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Ed Muniz defeats incumbent Mayor Capitano
By ALLAN KATZ
Vowing that he will bring unity and
civility to a city divided by political rancor, Mayor-elect Ed Muniz ousted incumbent Phil Capitano by rolling up 58 percent of the vote in the April 29 runoff
election.
Muniz, form e r ly a Kenner and
J e fferson Parish Councilman, receive d
8,638 votes to Capitano’s 6,325 votes, or
42 percent. Capitano was elected mayor in
a special election in 2004. The turnout
was 38 percent of Kenner’s registered voters. Both Muniz and Capitano are
Republicans.
In an interv i ew, Muniz said that
Capitano’s attacks in the final days of the
campaign may have helped build Muniz’s
margin of victory. “Our polls indicated
that the more violently and viciously he
attacked, the greater our support became,”

said Muniz. “He certainly didn’t intend to
do so, but Capitano may have helped build
my coalition that wanted political peace
and civic unity. In the post-Katrina period,
people seem to have many concerns,
including a desire for their political leaders to work together. Everyone knows I’ve
been in the communications business for
40 years and if there’s anything I stand for,
it’s sharing information and wo r k i n g
together.”
Muniz is a retired radio station owner
and remains active as the captain and
leader of the Krewe of Endymion. He only
entered the mayor’s race at the very last
moment, in response to hundreds of
requests that he unify the city and bring an
end to political discord.
Muniz said he’s now looking ahead to
his inaugural on July 1. “I’ve identified
the person I want to be my chief of staff
and others I’m going to ask to take key

With his wife of 41 years, Peggy, at his
side, Mayor-elect Ed Muniz addresses
his supporters on election night.

Phil Capitano, who lost a bid for
reelection as mayor of Kenner, thanks
his supporters on election night.

positions in my administration,” said the
mayo r-elect. “I’m going to emphasize
putting together an excellent team of
executives who are responsive to the public and accessible. I want to take a close
look at some of my predecessor’s con-

tracts, including the legal and engineering
contracts. We may be able to do better. I
want to continue the development of
Rivertown and Laketown. While I have a
clear vision of Kenner as one of the great
continued on page 30

Steve Caraway wins runoff victory
in race for Kenner Police Chief

Michele Branigan defeats incumbant
John Lavarine III for Division A at Large seat

By ALLAN KATZ

By ALLAN KATZ

Emerging victorious from an initial
field of seven candidates, Steve Caraway,
who has served his entire career with the
Kenner Police Department, was easily
elected to succeed Nick Congemi as
Kenner’s new police chief.
Caraway rolled up 62 percent of the
vote in the runoff for police chief, defeating P.J. Hahn, who received 38 percent of
the vote. Caraway received 9,182 votes
to 5,623 votes for Hahn. Both are
Republicans.
Caraway retired as a captain and head
of detectives for the KPD to make the
race for police chief, but will return after
being sworn in on July 1, 2006.

Michele Branigan defeated incumbent John Lavarine III in the runoff for
the Division A at Large seat on the
Kenner City Council and will take office
on July 1, 2006.
Branigan, who has represented
District 4 on the council since 1996,
received 8,895 votes to 5,664 votes for
Lavarine. She received 61 percent of the
votes cast, to 39 percent for Lavarine.
Both are Republicans. Lavarine previously held the District 2 seat on the council.
He succeeded his father, John Lavarine,
Jr. in the District 2 seat. His defeat means

Caraway said his election reflected
the confidence that Kenner voters have
in the KPD. “The KPD is among the very
continued on page 30

April 1, 2006 Primary Winners
Jeannie Black moves to at Large seat . . . . . . . . . . . .p. 4
Marc Johnson retains District 1 position . . . . . . . . . .p. 4
Joe Stagni wins big in District 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .p. 9
Ben Zahn gets seat after Holland drops out . . . . . . . .p. 9
Kent Denapolis re-elected in District 5 . . . . . . . . . . . .p. 9
Kenner voters approve four propositions . . . . . . . . .p. 10

Kelli Branigan congratulates her mother,
Michele Branigan, on election night.

that for the first time in more than 20
years, there will not be a Lavarine on the
continued on page 30

Maria Defrancesh wins District 4 runoff
By ALLAN KATZ
M a r i a
Defrancesh
edged out Kevin
Delahoussaye to
become Kenner’s
n ext District 4
Councilman by a
count of 1,946
votes to 1,726
votes. Both are

Republicans. Defrancesh will take office
on July 1, 2006.
“I was behind going into the runoff
and decided that my best chance was a
street campaign, knocking doors and listening to voters, face-to-face,” said
Defrancesh of her victory. “Kenner voters are really smart and they know what
their neighborhoods need. This experience certainly reminded me that we don’t
listen enough to the voters.”
continued on page 30
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Jeannie Black ousts Dominic Weilbaecher
from Kenner City Council

First Month Only $20
with EFT Registration

Joining fees may apply. Valid for new customers only or those who have not attended
Jazzercise for 6 months or longer. Valid only at participating locations.
Not valid with any other offer. No refunds or cash value.
Limit one per customer. Expires 5/31/06

Kenner Jazzercise Center
3729 Williams Blvd. • 443-6666
Class Times: 6AM, 8AM, 9:15AM
4:30PM, 5:45PM, 7 PM, Sat. 8AM
9:15AM, Sun. 8:30AM, 6:15PM
jazzercise.com • 1(800) FIT-IT-IS

ST. PHILIP NERI PARISH

MAY FAIR
Friday, May 5 • 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Saturday, May 6 • 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

BANDS: Boogiemen - Friday night, Vieux Carré - Saturday Night
6600 Kawanee Avenue in Metairie

I TA L I A N ,
SEAFOOD,
& STEAKS
MONDAY & TUESDAY: CLOSED
WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY:
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
FRIDAY:
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
SATURDAY & SUNDAY: 11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
STEAK SPECIALS
$15.99

Jeannie Black and husband, Jerry, celebrate her election night victory in the
race for the Councilman at Large, Division B position.

By ALLAN KATZ
In what many considered to be a major
clash of opposing styles, District 3
Councilmember Jeannie M. Black defeated
Dominic Weilbaecher for his Division B
Council at Large seat in the April 1 election.
Black received 52 percent of the vote,
compared to 34 percent for Weilbaecher and
15 percent for Joseph “Joe” Berthelot. Black
and Weilbaecher are Republicans, while
Berthelot is an independent. Citywide turnout
for the Division B election was 35 percent.
Weilbaecher was known on the city council for his aggressive style, frequently directed against whoever happened to be Kenner’s
mayor. Black was known for her willingness
to work out compromises and her dislike of
confrontations.
“Many of my friends were begging me to
attack Weilbaecher during the campaign,”
said Black. “I said that it isn’t my style, I
won’t do it and my entire focus is going to be
on my positive accomplishments. I neve r
mentioned him. People said he was going to

District 1 Councilman Marc
Johnson makes political history
By ALLAN KATZ

VIDEO

POKER

3525 Williams Blvd.
(1 block North of West Esplanade)

466-5550

Bobby
Lonero
Live Music

attack me and I’d be shattered. Well, he did
attack but it didn’t hurt me. I think his attacks
just reminded people about all the things they
don’t like about politics.”
Black said that as a councilperson at
Large her emphasis will continue to be on
service to constituents. “We keep a log in our
office and found that I’ve returned more than
10,000 phone calls while a councilperson,”
she said. “I think the first requirement of
being a public servant is to return every call
and do everything within your power to make
people’s lives better. That’s what I’ve been
doing and that’s what I’ll continue to do. I
know there are others who think that’s a simplistic view of public service, but it certainly
has worked for me. I enjoy helping people.
Filling potholes, repairing drainage canals
and getting new equipment for playgrounds
are basics that are the foundation of a great
city. I hope to be just as responsive as an at
Large member of the council as I was when I
represented District 3.”
Jeannie Black will take on her new seat on
July 1. ★

Ve t e r a n
District
1
Councilman
Marc Johnson
made Ke n n e r
political history when voters
re-elected him,
even though he
was term limited.
Voters in
Marc Johnson
District
1
signed a petition to allow Johnson to run
again, and on April 1, he won 52 percent of
the vote to gain another four-year term.

Finishing behind Johnson were Gregory
W. Carroll, 18 percent; “Dee” Dunn, 18 percent; Cornelius J. “CJ” Dupard, 8 percent
and Lolita Reed Glass, 4 percent. Johnson
and all of his opponents are Democrats.
Turnout in the district was 28 percent.
“I am very honored that the voters of
District 1 wanted to extend my tenure by
four more years,” said Johnson. “I have the
highest regard for all my opponents. They
all worked hard and were very serious. I’ve
tried to serve the voters of District 1 by
bringing them better streets, playgrounds,
drainage, and zoning. We’ve seen our community make real progress in terms of quality of life and my goal for the next four
years is to continue the steady improvements that make people’s lives better.” ★
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Hurricane Katrina opened the door for Muniz

By ALLAN KATZ
Hurricane Katrina changed hundreds of
thousands of lives in South Louisiana and the
political landscape as well.
Had Hurricane Katrina veered to the east
and bounced off Pensacola, Florida, I believe
that Phil Capitano would have been reelected
mayor of Kenner. Instead, Katrina hit Kenner
a glancing blow, damaging thousands of
commercial buildings and homes. Equally
important, Katrina told the people of Kenner
how vulnerable we are. Had Katrina veered
20 miles to the west, Kenner might well have
been underwater.
The political beneficiary of Katrina is
Mayor-elect Edmond Muniz who thought he
was retired from politics and got into the
Kenner mayor’s race at literally the last possible moment.
He got into the race because scores of his

closest friends begged him to run, saying, “In
the post-Katrina era, we need someone who
practices the politics of unity. Please bring us
together. And, please, form a united political,
civic and business coalition to watch over our
levees and fight with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers if that is what must be done. Our
homes, our businesses, and our lives depend
on it.”
Prior to Katrina, I was convinced Phil
Capitano would rule as mayor of Kenner for
10 years. He is one of the best “attack dog”
politicians I’ve seen in 45 years in this business. Capitano won three major Kenner elections between 1996 and 2004. His energy,
enthusiasm, passion and enmity for those
who oppose him are unmatched in Kenner
politics.
But, after Katrina, the mood of Kenner’s
citizens had changed and Muniz – a selfmade business leader and creator of one of
Mardi Gras’ greatest krewes – was the perfect
candidate to beat the incumbent. Most of the
time, Muniz gets along with everyone, treats
people with respect and listens to everyone’s
ideas. He is a master at building consensus
and coalitions. When Muniz does fight, he is
fierce, but holds no grudges. Those who have

worked with Muniz say that you can have a
screaming fight with him at 2:00 p.m. and
laugh about it at dinner at 8:00 p.m.
I wish that I could better define exactly
what Katrina changed in Kenner, but the specific words are elusive. All I can tell you is
that in the last four weeks, hundreds of
Kenner readers of this newspaper have told
me in virtually the same words that they have
grown weary of the contentiousness and felt
it had become inappropriate for the postKatrina era.
There is much irony here. In many ways,
Katrina was Capitano’s finest hour. No
municipality in South Louisiana was as wellprepared for the storm as Kenner or recovered as quickly. Of course, Capitano was hurt
by a federal probe of emergency contracts he
approved during Katrina. The greatest irony
of all would be if the feds found no basis to
charge Capitano for any wrong-doing. Is
there any worse fate for a politico than losing
an election because of a federal probe and
then being exonerated after having lost?
But don’t count out Capitano. One of my
favorite political jokes is that the cemeteries
of Kenner are filled with the bodies of those
who said Capitano was finished when he lost
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Jeannie Black, Michele Branigan victories
reflect voters’ desire for political peace
The resounding victories of Kenner City
Council at Large-elect members Jeannie
Black and Michele Branigan were a perfect
reflection of the mood of Kenner voters. Both
deserve congratulations for great campaigns
and careers of outstanding public service. ★
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for the school board or went bankrupt or
endured any of the other setbacks he has
overcome. The one certainty is that he will
try to come back.
As for Muniz, life and his fellow citizens
have treated him very well. He was a poor
boy who didn’t have the money for college.
He went into business with $50 in his pocket
and built a radio station empire he sold for
$28 million. Muniz took the Krewe of
Endymion from a Gentilly neighborhood
parade to one of the two most democratic,
open and sumptuous Mardi Gras parades in
N ew Orleans history. He was a superb
Kenner and Jefferson Parish councilman and
now has been given a mandate by his fellow
Kenner citizens to guide the city wisely and
well with compassion and patience for all.
That’s about as good as it gets.

By JEFF CROUERE
It was an election like no other in the
history of this country. New Orleans was
devastated by Hurricane Katrina, so the
municipal elections originally set for
early February were postponed indefinitely. Then the date of April 22 was set,
after outraged citizens took the state of
Louisiana to court and a federal judge
fi n a l ly negotiated an election date.
However, the court proceedings did not
stop there as civil rights groups continued
to file motions to halt the election, claiming that the displaced citizens were not
g iven enough access to the electoral
process. The courts backed the state and
the election finally took place last
Saturday.
The state of Louisiana should be commended for the extraordinary efforts that
were made to inform voters how to participate and give them unparalleled ability to cast a ballot in person. Louisiana
Secretary of State Al Ater traveled to
cities outside of Louisiana to educate voters how to cast absentee ballots and how
to vote in this unusual election. Public
service announcements were sent all over

the country and mayoral forums were
conducted in communities outside of
New Orleans as candidates traveled to
meet voters in cities such as Houston,
Atlanta and Baton Rouge. In normal circumstances, the state of Louisiana spends
$400,000 to conduct a mayor’s election,
but due to the unusual circumstances of
this election, $4 million was spent.
Clearly, anyone who wanted to vote in
this election could vote. The Louisiana
Legislature created 10 satellite centers
throughout the state for displaced citizens
to vote in person. An early voting process
gave people a five day period to cast their
ballots at the satellite centers or at city
hall in New Orleans.
Due to the hurricane damaged polling
locations throughout New Orleans, the
secretary of state’s office created several
m ega-polling locations throughout the
city. Some were worried that election day
in New Orleans would be marked by confusion or even worse, fraud. Fortunately,
except for a few minor incidents, it was a
problem free election. At the mega-sites I
visited, the process was very organized,
and there were plenty of volunteers who
traveled from all over the state to work at
the sites and answer questions from voters. Throughout election day, Ater was
available for press briefings, providing
updated results to the media and answering questions. It was as efficient a process
as possible. For an election that could

have been a fiasco, the secretary of state’s
office did a Herculean job to ensure a fair
and fraud free election. Incredibly, there
were remarkably few incidents or problems at any of the 76 voting locations.
With the eyes of the world watching New
Orleans, it was more than gratifying that
this election was successful.
Normally, in New Orleans, the elections are supervised by the Orleans Parish
Clerk of Court Kimberly Williamson
Butler. In a fall 2004 election, Butler
failed to deliver voting machines to over
90 precincts, causing a judge to order a
rerun of the election. This year, Butler
tangled with courts over the operation of
her office and she was thrown in jail,
emerging to compare herself to Nelson
Mandela and deciding to run for mayor of
New Orleans. Therefore, for this crucial
election, it was essential for the Secretary
of State’s office to completely take over
the voting operations. On that score, Al
Ater did a much better job than Butler
could have ever done, easing worries and
turning a potential debacle into a remarkable achievement.
For this unprecedented mayor’s race,
there were 108,153 ballots cast, combining the entire early, absentee and election
day voting, which was a turnout of 36.4
percent. In the mayor’s election of 2002,
the turnout was 45.7 percent, and in the
1998 election, the turnout was 38.6 percontinued on page 6
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Moving forward
By PHIL CAPITANO
Kenner Mayor
The April 29 runoff election is finally
over and the people have spoken. It is certainly not the outcome I wanted, but I
respect the will of the people and God’s
will. That being said, I feel there are some
important points to be made.
We held our heads up with honor and
dignity, even though our backs were against
the wall: the old-time political machine
railed against us from the moment of our
election two years ago. That’s a tough thing
to face. There were two years of battles in
an effort to stop the progress we made. And
there was a lot of progress. Unfortunately it

was overshadowed by the more sensational
aspects. It was much more fun for the news
media to write about discord than accomplishment. But I am truly proud of all our
accomplishments. And I believe that when
the people of Kenner look back upon my
term in office, they will see our recovery
from Katrina as one of Kenner’s finest
moments, as have many others across the
nation.
We did what it took to bring our city
back. It was often bold and it was even
questioned. But in the end, it was the right
thing to do for the people of Kenner. And
given the chance to do it all again, I would
not change a thing with regards to how we
handled our Katrina recovery. I’m not sure
other area leaders would say the same
thing.
There are now just two months left in
my term. I intend to continue working hard
for you as I always have. My staff and I will

We listen,

we assess
your needs, we make it easy for
you to make legal decisions.
• Wills - Trusts - Successions
• Real Estate Closings
• Business Law

M LF

Melchers Law Firm

Estate Planning • Real Estate • Business Law
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner
James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law
Kathy Melchers, Administrator

