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Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner and postal carriers
team up to feed hundreds of Kenner families in need
By TROY BROUSSARD
Of all of the traditions that the city of
Kenner enjoys, perhaps one of the most
meaningful comes along every November
when Branch 4342 of the National
Association of Letter Carriers collects tons
of food from generous residents so that hundreds of needy families can enjoy a bountiful holiday season.
This year Ochsner Medical CenterKenner (OMC-K) has teamed up with the
letter carriers by providing the brown donation bag inserted in the current month’s edition of the Kenner Star. Starting Monday,
November 13 through Friday, November 17,

Kenner residents are asked to fill the bags
and leave them next to the mail slot or mail
box for the letter carriers who will pick up
the non-perishable food items during the
course of their regularly scheduled routes.
Non-perishables needed by the food
bank include canned goods, pasta, infant
formula, bottled water and fortified cereals.
Glass items cannot be picked up by letter
carriers, and for those who want to send
larger quantities of food such as cases of
bottled water, they will have to deliver the
donation to either of Kenner’s two post
office locations.
The food items collected will be picked
up by food bank workers and brought to the

food bank, located at 1610 Third Street,
where the items will be distributed to almost
700 needy families. The Kenner Food Bank
is open from 9:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. on
weekdays excluding holidays.
“Normally, we provide food to approximately 600 to 630 families a month,” said
Diane Plauche, supervisor of Kenner’s Food
Bank. “But that number increases this time
of year. We appreciate the postal workers
and Ochsner for doing this for us and for
making a difference in our client’s lives. No
one should have to look for food to feed to
their family, especially during the holidays.”
Chief Executive Officer of Ochsner
continued on page 20

Chief Caraway addresses
Gulf Coast Bank once again top Small
neighborhood crime concerns Business Administration lender in Louisiana
By TROY BROUSSARD

By ALLAN KATZ

Following a string of burglaries and an October murder
within one of Kenner’s largest subdivisions, chief of Police
Steve Caraway recently addressed the Driftwood Park
Civic Association to update them on the measures being
undertaken to prevent further crimes within the community, including stepped up patrols in the area. Chief Caraway
said that while the suspects in all of these crimes have been
apprehended, he believes that larger issues underlying
some neighborhood crime in Kenner still remain unaddressed: that of blighted housing or property and absentee
landlords.
“Criminals are going to use run down or abandoned
property as a place to seek shelter,” Caraway said. “Owners
need to be held accountable for the condition of their

For the third year in a row, Gulf Coast Bank is
Louisiana’s largest Small Business Administration lender,
specializing in loans to start or expand small businesses.
Gulf Coast Bank has a Kenner branch located at 3410
Williams Boulevard, headed by Glenn Dottolo, who is one
of Gulf Coast’s leading producers of successful SBA loans.
“We’re very proud of our status as Louisiana’s top SBA
lender,” says Guy Williams, Gulf Coast Bank president.
“We’re the leading SBA lender in Louisiana because we’ve
made ourselves experts in how a business gets started and
grows into a successful enterprise. We have access to the
best expertise and resources that small businesses need,
including business plans, marketing research and plans,
financial documentation and other information that is

continued on page 33

continued on page 33

Kenner’s Annual

Christmas Village
opens
Friday, November 24
5:30pm
SEE PAGE 4

At urging of Mayor Muniz, Code
Enforcement Department cracks
down on illegal signs and banners
By ALLAN KATZ
Ke n n e r ’s
Code
Enforcement
Department is cracking down on illegal
signs and banners, with particular emphasis on West Esplanade Avenue, Williams
Boulevard and Veterans Boulevard.
“This is really a post-Hurricane
Katrina problem,” said Keith Chiro, director of code enforcement. “In the weeks
after Katrina, as businesses reopened, their
permanent signs had been destroyed by
the storm and many of them didn’t have

