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By ALLAN KATZ

For the second time, Kenner voters will
go to the polls to decide whether they want
a civil service system developed for city
hall.

A previous referendum on civil service
lost by a narrow margin in 1999 when
Louis Congemi was mayor. Congemi
opposed civil service.

The upcoming referendum on civil

service, which will have the support of cur-
rent Mayor Phil Capitano, has been set by
the Kenner City Council for April 1, 2006.
Also on the April 1 ballot will be four pro-
posed changes to the Kenner City Charter.

One calls for the city council to approve
the budget by June 15, rather than June 1.
Proponents say the changes will give the
mayor, the council and the public more time
to study and consider budgetary issues.

Another charter change issue on the April

1 ballot will be a proposal that calls for the
city charter to follow state law on when elec-
tions are called and who has the authority to
call an election if there is a vacant mayoral,
council or police chief’s post. 

Voters will also decide whether all
seven council members can be elected as
council chair. Currently, the charter allows
only the two at-large council members to
serve as council chairman.

But the most attention is certain to be
garnered by the civil service issue which
flared in the late 1990s and has continued
for more than six years. Capitano spoke for
the development of civil service in Kenner
while he served as District 5 councilman
and it was one of his campaign promises
when he ran for mayor.

The referendum was originally set for
October 15 by the Kenner Council. But,
then four members of the council moved to
switch the referendum to April 1, contend-
ing that election will draw a larger, more
representative turnout of Kenner voters
since full four-year terms for the office of
mayor, police chief and all council seats
will be facing voters on the April 1 ballot.
The four council members who supported

By TROY BROUSSARD

In a “Sunday Rededication
Service” this past December, the
Kenner congregation of the Pilgrim
Baptist Church, located at 2114
Reverend Richard Wilson Drive in
Rivertown, celebrated their 153 year
lifespan with an appropriate theme –
“The Walls Made Strong Again.” As
church members will tell you,
Pilgrim’s history demonstrates a con-
sistency of strength, both in the way
that it honors tradition, as well as in its
mission of service that has been
passed down through generations of
families who have worshipped there.

“We respect those who have come
before us,” church historian Fallon
Jackson said. “For example, when
confronting an issue or problem, we
might reflect on something that my
great grandfather, the late Reverend
Wilson used to say. The older mem-

bers of our congregation are very rich
with the wisdom of their life experi-
ences. They provide us with an exam-
ple of Christian prosperity that can be
achieved if we follow in their foot-

Pilgrim Baptist Church continues
caring tradition in Kenner

By ALLAN KATZ

Mayor Phil Capitano plans to hold
hall meetings in each of Kenner’s five
council districts. The dates and loca-
tions for the meetings, which will be
held in July and August, will be
announced by the mayor’s office.

“Two evening meetings will be held
in each district in order to allow as many
people as possible to attend. Everyone
in the city will be invited by mail to the
town hall meetings in the council dis-
trict where they reside,” said Karen
Boudrie, public relations consultant to
the city. This is an opportunity for resi-
dents of each district to meet directly
with the mayor. When we complete the
schedule, the list of town hall meetings
will also be posted on the city of
Kenner’s website. Anyone seeking more
information can call the office of the

continued on page 34

continued on page 21

Town hall meetings
planned for each
of Kenner’s council
districts

By ALLAN KATZ

At four foot eight inches tall and 85
pounds, Scotty Zimmerman of Kenner
doesn’t look like a six-time international
martial arts champion but he is considered
one of America’s most promising young
karate stars.

His coach, John Chung of Washington
D.C. says the 12-year-old Zimmerman “is a

12-year old Scotty
Zimmerman is an
international martial
arts champ and an
“A” student as well

L.A. Muhleisen and
Son Funeral Home
still serving Kenner
after 56 years
By TROY BROUSSARD

An aerial photograph from the mid-
1950s that hangs in Rivertown’s Exhibition
Hall is of the intersection of Williams
Boulevard and Veterans Highway from a
vantage point that looks out toward Airline
Drive. L.A. Muhleisen and Son Funeral
Home Director, Louis A. Muhleisen, Jr.,
likes to point out with a measure of nostalgia
that a house on Williams Boulevard included
in the picture, the only man made structure
visible at the time the photo was taken,
would later be converted into a home for his
company. Muhleisen admits, however, that
he didn’t always believe it was the best
choice for a new business location.

“I remember questioning my dad about
this location and that I couldn’t believe that
he would build a funeral home in the middle
of nowhere,” Muhleisen recalls. “My dad’s
answer was, ‘It won’t be long and all of this
area will be built up.’ He really had great
foresight.”

continued on page 33

continued on page 33 continued on page 20

By ALLAN KATZ

Public officials and community
leaders are hailing a program of $1.3
million in improvements for
Kenner’s Laketown that will make
the area even more of a draw for
Kenner families.

District 3 Councilwoman Jeanne
Black, whose district includes

continued on page 34

Kenner voters will decide on civil service in April 2006 election

$1.3 million of improvements
will make Laketown even
more inviting for families
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Melchers Law Firm
Estate Planning • Real Estate • Business Law

909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner

(504) 467-1092

We listen, we assess
your needs, we make it easy for
you to make legal decisions.

• Wills - Trusts - Successions
• Real Estate Closings
• Business Law

James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law
Kathy Melchers, Administrator

By ALLAN KATZ

Boudrie Communications recently
won a first place award from the Press
Club of New Orleans for its public rela-
tions campaign that promoted the expand-
ed and enlarged Kenner Planetarium.

Mayor Phil Capitano said he was
pleased that Karen Boudrie, president of
Boudrie Communications and public
information officer for the city of Kenner,
was honored by the Press Club. “Karen
Boudrie is a class act,” said the mayor.
“This is further proof of her value to the
city of Kenner. There is no greater honor
than to be recognized by one’s peers for
outstanding work.”

Boudrie said of the award, “I was very
surprised. We were up against two of the
largest advertising agencies in the South,

both with incredible reputations. It was
our goal to make sure all the residents of
the metro area knew what an amazing
facility we have in the Kenner
Planetarium. My staff and I worked very
hard not just to get the word out about the
planetarium, but also to show that the city
of Kenner is a major tourism center in
Louisiana with attractions that can draw
tens of thousands of visitors.” ★

Cox Communications is providing,
without charge, a set for Kenner TV’s
“Schoolhouse Buzz” show that features
children from local schools.

“We are very grateful to Cox,” says
Karen Boudrie, Kenner’s Public
Relations Consultant to the city who has
helped set up Kenner’s own TV station.
“Having a set will help brand
‘Schoolhouse Buzz’ and allow the kids a
more realistic feel for the show.” KTV is
located at the Wildlife and Fisheries
Museum in Rivertown.

Several Kenner schools have already
made appearances on “Schoolhouse
Buzz,” including John Quincy Adams
Middle School and Washington

Elementary. Greenlawn Elementary,
Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High
School and Maggiore Elementary will
begin airing their shows in July. The other
Kenner schools will hopefully tape pro-
grams this fall.

Boudrie says the plans for the fall
include mini-newscasts with Kenner stu-
dents serving as news anchors and
reporters. “KTV is so beneficial because
it creates an opportunity for Kenner
school students to become familiar with
the operations of TV studios and shows,
builds their confidence and speaking
abilities and allows the schools to show-
case the many programs and innovative
things that they are doing,” she said. ★
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Boudrie Communications wins 
top media award for campaign to
promote Kenner planetarium

Cox Communications provides set
for Kenner TV show about schools

Community★ ★

Louis J. Roussell, Jr. Planetarium and Megadome Cinema in Rivertown.

Kenner planetarium logo

Wednesday and Saturday
10oz. FILET & POTATOES

5216 Veterans Blvd., Metairie
Sun. - Thurs.
11am - 3am

Fri. and Sat.
11am - 4am

Be Pro Active
Before the Heat Makes You Uncomfortable…

Let Certified Air complete a service (tune-up) on your air conditioning system.

Certified Air
When you have well educated Technicians providing service,

“Quality is a Priority.”
We Service All Makes and Models & Will Respect Your Home

Call Today!
467-4389Financing 

Available Accepted

Always accepting applications:
For residential technicians and installers, must pass a drug test and

be well-groomed. Hard work pays well and offers outstanding advantages.

Factory
Authorized Dealer

24 Hour
Service

4041 Williams Blvd. • Kenner Winn Dixie Marketplace
Corner Vintage and Williams Blvd.

461-0433       Wireless Internet

“This grilled burger (8 oz. chuck) had a GREAT SMOKY FLAVOR that honestly rivaled
some of the better burger joints in town.”

The “Unknown Food Critic”, WWL-TV
Review of Laketown Grill

OPEN 24 HOURS

Cocktails Beer
Sandwiches Appetizers

We’re 3 years old! Serving Kenner with great food & fun…
specializing in delicious 1/2# burgers & ribeye sandwiches.

— Ross & Darwin Martin, owners
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By ALLAN KATZ

In an upcoming April 1, 2006 referen-
dum, it may be time for Kenner to finally
resolve the debate about civil service, which
began in the late 1990s and was first nar-
rowly defeated by voters in 1999.

My own perspective on civil service was
shaped by my many years in New Orleans
covering the civil service system where I was
appalled by what I saw. Civil service, as
practiced in New Orleans, is a bureaucratic
nightmare that protects the incompetent and
rude while watering down the incentives for
the best city employees to hustle and try to
achieve their maximum performance. In fair-
ness, there are exceptionally good city
employees in New Orleans, despite civil
service. But their system is a disaster that
neither rewards good work nor gives city
employees motivation to be the best they are

capable of being.
Kenner District 3 Councilperson Jeannie

Black and District 4 Councilperson Michele
Branigan said they expect the majority of
their constituents to vote against civil service
for many of the same reasons that I have just
stated.

It is only fair to note that Phil Ramon,
chief of staff for the city of Kenner, says that
if Kenner voters approve civil service in
April 2006, Mayor Capitano has no intention
of duplicating the New Orleans system in
Kenner. Ramon says that the mayor plans to
develop a merit-based civil service system
that will have little resemblance to the sys-
tem found in New Orleans. In my experi-
ence, however, civil service investigative
procedures tend to be time-consuming,
bureaucratic and too forgiving of all but the
very worst breaches of public confidence
and trust.

There is another point to consider. Is
civil service needed to prevent employees
from being politically pressured to support a
candidate? If Kenner city government all
these years had been a place where city
employees were abused, then I would have to

say that civil service may be needed to rem-
edy the injustices suffered by victims of
political cruelties. I think, however, that the
vast majority of Kenner city employees
would tell you that while they might wish for
more pay and better benefits, they generally
have pretty good jobs and are in general
treated with respect and dignity by their
supervisors and department heads. At least
that’s what people have been telling me over
the years.

If the civil service referendum passes on
April 1, 2006, I’ll be among those applaud-
ing Mayor Capitano’s efforts to create a civil
service system that is fair, fast-moving, not
bureaucratic and one that does not reduce the
incentives for the best employees at city hall
to try their very best every day.

In the end, I believe most emphatically in
democracy. It will be up to the voters in the
city of Kenner to consider the pros and cons
of civil service. If they feel that civil service
will be a positive addition to this communi-
ty, then let it happen. The fact is that Kenner
is a great city and will continue to be so,
whether civil service comes to city hall or
not.

Unified Republicans dominate Legislature
I’ve been watching the Louisiana

Legislature for 40 years and I’ve never seen
a session so dominated by its Republican
members, although they only make up one-
third of the total.

The GOP, highly unified and organized,
had Governor Kathleen Blanco and her
administration running around in circles.
The governor’s proposed $1-per- cigarette
tax to fund a teacher pay raise was “Dead On
Arrival.” Coming off a very successful “hon-
eymoon” legislative session following her
election, Governor Blanco just wasn’t pre-
pared for the buzz saw defense the GOP had
prepared for her.

What was most amazing to veteran leg-
islative watchers is that the Republicans
stuck together through thick and thin.
Through a long legislative session, there are
many moments when personal rivalries or
unexpected developments can derail even the
best-organized plans. But the Republicans
stuck to their guns all the way to the final
adjournment. Some of the credit for this
goes to Roger Villere, the Metairie florist
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Kenner Star is published monthly and is
distributed by direct mail to all

20,600 registered voter households in Kenner.
An additional 2,000 copies are distributed

in over 100 high traffic locations.

The content of all theme-based columns, written by
respective professionals in this newspaper, is in no way
intended to render advice, suggest a course of action,
or take the place of an individual consultation regard-
ing that subject matter.

By JEFF CROUERE

It could have been worse, but it cer-
tainly could have been much better. As
the 2005 Louisiana Legislative session
came to a merciful close, there were
some clear winners and some clear los-
ers. Arguably, one who lost out was
Governor Kathleen Blanco, who was
unsuccessful in passing her $1 per pack
cigarette tax increase. The tax would
have generated close to $500 million
over two years that would have been
used to boost teacher salaries closer to
the Southern average. When the
Governor realized she did not have the
votes, she dropped teacher pay raises
and named health care as the major ben-
eficiary of the taxes. Either way, the
effort was all for naught because the
Governor did not have the votes. The
session was not a complete defeat for
the Governor. She did pass her hospital
provider tax and her economic develop-
ment package, which included a reduc-
tion in the tax credits for the film and
video industry.

Other losers in this session were the

reformers, such as Senator Jay
Dardenne (R-Baton Rouge). He spon-
sored a bill that would have eliminated
the unseemly perk that allows legislators
to receive free tickets to sporting events.
The bill passed the Senate, but was
defeated in a House committee when
several committee members convenient-
ly decided that they had to take care of
other business and missed the crucial
vote. Another reformer who lost is State
Representative Tim Burns (R-
Mandeville) who sponsored a bill to
provide private school vouchers to 1,200
students in Orleans Parish. This pilot
program would have been limited to
Orleans Parish, but it would have pro-
vided a way out of a failing system for at
least some children. The voucher bill
passed the House, but it failed in a
Senate committee, despite the crisis in
public education in New Orleans.
Representatives of teacher unions and
public school administrators testified
against the bill, while Catholic school
educators strongly supported it. Voucher
opponents want to give the newly elect-
ed Orleans Parish School Board more
time to fix the multitude of problems,
yet the new board has been beset by
infighting and has been in continual dis-
array since they were elected a few
months ago.

Another partial loser was Mayor

Nagin, who succeeded in his quest to
create a Bioscience Center in New
Orleans, but was unable to convince
Governor Blanco to fully reimburse the
city for millions of dollars in expenses
incurred providing police protection at
Harrah’s Casino.

The big winners of the session were
the Republicans, who were united
against the cigarette tax and forced
Blanco to admit defeat. For the first time
in recent memory, the Republicans acted
like a united delegation. With more than
one-third of the seats in the legislature,
the GOP had enough votes to derail the
Blanco tax package. House delegation
leader Jim Tucker (R-Algiers) did a
magnificent job of keeping his delega-
tion together in the face of strong pres-
sure from the administration. Many
Republicans believed that the tax
increase was unnecessary in light of the
$361 million in additional revenue dis-
covered by the Revenue Estimating
Conference in May. Once the additional
revenue was revealed, Republicans had
the upper hand in their fight against
Blanco.

Other big winners were the “Good
Old Boys,” such as Agriculture
Commissioner Bob Odom. Several bills
were proposed to limit his vast power,

Legislative session: A mixed bag

continued on page 14

continued on page 17

Can Kenner finally resolve the civil service debate?
From the Editor★ ★

Political Review★ ★
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By PHIL CAPITANO
Kenner Mayor

As we begin a new fiscal year in this
great city, I want to take this opportunity to
address you about the state of our city.

I am happy and proud to announce that
the city of Kenner is more fiscally sound
than it has been in a very long time. In fact,
our reserves, or what’s often referred to as
our rainy day fund, are higher than they’ve
been in 15 years.

Our sales tax revenues were up three per-
cent last year and for this new fiscal year we
are projecting another two percent increase.

In addition, Kenner continues to be a
great place to live and do business.

In the past 16 months, 918 new business
permits have been issued in the city of Kenner
– from mom and pop businesses to the new
Wal-Mart on Williams. Kenner is thriving.

New construction is also on a roll. In
the past year and a half, work has begun on
83 new single family homes-and nine
multi-family structures. And construction
is underway or complete on 39 new com-
mercial buildings.

We are continuing to make great
progress with our infrastructure. Work is
well underway on a $10 million dollar
wastewater treatment plant that will
increase flow and improve service to you –
all while reducing operating costs.

The first phase of our $1.3 million dol-
lar improvement to Laketown is now
underway. With more picnic shelters and
green space these improvements should
provide for better utilization of our lake-
front for more of our residents.

Major drainage work is underway
across the city. And a study that pinpoints
the most critical needs – which for years

had just been sitting on a shelf – is now
being put to use.

We persevered to get the Kenner
Planetarium and Megadome Cinema up and
running for everyone to enjoy and it’s quick-
ly becoming the hottest attraction in
Rivertown and a valuable asset to our city. In
order to build on this new catalyst for
Rivertown we have begun a Friday night con-
cert series to bring more people to the area.

In January we launched KTV, Kenner’s
government access channel and we kicked
off the first ever soccer program in the city
for our young people.

Work has also begun on a new fire sta-
tion in Rivertown as well as the new fire
headquarters on Williams Boulevard. These
are just a few of the important projects that
will improve service and the quality of life
for you – our residents.

Now, one of the accomplishments I’m
most proud of is being able to provide well
deserved pay raises to city workers and
firefighters. During my 15 months in
office, we have given the employees a 15
percent pay hike…15 percent. This equates
to approximately eight years worth of rais-
es based on the city’s old pay plan which
never allowed employees to keep up with
the cost of living.

In addition, we were pleased to be able
to give our dedicated police officers a three
percent pay raise this year and an addition-
al $1 million dollars to the police depart-
ment for its overall budget.

These employees, police officers and
firefighters, are the backbone of our city,
and we will continue to work hard toward
improving their salaries and work environ-
ment in every way possible.

I think it’s very important to note that
we have done all this with no new taxes.
You might be wondering how?

We undertook serious cost saving meas-
ures such as renegotiating professional
service fees, eliminating unnecessary con-
tracts, waste and duplication. In addition,

city employees are now doing some of the
work that was previously contracted out.

Rather than spending $350,000 to
$500,000 annually on maintaining an anti-
quated computer system for the city we are
in the process of purchasing a new system
that will pay for itself in one year.

After spending $1.8 million dollars in
lease payments over 15 years for the
Wildlife and Fisheries building, the city
purchased the building for $400,000 and
this will amount to a tremendous cost sav-
ings.

We have also identified other inflated
lease payments and will no longer partici-
pate in this costly practice.

One of the most atrocious examples of
this abuse, was the $750,000 the city spent on
leasing a small Rivertown cottage which we
have now taken possession of at no addition-
al cost. The Kenner Development
Corporation offered to sell this cottage to the
city for $89,000 but we had already spent
$750,000 leasing this building. We refused to
pay one more dime. My solution was to dis-
band the Kenner Development Corporation,
take the assets, return them to the city and
stop this wasteful spending!!!!!!!

Let me give you another example of the
wasteful spending of tax dollars that my
administration discovered and quickly put
an end to. While scrutinizing payments to
vendors, we discovered the city was paying
a questionable fee to a company that’s
come under fire recently in Jefferson
Parish. The fees were based on percentages
of taxes and other revenues the city collect-
ed – something we felt was inappropriate.
We quickly curtailed the payments. The
Jefferson Parish Council learned of our
decision and has now cut the company’s
contract as well. The state legislative audi-
tor has recoognized us for taking this
action.

What this means is that Kenner govern-
ment is operating leaner, more efficiently
and is now more accountable.

Because it takes more than just a mayor,
his staff, and even the city employees to run
this city efficiently, we are endeavoring to

work with our city council as closely as pos-
sible and provide a team approach to city
government. We have instituted a policy of
providing monthly and quarterly reports to
the city council which include updated rev-
enue projections, all new contracts, depart-
mental reports on expenditures and any line
item changes by department. Again this is
being done monthly and quarterly to keep
the council as informed as possible.
Contracts signed by me are also sent to the
council as soon as they are executed. There
is no question that this administration is
providing more information to the city
council and the public than any previous
administration in the history of Kenner.

