★
★

★
★

★
★

★

★

VOL. 14, NO. 3

KENNER’S COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1991

★
Nicoll’s Limousines
Provides Star Quality
Transporation Year
’Round. . . . . see page 3

★
Kenner Doubles
“Rainy Day Fund”

Lavarine vs Zimmerman In April Special Election To Fill Vacant At-Large Slot
By ALLAN KATZ
District 2 Councilman John Lavarine
III will face computer specialist Daniel
Zimmerman in a special April 2 election to
fill a vacant Councilman-at-large seat on
the Kenner City Council.
The vacancy was created when incumbent Councilman-at-large Terry McCarthy

continued on page 16

resigned to accept a position as coordinator
for Jefferson Parish’s Senior Services program.
Lavarine, a Republican, was elected to
the Kenner City Council from District 2 in
1996.
Zimmerman, a Democrat, ran for
Congress in 2004 in a race Bobby Jindal
won for the First Congressional District

DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen Of Kenner
Announces Top Trends For 2005

By ALLAN KATZ
According to the latest reports, the
surplus funds in Kenner’s treasury for
2005 have been increased to $6.3 million. Included in the new surplus funds
are $2.8 million, taken from the Police
Department surplus in a move that for a
time pitted the mayor and the City
Council against Police Chief Nick
Congemi. In addition to those funds,
Kenner Chief of Staff Phil Ramon said
there was another $1 million generated
by city departments that were under their
budgets.
Another factor in the short-term out-

DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen is located at 3632
Florida Avenue in Kenner. Pictured are owners
Sal and Kathy Faia, and Project Coordinator for
DreamMaker, Russell Marse.

Home remodeling is predicted to
have another robust year, with homeowners outspending the estimated $130
billion spent on remodeling projects in
2004, according to Kathy Faia, owner of
DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen in
Kenner.
“Our customers continue to see
remodeling as an investment rather than
an expense,” said Faia. “Whether it’s for
personal enjoyment, a return on investment down the road, or both, home
remodeling will continue to be on everyone’s wish list. And kitchens and bathrooms will remain the most popular
continued on page 24

Parents, Teachers, And Even Kids
All Love Alice Birney Elementary

Treasure Chest Casino
Announces Etland
New General Manager
Treasure Chest Casino has announced
the promotion of Kim Etland to vice president and general manager.
Etland, who is
a
former
native of Las
Vegas and no
stranger to the
casino industry, succeeds
the also newly
promoted Bill
Noonan. Prior
Kim Etland
to Noonan’s
departure to begin his new position at
Treasure Chest Casino’s parent company,
continued on page 13
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By ALLAN KATZ
At first glance, Alice Birney
Elementary School resembles a college
campus. Built in 1969, nestled in a Metairie
residential neighborhood at 4829 Hastings
Street, the attractive collection of buildings

has an inviting look.
Inside, Birney is a beautifully-maintained school that hums with the sounds of
learning. This is a school where the students
scored 100.4 on last year’s LEAP test, sec-

Dan Zimmerman

John Lavarine III

seat.
Lavarine said, “It’s been a privilege to
serve the people of District 2 for the last
nine years. I’m especially proud of the
improvements we’ve made in playground
facilities, streets and drainage in District 2.
continued on page 16

City of Kenner,
Airport In Conflict
Over Question Of
Construction Permits
Mayor Phil Capitano says that the Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport must seek conditional permits from
the city of Kenner for a $56 million runway
rebuilding project that is now underway.
Mayor Capitano and District 2
Councilman John Lavarine III, whose district includes the airport, say they aren’t trying to stop the rebuilding of the crucial runway but contend it is a matter of law; the
city of Kenner requires permits for all construction work performed in Kenner, including the airport.
Airport Director Roy Williams declined
to comment on the mayor’s request, saying
the Aviation Board that runs the airport will
consider its options.
Capitano appeared at an Aviation Board
meeting at the airport to state his demand
that Armstrong International seek the permits. Capitano did not ask for a work stoppage. The Kenner City Council, including
Lavarine, supported the mayor’s demands.
Airport and Kenner officials agree that
if the airport sought the permits, it would
probably take about six weeks to complete
the paperwork and seek final approval from
the city of Kenner. Capitano says he does
not want to stop work at the airport, but
strongly urges the Aviation Board to comply
with his request.
Airport officials say they have not
sought to get the city of Kenner’s approval

continued on page 31
continued on page 26
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From Mardi Gras To Senior Proms,
Nicoll’s Limousines Provides Star
Quality Transportation Year ‘Round
“Mardi Gras season is over,” Nicoll’s
Limousine Service owner Mike Nicoll said
with just a hint of relief in his voice. And no
wonder. In the days leading up to Fat Tuesday,
his fleet of town cars, shuttles, vans, super
stretch limousines, stretch SUV’s, including a
Hummer, a Navigator, and the state’s longest
black Excursion, had been busy around the
clock transporting the likes of carnival royalty and some of the most recognizable stars in
the world.
“We drove for Jessica Simpson and Kid
Craddock,” Nicoll recounts, mentioning that
he has an entire wall of his Kenner office
devoted to movie and music stars that he’s
brought around New Orleans during his 18
years in business.
Nicoll’s has become somewhat of a fixture on the Mardi Gras set. You will see his
cars at many of the balls in town, including
Bacchus, Endymion, Zulu, and Argus. His
limousines also can be seen carrying celebrity VIP’s to their floats on parade day. As
Nicoll explains, such a mission is not without
its challenges, however.
“Getting around New Orleans is tough
this time of year. Nicoll said. “If someone is
staying at the Royal Sonesta, for example, we
have to drop them off a block away. A transfer

from the hotel to the Convention Center can
take up to three hours.”
Nicoll adds that his drivers have become
experts at carnival traffic over the years,
learning through experience how to navigate
the hot spots of the Crescent City’s biggest
party.
Nicoll does not have much time to reflect
on his busy February, though, as the Metro
area now approaches the next round of revelry.
“From now until May we’re ready to roll
into the prom season,” Nicoll said.
The fact that renting a limousine for such
an event as a prom has become a trend comes
as no surprise to Nicoll, who observes that
such a practice provides an added layer of
safety for the passengers. “Parents want their
children to have fun, but they also want them
to be safe. When you ride in one of my cars,
you can be assured that no alcohol is permitted in the vehicle with underage passengers.”
Safety and convenience are also on the
minds of those who Nicoll’s transports during
the rest of the calendar year as well.
“During the fall, for example, we have
many out of town football fans come in who
hire us to take them to the LSU games. We
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At least
we can
make your
kitchen look
20 years
younger.
Independently owned and operated franchise.

Touching up a room or giving it a whole new look, we have everything you
need to remodel your home. Find design, functionality,
and a higher level of professionalism all in one place.
Get a better look at www.dreammaker-remodel.com
000 Anywhere Drive, Ste. 000 ~ Any City, State 00000 ~ (000) 000-0000

Making Your Remodeling Dreams Come True.®

3632 Florida Ave. • Kenner
466-3625

continued on page 8

COFFEE HOUSE
MENU
HOT MOCHAS - CAPPUCCINO
LATTÉ - CAFÉ AU LAIT
CHAI (HOT OR ICED)
COLD DRIP ICE COFFEE
SUGAR FREE ICED MOCHA
made with splenda

2 OFF

$

FRESH BAKED MUFFINS
MINI BROWNIES
BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER
•
Non-smoking atmosphere • Video Poker
Wireless Internet COMING SOON

with $10 purchase

2105 West Esplanade Avenue • 443-3720
at Williams Boulevard (Behind Popeye’s)
HOURS: MON. - THURS. 7am-10pm, FRIDAY 7am-11pm, SATURDAY 8 am - 11 pm, SUNDAY 9am - 10 pm

Nicoll’s Limousine’s is celebrating 17 years in business. Pictured are a small sample of
the cars available from Nicoll’s fleet of luxury limousines. Visit www.nicolls.com for
more.

We listen, we assess

your needs, we make it easy for
you to make legal decisions.

Kenner To Celebrate 150 Years
The city of Kenner will be celebrating
its 150 year of existence with a
Sesquicentennial Birthday Celebration on
Wednesday, March 30, 2005 in the Belle
Grove Plantation Room of the
Pontchartrain Center. The general public is
invited to attend the event, which begins at
6:00 p.m. Admission is free and doors will
open at 5:30 p.m.
On March 2, 1975, on the occasion of
the city’s 120th birthday, then Mayor
Joseph Yenni placed a time capsule in the

foyer floor of Kenner City Hall and sealed
it with a ceremonial engraved bronze plate.
The capsule was to be opened 30 years
later during Kenner’s Sesquicentennial
year. A special showing of the opening of
the time capsule will be shown during the
birthday party celebration. Memorabilia
from throughout Kenner's history will be
on display.
For more information on Kenner’s history, visit the city’s timeline web site at
www.kenner.la.us/history.html. ★

• Wills - Trusts - Successions
• Real Estate Closings
• Business Law

M LF

Melchers Law Firm

Estate Planning • Real Estate • Business Law
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner
James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law
Kathy Melchers, Administrator

(504) 467-1092
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From the Editor
If We Really Thought About It, Would We Be Nicer

By ALLAN KATZ
As far as I know, Aaron Broussard,
Harry Lee and Diane Roussel don’t believe
in the tooth fairy and haven’t believed in
Santa Claus in a long time.
So why are these three very smart, talented and realistic individuals such big
fans of an idealistic idea known as a
Community of One? Do they think the
Easter Bunny is going to put a quarter
under their pillows?
Of course, Broussard is the president
of Jefferson Parish. Lee is the secondlongest serving sheriff in the history of
Jefferson. And, Roussel is an exceptional,
gifted superintendent of public schools in
Jefferson who is doing an outstanding job.
A Community of One is an initiative
that asks each of us to consciously, know-

★

★
★

★

★
★

★

★

ingly and intentionally exhibit good character, respect for others, courtesy, honor,
personal integrity, fairness and accountability in our daily lives – even if we happen
to be in a horrible mood and everything
has gone wrong in the last 24 hours.
The truth is that neither Broussard,
Lee, nor Roussel are naive or caught up in
a fantasy. They just think that if we really
try, all of us can be a little nicer to ourselves and others who cross our paths.
And, at the risk of being laughed at,
they’ve gone public and asked Jefferson
residents to become part of a Community
of One.
It all began with Roussel deploring the
fact that so many children entering
Jefferson public schools hadn’t been taught
the rudiments of decent personal conduct
at home. It really wasn’t the kids’ fault. If
you don’t know the meaning of respect,
courtesy or tolerance, how can you be
respectful, courteous or tolerant?
Roussel began to wonder if these concepts could be taught in elementary
schools. She found a collaborator in for-

a Community of One. You might even want
to try some of the concepts that a
Community of One stresses. Of course, if
it doesn’t work for you, there’s no one to
stop you from resuming the old impatience, discourtesy and rudeness that passes for personal behavior in much of
American life.
If you’d like to know more about a
Community of One, you may want to call
813-6286 for more information. Maybe I
will too. What have we got to lose?
Dan Zimmerman Challenges
John Lavarine
It isn’t unfair to say that Dan
Zimmerman is a considerable underdog in
his race against District 2 Councilman
John Lavarine III for the vacant
Councilman-at-Large seat on the Kenner
City Council.
Zimmerman, who seems to be a very
nice fellow, has run once for public office
and was swept away by the Bobby Jindal
juggernaut in the race for the First
continued on page 11
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mer teacher Bonnie Louque who had created just such a program, called Character
Links. Sheriff Lee, who has long wondered
if teaching children good behavior might
save them from bad behavior later in their
lives, was fascinated, and agreed to underwrite the project in Jefferson Parish public
elementary schools.
Now in its third year, Character Links
seems to have been a great success. Up
stepped Parish President Broussard, the
former mayor of Kenner, who wondered if
an adult version of Character Links, called
a Community of One, might help change
some people’s behavior.
And that’s where we are now. In most
of our rushed, exasperating and demanding
lives, we’ve been conditioned to act rudely,
impatiently and with great discourtesy. But
does it have to be that way? There was a
time in America, about 40 or 50 years ago,
in a less rushed time, when most people
treated one another, comparatively speaking, with great courtesy, patience and caring. Could it be that way again?
You might want to find out more about
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By JEFF CROUERE
Several state lawmakers are upset with
the current set of ethics laws. They want to
raise a $100 limit on what lobbyists can
spend on tickets to sporting and cultural
events that are given to elected officials.
The better seats, including suite tickets,
cost significantly more than $100. One
State Representative lamented the limit,
saying, “It basically prohibits you from sitting anywhere you can see the game.”
Would it really be so bad to sit among
the common folks in the “cheap” seats?
How out of touch are our politicians? The
bottom line is that politicians are getting
free tickets to games, regardless of the type
of tickets, while many hard working fans
do not have the opportunity or means to
purchase them.
State
Representative
Charlie
Montgomery (D-Haughton) believes that
the limit, which was set 12 years ago, needs
to be raised “to get somewhere closer to
reality.” Why does Louisiana political
“reality” always have to be one in which
our state lavishes perks on ungrateful public servants? Most Louisiana voters are
probably disgusted at these obnoxious
complaints by spoiled Louisiana politi-

cians, who are given so much, but are still
not satisfied.
Instead of raising the ticket level, a better adjustment would be to eliminate it altogether. If certain State Representatives
want to attend games, they should pay for
the tickets like everyone else does. Such a
change will allow our lawmakers to get
closer to the reality of economic conditions
in Louisiana. How can politicians
empathize with the voters when they get
free tickets to so many events? Eliminating
the ticket exemption will serve politicians
better and make them better public servants
and it will also remove another vestige of
Louisiana’s tarnished political legacy.
Our current law prohibits lawmakers
from taking gifts from lobbyists who are
trying to influence legislation. The $100
ticket allowance is an exemption to current
law. However, it is not the only one. Since
the ethics code was established in the state
constitution in 1974, it has been subject to
100 amendments.
All of these amendments make a mockery of the ethics code, which is supposed to
limit the influence of special interests and
protect the integrity of state government.
Unfortunately, we have not been too successful in that regard in this state.
Louisiana’s list of indicted and convicted
politicians is a mile long and includes a former Governor and a former State Senate
President, who are currently in jail.
Recently, we have had a former State
Representative, a former gubernatorial can-

didate, three Insurance Commissioners,
and an Elections Commissioner serve time
in jail. In addition, our Agriculture
Commissioner was charged with bribery
and other offenses, and numerous judges in
the New Orleans area have been removed
from office, indicted, or convicted for
unethical or illegal activity. There are ongoing federal investigations involving a former New Orleans mayoral administration,
the Orleans Parish School Board, and the
24th Judicial District Court in Jefferson
Parish. Who knows what other criminal
investigations are ongoing?
With a weakened ethics code,
Louisiana should have other safeguards to
protect our citizens from corruption.
However, one of the most important, the
position of Inspector General, has
remained vacant since the death of Bill
Lynch last year. Lynch served as Inspector
General for 15 years and was a tough
watchdog that had free rein to conduct
investigations throughout state government. At one time, Lynch’s office had 29
auditors, who were producing dozens of
reports per year, leading to indictments and
shakeups in state government.
While the job of Inspector General has
been vacant for a year, there have been
reports that Governor Kathleen Blanco was
interested in abolishing or severely weakening the position. At the present time, the
Governor is supposedly considering several
continued on page 12
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TeCoRo’s Celebrates First Anniversary, Many Wonderful Meals And Lots Of Happy Customers
By ALLAN KATZ
TeCoRo’s Seafood and Italian Restaurant of
Kenner is celebrating the first anniversary of
what has turned out to be one of the nicest success stories in the cuisine business.
The shared dream of three Italian sisters –
Terrie Mannina, Corliss Artus and Rosemary
Vicari – TeCoRo’s has been shaped in its first
year by lots of love and an equal measure of
hard work. The three sisters have also benefited
from the helping hand offered by Eddie
Mannina, Terrie’s husband. All of the sisters
help with the cooking. Terrie’s specialty is the
wonderful red gravy that she learned to perfect
while owning and operating her former business, a po-boy deli shop in Jefferson. Corliss,
who steadily manages the kitchen and food
preparation, specializes in producing the delicious soups, while Rosemary creates many of
the tasty oyster dishes.
“In the year since we began turning this
dream into a reality, we’ve had a few bumps in
the road,” says Terrie Mannina, “but business
has gotten better each month and we’ve met lots
of wonderful people who have become our reg-

ulars.” The way that customers become regulars
and friends of the owners at TeCoRo’s is that
they understandably fallen in love with dishes
like the charbroiled oysters, the Italian egg
rolls, the eggplant balls, the chicken and veal
parmesan and the delicious lobsters that come
charbroiled, fried, steamed or stuffed. And,
don’t forget the canola and crème Brule for
desert.
“The nicest thing about the last year is all
the people who really love our staff and our
food,” says Mannina. “It’s becoming very
apparent to us that when our customers become
our friends, good things happen for our business.”
The restaurant has become a haven for family celebrations like weddings, anniversaries
and birthdays. Adult couples also find the graciously ornate restaurant and excellent, smooth
service a pleasant getaway from work and kids.
Many customers can make a meal from the
appetizers at TeCoRo’s. A dozen charbroiled
oysters can be both irresistible and filling. The
Italian egg rolls, featuring well-seasoned Italian
sausage deep fried and basking in a delicious
marina sauce, are a joy to consume.

Chapelle Celebrates New Complex
With Ground Breaking Ceremony
Archbishop Chapelle High School,
located at 8800 Veterans Boulevard in
Metairie, recently held a groundbreaking
ceremony on February 16 at the construction site of their new Women’s Center for
Technology and the Fine Arts.
The new building will consist of six
classrooms equipped with such technologies as infrared Internet access, ceilingmounted LCD projectors and interactive
whiteboards. The complex will also provide
studio and gallery spaces for art students as
well as state-of-the-art rehearsal and a per-

formance space for choral and band programs.
The ceremony began with a welcome
from Chapelle President Beth M. Johnson.
After the blessing and groundbreaking,
guest speakers were Father William
Maestri, Superintendent of Catholic
Schools and Jefferson Parish Councilman
John Young. Along with faculty, students
and friends of Archbishop Chapelle High
School, a number of religious, civic, and
educational leaders were also in attendance. ★

Besides the seafood and Italian dishes,
Steak Nights on Wednesdays have become a
favorite that draws customers from throughout
the metro region.
For many TeCoRo’s customers, basic dish-

es like the house version of spaghetti and meatballs are all that is required, carrying them back
to the days when their grandmother made that
dish, provided your grandmother was a very
continued on page 8

Rivertown Candy Basket
“Easter Sweet Treats”
VISIT OUR EASTER VILLAGE DISPLAY
❥ Old Fashion “Panoramic Sugar Eggs”
❥ Handmade Filled Easter Eggs
❥ Solid Chocolate Bunnies
❥ Novelty Suckers & Gifts
❥ Custom designed Easter Baskets
❥ Sugar free candies
Shipping & Delivery
325 Williams Blvd.
504/466-8916
Kenner, LA 70062
rivertowncandybasket.com

Get Up To $1,000 Cool Cash On The
World’s Smartest Air Conditioner!
Introducing the Carrier Infinity™ System – the world’s first self-monitoring, residential
air conditioning system. Designed and programmed to run a daily diagnostic check,
it actually adjusts itself to maintain maximum efficiency.

