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New Budget
Lavarine Wins Easy Victory In Councilman-At-Large Race
Lavarine, who served nine years as
Jefferson Parish. McCarthy’s unexpired
By ALLAN KATZ
Begins To Take
District 2 Councilman, rolled up 77 percent
term ends June 30, 2006.
of the vote, defeating Daniel Zimmerman,
In his campaign, Lavarine emphasized
John Lavarine
Shape At City Hall
a computer programmer. This was
his experience and successes at improving
III easily won a
By ALLAN KATZ

Higher sales tax collections may make it
possible for a new city of Kenner operating
budget in excess of the current $56.7 million
figure.
“Sales tax collections are between three
to four percent higher for 2005 than the 2004
collections,” said Duke McConnell, Chief
Financial Officer for Kenner. A bigger budget might not mean more money for Kenner
departments. Mayor Phil Capitano has said
that he is not satisfied that Kenner has placed
enough funds in its budget surplus, known as
the “rainy day fund.” Increased costs are facing the city, particularly employee costs such
as retirement contributions. Mayor Capitano
says that among his top priorities for the
upcoming budget are funds for improved
drainage, especially for Kenner neighborhoods that still flood after moderate rainstorms.
McConnell said the sum allotted for next
year’s capital budget might be slightly lower
than the current figure of $5.1 million. The
capital budget, which includes funds for
drainage construction projects, is derived
from revenues received from the Treasure
Chest Casino, video poker funds from the
state and rent from the Hilton Garden Hill
continued on page 22

Wal-Mart
Neighborhood
Grocery To Fill
Space Vacated
By Albertson’s
By ALLAN KATZ
A Wal-Mart Neighborhood Grocery is
expected to open its doors in late 2005, filling the 60,000 square foot space vacated by
the closing of an Albertson’s.
Councilwoman Jeannie Black, whose
district includes the property at Williams
and West Esplanade, says the new store will
return a key piece of Kenner property to the
marketplace while creating about 150 permanent jobs.
“The Wal-Mart Neighborhood Grocery
will be good news for Kenner shoppers, but
it is even more important that we return this
continued on page 15

John Lavarine, III

v a c a n t
Councilman-atLarge seat on the
Kenner
City
Council in a special election held
April 2.

Zimmerman’s second race. He was previously defeated in a bid for the First
Congressional District seat won by Bobby
Jindal.
Lavarine
will
replace
former
Councilman-at-Large Terry McCarthy who
resigned to accept a position as
Coordinator of Senior Services for

Mayor Capitano Points
To First Year Progress,
Promises More Gains
In Year Two

Zea Restaurant
At The Esplanade
Is A Big Hit
With A Unique,
Affordable Menu

By ALLAN KATZ
Mayor Phil Capitano points to a list of
achievements in his first year in office, including cutting out more than $1 million in personal service contracts awarded by previous
administrations.
And, Capitano says, he, along with his
administrative team and the city council, are

By ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 28

Consistent Successes At Harold Keller
Elementary Brings No Smug
Feelings, They Just Keep On Striving
By ALLAN KATZ
Since it was opened by
the Jefferson Parish School
Board in 1966 as James
Madison
Elementary,
Harold Keller Elementary,
as it was renamed in 1977,
has been one of the best performing schools in the
parish.
In the era of LEAP tests,
Keller is consistently one of
the 10 best elementary
schools in Jefferson and ranks among the
best in the region. In 2004, Keller students
scored a 99.9 percent average on the LEAP
tests. In keeping with the tradition of excellent performance, Keller has held accreditation in the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools (SACS) for the past
34 years, an impressive achievement.

the infrastructure of District 2. He has been
involved in upgrading the city’s playgrounds, both in his district and citywide.
Lavarine also had advocated improvements
in District 2 and the city’s drainage facilities, especially in neighborhoods that flood
after moderate rainfalls.
Lavarine pledged in his campaign to
oppose any effort by the Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport to
expand its facilities in Kenner and promised to be a vigilant watchdog of airport
noise, pollution and any other encroach-

Located
in
Metairie
near
Transcontinental Avenue, Keller is snug
next to the Girard Playground and gymnasium. There are 455 children at Keller this
year, of which 151 come from Kenner
homes. Some of the Kenner students attend
Keller on permits while others reside in
continued on page 28

The first thing that you should know
about Zea at the Esplanade Mall is that the
spinach salad, the roasted corn grits, the
sautéed corn and the sugar snap beans all
out-sell the French fries.
“We don’t have anything against burgers and French fries,” says Greg Reggio,
who along with his partners, Gary Darling
and Hans Limburg, created the Zea
Restaurant chain about six years ago. “We
offer a very good cheeseburger and excellent French fries at Zea. But we didn’t want
to be just another burger-and-fries restaurant. So we created a menu that features,
Asian Almond Shrimp, twice cooked
crispy duck, ribs –wet, dry or Thai, rotisserie chicken, prime rib and a roasted lamb
sandwich that we call a “zyro.”
The three partners teamed up to create
Semolina Restaurant and have since
emerged as restaurant entrepreneurs with a
gift for unique concepts and dishes.
“In many respects, Kenner is the ideal
location for a restaurant like Zea and the
Esplanade Mall is the perfect venue,” says
Reggio. “The thing we’ve noticed in
Kenner is that everyone is busy – the adults
are busy, the kids are busy and the senior
citizens are busy. So, very few people have
continued on page 16
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Community
Southeast Telecom Is A Kenner
Business That Is On the Leading
Edge Of Communications
By ALLAN KATZ
Southeast Telecom Inc. is a 23-year-old
Kenner-based company that installs and services communications systems ranging from
traditional to the most advanced Voice Over
Internet Protocols that tie phones into computer systems. Wayne Johnson, president of
Southeast Telecom, located at 2005 Third
Street, says, “Our experience is that in the
modern economy, a successful business needs
to be able to link customers quickly with a live
person and enable its employees to communicate with one another instantly, even if they
happen to be in remote locations.”
Johnson says that Southeast Telecom specializes in installing and maintaining telephone systems, voice processing, paging systems, data cabling and fiber optic cabling. He
says that many companies are going to Voice
Over Internet Protocol (VoIP) that ties offices
together without using a phone line. In his own
business, Johnson used VoIP to link his
Kenner office with Southeast Telecom’s other
office in Denham Springs that services the
Baton Rouge area.
“Besides our business,” says Johnson,
“many banks and credit unions are using this
technology because it allows them to use one
phone system that plugs into the Internet, giving them instant access to office phone lines,
intercom and voice mail.”
He says that Kenner is an ideal location for

Southeast Telecom and its technicians because
it is in the center of the Metro New Orleans
region, allowing them timely access to the city,
the River Parishes, East Jefferson, the North
Shore and the West Bank. “We love Kenner,”
he says. “It’s a great environment for us.”
Johnson is also proud of the five Southeast
Telecom technicians who are constantly upgrading their skills and can service every communications system the company sells. Southeast is
an authorized distributor of Toshiba and Avaya
but will service most systems.
“The communications environment has
been revolutionized since I started in this business in 1980,” says Johnson. “But I can tell
you for sure that the single most important factor in today’s communications world is that the
customer wants to talk to a live person and
they don’t want to spend 10 or 15 minutes
working their way through a complex system
to get to a human being. In the same way, a
business that can’t connect its employees to
one another almost instantaneously is going to
suffer in terms of customer service and efficiency. The business world increasingly
demands fast, effective access. I’m sure that
10 years from now, the pressure to communicate will be even more intense.”
Anyone interested in finding out how
Southeast Telecom can help their business can
call them at 466-4243 and receive a free consultation, including recommendations for the
best possible communications system. ★

City Of Kenner And Girl Scouts
Team Up For Flag Burning Ceremony

We make
accessibility
accessible.
Independently owned and operated franchise.

DreamMaker offers grab-bars, shower seats, roll-in showers and hand-held shower sprays
- a whole line of services universally designed to make you,
or someone close to you, feel comfortable. Because the
only thing you should slip on in the bathroom is your pajamas.
Get a better look at www.dreammaker-remodel.com
000 Anywhere Drive, Ste. 000 ~ Any City, State 00000 ~ (000) 000-0000

Making Your Remodeling Dreams Come True.®

3632 Florida Ave. • Kenner
466-3625

SAMUEL Y. BROWN, M.D.
ANA de AGUIAR, M.D.
PEDIATRICS
ACCEPT MOST HMOs & PPOs
OCHSNER
KIDMED PROVIDER

443-KIDS
443-5437

3813 Williams Blvd., Kenner - Between W. Esplanade & The Lake

We listen, we assess

your needs, we make it easy for
you to make legal decisions.
• Wills - Trusts - Successions
• Real Estate Closings
• Business Law

M LF
City workers and firefighters demonstrated the proper and safe way of disposing old flags to
Kenner Girl Scout Troop #815 on March 19. According to protocol, when an American flag
becomes torn and/or tattered, it should no longer be flown and subsequently be disposed of
with dignity, preferably by burning. At the flag burning ceremony in Kenner’s Veterans Century
of Sentries Park, Mayor Phil Capitano was on hand to give the girls certificates of achievement.

Melchers Law Firm

Estate Planning • Real Estate • Business Law
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner
James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law
Kathy Melchers, Administrator

(504) 467-1092
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From the Editor
Kenner Revenues Appear Sufficient To Meet City’s Immediate Needs

By ALLAN KATZ
As has been the case for the past 15
years, the city of Kenner’s revenue stream
appears to be fully sufficient to meet the
community’s needs and maintain a quality
of life that is in the top tier of Louisiana
cities and towns.
However, a lot depends on a projection
that 2005 sales tax revenues will be up
three to four percent over the 2004 figures.
If that is so, it is a remarkable compliment
to the marketing strength of the Esplanade
Mall and the city’s other retailers.
Consider that Dr. Tim Ryan, UNO’s
Chancellor and Louisiana’s best economic
expert, is predicting a zero percent rate of
growth for the metro area in 2005. That is
a big zero, as in no growth. At a time of
national and state deficits, $2 a gallon
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★

gasoline and a troubled business climate,
if Kenner can indeed increase sales tax
revenues by three or four percent over
2004, then we are indeed a blessed oasis in
a raging sea of uncertainty.
Kenner’s Director of Finance, Duke
McConnell, says that when all is said and
done, it is likely that city’s budget for 2005
will look much like last year’s when there
was $56.7 million in the operating budget
and $5.1 million in the capital budget.
That’s still a lot better than paring, cutting
and hacking services that the community
has come to expect, such as police and fire
departments with fast response times,
promptly-filled potholes and a first class
recreational program for kids and adults.
There appear to be bright spots on the
horizon for the Kenner economy. Take, for
example, the new Wal-Mart Neighborhood
Grocery that will take the place of a shutdown Albertson’s in a prime retail location
at Williams and West Esplanade. The next
time the anti-growth lobby speaks out
against commercial developments and new
businesses coming to Kenner, the rest of us
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Neighborhood Grocery. The sound of
hammers at Williams and West Esplanade
and the work that went into closing the
deal with the developer is a classic example of how the Kenner economy needs to
keep on growing.
A Big Emotional Sendoff For
Councilman Terry McCarthy
When Councilman-at-Large Terry
McCarthy formally resigned to accept a
position as Coordinator for Jefferson
Parish Senior Citizen Services, there were
plenty of cheers and more than a few tears.
McCarthy has been one of Kenner’s
most efficient and amiable public servants
for many years. If Kenner had a Hall of
Fame for those who excel at business,
civic leadership, education or politics,
McCarthy would surely be enshrined in it.
He has played a stellar role in Kenner’s
rise to the top levels of good cities in the
Gulf South. All of us at the Kenner Star
wish Terry the very best in his new role. ★

Political Review
Finally, A New Inspector General
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may want to remind them that the quality
of life enjoyed here is not guaranteed and
is supported by sales taxes and other revenues primarily derived from businesses.
I hope I’m wrong but it seems to me
that our state and nation are headed into a
very difficult economic time when
deficits, reduced services and rising taxes
will become a constant theme.
If Kenner can continue to grow the
economy, attract new businesses, and create jobs within the city, many of the
world’s problems may remain strangers for
us. That’s why it’s such good news that a
Wal-Mart Neighborhood Grocery will
soon be opening its door in a prime
Kenner retail location where the previous
occupant
went
belly-up.
As
Councilwoman Jeannie Black said, it’s
good news for Kenner shoppers but even
better news for the city economy and for
job-seekers who will be happy to be drawing a regular paycheck. It’s also good news
for the construction workers who are renovating the old Albertson’s and creating a
new façade and interior for the Wal-Mart

By JEFF CROUERE
In 1988, then Louisiana Governor
Buddy Roemer established the Office of
Inspector General. Roemer tapped former
investigative reporter Bill Lynch to be the
first Inspector General with a mandate to
uncover corruption and fraud in state government. It is an important position and, at
one time, was well funded and quite productive. During Lynch’s tenure, the office
had 29 auditors and issued dozens of
reports.
Unfortunately, Bill Lynch, who served
for 15 years as Inspector General, died in
February of 2004. For over a year the position of Inspector General remained vacant,
operating with only a skeleton staff. On
March 1, 2005 the final reports were issued
from Lynch’s staff, but only after the
Blanco administration delayed their release
for a number of months. Many of the
reports were quite old, including some that
were from the period before Lynch’s death.
The Blanco administration apologized for
their tardiness, but the whole process raised
troubling questions about the commitment
of the governor to the position of Inspector
General. For over a year, Governor Blanco
did not fill this crucial position or give an

urgent priority to an office that former
Governor Roemer called his most important accomplishment.
Some believed that Governor Blanco
actually wanted to abolish the position. She
claimed to be interviewing candidates and
deciding on a permanent job role description for the Inspector General. Since the
position was a success under Lynch, why
change it at all? In addition, the job requirements are easy. Louisiana needs someone
who has a determined commitment to
uncover fraud and a courageous attitude to
withstand criticism from influential people
in state government.
Let’s hope Sharon Robinson has those
qualities. She was finally appointed on
March 15 by Governor Blanco to be
Louisiana’s new Inspector General. Ms.
Robinson has served 26 years in state government, most recently as performance
audit manager for the Legislative Auditor’s
Office. Let’s wish Ms. Robinson nothing
but the best in her new role. She will need
our support to do a very difficult job. More
importantly, let’s hope that she has the governor’s support because sometimes Ms.
Robinson might have to investigate friends
of the governor or members of her administration.
Independence is what an Inspector
General really needs to be effective. To
realize that goal, State Representative Steve
Scalise (R-Metairie) has filed a bill, House
Bill 37, for the upcoming session that

would allow the Inspector General to have
a six-year term. The bill calls for the governor to select the Inspector, but only from a
three person list submitted by officials of
the state’s private universities. The bill
would also allow the Inspector General to
release reports directly to the public,
instead of to the governor first.
According to Scalise, “The office needs
to be established permanently and it needs
more independence. It is important we have
an independent watchdog.”
Any Inspector General should be busy
in Louisiana, especially with our track
record of political corruption. In jail are the
former Governor Edwin Edwards and former State Senate President Michael
O’Keefe. Recently serving time behind
bars were a Louisiana State Representative;
a gubernatorial candidate; three Insurance
Commissioners
and
an
Elections
Commissioner. In addition, our Agriculture
Commissioner was charged with bribery
and other criminal offenses and numerous
judges in the New Orleans area have been
removed from office, indicted or convicted
for unethical or illegal activity. There are
ongoing federal investigations of a former
New Orleans mayoral administration, the
Orleans Parish School Board and the 24th
Judicial District Court in Jefferson Parish,
called the “Wrinkled Robe” investigation.
Our state desperately needs an aggressive Inspector General. We should give the
continued on page 8
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Government

Airport Is Not Kenner’s Friend
By PHIL CAPITANO
Kenner Mayor
Let’s play a little game.
Who pays more revenue to the city of
Kenner …Treasure Chest Casino or Louis
Armstrong Airport? OK, that’s an easy one,
Treasure Chest. How about the Esplanade
Mall or Louis Armstrong? The Esplanade
Mall! Getting a little harder, Super WalMart or Louis Armstrong? Super Wal-Mart
of course! Sam’s Club or Louis Armstrong?
Sam’s! Home Depot or Louis Armstrong?
Home Depot!
I hope you are getting the sense that
while the airport is the largest business, in
land mass, in the city, it is not our best corporate citizen. In fact, all of the above hire
more Kenner residents than the airport. All
of the highest paying jobs under control of
the airport itself go to New Orleans. The
Treasure Chest, The Esplanade Mall, Super
Wal-Mart, Sam’s, and Home Depot contribute to our city in donations and support

of everything from schools, churches and
playgrounds in our community. Have you
ever heard of the airport sponsoring a
recreational team or school in Kenner?
They haven’t!
You see, here in the city of Kenner we
get all of the problems of Louis Armstrong
International airport and few of the benefits. We all know about the noise of the airport and the air pollution that we as citizens
of Kenner tolerate. We also get the traffic
and the drainage problems of rain run-off
from the airport into our canal system that
causes flooding in north and south Kenner
neighborhoods.
For decades the city of Kenner has
enjoyed steady growth making us the fifth
largest city in the state, until the 2000 census. The city had a population loss of
1,500, dropping us to the sixth largest city
in the state. Now remember, during this
same time new subdivisions like Southlake,
Place Pontchartrain, Seton Park, and
Oakland Plantation were being built. Why?
Partly due to the buyout of the homes in the
noise zone around the airport.
These buyouts have cost the city hundreds of millions of dollars in lost revenue.
Once the airport bought the property,
because the airport is owned by the city of

You’ve found the
perfect gift.

We have the
perfect way to
deliver it.
The UPS Store!™

% OFF
10
OFF
UPS AIR

$2

®

PACKAGING
SERVICE

SERVICE

(With $10 minimum purchase)

Limit one coupon per customer.
This offer is not good in combination with
any other offers. Valid at this location only.
Restrictions apply. Offer expires 4/30/05.

Limit one coupon per customer.
This offer is not good in combination with
any other offers. Valid at this location only.
Restrictions apply. Offer expires 4/30/05.

The UPS Store!™

The UPS Store!™

4041 WILLIAMS BLVD., SUITE A-9
KENNER, LA 70065
HOURS: M-F 8:30-6:00, S 8:30 - 2:00
TELEPHONE: 504-443-2115
FAX: 504-443-1022

New Orleans, they no longer pay property
taxes. But that’s not the end of it. Those
businesses, homes and families no longer
spend money at our stores, gas stations, and
entertainment businesses. To add insult to
injury, the airport has never returned the
property to commerce even though FAA
mandates it. It even wants to dictate to
Kenner how it will develop the land. The
airport’s attorneys stated in a meeting with
our city attorneys “we just want the highest
and best use for the land and if that’s a
Nuclear Power Plant so be it.”
New Orleans Louis Armstrong Airport
now says it doesn't have to obey Kenner
laws and has sued the city. Airport officials
want to expand the airport and they don’t
want the city of Kenner to have any control
over them. They even have plans to further

buy out the homes and businesses on the
north side of the airport to Veterans
Highway for the building of a new concourse.
I will protect and defend Kenner to the
best of my ability, no matter what the city
of New Orleans, the Aviation Board, or the
Times Picayune says.
I wanted to inform you of the facts and
I will keep you up to date.
If there is anything I can do for you,
please contact me at 468-7240 or kennermayor@kenner.la.us. ★
Kenner City Council meetings are
broadcast every Friday at 7:00 p.m. immediately followed by the Spanish translation
on K-TV 76. The city of Kenner’s website is
www.kenner.la.us.