As I look back at the past year, I can say
it was a truly humbling experience to be
given the opportunity to work with the city
employees, constituents and business lead-
ers as we addressed a multitude of chal-
lenges. I am also greatly amazed at how
much was accomplished, in spite of and
because of these challenges.

I look forward to serving you as mayor
for the next fiscal year. I want you to know
that I am truly committed to moving this
city forward. In the coming year I hope to
focus on building Rivertown into a thriving
day and night time attraction for people of
all ages, to continue to improve Kenner City
Park, to expand our lakefront to offer more
opportunities for our residents to enjoy this
asset as well as create policies that will
make government more efficient.

I promise you I will continue to promote
programs, initiatives, and infrastructure
improvements that improve the quality of
life for everyone in Kenner, as well as main-
taining our sound fiscal footing. ★

Mayor Capitano can be contacted at 468-
7240 or kennermayor@kenner.la.us. ★

Kenner City Council meetings are
broadcast every Friday at 7:00 p.m. imme-
diately followed by the Spanish translation
on KTV’s channel 76. The city of Kenner’s
website is www.kenner.la.us.

2005 State of the City Address

Government★ ★

In an awards ceremony held June 22, 2005
at the Rivertown Repertory Theater in Kenner,
several KPD officers were honored for per-
forming above and beyond the call of duty. 

Among those present for the ceremony
were Jefferson Parish Councilman Tom
Capella, who was the keynote speaker, and the
Reverend Byron Clay who served as the invo-
cation leader.

The 27 honorees were Officer Ronnie
Barger, Officer Troy Berkholz, Officer Byron
Corley, Officer Kenneth Cowan, Officer Chris

Dodt, Officer Robert Goertz, K-9 Officer
Jeffry, Officer Brian Labruzza, Sergeant
Wayne McInnis, Officer Oscar Munoz,
Detective Chad Petersen, Officer Tim Phares,
Officer Eddie Rose, Officer David Rumbelow,
Officer Christy Sievers, Officer Brian St.
Clair, Officer David Stromeyer, Officer Josh
Taranto, Nelson L. Tatum, Sr., Officer Kevin
Treigle, Officer Lewis Tusa, Jr., Sergeant Rick
Walther, Officer Josh Wilkerson, Officer
LaShonda Woodfork, Officer Anthony
Woodson and Officer Edwin Yeager. ★

Awards ceremony honors KPD officers

Rada’s World of Travel
903 Williams Blvd.  •  467-9450

CALL US TODAY…

PERSONAL SERVICE AND YEARS OF EXPERIENCE…

TAUCK TOURS…GOGO PACKAGES…
GLOBUS ESCORTED TOURS

YOUR HEADQUARTERS FOR CRUISES

DISNEYWORLD AND PASSES
CHECK OUR PRICES FOR FAMILY GROUPS

EUROPE VACATIONS AND PERILLO TOURS
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Infrastructure improvements constantly ongoing

By KEITH CHIRO
Kenner Public Works Director

Summer is here and the Public Works
Department is in high gear. Our Parkway
Section, which performs grass cutting on
city owned property, maintenance of
medians, gardens and street sweeping
from Laketown to Rivertown has been
particularly busy. Our other sections are
also continually on the go, and, since we
are in hurricane season, our drainage sec-
tion is routinely cleaning catch basins
throughout the city as well as in the many
open ditches we have in south Kenner.

Now that we are in hurricane season,
please remember that it is important to
have a plan in place well in advance
should a storm approach our coast. I am
sure you are aware that the Louisiana
State Police have enacted a new evacua-
tion route plan that should be a great
improvement over the plan that was in
effect for Hurricane Ivan. It would be
prudent to study the plan now so that you

are familiar with the various routes out of
the metropolitan area. By doing this now,
you will know what route to take to reach
a destination of your choice. To view the
new hurricane evacuation route plan you
can go to the State Police website at
www.lsp.org. Full size printed copies of
the evacuation guide are available at the
various Lowe’s, Home Depot and Wal-
Mart stores located throughout Jefferson
Parish.

Kenner continues to move forward
with roadway and other significant infra-
structure improvements that have recent-
ly started or will begin in the near future.
Among those projects are a new bridge
crossing on Vintage Drive at the Duncan
Canal, road and drainage improvements
on Joe Yenni Boulevard Phase I, U-turn
lanes on West Metairie Avenue on the
east and west side of Roosevelt
Boulevard, and improvements to the
Williams Boulevard railroad crossing at
Airline Highway.

There are several sewer upgrades
projects under construction at this time
as well, namely a lift station upgrade at
33rd Street and Hans Avenue, a sewer
force main extension at Driftwood
Boulevard and Gelpi Drive, a major

expansion of Wastewater Treatment Plant
No. 3 and upgrades to the effluent pump
station.

Construction of a new fire station in
Rivertown has started, which will replace
a very old and outdated station in south
Kenner.

Work has also started on improve-
ments to the west peninsula area in
Laketown. The boat trailer parking lot
will be paved and three group shelters
will be erected along with additional

lighting and landscaping. Improvements
to Kenner Park at the corner of Loyola
Drive and Vintage Drive are ongoing and
there will be additional parking added in
the near future.

As you can see, Kenner is continuing
to focus on infrastructure improvements
as well as recreational improvements in
an ongoing effort to improve the quality
of life for all Kenner residents.

I hope that everyone will have a safe
and enjoyable summer. ★

Government★ ★

Charles P. Murphy, M.D.
 Orthopedic Surgeon

Director, Orthopedic Center for

Sports Medicine

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgeon

Fellowship Training Sports Medicine

Amy H. Phelan, M.D.
 Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

Fellowship Training Advanced Spinal Injections

Drs. Murphy, Lyons, Espinoza and  Phelan are Sports Medicine  specialists prac-

ticing at the Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine, located at 671  W. Esplanade

Avenue in Kenner. The  Orthopedic Center is well recognized as a multispecialty

center of  excellence  dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused

expertise in  shoulder, knee and nonsurgical spine care.

671 W. Esplanade Avenue, Kenner          504-467-5900

Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine
Physical Medicine & Reconstructive Surgery

Luis M. Espinoza M.D.
Orthopedic Surgeon

Fellowship Training Sports Medicine

Drs. Murphy, Lyons and Espinoza are Orthopedic Surgeons/Sports Specialists. They serve as the Orthopedic
Consultants for the Washington Nationals AAA/New Orleans Zephyrs. Dr. Phelan is a Physicial Medicine and
Rehabilitation Specialist with advanced training in spinal injections and non-surgical spine care. The Orthopedic
Center is well recognized as a multi-specialty center of excellence dedicated to complete musculosketal care with
focused expertise in shoulder, knee and non-surgical spine care.

671 W. Esplanade Avenue, Kenner 467-5900
4921 Airline Drive, Metairie 889-2663

STEINHAUER PRODUCTIONS
MUSIC  • CLOGGERS

July
16 & 17

Sat.
& Sun.

10 am-5 pm

$5.00
Admission

Children
12 and under

FREE
FREE

PARKING

Dolls
Wood Crafts

Baskets
Stained GlassChristmas

Items

We’re
Back!

Wearables
Leather

Victorian
Pottery, Jewelry

Painting

CHRISTMAS IN JULY
2OO BOOTHS

Huge Arts & Crafts Show

Pontchartrain Center
Williams Blvd., Kenner
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By CARL CLEVELAND

Just before my federal court trial was
set to begin in 1997, I attended my daugh-
ter’s graduation from Franciscan
University. She received a master’s degree

in theology. At an after graduation lunch I
was approached by an old and faith-filled
friend to pray about my upcoming ordeal.
She said that a relatively obscure Bible
passage had come to mind and she felt
constrained to share it with me. The pas-
sage was from 2 Cor. 12:1-10.

I was at first mystified about the rele-
vance of this passage to my life. It spoke
passionately of St. Paul’s “thorn in the
flesh” that tormented him and caused him

to question how a loving and merciful God
could let this suffering come to him. The
passage goes on to give Paul’s explanation
that he learned through many difficult
experiences. It is in our suffering that God
is glorified, and we experience God in pal-
pably real ways. If we persevere in faith,
we eventually triumph, and during our
struggles, God is always close at hand. He
showers us with the graces necessary to
muddle through and sends his inexplicable
peace to us as we struggle.

I have had a similar learning curve to
St. Paul’s. This passage was profoundly
prophetic of my personal ordeal. My thorn
in the flesh was to be prosecuted and con-
victed wrongly of nonexistent federal
crimes. My life was totally shattered in
every way. I didn’t know how my wife and
children would survive on a day-to-day
basis, and I was sentenced to over ten
years in prison.

After the passage from Corinthians
was first given to me I read and reread it
many times searching for reassurance. I
had no clue to its meaning at first, but it
kept reappearing. It was the reading at
Mass on the day my trial started. A long
time priest friend sent the passage to me in
my first letter I received in prison when I
was in total despair. Over time, I began to
understand that I was called to surrender
my life and ambitions totally to God, and
to accept in faith that my ordeal would
serve a greater good.

Instantly upon my surrender, an over-
whelming sense of peace enwrapped me
and never left during two and a half years
of daily hell in prison. Paul’s experience
led me to understand that our greatest
power as human beings comes during our
times of greatest suffering and powerless-
ness to control our own lives. But that’s
not all. Eventually, great joy returns to the
lives of the faithful.

As you may know, the United States
Supreme Court unanimously reversed my
conviction in the record short time of 28
days and ordered my assets restored. My
first public appearance after my release
was at a huge Baptist church in Atlanta
that had prayed for my release and wrote

to me weekly in prison. As I waited to give
my witness to a huge crowd, I went to
Mass nearby, and the sermon was on the
meaning of 2 Cor. 12:1-10. Surely, this
was no coincidence. This special passage
promises eventual triumph to those who
suffer and abundant graces while the
ordeal is ongoing.

I have written at length about these
extraordinary experiences many times in
the past. Last week my daughter called to
say that on Saturday the Scripture readings
included the now familiar 2 Cor. 12:1-10.
This news sent a chill up my spine because
I had just learned that morning that my
cancer, that had been in remission for
quite some time, had apparently reap-
peared in lesions in my ribs and spine.
Based on past experience, I am in for a
difficult time. As I brace myself for more
rounds of radiation therapy and
chemotherapy, I am confident of several
things. Our loving God will be very close
to me in the days ahead. The consolation
of his Holy Spirit will bring me inexplica-
ble peace if I can cheerfully surrender to
His will without whining or complaint. No
matter what comes, if I can faithfully do
my part, this chapter of my life will end in
triumph in one way or another.

I have to admit that at first I was dis-
turbed by the bad news. I feel vibrantly
healthy, and my life has been so blessed
since my return home from prison and
unprecedented survival of my original
cancer two years ago. One thought that ran
through my consciousness was that it
might be time to give up writing this col-
umn. Then I reconsidered because I may
be living lessons that can be of help to oth-
ers who face death and difficulty, if I can
candidly share my journey with you as
events unfold. I will give it my best shot,
hoping that my experience can be of help
to others.

As St. Paul observed, it is in our pow-
erlessness and suffering that our greatest
power is achieved. ★

Carl Cleveland can be reached via
email at kenstarcwc@aol.com.

An ominous but reassuring Scripture passage

Edward Nikolaus, Jr.
Owner

Over 25 Years Experience • Works With Any Insurance Company • Lifetime Warranty

WORLD CLASS COLLISION AND DETAIL CENTER
2835 Virginia Street • Kenner • 467-7775

Faithwalk★ ★

2722 WILLIAMS BLVD. • KENNER, LA  70065
468-3237

BUSINESSMAN’S SPECIALS
Soup

Seafood Gumbo or Soup of the Day
Salad

House Salad or Caesar Salad
6 oz. Petit Filet

Served with house potatoes and vegetable of the day
$14.95

•
Soup

Seafood Gumbo or Soup of the Day
Salad

House Salad or Caesar Salad
Blackened Redfish & Crab

Served with house potatoes and vegetable of the day
$13.95

•
Jazz Special

Soup
Seafood Gumbo or Soup of the Day
? Shrimp, Oyster or Catfish Po-Boy

$7.95

New Lunch Menu!New selection of 
salads and entrees

Ninth Annual Archbishop Chapelle

Chipmunk Classic
Golf Tournament

4-Person Scramble starts at 11:00 a.m.
Awards ceremony and dinner to follow

Sunday, October 2
Ormond Country Club & Golf Course

10 Villere Drive in Destrehan

Call Dottie Schule at 467-3105 or 468-9090, ext. 120
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By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN

If you’re in
the path of a
hurricane, the
best course of
action may be to
leave the area.
Whether you go
or stay, here are
some steps you
can take to
reduce the

effects and aftereffects a big storm can have
on your vehicle.

1. Do not wait until the last minute before
you evacuate to get your vehicle serviced and
checked for travel. Plan ahead so when it is
time to leave, you, your family and your vehi-
cle are safe on the road.

2. Check your insurance coverage before
hurricane season starts. Officially, the season
is from June 1 to November 30 for our area.
Most big storms happen in August and
September.

3. Take care of mechanical repairs – an
evacuation is no time to rely on frayed belts or
an iffy transmission. Be sure emergency items
such as a spare tire, jumper cables, first-aid
kit, etc., are in working order.

3. Keep a close eye on weather reports as
a hurricane approaches.

4. If you are in the storm’s path, decide as

early as possible whether you need to leave.
The later you hit the highway, the more traffic
gridlock you’ll face. Listen to experts’ advice
or officials’ orders.

5. Go with a full tank of gas if you evacu-
ate – you can’t predict availability down the
road.

6. If possible, find a safe place for any car
you leave behind. An ideal spot provides some
protection from rising and surging water, as
well as from wind and blowing debris.

7. Keep gas tanks filled during hurricane
season. You won’t be driving anywhere during
an actual hurricane, of course, but you’ll want
to avoid lines at the gas station later. Gasoline
may not be available for several days after a
particularly disruptive storm.

It’s impossible to predict how much dam-
age a hurricane will do to your home or your
community. Listen to the experts at the
National Hurricane Center and to the news-
casters who relay the experts’ reports. They
have the best idea of what to expect in your
area. ★

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and
operated full-service tire and automotive
shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in
Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, and 8:00 a.m.-1:00
p.m. on Saturday. Scotty’s web site is
www.scottystireauto.com.

Is your vehicle ready for a
hurricane or an evacuation?

Automotive★ ★

By SHARON SOLOMON

Starting on
July 21
through July
25, 2005,
Kenner will be
hosting the
third annual
Basketball on
the Bayou
N a t i o n a l
I nv i t a t i o n a l

Championship. This tournament will bring
in 128 teams in four age divisions (14 and
under through 17 and under) from every
corner of the continental United States.

“These girls are in the top of their class
in basketball,” explained Kimberly Davis,
tournament coordinator and head coach of
sponsor Essence Girls Basketball, Inc.
located in Tallahasse, Florida. The tourna-
ment is also sponsored by Roundball
Journal, one of the nation’s leading scout-
ing services. “The girls are showcasing

their talents in front of hundreds of college
coaches. We are expecting approximately
300 to 350 college coaches to watch our
tournament in Kenner,” Davis said. The
tournament website is www.basketballon-
thebayou.com.

The tournament will be held in the
Pontchartrain Center, Kenner gymnasi-
ums and the Alario Center on the west
bank. Kenner will be in the spotlight with
over 3,000 attendees expected for the
event. On Friday, July 22, Rivertown will
be the site of an athlete party for the
teams. All museums will be open to
accommodate and entertain our guests.
Let’s show them a big Kenner welcome! ★

Sharon Solomon is the Marketing
Director for the Kenner Convention and
Visitors Bureau, located at 2100 Third Street
in Rivertown. The KCVB is a non-profit cor-
poration funded by private membership dues
and funds from the city of Kenner. Sharon
Solomon can be reached via email at ken-
nercvb@aol.com or at

Kenner to host basketball national
championship tournament in July

Tourism★ ★

2308 21st Street • Kenner, 70062 • 236-8871
(Off Williams Blvd.– near Winn Dixie)

PURCHASE SIX (6) SNOBALLS (any size) AND
GET ONE (1) 20 OZ. SNOBALL FREE

TRADE THIS AD FOR A PUNCH CARD
Offer expires September 1, 2005

Best Ice
in Kenner!

Come and give us a try today!
More than 50 delicious snoball flavors • Soft Serve Ice-Cream

Old-Fashioned Malts • Ice Cream Sodas • Nachos and more!

REENIE’S
C A F É  &  P U B

11am - till  • Large Facility Available For Any Occasion
121 E. Airline Drive  • Kenner  
469-0969  • Fax: 469-0858

Video
Poker

Oven
Roasted

Top Round
Roast Beef

Po-Boy

Pool
Tables

HOT Lunch Specials - $5.95 & up
Awesome Chuck Burgers • Overstuffed Po-Boys

Seafood • Italian Muffalettas
Salads

HAPPY HOUR 4pm - 6pm
★

Airline Dr.

(Third Left Turn)

Airport
Overpass Airport 

REENIE’S

DAILY SPECIALS FAXED

The UPS Store!™

COPY SALE
EXTENDED FOR ANOTHER MONTH

BY POPULAR REQUEST!!!!
The lowest prices in town for 

black and white and color copies.

No minimum or maximum
number of copies.

$2 OFF
UPS® AIR
SERVICE

Limit one coupon per customer.
This offer is not good in combination with
any other offers. Valid at this location only.
Restrictions apply. Offer expires 7/31/05.

The UPS Store!™

2¢
BLACK & WHITE COPIES

The UPS Store!™

Limit one coupon per customer.
This offer is not good in combination with any other offers.

Valid at this location only. Restrictions apply.
Offer expires 7/31/05.

8.5x11, single sided, white 20# paper, self-service

49¢
DIGITAL COLOR PRINTS

The UPS Store!™

Limit one coupon per customer.
This offer is not good in combination with any other offers.

Valid at this location only. Restrictions apply.
Offer expires 7/31/05.

8.5x11, single sided, white 20# paper, self-service

Shipping Services • Packaging Services • Mailbox & Postal Services
Moving & Packaging Supplies • Copying Services • Finishing & Printing Services

4041 WILLIAMS BLVD., SUITE A-9 • KENNER, LA 70065
HOURS: M-F  8:30-6:00, S 8:30 - 2:00

TELEPHONE: 504-443-2115 • FAX: 504-443-1022



As hurricane season begins, a coalition
of state agencies and the American Red
Cross is encouraging South Louisiana resi-
dents to start now to prepare for emergency

evacuation.
“If there’s one thing we learned from

Hurricane Ivan, it’s that everyone has to
think ahead,” said Colonel Henry Whitehorn,

Louisiana State Police superintendent.
The coalition – comprised of state

police, the state Office of Homeland
Security and Emergency Preparedness
(OHSEP), the state Department of
Transportation and Development (DOTD),
and the American Red Cross – recommends
that residents take the following steps.

1. Come up with your own personal
evacuation plan before the need for an evac-
uation arises. “I cannot stress enough how
important it is for South Louisiana residents to
start thinking about emergency travel plans
now,” said Whitehorn. “You should know
where you are going and how to get there.”

2. Expect traffic delays. It is impos-
sible for Louisiana’s road structure to handle
a full-scale evacuation without motorists
experiencing delays. “Even with a new evac-
uation plan with an expanded contraflow
component, there are only 11 lanes out of the
metro New Orleans area,” Colonel
Whitehorn said. “Those 11 lanes can handle
no more than 18,000 cars an hour.”

3. If a storm is approaching, leave
as early as you can. The sooner you leave,
the safer you will be. A new evacuation plan,
developed by a state police-DOTD task
force, is the culmination of eight months of
intensive, collaborative effort that features
staged evacuations, better traffic manage-
ment, more and better highway signage, a
revised contraflow plan, a 24-hour Traffic
Control Center and a comprehensive map
that details traffic routes.

Whitehorn said the task force revising
the evacuation plan was “diligent and open-
minded in looking at every possible option”
including extending contraflow all the way
to Baton Rouge. However, computer models
and traffic engineering studies show that
option would not improve the traffic flow out
of the New Orleans area.

The colonel encouraged as many residents
as possible to “think north” instead of west

when making their evacuation travel plans.
The state police have installed the new

state emergency evacuation map on its site.
Residents can view the map at www.lsp.org.

