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Austin, Caraway, Hahn and Polito in race for Kenner Police Chief
By ALLAN KATZ
Assistant pastor Michael Austin and Robert
Polito, a 14-year veteran police officer, have
announced they’ll be candidates for Kenner Police
Chief in the April 1 primary.
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Reverend Austin is assistant pastor at St.
Michael’s Baptist Church. He is a Kenner native
who began his education at Washington Elementary
School in Kenner. “My first priority will be unity,”
said Reverend Austin. “We need unity in the
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On January 23, 2006, Philip
L. Capitano officially announced
his candidacy for re-election as
Kenner’s mayor. Capitano was
first elected Kenner’s mayor in
March 2004 to fill the unexpired
term of Louis Congemi, who left
the position to serve on the
Jefferson Parish Council. The
election, which includes all
Kenner council seats and the
position of police chief, is set for
April 1, 2006.
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DeFrancesch joins Delahoussaye
in District 4 council race

Aromy, Howland, Murphy, Zahn and
Zimmerman running for District 3 council seat

Maria
DeFrancesch
has announced
her intention
to run for
K e n n e r ’s
District
4
K e n n e r
Council seat,
c u rr e n t l y
Maria DeFrancesch
Kevin Delahoussaye
held
by
Michele Branigan who is term-limited.
A 26-year resident of Kenner, DeFrancesch has been a member and officer of the Alliance for Good Government’s Jefferson
Chapter and has also held memberships in the Chateau Estates

With a February qualifying date quickly
approaching, three new candidates announced their
intention to run for the District 3 Kenner City Council
seat in the April 1 primary. As of press time, Richard
Aromy, Don Murphy, and Daniel Zimmerman have

Richard Aromy

continued on page 38
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Branigan to run for
Black announces
Council-at-Large position candidacy for council
District 4 Coun-cilperson Michele at-Large seat
Branigan announced her candidacy for
the Councilman-atLarge seat, Division
A, in the April 1 primary. The incumbent in that seat is
John Lavarine III. If
needed, there will be
a runoff on April 29.
Branigan has
Michele Branigan served almost 10
continued on page 18

Jeannie Black

District 3 Councilwoman Jeannie
Black will run for the
at-Large Division B
seat on the Kenner
City Council currently held by Dominic
Weilbaecher. Black,
who has ser ved three
terms as District 3
councilperson,
is

continued on page 23

Don Murphy

joined Mary-Sharon Howland and Ben Zahn in a bid
to replace Councilwoman Jeannie Black, who is term
limited and cannot run for reelection.
Richard Aromy, a Kenner resident since 1978, is

Daniel Zimmerman

Deputy CAO Carol Luna
is Kenner City Hall’s
unsung hero for February
She started
her career 27
years ago in an
entry-level position. Over the
years, her work
ethic and devotion
to the city of
Kenner won her
the respect and
Carol Luna
admiration of her
co-workers, many of whom say today
that Carol Luna represents the “spirit”
of Kenner.
continued on page 8

continued on page 38

Mary-Sharon Howland

Ben Zahn
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District 5 Councilman
Kent Denapolis says
he’ll run for re-election
District 5 City
Councilman Kent
Denapolis
has
announced that
he’ll run for
reelection in the
April 1 primary.
Denapolis was
elected in 2004 to
Kent Denapolis fill the unexpired
term of Phil
Capitano in the District 5 seat, after
continued on page 38
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★ From the Editor

Feeling depressed? Filled with sadness? You might want to seek professional help

By ALLAN KATZ
There is an aura of sadness hanging
over the entire metro area, and with good
reason. Hurricanes Katrina and Rita
inflicted billions of dollars of damage to
our region. Many of us lost our homes or
businesses. Many of us are grieving not
just for ourselves but for family and
friends who suffered terrible losses.
A recent survey in the metro area
found that 59 percent of the respondents
said they are depressed, or are dealing with
feelings of great sadness. So, if you’re
depressed or sad, you’re in good company.
Part of the problem with a sadness that
fills your soul and dogs you 24 hours a day
is that it can lead to other illnesses. Dr.
Howard Osofsky, Chairman of the LSU
Health Sciences Center Department of
Psychiatry, said that persistent depression
and sadness can wear down your resist-
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ance to other illnesses and lead to a lifethreatening sickness.
Dr. Osofsky and his colleagues at LSU
have seen thousands of patients since
Katrina, many of them from Kenner.
“People have every right to be depressed,”
says Dr. Osofsky. “We are the victims of
the worst storm to hit the continental U.S.
in history. Many lives have been shattered.
But, to rebuild, we have to pick up the
pieces. We’re asking those who are battling depression to seek professional help,
whether it is from a clergyman, a trained
counselor, a psychologist, psychiatrist, or
social worker. Even the strongest of us
cannot indefinitely cope with these sad
feelings by themselves. Often, talking to
family and friends will not give you the
closure that you seek. You shouldn’t be
embarrassed about seeking professional
help. Often, that’s what it takes to get some
relief and a renewed sense of purpose and
confidence that life will get better.”
One who has seen all of this at first
hand is Deacon David Farinelli who is
working with Catholic churches in the
region to hold stress workshops throughout the region, including Kenner.
“I feel that the tears that I’ve seen shed
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moved me in. Looking back on it now with
a little perspective, I was a basket case and
didn’t even know it. I thought I was coasting along when, actually, my friends were
carrying me.
Dr. Osofsky says my experience isn’t
unique. “We don’t think of ourselves as
walking wounded because we may not
have physical injuries,” he says. “But the
trauma inflicted by Katrina and Rita can
be as damaging as being struck by a flying
object. When that happens, none of us are
strong enough. We all need help from
some quarter.”
I was very fortunate. I know that many
others struggling with the impact of the
hurricanes have been literally and figuratively saved by family and friends. Dr.
Osofsky and Farinelli say that if you’re
still struggling and haven’t yet found
peace of mind, it may be time to get some
professional assistance. Farinelli, who is
available to facilitate stress relief workshops for community groups, churches,
civic and business organizations can be
reached at 985-652-1360. If you need him,
he’s there for you. ★

★
★ Political Review
Congress paying only lip service to Louisiana
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in the months since Katrina are equivalent
to the flood that the hurricane brought to
our area,” says Farinelli. “Strong men and
women, who have had success all their
lives and have never had to deal with any
lingering sadness, have wept and wept as
they try to cope with a feeling that it’s all
over and there is no light at the end of the
tunnel.”
Dr. Osofsky and Farinelli say the first
part of getting control again is to express
your feelings rather than bottling them up.
The second part, they say, is that a professional counselor will help you recognize
there is much to be thankful for, even in
the midst of tragedy. The third part is putting together a specific action plan for
yourself, the real point of which is to get
you moving.
I know something about all of this.
After losing my house to Katrina, I was
frozen. Couldn’t move. Fortunately, my
friends were there for me. They rescued
my cat, who was stuck in a flooded house
for five weeks. When the time came to
clear my personal stuff out of the house, I
couldn’t get started. Again, a friend did the
heavy lifting. She found an apartment for
me, picked out my new furniture and

By JEFF CROUERE
Talk to any person who lives in the
New Orleans area and you will hear that
the number one issue of concern postKatrina is hurricane protection. A commitment by the federal government to
build solid Category 5 levee protection
and restore the coast is what citizens want
to hear to feel safe in their homes and to
feel safe to come back to a region that was
devastated by Katrina.
Unfortunately, our congressional leaders have not delivered the funding or even
the commitment that the area desperately
needs to fully recover. We can sponsor
master plans, recovery commissions, spe cial sessions of the legislature and more,
but if the federal commitment is not forthcoming with the money to build solid levees, superior flood protection and massive
coastal restoration, then all of these other
efforts are really in vain.
Post-Katrina, instead of Category 5
levees, all we now hear from federal leaders is strong Category 3 levees. However,
the New Orleans area was supposedly protected by Category 3 levees before
Katrina, but, in reality, the levees were not

even strong enough to handle Katrina’s
Category 1 winds and surge.
Investigations later discovered that the
flood walls were improperly constructed
in soils that were unstable. As a result, the
Army Corps of Engineers is pointing fingers at the Orleans Parish Levee Board
and the Orleans Parish Levee Board is
pointing fingers at the Army Corps of
Engineers. Undoubtedly, both entities
deserve at least partial blame, as does
Congress which under-funded levee and
flood control projects in Louisiana for
decades.
Although estimates range up to $32
billion for Category 5 flood protection,
Orleans and Jefferson residents were at
least slightly encouraged when President
Bush committed the federal government
to spend $3.1 billion for strong Category
3 levees. At least, they thought, it was a
start and the type of down payment the
area needs. Unfortunately, Congress got
into the act and the $3.1 billion was
trimmed to $2.9 billion, diverting
$200,000 allocated for critical pumping
systems. The pumping systems were not
the only projects cut, as President Bush
reported that another $1.4 billion that was
originally allocated for levees was diverted by Congress for other hurricane recovery efforts. So, an area that was incredibly
devastated by Katrina and had more citizens impacted than anywhere else on the
Gulf Coast continues to get the short end

of the stick thanks to Congress. On the
issue that is of the utmost importance,
there is still no satisfaction, five months
after the storm.
It is indeed shocking to see how
Louisiana has been treated by Congress.
Although the state received 6 times more
Katrina related property damage than any
other state, only 54 percent of the federal
block grants were allocated for Louisiana.
Now we learn that a levee commitment
that is only 10 percent of what we need
has been trimmed by almost half. The
President has called on Congress to
restore the money and build strong
Category 3 le vees. Now that he has visited the region nine times since Katrina, he
has a much better understanding of the
magnitude of the disaster. Likewise, all
members of Congress need to come here
and see the tragedy for themselves.
Unfortunately, only 15 percent of the
members of Congress have taken the time
to tour the devastation. Such a puny percentage is outrageous and partially
responsible for the inadequate funding the
state is receiving. If a member of
Congress tours the area, he or she will better understand the extent of the damage
and be much more likely to allocate the
resources we need, especially for levees
and coastal restoration.
Until we can coax more Members of
Congress to visit our region, we will concontinued on page 20
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★ Government

★

Post-Katrina spending in your best interest
By PHIL RAMON
Kenner Chief of Staff
I believe it is the right of any citizen
and/or council member to scrutinize and
question how tax dollars are being spent.
However, it is unfortunate when personal
agendas obstruct and hinder the daily operations of government.
Recently we have seen how every local
community has expressed frustration with the
layers of bureaucracy that we are forced to
deal with as it relates to Katrina recovery. Yet,
this administration has had to contend with
even more layers of bureaucracy such as producing 5,600 pages of documents to the city
council, which members already had in a different format, and many said they didn’t need.
Despite these roadblocks, the city of Kenner
has never deviated from its course of recovery.
We bounced back faster than any other
community. Our streets and neighborhoods
were cleared quicker. Our businesses and residents returned quicker. Basic city services

came back quicker and even programs like
recreation and leisure services were resuming
while others were still trying to get power
back on.
How did we accomplish this? In 2004
Mayor Capitano, with the help of the city
council, was able to successfully and substantially increase the city’s “rainy day” or reserve
fund to recommended levels for the first time
in 15 years. This single accomplishment has
clearly enabled Kenner to forge ahead of our
neighbors in the recovery effort by paying
contractors for debris removal, repairing
sewer lift stations and other vital city services
– while waiting for FEMA funds. And the city
has not had to cut services or lay-off one city
worker. Kenner is even in a position to repair
storm damaged sidewalks and resume preKatrina projects such as improvements to
Laketown.
Every dime that was spent in the recovery
was well spent. When FEMA finally arrived,
they worked with us every step of the way.
They have scrutinized our expenditures over
and over. FEMA officials in Washington then
carefully reviewed what their counterparts at
ground zero forwarded on. Bottom line:
FEMA has approved $20 million dollars in
reimbursements for the city of Kenner. FEMA
officials have repeatedly stated that Kenner

should receive this money and have even
praised the city for obtaining these storm
services at rates that were much lower than
what neighboring communities were paying.
The people of Kenner can be sure that
their city administration has been at work
nonstop to ensure a swift recovery and to
obtain as much federal and state assistance as

possible to solve our problems. Kenner is the
envy of other communities hit by the hurricanes last year.
We will not stop until recovery is complete. ★
Phil Ramon can be reached at 468-4090
or pramon@kenner.la.us.

Rockin’ Dopsie, Batiste Brothers and
Krewe of Zulu to rock Rivertown
On Monday, February 27, the city of
Kenner will host its annual Lundi Gras celebration in Rivertown. The event, which
begins at 10:00 a.m., takes place in the
Rivertown parking lot in the 400 block of
Williams Boulevard between the railroad
tracks and the Mississippi River.
The schedule of events is as follows:
10:00 a.m.
The Legendary Batiste Brothers
12:00 p.m.
Arrival of Argus and Zulu royalties and
Soulful Warriors
12:15 p.m.
Mayor Phil Capitano toasts Argus and Zulu
followed by a performance of the Katrina
Relief song,

Home by Miss Teenager United States,
Amanda Mason.
12:30 p.m.
Rockin’Dopsie and the Zydeco Twisters
“It is our honor to have the royalties of
two of Mardi Gras’finest and most elaborate
organizations with us on Lundi Gras, as well
as two of the best performance acts you’ve
ever seen” says Mayor Phil Capitano. “This
will be a Lundi Gras we will ne ver forget.”
The party features food vendors from
area non-profit organizations, street performers and free admission to the newly renovated Mardi Gras Museum.
The event is free and open to the public.
Food, soft drinks and beer will be available
for purchase. For more information call 4687293. ★

April 1 Election
March 1,2006
March 20, 2006
March 25, 2006

Last day to register to vote
Absentee voting begins
Absentee voting ends (noon)

KENNER ELECTION
Mayor
Chief of Police
24th Judicial Division 5 (Seat C)
Councilman-at-Large (A & B)
Councilman (Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5)
4 Propositions

PARISHWIDE ELECTION
5th Circuit Judge, Court of Appeals, District 1 Division B

ABSENTEE VOTING:
In Person at Voter Registration Office
By Mail - Request by mail should be submitted 60 days prior to Election.
For further information call the Registrars Office.
Registrar’s Eastbank Office
1221 Elmwood Park Blvd., Suite 502
Jefferson, La. 70123
736-6191
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. M – F

PLACES TO REGISTER:
In person at Registration Office
By mail (applications provided at local libraries)
Drivers License Office
Public Assistance Agencies
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★ Police

★

Overcoming Katrina’s challenges
By NICK CONGEMI
Kenner Police Chief
Hurricane Katrina, in one way or
another, has impacted all of our lives.
From repairing our flooded homes to sitting in bumper-to-bumper traffic, each of
us has experienced challenges and
changes like never before. Relaxing on a
beautiful Sunday afternoon is a thing of
the past for many, with our weekends now
reserved for activities like knocking out
Sheetrock and meeting with insurance
adjusters.
Blue Roofs can be seen atop houses
throughout the city and, as repairs begin,
trailers have begun to populate our dri veways. Like many folks, my home was
flooded, and I am currently living in a
trailer in my front yard. Over 55 members
of our force suffered some type of damage to their homes, and some who lived
outside of Kenner, in flooded areas such
as Old Metairie, and Orleans and St.
Bernard Parishes, lost every possession.

Several of ficers also left the department
after Hurricane Katrina because of personal and financial hardships. According
to Kenner’s City Finance Director, the
KPD’s estimated revenue is down approximately $800,000 through November
2005. Despite these challenges, we
remain positive and focused, and our
commitment to the community will never
waiver.
Law enforcement is one line of work
where employees do not evacuate during
times of crisis. The police department is
the front line of defense not only for public safety, but also for disasters and hurricanes. In the past, some questioned the
need for a centrally located police complex – a structure located above flood
level that can withstand hurricane winds
and is operational without commercial
electricity. The complex was also built to
house officers, their families, the
National Guard, and other volunteers
from around the world in emergency situations. Some even criticized the need for
boats, deuce-and-a-half trucks, and a
mobile command post. Hurricane Katrina
proved that our plan was sound.
Preventive planning is essential, as evidenced by the Netherlands and their
impressive flood protection system. The

Dutch Ministry of Water, Public Works
and Transportation spends about $1.5 billion a year on flood protection.
Technology like this may seem costly to
some, but the lives saved are worth it.
Although these structures are rarely used,
the Dutch are ready if a storm presents a
threat.
The KPD’s plan for Hurricane Katrina
was similar to the approach taken by the
Dutch. Other law enforcement agencies

studied our model before the storm, and
more are gravitating to it because they
saw its success. But we must continue to
raise the bar and prepare ourselves to save
more lives and protect our community.
Our great team approach to problem
solving worked, but we are committed to
doing more. This means that we will do
whatever it takes to accomplish our mission, in spite of any new obstacles we are
faced with. ★

We listen, we assess

your needs, we make it easy for
you to make legal decisions.
• Wills - Trusts - Successions
• Real Estate Closings
• Business Law

M LF

Melchers Law Firm

Estate Planning • Real Estate • Business Law
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner
James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law
Kathy Melchers, Administrator

(504) 467-1092

We can see you today at our Airline location!
671 W. Esplanade Avenue, Kenner (Re-Opening 2006)
4921 Airline Drive, Metairie

467-5900
889-2663
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★ Community

★

Kenner begins sidewalk and driveway repairs
The city of Kenner has begun repairing storm-damaged sidewalks and driveway aprons in various neighborhoods across the
city.
With the assistance of FEMA, Kenner identified some 300
sidewalks and driveway aprons that were either damaged directly
by Katrina or damaged due to debris removal. The repairs, which
are eligible for FEMA reimbursement, are beginning as the
assessment process continues.
“Repairing our damaged neighborhoods is a priority,” says
Mayor Phil Capitano. “And while many are facing problems far

PAINTING

Interior, Exterior and Trim

GOOD REFERENCES
Thibodeaux’s Painting
985-513-0372 985-526-4869

greater than sidewalks, these repairs will help reduce the
risk of injury from broken concrete, and at the same
time will enhance the aesthetic quality of our neighborhoods. We are doing our best to bring all aspects of
Kenner back as quickly as possible.”
The city has earmarked $500,000 for the storm sidewalk project and is in negotiations with FEMA to determine just how much will be eligible for reimbursement.
The city encourages homeowners who were on the
sidewalk repair list prior to the hurricane to take the
opportunity to get their sidewalk damages fixed now, as
it will be more cost-effective to address pre-Katrina
damaged
sidewalks concurrently
with those stormrelated. Repairs
will be handled the
same as before the
storm – Kenner
will cover the cost
of labor, but homeowners are respon sible for the purchase of cement.
Any Kenner resident that would
like to access the
repair
program
should call Kenner
City Hall at 4687240 and request
sidewalk repairs. ★

Kenner to begin the monitoring of its levees
• 23 years experience counseling
small businesses
• Real Estate Law
• Successions, Wills, and Family Law