I know cooling.
I also know
savings.

You stay cooler, drier and save money with
Puron®, the environmentally sound refrigerant.
And, right now, you can get up to $1,000 Cool Cash Rebate when you call
a Carrier Factory Authorized Dealer and replace your old air conditioner with
a new, two-speed Infinity™ System. Smart air conditioner. Smart deal.
• 100% Satisfaction Guarantee
• 10-Year Rust Through Guarantee
• 25% Minimum Cooling & Heating Cost Savings • 30 Times More Moisture Removal

St. Pierre’s Services Incorporated
The only Factory Authorized Dealer in the Metro New Orelans area

(985) 764-6168

•

(504) 466-9399

Puron
a registered
of&Carrier
Corporation
& Infinity is a trademark of Carrier Corporation.
Puron isisa registered
trademark oftrademark
Carrier Corporation
Infinity is a trademark
of Carrier Corporation.
Offersends
end 11/15/04.
See Carrier
Authorized
Dealer forAuthorized
details as restrictions
apply. Homeowners/occupants
Offer
5/15/05.
SeeFactory
Carrier
Factory
Dealer
for details as only.
restrictions apply. Homeowners/occupants only.

WELLS
FARGO

HOME
MORTGAGE

There is a Reason Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage is one of the Nation’s
Leading Retail Mortgage Lenders
•
•
•
•
•

Wide Selection of Conventional & Government Loans
Full Range of Affordable Home Loan Programs
New Construction & Renovation Programs
Quick Loan Decisions
Responsive Service and Professional Expertise

1900 W. Esplanade, Suite 203, Kenner, LA 70065
Mickey King
Branch Manager
504-468-4163
Participants in Chapelle's Women's Center for Technology and the Fine Arts groundbreaking ceremony included project architect Charles Montgomery, faculty representative Linda Munn, Principal Mary Beth Drez, President Beth Johnson, Superintendent of
Office of Catholic Schools Rev. William Maestri, Executive Director of Christian Formation
Rev. Neal McDermott, O.P., Councilman At-Large John Young, faculty representative Fay
Lewis, and student council president Nikki Gerdes

Donna Nold
Home Mtg. Consultant
504-468-4161

Boyce McSwain
Reverse Mortgage
504-468-4165
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We’ve Come A Long Way
By PHIL CAPITANO
Kenner Mayor
On March 2, the city of Kenner will celebrate its 150th birthday. In just a century
and a half, Kenner has grown from a small
industrial and farming town into a booming
residential suburb. And even before the
French explorers came onto the scene,
Native Americans had called this area home
for generations. So even though our history
is sometimes muted by that of neighboring
New Orleans, it is just as vibrant.
Did you know that:
Kennerville was the first town located
on the New Orleans to Jackson Railroad
Line?
The first heavyweight boxing championship fight in the south was held along the
river on May 10, 1870, with Jem Mace
defeating Tom Allen?
In 1899, the first ferry (a two-man rowboat) crossed the Mississippi River from
Kenner?

Throughout the mid-twentieth century,
half of all matchsticks used in the country
were made right here in Kenner?
This list of amazing facts goes on and
on. Just ask any longtime Kennerite and
you’ll hear stories of Italian immigrants by
the hundreds living in south Kenner, farms
and ranches in north Kenner, and Williams
Boulevard as nothing more than a two-lane,
barely paved roadway.
Whatever the tale, people love our city,
and it shows. Residents in Kenner have
shown time and again how they revel in the
good times, but show true compassion in
the hard times. Who can forget the food,
clothing and furniture donated by our citizens after the Pan Am disaster in the
Roosevelt subdivision in 1982 or the Avant
Garde Condominum fire this past year? In
the good times, it was thrilling to see thousands of people flock to the gleaming new
Esplanade Mall in 1985, or ten years later
the packed houses dazzled by the incredible
Will Rogers Follies in the brand new
Rivertown Repertory Theatre.
To celebrate this milestone, I invite
everyone to join us at the Belle Grove
Plantation Ballroom in the Pontchartrain
Center on Wednesday, March 30 at 6:00
p.m. Our ceremony includes the Kenner

Got the “Blues”… Try “Jazz”
Come dine during “Lent” with these Louisiana Seafood specialties only at
2722 WILLIAMS BLVD. • KENNER, LA 70065
468-3237

Thursday, February 24 - Friday, March 11 5PM - 10PM
Lobster…
Lobster Ravioli

A free form pasta sheet filled with a sauté of onions, mushrooms, baby spinach and
lobster finished with white wine and a sauterne butter sauce.

Lobster Crepe

A sauté of onions, peppers, shrimp, crawfish, and crab baked with ricotta and mozzarella cheese,
rolled in a crepe topped with a light lobster butter sauce and served with
Cajun house potatoes and vegetable of the evening.

Stuffed Lobster

Succulent Maine lobster stuffed with a collage of Louisiana crab,
crawfish and shrimp and topped with a lobster bisque.

Lobster and Shrimp Creole

Fresh tomatoes, onions, peppers, and celery stewed Cajun style with lobster and shrimp over rice.

Saturday, March 12 - Sunday, March 27 5PM - 10PM
Crab…
Crabmeat Ravioli

A free form pasta sheet filled with a sauté of onions, mushrooms, baby spinach and
crabmeat finished with white wine and a sauterne butter sauce.

Tuna and Crabmeat

Fresh gulf tuna blackened in a cast iron skillet, served with Cajun house potatoes,
vegetable of the evening and topped with a lump crabmeat butter sauce.

Soft Shell Crab Remoulade

A jumbo Louisiana soft shell crab served atop a corn maque choux and drizzled with a housemade remoulade.

Crab Portabella

A marinated grilled portabella stuffed with Louisiana lake crab, onions, peppers and garlic topped
with parmesan cheese and a seafood crème.

Police Department Color Guard, special
guests, and the unveiling of the contents of
the time capsule placed in the City Hall
foyer by then-Mayor Joe Yenni in 1975.
We’ll also have artifacts and memorabilia
from throughout Kenner’s history. While
you’re there, feel free to jot down your own
special Kenner memory – we’ll have special
paper and ink for the next time capsule.
Yes, we have come a long way. The ride
may have been rough at times, but the stamina, dedication and compassion of the resi-

dents of Kenner have proven that we will
continue to grow as a city, and more importantly, as a family.
If there is anything I can do for you,
please contact me at 468-7240 or kennermayor@kenner.la.us. ★
The Kenner City Council meetings are
broadcast every Friday at 7:00 p.m. immediately followed by the Spanish translation
on K-TV 76. The city of Kenner’s web site is
www.kenner.la.us.

Staying Safe On Spring Break
By NICK CONGEMI
Kenner Police Chief
Spring is
upon us and
with it comes
the opportunity for many
college
students to take
time off for
“spring break.”
Many young
people travel
to Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Texas,
or Mexico during this time. To prevent an
enjoyable experience from becoming a
dangerous one, safety must be paramount,
so certain safety precautions should be
observed.
Parents, I urge you to find out as much
as possible about where your child is
going. Be familiar with their traveling
companions and ask them to phone you
daily. Have your child create a list of home
and cell phone numbers of all group members. Remind them to travel in a group and
never alone.
If your child is driving to the destination, it is a good idea to get their vehicle
checked and/or serviced before departing
to ensure that the vehicle is properly tuned
for a few hours’ drive round trip. In case of
an auto emergency, your child should have
phone numbers of reputable local cab and
towing companies along their route. Your
child should familiarize themselves with
maps of their route and destination.
If they are staying at a hotel or condo,
remind them to park in a well-lit area close
to the lobby, lock the vehicle, and take all
valuables into the room. Luggage should
always be properly labeled with your
child’s name and address, especially during airplane travel. Recommend that your
child leave most of their money in the
hotel safe and carry only smaller amounts
of cash.
There will likely be numerous attractions your child and friends will want to
see. If directions are needed, advise them
to ask someone at the hotel rather than

asking a stranger. Being unfamiliar with
an area can cause one to appear lost or
confused, therefore it is important for your
child to stay alert and walk with a purpose.
Stress to your child the importance of
staying with their group. They should
never go anywhere alone with a stranger
or someone they just met. This is important everywhere, but one should be especially mindful in countries south of the
United States border, where abductions
are frequent.
Under no circumstances should your
child accept a drink from someone they
don’t know, as it may contain harmful and
illegal drugs such as rohypnol, the “date
rape drug.” Rohypnol, which dissolves
quickly in almost any beverage, is 10
times more potent than Valium and has
never been approved for any medical use
in the United States. A predator can place
the small, tablet-shaped pill into an unsuspecting person’s drink, and the victim typically loses consciousness in a short period of time, often with no memory of the
event. It is a good idea to observe the
drink being poured by the bartender to
ensure it has not been tampered with.
Excessive alcohol consumption can
disorient a person, making them prone to
accidents or injuries. We hear it all the
time, but please tell your kids not to drink
and drive. Believe me, you cannot stress
this enough. Advise your kids that underage drinkers are not tolerated anywhere
and police officers pay even closer attention to spring break hot spots frequented
by young people.
Remember, no matter where we go or
what we do, safety should always be of
vital concern. Please express to your child
that they can still have fun while being
safe. This is reflected by the great Mardi
Gras season we just celebrated. By communicating, parents and children can
understand the importance of the safety
measures mentioned. By being alert during well-deserved time off, your child can
still remain safe while having fun on
spring break. ★
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Airport
Airport Boosts Local Economy With $64 Million Runway
And Flood Control Project Rehabilitation Underway
By ROY A. WILLIAMS
Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport
On February 14, 2005, New Orleans
Aviation Board members and employees were
joined by representatives of the surrounding
parishes and the city of Kenner in a special
ground breaking ceremony for a major nine
month $64 million runway rehabilitation
project to repair the airport’s existing eastwest runway. This project will mean local
jobs and increased revenue for the surrounding communities. The runway was last rehabilitated more than 20 years ago.
On Tuesday, February 15, 2005, the airport closed Runway 10-28, the airport’s eastwest runway, so that Boh Brothers
Construction Company of Metairie and local
sub-contractors could begin the work of rehabilitation, which includes the removal of the
existing pavement, repair and replacement of
damaged and deteriorated runway sections
and the installation of a concrete overlay.

The project includes several other infrastructure improvements including restoring
pavement beyond the existing ends of the runway, improving lighting systems and rehabilitating connector taxiways. The New Orleans
Aviation Board made the decision that continuing to patch and fill the runway was no
longer prudent. For the long-term benefit of
the airport, the airlines and the communities
surrounding the airport, the determination
was made to proceed with a complete rehabilitation. To date, the Federal Aviation
Administration has committed more than $17
million in Federal grants to support the project. Remaining costs for the project will be
paid by bonds sponsored by airport revenue.
While the east-west runway is closed, all
aircraft operations will be required to use
Runway 1-19, the north-south runway. The
runway closure will require more flights than
usual to either arrive or depart over north
Kenner and the West Bank of Jefferson and
St. Charles parishes.
Air Traffic Control
Air traffic at Armstrong International is
controlled on site by the Tower Staff of the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).

“During the construction period, the inconvenience for some local residents will obviously be increased noise,” says Stanley
Massett, FAA New Orleans Tower Air Traffic
Manager. “Without access to one of our two
runways, we cut our options for landings and
takeoffs in half. Passengers can expect some
delays in bad weather and some residents in
north Kenner will notice additional aircraft
noise, particularly when the planes have to
make adjustments or turns to avoid bad
weather cells.”
Massett also notes that under certain high
wind conditions, some planes taking off may
also tend to drift from what might be considered the normal heading. Drifting is caused
by high winds pushing the plane. During a
crosswind take-off, the upwind wing produces more lift, which rolls the aircraft slightly toward downwind, resulting in the aircraft
drifting downwind. As the take-off roll is
started, the control column is turned somewhat into the wind. How much depends on
the strength of the wind. This puts the aileron
(a hinged flap on the rear edge of an airplane’s wing, used mainly for lateral control)
into wind in the up position, reducing the lift
the wing produces, and reducing the tenden-

cy to drift downwind. The aircraft is rotated
for take-off at a speed about five knots faster
than for a normal take-off, so that the aircraft
can break ground cleanly. This reduces the
stress on the landing gear and tires.
Massett also states that during the construction period, helicopters will be held
responsible to maneuver with flexibility
around the construction to minimize the
chance that construction materials will
become airborne by helicopter rotor action.
Flood Control Benefit from
Rehabilitation
In addition to providing a new runway for
the airport, I am pleased that this project will
also include flood protection improvements
for the city of Kenner and Jefferson and St.
Charles Parishes. During construction, portions of the East Jefferson Levee will be
raised nearly six feet to exceed design standards, ensuring flood protection for the
future. A $5 million floodgate will be
installed to close the last gap in the
Pontchartrain Levee District lake levee hurricane protection system. The airport elected to
furnish the funds for the floodgate when the
continued on page 11
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Real Estate
Don’t Forget to Ask About Restrictive Covenants
restrictive covenants tend to exert greater
control over a homeowner’s lifestyle. In
addition to standard clauses, which may
stipulate a home’s minimum size, height,
architectural style, and color schemes,
covenants often ban practices that could be
regarded as aesthetically objectionable –
such as parking RVs, boats and non-running vehicles on the property.
Covenants may additionally regulate
grass height, window treatments, holiday
decorations, walls, fences and hedges.
Some limit the number and type of pets
allowed. Very often owners are required to
make repairs within a specified number of
days of the initial notification. Depending
on a community’s location and other
unique features, restrictions may be applied
to the use of pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers and removal of dirt and trees. Owners
can be prohibited from installing solar panels, building an enclosed patio, or adding a
swimming pool. Restrictive covenants can
also prevent owners from renting the home
or operating a home business, such as
teaching music lessons or daycare. Condo
and townhouse owners sometimes face
even more rigid restrictions.
What happens when a violation occurs?
It’s up to the homeowners’ association or

By LINDA R. MARTIN
Homebuyers, especially first-timers,
may not think of asking about restrictive
covenants. These clauses dictate what can
and cannot be done to or on a property.
When buyers purchase property governed
by restrictive covenants, they consent to
conduct their lives in accordance with
those provisions.
A restrictive covenant, which is a type
of deed restriction, regulates a group of
new and existing homes or building lots.
Developers use them to preserve a development or subdivision as a model community
and control its use and appearance. Buyers
agree to the sometimes-rigid restrictions in
order to maintain the aesthetic standard set
by the developer and to safeguard the value
of their homes.
Restrictive covenants should not be
confused with local zoning and government regulations. Some covenants and zoning regulations overlap; for instance, either
can limit the height of a building. But,

Messina’s Restaurant
2717 Williams Blvd. • 469-7373

Famous Oyster Bar Since 1961

Early Bird Specials
4pm - 6pm

Homemade Spaghetti & Meatball
$8.95
Eggplant Parmigiana
$8.95

Chicken Cacciatore
$10.95

Chicken Parmigiana
$9.95

Shrimp Bordelaise
$11.95

Open on Sundays
Featuring our $15.95 four-course meal.

•

Call us for your catering needs
WEDDINGS • BANQUETS
MENUS AVAILABLE ON www.messinas-restaurant.com

individual property owners to enforce a
covenant. Local authorities cannot enforce
contractual agreements. Instead, it’s likely
that a committee would review the complaint and then notify the homeowner.
If the homeowner ignores the initial
notice, he or she might receive a notice
from an attorney. Legal action would be a
last resort.
While most homeowners enjoy the
quality of life resulting from restrictive
covenants, some covenants may prevent
you from living the life you planned.
Before committing yourself to a property,
be certain that you can live with all the
restrictions.

Ask to see a copy of the restrictive
covenants prior to taking a trip out to a
property. You may be able to eliminate the
house from your “To See” list. If the sales
professional doesn’t have the document
available initially, be certain to review a
copy of the restrictive covenants prior to
making an offer. Or, make your offer contingent on your review and approval of the
restrictive covenants. ★
Linda R. Martin is the branch manager
of the Prudential Gardner Realtors’
Williams Boulevard branch and can be
reached at 443-6464 or lmartin@prudentialgardner.com.

Government
Community Development Update
By ALFREDA ROGERS
Kenner Community
Development Director
The city
of
Kenner,
through the
Community
Development
Department,
continues to
move forward
with projects
that benefit
low to moderate income
areas. Presently, the city has four projects
which will begin construction within the
next 45 days.
The city has signed an agreement to
construct a gazebo in Rosemary Minor
Park, located in the 600 block of Taylor

Street. The gazebo will be approximately
24 feet in diameter. A notice to proceed will
be issued before the end of February to
start this project.
The improvements coming to the
Bertha L. Jackson Park, located in the 700
block of Salvador Road, will consist of the
construction of a 55 foot by 105 foot basketball court covered by a metal shelter.
This project is expected to begin construction by the end of February.
The A.P. Clay Resource Center, located
at 200 Decatur Street, will be enhanced
with the construction of a new tennis court
after the removal of an existing volleyball
court. The project is also scheduled to start
by the end of February.
Additionally, the city of Kenner is contracting to improve drainage in south
Kenner, which will help improve drainage
flow in areas that experience frequent or
excessive flooding. ★

NICOLL’S LIMOUSINES

TeCoRo’s

drop them off right in front of the stadium,
where they tailgate and take in the game.
Afterwards, we drop them off at their hotels.
We do the same thing for other events as well,
like concerts.”
Nicoll has also provided transportation for
other events around the country, as far away as
California.
“I usually send my cars to the Super Bowl
every year, regardless of where it is. One year,
I shipped all of my cars to San Diego by truck,
and then flew my drivers out behind them.”
Whether you’re a Hollywood starlet or a
high school senior, Nicolls stands out perennially as the perfect resource for your transportation needs. For more information on
Nicoll’s
Limousine
Service,
visit
www.nicolls.com. ★

good cook. The pastry chef gets credit for the
crème Brule, which many think compares with
the best versions of that dish to be found anywhere in New Orleans.
The wine list is inexpensive but well-chosen
with excellent reds and some very good white
Zinfandels.
There is live music on Fridays, Saturdays
and Sundays. Wayne Busby is a likeable vocalist. There is video poker. Reservations are
appreciated. All credit cards are accepted.
TeCoRo’s provides 45 good jobs for the Kenner
economy. The wait staff is knowledgeable, helpful and eager to serve you.
Located at 3525 Williams, one block north
of West Esplanade, TeCoRo’s has become a
great addition to the Kenner restaurant scene. ★

(continued from page 3)

(continued from page 5)
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Health
Shoulder Dislocations Part II: Surgical Management

By LUIS M. ESPINOZA M.D.
The traditional treatment for a traumatic anterior shoulder dislocation has been a
three to six week period of immobilization
followed by several months of rehabilitation, involving range-of-motion and
strengthening exercises. As mentioned in
last month’s article, patients younger than
thirty years of age at the time of their first
dislocation run the highest risk of having an
unstable shoulder that continually “comes
out of socket.” The consequences of this
recurrent instability of the shoulder include
pain, decreased activity levels, and
decreased quality of life.
Operative repairs are presently performed both arthroscopically and by using
open techniques, which utilize larger incisions. In both cases, operative repairs focus
on correcting damage to the torn shoulder
ligaments and stretched tissue to prevent
additional dislocations and help restore full
function to the shoulder.
Open shoulder repairs have traditionally
been done through incisions along the anterior (front) aspect of the shoulder which
measure anywhere from five to nine centimeters in length. To reach the underlying
shoulder joint, dissection of surrounding
soft tissue, tendons and muscles must be
performed. Once down to the level of the
joint, the loose capsule and ligaments are
tightened and secured onto the bone socket
(glenoid) with a series of anchors and
sutures. The re-dislocation rate for these
procedures is approximately three percent
and other complications from these open
repairs include nerve damage, anchor failure, and post-operative stiffness from overtightening the shoulder. An over-tightened
shoulder joint may result in painful arthritis
thus requiring additional corrective surgery.
Most recently, arthroscopic techniques
have helped define other problems associated with recurrent shoulder dislocations
such as labral tears, capsular rents, humeral
head defects, and rotator cuff defects. With
arthroscopic stabilization procedures, just a
few incisions, less than a centimeter in
length, are necessary to introduce highly
specialized instruments allowing the tissues
to be tightened and secured onto the bone.