the funds for a replacement or the time to
get a replacement was measured in
months. So they put up temporary signs
and banners to let people know they had
re-opened. The temporary signs didn’t
conform to our sign ordinance but we let it
go because of the situation. Then, as time
went by, a few temporary signs became
dozens, then hundreds. A year after
Katrina, we found that Kenner had an ugly
sign problem.”
Chiro said that in late September, a
continued on page 33
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Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation working to save historic lighthouse at New Basin Canal
By ALLAN KATZ
The Lake
Po n t c h a rtrain Basin
Foundation (LPBF) is working to save a rapidly deteriorating historic landmark, the New
Basin Canal lighthouse near West End in
New Orleans. Anne Rheams, deputy director
of the LPBF, says, “The lighthouse, even in
its deteriorated condition, is a historic gem
built in 1890 as an aid to navigation at the
New Basin Canal and Lake Ponctchartrain. It
figured in many rescues for over 100 years.
Unfortunately, like so much else, the light-

house was partially destroyed by Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita and was finally knocked
down by a strong cold front. The first floor
was ripped to shreds, the second floor was
damaged, and the cupola broke off and
smashed to the ground. The good news is that
we just recently signed a lease with the U.S.
Coast Guard for stabilization and reconstruction.”
The long-term LPBF plan is to turn the
old lighthouse and its surrounding site into an
environmental and historical center that will
tell the story of the ecology of the

f

Pontchartrain Basin and the history of the
New Canal Lighthouse. LPBF’s current challenge is raising $75,000 needed to stabilize
and secure the damaged structure.
Those who are interested can learn more

$3 million to reconstruct the lighthouse and
develop the surrounding site that will serve
as the Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation
New Canal Lighthouse Education Center.
But, for the moment, our focus is on raising

about the project at w w w.saveourlake.org.
Rheams
can
be
reached
at
anne@saveourlake.org. Rheams says contributions are crucial.
“We really believe in this project in our
hearts,” she says. “We see the lighthouse as
the symbol of the renaissance and restoration
of the New Orleans lakeshore. The Lakeview
community has given us tremendous support,
although many of them are just now returning
to their homes which were destroyed by
Katrina. Eventually, we’ll need an estimated

$75,000 and every dollar counts. Any help
that folks who love Lake Pontchartrain and
the lighthouse can give us will be very much
appreciated and remembered.” H

f

OPENS
Friday, November 24

SantaÕÕ ’s Parade at 5:30pm

f
f

f
f

Food Vendors, Santa Pictures,
Storytelling, Holiday Characters

OPEN: FRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS from 5:30pm - 8:30pm through December 16
KENNER COMMUNITY SERVICE
468-7293
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Police Chief Steve Caraway is achieving his goals,
including working with other elected officials
By ALLAN KATZ
Police Chief Steve Caraway has done an
outstanding job in his first few months as
Kenner’s top cop.
A good example of his solid performance
to date is the way that the KPD has firmly but
fairly dealt with the transient labor who flooded
Kenner’s streets in the wa ke of Hurricane
Katrina.
At the time of his inaugural, Chief Caraway
identified the problem of transient laborers loitering in Kenner parking lots, panhandling, living in abandoned buildings and making a nuisance of themselves.
“The transient workers are a crucial element in the rebuilding of Kenner and metro
New Orleans,” said Chief Caraway in his first
interview after being sworn in. “We’re glad to
have all of those who are here legally and want
to become part of our work force. The Kenner
Police Department is going to aggressively

make sure that all the transient workers have
proper identification, are residing in appropriate quarters and are conducting themselves in
accordance with our laws, like any other
Kenner residents.”
That was certainly the right thing for the
chief to say, but I wasn’t entirely sure that his
goals could be accomplished. Today, a little
more than a year after Katrina hit and the transient workers arrived by the hundreds, it is clear
that the KPD has done an outstanding job of
carrying out Chief Caraway’s policies. They
have done so without causing any ripples or
eliciting scores of complaints about civil rights
violations.
Today, in Kenner, there is little loitering by
transients, almost no panhandling and few complaints. Chief Caraway suspects that some transient workers may still be living in abandoned
apartment buildings but KPD officers are doing
all they can to identify them. One of the primary causes of concern is that transients living
in abandoned buildings may accidentally start
fires that could endanger entire neighborhoods.
Among those who are applauding the
chief’s performance are the other elected offi-