Major Cuts Proposed For
HUD Will Affect Kenner
By ALFREDA ROGERS
Kenner Community
Development Director
The United
S t a t e s
Department of
Housing and
U r b a n
Development
(HUD) is currently facing
the possibility
of steep funding cuts in various areas of operation, including proposed
reductions to the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG), a $4.7 billion dollar
federally funded program. In addition, the
Bush administration has suggested the
potential transition of the CDBG into the
Commerce Department, a move that would
require CDBG programs to compete directly for funding with the already existing
Commerce Department programs.
These cuts will have a devastating
impact on the city of Kenner, as affordable
housing programs, homelessness programs, economic development, public
facilities, public improvement projects and
public services will all have their sources
of funding strained or eliminated.
In Kenner, the CDBG and HOME pro-

gram provides direct funding to address
affordable housing and neighborhood revitalization needs in the low and moderate
income areas. Since the inception of
CDBG, the program has assisted more than
480 households with housing needs which
included rehabilitation of existing houses,
emergency and handicap rehabilitations,
and inflow and infiltration (sewer) repairs.
CDBG funds have also been used for park
improvements, street improvements, recreation, resource centers, drainage, architectural barriers, senior citizens, homelessness, youth services and first-time home
buyer training, all which benefit low and
moderate income persons.
These projects make a difference in
people’s lives, and it is our sincere hope
that this effective program will be funded
at levels that reflect the community development and affordable housing needs.
However, if moved to the Commerce
Department, the CDBG, with seventeen
programs, will certainly have less of a
chance of being funded at their present
levels.
In fiscal year 2004, 71 communities
became eligible to receive CDBG funds.
An additional 66 new communities will
become eligible to receive CDBG funds in
fiscal year 2005, reducing the amount of
funding each community would receive. ★
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Banking

Last Call
By GLENN DOTTOLO
OK, sometimes we need a deadline to
get something done. If you have been waiting for interest rates to rise in order to make
some financial changes, now is the time.
Interest rates are going up and there is
every reason to expect that they will continue to rise. It is even possible that rates
may go up substantially.
Knowing that interest rates are increasing, what should you do? If you have a
home mortgage, the first and most important thing is to refinance at the still relatively low fixed rates. Today’s rates continue to be below the levels that were once
considered normal. Once upon a time,
eight percent was a good long term rate.
Check your mortgage. If you have a
rate higher then six percent, you should still
be able to refinance for 30 years at a very
reasonable rate. You may also want to roll
in other debt for which you are paying
higher rates. However, there is one big caution to be aware of when rolling in other
debt. Do not, under any circumstances, borrow any more money because you have
extra monthly cash flow. If you do, you will
have hurt yourself, not helped. Your objective should be to get out of debt so that, as
soon as reasonably possible, you have only
a home mortgage or even better, no debt at
all. Think about how much less stress you
will be under if you had no monthly payments.
If you have rental property with old
high rate mortgages, obviously this is the
time to refinance them as well. Basically,
any high rate debt that can be refinanced at
a fixed rate should be converted now,
including for home equity lines. Look at
the option of converting the floating rate
line to a loan with a fixed payment. Once
again, make the payments and then get out
of debt.
On the investment side, this is the time
to look at your investments and reposition
for rising rates. If you have certificates of
deposit (CDs), the best strategy is a laddered maturity plan. What this means is
that you purchase CDs with initial maturities of six months, one year, two years,
three years, etc. Ideally you would like to
have a CD maturing every six months or so.
As the CDs mature, reinvest at six months
past the longest maturity of your other
CDs. What this does is keep you in the market as it moves and allows you to have liquidity while enjoying the rate advantage of
longer terms.
One strategy that does not normally
work is to have all your money in very
short term investments waiting and antici-

pating a rate rise. The problem with this
strategy is that you lose yield while you
wait and it is almost impossible to know
when to pull the trigger and jump into the
long market.
Another alternative is to look for a
jump CD that allows you to move up when

rates move. This will give you a good current yield and rate protection for the future.
Regardless of your situation, whether
you are a depositor or an investor, rates are
running, so make your moves now. ★

Glenn Dottolo, manager of Gulf Coast
Bank & Trust’s Kenner Branch Office on
Williams Boulevard, offers twenty-two
years of full service banking to his customers. Dottolo can be contacted at 5653656. Visit Gulf Coast Bank & Trust’s web
site at www.gulfbank.com.

Health

Cosmetic Dentistry
By M. SUSAN M. FELDER, D.D.S.
A
smile
can be the
most
eyecatching feature of a face.
With
dentistry’s many
advances, you
no longer have
to settle for
s t a i n e d,
chipped,
or
misshapen teeth. You now have choices that
can help you smile with confidence.
Even the most subtle change in your
smile can make a dramatic difference in the
way you look and feel about yourself. Talk
to your dentist about the options most suitable for you, what your expectations are,
and the dental fees involved. Some options
are:
• Tooth whitening (bleaching) brightens
teeth that are discolored or stained.

Bleaching may be done completely in the
dental office or the dentist may dispense a
system for you to use at home.
• Bonding can improve the appearance
of teeth that are chipped, broken, cracked,
stained, or have spaces between them. With
bonding, tooth-colored materials are
applied, or bonded, to the tooth surface.
• Enamel shaping involves modifying
teeth to improve their appearance by
removing or contouring enamel. The
process, which often is combined with
bonding, usually is quick and comfortable
and the results can be seen immediately.
• Veneers are thin custom-made shells
designed to cover the front side of teeth.
Made of tooth-colored materials, veneers
are used to treat spaces between teeth and
teeth that are chipped or worn, permanently stained, poorly shaped or slightly
crooked.
• Braces are not just for kids.
Orthodontics may be needed if teeth are
crooked, crowded or do not meet properly.
If your dentist thinks you should see a spe-

cialist for treatment, he or she will refer
you to an orthodontist.
Information for this article was
obtained from the American Dental
Association’s web site at www.ada.org/public/topics/cosmetic.asp. ★
Susan M. Felder D.D.S. is a general
dentist who has practiced continuously in
north Kenner for over 26 years. Dr.
Felder’s office is located at 4134 Florida
Avenue, Suite 101.

9th Annual

SAVE OUR LAKE
FISHING RODEO
Saturday, April 16 and
Sunday, April 17
836-2205
www.saveourlake.org
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“This grilled burger (8 oz. chuck) had a GREAT SMOKY FLAVOR that honestly rivaled
some of the better burger joints in town.”
The “Unknown Food Critic”, WWL-TV
Review of Laketown Grill

Cocktails
Sandwiches

Beer
Appetizers

OPEN 24 HOURS

We’re proud to announce…
over 20,000 Laketown Burgers SOLD!
— Ross & Darwin Martin, owners

4041 Williams Blvd. • Kenner Winn Dixie Marketplace
Corner Vintage and Williams Blvd.

461-0433

Mother’s Day Package

90

$
SINCE 1985

3535 Chateau Blvd., Suite 5
465-9590

• Deluxe Manicure
• Deluxe Pedicure
• Hairstyling
includes conditioning treatment

• Complimentary
Aveda Gift

Gift Certificates
Available

Mother’s Day
May 8
Make Reservations Now!

Choice of Appetizer
Baby Spinach with Warm Bacon Dressing
Charbroiled Scallops on the Halfshell
Buffalo Oysters on the Halfshell
Corn and Crab Bisque
Crawfish Cakes

rofeWe ine
F
lass

G

om!
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Choice of Entrée

Cowboy Ribeye mounded with Louisiana Crawfish Tails
Pecan Crusted Soft Shell Crab with a Crawfish Crystal Butter Sauce
Trout Almondine with a Almond Butter Sauce
Petit Filet Mignon with a Whole Lobster Tail
Seafood Platter
Bacon Wrapped Shrimp and Scallops with a Pepper Jelly Glaze
Seafood Stuffed Crepes

Choice of Dessert
Cheesecake (raspberry, caramel, chocolate, vanilla)
Pontchatoula Strawberry Crepe
Children’s Menu Available

2722 WILLIAMS BLVD. • KENNER, LA 70065
468-3237

Police
Someone Is Knocking –
Should You Answer The Door?
By NICK CONGEMI
Kenner Police Chief
I recently
had the opportunity to speak
with Stephanie
Boswell of television station
WDSU-TV, as
part of the “Six
On Your Side”
series.
The
topic of discussion was solicitors who travel neighborhoods and go door to door to sell magazines. While this practice is not a new one,
the city of Kenner does require a permit for
those who sell door to door at residences.
Recently, several residents complained of
dishonest sales tactics, and the Kenner
Police Department cited five individuals in
January of this year for soliciting magazines without a permit.
I urge all citizens to be cautious and
mindful of who you open your door to. The
city issues a photograph identification card
to door to door sellers when they receive a
permit. You should always ask to see it.
Students and their guardians, religious
organizations, scouting organizations, and
booster clubs are the only people exempt
from getting a permit. Use a peephole if
possible, and do not open the door unless
you know the person. If the person at your
door asks to use the telephone, offer to
make the call for them. Also, do not be
afraid to call for employment verification if

POLITICAL REVIEW
(continued from page 4)

office more investigators to ferret out more
misconduct, since Louisiana currently
ranks third in public corruption cases investigated by the FBI. If we can clean up state
government, we can improve our image and
attract more business to Louisiana. The
office of Inspector General can play a critical function in the fight against a problem
that has plagued Louisiana for hundreds of
years.
The governor finally did the right thing
by appointing someone to the position.
Hopefully, Ms. Robinson will be just as
successful as Bill Lynch in dealing with
one of our most serious problems. ★
Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans
and his Louisiana based program, Ringside
Politics, airs at 8:30 p.m. on Friday and
10:30 p.m. on Sunday on WLAE-TV,
Channel 32. Visit Crouere’s website at
www.ringsidepolitics.com and e-mail
Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

you are suspicious of someone at your
door.
Parents, if you have children alone at
home, I strongly suggest that you share a
few tips with them. It is important that your
kids never let anyone into the house without your permission. Also, they should
never inform the person at the door that
they are alone. Make sure your kids can
easily locate important telephone numbers,
such as your work number, numbers of relatives and trusted neighbors, and police
and fire departments.
The child should carry their house key
with them at all times. Never attempt to
keep it in a hidden place, like under a rug
or plant, as this will increase the likelihood
of a criminal finding a way into the house.
Senior citizens should be especially
cautious of who comes knocking at the
door. Con artists frequently target seniors,
often promising a cash prize or huge profits, if the victim agrees to produce a large
sum of money. Legitimate companies that
have contests or sweepstakes will never ask
for payment because it’s against the law.
And do not under any circumstances give
out your credit card number or bank
account number. Reputable companies will
only ask for this information to bill you for
purchases you have agreed to make. If you
believe you have been the victim of a con
artist or scam, call the Kenner Police
Department immediately. Remember, when
something sounds too good to be true, it
probably is. Concerns such as these provide
even more reasons to work together and
stop crime in its tracks.
Now is the time to organize a
Neighborhood Watch in your community.
An active Neighborhood Watch program
reduces the opportunity for crime, drugs, or
violence, and increases community awareness. Neighbors keep an eye out for suspicious activity in their area, while communicating with each other and the police. In
this way, more information can be made
available to aid police in stopping crime.
A Neighborhood Watch is also an
excellent way to get to know your neighbors and have fun. It can be a way to organize and participate in events such as block
parties, potluck dinners, sporting events, or
picnics.
If you would like to start, re-activate or
join a Neighborhood Watch group in your
area, call the Crime Prevention Office at
712-2294. To report suspicious activity,
call the Kenner Police Department’s emergency line at 712-2222, the Drug Hotline at
466-3073 or Crimestoppers at 822-1111 to
leave anonymous tips, or call 911 for an
emergency. Join me in making our city a
safer place to live. We must remain proactive in our efforts and show criminals that
Kenner is united against crime. ★
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Real Estate

Can You Afford That House?
By LINDA R. MARTIN
According to the Federal Housing
Administration (FHA), depending on the current debt ratio, most people can typically afford
to pay 29 percent of their gross monthly income
for mortgage payments. For example, if you
earn $50,000 annually, then your monthly
income is $4,167. Twenty-nine percent of
$4,167 is $1,208.
Although this provides you a starting point
when budgeting for homeownership, don’t forget the other housing expenses you’ll incur
when determining if you can afford the house
you want to buy.
Utilities: The most obvious additional
housing expenses are utilities - gas, electricity
and water. But don’t forget about telephone,
trash collection, and cable or satellite bills.
Taxes: As a property owner, you are
responsible for property taxes. The rate will
vary from city-to-city. To get a general idea on
how much the tax bill will be for a property, ask
the seller for a copy of the previous year’s tax
assessment. Your real estate professional can
help you refine these figures.

Maintenance: With home ownership comes
upkeep. You’ll want to set aside a small amount
each month to pay for those “rainy day” repairs
such as painting, plumbing, and carpet cleaning. The amount you budget will depend on the
age of the home. Older homes tend to require
more repairs because the appliances are older
and may not be under warranty. Don’t forget
about seasonal maintenance, including lawn
care, window cleaning, pest inspections, and
gutter cleaning. If you live in a home long
enough, there are inevitable repairs to the roof,
central air and heat, and appliance replacement.
Insurance: To protect yourself financially
in case something happens to your property or
its contents, you’ll need homeowner’s insurance. The costs for homeowner’s insurance each
year can be anywhere from a few hundred dollars to thousands of dollars depending on the
type of coverage and location of the home. And,
if you live in an area that has high risks for
flooding, earthquakes, hurricanes, etc., you
may need supplemental insurance. In addition,
if you want broader or higher coverage for your
collections or high-ticket items such as computers, jewelry, and artwork, you may want to purchase an endorsement/rider to your homeowner’s policy.
Remodeling/Upgrades: You will probably
want to make improvements if you buy an older
home, or even if you have one newly-built. You

need to consider remodeling and upgrading
costs as well, when determining your housing
budget. The average cost to remodel a 25+ yearold bathroom in 2004 was $9,861, according to
Remodeling Magazine’s annual Cost vs. Value
Report. This includes materials, labor, and subcontracting fees. Even the cost for paint, light
fixtures, window treatments, flooring and decorative cabinet knobs can add up. However, having a home improvement fund will help lighten
the load. By determining all the costs associat-

ed with homeownership, you can go into your
home search with a reasonable price range that
will allow you to stay within your budget. ★
Linda R. Martin is the branch manager of
the Prudential Gardner Realtors’ Williams
Boulevard branch and can be reached at 4436464 or lmartin@prudentialgardner.com.
Prudential Gardner’s web site is www.prudentialgardner.com.

Hair Styles Unlimited
Professional service, quality products and
affordable pricing at your thinning hair specialist.

New Client Intro:
Home of the
30 second hair

$10.00

Coupon redeemable
on any service
or product over $35.00.

Your complete hair, nail and wig care center
Serving Kenner for 28 years

464-5949
3635 Florida Avenue

Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine
Physical Medicine & Reconstructive Surgery

Charles P. Murphy, M.D.

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

Luis M. Espinoza M.D.

Amy H. Phelan, M.D.

Orthopedic Surgeon
Director, Orthopedic Center for
Sports Medicine

Orthopedic Surgeon
Fellowship Training Sports Medicine

Orthopedic Surgeon
Fellowship Training Sports Medicine

Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
Fellowship Training Advanced Spinal Injections

Drs. Murphy,
Lyons
and Espinoza
are Orthopedic
Surgeons/Sports
Specialists.
They
serve as the
Orthopedic
Drs.
Murphy,
Lyons, Espinoza
and Phelan
are Sports
Medicine
specialists
pracConsultantsticing
for theatWashington
Nationals
AAA/New
Orleans
Zephyrs.
Dr.
Phelan
is
a
Physicial
Medicine
and
the Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine, located at 671 W. Esplanade
care.
The
Orthopedic
Rehabilitation
Specialist
with
advanced
training
in
spinal
injections
and
non-surgical
spine
Avenue in Kenner. The Orthopedic Center is well recognized as a multispecialty
Center is well recognized as a multi-specialty center of excellence dedicated to complete musculosketal care with
center of excellence dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused
focused expertise in shoulder, knee and non-surgical spine care.
expertise in shoulder, knee and nonsurgical spine care.

671 W. Esplanade Avenue, Kenner
4921671
Airline
Drive, Metairie
W. Esplanade
Avenue, Kenner

467-5900
889-2663
504-467-5900
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Airport

A Growing Region Needs A Growing Airport
By ROY A. WILLIAMS
Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport
The Gulf South region and particularly
the Greater New Orleans area continue to be
a top destination for both tourists and business travelers alike. In February 2005, a study
released by the New Orleans Metropolitan
Convention and Visitors Bureau and the New
Orleans Tourism Marketing Corporation stated that a record 10.1 million visitors spent a
collective $4.9 billion in the city last year,
pushing local tourism to an all-time high.
Though many visitors arrived by car, a great
number arrived by plane.
As I have been pleased to share with you
in past reports, Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International Airport has experienced a five percent or more average annual
growth since the early 1990s, with the exception of late 2001-2003. After the downturn in
air traffic following 9/11, air passenger traffic
at Armstrong International has rebounded

more rapidly than the industry average – now
back to pre 9/11 levels (nearly 10 million passengers last year) and continuing to grow. At
this rate, passenger traffic should double
every fourteen years, reaching or exceeding
20 million passengers per year by 2019.
We believe this will be our year to set an
all-time record. In fact, we just received our
January 2005 stats and we served 767,123 passengers, which was an 11.8 percent increase
over January 2004. The bottom line is that
global and national travel statistics are all
trending upwards, and we are part of that trend.
So, how can we handle future passenger
growth? By planning for the future. The community developed the airport 60 years ago in
a relatively underdeveloped part of Kenner
for good practical purposes. But that area
around the airport is now the suburbs and
those suburbs have legitimate concerns about
airport growth. The New Orleans Aviation
Board is addressing those concerns by working with its neighbors to responsibly develop
a comprehensive Strategic Development
Plan, which will examine landside and airside
opportunities to meet future demand. This
plan is being funded with $1.5 million dollars
in a Federal grant. During the 18 month planning process, committees composed of area
representatives from various agencies and
neighborhoods of the region will work to pro-

Muller’s Flooring Solutions
Family owned and operated

3712 Williams Blvd.

•

Next to Helm Paint

469-9500
F R E E

E S T I M AT E S

Carpet
Wood
Ceramic
Granite
Marble
Laminate
Guaranteed Installation

Personal Touch…
PricesCan’t BeBeat !

vide important guidance. There are two committees – the Citizens Advisory Committee
and the Technical Advisory Committee.
The Strategic Development Plan
Technical Advisory Committee had their first
meeting on February 2005. The committee
includes the following organizations:
Jefferson Parish Planning Department, the
Louisiana Department of Transportation and
Development (DOTD), the Federal Aviation
Administration Fort Worth Southwest
Region, the Regional Planning Commission,
the city of Kenner Planning Department, the
St. Charles Parish Planning Department and
the South Central Planning and Development
Commission. The Aviation Board appreciates
the cooperation and input of all of our committee members as they help develop a plan

that will serve as the blueprint for a shared
vision of the future, benefiting the neighboring communities, the region and the state.
This completed Strategic Development
Plan can benefit the surrounding communities by minimizing conflicts between possible
airport expansion and future business and
residential development. With responsible
planning, community areas may be zoned
accordingly, and infrastructure required for
development can be placed in the correct
location without fear of future disturbance
due to airport growth.
I believe that planning together today will
provide better living and job opportunities for
our families tomorrow. ★
Roy A. Williams can be reached at
www.flymsy.com.