Much like an arthroscopic rotator cuff
repair, my analogy of “building a ship in a
bottle” applies to this type of surgical technique. The space to work is often tight and
the instruments resemble long elaborate
crochet hooks to reach these deep spaces.
As with other arthroscopic procedures, the
smaller incisions and special instruments
help protect the soft tissues, tendons and
muscle, which would be violated with open
techniques. The tools used for arthroscopy
allow the surgeon to penetrate into the
shoulder joint, and, with direct camera visualization, the entire joint can be inspected
and the repair undertaken. Inspecting the
entire shoulder joint aids in the identification of any associated injuries, such as rotator cuff tears, that may occur during the dislocations. In fact, patients greater than forty
years of age tend to have an incidence of
rotator cuff tears exceeding thirty percent.
In patients older than sixty years old, the
incidence of rotator cuff tears approaches
eighty percent after a single shoulder dislocation.
Arthroscopic shoulder stabilization has
produced good results in carefully selected
patients. For example, in March of 2003,
Phil Nevin of the San Diego Padres underwent arthroscopic surgery to repair his
unstable shoulder joint. He initially injured
his left shoulder while making a diving
catch in the outfield. After completing his
post-operative rehabilitation he was able to
return to the starting lineup late that same
season.
Unfortunately, there have been reports
of unacceptably high rates of recurrence
and complications after arthroscopic stabilization of unstable shoulders. To ensure
favorable outcomes using arthroscopic
techniques, it is crucial that strict patient
selection criteria be employed as well as
meticulous operative detail in the hands of a
trained specialist. In many respects, the
ideal patient for arthroscopic stabilization is
someone with a traumatic dislocation in
which the capsular and ligamentous tissues
are of good quality for a solid repair. The
fewer the number of dislocations, the more
likely the tissue will not be excessively
traumatized, stretched or torn. Whether the
repairs are done through traditional open
incisions or with newer arthroscopic techniques, the principles remain the same.
Namely, the torn and stretched capsulolabral structures that surround the shoulder
have to be tightened and secured back onto
the glenoid (socket) to keep the humeral

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE

KENNER ST★R

head (ball) in place. Once the structural
components of the injured shoulder are
fixed, a supervised rehabilitation program
can be started to strengthen the shoulder
and optimize the results allowing the person
to resume normal activities. ★
Luis M. Espinoza M.D. is a Board
Eligible Orthopedic Surgeon practicing at
the Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine,
Physical Medicine and Reconstructive

Surgery. Dr. Espinoza serves as a consultant
for the Washington Nationals AAA affiliate
New Orleans Zephyrs baseball team. The
Orthopedic Center is a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal
care with focused expertise in shoulder,
knee, and non-surgical spine care. Offices
are located in Kenner and Metairie. For
additional information call 467-5900 or log
on to www.orthodoc.aaos.org/lespinozamd.

SINCE 1985

3535 Chateau Blvd., Suite 5

465-9590

Now your home office has a
branch right down the street.
The UPS Store!™

59¢
Color copies
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Entire month of March

4041 WILLIAMS BLVD., SUITE A-9
KENNER, LA 70065
HOURS: M-F 8:30-6:00, S 8:30 - 2:00
TELEPHONE: 504-443-2115
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Gardening

Horticulture Hints For March
By LYNNE DIMM
March is the month most consider the
beginning of spring. Its mornings begin
with sounds of birds chirping and the warm

air makes most of us want to get out and
enjoy our gardens. So, here are a few things
you can do in your garden in March. In
order to enjoy the good exercise gardening
provides and not become overwhelmed by
all the work, plan small projects one at a
time.
Fruit trees should not have buds yet, so
you can still thin out the branches by pruning them. Also, trim off some of the height

“This grilled burger (8 oz. chuck) had a GREAT SMOKY FLAVOR that honestly rivaled
some of the better burger joints in town.”
The “Unknown Food Critic”, WWL-TV
Review of Laketown Grill

Cocktails
Sandwiches

Beer
Appetizers

OPEN 24 HOURS
What goes BEST with March Madness & our
terrific LSU and Tulane Baseball teams?
OUR BURGERS AND BEER 24/7!

— Ross & Darwin Martin, owners

4041 Williams Blvd. • Kenner Winn Dixie Marketplace
Corner Vintage and Williams Blvd.

so you can reach and pick ripe fruit, such as
figs and lemons.
Mow your lawn and rake it well. Apply
weed and feed fertilizer by following the
directions on the bag. Treat ant piles or
mole cricket holes with insecticide granules or diazanon granules. If this treatment
does not do the job, then later cover the
entire area with bug killer.
Weed your garden beds and pull back
old mulch to the edge of the garden. Add
fresh soil to build the beds up and sprinkle
fertilizer over the new soil. Trim bushes that
are not getting ready to bloom and add some
new annuals. Then replace the same mulch.
Experiment by planting newer shrubs
such as lorapetulum, dwarf nandina, dwarf
garden and dwarf day lilies. For a nice
evergreen vine, you cannot beat the fragrance of the old favorite, carolina jasmine.
You can give your landscape a fresh
look by changing the shape of the beds and
the texture of the plants. Use a variety of
plants, some with round leaves, some with
spiky leaves and some runner-type plants
to alternate the look. Do the same with a
variety of colors. Clump together plants
with different colors but the same texture

for a coordinated look.
Now is a good time to plant vegetables.
There are many new tomatoes offered this
year among the old favorites. Pick from
yellow jelly bean, red jelly bean, celebrity,
Creole, fantastic, roma, super fantastic,
beefsteak, and more. You will find that
your home grown tomatoes beat store
bought for flavor any day.
Always remember to get out and smell
the roses. Let’s remember to be ever so
thankful to our people in the military serving our country. It is because they have
paid and are paying the price for our freedom, that we can open our doors and enjoy
such things as gardening. ★
Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s
Nursery, LLC, located at 27 West 27th
Street, is a registered and licensed
Louisiana horticulturist and landscape contractor, is a wholesale grower of bedding
plants and has over 30 years experience in
the industry. Lynne Dimm can be reached
via email at lynnedimm@yahoo.com, 4685467or visit Dimm’s web site at
www.lynnedimmsnursery.com.

461-0433

FAMILY DENTISTRY
CHANGE YOUR SMILE IN ONE VISIT

No Impression • No Temporary • Great for almost all teeth!

Dr. H. “Brad” Bradford III
Dr. Sandra Catchings
4420 Conlin St., Ste. 204
Metairie, LA 70006

CALL TODAY!

456-0964
These restorations are 100% Fine Porcelaink and
bonded to the teeth for superior strength.
For a free report on this fabulous technology,
call toll free 1-866-278-2885 and enter code 4002.

Join Us For An Event—
We Invite Your Membership.
THE KENNER PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION’S (KPWA)
MARCH MEETING WILL BE HELD
TUESDAY, MARCH 15, 2005
CHATEAU GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB
Advanced Reservations Required. The deadline
for reservations is noon on Friday, March 11.
For luncheon reservations call 962-3930.
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m.
Lunch at noon.

Info: 962-3930

Health

Flossing Recommended
For Good Oral Health Care
By M. SUSAN M. FELDER, D.D.S.
W h i l e
some
study
results indicate
that the use of a
mouth
rinse
can be as effective as flossing
for reducing
plaque between
the teeth, the
American
D e n t a l
Association (ADA) recommends brushing
twice a day and cleaning between the teeth
with floss or interdental cleaners once each
day to remove plaque from all tooth surfaces. Plaque is responsible for both tooth
decay and gum disease.
Regarding the studies, the authors concluded that in patients with mild to moderate gingivitis (early periodontal gum disease), rinsing twice a day with the antiseptic mouth rinse was as effective as flossing
for reducing plaque and gingivitis between
the teeth. However, the ADA recommends
flossing in addition to rinsing. The studies
did not examine whether the mouth rinse
had the same effect as floss on reducing

tooth decay or periodontitis (advanced periodontal gum disease). Flossing and interdental cleaners also help remove food
debris caught between teeth that may not be
rinsed away.
The ADA recommends the following
for good oral hygiene:
Brush your teeth twice a day with an
ADA-accepted fluoride toothpaste.
Clean between teeth daily with floss or
an interdental cleaner. Decay–causing bacteria still linger between teeth where toothbrush bristles can’t reach. Flossing removes
plaque and food particles from between the
teeth and under the gum line.
Eat a balanced diet and limit betweenmeal snacks.
Visit your dentist regularly for professional cleanings and oral exams.
Information for this article was
obtained from the American Dental
Association’s web site at www.fluoridealert.com/public/media/index.asp. ★
Susan M. Felder D.D.S. is a general
dentist who has practiced continuously in
north Kenner for over 26 years. Dr. Felder’s
office is located at 4134 Florida Avenue,
Suite 101.
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Community
Community Of One Concept Is A Good Idea Sweeping Across City Of Kenner And Jefferson Parish
By ALLAN KATZ
Kicked off on February 28 as the first of its kind in the
country, Community of One is an initiative that is gaining
momentum both in the city of Kenner and throughout
Jefferson Parish.
Supported by Jefferson Parish President Aaron
Broussard, Sheriff Harry Lee and Jefferson Public School
System Superintendent Diane Roussel, Community of One is
based on the idea that each individual has the power to make
the world a better place by emphasizing such concepts as
respect, courtesy, tolerance, good manners, caring, compassion and integrity in their daily lives.
While many people believe their behavior embodies
these concepts all the time, those who buy into the
Community of One concept say it really makes a difference
when you intentionally and deliberately go out of your way
to manifest these positive qualities in the way you deal with
everyone, from family members to strangers.
Broussard and Lee say the concept really began with
Roussel. She felt that many children were coming into the
public school system in Jefferson without any concept of
what it means to treat others with respect, or to act courteously or to be optimistic.
“Rather than just throw up our hands and blame the parents for the children’s shortcomings,” says Roussel, “I
thought there might be a way to teach these positive qualities
to schoolchildren. That’s when I found Character Links.”

Character Links is a program designed for schools by
Louisiana resident Bonnie Louque that communicates and
teaches the importance of, for example, cooperation and selfcontrol. Among those who Roussel enlisted was Jefferson
Parish Sheriff Lee, who agreed to underwrite the cost of
incorporating Character Links into elementary school curriculums.
It has been such a success in the schools that Parish
President Broussard wondered if it might not be possible for
adults to consciously adopt some of the same teachings that
children were learning in Jefferson public schools. Thus was
born Community of One, which calls on each individual to be
an example of honesty, citizenship, accountability, creativity
and compassion.
Broussard, Lee and Roussel kicked the program off at
the Alario Center on February 28. Among the Kenner residents who have stepped up to espouse the program
Community of One Vice President Kevin Delahoussaye, Ben
Zahn, who serves as secretary of the nonprofit organization,
and Jefferson Parish Public School System board member
Gene Katsanis who says whole-hearted participation in
Community of One “is a transforming experience.”
Roussel says, “The basics of Community of One are as
old as civilization and deeply rooted in every culture on
earth. In the same way that we’re trying in the Jefferson public schools to teach little boys and girls the formative lessons
about respect, courtesy and goodwill, we also believe that
many adults in the rush of their lives have also let go of these

FROM THE EDITOR

AIRPORT BOOSTS LOCAL ECONOMY

(continued from page 4)

Congressional District seat last year.
This time, he’s taking on Lavarine, who has twice
been elected to the District 2 Council seat. Lavarine is
the son of John Lavarine Jr. who was elected three
times to the Kenner City Council and the Jefferson
Parish Council before losing last year in the Jefferson
race for an At-Large seat.
None of that is to say that Zimmerman has no
chance against Lavarine. It was only a few years ago
that pundits like me were pooh-poohing the chances of
a guy named Phil Capitano in the race for the District
5 seat on the Kenner City Council. Capitano not only
won that election but hasn’t lost since and today he is,
as you know, our Kenner mayor.
The one thing that can certainly be said of Dan
Zimmerman is that he isn’t afraid to take on the big
boys. Zimmerman hasn’t had an easy race yet. ★

(continued from page 7)

Army Corps of Engineers could not. The work is expected to eliminate the need to close and sandbag Airline
Drive when waters rise during storms.
Also, the airport will donate the broken concrete and
ground asphalt from the demolition of the old runway surface to the East Jefferson Levee District. This material,
valued at $3 million, may be used to begin a shoreline protection project for Lake Pontchartrain.
We appreciate the patience of our neighbors during
this brief interruption. It is satisfying to know that this is
more than just the refurbishing of a runway and that the
finished product will have benefited our surrounding
communities in so many significant ways. ★

Roy A. Williams
www.flymsy.com

can

be

reached

basic qualities of good conduct. Our hope is that people will consciously
adopt the lessons of Community of One into their own lives. None of us
are perfect, but if we each try to be a Community of One, I promise you
that Jefferson Parish will quickly become a nicer, more caring and patient
place for all of us to live.”
For more information about Community of One, call 813-6286. ★

We are a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
great difference in the care, service and value your
family receives. If you ever have a question or would
like more information feel free to call or stop by.

at

(Peripheral Vascular Disease)

In March and April Only!
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Sports
Dr. Espinoza Chosen As Chief Orthopedic Consultant For Zephyrs
Kenner Star columnist, Dr. Luis
Espinoza, was recently presented the
2004 New Orleans Zephyrs’ team bat by
Mike Freer, A.T.C., the Houston
Astros trainer, recognizing his
service
to
the
Houston
Astros/New Orleans Zephyrs
players. Dr. Espinoza has been
chosen as the chief orthopedic
consultant for the 2005 New
Orleans Zephyrs team. The new
Washington Nationals team is
the latest Major League affiliate
of the New Orleans Zephyrs. Dr.
Espinoza is an orthopedic surgeon practicing at Murphy,
Lyons, Espinoza Orthopedic
Center for Sports Medicine
,located at 671 West Esplanade
in Kenner and 4921 Airline
Drive in Metairie.
The Orthopedic Center for
Sports Medicine has provided
orthopedic care to professional
baseball players with the New
Orleans Zephyrs over the course
of their affiliation with three
Major League Baseball organizations. Dr. Charles P. Murphy
was the inaugural orthopedic

surgeon and head team physician for the
New Orleans Zephyrs during their affiliation with the Milwaukee Brewers. Dr.

Murphy also provided orthopedic care to
the Houston Astros during their affiliation with the New Orleans Zephyrs. He
was joined by Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
and Luis M. Espinoza, M.D. Dr. Espinoza
has a special interest in treating baseball
players and has had past experience in
servicing the Major League team, the San
Diego Padres, during his fellowship in
San Diego, California.

The Zephyrs are continuing their
affiliation with Dr. Vince Morelli, a family medicine physician specializing in
sports medicine who serves as the head
team physician managing the medical
problems for the Zephyrs. Dr. Morelli
provides coverage for the multitude of
potential illnesses that arise during the
season. ★

It’s Going To Get Ugly In
Kenner On Saturday Nights

Mike Freer and Dr. Luis Espinoza

Walk outside…It’ s Spring!

Wish someone would turn your landscape
into instant beauty? My last customer said—
it looks like little workers came while I was at
work and changed my yard into a paradise.
Let us do this for YOU!

CALL LYNN DIMM FOR AN ESTIMATE

PERSONAL SERVICE - SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

468-5467

They are housewives, female police
officers, nurses and schoolteachers all
desperate to shake things up on the gridiron in Kenner on Saturday night beginning on April 30, 2005. Full-contact,
semi-professional “chick” football will
come to the gridiron in Kenner as the
four-year-old New Orleans Blaze has
relocated to Muss Bertolino Stadium from
Pan American stadium in New Orleans.
They have already begun practicing at the
stadium on Saturday mornings.
A scheduling conflict with soccer
forced the Blaze to search for a new home
in Kenner, says the team’s owner and middle linebacker, Lisa Lunsford.
The players do not get paid. “We do it

because we love the game. Where else can
you hit someone and not go to jail,” says
Lunsford, a detective with the Jefferson
Parish Sheriff ’s Department. The team is
made up of housewives, female police
officers, nurses and schoolteachers.
Her team had a 5-3 record last year
and drew upwards of two thousand fans
per game. “We’re hoping to do even better
in Kenner,” says Lunsford.
A “fan day” is set for Saturday March
12, at Muss Bertolino Stadium, where
fans can meet the players, buy merchandise and tickets and watch the women in a
team scrimmage. For more information
visit the Blaze online at www.neworleansblaze.com. ★

Skate Park Planned In
Kenner’s City Park
The city of Kenner is in the process of
planning a skateboard facility in Kenner City
Park at the corner of Loyola Drive and
Vintage Boulevard. In order to assess the
needs of the citizens of Kenner and to ensure
that all interested parties are involved in the
planning process, the city is requesting that
all individuals interested in using the skateboard facility fill out their questionnaire at

www.kenner.la.us/images/questionaire.pdf.
For more information, contact Hailey
Bowen, Landscape Architect and Chief
Planner in the city of Kenner’s Planning
Department at 468-7280 or by email at
hbowen@kenner.la.us. Information will be
updated on the Kenner web site, www.kenner.la.us, as the project progresses. ★

POLITICAL REVIEW

p.m. Sunday on WLAE-TV, Channel 32.
Visit Crouere’s web site at www.ringsidepolitics.com and e-mail Crouere at
jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

LYNN DIMM’S NURSERY
27 W. 27th Street • Kenner, LA

(continued from page 4)

FAMILY AND GROUP TRAVEL WELCOME
INTERNET SPECIALS* SENIOR TRAVEL
CRUISE LAYAWAY DEALS $50 DOWN
3RD AND 4TH PASSENGERS GO CHEAPER

GLOBUS TOURS
TAUCK TOURS
7 DAY EASTER CRUISE…$835 PER PERSON
4 DAY BAHAMA CRUISE…$460 PER PERSON
7 DAY JULY CRUISE SPECIAL $905 PER PERSON
SEPTEMBER CRUISE…$605 PER PERSON
NOVEMBER* $580 DECEMBER* $586 PER PERSON
HOT CRUISE DEALS $$$$$$

Rada’s World of Travel
903 Williams Blvd. • 467-9450

candidates and defining the job role
description of the position. This delay is
unacceptable, especially with our track
record of political corruption. In reality, we
need an Inspector General with a larger
role, a bigger staff and more of a budget.
Without a watchdog and with a weakened ethics code, Louisiana is practically
inviting more corruption. We need to tighten our ethics code and create an Inspector
General with real power. Such changes will
show everyone that Louisiana really wants
to change its longstanding image as a corrupt state. ★
Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans
and his Louisiana based program, Ringside
Politics, airs at 8:30 p.m. Friday and 10:30

IS YOUR

TARGET MARKET
KENNER CITIZENS?