cials who work with him. Councilwoman at
Large Michele Branigan says, “Chief Caraway
has been very cooperative in his dealings with
the Council. We don’t always agree on every
point, but he has in every instance been open to
finding compromises that are win-win outcomes for everyone. It’s been a pleasure to work
with him.”
Chief Caraway is also getting applause for
his efforts to identify and arrest Internet predators who prey on children. KPD officers have
been successful in identifying sexual predators
and gathering evidence that leads to their
arrests. Under Louisiana law, a sexual predator
who attempts an Internet liaison with a minor
can be arrested in the parish in which the predator resides.
Meanwhile, overall crime is down in
Kenner, despite the post-Katrina situation that
for a time led to increases in several categories
of crime.
To be fair, much credit for the development
of the KPD goes to former Chief Nick
Congemi. It was Congemi who first had a
vision for a first-class police department with
excellent equipment, good training programs,
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good salaries and modern facilities. It was also
Congemi who recognized Caraway’s talents and
promoted him to an executive position in the
KPD.
But, unlike Congemi, who could be perceived at times as dogmatic and unwilling to
compromise, Caraway thus far has been flexible
and insightful. Morale at the KPD seems to be
good, although police departments by their very
nature always breed a certain level of dissension.
If Mayor Edmond Muniz and developers
specializing in the Kenner market are correct,
this city is almost to enjoy an economic boom
that is likely to include major new shopping
centers and new subdivisions. Economic booms
are always welcome but carry with them stresses on infrastructure and public safety.
Criminals, including drug dealers, love to prey
on the affluent. The KPD is Kenner’s first line
of defense when drug dealers, burglars and
armed robbers come sniffing around, hoping to
find weaknesses.
Based on what we’ve seen so fa r, the
Kenner Police Department is in good hands

By JEFF CROUERE
Congratulations to State Senator Jay
Dardenne (R-Baton Rouge), who is now
the new secretary of state of Louisiana. He
ran a tough campaign against his opponents
in the primary election and finished first.
He looked so strong in the run-off that his
opponent, State Senator Francis Heitmeier
(D-New Orleans), withdrew from the race.
Now Dardenne will go about the business of running his large office, which
includes operating museums, supervising
state archives, registering corporate entities
in the state and most importantly, serving as
the chief election officer.
Once he is officially sworn in as secretary of state Dardenne said “I am going to
make it a personal mission to increase voter
turnout.” In the last elections, turnout has
been abysmal, so what are some of
Dardenne’s ideas to increase participation?
One of them is to allow people to vote early
at shopping malls. The idea has been tried
in Las Vegas and Dardenne wants to do the
same thing in Louisiana.
The whole idea of making it easier and
easier to vote rubs me the wrong way. It
was the same goal of “Motor Voter,” yet

despite the ease to register and participate
in voting, the turnout has been going down.
Polls are open 14 hours on election day,
people can vote absentee in their home
precincts out of state. All individuals who
voted absentee in one election are automatically sent another ballot for the next election.
The state is literally bending over backwards to increase turnout, yet the opposite
effect is occurring. According to political
wa t c h d og C.B. Fo rgotston, “Maybe we
have made it too easy to vote. Maybe if voting required more effort, people would take
it more seriously. Look at the turnout for
elections in Iraq. Was the large turnout
because of the ease of voting? Obviously
not, people literally risked their lives to
vote.”
In this country, we do not have to risk
life and limb to vote, we just have to put
down the remote for a few minutes, or finish the tailgate party a little early. A 14hour voting day gives every person with an
inclination to vote ample opportunity to
cast a ballot. The elections are advertised
by the candidates and also the local media,
so the interested voters know it is scheduled.
What about the vast majority of the voting population who do not participate in
elections? Some are obviously disinterested
in the candidates and stay away as a protest,
but the vast majority did not care enough to
cast a ballot. Do we want to practically beg