Southwest Increases Service At
Armstrong International Airport
Southwest Airlines announced on March
18 that it will increase the number of cities
served from New Orleans.
Starting May 31, 2005, Southwest will
add one daily roundtrip flight from Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport to Chicago Midway. This will bring
the total number of flights operated by
Southwest at Armstrong International to 58
daily departures to 17 nonstop destinations.
This is Southwest’s second new city in less
than a year, having begun service to
Philadelphia from New Orleans in July 2004.
Southwest is the largest carrier at Armstrong
International, carrying over 30 percent of the
airport’s nearly 10 million passengers.
This is the fourth increase in air service
since the beginning of 2005. On January 31,
Delta Air Lines resumed service to Salt Lake
City with two daily round trip flights. On
February 7, U.S. Airways significantly

increased its operation in New Orleans by
adding an additional daily nonstop service to
LaGuardia in New York and to Philadelphia.
On March 2, Delta began serving RaleighDurham, North Carolina, a market that was
lost after the events of 9/11. Other air service
increases include the return of Midwest
Airlines to New Orleans in December with
season service which will become year round
service to Kansas City with two daily round
trips beginning May 1, 2005.
“These changes are significant in the
number of flights that have been added to
New Orleans over the past few months,” stated Roy A. Williams, Director of Aviation at
Armstrong International Airport.
With the increases, Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport offers 168
daily flight departures to 43 non-stop destinations in the United States, Canada and
Central America on 19 airlines. ★

Community
Veterans Park Site for National
Day of Prayer In Kenner
The National Day of Prayer (NDP),
observed annually on the first Thursday of May,
is mandated by the United States Congress. The
interdenominational gathering, open to the public, will be observed this year at noon on
Thursday, May 5, 2005 at Kenner’s Veterans
Memorial Park, located at 1800 Williams
Boulevard, next to city hall. The Kenner NDP is
coordinated by Women’s Aglow International in
cooperation with the city of Kenner and pastors
and laymen in the city.
In 1952, a joint resolution by Congress,
signed by President Truman, declared an annual, national day of prayer. In 1988, the law was
amended and signed by President Reagan, permanently setting the day as the first Thursday of

every May. Each year, the president signs a
proclamation, encouraging all Americans to
pray on this day. Last year, all 50 state governors plus the governors of several U.S. territories signed similar proclamations.
The theme for the 2005 National Day of
Prayer observance is “America, God Shed His
Grace On Thee.” Keynote presenters will be
Kenner Mayor Phil Capitano, WWL-TV’s Sally
Ann Roberts, Williams Boulevard Baptist
Church Reverend John Faull and Ed White
from United Christian Charities Fellowship. For
more information, contact Anna at 889-2401 or
Kathleen at 889-0240. The NDP web site is
www.nationaldayofprayer.org. ★
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Insurance
Some Thoughts On Life Insurance

By BUDDY SEELING
Buying life insurance is an easy way to protect your family after you are gone. If you know
what to look for, you can get great coverage at a
price you can afford.
People buy life insurance for a lot of different
reasons. I believe that understanding the reason
you are purchasing a life insurance policy will
determine the type of product you should be looking at.
If you are single and just starting out, you
may not need life insurance, but as you get married and take on more responsibilities your need
for life insurance increases. The proceeds from a
life insurance policy replace the income lost to
your family upon your death. Not only can it guarantee their lifestyle, it can also assure your children’s educations. Your decision to purchase a life
insurance policy may also revolve around leaving
money to charity as well as covering final expenses. If you have an estate tax issue, the setting up
of an insurance trust and funding it with a life
insurance policy is probably the least expensive

way out.
Basically there are two types of life insurance. Term life insurance, which provides life
insurance coverage for a specified period of time
and cash value (permanent) life insurance, combines a death benefit with a cash value component
which you can access in later years if your need
for the insurance coverage lessens.
Term insurance may be the most affordable
option if your need for the insurance is temporary.
Most term policies are convertible, meaning the
company will permit you to exchange the term
life policy for a permanent one without having to
take a physical exam. Term life insurance is usually offered for a period ranging from one to thirty years. Term policies typically increase in premium every year; however, you can purchase term
policies which guarantee a level premium for anywhere between five to thirty years. If your insurance needs are truly temporary I would strongly
encourage you to look into one of these convertible term products, as they offer the ability to purchase a greater amount of insurance while keeping the option open to convert at a later date if the
temporary need becomes a permanent one.
Cash Value insurance offers lifetime protection and typically guarantees the annual cost of
insurance. Basically there are three types of cash
value policies: whole life, which I just described,
universal life, and variable life. The universal life

and variable life product’s annual cost of insurance is not guaranteed as the whole life product is.
The universal and variable product’s cost of insurance is typically subject to the company’s annual
mortality cost. This can affect the future cash values in these policies.
If you are purchasing a permanent type of
policy and are counting on the cash values being
illustrated in the proposal, pay close attention to
the guarantees that the company is offering.
Although the current illustrations are showing
only a few points difference between the guarantees and the illustrations, there have been times in
the past when the illustrations reflect a substantial
difference from the guarantees. Basically, if you
are happy with the guarantees, the policy should
perform the job.
The amount of life insurance protection you
should have depends on how much income your
survivors will need, how much you own and owe,
and the amount of other life insurance available to
you. If you are married, both you and your spouse
should consider buying life insurance. One of the
easiest ways to estimate how much life insurance
protection you should buy is to ask your agent to
provide you with a life insurance needs analysis.
How much you pay for life insurance will
depend on a number of risk factors, including
your age, health, whether you use tobacco, your
family health history, and the type and amount of
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life insurance you are buying. Keep in mind that
the premium you are quoted for term insurance at
some point in time will increase (depending on
the product you buy).
When comparing quotes for life insurance,
pick an agent that you have confidence in. Most
agents can access a number of companies for quotations and should provide you with a number of
different alternatives. This process should ensure
that you are making the most informed purchase
possible. Keep in mind that any policy you buy is
only as good as the company that issues it.
Once you are ready to purchase a life insurance policy, you will fill out a life insurance
application that contains questions about your
current and past health history, as well as your
lifestyle. You will be required to take a medical
exam, arranged and paid for by the insurance
company. The answers you give on your application along with the results from the medical exam
will help the insurance company determine
whether to offer you a policy, and, if so, at what
price. ★
Buddy Seeling, C.I.C. is Vice President of
Aparicio, Walker and Seeling Inc., an
Independent Insurance Agency located in
Metairie. Seeling can be reached at 883-4111 or
via email at . Visit the company’s web site at
www.awsinc.com.
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Law
Watch Out For A Change In Driver Coverage
On Your Automobile Insurance Policy
By PAMELA B. LOLAN
Each year, with your automobile insurance policy renewal, you receive updates
and changes to your policy. Each policy is
different, however, this year there has been
a shift in policy language by most insurers
relating to liability coverage of private passenger vehicles. The purpose of this new

policy language is to shift the risk of loss to
the responsible party, not the owner of the
vehicle. Most present policies provide liability coverage for all operators of your
vehicles including the named insured, resident spouse, resident relatives, and any
other person who operates your vehicle
with your permission (permissive users).
A potential change in the automobile
policy language has lowered the amount of
coverage on the permissive users. The new
limit is the greater of $10,000 or the limit
of liability set by the state financial respon-

LOWER MONTHLY
EXPENSES
Expense
Mortgage
Car Loan
Credit Cards
Boat Loan
TOTAL

Amount Owed

Monthly Payment

75,000
10,000
12,000
8,000

550.00
300.00
300.00
150.00

$105,000.00

$1,300.00

NEW CONSOLIDATED MORTGAGE
PAYMENT = $695.00
A SAVINGS OF OVER $600.00 PER MONTH
CALL RELIANCE MORTGAGE TODAY
AND LET ONE OF OUR EXPERIENCED
LOAN OFFICERS HELP YOU ON YOUR
WAY TO START SAVING MONEY NOW!
www.reliancehomeloan.com
3225 Danny Park, Metairie, LA 70002

504-780-1000

KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD.
KENNER, LA 70065
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THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!
Se habla Español
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sibility law. These revisions to the policy
language have not changed the limits of liability as it relates to the insured, resident
spouse and resident relative who are listed
on the policy. The latter remained insured
up to the limits of liability as shown on the
declarations sheet of your policy.
Example 1
Ms. Owner allows her friend, Ms.
Roley, to drive her vehicle. Ms. Owner is a
passenger of the vehicle. Ms. Roley loses
control of the vehicle and collides with
another vehicle. The other vehicle’s passengers, as well as Ms. Owner, were injured in
the accident.
Ms. Owner has $250,000/500,000 policy of insurance on her vehicle. Ms. Roley
has a $100,000/300,000 policy on her vehicle which includes “non-owned” coverage.
Under prior policy language, Ms. Roley is
afforded the $250,000 coverage which was
on the automobile. If this is not sufficient
to cover the damage, Ms. Roley also has
the additional $100,000 policy for her liability exposure.
Under the new liability policy language,
Ms.
Roley
is
afforded
$10,000/20,000 coverage under Ms.
Owner’s policy. However, Ms. Owner
would be eligible to receive up to $250,000
for her injuries. Ms. Roley’s policy of
$100,000 would kick in for the injuries to
the other parties.
Example 2
Mr. Owner’s son gives permission to
his friend, Max, to drive the owner’s vehicle. Max rear-ends another vehicle causing
injuries to the other vehicle’s passengers.
Mr. Owner has a $250,000/500,000 limit of

liability on his automobile policy. If Max
owns a car for which he is insured, he may
have a policy which covers him for liability
when driving a non-owned vehicle.
Under the prior policy language, Max
is provided the benefit of Mr. Owner’s liability coverage even if he only has a
$10,000/20,000/10,000 policy on his own
vehicle.
Under the new auto coverage, Max
receives
the
benefit
of
only
$10,000/20,000/10,000 coverage available
for the claims of the injured passengers.
Max would look to his insurance policy for
available coverage for the injured passenger’s claims.
Again, the purpose of these policy
changes is to shift the risk of loss to the
responsible party not the owner of the vehicle. The question becomes what will happen
if you are hit by someone who does not have
another vehicle. It seems the driver would
only be allowed the $10,000/20,000 limits
under the owner’s policy and any further
damage
would
be
covered
by
Underinsured/Uninsured Motorist Coverage
on your vehicle. With those facts, the risk
of loss would be put on the person who was
totally not responsible for the accident.
Carefully read your renewal to see if you
have been affected by the recent changes in
policy language. ★
Pamela B. Lolan is an attorney at
Melchers Law Firm, located at 909 West
Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and the firm’s
primary areas of practice are estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, real estate,
corporate law, and personal injury. Lolan
can be reached at 467-1092.

Teens
Aquarium Seeks Teens For
AquaKids And AquaCorp
Teenagers with an interest in marine
life can apply for positions in Audubon
Aquarium of the Americas’ two programs
designed just for them. AquaKids and
AquaCorps members learn about the animals at the Aquarium, and talk with visitors
about the exhibits at the popular riverfront
attraction.
Both programs provide students with
specialized training, field trips, and handson learning opportunities. AquaKids is a
year-long program for 13 and 14 year olds.
AquaCorps is a summer-only program for
15 and 16 year olds. Based on performance, AquaCorps members are invited to

continue their program through the remainder of the year.
Advance training for both programs is
held in June and participants will spend
their summer learning and interpreting
exhibits at the Aquarium, exploring
through field trips, working with animals,
and some will also perform stage presentations, gallery chats, and “creature features”
at the Aquarium.
Applications are now available and will
be accepted until April 27. For more information, or to request an application packet,
call 378-2638. ★
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Mase To Put Zephyrs
Back On Base
By KEN TRAHAN
S i n c e
moving to the
New Orleans
community in
1993, the New
O r l e a n s
Zephyrs have
been a great
fit, providing
pure family
fun at affordable prices.
Originally based at the University of New
Orleans, the Zephyrs enjoyed modest success before taking off with a move to a
brand new stadium in 1997. Affectionately
dubbed “the shrine on Airline,” Zephyr Field
has been a crown jewel for Jefferson Parish
and the community as a whole, hosting soccer, prep baseball, college baseball, concerts, and political gatherings. Most importantly, the facility serves as home to the
Triple A baseball team residing here.
Entering year 13 in the New Orleans
area, the Zephyrs are hoping to ignore the
significance of the number by catching a bit
of luck. While luck is essential to the level
of success in any venture, skill, through
intelligent hiring, sound planning, and solid
execution, are the backbone of any successful venture. Recently, Zephyrs owner
Donald Beaver made a wise, sound investment geared toward returning the franchise
to a lofty status in South Louisiana.
On March 30, the Zephyrs announced
the hiring of Ron Maestri as their Executive
Director and Chief Operating Officer.
Assistant General Manager Mike Schline
was promoted to General Manager of
Baseball Operations.
Having spent his entire life around baseball and in athletics, Maestri understands the
nuances of the sport. Having built a baseball
program from scratch to become an elite
program in the stands and on the field at the
University of New Orleans, Maestri understands how to attract fans. Having served as
an executive administrator at UNO for 14
years, Maestri understands corporate management. Having served as Executive
Director of the New Orleans Bowl for the
New Orleans Sports Foundation, Maestri
understands the community and its corporate base. Having befriended numerous
politicians over his 35 year career, Maestri
knows how to nurture important relationships to gain necessary political favor.
The move makes enormous sense. In
fact, when superb General Manager Jay
Miller departed the Zephyrs for Round
Rock in 1998, Maestri would have been a
sound hire at that point. Had that been done
then, perhaps the dramatic dip in attendance

and prestige would not have occurred.
Original General Manager Jay Cicero did a
solid, admirable job of steering a virgin
product through a minefield of problems
including no on-site offices, a sub-par Triple
A playing facility, a lawsuit from Tom
Benson, a minimal-interest affiliation with
the Milwaukee Brewers, and weather. After
relocating to Zephyr Field in 1997, the
Zephyrs drew over 507,000 fans in the inaugural year on Airline Drive. In 1998, the
franchise reached a high-point of over
518,000 fans with the team winning the
Pacific Coast League title and the inaugural
Triple A World Series in Las Vegas. Despite
the best, honest efforts of Dan Hanrahan and
Dan Rajkowski, a slow, annual dip began in
1999. Certainly, attrition was anticipated but
a free-fall manifested itself by 2002. In
2004, the Zephyrs drew right at 324,000
fans, placing them in the bottom tier of the
Pacific Coast League. In addition, the geographically correct affiliation with the
Houston Astros ended with the upstart
Washington Nationals taking over.
Though arriving at a late date with the
season set to begin April 7, Maestri will
make a difference. The 64 year old said that
he feels “reborn, renewed, recharged,” about
taking the position. “I haven’t been this
excited since taking the head baseball job at
UNO,” said Maestri. During the decline of
the new century, the Zephyrs have lost fans,
advertisers, season ticket buyers, and positioning in the market. The arrival of the New
Orleans Hornets and New Orleans VooDoo
has dramatically damaged the baseball club,
making them last in the professional pecking order, the letter Z, if you will. Over the
past four seasons, three have featured bad
fortune with regard to weather. Rain has
either delayed or cancelled several games.
In minor league baseball, there is nothing
worse than rain falling an hour before start
time. Prospective customers elect to stay
home in droves when this occurs. In defense
of last year’s overall numbers, the Zephyrs
were rained out twice on Friday night and
twice on Saturday night, losing 25,00030,000 potential fans.
What the Zephyrs and Maestri have
going for them are location, pricing, a nice
facility, and a couple of months of unfettered competition for the sports dollar (June
and July). Ticket pricing ranges from $7 to
$9.50 per game. The levee is a $5 cost.
Zephyr Field is easy to access and the ballpark remains a nice one though help is needed in the area of a paint job, new or repaired
padding on fencing, a scoreboard/video
board upgrade, and improved drainage to
handle the incessant rains of a South
Louisiana summer. To that end, Maestri is
the perfect person to lobby Jefferson Parish
continued on page 23

4200 Williams Boulevard

465-1312
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Saturday
www.scottystireauto.com
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Achilles Tendon Injuries
By LUIS M. ESPINOZA M.D.
The Achilles tendon is the thickest and
strongest tendon in the body. This long
band of tissue attaches the muscles of the
calf to the heel bone and is responsible for
allowing the foot to flex. The Achilles tendon enables the athlete to push off of the
foot when walking or jumping.
Spontaneous rupture of the Achilles tendon
usually occurs in men between the ages of
thirty and fifty years of age who participate
in recreational sports activities. This injury
has also been reported in professional baseball players like Eduardo Perez of the
Tampa Bay Devil Rays, and in football
players like former New York Jets quarterback, Vinny Testaverde.
There can be a number of factors that
cause the tendon to tear. Patients who have
taken steroids for a long time tend to have
weakened connective tissue which is more
susceptible to rupture. Another common
cause of Achilles tendon tears is related to

a problem called tendinosis. This is an
overuse phenomenon that is the result of
accumulative impact loading and repetitive
micro-trauma to the tendon. With this condition, the tendon is not as strong in any
one part of its length as it should be, and
repetitive activity causes the tendon to partially tear and eventually fail.
In the professional arena, most Achilles
injuries seem to occur in the quick acceleration/jumping-type sports like basketball,
baseball or football. In a number of ruptures of the stop-and-start variety or the
backward-to-forward transition, the tendon
has a heavy load applied to it followed
quickly by a sudden change in direction.
Think of a quarterback dropping back to
pass and then stepping up into the pocket,
or a baseball player that attempts to steal a
base and then is forced to change directions
immediately to avoid being tagged out.
Typically, the tendon ruptures approximately four to six centimeters up from
where it attaches to the heel bone. This area
has been shown to have a diminished
amount of blood supply and may predispose the tendon to mechanical failure due
to poor healing potential. The patient will
usually relate that it feels that someone or
something has hit them in the calf.

Occasionally, it may feel like something
has popped, along with associated swelling,
pain and weakness when walking. An
examiner can perform what is called the
Thompson’s test if they suspect Achilles
tendon damage. The patient lies face down
on a table and the physician squeezes the
calf muscle. If the tendon is intact, the foot
will point towards the ceiling, which shows
tendon integrity and means that there is not
a complete tear. However, if you squeeze
the calf and the foot remains motionless,
this signals that the tendon is completely
ruptured.
Most healthy athletes will recover predictably when their Achilles tendon is
repaired surgically and then aggressively
rehabilitated. The two ends of the tendon
are sewn together and the foot and lower
leg are placed in a cast with the foot pointed down to lessen the tension on the
repaired tendon. In older, less active individuals, a non-operative approach may be
employed, which involves cast immobilization for a long period of time. Regardless of
the treatment, athletes can expect a six to
twelve week recovery period. This is usually a season-ending injury because complete
healing needs to take place to avoid the
possibility of re-rupturing the tendon.