THE KENNER
ST★R
REACHES

20,600

HOUSEHOLDS

IN KENNER
CALL 468-9125 FOR AD RATES
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Banking

Tax Time
By GLENN DOTTOLO
We all hate it, but we have to pay our
taxes as the price for a free society.
Besides, the government gets really mad at
you if you don’t.
Now is an excellent time to make a few
last minute changes that may reduce your
tax bill this year and next year as well. It is
also an occasion to perform an annual
review of your financial situation.
First, make sure that you take all the
deductions that you are entitled to. Some of
the easily missed deductions are:
Classroom expenses. If you teach

kindergarten through twelfth grade and
spend your own money on classroom supplies (and what teacher doesn’t buy pens,
paper, note cards, etc.) you can deduct up to
$250 of those expenses from your gross
income.
Student loan interest. If your adjusted
income is below $50,000 you may be able
to deduct up to $2,500 of interest paid on
federal student loans.
Moving expenses. Have you noticed
that more and more people are moving
back to the metro area? If you relocated
more than 50 miles in a job related move,
you can deduct the non-reimbursed portion
of moving expenses.
Self employed. You can now write off a
portion of your health insurance.
Hybrid vehicles. If you bought one of
these combination electric/gas cars last
year, you can deduct $2,000.

IRA. If you have not made your IRA
contribution, you have until April 15 to do
so. Ask your local bank about catch up
options if you are 50 years old or older.
Earned income tax credit. If you had a
tough year and made very little money,
there is a silver lining. You may be eligible
for the earned income tax credit, which
simply means that the government will
send you a check.
Finally, don’t yield to temptation. Many
tax preparers offer instant refund loans, but
don’t fall for it. Their rates are high. If you
file electronically you should have your
money in about two weeks anyway. When

you do get your refund, why not put it to
good use? Spend a third, save a third, and
use the last third to reduce debt. You will be
on the way to putting your financial house
in order, and, if you follow this plan with all
future windfalls, you will quickly improve
your financial situation. ★
Glenn Dottolo, manager of Gulf Coast
Bank & Trust’s Kenner Branch Office on
Williams Boulevard, offers twenty-two
years of full service banking to his customers. Dottolo can be contacted at 5653656. The web site for Gulf Coast Bank &
Trust is www.gulfbank.com.

SWITCH

gears to State Farm

Community

AND SAVE
up to 40%.

Brooms To Basins Day
Jefferson Parish officials will hold the
2nd Annual Brooms to Basins kick-off ceremony at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 2,
2005 at Mike Miley Playground in
Metairie.
Community groups such as the Boy
Scouts of America, Girl Scout Council of
Southeast Louisiana, the Civic League of
East Jefferson, the Westbank Civic
Coalition, and Judge Rebecca Olivier’s
First Parish Court’s Community Service

Find out why more people trust State Farm
for car insurance. See if you qualify for
Multi-Car and Multiple Line Discounts.
We Live Where You Live.®

Cooperative will join in clearing our neighborhood storm drains of grass, leaves and
other debris.
All citizens are encouraged to participate by clearing their neighborhood storm
drains from leaves and debris and are asked
to continue to monitor and remove debris
when necessary throughout the year.
For more information, contact the
Jefferson Parish Public Information Office
at 736-6410. ★

Amy Falcon Ins Agency Inc
Amy Falcon, Agent
500 Vintage Drive
Kenner, LA 70065
Bus: 504-441-8900 Toll: 877-551-8900
www.amyfalcon.com

P040098 02/04

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

TREASURE CHEST

(continued from page 1)

Boyd Gaming, Noonan remarked, “Kim
was the natural choice as my successor at
Treasure Chest. As assistant general manager during my tenure here, Kim astutely
handled the daily challenges of Treasure
Chest. She understands the course the
Treasure Chest must focus on to achieve
continued success in the future.”
Etland came to Louisiana 11 years ago
at the inception of riverboat gaming in this
area and has been with Treasure Chest
Casino for seven years serving in a number of key roles from controller to director
of operations. “My family and I have come
to love living in this area with its southern
charm and cultural diversity. As general
manager, I look forward to continuing the
superb operations at Treasure Chest. I am
looking forward to working closely with
Mayor Capitano and the Kenner City
Council and appreciate the support our
neighbors provide towards our continued
success.”

Swing Into Spring
with the
9th Annual
Save Our Lake
Golf Classic
Join us on
March 14th
at the Chateau
Golf and
Country Club
Lots of fun!
Great Food!
Prizes!
For information on sponsorships
and registration call
(504) 836-2205

KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD.
KENNER, LA 70065
504-443-5152

KENNER’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!
Se habla Español

METAIRIE & WESTBANK LOCATIONS
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Community
Kenner Family Hopes Fundraiser Will Help
Make Transporting Son For Treatment Easier
3501 Chateau Blvd.

465-9444

Breakfast Daily
Monday - Friday 7 am - 10:30 pm
Saturday & Sunday 7:00 am - 3:00 pm

Breakfast Specials
Omelets with Toast or Biscuit
Belgian Waffles
Breakfast Taco

A tortilla stuffed with your choice of fillings: Bacon,
Sausage, Eggs, Cheese, Black Beans, & Homemade Salsa

Elvis Breakfast

Eat like a “King” with 3 eggs to order, 3 strips of bacon
2 sausage patties, a cup of grits, hash browns & toast

Chateau Café Breakfast
“A Kenner Tradition”

Four year old Dylan Tujague, son of John
and Donna Tujague, was born on August 9,
2000 with a craniofacial disorder, called
Craniosynostosis. This disorder hindered the
formation of a soft spot and created a disfigured skull and brain compression in the
infant. Today, of only 100 reported cases
worldwide, young Dylan has one of the most
severe cases living.
Since birth, Dylan has spent almost half
of his life at Children’s Hospital, undergoing
21 surgeries, including four 12 hour long
cranio surgeries which opened his skull to
allow room for his brain to grow, a tracheotomy, placement of a feeding tube, insertion of
a brain shunt to control hydrocephalus (fluid
on the brain), and neck surgery to insert rods
and screws into his neck. It is expected that
Dylan will undergo many more surgeries to
continue to allow his brain room to grow,
with another 12 hour procedure occurring
some time this year.
As Dylan is required to go to Children’s
Hospital two to three times a week for therapy and doctor’s appointments, reliable transportation is a necessity for the Tujagues. Two
years ago, the family purchased a 1994 van,
and spent close to $5,000 modifying it for

Dylan’s wheelchair.
Over the last two years the van’s transmission was rebuilt twice, and it has had
many other substantial mechanical problems
causing it to be towed several times after
breaking down on the way to Dylan’s therapy
appointments. The Tujagues are now in a
position where they need to purchase a newer
van and equip it for Dylan’s wheelchair.
On Sunday, April 17, 2005, a fundraiser
dinner will be held for Dylan, with all proceeds going to benefit the Dylan Anthony
Tujague Special Needs Trust Fund, which is
set up for Dylan’s needs only. Organizers are
requesting your help with this event in the
way of donations of food, prizes, paper products, utensils or a prize for the raffle and auction.
For more information on assisting with
items for the fundraiser or making other
donations, contact Donna Tujague at 4618559 or 417-3980, Amanda Maxwell at 3435110, or Lynn Cannon at 985-764-0409 or
388-4114.
For more information on Dylan’s story,
condition or progress, you can visit his web
site at www.geocities.com/dylantujague. ★

Archbishop Chapelle
To Hold Annual Gala
Archbishop Chapelle High School will
hold its annual Emerald Gala on Saturday,
March 19, 2005 in the school’s gymnasium
“Under the Emerald Sea” Ballroom. A Patron
Party will be held from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Doors will open at 7:30 p.m. The evening
includes a dinner buffet and open bar. Silent
and oral auctions will be held from 7:30 p.m.
to 10:30 p.m. followed by dancing to Bobby
Cure & the Summertime Blues until 1:00 a.m.
Tickets to the Gala are $50 each. All proceeds
will be used to enhance computer technology
in classrooms. Serving as honorary chair and
mistress of ceremony is ’96 alumna, Jill
Hezeau, WWL-TV Morning Show Traffic
Reporter. Chair for the event is ’84 alumna
Trisha Voltz assisted by co-chairs Janel
Quitzau and Elaine Urban.
Auction prizes include framed art works,
enchanting two nights stays at many of our
local hotels including the Marriott, Fairmont,
Decatur, and the Sheraton. Gift certificates for
dining at several popular New Orleans restaurants including Brennan’s, Ruth’s Chris Steak
House, Impastato’s, Trey Yuen, Vincent’s
Italian Cuisine, Salvatore and Tujaque’s.
Jewelry auction items are from Raymond’s

Jewelry Creations, Ramsey’s, Fischer’s, and
Fisher & Sons. Golf packages up for auction
are from Beau Chene, Ormond, Money Hill,
and The Bluffs in St. Francisville.
Oral auction items include a generous gift
certificate from Premiere Floors, a moonlight
cruise for eight, and an autographed New
Orleans Saints football. Other auctions items
include theme baskets and many Chapelle specialty gifts such as a personalized reserved
parking space on campus and registration in
Chapelle’s Summer Camp classes in cheerleading, art, dance, sports and photography.
Chapelle’s Emerald Gala will feature food
from A& W Catering, Drago’s, Come Back
Inn, Fly by Knight, Olive Garden, Sappora’s,
Kajun Kettle, Lagniappe, Twelve Seasons
Catering, Pigeon’s, Coffee Cottage, Haydel’s
Bakery, Hobnobbers, Louisiana Purchase,
Southern Oaks Plantation, Timphony’s, The
Balcony, Maurice’s French Pastries,
Messina’s, Short Stop, The Cellars of River
Ridge, Superior Grille and more.
For information about the gala or to purchase tickets, call Dottie Schule, Special Events
Coordinator, at 468-9090, or Erin Vezina
Caruso, Ticket Chairman, at 831-9391. ★

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE

KENNER ST★R
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Entertainment

Treasure Chest Casino March 2005 Entertainment Lineup
Tuesday, March 1
Funk2/The
Moonlighters
Featuring Samirah
Evans
7:00 p.m. until

Orleans
9:30 p.m.-1:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 6
Harvey Jesus & Fire
1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.

Topcats
Wednesday, March 2
6:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m.
Ladies Night
5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Monday, March 7
Kingsroe
Crescent City
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m. Connection
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Thursday, March 3
The Heatwaves/
Tuesday, March 8
The Rafters
Batiste Brothers/
7:00 p.m. until
Cloud 9
7:00 p.m. until
Friday, March 4
Karaoke
Wednesday, March 9
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Ladies Night
Batiste Brothers with 5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Special Guest Bobby
“J”
9:30 p.m. until

Kevin & Friends/
The Alleycats
7:00 p.m. until

Saturday, March 5
Profiles
5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

Thursday, March 10
Foret Tradition
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 16
Ladies Night
5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

Irma Thomas & The
Professionals
10:00 p.m. until

Chris Gray
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Sammy Ridgley &
The Untouchables
Featuring Lady B
6:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m.

Thursday, March 17
Private Party
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Monday, March 21
Chris Owens
7:00 p.m. until

Batiste Brothers Band
Stan Wayne’s Heart & with Special Guest
Soul
Willie West
9:30 p.m. until
9:30 p.m. until

Tuesday, March 22
Mustang Sally
7:00 p.m. until

Saturday, March 12
Midnight Streetcar
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Sunday, March 13
Private Party
7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

Friday, March 18
Karaoke
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

Asian Concert
10:00 p.m.-Midnight

The Wiseguys
9:30 p.m.-2:00 p.m.

Monday, March 14 Saturday, March 19
John V. Kelly & The Partly Cloudy
Allstars
5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Stormy
Tuesday, March 15 9:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
Playtyme Show
Band/Esplanade
Sunday, March 20
7:00 p.m. until
Jay Zainey Orchestra

The Way
Business
Communicates
Formerly Gage Telephone System of New Orleans

Sales - Service - Maintenance
www.southeasttel.com

Voice Data Cabling • Voice Mail
Local & Long Distance Service
Auto Attendant • Unified Messaging
DSL & Internet Service

466-4243
2005 3rd St., Kenner

24-HOUR ELECTRICAL SERVICE

BELLCO

Residential • Commercial
• A/C Circuits
• Same Day Service
• Troubleshooting • Vacancy Permits
• Remodeling
• Attic Ventilators
• Additions
• Bidwork Welcome
• New Construction

455-2355
Over 35 Years Experience
METAIRIE KENNER N.O. AREA
Owner Ronnie Bellaci

Mustang Sally/Bad
Medicine
7:00 p.m. until
Thursday, March 24
Funk2
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Friday, March 25
Kamikaze Karaoke
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

Batiste Brothers Band
with Special Guest
Marcel Evans
Wednesday, March 23 9:30 p.m. until
Ladies Night
5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

SPECIAL ELECTION
(continued from page 1)

Running for an at-large position on the
council is a logical progression in my political career that has the support of my wife,
children and parents. I’ll always be a resident and a strong advocate for District 2,
but this is a chance to bring a positive
vision we’ve developed in District 2 to the
entire city.”
Zimmerman said, “I’m the candidate in
this race who has no political connections
to anyone in Kenner government. When I
saw the political fighting that went on last
year between the Kenner City Council and
the police, I knew there was something
very wrong in Kenner government. I
believe that electing an outsider will send
an important message to Kenner government.”
Lavarine said he’ll work for continued
city wide improvements in recreation,
streets, drainage and sewerage. He says
he’ll also be a strong supporter of economic development and careful fiscal management.
Zimmerman says he’ll use his background in computer sciences to help the
city put more of its business on-line so that
every citizen will be able to see how their
tax dollars are being spent. He says that he
respects and supports Councilman-at-large
Dominic Weilbaecher’s philosophy of
transparency in government. ★

Saturday, March 26
Hard For The Money
5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Burgundy
9:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m.
Sunday, March 27
Harvey Jesus & Fire
1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
Heart & Soul
6:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m.
Monday, March 28
No Idea
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Tuesday, March 29
No Left Turn
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 30
Ladies Night
5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Lionel Robinson &
City News
Special Guest Julie
Simpson
7:00 p.m. until
Thursday, March 31
Harvey Jesus & Fire
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

good news for Kenner businesses and the
city’s treasury. But there is no way to accurately forecast right now if 2005 will be as
strong a year as 2004 was for business in
Kenner.”
The Capitano administration is also
pointing to cost savings in the 2005 budget.
Ramon says a new three-year telephone
contract with BellSouth will produce a
$131,000 savings over the life of the contract. “We discovered that the city of
Kenner was paying for phone lines that had
long ago been disconnected,” said Ramon.
“We got excellent cooperation from
BellSouth and the City Council in our
efforts to control these costs, which means
a savings of more than $40,000 a year.”
In another instance, Ramon said the
administration ended a contract by which a
private provider retained a safety director
for the city to reduce insurance claims.
Ramon said the city cancelled the contract
and re-hired the same safety director as a
city employee for thousands of dollars less
than the private provider was charging.
“We all hope that we never need to dip
into the ‘rainy day’ fund because of some
disaster or emergency,” said Ramon. “But
every dollar we save and pour into the
‘rainy day’ fund increases the amount of
money we have in the event of any unforeseen emergencies of any kind.” ★

REMEMBER TO

ELECTRIC

BONDED

1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.