(504) 467-1092

do all we can to help the new administration make as smooth a transition as possible. I encourage everyone to try and unite
behind Mr. Muniz and help Kenner heal
from some of these terrible wounds.
To the many people who have helped
and supported me – I thank you from the
bottom of my heart. It has been my pleasure

to serve the people of Kenner. And God
willing, my public service will not end
here, but it will just take a different course.
I look forward to what the future holds for
all of us in the great city of Kenner.
If there is anything I can do for you,
please contact me at 468-7240 or kennermayor@kenner.la.us. ★

Mason Morris named
Kenner’s “Unsung Hero” for May
By ALLAN KATZ
Mason Morris is a computer specialist
at Kenner’s City Hall whose hard work,
skills, optimism and enthusiasm have
given his colleagues in city government
ample reason
to select him as
the “Unsung
Hero” for May.
One of his
colleagues
says, “Mason is
a genius at
what he does,
not
just
because he is a
computer
Mason Morris
expert but also
because he is so good at teaching those of
us who have no computer skills the knowledge we need to function capably in an
electronic world.”
Morris came to city hall in 2000, just
when new, more sophisticated computer
systems were being introduced in city government. His fellow workers say that more
than any other individual, Morris has
helped the city hall workforce grasp and
execute the fundamentals of the new com-
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CALL 468-9125 FOR AD RATES

puter systems.
“What we really appreciate,” says one
city hall worker, “is that Mason is no snob
about what he knows. He never makes others feel bad about their lack of knowledge
and he has the time to congenially help
everyone gain new skills. We really appreciate that.”
His colleagues also say they’ll never
forget the special role that Morris filled
when Hurricane Katrina hit Kenner. “We
were the best prepared municipality for
that hurricane, but our communications
systems kept going down anyway,” a supervisor recalls. “Mason was at the center of
our successful efforts to stay in touch with
the city hall workforce, the police, the firefighters and volunteers. He was innovative,
filled with energy and optimism and never
got down even though we had plenty of
crises to deal with. We appreciate Mason
all the time, but he was super-special to us
that night when Katrina came calling.” ★

POLITICAL REVIEW
(continued from page 5)

cent. While some have criticized the
turnout this year, I believe it is an incredible testament to the will of the people of
New Orleans. I visited with residents who
came to New Orleans from all over the
country just to vote. Some people took
buses; others drove themselves, while
others flew in. Thousands of people
endured plenty of inconvenience and
costs to vote in this historic election. It
reaffirmed my faith in our political system.
In my view, the results show that the
people of New Orleans and the displaced
residents still care about the political
process, and that at least 108,153 voters
still want to participate. This is a healthy
base of support to begin the rebuilding of
one of America’s treasures. ★
Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans
and his Louisiana based television program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 8:30
p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays
on WLAE-TV, Channel 32. Visit his website
at www.ringsidepolitics.com and e-mail
him at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Celebrating 60 years of service
By ROY A. WILLIAMS
Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport
This month we begin a celebration of 60
years of commercial flight service to the
New Orleans metro area and the Gulf South.
Like many of the nation’s commercial airports, Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport has an interesting
beginning.
In 1946, our airport was the first postwar international airport opened for service,
dedicated by World War II’s most famous
hero, Lieutenant General Jimmy Doolittle.
On opening day, Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International Airport, originally
named Moisant International Airport, was
the largest commercial airport in the United
States, twice the size of New York’s
LaGuardia or Chicago’s O’Hare airports.
Dignitaries from Latin American countries
who attended the dedication declared the

airp o rt to be vitally important to interAmerican relations. In fact, throughout the
1940s, Moisant served all major cities in
Central and South America.
The airport was first named after daredevil aviator, John B. Moisant. He was an
impulsive flight pioneer who designed and
built the first all-metal plane in 1909.
Moisant was the first to fly the English
Channel with a passenger on September 6,
1910. Because of this achievement, he
became the toast of Europe and a media darling in the U.S. This American citizen was
the founder and star in the first professional
flying circus – until a fatal crash in his
Bieriot monoplane took his life near New
Orleans’ City Park on New Year’s Eve in
1910. He was 37 years old. The airport has
had two name changes since the dedication
in 1946. In December, 1962, the airport’s
name changed for the first time to “New
Orleans International Airport” in order to
more closely identify the facility with the
city. The second name change took place on
July 5, 2001 when it was renamed for jazz
legend Louis Armstrong.
Looking back upon our past, I am
reminded of how far we have come. The first
travelers at this airport waited in a quonset
hut without air conditioning and walked

across the tarmac to their 21-passenger DC3 flights. The airport originally opened with
six airlines: Chicago & Southern Airlines,
Delta, Eastern, Mid-Continent, National,
and Pan American World Airways. Today,
Delta is the only airline of the six still operating with its original moniker. It is still with
us, in addition to eight others.
Since 1946, we have strived to make the
airport user-friendly and safe for both international and domestic passengers. We have
come a long way since the quonset hut,
reaching many milestones. From the addition of concourses and a covered parking
garage to the rehabilitation of runways, we
have had numerous construction projects
totaling multiple millions of dollars that
benefited the airport, our passengers and our
community. These projects have provided
jobs and enhanced the efficiency of the airport to meet passenger growth.
The airport is like a small city and it is
the airport team that keeps the airport running smoothly, even through challenging
times such as Mardi Gras, Super Bowl, Jazz
Fest, major conventions, holidays, presidential visits and most recently – Hurricane
Katrina. This storm affected our team both
personally and professionally, yet they performed their duties valiantly. After safely

evacuating over 30,000 hurricane evacuees
from the airport, the staff took appropriate
steps to secure the facility and do the necessary repairs to resume commercial flight
service as soon as possible. Limited service
returned on September 13 with two airlines
– Northwest and Delta. By September 21,
we increased our daily departures to 19
when American, Continental and Southwest
Airlines returned. Pre-Katrina, we had 166
daily departures on 13 airlines to 42 destinations. Today, our air service continues to
rapidly recover as we approach 100 daily
departures, which represent 60 percent of
the Pre-K level. More flights and destinations will be coming in June.
As proud as we may be of our past,
greater things await us in the future. With
the support of our community, Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport will continue to recover and be an
air passenger facility that will serve as a catalyst for responsible development in the
Gulf South. For more information about the
history of Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport and our services, visit
our website at www.flymsy.com. ★
Roy A. Williams can be re a ched at
www.flymsy.com.

Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine
Kenner
&
Metairie
Locations
Charles P. Murphy, M.D.

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

Luis M. Espinoza, M.D.

Orthopedic Surgeon
Director, Orthopedic Center
Board Certified

Orthopedic Surgeon
Board Certified

Orthopedic Surgeon
Board Certified

Now Open!

Drs. Murphy, Lyons and Espinoza are Orthopedic Surgeons/Sports Specialists. They serve as the Orthopedic
Consultants for the Washington Nationals AAA/New Orleans Zephyrs. The Orthopedic Center is well recognized as a multi-specialty center of excellence dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused
expertise in arthroscopic surgery of the shoulder, knee and non-surgical spine care. They have repaired
injuries in professional athletes, weekend warriors and folks who just have trouble getting around. The goal
is always the same, to restore maximum function to a complex machine, the human body.

671 W. Esplanade Avenue, Kenner
4921 Airline Drive, Metairie

467-5900
889-2663
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Murphy-Lyons-Espinoza Orthopedic Center For Sports Medicine reopens Kenner location
BY TROY BROUSSARD
Over 18 years ago, after finishing his
tenure as an instructor at LSU Medical
school, Dr. Charles Murp hy came to
Kenner with the goal of providing his
patients with a broad range of advanced
treatment options under one roof. In 1993
he purchased a building at 671 West
Esplanade Avenue and opened the
Orthopedic Center For Sports Medicine, a
practice that would accommodate his desire
to provide advanced orthopedic patient
care. Like so many other businesses in
metro New Orleans, however, twelve years
later Dr. Murphy would find himself battling the effects of Hurricane Katrina,
which left his facility in shambles.
“Aside from the tourist industry, I think
that the medical industry was the hardest
hit in New Orleans,” Dr. Murphy said.
“Some doctors left within the first month
after the storm, but now we are seeing a
second wave of medical professionals
leave, who thought that their practice would
come back, but didn’t.”
Drs. Murphy, Lyons, and Espinoza
h oweve r, were not about to give up.
Determined to keep caring for their
patients, Murphy, along with his associates,

Thomas Lyons, M.D. and Luis Espinoza,
M.D., continued to use state of the art techniques and technology in providing complete musculoskeletal care at a second clinic, located at 4921 Airline Drive in
Metairie, while the Kenner facility was
rebuilt. They also provided office space for
New Orleans East orthopedist Dr. Robert
Ruel and Allain Cracco. M.D.
Finally, after many months, the team at
Orthopedic Center For Sports Medicine
was ready for a homecoming on April 19.
The refurbished Kenner office once again
offers the complete range of in-house medical services, including cutting edge X-ray
equipment and physical therapy by new staff
members such as Daniel Schmidt, P.T., who
has over 20 years of experience in the field.
It’s great to be back here in Kenner,
where I started,” Dr. Murphy said, adding
that the base of his practice is still here in
the city. “I plan to be here permanently,”
Murphy said, describing his center’s community ties that include the new East
Jefferson Ambulatory Surgery Center that
will open this month, the new Omega
Hospital, his ongoing affiliation with
Kenner Regional Medical Center and Dr.
Espinoza’s role as the chief orthopedic consultant for the New Orleans Zephyrs. ★

After months of refurbishing due to Hurricane Katrina damage, the MurphyLyons-Espinoza Orthopedic Center has finally opened its doors and will again
provide complete musculoskeletal care at its Kenner facility.
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District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni promises cooperation, teamwork
By ALLAN KATZ
Joe Stagni won an overwhelming victory on April 1 to become Kenner’s District 2
councilman, obtaining 80 percent of the
vote to defeat William “Bill” Schwertz.
Both Stagni and Schwertz are Republicans.

Stagni, who was sworn in on April 20, is a
chiropractor who has long been active in
Kenner politics and civic life. Turnout in
the district was 31 percent.
“I want to compliment Mr. Schwertz on
an energetic campaign,” said Stagni. “He is
a very honorable man who worked hard. I

District 3 Councilman-elect Ben Zahn
ready to start working for progress
By ALLAN KATZ
Ben Zahn became Kenner’s District 3
councilman after building a big lead in the
April 1 primary that caused his runoff
opponent to
decide to concede.
Zahn won
without
a
runoff when
second-place
finisher MaryS h a r o n
Howland withd r ew. In the
primary, Zahn
Ben Zahn
received 44
percent of the vote while Howland received
25 percent. Third-place finisher Don
Murphy had 19 percent. Trailing him were
Daniel Zimmerman, 6 percent; “Rick”
Aromy, 5 percent, and Stephen “Steve”
Halbert, 1 percent.
The turnout in District 3 was 41 percent. Zahn is a Republican, as are
Howland, Murphy, Aromy and Halbert.
Zimmerman is a Democrat.
Zahn thanked his volunteers and said
that one of the lessons of his time on the
campaign trail is that District 3 voters really liked the responsiveness and cooperative
attitude of his predecessor, Councilwoman
Jeannie Black. Black was term limited in
District 3 and went on to defeat incumbent
Dominic Weilbaecher to win a four-year

term as Division B Councilperson at
Large.
“It’s very clear to me that Jeannie is a
role model of exactly the kind of representation that District 3 voters want,” said
Zahn. “She returned every phone call, had
good relations with city hall department
heads and workers so she could get action
on the needs of her district, and conducted
herself at council meetings with dignity and
class. That’s definitely the right model, and
I promised the voters that I would try my
very best to do the same things and provide
the same excellent quality of service that
Jeannie gave them. I think my ability to hear
the message of the voters and my willingness to conform to their hopes played an
important part in the outcome.”
Zahn also said it’s plain that from here
on, members of the Kenner City Council
have to become experts on levee construction and maintenance. “I’m going to ask
the smartest people I can find at the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers and the East
Jefferson Levee District to teach me about
the right way to build a levee and maintain
it. One would have to be a fool not to
understand after Hurricane Katrina that our
lives and our property hinge on the quality
of our levees. The voters made it very clear
they expect me to know enough about levees to be able to knowledgeably insist on
first-class levee protection for District 3
and the city of Kenner. That’s certainly one
of my key goals.”
Zahn will take office on July 1, 2006.

District 5 Councilman
Kent Denapolis wins re-election
By ALLAN KATZ
District 5 Kenner City Council incumbent Kent Denapolis won a full four-year
term, amassing
70 percent of
the vote against
“Nick”
J.
Cusimano.
Denapolis
won a special
election
to
serve the unexpired term of
former District
5 Councilman
Kent Danapolis

Phil Capitano when Capitano was elected
mayor in 2004. Now, Denapolis has a full
four-year term to serve. He is a Republican,
as is Cusimano. Turnout in District 5 was
37 percent.
Denapolis said, “I am deeply humbled
by the vote of confidence given me by the
voters of District 5. Our work rebuilding
our community in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina has just begun, and I look forward
to serving the people of District 5 as a hardworking and serious councilman who conducts himself in a dignified way and always
has as his first consideration serving the
people of the district and the city.” ★

regard my vote
as a mandate
from the voters
to be a responsible, cooperative member of
the city council
who refuses to
engage in petty
or
personal
politics.
Joe Stagni
Throughout
the campaign, I talked about the need to
raise the level of Kenner politics above the
personal and petty. Virtually every voter I
talked to said that is what they wanted from

their councilman. I think the potential of
Kenner is unlimited. Especially in this postKatrina period, we have a chance to achieve
major economic, civic and quality of life
growth. I pledge to work with the other
members of the council and the mayor to
develop goals, plans, and programs we can
all agree on.”
Because he was elected to fill the unexpired term of District 2 Councilman John
Lavarine, who vacated the seat when elected Councilman at Large, Stagni wa s
allowed to take office before the July inauguration that will usher in Kenner’s other
newly-elected officials. ★

Clip In Hair Extensions
Instant Volume, Length & Texture
2 pc set

59.99

10 pc set

82.99
FROM YOUR THINNING HAIR SPECIALIST

Hair Styles Unlimited
464-5949
3635 Florida Avenue • Open Mon. - Sat.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE

KENNER ST★R
WELLS
FARGO

HOME
MORTGAGE

There is a Reason Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage is one of the Nation’s
Leading Retail Mortgage Lenders
• Wide Selection of Conventional & Government Loans
• Full Range of Affordable Home Loan Programs
• New Construction & Renovation Programs
• Quick Loan Decisions
• Responsive Service and Professional Expertise

3445 N. Causeway Blvd., Ste. 602 • Metairie, LA 70002
Mickey King
Renovation Specialist
504-830-3528

Susan Vrbaskovich
Reverse Mortgage
504-830-3527

Suzie Ortiz
Renovation Specialist
504-830-3531

Janie Blackmon
Home Mortgage Consultant
504-830-3532

John Tomba
Home Mortgage Consultant
504-830-3530

Craig Hefler
Home Mortgage Consultant
504-830-3533
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Kenner voters approve four propositions in April 1 election
By ALLAN KATZ
Kenner voters approved four propositions, including one that will extend meritbased civil service to about 350 city employees.
Narrowly defeated when it first appeared
on the ballot in 1999, the civil service proposal sailed through on April 1 with the
approval of 63 percent of Kenner voters,
with 37 percent opposed. Turnout on
Proposition 4 was 31 percent.

Dental Relief for
Katrina survivors

The measure also creates a five-member
civil service board whose members will be
nominated by four local universities and the
Jefferson Parish Bar Association. Proponents
of the measure say that without civil service
protections, city employees can be coerced
to work for candidates favored by the administration. With the passage of Proposition 4,
the merit-based civil service program will
begin on January 1, 2007.
Also passing was Proposition 1. When
then-Mayor Louis Congemi was elected to
If you’ve lost your dentist, we’d like to help
keep you healthy until they return. For a
limited time, we are offering a complete
series of x-rays, comprehensive exam,
diagnostic photos, AND professional teeth
cleaning for $99*. When your dentist
returns, we’ll be happy to forward a copy
of any x-rays taken over to your dentist.
Unfortunately, we must limit this offer to the
first 50 patients. No one wants any health
problems, so don’t wait, call today! 456-0964

Family Dentistry
Dr. H. “Brad” Bradford III
Dr. Sandra J. Catchings
4420 Conlin St., Suite 204
Metairie, LA 70006
*There may be an additional charge if gum disease is present.
The doctor will discuss any additional costs.