and force these people to vote? Complex
issues are usually on the ballot, including
important races with high stakes. In my
opinion, the higher percentage of educated
and involved voters who participate, the
better it is for Louisiana. Do we really want
to practically corral clueless shoppers to
vote? Have they studied the issues, do they
know the candidates as well as the latest
designer brands at the mall?
Making it easier and easier to vote is
not a good idea. Voting is vitally important
for the future of our state. Our goal should
be to educate more voters about the tremendous stakes of the process and encourage
them to study, get invo l ved and make
informed decisions. Does it really require
that much effort to request an absentee ballot or drive to the local precinct on election
day? Of course not, and requiring some
effort to vote is not such a horrible thing.
Voting is a precious right which should
be exercised by voters who are excited that
they have an opportunity to elect leaders. In
so many countries, citizens are given sham
elections and in many countries, no elections at all. So, what we enjoy in our country is an incredible gift that should be
guarded and valued. Unfort u n a t e ly, in
Louisiana, we often waste our votes on
scoundrels and charlatans, as the list of suspended, indicted and convicted politicians
in Louisiana is a long one. If voters took the
process more seriously, examined the
continued on page 8
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School stayed in New Orleans, but Kenner also needs one

By ED MUNIZ
Kenner Mayor
It was a great window of opportunity
for our city and parish to receive a legacy
high school like Holy Cross. It was a great
possibility for our future and the futures of
thousands of young men here now and
those still to be born in our community.
We’re talking about the storied Holy
Cross High School with rock solid graduates found throughout the fabric of Greater
New Orleans…the Holy Cross of gr e a t
football teams…the Holy Cross of state
champion wrestling teams, winning marching bands, basketball, track and baseball.
We’re talking about the same religious order
that runs the University of Notre Dame.
As you probably know by now, Holy
Cross chose to stay in New Orleans but at a
location in Gentilly.
But, for Kenner, the Holy Cross story
does not end there. The possibility of Holy
Cross coming to Kenner was brought to our
attention by several of its alumni and board

members who sought us out and asked for
our help in putting together a proposal for
the school’s board of directors. It was a
compelling prospect and one that generated
a lot of excitement among civic leaders,
p u blic officials and many residents
throughout East Jefferson.
The possibility of Holy Cross moving
to our city created great excitement across
all civic, education, business and political
boundaries. It showed the high level of
cooperation that can occur when the community at-large so badly wants something
for itself that is good. It also showed that
everyone involved (despite what side of the
issue he supported or the depth of his emotions) could conduct himself with dignity,
professionalism, loyalty to his community
and respect for Holy Cross High School
and its traditions.
There were many good lessons learned
from the process that ended up giving Holy
Cross a clear choice of where to relocate.
The school chose the Gentilly site, and I
and the citizens of Kenner wish New
Orleans well in its recovery efforts. Many
Kenner residents are transplants from New
Orleans and we want our native city to
come back strong.
But I am totally convinced that Holy
Cross does not realize just how successful

it would have been had it come to Kenner. I
think Holy Cross made a mistake. Having
said that, in my first 100 days as mayor, I
have never felt the enthusiasm like that
which was generated by the prospect of
Holy Cross coming to our city.
And I also never would have thought
the Archdiocese of New Orleans would
generate the kind of direct support that it
did for one area of its jurisdiction over
another part of its jurisdiction.
But this can all end happily if the archdiocese is willing to recognize the strongly
stated desire among residents of Kenner and
the western end of East Jefferson for a new
all boys high school in Kenner and be willing
to enter into a contract with the Jefferson

Parish School Board to purchase that prime
20 acres of land in north Kenner, and then
search for a teaching religious order to bring
such a school to our city.
I’m as sure as anyone can be that in just
a few years it will be a success.
That window of opportunity is still
open. The enthusiasm is still there. The
young men with futures are here, and those
still to be born among our growing population are surely on the way. The time for
leadership…the time to plan for our
future…the time for us to act is now! H

FROM THE EDITOR

(continued from page 5)

rest on their laurels because tomorrow always
poses a new test of their abilities.