The map also will be available on the
websites of other agencies in the coalition –
OHSEP at www.ohsep.louisiana.gov, DOTD
at www.dotd.state.la.us, the American Red
Cross at www.preparelouisiana.redcross.org
as well as the Jefferson Parish website,
www.jeffparish.net.

One million printed copies of the map
were made available in June, the coalition
said. 

Since printed versions of the map are
now available for distribution an educational
effort will begin to explain the plan and
address any questions, Whitehorn said. “The
specifics of the plans can’t be explained in a
ten-second sound bite,” he said. “That’s why
we plan to beat the bushes to find opportuni-
ties to explain this plan – in great detail and
in many venues – before a disaster strikes.”

Families and groups can call the
American Red Cross to participate in pre-
sentations on how to use the maps to plan
their evacuation routes.

The initial printing of one million maps
was funded by the American Red Cross and
the Office of Homeland Security and
Emergency Preparedness. Before the map
was printed, DOTD convened focus groups
in the New Orleans area to critique the map
and make suggestions. The focus group
process was invaluable in helping the state
produce a map that was understandable and
accurate, said DOTD Secretary Johnny B.
Bradberry.

In the Kenner area, the state evacuation
guide maps are available at Home Depot and
Wal-Mart. Other distribution sites are
Lowe’s, Jefferson Parish East and West Bank
public libraries,  Other distribution sites can
be found at www.preparelouisiana.red-
cross.org. ★
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New evacuation and contraflow maps available

Community★ ★

Messina’s Restaurant
2717 Williams Blvd. • 469-7373

Open on Sundays
Featuring our $15.95 four-course meal.

•
Call us for your catering needs

WEDDINGS • BANQUETS
MENUS AVAILABLE ON www.messinas-restaurant.com

Famous Oyster Bar Since 1961

EarlyBirdSpecials
4pm - 6pm

Eggplant Parmigiana
$8.95

Chicken Parmigiana
$9.95

Chicken Cacciatore
$10.95

Shrimp Bordelaise
$11.95

Homemade Spaghetti & Meatball
$8.95

WELLS
FARGO

HOME
MORTGAGE

There is a Reason Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage is one of the Nation’s

Leading Retail Mortgage Lenders
• Wide Selection of Conventional & Government Loans
• Full Range of Affordable Home Loan Programs
• New Construction & Renovation Programs
• Quick Loan Decisions
• Responsive Service and Professional Expertise

1900 W. Esplanade, Suite 203, Kenner, LA 70065
Mickey King

Branch Manager
504-468-4163

Donna Nold
Home Mtg. Consultant

504-468-4161

Lynn Hines
Home Mtg. Consultant

504-468-4164

Susan Vrbaskovich
Reverse Mortgage

504-468-4165

Since June 1, 2005, free copies of credit
reports have been available to Louisiana resi-
dents and those in 10 other southern states.
Under the Fair and Accurate Credit Transactions
Act (FACT Act) consumers can request and
obtain a free credit report once every 12 months
from each of the nationwide credit bureaus.
AnnualCreditReport.com provides consumers
with the secure means to do so.

A credit report contains information on
where a person lives, how the person pays
bills, and whether the person has been bank-
rupt, arrested or sued. Consumer reporting
firms sell the information to businesses
where consumers seek credit, such as car
dealers and furniture stores, as well as insur-
ance firms and employers.

With this service, Louisiana consumers
can regularly review their credit reports in a
manner that easily checks for inaccuracies
and any evidence of identity theft.

AnnualCreditReport.com provides con-
sumers with a fast and convenient way to
request, view and print their credit reports
in a secure Internet environment. It also
provides options to obtain requests by tele-
phone and mail.

To obtain a credit report, visit the website
at www.annualcreditreport.com and fill out a
request, call 877-322-8228 or print out the
annual credit report request at
www.ftc.gov/credit and mail it to the Annual
Credit Report Request Service, P.O. Box
105281, Atlanta, Georgia 30348-5281. ★

Free credit reports available
to Louisiana residents
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By ROY A. WILLIAMS
Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport

The Gulf South
region and the Greater
New Orleans area contin-
ue to be a top destination
for both tourists and busi-
ness travelers alike. In
February 2005, a study
released by the New
Orleans Metropolitan
Convention and Visitors
Bureau and the New

Orleans Tourism Marketing Corporation stated that a
record 10.1 million visitors spent a collective $4.9 bil-
lion in the city last year, pushing local tourism to an
all-time high.

Though many visitors arrived by car, a great num-
ber arrived by plane. Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport has experienced five percent or
more average annual growth since the early 1990s
with the exception of late 2001 through 2003. After
the downturn in air traffic following 9/11, air passen-
ger traffic at Armstrong International has rebounded
more rapidly than the industry average – now back to
pre 9/11 levels (nearly 10 million passengers last year)
and continuing to grow. At this rate, passenger traffic
should double every fourteen years, reaching or
exceeding 20 million passengers per year by 2019.

We believe this will be our year to set an all-time
record. In fact, we began the year in January 2005
with 767,123 passengers, an 11.8 percent increase
over January 2004, and with the exception of April
have maintained an increase each month over the same
time period in 2004. Global and national travel statis-
tics are all trending upwards, and we are definitely a
part of that trend.

Our region’s economic success depends on an air-
port that can accommodate our needs now and in the
future. An expanded, modernized airport will give us
the competitive edge to attract more tourists and con-
ventions while creating a better experience for local
residents who use the airport. In addition, it will
encourage increased movement of cargo through our
area, creating jobs and stimulating the economy.

The New Orleans Aviation Board has initiated a
Strategic Planning Process to create a plan for an
expanded and modernized airport. The process
includes a comprehensive review of the existing air-
port site, as well as the investigation of other possible
sites throughout the region.

This Strategic Planning Process is funded with a
$1.5 million federal grant and will last approximately
18 to 24 months. During that time, we will review var-
ious sites to determine their feasibility and seek input
from everyone who has a stake in the new airport.

Two committees have been formed to participate
in the strategic planning process. The Technical
Advisory Committee is made up of aviation, environ-
mental, regional and local planning and engineering
professionals. The Community Advisory Committee
is comprised of residents, business leaders and
tourism officials from parishes throughout the region.

Together, as neighbors and partners, we can deter-

mine the best solution to meet future airport demands,
encourage economic development and protect the
quality of life for all residents throughout the region.

To date, the Strategic Planning Process has yield-
ed a minimum of three locations for further study: The
existing airport location; the Bonnet Carre Spillway;
and New Orleans East. Each one of these locations
presents its own set of advantages and disadvantages.

It is important to note that none of the sites dis-
cussed is a “done deal.” These three site locations are
examples of the sites currently being reviewed as
potential sites for the new airport. In addition, other
sites may be reviewed to determine whether they are
feasible locations. It is also worthy to note that it is
nearly impossible to predict total costs for the expan-
sion at this stage of the process. Cost estimates will
vary widely depending on which site is chosen and
how that site is developed.

On June 1, 2005, the Technical Advisory
Committee and Community Advisory Committee
were presented with these initial findings.
Engineering consultants and New Orleans Aviation
Board staff members answered questions and received
input from members of both groups. Their insight was
very useful and we look forward to continued dialogue
with them as we move forward in the planning
process.

You are invited to visit the Strategic Planning Web
site, which will be accessible through
www.flymsy.com, to learn more, share your com-
ments, and ask questions. There will be other oppor-
tunities for public input as we work together to ensure
that our airport serves our region well for decades to
come.

Louis Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport is a major economic engine for our region. We
need to make sure it can accommodate our needs now
and in the future. The Strategic Planning Process is the
first step to create a plan that benefits all residents of
our region and ensure we remain an attractive location
for businesses and conventions, an enjoyable destina-
tion for tourists and travelers, and a vibrant and thriv-
ing community for residents throughout the area. ★

Roy A. Williams can be reached at
www.flymsy.com.

A growing region needs a growing airport

Airport★ ★

Retirement Planning Associates
Certified Retirement Financial Advisors™

“We repair broken retirement accounts.”

Specializing in:
• 401(k) and 403(b) rollovers
• IRA to Roth IRA conversions
• CD alternatives
• Market Index Annuities

Call Ron Hampton

800-569-2902

• 23 years experience counseling 
small businesses

• Real estate closings
• Successions, wills, and family law

ANTHONY V. LIGI, Jr.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

4425 Clearview Parkway
Metairie, Louisiana 70006

(504) 455-7974
AWARDED HIGHEST RATING AVAILABLE

MARTINDALE HUBBELL NATIONAL LAW DIRECTORY

It’s All About You!
The Chic…Boutique

4041 Williams Boulevard • Suite 6A
Winn-Dixie Shopping Center • 467-2558

Hours: T, Sat. 10-6 • W, Th, F 10-7

15-25% OFF
STOREWIDE
No longer handling consignmments

IS YOUR
TARGET
MARKET

KENNER CITIZENS?

THE KENNER
ST★ R

REACHES 20,600 HOUSEHOLDS
IN KENNER

CALL 468-9125 FOR AD RATES

LUNCH
BUFFET
$3.99

DINNER
BUFFET
$4.99

LARGE
1-TOPPING
PIZZA
$5.99

PAPA’S
Subs & Pasta

+ tax
Excludes Delivery

FREE PIZZA
Buy any large
or medium at
menu price…

Get 2nd

FREE

3617 Williams Blvd.
Kenner, LA  70065

(Across from Wendy’s)

461-9111
FREE DELIVERY

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

PIZZA
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A bone marrow donor drive through the
National Marrow Donor Program (NMDP)
will be held on Sunday, July 17, 2005 from
9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. at St. Clement of

Rome Church located at 4317 Richland
Avenue at the corner of West Esplanade
Avenue in Metairie. The drive will benefit
Julie C. Jacob and others with leukemia.

In addition to providing a small blood
sample, participants will be asked to con-
tribute $25 to help defray the cost of typ-
ing their tissue for the registry. Typing typ-
ically costs between $65 and $96.
Monetary contributions can also be made
to the Julie C. Jacob Leukemia Foundation
to help with the costs of the transplant.
Donations are tax deductible.

A person of any race, ethnicity or
gender, who is between the ages of 18
and 60 (until 61st birthday) and who
meets donor health guidelines, can
become a potential marrow donor.

Each year more than 35,000 adults and
children are diagnosed with diseases for
which a bone marrow or blood cell trans-
plant could be a cure. A transplant requires
matching tissue types between the donor

and the patient. Tissue types are inherited,
but more than 70 percent of patients do
not have a matching donor in their family.
Donor drives may help not only the named
patient, but others who need these lifesav-
ing transplants as well by increasing the
pool of potential donors.

The American Cancer Society estimates
that 540 cases of leukemia will be diagnosed
in Louisiana this year causing 350 deaths.

The NMDP is the hub of worldwide net-
work of more than 500 leading medical facil-
ities in marrow and blood cell transportation.
Through this network, the NMDP facilitates
an average of 200 marrow or blood cell trans-
plants each month and has helped give more
than 20,000 patients a second chance at life.

For more information, contact Jackie
Ghawaly at 454-0552. ★

Bone marrow donor drive to help save lives

Community★ ★

Personal Touch…
PricesCan’ t BeBeat !

F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

Muller’s Flooring Solutions
Family owned and operated

3712 Williams Blvd. • Next to Helm Paint

469-9500

Carpet • Wood
Ceramic • Granite
Marble • Laminate

Guaranteed
Installation

$50OFF
Purchase of

$500 or more
Installation
Required

MENTION THIS AD

KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD. 

KENNER, LA  70065
504-443-5152

KENNER’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!

Se habla Español                           METAIRIE & WESTBANK LOCATIONS

After serving 18 years in the city of
Kenner’s Code Enforcement
Department, Acting Director Bob
LaGrange has announced his retirement.
LaGrange began his career in Code
Enforcement as manager of the road
inspectors and eventually became
Assistant Director of the department. He
was named Acting Director when for-
mer Code Enforcement Department
Director Keith Chiro was transferred to
become Kenner’s director of Public
Works. LaGrange says, “I now just plan
to enjoy life.”

Mayor Phil Capitano named Kenner
Clerk of Court Tim Walker as Acting

Director of Code Enforcement to
replace LaGrange. Walker, a retired
New Orleans Police officer and former
Harahan City Councilman, was Clerk of
Court for the past 14 months. Keith
Conley, a prosecutor in the Kenner
Mayor’s Court, has been named the new
city Clerk of Court. Conley is a former
Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s officer and an
attorney who has been prosecuting in
the Mayor’s Court over the past year. At
this time, Keith Chiro remains Acting
Director of the city’s Public Works
Department and is overseeing both the
Public Works and Code Enforcement
Departments. ★

Kenner announces city
department promotions

Retiring Kenner Acting Code Enforcement Director Bob LaGrange is congratulated
by Mayor Phil Capitano, new Acting Director of Code Enforcement Tim Walker and
Acting Director of Public Works Keith Chiro.
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By RON HAMPTON

After taking a terrible
beating in the stock mar-
ket since 2000, retirees are
pouring billions of dollars
into Equity Indexed
Annuities (EIAs). More
and more savvy retirees
are finding out that EIAs
are not one of those prod-
ucts that are “Too good to
be true.” Some Index

Annuities are as good as they sound – and that can be
very good indeed.

Most retirees are seeking growth without risk. They
want and need products in which they can earn attrac-
tive growth and which can be converted to income
when needed. EIAs, in most cases, can do both.

Unlike variable annuities, mutual funds, stocks
and other high risk investments, most EIAs are
fixed, guaranteed annuities. Being an annuity
means that the contract provides tax deferred
growth and lifetime income options. But the EIAs
strength, and big attraction to retirees, is that the
contract holder will receive the upside potential of
the stock market with no downside risk.

The concept of the plan is simple:  While not
investing directly in the markets, since this is a
fixed and guaranteed annuity, the issuing company
trades the options markets and indexes its gains

thereto so that the contract holder participates in the
gains. If the index shows a negative return, there is
simply no gain and, more importantly, no loss of
principal. At no time is any of the contract holder’s
principal at risk.

While EIAs are excellent investment alterna-
tives, they are not for everybody. They are long-
term contracts varying from seven to 15 years. In
addition, there are many crediting methods. Some
products have caps on the gain that may limit the
upside potential, others may have no caps but
charge a fee against the gains called a “spread.” A
few of the newer products have no caps or fees and
allow the holder to lock in gains as often as four
times a year. Since annuities are a contract with an
insurance company, the buyer should be sure they
are dealing with a highly rated company and should
understand the crediting method of their contract.

Next month we will talk about using the new
computer software that allows advisors to maximize
income from annuities while assuring the lowest
possible taxes. ★

Ronald Hampton is the owner of Retirement
Planning Associates. Hampton is a Certified
Retirement Financial Advisor™ and author of
Retirement Planning Land Mines and How to Avoid
Them. His office is located in Suite 160 at 3500
North Causeway Boulevard in Metairie. Hampton
can be reached at 466-7392, 831-2667 or
ronaldghampton@cox.net.
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Prenatal Series
Expectant parents learn about delivery and anesthesia
options, baby care, and home and auto safety.
Prenatal I: July 5, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Prenatal II: July 12, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Prenatal III: July 19, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Prenatal IV: July 26, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Classes are free, registration is required, call 456-5000.

Breastfeeding
This class is for expectant mothers who wish to make
an informed decision about breastfeeding.
July 16, 1:00-3:30 p.m.
Class is free, registration is required, call 456-5000.

Sibling Class
Children ages 3 to 10 (with a parent) learn how to
hold and diaper a baby and discuss the changes that
come when a new baby arrives.
July 9, 9:30-10:30 a.m. or 11 a.m.-noon
Class is free, registration is required, call 456-5000.

Man to Man Prostate Cancer Support Group
Men with a diagnosis of prostate cancer share their
experiences.
July 18, 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Meeting is free, call 456-5000 to register.

Grief Support Group
Open to those who have experienced the death of a
loved one.
July 6, 13, 20 & 27, 6:30-8 p.m.
Meeting is free, call 456-5000 for more information.

I Can Cope
This group is for adults with cancer and their loved ones.
July 12, 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Meeting is free, call 456-5000 to register.

Bosom Buddies
This group is for women with a diagnosis of breast cancer.
July 20, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Meeting is free, call 456-5000 for more information.

Leukemia, Lymphoma & Myeloma Support Group
Open to patients and family or friends.
July 12, 6:30-8 p.m.
Meeting is free, call 456-5000 for more information.

Fibromyalgia Support Group
Meetings feature speakers from the healthcare community
along with discussion and education. Family and friends
of those with fibromyalgia are also invited to attend.
July 27, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Meeting is free, call 456-5000 for more information. ★

East Jefferson General Hospital
July 2005 Calendar of Events

Retirement & Investing★ ★
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By NICK CONGEMI
Kenner Police Chief

On Sunday, July 31, 2005, come out
and help the Kenner Police Department
give crime and drugs a going away

party. Everyone is invited to the sixth
annual National Night Out Against
Crime Kick-Off Party, from 3:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m., at the Treasure Chest Casino.
The Kick-Off Party precedes the 22nd
annual National Night Out Against
Crime, which will take place on August
2, beginning at 6:30 p.m. As always,
there will be exciting entertainment,
children’s activities, various displays
and demonstrations by law enforcement
professionals, live music, and great

food-all free!
Over 30 law enforcement agencies at

the local, state, and federal levels from
southeastern Louisiana will be present
to showcase their state-of-the-art tech-
nology. You will get to see an impressive
assortment of law enforcement vehicles
and equipment used for rescue and
response. While you are there, be sure to
tour the KPD’s Mobile Command
Center and S.W.A.T. van. The K-9 unit
will also be present for a special demon-
stration.

Representatives in every area of law
enforcement will be there to talk with
you. This is an excellent opportunity for
young people who are considering a law
enforcement career to have their ques-
tions answered by experts in each field,
and find out what their jobs are all
about. It is also a great time for citizens
and officials to interact and discuss
important issues in our community.

Meeting so many great folks is what
makes the Kick-Off Party one of the
most memorable events of the year. I
always look forward to hearing the con-
cerns and ideas citizens have and also
discussing the many ways we can work
together to fight crime. Through this
event, you can learn about many innova-
tive programs that are available to you,
such as the Rape Aggression Defense
course (R.A.D.) and the Citizen’s Police
Academy.

Programs like these empower you to
take a stand against crime and help oth-
ers to do the same. This is exactly what
the Kick-Off Party and National Night
Out Against Crime are all about-build-
ing neighborhood spirit and awareness.
The National Night Out Against Crime
is held every August, but why wait all
year to throw a party? You can organize
a block party any time you wish as part

of an active Neighborhood Watch. Call
Community Relations Officer Ken
Marroccoli at 712-2294 to start one in
your neighborhood, and we will send
officers to visit your block party on
August 2.

My hope is that this year we will see
more Neighborhood Watch groups in
Kenner than ever before. By organizing
one in your neighborhood, you will be
helping the KPD in crime prevention
efforts. The National Night Out Against
Crime is a great first step in starting
your own Neighborhood Watch group. It
started in 1984 with 2.5 million people
in 23 states, and has now grown to
include an amazing 34 million people
from all 50 states. It really does produce
results.

You can help us celebrate the
National Night Out Against Crime by
having a block party, a cookout, flash-
light walks, or by sitting on your front
porch with your lights on – a symbol
that has become a tradition over the
years. Your participation will have a pos-
itive impact on your neighborhood and
help increase awareness throughout the
streets of Kenner.

I hope to see you and your family at
the Kick-Off Party on July 31 at the
Treasure Chest Casino. Together we can
take a stand against crime, experience a
great event, and get ready for the
National Night Out Against Crime. This
is something that is a true show of unity
in Kenner, and throughout the nation as
well. Join me in spending the evening
outside on August 2.

If you are interested in learning more
about the Kick-Off Party, registering
your block party, or starting a
Neighborhood Watch group, contact
Community Relations Officer Ken
Marroccoli at 712-2294. ★

Police★ ★

“National Night Out Against Crime” Kick-Off set for July 31

Natural Necessities
Day Spa & More

3501 Chateau Blvd., Ste E9
Kenner, LA  70065 • 466-8101

Manicures
Pedicures

Facials
Waxing

Massages
Body Treatments

but all were defeated. In addition,
despite brave talk of eliminating rural
and urban legislative slush funds, they
survived another session, assisted by the
discovery of the additional revenue.