Expires May 31, 2006

Personal Touch…
PricesCan’t BeBeat !
F R E E

E S T I M AT E S

Carpet • Wood
Ceramic • Granite
Marble • Laminate
Guaranteed
Installation

50

$

OFF

Purchase of
$750 or more
Installation
Required
MENTION THIS AD

Muller’s Flooring Solutions
Family owned and operated

3712 Williams Blvd.

•

Next to Helm Paint

469-9500

the Jefferson Parish Council in 2003, the
Kenner City Charter required that he vacate
his position as mayor. But the charter wasn’t
clear about when a special election could be
called or who had the authority to call it.
Proposition 1 provides that a special election
would be called on a date provided in the
state election code if an unexpired term is
more than one year. Proposition 1 says that
in the event of a mayoral vacancy, the Kenner
City Council will have 10 days to call an
election. If the council fails to act, the
responsibility will fall to the acting mayor. In
the event of a councilmanic vacancy, the
mayor has the responsibility of calling the
special election. If he fails to do so, the
responsibility moves to the city council.
Proposition 1 was approved by 70 percent of Kenner voters and opposed by 30

percent. Turnout on Proposition 1 was 31
percent.
Proposition 2, also approved by Kenner
voters, provides that any member of the city
council can be named chair or vice chair. In
the past, only councilpersons at Large could
serve as chair or vice chair. Proposition 2
was approved by 56 percent of Kenner voters, with 44 percent opposed. Turnout for
Proposition 2 was 31 percent.
Proposition 3 requires Kenner mayors to
submit their budget by May 1 of each year.
This proposition, also approved, is important
because it gives the Kenner City Council two
additional weeks to approve or amend the
mayor’s proposed budget by June 1 of each
year. The city’s fiscal year begins July 1. This
proposition was approved by 70 percent of
Kenner voters and opposed by 30 percent. ★

Residents encouraged to donate
in May postal food drive
The United States Postal Service has
announced May 13, 2006 as “Food for the
Hungry Day.” This marks the sixteenth time
the annual food drive will be held to generate
a collection of non-perishable food items for
the hungry and families living in the Kenner
area. This year’s food drive is sponsored by
the city of Ke n n e r, United States Postal
Service National Association of Letter
Carriers Branch 4342 and the AFL-CIO.
Residents are encouraged to participate in
this year’s drive by placing non-perishable
food items close to their mail slots or mail
boxes so the letter carriers can easily collect
the donations. Food items can also be dropped
off at the nearest post office location.
“Seven tons of non-perishable food were
collected in last year’s food drive,” stated

Diane S. Plauche, coordinator of the Kenner’s
Food Bank. “We are hoping to exceed that
amount in this year’s food drive.” Letter carriers will deliver the donated items to a central
collection point where it will be sorted and
distributed to the needy.
“Over 600 families come to the food bank
each month,” added Plauche. “Consequently,
food does not sit on our shelves for very
long.”
Items needed to restock Kenner’s food
pantry include canned meats, tuna fish, tomato sauce and paste, soup, peanut butter, jelly,
noodles, macaroni and cheese, spaghetti,
packaged rice, dried milk, infant formula,
canned vegetables, fruit juices and non-sugared fortified cereals. Glass items are not
accepted. ★

KPD holds neighborhood gathering

Officer Louis Tusa, Jr. and K-9 Officer Luca give a demonstration as part of Veterans
Heights Community Day on March 25, 2006. Members of the Kenner Police Department
held a neighborhood gathering with residents of the Veterans Heights section of Kenner at
the Guiding Light Missionary Baptist Church located at 220 Veterans Boulevard. Residents
got a chance to see police equipment and vehicles up close, watch a K-9 demonstration,
and enjoy free food and music.
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Crime prevention tips for seniors
By MAJOR TOMMY POWELL
Kenner Police Commander of
Operations
Few things
are as frustrating
as crimes against
the
elderly.
Criminals use
various schemes
to take adva ntage of seniors,
and often view
these
goodnatured folks as
easy targets. But
you don’t have to be one of them. The advice
below is effective, practical and can help keep
you safe as you go about your day.
To avoid being the victim of a scam,
don’t let anyone talk you into withdrawing
money from your bank, credit union or other
financial institution. Never give money to
someone who asks you to do this, even if that
individual claims to be a bank official or
police officer inve s t i gating the incident.
Financial institutions don’t operate this way,
and you should notify the police immediately
if you feel that someone is trying to take
advantage of you. Furthermore, if anyone
ever approaches you with some sort of getrich-quick scheme, remember one thing –
when something sounds too good to be true,
it usually is.
In some areas affected by Hurricane
Katrina, con artists travel door-to-door soliciting their repair businesses and collecting a
fee up front. In many cases they leave after
doing little or no work, while other
unscrupulous contractors charge an outrageous amount of money for their services. If
a contractor arrives at your doorstep, you
should discuss business outside, as allowing
strangers inside your home increases the
chances of you becoming a victim. The best

defense against this is to be selective in who
you hire. Get recommendations from family
and friends, and seek out companies that are
licensed and reputable.
While con artists will take your money
through lies and deceit, other criminals will
try to break into your home in order to get
what they want. You should alert the police
right away if you notice anyone suspicious
milling about in your neighborhood. Let
your neighbors know when you’re going out
of town, and use a timer to turn your lights
on and off while you’re away. Never hide or
leave a key to your home under a mat or
other place where a criminal might find it.
Vary your daily routine and don’t leave
notes on your door when you leave. When
shopping, don’t display large sums of money,
and never leave bags or possessions unattended. Ladies should keep purses close to
the body, as many crimes against the elderly
are purse snatchings. Only carry what you
need and try to walk in well-lit areas at night.
Perhaps the most important thing to
remember when in public is to always be
aware of your surroundings.
When in your vehicle, travel on well-lit
streets and keep your doors locked at all
times. Always look around and inside your
vehicle before entering. Lock all bags in the
trunk and place your purse on the floor
instead of on the seat beside you. If possible,
travel with a companion. Know your route,
make an effort to stay on major roads, and
never pick up hitchhikers.
Don’t hesitate to report any suspicious
activity or crime you may encounter. Many
folks are unwilling or even afraid to talk to
the police, but they shouldn’t be. Remember,
the Kenner Police Department is always
there to protect and serve you. For more
information about safe living for seniors,
please contact the Community Relations
Division at 712-2294. ★

Kenner police officer honored as
American Legion Lawman of the Year
Kenner Police Chief Nick Congemi has
announced the selection of Officer Joseph

Louisiana State Commander Raymond Walters,
Commander Walter Hogan of American Legion
Post 377 in Kenner, Officer Joseph Blackledge,
2nd District Law and Order Chairman James
Gilchrist and Kenner Police Chief Nick Congemi
were present when Blackledge was named
American Legion Lawman of the Year.

Blackledge as the American Legion 2nd
District Lawman of the Year. Louisiana State
Commander Raymond Walters, 2nd District
Law and Order Chairman James Gilchrist,
and Commander Walter Hogan of American
L egion Post 377 in Kenner presented
Blackledge with the award on April 12, 2006
at the Kenner Police Complex. Blackledge is
also nominated for the Lawman of the Year
award for Louisiana and, if selected, would
then be nominated on the national level.
After the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001, the American Legion began honoring
firefighters and police officers from each community who have performed above and beyond
the call of duty. Blackledge, who has been with
the Kenner Police Department for over two
years, is being honored for his actions in
numerous arrests throughout 2005 and 2006. ★

Now moving takes less
out of you.
Get 15% off moving boxes and supplies.
Even bubble cushioning is on sale at The UPS Store!
Plus everything else you need to smoothly move your
home or business:
• Moving boxes in a variety of sizes
• Packing tape and peanuts
• Custom-made boxes for irregularly
shaped items
• Professional advice on packing
techniques
• Free estimates on the amount of
supplies you’ll need
• And we can come to your home to
pack your items on site.
So don’t you worry about a thing!
Stop in and ask us for details
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The Ice House
2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
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The Chic…Boutique
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& Friday 10-7

4041 Williams Boulevard • Suite 6A
Winn-Dixie Shopping Center • 467-2558
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• RETIREES • CAREGIVERS
Learn How to Legally Protect Your Life Savings
From Nursing Home Medicaid Financial Disaster

FREE REPORT reveals how you can prevent losing your
pension, CDs, Social Security and other assets, even if
your loved one is already in a nursing home. Learn the
secrets that can protect your spouse, your parent or other
family members from losing it all. Stroke, Alzheimer’s
or other long term illness can wipe out the uninformed.
Call for FREE information.

1-800-646-1158
CALL TOLL FREE – 24 HOUR RECORDED MESSAGE

Carpentry
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Plumbing
Sheetrock Repair

Recreation recap, register now for summer programs
By LARRY BETTENCOURT
Kenner Recreation Director
Clear skies and wa rm
weather means that baseball
and softball season are here.
The Department of Pa r k s
and Recreation welcomes all
newcomers and current residents to register for the summer programs beg i n n i n g
April 24, 2006.
The recreation programs
in our city have been up and
running since shortly after Hurricane Katrina and they are
flourishing, which tells us that our residents want some sort
of normalcy. We want it as well. The children of Kenner have
signed up in droves, especially for our soccer program, where
this year over 550 youths in our community participated.
We hosted a January Madness Tournament so that all
of our basketball league championship games could be
played in the Pontchartrain Center.
The Biddy basketball season ended very successfully.
We had an undefeated national championship winner
in the 10-year-old boys Biddy basketball program at the
tournament played in Evansville, Indiana. Coaches were
Tyronne Astugue, Curtis Thomas and Scott Senner. The
players were Peyton Senner, Curtis Thomas, Richard
Durant, Matthew Lebeaux, Myron White, Kelan Chairs,
Raekwon Morgan, Ronald Green, Jatwind Payton, Tyler
Evans and Ryan Cobb. Great job!
Our fine city played host to an International Biddy
basketball tournament with teams traveling from as far
away as Hilsinki, Finland. Forty-two teams were represented from all over Louisiana, Kansas and Texas. Three

Residential - Commercial
Insured
Locally Owned & Operated for 21 Years
Robert Bellaci
Certified Electrician
Jeff Parish Licensed contractor

gyms throughout our city were full of young ladies ranging in ages seven through twelve. It was a magnificent
week of fellowship and very enjoyable, with experiences
and unforgettable memories for all involved.
The Department of Parks and Recreation’s Leisure
Service Division will present its 2006 annual dance revue
at the Pontchartrain Center on Friday, June 9, 2006. Come
and enjoy the evening of performances. We promise an
array of splendor and talent. Doors open at 7:00 p.m.
A reminder regarding athletics – register for baseball
and softball at your local playground on Monday through
Friday from 5:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. For more information call 468-7211.
Opening day of registration for all Kenner Parks and
Recreation summer camps and children and adult programs will begin on Saturday, May 13 at the Leisure
Service office, located at 2508 20th Street. Kenner residents may register from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. NonKenner resident may register beginning at noon.
After May 13, registration will remain open at the
Leisure Service office on Monday through Friday from
10:15 a.m. until 5:45 p.m.
Some of the children’s programs being offered for
summer 2006 are: day camp at Butch Duhe Gym, art
camp, science camp, magic workshop, cooking, tumbling, karate, fitness for tweens and teens, tennis, modeling and talent workshop, musical theatre and ceramics.
Adult programs will include: bath crystals as gifts,
ceramics, cooking, paint for fun, watercolor, couple dancing, line dancing, line dancing advanced, total body workout in the p.m., stretching and toning in the a.m., tennis,
and tennis leagues.
Call the Leisure Service office at 468-7268 for more
information on all summer programs.
Have a fun filled summer! ★
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Robert Bellaci’s

General Maintenance, Inc.

284-6086
559-9225

• 23 years experience counseling
small businesses
• Real Estate Law
• Successions, Wills, and Family Law

ANTHONY V. LIGI, Jr.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
4425 Clearview Parkway
Metairie, Louisiana 70006

(504) 455-7974
Rated by peers as having highest professional and ethical standards.
www.martindalehubbel.com
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Free assistance to homeowners offered by
Family of Faith Community Church
By TROY BROUSSARD
Nearly nine months after Hurricane Katrina, the
Family of Faith Community Church, located at 523 West
Esplanade, in partnership with World Hope International,
is still actively working to assist uninsured, senior and
handicapped homeowners in rebuilding their damaged
homes. Disaster Relief Coordinator Andrea Babin estimates that since September of last year the program has
helped 200 homeowners with a variety of different recovery related tasks, including debris removal, drywall
installation, delivering free doors, as well as free roofing.
“We initially started in Kenner only, but the need
grew very fast. Today, we assist people all over the metro
New Orleans area. This week alone we will take on three
Kenner homes,” Babin said.
Work on the homes is performed by volunteers
organized by World Hope International, a faith-based
relief and development organization located in
Alexandria, Virginia. Babin says that their efforts following Katrina were the first of its kind by World Hope
inside of the United States.
“World Hope tries to help communities make it
through a disaster and tries to teach people there how to
help themselves as well,” Babin said.

The Family of Faith Church houses, feeds and provides
for volunteer needs after they arrive in metro New Orleans.
“Volunteers come in from all over America – this
week from Michigan and New York,” Babin said, adding
that teams have come from as far away as Canada. “It
gives us hope because it lets us know people have not
forgotten about us. God is sending help from all across
the U.S. to rebuild our city.”
The work, though often difficult, has not been without
its rewards for those who have participated. Babin recalls
in particular one Kenner family that the church has “adopted” over the past months, sending ten teams to complete a
process that has included putting on a new roof, gutting the
home, tree and debris removal, and installing dry wall,
sheet rock, kitchen cabinets and flooring.
“Our church felt like God was telling us to stick with
one family,” she said. “The family didn’t ask us to help
them I drove past one day and saw the homeowners
looking so distraught. We’ve watched them change and
become more hopeful over the past few months we’ve
worked with them. The family, in turn works with us by
helping cook for our volunteers.”
To find out about qualifying for assistance through
the Family of Faith Community Church/World Hope
International program call Andrea Babin at 469-4689. ★
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The fight to keep recovery
contract dollars in Louisiana
By BOBBY JINDAL
United States Congressman
Louisiana’s 1st Congressional District
When we
hear about a
hurricane
rebuilding contract
being
awarded in our
area, we assume
that means that
the people who
are picking up
debris, delive ring travel trailers, and otherwise rebuilding
our state are benefiting from this money and
adding it back to the local economy. But
these are government contracts we are talking about, and in all likelihood, the men and
women you see working throughout the area
are at the bottom of a subcontracting pyramid, making pennies on the dollar of the
actual money awarded.
For example, in a New Orleans housing
inspection contract, the federal government
paid a large corporation $80 per hour for
building inspectors who earned only a quarter of that amount.
One company who had a large contract
to provide blue tarps to damaged housing
charged $175 to lay one 100 square foot
piece of tarp, but at times only $2 actually
reached the lowest subcontractor who was
doing the work.
By the time a $500,000 contract filters
down through the layer after layer of subcontractors, many from out of state, there
are only crumbs left over to pay workers in
South Louisiana to do the work. This does
nothing to help our local economy and it is a
poor use of our tax dollars. As taxpayers, we
must demand more. As people trying to
rebuild, we deserve more.
The stories of waste and abuse in
Louisiana’s recovery go on and on. Frankly,
I am tired of it. I recently introduced legislation to address the growing wastefulness.
The legislation I introduced, the Federal
Contract Tr a n s p a r e n cy Act, will help to
eliminate excessive levels of subcontracting
that have hindered the recovery process thus
far and make sure that the money my colleagues in Congress and I are committing to
the rebuilding gets into the hands of the

local men and women who are doing the
actual work.
Many in Louisiana have heard me speak
about the importance of letting local companies assist in our recovery. I assure you hurricane recovery officials both inside and
outside the state have heard from me even
more. Not only are Louisiana workers more
knowledgeable about the area, but by letting
locals participate, we are also helping
Louisiana's economy recover more quickly.
Rest assured, we are starting to make
h e a d way against the problem. My colleagues and I in Congress have dedicated
nearly $100 billion for the recovery efforts
on the Gulf Coast, and we continue to work
on new legislation to provide additional
funding. We are working to add to that even
as I write this. And, added to that money, are
new efforts like my legislation, to make sure
that the money ends up where it can do the
most good.
We have reaffirmed in legislation the
right of local businesses to participate in the
rebuilding. I have legislation pending that
will require a full accounting of how recovery dollars are spent. And slowly but surely
law enforcement officials are cracking down
on those who are illegally using these
tragedies to get rich.
It is disappointing that it takes an act of
Congress to force our government to spend
our tax dollars wisely; it is disappointing
that the government we turn to in order to
protect us in a time of need, becomes
bogged down in paperwork, bureaucracy
and waste just when it can do the most good.
But I remain committed to this fight. And
more and more of my colleagues in
Washington are joining me. I will continue
to remind them that their responsibility does
not stop when the check is written, but when
the work is done. ★
Congressman Bobby Jindal’s 1st
Congressional District cov e rs Je ffe rs o n ,
O rleans, St. Charles, St. Ta m m a ny,
Tangipahoa and Washington Parishes.
Congressman Jindal has offices locally and
in Washington, D.C. and can be reached via
his Southshore office at 3525 North
Causeway Boulevard, Suite 1020, Metairie,
Louisiana, 70002 or 837-1259. Constituents
can also write to Congressman Jindal
directly at www.Jindal.house.gov.

Kenner Social Security office re-opens
The Kenner Social Security office,
located at 1616 Joe Yenni Boulevard, reopened on April 10, 2006. Severe damage
from Hurricane Katrina required structural
repairs and a total renovation of the inside
of the building. The office will be open on
weekdays from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Other Social Security Administration

offices are located at 1515 Poydras Street,
inside Clearview Mall at 4436 Veterans
Boulevard and at 115 Terry Parkway.
For more information about Social
Security benefits, or to make an appointment to file for benefits, contact the tollfree number 1-800-772-1213 or visit the
website at www.socialsecurity.gov. ★

Mother’ s Day Gift Package
Caribbean Therapy pedicure, spa manicure
and sensational hairstyle

ONLY $120.00
expires 6-1-06

HAIR STUDIO & SALON
SINCE 1985

Mother’ s Day

3535 Chateau Blvd., Suite 5

GIFT CERTIFICATES

465-9590

HELP WANTED
STAY AT HOME MOMS/RETIRED PERSONS

Great opportunities for occasional employment
Kitchen Helpers • Bus Drivers • Evening Servers
Come Have Fun With Us!