To minimize the chance of injuring the
Achilles tendon, one should practice proper stretching before beginning an activity.
Loosen up by doing gentle calf stretches.
This is especially true if you are older or
not well-conditioned. Finally, be aware of
any pain in the Achilles tendon and make
sure to treat any sign of calf pain with rest,
ice and elevation. ★
Luis M. Espinoza M.D. is a Board
Eligible Orthopedic Surgeon practicing at
the Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine,
Physical Medicine and Reconstructive
Surgery. Dr. Espinoza serves as a consultant for the Washington Nationals AAA affiliate New Orleans Zephyrs baseball team.
The Orthopedic Center is a multi-specialty
center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in
shoulder, knee, and non-surgical spine
care. Offices are located in Kenner and
Metairie. For additional information call
467-5900
or
log
on
to
www.orthodoc.aaos.org/lespinozamd.
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Seniors

How To Choose An Assisted Living Community

By DEENI R. SHANNON
“Assisted Living” is an option when seniors can no longer stay at home safely or do
not wish to deal with day to day activities
such as cooking, housekeeping and laundry.
Many people choose to move to an assisted
living community for the safety and security
that is offered in a community. According to
ALFA (Assisted Living Federation of
America) more than one million Americans
currently live in assisted living communities, which offer housing and health-care
options combining independence and personal care in a residential setting.
When choosing an assisted living community it is important to evaluate the atmosphere, physical features, services and activities. The atmosphere should be warm and

WAL-MART

(continued from page 1)

piece of property to the city’s economy and
create
needed
new
jobs,”
said
Councilwoman Black. She said an important part of the negotiations was an agreement by the developers, a Thibodaux-based
company, to honor several concessions
requested by Black and the city.
These included a promise that all grocery carts will be kept inside the store,
improved landscaping and a ground-level

friendly and feel home-like while you visit.
Look for a friendly staff as well as happy
residents. Feel free to ask residents if they
are satisfied with the community. Evaluate
the greeting you receive as well as the mood
of the community.
Physical features are another important
part of choosing an assisted living community. Are the halls and living units large
enough to handle wheelchairs, walkers, and
even motorized scooters safely? Safety features such as emergency call system, and
handrails should be available as well as
sprinklers and smoke detectors.
Services are a main focus for many consumers of assisted living. Staff ratios and
training is crucial to ensure proper assistance is available for residents. You should
request information on the numbers and
qualifications of the staff and supervisors
working at the community. Some assisted
living
communities
specialize
in
Alzheimer’s or Rehabilitation care. For the
cognitively impaired, services provided
should include activities to stimulate and
sign rather than the pylon that Albertson’s
had.
“The developers have been very
responsive,” said Black. “This will be the
first Wal-Mart Neighborhood Grocery in
the metro area. My hope is that it will
attract shoppers from throughout the region
whose spending will benefit Kenner’s city
coffers.”
She said the developers may not require
the full 60,000 square feet for the new WalMart store and may rent some space out to
a food outlet or to another retailer. ★

who has a Master’s of Health of
Administration degree, has over fourteen
years experience in health care. Summerville,
a 123 unit assisted living community serving
seniors of Kenner and Jefferson Parish, is
located at 1600 Joe Yenni Boulevard.
Summerville’s phone number is 467-1000.
The company’s website is www.summervillehg.com/atlas/la/kenner.html.

maintain dignity.
Looking for an assisted living community for a loved one can be a very emotional time. The decision is not easy for the resident or the family. Take time to get to know
the staff of the community you select and
use these tips to evaluate your choices. ★
Deeni R. Shannon is the Executive
Director of Summerville at Kenner. Shannon,
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FAMILY
DENTISTRY
CHANGE YOUR SMILE IN ONE VISIT
No Impression • No Temporary
Great for almost all teeth!

AS SEEN ON TV!

Dr. H. “Brad” Bradford III
Dr. Sandra Catchings
4420 Conlin St., Ste. 204 • Metairie, LA 70006

CALL TODAY: 456-0964

GET TO KNOW US. . .
$45 INCLUDES COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION,
NECESSARY X-RAYS, AND PROFESSIONAL CONSULTATION
OFFER EXPIRES 5/6/05

A
F
T
E
R
THE ABOVE RESTORATIONS ARE 100% FINE
PORCELAIN AND BONDED TO THE TEETH FOR
SUPERIOR STRENGTH. FOR A FREE REPORT
ON THIS FABULOUS TECHNOLOGY, CALL THE
OFFICE AT 456-0964.

PRINTING
Celebrating Our 26th Year

SAVE OUR LAKE
9th Annual Save Our Lake
Fishing Rodeo
Saturday, April 16 and Sunday, April 17, 2005
Kick-Off Party • Prizes
For more information visit www.saveourlake.org
Volunteers are needed to help teach young children about Lake Pontchartrain.
Must be available during the day. Will train.
Contact JoAnn at 836-2238 or joann@saveourlake.org

★ Custom Index Tabs
★ Graphic Design
★ Laminating up to 44”
★ Fax / Mailing Service
★ High Speed Copying
★ Color Copies
★ Oversize Copies up to 36” Wide

★ Business Cards

★ Newsletters

★ Postcards

★ Raffle Tickets

★ Brochures

★ Flyers

★ Letterheads

★ Invitations

★ Envelopes

★ Forms

Call Us For FREE
Pickup & Delivery

(504) 733-0903
Visit Us At: www.tomsprinting.com
E-mail: prepress@tomsprinting.com
Elmwood Business Park • 1533 Edwards Avenue • Elmwood, LA 70123 • Fax (504) 733-4532
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Health
Curve Balls: Do They Have A Place in Youth Baseball?

By CRAIG GOODWIN
April has arrived and youth baseball programs are beginning in our area. Most of our
children will pick up a glove and ball for the first

time in the next couple of weeks, and head out to
the ballpark to try-out for a team without ever
going through a pre-season throwing program.
Overuse injuries are not uncommon in Little
League baseball and can take months to heal.
More than three million boys and girls will be
involved in Little League baseball programs
around the country and more than 90,000 will
get hurt. The most prevalent of these injuries is
pain in the elbow region of the throwing arm.
Going through a throwing program that will

The Way
Business
Communicates
Formerly Gage Telephone System of New Orleans

Sales - Service - Maintenance
www.southeasttel.com

Voice Data Cabling • Voice Mail
Local & Long Distance Service
Auto Attendant • Unified Messaging
DSL & Internet Service

466-4243
2005 3rd St., Kenner
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help prevent injury and condition the arm is a
vital part of preventing overuse elbow injuries in
the Little League player. Parents should begin a
pre-season throwing program about four weeks
prior to local playground try-outs by starting to
throw with their child from a short distance of 30
feet and progressing to long-toss throws at 120150 feet by the fourth week. It is important that
both parents and coaches be educated in pre-season conditioning and proper warm-up for the
adolescent baseball player.
In a child age eight to 13, the elbow anatomy is very different than that of an adult. The
bones are still open at growth centers, allowing
for separation if too much force is placed on the
joint. A tremendous amount of force occurs in
the elbow during a long overhand throw or fast
pitch, with the greatest stress being placed on the
medial section, or inside of the elbow joint.
Coaches and parents need to teach the proper
mechanics of throwing as well as getting their
child to develop habits of stretching and
strengthening the arm, leg, and trunk muscles.
Proper conditioning will help diminish overuse
injuries.
Although the risk of injury increases with
age and the level of competition, several other
risk factors have been identified. A few major
risk factors that increase the incidence of elbow
pain or injury in the Little League player
include: throwing a breaking ball (curveball or
slider) at an early age, too many pitches per
game or too many per inning, poor pitching
mechanics, or poor practice and conditioning
habits. There are many opinions on when to start
an adolescent player pitching and most agree
that it is at the age of 10 years old. Dr. Joseph
Chandler, Director of Medical Services for the
Atlanta Braves, surveyed 101 minor and major
league pitchers to see what their youth baseball
experience was like. The average age they started pitching was 10.1 years of age. Younger players should be learning how to throw a baseball
accurately with proper mechanics and also working on their hitting skills and skills in the field.
Preventing injury in the Little League elbow
should be a top priority with all coaches. As
noted above, limiting the number of pitches
thrown and type of pitches allowed should be the

ZEA RESTAURANT

(continued from page 1)

“THE MOBSTER LOBSTER”
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hours to spend over a hot oven preparing
lunch or dinner. Eating out at a restaurant,
or take-out several times a week, is a central factor of life at many homes in Kenner.
Zea is our perfect answer to the family that
loves to eat together but doesn’t have time
to do the cooking. We do the cooking and
the family does the eating.”
The Zea concept is to offer all these
busy people a varied, affordable menu
filled with interesting dishes that are completely unlike the typical casual restaurant.
“We’re among the largest purchasers of
duck,” says Reggio. “The duck empanadas
appetizer and the twice cooked crispy duck

two greatest concerns of both coaches and parents. The USA Baseball Medical and Safety
Advisory Committee recommends players age
eight to 18 should be limited to two pitching
appearances per week and limited pitches per
game depending on the child’s age. Between the
ages of eight and 10 years old, pitches should be
limited to 50 per game, throwing only a fast ball.
In the age group of 11-12 years old, the player
should be limited to 70 pitches per game, throwing only a fast ball and change-up. At age 13, the
player is allowed 75 pitches per game, throwing
only a fast ball and change-up. As the body
structure of the player matures, his arm is able to
tolerate increased pitch counts and different type
of pitches thrown. At age 14, the pitcher is still
allowed 75 pitches per game, but now he is able
to throw not only the fast ball and change-up, but
the curve ball as well. The slider is not allowed
until age 16 with a pitch count of 90 pitches per
game. Introducing the curve ball and slider too
soon increases elbow and shoulder injury rates in
young athletes. Rest periods of two or more days
between games are necessary as well to allow
tissues to heal.
Breaking pitches such as the curve ball and
slider have been strongly associated with
increases in elbow and shoulder pathology
because of the increased stresses produced when
throwing these types of pitches. The risk of using
breaking pitches is magnified for the young athlete because growth plates in the elbow and
shoulder are still open and more susceptible to
stress-related injuries. Injury prevention is the
responsibility of all who are involved with youth
baseball. We need to keep young players healthy
so they may enjoy the sport throughout their lifetime. ★
Craig Goodwin, Physical Therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy,
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard and two
other locations in Metairie and on the West
Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical
School Department of Allied Health, Department
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals
at Kenner Orthopedic & Sports Therapy can be
contacted via email at Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

have really found niches in the marketplace. One of our primary theories of cuisine is that people appreciate varied tastes
and dishes. Our BBQ chicken and ribs platter is great family fare, either at the restaurant or as a take-out.”
The most popular of the Zea chain is
the store at the Clearview Mall, but the
downside there is that wait times can
exceed an hour.
“We have a wonderful management
team and a very energetic, enthused wait
staff at the Esplanade Mall Zea, where the
wait time for a table is less than half that at
Clearview,” said Reggio. “Our location at
Esplanade Mall between Dillard’s and
Mervyn’s has really turned out to be a
gem.” ★
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Sports

Kenner Soccer Kicks Off With Over 600 Registered
The launch of soccer into the Kenner
Parks and Recreation Department’s athletics program has far exceeded the department’s expectations, with over 600 children, ages four through 16, registered to
play. On Monday, March 21, the four
through 10-year-old-division began playing
at Greenlawn Playground and the 11
through 16-year-old division took the field

at Muss Bertolino Playground.
“Because soccer is new to the recreation department, it was determined that
the first year would be somewhat of a pilot
program, giving the players a chance to
learn the game without the added pressure
of winning and losing,” said Greg Carroll,
Recreation Administrator Coordinator.
“The league will stress fundamentals and

Female New Orleans Blaze
Football Team Begins Play In April

teamwork. Scores will not be kept for the
four to 10 year-old group. Children from
different playgrounds are playing together
as teammates – for the first time in the history of KPRD,” continued Carroll.
The league consists of almost 50 teams.
More than 50 parents have volunteered to
coach with soccer experience ranging from
former players and coaches to first-time
soccer moms. First time coaches and
KPRD staffers attended three soccer clinics

sponsored by the Lafreniere Soccer Club. A
four hour clinic by Kenny Farrell, head
coach and general manager of the New
Orleans Shell Shockers, was offered to all
coaches.
In keeping with the fun approach to the
game, KPRD will sponsor a Kenner Soccer
Fest for all age groups at the conclusion of
the season. The fest will consist of a roundrobin tournament with participation awards
to be given to all players. ★

Food Service Under New Management
St. Jerome Knights of Columbus

HALL RENTAL
Wedding Receptions • Showers • Dances
Birthdays • Sweet 16s, etc.
Stage • Catering • Floral • Cakes • Music
Well Stocked Bar • Bridal Suite

50 OFF

$
on a Full Rental
We’ll Customize a Package to Suite Your Budget
Full Service Catering Available
3310 Florida Ave. • 504/469-6736

The New Orleans Blaze female football team opens season play on April 30. The
team will play at Muss Bertolino playground in Kenner on Saturday nights. For
more information visit the Blaze online at www.neworleansblaze.com.

“Take Me Back To The Ball
Game” New Zephyrs Slogan
The New Orleans Zephyrs have selected “Take me back to the ballgame!” as their
new slogan for 2005 and released their
schedule of promotions for the season.
“Our new slogan is a call to action for
2005,” said Zephyrs General Manager
Mike Schline. “We want more fans in the
seats, and if you used to go to games but
have not been to the ballpark recently, it is
time to come back out.”
The Zephyrs will continue their most
popular promotion in 2005, with a fireworks show after every Friday night game,
on the Fourth of July, and after the final
home game of the season.
Other promotions that will continue
from last year are $1 hot dogs on
Wednesday, $1 soda and beer on

Thursdays, summer concerts on Saturdays
and Kids Day on Sundays.
The biggest new promotion of the season will be a $1000 giveaway at the end of
every Saturday night game. The Z’s will
also have Double Win Wednesday – free
tickets to the next Wednesday game if the
Z’s win.
The Zephyrs biggest giveaway items in
2005 will be a groundskeeper Thomas
Marks bobble head doll, a bobble head doll
of former Zephyrs pitcher and current
Major Leaguer Brad Lidge, Zephyrs duffle
bags, T-shirts and kids replica jerseys.
The Zephyrs will open the season in
Nashville on April 7. Their home opener
will be on Friday, April 15. ★

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE

KENNER ST★R

Gulf Coast Bank & Trust welcomes you to visit our brand
new building at 3410 Williams Blvd. in Kenner. We'd love
to help you with all your banking needs, and like the rest of
our banking staff, we can help find a banking solution that
is right for you.
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Automotive

Tire And Alignment Questions
By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
Here are some questions frequently asked
about vehicle tire and alignment.
Q: I have a late model car and I always

worry about my tires. They always look low to
me. What is the proper inflation for my tires?
A: Vehicles today come with sets of tires in
many different sizes. Most likely your vehicle
has a 70 series tire, which probably is a low profile tire. Your tires may appear low on air, due to
an optical illusion, but are actually inflated
properly. Look in your owner’s manual or in the
driver’s doorjamb to see how much air your tires
require. You can vary a few pounds up from the
specification, although increasing the pressure

CLIP THIS AD AND SAVE 5% ON YOUR LANDSCAPE
INSTALLATION OR 10% ON A PURCHASE AT THE STORE.

LANDSCAPING
FREE ESTIMATES

Commercial & Residential
Expert design by our degreed Landscape Architect.
We also do Patios, Decks, Ponds, and Irrigation.

AT THE STORE
NEW ARRIVALS

Great Color, Great Quality
& Friendly Service

INC.

“We have been around to serve your needs in Kenner for 20 years —
the only family owned neighborhood garden center in Kenner.”

3601 Florida Ave. • Kenner • 468-2300

will give you a stiffer ride.
Vehicles equipped with alloy wheels could
lose air from around the rim. These rims should
periodically be cleaned and resealed. Check
your tire pressure on a regular basis or before
long trips. Over-inflation and under-inflation
can cause uneven tire wear. Always check your
tire pressure when the tires are cold.
Q: My tires have less than 30,000 miles on
them and are wearing on the edges. Is something wrong with my car or are my tires defective?
A: Uneven tire wear can be caused by many
things. Some of the possibilities are worn suspension and steering components, improper tire
inflation or wheel misalignment, but, the most
common reason, however, is worn steering or
loose suspension components. A vehicle’s alignment can also be changed because of worn
parts. Both tire over-inflation and under-inflation can cause uneven wear. For a tire to roll
down the road with the least resistance, it must
be aligned to the road, parallel to the other three
wheels, straight with the chassis and accurately
inflated. When you have a front wheel drive
vehicle, both the front and rear wheel alignments are adjustable. Take your vehicle to your
technician and have your front steering and suspension components checked and then talk to
your technician about wheel alignment. An educated technician should be able to tell by the
way your tires are wearing what is causing the
tire wearing condition.

Q: I feel shaking in my steering wheel at
about 55 to 60 m.p.h. What is the problem?
A: The most likely problem is with the tires
so check them first. One or more tires could
either be out of balance or the actual belt of a
tire may be separating. If the tires are fine, then
check the front end for any worn components.
Q: Do I need a front end alignment because
the front end of my vehicle shimmies, especially
at low speeds?
A: Maybe not. A car pulling or having poor
handling is usually the reason to get a vehicle
alignment. When driving, if your car shakes or
shimmies it is probably because of a worn tire or
defective tread structure, but it could also be due
to a faulty front end component. Get your technician to road test your vehicle and have the
front end inspected. Have the tie rods and ball
joints inspected for excessive wear. Also inspect
your tires for worn or uneven areas and for belt
separation. If you replace your tires or a worn
end component, then you should get a front end
alignment on your vehicle. ★
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and
operated full-service tire and automotive shop,
located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner.
Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday, and 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. on
Saturday. Scotty’s website is www.scottystireauto.com.

Rivertown
Pinocchio Premieres At RRT
3501 Chateau Blvd.

465-9444

Eat Healthy For Summer
SALADS

OPEN

Southwestern Chicken Salad
Grilled chicken, corn, salsa, black beans, cheddar jack cheese, cucumbers,
tomatoes & tortilla strips. Served with Southwest ranch dressing.
7.25

Mother’s
Day

Smoked Turkey Salad
Smoked turkey, baby swiss, chopped walnuts and sliced apple.
6.50
Cobb Salad
Rows of grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, carrots, boiled egg,
cheddar jack cheese, bacon and smoked turkey.
7.75

Grilled Chicken Spinach Salad
Fresh spinach, grilled chicken, feta cheese, black olives, tomatoes and cucumbers.
6.75
Chef Salad
Grilled chicken, smoked ham, cheddar jack cheese, boiled egg,
fresh tomatoes, bacon and alfalfa sprouts.
7.25
All salads served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers and your choice of dressing.
Raspberry Walnut, Caesar, Lite Ranch, Honey Mustard, Fat Free Italian,
Hot Bacon, Blue Cheese, Balsamic Basil Vinaigrette. Extra dressing .50

Imagine Theatre for Children, will premiere Pinocchio, a new family musical, at
Rivertown Repertory Theatre’s children’s
wing on Saturday, April 9 at 2:00 p.m. for
the public, and for school students at 9:30
a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Pinocchio was commissioned by
Imagine Theatre from “Uncle” Wayne
Daigrepont, who wrote over 23 original
songs and lyrics for the musical and
designed all the puppets for the show.
Pinocchio is also directed by

Daigrepont, owner and operator of PortaPuppet Players. David Lizana and Daniel
Rigamer alternate in the title role, with
Vatican Lokey as Geppeto, Stacy
Talianchch as the Blue Fairy, Robert
Nauman as Honest John and John
Hammons as Stromboli.
Tickets for the 2:00 p.m. public performances on Saturday, April 9 and Sunday,
April 17 are $8 per child and $12 for adults.
School performances are $4 per student.
For ticket information call 468-7221. ★

April Reigns At The Children’s Castle
All performances are on Saturdays at
11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
APRIL 2
Hobgoblin Hill Puppets
CINDERGATOR
APRIL 9
Storyteller John Lehon
“April FOOlish Folly”
APRIL 16
Panorama Jazz Band
JUMP FOR JAZZ
APRIL 23
Porta Puppet Players
THREE “LIVELY” LITTLE PIGS

APRIL 30
Musician Judy Stock returns
SINGIN’ ALL SATURDAY
Castle shows are suggested for children
ages five and older. Admission is $3.50 per
person (ages two and older.) Call 468-7231
extension 220, Tuesday through Saturday,
from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., or contact
the Castle directly at 712-9861, Saturday
9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m., for reservations
and information. Children’s Castle is located at 501 Williams Boulevard in Kenner’s
Rivertown. ★
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Community
Kenner TV Channel Announces Lineup
Kenner’s Cox Cable channel, KTV-76,
will soon add several more programs to its
increasing lineup of shows in the upcoming
weeks. Beginning in April 2005, KTV-76
will have a rotating weekly schedule of
programming, 24 hours a day and seven
days a week. Shows in production include:
On the Front Porch with Phil: Mayor
Capitano hosts this casual front-porch style
chat with special guests and emails from
residents.
Kenner Revealed: Host Ed Clancy
takes us for an inside look at various city
departments and operations for a day-inthe-life look at city workers and programs.
Kenner – Everything’s Right Here:
Hosted by Ed Clancy, this show’s features
include special events, organizations and
happenings for and about Kenner.
Recreation Connection: This on-location show highlights athletic and leisure
programs offered by Kenner’s Parks and
Recreation Department and is hosted by
Leon Contavesprie.