Still unresolved are the long stand-
ing problems such as how to improve
the public education system, deal with
the aging Charity hospitals, or reach an
agreement with the New Orleans Saints,
among a host of other issues. While the
Governor’s rather tepid economic devel-
opment package did pass and other
measures, like giving the music industry
a break did pick up support, many ini-
tiatives that are needed to really improve
the economy of the state have yet to

materialize.
Overall, it was a rather status quo

session. Much work still needs to be
done to give Louisiana the necessary
tools to compete with other states. Our
economy is still languishing and our
major problems still exist, while the
bold reform and tough action needed to
tackle them seem to be nowhere on the
horizon. ★

Jeff Crouere is a native of New
Orleans and his Louisiana based pro-
gram, Ringside Politics, airs at 8:30
p.m. on Friday and 10:30 p.m. on
Sunday on WLAE-TV, Channel 32. Visit
Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepoli-
tics.com and e-mail Crouere at
jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

POLITICAL REVIEW
(continued from page 4)

Do something special for someone who will really appreciate it. You. DreamMaker
can give you a whole new kitchen or bath. Or just the
appearance of one. Installing new door and drawer fronts on
your cabinets can transform the entire room in a fraction of
the time. Get a better look at www.dreammaker-remodel.com

Independently owned and operated franchise.

000 Anywhere Drive, Ste. 000 ~ Any City, State 00000 ~ (000) 000-0000

Making Your Remodeling Dreams Come True.

Feather
your

empty
nest. 

Or just
reface it.

®

3632 Florida Ave. • Kenner
466-3625
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By BUDDY SEELING

If you are
renting a car
this summer,
you will prob-
ably be asked
to purchase
an insurance
package from
the rental car
c o m p a n y .
Even if you

are fairly confident that you don’t need
the insurance, an agent can sound awful-
ly convincing. Don’t be put on the spot.
A little bit of research can save you from
making the mistake of buying coverage
you don’t need or forgoing coverage that
you should have.

Be Sure To Protect Yourself
In general, the best way to protect

yourself when using a rental car is to
have a personal or commercial automo-
bile insurance policy that explicitly
extends liability, collision and compre-
hensive coverage to non-owned autos.
Unless you have an individual or corpo-
rate policy that extends coverage to non-
owned cars, you should be cautious if
you wish to avoid exposure to liability
when renting a car. When renting a vehi-
cle you are responsible for liability and
physical damage in an at fault accident.
In addition, most rental agreements that
you sign obligate you for the physical
damage to their vehicle even if you are
not at fault in the accident. If in fact you
do not own a personal automobile poli-
cy or have access to a commercial auto-
mobile policy that could provide you
these coverages, I would encourage you
to purchase both liability and physical
damage insurance through the rental car
company.

Coverage Territory
All automobile policies are written

to provide coverage in a specified cover-
age territory which includes the United
States, its territories and possessions
along with Canada and Puerto Rico.
Unless you know that your policy pro-
vides otherwise it is very important that
you purchase coverage from the foreign
rental company.

Will My Credit Card Issuer
Automatically Insure Me When I
Rent a Car?

The best answer to this question is
maybe. Many major credit card compa-
nies claim to provide you with insurance
coverage when you use their card to rent
an automobile. However, you should
read the fine print or get written verifi-

cation from the company, because the
coverage provided by your credit card is
not always full coverage.

Some cards only offer coverage if
you rent the car from a particular
agency. Some will only provide cover-
age for certain types and/or classes of
cars. With some cards, the coverage is
not automatic and you must enroll in a
program to get coverage. Some cards
that advertise automatic rental insurance
only reimburse you for the deductible
that you would have to pay under your
regular insurance policy. Still others
may provide only collision and compre-
hensive coverage, leaving you exposed
for bodily injury or property damage to
others. 

This is not to say that all credit cards
fail to provide the coverage you need
when you rent a car. It merely illustrates
that you shouldn’t blindly rely on your
credit card to protect you. Carefully
examine the terms of your credit card
agreement, then act accordingly.

What About Coverage Offered By
The Rental Agency?

The insurance packages that you
purchase from a rental car agency may
or may not provide the protection you
need. In your rush to get out of the air-
port, you may not realize that the loss
damage waiver you purchased insures
the rental car against theft but not the
contents. That could be a big surprise
when your computer and camera are
stolen from the rental car along with
your luggage and the rental agency
rejects your claim. Similarly, you may
discover that the loss damage waiver
you purchased for liability only provides
limited coverage. Further, many loss
damage waivers exclude certain items
and/or situations from coverage.

Again, this is not to say rental car
agencies are unable to provide you with
the protection you need. It is just to
illustrate that you should read the fine
print, or get verification from an agent if
you have any doubts. ★

Buddy Seeling, C.I.C., is vice presi-
dent of Aparicio, Walker and Seeling,
Inc., an independent insurance agency
located at 4501 West Napoleon Avenue
in Metairie. Seeling can be reached at
883-4111 or via email at
buddy@awsinc.com. Visit the compa-
ny’s web site at www.awsinc.com.

Do you need rental car insurance?

20%Dine with us
this summer

and we’ll take 
OFF
your bill

Please present before ordering.
One offer per table. Not valid with any other discount or promotion.

Does not include tax, tip or liquor. Not redeemable for cash.

Redeemable at Esplanade Mall Location Only.
Expiration - September 9, 2005

Insurance★ ★
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By KRISTEN DEAN
East Jefferson General Hospital
Communication Specialist

This summer, for the second year, East
Jefferson General Hospital’s Emergency
Medical Services has been given the oppor-
tunity to assist the Louisiana State Police
with a camp program for boys and girls
from our area and from across the state.

Camp Win-A-Friend brings nearly 300
eleven to thirteen-year-olds to Holden,
Louisiana on the banks of the Tickfaw
River. The five-day, four-night camp is run
by the men and women of the Louisiana
State Police, who serve as directors, camp
counselors and mentors. The Louisiana
Trooper Foundation absorbs all costs asso-
ciated with the camp, including transporta-
tion to and from Holden.

Each of the state’s 12 Troops chooses
campers from their patrol areas, focusing
on children who would otherwise be unable
to attend summer camp. At the camp,

campers enjoy hiking, swimming, canoe-
ing, archery and other traditional camp
activities. They also take part in activities
that build leadership skills and strengthen
self-esteem. Though they come from
diverse backgrounds, the campers have no
trouble making new friends while they dis-
cover their own strengths.

According to Trooper Karla Billot, one
of the camp’s counselors, the change in the
campers over the course of the week is
remarkable. “When these kids get off the
bus they won’t even look us in the eye. By

the end of the week they’ve built their con-
fidence and they’re standing up straight.”

EJGH provides emergency medical
support throughout the camp season. Each
day, an ambulance with a crew of EMTs
and Paramedics leaves at 6:00 a.m. for the
two-hour drive to rural Holden. They stand
by throughout the day, ready to care for any
camper or staff member who becomes ill or
injured. The hospital also provides sup-
plies, including personal items for the
campers, Gatorade and first aid supplies.

EMS Supervisor Mike Guillot says the

hospital became involved when a friend of
his, a lieutenant with the state police, men-
tioned that the camp was in need of medical
support. Mike spoke with hospital adminis-

trators, who immediately agreed to provide
personnel and resources. “It's a way to help
our community and communities across the
state,” says Guillot. “It’s also an opportuni-
ty to support the Louisiana State Police, an
agency we work closely with on the street.”

One of the goals of the camp is to
develop a positive relationship between the
police and the young people in their com-
munities. Camp Win-A-Friend allows
Troopers to interact with children in a pos-
itive way and in a non-threatening environ-
ment. They demonstrate that police officers
are adults they can trust. It is hoped that
campers will bring a positive attitude back
to their schools and neighborhoods and, in
a small way, make our communities better,
safer places to live.

East Jefferson General Hospital,
Louisiana’s first Nurse Magnet hospital, is
a publicly owned, not-for-profit communi-
ty hospital, providing care to the residents
of the East Bank of Jefferson Parish and
surrounding communities. ★

Kristen Dean is a Communications
Specialist with East Jefferson General
Hospital located at 4200 Houma
Boulevard in Metairie. Dean can be
reached at 889-7233 or kdean@ejgh.org.

Health★ ★

Camp Win-A-Friend designed to foster better relationships with police

Campers from Troop B and Troop L, with
the Louisiana State Police helicopter and
members of the Louisiana State Police
Swat Team, were selected from local patrol
areas to participate in Camp Win-A-Friend.
The Swat Team gave the campers a
demonstration and answered questions
about their jobs.

Most campers were able to go canoeing
for the first time in their lives.
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Summer heat and hydration
By CRAIG GOODWIN

W i t h
record highs
in July and
August reach-
ing 101 and
102 respec-
tively and
average tem-
peratures at
90 degrees
and slightly

above, we need to take precaution with
fluid replacement during outdoor exercise
and activity during this time of the year

Water is the most critical element in our
daily diet. In the best of conditions, the
body can survive 60 days without food, but
only 10 to 18 days without water. Under
normal every day conditions of working
and activity, the body needs approximately
two quarts of water per day. However, con-
tinuous sweating during prolonged exercise
can reach a rate of one quart/hour and,
under hot environmental conditions, sweat-
ing may be as great as 2000 milliliters in an
hour (slightly more than two quarts). To get
you to understand the importance of water
in regard to body weight, one pint of water
is equal to one pound of body weight.
Under heated environmental conditions, a
loss of 4000 milliliters (four to five quarts
of water) is a five percent loss of body
weight in a 160-pound athlete and a four
percent loss in a 200-pound athlete. Both of
these percentages are performance and life
threatening to the athlete competing in this
type of environmental condition. Runners
and football players can lose eight to 10
pounds of body weight during a two-hour
workout. A loss of body water equaling two
to three percent of body weight will begin
to affect performance adversely. With loss-
es in the four to five percent ranges, the
body begins to lose its capacity to carry
nutrients in the bloodstream, as well as lose
its ability to remove heat from the body.
Unless water is replaced, body temperature
will rise, leading to heat exhaustion, heat-
stroke, and even death. Caffeine acts as a
diuretic, and alcohol provokes dehydration
- both should be avoided during outdoor
competition in hot environmental condi-
tions. Loss of body fluid and dehydration
has also been known to provoke bronchial
spasms in children during exercise.

The following are some guidelines for
fluid replacement during outdoor activity
and competition: 

Drink small amounts of water frequent-
ly rather than large volumes infrequently;
example – six to eight ounces of water
every 15 minutes.

Drink cold beverages that are refrigera-
tor temperature to help reduce core body
temperature.

Have fluids available at the practice site
and remind players to drink frequently dur-
ing practice.

After a workout, replenish fluids at the
rate of one pint for every pound lost. Body
weight should be back to normal prior to the
next workout. Weight after an event com-
pared to weight immediately prior to an event
is a good indication of total body water loss.

Water is the best fluid for replacement
during exercise or competition. You will
find that some younger athletes may prefer
other choices of fluid replacement during
competition. If you are using an electrolyte
drink such as Gatorade or PowerAde in the
powder form, you need to cut that solution
with water, and my suggestion is to use
more water than called for in that mixture.
Juices need to be diluted with five parts
water and sodas need to be diluted with
three parts water to reduce the glucose con-
centration. Always encourage athletes to
hydrate properly prior to prolonged exer-
cise or competition in a hot environment.
Intake of water should be approximately 16
ounces 15 to 30 minutes prior to the work-
out. Remember that we lose our ability to
recognize thirst when large amounts of
water are lost during competition, so take
additional steps prior to exercise and cau-
tion during exercise to avoid fluid loss. ★

Craig Goodwin, Physical Therapist, is
president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy, located at 3921 Williams
Boulevard and two other locations in
Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical School
Department of Allied Health, Department
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The profes-
sionals at Kenner Orthopedic & Sports
Therapy can be contacted via email at
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.
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Health★ ★

who may turn out to be the best chairman the
Louisiana GOP has ever had.

But don’t write off Governor Blanco.
Every action generates a reaction. You can be
sure that the governor will respond at the next
session with her own tightly wrapped strate-
gy. If the Republicans are going to be more
organized and partisan, you can be sure that
in future sessions the governor and the
Democratic caucus will also step up to the
next level.

Politically, Gov. Blanco, like every gover-
nor of the last 40 years, wants an easy, no-
sweat reelection campaign in 2007. But to get
that, she’ll have to demonstrate that she can
dominate at least two consecutive legislative
sessions. So, look for the governor and the
Democrats to be better prepared for the next
legislative session. This will definitely be a
test of Governor Blanco’s mettle. ★

FROM THE EDITOR
(continued from page 4)
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By LUIS M. ESPINOZA M.D.

The anterior cruciate ligament
(ACL) is the most commonly injured
ligament of the knee. Isolated ACL
injuries account for nearly half of all

knee injuries. An estimated one out of
every 3000 individuals will suffer an
ACL injury in any given year, and the
major cause of injury is sports related.
This tear tends to occur when the knee is
forcefully twisted or hyperextended.
Many athletes recall hearing a loud pop
when the ligament ruptures, and they
often feel the knee give out.

The ACL is a major knee ligament
that controls how far forward the leg

bone (tibia) moves in relation to the
thigh bone (femur). If the tibia moves
too far, the ACL can rupture. This tear-
ing of the ligament results in a loud pop
and a sense of instability. The ACL may
not be the only ligament injured when
the knee is twisted violently, such as in a
skiing accident or during a football clip-
ping injury. The menisci (shock absorb-
ing cartilage) of the knee may also be
damaged.

The symptoms following a tear of
the ACL are variable. Usually there is
swelling of the knee joint within a short
time following the injury due to bleed-
ing from torn blood vessels in the liga-
ment. The instability caused by the torn
ligament leads to a feeling of insecurity
and a lack of confidence in the knee,
especially when trying to change direc-
tion on the knee.

The pain and swelling from the ini-
tial injury usually resolves after two to
four weeks, but the instability remains.
The inability of an athlete to trust the
knee for support is what requires treat-
ment. Also important in the decision
about treatment is the growing realiza-
tion of orthopaedic surgeons that long-
term instability leads to early arthritis of
the knee.

A proper history and physical exam
is the most important tool in diagnosing
a ruptured ACL. If significant swelling
occurs within two hours of the injury,
then significant bleeding from a liga-
ment tear is suspected (a hemarthrosis).
If swelling occurs the next day, the fluid
is most likely from the inflammatory
response.

X-rays of the knee to rule out a frac-
ture will also be ordered on the initial
examination. Ligament and tendons do
not show up on x-rays, but significant
bleeding into the joint also occurs when
a fracture through the knee joint is pres-
ent. In some cases, an MRI is ordered to
further evaluate the knee injury. The
MRI (Magnetic Resonance Imaging)
machine uses magnetic waves rather
then x-rays, to show the soft tissues of
the body. With this study, we are able to
visualize interior portions of the joint to
see the underlying anatomy and injuries
very clearly. This test does not require
any needles or special dye, and is pain-
less.

Once diagnosed, the initial treatment
for an ACL injury includes crutches and
physical therapy until the swelling
resolves and motion and strength
improve. A good physical therapy pro-
gram will help strengthen certain mus-
cles that take over some of the functions
of stabilizing the knee joint from the

loss of the ACL. Specially fitted ACL
braces may also be considered to help
replace the stability of the knee due to
loss of the ACL.

If the symptoms of instability are not
controlled by a brace and rehabilitation
program, then surgery may be suggest-
ed. Most surgeons now favor recon-
struction of the ACL using a piece of
tendon or ligament to replace the torn
ACL. Today, this surgery is most often
done using the arthroscope. Incisions
are usually still required around the
knee, but the joint itself is not opened.
The arthroscope is still used to perform
the work needed on the inside of the
knee joint. Most patients can expect the
procedure to be done on an outpatient
basis, where you leave the hospital the
same day.

In the typical reconstruction, the
torn ends of the ACL must first be
removed. Then tunnels are drilled in the
tibia and the femur to slide the new lig-
ament graft into place. These tunnels are
placed so that the graft will run between
the tibia and the femur in the same
direction and orientation as the original
anterior cruciate ligament. The graft is
then pulled into position using sutures
placed through the tunnels. There are
two types of grafts. One is the hamstring
tendons and the other is a portion of the
patellar tendon. The specific graft
choice is determined during the pre-
operative counseling.

After surgery, a physical therapist
begins the supervised rehabilitation pro-
gram to help insure the success of the
procedure. In the past, these injuries
would often prevent the return to mean-
ingful sports activities. Now, with cur-
rent surgical techniques, an injured per-
son can predictably return to strenuous
activities in more than ninety percent of
all cases, usually within six to twelve
months. ★

Luis M. Espinoza M.D. is a Board
Eligible Orthopedic Surgeon practicing
at the Orthopedic Center for Sports
Medicine, Physical Medicine and
Reconstructive Surgery. Dr. Espinoza
serves as a consultant for the
Washington Nationals AAA affiliate New
Orleans Zephyrs baseball team. The
Orthopedic Center is a multi-specialty
center dedicated to complete muscu-
loskeletal care with focused expertise in
shoulder, knee, and non-surgical spine
care. Offices are located in Kenner and
Metairie. For additional information
call 467-5900 or log on to
www.orthodoc.aaos.org/lespinozamd.

Anterior cruciate ligament injuries

3501 Chateau Blvd.
465-9444
Join us for dinner and 

try one of our healthy salads
Join us for dinner and 

try one of our healthy salads
SALADS

Southwestern Chicken Salad
Grilled chicken, corn, salsa, black beans, cheddar jack cheese, cucumbers, 

tomatoes & tortilla strips. Served with Southwest ranch dressing.
7.25

Smoked Turkey Salad
Smoked turkey, baby swiss, chopped walnuts and sliced apple.

6.50

Cobb Salad
Rows of grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, carrots, boiled egg, 

cheddar jack cheese, bacon and smoked turkey.
7.75

Grilled Chicken Spinach Salad
Fresh spinach, grilled chicken, feta cheese, black olives, tomatoes and cucumbers.

6.75

Chef Salad
Grilled chicken, smoked ham, cheddar jack cheese, boiled egg, 

fresh tomatoes, bacon and alfalfa sprouts.

7.25

All salads served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers and your choice of dressing.
Raspberry Walnut,  Caesar,  Lite Ranch,  Honey Mustard,  Fat Free Italian,
Hot Bacon,  Blue Cheese,  Balsamic Basil Vinaigrette.  Extra dressing .50

Imagine how you could improve
the cash flow in your business if

customers paid you within 24 hours.
For over 10 years, Metro Rediscount Company has assisted many types and sizes

of businesses by providing accounts’ receivable financing. Unlike traditional factoring,
Metro Rediscount has no contract term, a level discount rate and no application fees.
And invoices sold to Metro Rediscount are funded on a daily basis giving your business
the cash flow that it needs to stay one step ahead of the competition.

For more information on how Metro Rediscount can assist you, please call Frank
Adolph, Gary Hollander or Brian Brennan. We would welcome the opportunity to assist,
and earn, your business.

Metro Rediscount Company
3411 Williams Boulevard, Kenner

468-8782
www.metrorediscount.com

Health★ ★
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By RAFAEL E. SADDY

T h e
H i s p a n i c
c o m m u n i t y
has seen a
New Horizon
sweep across
the United
States, which,
for us, starts
here in the
city of

Kenner.
Over the past few years, Kenner has

seen the greatest leap in Latin popula-
tion growth in the metro New Orleans
area. The U.S. Census shows that 13.6
percent of the population of Kenner is
Hispanic, with a diverse mix from vari-
ous Latin countries such as Central and
South America, the Caribbean and
Spain.

Although Kenner is the seventh
largest city in the state of Louisiana, it
has the single highest Hispanic popula-
tion of any other municipality in the
state. Within Jefferson Parish, the
15,074 people of Latin descent in
Kenner and Metairie combined by far
surpasses the Hispanic population of
11,584 in all of Orleans Parish.