Friday, March 11
Karaoke
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

INSURED

“RAINY DAY” FUND
(continued from page 1)

look for Kenner finances is a four percent
increase in sales tax collections in 2004,
after several years of flat sales tax collections. “The increase in sales tax collections
is very heartening,” said Ramon. “But
increased sales tax revenues are a variable
that is outside the powers of the city of
Kenner to control. We hope it continues but
there are no guarantees. If the economy
continues to grow, that would certainly be

VOTE
APRIL 12
FOR
KENNER
COUNCILMAN-AT-LARGE
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Home

Foundation Slab Settlement
By DAN DORMADY
The foundation of your
home serves
several purposes, but the
most important is to transfer the weight
of the house
and its expected occupants
(along with all their “stuff ”) to the ground
under the house. A good foundation will do
this by transferring that weight uniformly
to the ground. By doing so, the risk of differential settlement (one spot moving more
than another) is minimized.
For purposes of this discussion, we will
stick to the concrete slab-on-grade foundation. There are two common types used in
our area, and both are typically used in
conjunction with pilings:
Conventionally Reinforced Monolithic
Slab Foundation – This is the traditional
slab-on-grade foundation. It consists of
cast-in-place concrete poured directly on
the ground, hopefully after first compacting the soil, placing polyethylene on the
ground, and installing some steel reinforcing. Following the pouring of the concrete,
it is important that it be “cured” well by
keeping it wet and controlling the temperature. Curing concrete is somewhat like baking bread as both take the right combination of ambient conditions (temperature
and moisture) applied for an optimum period of time to produce the desired results.
Any significant deviation from the proven
“recipe” may lead to a completely unsatisfactory outcome.
Post-tensioned Slabs – This type of slab
is the result of more recent technological
developments. Post-tensioned slabs include
reinforcing cables within the slab that are
tensioned (stretched) after the slab has
cured and effectively increase the strength
of the slab (its ability to ignore differential
movements in the ground under it). Posttensioned slabs combine onsite construction advantages with the extra strength of
“tensioned” reinforcement.
Because our homes are built by imperfect human beings, if any one of the steps
necessary to produce a good slab-on-grade
foundation is compromised or omitted, it
can result in a marginal or inadequate concrete slab.
In addition, for post-tensioned slabs, a
skilled construction crew familiar with the
proper procedures is very important. If the
reinforcement is not “tensioned” and

secured properly, the slab may actually perform worse than a conventional slab.
Ultimately, the skill and attention of the
crew are very important for any system.
Some foundation movement or settlement should be expected. Generally, slopes
of less than one inch in ten feet (some standards use 1/2 inch in four feet, which is
similar) are considered acceptable. Cracks
of 1/16 inch or less in width are probably
normal, depending on the type of slab.
What is the cause? While soil movement or settlement is often the problem, a
change in moisture content due to weather
changes or leaky plumbing can cause reactions in the soil that lead to movement of
the house. It is important to identify the
cause before deciding on a solution. If it is
external (water leak, change in weather,
etc.), you must first eliminate (or stabilize)
the cause. Otherwise, any repairs you
undertake will soon be undone.
Stabilize or restore? In most cases, the
most practical goal with foundation settlement or movement is to stabilize the condition; in other words, minimize the risk of
future movement. While some restoration
toward a level condition is possible, having
a completely level slab after stabilization is
typically not achieved.
Which repair system? There are a number of ways to stabilize a slab. The most
common is a pier system which puts vertical supports under the edge (and sometime
on the interior) of the concrete slab (or
perimeter grade beam) that extend down
into the soil far enough to establish a stable
base. These piers are usually spaced four to
eight feet apart around the perimeter of the
slab. Many contractors use the term piers
and piles interchangeably. For the purpose
of this type of foundation support, the components are essentially the same whether
called piers or piles. There are a number of
commercial proprietary systems available
in our area for this type of repair.
If you believe you have a significant
settlement problem with your home, you
should consult a Licensed Professional
Engineer to evaluate the condition and
assist with the selection of an appropriate
repair system. ★
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector (LSBHI #10273), and the president of
Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally
owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection services. Dormady can be
reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net.
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ESPLANADE MALL
BETWEEN DILLARD’S AND MERVYN’S

R E S TAU R A N T

Appetizers

Seafood

$3.50 - $8.99

$14.99 - $17.99

Spinach Dip
Mediterranean Hummus Supreme
Sweet Pepper Wings
Roasted Garlic Hummus Plate
Asian Almond Shrimp
Chicken Quesadilla
Duck Empanadas
Thai Rib Stack
Fried Calamari
Chicken Stix
Gumbo Pas Partout
Soup Du Jour

Buttermilk Battered Shrimp
Wood Grilled Rainbow Trout
Trout Lafitte
Grilled Salmon With Balsamic Glaze
Seared Tuna Steak
Southern Fried Thin Catfish
Redfish With Shrimp Etouffee

Salads
$3.99 - $16.99
Spinach Salad
w/Pepper Jelly Vinaigrette
Zeasar Salad
Honey Mustard Chicken
Z’ House Salad
Asian Tuna Salad
Zea Rotisserie Salad
Almond Chicken Salad
Grilled Chicken Zeasar Salad
Pepper Jelly Chicken

Meats & Poultry
$10.99 - $23.99
Zea Rotisseried Chicken
BBQ Chicken
Roasted Garlic & Herb Glazed Chicken
Sweet & Spicy Rotisseried Chicken
Ribs! – Wet, Dry or Thai
Mixed Rotisserie & Grill
BBQ Chicken & Rib Platter
Rotisseried Prime Rib
Grilled Chicken Breast
Twice Cooked Crispy Duck
Tournedos of Filet
Blackened Prime Rib

Side Dishes
$2.50

Rice Bowls &
Pasta Bowls

Roasted Corn Grits
Dirty Rice
Sauteed Corn
Roasted Potatoes
French Fries
Buttered Sweet Potatoes
Sugar Snap Beans
Vegetable Du Jour

$10.99 - $12.99
Shrimp Nasi Goreng Indonesian Rice
Arroz Con Pollo
Rosemary Chicken Mushroom Pasta
Mesa Chicken Pasta

Burgers and Sandwiches
$7.99 - $10.99
Philly Beef Panini
Portabello Veggie Panini
Sedona Chicken Panini
Zea Cheeseburger

Grilled Chicken Sandwich
Shaved Prime Rib Sandwich
Honey Island Chicken Sandwich
Roasted Lamb Zyro

Lunch & Kids Menu
$7.99 - $9.99

DINE IN • TAKE OUT • 468-7733
DINE IN AND RECEIVE

FREE APPETIZER

ROASTED GARLIC HUMMUS PLATE
OR SPINACH DIP
Please present before ordering.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE

KENNER ST★R

*One offer per table. Not valid with any other offers, discounts or complimentary cards.
Not redeemable for cash.

Redeemable at Esplanade Mall Location Only.
Expiration - March 30, 2005
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Faithwalk
Uprooting And Planting In The Search For Happiness

By CARL CLEVELAND
In last month’s column, we looked at
the overwhelming, worldwide, scientific
support for the proposition that having
more money doesn’t produce more happiness. Based on extensive study, once a
Kenner family of four reaches about
$40,000 of income annually, their happiness pretty much maxes out and may
decline with added prosperity. The tantalizing question left unanswered last month is,
“What does in fact produce happiness?”
There was lots of reaction to the question,
so I now have many more suggestions for
you to consider than when the last column
was written. This month’s ambitious effort
will be to uproot the root of all evil, and
sow the seeds of true happiness.
We’ll look at suggestions from the secular author of the study itself, as well as
Mother Theresa of Calcutta; the Prophet
Isaiah; Time Magazine; the New Age guru,
Rael, founder of the Raelian religion,
(before you decide I've lost my mind, he’s

included for absurd humor); and my own
thoughts forged in the furnace of some
pretty serious adversity (prison and terminal cancer), which I have survived in peace
and eventual happiness.
First, the author of the secular article
cited multiple sources to conclude that
finding true happiness may involve some
or all of the following approaches:
1. Happiness is not something that can
be acquired directly. It is usually the byproduct of helping someone else.
2. True happiness comes from sharing
our wealth with others less fortunate. This
is especially true if we give a little more
than is comfortable.
3. Being selfless rather than selfish in
our approach to each of life’s decisions
pays big dividends in terms of happiness.
4. In Bhutan, the tiny Buddhist
Himalayan country, computations of Gross
National Product have been superseded
with the Gross National Happiness Index.
This index is based on Four Pillars of
Happiness - sustainable economic development, conservation of the environment,
promotion of national culture, and good
governance.
It seems obvious to me that faith is conspicuously absent from the author’s hypothesis for finding happiness. Nevertheless,

Edward Nikolaus, Jr.

Over 20 Years Experience

WORLD CLASS COLLISION CENTER
2835 Virginia Street • Kenner
467-7775

Off-Season Sports Training Progam
Tom Shaw Performance Enhancement is the most complete off-season sports conditioning program in the area. The state-of-the-art facility offers year-round indoor and outdoor
training for football, baseball, basketball, and soccer with a field turf field for sport specific agility training, and a complete strengthening program that has been successfully
tested in the NFL.
Coach Tom Shaw has incorporated his speed, quickness, and agility program in the
NFL as a member of the three-time Super Bowl Champion New England Patriots.
You must train harder than your opponent to be successful and play at your highest
level of performance.
Be a part of the best sports training program in the area.
We help you become stronger and faster by bringing out your full athletic potential.

Call Tom Shaw Performance Enhancement at 443-5152
to be a part of our six week training program now.

for many great thinkers in history, faith is
the answer. The Prophet Isaiah concluded:
Share your bread with the hungry, shelter the oppressed and the homeless; clothe
the naked when you see them, and do not
turn your back on your own. Then your
light shall break forth like the dawn, and
your wound shall be healed; your vindication shall go before you and the glory of the
Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you
shall call, and the Lord will answer, you
shall cry for help, and he will say: Here I
am! If you remove from your midst oppression, false accusation, and malicious
speech; if you bestow your bread on the
hungry and satisfy the afflicted, then light
shall rise for you in the darkness, and the
gloom shall become for you like midday.
Isaiah 58: 7-10
Mother Theresa of Calcutta, after years
of service to the most needy in the slums of
Calcutta, composed what she called the
“Simple Path,” as the sure fire way to
achieve peace and happiness.
“The fruit of silence is prayer. The fruit
of prayer is faith. The fruit of faith is love.
The fruit of love is service. The fruit of
service is peace.”
After getting into this subject, I discovered that Time Magazine, in a special mind
and body issue, devoted its January 2005
cover and many articles to the “Science of
Happiness.” Unfortunately, I can’t summarize all of the articles, but there were some
recurring themes. With family values disintegrating, according to many, Time found
that the most common elements of happiness were family and friends. The top four
answers for sources of happiness were:
children and grandchildren, family, faith,
and spouses. This may give the lie to the
notion that family values in our society are
dying out. Most of the various sources of
happiness involved turning outward in selflessness, rather inward in selfishness. The
Time editors came up with eight steps
toward a more satisfying life:
1. Counting one’s blessings. This really
works! All of us miss a great deal of satisfaction in our lives by focusing on what we
don’t have rather than on what we do have.
This should be a daily exercise that can be
done in thirty seconds at bedtime.
2. Practice deliberate acts of kindness.
This is a great mood elevator. This should
be random, like letting the elderly lady go
ahead of you in the supermarket line, and
deliberate, like inviting a lonely person to
dinner on Sunday.
3. Savor life’s little joys, like the perfect
spring day, a cute baby, a full moon, a per-

fect sunset, or silly humor shared with
friends on the Internet.
4. Express gratitude, deliberately and
systematically, to those who have inspired,
mentored or helped us in our day-to-day
lives.
5. Learn to cheerfully and genuinely
forgive and to write letters of forgiveness,
to those who have hurt us.
6. Deliberately set aside time for family and friends at both formal planned
events and spur of the moment occasions.
7. Pay attention to basic health and
physical fitness.
8. Develop a stress and hardship strategy in advance, so that when difficulties
arise we are already prepared to cope. For
me this is where Scripture and prayer come
in automatically. I have also tried to develop a “crisis proof attitude,” by thinking
back to the greatest crises in my life, and
the unimaginable ways God has turned
those events into dramatically positive
events. No crisis has ever been as bad as I
feared at first.
These suggestions are all basically useful, and all have merit. Oh, then there’s
Rael, the self-described New Age mystic
who founded his own religion on the
proposition that the natural human state is
one of perpetual natural ecstasy. I decided
not to delve too deeply into his religion
when I discovered that he also asserts that
four-foot tall space aliens created the
human race.
Since I’ve run out of space, I can’t say
much about my personal views. Suffice it
to say that prayerful surrender to God’s will
has never failed to get me through my most
overwhelmingly difficult times. The solutions often have been so far beyond my
human imagination that I can now just
relax (emotionally) when a crisis comes
and await a miracle (while doing my best to
find a solution). I’ve also found that being
prepared to die, figuratively with a cruelly
long unjust prison sentence, and literally
with a terminal cancer diagnosis, puts
everything into a perspective in which I can
give thanks in all things.
I hope these thoughts will aid each of
us in focusing more on faith and friends,
family and selfless kindness as the roads to
happiness rather than more money or possessions. Both the secular and religious
worlds surprisingly agree that this is the
only path to bliss. ★
Carl Cleveland can be reached via
email at kenstarcwc@aol.com.
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Community
Jefferson Parish President’s
Inaugural Prayer Dinner Announced
On Tuesday, March 22, 2005, the
Jefferson Parish President’s Inaugural
Prayer Dinner will be held. Hosts will be
Jefferson Parish President Aaron Broussard
along with Jefferson Parish Council
Chairman, Tom Capella, who is also chairman of this year’s dinner. This event will
take the place of the Parish President’s
Annual Prayer Breakfast.
The event will be held at the John
Alario Event Center, beginning at 6:00
p.m. with a V.I.P. Reception, followed by
the dinner at 7:00 p.m.
The two featured speakers will be Lisa
Keiffer, a contestant on the television hit

series, Survivor, and Torrance Small, former National Football League player for
the New Orleans Saints and New England
Patriots.
The V.I.P. reservation level, which, if
purchased, will enable guests to attend a
special reception to meet and have their
photo taken with the featured speakers and
comes with a reserved table for eight and
program recognition. Seating arrangements
will be based on a first come/first serve
basis.
For questions or reservation information regarding the prayer dinner, contact
736-6405. ★

Right now, when you open a Coastal Combo VISA
Account at Gulf Coast Bank & Trust, you can adopt a
square mile of Louisiana’s coastline—on us! With every
new VISA account, we’ll make a donation to
America’s Wetland Fund to Restore
Coastal Louisiana. You’ll even get a
limited edition Louisiana Sportsman
Save the Wetlands
Visa Card.

KPWA Meeting Set For March
The Kenner Professional Women’s
Association meeting will be held on
Tuesday, March 15, 2005 at the Chateau
Golf and Country Club in Kenner.
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m., followed

by lunch at noon. Advance reservations are
required no later than noon on Friday,
March 11, 2005. Call 962-3930 for reservations or more information. ★

KPWA INSTALLS 2005 BOARD AND OFFICERS

The Ice House
“Now Under NEW Management”
ICE COLD

KEG BEER
The Kenner Professional Women Association (KPWA) recently installed their 2005 officers and
directors. Front row: Treasurer Brenda Christiansen, First Vice-President Marcel Lashover,
President Kathy Melchers, Second Vice-President Marsha Bode, Treasurer-elect Marlene
Schroeder; Second row: Hospitality Board Member Karen Palaez, Corresponding Secretary
Cathey Saurage, Roster Board Member Karen Dorsey, Civic & Community Awareness Board
Member Mary Sharon Howland, Member of the Month Ann Branigan, Special Projects Board
Member Pattie Feder, Business Card Exchange Board Member Don Salles, Reservations Board
Member Judy LaBella, Ways and Means Board Member Sal Faia; Back Center: Membership
Board Member Randy Lea.

Mass Offered for Victims And Survivors Of Violence
On Sunday, April 4, 2005, at 10:30 a.m.
Archbishop Alfred Hughes will celebrate
Mass for victims of violence and their survivors at St. Louis Cathedral. Those who have
lost a loved one to violence are asked to bring
a picture or symbol to represent the presence

of the loved one in memory, in prayer and in
love. All are invited to worship in solidarity
with those in our community who have been
touched in any way by violence. For more
information, contact the Family Life
Apostolate Office at 861-6243. ★

Boilin’ and BBQ
Headquarters

TO-GO

PACKAGE BEER
BUD • BUD LIGHT
COORS LIGHT • MILLER LITE

14.99
469-3503

SUITCASES ONLY

2151 Williams Blvd.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

OPEN EASTER SUNDAY

Charcoal & Lighter Fluid

Propane Tanks Filled:
Purchase 5 gal. of Propane
GET a 16 oz. bag of
Zatarain’s Crab Boil FREE

WE SELL
PROPANE TANKS
5 gal. tank w/propane
$34.95
7 gal. tank w/propane
$59.95
WE DELIVER

20

KENNER STAR, March 2005

Law
Does It Matter Who Owns Your Life Insurance Policy?

By JAMES L. MELCHERS
In answering that question, this article
becomes technical. Whether dealing with
existing life insurance policies or purchasing a new life insurance policy, it is
extremely important for you to understand
the relationship and interplay between the
value of your estate and the face value of
your insurance policies.
Life insurance is an asset that is generally intended to be available to your family
after your death. Therefore, the dollars
spent on purchasing the policy and paying
the yearly premiums represent funds not
available for your present family needs.
In the ownership of life insurance policies, the most common course for married
persons is to own their own insurance policy and to name their spouse as the outright
beneficiary.
Example No. 1:
A couple has a modest estate and two

children. The husband wants to buy a
$1,000,000 policy on himself. Their total
estate, house, cars, checking and savings
accounts, etc., is valued at $1,000,000. He
purchases the policy and designates his
wife as beneficiary of the policy. Upon his
death the insurance proceeds pass directly
to his wife without taxes. These proceeds
are now part of his wife’s estate.
Therefore the following questions
should be asked relative to the ownership
of your life insurance policies.
Who should own your life insurance
policy or policies and why?
Should the ownership be retained by
you or should the ownership be transferred?
If ownership is to be transferred, to
whom should it be transferred? To your
spouse? To your children? To a trust?
Similarly, if additional life insurance is
being acquired, how and by whom should
the additional insurance be owned? By
you? By your spouse?
By your children? By a trust?
Certainly an outright transfer of an
insurance policy is less expensive and less
complex than is a transfer in trust.
However, the size of your estate may
exceed the applicable exemption equivalent
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(currently $1.5 million) which can save you
$555,800 in taxes, so a transfer in trust may
be preferable. The applicable exemption
equivalent for 2006-2008 is $2,000,000
which can save you $780,800 in taxes. In
2009 the applicable exemption equivalent
is $3.5 million which can save you
$1,455,800 in taxes. Also, you may be able
to exclude the insurance proceeds from
both your estate and the estate of the trust
beneficiaries.
A trust can assist with the liquidity
problem that otherwise might be present in
your estate. Although insurance proceeds
in a trust are not part of your taxable estate,
the trust may be able to, but must not be
required to, lend cash to your estate or to
purchase assets from your estate. An individual beneficiary of the insurance proceeds might decline or be unable financially to enter into such transactions with your
estate.
Example No. 2:
A couple with two children has a total
estate worth $3,500,000. The wife wants to
buy a $3,000,000 policy for herself. The
wife purchases the policy as owner and
names her husband as beneficiary. Upon
her death the insurance proceeds pass
directly to the husband and are part of his
estate (now valued at $7,500,000) and are
subject to federal estate taxes. In this example, they should consider having the policy
owned by an insurance trust. In the insurance trust, the policy is not part of the
wife’s estate as she is no longer the owner.
The trust is the owner and the children are
income and principal beneficiaries. As outlined above the trust may be able to, but
must not be required to, lend cash to the
wife’s estate or purchase assets from the
wife’s estate. In this case, the estate planning attorney will utilize more complex
estate planning techniques involving trusts
in the will to reduce or eliminate federal
estate taxes.
Although the insurance trust may serve
a number of purposes, its primary objective
is to exclude the insurance proceeds from
your estate. Because of the unlimited marital deduction for married couples, the need
to have insurance payable to a surviving
spouse has diminished. However, the need
to have insurance proceeds available at the
death of the second spouse to die has
increased. If the insurance is payable to the
surviving spouse, it will be included in the
estate of the second spouse and taxable as
such. For that reason the usual goal for an
insurance trust is to exclude proceeds from
your estate and your spouse’s estate. This
ensures liquidity at the death of the second
spouse.
Additionally, it should be noted that life
insurance provided by your employer is frequently an ideal asset to transfer to an
insurance trust. It costs you virtually nothing. If the policy is transferred to a trust,

you will have made a gift of relatively low
value since the value of the gift generally
will be measured by the cost to you. The
employer’s payment of the premium each
year will continue to be taxed as income to
you and will be treated as an additional gift
to the new owner of the policy.
In lieu of naming your surviving spouse
as beneficiary, you may want to provide
your surviving spouse with some benefits,
but not all of the money from your policy.
This is frequently the case if you have married a second time and your children are
from your first marriage. You may be concerned about the diversion of the insurance
proceeds to a family unrelated to you if
your second spouse remarries after your
death.
In such a situation you may desire to
create a qualified terminable interest property trust (QTIP). The QTIP trust is a trust
in which your surviving spouse is the
income beneficiary of the trust for life and
your children are the principal beneficiaries.
Your trust is unfunded except for a
nominal amount to give validity to the trust
and your trust is the beneficiary of the
insurance policies. By utilizing this type of
trust you can be assured that the trust principal will ultimately pass to your intended
beneficiaries.
Example No. 3:
A couple with a modest estate has no
children from the current marriage. The
wife has two children from her first marriage and the husband has no children from
his first marriage. The wife wants to buy a
$1,000,000 policy and would like her husband to have some benefit from the insurance proceeds. She wants her children to
primarily benefit from this insurance policy. The estate is worth $1,000,000. In this
situation she could establish a QTIP trust in
which her husband would be the income
beneficiary for life and her children the
principal beneficiaries.
In the interplay of your insurance policies and your estate where you are concerned about federal estate taxes, it is
important that you have a complete picture
of your situation. This can be accomplished
by involving an estate planning attorney, an
insurance professional, and a financial
advisor in the process. ★
James L. Melchers is the senior attorney at Melchers Law Firm, located at 909
West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and his
primary areas of practice are estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, real estate,
corporate law, and personal injury.
Melchers
can
be
reached
at
jmelcher@bellsouth.net or 467-1092.
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Insurance