Vocero Live!: The region’s bilingual
newspaper takes to the airwaves with an
Hispanic flair including special guests and
musical acts.
Louisiana Business Spotlight with Jeff
Crouere: Regional economic development
and business issues will be the focus of this
program, along with a spotlight on unique
Kenner businesses.
Kenner Kalendar: This is a billboard of
public events and announcements for
Kenner residents.
Other programming includes replays of
Aviation Board meetings, replays of
Kenner City Council meetings (followed by
a Spanish translation), special events such
as Twilight at Twelfth Night and Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day, educational programming from NASA, a show featuring Kenner
schools,
and
Public
Service
Announcements.
Questions or comments regarding
KTV-76 can be sent via email to
ktv76@kenner.la.us. ★

“Sweet Potato Queen” Author
To Speak At EJGH Symposium
East Jefferson General Hospital will
present “Long Live the Queen,” a health
seminar for women featuring best-selling
author and humorist Jill Conner Browne on
Saturday, April 16 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. in the hospital’s Conference Center.
The event includes panel discussions led
by physicians and other healthcare professionals on heart health for women,
menopause, and cosmetic procedures. A
catered luncheon in the hospital’s atrium

will feature keynote speaker Jill Conner
Browne. Browne is the best-selling author
of The Sweet Potato Queens’ Book of Love,
God Save the Sweet Potato Queens, The
Sweet Potato Queens’ Big-Ass Cookbook
(and Financial Planner) and The Sweet
Potato Queens’ Field Guide to Men: Every
Man I Love is Either Married, Gay or Dead.
Tickets to the event are $25 per person
and can be purchased by credit card by calling 456-5000. ★

Officials Break Ground
On South Kenner Gazebo
On Monday, March 7, Kenner Mayor
Phil Capitano, District 1 Councilman Marc
Johnson and District 2 Councilman John
Lavarine III participated in the groundbreaking ceremony for a new gazebo in
Rosemary J. Minor Park in the 600 block of
Taylor Street, adjacent to the railroad
tracks.
The 24-foot, open air facility, expected
to cost approximately $46,000, will complement the tennis courts, play lot and
walking track already in place at the eightyear-old park. Upon completion, the gazebo will be available for community use,
including church events, family gatherings,
and picnics. The structure will be con-

structed of steel and brick, with a concrete
floor and metal roof.
“This gazebo is here because of a community block grant that the city was awarded,” said Kenner Mayor Phil Capitano.
“This section of south Kenner is a low
to moderate income community, so this
will be an invaluable addition to the park
and will benefit all residents in the area.
We are really very excited about this,” said
Alfreda Rogers, Kenner Director of
Community Development. Rogers expects
the gazebo to be completed by April 30,
2005 and said swings will also be added in
the coming months. ★
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Kenner Celebrates 150th Birthday
The city of Kenner commemorated its Sesquicentennial birthday with a celebration on March 30 in the Belle Grove Plantation
Room in the Pontchartrain Center. The event, which was open to
the public, included former Kenner dignitaries as guest speakers,
and memorabilia from Kenner’s past.
Special guests also read poignant letters written by past mayors Eddie D’Gerolamo, and Joseph Maggiore, while the public
took the opportunity to write their own memories, letters or stories on acid-free paper for the city’s next time capsule. Photos and
documents showing Kenner’s history and culture were on display
as well as a video presentation with interviews of longtime Kenner
residents.
The highlight of the evening was the unveiling of a time capsule that was placed and preserved in the foyer floor of Kenner
City Hall by the existing mayor, Joe Yenni, and the Kenner
Council in 1977. It was sealed with a bronze plaque since then.
The following letter from Mayor Yenni, written in 1977 and
addressed to the future 2005 mayor of Kenner, was read aloud to
those who had come to take a first hand look at portions of
Kenner’s past:
March 8, 1977
Dear Mr. Mayor,
At this moment I am in the Hilton Hotel in Washington, D.C.
We, three Councilmen and I, are attending the National League

We are a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
great difference in the care, service and value your
family receives. If you ever have a question or would
like more information feel free to call or stop by.

of Cities meeting. The purpose of this trip is to meet
with our Congressional delegation from Louisiana
requesting their assistance to receive federal aid for
three major needs:
1. Sewerage
2. Soil Subsidence
3. Land Purchase for Parks
We are experiencing an unbelievable growth in
our city. In order not to curtail this growth there is a
most demanding need for additional sewerage treatment facilities. There are available 15-25% matching
grants for such construction if one can document that
need. We have submitted a master plan for an $18 million grant. We must complete this project or the city
will be in a most embarrassing position.
We are also interested and concerned with the soil
subsidence problem existing north of Veterans
Highway. Our aim is to receive a grant to conduct a
study, providing the city with scientific information
and positive recommendations to be included in our
building code to help our homeowners in this area. I
am certain this will remain a problem until this data
is available. Let’s hope the problem will be resolved
by the year 2027.
Our third request is help in obtaining land for
additional parks and playgrounds. In 1970 when I
became mayor, the city owned 2 ? playgrounds. Today
we are operating 11 and are very concerned in purchasing a 55-acre tract located in the Woodlake
Development. I have met with strong opposition from
some of the Councilmen; in fact, several of the administration’s proposals have been delayed or sidetracked.
The letter continues:
(Back in Kenner)
Mr. Mayor, if this land purchase is not executed,
the City of Kenner will have exhausted its last chance
of having a park. When this tract of land is developed,
there will be no vacant land – we who have lived in
Kenner for years will remember this as marshlands
where fishing, hunting and camping provided us our
entertainment during our boyhood days.
Our administration has suddenly divided up into
“independents” – never knowing what to expect from
them. They have adopted the “proceed with caution”
attitude in exploring new projects and too afraid to
“take chances” in order to avoid criticism. (We don’t
want to be in the same position as New York City or
Monroe, where the Federal Government had to bail
them out of their financial positions).
In the past seven years our population has
increased from 29,000 to 53,000. We have increased
the size of the Police Dept. and Fire Dept. by 100% six new fire engines have been purchased, we are purchasing 10-15 new police cars each year, a new jail
complex is under construction and City Hall will be
enlarged within the next 2 months. Every street in the
city has been overlaid with asphalt topping. Our
budget has increased from $1.5 million to $8.5 million.
Loyola University has now begun to develop its
520-acre site. This was a hot issue from start to finish.
They demanded 30 acres of commercial zoning from
East Loyola to West Loyola on West Esplanade! I felt
that commercial was needed in the area; however, it
should have been divided at 41st and some at Sunset
They were able to “get” to two of the Councilmen to
override a veto. For the sake of Kenner, I do hope this

area will not become a slum area – we are beginning
to have problems.
Kenner has been my home from birth – born and
reared here – coached at Kenner High School, had a
state championship football team in 1951, 2 state
track championships in 1951 and ’52 – I love it and
will fight for its rights.

Kenner Mayor
Phil Capitano
and Kenner
officials open
a time capsule
that has been
sealed since
1977.

We have served Kenner honestly and are truly concerned about its future. Studies have been many –
firms have been employed to provide us with future
needs in Sewerage, Transportation, Recreation, soil
studies, financial projections and others – we have
spent many a dollar to provide us with this information. I am praying that it will guide leaders for the
future.
When the capsule is opened 30 years from today, I
do hope my daughter Peggy Jo Maunior and my son
Michael Yenni are both alive and still living in Kenner.
They along with my wife have guided me along with
advice on many occasions. In fact, my wife wants me
to “give it all up” and enjoy our remaining years in
true retirement. I am 59 years old and will attempt to
run and win again in 1978.
My only grandson Mikey Maunoir, who is just ten
months old, should be around. I intend to spend lots of
time with him and help him to live a true “American
boy’s life.” I’m going to see that he becomes a scrapper…
Best of luck to you and the Councilmen – I do hope
that some of the present day problems have been
resolved and that Kenner will continue to be a peace
loving community as I have known it.
May God Bless All of You
Sincerely
Joe Yenni
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Home
Home Inspections Versus Warranties
By DAN DORMADY
Buying a home is a
major investment. I am
often asked about home
warranties and whether or
not they are good to have.
Many real estate companies offer warranties to
preclude future expenses
due to a problem after the
purchase. However, a warranty is only as good as the
fine print in the policy and
the company that stands behind it. Only a quality home
inspection can assure a confident, well-informed buyer.
What is a home warranty? A warranty is a resource
to pay for the repair or replacement in the event of the
unexpected breakdown of those items covered by the
warranty. A warranty is for a limited period of time,
often one year or less. Each claim against a warranty
usually has some deductible expense that must be paid
by the owner, typically $25 or $50.
Most warranties are limited both in duration and
what is covered. It is important to be aware of the specific components covered and not covered by the warranty. It is also important to understand the process for
filing a claim under the warranty as well as the
resources of the company providing that warranty.
In real estate, there are several different types of
warranties. First, there are warranties offered on new
homes. These are generally made available through the
builder, who participates in an insurance program for
that purpose. These warranties may last up to ten years
but not all elements of the house are covered during the
life of the policy.
The second type of warranty is one offered on existing homes at the time of sale. These are offered by real
estate or independent insurance companies. Such warranties generally apply only to the major systems in the
house (roofing, heating, cooling, appliances, etc), and
are of shorter duration, typically for one or two years.
The third type of warranty is one offered by inspection companies to cover what was missed during the
inspection. An inspection that may be performed as part
of a warranty is for determining if normal warranty
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coverage is appropriate for the property. It is for protecting the company offering the warranty, not for the
potential owners of the property.
What is a home inspection? A home inspection is a
comprehensive statement of the condition of the property based on information available, and provides an
understanding of what may be needed for that property
in the foreseeable future. An inspection is generally
more comprehensive than a warranty. An inspection
typically covers the condition of all components including the structure, as well as safety issues, the suspected
presence of hazardous materials, and other items of
interest and importance to a buyer or owner.
A competent inspection provides the buyer with an
understanding of the property to minimize surprises and
unexpected expenses later. It offers more protection to
the seller and agent because it fulfills the obligations of
disclosure. It is also a resource when performed by a
company that stands behind the quality and accuracy of
their work. Items that should have and could have been
seen at the time of the inspection will be resolved with
the buyer should problems arise. This means fewer
headaches for everyone later on.
Not all inspections are equal. While all home
inspectors are required to be licensed in Louisiana,
home inspections performed by home inspectors that
are also licensed professional engineers are typically
more comprehensive than those performed by nonengineers. As with warranties, it is important to understand what is to be included.
Inspections and warranties both have their place in
today’s real estate market. Whereas a warranty may
offer some short-term peace of mind for a limited number of building components, only an inspection offers a
comprehensive understanding of the property for the
buyer and non-disclosure protection for the seller and
agent. ★

2 OFF

$

with $10 purchase

LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER

2105 West Esplanade Avenue • 443-3720
at Williams Boulevard (Behind Popeye’s)
HOURS: MON. - THURS. 7am-10pm, FRIDAY 7am-11pm,
SATURDAY 8 am - 11 pm, SUNDAY 9am - 10 pm

• 23 years experience counseling
small businesses
• Real estate closings
• Successions, wills, and family law

ANTHONY V. LIGI, Jr.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
4425 Clearview Parkway
Metairie, Louisiana 70006

(504) 455-9474
AWARDED HIGHEST RATING AVAILABLE
MARTINDALE HUBBELL NATIONAL LAW DIRECTORY

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector (LSBHI #10273), and
the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in
residential and commercial building inspection services. Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box
113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net.

M. Susan M. Felder, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY
4134 FLORIDA AVENUE, SUITE 101
KENNER, LOUISIANA 70065

(504) 469-6333
Office Hours By Appointment
Emergencies taken daily • New patients welcome.
Visa, Master Card, Discover Card accepted.

Schools

Window Screens Made & Installed

SEAS Present “SEASide Extravaganza” Auction
with drinks and appetizers, a “Road Rally,” Tulane
Baseball Camp, Fishing/Hunting trips, an exclusive
“While You Were Gone” child’s room redesign, hotel
stays, spa treatments and much more.
Tickets are $40 per person and include open bar and
food from the areas best restaurants. If you would like
to purchase tickets or donate an item to the auction,
contact the SEAS school office at 468-3524. ★
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PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
Pool Enclosures
Carports
Insulated Rooms
Replacement
Windows
• Gutters
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Patio Covers
Glass Rooms
Room Additions
Screened Rooms
Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.
504-467-6998
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St. Elizabeth Ann Seton’s Nineteenth Annual
Benefit Auction, “A SEASide Extravaganza,” will be
held on Friday, April 8, 2005 at the Pontchartrain
Center. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for an evening of
music, food, and fun.
Some of the items up for bid this year will include a
luau for 50 people, two electric scooters, two puppies, a
Persian kitten, a three-hour party bus ride complete
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Faithwalk

Blindness And Brainwashing
By CARL CLEVELAND
One of the great joys of my life is teaching a Scripture studies class at a local girls’
high school. My students include sophomores, juniors and seniors. A recent class
focused on the popular Easter season story
from the Gospel of John (John 1-41) about
Jesus’ miraculous healing of the man born
blind. Emphasis is placed on the fact that the
person healed has never been able to see, to
dramatize the wonder of the healing, and to
eliminate any conjecture that he wasn’t really blind or was healed naturally. No doubt
many came to believe as a result of this
great miracle. There is, however, a much
more timeless message for us and for our
teenagers in the story.
In a very real sense we are all born blind
to the practical need for faith in order to live
our lives successfully and productively.
Although we all seem to be hard-wired for
faith, some personal awakening is necessary
for us to make the quantum leap to true
belief. In today’s secular world, it is becoming harder and harder for our young people
to find their own faith because they are
relentlessly bombarded with secular propaganda that would make a modern brainwasher proud. They are not only born blind,
but are also systematically brainwashed.
The cultural bombardment that teens are
subjected to on a daily basis puts them at
great risk. Take a look at the magazines,
movies, and TV programs they listen to

daily, and you will be horrified. Pre-marital
sex, alcohol abuse, illegal drugs, self-centeredness, greed, envy, hate, revenge,
designer clothes, profanity, expensive cars,
casual obscenity, mindless “partying,” body
image obsession, beauty, etc. are relentlessly touted as the only roads to happiness.
Sadly, all manner of hopeless, sinful,
deviant behavior is touted as the desirable
norm.
It is, of course, up to parents, teachers
and religious leaders to provide the countercultural norms of the virtues of fidelity,
chastity, self-denial, loyalty, generosity,
compassion, brotherly love and forgiveness.
In dealing with this problem with my students, I decided that I had to start by convincing them that they were, in fact, being
brainwashed. Their facile argument is that
they only expose themselves to pop culture
in order to learn “what not to do.” The trash
on TV’s VH1, MTV and primetime TV sitcoms and dramas can then be passed off as
a “learning experience.” Vulgar and violent
lyrics in rap music are brushed off as inconsequential. Changing this mindset is no easy
task, but I have six fun exercises that I put
them through to make the point that their
thoughts, reactions and moral judgments are
easy to shape and influence.
I usually start the process with images
popularized in the best-selling book, “Seven
Habits of Highly Successful People.” I show
half of the group a somewhat abstract drawing of an attractive young woman that they
all easily see. Then I show them a deliberately ambiguous drawing that shows the
same young woman in the same pose in a little more detail. Almost all are totally
unaware that the second drawing also
includes a picture of a revolting old hag. The
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TITLE
RANDY LOVITT
Notary Public

“WE CLOSE REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS FOR YOU”

Real Estate Sales, Mortgages,
Donations, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
• Expert Closing Assistance — In Operation over 11 years
• In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys — You’ll need this
• We keep you Informed — We return your Calls
• Convenient Locations — Free validated Parking
• Our Costs are Competitive — Our Work is Accurate
METAIRIE
One Lakeway Center
3900 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 605
Metairie, Louisiana 70002

830-7979
FAX
831-2609

NORTHSHORE
209 Highway 22 West, Suite G
Madisonville, Louisiana 70447

entire first group of girls is able to see the
attractive young woman. Then I show the
second half of the group a third sketch that
contains only the revolting old hag. Then I
show them the same ambiguous second
drawing that the first group saw, containing
both women. Not surprisingly, the entire
second group sees only the old hag. Then I
get everyone to look only at the ambiguous
drawing shown second to each group. I ask
if they all see a picture of a woman, and they
enthusiastically respond “yes,” thinking I
must be a little stupid. Then I ask if the
woman is old or young. Half shout “old,”
and half shout “young.” Then the fun really
begins.
I ask if the woman is ugly or pretty. Half
go for each answer, and the argument begins
in earnest. Neither group can see the “other”
image after I have already programmed
them as to what they are going to see.
Initially, it is almost impossible for those in
each group to see the second image in the
combined drawing, even after having details
pointed out. When this exercise is over, they
begin to listen to me with a more open mind.
The point is this. Once our precious
innocent teens have been programmed by
years of pop-cultural bombardment to
accept deviant and destructive behavior as
the norm, they can’t see its inherent destructiveness and futility no matter how hard they
look. My pet example is the myth of living
together. An astounding number of wellintentioned parents think this is OK. After
all it’s only a “practice marriage” to see if
they are compatible for marriage. Statistics
tell a quite different story. Chances for a
successful marriage go down, not up, after
the practice partnership. Many relationships
end in despair, anger and permanent emotional damage. Unwanted children can be
the real victims. The solution is not an illconceived marriage. It’s the mature decision
to postpone marriage and sexual intimacy
until a permanent commitment in a sacramental marriage is possible. Then the success rates soar. We need to go back to calling the living together arrangement “shacking up,” and loudly and clearly condemn it
as destructive. Silence on the topic as too
sensitive is not acceptable. It is parental
cowardice. We nag our children relentlessly
to wear seat belts. We should also be relentless in helping them avoid bad life choices.
At about this point, I ask the girls to
identify the people who have it all. Most of
the answers are pop icons from movies,
music and TV. Then I ask them how many of
their heroes are happy and normal. When
they think about it, almost all live lives of
anger, addiction, controversy, divorce, scandal, disappointment, animosity, depression
and disillusionment. A dim light begins to
shine in their bright innocent eyes. They
want to be happy and successful in their
lives and do what it takes with some firm
guidance.
Then we talk about the need for self-dis-

cipline and self-denial. This is really tough
because pop culture worships grabbing the
gusto as early and often as possible. We discuss the famous “donut test.” This is a real
test that’s been given to young children at
about age five. A person of apparent authority puts the hungry child in a room with a
fresh, hot, aromatic, glazed donut and is told
not to eat the donut. The child is promised a
whole box of donuts if they will obey. Then
the child is left alone with the tantalizing
donut while being observed through a oneway mirror. The kids’ gyrations are hysterical, but the fact is that those who can delay
gratification are immensely more successful
in school, careers, marriage and life in general than those who can’t resist the temptation to grab the gusto now. I ask the girls
which ones would eat the donut before they
know the meaning of the test. About half
candidly admit they would eat it immediately. They are chagrined when they learn that
this is not the right answer. I emphasize that
there is hope if they will immediately begin
to learn the value of self-denial, especially
when it comes to the great teen dangers of
sexual promiscuity, and alcohol and drug
use. If these dangers, and the low selfesteem they breed, can be eliminated from
their lives and faith substituted as the prop
they lean on in difficult times, they will be
successful.
Next time I will complete my list of cultural brainwashing awareness exercises with
four more of my favorites. If you would like
copies of the drawings referred to in the first
test, contact me, and I will get them to you
by fax, email or snail mail. ★
Carl Cleveland can be reached via
email at kenstarcwc@aol.com.