ANTHONY V. LIGI, Jr.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
4425 Clearview Parkway
Metairie, Louisiana 70006

(504) 455-7974
COMMITTED TO THE RENEWAL OF JEFFERSON PARISH

The city recently announced the commencement of
an in-house levee monitoring program for the purpose
of ensuring that Kenner levees are sound and capable of
providing the highest level of protection available.
Mayor Phil Capitano has hired three national and
local companies to jointly oversee the monitoring project. Jordan, Jones & Goulding Consulting Engineers of
Atlanta will oversee the engineering aspects of the program. BFM of Kenner will conduct the land surveying,
and PSI of Jefferson will perform the geo-technical
work. Work on the $77,000 project was set to begin the
week of January 30, 2006.
The levee monitoring will include surveying of
cross sections of existing levees to ensure they are at
their design heights and to determine their true eleva-

tions. Geo-technical analysis will look at soil conditions
and length of sheet piles. The team will also review
drawings of the existing structures to ensure that they
meet or exceed their design strengths, and will monitor
any ongoing levee work to make sure the city is getting
the protection promised.
“Katrina was a wake-up call for all of us,” Mayor
Capitano said. “We were all unaware of the potential for
levee failures. And while the city of Kenner does not
maintain levees nor is it involved in their construction, I
want to make sure that those who are in charge are doing
quality work and giving Kenner residents the best protection possible. I am confident this program will give
all of us more peace of mind in knowing that our levees
are adequate.” ★

CAROL LUNA

of us who are younger than she is said that if she could
keep on going, then so could we.”
It is said at city hall that Luna’s devotion to her
grown children and grandchildren equals her love for the
city of Kenner and her insistence that every job be done
as close to perfection as possible.
Her colleague of 25 years says, “Carol has emerged
over the years as a role model, a mentor and a friend of
everyone who works for the city. If you’ve got a problem,
Carol will help you. If you need someone to listen to
your problems, Carol will be there. If you need someone
to back you up in a tight spot, you can count on Carol.
She’s just a remarkable woman and it’s a privilege to
work with her and be one of her friends.” ★

(continued from page 1)

CROWBAR CONSTRUCTION
Complete Katrina Contracting Service
Tear-Out • Sheetrock • Roofing • Flooring
Kenner Owned Business
Licensed/Insured
(504) 905-1544

Now a Deputy Chief Administrative Of ficer in the
administration of Mayor Phil Capitano, Luna has won
promotions from each of the four Kenner mayors she has
worked for since 1977.
One of her colleagues, who has known Luna for
more than 25 years, said, “Carol’s life revolves around
her children, her grandchildren and the city of Kenner.
Everyone admires her incredible work ethic. It isn’t
unusual to find Carol at her desk at city hall at 8:00 p.m.
on a Sunday night, either catching up with her work or
preparing for a Monday morning meeting.”
Another of her co-workers says, “During Hurricane
Katrina, Miss Carol worked 18 and 20-hour days. Those
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February 1. 2006
To the citizens of Kenner:
I’m Philip Capitano Senior. My son is your Mayor.
I’m very proud of my son and of his career in public service. I’m proud of what he’s accomplished and proud
to be his father.
So you can imagine how I feel now when I find that my actions have unintentionally been a source of great
embarrassment to him…actions which I would like to explain to the people of Kenner.
Recently I attended a sale of tax liens on Kenner property and purchased liens, not the properties. These sales
have taken place for more than 25 years and for the last few years, I have participated. Those of us who buy these
liens are buying an interest paying investment, not the properties. The property owners have three years to take
care of their taxes and these liens.
I never thought I was doing anything wrong, and no one ever objected before.
But now my son is the MAYOR, and it appears that my actions, of which he was unaware, have embarrassed
him. Some people have charged that he helped me, which is not true, or that special favors were done for me,
which is also not true. While I haven’t done anything illegal, I have done something which appears to be foolish
politically.
I’m not a politician and I don’t know much about politics.
I have been a resident of Kenner for over 50 years and built a successful business from the labor of my own
hands. I've become a substantial property owner in Jefferson Parish and I feel I have been blessed. While I have
had, like anyone, a number of family problems, one shining light for me has always been my beloved son Philip
and what he has been able to achieve in public life.
That’s why I feel so badly now that I have unintentionally cast doubt on his unquestioned honesty and reputation for integrity.
To my son, our Mayor, I want to say publicly, I’m sorry.
To the people of Kenner, I also want to say that I’m sorry, and to swear to you one thing:
Your Mayor is an honest man, who always puts your interest first.
I want you to know that the sale of these liens has been rescinded. I want the people of Kenner to know I
want to do the right thing…which is what my son would want as well.
I just wanted you to know the facts about this matter and to offer my apologies and best wishes to you, the
people of Kenner.

Sincerely,

PAID FOR BY PHILIP CAPITANO, SR.
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★ Faithwalk

★

Is God aware of our needs?
By CARL CLEVELAND
This week my family and I moved back home after living in
Baton Rouge since Hurricane Katrina. Needless to say, there’s lots
of turmoil to deal with. Like most of you, we need to find a reliable
contractor to do repairs. We need to deal with our anxiety and sense
of loss about our children and grandchildren who have moved
away, and other relatives being displaced from jobs and homes.
Perhaps most maddening is the need for so many of us to deal with
faceless bureaucrats at FEMA and seemingly unresponsive insurance companies and adjusters. The pace of recovery seems almost
undetectable even with occasional good news articles like the
reopening of some schools and the return of some restaurants,
businesses, etc.
If you are like most of us, it is very difficult not to feel overwhelmed, alone, and perhaps abandoned by an unseeing or uncaring God. The suffering, displacement, and chaos are so widespread
that it is hard to imagine that even God could take care of all of the
needs of the needy. This is a time when religious leaders will

excuse our angry shouts at what may seem an uncaring God.
While thinking about this, I happened upon the
remarkable passage from the Gospel of John, 2:1-11,
and the wonderful insight it can give people of faith
into the mind of God when we are in need. To put this
passage into context, we need to remember that it
comes just after Jesus has begun to call his disciples to
follow Him. After some, but not all of them were
assembled, He took some time off to attend the wedding feast at Cana in Galilee. I can’t possibly do justice to this passage in this column. William Barkle y,
the renowned Bible scholar, says that to study the passage adequately takes three full days.
This event was the first time that Jesus displayed
His miraculous power, gathered followers, and reinforced his disciples’belief in Him. It is interesting that
there is no mention of Joseph, who scholars suggest
had died by this time. Some knowledge of Jewish
wedding feasts is necessar y. They lasted for days, and
the couple spent their honeymoon at home being treated as royalty. Even in a poor country and humble village, the wedding feasts were occasions for extravagant eating, drinking, dancing and celebration. The
combined families of the bride and groom had a great
stake in making it a memorable occasion.
At the wedding feast of Cana, the unthinkable
occurred. The host ran out of wine. What happened
then makes for an interesting story on the surface, but
a wonderful and deeper theological statement. Mary
simply said, “They have no wine.” In the King James
Version of the translation, Jesus seemed to reply
abruptly, “Lady, let me handle this in my own way. My
hour yet has not come.”
It is clear that Jesus is not being disrespectful. The
term “Lady” in the original Greek was a term of great
respect and admiration. Mary’s response was interesting. She totally ignored what He had to say, as moth ers are inclined to do when their children don’t seem
to be tuned in to Mom’s message. She then turned to
the servants at the wedding and said, “Do whatever He
tells you to do.”
We all know what happened next. Jesus turned to
the Chief Steward and directed him to bring six large
stone water pots and to fill them to the top with water.
Experts estimate that the total amount would have

POLICE CHIEF

(continued from page 1)

community, bringing together the mayor, the police
chief, the city council, the business leadership, and the
neighborhood leadership. Internally, I will get all the
members of the KPD on the same page. The police
department needs to be unified in its approach to the
citizens of Kenner. We want to get the bad guys off our
streets, but we also want the police to treat ordinary
citizens with respect and dignity. With good, strong,
highly motivated leadership, we can accomplish all
these goals.”
Polito, 46, says his top priority will be to work
cooperatively with the mayor and the city council, as
well as the business and civic leadership of Kenner.
“The Kenner Police Department should not be an
adversary of the rest of the community,” said Polito.
“We should have good communications with all the
other segments of Kenner’s leadership and work

been 150-200 gallons. They did as instructed, and the
water not only turned into wine, but a finer wine than
originally served by the bride and groom.
So, what is the theological meaning of this remarkable story? One interesting sidelight is that Jesus probably enjoyed a good party. He may have inadvertently
been a part of the problem because he brought his new
followers to the wedding feast with Him. But two
things are very certain. First, Mary recognized the
problem and did not hesitate to call upon her son to
intervene in a miraculous way to avoid humiliation for
the bridal party. She obviously had some connection to
that family or she would not have been in a position to
tell the servants what to do. It is speculated by some
Bible scholars that the groom was John, the Gospel
writer, and son of Mary’s sister, Salome. The second
most important theological fact is that Jesus was fully
aware of the problem and did not hesitate to bring an
overwhelming, stunning, and miraculous solution to a
situation that seemed to have no solution. The amount
of new wine provided was sufficient for dozens of
weddings. The wine He provided was better than the
wine provided by the bridal party.
Our great comfort and reassurance in this wonderful Gospel story, I believe, is that Jesus, the image and
likeness of the One True God, was always aware of the
need of the bride and groom. When He was asked to
intervene, His response was overwhelming and far
beyond simply reinstating the status quo. I am convinced that this basic theological truth applies to the
manner in which our lives and those of our loved ones
will be restored post Katrina. It is up to us to put our
trust in God by praying in faith for solutions and
accepting His response even if it is not what we would
have wanted. By approaching our suffering and problems in this fashion, we completely open ourselves to
the remarkable, miraculous power of God to give us
His solutions to life’s problems. If we have the faith to
go where God leads, my experience has been that His
solutions in the long run with hindsight are better than
anything we could have imagined. God’s solutions are
designed to bring us close to Him and to permeate our
lives with His comforting peace and serenity. ★
Carl Cleveland can be reached via email at kenstarcwc@aol.com.

together to make this the safest community in
Louisiana. The lack of cooperation between the police
department and other segments of the community has
been disruptive to the efficiency of the KPD. I plan to
regain our efficiency.”
Polito spent seven years as a member of the KPD
before joining the Jefferson Parish Sheriff ’s Office. He
is a graduate of the LSU Police Officer Training
Academy and the FBI’s Hazardous Device School.
Polito is a certified bomb technician. His father and
grandfather both served as members of the KPD. “The
Kenner Police Department has all the resources to be
great,” said Polito. “If elected, I’ll provide the kind of
leadership that will help us achieve our full potential
as a department.”
Previously announced candidates are Steve
Caraway, a 28-year veteran of the KPD, and P.J. Hahn,
a former police officer and a nine-year administrator
with the Jefferson Parish Sheriff ’s Office. ★
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Developers need approval from Kenner and New Orleans to build 20-acre mall
By ALLAN KATZ
After many years of talk, developers are
close to beginning construction of a major
mall on 20 acres of Kenner land near the
Armstrong International Airport. The land,
which used to be a residential area, was
purchased by the airport with federal funds
in the 1990s when airplane noise was so
loud that it made the area uninhabitable.
Kenner leaders have said for years that
the land had tremendous commercial
potential and that keeping it out of commerce was costing the city millions of dollars in property taxes. Those same leaders
had been trying to convince Congress to
force New Orleans Aviation Board to sell

the land to the city of Kenner for development.
Instead, the Aviation Board and airport
Aviation Director Roy Williams chose to do
business with developers Robert Merrick
and Greg Clayton, both of whom have successful track records for developing major
malls. Merrick and Clayton traded a 26acre tract, known as the Iafrate property, to
the Aviation Board in exchange for the 20acre tract between I-10 and 32nd Street that
they are now proposing to develop.
But the final hurdle for Merrick and
Clayton is that they must get permission for
their project from both the New Orleans
and Kenner City Councils. The chief obstacle may be the Kenner Council’s possible

Kenner to continue
storm debris removal
While Kenner will continue its debris
removal program until further notice, the
city is advising homeowners that if contractors are working on their home, it is the
contractor’s responsibility to remove the
debris.
“This is due to FEMA requirements,”
explained Chief of Staff Phil Ramon. “It’s
not that the city wants to shortchange anyone, however FEMA will not reimburse the
city for contractor-generated debris.”
Ten crews are still working throughout
the city of Kenner and are removing about
3,500 cubic yards of debris daily. These
crews will continue until further notice.
The city advises that because the south
Kenner temporary dumping site is closed,
debris trucks now have to drive directly to
Waggaman to dump their loads. In addi-

tion, the debris itself is more sporadic,
meaning it will take a bit longer to get the
debris removed once it is placed on the
curb.
“We urge people to continue to have
patience and understand that the city is
working very hard to continue the clean-up
and rebuilding process here in Kenner,”
says Mayor Phil Capitano. “I can assure
every homeowner that all debris will be
picked up if it’s placed on the curb.
Eligibility and reimbursements will be
dealt with in due course by my staff, but our
primary goal now is to bring back your
neighborhood and to assist you, the homeowner.”
If you have a problem related to debris
removal and need assistance, call the
mayor’s office at 468-7240. ★

Delgado students find new home at K-TV
After losing most of its TV production
equipment at its City Park Campus,
Delgado Community College’s television
production program was in jeopardy of
folding. The city of Kenner, however, provided the school a means to keep its curriculum alive by offering to let Delgado
use K-TV as a working classroom. In turn,
the students will help the city produce
many of its government access programs.
The Delgado-K-TV partnership
kicked off on January 19, with students
assisting in the taping of the K-TV
Spanish-language show, “Hablemos
Claro”. Delgado’s field production,
advanced production and hands-on lab
classes will now be held in part at K-TV,
while some of the classroom work will be
held across the street at the Delgado
Kenner Campus.
“The Charity School of Nursing had
an undamaged television studio on South
Claiborne and they have allowed us access

as well. So the students will be at K-TV
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays and
at the Charity studio on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. They will be getting some
very valuable professional experience and
will be able to assist both K-TV and
Charity. It’s just a win-win for everyone,”
says Lynn Robertson, associate professor
of Television Production at Delgado.
“We are delighted to be able to help
Delgado in its time of need,” said Mayor
Phil Capitano. “And we are very excited
about the students ‘interning’with us and
providing valuable assistance to K-TV as
we work to bring more informative programming on-line.”
The bi-weekly show “Delgado InFocus” will now be taped in the Kenner
studio and aired on K-TV 76. In addition,
the students will assist in various K-TV
productions in-studio and in the field,
such as the filming of Mardi Gras
parades. ★

reluctance to re-zone and re-subdivide the
property for commercial development and
also to sell the developers street right-ofways that run through the property.
Merrick and Clayton are planning – if
they get approval from the two city councils
– to create more than 300,000 square feet
of retail property, including a Lowe’s store
that would cover some 180,000 square feet.
Clayton contends that the proposed

mall would create hundreds of new jobs
that would directly benefit the Kenner
economy as well as generate millions of
dollars of property tax revenues in the coming years for Kenner’s coffers.
Merrick and Clayton say they are open
to any suggestions that Kenner council
members and the business community
might have regarding the creation of a giant
mall on the property. ★

Hair Styles Unlimited
Welcomes our newest
Senior Stylist Ms. Dana Edlemann
Dana has 23 years of experience creating gorgeous
color, soft perms, and exciting cuts, giving relaxing
manicures and pedicures, and applying
fashionable acrylic nails.

Call today to take advantage of this introductory
special on any service for NEW CLIENTS

464-5949

3635 Florida Avenue, Kenner • Open Mon.- Sat.
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Scope of physical therapy
By CRAIG GOODWIN
In today’s culture of active lifestyles, physical therapy plays a
major role in both the prevention and rehabilitation of an injury.
Knowing how to prevent or reduce the chance of injury is our best

Sweet Simplicity

Unique Affordable Gifts for Everyone

FEBRUARY SPECIAL

Redolere Oil Lamps $30
402 Williams Blvd.

(across from Rivertown Museums)

469-0882

Tues. - Sat. 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

WARNING!
Congress has passed some very confusing tax laws
which go into effect this tax season. So to protect
yourself from filing an “incorrect” tax return and
missing out on the BIGGEST POSSIBLE
REFUND available from Uncle Sam, you need to
call a professional tax service.