with Chief Caraway, his ranking officers and
the policemen and women who patrol our
streets. To this point, they’ve responded excellently to every challenge. If Kenner continues to
grow as expected, they will surely face new
challenges in the months and years ahead as
evidenced by the outbreak of crime in the
Driftwood subdivision which shows how precarious the life of a police chief can be. It’s the
nature of law enforcement that police can never

Condolences to the family of Ross Martin
All of us at the Kenner Star are saddened by
the passing of Ross D. Martin. Ross and his
wife, Darwin, own the Laketown Grill. He previously owned Chateau Pub and Southshore
Tavern. We extend our sympathy and best wishes to Darwin, their two sons, their grandchildren and Ross’s sister. The family asks that any
memorial contributions be made to the Lake
Pontchartrain Basin Foundation. H

Mayor Muniz can be reached at 4687240.

Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine
Kenner
&
Metairie
Locations
Charles P. Murphy, M.D.

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

Luis M. Espinoza, M.D.

Orthopedic Surgeon
Director, Orthopedic Center
Board Certified

Orthopedic Surgeon
Board Certified

Orthopedic Surgeon
Board Certified

Now Open!

Drs. Murphy, Lyons and Espinoza are Orthopedic Surgeons/Sports Specialists. They serve as the Orthopedic
Consultants for the Washington Nationals AAA/New Orleans Zephyrs. The Orthopedic Center is well recognized as a multi-specialty center of excellence dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused
expertise in arthroscopic surgery of the shoulder, knee and non-surgical spine care. They have repaired
injuries in professional athletes, weekend warriors and folks who just have trouble getting around. The goal
is always the same, to restore maximum function to a complex machine, the human body.

671 W. Esplanade Avenue, Kenner
4921 Airline Drive, Metairie

467-5900
889-2663
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The quest for Kenner’s finest

By STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief
The job of a police officer is both
demanding and rewarding, and it is a tremendous honor to wear the badge and serve your
community. The road to becoming a police
officer is by no means easy, but the rewards
earned through selfless dedication make every
challenge worth it. It takes a special individual
to make that sacrifice.
Police officers are vital in serving the
community. They must interact with people
from all socio-economic backgrounds and
perform their duties in a variety of challenging
situations – some exciting, some dangerous,
some thankless and some very rewarding.
Police officers must always respond professionally, confidently and courageously with
dignity, courtesy, compassion and justice.
The Kenner Police Department is currently hiring qualified men and women of outstanding moral character for the position of
police officer, which offers a starting salary of
$32,000. Applications may be placed at the
Kenner Civil Service Board, located in
Building C at 1801 Williams Bouleva r d .
Applicants must be at least 21 years of age and
must take and pass the civil service test with a
score of 75 percent or higher. Testing is available by calling the state examiner’s office at
(225) 925-4400.
If an applicant passes the test, the scores
are certified and sent to the KPD’s Applicant
Investigations Unit, which then directs the
applicants to take the Physical Fi t n e s s
Assessment Program (PFAP). The PFAP is
one of the most challenging parts of the
process, where potential police officers must
demonstrate physical agility through exercises
such as running laps and performing a specific number of push-ups and sit-ups.
The applicant then returns to take the