NEW BUDGET

(continued from page 1)

Hotel adjacent to the Pontchartrain Center.
By law, the new budget must be submitted to the Kenner City Council by the
Capitano administration by May 1. The
council is required to adopt the budget by
June 1, following public hearings.
“At this time,” said McConnell, “we’re
working on budget projections in the Finance
Department. The department heads are
working on their budget requests. We’ve
asked them to submit several versions of
their proposed budgets including a budget
equal to 90 percent of their current budget, a
standstill budget and a budget that includes
additional requests that they feel are urgently needed. Mayor Capitano plans to meet
with each individual department head to go
over their proposed budgets and he’ll make
the final call on what we request for each
department. All of the details will be hammered out in April and we’ll be ready to submit our proposed budget for the new fiscal
year by May 1.” ★
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Eighth Annual “Heavenly Gala”
To Benefit Cenacle Retreat House
The Eighth Annual “Heavenly Gala,” benefiting the
ministries of the Cenacle Retreat House, will be held
Sunday, April 10. Celebration of the Eucharistic begins
at 9:30 a.m. at Immaculate Conception Church, followed by a champagne brunch, a parade of prizes, and
a silent auction in the Grand Ballroom of the Fairmont
Hotel.
The Metairie Cenacle, founded in 1958, offers a
wide variety of programs annually including silent and
preached retreats, personal spiritual direction retreats,
prayer enrollment, and weekly Masses. In 2004, the
Cenacle Sisters and staff ministered to 15,461 persons.
Tickets for the event are $100 per person. For reservations call 887-1420, extension 227. Parade of prize

donors include Arthur Murray Dance Studios, Audubon
Nature Institute, Bologna Art Gallery, Boudreaux’s
Jewelers, Breath of Air, Brennan’s Restaurant, Café Du
Monde, Deannie’s Seafood, Elmwood Fitness Center,
Fisher & Son’s Jewelers, Friends & Company Hair
Salon, Historic New Orleans Collection, Liadro Figaro,
Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra, Maspero’s
Restaurant, Major Video, National D-Day Museum,
New Orleans Athletic Club, Oak Alley Plantation,
Pauline Bookstore, Pelitire’s Flowers, Perlis, Petunia’s
Restaurant, Second Glance Resale Shoppe, Sheraton
New Orleans Hotel, Steamboat Natchez, Timberlane
Country Club, The Tale of Nada Nutria, Tujaque’s and
many more. ★

Changes Made For EBT Card Issuance
The Department of Social Services’ Office of
Family Support (OFS) is changing the way it does business with its Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) cards in
Food Stamp and cash assistance cases.
Eligible households have access to these benefits
using the Louisiana Purchase EBT card. Effective
February 14, all Louisiana Purchase card issuance functions will be transferred to OFS’s EBT contractor, JP
Morgan EFS Inc. Currently, cards are issued by parish
OFS offices.

Under the new process, all Louisiana Purchase
cards will be delivered to recipient households by mail
within five business days. Local parish OFS offices will
no longer issue the cards over-the-counter.
Benefits of the new card issuance process include
cost savings to OFS and a reduction in security risks
associated with card issuance by local offices.
For more information about services provided by
the Department of Social Services, visit the web site at
www.dss.state.la.us. ★

ZEPHYRS

New this year is the “Deca Book” package which allows
you to purchase 10 tickets to the games of your choosing
each a seven dollar value for $50. Maestri, Leger and
Schline are armed and ready to re-energize the thousands
of potential fans who have disappeared over the past couple of seasons. Maestri’s focus will be to attract the youth
of the community, including Jefferson Parish, New
Orleans, St. Bernard, St. Tammany, St. Charles, St. John,
and Tangipahoa parishes through schools, playgrounds
and civic groups. The effort to enhance group sales is
paramount in achieving goals.
For his part, Maestri does not have a number in mind.
“I’m not going to state a numerical goal. We’re just going
to attack this thing, grow the numbers, and see what happens.” Like the wind, a new, positive Zephyr is blowing
on Airline Drive. For Maestri and his organization, the
concept of “catching some Z’s” in a bottle and pouring
the contents into the over 10,000 seats at Zephyr Field
doesn’t seem too far-fetched. With his name already
attached to the ballpark at UNO, Maestri hopes to leave
an indelible footprint at his new ballpark, watching the
line grow at the ticket office at the shrine, music to the
ears of Schline. Look for “Mase” to get the Zephyrs back
on base in the continuing arms race for the entertainment
dollar in the greater New Orleans area. The Zephyrs 13th
home opener is slated for Friday, April 15, against the
Nashville Sounds at 7:05. For ticket information, call
734-5155 or go to zephyrsbaseball.com. ★

(continued from page 13)

and the state legislature for financial assistance.
While the New Orleans Saints and New Orleans
Hornets have fostered a pair of the sweetest deals in all
of professional sports with the state of Louisiana, the
Zephyrs, as the Tim LeHaye/Jerry Jenkins book series
would suggest, have been “left behind.” To that end,
Maestri, team president Walter Leger, Beaver, and
Schline have been meeting with Jefferson Parish
President Aaron Broussard, other councilmen, and members of the Louisiana Stadium and Exposition District,
led by Tim Coulon, to seek assistance at moving the project forward. A task force has been formed to explore how
to produce streams of additional revenue. A stabilizing
force and creative resource, Leger has re-emerged with a
more prominent role in day-to-day operations of the
Zephyrs. Maestri and the Zephyrs will benefit greatly
from his knowledge and expertise.
After purchasing the controlling interest in the team
from John Dikeou in 1995, Leger, driving force Rob
Couhig, and the local ownership partners embarked on
the Disney theme of adding something new every year.
Beaver purchased controlling interest in the club in 2000.
With the exception of Leger, the local owners sold their
shares to Beaver in 2002. An experienced multi-tiered
professional sports owner who has had other minor
league baseball and hockey teams in his stable, Beaver
has also been a minority partner in the Pittsburgh Pirates.
For the most part, the newness theme has been abandoned over the past couple of seasons, largely due to
declining attendance and revenue streams. Newness
equates to excitement, something that has faded from the
scenery at Zephyr Field recently. Still prevalent are the
“Fireworks Fridays” and “Weekend Warriors” packages,

Ken Trahan serves as Assistant Athletic Director for
Media Services, Broadcasting, Campus and Community
Relations and Group Sales at UNO and as sports director at Biz Radio 990, WGSO-AM. Trahan is also the general manager and chairman of the board of the Saints
Hall of Fame in Rivertown, Kenner, and maintains a prep
football website at www.neworleans.com.
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It’s All About You!
The Chic…Boutique

75% OFF

UP TO
WINTER FASHIONS

BB Simon belts
with
Swarovski crystals
4041 Williams Boulevard • Suite 6A
Winn-Dixie Shopping Center • 467-2558
Hours: T, Sat. 10-6 • W, Th, F 10-7

Celebrating 25 Years
Our prices & services are so
good—we will accept all
competitors coupons plus
give you an additional

10% OFF
expires 4/30/05

Specialists in Art, Custom Framing and Design

ESPLANADE MALL

1401 West Esplanade • Kenner • 464-4662
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.

Home Computer Slow?
Any Service Call
New
Month of
Customers $
April

25 OFF

WE CAN HELP!

We specialize In Onsite Computer Service.
VIRUS PROTECTION & REMOVAL
SPYWARE REMOVAL • FIREWALLS
HOME & OFFICE INTERNET SHARING
NETWORKS • WIRELESS
SERVER & WORKSTATION
REPAIR & UPGRADES

616-8030
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Walk outside…It’ s Spring!

Wish someone would turn your landscape
into instant beauty? My last customer said—
it looks like little workers came while I was at
work and changed my yard into a paradise.
Let us do this for YOU!

CALL LYNN DIMM FOR AN ESTIMATE

PERSONAL SERVICE - SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

468-5467
LYNN DIMM’S NURSERY
27 W. 27th Street • Kenner, LA

Get Up To $1,000 Cool Cash On The
World’s Smartest Air Conditioner!
Introducing the Carrier Infinity™ System – the world’s first self-monitoring, residential
air conditioning system. Designed and programmed to run a daily diagnostic check,
it actually adjusts itself to maintain maximum efficiency.

I know cooling.
I also know
savings.

And, right now, you can get up to $1,000 Cool Cash Rebate when you call
a Carrier Factory Authorized Dealer and replace your old air conditioner with
a new, two-speed Infinity™ System. Smart air conditioner. Smart deal.
• 100% Satisfaction Guarantee
• 10-Year Rust Through Guarantee
• 25% Minimum Cooling & Heating Cost Savings • 30 Times More Moisture Removal

St. Pierre’s Services Incorporated
The only Factory Authorized Dealer in the Metro New Orelans area

•

The Higher Learning Commission of
the North Central Association of Colleges
and Schools completed action on October
14 to grant regional accreditation status to
Herzing College, including its campus at
2400 Veterans Memorial Boulevard in
Kenner. “This great news culminates nearly six years of hard work on the part of the
faculty and staff of the college,” said Henry
Herzing, president of the college. “We have
been accredited as a technical and career
college for over 30 years by various national accrediting commissions. This recognition by the Higher Learning Commission
as a regionally accredited institution adds

(504) 466-9399

Puron
a registered
of&Carrier
Corporation
& Infinity is a trademark of Carrier Corporation.
Puron isisa registered
trademark oftrademark
Carrier Corporation
Infinity is a trademark
of Carrier Corporation.
Offersends
end 11/15/04.
See Carrier
Authorized
Dealer forAuthorized
details as restrictions
apply. Homeowners/occupants
Offer
5/15/05.
SeeFactory
Carrier
Factory
Dealer
for details as only.
restrictions apply. Homeowners/occupants only.

March 2005

yet more prestige to our academic programs and brings us into an exclusive club
with some of the finest schools in the country.”
Herzing College is a privately owned
college based in Milwaukee, Wisconsin
with campuses in Atlanta, Birmingham,
Madison, Minneapolis, Kenner, and
Orlando. The college also operates an
Online Division that offers its academic
programs across the country over the Web.
The college offers diploma programs, associate’s degrees and bachelor’s degrees in
the areas of computer technology, business,
health care, and public safety. ★

Kenner Schools Acknowledged
With Growth Rewards From State
By TROY BROUSSARD

You stay cooler, drier and save money with
Puron®, the environmentally sound refrigerant.

(985) 764-6168

Herzing College Granted Accreditation

At a recent reception in Baton Rouge,
more than 600 public schools, including
schools either in Kenner or attended by
Kenner students, received rewards for meeting
or exceeding their yearly accountability goals
Kenner schools who received Exemplary
Academic Growth awards included: A.C.
Alexander Elementary, $6,346.83; Alfred
Bonnabel High, $17,369.73; G.T. Woods
Elementary, $4,000.00; Joseph S. Maggiore
Sr. Elementary, $4,910.39; Theodore
Roosevelt Middle School, $7,070.14, and;
Washington Elementary, $2,180.13. Other
schools with sizeable populations of Kenner
students who received awards included: East
Jefferson High, $15,938.38; John Quincy
Adams, $8,262.08, and; T.H. Harris Middle,
$7,630.45.
“I am very proud of the students who did
well on the standardized tests, of the parents
who encourage their children to take education very seriously, and of the educators who

work so hard in preparing their students for
the tests and for academics,” School Board
Member Gene Katsanis, whose district
includes Kenner, said. “I think that these
awards are yet another way to show how outstanding our Kenner schools are.”
Schools of Recognized Academic Growth
met or exceeded their growth targets by five
points or less while Schools of Exemplary
Academic Growth exceeded their growth targets by more than five points. Schools across
Louisiana were given financial rewards totaling more than $4.6 million based on their academic growth.
State Superintendent of Education, Cecil
Picard, said he is pleased that the state is honoring almost twice as many schools as it did
last year.
“These schools are getting the job done
for the students of Louisiana,” Picard said. “To
see more and more schools reach their
accountability growth goals is very promising
and shows that our students are reaping the
benefits of high expectations.” ★

KPD Visits Washington Elementary
Anna Hebert

Annette Carter

Kim Avacato

Richard Hubert

Food & Beverage

Slots

Human Resources

Casino

Congratulations and keep up the good work!
Supervisor of the
Quarter

Bill Cambre
Slots

McGruff, the Crime Dog, along with Kenner Police Chief Nick Congemi and KPD
Community Relations Officer Ken Marroccoli visited Washington Elementary School
on Clay Street. The trio spoke to the pre-K students on various safety issues, such
as guns, strangers, 911, and the importance of using seatbelts.
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Gardening

April Horticulture Hints
By LYNNE DIMM
The winds have died down and the gentle showers of April should be arriving.
People who love the outdoors are happier
than ever because they can get out and
enjoy the wonderful pleasures of spring or
early summer weather. You never can tell in
New Orleans.
Here are a few tips for this next month
to get you outdoors:
1. Use fertilizer on your lawn. If your
lawn is full of dollar weeds, purchase weed
and feed made for your type of grass. I
enjoy seeing the difference this effort can
make in the way a lawn changes.
2. Dollar weed in the garden can be
killed with a product named Roundup.
Since it kills everything it touches, stay
away from wanted plants with this product.
Another option for getting rid of dollar
weed without endangering existing plants is
to pull the dollar weed by hand. Then add a
product called Eptam to stop new growth.
This chemical does not kill existing dollar
weed.

3. Tend to spring bedding plants by
removing dead blooms and giving them a
dose of fertilizer. You can keep petunias,
snaps, dianthus, alyssum and kale going
until the weather gets very hot.
4. This is the month when you can safely plant caladium bulbs. Plant them in loose
soil. Make sure to buy the right type as
some like sun and others grow better in
shade. Use bone meal when planting caladiums and all other bulb plants.
5. Check for problems on all plant material and treat as needed. Spray roses with
fungicide before problems arise.
6. Trim azaleas, Indian Hawthorne,
camellias, sasanquas, and all other plants
after they bloom.
7. Plant that poinsettia left over from the
holidays in a nice sunny place. Continue to
cut it back every month until August. Quit
trimming when blooms start forming.
8. Water at least once a week when rain
is scant. Fertilize all plants, but remember
that flowers and vegetables should be fertilized more often than shrubs.
9. It is warm enough now to plant eggplant, peppers, and all the other crops you
want for the summer.
10. Get outside and exercise by planting
beautiful gardens for yourself and others to
enjoy. ★

Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s
Nursery, LLC, located at 27 West 27th
Street, is a registered and licensed
Louisiana horticulturist and landscape contractor, is a wholesale grower of bedding

plants and has over 30 years experience in
the industry. Lynne Dimm can be reached
via email at lynnedimm@yahoo.com, 4685467or visit Dimm’s website at
www.lynnedimmsnursery.com.

WELLS
FARGO

HOME
MORTGAGE

There is a Reason Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage is one of the Nation’s
Leading Retail Mortgage Lenders
•
•
•
•
•

Wide Selection of Conventional & Government Loans
Full Range of Affordable Home Loan Programs
New Construction & Renovation Programs
Quick Loan Decisions
Responsive Service and Professional Expertise

1900 W. Esplanade, Suite 203, Kenner, LA 70065
Mickey King
Branch Manager
504-468-4163

Donna Nold
Home Mtg. Consultant
504-468-4161

Boyce McSwain
Reverse Mortgage
504-468-4165

APRIL 2005
CHILDREN’S CASTLE SCHEDULE
SATURDAYS AT11:30 A.M.AND1:00 P.M.
APRIL 2
Hobgoblin Hill Puppets - CINDERGATOR
APRIL 9
Storyteller John Lehon - “April FOOlish Folly”
APRIL 16
Panorama Jazz Band - JUMP FOR JAZZ
APRIL 23
Porta Puppet Players - THREE “LIVELY” LITTLE PIGS
APRIL 30
Musician Judy Stock returns - SINGIN’ ALL SATURDAY
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Law Enforcement Torch Run Set For Special Olympics
Kenner Police Chief Nick Congemi
and the Kenner Police Department will
participate in the 20th annual Law
Enforcement Torch Run on May 19, 2005.
This unique event raises money and generates awareness for Special Olympics in
Louisiana each year, as over 100 law
enforcement agencies statewide combine
their efforts and volunteer. Officers with
the Kenner Police Department have carried the flame through the streets of

Kenner since the event came to Louisiana
in 1985.
“Our involvement with the Torch Run
is such an honor,” said Congemi. “It really
is a tremendous feeling to raise funds for
our friends at Special Olympics, and to
show the community what the flame of
hope means.”
The Torch Run is a running event
where law enforcement officers and athletes carry the Special Olympics torch to

FAMILY AND GROUP TRAVEL WELCOME
WE BOOK INTERNET SPECIALS
GLOBUS AND TAUCK TOURS
SOLD HERE
JULY 31st 7 DAY CRUISE…$905
3rd/4th PASSENGER CHEAPER
IN SAME CABIN
NOVEMBER $580 DECEMBER $586 PER PERSON
LAYAWAY PLANS AVAILABLE
HOT CRUISE DEALS $$$$$$

Rada’s World of Travel
903 Williams Blvd. • 467-9450

the opening ceremonies of the state
Special Olympics Summer Games. Every
two years, officers on the local level form
a “Final Leg Team,” which carries the
flame to the Opening Ceremonies of the
Special Olympics World Games.
The event originated in 1981, when
Wichita Police Chief Richard LaMunyon
and the Kansas Special Olympics partnered to begin the first Law Enforcement
Torch Run. It started off small, but within
a few years, law enforcement agencies
from dozens of states were participating.
By 1999, all 50 states and 28 nations were
on board.
During last year’s event, law enforcement agencies in Jefferson and Orleans
parishes combined to raise over $28,000
for Special Olympics. Committee members are hoping that this year’s event will
be an even bigger success.
“The Torch Run is the largest grassroots campaign for Special Olympics in
the country,” said Ken Marroccoli,
Chairman, Executive Council for the Law
Enforcement Torch Run in Louisiana. “It
is completely funded by volunteers, participants, and sponsors. We want to encourage the community to continue to be
involved to help us raise more money than
ever.”
Members of the Kenner Police
Department take great pride in supporting
Special Olympics. Sgt. Irv Bellanger has
been a part of the event since its inception,
and is one of only a handful of participants
who run the entire route, which begins in