PERSONALIZED TAX SERVICE, LLC
Over 20 years experience
Deborah R. Johnson, Tax Specialist
305-5270 or 481-5834

It’s All About You!
The Chic…Boutique
WINTER AND ALL FALL ITEMS

15% - 50% OFF
New Spring & Summer Merchandise Arriving Daily

Tuesday & Saturday 10-6
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4041 Williams Boulevard • Suite 6A
Winn-Dixie Shopping Center • 467-2558

guard against becoming injured either in the workplace
or while performing our normal functional activities in
daily life.
As a patient enters a physical therapy clinic for rehabilitation, a thorough evaluation is performed, which
includes a thorough history of the injury which helps the
patient and the therapist set goals to help return that
patient to his or her active lifestyle. The end result of all
rehabilitation is to restore normal function in the injured
area by restoring full range of motion and strength, and
to return that patient to full activity. Some patients,
either because of the severity of the injury itself or their
age, will have to set goals that may not allow them to
return to a level of previous activity prior to the injury,
but can set goals that will allow them a very functional
lifestyle.
Physical therapists use a patient evaluation to set up
a treatment program that will begin working on the most
important goals of restoring range of motion in a joint,
decreasing swelling around an injured joint, decreasing
spasm in an injured muscle, and restoring strength.
Physical therapists use modalities such as ice, heat,
ultrasound, electrical stimulation, and laser techniques
to help reduce swelling and ultimately improve blood
flow to the injured area to help speed the healing
process. These modalities, which are passive rehabilitation in nature, are usually performed early on in the
rehabilitation process to get a patient’s pain level down
in order to help him or her progress into a more active
exercise-based rehabilitation program. The goal of all

rehabilitation is to work toward stabilizing an injury
through an active strengthening program.
When rehabilitating the low back, core stabilization
of the abdominal and low back area is crucial in allowing that patient to return to an active lifestyle in which
they will have a lesser chance of re-injury in the future.
A patient with a knee or shoulder injury is working
toward the same stabilization of that injury to help
return to a full active lifestyle. Home exercise, in addi tion to rehabilitation, is important to allow a faster
recovery period and it also teaches the patient a program
that they can perform for the rest of their lives. In par ticular, a low back or neck home program can help
someone with chronic back and neck problems to maintain a functional lifestyle both at home and at work.
Physical therapists can perform an initial evaluation
and guide you in the right direction to help you overcome your injury. Ultimately, physical therapists can be
your best friend when it comes to an injury that has
decreased your level of function and is not allowing you
to live the active lifestyle you are used to. ★
Craig Goodwin, Physical Therapist, is president of
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy, located at 3921
Williams Boulevard and two other locations in Metairie
and on the West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU
Medical School Department of Allied Health,
Department of Physical Therapy, in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic & Sports Therapy can be
contacted via email at Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

Preventing gum disease
By M. SUSAN M. FELDER, D.D.S
Periodontal disease,
commonly known as gum
disease, is an infection that
slowly and, in many cases,
silently destroys the tissues
surrounding and supporting
the teeth. These are the gingival (gums) and bone and
ligaments that support your
teeth.
Generally, periodontal
disease is painless. Over 70
percent of all tooth loss is caused by periodontal disease.
However, this disease can be prevented by regular cleanings and proper home care. It is very important to use
dental floss daily in addition to a soft-bristle toothbrush.
There are a number of factors that contribute to periodontal disease, some of which include: alcohol, smoking, general health, genetics, age, diet, lifestyle, and the
patient’s bite.
There are two main stages of periodontal disease. The
beginning stage, known as gingivitis, affects the gingival
only. The second stage, periodontitis, affects the deeper
structures around the teeth. When periodontitis kicks in,
this is the time when teeth become loose and are lost.
Some of the warning signs of periodontal disease
include:
• Reddish, shiny tender, swollen gums
• Bleeding gums when brushing or flossing
• Receding gums
• Bad breath
• Exposed and sensitive/painful roots

• Deep pockets around the teeth
• Infection that reached the ligaments and bone
To help prevent periodontal disease, follow these important steps:
• Brush your teeth well twice a day. Use a soft-bristled
toothbrush to prevent toothbrush abrasion. The
toothbrush you use should be in good condition.
Remember, toothbrushes don’t last forever.
• Floss your teeth at least once a day. Flossing cleans
where toothbrush bristles cannot reach.
• Eat a healthy diet. Include foods from the basic food
groups, such as vegetables or fruits, protein, dairy
products and breads or cereals.
• Visit your dentist regularly.
Needless to say, the best way to prevent periodontal
disease is through good oral hygiene. Regular visits to
the dentist can detect periodontal disease in its early
stages. The dentist may also remove calculus (tartar)
from your teeth. If this calculus (mineralized plaque) is
not removed, plaque will continue to build up on the
rough surfaces of the teeth. Eventually, this irritant causes the gingival to recede.
In closing, your dentist can initiate a good preventive home health program to help you keep your teeth
fresh and clean. Remember, no one has to suffer from
periodontal disease if they follow some simple rules.
The preceding article was based on information
obtained from the American Dental Association’s website at . ★
Susan M. Felder D.D.S. is a general dentist who has
practiced continuously in north Kenner for over 26
years. Dr. Felder’s office is located at 4134 Florida
Avenue, Suite 101.
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Understanding avascular necrosis of the hip
By LUIS M. ESPINOZA M.D.
Avascular necrosis (AVN) of the hip
is a debilitating condition that usually
affects people in their thirties and forties.
The incidence of avascular necrosis of
the hip has been estimated to be between
10,000 and 20,000 cases per year in the
United States, with an average age of
presentation of 38 years. Unfortunately,
most cases are recognized in the
advanced stages when treatment options
are limited. If this entity is promptly rec ognized, early treatment and hip saving
surgical treatment may be initiated.
Although still not entirely understood, there are various causes and risk
factors that have been closely linked with
this disease process. Initially, the blood
circulation to a portion of the femoral
head is interrupted. This interrupted
blood flow leads to cell death and results
in an area of bone necrosis (death) that
eventually collapses and leads to progressive arthritis of the joint. The disruption
of blood flow could result from a single
traumatic event or from multiple
instances of minor damage from various
non-traumatic events.
Femoral neck fractures and hip dislo cations are the most common traumatic
events that can disrupt the blood flow to
the femoral head. In 1991, a case was
reported detailing the incidence of AVN
in the hip of a professional football player who sustained a traumatic hip subluxation. Thus, an adequate history must

include an accurate assessment of the
severity and mechanism of any trauma to
the hip.
Among non-traumatic causes of
AVN, up to 90 percent of new cases have
been associated with either systemic corticosteroid use or heavy alcohol use.
Corticosteroids, such as prednisone, are
hormone-related substances used in several autoimmune diseases, including
asthma, have been implicated the most.
In contrast, anabolic steroids commonly
used by male and female athletes, especially weight lifters, to increase muscle
bulk and strength have not been reported
to cause any incidence of avascular
necrosis.
Most risk factors and pathologic conditions associated with atraumatic avascular necrosis have systemic effects.
Some of these risk factors and conditions
include smoking, sickle cell anemia,
bleeding disorders, lupus, hypercholesterolemia, organ transplantation, and
hypertriglyceridemia. Despite a large
number of risk factors that can be direct ly linked with the incidence of AVN of
the hip, approximately ten to 20 percent
of cases have no clearly identifiable risk
factor and are classified as idiopathic
(unknown cause) avascular necrosis.
A high index of suspicion and awareness of the predisposing factors (i.e. systemic illnesses that require corticosteroid
use or a history of trauma) that may lead
to avascular necrosis of the hip is critical.
Athletes with avascular necrosis of the
femoral head will typically complain of
groin pain. Occasionally, nonspecific hip
pain, that may affect the buttock or knee
region, may be described as well. On
physical examination, hip range of
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motion and gait will be normal in the
early stages of the disease process. In the
advanced stages, internal rotation is
severely restricted and passive rotation of
the hip joint will generally reproduce the
pain. The pain is typically worse with
attempted internal rotation of the hip.
X-rays of both hips should be performed if AVN is suspected. Early radiographic changes may not appear until
three months after symptoms begin.
Therefore, if radiographic findings are
normal but the disease is still suspected
based on history or associated risk factors, an MRI of the hip should be
obtained. An MRI (magnetic resonance
image) is the most accurate imaging
modality to identify early AVN. In addi tion to working up a hip suspected of
having AVN, a complete exam of the
contralateral hip should be performed,
due to a 40-80 percent incidence of bilateralism reported.
No single surgical or medical method
has been demonstrated to universally prevent disease progression. For early disease, symptomatic treatment and restricted weight bearing has been advocated in
the past, but this is currently thought to
be ineffective in altering the disease
process. If caught early, a minimally
invasive surgical decompression of the
femoral head can provide pressure relief
and increase the blood flow to the

femoral head. With blood flow restored,
the degenerative destruction of the hip
can be prevented. In advanced stages, the
range of motion and gait are severely
affected and surgical correction typically
involves performing a total hip replacement.
Prompt recognition of this disease is
critical for the best clinical outcome. If
diagnosed early with a good history, an
individual with avascular necrosis of the
hip can be treated and have the best
chance of avoiding the catastrophic collapse and deformity of the femoral head
which can result in significant disability. ★
Luis M. Espinoza M.D. is a Board
Certified Orthopedic Surgeon practicing
at the Orthopedic Center for Sports
Medicine. Dr. Espinoza is a current member of the Major League Baseball Team
Physicians Association and serves as a
consultant for the Washington Nationals
AAA affiliate New Orleans Zephyrs baseball team. The Orthopedic Center is a
multi-specialty center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused
expertise in shoulder, knee, and non-surgical spine care. Offices are located in
Kenner and Metairie. For additional
information call 889-2663 or log on to
www.orthodoc.aaos.org/lespinozamd.

Tulane-Lakeside Hospital’s Urology
Clinic hosts prostate center support group
Tulane-Lakeside Hospital’s Urology
Clinic will host a prostate center support
group meeting to discuss the latest developments in prostate cancer research and
treatment.
The Tulane Prostate Center support
group has met every other month for over a
decade. Following Hurricane Katrina,
Tulane University Hospital & Clinic’s

Urology Clinic has made a new home at
Tulane-Lakeside Hospital in Metairie,
located at 4700 I-10 Service Road near
Clearview Parkway.
The next meeting will be held on
Tuesday, February 14, 2006 from 6:00 p.m.
until 8:00 p.m. The event is free and open
to the public. For more information call
Tulane-Lakeside Hospital at 780-8282. ★
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Returning buy-out land to commerce
By ROY A. WILLIAMS
Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport
Over the years as the airport has
grown, the New Orleans Aviation Board
(NOAB) has purchased surrounding properties to ensure the safety of our neighbors. These are purchases with Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) approved
buy-out funding. A buy-out offer is made
to the owner of noise impacted property to
assist that person’s relocation from the
noise impacted area. Conforming to
Congress’ special requirements for payments better than fair market value, all
purchase offers (initial and any subsequent offers) must provide full payment of
just compensation not less than the
approved appraised fair market value of
the property, disregarding any value
influence of the airport buy-out project
and redevelopment.
As is currently required, property owners are provided general information
notice that advises of the required acquisition and condemnation procedures, and
that the owner is a displaced person and
eligible for relocation assistance and payments upon acquisition of their property
for the airport project. The FAA brochure
entitled “Land Acquisition for Public
Airports” may be used to provide this
notice. The airport is required by the program to return the property to commercial

use.
A year ago last month, I reported to
you that developers were expressing an
interest in airport owned properties that
were considered ready for a return to commerce. I can now report that an agreement
has been reached that could put a premium
20-acre tract of land near The Esplanade
Mall in Kenner, purchased in the 1990’s,
back into commercial use.
The agreement involves a combination
land swap and lease of a 26-acre tract of
land located near the airport’s southwest
corner, known as the Iafrate Property, in
exchange for the 20 acre block of land.
The airport property is located between
Interstate 10 and 32nd Street, a major
entrance to the mall. The city of Kenner
owns approximately five acres of street

★ Health

same time, but, Post-Katrina, the Aviation
Board is trying to minimize cash outlays.
This agreement lets the airport postpone
paying the $2 million difference, in the
value of the two properties, for two years.
As I have previously reported, thanks
to Hurricane Katrina, the airport has taken
a big hit financially. As we recover, I am
confident the Aviation Board will be able
to buy the rest of the property. This will be
a win-win for everyone. Idle property will
now be put into a productive use, generating jobs and taxes, and the NOAB will
acquire property that can be used to continue our development of airport businesses and infrastructure. ★
Roy A. Williams can be reached at
www.flymsy.com.
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Go Red for Women
By KEITH M. DARCEY
According
to
the
American
H e a r t
Association, a
woman dies
every minute
due to cardiovascular disease. It is a
staggering statistic when you
realize that this amounts to approximately a
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rights of way that run through the property.
Of course, there are many steps in the
process of finalizing the swap. The agreement must be approved by the FAA, New
Orleans City Council and the Kenner City
Council. The Kenner City Council must
rezone the “mall” acreage and transfer the
streets to the new owner, RMGC, LLC.
The Kenner City Council must also resubdivide the property for commercial
use.
This is a unique agreement because of
the terms. The airport will take ownership
of 18.6 acres of the Iafrate property for the
north Kenner property, and lease the
remaining 7.4 acres from RMGC, LLC for
$1 a year for two years. Normally, we
would do the swap and purchase at the

Susan Vrbaskovich
Reverse Mortgage
504-468-4165

half million women each year- the number
one killer of women over the age of 25. There
are many contributing factors, but perhaps
the most telling is that only 13 percent of
women believe heart disease is a health
threat.
Here at East Jefferson General
Hospital, we believe that educating women
about the risks, warnings signs, and prevention of heart disease is the first line of
defense. Raising awareness will hopefully
lead to an earlier diagnosis and dramatically decrease the number of deaths.
Understanding that chest discomfort, shortness of breath, a cold sweat, nausea, or
lightheadedness may be the first signs of a
heart attack could save your life.
Roughly 64 percent of women who
suddenly died of coronary heart disease
had no previous symptoms. Living a
healthy lifestyle takes on increased importance. Avoiding smoking, participating in
physical activity programs, maintaining
your proper weight through a healthy diet
and managing stress may make a lifesaving
difference.
This is why EJGH has again joined the
Go Red for Women campaign promoted by
the American Heart Association. Go Red is
a national campaign geared toward women,
encouraging them to get involved with the
fight against heart disease and to learn how
to a void certain behaviors that elevate the
risk. It is also a way to remember family
and friends who have been affected by a
heart attack or another form of heart disease.
This year, the national Go Red for
Women day is February 3. East Jefferson
will participate by holding the Go Red for
your Heart Symposium. The program will

begin at 8:45 a.m. in the Conference Center
at the hospital and is free to the community. Health screenings, including blood pressure, blood glucose, cholesterol and body
mass index, will be conducted. Other topics
being covered are: Risk Factors, Warning
Signs and Prevention, Cardiac Disease
Management and Physical Activity,
Balancing your Lifestyle, How to Manage
your Medications, and Elements of
Nutrition.
This will be a wonderful opportunity to
learn from experts in these fields. Members
of the EJGH Wellness Center and Cardiac
Rehab Unit will also be there for “Moving
to the Beat,” an interactive cardio fitness
demonstration.
If you are interested in participating in
the Go Red for your Heart Symposium,
please call HealthFinder at 456-5000 to
register. For more information on the program and for a list of expert speakers, log
on to www.ejgh.org. For more information
on the Go Red for Women campaign, visit
the American Heart Association at
www.americanheart.org. ★
Keith M. Darcey is a Communications
Specialist with East Jefferson General
Hospital located at 4200 Houma Boulevard
in Metairie. Darcey can be reached at 8897110 or at kdarcey@ejgh.org. East
Jefferson General Hospital, Louisiana’s
first Nurse Magnet hospital, is a publicly
owned, not-for-profit community hospital,
providing care to the residents of the East
Bank of Jefferson Parish and surrounding
communities.
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Homeowners policy vs. flood policy
By BUDDY SEELING
Katrina
left us with
both
windstorm
and
flood damage.
Some people
were surprised
by the fact that
their homeowners policy
did not include
coverage for
flood even though their homeowners form,
as well as every other property form in
their policy, contains a very specific flood
exclusion.
Let’s examine a typical HO-3 homeowners form and consider how it addresses
the perils of windstorm and flood. The
HO-3 form is a special form that covers all
risks of loss that are not otherwise excluded. The first paragraph in the exclusions
section reads as follows: “We do not insure
for loss caused directly or indirectly by any
of the following. Such loss is excluded
regardless of any other cause or event contributing concurrently or in any sequence
to the loss.” Under this section, windstorm
is not mentioned as an exclusion, therefore
coverage would apply subject to any
deductible.
To the contrary, the exclusions do
address water damage, meaning “flood, surface water, waves, tidal water, overflow of a
body of water or spray from any of these,
whether driven or not driven by wind.”
The claims we have seen are truly
across the board. Some are very easy to
determine as all-flood damage, and can
only be addressed by the flood policy.
Others received no flood damage whatsoever, but did experience windstorm, and
therefore a claim should be handled by the
homeowner’s policy. The majority actually
had flood damage as well as windstorm,
and that is where the battle lines can be
potentially drawn. If it’s necessary for the
courts to determine the cause of loss, you
can expect the liability to be split in some
proportion between the flood and property
carriers based on a factual determination
of the cause of loss.
While it may be difficult to determine
where flood ends and windstorm begins,
keep in mind that insurance companies
have a legal obligation to deal in good faith
with an insured or otherwise face damages
in addition to the amount of the claim. We,
as the insured, also have an obligation to do
what we can to help this process.
For the most part, we can determine
what we know to be flood damage and we
should be willing to accept the consequences of our decision for not buying
flood insurance or for not buying enough
flood insurance coverage. That’s a risk
each of us decided to accept with the

choice we made. We live in a bowl surrounded by water. What if the levees were
breached by something other than a hurricane? The resulting cause of loss would be
flood, and windstorm would be out of the
equation. In addition it’s highly unlikely
that the responsible party would have
enough insurance to cover the resulting
bodily injury or property damage, not to
mention the extent of litigation time. It’s up
to each and every one of us to recognize
the risks we face and make decisions to
protect our assets.
One of the biggest issues we are dealing with is not necessarily flood vs. windstorm coverage issues. Even if you protected your assets properly insurance-wise, the
laws of supply and demand are driving
prices up, thereby making your insurance
adjustments seem unfair. Assuming you
have a covered claim, the following should
be taking place. The adjuster (flood, homeowners, or both) will visit your property to
determine the cause of loss, as well as the
work needed to be done. You will receive a
copy of the adjustment summary which
details the amount of money allocated for
your repairs. Upon comparing the contractor’s estimate vs. the adjuster’s estimate
you will hopefully be pleased but you may
be shocked and upset. If the latter is the
case, don’t panic.
Although the numbers may be apart,
it’s important to get both parties to sit down
and talk to each other to see if they can
make this work. Adjusters will speak with
the contractor to discuss your issues, and I
think most problems will be resolved when
everyone gets on the same page. Your agent
can assist you in this process. If this is
unsuccessful and you feel the contractor’s
prices are valid, your next step will either
be arbitration or legal proceedings. Your
agent should be able to outline your
options for you. ★
Buddy Seeling, C.I.C., is vice president
of Aparicio, Walker and Seeling, Inc., an
independent insurance agency located at
4501 West Napoleon Avenue in Metairie.
Seeling can be reached at 883-4111 or via
email at buddy@awsinc.com. Visit the
company’s website at www.awsinc.com.

Rick Aromy

It is time for the residents of the city of Kenner to turn
to someone who will voice their concerns.
It is time for your voice to be heard.
It is time that we all come together to make a
difference for our great city.
It is time for a new face to support the political future
of this city. I am the candidate for this mission. I want the
chance to bring your ideas to the forefront.
I am Rick Aromy, and I want the chance to serve you.
I want to be your voice.
The first step is to vote on April 1, 2006. We can
make a difference. All that is needed is your vote. Let’s
put new faces on the future of politics in Kenner. It is time
for a “New Voice for Choice.”

If you’re going
to live in a
“Chocolate City”
you need a
GREAT dentist!

In celebration of our city’s newest delicacy,
we are extending our $99 new patient special
through Mardi Gras. For $99 you’ll get a
complete series of x-rays, comprehensive
examination, diagnostic photos AND a dental
cleaning. We must limit this offer to the first
50 patients and it expires 03/01/2006.
Don't wait! Call today.
456-0964

The presence of gum disease may require an
additional charge. The doctors will discuss it
with you before any treatment is performed.
Remember…without seeing Drs. Bradford and
Catchings, chocolate could cause tooth decay.

Dr. H. “Brad” Bradford III
Dr. Sandra J. Catchings
4420 Conlin St., Suite 204
Metairie, LA 70006

Family Dentistry

Rivertown Candy Basket
VALENTINE SWEETS

❤ Chocolate dipped strawberries
❤ Gift packaged candies
❤ Gourmet chocolates & pralines
❤ Peppermint candy baskets
❤ Deluxe cookie baskets
❤ Sugar free candies
Shipping & Delivery
325 Williams Blvd.
504/466-8916
Kenner, LA 70062
rivertowncandybasket.com

DON’T LET THE OUTSIDE FOOL YOU!
Now Open! 12pm ’til

Children’s
Castle
501 Williams Blvd.