National Police Entrance Exam, another major
challenge in the process. This portion of the
hiring process takes about four to five hours to
complete. The next step is to complete an indepth questionnaire about their personal history. An applicant investigator will then interview the applicants. The investigator will ask
the applicants questions about their opinions
of police work and discuss their personal history based on the information in the questionnaire.
After interviewing applicants, a thorough
criminal history inquiry is processed using
several sophisticated computer sources. This
technology makes the process more convenient and allows the department to be very thorough in choosing worthy candidates for police
officers. For example, we have our very own
database, the Kenner Automated Police
Tracking Uniform Reporting and Enhanced
Dispatching Network (K.A.P.T.U.R.E.D.), and
we also use other federal, state and local databases that allow us to look at criminal and
driving histories and to track stolen articles.
If the results of the background investigation are acceptable, a psychologist interviews
the applicants. The commander of internal
a ffairs then approves the applicants for
appearance before an oral review board, which
is comprised of executive staff officers. At this
point I may make a conditional offer of
employment, however, the process is still not
complete. If the applicants accept the offer,
they must successfully pass a lie detector test,
physical exam and drug screening. When the
applicants complete this final battery of tests,
it is my responsibility to offer a position.
Overall, the hiring process takes about 1214 weeks. Make no mistake, the journey to
become a police officer is a rigorous one filled
with challenges that are met by only the most
qualified men and women. To demonstrate
how high our standards are, we usually end up
hiring only five percent of those who pass
both the civil service exam and the PFAP.
Applicants should never withhold information or lie on any applications or questionnaires or in any interviews. Many applicants
are rejected not because of the status of their

records, but because they withheld information
or falsified their personal or criminal history.
In addition to police officers, we are also
hiring correctional peace officers, communications officers and call takers. All of these
positions include generous benefits, such as
annual raises, paid health insurance, three
weeks of paid vacation after one year of
employment, 13 paid holidays annually, 12
paid sick days annually, state-of-the-art training and facilities, and tuition incentives at
Tulane University College and the University

Zahn said. “The entire city benefits through
the sales tax revenue that the facility generates. Every time a convention comes to
Kenner the city sees additional sales tax
revenue from hotels, restaurants and retail
stores. The Pontchartrain Center is an economic catalyst for our city.”
An attempt by Mayor Ed Muniz earlier
this year to spend these same capital funds
on a new fire station complex ended in a
stalemate after several council members
voted instead to direct the money to district
projects – a move that the mayor ultimately
vetoed. H

Chief Caraway can be reached by email at
kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police
Department website at www.kennerpd.com.

STEINHAUER PRODUCTION
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Pontchartrain Center

Pictures
with Santa

Council votes to reallocate
capital budget funds
In its October 19 meeting the Kenner
City Council voted to reallocate $2 million
dollars in unspent capital budget funds to
repair the hurricane damaged Pontchartrain
Center.
District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn asserts
that the $2 million, which is expected to be
repaid by insurers, will ultimately be a benefit to the city as a whole.
“We are still in negotiations with the
insurance company and do not have an
agreement in place yet. By loaning the
money the city will keep the Pontchartrain
Center moving in a positive direction,”

of New Orleans.
If you have a strong desire to better your
community and make a difference in the lives
of others, I urge you to consider a career in law
enforcement. If you are up to the challenge
and have a desire to serve with people of equal
honesty and integrity, please call 1-877-KENNERP to begin the adventure! H

Kenner

Williams Blvd.

250
BOOTHS
Christmas items, dolls, wearables, pottery, jewelry, painting, metalwork, stained glass,
baskets, florals, crafts, candles, leather, wood, Victorian, wood roses

$

5 adm

Under
13
FREE

Sat.
Sun.

NOV. 4- 5 10amTime- 6pm
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Kenner offers a lot of fun for families
By MARY-SHARON HOWLAND
Kenner Community Services Director
The arrival of the greatly anticipated
fall weather brings with it an air of activity
and excitement in Kenner’s Community
Services Department. November is filled
with venues to entertain children and adults
of all ages.
We are proud to announce the debut of
a new giant screen IMAX movie at the
MegaDome Cinema. “Beavers” is a Hall of
Fame winning production that lets you
experience the habitat of one of nature’s
greatest engineers by depicting the life of
these amphibious animals, from tree-felling
and dam building, to the rearing of young

and the hazards of the forest. This movie is
set in the heart of the beautiful Canadian
Rocky Mountains and can be enjoyed by
the entire fa m i ly. “Beavers” debu t s
November 1.
On November 9 at 10:00 a.m. the city
of Kenner will host its annual Veterans Day
Celebration. We invite everyone to join us
at the Century of Sentries Park next to
Kenner City Hall. Lt. Col. Anthony Lentini
will be our guest speaker and refreshments
will follow the ceremony.
On Saturday November 11, we will celebrate the tenth birthday of our Children’s
Castle with cake, punch and door prizes.
Rivertown’s Children’s Castle has provided
quality entertainment by performers that
come from far and near for over a decade,
so put on your party hat, bring the children
and have some fun.
November 18 brings the Saints
Experience to Rivertown, and what a great