In this country, we are a group like
no other and are challenging old
assumptions about assimilation. We
have cultural clout; we are replacing
baby boomers in the workforce, and are
boosting our buying power in the com-
munity. As the population grows, how-
ever, we must understand that if we are
going to join the American melting pot,
we need to be advocates of education for
our children and future leaders. The fail-
ure to develop skills leaves many
Hispanics trapped in low-wage service
jobs, without adequate housing, and
without the political representation that
offers avenues for advancement.

There is a time to let things happen
and a time to make things happen. As a
community, our rate of growth is rapid-
ly increasing. We must unite as one
voice, one body, and one mind. A small-
organized group is more effective than a
large un-organized group. To that end,
every month in this column, it is my
goal to inform you about events taking
place in the greater New Orleans area
that offer education, advocacy, and
assistance for the well being of the Latin
American community.

July 5 – Aug 12: 9:00 – 400 p.m.
The Hispanic Resource Center is offer-
ing a Summer Camp program. The cost
is $35 per week. For more information
call 469-2570.

July 8, 9, 10: Mensaje invites you to

their VI International Congress of
Evangelization. Central Theme: The
Eucharist. It will be held at the St.
Bernard Civic Center located at 8245
West Judge Perez in Chalmette. For
more information call 283-0659.

July 9: 8:30 – 11:30 a.m. The
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of
Louisiana will hold a Hispanic Summit
at the East Bank Regional Library, 4747
West Napoleon in Metairie. For infor-
mation contact Gina Náda at 885-4262.

July 13: 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.. The
Hispanic Resource Center, in collabora-
tion with The U. S. Citizenship and
Immigration Service, invites you to a
town hall meeting. An official represen-
tative will answer immigration ques-
tions. For more information call 469-
2570.

July 14: 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Asociación Nicaraguense de Louisiana
(ANDELA) will hold a meeting in
preparation of Tope de Santo Domingo
at JES & Associates at 2220 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner. Tope De Santo
Domingo will take place on August 6 in
the Kenner Rivertown area. For more
information call 466-1483 or 464-4619.

July 23: 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. The Latin
American Civic Association of LA
(LACAL) will hold a meeting in prepa-
ration for Hispanic Month event. For
more information call 464-4619.

July 30: 9:00 – 2:30 p.m. The
Hispanic Apostolate presents several
seminars on the Family Life Apostolate
at the Notre Dame Seminar located at
2901 Carrollton Avenue in New
Orleans. For more information and
reservations call 464-5478, extension
126.

Aug 6 and 13: Sulli Educational
Services, a Certified Home Buyer
Trainer from Louisiana Housing
Collaborative, will hold a free Home
Buyer Training and Financial Fitness for
first time homebuyers in Spanish.
Reservations are required. For informa-
tion call 464-6224 or 234-3474 or email
conchita@conchitasulli.net. ★

Rafael E. Saddy is an active commu-
nity leader and president of the Latin
American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL). Correspondence
for LACAL can be sent to P. O. Box
640604, Kenner, LA. 70064-0604.

Formerly Gage Telephone System of New Orleans

Voice Data Cabling  •   Voice Mail
Local & Long Distance Service

Auto Attendant   •   Unified Messaging
DSL & Internet Service

Sales - Service - Maintenance
www.southeasttel.com

466-4243
2005 3rd St., Kenner

The Way
Business
Communicates

SAMUEL Y. BROWN, M.D.
ANA de AGUIAR, M.D.

PEDIATRICS

3813 Williams Blvd., Kenner - Between W. Esplanade & The Lake

ACCEPT MOST HMOs & PPOs
OCHSNER

KIDMED PROVIDER

443-KIDS
443-5437

Latin Amerian News★ ★

Yes we can/Si se puede
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By M. SUSAN M. FELDER, D.D.S

Providing you with high-quality,
appropriate care and making your dental
visit as comfortable as possible are top

priorities for dental practitioners.
Advances in dental techniques and med-
ications can greatly reduce—even elimi-
nate—discomfort during dental treatment.
Analgesics

Non-narcotic analgesics are the most
commonly used drugs for relief of
toothache or pain following dental treat-
ment. This category includes aspirin,
acetaminophen and non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs such as Ibuprofen. 

Narcotic analgesics, such as those
containing codeine, act on the central
nervous system to relieve pain. They are
used for more severe pain.
Anesthesia

Topical anesthetics are applied to
mouth tissues with a swab to prevent
pain on the surface level. Your dentist
may use a topical anesthetic to numb an
area in preparation for administering an
injectable local anesthetic. Topical anes-
thetics also may be used to soothe
painful mouth sores. 

Injectable local anesthetics, such as
Novocain, prevent pain in a specific
area of your mouth during treatment by
blocking the nerves that sense or trans-
mit pain and numbing mouth tissues.
They cause the temporary numbness
often referred to as a “fat lip” feeling.
Injectable anesthetics may be used in
such procedures as filling cavities,
preparing teeth for crowns or treating
periodontal (gum) disease.
Sedation and General Anesthesia

Agents, such as nitrous oxide
(laughing gas), or sedatives may help
you relax during dental visits and often

may be used along with local anesthet-
ics. Dentists also can use these agents to
induce “conscious sedation,” in which
the patient achieves a relaxed state dur-
ing treatment but can respond to speech
or touch. Sedatives can be administered
before, during or after dental procedures
by mouth, inhalation or injection.

Understanding the range of choices
that are available to relieve anxiety and
discomfort makes you a well-informed
dental consumer. Working together, you
and your dentist can choose the appro-
priate steps to make your dental visit as
safe and comfortable as possible, and to
help you keep a healthy smile.

Information for this article was
obtained from the American Dental
Association’s web site at
http://www.ada.org/public/topics/anes-
thesia_faq.asp ★

Susan M. Felder D.D.S. is a general
dentist who has practiced continuously
in north Kenner for over 26 years. Dr.
Felder’s office is located at 4134
Florida Avenue, Suite 101.

Anesthesia in the dental office

Visit Us At:  www.tomsprinting.com 
E-mail: prepress@tomsprinting.com

Elmwood Business Park • 1533 Edwards Avenue • Elmwood, LA 70123 • Fax (504) 733-4532

Celebrating Our 26th Year

(504) 733-0903

★ Business Cards

★ Postcards

★ Brochures

★ Letterheads

★ Envelopes

★ Newsletters

★ Raffle Tickets

★ Flyers

★ Invitations

★ Forms

★ Custom Index Tabs
★ Graphic Design
★ Laminating up to 44”
★ Fax / Mailing Service
★ High Speed Copying
★ Color Copies
★ Oversize Copies up to 36” Wide

Call Us For FREE
Pickup & Delivery

PRINTING

Hair Styles Unlimited

Hair Cut, Color
Finishing Rinse

$25 Intro Offer
for Our Male Clients

464-5949 • 3635 Florida Avenue • Open Mon. - Sat.

Got 5 minutes?
Look 10 years younger

Are you active, energetic and young at heart but
the gray in your hair makes you look older than you
feel? Our new 5 minute MENZ Natural Haircolor
service is quick, convenient, discreet, and will take
years off your appearance. Make an appointment
to look 10 years younger with a MENZ Natural
Haircolor service today.

the move of the referendum to April 1 are
District 1 Councilman Marc Johnson,
District 3 Councilwoman Jeanne Black,
District 4 Councilwoman Michele
Branigan and District 5 Councilman Kent
Denapolis.

Councilman-at-large Dominic
Weilbaecher, a strong proponent of civil
service, alleged that the move of the refer-
endum date to April 1 is part of a political
plan to assist Mayor Capitano in his reelec-
tion bid. Weilbaecher claimed that
Capitano plans to use city hall workers in
his reelection campaign. Capitano says that
is ridiculous and completely baseless. “I
have never forced employees to work on
any of my campaigns nor do I plan to do
so. I have always supported civil service,”
says Capitano.

Denapolis says he thinks Kenner voters
are getting weary of “political rhetoric.”
“In fact, Capitano is the only elected
Kenner official to ever be honored by the
Louisiana Civil Service League for his
efforts to enact civil service,” says
Denapolis.

While Mayor Capitano, Council
President John Lavarine III and
Weilbaecher are leading the pro-civil serv-
ice forces, Councilwomen Black and
Branigan say they are not personally for it
and have gotten indications that the major-
ity of their constituents in District 3 and 4,
respectively, will be voting against civil

service.
Branigan said she ran a poll in District

4 and the majority of respondents were
opposed to civil service. “They think of it
as another layer of bureaucracy and a form
of unionism,” said Branigan. “While I’m
not personally taking a position against
civil service, I’m also not for it and I think
most of the voters in my district are
opposed.” Black said she also will not take
a formal position against civil service, but
does not intend to vote for it.

However, Phil Ramon, chief of staff for
the city of Kenner, said the administration
intends, with voter approval, to create a
merit-based civil service system that does
not have the defects of bureaucracy, slow
movement and tolerance for poor employ-
ee performances that are often criticized by
those who oppose civil service.

“Mayor Capitano is well aware of the
defects of civil service systems, like the
one in New Orleans, that are seen as inef-
fective,” said Ramon. “Our goal is to have
a civil service system that is geared to
Kenner’s needs and culture.”

Dr. Joseph Stagni, a long-time propo-
nent of civil service, says he will again
support the referendum as he did in 1999.
“I think it will be a close vote again,” said
Stagni, who also intends to run for the
vacant District 2 Council seat in the
October 15 primary. “In 1999, the mayor
of that time was opposed to civil service.
In 2006, the current mayor will be for it. In
a close vote, that alone could make a deci-
sive difference.” ★

Health★ ★

CIVIL SERVICE ELECTION
(continued from page 1)
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By CHARLES C. FOTI, JR.
Louisiana Attorney General

In light of the recent onslaught of
bogus email scams and cleverly dis-
guised bank notices, I want to let you
know there is a way to help in the fight
against identity theft. In fact, Louisiana
consumers have a new tool in the fight
against identity theft.

Beginning July 1, 2005, Louisiana
consumers can place a “security
freeze” on their credit report. This new
law will give consumers more control
over who has access to their credit
report, thus helping to reduce the risk
of identity theft. When a consumer
places a security freeze on their credit
report, this prohibits a credit reporting
agency from releasing the consumer’s
credit report or credit score without the
express authorization of the consumer.
A security freeze will remain on your
credit report until you request it to be
removed.

To place a security freeze on your
credit report, you must contact each of
the three major credit reporting agen-
cies in writing. There is a $10 initial
fee to place the freeze on your credit
report with each credit reporting
agency. Each credit reporting agency
has specific information that you must
include in your letter.

Equifax Security Freeze
P.O. Box 105788
Atlanta, GA 30348

Must send the letter certified mail.
Payment may be by check, money
order or credit card; Visa, MasterCard,
American Express or Discover only. If
paying by credit card, you must provide
the name of the card, account number
and expiration date.

Experian Security Freeze
P.O. Box 9554
Allen, TX 75013

Must send the letter certified mail.
Payment may be made by check,
money order or credit card. If paying
by credit card, you must provide the
card name, account number and expi-
ration date.

Trans Union Security Freeze
P.O. Box 6790
Fullerton, CA 92834-6790

Must send the letter certified mail.
Payment must be made by credit card
only. You must provide the name of the
card, account number and expiration
date.

As I stated earlier, there is an initial
fee of $10 per credit reporting agency
to place a security freeze on your cred-
it report. However, this fee is waived if
you are a victim of identity theft and
have included a copy of the police
report with your letter; or if you are 62
years of age or older.

Once the credit reporting agencies
receive your request for a security
freeze, they must place the security
freeze on your credit report no later
than ten business days after receiving
your written request. The credit report-
ing agency must also provide to you,
within ten business days, a unique per-
sonal identification number (PIN) or
password that you must use when pro-
viding authorization for the access of
your credit report for a specific period
of time. Also at this time, the credit
reporting agency must let you know in
writing the process of placing, remov-
ing, and temporarily lifting a security
freeze and the process for allowing
access to information from the con-
sumer’s credit report for a specific
period while the security freeze is in
effect.

Once you place a security freeze on
your credit report, you can request that
it be lifted. There is a charge of $8 per
lift to temporarily lift the freeze. The
credit reporting agency has three busi-
ness days to honor your request.

As your Attorney General, I believe
it is my duty to act as the legal protec-
tor for the health, safety and welfare of
the citizens of the state of Louisiana. I
believe that this new law helps me pro-
tect you from identity thieves. I
encourage all of you to consider using
this valuable service. If you have any
questions about this new law, please
contact my office at 1-800-351-4889
or visit our website at
www.ag.state.la.us. ★

“Freeze” your credit report
to combat identity theft

Government★ ★ D’AQUILA
VOLK

MULLINS &
CONTRERAS

A  P R O F E S S I O N A L  L AW  C O R P O R AT I O N

Kenner’s Largest Law Firm Since 1975

Ellen Mullins, Jerome M. Volk, Jr., Roy M. D’Aquila, Robert A. Contreras, 
Aaron F. Broussard

An aggressive transactional and litigation law firm
providing services to businesses and individuals in
the following areas:

• Estate Planning, Wills and Successions
• Commercial and Residential Real Estate Closings
• Personal Injury and Products Liability
• Formation of Corporations and LLCs
• Domestic and Divorces
• Real Estate Development, Land Use and Zoning
• Commercial and Collection Litigation

AFFILIATED WITH

3329 FLORIDA AVENUE
KENNER, LOUISIANA  70065

469-6699

HABLAMOS ESPANOL

TOWN HALL MEETINGS
(continued from page 1)

mayor at 468-7240.” 
Boudrie says Mayor Capitano will

have topics to discuss and will make a
presentation at each of the town hall
meetings. In addition, all city directors
will be available along with the mayor
to answer any questions and concerns
residents and business owners might
have. “The mayor does want to hear
from the people as well, and will be ask-
ing for their input on what projects
and/or programs they’d like to see
implemented,” Boudrie said. ★
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By KEN TRAHAN

By all accounts, New Orleans,
Louisiana, and the entire Deep South are
known as football country. The fervency
and frequency of support is seen on the
prep, college, and professional landscape.
In 28 years of sports broadcasting and
hosting sports talk shows, it has been my
experience that you could talk about foot-
ball year-round and find a passionate
audience and excited callers.

Having said this, baseball has been a
staple of our communities as well. On all
levels, support and participation are sub-
stantial. The presence of the AAA New
Orleans Zephyrs has been a stimulating
force. The excellence of the programs at
LSU and Tulane has created interest.
UNO has had success and is on the
rebound. New Orleans-area teams have
captured many state titles on the high

school level.
A glance at major league rosters

reveals the substantial influence of
Louisiana on professional baseball. The
most substantial contribution comes from
LSU. 

The Tigers have seven players current-
ly on major league rosters with an eighth
having been there on a couple of occa-
sions. Aaron Hill was a high draft pick of
the Toronto Blue Jays and is playing like
it, hitting well over .300. He has earned an
everyday spot in the Toronto lineup and
figures to be there for many years to
come. Brad Hawpe has been on the sub-
way between Colorado Springs and
Colorado. It appears that he will stick
with the Rockies, based on his solid con-
tributions of late. Hawpe was a mainstay
of LSU’s last national championship team
under Skip Bertman. Outfielder Todd
Linden has earned his way to San
Francisco with a big year in Fresno.
Linden is getting some playing time, due
to injuries with the Giants, most notably
to Barry Bonds. Veteran second baseman
Todd Walker remains a good hitter for the
Chicago Cubs and has had a distinguished

major league career. When hurt earlier
this season, fellow LSU alumnus Mike
Fontenot got the call from Iowa and has
two stints in Chicago this year.

Russ Johnson teamed with Walker at
LSU to give the Tigers a tremendous mid-
dle infield during the Tigers 1994 NCAA
championship team. After playing for the
Zephyrs on the way up to Houston,
Johnson later played for Tampa Bay and
now finds himself as a reserve infielder
for the Yankees. The ageless Russ
Springer continues to throw 90 miles per
hour out of the bullpen for the Houston
Astros. Paul Byrd has recovered from
injuries to become a solid member of a
good rotation for the Los Angeles Angels
of Anaheim.

Tulane fans gained a measure of pride
with the promotion of infielder Anthony
Giarratano to Detroit. In his first game,
Giarratano got a pair of hits and con-
tributed to a Tiger win. With others getting
healthy, Giarratano has recently been sent
back to Triple A, but impressed Detroit
brass enough to earn another call-up even-
tually. Rickie Weeks of Southern
University is a can’t-miss prospect who
recently got promoted from AAA Nashville
to the Brewers. With speed and power,
Weeks has a chance to be an All-Star for
years to come. Reliever Justin Speier of
Nicholls State has been around the major
leagues for many years and continues to
contribute to the Toronto Blue Jays.

Chad Gaudin, a product of the Kenner
Recreation Department, has had major
league time with Toronto this year and
with Tampa Bay, previously. Gaudin over-
came being a mere afterthought as a late-
round draft choice to prove the pundits
wrong. The Crescent City Baptist product
figures to return to the big leagues in the
near future. Bonnabel’s Joey Gathright,
who didn’t play baseball in high school,
has been up and down from the Devil
Rays to Durham. With his blinding speed,
Gathright will always have a chance to
return to the big leagues. Former Rummel
and SLU star Kirk Bullinger had signifi-
cant time with the Astros over the past
two seasons, on the shuttle from New

Orleans to Houston. This season, he has
pitched well at AAA Indianapolis for the
Pirates organization and is on the verge of
returning to the majors with his third dif-
ferent team.

Other local products that would
appear on the fast-track toward making it
to big leagues include Tulane’s Jake
Gautreau, with AAA Buffalo in the
Cleveland organization, former Green
Wave star James Jurries of Richmond in
the Atlanta organization, former LSU
pitcher Tim Corcoran of AAA Durham in
the Tampa Bay organization, and former
Tiger hurler Brian Tallett of Buffalo in the
Cleveland organization.

On a lower level, but certainly primed
to get to the majors in the very near
future, is former Rummel and UNO star
Thomas Diamond, who was recently rated
by Baseball America as the top prospect
in all of minor league baseball. Diamond
was 8-0 with a 1.99 earned run average
for Class A Baskersfield before earning a
promotion to AA Frisco. Diamond has
been selected to pitch in the Futures
Game on July 12 in Detroit, two days
prior to the major league All-star game.
The Futures Game features the top pro-
jected future stars of major league base-
ball. Another product of the Kenner
Recreation Department, Diamond was a
first round draft pick of the Rangers last
season.

While our area remains football coun-
try, these young men have proven that
baseball has its roots firmly planted in
New Orleans and South Louisiana. The
contributions and success they are attain-
ing provide a substantial source of pride
for our entire community. ★

Ken Trahan serves as Assistant
Athletic Director for Media Services,
Broadcasting, Campus and Community
Relations and Group Sales at UNO and as
sports director at Biz Radio 990, WGSO-
AM. Trahan is also the general manager
and chairman of the board of the Saints
Hall of Fame in Rivertown, Kenner, and
maintains a prep football website at
www.neworleans.com.

Hometown heroes abound

24-HOUR ELECTRICAL SERVICE

BELLCO ELECTRIC
Residential • Commercial

• A/C Circuits
• Troubleshooting
• Remodeling
• Additions
• New Construction
• Same Day Service

• Vacancy Permits
• Attic Ventilators
• Bidwork Welcome
• Service Upgrades
• Home Repairs
• Security Lighting

455-2355
NO JOB TOO SMALL - WE DO ALL!

METAIRIE     KENNER     N.O. AREA
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED OWNER RONNIE BELLACI

7 Days
A Week

B
W

D
12

04
-5

94

Over 
30 Years

Experience

It’s our Summer
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$100 Professional
Tray Tooth Whitening

A healthy White Smile is a Beautiful Smile
Special offer includes: New Patient

Examination, Necessary x-rays, Consultation,
Whitening Trays and Products

Make it a Healthy White Summer
Call Today  456-0964

Family Dentistry
Dr. H. “Brad” Bradford III

Dr. Sandra J. Catchings
4420 Conlin St., Suite 204

Metairie, LA  70006

Offer limited to the first 50 patients.
Expires August 31, 2005

Sports★ ★

The New Orleans Hornets profes-
sional basketball team will host a free
“Summer Hoops” basketball clinic for
children on Wednesday, August 3 at
Muss Bertolino Gym in Kenner.