Performances on
Saturdays
11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.

E.&J.’s BAR
(La Esquina Del Placer)
Daily Happy Hour Specials - 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Super Digital Internet Juke Box
Pool Tables
Plenty of Parking in rear of building
Minutes from New Orleans International Airport
Live Band - Fridays 8 p.m.
Karaoke - Saturdays

1822 Airline Hwy - Kenner • 466-8450

16 FEBRUARY 2006 KENNER ST ★R

★ Automotive

★

Wet road driving tips
By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
Driving in the rain can be dangerous as
thousands of car accidents each year are
caused by wet driving conditions.
Check your tires before you hit the road.
To ensure that your tires are working at
their best, make sure that you do the following routine maintenance:
Keep your tires properly inflated. The
correct air pressure for your tires is specified by the vehicle manufacturer and can be
found on the vehicle door edge, door post,
glove box door or fuel door. It is also listed
in the owner’s manual. The number listed
on the side of the tire is the maximum air
pressure for the tire, not the recommended

air pressure. Check your tire’s air pressure
at least once a month.
Check the tires tread depth. Tires
should have 1/16 inch tread depth in order
to perform in the way for which they were
designed. Proper tread depth will help prevent skids and hydroplaning.
Have your tires rotated at least every
6,000-7,000 miles. This will aid in detecting alignment problems, help prevent irregular wear and can extend the life of your
tires.
Slow Down
As rain falls, it mixes with grime and
oil on the road and creates slick conditions
perfect for skids. The best way to avoid
skidding is to slow down. Driving at a
slower pace allows more of the tire's tread
to make contact with the road, which leads
to better traction and safer operation.
Recover F rom a Skid
Skids can even happen to the most cau-

HELP WANTED
FULL TIME - 2nd SHIFT COOK
GREAT HOURS - Off by 8 pm!
Medical, 401k, paid vacations
DINING ROOM SERVERS - Part time
Great first job!

Retirement Community
1101 Sunset Blvd., Kenner, LA 70065
Phone: 504-469-7988 • Fax 504-469-7918
email: karen.dorsey@hrc-cc.com

tious drivers. If your car does skid, do not
slam on the brakes, and do not pump the
brakes if you have an anti-lock braking system (ABS).
Keep a Safe Distance
It takes about three times longer to
brake on wet roads than on dry roads. Since
more distance is required to brake, it is
important not to tailgate. Keep more than
two car lengths between you and the vehicle in front of you.
Recover from Hydroplaning
When it rains, water creates a barrier
between the road and your tires. The liquid
film that forms can cause you to lose trac-

tion and glide or hydroplane across the
water's surface. If this happens, do not
brake. It is better to take your foot off the
gas, hold the steering wheel in place, and
lightly apply the brakes. If you have a manual transmission, push in the clutch and let
the car slow down on its own. ★
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned
and operated full-service tire and automotive
shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in
Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website
is www.scottystireauto.com.

★ Community

Kenner’s Park n’ Ride service resumes
The city of Kenner will resume its Park
n’Ride service beginning Monday, Januar y
30 with two morning buses picking up at
6:30 a.m. and 7:30 a.m. from the main lot at
123 West Esplanade Avenue at Grandlake
Boulevard. A second pickup at 400 East
Loyola (Wentwood Playground lot) will continue on to the destination of several downtown stops. The return buses will begin pickup from various downtown locations at 5:00
p.m. and 6:00 p.m. A round-trip ticket is $8
or $4 for one-way. Riders may pay the driver
until advance tickets can be implanted.
In October, riders were asked to call in to
determine demand for the service after the
storm. The mayor’s office received more
than 200 phone calls and emails from residents requesting service to be resumed as
quickly as possible. Two buses are in use and

more may be added if the demand is shown.
Even though Park n’Ride is subsidized in the
Kenner budget, costs have risen so it was
necessary to increase the rider fee.
“We are really excited about the return of
the Park n’ Ride service,” says Mayor
Capitano. “Our residents are eager to get
back to work, and many of them have no
other means of getting downtown. These
buses will provide much-needed assistance
to those without transportation or to those
who just need a break from the stress of
everyday traffic. This also gets us one step
closer to returning to normal after the
storm.”
For more information, residents may call
the mayor’s office at 468-7240 or check the
city’s website at www.kenner.la.us for a complete route schedule. ★

KENNER PARK N RIDE ROUTE

CAPRA COLLEGE
Sponsored by the Community and
Peoples’ Recovery Association
A 501(C)(3) Non-Profit Charitable Organization
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY
POLICY AS TO STUDENTS and FACULTY
Capra College admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students and faculty at the school.
It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions
policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other
school-administered programs.
For information for prospective students and faculty, please contact:
CapraCollege@webdsi.com

★
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★ Government

★

The licensing of contractors in Kenner
By KEITH CHIRO
Kenner Code Enforcement Director
S i n c e
Katrina
we
have received a
number of concerns regarding
the licensing of
contractors in
the city of
Ke n n e r. The
main question
is, “Why are
contractors
required to be licensed in Kenner and other
municipalities if they are already licensed in
Jefferson Parish or the state of Louisiana?”
The Department of Inspection and Code
Enforcement is committed to making sure
residents are hiring contractors who have
been tested and insured and are of the highest reputation. We are not provided with a
list of licensed contractors from Jefferson
Parish, nor do they have a list of Kenner
licenses. This “double protection” ensures
that you are hiring a contractor who is from
a pool of very qualified service providers,
since they should already be licensed by the
parish or state. We are a municipality; it is

our duty to protect Kenner homeowners
from contractors who may not uphold the
high standards we demand. In addition, if
contractors fail to follow city codes, their
licenses can be suspended or revoked.
However, we know that the workload for
contractors has increased dramatically since
Hurricane Katrina. With that, the department is extending the expiration date of
licenses for gas and mechanical (air conditioning and heating) contractors, as well as
electricians and plumbers to June 30, 2006.
Normally, these Kenner licenses would have
expired on December 31, 2005.
The majority of the aforementioned
licensed contractors must obtain or must
have a current Jefferson Parish license prior
to renewing their Kenner license. Jefferson
Parish is also extending the expiration date
of licenses for the above contractors until
June 30, 2006.
Our office, located on the first floor of
Building B of City Hall, at 1801 Williams
Boulevard, remains open to residents, business owners and contractors for all normal
services Monday through Friday, from 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. If you have any questions
about licensing or permits, please call our
office at 468-4062. ★

18 FEBRUARY 2006 KENNER ST ★R

CAPITANO

(continued from page 1)

“We were making great strides as a city
prior to Hurricane Katrina. Then our priorities shifted drastically,” said Capitano.
“Now, we are making great strides yet
again as we rebuild our city into a thriving
engine to assist all of the New Orleans
region in recovering from the storm. We’re
on our way – and as we rebuild I will continue the strong, efficient government we
initiated before Katrina.”
Capitano says his administration has

worked hard to reach its goals. In his short
term as Kenner’s mayor, Capitano says
Kenner’s rainy day fund has doubled
enabling the city to continue all services
without layoffs. The city adopted sweeping
drainage improvement plans, began the
process of cross-training Kenner employees
as pump operators, implemented a levee
monitoring system for Kenner and even
took a hard line on domestic violence by
creating a separate court to deal with
offenders.
Capitano also says he fulfilled his
promises of reforming city government by

eliminating nearly $1.5 million in unnecessary personal services contracts. During his
two years as mayor, city employees and
firefighters received a 15 percent pay boost
and pay raises for police officers were also
put into force.
Capitano feels after Hurricane Katrina
he provided strong leadership in guiding
Kenner to bounce back more quickly than
any other city in the region. From organizing relief for locals who stayed behind,
without the help of federal resources, to
communicating on a daily basis with evacuees, Capitano said he felt he had to be

“hands on” in helping Kenner citizens after
the storm. “I love Kenner and I felt a deep
compassion for our residents and our city
and also felt strongly that I needed to do
whatever it took to bring Kenner back to
life,” said Capitano.
But Capitano said that all is not complete. “We all have a lot invested in this city
and we need to make sure that our property
values continue to rise. We need to further
improve drainage conditions and I vow to
work hard to streamline government, develop a 311 information system for better city
service to residents and return airport buyout property back into commerce.” ★

BRANIGAN

(continued from page 1)

years in the District 4 seat. “Before the hurricane, I thought that I would go on to other
pursuits rather than run again,” said
Branigan. “But the crisis created by
Katrina has convinced me that my experience in government can help during this
difficult period in our city’s history. My
first priority will be helping get people
back in the homes that were damaged by
the hurricane. I have the knowledge and
experience to be a valuable go-between,
making sure that the residents of Kenner
and the government agencies are all on the
same page. Returning our community to
normalcy as quickly as possible is vital.”
Branigan said she is very proud of her
accomplishments over the last 10 years,
including many road improvement projects
in District 4, the city’s improved fire rating
and lowered fire insurance premiums, as
well as her involvement in the development
of Kenner’s City Park and the Gabriel
Subdivision.
“Just when I thought that I had helped
our community achieve the quality of life
goals we set for ourselves, we now find
ourselves facing new challenges that we
never dreamed might happen,” said
Branigan. “As I always have, I’d like to play
a leadership role in an inclusive effort to
mobilize all of our talents and skills to
rebuild Kenner better than ever. I think that
my record in public life makes it clear that
I can be a valuable member of the team that
contributes to the rebirth and recovery of
Kenner.” ★

Happy
Mardi
Gras
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★ Home

★

Roof inspection and repair
By DAN DORMADY
H u rr i c a n e
Katrina damaged scores of
roof tops in
our area, as
evidenced by
the many blue
tarps that are
visible. As a
result, many
of us will be
repairing or
replacing the roof surface on our homes
in the near future. Being knowledgeable
can help you to perform an inspection,
select a qualified contractor, and monitor
the installation or repair project.
Generally, roofs are not designed to
withstand winds of hurricane and tornado intensity like that experienced during
Hurricane Katrina. However, roofs may
also be damaged by winds of moderate
intensity, with gusts that may reach 50 to
75 miles per hour. The primary cause of
wind damage is from the partial vacuum
created by wind blowing over the edge of
the roof. Nature tries to neutralize the
low-pressure area by bringing in air from
a higher pressure area, usually from
inside the building. This air pushes up on
the bottom side of the roof assembly and,
over time, loosens fasteners and breaks
the adhesion, making the roof susceptible
to damage from the next moderate or
strong wind. To counteract the effects of
wind-uplift forces, the roofing should be
adequately fastened to the roof deck.
Where the storm damage is obvious,
the repair plan or replacement is fairly
routine for an asphalt/fiberglass composition shingle roof. However, sometimes
roof damage is less obvious, and requires
a little detective work.
Even if your roof does not appear to
be damaged when you look at it from the
ground, you should still consider performing an inspection or having an
inspection performed by a professional
after a major storm. The edges of the roof
should be checked for uplift. The flashing, vents, chimneys, wind turbines and
any other devices on the roof should be
checked to make sure they are still
secure. The tabs should be checked to
ensure they are still sealed and have not
been broken. The shingles should be
checked for stone surface loss. Areas
with heavy stone loss may be a sign of
significant wear and an indication that
replacement should be anticipated. Look
for “tented” or loose fasteners. Also look
for cuts or slices in the shingles which
could have been caused by flying debris.
If you discover any damage and you
haven’t already done so, call you insurance agent or adjuster and report it.
When replacing the roof, there are a

few common problems to watch out for
in roof shingle installation that are worth
noting.
Although many building codes permit the use of staples, they are not an
effective fastener for shingles. The holding power of a fastener is entirely
dependent on the roof surface area under
the head. Staples have far less head area
than roofing nails and are much more
likely to tear through the shingle in high
winds. The nails must be long enough to
penetrate through all roofing material
including the decking.
Flashing is very important. Flashing
should be installed at all transitions
between the roofing and other building
materials such as siding or chimneys. It
should extend at least 12 inches under the
adjacent material and be lapped to shed
water. New flashing should be installed
to replace any damaged flashing.
Proper installation of the drip edge is
also very important. Too much overhang
can cause shingles to bend and crack, and
too little will allow water to run down the
wall. While a drip edge is not required by
codes in all areas, its use is strongly recommended. Shingles should be positioned to overhang the drip edge by about
? inch and no more than ? inch.
Wind ratings should also be considered, as it is an objective standard indicating that properly applied shingles have
survived a specific third-party test. As
with durability ratings, however, a lot
depends on field conditions. The most
important factor affecting wind resistance is whether the tabs have sealed
properly. It is a good idea to re-inspect
the installation 30 days after it was completed, to confirm that all the shingles
have sealed adequately.
New shingles should not be applied
over old ones in most cases. Things that
can go wrong include failure to replace
bad decking, use of nails that are too
short to hold well, and reuse of deteriorated flashing that seems okay upon a
cursory inspection. Also, lightweight
shingles that are applied over older shingles may not lay flat, which looks bad
and often results in poor sealing. ★
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home
inspector (LSBHI #10273), and the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers,
a locally owned consulting engineering
firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection services.
Dormady can be reached at 456-6999,
P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 700113565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net.
Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website
is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Ben, Dawn, Ben, Blake, Huggie, Spirit

In 2006, we need to make a
difference for Kenner – together.
A vote for BEN ZAHN
is a vote for team work
in building our city’s future.
PAID FOR BY THE BEN ZAHN CAMPAIGN FUND • 464-0791

EVERYDAY LOW PRICES ON
KEG AND PACKAGE BEER
24 pk SUITCASE
BUD
Natural Light BUD LIGHT
MILLER LITE
50 Cups
40# Ice
COORS LITE
1/2 BARREL

6099

$

1549

Contains 15.5 Gallons =
Approximately 165 cups

WE NOW HAVE
PACKAGE LIQUOR

PROPANE
SOLD BY THE GALLON

2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm/Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm/Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

469-3503
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★ Sports

★

Saints “cowboy up” with new coach
taking your best shot. Mickey Loomis
established himself as the unquestionable
leader of the New Orleans Saints football
organization by sticking to his guns and
landing his man as head coach of the New
Orleans Saints.
Sean Payton, at 42 years old, has paid
his dues with the Giants and Cowboys and
rides in with his white visor as the good
guy trying to save the moribund Saints
from themselves. While some fans have

By KEN TRAHAN
In baseball, it is called stepping up to
the plate with no fear and delivering. In
football, it means pulling the trigger and

ENTER A WORLD OF

LUXURY
HAIR CARE

®

PUREOLOGY
luxury colour car e ™

SINCE 1985

3535 Chateau Blvd., Suite 5

465-9590

Valentine’s Day
“Make reservations”
111 Veterans Blvd. in Heritage Plaza Building
Open 7 days a week at 4 p.m. for Happy Hour and Dinner
Large selection of wine & great martinis
3 Large Rooms for Special Occasions,
Holiday Parties and Banquets
Phone 218-8967
■
Owned by Scott Korndor ffer of Chateau Coffee Cafe and
George Messina of Messina's Restaurant,
Co-owners of Jazz Seafood and Steak House

expressed disappointment in not landing a
“name” coach, the hiring of Payton
appears to be a solid one and solidifies
Loomis as the man calling the shots.
Despite league interest, and, according to a
pair or sources, pressure on New Orleans
to hire Maurice Carthon, Loomis stuck to
his original favorite. P ayton was the first
to talk with Loomis about the job and was
the last man standing. Other sources had
Tom Benson liking Mike Sherman.
Loomis held his ground.
Payton comes with an outstanding
pedigree, from the Dallas Cowboys and
the tree of Bill Parcells. In addition to
coming highly recommended by Parcells,
Payton worked with and received ringing
endorsements from Jon Gruden, John Fox,
and Jim Fassel. The latter carried as much
weight as the former three in lieu of the
fact that Fassel had stripped Payton of
play-calling duties while the two worked
together with the Giants.
In describing his style and persona, the
words most often used in reference to
Payton are diligent, disciplined, determined, energetic, businesslike, and prepared. He appears to be a man of no frills,
a no-nonsense individual with a pragmatic
approach to coaching players. He also has
a track record of calling plays and developing quarterbacks, a fact that no doubt
endeared Loomis to him. The Saints are
expected to select a franchise quarterback
with the second overall pick in the upcoming NFL draft, most likely Matt Leinart.
In becoming the 14th head coach in
New Orleans Saints history, Payton
became the first offensive-minded coach
since Hank Stram to land the position. For
the naysayers who advocate a “name”
coach, simply examine the team’s track
record of hiring “name” coaches who fell
short. The list is long – Tom Fears, Hank
Stram, Bum Phillips, and Mike Ditka. The
most successful coach, Jim Mora, was a
little-known USFL head coach. He would
ascend to NFL Coach of the Year in lead ing the Saints to their first-ever playoff
appearance before losing his way following the death of Jim Finks. Jim Haslett was
a defensive coordinator who was an
unpopular hire with fans. He would
become NFL Coach of the year and lead
the Saints to their first-ever playoff victory before losing his way following the
departure of Randy Mueller.
While Loomis deserves kudos for tab bing Payton, he must now provide the
solid leadership and talent evaluation
skills to provide his new coach with the
ammunition essential in fighting the wars
of the tough NFC South. In any business,
you are only as good as those around you.
How soon can Payton succeed? In
post-Katrina New Orleans, the landscape
is not a pretty one. Attracting free agents
may prove daunting. Keeping key players,
such as LeCharles Bentley, on a long-term

basis, may prove difficult. Having said
this, by opening up the checkbook and
drafting smartly, the Saints can move up
quickly to challenge in their division.
History tells us this. In 1999, Mike Ditka’s
Saints were 3-13. In 2000, Jim Haslett’s
Saints were 11-7, including a division title
and that lone playoff victory.
It is nice to be writing about something
positive surrounding the New Orleans
Saints. While I do not expect Payton to
experience the quick turn-around that
Haslett fashioned, I do expect this team to
right itself. Under Haslett, respect for the
coach had waned, a lack of discipline dot ted the horizon, and turnovers and penalties were the normal mode of operation.
One gets the feeling with Payton that mistakes will be met with appropriate actions
and consequences, characteristics seldom
seen or virtually invisible in Haslett’s final
two years with the Saints. Celebrate the
moment – the Saints are back. The
Superdome will apparently be ready for an
entire season. Mickey Loomis hired a
qualified, well-respected coach. A new
quarterback appears certain to follow. Will
success be far behind? It is time for the
Saints to “cowboy up” with a Cowboy
task-master at the helm. ★
Ken Trahan serves as Assistant Athletic
Director for Media Services, Broadcasting,
Campus and Community Relations and
Group Sales at UNO and as sports director
at Biz Radio 990, WGSO-AM. Trahan is
also the general manager and chairman of
the board of the Saints Hall of Fame in
Rivertown, Kenner, and maintains a prep
football website at www.neworleans.com.