Join Us For An Event—
We Invite Your Membership.
THE KENNER PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION’S (KPWA)
MEETING WILL BE HELD
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2006
AT THE RADISSON
NEW ORLEANS AIRPORT HOTEL
2150 Veterans Boulevard in Kenner
Call 962-3930 by November 10
to make required luncheon reservations

For Men and Women

GUEST SPEAKER:
KENNER MAYOR, ED MUNIZ
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m.
Lunch at noon.

Info: 962-3930

WELLS
FARGO

day that will be for all Saints fans. On hand
will be inflatables, games, pictures, plus
autographs with the Saintsations and several Saints players. Let’s come out strong for
the “black and gold!”
Kenner’s annual Christmas Village will
open in Veterans Park next to Kenner City
Hall on Friday, November 24 at 5:30 p.m.
with Santa’s parade. Entertainment for children and adults of all ages will be offered
including DJ music, performances by our

area schools and picture taking with Santa.
Holiday characters will be on hand to greet
visitors. Food and drinks will be available
for purchase.
Kenner’s magical Christmas Village
hours are 5:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. on
Friday, November 24 and every Friday and
Saturday through December 16. Admission
and parking are free. For more information
call 468-7293. H

H
H Community
KPWA to hold “Wines of the Valley” event
On Saturday, November 4, from 7:00
p.m. until 10:00 p.m., the Ke n n e r
Professional
Women’s
Association
(KPWA) will hold a “Wines of the Valley”
event. The party, which is limited to the
first 100 individuals who purchase tickets,
will be held at the home of hosts Brad and
Anita Bohannan in Chateau Estates.
Wines will be provided by the Glazer

Liquor Company and feature selections
from California and Australia. Food and
desserts from local restaurants will also be
provided as well. The cost of the event is
$40 per individual or $75 per couple. For
more information call the KPWA at 9623930 or email Judy Labella at l ab e lla1101@cox.net.H

POLITICAL REVIEW
(continued from page 5)

indeed and shoppers can drop wherever
they want, just please not in the voting
booth. H

issues more closely and reviewed the credentials of the candidates more thoroughly,
then maybe the embarrassments of the past
few years would not have occurred.
If voters did a better job on election day,
then maybe Louisiana would be in better
condition today. To improve our lot, the
objective should be to increase turnout
among well-informed voters, who understand the stakes of the elections, not just
increasing turnout by corralling voters in
the shopping mall. Yes, “shop till you drop”

Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans
and his Louisiana based television program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 8:30 p.m.
on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on
PBS station WLAE-TV, Channel 32 and
from noon until 2:00 p.m. weekdays on seve ral Louisiana radio stations. Vi s i t
Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com and e-mail him at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

HOME
MORTGAGE

There is a Reason Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage is one of the Nation’s
Leading Retail Mortgage Lenders
• Wide Selection of Conventional & Government Loans
• Full Range of Affordable Home Loan Programs
• New Construction & Renovation Programs
• Quick Loan Decisions
• Responsive Service and Professional Expertise

TARGET MARKET
KENNER CITIZENS?

THE KENNER STHR
REACHES 20,600 HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER
CALL 468-9125 FOR AD RATES

3445 N. Causeway Blvd., Ste. 602 • Metairie, LA 70002
Mickey King
Susan Vrbaskovich
Suzie Ortiz
Renovation Specialist
Reverse Mortgage
Renovation Specialist
504-830-3528
504-830-3527
504-830-3531
Janie Blackmon
Craig Hefler
Home Mortgage Consultant
Home Mortgage Consultant
504-830-3532
504-830-3533