Session 1 will be held from 9:00
a.m. until 12:00 p.m. for children ages
seven through 10 years of age. Check-in
time is 8:30 a.m. Session 2 is scheduled

from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. for chil-
dren ages 11 through 14 with check-in
time at 12:30.

All participants will receive a free t-
shirt, but registration is limited. To reg-
ister for the clinic, visit
www.hornets.com or call the Clinic
Hotline at 301-4006. ★

Free Hornets basketball
clinic to be held in Kenner
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By JAMES L. MELCHERS

The pres-
ent law rela-
tive to the
L i v i n g
Dec la ra t ion
currently pro-
vides that
medical pro-
cedures can be
withheld or
withdrawn, if

the following conditions are met: 1) if
an individual is diagnosed as having an
incurable injury, disease, or illness, and;
2) if this is certified by two physicians,
one of whom is the attending physician,
and; 3) if these doctors have determined
that the individual’s death will occur
whether or not life sustaining proce-
dures are withheld or withdrawn. The
law further provides that the individual
be allowed to die naturally, with the per-
son being given medication and the per-
formance of any medical procedure
deemed necessary to provide the indi-
vidual with comfort care.

The proposed law (House Bill No.
675), which was passed by the House on
June 6, 2005, (if passed by the Senate
and not vetoed by the governor) would
provide that if an individual is diag-
nosed as having an incurable injury, dis-
ease, or illness, and if this is certified by
two physicians, one of whom is the
attending physician, and if these doctors
have determined that the individual’s
death will occur whether or not life sus-
taining procedures are withheld or with-
drawn and that the procedures will only
serve to prolong the dying process, the
individual can direct one of two choices:
“That all life-sustaining procedures,
including nutrition and hydration, be
withheld so that food and water will not
be administered invasively,” or, “That
life-sustaining procedures, except nutri-
tion and hydration, be withheld or with-
drawn so that food and water can be
administered invasively.”

This change in the proposed law is
beneficial to me as an estate planning
attorney, my clients, and perspective
clients in that it addresses the issue of
life-sustaining procedures of nutrition
and hydration (food and water) and
offers two options. The options are one,
the withholding or withdrawal of the
food and water or two, the administering
of food and water.

The proposed law would provide that
any declaration executed prior to August
15, 2005, which does not contain an
option to specifically initial a choice

regarding nutrition and hydration shall
not be invalid for that reason nor pre-
sumed to mean that the declarant desires
the invasive administration of nutrition
or hydration.

In addition to House Bill No. 675,
there is Senate Bill No. 40 which would
change the present law dramatically, as
written. Additionally, it would provide
that where a declaration has been made
to continue nutrition and hydration to a
degree to sustain life, and the immediate
family is financially unable to pay for
the cost of continuing such life-sustain-
ing procedures, the costs of such life-
sustaining procedures will be paid by
the state. Further, the state would be
financially responsible for the costs of
life-sustaining procedures where no
declaration has been made by the patient
and the patient is provided with nutrition
and hydration to a degree to sustain life,
and the immediate family is financially
unable to pay for the costs of such life-
sustaining procedures.

The Department of Health and
Hospitals (DHH) estimated that the cost
of care on patients relative to the provi-
sions of this proposed legislation (SB
40) could range from $1,700 a month
($20,400 a year) to $10,333 a month
($124,000 a year).

Senate Bill No. 40 was referred to
the Senate Committee on Finance on
May 15, 2005 for further review. I will
advise you as to the action taken on
these bills in my next article. ★

James L. Melchers is the senior
attorney at Melchers Law Firm, located
at 909 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner
and the firm’s primary areas of practice
are estate planning, wills, trusts, succes-
sions, real estate, corporate law, and
personal injury. Melchers can be
reached at 467-1092 or visit the web site
at www.melcherslawfirm.com.

“The Living Declaration” - 
What’s happening in Baton Rouge?

Law★ ★

3535 Chateau Blvd., Suite 5
465-9590

SINCE 1985

PUREOLOGY
For Color Treated Hair

exclusively sold at Georgy’s

I TA L I A N ,  
S E A F O O D ,  
&  S T E A K S

LUNCH & D INNER 7 DAYS A WEEK
M -  FR I .  HAPPY HOUR 3 - 7  AT  THE BAR

•Elegant •Affordable •Delicious

VIDEO POKER
3525 Williams Blvd.

(1 block North of West Esplanade)

466-5550
see menu at www.tecoro.com

Early Bird
Special

13.99
4-course meal

M - SAT

BUSINESS LUNCH
IN and OUT SPECIALSNew!

Live Entertainment
Wayne Busby

Fri. & Sat.
6:30 - 10:30

Sun.
1:00 - 9:00

1300 Veterans Blvd. • Kenner • (504) 469-2531

Weekly Rates $13999Move In Special!Move In Special! + tax

& up

Monthly Rates $60000+ tax

& up
CABLE & UTILITIES INCLUDED

Guest Speaker

CONGRESSMAN 
BOBBY JINDAL

KPWA LUNCHEON

Tuesday, August 16 at noon
Radisson Hotel Airport Grand Ballroom

2150 Veterans Blvd. in Kenner

Tables of 8: $225 – Individual: $30

Call Marcel Lashover 
461-0569 or 388-8891

for reservations
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Wild and crazy roof designs

By DAN DORMADY

Have you noticed that rooflines are getting more complex and
equally more creative. The traditional gable roof (single ridge,
symmetric slopes and vertical end panels) is quickly becoming a
distant memory. While a gable roof may not be architecturally
exciting, it is simpler to maintain, and the risk of premature leaks
with it is minimal.

Nineteenth-century construction offered many complex
roofs: hips, turrets, steep pitches, dormers and curved surfaces.
Those roofs were covered with labor-intensive materials such as
slate, clay tile and metal. These homes were and often are
referred to as castles, mansions or estates. Indeed, they are grand
and elegant.

The 20th century saw a housing construction trend toward
production and speed. The cape, ranch and colonial style of
homes became popular, all with simple roofs, mostly gable (tri-
angular section of the end wall of a building with a sloping roof)
with an occasional gambrel (a gable roof with two slopes on each

Home★ ★

We are a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
great difference in the care, service and value your

family receives. If you ever have a question or would
like more information feel free to call or stop by.

side and the lower slope being steeper). Roof materials
were similarly simple; most were covered with
asphalt/fiberglass composition shingles. Construction
was quick and the skill required was not sophisticated.

Now the pendulum is swinging back the other way
again. Our home is, after all, our castle. For some peo-
ple, the visual statement our home makes defines our
lifestyle more than ever. Thus, roofs are changing.

In recent years, new home construction has brought
us more complex roof shapes. To respond to the
demand, builders and developers are investing more in
architectural design to produce more interesting and
visually distinctive rooflines.

That's the good news.
However, during that same period, the skills of the

average construction worker have not increased and,
worse, have declined. Most builders will tell you that
the biggest challenge facing the construction industry
today is finding enough adequately skilled trades peo-
ple to work on their projects.

So, we are designing our homes to be more chal-
lenging to build while, at the same time, facing a dimin-
ishing supply of people sufficiently skilled to meet the
challenge of building those homes.

More complex rooflines require greater skill and
attention in several areas. Perhaps the two most impor-
tant areas are the design and assembly of the framing
and the installation of the roofing.

Framing a complex roof means cutting and assem-
bling many different size rafters (sloping timbers
extending from the roof ridge to eaves). Even the cuts at
the ends of rafters often have many angles and can be a
test of skill for even an experienced framer. However, if
two pieces of roof framing do not fit together tightly,
movement will occur after the home is complete.

Also, assuring that adequate structural support is
provided is important, especially at valleys (intersection
created by two sloping roofs), hips (four-sided roofs),
dormers (small gables projecting from a sloping roof)
and ridges (horizontal line along the highest part of the
roof). Adequate structural integrity for a complex roof
is especially important in areas of the country where
significant weather (wind, snow, etc.) will test the roof
system. Getting it right takes time and planning.

Home inspectors see many complex roof shapes
that are not framed well. At best, this leads to distortion
- sagging and deflection that will compromise the
“lines” (appearance) of the roof, creating the perception

that the home is not well built. At worst, partial or com-
plete failure of the roof can occur.

There are some other considerations in construction
when your home has a “wild and crazy roof.”

Complex rooflines and shapes often create valleys
that gather water from large roof areas. The resulting
high volume of water that flows down the valley will
cause rapid wear on that part of the roof. Also, the high
volume of water will likely overflow the gutter. In addi-
tion, as that same high volume of water reaches the
ground, it will splash back against the siding and other
parts of the home, leading to premature rot and deterio-
ration. Thus, the performance of a roof during a heavy
rain should be considered when designing a complex
roof shape. Such a problem is not easily corrected after
the home is built.

Ventilation of attic spaces and other open spaces
under roofs is important to the health of any building. A
simple gable roof is relatively easy to vent, with some
combination of ridge, soffit and rooftop vents. Complex
roof shapes are more of a challenge. Each shape must
be considered individually to assure adequate ventila-
tion. Otherwise, overheating (which will lead to prema-
ture roofing failure) and restricted airflow are the like-
ly result.

If you are buying a new home with a complex roof
shape, you cannot be too cautious. A distinctive roofline
can be exciting. However, leakage problems are quite
troublesome and often not easy to diagnose or correct.
Structural problems can be even worse to deal with.
When in doubt, consult a building inspection engineer
who has expertise in complex roof systems.

A well-designed and constructed complex roof can
turn your average home into an elegant, dramatic “man-
sion.” Poorly done, your castle may turn into your worst
nightmare. Make sure you know the difference before
you buy. ★

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engi-
neer and licensed home inspector (LSBHI #10273), and
the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a local-
ly owned consulting engineering firm specializing in
residential and commercial building inspection servic-
es. Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box
113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdor-
mady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ web
site is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Not 1,000
Not  5,000
Not 10,000
Not 15,000

20,600
receive the Kenner Star in the mail each month! Every registered voter household

in Kenner gets one! The Kenner Star can help you reach your target market!

CALL 468-9125 FOR ADVERTISING INFO

But…



KENNER ST★ R JULY 2005  25

By LINDA R. MARTIN

It might not seem necessary to
involve a real estate professional in a
transaction where a buyer can deal
directly with a builder. However, by
using a real estate professional, you
have someone to protect your interests
and guide you along the right path. Here
are 10 advantages to using a real estate
professional when buying a newly con-
structed home.

1. Just as a real estate professional
calls on experience and knowledge of an
area to help buyers locate pre-owned
homes in a community, he or she can
also direct buyers interested in newly-
built homes to developments and com-
munities that match client specifica-
tions.

2. A sales professional can suggest
builders with reputations for delivering
a high-quality product, responding
quickly to issues, and being financially
sound.

3. A sales professional may be famil-
iar with how a builder prices his prod-
ucts and where there may be room to
negotiate price or upgrades.

4. Without representation, you are

one buyer purchasing only one home.
But a sales professional can significant-
ly impact a builder's bottom line by pro-
viding a steady supply of customers.
This leverage may work in your favor at
the negotiating table. [Note: The builder
may require your sales professional to
accompany you on your first visit to the
site. Check with the builder.]

5. The lender approval process may
go smoother if a sales professional
schedules visits, accompanies you to
lenders, and helps expedite required
documents.

6. What may seem like a simple
transaction can grow legally complex
and risky. A sales professional is famil-
iar with those complexities and risks

inherent in the home buying process.
When such questions arise, they can
steer you to the right advisors and serv-
ices you may require.

7. When relocating to a new area,
sales professionals can be particularly
valuable resources. In addition to pro-
viding local area information regarding
schools, day care or elder care services,
public transportation, proposed develop-
ment, and so on, once construction is
under way they can also periodically
stop by the work site, supply you with
progress reports, and photograph or
videotape phases of the construction.

8. A sales professional can assist you
as you face hundreds of design choices
and consider which upgrades could
potentially add value to the home when
it comes time to sell.

9. A sales professional can accompa-
ny you at the site while you okay the
plumbing and electrical locations prior
to dry walling, as well as on the walk-
through or builder orientation.

10. Finally, most often the builder
pays the sales professional’s commis-
sion. You enjoy individual attention and
support at no cost to you. ★

Linda R. Martin is the branch man-
ager of the Prudential Gardner
Realtors’ Williams Boulevard branch
and can be reached at 443-6464 or
lmar t in@prudent ia lgardner.com.

Real Estate★ ★

Buying a newly-built home? Ten benefits of using a real estate professional

The Music in the Park Summer
Concert Series, sponsored by the city of
Kenner, is free and open to the public
every Friday through August in
Rivertown’s Heritage Park on Williams
Boulevard near Third Street. Each con-
cert begins at 6:00 p.m. and ends at
9:00 p.m. 
The concert line-up includes:

July 8 - Bobbie Lonero and the New
Orleans Express
July 15 - Kwik Fix
July 29 - Backdraft
Aug 5 - Cordon Bleuz
Aug 12- Zerl Wooley and the Road
Kings
August 19 - Batiste Brothers
August 26 - Monica Dillon

Local non-profit organizations will
be selling food and drinks. Concert
goers may bring lawn chairs and blan-
kets, but ice chests or outside food and
drinks are not permitted. For more infor-
mation call Kenner Community
Services coordinator Donna Hahn at
468-7293. ★

Community★ ★

Free Friday family summer concerts in Heritage Park



By SELA ADAMS CURRY

Summer is here, and its time for the
Night Out Against Crime Kick Off Party
here at the Treasure Chest. Come join us

Sunday, July 3, on the front lawn and
meet local law enforcement officials to
find out what we can all do to help fight
crime in our neighborhoods. From 3:00
p.m. until 8:00 p.m. there will be live
music, free food, demonstrations, raffle
prizes and much more. Heating up this
year’s Kick Off will be a Red Bean
Cooking Contest between law enforce-
ment agencies. So come out and support

local law enforcement, have some fun,
and learn more about what you can do to
help stamp out crime in your neighbor-
hood.

Being a victim of crime is something
you never forget. I’ve been victimized
myself a couple of times. The latest was
about ten years ago when I was robbed
at gunpoint in broad daylight. But it’s
the first time I’ll never forget. It hap-
pened about a year before we moved to
the “parish” (St. Bernard that is) from
New Orleans when I had just turned
eight years old. As I’m sure you recall
me saying in the past, my mother was
always very protective of us girls and
never let us out of the house alone. Well,
she must have been at the end of her
rope that fateful day when I asked to go
to the corner grocery to get a much
needed fudgesicle (yes, I said fudgesi-
cle). She handed me her wallet, which
contained a one dollar bill, a dollar in
change, and the key to the front door. I
had just made it past the back of my
father’s mechanic shop, which was next
to our house, when two girls on little
banana seat bikes stopped and asked
where I was going. I told them and they
moved on. But, apparently they were
stalking me, because no sooner did I
emerge from the store with my fudgesi-
cle did they stop me, remove the con-
tents of my mother’s wallet, and take off.
As luck would have it though, they did-
n't notice my fudgesicle.

When I got home I told my mother
and she simply said, “Go tell your
father,” which was her response to pret-
ty much anything we told her. My
father, never one to overreact (right!),
grabbed his 38 and threw me in the front
seat of his car. He proceeded to travel at
top speed around a two mile perimeter
of the house. After reminding him the
robbers were only about ten years old
and, in fact, on little banana seat bikes,
he sped back toward the house wherein I
was asked to ID the assailants who were
spotted sitting on their bikes near our
back fence. He dove out of the car,
thankfully now concealing his weapon,
to confront them. They must have then
lost faith in their banana seats bikes
because they commenced to run. Two
steps later my father caught them and
got the cash back (now totaling one dol-
lar and about fifty cents after the fud-
gesicle purchase). Now that I think of it,
I bet the bikes were stolen, too. Anyway,
I suppose there are two morals to this
story, which can be helpful to both law
enforcement and civilians. One, when
pursuing an assailant, take into consid-
eration their mode of transportation.
And, two, if you do find yourself

embarking on a high or low speed pur-
suit, always remember to put your fud-
gesicle in the freezer first.

Well, that’s my tale for today, and
now here are some more events happen-
ing at the Treasure Chest Casino.

Red, White & Blue Giveaway
Just because the Fourth of July is

over, it’s not time to put away your Red,
White & Blue. From July 5 through July
7 the Treasure Chest Casino is giving
away $30,000 in Prime Points. There
will be drawings from noon to 10 p.m.
each day and all Prime Rewards mem-
bers will receive one free entry per day.
So come down to the Treasure Chest for
your chance to win. For more info call
443-8000.

Treasured Friends
It’s back! We know how you love our

Treasured Friends Breakfast Special.
Every Monday through Thursday, from
July 5 through July 28, our Treasured
Friends can enjoy our fabulous break-
fast buffet for only $3.49. Just stop by
the Prime Rewards Club to receive this
great offer.

Pointe Deli
Nothing beats coming to the

Treasure Chest where you can rack up
points on your Prime Reward card and
also rack up on some great food at the
Pointe Deli. You’ll find many choices,
from a quick coffee and pastry to a half-
pound burger and fries, and you can’t
miss the great breakfast menu as well.
So come out and try our new Pointe Deli
at the Treasure Chest Casino.

That’s it for now. Hope to see you
soon. ★

Sela Adams Curry is Community
Relations and Group Sales Manager for
Treasure Chest Casino, owned and
operated by Boyd Gaming Corporation.
Sela Curry can be reached at
SelaCurry@boydgaming.com. Treasure
Chest Casino’s website is www.trea-
surechest.com.
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Night out
★ Community ★

Info: 962-3930

Join Us For An Event—
We Invite Your Membership.

THE KENNER PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION’S (KPWA)

MAY MEETING WILL BE HELD

TUESDAY, JULY 19, 2005
AT A NEW SITE, THE RADISSON

NEW ORLEANS AIRPORT HOTEL
2150 Veterans Boulevard in Kenner

Call 962-3930
no later than noon on Friday, July 15, 2005

to make luncheon reservations

Networking begins at 11:30 a.m.
Lunch at noon.

Children’s
Castle

501 Williams Blvd.
Performances on

Saturdays
11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
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By LYNNE DIMM

“Watering” is the key word for gar-
dening in July. With temperatures soar-
ing into the 90s, on most days your gar-
den will dry out very quickly. Anything
newly planted should be watered every
day for two weeks. A good test to deter-
mine if the soil is wet enough is to push
your forefinger into the ground up to the
first knuckle. After a good watering, test
the ground, as it should be moist at least
to that depth. Also, there is a fine line
between too much water and not
enough. You should test the ground, let it
dry out, water, and then test again.

The heat has probably dried out
tomatoes by now, so it is time to pull
them up and plant hot weather tolerant
okra or black eyed peas. Hot peppers
grow well in the heat, too. You may want
to try chilly willy peppers, a new orna-
mental that looks like cayenne but is
mild and very colorful. If you would like

to see what these peppers look like, take
a trip to the Riverwalk and look for the
big, big white pots adorned with pep-
pers and marigolds. While you are there,
also check out the dwarf hibiscus at the
main entrance which also makes a beau-
tiful presentation.

At home in Kenner, take a look at the
new coleus wizard rose and red velvet
plantings which are located at the
McDonald’s entrance to the Esplanade
Mall. They pair up well because one is
tall and the other is short. This particu-
lar coleus likes the sun, unlike most oth-
ers.

If you would like to see how other
beautiful plants are used in decorating,
wander to the Oakwood Mall and look
for the unusual profusion zinnias in
orange and cherry colors. These zinnias
are very disease-resistant and will
bloom until Christmas. You will also
find beautiful varieties of coleus in
Oakwood Mall.

As for your lawn, you should cut
your grass taller than usual right now,
and use fertilizer with iron to see green
color and healthy growth.

I am eagerly waiting for the figs on

my two trees to ripen. The fruit is now
about marble size. They are usually
ready for picking around the Fourth of
July. I am watering twice a week since
we have not had as much rain as usual.
The figs need water now in order to
ripen properly, but too much water will
split them.

Now is the time to cut your roses
back to 12 inches. Upon first growth
you should spray with Daconil to pre-
vent black spot disease. Black spot can
only be prevented, not cured, by spray-
ing before it appears.

Plant some color for the hot summer.
Why not try purselane, portulaca,
dahlberg daisies, vinca, geranium,
coleus, caladium, celosia, salvia, impa-
tiens and blue daze?