POLITICAL REVIEW
(continued from page 5)

tinue to be shortchanged. As he made
clear in his most recent visit, President
Bush recognizes that funding has been
inadequate. So a goal for our U.S.
Senators and Representatives should be to
invite, prod, pressure, cajole, and persuade all of their colleagues to visit the
area. Such a project would be much more
valuable than a state paid junket to the
Netherlands. Let’s lobby Congress in
Washington D.C. instead of politicians in
the Netherlands because, at the end of the
day, the only people who will save our
state from future ruin are the ones who
write the checks for the projects that we
must have for our very survi val. ★
Jeff Crouere is a native of New
Orleans and his Louisiana based television program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at
8:30 p.m. on Friday and at 10:30 p.m.
Sunday on WLAE-TV, Channel 32. Visit his
website at www.ringsidepolitics.com and
e-mail him at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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★ Health

★

Tenet Healthcare Foundation’s Disaster Relief Fund
receives $75,000 donation from St. Jude Medical, Inc.

By JON T. MOSES
In the days and weeks immediately following hurricane Katrina, millions of people around the world watched the crisis
unfold and looked for ways to help the vic-

tims of this terrible disaster. Individuals
and organizations alike rallied to help
through donations and grants, hoping to
assist as many people as possible in the
early rebuilding stages. One such organization is St. Jude Medical, Inc., which
announced in early September a $1 million pledge to help rebuild the health care
infrastructure throughout the Gulf Coast
region. When Paolo Zambito, Kenner
Regional Medical Center’s chief executive

“This grilled burger (8 oz. chuck) had a GREAT SMOKY FLAVOR that honestly rivaled
some of the better burger joints in town.”
The “Unknown Food Critic”, WWL-TV
Review of Laketown Grill

OPEN DAILY 11:30 AM - 6:00 AM
FOOD SERVICE 11:30 AM - 10:00 PM

officer, heard about the pledge, he contacted St. Jude Medical to see how they
could work with Kenner Regional’s parent
company, Tenet Healthcare, to provide
relief to health care employees displaced
due to the storm. The result? A very generous donation by St. Jude Medical to
Tenet’s Disaster Relief Fund.
At a check presentation at Kenner
Regional Medical Center in January,
Michael Rousseau, president of St. Jude
Medical's US Sales Division, presented
the Tenet Healthcare Foundation with a
$75,000 check for its Disaster Relief
Fund. Rousseau emphasized that one of
the most critical needs in the area’s recovery would be to restore normal health care
along the Gulf Coast. He added, “We will
continue to provide support to employees,
physicians and patients in the region as
they begin the road to recovery.”
Through the efforts of St. Jude
Medical and many others, the Tenet
Disaster Relief Fund has helped ease the
burden faced by many Tenet Gulf Coast
employees following Hurricane Katrina.
Tenet Healthcare has six affiliated hospi tals in the affected areas. Its Disaster
Relief Fund was created in 1994 to offer
aid to Tenet employees who suffer loss as
a result of widespread natural disasters.
Immediately following the storm, Tenet
Healthcare Foundation shifted into high
gear, launching a company-wide Internet
campaign to offer its employees across the
country an opportunity to help. Tenet
matched all donations $2 to $1, effectively
tripling the impact of the fund. To date, the
fund has distributed more than $3.5 million to approximately 1,800 employees.
With the help provided by these efforts,

local Gulf Coast health care workers,
including hundreds employed at Kenner
Regional Medical Center, can get back to
the business of providing health care.
St. Jude Medical’s US Division is
based in Austin, Texas. The company manufactures mechanical and tissue heart
valves, pacemakers, implantable cardio
defibrillators and electrophysiology
catheters.
Tenet Healthcare Foundation seeks to
improve the lives of people in the communi ties served by Tenet hospitals by funding primarily local charities that address unmet
health care needs. Endowed by Tenet, the
Foundation also administers programs
designed to promote grant-giving and volunteerism among Tenet employees in areas
where they have a strong personal interest.
The Foundation also provides grants to vari ous educational, social service, civic and
humanities-supporting organizations nationwide. Contributions can be made by contacting the Tenet Healthcare Foundation at 1866-334-2490
or
by
visiting
www.tenethealth.com/TenetHealth/TenetFou
ndation. ★
Jon T. Moses is a Marketing Liaison with
Kenner Regional Medical Center located at
200 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner.
Moses can be reached at 464.8692 or at
Jonathan.Moses@tenethealth.com. Kenner
Regional Medical Center is a Tenet-owned
hospital with a full service emergency room,
outpatient diagnostics and impatient services providing care to Kenner and the surrounding area. KRMC accepts a majority of
insurance plans.

Serving Great Food & Great Fun
in the Great City of Kenner
— Ross & Darwin Martin, owners

4041 Williams Blvd. • Kenner Winn Dixie Marketplace
Corner Vintage and Williams Blvd.

461-0433

Wireless Internet

St. Jerome Knights of Columbus

HALL RENTAL
Wedding Receptions • Showers • Dances
Birthdays • Sweet 16s, etc.
Stage • Catering • Floral • Cakes • Music
Well Stocked Bar • Bridal Suite

50 OFF

$
on a Full
Full Rental
Rental
We’ll Customize a Package to Suite Your Budget
Full Service Catering Available
3310 Florida Ave. • 504/469-6736

From left to right: Jim Gremillion, Cardiology Division Region; Andre Fremaux,
Regional Sales Director, South Gulf Region; Marty McCray, Territory Manager,
Atrial Fibriliation Division; Thomas Sheehy, Vice President, Sales for St. Jude
Medical. Seated is Paolo Zambito, CEO of Kenner Regional Medical Center, and
Michael Rousseau, President of St. Jude Medical.
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Post-Katrina period is bad time for
asthma, respiratory illness patients
By ALLAN KATZ
Since Hurricane Katrina there has
been a marked increase in Kenner residents suffering serious illnesses due to
asthma and other respiratory ailments,
one local doctor says.
Dr. Sanjay Kamboj, an immunologist
at Kenner Regional Medical Center who
specializes in treating asthma and respiratory illnesses, says, “The tremendous
volume of asthma and respiratory illness
complications that we’re seeing in
Kenner are a direct result of Hurricane
Katrina. In the chaos of evacuation and
disruption of people’s lives, many
patients got off their medications and still
haven’t resumed taking their medicines
on a regular schedule or haven’t refilled
their prescriptions. In addition, with
thousands of Kenner residents putting
ruined carpet and furniture on the street
for collection, there are a tremendous
number of pollutants in the air. To make
things worse, some doctors haven’t
returned or haven’t been able to re-open
their offices, so a lot of patients are trying to tough it out without seeing a doctor, and that too has led to many complications.”
Dr. Kamboj said that as Kenner residents well know, asthma and respiratory
ailments are a major problem in this
region to begin with because of high
humidity and a semi-tropical environment. For thousands of Kenner residents
who suffer from these illnesses, the postKatrina period has been a dreadful time
as they cope with their personal illnesses

BLACK
(continued from page 1)

term limited. The primary is April 1, and a
runoff, if needed, will be held April 29.
Black said that if elected, she will continue to be a fiscally responsible representative of the community.
“I’m very proud of the fact that I
authored the ordinance that dedicated gaming revenues from the Treasure Chest casino
to capital improvements, debt reduction and
infrastructure preventing the revenues from
being placed in the general fund and thus
enhancing the quality of life for the citizens
of Kenner,” said Black. “Because we were
fiscally responsible, we were able to start our
hurricane cleanup much faster than other
communities in the region.”
Black spent 12 years as assistant council
clerk before winning the District 3 Council
seat and says she is a “people person” who
loves serving the people.”
“I am a consensus builder, not an
obstructionist. I believe that we are elected to
get things done for the community. I would
prefer to work in harmony with others,”

or those of others in their family, along
with the other complications that Katrina
generated for so many.
“If you are an asthma or respiratory
illness patient and your doctor isn’t available, please find a physician on either a
temporary or permanent basis,” says Dr.
Kamboj. “If you haven’t filled your prescriptions, please do so and resume taking your medicines on a regular basis. If
you become terribly ill, please go to an
emergency room. Don’t imagine that you
can just tough this out. These illnesses
can become very serious if you’re not
being treated. And, please don’t think
you’re the only one. Thousands of your
neighbors who suffer from asthma or
other respiratory illnesses are going
through the same thing.”
Dr. Kamboj said another factor in the
rise of asthma and other ailments is what
he calls the “sadness factor.” In the wake
of Katrina, many who lost their homes or
possessions, or are helping family members or friends who suffered losses, are
dealing with depression and have lowered resistance. The combination of asthma and depression can be a terrible thing
for those who are suffering from both,
said the doctor.
Dr. Kamboj said many of his new
patients have found their way to Kenner
Regional Medical Center. Others have
come to a clinic in Kenner where Dr.
Kamboj and his colleagues treat allergies, asthma and other respiratory illnesses. Dr. Kamboj can be reached at his
clinic at 712-8701. ★

Black said.
The District 3 councilwoman said that
she has personally responded to more than
12,000 calls from Kenner constituents over
the years. “I think the reason I’ve been so
effective is my love for this community,” said
Black. “My family has been in Kenner since
the 1880s. I understand the importance of
helping people and making lives better.
That’s the best part of being a public official.” Black has also supported pay raises for
Kenner firefighters and city employees.
“I feel that I’m running for all the right
reasons,” said Black. “I have no interest in
personal gain and I don’t need to be in the
spotlight. My greatest satisfaction comes
from working with others to accomplish
things that make Kenner an even better place
to live. The purpose of government is to
serve people and help them solve any problems that might arise in their lives. Good
government is accomplishing this without
raising taxes and eliminating unnecessary
spending.” ★
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OFF

ANY SET OF FOUR TIRES
BRIDGESTONE
FIRESTONE
Expires February 28, 2006

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes • Air Conditioner
Work • Shocks • Struts • Brake Service • Batteries • Belts
• Hoses •Tune-Ups • CV Joints • Fuel Injecion Cleaning

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Saturday
www.scottystireauto.com

ROBERT

POLITO
CHIEF ’06

ABOUT ROBERT POLITO
★ Robert, Father, Grandfather, Police Officer
★ Robert will be tough on crime, but compassionate
to the needs of the citizens of Kenner.

★ He will work with Kenner’s elected leaders,
but will not be a puppet for politicians.
PAID FOR BY THE ROBERT POLITO CAMPAIGN FUND
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★

Kenner Citizen’s Police Academy begins new class in Februar y
The spring 2006 session of the Kenner
Citizen’s Police Academy will begin on
Tuesday, February 7 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Kenner Police Complex, 500 Veterans
Boulevard. Kenner Police Chief Nick
Congemi and the Kenner Police Department
encourage citizens to participate in this
unique opportunity to learn more about police
operations.
Students attend free classes one night per
week for twelve weeks, taught by trained

police officers certified in their fields. The
academy provides detailed coverage about
how the police department works in the following areas: responsibilities of the
Command Staff, rescue equipment and
weapons, crime scene processing, criminal
investigations, drug enforcement, Patrol
Division, Crime Prevention and D.A.R.E.
programs, K-9 Unit, physical fitness, use of
police force and self-defense, S.W.A.T., criminal laws and court procedures, traffic

enforcement, and D.W.I. issues.
Students receive a tour of Headquarters
and the jail, firearms instruction with a session at the shooting range, and participate in a
ride along with a police officer. A graduation
ceremony and banquet is held for students
when they complete the program.
Graduates of the program receive the
opportunity to join the Kenner Citizen’s
Academy Alumni Association (KCPAAA),
through which they can both lead the community in improving safety and support the

Kenner Police Department in reducing crime.
Alumni members can also volunteer their
assistance at various department events.
In addition, graduates may apply for entry
into the Community Police Corps, an innovative program that gives members the opportunity to volunteer and assist the KPD in its
mission.
To receive an application, or for more
information, contact the Community
Relations Division at 712-2294 or email
kmarroccoli@kennerpd.com. ★

Rape aggression defense
course set for February

SAMUEL Y. BROWN, M.D.
ACCEPT ALL HMOs and PPOs,
OCHSNER & MEDICAID
New Patients
and
Newborn Conferences
Welcomed

Kenner Police Chief Nick Congemi and
the Kenner Police Department will hold the
first Rape Aggression Defense (R.A.D.)
course of 2006 on Thursday, February 9 at
6:30 p.m. in the Kenner Police Training
Center, located at 1939 Third Street in
Rivertown. The course will show women
how to use combinations of self-defense
techniques and how to escape multiple
attackers.
The course is free and open to all
females over the age of 14, who may take it
as many times as desired to learn the latest
self-defense and safety techniques. The
course is taught by two certified police
officers.
The R.A.D. course covers topics such
as the definitions of types of sexual
assaults, lawful means of self-defense,
abduction and risk awareness, self-defense

First African-American female
Kenner patrol officer retires

443-KIDS
Se habla Español

Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:30 - 12:00
3813 Williams Blvd.,Kenner - Between W. Esplanade & The Lake

The Way
Business
Communicates
Formerly Gage Telephone System of New Orleans

Sales - Service - Maintenance
www.southeasttel.com

Voice Data Cabling • Voice Mail
Local & Long Distance Service
Auto Attendant • Unified Messaging
DSL & Internet Service

466-4243
2005 3rd St., Kenner

techniques, and also offers students a voluntary opportunity to practice self-defense
techniques with a certified instructor.
Hands-on experience helps women test
their skills in a crisis and discover their own
special strengths and abilities. The R.A.D.
program is designed to give women conf idence, awareness and a security plan.
The Kenner Police Department holds
basic R.A.D. sessions every month. Each
session consists of three evenings of
instruction, each beginning at 6:00 p.m. at
the Kenner Police Training Center.
Fe b ru a ry classes will take place on
February 9, 13 and 16.
To receive an application, or for more
information, contact the Community
Relations Division at 712-2294 or email
kmarroccoli@kennerpd.com. ★

Rose McGee

Bryon Corley

Officer Rose McGee, Kenner’s first
African-American female patrol officer,
recently retired on January 20, 2006, after
29 years of service. She had served as a
D.A.R.E. officer for the past 15 years.
“I felt really confident and positive
about it,” said McGee as she reflected back
to her first day on “the road.”
Many of the veteran male police officers knew Officer McGee from working at
the airport, where she had previously been
assigned. McGee laughed as she explained
that when she became a patrol officer, her
male colleagues were naturally protective
of her and would frequently respond to
places where she had been dispatched.

“After a while the guys saw that I could
do it myself,” said McGee. “But they
always respected me and had confidence in
me.”
“Officer McGee is such a positive influence in the community,” said Kenner Police
Chief Nick Congemi. “Having served as a
D.A.R.E. instructor for many years, she
truly made a difference in the lives of young
people in Kenner.”
“I’ve always been very proud to put on
this Kenner Police uniform,” said McGee.
“The department has been like a second
family to me.”
“She’s never missed a class,” said fellow D.A.R.E. Officer Ronnie Barger. “She
has a strong level of commitment to the
program, to kids, and to the department. It
has been an honor to work with her.”
Veteran Officer Byron Corley has been
selected to replace Officer McGee as a
D.A.R.E. officer. Having attended D.A.R.E.
Officer Training in St. Paul, Minnesota,
Corley will assume his new duties this
month. ★
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Nursing home spend down
By RONALD HAMPTON
Part Two
Those who read our January column
already know that the Medicaid system is complicated and difficult to access. And, unfortunately, it’s going to become even more so.
As you may know, Congress has been
wrestling with the “Deficit Reduction Act of
2005.” This has been in the form of two bills,
one from the House and one from the Senate.
Currently S.1932 has been passed by both
houses, but the Senate made three changes that
will force the bill back to the House of
Representatives when they reconvene in
February.
There are four major changes to existing
Medicaid law in the bill as it stands:
1) Extending the “look-back” period from
three to five years.
2) Making the period of ineligibility for
transfers (of assets) start the day of application
rather than the day of the gift.
3) No “rounding down” on transfers.
4) Stricter criteria on annuities, promissory
notes, mortgages, etc.
We know this seems complicated but we
will explore each point in this and subsequent
columns. In the process, we will show why this
bill will not only hurt seniors and their families,
but will also create an administrative nightmare
for the Department of Health and Human
Services.
Let’s start with the first change, the “lookback period.” Currently, when an application
for Medicaid assistance is taken, a “snapshot”
of the applicant’s finances is also taken. In
addition to listing all assets, the applicant must
disclose any gifts made in the preceding three
years. If mom or dad gave gifts to the children
or grandchildren, then they would be denied
assistance until the value of those gifts had
been paid back in the form of self-pay for their

nursing home care. This “look-back” period
has been increased to five years under the new
law. Short of having a crystal ball, one wonders
how anyone, especially an elderly person in
possibly frail health, can reasonably be expected to predict their need for assistance five years
in the future. The existing law makes some
accommodation for the dates of the gift, making it possible that there would be no ineligibility. The new law makes none.
Here’s how the new law would work. Mom
gives $10,000 to each of three grandchildren in
December 2006. In addition, she gives a car
worth $6,000 to a niece for a total of $36,000.
In July 2010, Mom has a stroke and must be
confined to a nursing home. Because the gifts

were made within the f ive year look-back period, she is denied Medicaid assistance for 12
months based on the current cost of $3,000
monthly. One can envision a scenario wherein
the grandkids are asked to give back the
$10,000 so their grandmother can have nursing
home care.
All seniors and caregivers are urged to contact their senator and ask them to vote against
this bill. The AARP, Alzheimer’s Association,
Catholic Charities, and S.A.F.E. – Medicare
planning representatives, are among concerned
groups making a “full court press” lobbying
effort right now to defeat some of these changes
they believe will devastate many of our seniors.
We will be keeping a watchful eye on our

lawmakers, and future columns will keep you
informed. ★
Ronald Hampton is the principal of
Retirement Planning Associates located at 3500
North Causeway Boulevard in Metairie.
Hampton is a Certified Retirement Financial
Advisor™ and author of “Retirement Land
Mines and How to Avoid Them ©.” He can be
reached at 1-800-569-2902 or ronaldghampton@cox.net. The website is www.RetirementPlanningAssociates.net. Hampton’s firm is a
participant in the Better Business Bureau CARE
program and is an authorized representative of
S.A.F.E. Planning, a Medicaid planning practice.