Retirement Community
1101 Sunset Blvd., Kenner, LA 70065
Phone: 504-469-7988 • Fax 504-469-7918
email: karen.dorsey@hrc-cc.com

Open Daily
LUNCH AND DINNER
Sunday - Thursday
11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Friday & Saturday
11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.
Owned by Scott Korndorffer of Chateau Coffee Café and
George Messina of Messina’s Restaurant
2722 WILLIAMS BLVD. • KENNER, LA 70065

468-3237
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★ Fitness

★

Does your workout measure up to ACSM guidelines?

By YVETTE DUSSOUY
Is it possible for just one fitness activity to meet all of your fitness needs? That, of course, depends in part on your fitness needs.
Those looking to enhance their health and improve their function-

Hot Breakfast

•

Po-Boys

SPECIALTY COFFEE DRINKS
Frozen Coffees
Caramel • White Chocolate • Mocha • Vanilla Bean

Call In or Fax Orders For Take Out
504-443-2299

4041 Williams Blvd. at Vintage
in Winn Dixie Shopping Center

Home Computer Slow?
WE CAN HELP!

We specialize In Onsite Computer Service.
VIRUS PROTECTION & REMOVAL
SPYWARE REMOVAL • FIREWALLS
HOME & OFFICE INTERNET SHARING
NETWORKS • WIRELESS
SERVER & WORKSTATION • REPAIR &
UPGRADES
DSL and SPRINT WIRELESS INTERNET

al strength (the kind of strength needed to carry out
daily tasks, such as picking up kids, walking up stairs,
etc.) need much less than those training for triathlons.
Sometimes it seems as if walking your way to health
just isn’t enough these days. With all the interesting
twists to exercise in today’s world, you have the right to
be a little confused. Just how much exercise does a body
need to get fit anyway?
First, let’s define “overall fitness.” Most fitness professionals agree that cardiovascular endurance, muscle
strength and endurance, flexibility and body composition (the amount of fat compared to lean or muscle tissue you have) are the essential components to healthrelated fitness. Your exercise program should impact
each of these areas.
What does it take to rid your body of unnecessary
fat, improve your flexibility, and enhance the strength of
your heart and muscles? The American College of
Sports Medicine (ACSM) has set forth the following
minimum exercise recommendations for achiev i n g
overall fitness. The degree to which you follow the
guidelines will depend on three things. First, your current level of fitness; second, your fitness needs; and
third, your fitness goals.
American College of Sports Medicine Guidelines
Any activity that uses large muscle groups, can be
maintained continuously, and is rhythmical and aerobic
in nature: three to five days per week.
Intensity of aerobic activity: 60-90 percent of maximum heart rate.
Duration of aerobic activity: 20-60 minutes of continuous or discontinuous activity.
Resistance training: A minimum of 8-10 separate
exercises that train the major muscle groups, a minimum of two days per week, to a position of mild discomfort.
Flexibility exercises: At least three days per week,

Window Screens Made & Installed
PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
Pool Enclosures
Carports
Insulated Rooms
Replacement
Windows
• Gutters
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Patio Covers
Glass Rooms
Room Additions
Screened Rooms
Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

504-467-6998

Does your exercise activity fulfill the ACSM’s recommendations for achieving overall fitness?
Let’s see how your program measures up to their
guidelines. You be the judge.
Do you actually do it at least three times per week?
(Is it fun?)
Does your program get your heart pumping in the
“training zone” – maintaining 60-90 percent of maximum heart rate?
Does your workout session last 20-60 minutes in
duration? Is it challenging you?
Does your program provide callisthenic-type and
weight resisted exercises which work the major muscles
of the body, i.e., abdominals, gluteals, quadriceps, hamstrings, chest, arms, back and shoulders?
Are dynamic stretching movements done during the
warm-up and cool-down period?
Are static stretching exercises done after muscle
strengthening?
Well, does your workout program rid your body of
unnecessary fat, improve your flexibility, and enhance
the strength of your heart and muscles, while having fun?
If not, it’s time to get out there and find a new one! ★
Yvette Dussouy, a certified instructor for over 15
years, has owned and operated the Kenner Jazzercise
Fitness Center located at 3729 Williams Boulevard for
over 12 years. Dussouy was awarded Pacesetter Elite
status by Jazzercise, Inc. for the past seven years.
Dussouy can be re a ched at 443-6666 or
jazspot@aol.com. The Kenner Jazzercise Center has
classes early morning, morning, afternoon, evenings and
weekends – some include childcare. This class schedule
includes classes for the overweight through the very fit.
For the complete schedule visit www.jazzercise.com.

★ Health

★

René Goux to lead NOLA Regional Health Network
By JON T. MOSES

616-8030

to a position of mild discomfort, 10-30 seconds for each
stretch, three to five repetitions.

L. René Goux has been
named market vice president of the NOLA Regional
Health Network, operated
by
Tenet
Healthcare
Corporation. Goux will
report to Reynold J.
Jennings, Tenet’s chief operating officer.
In this new ly created
position, Goux will provide
cohesive, local oversight of
Tenet’s five acute care hospitals and its Diagnostic
Imaging Services in New Orleans. He will also serve as
Tenet’s local voice with physicians and the community as
the New Orleans market recovers after Hurricane Katrina.
“René will work collaboratively with federal, state
and local officials to find ways to cooperate, consolidate
and improve the delivery of patient care in the aftermath
of Hurricane Katrina,” Jennings said. “He will actively
seek strategic opportunities with other health care
providers in the area to hasten this process.”

The NOLA Regional Health Network is comprised of
Kenner Regional Medical Center, Lindy Boggs Medical
Center, Meadowcrest Hospital, Memorial Medical Center
and NorthShore Regional Medical Center. Diagnostic
Imaging Services has five outpatient radiology centers in
the New Orleans area.
Goux, 55, is a native of Louisiana and a seasoned hospital executive. Since July
2003, he has served as chief
exe c u t ive
officer
of
Memorial Medical Center.
P r ev i o u s ly, he was chief
exe c u t ive
officer
of
NorthShore
Reg i o n a l
Medical Center in Slidell,
and before that he held
i n c r e a s i n g ly
responsibl e
positions at several Tenet
hospitals in greater New
L. René Goux
Orleans. Prior to joining
Tenet, Goux was president and chief operating officer of
Sisters of Charity Louisiana Health Network.
Working with Goux in leading the NOLA Regional
continued on next page
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★ Automotive

★

Switch to nitrogen air inflation to
increase tire life and fuel mileage
By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
As
fuel
costs
ke e p
going up, regulations to protect the environment are
tightening
d own. When
you use “plain
old air” in your
tires,
yo u ’re
caught in the middle. Fortunately, there’s an
answer: nitrogen.
NASA, the U.S. military, Boeing, Indy
and NASCAR race teams all use nitrogen
in their tires, and for good reason. Nitrogen
provides more consistent tire pressure for
better handling, enhanced safety and longer
tire life. You might not be driving the Space
Shuttle, or a racecar at 200 miles per hour,
but you deserve the same benefits.
Using nitrogen in your tires pays for
itself in no time when you factor in better
fuel economy and fewer tire purchases.
Plus, it’s better for the environment, so
you’ll not only be doing yourself a financial favor but you’ll be helping to make the
world a better place.
Nitrogen is an inert, dry, non-flammable gas that’s all around us. The air we
breathe is 78 percent nitrogen, 21 percent
oxygen and small amounts of other gases.
For tire inflation, there’s nothing better
than nitrogen.
Better pressure retention
Because of its larger molecular size, nitrogen migrates through a tire three to four
times slower than oxygen. A tire filled with

REGIONAL HEALTH NETWORK

(continued from previous page)

Health Network will be Bill Durham, a veteran Tenet financial executive, who will
serve as the network’s chief financial officer.
Goux also announced that Curtis Dosch,
chief financial officer of Memorial Medical
Center, will also serve as the hospital’s interim chief executive officer until a permanent
successor to Goux is hired.
Goux added that the leaders of the other
NOLA Regional Health Network hospitals
will continue in their positions with George
Saucier as chief executive officer at Lindy
B oggs Medical Center in New Orleans,
Paolo Zambito as chief executive officer at
Kenner Regional Medical Center in Kenner,
Mike O’Bryan as chief executive officer at
NorthShore Regional Medical Center in
Slidell and Michael Beaver, interim chief
executive officer at Meadowcrest Hospital in
Gretna. In addition, Alan Cason will continue as chief executive officer of Diagnostic
Imaging Services, Goux said.

“plain old air” will lose 1.5 PSI in less than
a month. With nitrogen, it could take three
months or longer.
Improved handling
Proper tire inflation ensures the recommended “contact patch” of your tire is on
the road.
Higher fuel economy
Proper tire pressure lessens rolling resistance and maximizes fuel efficiency.
Enhanced safety and reliability
Under-inflated tires cause 90 percent of
blowouts. Nitrogen provides more reliable
pressure for reduced blowout potential.
Longer tire life
Under-inflated tires wear quickly on the
shoulders and over-inflated tires wear in the
center. In addition, removing oxygen eliminates oxidation and condensation that can
damage inner liners, steel belts and rims.
Better for the environment
Anything that improves fuel efficiency and
reduces toxic emissions is good for the environment, and nitrogen in your tires can help.
Go ahead, top it off
It’s best to use nitrogen in your tires whenever possible, but if you run into a situation
where you can’t get it, no problem. Go
ahead and “top off ” your tires with air.
When you get the chance, head back to the
tire dealer who inflated your tires with
nitrogen for a refill. ★
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned
and operated full-service tire and automotive
shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in
Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website
is www.scottystireauto.com.
NOLA Regional Health Network is a
locally-focused health network operated by
Tenet Healthcare Corporation. Located
throughout the greater New Orleans area, the
network comprises five acute care hospitals
totaling approximately 1,079 beds, and five
free-standing outpatient diagnostic radiology
centers, known as Diagnostic Imaging
Services. Tenet’s hospitals aim to provide the
best possible care to eve ry patient wh o
comes through their doors, with a clear focus
on quality and service. Tenet can be found on
the World Wide Web at . ★
Jon T. Moses is a Marketing Liaison with
Kenner Regional Medical Center located at
200 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner.
Moses can be reached at 464-8692 or at
Jo n a t h a n .Moses@tenethealth.com. Kenner
Regional Medical Center is a Tenet-owned
hospital with a full service emergency room,
outpatient diagnostics and inpatient services
providing care to Kenner and the surrounding area. KRMC accepts a majority of insurance plans.

5

$

PER TIRE
TO SWITCH TO
NITROGEN AIR
INFLATION
NASA, US Military, Boeing, Indy & Nascar
race teams all use nitrogen in their tires.
Expires May 31, 2006

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes • Air Conditioner
Work • Shocks • Struts • Brake Service • Batteries • Belts
• Hoses •Tune-Ups • CV Joints • Fuel Injecion Cleaning

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Saturday
www.scottystireauto.com
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★ Community

★

17th Annual Back To The Beach Festival moves to Kenner
The Lake Pontchartrain Basin
Foundation’s Back to the Beach Festival
will kick off the summer in a new location
this year Kenner’s own Lake t own. On
Saturday, June 3, 2006 from 3:00 p.m. until
midnight and on Sunday, June 4 from 10:00
a.m. until 9:00 p.m., the festival will offer a
sunset 5K run/walk on Saturday, a car show
on Sunday, a line up of bands, arts and

crafts, as well as food and fun for the whole
family.
Admission is $7 for adults, $3 for children under 12 and seniors 65 and older.
“Lakeshore Drive is too torn up to hold
the festival in New Orleans,” the foundation’s exe c u t ive director, Carlton
Dufrechou said. “The city of Kenner has
rolled out the red carpet for us and we are

delighted to be in Laketown. Lake
Pontchartrain will be the backdrop for this
two day event and we encourage folks to
come to join us for a great festival and a
sunset on Lake Pontchartrain.”
Partnering again with the New Orleans
Track Club (NOTC), the festival’s 2nd
Annual Back to the Beach Run is Saturday,
June 3. The sunset 5K run/walk begins at

7:00 p.m. Participants will receive entrance
into the festival and refreshments.
Registration is $20 by May 29 and $25 after
May 29 through the day of the race. To register, call NOTC at 467-8626 or visit
www.runNOTC.org.
The 4th Annual Back to the Beach Car
Show is Sunday, June 4. Registration starts
at 8:00 a.m. and continues until noon.
Sponsored by Sewell Cadillac-Chevrolet,
the show features street rods, custom cars,
racecars, bikes, junior dragsters, bicycles
and antiques. The pre-registration fee is
$20 per car until May 25 and $25 on the
day of the show. For information, call
Walter or Pam Larter at 452-8618.
BAND SCHEDULE
Saturday, June 3
3:15 p.m.-4:30 p.m.
The Boogie Men
4:50 p.m.-6:20 p.m.
Amanda Shaw & the Cute Guys
6:40 p.m.-8:10 p.m.
The Benjy Davis Project
8:30 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
Rockin’ Dopsie, Jr. & the Zydeco Twisters
10:20 p.m.-11:45 p.m.
Bag of Donuts
Sunday, June 4
8:00 a.m.
Sewell Cadillac-Chevrolet Car Show
Registration
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Music provided by Entercom New Orleans
1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m.
The Mixed Nuts
2:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fishing Rodeo Awards with Don Dubuc
3:00 p.m.
Sewell Cadillac-Chevrolet Car Show Awards
3:25 p.m.-4:55 p.m.
Bobby Cure and the Summertime Blues
5:20 p.m.-6:50 p.m.
Bucktown All-Stars
7:15 p.m.-8:45 p.m.
The Topcats
The Lake Po n t c h a rtrain Basin
Foundation will also host their Back to the
Beach Patron Party on June 24, 2006, at the
Two Lakeway Mezzanine, 3850 North
Causeway Boulevard in Metairie from 8:00
p.m. until 11:00 p.m. The party will offer
food, cocktails, music by Bobby Cure and
the Summertime Blues and a silent auction.
Tickets are $50. Call 836-2205 for more
information.
The Lake Po n t c h a rtrain Basin
Foundation is a private, nonprofit, membership-based organization dedicated to preserving and restoring the entire
Pontchartrain Basin for this and future generations. All proceeds from the Back to the
Beach Festival and Patron Party help to
continue the Foundation's efforts to restore
the Pontchartrain Basin. ★
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★ Faithwalk

★

Answered prayers for faith healing
By CARL CLEVELAND
I could not
have made up a
better conclusion
to last month’s
column on faith
healing
than
what has actually
taken place. That
column focused
on a book by Sr.
Briege McKenna
entitled Miracles
Do Happen. In the book are stories of countless
personal experiences of faith healing, but my
miracle was the chance encounter in person with
Sr. Briege on a recent Sunday at St. Joseph’s
Church on Tulane Avenue after a Mass celebrating the Feast of Divine Mercy.
I didn’t even know until the last minute that
Sr. Briege would be there. As she walked out of
church at the end of Mass with some New
Orleans friends, she stopped at my wheelchair,
took both of my hands in hers, and prayed fervently that I would be healed in the way that I
most needed healing, whatever that may be. Then
to my amazement she told me that she had been
praying for me, having heard of the story of my
medical predicament passed on to her by my eldest daughter, Kitty. What an amazing moment
that was! I felt the warm love and healing grace
of God our Father surge through me as she
grasped my hands in hers. That’s not all that happened.
Several days before the encounter with Sr.
Briege, I was sitting at home enjoying a visit with
my second daughter, Connie, her children, and a
friend of Connie’s. Both of these young women
are great inspirational models of modern, passionate, faith commitment. They live their faith
through active works in all manner of ministries,
particularly focusing on the ill and youth.
From out of the blue, the idea hit me to spur
conversation by suggesting that I randomly pick a
passage from scripture, read it, and then have each
person share how they were touched by the passage. This was no set-up. I flipped to Philippians
1:19–25 which says:
Indeed, I shall continue to rejoice in the

Not 1,000
Not 5,000
Not 10,000
Not 15,000

conviction that this will turn out to my salvation, thanks to your prayers and the support I receive from the Spirit of Jesus Christ.
I firmly trust and anticipate that I shall
never be put to shame for my hopes; I have
full confidence that now as always Christ
will be exalted through me, whether I live or
die. For, to me, “life” means Christ; hence
dying is so much gain. If, on the other hand,
I am to go on living in the flesh, that means
productive toil for me – and I do not know
which to prefer.
I am strongly attracted by both: I long
to be freed from this life and to be with
Christ, for that is the far better thing; yet it
is more urgent that I remain alive for your
sakes. This fills me with confidence that I
will stay with you and persevere with you
all, for your joy and your progress in the
faith.
Although I have no conscious recollection of
a previous encounter with this passage, almost
every word was underlined, highlighted, circled,
and starred. The passage perfectly reflects the
calm conviction that I have received as a result of
my prayers for a faith healing. I am convinced
that all I have suffered will support my personal
salvation. I also believe that my experience,
whether I live or die, will ultimately have a powerful impact on others. As St. Paul stated in the
passage, I am somewhat confused and not sure
whether I prefer life or death at this point. That is
for God to decide, and it may be that I serve Him
better in death than by continuing to live. In
either event, I will have “life.” On one hand, I
may go on living in the flesh dealing with the
pain, disappointment, discouragement and struggle that that entails, or I may have life in Christ,
thereby obtaining eternal salvation. Either alternative is now acceptable to me without equivocation. It will be interesting to see what happens
n ext since I am awaiting critical patholog y
reports that will determine my future as I write
this column.
After writing the column, the good news
came that the biopsy revealed totally normal liver
tissue. The doctors have completely freaked out.
Draw your own conclusions. ★

The Buy One
Get One Free Sale
You’ve Been Waiting For

Carl Cleveland can be reached via email at
kenstarcwc@aol.com.