I hope you had a wonderful Fourth of
July. Remember, freedom is not free. On

Memorial Day I sent my grandson an
email with music that ended with the
names of those in our family who have
served our country and paid the price,
some the ultimate price, for him to be
able to enjoy skimming down the cool
Tangipahoa River on an inner tube with
friends.

Good gardening! ★

Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne
Dimm’s Nursery, LLC, located at 27
West 27th Street, is a registered and
licensed Louisiana horticulturist and
landscape contractor, is a wholesale
grower of bedding plants and has over
30 years experience in the industry.
Lynne Dimm can be reached via email
at lynnedimm@yahoo.com, 468-5467or
visit Dimm’s website at www.lynned-
immsnursery.com.

Horticulture hints for July

CENTURY
TITLE

“WE CLOSE REAL ESTATE 
TRANSACTIONS FOR YOU”

RANDY LOVITT
Notary Public

Real Estate Sales, Mortgages,
Donations, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

• Expert Closing Assistance — In Operation over 11 years
• In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys — You’ll need this

• We keep you Informed — We return your Calls
• Convenient Locations — Free validated Parking

• Our Costs are Competitive — Our Work is Accurate

METAIRIE
One Lakeway Center

3900 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 605
Metairie, Louisiana  70002

NORTHSHORE
209 Highway 22 West, Suite G
Madisonville, Louisiana  70447

830-7979
FAX

831-2609

Gardening★ ★

Community★ ★

The Sisters of the Metairie Cenacle
Retreat House will host their annual
afternoon tea on Sunday, July 31, 2005
from 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. Last
year, more than 120 ladies attended
along with a variety of specialty teas
were served finger sandwiches, scones
and sweets prepared by the Cenacle
chefs. Door prizes donated by The New
Orleans School of Cooking, Healing
Waters and Villere’s Florist will be
awarded. Music will be provided by
harpist Patrice Fisher.

Reservations are now being accept-
ed. Call Ann Moreos in the Cenacle
Development Office at 887-1420,
extension 227. Individual tickets to the
tea cost $20 and tables of eight can be
purchased for $160.

Proceeds will benefit the many pro-
grams offered by the Retreat House
such as silent and preached retreats,
personal spiritual direction retreats and
weekly Masses. In 2004, over 15,000
people participated in various programs
at the Cenacle. ★

Annual afternoon tea at
the Cenacle Retreat House

Tulane University’s Little Lyric
Theatre will present the Best of
Broadway 3, a compilation of scenes
and songs from the most popular
Broadway shows. Fifty-five of New
Orleans’ most talented kids ages eight to
15 will perform on Thursday, July 28 at
11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. and on

Saturday, July 30 at 11:00 a.m.
The Best of Broadway 3 is directed

by Cassie Worley. John Giraud is the
musical director. Performances will be
held at the Dixon Annex Recital Hall on
Tulane’s campus. Tickets are $6 for chil-
dren and $8 for adults. Reservations can
be made by calling 862-3214. ★

Tulane University presents
the Best of Broadway 3

CALL LYNN DIMM FOR AN ESTIMATE
PERSONAL SERVICE - SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

468-5467
LYNN DIMM’S NURSERY

27 W. 27th Street • Kenner, LA

Summer is Here…
Let us plant your garden for long

summer days and evenings of fun!
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Metairie Cenacle
offers July retreats

The Metairie Cenacle, nestled in
tree shaded acreage along Lake
Pontchartrain, is renowned as a place of
solitude, reflection and prayer. It was
founded in 1958 in response to a call to
address the spiritual needs of women.

The Metairie Cenacle houses 50
retreatants in private rooms with shared
baths, and includes a chapel, meeting
hall, library, large parlor, and dining
hall. Private rooms and meals are pro-
vided. Unless otherwise specified,
retreats are silent and preached. At the
Cenacle, silence is the golden rule.

An opportunity for personal spiritu-
al direction is offered during each
retreat.

In addition to preached and silent
retreats, there are individual directed
retreats, workshops, and retreats focus-
ing on issues of addiction, abuse,
divorce, illness and bereavement.
Ongoing spiritual direction, days of
prayer, home retreats and youth min-
istry are also available. Hospitality
ministry is available for other groups to
hold their own retreats or meetings.

July 8-10, 2005, Friday – Saturday
Jesus Christ Puts Our Life in
Perspective
This retreat will use prayer themes
from The Spiritual Exercises of St.
Ignatius to assist the retreatant in their
day to day spiritual journey and in the
major transitions of life.
Presenter: Richard Buhler, SJ

July 14-20, 2005, Six day preached
retreat
When Women Were Priests
Women’s leadership in the Early
Church is too often neglected and most
often forgotten. Their subordination in
the rise of Christianity concealed, for
almost two thousand years, the power-
ful roles played by women in the early
Christian communities. Drawing on
scriptural and historical evidence, we
will examine these roles and learn how
they continue to effect and challenge
the priesthood today.
Presenter: Fr. Michael Jennrich, OFM

July 14-20, 2005, Six day preached
retreat
Pilgrimage to Deeper Prayer
This six-day retreat on Contemplative
Prayer and Biblical Spirituality offers
participants the opportunity to experi-
ence their own spiritual journey in the
light of the mysteries of the interaction
of God and humanity throughout salva-
tion history. The conferences will
include material from Sacred Scripture,
as well as from contemporary writers
and poets.
Presenter: Sr. Evelyn Jegen

The Metairie Cenacle Retreat
House is located at 5500 St. Mary
Street in Metairie. The phone number is
887-6624. The website is www.cenacle-
sisters.org/metairie.htm. Email the
Metairie Retreat House at
cenacle2@aol.com. Gift certificates
for Cenacle programs are available by
calling the Retreat Office at 887-1420,
ext. 225. ★

Archbishop Chapelle High School
will hold its ninth annual Chipmunk
Classic Golf Tournament on Sunday,
October 2 at Ormond Country Club and
Golf Course located at 10 Villere Drive
in Destrehan. Registration will begin at
noon and shotgun/scramble start is
scheduled for 1:00 p.m.

A player fee of $85 includes green
fees, electric cart, ditty bag, beverages,
dinner, team pictures and a special tour-
nament gift. Competition will include
putting, longest drive and closest to the

hole. Proceeds from the event will be
used for technology components in the
new Fine Arts and Technology Building.

Businesses are needed to participate
in this event by purchasing either a hole
sponsorship for $125 or a corporate
sponsorship for $600 which includes
four players’ fees, hole sponsor and spe-
cial signage. To register or for more
information call Mike Sorenson at 455-
9304 or Dottie Schule, Special Events
Director at 468-9090, extension 120. ★

Chapelle sets Chipmunk
Classic golf tournament

Community★ ★

STEREO INSTALLATION • KEYLESS ENTRY
ALARM SYSTEMS • WINDOW TINTING

Your One Stop Shop For
ALL Your Automotive Needs

Wesley Cato • 2500 Delaware Avenue • 461-0442

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

• Generate Solid Leads [• Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability

The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast 
at the Holiday Inn Select on Williams Boulevard in Kenner.

Next meeting is 7:00 a.m. on June 9

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
For more information contact Randy Lovitt at 836-7136.
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By GLENN DOTTOLO

Last month we talked
about establishing a
spending plan or a budg-
et for your family. The
objective is to take con-
trol of your finances so
that you can achieve
future goals. If you have
not yet set up such a plan,
now is the time to do so.
After all, if you don’t

control your own spending, who will?
Once you have a plan, keep your goals in mind.

If you are planning for college, keep a picture of the
school near the checkbook. Do the same for a vaca-
tion, car, boat or home. Whatever you want to work
toward, get a picture. The idea is to be reminded
visually of what success looks like.

Second, set goals that get you excited. It is your
plan. It should fire you up to succeed. If your objec-
tive is a car, pick one that you really want. It is hard
to be motivated if your goal is something that does-
n’t really excite you.

Third, remember to focus. If you think about
your goal and the ways that you are going to work to
achieve that goal, it is far more likely that you will
succeed. Lack of focus or divided focus leads to
poor results.

Fourth, keep track. Your plan is real and involves

real dollars. Keep good records. The records will
sometimes show that you are not on track, but they
will also serve to correct your direction. If it is
worth achieving, it is worth tracking.

Fifth, use time to accomplish your goals. No one
can really manage time, what you really manage is
yourself. Are your actions effectively moving you
toward your goal? If not, change your actions.
Develop the habit of making some progress. It will
add up to a successful conclusion.

Sixth, stay centered. If you are saving so that you
can provide a second home for your family, don’t
alienate the ones you love so that they don’t want to
be with you. Eliminate dead time like television
watching so that you can spend more time with your
family. Plan to attend children’s events. One day, all
too soon, they will be out on their own.

Finally, expect problems. Nothing good is
accomplished without hard work. Problems are a
normal part of any successful project. Overcoming
them is just one step on the way to achieving your
goals.

With a clear goal and good follow up you can
achieve your goals. ★

Glenn Dottolo, manager of Gulf Coast Bank &
Trust’s Kenner Branch Office on Williams
Boulevard, offers twenty-two years of full service
banking to his customers. Dottolo can be contacted
at 565-3656. Visit Gulf Coast Bank & Trust’s web
site at www.gulfbank.com.

Spending plans - Part two

 

 

 

M. Susan M. Felder, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

4134 FLORIDA AVENUE, SUITE 101
KENNER, LOUISIANA  70065

(504) 469-6333
Office Hours By Appointment

Emergencies taken daily • New patients welcome.
Visa, Master Card, Discover Card accepted.

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941

Fax (504) 888-8120

Interested in helping
Kenner’s helpless?

Call Kenner Cares
468-7823

VOLUNTEER • DONATE •
ANSWER A PRAYER

Banking★ ★

DAY OF REFRESHMENT FOR WOMEN
A special Day of Refreshment for Women is being sponsored by the Catholic Charismatic

Renewal of New Orleans (CCRNO) on Saturday, July 9, 2005, from 10:00 am to 3:30 pm
at St. Matthew the Apostle Parish in River Ridge. 

The theme is “I Have Loved You with an Everlasting Love”
and the main teachings will be presented by Denise Beyer and Trudy Cook.

The cost is $20 which includes lunch.
All women of the Archdiocese are invited and urged to pre-register by calling the CCRNO Office

at 504-828-1368 or by downloading a registration form at www.ccrno.org.

FRANCISCAN UNIVERSITY YOUTH CONFERENCE BUS TRIP
The Catholic Charismatic Renewal Office of the Archdiocese of New Orleans (CCRNO) 

is sponsoring a bus trip to Franciscan University Summer Youth Conferences.
The bus trip will be from July 14-18, 2005.

This year’s theme is “Experience the Glory.”
Since 1988, over 3000 students from the New Orleans area have attended these 

conferences under the auspices of CCRNO.

This trip is chaperoned and open to all high school age students.
Total cost per person is $350 and covers transportation, registration, meals and housing for the

conference. Groups from parishes and schools are welcome. 

Busses are filling and registrations are being accepted immediately.
For more information, contact the Catholic Charismatic Renewal Office,

by phone at 828-1368 or email at info@ccrno.org.

Catholic Charismatic Renewal of New Orleans
(CCRNO)
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Entertainment★ ★

Treasure Chest Casino July 2005 entertainment lineup
Tuesday, July 5
John T. & The Blues
Movement/Tordown
7:00 p.m. until

Wednesday, July 6
Ladies Night
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Kevin & Friends/
The Alleycats
7:00 p.m. until

Thursday, July 7
Ritmo Caribeno
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.

Friday, July 8
Karaoke
6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Jean Knight & The
Knights of Rhythm
9:30 p.m. until

Saturday, July 9
Hard for the Money
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

BRW
9:30 p.m.–1:30 a.m.

Sunday, July 10
Bobby Cure & The
Summertime Blues
1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

Blue Eyed Soul
6:30 p.m.–10:30 p.m.

Monday, July 11
Metal Rose
7:00 p.m. until

Tuesday, July 12
Harvey Jesus & Fire
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.

Wednesday, July 13
Ladies Night
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Mustang Sally
7:00 p.m. until

Thursday, July 14
Mustang Sally
7:00 p.m. until

Friday, July 15
Karaoke
6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Orleans
9:30 p.m.–1:30 p.m.

Saturday, July 16
Partly Cloudy
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Stormy
9:00 p.m.–2:00 a.m.

Sunday, July 17
Jay Zainey Orchestra
1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

Batiste Brothers Band
6:30 p.m.–10:30 p.m.

Monday, July 18
3rd Echo
7:00 p.m. until

Tuesday, July 19
Frank Fairbanks/
John V. Kelly & The
Allstars
7:00 p.m. until

Wednesday, July 20
Ladies Night
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

The Heatwaves
7:00 p.m. until

Thursday, July 21
Kingsroe
7:00 p.m.–11:00 p.m.

Friday, July 22
Karaoke
6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

The Wiseguys
9:30 p.m.–1:30 a.m.

Saturday, July 23
Private Party
7:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m.

Batiste Brothers
Band/Stan Wayne’s
Heart & Soul
10:00 p.m. until

Sunday, July 24
Harvey Jesus & Fire
1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

Sharon Martin
6:30 p.m.–10:30 p.m.

Monday, July 25
Chee Weez
7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, July 26
Batiste Brothers Band/
The Moonlighters
featuring
Samirah Evans
7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, July 27
Ladies Night
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Rockin’ Jerry &
Spice of Life/Funk?
7:00 p.m. until

Thursday, July 28
Lionel Robinson &
City News featuring
Julie Simpson/

Vieux Carre 
7:00 p.m. until

Friday, July 29
Kamikaze Karaoke
6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Chris Gray
9:00 p.m. until

Saturday, July 30
iRoc
5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

Summer Breeze
9:30 p.m.–1:30 p.m.

Sunday, July 31
Harvey Jesus & Fire
1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.

Esplanade
6:30 p.m.–10:30 p.m.
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All performances are on Saturdays at
11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.

July 2 & 9
Phil Melancon & Mack the Spoon
“Workin’ Up A Song!”

July 16
Musician Davis Rogan
“R & Bee Bop Hop”

July 23
Dulcimer Guy - Mike Anderson
“Strummin’, Singin’, Storytellin’ ”

July 30
Magician Irwin Royes
“Midsummer Magic”

Castle shows are suggested for children
ages five and older. Admission is $3.50 per
person (ages two and older). For reserva-
tions and information call 468-7231, exten-
sion 220, Tuesday through Saturday, from
9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., or contact the
Castle directly at 712-9861, on Saturday
from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Children’s
Castle is located at 501 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner’s Rivertown. ★

Cool down at the Children’s Castle

Mayor Phil Capitano, under advise-
ment from city legal counsel, is cautioning
residents regarding letters they may have
recently received in the mail concerning a
“Mortgage Protection Program.”

The letter touts “Mortgage Protection
Specialists” with the words “Kenner City
Dept. of Comm. Dev.” in a large font.
According to Capitano, “Neither the city
of Kenner nor the Kenner Department of

Community Development is in any way
affiliated with this program.” Capitano
says residents are under no obligation to
participate in this or any other mortgage
protection program. The matter has been
brought to the attention of the state attor-
ney general’s office.

Residents with questions regarding
this matter should call Angela Heath in the
mayor’s office at 468-7240. ★

Kenner officials caution residents
about mortgage protection program

The Kenner Professional Women’s
Association (KPWA), an organization for
professional men and women, will hold their
monthly meeting on Tuesday, July 19, 2005
at a new site, the Radisson New Orleans
Airport Hotel located at 2150 Veterans
Boulevard in Kenner. Networking with
members begins at 11:30 a.m. followed by
lunch at noon. The guest speaker will be
Eddie Esposito, a business training coach.
Call 962-3930 no later than noon on Friday,
July 15, 2005 to make luncheon reservations.

On August 18, 2005, the KPWA’s gener-
al membership luncheon will feature
Congressman Bobby Jindal as guest speaker.
Individual seating is available on a reserved
basis for $30 per person, and tables of eight

for the event will be offered at a rate of $225.
The deadline for all reservations is August 1.
For more information or to make a reserva-
tion, call Marcel Lashover at 461-0569 or
388-8891.

In other KPWA news, Brenda
Christiansen was recently chosen as member
of the month. Christiansen, a certified public
accountant and current treasurer for the
KPWA, has been a member of the organiza-
tion since 2003. A manager of the Law Firm
Services Division for the C.P.A firm of
LaPorte, Sehrt, Romig and Hand,
Christiansen attended Louisiana State
University where she received her degree in
accounting. ★

KPWA activities for July

Community★ ★
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By LaDEAN RADA

Now is the time to arrange the ulti-
mate fall tour trip, which will give you
something to look forward to after a
long, hot summer.

Start your tour by flying to Boston
and beginning your journey in “Bean
Town.” Plan your trip in mid-September
through mid-October in order to enjoy
the best fall scenery colors. You can plan
on about six full days of sightseeing.
From Boston you will journey to
Deerfield, a National Historic District.
There you can enjoy a nice lunch at the
historic Deerfield Inn, built in 1884. You
will travel through valleys of unspoiled
New England villages as you make your
way to Stockbridge to visit the Norman
Rockwell Studio and Museum. You will
stay overnight in Pittsfield, nestled in
the heart of the Berkshire Hills.
Remember, someone else is doing the

driving for you…you are just sitting
back, relaxing, and enjoying the pictur-
esque scenery. From Pittsfield you will
head north to Stowe to visit the nearby
Shelburne Heritage Park, a fascinating,
45 acre outdoor museum depicting early
New England life. And a must….the
famous Ben and Jerry’s Ice Cream fac-
tory, nestled in the heart of the Green
Mountains, for a guided tour. You will
stay overnight in Stowe, a favorite
mountain resort.

From there you will make your way
to North Conway to visit an actual
maple syrup farm. There will be a short
break in Montpelier, Vermont’s capital,
then on to New Hampshire’s White
Mountains to visit a great historic lodge,
the Mountain View Grand Resort. At
Pinkham Notch you will board the
Wildcat Mountain gondola for a
thrilling ride to the 4,397-foot summit.
You will continue traveling through the
densely wooded, lake-strewn landscape
of Maine and arrive in Kennebunkport,
with time to explore the quaint shops
and galleries of Dock Square. Here you
will end your Fall Foliage Getaway. Now

you will take a scenic drive along the
rocky coastline of Maine to
Massachusetts with a call at Salem,
infamous for the largest witch hunt in
American history, to end your tour in
Boston where you can stay a few extra
nights or head home.

Call your travel agent to arrange this

trip now, as it is a highly desirable and
seasonal event. ★

LaDean Rada is owner of and agent
for Rada’s World of Travel, located at
903 Williams Blvd. LaDean Rada can be
reached at 467-9450, by fax at 465-
9822 or via email at radatvl@aol.com.

Fall foliage getaway

Travel★ ★

Cool Down at the
Children’s Castle

All performances are on Saturdays at 11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.

JULY 2 & 9
Phil Melancon & Mack the Spoon — “Workin’ Up A Song!”

JULY 16
Musician Davis Rogan — “R & Bee Bop Hop”

JULY 23
Dulcimer Guy - Mike Anderson — 
“Strummin’, Singin’, Storytellin’ ”

JUNE 25
Magician Irwin Royes — “Midsummer Magic”

Castle shows are suggested for children five and older.
ADMISSION - $3.50 per person (ages 2 & older)

Call 468-7231 ext. 220 Tues.-Sat. 9am - 5pm or contact the 
Castle directly at 712-9861 9am - 2pm for reservations and information.

The Castle is located at 501 Williams Blvd. in Kenner’s Rivertown.

Cannes Brûlee Native American Village
TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.  •  MAY 2005

JULY 2
Tom Varnado, Choctaw/Cherokee—Ancient tools and Miniature houses

JULY 9
Margo Rosas, Choctaw—Working with Rawhide

JULY 16
Rose Behan, Eastern Cherokee—Pine Needle Basketry

JULY 23
Donna Pierite, Tunica-Biloxi—

Storytelling, Songs, Dances, Chockcherry Necklaces

JULY 30
Rose Behan, Eastern Cherokee—Loom Beadwork

NATIVE AMERICAN VILLAGE AT THE WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES MUSEUM
415 WILLIAMS BLVD. • (504) 468-7231 • www.rivertownkenner.com

These programs are supported 
by a grant from the Louisiana Division 

of the Arts, Office of Culture, Recreation
and Tourism, in cooperation with the

Louisiana State Arts Council 
as administered by the 

Arts Council of New Orleans.