National non-profits volunteer to help Kenner rebuild
By ALLAN KATZ
Fourteen of the nation’s largest, bestknown and most respected non-profit
human services organizations have made a
collective commitment to do all that they
can to help Kenner and other hurricaneimpacted communities in the Gulf South
with their rebuilding efforts.
“We’re very pleased that the administration, the business community, and the
local non-profit chapters in Kenner have all
sent us signals that they will welcome our
volunteer efforts,” said Debbie Foster,
Executive Vice President at United Way of
America. She is one of the key movers in an
effort by the nation’s leading non-profit
organizations to lend a hand to the communities of the Gulf South that were battered
by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.
“We’re very aware that Kenner has
played a leading role in restoring the community’s infrastructure,” said Foster. “We
want to be part of Kenner’s effort to rebuild
a better state of human existence. We hope
to be part of your effort to be sure that
human needs are not forgotten, even as you
rebuild your streets, drainage systems, and
levees. Our volunteers want to work with

the people of Kenner, and other communities recovering from the hurricanes, to
ensure the viability of neighborhoods, the
education of children and the self-sufficiency of all the people who live in the
community.”
The 14 organizations that have signed
on for the volunteer effort include the

Brian Gallagher, President and CEO
of United Way of America

Alliance for Children and Families;
American Cancer Society; Boy Scouts of
America; Camp Fire, USA; Catholic

Charities, USA; Girls Incorporated;
Goodwill Industries International, Inc.;
Lutheran Services in America; National
Mental Health Association, Inc.; National
Urban League, Inc.; The Salvation Army;
United Way of America, YMCA of the
USA, and YWCA, USA.
Foster said that in addition to offering
their services to Kenner and other communities, the combined organizations have
asked President George Bush and Congress
to approve an additional $10 billion over
the next f ive years for rebuilding strategies
that emphasize human needs.
“We will be coming to Kenner, as well
as other communities in the Gulf South, to
listen to what you think is needed most in
your city,” said Foster. “We have no agenda
other than helping the people of the Gulf
South achieve the goals that you’ve set for
yourself and your cities, towns and rural
areas. We’re coming to help and we really
appreciate the fact that Kenner has set out a
welcome mat for our volunteers. We want
to be at your side, on the ground facing
problems, helping people and strengthening communities like Kenner where the
quality of life has historically been a top
priority.” ★
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Financial opportunities
By GLEN DOTTOLO
Here in metro New Orleans, we have just
suffered the worst disaster in the history of
the United States. But we are now also beginning the greatest rebuilding program ever
undertaken.
Every disaster, in addition to causing
hardship and problems, creates opportunities.
After the very tough summer and fall that we
all endured, it is now time to look for new
business opportunities in 2006. Obviously
many things have changed since last year.
Our patterns have changed, and we all do
things differently. How, you may ask, can this
be turned into a business opportunity?
The first and most obvious area for consideration is real estate. Because of the
floods, properties are available for purchase
that may never have been available previously. If you have the ability and inclination, the
purchase and renovation of flooded properties is a wonderful business opportunity. The
ideal property is one near your home or business that you can keep an eye on. It also helps
if you and your friends can do some of the
work yourselves. This will reduce your out of

pocket costs and risk.
Single family homes, small apartments,
and reasonab ly sized commercial properties
are all worth considering. Reasonable size is
dictated by your ability to finance the project
and to cover the inevitable cost overruns.
After you have secured a purchase and renovation loan, you should have at least 20 percent of the renovation cost available in cash
so that you will not need to go back to the
lender when the expected cost overrun
occurs. If you don’t have this cash cushion,
then you are probably considering a project
that is too large. If you are really in love with
the deal, don’t despair - look for a partner
with money. If you can’t find someone that is
interested, the deal may not be as good as you
thought.
As you consider properties, you are looking for minimal damage and a price that is
low enough so that you can rebuild and still
be below pre-Katrina values when everything
is complete. While there is no guarantee that
we will not experience future floods, we have
now learned that these floods were preventable, and it looks like the mistakes of 2005
will not be repeated in 2006. Good insurance
is, of course, a must, including flood insurance, regardless of the flood zone rating. If
new flooding occurs, you need to be well
insured. Obviously, before you begin a project such as this, meet with your banker to get

some idea of how much you can afford to
borrow. Your banker will also be able to help
with information on things such as flood
insurance, permits, etc.
These are tough times but they are also
times of opportunity. If you have the pioneer
spirit, we need your help to rebuild. ★

Glenn Dottolo, manager of Gulf Coast
Bank & Trust’s Kenner Branch Office on
Williams Boulevard, offers twenty-two years
of full service banking to his customers.
Dottolo can be contacted at 565-3656. Visit
Gulf Coast Bank & Trust’s website at
www.gulfbank.com.

Representing Louisiana’s Largest

HEALTH
Insurance Carrier
• Individual and Group
Health Plans
• Medicare Supplement
• Long-Term Care Plans
• Self-Employment (MSA)
Health Plans
• HMO
• POS

John
Lala
Preferred Independent Agent
832-5862
www.bluecross.com
KENNER PROPERTY TAX NEWS
Due to delays caused by Hurricane Katrina,
Kenner residents should receive their
2005 property tax bills by the end of February.
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Property damages and your insurance
claims post Katrina/Rita
By JAMES L. MELCHERS
The “insurance contract”
is written by the insurance
industry. The industry dictates the terms of the insurance contract as well as its
exclusions and exceptions.
The individual consumer is
not able to negotiate with the
insurance company relative
to the terms of the contract.
The consumer who purchases flood and homeowners insurance assumes that
with the two policies in place he or she will have no trouble relative to property damages. However, when a con sumer has both flood and wind damage, disputes often
arise between the carriers as to what policy covers what
damage, all to the detriment of the consumer.
Generally, the insurance industry drafts contracts that
are ambiguous and therefore are unclear to the average consumer. In Louisiana, the insurer owes the consumer a duty
of good faith (honesty) and fair dealing (fair settlement).
The insurer has an obligation to the consumer to
adjust claims fairly and promptly and to make a reasonable effort to settle the claims with the insured within a

reasonable time, as outlined in the insurance code.
However, due to the extreme nature of this disaster, normal deadlines for payments have been relaxed.
In most instances, the consumer does not read his
policies and its exceptions and exclusions. And if he
does, he usually does not understand the contents of the
contract. However, he does believe that he is covered
completely and without any hassle.
In your insurance claim, if you are not satisfied with
your adjuster, you have the right to speak with his supervisor. You can also request that a different adjuster be
assigned to you to settle your claim. Due to the extreme
devastation occasioned by Katrina/Rita, homeowner
claims, not flood, can be mediated by Louisiana mediators at no cost to the consumer, per the Commissioner of
Insurance. You do not have to accept the outcome of this
mediation. If you are not satisfied with the settlement,
you can hire an attorney to assist you. ★

Home Computer Slow?
WE CAN HELP!

We specialize In Onsite Computer Service.
VIRUS PROTECTION & REMOVAL
SPYWARE REMOVAL • FIREWALLS
HOME & OFFICE INTERNET SHARING
NETWORKS • WIRELESS
SERVER & WORKSTATION • REPAIR & UPGRADES
DSL and SPRINT WIRELESS INTERNET

James L. Melchers is the senior attorney at Melchers
Law Firm, located at 909 West Esplanade Avenue in
Kenner and the firm’s primary areas of practice are
estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, real estate,
corporate law, and personal injury. Melchers can be
reached at 467-1092 or visit the website at www.melcherslawfirm.com.

★ Community

616-8030

★

New Orleans Center for Creative Arts seeks
high school students for March auditions
New Orleans Center for Creative Arts/Riverfront,
Louisiana’s premier arts training center for high school
students, is currently looking for talented students for the
2006-2007 fall session. The center provides tuition-free,
professional instruction in creative writing, dance, media
arts, classical instrumental music, jazz, vocal music,
drama, musical theatre, theatre design and visual arts to
Louisiana high school students who successfully audition.
Students who are interested in participating in the
program offered at the NOCCA/Riverfront must first

mail in a completed application to the center in order to
be eligible for March auditions. Applications are available online at www.nocca.com.
Students earn high school credit for
NOCCA/Riverfront coursework. Tuition is free, and
financial aid is available for additional needs that
accepted students may incur. Interested students should
visit www.nocca.com to find out more about specific
art disciplines and audition requirements. Call 9402787 for more information. ★

M. Susan M. Felder, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY
4134 FLORIDA AVENUE, SUITE 101
KENNER, LOUISIANA 70065

(504) 469-6333
Office Hours By Appointment
Emergencies taken daily • New patients welcome .
Visa,Master Card,Discover Card accepted.

Rotary Club starts reading incentive
program at Washington Elementary
Dr. Victoria Smith, a member of the Rotary Club of
New Orleans International Airport, recently presented a
“Bear with a Book in a Bag,” a reading incentive program, to the students in Jeanine Gladhart’s third grade
class at Washington Elementary School, located at 606
Clay Street in Kenner.
The “Bear with a Book in a Bag” is a Rotary literacy program designed to promote the importance and joy of reading
to young students, introduce students to Rotary ideals, and
provide an incentive to elementary school students to
improve their reading skills. The program was created by
Jane Alford, wife of the governor for Rotary District 6840,
comprised of 52 Rotary clubs in southeastern Louisiana and
southern Mississippi. She presented each Rotary club with a
tote bag and a teddy bear and challenged each club to create
a reading incentive program at a local school.

The Rotary Club of New Orleans International Airport,
which already supports Washington Elementary with
school supplies, mentors and part time classroom instructors through the Junior Achievement program, approached
Jeanie Gabler, principal of Washington Elementary, offering to fund and present a reading incentive program. Ms.
Gabler chose Gladhart’s third grade class.
Under the program, one student per week takes home
the tote bag, the teddy bear and a reading book that they
get to keep. When they present an oral book report at the
end of the week, the tote bag and teddy bear are passed to
the next student. The process repeats until each student
has received a book and reported to the class.
Books donated by the Rotary Club include selections
from the Magic School Bus, Arthur, and the Berenstain
Bears series. ★

Window Screens Made & Installed
PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
Pool Enclosures
Carports
Insulated Rooms
Replacement
Windows
• Gutters
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Patio Covers
Glass Rooms
Room Additions
Screened Rooms
Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.
504-467-6998
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JPAS announces re-structured season
The Jefferson Performing Arts Society
has announced its re-structured 28th season,
consisting of four productions in Teatro
Wego!, their new theatre space adjacent to the
damaged Westwego Performing Arts Theatre,
and one production at the JPAS center in
Metairie.
The season will open with Kris Shaw
directing the mega hit and local premiere of
Buddy – The Buddy Holly Story starring Billy
McGuigan of Omaha, Nebraska as Buddy and
New Orleans’ own Spud McConnell as The
Big Bopper. Buddy will be held in the
Jefferson Performing Arts Center at 400
Phlox Avenue in Metairie.
Performances will be on Friday and
Saturday at 7:30 p.m. on March 10-12, 17-19
and 24-26 with Sunday matinees at 2:00 p.m.
Teatro Wego! at 177 Sala Avenue in
Westwego will host Cabaret, again directed
by Kris Shaw and debuting Michael
Tramontin as the Emcee, Trina Beck as Sall y
Bowles, and local icon Janet Shea as Fraulein
Schneider. The local premiere of The Last
Five Years, directed by Frannie Rosenberg,
will introduce Lisa Anselmo to the JPAS stage
and welcome back Stuart Metcalf. Gary
Rucker debuts as director for JPAS in the
local premiere of the comedy Over The
Tavern, while NOCCA’s Ray Vrazel makes
his JPAS directorial debut in the world premier of Pink Collar Crime authored by and
starring Yvette Sirker.
JPAS Ticket Prices:
Buddy Holly – Adults-$30, Seniors-$29,
Child/Student-$15
Cabaret – Adults-$25, Seniors-$24
Child/Student-$12
Last Five Years – Adults-$20, Seniors-$19,
Child/Student-$12
Over The Tavern – Adults-$25, Seniors-$24,
Child/Student-$12
Pink Collar Crime – Adults-$25, Seniors-

$24, Child/Student-$12
Full season subscriptions to all five shows
are available at a five percent discount at
$119, and at a 15 percent discount at $105 for
JPAS members.
A buffet will be served 90 minutes prior
to each performance in Teatro Wego! at a

price of $19 for adults and $12 for children 12
and under. Call 885-2000 for ticket information.
“We are so grateful to our loyal sponsors
and supporters, BellSouth, Hibernia National
Bank, AmSouth Bank, McGlinchey Stafford,
Whitney National Bank, Boomtown Casino,

I-55 Pixelstix, Omni Bank, Chase Bank,
Adams and Reese, LLP, The Arts Council of
New Orleans and The Louisiana Division of
the Arts,” said Dennis Assaf, Executive and
Artistic Director of JPAS. “Without them, we
simply could not have returned.” ★

Actor’s Theatre presents premiere of the hit
musical I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change
Actor’s Theatre of New Orleans will
present the New Orleans premiere of the
hit Off-Broadway musical, I Love You,
You’re Perfect, Now Change. With book
and lyrics by Joe DiPietro and music by
Jimmy Roberts, I Love You . . . is the
longest running musical Off-Broadway
and is now in its ninth year after playing

more than 3,000 performances.
René J.F. Piazza and Chelle Duke
Ambrose co-direct a cast that includes
Terence Foster, Eva Langston, Matthew
Mickal, and Ambrose, with musical direction by Karl Harrod. The musical, a
delightful collection of songs and sketches
celebrating dating, love, marriage, in-

laws, having kids and growing old, has
been mounted in 150 cities across the
globe.
Performance dates are Thursday
through Saturday from January 26 through
February 11 at 7:30 p.m., with a Sunday
matinee on January 29 at 2:30 p.m. The
show is recommended for mature audiences. Tickets are $20 for adults and $18
for students and seniors. The theatre is
located at 4539 N. I-10 Service Road on
the second floor of the WTIX-FM building
behind Target in Clearview Mall. For reservations or more information, call 4564111. ★

Driftwood
parade to roll
on February 11
The 37th annual Krewe of Driftwood
parade will roll at 1:00 p.m. on February
11, 2006.
Parade goers can expect to see a traditional start to the event by the Alfred
Bonnabel High School Air Force Junior
ROTC Color Guard and Drill Team, who
will present national and state flags.
Other long-time returning participants
are Fast Eddie’s Half Fast Marchers, the
Schneckenburger School Dance Team
and the Gold Dusters Dance Team,
among others. This year’s parade will be
led by an escort of the Kenner Police
Department.
“Because of Hurricane Katrina there
was a slight delay in getting information
out, but the parade committee has worked
hard to organize this year’s event and
hopes to have a large turnout of visitors to
view our parade,” said Vince Catalano,
parade captain.
In keeping with custom, this year’s
Krewe of Driftwood king and queen were
selected based on their service to the
community and their identities will
remain secret until the day of the parade.
For more information call parade captain, Vince Catalano, at 443-4535. ★
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DSS offers new child support payment options
The Louisiana Department of Social Services
(DSS) is now offering child support clients two new
options in receiving payments.
“As our department and all of state government face
severe reductions, we are constantly evaluating ways to
be more fiscally prudent and efficient,” said DSS
Secretary Ann S. Wiliamson. “These new payment
methods are cost-effective and an expeditious way to
serve the children of Louisiana.”
Effective January 19, 2006, custodial parents who
have bank accounts can apply for direct deposit. Direct
deposit allows DSS’ Support Enforcement Services
(SES) to deposit child support payments directly into
the customer’s existing checking or savings account,
regardless of the financial institution.
SES child support clients who want direct deposit

must apply for direct deposit by providing an original
voided check or deposit slip. If the account is a savings
account at a credit union or savings and loan, a financial institution printout is required.
Clients may receive a direct deposit form by downloading from the DSS website at www.dss.state.la.us, by
calling the Child Support Customer Service Center at
225-922-8100 or 1-800-256-4650, or by picking up a
form at any SES District Office or District Attorney
Office and mailing to: LA CSS, Direct Deposit, P.O.
Box 65465, Baton Rouge, LA 70896.
Child support recipients who were victims of the
Hurricane Katrina impacted area will soon be receiving
a direct payment card from JP Morgan/Chase bank.
About 20,263 of these cards have been mailed to the
hurricane victims.

Non-profit resource center
for families opens in Kenner
Rejoice, Inc. serving the Jefferson, Orleans and
River Parishes held a grand opening of its Resource
Center for Families at 1812 Short Street in Kenner on
January 13, 2006 in collaboration with the Greater
Lexington Ministerial Alliance and Lexington
Community Church of Lexington, Ohio and Work Force
Connection of Jefferson Parish.
Rejoice, Inc. was founded in November 2003 and
incorporated on January 20, 2004 as the non-profit,
501(C)(3) outreach of the New Birth Cathedral of Glory
Ministries. The founders are Pastor Richmond Edwards,
Jr. and First Lady Debra H. Edwards, both retired educators. Its mission is to “Equip and Empower
Individuals and Families for Excellence and Service.”
Rejoice, Inc. offers support for emotional and physical needs to help families get back on their feet and
stay on their feet. Programs offered at the center include
disaster assistance, (house gutting, debris removal,
etc.); distribution of clothing, food, water, cleaning supplies, household items, school supplies, etc; emergency
daycare for children and senior adults; counseling;
referrals and transportation to access community serv-

ices; educational services (after-school tutoring,
Success on Saturday Academy for students in grades K12, GED preparation, workshop for parents, etc.); daily
hot lunches for seniors, the displaced and volunteers;
job training, and placement in collaboration with the
Work Force Connection of Jefferson Parish. Since
October, over 100 families have received services.
The center is funded by donations from individuals,
the collaborative efforts of Pastor Jim Strieb’s
Operation New Start, a project of the Greater Lexington
Ministerial Alliance and the Lexington Community
Church, a collaboration with Jefferson Parish Work
Force Connection, and a grant from the Foundation of
the Mid South.
A team of volunteers from Lexington, Ohio made
their fifth trip to this area in January to participate in
rebuilding the community.
New Birth Cathedral of Glory Ministries is located in a temporary home at 138 Villere Drive in
Destrehan. For more information on their services,
call 305-4212. ★

Open house held for Airline Drive improvements
The Louisiana Department of Transportation and
Development (DOTD) and the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) will conduct open-house
public hearings in support of the improvement of
Airline Drive/U.S. 61 from I-310 in St. Charles Parish
east to the Earhart Expressway/LA 3139 in Jefferson
Parish. The proposed improvements include the
widening of U.S. 61 to include additional travel lanes
and the construction of a new, direct, elevated connection to the Earhart Expressway.
The open house hearings will include a continuous
presentation describing the project. Representatives of
DOTD and the project team will be present to provide
information relative to the general location and design
features of the roadway, environmental and other
impacts of the project, the relocation assistance program, and any other matters of interest.
Details about the project, including the draft environmental impact statement (DEIS) can be found at

www.east-westcorridor.com. Copies of the DEIS also
are available for review and/or purchase at the DOTD
District 02 office, located at 1440 U.S. 90 in Bridge
City.
Comments may be submitted via the project website at www.east-westcorridor.com, at the public hearing, or by U.S. mail postmarked by March 6. The mailing address is East-West Corridor Project Team, URS
Corporation, 3500 N. Causeway Boulevard, Suite 900,
Metairie, LA 70002-3527.
If, because of a disability, you require special assistance to attend this public hearing, please contact the
project information line at 488-4167 or write the EastWest Corridor Project Team at the address above at
least five working days prior to the hearing. ★

Customers must activate the card before child support payments can be deposited.
Questions about the direct deposit card should be directed to
JP Morgan/Chase Customer Service at 866-795-5927.
About 200,000 Louisiana residents currently receive child
support through SES. Last year, SES collected nearly $300 million
in delinquent child support. For telephone inquiries regarding
child support, the toll-free number is 1-800-256-4650. Additional
information about the child support program may be found on the
DSS website. ★

SENIORS • RETIREES • CAREGIVERS
Learn How to Legally Protect Your Life Savings
From Nursing Home Medicaid Financial Disaster
FREE REPORT reveals how you can prevent losing your
pension, CDs, Social Security and other assets, even if
your loved one is already in a nursing home. Learn the
secrets that can protect your spouse, your parent or other
family members from losing it all. Stroke, Alzheimer’s
or other long term illness can wipe out the uninformed.
Call for FREE information.