An Umbrella For All Seasons
By BUDDY SEELING
Lawsuits are filed for all sorts of reasons. You read about them daily in the
newspaper and hear about them frequently in general conversations. They range
from extensive bodily injuries to ridiculous disputes. One thing is certain however, when you are served with legal
papers it’s imperative that you have
enough insurance to cover your liability.
Anyone who has assets that are at risk
should take a serious look at obtaining an
umbrella policy. If the primary coverage
in your automobile or homeowner’s policy is not enough to resolve a claim, the
person bringing the action could very
well get access to your assets to pay for
their damages. An umbrella policy may
what you need to avoid any liquidation of
your assets. Umbrella policies supplement the liability coverage you already
have through your home and auto insurance by providing an extra layer of protection.
Umbrella policies come in to play
after the liability limits in your homeowner’s and automobile policy run out.
For example, assume your homeowner’s
policy has a liability limit of $300,000
and your automobile liability limit is

$500,000. The limits in your umbrella
policy would come into play after those
primary limits in either your homeowners or automobile policy have been
exhausted.
Since most of the risk is assumed
under the primary automobile or homeowner’s policy, the umbrella policy is
inexpensive. Most people can buy a $1
million umbrella policy for about $200 a
year. Most companies will require that
they are writing both your automobile
and homeowners coverage in order for
them to write the umbrella coverage.
They will also require that you are carrying underlying limits on your homeowners of approximately $300,000 and
$500,000 on your automobile coverage.
The personal umbrella policy may also
offer you broader coverage than you have
in your underlying homeowners and
automobile policies because iIn addition
to covering you for bodily injury and
property damage, most umbrella policies
also extend to personal injury coverage.
Personal injury encompasses false
arrest, false imprisonment, malicious
prosecution, defamation, invasion of privacy, wrongful injury and eviction.
Umbrella policies may also provide coverage if you face liability rising from
serving on the board of a not-for-profit
such as a civic, charitable or religious
organization. Protection against claims
and lawsuits does more than just simply
pay for damages. Even if a lawsuit is frivolous, you still face the expense of

Southeast Telecom’s Johnson
Named Achiever Of The Year

defending yourself. Your liability coverage pays for attorneys’ fees and defense
costs, which can be quite expensive.
Umbrella policies will not protect
you against every possible claim or lawsuit. There are exclusions in the policy
just as there are exclusions in every
insurance policy. Typically the umbrella
will not cover claims arising out of any
business endeavor. If you own a business
this exposure is better insured elsewhere.
Also generally the umbrella policy will
not cover intentional acts and they may or
may not cover punitive damages.
Punitive damages are awards which are
given above and beyond the actual monetary losses that are awarded to punish
wrongdoers for their conduct.
Is an umbrella policy for me?
The best way to answer this question
is to begin by analyzing your risk of

being sued and the assets you may have
at risk. Do you own a swimming pool,
trampoline or swing in the back yard that
may pose a danger? If you have frequent
visitors to your property there could be a
risk of accidental falls. Perhaps you or
your children entertain a lot or you’re a
golfer who hits the errant shot. Do you
own a pet that could potentially cause
bodily injury to someone?
In any event, at a time when million
dollar verdicts are not uncommon,
umbrella policies are worth considering
for peace of mind. ★
Buddy Seeling, C.I.C. is Vice
President of Aparicio, Walker and Seeling
Inc., an Independent Insurance Agency
located in Metairie. Seeling can be
reached at 883-4111 or via email at
buddy@awsinc.com.

AIRPORT TECHNICIAN II
(ELECTRICIAN)
$14.41 Hr.
Applicants must have a HSD/GED, 5yrs. exp. as an electrician,
including 2yrs. in airfield lighting/industrial maintenance.

AIRPORT TECHNICIAN III
(ELECTRICIAN)
$15.72 Hr.
Applicants must have a HSD/GED, Class D journeyman license, 5 yrs. exp. as
an electrician, including 4 yrs. in airfield lighting/industrial maintenance.

AIRPORT TECHNICIAN SPECIALIST
(ELECTRICIAN)
$16.72 Hr.
Applicants must have a HSD/GED, Class D journeyman license,
6yrs. exp. in airfield lighting/industrial maintenance.
10 paid holidays a year, paid annual and sick leave, excellent health,
dental and vision insurance, life insurance and a generous pension plan.

Apply at City Hall, Rm. BW04, 1300 Perdido St., NOLA, M-F, 8-5.

FOR ALL OF YOUR PEST CONTROL AND LAWN SERVICE NEEDS

“Call on the power of Titan”
David Lasseigne, Owner

Office: 504-228-2282
Randy Lovitt, 2003 Executive Achiever of the Year, presents the 2004 Executive Achiever of the
Year Award to Wayne Johnson, owner of Southeast Telecom, Inc. located in Kenner.The 20 year
old Executive Achiever’s Association is an organization of business owners whose purpose is
to develop business through leads and to increase leadership skills for its members.

Locally owned - Licensed - Bonded - Insured
CALL FOR $25 DISCOUNT - FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS ONLY
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Community
Great St. Paddy’s Day Road Race Celebrates 5th Annual Run
The Annual Great St. Paddy’s Day
Road Race will celebrate its fifth anniversary this year, with the 5K beginning and
ending at Archbishop Rummel High
School. The race starts Sunday, March 13,
2005, at 7:45 a.m., preceding the Metairie
St. Patrick’s Day Parade, which rolls down
the same route. Proceeds from the race
benefit Archbishop Rummel High School.
Cox Business Services is returning as the
title sponsor of the event.
The race features the largest prize
package of any local 5K, with over $6,000
in prize money. $1,000 goes to the top
male and female, $500 to the second overall male and female, and $250 to the third
overall male and female. Other cash categories include masters, grandmasters, and
first, second, and third place age category
groups. Special award groups include 10
and under, 11-14, 15-19, and 70 and over.
In addition to the race, a Post Race
Party and Food Festival will be held on the
Rummel football field beginning at 8:30
a.m. Over 25 local restaurants and caterers
will be on hand, as well as a Bloody Mary
Bar, refreshments, and live music by the
Topcats. All entrants will be eligible for
the race’s Parade of Prizes.
The registration fee for the race is $17

before March 9, and $20 after the deadline. Pre-registered runners can pick up
their T-shirts and numbers at Rummel
starting at 6:00 a.m. Race day registrants
can register at the school between 6:00
a.m. and 7:30 a.m. Guests and non-runners may pay $7 on race day to attend the

The city of Kenner and District 1
Councilman Marc E. Johnson, in honor of
Black History Month, hosted “Down by the
Riverside – A Gospel Gathering” in Kenner’s
Heritage Park in Rivertown on Saturday,
February 26.
The Gospel celebration included choir
performances from the St. Joseph House of
Prayer and Cypress Grove Baptist Church, an
exhibition commemorating Black History in
Kenner, “Celebrating the Past” – an inspirational play written by Robert Fisher, and the
unveiling of the Kenner Community Band
Plaque. The plaque recognizes the Kenner
Community Band, which was founded in
1942 by Teddy Stewart and Rodney Jones.
Councilman Johnson said, “It’s a celebration of black history and culture and looking

Professional service, quality products and
affordable pricing at your thinning hair specialist.

New Client Intro:

$10.00

Coupon redeemable
on any service
or product over $35.00.

Your complete hair, nail and wig care center
Serving Kenner for 28 years

464-5949
3635 Florida Avenue

4705 James Drive, Metairie

•

$299,000

4 bdrms - 2 1/2 bath, 3100 total
sq. ft. Large elegant home for entertaining and family life. Cathedral ceiling in
den, gleaming hardwood floors throughout
home, crown molding complete with elegant finish, four large bedrooms with
ample closets, gorgeous renovated bath
with cherry cabinets, hugh bright airy
kitchen with center island and new appliances, professional landscape, large lot
and located near lake. EXTREMELY
MOTIVATED

Wendy Bellaci Maloney
(c) (504) 909-8765
e-mail: wendymaloney@kw.com

Orleans.
Race information and a registration
form may be obtained by calling
Archbishop Rummel High School at 8339625. Visit the race web site at www.greatstpaddysdayroadrace.com for further
information or to register on-line. ★

Black History Month Commemorated

Hair Styles Unlimited
Home of the
30 second hair

Post Race Party.
Race registration locations include
Archbishop Rummel High School at 1901
Severn Avenue in Metairie, Phidippidees
located at 6601 Veterans Memorial
Boulevard in Metairie, and GNO Cyclery
at 1426 North Carrollton Avenue in New

Annie Cottingham
(c) (504) 460-8252
e-mail: anniecottingham@kw.com

4425 Veterans Memorial Blvd.
Metairie, LA 70006
Phone: (504) 455-0100
Fax: (504) 455-0322
www.kw.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.

at how Gospel has played a part in Kenner’s
history – which is why we are doing it by the
riverside. The Kenner Community Band
introduced the playing of instruments to local

black children in Kenner. This is a reunion of
sorts for the band members, many of whom
are now in their sixties and seventies.” ★

Saint Pooch’s Day Parade on March 12
Community Shares of Louisiana will
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day by hosting their
annual St. Pooch’s Day Parade on Saturday,
March 12, 2005 on the popular St. Patrick’s
Day Magazine Street route. Parade Grand
Marshall Ronnie Virgets invites all area dog
owners and lovers to join the parade.
“We’re so excited to be a part of the St.
Patrick’s Day celebration in New Orleans,”
said Sister Jane Remson, board president of
Community Shares. “This year our parade
has grown and participants will have a great
time, while supporting social justice.
The St. Pooch’s Day Parade route
begins at St. Andrew’s Street and marches
down Magazine Street to Louisiana
Avenue, then turns and ends at St. Charles
Avenue. Participants can register through
forms available at area veterinarian’s
offices and pet stores, online at
www.louisianashares.org, or at the event.
Registration begins at 9:00 a.m. and the

parade marches at 11:00 a.m. All dogs must
be leashed, have up-to-date vaccinations,
and owners are responsible for cleaning up
after their pets. Registration for the walk is
$15 per dog and for an additional $5 parade
goers can enter the costume contest.
Community Shares of Louisiana is a
501(c)3 non-profit funded in 1996 to provide advocacy and funding to member
agencies through workplace giving campaigns and other community awareness
events. Currently, 19 member agencies
work together through Community Shares
of Louisiana to address hunger, homelessness, illiteracy, discrimination, abuse, neglect and environmental concerns in our
state.
For
more
information
about
Community Shares of Louisiana, or to register for the March 12 St. Pooch’s Day
Parade, contact Executive Director Nora
Wall at 896-2285. ★

Chief Congemi Honors St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church
Following the morning Mass on
February 18, Kenner Police Chief Nick
Congemi presented a special plaque to St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church, located at 4121 St. Elizabeth Drive in Kenner.
Chief Congemi presented the plaque in
honor of St. Elizabeth’s support of the
Kenner Police Department’s Toys For Tots
program, which took place on December 21,
2004. Community Relations Officer Ken

Marroccoli, the program’s director, said that
over 400 needy children in Kenner received
toys last year because of St. Elizabeth’s contributions.
“It is a rewarding program,” said
Marroccoli. “We are grateful to the caring
people at St. Elizabeth. They continue to
open their hearts, year after year, and help us
make Christmas very special for many
underprivileged children in our city.” ★
Kenner Police Chief
Nick Congemi along
with Kenner Police
Community Relations
Officer Ken
Marroccoli, present a
plaque of appreciation to St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton's Sister
Mary Slavia Reed for
the school's participation in the department's annual Toys
For Tots program.
Over 400 needy children received toys
due to the school's
participation.
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Health
The Secrets Of Staying Ahead Of The Competition And Injury Free

By CRAIG GOODWIN
The secrets of staying ahead and
remaining injury free during competition
are speed, conditioning, and flexibility.
Coach Tom Shaw, owner of Tom Shaw
Performance Enhancement and three-time
Super Bowl speed and conditioning coach
for the New England Patriots states, “To
stay ahead of the competition, an athlete
must train hard during their off season to
improve their overall strength and conditioning and work on fundamental techniques to improve their speed.” Shaw also
observes, “If you have two athletes that
possess the same skills, the athlete that
works the hardest in improving their
strength and speed will win out during
competition. Improving an athlete’s
strength and speed builds a level of confidence within that athlete that is unparalleled on the field of competition.”
Working on fundamental techniques
with running, by learning correct body,
arm, leg, and foot positions, helps an athlete improve speed. We have all heard of
the phrase, “Speed Kills.” What is meant by
this phrase is what was previously mentioned above. The more speed an athlete

Nouveau Marc
2005 Mardi
Gras King and
Queen Named

King Don Voeghtly
Queen Gloria Thibodeau Hannahan

possesses, the greater the advantage they
will have over their opponent. The advantage could be either winning a starting
position on a high school team or beating
an opponent during competition. Learning
the correct fundamentals on start and striding positions during running is critical in
all sports, from making a base steal successful in baseball, to beating a defensive
back off the line in football, or in making a
break-away goal in soccer.
Off-season strength training is a vital
part of an athlete’s success during the competitive year. An athlete must work hard
during the off-season to improve their
strength in the upper body, core, and lower
body. Improving strength in the upper body
will help avoid injuries in the shoulder,
which is an area vulnerable to injury in the
throwing athlete. Baseball players too often
work on their fundamentals of hitting and
fielding during the off-season and do not
concentrate enough on improving their
upper body strength. Improving upper body
strength will also work to improve their hitting and fielding skills. Improving strength
in the upper and lower body also help
improve the lower body power in the baseball player, but is crucial to the football
player that needs that increased power to
perform daily on the field. Improving core,
abdominal, and low back strength and stability is also a vital component in achieving
top performance in any type of athlete. The
core brings the upper and lower body

FAMILIES
HELPING FAMILIES
Resource Center for Individuals with
Disabilities and Their Families

www.fhfgno.org

together, working as one unit during the
proper movement skills necessary to perform at a higher level.
Flexibility is the key to both success
and prevention of injury. First, success in
running is learning the correct techniques
for that skill. Flexibility in the lower body
helps improve that skill by allowing longer
strides with less restriction during running.
Upper body flexibility helps the throwing
athlete improve his arm speed while
decreasing the chance for injury in the rotator cuff. Also, flexibility in the athlete’s
core will help increase power in the baseball player with hitting, and agility in the
football player in their movement skills.

Working on all three components will give
any athlete the winning edge during competition. ★
Craig Goodwin, Physical Therapist, is
president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy, located at 3921 Williams
Boulevard and two other locations in
Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical School
Department of Allied Health, Department
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic & Sports
Therapy can be contacted via email at
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

We don’t need to pressure you into
buying our high-quality tires
At Scotty’s Tire & Automotive, we sell quality tires, like Bridgestone, Firestone and Dayton tires, with proven
durability a nd traction. So we don’t have to pressure our customers into buying tires that they don’t need or
can’t afford. Instead, we’ll help you decide which Bridgestone, Firestone or Dayton tire is best for your vehicle, your needs and your budget.
We don’t make exaggerated claims or pump up prices with hidden extras.
Because we think the only things that should be inflated are our tires.

67
4200 Williams Boulevard
465-1312
•Prorated replacement if warranted mileage not attained; actual tread life may vary. Certain limitations and restrictions apply. See retailer for full warranty details before your purchase **30 Day Test Drive - See retailer for details.
*** Platinum Pact Limited Warranty - Certain limitations and restrictions apply. See retailer for full warranty details
before your purchase.
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Senior Care

It’s All About You!
The Chic…Boutique

By DEENI R. SHANNON

BB Simon belts
with
Swarovski crystals

25% to 75% OFF
WINTER FASHIONS

NEW SPRING FASHIONS
4041 Williams Boulevard • Suite 6A
Winn-Dixie Shopping Center • 467-2558
Hours: T, Sat. 10-6 • W, Th, F 10-7

Window Screens Made & Installed
PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
Pool Enclosures
Carports
Insulated Rooms
Replacement
Windows
• Gutters

•
•
•
•
•

Patio Covers
Glass Rooms
Room Additions
Screened Rooms
Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.
504-467-6998

ES FRE
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M
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•
•
•
•

Osteoporosis
A big concern for many
seniors is Osteoporosis. This
disease causes bones to
become fragile and more
likely to break. Breaks occur
most frequently in the spine,
hip, and wrist. The biggest
concern with this disease is
that because it is painless and
a person may be unaware of
their condition until a bone is
fractured, it will progress
undetected and, therefore, untreated. Women are four times
more likely then men to develop the disease.
Conditions that may give you a higher chance of getting osteoporosis include being female, having a small
body (less than 125 pounds), having a family history of
the disease, and being postmenopausal. You also are at
risk if your diet is low in dairy products and you have an
inactive lifestyle.
To find out if you have weak bones you can ask your
physician about a bone density test. One test is a dualenergy x-ray absorptiometry (DEXA), a test that x-rays
your bones. If you are age 65 and older you should be
tested.