New Orleans on Canal Street and culminates in Kenner at the Kenner Police
Complex.
“What inspires me is the will and
determination of the Special Olympians,”
said Bellanger. “Seeing their enthusiasm
makes you want to do more for them.
That’s why I started running the whole
thing.”
Will Vanderbrook, a Metairie resident,
has been a part of the event for the past 10
years and plans to run again this year.
“I enjoy it as much as the Crescent
City Classic, because you have a sense of
camaraderie and it’s for a good cause,”
said Vanderbrook, who does about six
triathlons a year. “It brings awareness to
Special Olympics and is very special for
the people involved.”
The run for the Kenner Police
Department will begin at approximately
10:00 a.m. The route will begin at Airline
Drive and Roosevelt Boulevard. It will
proceed down Airline Drive to Williams
Boulevard, then, turn northbound on
Williams Boulevard passing in front of
Kenner City Hall to Veterans Boulevard.
The team will then turn west on to
Veterans Boulevard to the Kenner Police
Complex. The Kenner leg of the route is
approximately four miles. For more information, contact Special Olympics
Louisiana at 1-800-345-6644, Torch Run
Chairman Ken Marroccoli at 712-2294 or
click on Law Enforcement Torch Run on
the Special Olympics web site at www.specialolympics.org. ★

Fund Raiser For Kenner Child
To Be Held On April 17
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On April 17, 2005 a fund raiser dinner
will be held to benefit four year old Kenner
native Dylan Tujague who was born with a
craniofacial
disorder
known
as
Craniosynostosis. After having undergone
21 surgeries to correct “Cloverleaf Skull,”
which is the most severe form of
Craniosynostosis, Dylan continues to
receive speech, physical, and occupational
therapy two to three times a week at
Children’s Hospital.
Reliable transportation is a must for the
family, yet a 1994 van that the Tujagues
purchased and modified two years ago has
recently incurred severe mechanical problems that have resulted in Dylan becoming
stranded several times on the way to doctor’s appointments. The Tujagues are now
in a position where they must purchase a
newer van and equip it for Dylan’s wheelchair.
The fund raiser to benefit the Dylan
Anthony Tujague Special Needs Trust Fund
will be held at VFW Post 6640 located at
3314 Richland Avenue in Metairie and will

feature jambalaya, spaghetti and red beans
and rice. Nearly 100 items in a parade of
prizes will be available, including gift certificates to La Crepe Nanou Restaurant,
Ormond Country Club, Cookin’ Cajun
Cooking School, Advanced Massage
Therapy, Blue Bayou Waterpark & Dixie
Landin’ Theme Park, and Zea Rotisserie
Restaurants. Auction items will feature
jewelry valued at over $3,000, a one year
membership to Inches A Weigh, including
all fees, valued at $1,100, original artwork,
and LSU and Saints memorabilia. A 50/50
raffle will also be held.
Tickets to the dinner are $10 for adults
and $5 for children under 12. Monetary
donations can be sent to P.O. Box 640613,
Kenner, LA 70064. Checks should be made
payable to the Dylan Anthony Tujague
Special Needs Trust Fund.
For more information call Donna
Tujague at 461-8559 or 417-3980, Lynn
Cannon at 985-764-0409 or 504-388-4114,
or visit www.geocities.com/dylantujague.★
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Spring Is Here
By SELA ADAMS CURRY
It’s great to live in the south in the
spring, with so many festivals, fairs, and
fabulous events to choose from. This
month the Treasure Chest is helping to
sponsor many such events. First, there’s the
UCP Ladies Golf Tournament coming up
on April 18. The Treasure Chest is an annual sponsor for this tournament that raises
funds for United Cerebral Palsy.
Then, there are a couple of tasty charitable events, namely Taste of the Town and
Cooking Up Comfort. Cooking Up Comfort
is a benefit for the Metropolitan Battered
Women’s Program and Taste of the Town
helps out the Patrons of Lafreniere Park.
These are two great events that are fun to
attend yet help out so much in the community. And, right next door at the
Pontchartrain Center on April 8 is Dollars
for Scholars, which always has fabulous
food, entertainment and a huge array of
items to be auctioned.
Speaking of scholars, as I sit here hunting and pecking on my computer, I wonder
why I never took typing when I was in
school (It’s scary/sad how I have a tale to
tell from nearly any topic, huh?). But I
guess I already know the answer to that
age-old question in my life. My parents
wanted my sisters and me to learn to play a

musical instrument. I still don't understand
why though. Did they think we would create our own all girl pop band? The dream of
getting rid of us by sending us on some
extended tour maybe appealed to them? Or,
maybe they thought we would begin our
own parade or marching group someday
and all the marching band experience
would somehow prove itself useful?
For whatever the reason, I learned to
play the trumpet instead of how to type. You
might be thinking to yourself “Why the
trumpet?” Well, back in the early seventies,
many girls usually wanted to play the flute
or clarinet, but my parents had their own
strategy on choosing instruments. If it wasn’t in the bin with the dented, slightly damaged, and less functional instruments, it
wasn’t the one for us. So, I played the trumpet. I must say, though, my trumpet was in
better condition than my band teacher’s
was. That was her instrument of choice, too.
We had that and unruly hair in common.
Anyway, for the life of me I don’t
understand how that woman didn’t get
tetanus just looking at her trumpet. I
thought mine was bad. We nicknamed her
trumpet Rusty. It was totally encrusted. She
could still belt out a tune though, and it
gave us a lot of free time while she dug the
old thing out and prepared to enlighten us
with her talent. I shouldn’t mock her,
though. She's probably sitting in her nursing home somewhere entertaining the other
residents while wearing our old band uniform as she often did...the maroon jumper
dress, pink shirt with matching jabot, the
maroon beret with a pink pom-pom on top

KPWA Meeting And Business
Card Exchange Scheduled
The Kenner Professional Women’s
Association (KPWA) meeting will be held
on Tuesday, April 19, 2005 at the Chateau
Golf and Country Club in Kenner.
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. followed
by lunch at noon. The guest speaker will be
Bruce S. Wilkinson, CSP, “The Speaker
With A Point!” Advance reservations are
required and the deadline is noon on Friday,
April 15, 2005. For luncheon reservations
call 962-3930. The KPWA is an organiza-

tion for professional men and women.
Marie Clesi of Clesi Insurance Agency,
Inc. will co-host a KPWA business card
exchange with Barbara Hershberger of
ReMax Real Estate Partners and Jeanette
Neely of Jeanette Neeley Real Estate, Inc.
on Thursday, April 28 from 5:30 p.m. until
7:30 p.m. The business card exchange will
be held at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, #7 in
Kenner. For more information contact Don
Salles at 469-2005. ★

KPWA Names Member Of The Month
The Kenner Professional Women’s
Association recently named Cliff Northon
as Member of the Month.
Northon, a KPWA member since 1997,
is presently employed with Alarm
Protection Services in Metairie, where he is
responsible for the sales, installation, service, and in house automated state-of-the-art
monitoring of security systems. Northon
has a B.S. degree in Business
Administration from L.S.U., is board certified in Security Management, and is state

licensed as an Advanced Technician for
Fire and Security Systems. Northon was
previously honored as member of the year
by the American Society of Industrial
Security.
Northon has volunteered on various
committees with KPWA such as the
Business Card Exchange, Soiree’,
Christmas Caroling, and Networking.
Northon is also a member of EJBA and
Compassionate Friends. ★

(which had to remain at a perfect angle on
the head despite all the elements exposed to
while marching).
Meanwhile, I sit here, my trumpet lip
long gone along with shattered dreams of
the girl band tour, doomed to a life of endless hunting and pecking on my computer.
Oh well, there's still the hope of putting
together my own marching club one
day….maybe I should look for my beret.
Don’t forget to come visit us at the
Treasure Chest Casino. You know “It’s
Where You Belong.”

restaurants or gift certificates, but now you
can visit The Shoppe at the Treasure Chest
as well. The Shoppe, operated by Silver
Solstice, offers a variety of seasonal gift
items along with an array of jewelry and
assorted gifts. So next time you are at the
Treasure Chest Casino, stop by The Shoppe
and see what new things they have to offer.
Pointe Deli
Nothing beats coming to the Treasure
Chest, where you can rack up points on
your Prime Rewards card. Now you can
also rack up on some great food at the
Pointe Deli. You’ll find many choices, from
a quick coffee and pastry to a half-pound
burger and fries. And you can’t miss the
great breakfast menu as well. So come out
and try our new Pointe Deli at the Treasure
Chest Casino.
That’s it for now. Hope to see you
soon.★

Treasured Friends
It’s always good to be a Treasured
Friend. On Saturday, April 9 it is Senior
Saturday Point Day. Our Treasured Friends
will receive four-times points from 7:00
a.m.-10:00 p.m. at the Treasure Chest
Casino. And that’s not all. On every
Monday through Thursday in April, after
you earn your first 100 points we’ll give
you five-times your cash prime points up to
5,000. For more information call 443-8000.

Sela Adams Curry is Community
Relations and Group Sales Manager for
Treasure Chest Casino, owned and operated by Boyd Gaming Corporation. Sela
Curry can be reached at SelaCurry@boydgaming.com. Treasure Chest Casino’s
website is www.treasurechest.com.

The Shoppe at Treasure Chest
At the Treasure Chest it seems we are
adding something new every day, and that
is very nearly true. Not only can you use
your comp dollars for one of our many

Messina’s Restaurant
2717 Williams Blvd. • 469-7373

Famous Oyster Bar Since 1961

Early Bird Specials
4pm - 6pm

Homemade Spaghetti & Meatball
$8.95
Eggplant Parmigiana
$8.95

Chicken Cacciatore
$10.95

Chicken Parmigiana
$9.95

Shrimp Bordelaise
$11.95

Open on Sundays
Featuring our $15.95 four-course meal.

•

Call us for your catering needs
WEDDINGS • BANQUETS
MENUS AVAILABLE ON www.messinas-restaurant.com
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MAYOR CAPITANO

(continued from page 1)

just warmed up. The mayor says his goals for year two of the
Capitano administration include a second pay raise for city employees and firefighters as well as major drainage initiatives to try to end
flooding that occurs in some Kenner neighborhoods after moderate
rainfalls.
“We had some crises in the first year,” said Mayor Capitano.
“But we’ve been able to build an excellent working relationship with

Good Neighbor.

GREAT RATES.
SAVINGS ACCOUNTS
$0 - $49,999
$50,000 +

1.50 % APY*
2.53 % APY*

MONEY MARKET ACCOUNTS
$0 - $99
$100 - $9,999
$10,000 - $24,999
$25,000 - $49,999
$50,000 - $99,999
$100,000 +

Please talk to your State
Farm agent today for
more information.

0.00 % APY*
1.50 % APY*
1.50 % APY*
1.77 % APY*
2.17 % APY*
2.53 % APY*

CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT
90 Day
180 Day
1 Year
2 Year
3 Year
4 Year
5 Year
Amy Falcon
State Farm Agent
Kenner, LA 70065
Bus: 504-441-8900 Toll: 877-551-8900
amy.falcon.jxcc@statefarm.com

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

2.65% APY*
3.05 % APY*
3.25% APY*
3.80 % APY*
3.90% APY*
4.00% APY*
4.10 % APY*

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
STATE FARM IS THERE.®

*Annual Percentage Yields as of 03/30/05. Rates on all products subject to change without notice. Fees on
Savings and Money Market Accounts could reduce earnings. Minimum opening deposits are $100 for Savings
Accounts and $1000 for Money Market Accounts. For CDs: minimum balance to open an account and obtain the
stated APY is $500. CD rates apply to deposits less than $100,000. A penalty may be imposed for a withdrawal
prior to maturity. Certificates automatically renew at maturity at the then-current rate for the same term.

P041007 STATE FARM BANK • HOME OFFICE: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS • statefarm.com®
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COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941
Fax (504) 888-8120

Interested in helping
Kenner’s helpless?
Call Kenner Cares

468-7823
VOLUNTEER
DONATE
ANSWER A PRAYER

the council, the business leadership and the civic leadership
that has opened the door to what I believe was an exceptional first year in office. Now, we want to build on the
momentum and synergy we’ve created in our first year to
make the second year of this administration even better.”
Capitano personally lists his first-year successes as:
Returning fiscal surpluses to the general fund and
using the money to increase the city’s “rainy day” emergency fund to more than $6 million; Giving city employees
and firefighters pay raises with plans for another raise in
the coming fiscal year; Reducing professional services
contracts by more than $1 million and tightening controls
on remaining personal services contracts; Beginning a
complete modernization of the city’s computer system with
a goal of reducing maintenance and consulting fees by
more than $350,000 a year, which would equal the cost of
the entire modernization; Creating a Kenner Recreational
Department soccer program that has drawn the participation of more than 600 children; Launching Kenner TV with
first-ever broadcasts of Kenner City Council meetings in
Spanish as well as in English. Soon to come are programs
featuring Kenner public, private and parochial schools;
Setting in place new purchasing procedures that have
reduced the number of Public Works employees able to sign
for purchases from retailers, limiting authorizations to
supervisors; Reducing the approval time for occupational
licenses from 10 to 14 days to five to 7 days and;
Completing a master plan for the Kenner City Park, a pet
project since being elected to the city council in 1996.
Mayor Capitano gives a great deal of credit to the transition team who volunteered to help after his election. He
agrees with most of their recommendations and some have
already been implemented. The transition team, headed by
former Jefferson Parish President Tim Coulon and former
Kenner and Jefferson Parish Councilman Ed Muniz, praise
Capitano’s openness and willingness to consider the recommendations of the transition team.
“In some ways, I think the achievement that has given
me the most satisfaction was the pay raise for city employees, some of whom were bringing home earnings below the
poverty line,” said Mayor Capitano. “I thought that was just
unacceptable. In the coming year, I hope to give those
employees another increase that will lift them above the
poverty line. I’m also very proud that we raised the starting
pay for firefighters from $17,000 to $19,472. Again, that
isn’t good enough but it’s a start. My plan is to give the firefighters another pay increase in the coming year.” Capitano
says he’s also looking for other revenue sources to assist
the Kenner Police Department.
The mayor said he is also planning a 311 line on which
Kenner residents will be able to call into city government
with neighborhood needs, such as potholes, plugged-up
sewers, street flooding and other problems that can plague
residential and commercial areas. Residents will be able to
track their requests online providing more city accountability at every level.
“Many of the improvements we’ve made come from
my philosophy of how government should serve the community, such as opening Recreation Department gymnasiums on the weekends,” said the mayor. “It’s just inconceivable to me that the city would say to children that the gym
is closed on Saturday and Sunday. That’s what the gyms are
for, in my opinion.”
Overall, Capitano said he derived a lot of satisfaction
from proving wrong everyone who predicted that he would
be too feisty and inflexible to head an administration that
governed effectively.
I now think that we’re coming off a very good first year
and that the city of Kenner is unified and poised for a great
year in 2005-06,” the mayor said. “We’re definitely on the
move and going in the right direction.” ★

HAROLD KELLER ELEMENTARY
(continued from page 1)

neighborhoods such as Redwood Village. A significant
number of Keller students are children whose parents are
Keller graduates.
“I really feel privileged and blessed to be a principal at
this school,” says Principal Sandy Doland. “While we can
have our ups and downs, like anyone else, this school is
really an educator’s dream with a 39-year tradition of excellence, a stable and outstanding faculty, a diverse student
body and a very supportive Parent-Teachers Group who
really believe that their children are fortunate to attend such
a strong school.”
Doland is one of the legion of Riverdale High School
graduates who found their way into education and make up
a strong core within the Jefferson Parish School system.
Doland spent 20 years teaching classes from kindergarten
to fifth grade, then spent eight years as an assistant principal before being elevated to the top position at Keller,
where she is in her sixth year. She earned a bachelor’s
degree at the University of Arkansas and a master’s degree
at Southeastern Louisiana University. Following in her
mom’s footsteps, Doland’s daughter, Elizabeth Burgbacher,
is a para-professional in the pre-K four-year-old program at
another Jefferson Parish school, Chateau Estates in Kenner.
Doland points to the 35-member Keller faculty, eleven
having master’s degrees, as the prime reason for the
school’s success.
“Our faculty really functions as a team,” says Doland.
“It’s a little sad in a way that we’ve had a few recent retirements of some great teachers, but we’ve been fortunate in
having outstanding young teachers joining our team. Our
veteran teachers are great mentors who welcome the newcomers and help them find their niche.”
Keller, which offers pre-kindergarten through fifth
grade, is one of five schools on the East Bank with a pre-K
program for three-year-olds. There are 18 three-year-olds
enrolled this year.
Mary Spivey, president of the Keller Parent-Teacher
Group, says her daughter, Jennifer, now in the fourth grade
at Keller, is a graduate of the three-year-old pre-K program.
“The three-year-old pre-K has to be one of the best
public school programs in Jefferson Parish,” says Spivey,
whose older daughter, Caroline, is a Keller graduate now
doing well in high school. “Keller is just one of Jefferson’s
best public schools. The children who are fortunate to
attend this school get off to a great start. They learn the fundamentals, but it’s also incredible to see fourth and fifth
graders preparing Power Point presentations on their computers. The learning that takes place at Keller is like a foundation that will last them through middle school, high
school, college and even graduate school. That’s why the
parents of Keller kids love this school.”
Spivey also thinks that Doland is one of the best principals she’s ever seen. “Great schools almost always have
great principals and Sandy Doland is one of the best,” she
says. “All the good things start with Sandy. She gives so
much that she motivates the teachers, the students, the staff
and the parents. That’s as good as it gets.”
Doland thinks one of Keller’s best achievements was
qualifying for a federal grant that assigned Dr. Juanita
Garcia of San Antonio to Keller as a consultant.
“We have a big “English As A Second Language”
(ESOL) program and Dr. Garcia is a leading expert on
ESOL,” says Doland. “But, even more important, she is an
expert on teaching and the personal development of teachers. We can’t give her enough credit for all the assistance
she’s provided our students and faculty.”
In many ways, Keller is as diverse as a little United
Nations with students from China, Japan, Vietnam, almost
every nation in Central and South America, Iran, Iraq and
several African nations. About 42 percent of the student
body is white, 33 percent Hispanic, 19 percent AfricanAmerican and 6 percent Asian. “It’s amazing that such a
continued on page 30
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Travel

Enjoy Colorado And The Old West

Globus is an established tour company
that has a wonderful catalogue featuring
United States and Canada tours. One spectacular tour begins and ends in Denver,
Colorado. All you do is sit back, relax, and
let the Globus bus driver and tour escort do
the rest.
The tour begins in Denver, the Mile
High City, with a city sightseeing tour.
Next, you take off on this eight day trip
beginning at Estes Park, gateway to the
Rocky Mountain National Park. Scenery at
12,000 feet en route to Vail is fantastic
alpine grandeur as you cross the
Continental Divide and pass the Grand
Lake. You will spend the night in Vail at the
Vail Marriott.
The next day will bring travel from Vail
to Moab, Utah. You will enjoy majestic
beauty via scenic back roads. You can
admire Independence Monument and
Balanced Rock. A special treat will await
you at the Red Cliffs Lodge, a luxurious

bridge, and enjoy more scenery before
arriving into Colorado Springs, which is
home to the U.S. Olympic Training Center.
Here you will have a farewell celebration
dinner. On the last day of your trip you will
visit Manitou Springs and Pikes Peak. In
the late afternoon you will transfer to the
Denver airport for your flight home.
Stop by your favorite travel agency and
ask the travel agent to set this wonderful

vacation up for you and your family. I
promise you will enjoy the outstanding
services of Globus and all the lovely places
you will visit. ★
LaDean Rada is owner of and agent for
Rada’s World of Travel, located at 903
Williams Blvd. LaDean Rada can be
reached at 467-9450, by fax at 465-9822 or
via email at radatvl@aol.com.