Ryan’s Lawncare
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

MOST
LAWNS

$25

Lawn Cutting • Weedeater Trimming
Hedge Trimming • Edging 

• Tree Trimming

259-5011
Locally Owned & Operated 

by Ryan Bellaci

Free Estimates
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By BOBBY JINDAL
United States Congressman
Louisiana’s 1st Congressional
District

Six months ago, I took the oath of
office to become a new member of the
United States Congress. I have been
reflecting a bit since November’s elec-
tion. There has been much to look for-
ward to as well, but it was a great honor
to be elected to represent the First
District – including Kenner – in
Congress.

Two stories come to mind from these
past few months that, to me, sum up the
experience.

America is the land of opportunity.
My father is one of nine children –

the first and only one to go to high
school, much less college. His is a true
American success story, proving that
through hard work and education any-
one can live the “American Dream.” He
and my mom worked hard and made

many sacrifices so that their children
could have a better quality of life right
here in Louisiana.

Only in America could a regular guy
like my dad have the opportunity to
meet the leader of his country. This is
one of the stories that comes to mind.
My father was in Florida last year work-
ing on the effort to rebuild following the
string of hurricanes that struck the
region. While everyone was working,
the President arrived to survey the dam-
age and lend encouragement to the
workers. He met my father.

They had a great conversation – and
took a picture in their baseball caps and
jeans – like two old friends. I must
admit, however, that I did let out a bit of
a gasp when my mother told me over the
phone about their encounter. My father
asked the President if he knew who
Bobby Jindal was, and the President was
very gracious and complimentary in his
answer. They talked for a while, took the
now infamous picture, and my father left
with a huge smile on his face. I saw the
President later at a reception and he
came over to me saying, “Jindal, I met
this guy in Florida...”

The moral of the story is that the

“American Dream” is alive and well. I
ran because I believe in that “Dream” –
that hard work and education can take
you anywhere you want to go – and I
will do everything I can to make sure
that the “American Dream” is alive and
well for my children and all of
Louisiana’s children. We have some
work to do to rebuild that “Dream”
within the borders of Louisiana, so
those same children do not have to look
elsewhere to find work when they grow
up.

The other story I think about
involves my daughter. She’s three now,
and with every passing day I am appre-
ciating my parents more and more; it is
amazing how much smarter they
become the older I get. It is also amaz-
ing how the same strict parents have
become such lenient grandparents!
Recently, her grandmother took a break
from giving her candy and tried to teach
her about my new job. She asked, “What
does your daddy do?” My daughter
responded, “He’s a Congressman,”
before running away to play with her
toys.

But then she came running back into
the room, with a quizzical look on her

face and asked, in all seriousness, “But
he’s still my Daddy, right?”

I am still her daddy. I am still a hus-
band and I am still a son. I work in
Congress, though I come home to
Kenner every week to see my family,
and to help the people of Louisiana, not
myself. In case I ever start to forget, I
know my daughter will remind me.

I am proud that both my father and
daughter were there to watch me taking
the oath of office. I look forward to the
challenges of Congress and I look for-
ward to serving the people of Louisiana.
My office doors will always be open;
please stop in and see me some time. ★

Congressman Bobby Jindal’s 1st
Congressional District covers Jefferson,
Orleans, St. Charles, St. Tammany,
Tangipahoa and Washington Parishes.
Congressman Jindal has offices locally
and in Washington, D.C. and can be
reached via his Southshore office at
3525 North Causeway Boulevard, Suite
1020, Metairie, Louisiana, 70002 or
837-1259. Constituents can also write
to Congressman Jindal directly at
www.house.gov/Jindal.

Government★ ★

The “American Dream” in Louisiana
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Originally founded in New Orleans in
1885, L.A. Muhleisen and Son Funeral
Home first came to Kenner in 1949, operat-
ing on the corner of Compromise and 10th
Street. Its presence in the community
marked progress for a city that, in the earlier
part of that same century, had funeral prac-
tices which could be considered as cumber-
some.

“In earlier decades, when there was a
death in Kenner, a special wicker basket
would be used to transport the deceased by
hand car to New Orleans,” Muhleisen
explained.

In 1959, following a decade in south
Kenner, the funeral home moved to the loca-
tion in the Rivertown photograph, its present
site on Williams Boulevard. After a fire in
1991, that home was rebuilt in 1993.

Today, L.A. Muhleisen and Son still car-
ries on a tradition in Kenner as a full service
funeral home that serves all faiths and ceme-
teries.

“We pride ourselves on the fact that we
are one of the last family owned funeral
homes on the East Bank,” Muhleisen said.
“It makes a difference when your name is on
the sign outside.”

Family is indeed important to L.A.
Muhleisen and Son. While father Louis
serves as the fourth generation funeral direc-
tor, his three children have also become part
of a long standing legacy. Daughter Melissa
Ganotte and son, Edward Muhleisen, both
serve as funeral directors while daughter
Stephanie O’Brien works in the company’s
administration.

One aspect that Muhleisen attributes his
business longevity to is the way with which
families who come to them in need are treat-
ed by him and his staff.

“Our mission is to assist people when
death enters their lives by helping them to
care for their deceased with dignity. This
requires compassion, sensitivity, patience,
and a deep commitment. When we do this
successfully, it is with a great personal satis-
faction that we see people take their first
steps back to a normal life,” Muhleisen said.

In addition to offering relatives, friends,
and neighbors a place to gather and share

memories of a loved one, L.A. Muhleisen
and Son provides traditional funerals, crema-
tion services, memorial services, grave side
services, committal services, and more.

“Because of today’s mobile society, we
are called upon almost daily to prepare
remains for shipment domestically and inter-
nationally. And, of course, we also do the
reverse and receive remains from out of town
for local burial as well. We assist people in
pre-planning and pre-arranging their funeral
and offer products by which these pre-
arranged funerals can be pre-funded and
guaranteed. We also assist families in filing
for any death benefits that they may be enti-
tled to receive.”

In an effort to give back to the communi-
ty it has called home for over half a century,
several years ago L.A. Muhleisen and Son
began hosting a public “Christmas Service of
Remembrance” at the Pontchartrain Center
as a way for people to remember their loved
ones who have died and at the same time to
try to provide them with a source of strength
and inspiration throughout what may be an
emotionally difficult holiday season. “This
will be our sixth year,” Muhleisen said. “Last
year we hosted over 700 people. I think that
this demonstrates a need for what we are
doing with this event.”

L.A. Muhleisen has also initiated what it
calls its “Fallen Heroes” policy.

“If a Kenner police officer or Kenner
fireman is killed while in the line of duty, we
provide a funeral for them at no charge,”
Muhleisen said, adding that it is all a part of
helping to take care of a place that he loves.

“We have been in Kenner for a long
time,” Muhleisen said. “The Christmas serv-
ice and the “Fallen Heroes” policy are just
two of the ways that we seek to give back. I,
personally, live and work in Kenner. This city
means a lot to me.” ★

L.A.MUHLEISEN
(continued from page 1)

Kenner Funeral Home in 1949 at the corner of Compromise Street and 10th Street.

remarkable athlete who started in martial
arts at age five and, between his natural
abilities and total focus and determination,
has turned himself into one of the world’s
best in his age group. What’s really exciting
is that his potential is just endless. We call
him ‘Scottie Too Hotty’ Zimmerman.”

SCOTTY ZIMMERMAN
(continued from page 1)

Chung, a world champion, is a member of
the “Black Belt Hall of Fame,” along with
Chuck Norris and Bruce Lee, and privately
tutors martial arts students from all over the
world.

Zimmerman is the son of Scott and
Stephanie Zimmerman. His father is the
owner of Scotty’s Tire & Automotive store
on Williams Boulevard. His mother says of
her son, “We didn’t expect anything like
this when Scotty was first attracted to the
martial arts at age five. But he loved it,
especially the athletic and gymnastic
aspects, and would work on his techniques
for hours on his own. Soon, I told his father,
‘You’ve got to come see this. You’re not
going to believe what your son can do.’”

Chung says that young Zimmerman can
do 200-degree “banana splits” with his
body and is a member of the 1,000 sit-up
club in Chung’s “Sidekick” organization.
Zimmerman won his Black Belt in 2003 at
the age of 10.

Chung says Zimmerman’s specialties
are in the martial arts “Form” category,
which is analogous to compulsory pro-
grams in gymnastics, and is one of the
world’s best in his age group at exercise
programs using martial arts weapons.

But, his father, who once played foot-
ball and ran track at Rummel High School,
says what pleases his parents the most is
that their son has managed to become a
world-class athlete while maintaining an
“A” average in school. Zimmerman attend-
ed St. Paul’s Episcopal School in New
Orleans for the first six grades and begins

at Metairie Park Country Day School in
September.

For Scotty Zimmerman, martial arts
have been “lots of fun. The work is hard but
it’s very enjoyable. I think I have some nat-
ural ability and my coaches say that I have
the gift of total focus, so I guess that helps
a lot too.”

For three consecutive years, in addition
to his national and international martial arts
trophies, Scotty’s academic achievements at
St. Paul’s have won him scholarships from
the World Cup Martial Arts Organization.

Chung says it’s very rare in any sport to
find one as young as Scotty who combines
world-class athleticism, scholastic achieve-
ment, total focus in whatever he happens to
be doing and a “niceness of spirit that keeps
him level-headed and pleasant to be
around.”

For his part, Scotty is hoping that he can
win a National Overall Championship in
karate. “That’s my major goal at the
moment,” he says. Chung says, barring
injury, that is almost a certainty. “Scotty’s
parents may have to build another home to
accommodate all the trophies and medals
their son is going to accumulate,” he says.

Chung says anyone who looks at Scotty
Zimmerman and imagines that someone so
slight might be a pushover would be in for a
big surprise. He says that earlier in his
career Zimmerman participated in karate
sparring events and excelled. “Scotty might
be four feet eight inches tall and 85 pounds,
but he is every inch a poised international
athlete,” says Chung. “I just love him.” ★
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steps.”
With the oldest of its members, Alberta Joseph,

having worshipped at Pilgrim for over 96 years, it is
apparent that this particular church congregation has a
wealth of teachers to demonstrate how to live a good
life. 

Deacon Charles Wilson, Sr., for example, still
recalls advice that he was given as a young man and as
the new member of Pilgrim’s Deacon Board.

“During my training, Deacon Edward Boyd said
something to me that I will never forget. He said,
‘Young man, when you come into a house, always
choose the lowest seat. When you go to the highest
seat, you have no room to grow.’That is something that
I follow to this very day,” Wilson said.

Growth has indeed been a significant part of
Pilgrim’s past, in many ways mirroring the develop-
ment of the city that it serves. Founded in Kenner on
April 10, 1851, the Pilgrim Baptist Church first pur-
chased property on December 2, 1891, on Fourth
Street, which is now known as Lloyd Price Avenue, for
the purpose of constructing its first home. After fire
destroyed their original church building on April 9,
1923, the congregation began to build a second church
on August 9, 1923. Under the direction of the Reverend
Richard Wilson, Sr., the tenth elected pastor of the
Pilgrim Baptist Church, the remodeling of the church
located on 1900 Lloyd Price Avenue, formerly known
as Fourth Street, was undertaken and completed in
early 1956. After what one member describes as a peri-
od of “critical outgrowth,” Reverend Wilson further
initiated the purchase of the church’s present site,
located on 2114 Reverend Richard Wilson Drive.

The first dedication of the present church site was
celebrated October 26 through November 1, 1986.
According to church documents, on the first day of that
week, the congregation assembled at the former church
site for a prayer of thanksgiving and a reading of the
church history. The “Pilgrims” then marched to their
new church, led by Reverend Richard Wilson, Sr.,
while singing the hymn “We’re marching to Zion,
Beautiful Zion.”

Deacon Wilson, a church member since 1963,
recalled a powerful personal moment from that chapter
in the church’s story.

“On the day that the new church was complete and
the march to the new site was going to take place, I was
in charge of putting up the ribbons that were to be cut.
I remember waiting at the new church, when suddenly
the congregation turned and began walking down the
street toward me with their voices raised in song. It was
electrifying.”

Church member, Alea Howard, also recalled the
events of that day.

“There was excitement in the air,” Howard said.
“People were enjoying themselves, and at the same
time were anxious to get to the new site for our first
service together. On that day, I realized how far we had
come.”

Some aspects of this faith community, however,
have never changed. With an official motto of “Enter
To Worship and Depart To Serve,” since its inception,
the concept of caring has always been important to
Pilgrim’s members, who reach out to both the congre-
gation and the surrounding community. 

“Everyone is welcome at the Pilgrim Baptist
Church. We’re a church that loves all people,” Pilgrim
Board Chairman, Aaron Harris said. “Our job is to
serve the community, both with their spiritual growth
as well as meeting their secular needs. If we can lend a

hand to someone that needs help – that’s what we are
here to do.”

Among several organized efforts that Pilgrim
undertakes to reach out to the community are the
church’s Deacon Board, Home Mission, and the
Communion Committee, which perform functions
such as ministering to the sick, and also providing
resources such as funds for utilities and food baskets.

“We will help anyone who comes in off the street
and asks for our assistance,” Charles Wilson said.
Additionally, Pilgrim’s Street Witness Outreach seeks

to minister to the spiritual needs of those in Kenner by
bringing the message of the Gospel to them directly.

In building upon such a rich past and tradition, one
might wonder what the future might hold for the
Pilgrim congregation, which enters its 154th year this
month. While Pilgrim has no immediate plans to
expand or relocate its physical plant, church leader, the
Reverend Mitchell J. Stevens, Sr., is confident that, as
its history proves, Pilgrim will continue to be guided
by a Higher hand. 

“We’re in the midst of a rededication and a renew-
al of our church. Our goals are to renew the hearts and
spirit of the people who worship here, and to bring a
sense of unity among the congregation. If we accom-
plish that, it could bring a sense of love into the com-
munity. We will wait and see what the Lord does and
what He has in store,” Reverend Stevens said.

Board Chairman Aaron Harris agrees that Pilgrim’s
future is in God’s hands and that whatever He calls
them to do, they will obey.

“The future of Pilgrim is in God’s hands; we don’t
know where the Holy Spirit will lead us. But our pur-
pose is to do His will, whatever it is.”

No matter what the future holds, however, congre-
gation members find comfort in the resource that they
have in one another.

Jackson, the church historian, personally expressed
what she found to be the most interesting aspect of
Pilgrim’s 154 years.

“It is the fact that no matter what our church has
faced in the past, we are still standing and still strong.
Our congregation is a single family. We look out for
one another,” she said. ★

PILGRIM BAPTIST CHURCH
(continued from page 1)

Church officials pictured in the front row, from left to
right are Church Secretary Samuel White, Senior Pastor
Reverend Mitchell J. Stevens and Deacon Charles
Wilson Sr. Shown in the back row, from left to right are
Church Parliamentarian Willie McLaurin, board chair-
man Aaron Harris, Deacon James Johnson, Treasurer
Oliver Baker, Co-chairman Charles Torrence, Deacon
Rhosus Eckles, and Deacon-in-training Ulysses
Washington. Not pictured are Deacons Ed Baker, Paul
Long, Lawrence Robichaux, and Bruce Seymore.

Laketown, says, “These improvements will mean more
parking, more green space, and more public facilities,
such as picnic tables and benches. While we are plan-
ning to add to the improvements being made in this
phase, I really believe that we are already very close to
having one of the finest public facilities adjacent to a
lake that can be found in Louisiana.”

Included in the current phase of work is construc-
tion of a new lighted concrete parking lot with marked
parking spaces that can accommodate vehicles towing
boats. Also underway is new grass sod for a major por-

tion of the peninsula, along with landscaping and a
new irrigation system. Additional recreational
improvements will include the installation of new side-
walks and four new shelters, each measuring more than
20 feet, along with new benches and tables.

“When this is completed,” says Councilwoman
Black, “Laketown will have more than 10 acres of
green space.”

“Our future projects under consideration include a
stepped-concrete seawall, a bike path and an outdoor
amphitheater,” Mayor Phil Capitano added.

The work has been awarded to M. Natal Contractor
of Slidell with an assigned contract time of 150 days
for completion. The deadline for completion is
November 10. ★

More parking, more green space and more public facilities will be coming to Laketown. Kenner city officials and
project engineers join Mayor Phil Capitano, center, at a groundbreaking ceremony for the $1.3 million Laketown
area improvement project.

LAKETOWN IMPROVEMENTS
(continued from page 1)
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By ED CLANCY

The revelation that a guy named
Mark Felt was the mysterious Deep
Throat of the Watergate scandal was not
as big a deal to me as it might have been
to a lot of other people. Over the years I,
frankly, have had very little interest in
who he was because I had already met
Deep Throat. No, not Mark Felt. I met
the real Deep Throat: Hal Holbrook.

It was Mr. Holbrook who played Mr.
Throat in the movie All The President’s
Men. On screen, you never really saw
his face in the full light; he was mostly
in the shadows of an underground park-
ing garage. He didn’t have a very big
speaking part either. Most of the time he
was saying, “Follow the money.”
However, he was just as instrumental in
bringing down Richard Nixon as were
Robert Redford and Dustin Hoffman.

It’s not for playing Mark Felt that

Hal Holbrook made his...uh…“mark.” It
was the other Mark that defines
Holbrook’s career. Even though Hal has
appeared in hundreds of movies and TV
shows, including a couple of well done
sit-coms, he will be remembered for
playing Mark Twain. Actually Holbrook
didn’t so much portray Mark Twain as
he channeled him. His re-creation of the
greatest American writer of the 19th
century is uncanny if not downright
spooky, in spite of the fact that no one
knows what Twain sounded like.

In 1985 Holbrook brought his one
man show, “Mark Twain Tonight,” to the
Saenger Theatre, and gave me my one
and only chance to see him in a stage
performance he had been doing since
the mid-fifties. He did not disappoint.
His performance was designed to re-
enact the lectures that Twain actually
gave all over the world in sold out the-
aters. Toward the end of his life, Twain
was forced to go on the road one more
time to pay off his debts. At one time,
Twain was judged to be the most famous
person in the world.

The day of his show at the Saenger,

Hal and his wife, actress Dixie Carter,
welcomed me to their suite at the
Pontchartrain Hotel for a radio inter-
view. Although I had interviewed many
“stars,” I was a little nervous as I had
been a Holbrook-as-Twain fan for years.
There have been many times over the
years when I was disappointed because
the object of my hero worship turned out
to be a jerk. Such was not the case with
Hal and Dixie; they could not have been
nicer. In fact Dixie wanted to know
where she could get her ears pierced in
New Orleans, so I put her on the phone
with my very surprised wife, who was a
Dixie Carter fan from the days when she
played on the soap opera The Edge of
Night. (She also later starred in
Designing Women.) Holbrook was nice
enough to continue a correspondence
with me for a couple of years after our
interview.

Recently, I’ve been trying to re-
establish contact with him because I
have a dream. In 1967, CBS produced a
TV special of “Mark Twain Tonight,”
but those tapes, which are owned by
Hal, are not in such great shape, and are

not available on VHS or DVD. My
dream is to fly Hal in to do two per-
formances of “MT” to be recorded for
PBS. The shows would be done at
Rivertown Repertory Theatre in Kenner.
Segments of the performance would be
done on board a riverboat on the
Mississippi, and they would be inter-
spersed throughout the TV production.
“Mark Twain Tonight in New Orleans,”
would not only give our area a little
more publicity, but would preserve Hal
Holbrook’s re-creation of Mark Twain
for digital posterity.

The only problem with all of this is
that Holbrook uses only the words Mark
Twain actually used in his books or in
newspaper quotes. Would it not be deli-
cious if we could have Twain’s thoughts
and comments on Richard Nixon, not to
mention... Deep Throat? ★

Ed Clancy is the host of Kenner,
Everything’s Right Here, on KTV,
Channel 76 on Cox Cable/Jefferson
Parish. Clancy can be reached via email
at Edclancy2@aol.com.

I knew Deep Throat
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