But… 20,600
Households

receive the Kenner Star in the mail each month!
Every registered voter household in Kenner gets one!
The Kenner Star can help you reach your target market!

CALL 468-9125 FOR ADVERTISING INFO

4041 Williams Blvd, B7
Kenner, LA 70065
504.466.8488
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★ Banking
(corner of Williams & Joe Yenni)

Grill Now Open!
Full Menu • 11 a.m. - till

Live Weekend Bands
Kan-Dee Side
May 12 9 - 1
Midnight Special May 13 10 - 2
Wise Guys
May 26 10 - 2

466-4069

SAMUEL Y. BROWN, M.D.
ACCEPT ALL HMOs and PPOs,
OCHSNER & MEDICAID
New Patients
and
Newborn Conferences
Welcomed

★

Katrina Credit
By GLENN DOTTOLO
I heard a
new word this
month. One of
my
fellow
b a n kers said
that a borrower’s
credit
score had been
“Katrinasized.”
What he meant
was that someone with previously good credit had seen a dramatic drop in
their credit score since the storm.
There could be a number of reasons for
this, but the result is equally bad regardless of
the reason. Our commercial culture is increasingly driven by credit scores, and the results
of a low credit score can be devastating.
Among the bad things that can happen if you
have a low credit score are you will be turned
down for a loan (even the SBA uses credit
scores to approve disaster loans), you will not
be able to refinance a mortgage, or you won’t
get a new mortgage loan even if your original
mortgage was paid off with insurance.
Insurance companies also use credit scores as
part of their underwriting, so you could have
problems getting homeowners or car insurance. Apartments also use credit scores to
qualify tenants. Finally, many promotional
offers are designed based upon credit scores,
so if you have a low score you will not even
see the best offers and you will probably not
even know what you are missing.
So, how do you know if your credit score
has been Katrinasized? It’s simple. The three
nationwide consumer reporting companies

have set up one central website, toll-free telephone number, and mailing address through
which you can order your free annual report.
To order, log on to www.annualcreditreport.com, call 877-322-8228, or complete
the and mail it to Annual Credit Report
Request Service, P.O. Box 105281, Atlanta,
GA 30348-5281.
Credit scores are three digit numbers that
indicate your relative risk as perceived by a
computer. Scores range from 450, which is
bad, to 850, which is great. The following is
a general guide to your score and its meaning.
700 and above: Very good – the world is
your oyster.
650-699: Good – you are a solid citizen.
620-649: Okay, but not great – most
loans are available but at a higher cost.
600-619: Sub prime – more turndowns
and a lot higher cost.
550-599: Serious sub prime – many turn
downs and very high costs.
450-549: “No, no” – no regular credit,
pay day lenders are the only hope.
If you find yourself with a Katrinasized
credit score, there is hope. First, check to be
sure that the information is accurate. If anything is wrong, send a letter to the credit bureau
explaining the error. If the information is accurate but derogatory, don’t despair. Next month I
will explain how to repair your credit. ★
Glenn Dottolo, manager of Gulf Coast
Bank & Trust’s Kenner Branch Office on
Williams Boulevard, offers twenty-two years
of full service banking to his customers.
Dottolo can be contacted at 565-3655. Visit
Gulf Coast Bank & Trust’s website at
www.gulfbank.com.

★ Rivertown

★

Springtime at the Children’s Castle

443-KIDS
Se habla Español

Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:30 - 12:00
3813 Williams Blvd., Kenner - Between W. Esplanade & The Lake

The Way
Business
Communicates

R ive rtown’s Children’s Castle at 501
Williams Boulevard offers performances for
kids and adults every Saturday at 11:30 a.m.
and at 1:00 p.m. All tickets are $3.50 unless
otherwise noted. For more information about
events at the Children Castle call 468-7231.
May 6
Irwin Royes
The world’s smallest magician returns to
the castle with “May Magic.”
May 13
Shoe String Players presents T-Boy and

Marie – the story of Hansel and Gretel
with a Cajun twist!
Plus a fun day for mothers of all ages!
Includes flowers, refreshments and prizes!
Special event cost: $5 per person.
May 20
Puppet Productions by Paquette presents
The Little Raindrop.
May 27
Storyteller Frank Levy and his Instant
Theatre Production of The Wizard of Oz. ★

Formerly Gage Telephone System of New Orleans

Sales - Service - Maintenance
www.southeasttel.com

Voice Data Cabling • Voice Mail
Local & Long Distance Service
Auto Attendant • Unified Messaging
DSL & Internet Service

466-4243
2005 3rd St., Kenner

Weekend music-filled laser shows return
The city of Kenner announced the
return of Friday and Saturday night laser
s h ows at the Kenner Planetarium and
MegaDome Cinema. Every Friday night at
9:00 p.m. the MegaDome rocks with the
laser spectacular Pink Floyd’s The Wall, and
on Saturday nights with the music of U2.
“These weekend shows became very popular before the storm, and we have since

received numerous requests to bring them
back,” said Mayor Phil Capitano.
The planetarium is located at 2020 4th
Street, just off of Williams Boulevard near
the river. Ticket prices are $6 and $5 for
children (ages 2-12) and seniors. For more
information call 468-7231 or visit
www.rivertownkenner.com. ★
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★ Law

★

Make sure you follow the law when turning left

By PAMELA LOLAN
A motorist has a strong duty of care when making a left turn across traffic. The duties of a left turning vehicle are found in La. R.S. 32:104. The law
requires a left turning vehicle to signal his intent to
make a left turn at least 100 feet before reaching an
intersection. In addition to making the proper signal,
the driver is required to make a proper observation
that the turn could be made without endangering a
passing vehicle. If the driver cannot make the turn in
safety, giving the signal is immaterial.
A left turning driver is further required to exercise
a very high degree of care even where the motorist
executes his turn on the authority of an illuminated
left-turn signal. He must prove that the arrow was
green when he turned.
An oncoming driver has the right to assume that
a left-turning motorist will obey the law and yield to
his right of way. The left turning motorist not only
has a duty to look left before turning but has a duty
to see what should be observable. There is a presumption that the left turning vehicle was the cause
of the accident. However, the motorist can overcome
this presumption by proving first that he signaled
one hundred feet before reaching the point where he
was turning and secondly, that he made the proper
observation that he could turn without endangering
a passing vehicle.
Case 1
Mary May was traveling east bound on West
Street and claims she was stopped to make a left
turn onto Dodge Street. Mr. Simon was heading
eastbound on West Street. Mr. Simon claims that
Ms. May turned left into his lane of traffic causing
the collision. Ms. May claims that Mr. Simon

swerved into her lane and struck her vehicle. The
evidence at the scene by police report stated that all
the debris from the accident was entirely in the eastbound lane. However, a friend of Ms. May stated
that he saw Mr. Simon cross the center line.
The trial court concluded that neither May or
Simon satisfied their burden of proof and dismissed
both claims. The Court of Appeals overturned the
case and found in favor of Mr. Simon. They found
that the physical evidence where the accident
occurred was a purely factual determination and corroborated Simon’s version of the story. Ms. May was
burdened with the presumption of negligence since
she was the turning vehicle. She violated a duty to
yield the right of way. She failed to refrain from executing a left-hand turn until it was safe to do so.
Case 2
Mr. Hare was traveling eastbound on Spring
Street. Ms. Turtle was traveling westbound and
stopped to make a left turn into Fred’s Supermarket.
Mr. Hare was traveling 50 mph in a 35 mph zone.
Ms. Turtle put on her signal at least one hundred feet
prior to her turn, came to a complete stop, and
looked at on-coming traffic. Mr. Hare’s vehicle was
approximately one block away when she began her
turn. She believed she had sufficient time to safely
make the turn. However, Mr. Hare’s vehicle collided
with Ms. Turtle’s vehicle.
Mr. Hare obviously did not adhere to the speed
limit and was traveling at an excessive rate of speed.
Ms. Turtle indicated her turn and noted Mr. Hare’s
car. Mr. Hare will be deemed at fault in this accident.
The question becomes whether there was any comparative fault on the part of Ms. Turtle for failing to
observe that Mr. Hare was approaching at an accelerated speed. This case settled and did not go to trial.
The parties negotiated that Mr. Hare was 90 percent
at fault and Ms. Turtle was ten percent at fault.
Case 3
Mr. Huey’s vehicle stopped to make a U-turn
onto Central Highway. The weather was rainy. As he

★ Community

★

New Orleans - Friends for Life hosts
First Annual Pro-Life Youth Fest in Kenner
The New Orleans - Friends for Life will host their
1st Annual Pro-Life Youth Fest on Saturday, May 20,
2006 at Laketown in Kenner from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. The event will include live music, speakers, education on all life issues, and talks on how to share the
pro-life message. School, church, pro-life, youth, home
and school groups and families are welcomed and

encouraged to attend. A $10 admission fee includes a
T-shirt and a $20 family fee includes two T-shirts.
For more information visit www.choosethechild.org
and click on “Youth Pro-Life Rally,” or contact Lise
Naccari at 461-0206 or 202-4971or Natasia Kissinger
at 339-5384. ★

KPWA to hold April meeting
Kenner Professional Women’s Association, an
organization for professional men and women, will
hold its April meeting on Tuesday, May 16, 2006 at the
Radisson New Orleans Airport Hotel, located at 2150
Veterans Boulevard.

Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. followed by lunch
at noon. Advance reservations are required by calling
962-3930. The deadline for reservations is noon on
Friday, May 12, 2006. ★

accelerated in the turn, the wheels started to spin and his vehicle turned around into oncoming traffic. He was not hit as he
attempted to go to the side of the road. Ms. Teah’s vehicle, which
was traveling eastbound on Central Highway, came to a complete stop and avoided colliding with Mr. Huey. Mr. Rend was
traveling six to seven car lengths behind Ms. Teah. Ms. Teah’s
vehicle was stuck in the rear by Mr. Rend’s vehicle.
The trial court ruled that Mr. Huey’s vehicle was solely at
fault in the accident. They used the standard for a left turning
vehicle to grant the judgment for Ms. Teah. However, the Court
of Appeal stated that the trial court erred in not assigning negligence to Mr. Rend. The court deemed that the vehicle was not
following in a reasonable and prudent manner in the rainy
weather. Mr. Rend did not use due care to avoid the accident.
The court found that Mr. Rend was 70 percent at fault and Mr.
Huey was only 30 percent at fault.
In a collision, making a U-turn or a left hand turn is presumed to be the cause of the accident. However, this presumption
can be rebutted, as in the above scenarios. Sometimes when it
appears you are 100 percent at fault, there may be another reason
for the accident. ★
Pamela Lolan is an attorney at Melchers Law Firm located
at 909 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner. The firm’s primary
areas of practice are estate planning, wills, trusts, successions,
real estate, corporate law, and personal injury. Lolan can be
reached at 467-1092 or visit the website at www.melcherslawfirm.com.
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May is National Asthma and Allergy Awareness Month

By KEITH M. DARCEY
Most people take for granted the simple act of breathing, unless however, you
have asthma. Then, an asthma attack hits
and you realize that what comes natural
and easy to most, now becomes painfully
difficult. Often an attack is described as
taking a breath on a very cold day.
One of the most common, chronic
conditions in the United States is asthma,
affecting more than 15 million people. It
touches people of all ages, and is increasingly prevalent in all age groups throughout the world. In fact, it is the number one
cause of absenteeism among school children. Even though there is no cure for
asthma, it can be controlled.
“It is vital for people with asthma to
get educated on the condition,” said
Sherry Amadon, a registered respiratory
therapist and pulmonary function technologist who serves as lead therapist for the
East Jefferson General Hospital
Pulmonary Rehabilitation and Asthma

Management Center. “With education,
they can stop suffering and start living an
active lifestyle.”
Asthma is a condition in which the air
passages connecting the nose, mouth and
lungs narrow and constrict airflow. Due to
this inflammation, the smaller air passage
creates a strain on the body and leads to
common symptoms such as wheezing,
coughing and tightness in the chest. Left
untreated, severe cases can be fatal. Over
5,000 deaths per year are attributed to
asthma, and the number is climbing each
year.
“In treating people with asthma, we
believe in the four components outlined
by the National Asthma Education and
Prevention Program,” said Amadon. “We
focus on assessment and monitoring, control of contributing factors, pharmacological therapies and education. We work
with you and your physician to develop an
individual, self-management plan especially for you.”
Diagnosing asthma is sometimes difficult because its symptoms mirror other
respiratory illnesses. People also view it
as just a recurring cough. After proper
evaluations, review of medical and family
history and chest x-rays, physicians can
begin to eliminate other respiratory illness

possibilities. To get a more definitive
diagnosis, a Spirometry test, in which a
patient blows into a tube to determine the
volume of air produced by the lungs, may
be conducted.
Most attacks are brought on by a trigger, or a set of conditions that causes the
respiratory system to react and constrict.
Everyone has different triggers that initiate the asthma attack, and these are not
easily detectible in many cases. Allergens
such as mold, dust mites, secondhand
smoke and pet dander are major triggers.
In some cases even stress, emotional
swings, temperature changes and exercise
can set off an attack.
One of the first steps to living with
asthma is to identify any triggers that may
cause an attack and try to eliminate them
from your surroundings, particularly in
your home where you spend much of your
time. Other recommendations may be to
take out carpet, use an air purifier, or, if
you decide to have a pet, research pets that
are more asthma friendly. If a trigger is
found outside of your home in places you
are not able to control, it is best to avoid
those triggers and be prepared to handle
the attack when it may be unavoidable.
Treating asthma may also be done
through medication determined by your
physician. Steroids and maintenance medications can be prescribed in certain cases
as a way to control it on a daily basis. For
short-term use, an inhaler works to abort
an attack. Professionals caution, however,
that using an inhaler too often is a sign

that your approach to dealing with asthma
may need to be adjusted.
“In regards to the inhaler, I tell people
it’s the rule of two,” said Amadon. “If you
use your inhaler more than twice a week,
if you have nighttime symptoms more
than twice a month or if you need to refill
your inhaler more than twice a year, you
may not have control of your asthma. We
should sit down and go over your history
to see if you should do something different to gain control.”
Amadon also recommends that anyone with asthma should find a support
group. “Visiting with others reminds you
that you are not alone, and it helps to see
what they are doing to control their asthma. It is a learning experience for everyone,” continued Amadon. East Jefferson
Hospital offers the Better Breathers
Support Group, and it is open and free to
the community. For more information,
call EJGH Health Finder at 456-5000. ★
Keith M. Darcey is a Communications
Specialist with East Je fferson General
Hospital located at 4200 Houma
Boulevard in Metairie. Darcey can be
reached
at
889-7110
or
at
k d a r c ey @ e j g h . o rg .
East
Je ffe rs o n
General Hospital, Louisiana’s first Nurse
Magnet hospital, is a publicly owned, notfor-profit community hospital, providing
care to the residents of the East Bank of
Jefferson Parish and surrounding communities.

★ Theatre

★

RRT launches 2006/2007 season
The Rivertown Repertory Theatre will
launch its 2006/2007 season on Friday,
September 15. The new season consists of
five productions including three musicals
and two plays on the main stage, all directed by Gary Rucker.
Season tickets are on sale at $95 for
adults and $85 for seniors and students. A
pre-performance dinner catered by
Messina’s Restaurant and Catering is
optional. Seating for the pre-performance
buffet will be limited, so season subscribers
will be given first option to purchase tickets at $16 before they go on sale to the general public at $18.
All tickets, which can be obtained by
calling the RRT box office at 468-7221
between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. on
Tuesday through Friday, can be charged
over the phone with a Visa or MasterCard.