1-800-646-1158
CALL TOLL FREE – 24 HOUR RECORDED MESSAGE

SINCE 1978

450-1753
Carpet Cleaning & Restoration
Mold Remediation
Slab, ceramic, tile & grout cleaning and
disinfecting prior to floor installation
FREE ESTIMATES

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941
Fax (504) 888-8120
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Kenner hotel update
The Wingate Inn never closed as they
had no damage at all. They are open to the
public, but sold out most of the time.
Comfort Suites is in the same situation
as the Wingate – because there is no damage,
it is sold out most of the time. We sure like to
hear that, as it helps our Kenner economy.
New Orleans Airport Hilton and
Conference Center is open to the public,

By SHARON SOLOMON
As you know, many of Kenner’s hotel
rooms were damaged by Katrina. In recent
weeks, however, much work toward restoring these properties has taken place. The
following is an update on the status of
Kenner’s largest hotels.
The Hilton Garden Inn and Fairfield
Inn by Marriott are nearing completion of
storm repairs. Both recei ved water damage
from the roof but no flooding. Every room
in both hotels will be completely new
thanks to Katrina.
Radisson Airport received some damage from the hurricane, but it is almost
totally repaired and fully open to the public.
In fact, they never closed.
LaQuinta Airport is going to re-open
ahead of schedule. They took in a tremendous amount of water from the roof, and
every room will be refurbished. Hopefully
the hotel will open to the public in March.

F R E E

Sharon Solomon is the marketing director for the Kenner Convention and Visitors
Bureau, located at 2100 Third Street in
Rivertown. The KCVB is a non-profit corporation funded by private membership
dues and funds from the city of Kenner.
Sharon Solomon can be reached via email
at kennercvb@aol.com or at www.kennercvb.com.
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★

Come home to the Cenacle
If you are not yet able to return to your
house because of the hurricanes, attending a
retreat at the Cenacle may help revitalize you,
lift your spirits, and make you feel, at least,
close to home. To learn more about the
retreats, the presenters, or the Cenacle, call
504-887-1420 or 800-669-4095. You can also
visit www.cenaclesisters.org/metairie.htm.
February 3-5, 2006
Friday-Sunday
Jesus,the Human Face of God

E S T I MAT E S

Carpet • Wood
Ceramic • Granite
Marble • Laminate
Guaranteed
Installation

and the little damage they sustained has
been completely repaired.
Travelodge A i rp o rt received some
water damage and still has repair work to
be completed, but it is housing relief workers for our area.
If you would like more information
regarding our local hotels and their status
or condition, please call me at 464-9494. ★

50

$

OFF

Purchase of
$750 or more
Installation
Required
MENTION THIS AD

Each of the Gospels paints a unique portrait
of Jesus, revealing who and how God is
through human images and experiences
that touch our hearts and lives. This retreat
invites you to experience this revelation and
the personal relationship with God that
Jesus offers. Conferences will include
Scripture, poetry, and music as suggested
matter for times of personal prayer.
Presenter: Sr. Evelyn Jegen, r.c.
February 3-5, 2006
Friday-Sunday
The Priceless Gift of Womanhood
In creating human life, God chose two
expressions: male and female. Each reflects
the Divine image in a unique and complementary way. This retreat will focus on celebrating the particular giftedness of women
as expressions of God’s own divine nature.
Through the use of Scripture, stories, and
the writings of John Paul II, retreatants will
be led to a deeper appreciation of their feminine gifts in each stage of life – from here
to maternity and beyond!
Presenters: Jan Tate with Rev. Hampton Davis
celebrating the Eucharist and Reconciliation

February 10-11, 2006
Friday a.m.-Sunday
Cancer Survi vors’Retreat
This is a retreat for people and families
fighting cancer. Relaxation/meditation;
Prayer as a Healing Tool; the Mind-BodySpirit Connection; Care for the Caregivers,
and much more will be explored. Spiritual
direction will be available.
February 12, 2006
Married Couples Evening
Sunday evening
Our talk focuses on our growth towards
unity in marriage and real Christian love
that comes in the midst of everyday struggles in attempting to juggle the demands of
life and our commitment to each other. We
share stories, humor, and the wisdom we
have found in communication, compromise, and prayer. Supper and Mass.
Suggested offering: $30.00 per couple.
Reservations are required.
Presenters: Pat and Susie Veters ★

SLAB DIRTY?
SLAB, CERAMIC, TILE & GROUT
CLEANING AND DISINFECTING
Prior to Floor Installation

Muller’s Flooring Solutions
Family owned and operated

3712 Williams Blvd.

•

Next to Helm Paint

469-9500

FREE ESTIMATES

CALL D AVID 450-1753
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A quality education is an investment in the future
By RAFAEL E. SADDY
The United States is a land of opportunity that has greatly benefited from people of
different backgrounds coming together in
pursuit of liberty, and Hispanic Americans
have historically played a significant role in
making this a strong, prosperous, and free
nation. Today, the contributions of Hispanic
American descendents can be seen everywhere, and in all professions. We serve at
every level of government. Hispanic entrepreneurs are growing businesses across the
nation that create jobs and opportunities. In
addition, Hispanic Americans are helping
defend and protect our country abroad. Our
hard work and determination for a better life
is paying off, but times have changed. As we
bridge to the future we need to foster a desire
in the Hispanic student to obtain a higher
level of education.
As we know, one of the problems that
some Hispanic students face in reaching this
goal is a language barrier. While most
Hispanic American students are enrolled in
English speaking schools, many speak
Spanish in their homes and have very little
English proficiency. One of the ways that
educational leaders, civic organization, federal and state agencies can promote higher education is by increasing the number of
Hispanic teachers. This will help the student
to become not only bilingual but also bi-literate. By improving their understanding of
Hispanic history, culture, social and educational issues, our educators, businesses lead-

ers, and community organizations will be
better able to assist the Hispanic graduate of
tomorrow. Also, analyzing the acculturation
levels will help educators and individuals
understand the socioeconomic distinctions
that are part of the diverse Hispanic population. By understanding these differences,
educators and social workers will then be
able to work more effectively with the student
and parents.
Another trend that we need to reverse is
the high school drop-out rate, as well as the
lower rate of college degree completions.
According to The National Education
Association (NEA), there is a serious concern about the drop-out rate among
Hispanics. Among those both foreign-born
and native-born, Hispanics are dropping out
at rates higher than any other ethnic group,
and yet we are the fastest growing group.
Education is the conduit to the right job, an
excellent salary, and professional success that
will enable our Hispanic graduates to have a
positive impact in the community and to join
the leaders of tomorrow.
A quality education from their earliest
years represents one of the best investments
that one can make in a child. Research shows
that quality education for a child prior to
turning five yields significant long-term benefits including a greater likelihood to graduate from high school, owning a home, and
even having a longer marriage. Other
research shows that children enrolled in early
quality childhood education are less likely to
repeat grades, need special education, or get
into future trouble with the law.
The majority of the Hispanic population
is now below the age of 19, and therefore this
is the time to promote education opportunities that exist for them. One of the recom-

mended choices of higher education is community college, as their open door policy
regardless of education proficiency is less
restrictive, compared to admission polices in
universities.
Hispanic students, both native-born and
immigrants, must have the tools needed to
meet their highest academic achievement.
They also need access to information technology. If the equipment is not available in
the home, we need to reach out to the
libraries, community kiosks, or resource centers. In addition to hardware and software,
the student must also have access to knowhow. The Hispanic Resource Center located
at 4312 Florida Street in Kenner offers this
type of service and additional education programs. For more information contact Rebeca
Hasbun, director of the center, at 469-2570.
Last, but not least, if the ultimate goal is
to help every student succeed then e very one
must be held accountable to high standards.

waived. Amnesty had no effect whatsoever
on tickets being written in 2005, but
addressed only the backlog of attachments.
Amnesty was initially very successful,
yielding hundreds of responders. Hurricane
Katrina all but halted the program, so the
deadline was extended to the end of
December 2005. After all was said and done,
the program totaled 1,514 cases settled, collecting nearly $178,000 for city coffers. An
additional $20,000 has been identified and
placed on payment plans.
“This influx of $200,000 could not have
come at a better time for the city. Our “rainy
day” fund took quite a hit after Hurricane
Katrina, and this desperately needed money
helped replenish a portion of what was lost
due to a severe drop in sales tax, fines and
permitting fees, which were also waived for
those renovating due to damage caused by
the storm,” Capitano said. ★

Rafael E. Saddy is an assistant to the
mayor for Hispanic affairs in Kenner and
president of the Latin American Civic
Association of Louisiana (LACAL). Email
Saddy
at
sadd3143@bellsouth.net.
Correspondence for LACAL can be sent to P.
O. Box 640604, Kenner, LA, 70064-0604.

Join Us For An Event—
We Invite Your Membership.
THE KENNER PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION’S (KPWA)
MEETINGS WILL BE HELD
FEBR UARY 21,2006
AT THE RADISSON
NEW ORLEANS AIRPORT HOTEL
2150 Veterans Boule vard in Kenner
Call 962-3930
to make luncheon reservations
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m.
Lunch at noon.

Info: 962-3930

Amnesty program collects almost
$200,000 for city coffers
An amnesty program has netted the city
nearly $200,000 in fines and court costs,
greatly aiding the city in keeping services up
and running after Katrina, according to officials.
“In August of 2005, we discovered that
more than 11,000 people from across the
Greater New Orleans metro area had arrest
warrants pending in the Kenner Mayor’s
Court. Unfortunately, a large number of these
people had no idea, and faced possible arrest if
pulled over for something as simple as a traffic ticket,” said Kenner Mayor Phil Capitano.
“My administration decided to implement an
‘Amnesty Program,’ allowing those with
attachments to quickly resolve their cases.”
The one-time offer began in August with
a list of those with attachments notified by
mail and through the city of Kenner website.
For those who responded, the attachment
was recalled and all contempt fees were

The schools, policymakers, parents, and civic
organizations must share accountability.
Collectively we must get involved and let our
voice be heard by choosing to make a difference. We need to participate with others in
policymaking, school board meetings, and
parent meetings and by communicating
effectively with our legislators for them to
effectively represent our interests and those
of our children.
I leave you with this thought for the
month: “Leaders don’t create followers. They
create more leaders!”
God Bless. ★

C ENTUR Y
T ITLE
RANDY LOVITT
Notary Public

“WE CLOSE REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS FORYOU”

Real Estate Sales, Mortgages,
Donations, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
• Expert Closing Assistance — In Operation over 11 years
• In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys — You’ll need this
• We keep you Informed — We return your Calls
• Convenient Locations — Free validated Parking
• Our Costs are Competitive — Our Work is Accurate
METAIRIE
One Lakeway Center
3900 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 605
Metairie, Louisiana 70002

830-7979
FAX
831-2609

NORTHSHORE
209 Highway 22 West, Suite G
Madisonville, Louisiana 70447
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February is the time to spruce up gardens
By LYNNE DIMM
As I write this column, spring feels like
it may not be too far away. It’s time to get
out your hand trowel and weeder and start

getting the soil ready for new and exciting
color, which we can all certainly use right
now. This year, like never before, let us all
plant as many flowering things as we can to
help brighten up our world, our hearts, and
our minds.
Even though we could have a cold snap
in February, you can still plant petunias,
dianthus, snap dragons, alyssum, pansies
and kale. A Mardi Gras garden, with purple

Landscaping as usual…
Our place has been leveled by Katrina but we will be
doing landscaping as usual until we can rebuild.
Landscapers and regular customers for yard work
and planting can call us at 888-7517 or 468-5467

CALL LYNN DIMM FOR AN ESTIMATE
PERSONAL SERVICE - SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

888-7517 or 468-5467
LYNN DIMM’S NURSERY
27 W. 27th Street • Kenner, LA

and yellow pansies and white alyssum,
would be an eye catcher and great fun to
both look at and show off. Even if you only
have room for a small garden around your
trailer, plant some flowers in the ground or
in pots to liven up your area and hopefully
add joy to people’s lives. The flowers will
bloom, endure and send a message that we
must endure also. To a friend who is not
able to plant, bring a pot of pansies and
snaps so that he or she can enjoy watching
them grow and blossom with only a little
water and the warmth of a new season sun.
On the practical side, cut back roses to
12 inches from the ground and fertilize
with rose food and insecticide. When
leaves begin to sprout, spray or dust with
fungicide, as most roses need it to prevent
black spot disease. Although somewhat
expensive compared to others, Knock-out
roses can be used as landscape roses. They
are not susceptible to black spot disease
and are worth every penny as they bloom
over and over with little or no health problems. Some long stem hybrid tea roses also
do well in our area. For red color, try Mr.
Lincoln and for pink, plant Queen
Elizabeth. Peace roses are great in yellowpink and Tropicana roses bloom in a pretty
orange.

Fruit trees will be sprouting soon, so
have your fruit tree spray ready. When the
tree is about halfway covered with blooms,
start spraying weekly for at least three
weeks to prevent insects from getting inside
the blooms and ruining the fruit. Spraying
fruit trees for insects is crucial to prevent
losing the whole crop.
Start your tomato plants now in a covered, warm, and bright place. Plant after the
fifteenth on a warm day and cover them in
case of frost or low temperatures.
Kenner is up and running. Plant as
much color as you can to help make our
city a prettier place. If everyone contributes
just a little bit, we can go very far in making all of our lives more enjoyable. ★
Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s
Nursery, LLC, located at 27 West 27th
Street, is a registered and licensed
Louisiana horticulturist and landscape
contractor, is a wholesale grower of bedding plants and has over 30 years experience in the industry. Lynne Dimm can be
reached
via
email
at
lynnedimm@yahoo.com, 468-5467or visit
Dimm’s website at www.lynnedimmsnursery.com.
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KPWA meeting announced
The Kenner Professional Women’s
Association meeting for February will be
held on Tuesday, February 21 at the
Radisson New Orleans Airport Hotel,
located at 2150 Veterans Boulevard.

Networking begins at 11:30 a.m., followed by lunch at noon. The speaker is to
be announced. The deadline for reservations is noon on Friday, February 17. For
reservations call 962-3930. ★

The Odd Couple opens at RRT
Neil Simon’s renown comedy, The Odd
Couple, directed by Gary Rucker opens at
the Rivertown Repertory Theatre on Friday,
March 10 at 8:00 p.m. and runs through
March 26 with performances on Fridays
and Saturdays at 8:00 p.m. and on Sundays
at 2:30 p.m.
This is Simon’s classic comedy about
meticulous Felix, newly separated from his
wife, moving in with his divorced slob
bachelor friend, Oscar. The patterns of their
own disastrous marriages begin to reappear

– with hilarious results. The Odd Couple is
currently running on Broadway.
Ticket prices are $22 for adults, $20 for
students and for seniors 55 and over and
$10 for children ages six through 12. An
optional pre-performance buffet catered by
Messina’s is available for $18. Reservations
are required.
Rivertown Repertory Theatre is located
at 325 in Kenner’s Rivertown district. Call
the box office at 468-7221 for more information. ★

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE

KENNER ST★R
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Clowns to parade in Kenner
In spite of Hurricane Katrina and her
aftermath, Clowns of America International
(COAI) have decided to continue with their
2006 convention in Kenner. It will be held
on March 28 through April 2 at the
Radisson Hotel New Orleans Airport which
is located at 2150 Veterans Memorial
Boulevard.
The convention’s coordinators, the
Crescent City Clowns, are planning to host
some 300 participants, plus family members and friends for this six day event.
Performing clowns from around the world
will gather to attend seminars, participate
in workshops, compete against each other
for trophies and bragging rights, pay hom-

age to membership accomplishments and
participate in the Clown Extravaganza.
“At noon in Rivertown on Saturday,
April 1, in conjunction with the city of
Kenner, the clowns will stage a public
parade, the Clown Extravanga, where the y
will perform with the goal of simply creating smiles for the Katrina and Rita survivors who reside in the area,” said Paul S.
Kleinberger, Executive Vice-President of
Clowns of America International, Inc.
“Fulfilling their motto, ‘Dedicated to the
Art of Clowning and to Bringing Joy and
Happiness to Everyone,’ this will be a oneof-a-kind entertainment production with
the sole purpose of generating smiles and

providing comic relief,” said Sharon
Solomon, Marketing Director of Kenner’s
Convention and Visitors Bureau.

The website in support of the convention is www.coai2006.com. The organization’s website is www.coai.org. ★

KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD.
KENNER, LA 70065
504-443-5152

Flood insurance rider would
provide elevation funds
If you are a homeowner who has flood
insurance and whose property was substantially damaged by flood in hurricanes
Katrina or Rita, you could be eligible for up
to $30,000 in additional funds to move, elevate, or demolish your house.
The Department of Transportation and
Development (DOTD), which oversees the
National Flood Insurance Program in
Louisiana, has a hot line with details about
the Increased Cost of Compliance, or ICC.
The additional money can be used for:
• Flood proofing (for nonresidential buildings).

• Relocation: moving a home or business
out of the flood zone.
• Elevation: raising a home or business to
above the flood-elevation level adopted
by the local community.
• Demolition: tearing down or removing
the building.
For more information about ICC, call
the DOTD Customer Service Center at
225-379-1232 or toll-free at 1-8774LADOTD (1-877-452-3683). Additional
information also can be found at
www.fema.gov/nfip. ★

DISPLACED VOTERS
If you are a registered voter of Louisiana who has been
displaced as a result of Hurricane Katrina or Rita,
you are still eligible to vote in your home parish
if you have not registered to vote in another parish or state.
There are presently three ways to vote in Louisiana:
(1) absentee by mail ballot
(2) early voting in person in the Registrar of Voters office
six to twelve days before an election
3) in person at the polling place on Election Day.
For more information on how to check your current registration
status, register to vote, or vote, please contact the Jefferson
Parish Registrar of Voters office
or the Louisiana Secretary of State Elections Division
by email at election@sos.louisiana.gov or at 1-800-883-2805.
If you register to vote in another parish or state,
your voting rights will be affected in your home parish.