24-HOUR ELECTRICAL SERVICE

BELLCO ELECTRIC
Residential • Commercial

7 Daysk
A Wee
BWD 1204-594

By LaDEAN RADA

ranch-like setting with western charm sitting high on the banks of the Colorado
River surrounded by cliffs. You will be able
to enjoy wine tasting at the resort winery
and experience an authentic outdoor western barbecue Near Moab you can enjoy a
visit to Arches National Park and enjoy a
lazy day relaxing, swimming, playing tennis or visiting the winery and exploring the
museum.
On the next day you will be on the road
again as you head back to Colorado.
Highlight stops are the Mesa Verde
National Park and cliff dwellings with
many photo opportunities from different
vantage points. You will then arrive in
Durango for a two night stay, where you
will be entertained with a narrow-gauge
Durango-Silverton train ride. The legendary steam train hugs steep canyon walls
as it winds its way through Rio de las
Animas Canyon. You will have free time in
Silverton, which was once a major mining
town.
Your trip is winding down but there is
still plenty to see. You will leave Durango
and cross the Continental Divide via
10,550 foot Wolf Creek Pass. You will be
able to enjoy a walk across the Royal Gorge
Bridge, the world’s highest suspension

• A/C Circuits
• Troubleshooting
• Remodeling
• Additions
• New Construction
• Same Day Service
Over
30 Years
Experience

• Vacancy Permits
• Attic Ventilators
• Bidwork Welcome
• Service Upgrades
• Home Repairs
• Security Lighting

455-2355

NO JOB TOO SMALL - WE DO ALL!

METAIRIE

KENNER

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

N.O. AREA
OWNER RONNIE BELLACI

Tourism
Kenner To Host Knights Of
Columbus State Convention
By SHARON SOLOMON
The city of
Kenner, in conjunction with
the
Kenner
Convention
and Visitors
B u r e a u
(KCVB), is set
to host the
Knights
of
Columbus
100th Annual State Convention this month.
In 2001 the Knights of Columbus
booked over 1600 room nights in Kenner,
which created a huge economic impact for
the city. The KCVB is anticipating at least
the same amount of Knights of Columbus
visitors this year in light of the organization’s 100 year anniversary. Convention
Chairman Larry Lemoine and his committee have planned this event for over 35,000
Knights of Columbus members in the state

of Louisiana.
The gathering will begin with a preconvention golf scramble on Thursday,
April 28. The remainder of convention
events will take place through Sunday, May
1 at the Pontchartrain Center. The highlight
of this year’s convention is a banquet that
will feature guest speaker U.S.
Congressman Bobby Jindal, who will
address the Knights of Columbus
Louisiana delegates.
We at the KCVB congratulate the
Knights of Columbus for 100 years of service! ★
Sharon Solomon is the Marketing
Director for the Kenner Convention and
Visitors Bureau, located at 2100 Third
Street in Rivertown. The KCVB is a nonprofit corporation funded by private membership dues and funds from the city of
Kenner. Sharon Solomon can be reached
via email at kennercvb@aol.com or on the
Internet at www.kennercvb.com.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE

KENNER ST★R

The Ice House
“Now Under NEW Management”
D
ICE COL

KEG BEER
TO-GO

Boilin’ and BBQ
Headquarters
CHARCOAL
LIGHTER FLUID
CRAWFISH SEASONING

Sack Size Cajunland
Box Salt
BUD • BUD LIGHT
COORS LIGHT • MILLER LITE
PROPANE TANKS
20/12 OZ LONG NECKS
FILLED BY
THE
GALLON
l
a
i
c
e
11.99
ONLY
p

PACKAGE BEER

S

469-3503

18/12 OZ LONG NECKS

2151 Williams Blvd.

MILLER LITE

(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

ONLY

10.99

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm
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Join Us For An Event—
We Invite Your Membership.
THE KENNER PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION’S (KPWA)
APRIL MEETING WILL BE HELD
TUESDAY, APRIL 19, 2005
CHATEAU GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB
Advanced Reservations Required. The deadline
for reservations is noon on Friday, April 15.
For luncheon reservations call 962-3930.
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m.
Lunch at noon.

Info: 962-3930

Entertainment

Treasure Chest Casino April
2005 Entertainment Lineup
Tuesday, April 5
No Idea
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.

Monday, April 11
Cakewalk
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.

Wednesday, April 6
Ladies Night
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Tuesday, April 12
Batiste Brothers Band
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.

Kevin & Friends/
The Alleycats
7:00 p.m. until
Thursday, April 7
The Heatwaves/
The Rafters
7:00 p.m. until
Friday, April 8
Karaoke
6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Edward Nikolaus, Jr.

Over 20 Years Experience

WORLD CLASS COLLISION CENTER
2835 Virginia Street • Kenner
467-7775

Burgundy
9:00 p.m.–2:00 a.m.
Saturday, April 9
RBT
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Rockin’ Doopsie &
The Zydeco Twisters
9:30 p.m. until

Wednesday, April 13
Ladies Night
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
Thursday, April 14
Chris Gray
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
Friday, April 15
Karaoke
6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Vieux Carre
9:00 p.m.–2:00 a.m.
Saturday, April 16
Seabrook
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Summer Breeze
9:00 p.m.–2:00 a.m.

Sunday, April 10
Bobby Cure & The
Summertime Blues
1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 17
Jay Zainey Orchestra
1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

Funk2
6:30 p.m.–10:30 p.m.

Topcats
6:30 p.m.–10:30 p.m.

Monday, April 18
Hard For The Money/
Remember When
7:00 p.m. until
Tuesday, April 19
The Bed Zin Project
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
Wednesday, April 20
Ladies Night
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Monday, April 25
Mustang Sally
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
Tuesday, April 26
Esplanade
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
Wednesday, April 27
Ladies Night
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Kingsroe
Batiste Brothers Band 7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.
Thursday, April 28
Thursday, April 21
Lionel Robinson &
Foret Tradition
City News with
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m. Special Guest Julie
Simpson
Friday, April 22
7:00 p.m. until
Karaoke
6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Friday, April 29
Kamikaze Karaoke
Orleans
6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
9:30 p.m.–1:30 a.m.
Irma Thomas & The
Saturday, April 23
Professionals
High Impact
10:00 p.m. until
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 30
Jean Knight & The
Good Stuff
Knights of Rhythm
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
9:30 p.m. until
Batiste Brothers Band
Sunday, April 24
with Special Guest
Harvey Jesus & Fire
Marcel Evans
1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.
9:30 p.m. until ★
Mustang Sally
6:30 p.m. until

HAROLD KELLER ELEMENTARY
(continued from page 28)

diverse assortment of kids get along so well,
but that’s just another of Keller’s traditions,”
says Doland. “We don’t have to spend a lot of
time on behavior problems or discipline.”
The gifted program at Keller includes 22
children. Julie Dauzat, who coordinates the
gifted program, will send three of her students to a national academic games competition for elementary schools around the country.
Becky Stewart, who coordinates the art
program, has created an Artist of the Week
competition that sees the students’ art work
displayed around the school.
Stewart is one of Keller’s nationally certified faculty members. Two first grade teachers, Jaime Winter and Christina Smith, are
currently working towards their National
Board Certification.
“One of the wonderful things about
Keller that is special and a little touching is

the loyalty of our graduates,” says Doland.
“Many times each year, graduates who have
their own businesses or professional careers
will return to bring gifts for the school,
including classroom supplies, books, computer equipment and other things that we may
not have the funds to buy. It’s just incredible
that people who graduated from Keller as 10
or 11-year-olds back in the 1960s or 70s will
still have a special love for their elementary
school that brings them back, wanting to
help. I think that’s pretty unique.”
High on the list of things to do at Keller
is a new academic building to replace mobile
classrooms that are still being used.
School Board member Judy Colgan,
whose district includes Keller, says, “This is a
wonderful school of which all Jefferson
Parish can be proud. The academics are
excellent but no one takes it for granted. Each
year, the principal and faculty start out working as hard as they would if they were at the
bottom of the list, instead of one of the top
schools in the region.” ★
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People

My Fifteen Minutes of Fame
By ED CLANCY
A couple of years ago, on my radio
show, I interviewed a young lady named
Judy Reiser, author of a book called And I
Thought I Was Crazy. She says marriages
are not destroyed by money, or adultery, or
drunkenness. No, she says, its toilet paper
and toothpaste. Does the end of the toilet
paper go over the top or under? Is the toothpaste squeezed from the bottom or the middle of the tube? These things, says Judy
Reiser, are the irreconcilable differences
that lead to the lawyers. Her collection has
a lot of things you probably do, but don't
think about.
For instance, when you open the newspaper dispenser box, do you ever take the
one that's on top? Many people, including
me, do not. Do you refuse to cut the price
tags off your rugs or wall hangings? Some
people do, including the mother of my children. Do you iron your money? Do you fish
out extra change to pay for something so
you won’t get pennies back? Reiser says

K

people do all of that, and more.
There’s the cab driver who says that
when he gets his first fare in the morning
he spits on one of the bills for good luck.
One man always knows exactly how much
money he has on him, and in what denominations, change, too. A 26 year old teacher
must have her meat and vegetables in separate dishes so the juices won’t run together.
One of my favorites is the accountant
who makes naughty words out of his
Campbell’s Alphabet soup.
So, do you see yourself anywhere in
here? Perhaps someone you know? If you
don’t, you’re going to get another chance.
Judy Reiser’s new book, Admit it, You’re
Crazy, which will be out this summer, has
even more examples, including this entry
which is very dear to my heart.
“It’s a known fact that most socks, but
especially brand new terry cloth socks, can
be worn for close to two weeks without
washing them. The very thin dress socks are
the only exception.” —Radio Broadcaster,
Male, Age Unknown
The new book will have review quotes
on the back cover. Here are a few examples.
“A hilarious collection of odd behaviors that are surprisingly endemic among
humankind... Admit It, You’re Crazy! and
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Pontchartrain Center:
(Halls A & B)
Steinbauer Arts & Crafts
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
$5.00 Adults
Under 12 Free
(For info. 465-9985)

10

11

12

After May, 7, 2005
Registration will continue
Monday thru Friday from
10:15 a.m. - 5:45 p.m.
(CALL 468-7268 FOR
MORE INFORMATION

6

Kenner Rotary Meeting
at Trauth’s (For info. 464-6236)

Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner
New Orleans Plaza Hotel @ 7:00 a.m.
(For info. 469-5352)

“Bottom Line Luncheon”
Piccadilly Cafeteria 12:00 Noon
@ Clearview Location
(For info. Barry Haindel 450-8198)

Kenner City Council Meeting in the Council
Chamber of City Hall for 6:00 p.m.

13

APRIL FOOL’S DAY

Pontchartrain Center: (Halls A & B)
Bridal World 2005-6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
$4.00 in Advance-$8.00 at the door
(For info. 465-9985)

14
Kenner Rotary Meeting
at Trauth’s (For info. 464-6236)
Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner
New Orleans Plaza Hotel
@ 7:00 a.m.(For info. 469-5352)

1

Delgado Outreach In
Rivertown: Wine Appreciation II
April 1st-April 22nd
(For info. 471-2770)

8
Pontchartrain Center:
(Halls A & B)
Jeff Dollars for Scholars
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
(Tickets: 831-1565)

TAX DAY

15

Kenner Parks & Recreation
All Sports Award Banquet
(For info. 468-7211)

APRIL SHOWERS BRING MAY FLOWERS

18

20

21
Kenner Rotary Meeting at

SPRING BREAK!

22

Trauth’s (For info. 464-6236)

Pontchartrain Center:
(Halls A & B)
Great Southern
Gun & Knife
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(For info. 465-9985)

24

19
K.P.W.A. Meeting
Chateau Golf Country Club
12:00 Noon (For info. 962-3930)

25

26

IS YOUR

TARGET MARKET
KENNER CITIZENS?

THE KENNER
ST★R
REACHES

20,600
HOUSEHOLDS

IN KENNER
CALL 468-9125 FOR AD RATES

“Bottom Line Luncheon”
Piccadilly Cafeteria 12:00 Noon
@ Clearview location
(For info. Barry Haindel
450-8198)

27
Planning & Zoning Meeting in
the Council Chamber of City
Hall for 7:00 p.m.
“Bottom Line Luncheon”
Piccadilly Cafeteria 12:00 Noon
@ Clearview location
(For info. Barry Haindel
450-8198)

Kenner City Council Meeting in
The Council Chamber of
City Hall for 6:00 p.m.

28

Kenner Rotary Meeting at
Trauth’s (For info. 464-6236)
Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner
New Orleans Plaza Hotel
@ 7:00 a.m. (For info. 469-5352)

Children’s Castle: Hobgoblin Hill Puppets
Cindergator (For info. 468-7231 Ext. 220)

2

CITY HALL ............................... 468-7200
Brake Tag ................................. 468-4075
Children’s Castle ...................... 468-7231
Civil Service ............................. 468-7219
Clerk of Court ........................... 468-7277
Code Enforcement ................... 468-6607

Cannes Brulee Native American Village:
Gerald Behan, Sioux BREAST PLATES
(For info. 468-7231)

Community Development ........ 468-7588
Community Services ................ 468-7293
Complaints ............................... 468-4040
Council on Aging ...................... 468-7513
Council Office ........................... 468-7245

Rivertown Theatre-”Pinocchio”
468-7221 or 469-7019

Cultural/Theatre ....................... 468-7221

Children’s Castle:Storyteller
John Lehon
“April Foolish Folly”
(For info. 468-7231 Ext. 220)

Freeport Science Center .......... 468-7231

9

Cannes Brulee Native American
Village: Ivy Billiot,
United Houma Nation
WOOD CARVING
(For info. 468-7231)
Children’s Castle:Panorama
Jazz Band “Jump For Jazz”
(For info. 468-7231 Ext. 220)

16

Cannes Brulee Native Amer. Village:
Francis Johnson, United Houma Nation
FRYBREAD (468-7231)

Food Bank ............................... 468-7220

Finance .................................... 468-4052
Fine Art Gallery ........................ 468-7231
Handicap Services ................... 468-7204
Humane Department ............... 468-7503
Insurance Department ............. 468-7233
Leisure Services ...................... 468-7268
Louisiana Wildlife Museum ...... 468-7231
Mardi Gras Museum ................ 468-7231
Mayor’s Office .......................... 468-7240
Museum Welcome Center ....... 468-7231
Museum Administration ........... 468-7231
Native American Village ........... 468-7231

Pontchartrain Center: (Halls A & B)
Great Southern Gun & Knife
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.-$7.00 Adults
$2.00 Ids 6-11-Kids Under 6 Free
(For info. 465-9985)
Children’s Castle:
Porta Puppet Players
Three “Lively” Little Pigs
(For info. 468-7231 Ext. 220)

23

Cannes Brulee Native American
Village:Morning Dove Verret
United Houma Nation
CONTEMPORARY DANCE CLOTHES
(For info. 468-7231)

Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner at
New Orleans Plaza Hotel @
7:00 a.m. (For info. 469-5352)

K.P.W.A.
Business Card Exchange
“An Organization for
Professional Men and Women”
Marie Clesi: Insurance Agency, Inc.
2401 Veterans Blvd. #7 (info. 469-2005)

K.P.R.D. Adult Butterfly & Hummingbird
Gardens Class Begins (For info. 468-7268)

Pontchartrain Center:
Pontchartrain Center:
(MR 1,2, & 3) AKS Gem Show
(Halls A & B) Steinbauer Arts & Crafts
1:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.Free Admission 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.-$5.00 Adults Under 12 Free
(MR 1,2 & 3) AKS Gem Show)10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
(For info. 465-9985)
(Free Admission) (For info. 465-9985)

7

Zoning Adjustment Meeting
in the Council Chamber of
City Hall for 7:00 p.m.

“Bottom Line Luncheon”
Piccadilly Cafeteria 12:00 Noon
@ Clearview location
(For info. Barry Haindel
450-8198)

17

Ed Clancy is the host of Kenner,
Everything’s Right Here, on KTV, Channel
76 on Cox Cable/Jefferson Parish. Clancy
can be reached via email at
Edclancy2@aol.com.

April 2005

5

KPRD Baseball/Softball
Registration still open at
all playgrounds from
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
(For info. 468-7211)

seventeen and a half minutes because, in
case you didn’t figure it out, the socks of
that “Radio Broadcaster, Male, Age
Unknown,” are mine. Alright, I admit it.
I’m crazy — just like you. ★

For more information call Leisure Service - 468-7268 or 468-7284
or visit City of Kenner Website: www.kenner.la.us

KENNER PARKS AND RECREATION
LEISURE SERVICE DIVISION
2005 DAY CAMP AND SUMMER PROGRAM REGISTRATION
Saturday, May 7, 2005
Fassbender Center, 2508 20th Street

3

And I Thought I Was Crazy! cheerfully
embrace the bizarre little mannerisms and
habits that help us cope.”
—Midwest Book Review
“To give her fellow Americans the feeling that they’re not alone, as well as a
chance to chortle or smirk at others’ idiosyncrasies, Judy Reiser has collected some
600 gem-like examples.”
—The New York Times Book Review
“Quirks cut across the boundaries of
sex, income, race and marital status.
Everybody has them. Reiser got grown
people to think about it, and to tell her
about it.”
—The Washington Post
“Judy Reiser’s concept of collecting the
foibles of Everyman is not only unique, but
genius. She invented the category. You will
find yourself in her book, and when you do
you will laugh out loud.”
—ED CLANCY, Radio Broadcaster
Wait a minute. Did you see that last
one? That’s right, yours truly has made it
right up there with The New York Times
Book Review and The Washington Post.
Finally, my fifteen minutes of fame.
Finally, a Kennerite makes it to the dust
jacket of a book found in stores nationwide. Actually, my fame should be about

Pontchartrain Center: (Halls A,B & C) Import
Battle Car Show -2:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
$17.00 (For info. 465-9985)

Personnel Department ............. 468-7207
Planning Department ............... 468-7280
Police Department ................... 712-2200
Pontchartrain Center ................ 465-9985
Public Works Department ........ 468-7515
Purchasing Department ........... 468-7261
Recreation Department ............ 468-7211
Saints Hall of Fame Museum ... 468-7231
Science Complex ..................... 468-7231
Space Station Kenner .............. 468-7231
Times Picayune ....................... 467-1726
Toy Train Museum ................... 468-7231
Traffic & Engineering ............... 468-4007

29

30

Children’s Castle:
Muscian Judy Stock returns
“Singin” All Saturday
(For info. 468-7231 Ext. 220)

Cannes Brulee Native American
Village:Rose Behan, Eastern
Cherokee PINE NEEDLE BASKET
(For info. 468-7231)

Visitor’s Information Center ..... 468-7527
Wastewater Operations ........... 468-7292

For FIRE 467-2211
Police and Emergencies
Dial 911 or 712-2222
Red Cross 833-8565
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