RRT Season
Sept. 15-Oct. 1, 2006
Urinetown
Musical Comedy
Nov. 3-19, 2006
Barefoot in the Park
Comedy
Jan. 12-28, 2007
The Big Bang
Musical Comedy
March 2-18, 2007
And Then There Were None
Mystery
May 4-20, 2007
The Pajama Game
Musical Comedy ★

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE
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Shoulder replacement: A viable surgical option

By THOMAS R. LYONS, M.D.
Shoulder replacement, or arthroplasty, is
a proven surgical procedure used to treat a
variety of conditions affecting the shoulder.
Disorders of the shoulder commonly treated
with shoulder replacement include
osteoarthritis, inflammatory arthritis, avascular necrosis, rotator cuff arthropathy, and
proximal humerus fractures. Other less common disorders of the shoulder that can lead to

arthritis and the subsequent need for shoulder
replacement surgery include arthritis after
surgery for instability, arthritis resulting from
untreated instability, radiation necrosis, and
various congenital and metabolic disorders.
Shoulder replacement surg e ry is less
commonly performed than hip and knee
replacement and presents unique surg i c a l
demands that set it apart. First, the shoulder
has the greatest range of motion of any joint
in the body and the success of shoulder
replacement surgery is more dependent on
proper function and balance of the surrounding soft tissues. Second, the glenoid, or shoulder socket, is less constrained than the acetabulum or hip socket, and the shear forces on
the glenoid are considerable. These high shear

ADA statement on toothbrush care:
Cleaning, storage and replacement
By M. SUSAN M. FELDER, D.D.S
T o o t h
brushing play s
an important
everyday role
for
personal
oral hy g i e n e
and effective
plaque removal.
Appropriate
toothbrush care
and
maintenance are also
important considerations for sound oral
hygiene. The ADA recommends that consumers replace toothbrushes approx i m a t e ly
every three to four months or sooner if the
bristles become frayed with use.
In recent years, scientists have studied
whether toothbrushes may harbor microorganisms that could cause oral and/or systemic infection. We know that the oral cavity is home to
hundreds of different types of microorganisms,
therefore, it is not surprising that some of these
microorganisms are transferred to a toothbrush
during use. It may also be possible for microorganisms that are present in the environment
where the toothbrush is stored to establish themselves on the brush. Toothbrushes may even have
bacteria on them right out of the box since they
are not required to be sold in a sterile package.
The human body is constantly exposed to
potentially harmful microbes. Howeve r, the
body is normally able to defend itself against
infections through a combination of passive
and active mechanisms. Intact skin and mucous
membranes function as a passive barrier to bacteria and other organisms. When these barriers
are challenged or breached, active mechanisms
such as enzymes, digestive acids, tears, white
blood cells and antibodies come into play to
protect the body from disease.
Although studies have shown that various
microorganisms can grow on toothbrushes after
use, and other studies have examined various
methods to reduce the level of these bacteria,

there is insufficient clinical evidence to support
that bacterial growth on toothbrushes will lead to
specific adverse oral or systemic health effects.
General Recommendations for Toothbrush Care
The ADA and the Council on Scientific
Affairs provide the following toothbrush care
recommendations:
Do not share toothbrushes. Sharing a toothbrush could result in an exchange of body
fluids and/or microorganisms between the
users of the toothbrush, placing the individuals involved at an increased risk for infections. This practice could be a particular concern for persons with compromised immune
systems or existing infectious diseases.
Thoroughly rinse toothbrushes with tap water
after brushing to re m ove any remaining
toothpaste and debris. Store the brush in an
upright position if possible and allow the
toothbrush to air-dry until used again. If more
than one brush is stored in the same holder or
area, keep the brushes separated to prevent
cross-contamination.
Do not routinely cover toothbrushes or store
them in closed containers. A moist environment
such as a closed container is more conducive to
the growth of microorganisms than the open air.
Replace toothbrushes at least every 3-4
months. The bristles become frayed and worn
with use and cleaning eff e c t iveness will
decrease. Toothbrushes will wear out more
rapidly depending on factors unique to each
patient. Check brushes often for this type of
wear and replace them more frequently if
needed. Children’s toothbrushes often need
replacing more frequently than adult brushes.
The preceding article was based on
information obtained from the American
Dental
Association’s
website
at
www.ada.org/prof/resources/positions/statements/toothbrush.asp. ★
Susan M. Felder D.D.S. is a general dentist
who has practiced continuously in north Kenner
for over 26 years. Dr. Felder’s office is located at
4134 Florida Avenue, Suite 101.

forces make the glenoid component more
likely to experience loosening and failure.
Whether to perform a shoulder hemiarthroplasty (replacement of the humeral side
only) or a total shoulder replacement
(replacement of both the humeral and glenoid
sides) depends on several factors, the most
important of which are the condition of the
rotator cuff and the status of the glenoid bone
stock. If the rotator cuff is torn or attenuated,
replacement of the glenoid is contraindicated. If the glenoid is replaced in the presence
of a torn rotator cuff, excessive shear forces
result in glenoid component loosening and
failure. Preoperative evaluation of glenoid
bone stock using an axillary lateral radiograph or a computed tomography (CT) scan
is important; the glenoid must have adequate
bone stock if replacement is to be considered.
Shoulder replacement surgery is usually
recommended only after conservative treatment options such as medications, activity
modification, physical therapy, and injections
have failed to provide adequate relief of
symptoms. Risks of shoulder replacement
surgery include bleeding, infection, nerve
injury, stiffness, instability, intraoperative
fracture, continued pain, component loosening/failure, and the possible need for further
surgery. Informed consent with a thorough
discussion of surgical risks needs to be

obtained preoperative ly. In addition, the
length of recovery and the need for postoperative physical therapy should also be discussed with the patient preoperatively.
Shoulder replacement surgery usually
utilizes an incision on the front of the shoulder, between the deltoid and pectoralis major
muscles. Surgery typically takes one to two
hours and is performed under general anesthesia. Patients may spend one or two nights
in the hospital and may be required to use a
sling for immobilization postoperative ly.
Results of shoulder replacement surgery are
generally good. Relief of pain is predictable
and improvement in range of motion occurs
in many cases but is less predictable. For
patients with shoulder pain, an evaluation by
an orthopedic surgeon can provide a diagnosis as well as various nonsurgical and surgical
treatment options. ★
Thomas R. Lyons M.D. is a board certified orthopedic surgeon practicing at the
Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine.
The Orthopedic Center is a multi-specialty
center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in
shoulder and knee care. Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie. For additional
information call 467-5900 or log on to
www.orthodoc.aaos.org/tlyonsmd.

Join Us For An Event—
We Invite Your Membership.
THE KENNER PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION’S (KPWA)
MEETINGS WILL BE HELD
TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2006
AT THE
GRAND BALLROOM – THE RADISSON
NEW ORLEANS AIRPORT HOTEL
2150 Veterans Boulevard in Kenner
Call 962-3930 to make luncheon reservations
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m.
Lunch at noon.

For Men and Women

Info: 962-3930

Landscaping as usual…
Our place has been leveled by Katrina but we will
be doing landscaping as usual until we can rebuild.
Landscapers and regular customers for yard work
and planting can call us at 888-7517 or 468-5467

CALL LYNN DIMM FOR AN ESTIMATE
PERSONAL SERVICE - SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

888-7517 or 468-5467
LYNN DIMM’S NURSERY
27 W. 27th Street • Kenner, LA
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The importance of
hydration in summer’s heat

NOW HIRING
MANAGERS!
For our NEW
Kenner Location!
Raising Cane’s offers:
Rapid Company Growth
Flexible Scheduling
Competitive Pay
Monthly Bonuses
Vacation/Sick time
Holidays Off
Casual Uniforms &
A Fun Place to Work!

Raising Cane’s appreciates &
values individuality. EOE.
E-mail resume to:
or
fax to: 225-383-7404 or mail to:
Raising Cane’s –
5757 Corporate Blvd, 2nd Flr,
Baton Rouge, LA 70808
What are ya…Chicken?

By CRAIG GOODWIN
Dear Craig,
With the summer approaching quickly, I
have always heard that hy d rating with
water in the heat during outdoor activity is
better than hydrating with a sports drink or
sodas. Is this true, and what types of precautions are needed to avoid heat illness?
Harold
Kenner, LA
Dear Harold,
Heat illness is of great concern during
the summer when we are involved in outdoor activities, whether it be working
around the house or playing sports.
Hydration is a critical part of prevention
when it comes to heat illnesses. You can
also prevent heat illness by planning outdoor activities and exercise during cooler
parts of the day, by taking frequent breaks,
by not wearing dark, bulky or rubber type
clothing and by drinking plenty of fluids.

Dehydration is a major cause of fatigue,
poor performance, decreased coordination,
and muscle cramping.
The American College of Sports
Medicine suggests a few ways to help avoid
dehydration. The following are a few recommendations: Eat a high carbohydrate,
low fat diet and drink plenty of fluids
between exercise sessions; Drink 17 ounces
of fluid two hours before exercise or outdoor work; Drink every 15 minutes during
exercise or outdoor work; If you exercise
for more than 60 minutes, you may benefit
from a sports drink containing carbohydrates that contain no more than an eight
percent concentration.
When exerting energy in short bouts of
outdoor work or in playing a sport, water is
the best fluid to hydrate your body with
during that time. However, if you are exercising or working outdoors for 90 minutes
or more, sport drinks can be helpful in supplying needed calories to maintain continuous performance. If you plan on exercising
or working in extreme conditions for an
extended period of time over at least 5 or 6
hours, you will need a complex sports drink
with electrolytes. Sodas and drinks that
contain alcohol are not a viable replace-

ment for water or sport drinks for hydration. Drinks that contain alcohol and caffeine act more as a diuretic, causing your
body to excrete fluid instead of retaining it.
Prehydration and rehydration are vital
to maintaining cardiovascular health, proper body temperature, and muscle function.
The heart will have to work harder in order
to move blood through the bloodstream
when dehydration occurs. A loss of as little
of 2 percent body weight due to sweating
can lead to a drop in blood vo l u m e .
Remember, the longer and more intense the
exercise or outdoor activity, the more
important it is to drink plenty of fluids. ★
Craig Goodwin, Physical Therapist, is
president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy, located at 3921 Williams
Boulevard with two other locations in
Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical Sch o o l
Department of Allied Health, Department
of Physical Therapy, in 1987. Anyone who
has experienced an injury and would like to
find out why it happened and what can be
done to help restore normal function in that
area, can email the pro fessionals at
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

Reporting domestic violence
Each year between two and four million
women fall victim to domestic violence in
the United States. More than half of these
live in households with children under age
12, who receive the same kind of abuse.
Domestic violence most often includes
child abuse or abuse of a spouse or intimate
partner. Many victims of domestic violence
do not seek help because they are afraid of
what the abuser will do to them and their
children if they find out that a call has been
made.
Some ways to keep safe and seek help are:
• Use a prepaid phone card.
• Call collect.
• Use a friend’s telephone or phone charge
card.
• Find a payphone.
• Use a computer outside your home to
seek help online.
Reporting domestic abuse is extremely
important and can remain confidential. You
do not have to give your name and suspicious behavior will be investigated before

☎

any action is taken.
“The statistics are shocking and disturbing, said Kenner Police Chief Nick
Congemi. “This kind of abuse must be
reported immediately to keep victims from
further harm. We will do everything in our
power to protect the privacy of the caller
and victim.”
In 1992, Congemi implemented a
tougher domestic violence policy for
Kenner, and the state of Louisiana soon
adopted the same law statewide. Congemi’s
policy made it mandatory for officers to
arrest a suspect if there is any evidence of a
battery, and also allowed officers to arrest a
suspect even if the victim refuses to press
charges.
If you, or anyone you know, is in an
abusive relationship you can seek help by
calling the Kenner Police Department at
712-2200 or the National Domestic
Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-SAFE
(7233). ★

CITY OF KENNER
HOTLINE
Call 468-7200
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Saints feel presidential with Bush
By KEN TRAHAN
Fate had not been kind to New Orleans and to the
New Orleans Saints and fans of the franchise. From the
hurricane to displacement to San Antonio to damage to
the Superdome to the inhabiting of the Superdome to
the threat of relocation to a 3-13 season, things had
never been bleaker for city, the team, and its supporters.
You could say that the city, the Saints, and long-suffering fans were due to get a break. With the dawning of
the NFL draft, did they ever!
The finite wisdom of the Houston Texans allowed
them to bypass Reggie Bush in favor of Mario
Williams. The best player in the country and available
in the draft fell to the Saints. The Texans balked at the
demands of Bush’s agent. With Saints fans clamoring
for Bush to be selected, Tom Benson pounced on the
opportunity, willing to pay whatever it would take to
land the Heisman Trophy winner.
Bush was rated as the top player in the draft on the
Saints board and on the board of most teams. While
Williams may be a standout player for Houston, he will
not and cannot possibly have the impact that Bush will
have in New Orleans. Running backs simply touch the
ball much too often as compared to defensive ends,
who can be neutralized by double-teams.
Bush has it all. He possesses 4.3 speed in the forty,
great vision, tremendous cutback and change of direction ability, and has great instincts. He is extremely
competitive and very smart. Bush has no notable
injuries to be concerned with. When considering how
to describe him, the best analogy I could draw upon
was a faster Marshall Faulk in his prime. Like Faulk,
Bush can do it all, including being a lethal weapon in
the passing game, creating mismatches in space. At
5’11, 200, he is big enough to handle 20-25 touches per
game in all facets. Bush could add five to ten pounds to
become more durable. If Warrick Dunn and Faulk (in
his prime) can handle that workload.
If the Saints had done nothing else in the two day
draft, the acquisition of Bush would have been sufficient to proclaiming the draft a success. The rest of the
draft had one element of consistency. All players chosen by the Saints are regarded as intelligent players. In
the second round, Mickey Loomis pulled the trigger on
a solid deal, trading places with Cleveland to acquire
center Jeff Faine. A former number one draft pick out
of Notre Dame (2003), Faine started 36 games for the
Browns. He is coming off of a torn biceps injury but
should be healthy. A smart player, Faine is athletic but
would be considered more of a finesse player than powerful. He has a long career ahead of him at the age of
25 and will fill the starting position vacated by
LeCharles Bentley.
With the Browns’ second round choice, free safety
Roman Harper of Alabama got the call from New
Orleans. At 6’0 197, Harper has good size. With 4.55
speed, he runs fast enough. Harper has pretty good
cover skills and is a sound tackler. He is a good athlete
with quick feet and is instinctive. He makes quick reads
and reaction time with good closing speed.

In the fourth round, Loomis once again traded
down with Philadelphia to address a pressing need by
acquiring defensive tackle Hollis Thomas. At 6’0, 306,
Thomas is entering his eleventh season. An intelligent
player, Thomas made 96 starts with the Eagles and had
65 tackles last year while serving as a solid performer
against the run. Thomas reunites with former Eagle
Jermane Mayberry in New Orleans. Like Faine, he
projects as a starter for the Saints.
With the fourth round pick of the Eagles, the Saints
tabbed tackle Jahri Evans of Bloomsburg. At 6’4, 317,
Evans has good size. He has quick feet and natural ability. As a small school player, he dominated at the lower
level. He drew good reviews from his combine workout. Because of relatively poor technique and a lack of
good competition, Evans will likely be a work-inprogress in New Orleans and could become a starter by
year two or three in the league. He is very competitive
and plays to the whistle. He has big, strong hands and
long arms and will play hurt.
In the fifth round, the Saints chose defensive end
Rob Ninkovich of Purdue. A former junior college
player, the 6’3, 261 pound Ninkovich is a blue-collar,
big-effort guy who is productive. He is described as
being tough for his size. He was a reserve player as a
junior and even into the first part of his senior season
but took advantage of the opportunity when he received
it. He is a speed rusher who uses his hands well to
defeat blocks. As a potential in-between playe r,
Ninkovich could be a rush outside linebacker in a pinch
but appears better suited to play defensive end. He will
outwork you and is consistent. Ninkovich could be a
specialist in New Orleans to begin his career.
In the sixth round, the Saints exercised the first of
their choices to pick wide receiver Mike Hass of
Oregon State. At 6’0, 208, Hass has very good size and
was the first player in Pac 10 history to have three
straight seasons with 1,000 receiving yards after walking-on as a Beaver. He is a student of the game and
understands how to get open. Hass is strictly a possession and production-type of receiver, very workmanlike, and a compiler. He uses his body well to shield
defensive backs. With mediocre (4.65) speed, he will
struggle to get separation at the next level but has good
hands and is willing to take hits. Hass looks like a
potential fourth or fifth receiver and special teamer.
With their other sixth round pick, the Saints chose
cornerback Josh Lay of Pittsburgh. At 6’0, 196, Lay
was a three-year starter for the Panthers. He has great
size to play a corner and could play safety. With 4.47
speed, Lay lacks a great burst but has pretty good
speed. He could be a third or fourth cornerback. His
technique needs work. He must improve his quickness
out of receivers’ breaks. Though somewhat inconsistent
at times, Lay is smart.
In the seventh round, the Saints first chose guard
Zack Strief of Northwestern. A mammoth 6’7, 349,
Strief is powerful but does not appear athletic enough
to play tackle in the NFL. A good drive-blocker, Strief
performed well in a head-to-head showdown with highly regarded Tamba Hali of Penn State. Highly competitive and smart, Strief lacks quick feet, solid balance,
and his pass-blocking needs work. He is a project at the
NFL level.
With their second choice in the seventh round, New
Orleans went for tight end Marques Colston of Hofstra.