DREAMMAKER

(continued from page 1)

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941
Fax (504) 888-8120

rooms for makeovers.”
DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen, a remodeling franchise that averages 20,000 jobs a year, conducted a
national survey that identified the following design
trends to expect in 2005.
In the kitchen: Natural granite countertops - with
quartz composite countertops gaining in popularity;
Pendant lighting over sinks, islands and peninsulas;
More color; Open-area cooking and eating areas to comingle with adjoining living areas; Laminate flooring;
Maple cabinets with natural finishes or specialty glazes;
More universal design features; Kitchen islands for
cooking, eating, etc; Faucets in nickel finish, antique
copper and oil rubbed bronze and; Stainless steel appliances.
And in the bath: Enlarged spaces borrowing from
adjacent closets or small bedrooms; Conversions of tubs
to showers with seats; Luxury showers featuring body
jets and double shower heads in place of whirlpool tubs;
Quieter ventilation fans; Grab bars for safety; Solid surface countertops; Maple cabinets with natural, light or
painted finishes, and granite tile floors.
These new trends in remodeling seem to support the
importance of the kitchen as the hub of the house and
the bath as a get-away. Most customers are looking to
create a gathering space in their kitchens and a spa-like
atmosphere in their bathrooms.
DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen also identified universal design as an overall growing concern in 2005.
“Educated customers are remodeling with safety
and flexibility in mind,” said Faia. “Universal design is
the perfect solution for an aging population, as well as a
guard against any number of common accidents that
occur in kitchens and baths every day, regardless of the
homeowner’s age.”
In addition, the company said 2005 will be the year
of new luxury in kitchen and bathroom remodeling.

The best way to prevent osteoporosis is to build
strong bones all of your life. You can do this by getting
enough calcium each day. Taking Vitamin D is also
important because it helps your body to take in calcium.
Eating a healthy diet including lean meat, fish, green
leafy vegetables, and oranges are great for fighting osteoporosis. Other ways to prevent weak bones include exercising, not smoking, and drinking in moderation.
If you have been diagnosed with the disease be sure
to make your home safe, as it is important to reduce your
chances of falling. Simple things to do include using a
rubber bath mat, installing grab bars in the bath or shower, and keeping your floors free of clutter.
Osteoporosis can be treated with medications, so consult your physician to see if one is right for you.
It is very important for you to prevent bone loss and
weakening of your bones, as they will support you during
your later years in life. ★
Deeni R. Shannon is the Executive Director of
Summerville at Kenner. Shannon, who has a Master’s of
Health of Administration degree, has over fourteen years
experience in health care. Summerville, a 123 unit assisted living community serving seniors of Kenner and
Jefferson Parish, is located at 1600 Joe Yenni Boulevard.
Summerville’s phone number is 467-1000. The company’s
website is www.summervillehg.com/atlas/la/kenner.html.

Customers will find room in their budgets to trade-up
on a least one luxury feature in the typical remodeling
project, even if it means downgrading somewhere else.
DreamMaker owners, Kathy and Sal Faia, are no
strangers to the process of home remodeling. For 26
years, the couple has operated Faia Construction, known
for its residential and commercial projects.
“By becoming a part of the DreamMaker team, we
have been able to combine the expertise of our carpenters with a superior product line of cabinets and other
products for the home. Our technicians have also undergone specialized training that enables us to provide
options to a complete renovation, such as refinishing,
re-facing, and relining of existing components in a
client’s home.”
Aside from making the renovation dreams of their
clients come true, the Faias, in association with Kenner
North Kiwanis Club, are also in the process of improving the lives of a Braithwaite, Louisiana family, by participating in the television show, Extreme Makeover
Home Edition.
“We are sending one of our carpenters out for the
day to assist with the building of a fishing pier for a
young child who lost his father and brother in an automobile accident,” Faia said, adding that she and her husband, Sal, find that community involvement is a very
important priority of their business.
For more information, visit the web site at
www.DreamMaker-remodel.com. ★

RECALLS
Highway Safety Research Center
www.hsrc.unc.edu/pubinfo/child_recall.htm
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
www-odi.nhtsa.dot.gov/cars/problems/recalls
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Travel

Celebrating 25 Years

Great Golf Across The Caribbean
By LaDEAN RADA
Let’s get serious about
golf in the Caribbean. The
greens are glorious and the
weather is good nearly all
year round. Established
courses are constantly
joined by new and challenging entries.
The
Dominican
Republic boasts over 19
courses, including The
Teeth of The Dog, which is world renown. Gary Player
has created the newest golf course, the Guavaberry Golf
and Country Club, on the southeast coast. Pete Dye and
Robert Trent Jones have also created championship
courses there.
In Jamaica, quality courses can be found at the
Sandals and Beaches resorts. Rose Hall has an 18-hole
championship golf course, the White Witch, with a golf
concierge.
The island of Barbados brags about the Royal
Westmoreland Golf Club, the challenging Barbados
Golf Club and the new Sandy Lane Country Club, with
its spectacular “Green Monkey” course.
In the the Bahamas, the Radisson Cable Beach and
Golf Resort is a resort quality, 7,040 yard, par 72 championship course with four tees to play from.
The new Four Seasons Resort, Great Exuma at
Emerald Bay has a Greg Norman designed, 18 hole, par
72, 6,880 yard golf course. Dick Wilson and Robert
Trent Jones designed the Westin and Sheraton’s 18-hole
golf courses at Lucaya Beach.
Bermuda is famous for its many golf courses which
includes Belmont Hills, Castle Harbour, Horizons, Mid

Ocean, Ocean View, and Port Royal to name a few.
The Cayman Islands, with the PGA-rated linksstyle Safe Haven Golf Course, is gaining a Greg
Norman world-class, nine-hole signature golf course at
the Ritz Carlton in Grand Cayman. The Hyatt boasts its
own Jack Nicklaus 18-hole executive course as well.
Four Season’s Golf Course on the island of Nevis is
considered one of the most beautiful in the Caribbean.
On its sister island, St. Kitts, the royal St. Kitts Golf
Course, now Marriott Golf managed, is an 18 hole, par
72, Tom McBroom championship course with sweeping
views of Frigate Bay, and a Nick Faldo Golf Institute.
In Aruba, the challenging Tierra del Sol, world
class, tradewinds cooled, 18 hole, par 71 golf course
was designed by Robert Trent Jones II. Other islands
with golf courses include Antigua, Grenada,
Guadeloupe, Martinique, Belize, Tobago, Turks and
Caicos, Curacao, St. Lucia and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
All along Mexico’s Caribbean coastline between
Cancun and Tulum there are also quality golf facilities
to test your skills.
Last, but not least, are the multitude of championship golf courses throughout Puerto Rico. Major
resorts such as the new Sol Melia, Westin Rio Mar,
Hilton Ponce, Hyatt, Wyndham El Conquistador and
the new Fairmont Coco Beach all boast championship
courses designed by the top names in golf.
There are many choices for golfers when visiting
the Caribbean. See your travel agent today and plan
your golf vacation now. ★

10% OFF
expires 4/15/05

Specialists in Art, Custom Framing and Design

ESPLANADE MALL

1401 West Esplanade • Kenner • 464-4662
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.

Home Computer Slow?
Any Service Call
New
Month of
Customers $
March

25 OFF

WE CAN HELP!

We specialize In Onsite Computer Service.
VIRUS PROTECTION & REMOVAL
SPYWARE REMOVAL • FIREWALLS
HOME & OFFICE INTERNET SHARING
NETWORKS • WIRELESS
SERVER & WORKSTATION
REPAIR & UPGRADES

616-8030

M. Susan M. Felder, D.D.S.

KCVB Updates Web Site Features For Visitors
The Kenner Convention
and
Visitors
Bureau
(KCVB) has recently
improved its web site,
www.kennercvb.com, for
visitors and meeting planners to access.
One of the most interesting aspects of our
enhanced web site is our
new “E Brochure.” We now
provide our prospective visitors a way to receive our
brochure in an instant by simply clicking on a downloadable version. We can also adjust the web site immediately as information changes, assuring that those
interested in our city will always remain up-to-date on
what’s going on in Kenner.
The KCVB is an affiliation of numerous local businesses working together to increase the number of conventions and visitors to Kenner. The KCVB also provides local businesses with numerous services and
opportunities to garner revenue from a wide variety of
sources. When the KCVB and businesses work togeth-

Our prices & services are so
good—we will accept all
competitors coupons plus
give you an additional

LaDean Rada is owner of and agent for Rada’s
World of Travel, located at 903 Williams Blvd. LaDean
Rada can be reached at 467-9450, by fax at 465-9822
or via email at radatvl@aol.com.

Tourism
By SHARON SOLOMON

25

er, we all benefit.
Call me at 464-9494 to find out how you can be part
of our new web site marketing strategy in attracting visitors both to Kenner and to your business. ★
Sharon Solomon is the Marketing Director for the
Kenner Convention and Visitors Bureau, located at
2100 Third Street in Rivertown. The KCVB is a nonprofit corporation funded by private membership dues
and funds from the city of Kenner. Sharon Solomon can
be reached via email at kennercvb@aol.com or on the
Internet at www.kennercvb.com.

Happy
Easter!

FAMILY DENTISTRY
4134 FLORIDA AVENUE, SUITE 101
KENNER, LOUISIANA 70065

(504) 469-6333
Office Hours By Appointment
Emergencies taken daily • New patients welcome.
Visa, Master Card, Discover Card accepted.
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Bees Succeed In Basic Math
By KEN TRAHAN
Call it addition by subtraction. Such is
the current plight of the lowly New Orleans
Hornets, who seek to ascend in the talented
Western Conference of the NBA as quickly
as possible. When you consider the division
that the likes of Baron Davis and Jamal
Mashburn caused within the organization,
the equation became multiplied. That takes
care of your basic math.
Whether Dale Davis or Jim Jackson
ever wear a Hornets uniform, New Orleans
moved forward by dumping Mashburn and
Davis. In Mashburn, you had a malcontent,
selfish individual who was a one-dimensional jump-shooter. He may not ever play
again, anyway. In Davis, you had a spoiled,
coach-killing, self-absorbed, egocentric
player who quit on his coach last year and
drew the wrath of his coach this year.
The difference with the Hornets organization this season as compared to last is
that owner George Shinn and new General

Manager Allen Bristow are willing to stand
by their man, Byron Scott, something management and ownership refused to do for
Tim Floyd. Prior to Floyd, they refused to
pay Paul Silas.
It is obvious that Silas and Floyd were
not the problems in New Orleans. Silas is
laughing all the way to the bank in
Cleveland, where he is part of a growing
Eastern contender. Floyd will soon work at
USC, where he fits very comfortably on the
intercollegiate level.
When I hear the detractors of dealing
away Davis, I am left scratching my head.
He was vastly overpaid for what he delivered. He could not get his team into the second round of the playoffs. He is not a good
shooter. He is not a good free throw shooter. His ability to get to the rim was his
greatest asset and that was curtailed by the
other negative surrounding Davis, the persistent injuries to his knee, back, and ankle
area. He is old for his age by NBA standards.
Perhaps he will be motivated with
another bad team in his home state. By the
way, the Warriors are coached by another
former college coach in Mike Montgomery,
who, like Floyd in Chicago, inherited an

awful situation at Golden State. I wonder
who the boss will be on that team.
In Speedy Claxton, the Hornets got
younger, quicker, and healthier. He will
prove to be a nice compliment to Dan
Dickau, a player Byron Scott has taken to
and wants to re-sign. The acquisition of
Glenn Robinson could give the team a
baseline scorer that they have been lacking.
The return of Jamal Magloire should help
the team down low.
Of the in-season changes, Casey
Jacobsen, Dickau, and Bostjahn Nachbar
have proven to be good ones who should be
around as part of the rebuilding, new-look
Hornets. Regardless of how New Orleans
fares the rest of the way, they figure to get
at least a top four pick in the draft which
should enhance the team. J.R. Smith is
emerging as a go-to guy, a future star, while
Chris Anderson has been a big step-up from
the dead weight of Tractor Traylor.
In fact, when you look at last year’s
team, it is now quite evident that New
Orleans was not very good. David Wesley
missed significant time and his play was
dropping off. Darrell Armstrong ran out of
gas. George Lynch, who remains on the
team, is a non-factor offensively. Traylor
was below average. Steve Smith was past
his prime. Sean Rooks was done.

Mashburn hardly played.
By obtaining a long-term deal, Scott
accrued power and a consensus from management to retool the team. He has, perhaps
in his own image.
While the Hornets figure to win no
more than 20 games this year, perhaps they
can get to 30 next year. With the current
progression, who knows where they will be
in two years. With the former cast of players, the best the Hornets ever did was get to
the second round of the playoffs in the
weaker Eastern Conference. With Davis,
Magloire, and Wesley healthy to start the
season, they were 0-5 this year. They
weren’t going anywhere. They still aren’t
this year though the basic math performed
by Shinn, Bristow, and Scott in recent
weeks has improved the equation of rediscovering winning in the not-too-distant
future. ★

AIRPORT

The Aviation Board takes this position
because of a conflicting state law that
involves a 1994 settlement agreement
between Kenner, the Aviation Board and the
city of New Orleans. The 1994 settlement
agreement was reached between previous
administrations for the city of New Orleans
and the city of Kenner.
In order to make clear the Aviation
Board’s obligations and rights, the Aviation
Board and the city of New Orleans on
February 25 filed a lawsuit in Civil District
Court in New Orleans seeking a declaratory
judgment that defines the rights of the
Aviation Board, the city of Kenner and the
city of New Orleans regarding construction
projects at the airport. The intent of the lawsuit is to obtain a judgment that will allow
the runway project to go forward without
requiring Armstrong International to seek
any permits from the city of Kenner.
Responding to the Aviation Board’s
action, Mayor Capitano said, “We are very
disappointed with the Aviation Board’s decision to take this matter to court. As I have
stated publicly, the city of Kenner agreed to
let the rehabilitation work continue while
the permit process was underway . . . we did
not try to stop this project. As the matter is
now in court, we will have no further comment.” ★

(continued from page 1)
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Congratulations and keep up the good work!
Supervisor of the
1st Quarter

Bill Cambre
Slots

for the runway because they believed that
the work will not change the runway’s “footprint.” The existing Kenner ordinance
requires the airport get permits for any work
that would change any facet of the airport’s
“footprint,” including runways. Mayor
Capitano and his consultants disagree, contending that the runway rebuilding changes
the runway’s shoulder from 25 feet to 35
feet, thereby in their view affecting sufficient change to qualify as a revision of the
runway’s “footprint.”
Also at issue is a $9 million tunnel built
under the runway during the administration
of former Kenner Mayor Aaron Broussard
as a possible underground throughway for
traffic that has since been shifted to the airport’s access road from Veterans Boulevard
to Airline Highway. The tunnel project, paid
for by the state of Louisiana, was never
completed. Mayor Capitano says he is concerned that the runway rebuilding could
damage the tunnel and wants the airport to
pay for videotape of the tunnel and other
tests.
Capitano says if the Aviation Board
doesn’t apply for the permits, the city will
then step in to stop the runway rehabilitation
project.
In response, the Aviation Board issued a
statement that the project is not subject to
the requirements of the Kenner ordinance.

Ken Trahan serves as Assistant Athletic
Director for Media Services, Broadcasting,
Campus and Community Relations and
Group Sales at UNO and as sports director
at Biz Radio 990, WGSO-AM. Trahan is
also the general manager and chairman of
the board of the Saints Hall of Fame in
Rivertown, Kenner, and maintains a prep
football website at www.neworleans.com.
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Rivertown

Native American Basket Making Demonstated In March
A celebration of Native American baskets will take place each Saturday in March
at the Cannes Brûlée Native American
Village in Rivertown. Various styles of basket making from different tribes found in
Louisiana will be featured. Demonstrations
at the site will be ongoing between the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. each
Saturday in March. Admission is $3 for
adults and $2 for children. Tickets may be
purchased at the Rivertown Exhibit Hall
located at 415 Williams Boulevard.
Scheduled events include:
March 5, Louise Billiot, United Houma
Nation, Half-Hitch Coil Palmetto Baskets.
March 11, Marjorie Battise, Coushatta,
Long-Leaf Pine Needle Baskets.
March 19, Scarlette Darden, Chitamacha,
Split River Cane Baskets.
March 26, Zoe Anna Verret, United
Houma Nation, Jigsaw Style Palmetto

Baskets.
The Cannes Brûlée Native American
Village is a unique outdoor exhibit, complete with Native American structures
enhanced with live animals. Each Saturday
Native American artisans from tribes
throughout the Gulf South and elsewhere
will share their culture and traditions with
the public.
Admission is $3 for adults, $2.50 for
seniors and $2 for children. Tickets may be
purchased at the Rivertown Exhibit Hall
located at 415 Williams Boulevard.
The Native American guest artist program is supported by a grant from the
Louisiana Division of the Arts, Office of
Cultural Development, Department of
Culture, Recreation and Tourism, in cooperation with the Louisiana State Arts
Council as administered by the Arts
Council of New Orleans. ★

Children’s Castle Features Irish
Tales, Music, And Magic In March
All performances are on Saturdays at
11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
March 5
Singer Storyteller Betsy McGovern
“Toe Tappin” Irish Tunes & Tales...your
best bit o’ blarney
March 12
Singer Judy Caplan Ginsburgh
“Makin’ Music” Matinee...you’re in the
sing-along spotlight
March 19
World’s Smallest Magician, Irwin Royes
“Hare Raising Magic”

March 26
Calliope Puppet Theater
“The Grasshopper & The Ant”
Castle shows are suggested for children
ages five and older. Admission is $3.50 per
person (ages two and older.) Call 468-7231
extension 220, Tuesday through Saturday,
from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., or contact
the Castle directly at 712-9861, Saturday
9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m., for reservations
and information. Children’s Castle is located at 501 Williams Boulevard in Kenner’s
Rivertown. ★

The Cannes Brûlée Native American
Village is located at the Wildlife and
Fisheries Museum at 303 Williams

Boulevard in Kenner’s Rivertown. Call
468-7231, extension 220, for more information.

CENTURY
TITLE
RANDY LOVITT
Notary Public

“WE CLOSE REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS FOR YOU”

Real Estate Sales, Mortgages,
Donations, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
• Expert Closing Assistance — In Operation over 11 years
• In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys — You’ll need this
• We keep you Informed — We return your Calls
• Convenient Locations — Free validated Parking
• Our Costs are Competitive — Our Work is Accurate
METAIRIE
One Lakeway Center
3900 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 605
Metairie, Louisiana 70002

830-7979
FAX
831-2609

NORTHSHORE
209 Highway 22 West, Suite G
Madisonville, Louisiana 70447

The Golden Age Opens at RRT
The Golden Age, an engaging, lighthearted and witty drama written by A. R.
Gurney and directed by Stocker Fontelieu
opens at the Rivertown Repertory Theatre
on Friday, March 4 and runs through March
20. Performances are on Fridays and
Saturdays at 8:00 p.m. and on Sundays at
2:30 p.m., with one performance on
Thursday, March 10 at 8:00 p.m. A pre-performance buffet catered by Messina’s
Restaurant is also available for $18.
The Golden Age revolves around an
aging recluse, Isabel, who, concerned
about her granddaughters’ future, decides
to make public an unpublished chapter of F.

Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby. It is
rumored that she was his model for Daisy.
Tom, a young academic, is determined to
procure this literary treasure no matter the
means.
Ticket prices are $22 for adults, $20 for
seniors 55 and up and students, and $10 for
children aged six to 12. Group rates are
available.
Rivertown Repertory Theatre is located
at 325 Minor Street in Kenner’s Rivertown
district. Call the box office at 468-7221
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday
through Friday for reservations. ★

RRT Remembers Keith Briggs
A memorial service in celebration of
Keith Briggs’ life and career will be held at
the Rivertown Repertory Theatre on
Monday, March 7, 2005 at 7:00 p.m.
Briggs, a writer, director and producer
recently passed away.
A number of speakers will talk about
his life and their times with Briggs. An

“open mike” will be available for any others who would like to speak. All friends,
co-workers, and relatives are invited to
attend. Refreshments will be served.
Rivertown Repertory Theatre is located
at 325 Minor Street in Kenner’s Rivertown
district. ★
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Automotive
Interested in helping
Kenner’s helpless? Listen To Your Brakes
Call Kenner Cares

468-7823
VOLUNTEER
DONATE
ANSWER A PRAYER

THE EMERALD GALA 2005
Saturday, March 19 • 7:30 PM to 1:00 AM
(Patron Party - 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM)

ACHS GYMNASIUM
“UNDER THE EMERALD SEA”
BALLROOM
8800 Veterans Blvd., Metairie
Silent and Oral Auction
Buffet Dining
Dancing to

Bobby Cure and the Summertime Blues
$50.00 per person
Black Tie Optional
Parking on Premises

By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
Most drivers take their
vehicle’s ability to stop for
granted. Often, possible serious situations are revealed
when your brakes make
noise, pull, vibrate, or feel
soft. Attending to these
problems
immediately
enhances your safety and
saves time and money down
the road.
Brake Squealing and Groaning
If you just had a brake job and hear squealing noises, it
may indicate a problem. Return to the shop as soon as possible. It may cost more, but installing premium brake pads,
calipers, and rotors should provide noise and vibration-free
operation and longer pad life.
In most cases, however, squeaking wear indicators may
just be doing their job, as brake squealing can sometimes
indicate worn down pads.
Because of the abrasive nature of many traditional brake
pads against the rotor, squealing may occur. Low quality
rotors could be the cause of the noise, too. In these situations,
the resulting noise is more annoying than anything else, as
low quality or abrasive brake pads can cause groaning noises. By installing premium brake system components, squealing and groaning can be minimized. It is best to install the
same type of pad fitted as original equipment or an upgrade
pad. Ultra-premium ceramic pads are now available for

almost all domestic, Japanese and European model vehicles,
and are recommended.
Pulling and Judder
If your vehicle pulls to one side when braking, low tire
pressure may be at fault. But it can also mean a brake caliper
is sticking, leaking, or not sliding properly due to corrosion.
This could lead to uneven brake pad and rotor wear, thereby
reducing the life of the pads and causing steering wheel judder or vibration. Get the problem fixed properly by having a
trained technician access the situation, as the rotor may be
able to be machined smooth. However, this is not a long-term
fix and a corroded caliper or rotor may need to be replaced.
Soft-Pedal Feel
You may experience a “soft-pedal feel” when air or water
gets into the braking system. Improper bleeding and general
corrosion are normally the reasons. Air in the system will
force you to push harder than usual on the brake pedal in
order to stop. Water can adversely affect caliper performance
by causing brake fluid to boil prematurely, which can result
in a significant loss of stopping power. Have the brake fluid
changed as recommended.
Listen to your brakes – you can learn a lot by paying attention to what your brakes have to say. It will keep you safe on
the highway and you will spend less money down the road. ★
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty ’s Tire and
Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated full-service
tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m-5:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, and 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. on
Saturday. Scotty’s web site is www.scottystireauto.com.

MARCH 2005
CHILDREN’S CASTLE SCHEDULE
SATURDAYS AT11:30 A.M.AND1:00 P.M.
MARCH 5
SINGER STORYTELLER BETSY MCGOVERN
Toe Tappin” Irish Tunes & Tales...your best bit o’blarney
MARCH 12
SINGER JUDY CAPLAN GINSBURGH
“Makin’ Music” Matinee...you’re in the sing-along spotlight
MARCH 19
WORLD’S SMALLEST MAGICIAN IRWIN ROYES
“Hare Raising Magic”
MARCH 26
CALLIOPE PUPPET THEATER
The Grasshopper & The Ant
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March In Mind
By SELA ADAMS CURRY
I think we
should call this
month “Makeup March.” We
haven’t had a
m o m e n t ’s
peace
since
sometime in
October. But
you
know,
regardless of
how many days are in the month, March is
jam packed too. I know it is here at the
Treasure Chest. This month we’re trying
something new. We’re going “Diggin’ for
Treasures at the Treasure Chest.” It’s a new
promotion that’s sure to get everyone fired
up. No need to bring your shovel, just bring
yourself to the Treasure Chest Casino.
Speaking of shovels, it reminds me of
my father (you thought or hoped I wouldn’t
have a personal tale of digging now, didn’t
you?) Now don’t get me wrong, he was a
good man, however, he did seem to always
push me a little harder than the rest. I guess
that might be because I was his last shot at
having a boy. You know, it shocks me to this
day that I don’t have an identity crisis of
sorts since they called me Buster until I
was about four. Sorry, I digress. Anyway,
soon after I started driving we starting having a severe bottle necking of cars in our
driveway. You know, four girls, two parents
and no one that wants to move a car.
As the wheels in my head (no pun
intended) are always spinning, I came up
with the “Extend and angle the driveway
theory.” While the plan seemed perfect in
my mind, I neglected to take into mind my
father’s tendency to avoid additional labor
at all costs. When cement day rolled around
I received two things…a shovel and a
directive, which was simply to dig. I got
one additional directive as this hapless day
progressed, which was to dig deeper.
Needless to say, I am very proud of my
driveway extension, however, I wished I
had been guided by my older sisters’ wisdom prior to blurting out the painstaking
extension plan.
Yes, sometimes I lay in bed at night and
I think of that fateful day, or find a stray
callous on my hand, which jolts the memory and this sentiment comes to
mind…“Just park on the street dummy!”
Anyway, I promise “Diggin’ for
Treasures” will be a far different experience than my personal digging experience…there was definitely no cash at the
end of my dig.
Now, until next month, here are some
more things happening at the Treasure
Chest
“Diggin’ for Treasures”
The “Diggin’” kicks off on March 1
and runs through March 29 for this all new

promotion. Every Tuesday in March, beginning March 8, there will be a drawing at
7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. to see who will do
the diggin’. Participants will get to shovel
the cash their way and have an opportunity
to grow their take with a spin of the wheel.
So don’t miss out on this great new promotion. For more info, call 443-8000.
Treasured Friends
It’s always good to be a Treasured
Friend. On Saturday, March 5 it is Senior
Saturday Point Day. Our Treasured Friends
will receive 4 times points from 7:00 a.m.
until 10:00 p.m. at the Treasure Chest
Casino. For more information call 4438000.
The Shoppe at Treasure Chest
At the Treasure Chest it seems we are
adding something new everyday, and that is
very nearly true. Not only can you use your
comp dollars for one of our many restaurants or gift certificates, but now you can
visit The Shoppe at the Treasure Chest as
well. The Shoppe, operated by Silver
Solstice, offers a variety of seasonal gift
items along with an array of jewelry and
assorted gifts. So next time you are at the
Treasure Chest Casino, stop by The Shoppe
and see what new things they have to offer.
Pointe Deli
Nothing beats coming to the Treasure
Chest where you can rack up points on your
Prime Rewards card, and now you can rack
up on some great food at the Pointe Deli.
You’ll find so many choices from a quick
coffee and pastry to a half-pound burger
and fries, and you can’t miss the great
breakfast menu as well. So come out and
try our new Pointe Deli at the Treasure
Chest Casino.
That’s it for now. Hope to see you soon. ★
Sela Adams Curry is Community
Relations & Group Sales Manager for
Treasure Chest Casino, owned and operated by Boyd Gaming Corporation. Sela
Curry can be reached at SelaCurry@boydgaming.com. Treasure Chest Casino’s
web site is www.treasurechest.com.

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
PARISH
“FOOL FEST”
“ROCK-N-ROLLIN ON THE RIVER”
April 1, 2, 3, 2005
LOCATED IN KENNER’S
HISTORIC RIVERTOWN
P.O.P. RIDES AND GREAT GAMES
FOOD BY
MESSINA’S AND SMITTY’S SEAFOOD
FRIDAY - THE CHEE-WEEZ
SATURDAY - CHRISTIAN ROCK
BAND, REMEMBERING
DECEMBER AND
THE MIXED NUTS
SUNDAY - THE TOPCATS
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Sitting In Johnny’s Chair
By ED CLANCY
When Johnny Carson died in January,
radio, TV, newspapers, magazines and the
Internet were filled with tributes to the man
who held forth every night for thirty years
on NBC’s “Tonight Show.” I was not close
to him, as I never met the man, but I did get
close to him one day, in a manner of speaking.
Steve Allen began the “Tonight Show”
in the fifties, but when Jack Paar took over
the show, I daydreamed about being a guest
and trading snappy repartee with Paar, who
was—and remains—my favorite of all of
the hosts of “Tonight.” I didn’t get a chance
to go to New York City, where the show was
produced in the sixties, until Carson had
taken over. When I did get inside Radio
City, I took the elevator to where I knew
Carson’s offices were located, and actually
spoke with the show’s producer. As I wandered the halls, I only saw one celebrity:
comedian Alan King, who, for some reason, was walking the corridor in a terry
cloth bathrobe.
I left the fifth floor with a feeling of

incompleteness. I needed to get closer to
the center of the program that had kept me
up way past my bedtime when Jack Paar sat
in that chair. That Chair! Yes, that was the
answer. If I couldn’t sit on Jack Paar’s
couch, I could sit in Johnny Carson’s chair.
I made my way toward the studio and found
absolutely no security. It would be a different story in post-9/11 New York City, and I
don’t think they considered me a stalker,
because showbiz stalkers weren’t really in
the news back then.
I wandered around the Carson set and
was confronted by a staffer named Bob
who wanted to know if he could help me. I
thought rather quickly of a plausible reason
for my presence in an area which, by rights,
I should have been kicked out of, if not
arrested.
“I’m a set decorator from Syracuse,”
my heart raced as I lied, “and they asked me
to come down to take a look at the set
because they’re going to do a complete
refurbishing.”
Bob said, “Oh, okay,” and let me go
about my business. I was actually incredulous that he would think a kid barely into
his twenties, wearing a shirt and tie, and
without a pony tail, could be a set decoration consultant for the top rated show in television. I was also incredulous at the smallness of the set, not to mention its horrible

condition. Finally I spied it: Johnny
Carson’s Chair (which, in my mind, was
Jack Paar’s Chair). I slowly and reverently
sat down in it. I actually was sitting in
Johnny’s chair. It was an unbelievably surreal feeling. Then I looked down and that
feeling went away real fast. The chair itself
was nothing more than an armless office
chair that any secretary might use, it was
much smaller than I had figured, and the
stuffing was coming out of the seat. Johnny
Carson’s chair was falling apart!
I sat there for as long as I thought I
could get away with it, then got up, did a
little more surveying, told Bob there was a
lot of work to do on that set, thanked him
and walked out. Mission Accomplished: I
had reclined in Johnny’s Chair.
Two weeks later I was watching the
“Tonight Show,” and got the shock of my

life. Johnny Carson came out from behind
a brand new, multi colored curtain, framing
a newly redecorated set that must have cost
a half a million dollars. In front of Johnny’s
brand new – and much larger – chair was a
new desk in front of a sparkling New York
skyline.
I have never admitted that NBC might
have already been in the middle of redecorating. I have always told myself that my
little scam had convinced them to get rid
of that horrible set...including Johnny’s
Chair. ★
Ed Clancy is the host of Kenner,
Everything’s Right Here, on KTV, Channel
76 on Cox Cable/Jefferson Parish. Clancy
can be reached via email at
Edclancy2@aol.com.

CITY OF KENNER

CELEBRATES 150 YEARS
Sesquicentennial Birthday Celebration

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30 AT 6:00 PM
PONTCHARTRAIN CENTER
FREE ADMISSION
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(continued from page 1)

SAMUEL Y. BROWN, M.D.
ANA de AGUIAR, M.D.
PEDIATRICS
ACCEPT MOST HMOs & PPOs
OCHSNER
KIDMED PROVIDER

443-KIDS
443-5437

3813 Williams Blvd., Kenner - Between W. Esplanade & The Lake

Community Link:

Brought To You On Behalf Of
Jefferson Community Of One
Take a minute to share the following with the members of your group or organization this next month.
CHARACTER is what a person is on the inside. How you act shows others your
character.
1. As a group, consider what “characteristics” the general public might attribute
to your organization. What character traits would you like to have your association
known for?
2. Food for thought: Is there anything about your own individual character that
you would like to change, given the opportunity?
3. This week, let someone know at least one thing that you admire about their
character, i.e. their sense of humor, inner strength, or leadership ability.
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“THE MOBSTER LOBSTER”

F r i e d, C h a r b r o i l e d o r S t e a m e d L o b s t e r w i t h c r a b m e a t
dressing and topped with crawfish cream sauce

G R I L L E D

O Y S T E R S

“ T H E B E S T I N T O W N ”
Charbroiled oysters on the half shell

VIDEO POKER

3525 Williams Blvd.
(1 block North of West Esplanade)

466-5550
see menu at www.tecoro.com

L U N C H & D I N N E R 7 D AY S A W E E K
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ond best in Jefferson Parish. The pre-school
program includes a gifted program for threeyear-olds. There are about 40 gifted children
between the pre-school program and fifth
grade.
Jefferson Parish School Board member
Judy Colgan, whose district includes Birney,
says, “This school is another of East
Jefferson’s well-kept educational secrets and
that’s truly unfortunate because this is a
school that compares with the best parochial
and private elementary schools in our region.
The principal is a wonderful administrator
who was a great teacher earlier in her career.
The veteran faculty loves this school. The
only way a teacher leaves Birney is to take
retirement. My phone rings off the hook with
calls from parents hoping for special permits
so their kid can attend Birney. That’s the kind
of school it is.”
The principal is Patricia Favolora, a 35year educational veteran who is in her 28th
year at Birney. Before becoming principal,
she won a reputation as one of the finest
teachers of gifted children in Jefferson
Parish. Like many who have found educational careers in Jefferson, Favolora is a graduate of Riverdale High School. She received
her undergraduate degree at Dominican
College and her Master’s degree at UNO.
Birney is a remarkably diverse school.
There are 567 children in attendance. About
85 are from Kenner. Most of the Kenner students come from North Kenner, including a
number who are attending Birney on special
permits. The student body is 54 percent
white, 26 percent African-American, 10 percent Asian and 10 percent Hispanic. That
does not reflect the students from the Middle
East. One of the jokes enjoyed at Birney is
that the school resembles a little United
Nations. In one classroom, a visitor found,
besides the children born in the United
States, students from Dubai, Nigeria,
Honduras, China and Japan.
“It doesn’t bother me in the least that we
finished second instead of first in Jefferson in
the LEAP test,” says Favolora. “What I care
about more is that we focus on what we could
do better in the LEAP test. Our students could
do better in math. We’ve found we need to
concentrate more on factual writing because
the LEAP test requires that. Our top students
can do better in the LEAP test than they have
done. So, we’re going to focus on how they
can achieve their full potential, instead of just
being glad that they did pretty well.”
Toward that end, Favolora is working with
the top 40 students in the fourth grade to help
them get ready for this year’s LEAP test,
while another teacher is working with the top
40 students in the third grade, so they can be
ready next year when they take the LEAP test.
The Parent-Teacher Group President at
Birney is Cindy Lichestein. Three of her children have graduated Birney and are doing
well as they move through the educational
system. Her fourth, Cassidy, is a five-year-old
in kindergarten at Birney. Another inside joke
at Birney is that if anything happened to
Favolora, Cassidy is prepared to take over.
That’s because she’s been coming to Birney
since she was an infant in the arms of her

mother who volunteers at the school everyday.
“I think every parent who has a child at
Birney has high aspirations for their kid,”
says Lichestein. “This is a school that brings
out the best in a child, not just in the classroom but in terms of personal conduct. I
think you can often tell who is a Birney kid
because of the way they carry themselves and
relate to others.”
Birney is one of the few schools of any
kind in South Louisiana that has a no-bullying policy.
“After 35 years in this business, I know as
well as anyone that you can never get rid of
bullying, however much you might try,” says
Favolora. “But at Birney, we carry out our nobullying policy as though it were possible to
end bullying.”
Toward that end, Birney has a special
classification known as “heroes,” a designation reserved for children who make a special
effort to stand up for kids who are teased,
made fun of or excluded. A “hero” gets a special badge and is commended by all the faculty members.
While Birney is famous for its academic
achievements, there are strict standards. A
student who gets in a fight at Birney is in
serious trouble. “We begin in pre-school and
make it clear that everyone is accountable
and there are rules,” says Favolora.
“Unacceptable conduct is very unacceptable
here.”
Not surprisingly, the faculty at Birney is
filled with stars that are considered by their
peers to be among the best. Susan
Panzavecchia is a “class size reduction” specialist whose lesson plans and presentations
are regarded with awe by her peers. She has
twice been nominated by her fellow faculty
members as “Teacher of the Year.”
Cynthia Grossman Greenwald is technical coordinator for the faculty and rated one
of the best teachers of gifted children in the
Jefferson Parish system. Like many faculty
members, she has been at Birney for more
than 20 years. “This is a remarkable school,”
she says. “There are days when I think we
might take our excellence for granted and
forget what a rare thing that it is.”
One of Birney’s challenges is that it is so
popular. The classrooms are full. Classes are
taught on the school’s stage and another
inside joke is that they may have to be taught
in closets next year. The parents and Student
Council are raising money for an outdoor
classroom. Favolora and Colgan are dreaming about funds for a new pre-school building
to relieve some of the crunch.
“It’s really a shame that the public at
large in Jefferson Parish is largely unaware
of the excellence of many of our schools,”
says Colgan. “Birney is a wonderful example, but there are others as well. Some of the
most fulfilled and happy individuals I know
are teachers who are fortunate enough to
have spent all or most of a career at a school
like Birney where excellence is sought and
expected. The children fortunate enough to
go to a school like Birney get an outstanding
head start that serves them and our community very well. I don’t think there’s a parish in
Louisiana that wouldn’t be thrilled to have an
elementary school with the principal, faculty
and record of achievement that you find at
Alice Birney.” ★
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