KENNER’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!
Se ha bla Español

METAIRIE & WESTBANK LOCATIONS
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★ Rivertown

It’s Mardi Gras at Children’s Castle!
The Children’s Castle, located at 501
Williams Boulevard in Rivertown, offers
performances for kids and adults alike
every Saturday at 11:30 a.m. and at 1:00
p.m. Admission is $3.50 per person.

February 11
Curtis Pierre with “Samba Saturday – a
Rio Carnival for Kids,” featuring
“a little bit of Brazil’s Carnival color and
rhythm.”

February 25
Dwaino the Clown
A king and queen will be chosen from the
audience, so be sure to wear your costume!

February 4
Irwin Royes
The world’s smallest magician will perform
“Mardi Gras Magic.”

February 18
Carl LeBlanc’s “Dancing Hands and
Singing Feet,” a celebration of Louisiana’s
music.

Cannes Brûlèe Native American
Village February schedule of events

Laser spectacular Hypnotica
in Rivertown
Kenner’s Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema is now presenting its
newest laser spectacular Hypnotica.
Show times are Tuesday through
Saturday at noon and 3:00 p.m. The 45minute presentation featuring dazzling
laser displays and the best of dance and
techno music is the latest attraction at
the popular Rivertown theatre. “This
show will absolutely blow you away,”
says Planetarium Coordinator Heidi
Ransom. “The colors are unlike any-

thing I have ever seen in a laser program
and coupled with the high-energy
music, you’ve got a show that can’t be
missed.”
The Planetarium and MegaDome
Cinema is located at 2020 Fourth Street
in Kenner’s historic Rivertown District.
Tickets may be purchased at the
Rive rt own Exhibition Hall at 415
Williams Boulevard located between the
railroad tracks and the river. For more
information, call 468-7231. ★

The Cannes Brûlèe Native American
Village is a unique outdoor exhibit that
features Native American artisans from
tribes throughout the Gulf South, and elsewhere, who share their culture and tradi tions with the public. The village is open
Tuesday through Saturday, from 9:00 a.m.
until 5:00 p.m.
The schedule for February is listed
below.
February 4
Gerald Behan, Sioux
Contemporary Pencil Drawing
February 11
Happie Friedt, Kiowa/Comanche

KTV-76 February 2006 Schedule

Plus, King Cake will also be available!
For more information about Children’s
Castle events call 468-7231. ★

Feather Fan Construction
February 18
Scarlet Darden, Chitamacha
River Cane Basketry
February 25
Rose Behan, Eastern Band of Cherokee
Using the bow and arrow
Admission to the Cannes Brûlèe
Native American Village is $5 for adults
and $3 for seniors and children. Tickets
may be purchased at the Rivertown
Exhibition Hall, located at 415 Williams
Boulevard in Rivertown. For more information call 468-7231. ★
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Don’t make the mistake of overpricing your home
By LINDA R. MARTIN
When you decide to sell your home,
one of the most important decisions you’ll
make is your initial listing price. Pricing
does matter. Of course, you want to get as
much for your home as buyers may be willing to pay. However, when determining the
price, don’t make the mistake of overpricing. It’s an understandable mistake, but one
that could prove costly if it slows down the
sale and/or makes other homes look like a
good value by comparison.
One trap many sellers fall into when
deciding a price is basing it on emotion.
After all, your home has been special to
you and your family. You’ve perhaps made
changes and improvements over the years.
But you need to ask yourself: how important are those changes to a potential buyer?
How up-to-date are the improvements? It is
easy to think your home is worth more than
your neighbor’s or more than the current
market may support. But, if you overprice
your home, you may attract the wrong buyers – buyers who will compare your home
to other homes within the same price range
and walk away disappointed. Some of those
other homes may have more amenities or
be in better condition. At the same time,
you may eliminate a pool of potential buy-

ers who are shopping for homes priced in
the range of your home’s true market value.
Another challenge you face with overpricing is less initial traffic and diminished
interest. Generally, a home receives the
most activity during the first weeks it’s on
the market. If your home is priced more
than similar homes in your market, it may
discourage potential buyers who believe
they can get a better value somewhere else.
In addition, real estate professionals tend to
not guide qualified buyers to overpriced
properties. And the longer your home stays
on the market, the more buyers may begin
to reason that there is something wrong
with the property.
If you overprice your home with a
thought of using a “price high then drop”
strategy, you run into the same risk of buyers believing that something is wrong with
the property – or that you are desperate to
sell. Eventually the property may sell, but
at how much of a loss? There could also be
an additional risk, especially if you have
purchased another residence and now have
to cover two mortgages and pay ongoing
expenses.
Overpricing can also result in fewer
offers. For various reasons, buyers may feel
uncomfortable submitting a low bid when
there’s a considerable difference between
the market value and selling price. And, if
you were to accept a bid at an inflated
price, your buyer may face financing prob lems, because an overpriced house will not
appraise for the selling price.

Archbishop Chapelle High School
Celebrates

“Naturally New Orleans’’
Saturday, March 18
6:00 - 7:00 PM - Patron Party
7:00 Doors Open
7:00 - Silent and Oral Auctions followed by
Dancing to “The Topcats”
Buffet Dinner and Open Bar
Archbishop Chapelle’s elegant Gymnsium Ballroom
8800 Veterans Blvd., Metairie
Ticket prices: $50.00 per Reveler
Contact Erin Vezina Caruso, 831-9391 or Dottie Schule,
Special Events Director, 468-9090 to purchase tickets

What can you do to ensure you’re not
overpricing your home? Stick to the facts.
You may want to hire a real estate appraiser for an objective unbiased estimate. Then
consult with a real estate professional who
can help you determine true market value
based on a comparable market analysis.
The key is to work with your real estate
professional to price right and create a
strategic marketing plan that generates
excitement from the moment your home

debuts on the market.
Don’t let the temptation to overprice
keep you from your best chance of getting
the best price, quickly. ★
Linda R. Martin is the branch manager
of the Prudential Gardner Realtors’
Williams Boulevard branch and can be
reached at 443-6464 or lmartin@prudentialgardner.com. Prudential Gardner’s
website is www.prudentialgardner.com.

Edward Nikolaus, Jr .
Owner

Over 25 Years Experience • Works With Any Insurance Company • Lifetime Warranty

WORLD CLASS COLLISION AND DETAIL CENTER
2835 Virginia Street

•

Kenner

•

467-7775
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Duncan and John
By ED CLANCY
In 1975, I was leisurely walking
through the French Quarter when I saw a
small crowd and some excited activity near
the Old Mint. It appeared that Hollywood
was in town filming a movie called
Mandingo, starring James Mason and boxing champion Ken Norton. I caught a
glimpse of the heavily muscled Norton and
British beauty, Susan George. I learned
later that most of the movie was being shot
up River Road in the town of Geismar at
Belle Helene mansion.
Curious, I decided to check it out. I
drove my tiny motorcycle up through the
land of sugar cane, nearly choking on the
fumes from the chemical plant which was
now located on the old sugar plantation. By
the time I got to the faded antebellum mansion, the movie company had long departed
but I explored the grounds and, as no one
was around, even got a peek inside. The one
thing I remember after all these years was a
huge iron “bowl” in the front yard, used to
boil sugar cane.

Belle Helene was originally known as
Ashland, and it was owned by Duncan
Kenner, one of the famous Kenner
Brothers. Duncan, who, along with brother
Philip founded our own town of Kenner, is
reported to have built the house for his
wife, Anne Bringier. Duncan was a sugar
king, a lawyer, a politician, and a horse
breeder.
Down the road from Ashland, near
Darrow, is Houmas House. I had been there
many years ago when it was owned by Dr.
George Crozat. It was while he owned it
that the movie Hush, Hush Sweet Charlotte,
starring Bette Davis and Olivia de Haviland
was filmed. The plantation home is about
the oldest of the great Mississippi mansions, predating Ashland by more than ten
years.
Houmas House was on its third or
fourth decline when it was purchased by
New Orleans preservationist Kevin Kelly in
2003. He put a total of ten million dollars
into the renovation of the house and gardens, including a huge pond and fountain,
not to mention two elegant restaurants.
Kelly is proud of the restoration, something
he says was “a lifelong dream.” The official
website, HoumasHouse.com, proclaims
that the building “once again reigns as ‘The
Crown Jewel’of Louisiana’s River Road.”

The house is officially located in
Burnside, Louisiana, named after John
Burnside who bought the house for a million dollars in 1857. When the Yankees
tried to take over the plantation during the
Civil War, he saved it from destruction by
raising the British flag and declaring himself a subject of the British Crown.
John Burnside had a lot of avocations,
but what he liked to do most was bet on the
horses. He had plenty of opportunity
because his friend, Duncan Kenner, had a
race track at Ashland. Kevin Kelly says that
during one racing meet, Burnside put up
one of his plantations, Armant, as collateral. He lost the whole thing: the house and
800 acres of sugar cane. Determined to get
it back, he purchased a champion thoroughbred from the East coast and hid it in
the billiard room at Houmas House plantation. When the next race meet came around
over at Duncan Kenner’s place, he presented the horse as one of his regular stable
steeds and cleaned up. Kelly says,
“Burnside won seven plantations on racehorse gambling bets. In all he owned 19
plantations when he died.”
Duncan Kenner and John Burnside
would be glad to know that both of their
“jewels” have survived, but while Houmas
House is open daily to the public as well as

for special events, Ashland-Belle Helene is
open only by appointment for group tours.
Maybe if it still had a race track... ★
Ed can be reached via email at
Edclancy2@aol.com.

Check out the
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LA Swift adds new stops
LA Swift, the free bus service that
transports displaced residents, workers and
job-seekers between Baton Rouge and New
Orleans, will add stops in south Baton
Rouge, Sorrento and Laplace on February
5, giving more displaced residents a chance
to re-enter the New Orleans job market.
On that same day, LA Swift also will
begin offering evening service from Baton
Rouge to New Orleans and morning service from New Orleans to Baton Rouge.
This will accommodate employees who
work overnight shifts.
“This is a big step forward to reach out
to the people in the River Parishes region
who want to help rebuild the New Orleans
area,” Johnny B. Bradberry, secretary of the
Louisiana Department of Transportation
and
Development
(DOTD),
said
Wednesday. “There are a lot of displaced
people from New Orleans who are living in
Ascension, St. James and St. Charles
parishes, and now we have a way to help
them help themselves.”
The state has formally applied to FEMA
to extend LA Swift through June 30 .
Of the extension request, state
Department of Labor Secretary John Warner
Smith said, “LA Swift has been critical to
helping hundreds of people start the process
of rebuilding their lives and giving their
families hope. Extending the service will
give those workers peace of mind knowing
that they will be able to keep their jobs and
maintain some stability in their lives.”
The three stops LA Swift will make

beginning February 5 are:
• The Home Depot parking lot, 18139
Highland Road in Baton Rouge near I-10.
• The Chervon Sorrento Super Shop,
7140 La. 22 near I-10.
• The LaPlace Texaco and Huddle
House Restaurant, 4325 La. 51 near I-10.
Riders should note that LA Swift is not
a park-and-ride service. Riders should
arrange for other transportation to the stops.
LA Swift will continue offering express
service between the Baton Rouge Capital
Area Transit System (CATS) Florida Street
terminal and the Elks Place stop on Canal
Street in New Orleans. The new schedules
are available online at www.laswift.com.
Schedules and further details are also available through DOTD’s Customer Service
Center at (225) 379-1232 or toll-free at 1877-4LA-DOTD (1-877-452-3683).
LA Swift has provided more than
36,000 rides between Baton Rouge and
New Orleans since its inaugural run on
October 31, 2005. The service is averaging
more than 500 rides per weekday.
The Federal Emergency Management
Administration, or FEMA, which provides
buses and drivers, extended the service to
February 28 after a 14-day pilot program.
The current application, if approved, would
take the program through June 30.
LA Swift is an initiative of the
Louisiana Recovery Authority. It is coordi nated by DOTD and the state Department of
Labor in cooperation with the New Orleans
Regional Transit Authority and CATS. ★

Jefferson Community School
invites you to attend

Classic Chefs
of Jefferson IX
Wine and Cheese Social
Friday, February 3, 2006
5:30 pm - 8:30 pm
East Jefferson General Hospital
Conference Room
4200 Houma Boulevard
Metairie, Louisiana 70006
Business Attire

Call 836-0808 for more information

Featuring Music by
Clark J. Knighten
&
Black Cat Productions
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DISTRICT 3

(continued from page 1)

a graduate of Bonnabel High School and
has been an employee of the city of Kenner
for the past 18 years.
Aromy is an alumnus of the first class
of the Kenner Citizens Police Academy and
also currently serves on the Board of
Directors of the Kenner Citizens Police
Academy Alumni Association as Treasurer.
“It is time for the residents of the city of
Kenner to concentrate on who will speak
the voice of its constituents. It is time for
your voice to be heard. It is time that we all
come together to make a difference for our
great city,” Aromy said. “As I watch the
current council meetings on television or
when I attend the meetings, I am saddened
by the lack of devotion the current council
has for the voices of the people, the lack of
respect they have for each other, the lack of
respect they have for the current administration as well as the police department. It
is time for the finger pointing to stop. It is
time for our city to come together.”
“The first step to make the necessary
changes for our city is to vote on April 1,
2006. We can make a difference; all that is
needed is your vote. Let’s put new faces on
the future of politics in Kenner. It is time
for a “New Voice for Choice,” Aromy said.
Don Murphy, a certified public
accountant who has resided in Kenner for
23 years, said his first priority will be to
help restore businesses and homes that

were damaged by Hurricane Katrina. “The
district councilman should be a resource
that business owners and home owners can
call on for assistance as they try to regain
normalcy,” said Murphy. “I have a track
record in the community of working well
with people. As a CPA for 25 years, I have
a lot of experience helping people resolve
their problems, whether it be with government, mortgage companies, banks or others. I know how to get things done in a positive way and I enjoy helping people
achieve their goals.”
Murphy, current treasurer for both the
Driftwood Park Civic Association and the
Galatas Booster Club and a member of the
Kenner Planning and Zoning Board, said
that if elected he will be a coalition builder
on the city council. “This is, unfortunately,
an unprecedented time in Kenner history
with the after affects of a hurricane to be
overcome and legitimate concerns about
whether we’re fully prepared if another hurricane comes our way,” said Murphy. “This
is certainly no time for politics as usual. I
represent a business and civic point of view
that sees progress as our top priority, rather
than political wrangling.”
Daniel Zimmerman, who is presently
earning his masters degree in computer science from the University of New Orleans,
serves on the Jefferson Parish Democratic
Executive Committee. He is also a member
of the Kenner Citizens Police Academy
Alumni Association and owner of
N.O.C.A.R.B.S. Inc., a startup internet

OUR HOURS ARE BACK!
Sunday - Thursday
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 a.m.

Friday & Saturday
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 a.m.

FULL MENU AVAILABLE

5216 Veterans Blvd., Metairie

business.
Zimmerman describes himself as “fiscal conservative” who “believes in lowering taxes, streamlining government to
decrease spending in areas that need it, and
attracting businesses with sound pro-business decisions.”
Zimmerman states that he considers
public safety to be an important issue
which affects the quality of life in District
3. “I have been and always will be a supporter of those men and women who go to
work and protect the safety of our citizens.
I will never play political games with those
departments and will always ensure that
those people are properly equipped and
compensated for the work that they are
expected to do.”
Zimmerman also said that he supports
individual property rights, transparency in
government, and the formation of a new
charter committee.
“I want to represent District 3 with the
honesty, integrity, and intelligence that it
deserves,” Zimmerman said.
Mary-Sharon Holland and Ben Zahn
have previously announced their candidacies for the District 3 seat. ★

DISTRICT 4

(continued from page 1)

Civic Association, the Republican
Professional Women’s Club, the Muss
Bertolino Booster Club, the East Jefferson
Chapter of the Louisiana Women’s
Republican Club, and the Jesuit High
School Booster Club.
After obtaining degrees from Gannon
University and Tulane University,
DeFrancesch earned a masters degree in
biochemistry from Fordham University.
She has taught at Our Lady of Holy Cross
College and Grace King High School
where she was chairman of the French
Department. She has also served as dean of
students at Roosevelt Middle School.
“I am concerned about the state of our
city. I believe that unity begins with leadership,” DeFrancesch said. “I will be a councilmember who unites elected officials and
will be outspoken against petty political
infighting. I will demand results for our
district on those issues that impact us most.
I will work to turn the tide against flood-

waters, support police in their fight against
crime, help prepare our youth for tomorrow, and protect our unique quality of life.
Leadership unites, and I’m prepared to
lead.”
The only other announced candidate for
the race, as of press time, is Kevin
Delahoussaye. ★

DISTRICT 5

(continued from page 1)

Capitano was elected mayor.
Denapolis said that he has a proven
record of service since being elected, as
shown by his actions following Katrina.
“Barely a year in office, I was faced with
one of the greatest challenges in Kenner’s
history – Hurricane Katrina. Recognizing
the needs of our Kenner citizens I organized food, water, and ice distribution and
ran the Kenner Kantina, feeding shelter
evacuees and city and contract workers.”
Denapolis indicated that he already has
established priorities for his second term.
“My first priority will be working with
the citizens of District 5 and the Federal
Emergency Management Agency to come
up with sensible, understandable rules for
raising homes to meet new flood elevation
standards,” said Denapolis, a businessman.
“I am not at all sure that the federal agency
is prepared to issue easily-understood regulations for raising residences to the new
standards and I am prepared to spend as
much time as is needed to make sure that
every home owner and property owner is
treated fairly in this process.”
Denapolis said three major drainage
projects for District 5 were temporarily
postponed because of Hurricane Katrina
and he will work to restore these initiatives
and get them back on track. He said that
several District 5 playgrounds were severely damaged by the hurricane and must be
restored in time for baseball and softball
season.
Beyond these issues, Denapolis said
serious attention must be paid to the
Jefferson Parish levees that protect Kenner.
“The most obvious lesson of Hurricane
Katrina is that we have to be mindful of the
state of our levee system, month-to-month
and year-to-year,” said Denapolis. ★

Hy-Teck Plumbing Inspections
Visual and Video

Joe Brocato
258-8597
495-6108

All types of leak detection • Interior and Under Slab

Insurance Specialist
Licensed • Insured
Over 35 Years Experience in the Plumbing Field
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Now Playing in the Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema

2020 4th Street in Kenner’s Historic Rivertown • 468-7231
Showtimes: Tuesday - Saturday at 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
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