Colston was a wide receiver at Hofstra but projects as a tight end
for the Saints. At 6’5, 224, Colston has good height and excellent
speed (4.5). He can be a hybrid and create mismatches with linebackers though he must put on some weight to merit consideration
for playing time and a roster spot after facing weak competition in
college.
Even if Bush becomes the only starter of the draftees, the
acquisitions of Faine and Thomas make this a productive draft. On
the negative side, some consider Harper to have been a reach and
the plethora of safeties on the Saints roster, augmented even more
if Lay is a safety candidate, is puzzling. Of course, Dwight Smith
could be moved to cornerback or more likely traded. Jay Bellamy
will likely be a salary cap casualty. Josh Bullocks will get an
opportunity. Steve Gleason, Omar Stoutmire and Bryan Scott are
still on hand. Immediately, Reggie Bush is the man who would be
king in New Orleans. Let the president keep his name and title in
D.C. In New Orleans, Bush reigns! ★
Ken Trahan serves as Assistant Athletic Director for Media
Services, Broadcasting, Campus and Community Relations and
Group Sales at UNO and as sports director at Biz Radio 990,
WGSO-AM. Trahan is also the general manager and chairman of
the board of the Saints Hall of Fame in Rivertown, Kenner, and
maintains a prep football website at www.neworleans.com.

M. Susan M. Felder, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY
4134 FLORIDA AVENUE, SUITE 101
KENNER, LOUISIANA 70065

(504) 469-6333
Office Hours By Appointment
Emergencies taken daily • New patients welcome.
Visa, Master Card, Discover Card accepted.

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941
Fax (504) 888-8120
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The ABCs of closing costs
By LINDA R. MARTIN
You’ve found your dream home, the
seller has accepted your offer, your loan has
been approved and you’re eager to move
into your new home. But before you get the
key, there’s one more step – the closing.
Also called the “settlement,” the closing is the process of passing ownership of
property from seller to buyer. And it can be
bewildering. As a buyer, you will sign what
seems like endless piles of documents, and
you will have to present a sizeable check
for the down payment and various closing
costs. It’s the fees associated with the closing that many times remains a mystery to
buyers, who may simply hand over thousands of dollars without really knowing
what they are paying for.
As a responsible buyer you should be
familiar with these costs, which are both
mortgage-related and government imposed.
Although many of the fees may vary by
locality, the following is an explanation of

some common fees.
Appraisal Fee: This fee pays for the
appraisal of the property. You may already
have paid this fee at the beginning of your
loan application process.
Credit Report Fee: This fee covers the
cost of the credit report requested by the
lender. This, too, may already have been
paid when you applied for your loan.
Loan Origination Fee: This fee covers
the lender's loan-processing costs. The fee
is typically one percent of the total mortgage.
Loan Discount: You will pay this onetime charge if you have chosen to pay
points to lower your interest rate. Each
point you purchase equals one percent of
the total loan.
Title Insurance Fees: These fees generally include costs for the title search, title
examination, title insurance, document
preparation and other miscellaneous title
fees.
PMI Premium: If you buy a home with
a low down payment, a lender usually
requires that you pay a fee for mortgage
insurance. This fee protects the lender
against loss due to foreclosure. Once a new
owner has 20 percent equity in their home,
however, he or she can normally apply to

eliminate this insurance.
Prepaid Interest Fee: This fee covers
the interest payment from the date you purchase the home to the date of your first
mortgage payment. Generally, if you buy a
home early in the month, the prepaid interest fee will be substantially higher than if
you buy it towards the end of the month.
Escrow Accounts: In locations where
escrow accounts are common, a mortgage
lender will usually start an account that
holds funds for future annual property taxes
and home insurance. At least one year
advance plus two months worth of homeowner's insurance premium will be collected. In addition, taxes equal approximately
to two months in excess of the number of
months that have elapsed in the year are
paid at closing. (If six months have passed,
eight months of taxes will be collected.)

Recording Fees and Transfer Taxes:
This expense is charged by most states for
recording the purchase documents and
transferring ownership of the property.
Make sure you consult a real estate professional in your area to find out which fees
– and how much – you will be expected to
pay during the closing of your prospective
home. Keep in mind that you can negotiate
these costs with the seller during the offering stage. In some instances, the seller
might even agree to pay most of the settlement costs. ★
Linda R. Martin is the branch manager
of the Prudential Gardner Realtors’
Williams Boulevard branch and can be
reached at 443-6464 or lmartin@prudentialgardner.com. Prudential Gard n e r ’s
website is www.prudentialgardner.com.

★ Business

★

Kenner company’s graphics and
signs seen locally and worldwide
By TROY BROUSSARD
You may not know Pelican Graphics by
name, but the odds are very good that you
have seen some of their work either around
the city or on national television recently.
From their “Willy Nagin” t-shirts which
were featured in TIME maga z i n e ,
“Dateline NBC,” and “Saturday Night
Live,” to the signs put out by local contractors following Hurricane Katrina, to the
political signs posted by 17 candidates running for public office in Kenner, Pelican
has had a busy few months to say the least.
The Kenner company, which formed in
May of 2002, began by selling apparel
along with embroidery services and silk
screen printing. As owner Dolph Federico
explains, however, by being open to new
opportunities his business quickly began to
head in different directions as well.
“We initially had a few requests for full
color signs, which led us to purchase digital equipment to produce them,” Federico
said. “We added seamless, photo quality
banners, vehicle graphics and billboards.
We have stayed abreast of the cutting-edge
technology, investing in equipment
upgrades continually. Our latest expansion
is the digitally printed T-shirts. We now
print photo-realistic, full color images on Tshirts. There are no limitations on color
prints. The customer can have full color
prints for a one color price. Our continual
commitment to keeping up to date with the
newest and best equipment allows Pelican
to offer services that few others in the
region can match.”

Federico says that his company, located
at 1100 Industry Road past the airport, provides him with satisfaction, first in foremost, in that he considers all those he
works with to be an extended family.
“All of my employees make Pelican a
very nice place to work,” Federico says.
“All of us are in this together. The hurricane
destroyed so many things but it has built
stronger bonds within my company. Three
of our employees and I lost our homes. We
had a couple of family deaths. We resumed
operations the day after the storm. My production manager, Nick Laurie slept on the
floor of the office with me. We ate MREs
and drove to Baton Rouge twice a day to
receive materials and ship out merchandise.
I knew that we had to get open to survive.”
Federico also says that he takes great
pride in seeing his company’s work utilized
by metro New Orleans and beyond. “I love
seeing Pelican’s work being used on the
streets. Whether it’s a bumper sticker that
we did, or the embroidered logo on a shirt
of a guy delivering pizza, it’s a great feeling
to see it and say ‘We did that!’ ”
As a local business owner who has had
to adapt in a post-Katrina world, Federico
advises entrepreneurs in similar situations
not to give up hope.
“Most of what I’ve learned about
embarking upon new business ventures I
learned from being hands-on. Take your
shot, and once you decide to go for it –
keep your foot on the gas,” Federico said.
For more information on Pelican’s services, call 464-4436 or visit www.pelicanusa.com. ★
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★ Retirement and Investing

Are you worried about your finances?
By RONALD HAMPTON
Do you find yourself worrying about
your money? While you may think that your
situation is unique, you might be surprised
to find that you have plenty of company.

A recent survey by the publishers of
Senior Market Advisor revealed seniors’
responses to the question “How much do
you worry about money?” The answers
ranged from “keeps me up at night” at five
percent to “never” at three percent. But what
really surprised the authors was that over 90
percent of seniors do worry about money.
Notwithstanding these findings, money
worries do not have to control you. With
smart and careful planning in the following
areas, a more secure retirement is possible.

★ Gardening

★

Let’s spruce up our May gardens
By LYNNE DIMM
Where were
the April showers? As I write
this column, I
see drops of rain
falling on my
back patio and
it’s a we l c o m e
sight, considering that we have
not seen any
rain for so many moons. All homeowners with
large shrubs should be deep watering due to
the damage from the storm and the drought
we have been experiencing.
Lawns
Apply lawn fertilizer with iron at this
time, and four weeks later apply lawn food
with weed killer for any weeds that may have
crept in. The lawn is thirsty also, so give it
plenty of water if rain does not come our way.
Roses
Remove spent blooms and any rose hips or
seeds. Lightly trim to encourage more blooms.
Feed with rose food and treat with insecticide.
Spring annuals
Feed for blooming into June. Trim off any
ragged parts. The more you cut, the more they
bloom. Lots of water also will encourage fast
growing at this time, keeping flowers like
petunias, snaps, and dianthus in full-blast
color until mid-June.
Trees
Many trees look very bad since the storm
and could use a deep feeding. You can do this
with spikes or granular food dispersed around
the outer ring of the tree. An old method is to
make six-inch holes with a broom stick and
pack them with any all purpose fertilizer at
the drip line of the tree.
Fruit trees
Most of these have taken a beating and are
coming out very late. Their production this
year is questionable, but they need a feeding.
Caladiums
These leafy-colored plants are just breaking ground and would love a side dressing of

bone meal. Add a tablespoon to each plant
right on top of the soil. Break off any flowers
that develop in order to encourage more leaves.
Azaleas
When they are finished blooming, trim
and feed the new growth that is emerging.
Water when rain is slight because this plant
keeps its roots on top and needs lots of water.
Tomatoes
Fruit should be about two weeks away.
Watch for green tomato worms and pick them
off, as they can eat a bush down in a day. Dust
for other pests as well. Be generous, and share
your bounty with a neighbor.
If the storm damage is overwhelming in
your garden, get some help from a professional to get it back in shape. You can probably do some of the work yourself, but the
heavy work will be done faster by professionals who have the equipment, know-how, and
training. As always, try to hire a professional
you have used before or ask your friends for
references. You have a lot of money invested
in trees and landscaping, so put it in the hands
of someone you can trust.
Take the time to get outside and enjoy the
balmy weather before the heat of summer
arrives.
To all of my readers, I ask you to say your
own special prayer for us to be spared visits
from hurricanes this year. Before Katrina, my
memory of the last horrible hurricane was
from 1947, when I was nine and we had to go
to the hardware store on Metairie Road to get
three shots. The water came to the first block
of Phosphor Avenue fifty-eight years ago.
And now Katrina has taken her turn. Happy
May! Enjoy every flower you see and be
thankful for the beauty that it holds. ★
Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s Nursery,
LLC, located at 27 West 27th Street, is a registered and licensed Louisiana horticulturist and
landscape contractor, is a wholesale grower of
bedding plants and has over 30 years experience in the industry. Lynne Dimm can be
reached via email at lynnedimm@yahoo.com,
468-5467 or visit Dimm’s website at
www.lynnedimmsnursery.com.

instance, buying a combination of immediate and market index annuities with lifetime
income guarantees could help to provide a
reliable and steady source of cash flow for
your retirement.
With good advice and proper planning,
seniors can go a long way toward making
sure that they fall in that three percent of
retirees who “never” worry about money. ★

Savings shortfall
Some seniors are surprised to find that
their retirement savings will come up short
and that they must accept a more modest
lifestyle than they had planned.
Often we find that their investments are
concentrated in CDs and savings accounts.
While secure, these investments offer small
returns that often fail to keep up with inflation.
Loss of investment value
If you invested through the stock market
slide of 2000 to 2002, you may have experienced what a loss of investment value can do
to your financial situation. Unfortunately,
market corrections are a fact of life. Seniors
and retirees should always be aware of market risk and should consider replacing risky
investments with safer alternatives that can
capture market returns without risk of loss.
Outliving your savings
This is a common worry among seniors,
but one with practical solutions. For

Ronald Hampton is the principal of
Retirement Planning Associates located at
3500 North Causeway Boulev a rd in
M e t a i r i e. Hampton is a Certified
Retirement Financial Advisor™ and author
of “Retirement Land Mines and How to
Avoid Them©.” He can be reached at 1-800569-2902 or ronaldghampton@cox.net.
Hampton’s firm is a participant in the
Better Business Bureau CARE program and
is an authorized representative of S.A.F.E.
Planning, a Medicaid planning practice.

Edward Nikolaus, Jr.
Owner

Over 25 Years Experience • Works With Any Insurance Company • Lifetime Warranty

WORLD CLASS COLLISION AND DETAIL CENTER
2835 Virginia Street

•

Kenner • 467-7775

CENTURY
TITLE
“WE CLOSE REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS FOR YOU”
RANDY LOVITT
Notary Public

Real Estate Sales, Mortgages,
Donations, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
• Expert Closing Assistance — In Operation over 11 years
• In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys — You’ll need this
• We keep you Informed — We return your Calls
• Convenient Locations — Free validated Parking
• Our Costs are Competitive — Our Work is Accurate
METAIRIE
One Lakeway Center
3900 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 605
Metairie, Louisiana 70002

830-7979
FAX
831-2609

NORTHSHORE
209 Highway 22 West, Suite G
Madisonville, Louisiana 70447
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★

The importance of saving the receipt
By ED CLANCY
This column could be titled “No Good
Deed Goes Unpunished 2,” for it was in
February of 2004 that I told you of my
adventure in the Kenner Wal-Mart parking
lot. I had been distracted by a man who
panhandled me for five bucks “for gas,”
and I drove off without the 12 packs of
Coke and 24 bottles of water I had stashed
on the bottom rack of the shopping cart. I
was back home for 90 minutes when I discovered the Cokes and the water were
missing. After much weeping and gnashing of teeth – after all, it was costing me
almost fifteen dollars for the drinks plus
the five dollars out of which I had been
suckered by the panhandler – I headed
back to the Wal-Mart and actually found
the Cokes, but the water was gone with the
wind. This brings me to my next supermarket adventure, “An Evening At Sav-ACenter.”
It started innocently enough when I

wanted to treat my youngest daughter,
Elisabeth, to some chocolate fudge ice
cream bars. I went to the Sav-A-Center
near my house for the express purpose of
getting those bars. As usually happens, I
found I needed some other items as well.
Those other items added up to a total of
$93.62. So much for pre-planning.
At the checkout line I made sure to
place the ice cream bars securely in the
plastic bag myself.
I then thanked the checker, wheeled
my groceries to the car, and headed home.
I’m assuming you're way ahead of me,
so I’ll cut to the chase and tell you that
about an hour later I realized the ice cream
bars were not in the freezer. They were not
in the lower part of the fridge, not in the
pantry, not in the car...nowhere.
Had I imagined putting those ice
cream bars in that bag? Had I finally succumbed to Old Timers’ Disease? No! Nay!
Never! I did put them in the bag. So, they
must be at the store.
I entered the Sav-A-Center and sheepishly went up to the lady who had checked
me out to ask if I had left some of my groceries behind. “Yes,” she said, “a whole
bag of them, and I think the ice cream was
in it.” Now I had a real dilemma; which

groceries were in the bag?
Thinking quickly for a change, I got on
my cell phone, called Elisabeth and pulled
out the grocery receipt. I asked her to
check the fridge and the pantry as I ran
down the entire list of groceries totaling
$93.62. With the patient help of my daughter, I was able to determine that, in addition to the fudge bars, I had left at the
checkout some ButterBall Honey Roasted
Turkey slices, two packs of Easy Mash
instant potatoes, a jar of Sav-A-Center
mustard (always buy the house brand
when possible), and three cans of Chicken
of the Sea tuna (they were on sale, smarty
pants, cheaper than the house brand).
I took my handy receipt to the manager and showed him the items I had left
behind. To my surprise, he told me to grab
a bag and go pick them out. It took me
about 20 minutes to find everything, but
then I noticed, at the top of the receipt, an
item that said simply “hamburger $2.29.”
This was confusing to me because I knew
I had bought some hamburger, but it was
safely at home in the freezer. I looked
down the receipt and there it was “ground
chuck, $3.29.” So, apparently, I had been
charged for hamburger I didn’t buy.
I went to the meat department and
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looked for a package of hamburger priced
at $2.29. Of course, I couldn’t find a
match so I took a package marked $3.19 to
the front of the store and offered the manager a dollar to make up the difference. He
said, “Don’t worry about it.” I sailed home
with my rescued groceries and a profit of
90 cents to boot.
I was telling Liz of my great adventure
at the Sav-A-Center, and how the manager
was so nice as to take my word for everything when she interrupted me.
“Dad, where are the fudge bars?”
Now you know why my favorite TV
show is “Just Shoot Me.” ★
Ed Clancy can be reached via email at
Edclancy2@aol.com.

KENNER
ST★R
Website
www.kennerstar.com
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Most Elite Training Center for Athletics in our Area
One-on-one work- outs with athlete & trainers

We can no longer be neglected
By RAFAEL E. SADDY
As another
day goes by,
we meet in our
homes for an
evening meal
with children
and friends. At
that time, just
l i ke
many
other immigrants,
we
start to discuss
and mix the old country with the new one.
Some of the family members speak only
Spanish and they stress that we must maintain our heritage. But our children, who
were born here, come into the living room
to watch TV programs in English and when
we speak to them in Spanish they reply
back in English. This is one of the processes of assimilation that pulls generations of
immigrants into the United States “melting
pot.”
The current Hispanic immigration
wave and demographics change in the
United States is changing the “melting pot”
in profound ways. There is a sense that
when an immigrant population reaches a
critical mass in a community, it is no longer
the melting pot that is transforming the
community but the community transforming American society. This is what is happening here in Louisiana, especially in the
city of Kenner.
Hispanics started to move into Kenner
in the late 60s, and by the end of the 70s
had increased to such a number that the
local government started to take notice.
Kenner offered the Hispanic community a
tight-knit neighborhood with the ability to
worship in its own churches. But most
important, it gave the Hispanic community
the opportunity to be part of the socio-economic and rich immigrant culture that
Kenner offered to its residents. Since 1970,
the Hispanic population has now grown to
represent over 15 percent of Kenner’s residents, and we continue to grow here and in
neighboring cities and states. Our diverse
populations in Kenner have immigrated
from Mexico, Honduras, Nicaragua, Cuba,
Guatemala, Puerto Rico, and many other
countries.
Our established commitment to this
community can be seen on Wi l l i a m s
Boulevard, West Esplanade Avenue, in the
Esplanade Mall and by visiting the various
Hispanic businesses such as grocery stores,
restaurants, car repairs shops, car dealers,
attorneys, accountants, small business owners, and gasoline stations. The reality is that
we are here to stay and can no longer be
ignored. We, as Hispanics, should demand
that our government be responsible in
meeting the social needs for the growing
Hispanic population. However, we also

need to be responsible to the community
and government by unifying and getting
involved in a positive manner.
As we move forwa r d, our local
Hispanic leaders and organizations should
strive to help every Hispanic become an
American citizen. Those who have already
become citizens must express a commitment to this country by exercising one of
their biggest responsibilities – voting. If we
do not want to be neglected, voting is the
biggest tool we have to change the status
quo. By voting, you become part of democracy and guarantee yourself the right to say
how you want to be governed.
According to the current list of registered voters in the city of Kenner, there are
1,442 female and 1,087 male registered
Hispanic voters. However, since Hispanics
can be listed under the category of “white”
or “other” it is estimated that, combined,
we number at least 10,000 plus Hispanic
voters. If you are listed incorrectly you
should take the opportunity go to the
J e fferson Parish Registrars Office and
change your voter registration race/origin
designation to “Hispanic” so that Hispanics
can be properly recognized. It would be a
good time to also change your political
party affiliation if you are not happy with
your current affiliation.
The election held in Kenner on April 1
had a voter turnout of approximately 38
percent and the Hispanic vote was estimated at 7 percent. Our voting turnout has to
improve if we want to move forward and be
r e c ognized. I urge eve ry registered
Hispanic to always vote in every election.
As we increase our voter turnout, we
increase our bargaining power. This past
election showed that the Hispanic community is still fragmented, making it very difficult for us to move in one direction. We
need to learn how to listen, and when not in
agreement we need to find ways to come to
a consensus that is in the best interest of the
community.
I leave you with this thought: “It is our
choices...that show what we truly are, far
more than our abilities!”
God Bless. ★
Rafael E. Saddy is an assistant to the
mayor for Hispanic affairs in Kenner and
president of the Latin American Civic
Association of Louisiana (LACAL). Email
Saddy
at
sadd3143@bellsouth.net.
Correspondence for LACAL can be sent to
P. O. Box 640604, Kenner, LA, 70064-0604.

Visit
www.kennerstar.com

THE SPORTS
PERFORMANCE CENTER
at Kenner Orthopedic & Sports Therapy

• 3,500 sq. ft. weight room
• 8,000 sq. ft. outdoor training facility
• Outdoor basketball training area
• Field Turf for speed & agility training
• Baseball hitting cage with instructions by

Coach Jeff Lipari (2-time National Champion
with the LSU Tigers)
Come by our facility at 3921 Williams Blvd. and
talk with Coach Duke Rousse, the areas best
speed, strength and agility coach for high school &
young athletic performance enhancement or call
443-5152 to schedule an appointment.

To set up personal hitting
instruction call
Coach Jeff Lipari at
885-1077 or 613-7696.
To allow your child to be the best athlete they can
be, call the Sports Performance Center at Kenner
Orthopedic & Sports Therapy.

(504) 443-5152
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Dr. Uribe of KRMC honored by National Kidney Foundation
By ALLAN KATZ
Dr. Luis Uribe of the Kenner Regional Medical Center has
been honored by the National Kidney Foundation of Louisiana
with the Julio E. Figueroa Founders Award.
The award recognizes Dr. Uribe’s leadership in developing
public awareness of kidney-related diseases. He is currently president of the National Kidney Foundation of Louisiana and has
served as the Vice-Chair of Medicine at KRMC. Dr. Uribe is also
an elected fellow of the American College of Physicians. He is
also managing partner of Kidney Consultants, LLC.

SINCE 1978

450-1753
Carpet Cleaning & Restoration
Mold Remediation
Slab, ceramic, tile & grout cleaning and
disinfecting prior to floor installation
FREE ESTIMATES

“It’s a great honor for me to be part
of the Kenner Regional Medical Center
family,” says Dr. Uribe. “We have a
wonderful staff that cares deeply about
our patients. Our equipment is excellent
and every patient receives outstanding
care.”
At the same time, he is sorrowful
about many kidney patients who have
been unable to return to Louisiana since
Hurricane Katrina. “Some have died, far
from home, in places where they would
not have asked to go,” said Dr. Uribe.
“Their final residence was just the place
to which they were evacuated. It is very
sad, among the thousands of untold stories of the Hurricane Katrina tragedy
from which we will be a long time
recovering.”
Dr. L. Gabriel Uribe, Paolo Zambito, RN and Chief Executive
In spite of all the difficulties, Dr. Officer of Kenner Regional Medical Center and Torie Kranze,
Uribe believes passionately that Kenner Chief Executive Officer of the National Kidney Foundation of
Regional Medical Center and the city of Louisiana.
Kenner will come back stronger than
ever. “We are a resilient, tough people who have not ical resident. To become a specialist, he completed addibeen given enough credit for our courage and determi- tional training in nephrology, or the treatment of kidneynation,” he said. “The city of Kenner and KRMC are on related diseases.
“I love Kenner and the people who live and work
the path to greatness beyond what we might have hoped
here,” said Dr. Uribe. “We are a remarkable community.
for.”
Born in the South American nation of Colombia, Dr. We’ve been through a lot but we’re a very gifted and
Uribe graduated from medical school there and came to competent people who are building something wonderNew Orleans where he completed his training as a med- ful in this city.” ★
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Six steps to success
By DAN DORMADY
Part 2 of 2
In
last
month’s article we covered
the first three
steps on how
to select the
right building
materials for
your construction or renovation project.
This month
we will cover steps four through six.
Step 4: Do your homework
Understand the product installation
requirements. Read the instructions! You
should not assume that even the most
well-intended, well-reputed contractor
you have chosen will be familiar with
each specific manufacturer’s requirements
for the installation of all the products and
materials to be used. Visit the manufacturers’ websites. Review the various types of
products available for your application.
Read the installation instructions in detail,
especially noting any limitations with
regard to contact with dissimilar materials, exposure to sunlight, types of adhesives not to use, etc.
Visit related trade association websites. You will find industry standards for
installation – universal guidelines and recommendations that should not be compromised. Make a list of questions and/or
comments, and discuss them with your
contractor. That accomplishes two objectives: You will learn more, and the contractor will recognize that you are actively
interested in the outcome of the project.
Step 5: Warranty Coverage
Understand the warranties that are
provided. Typically, for any component or
product, there will be two – one from the
manufacturer for the performance of the
product and the other from the contractor
for the performance of that product in
your home as it relates to the workmanship of installation. Most states have a
minimum requirement for warranties to
be provided by contractors. Check with
the Louisiana Secretary of State to find
those minimum requirements. Identify the
limitations of the manufacturers’ wa rranties. Most warranties provided by roofing manufacturers, for example, apply
only to the service life of the roofing
material; they do not warranty against
leakage. Clarify the warranty provided by
the builder. It should cover the performance of the system provided by the use of
a particular product (for example, the roof
will not leak for 10 years).

Step 6: Affordability
What about your budget? At the outset
of this discussion, we noted three things to
consider, the last of which was the ease
with which a component could be
replaced. If your project is over budget
after you have navigated the first five
steps of this exercise, here are some things
to consider. Can you reduce the overall
scope of your project? If so, adjust the
scope without compromising the quality
or workmanship of what remains. Can you
complete your project in phases? Perhaps
you can afford to do one part this year and
another part next year without incurring
multiple mobilization fees from your contractor. Even simple projects can often be
done in phases (for example, one section
of a roof at a time). Can you substitute
lower-priced components? This is where
the ease of replacement becomes relevant.
Closing a budget gap by using lowerpriced appliances or by painting walls
instead of wallpapering them is worth
considering because replacing these components in a few years can be relatively
easy. However, compromising the quality
of the siding, roofing, windows and doors
will save money but will also compromise
the overall long-term quality (and therefore value) of the project because replacing these components in a few years will
not be practical.
Any project on your home can be both
exciting and intimidating. In today’s
world, you can be ove r whelmed with
choices. What is important is to set priorities and deliberately move through an
objective process to make your choices,
keeping in mind that the quality of workmanship (the commitment to quality by
your builder and the individuals who will
be working on your project) is typically
the most important area to consider in
assuring a satisfactory outcome.
Choose those who will do your work
well, and monitor their performance. Be
assertive, reasonable and knowledgeable.
You will be pleased with the results! ★
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home
inspector (LSBHI #10273), and the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a
locally owned consulting engineering
firm specializing in residential and comm e rcial building inspection services.
Dormady can be reached at 456-6999,
P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 700113565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net.
Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is
www.criterium-dormady.com.

“This grilled burger (8 oz. chuck) had a GREAT SMOKY FLAVOR that honestly rivaled
some of the better burger joints in town.”
The “Unknown Food Critic”, WWL-TV
Review of Laketown Grill

OPEN DAILY 11:00 AM - 8:00 AM
FOOD SERVICE
11:00 AM - 10:00 PM & LATE NIGHT

Home of the Famous Laketown Burger!
— Ross & Darwin Martin, owners

4041 Williams Blvd. • Kenner Winn Dixie Marketplace
Corner Vintage and Williams Blvd.

461-0433

Wireless Internet

3501 Chateau Blvd.

465-9444

Back to
ORIGINAL MENU
BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER
7:00 A.M. - 10:00 P.M.
We can take care of
Your Catering Needs for
Special Occasions
Chateau Café Breakfast
“A Kenner Tradition”
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MUNIZ/CAPITANO

(continued from page 1)

quality-of-life centers in the Gulf South, I
also believe you have to take care of the
infrastructure. A vision of the future is
meaningless if you’ve got potholes in your
street and flooding every time it rains.”
Muniz said he wants to work closely
and harmoniously with the Kenner City
Council, the Jefferson Parish and Kenner

legislative delegations, the Kenner Police
Department, Jefferson Parish President
Aaron Broussard and the Jeff e r s o n
Council.
“It’s very clear to me that I’ve been
given an overwhelming mandate for unity
and teamwork,” said Muniz. “As I reflect
on my life, I realize I’ve been blessed and
this election is perhaps the finest compliment I’ve ever received. I’m truly, deeply
honored.”

Capitano said of the outcome of the
election, “It was God’s will and the will of
the people. It’s not up to me to question
that.”
He promised to work closely with
Mayor-elect Muniz to have a smooth transition and urged all Kenner residents to unite
behind the new mayor. Capitano also indicated he may run again for public office at
some future time, saying, “I enjoy public
service and I still believe there is a future
for me in public service. But, for now, I will
be taking some time off.” ★

BRANIGAN

(continued from page 1)

OUR HOURS ARE BACK!
MONDAY NIGHT SPECIAL
Bucket of Budweiser Beer
6 for $8.00

Sunday - Thursday
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 a.m.

Friday & Saturday
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 a.m.

5216 Veterans Blvd., Metairie

St. Jerome Knights of Columbus

HALL RENTAL

Wedding Receptions • Baby or Bridal Showers
Dances • Sweet 15s/16s & Surprise Birthday Parties
Meeting Room Available
Appointments available for viewing 7 days a week
We’ll
We’ll Customize
Customize a
a Package
Package
to
to Suit
Suit Your
Your Budget!
Budget!

50 OFF

$$

on
on aa Full
Full Rental
Rental
Full Service Catering Available
3310 Florida Ave. • 504/469-6736

Kenner City Council.
“In the early going of the campaign,”
says Branigan, “as I was trying to sort out
the issues, people kept coming to me to say
they really appreciated my calm leadership,
my thoughtful approach to problems, my
refusal to engage in personalities and my
efforts to be a voice of reason. I soon realized that was the biggest issue – the difference between my efforts to solve real problems that face our city and the efforts of
others to score political points at the top of
their lungs while pounding their fists.”
Branigan said the amazing thing to her
about the campaign was that the issue was
the same from South Kenner to North
Kenner. “We have such a diverse community in Kenner you might think there would
be variations in the way people perceive
their government,” she said. “But the one
thing that African-American vo t e r s ,
Hispanic voters and white voters all agreed
on is that they were sick of the fighting, the
name-calling and the insults. I can’t tell
you how many voters in every part of the
community said to me, ‘Michele, all we ask
is that you be yourself. Stay calm, build
coalitions, listen to everyone respectfully
and conduct yourself with civility and dignity. We’re with you all the way.’”
Branigan said she thinks all the winners
in Kenner’s elections have received the
same mandate – bring people together, be

problem solvers and please restrain tempers
and egos. “I’m so pleased,” Branigan said,
“because the voters have validated everything that I’ve tried to stand for during my
career in public life.”
Lavarine could not be reached for comment. ★

CARAWAY

(continued from page 1)

best police forces in America,” said
Caraway. “This is a well-trained, disciplined unit that keeps Kenner secure.”
Caraway said he has some new deployments in mind, including a cybercrime unit
to fight Internet crimes, identity theft, and
on-line scams. “I will consider a sub-station at the Esplanade Mall including bike
patrols throughout the parking areas,” said
Caraway. He said he wants to crackdown on
predators who prey on the elderly and children and also plans to strengthen the
Homeland Security division. “Kenner will
be secure and the people of Kenner will
remain safe,” he said. “It is my honor to
return to one of the best police forces in
America, the Kenner Police Department.”
P. J. Hahn said after the election,
“During my campaign I tried to address
issues about crime that people were concerned about. I wish Steve Caraway well
and ask my supporters to unite and help end
the divisiveness so the city can move forward and we can all work towards a better
and safer Kenner.” ★

DEFRANCESH

(continued from page 1)

Defrancesh said, “The voters taught me
a great lesson that I’ll try to remember
every day that I’m in office – it’s the voters
who matter, it’s their concerns we should
try to solve and hardly anything ranks
lower on a scale of one to ten than a politician’s ego.”
Kevin Delahoussaye congratulated
Defrancesh on her win, and emphasized
that he was also proud of the campaign that
he ran and thankful for the steady support
that he received.
“I ran a clean race, and I believe that I
finished out this process with my integrity
intact,” Delahoussaye said. “I would like to
thank all of my friends, supporters, and the
many others that I’ve met over the past few
months. As I’ve done for as long as I’ve
lived in Kenner, I will continue to stay busy
serving our community and striving to help
it become an even better place to live.” ★
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AAU continues to support Kenner
By SHARON SOLOMON
M a y
brings a busy
month
for
Kenner, as two
AAU eve n t s
will be held in
the city. Even
though a few
other eve n t s
have cancelled
due to Katrina,
AAU has continued to support our community and again
will bring an economic boom to the area.
The first weekend in May brings the
Louisiana Open, an AAU Junior Olympic
Qualifier for Jump Rope. Last summer
AAU had their jump rope national tournament at the Pontchartrain Center and the
organizers were so thrilled with their treatment here that they re-booked for this year.
Even though it is smaller than last year’s
event, it is a very important one, as local
jump rope athletes will be able to qualify
for the national tournament to be held in
Virginia. Because of its size, Susan Park
Gymnasium will be utilized for this oneday event.

The second weekend in May brings the
annual AAU Women’s Basketball National
Championship back to Kenner. Three additional teams will be competing this year,
for a total of eight teams comprised of
women 19 and older. But that’s not all...we
are also hosting the AAU Girls Basketball
Super Regional Qualifier for their National
Championships in the under 11, 12, 13, and
16 age groups. By hosting these two events
simultaneously, the women’s teams can
mentor the younger ones. The younger kids
love to watch the older girls who are college players and may be WNBA players.
Contact the KCVB office at 464-9494
for more information and have a wonderful
spring! ★
Sharon Solomon is the marketing director for the Kenner Convention and Visitors
Bureau, located at 2100 Third Street in
Rivertown. The KCVB is a non-profit corporation funded by private members h i p
dues and funds from the city of Kenner.
Sharon Solomon can be reached at 4649494, via email at kennercvb@aol.com or
at www.kennercvb.com.

STEAKS

•

SEAFOOD

•

CHOPS

Opening for lunch Mon. - Fri.
LIVE MUSIC THURS., FRI., & SAT.
Large selection of wine and great martinis
3 Large Rooms for Special Occasions, Parties and Banquets

Reservations 218.8967

Open nightly 7 days at 5pm

111 Veterans Blvd. in Heritage Plaza Building
■

Owned by Scott Korndorffer of Chateau Coffee Cafe and
George Messina of Messina's Restaurant,
Co-owners of Jazz Seafood and Steak House

Now Playing in the Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema

2020 4th Street in Kenner’s Historic Rivertown • 468-7231
Showtimes: Tuesday - Saturday at 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
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