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE
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Shop first, check in second
By SEAN C. HUNTER
Interim Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport
Essential to
a ny
airport
environment is
a variety of
vendors. The
concessions
provide another
degree of customer service
and additional
revenue for the
operation of the
airport. In fact, the shops in many airports
are reminiscent of shopping malls with
both national and local brands.
National brands are important because
they are a product that travelers know.
Armstrong International Airport has name
brand stores such as Subway and the distinction of having the first Sonic Restaurant
in an airport. It has been a favorite among
passengers as well as airport employees
and is scheduled to re-open this month.
Since airlines have ceased serving meals
onboard, food purchases have increased at
airports. To keep up with the demand, airport eateries continue to expand their
menu. For example, at Armstrong
International, Popeye’s Chicken & Biscuits
now offers breakfast. Local brands represent an important part of an airport concessions program because the traveler generally wants to buy something unique to the
locale. Some good examples of this at
Armstrong International Airport are the
Tabasco Country Store, the Creole Kitchen
and the Praline Connection.
When Hurricane Katrina hit the greater
metro area, it not only disrupted commerce
in the surrounding area, it affected commerce at the airport as well. Few airport
vendors were able to re-open due to a shortage of staff and in many cases credit cards
were not accepted, which cut into sales
from the business traveler. The good news
was the stores that re-opened first had
record booming sales.
Many of the businesses that operated at
the airport prior to the impact of Hurricane
Katrina were Disadvantaged Business
Enterprises (DBE) that struggled before the

storm. The hurricane only made matters
worse for them. Fort u n a t e ly, the New
Orleans Aviation Board (NOAB) has taken
action to assist them in their return and
recovery. For example, at the September
New Orleans Aviation Board meeting, the
Armstrong International Airport staff presented proposed hurricane relief terms for
New Orleans Air Ventures and News and
Gifts Concession Program. This included
provisions for a reduced rent period, refurbishments and adve rtising obl i ga t i o n s .
Today, I am pleased to announce that most
of the shops are open once again. We know
it has been difficult for many of our vendors to re-open, but we are encouraged by
the shops that are back and will do what we
can to support them.
If Katrina was not enough, now the airport vendors face another challenge. Since
the introduction of the new Transportation
Security Administration ban of liquids and
gels beyond check points and aboard aircraft, the airport merchants report a sales
loss of as much as 13 percent on a daily
basis. This drop in sales can be attributed to
the “hurry and check-in” mindset of passengers. Many flyers have decided to
forego the hassle of bagging hand carry
items for inspection and have instead chosen to simply check all their baggage. The
plus side of this new passenger behavior is
that airlines are reporting a faster load and
unload time but in the meantime, airport
merchants are losing the “under $50 or less
sale” because many of these sale items are
not allowed in carry-on luggage. This is a
situation of concern for airport merchants
eve ry where. At Armstrong International
Airport, merchants are encouraging travelers to shop first and then check the bags.
Doing business at the airport can be
challenging – the necessary investment and
percentage rent requirements and the need
to be open 365 days a year can be tough for
small local businesses. Offsetting this,
however, are the high sales per square foot
and consistent passenger flows that most
airports can offer. So the next time you fly,
help our airport merchants and do what
they are encouraging you to do – shop first,
check your bags second. H

We listen,

we assess
your needs, we make it easy for
you to make legal decisions.
• Wills - Trusts - Successions
• Real Estate Closings
• Business Law

M LF

Melchers Law Firm

Estate Planning • Real Estate • Business Law
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner
James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law
Kathy Melchers, Administrator

(504) 467-1092

The UPS Store

Copy Sale!!!
.39 Color Copy Sale
.03 B&W Copy Sale

Boost your image at
The UPS Store—and save!
Brochures to business cards.
Handouts to handbooks.
Postcards to presentations and
more. Let The UPS Store® deliver a polished, professional
image for your business—and
save with color copies at just
39¢ each.
• Full-color digital printing
and copying

Sean C. Hunter can be reached at
www.flymsy.com.

• Binding, laminating and
collating
• E-mail your files or bring
them in
4041 WILLIAMS BLVD., UNIT A9
KENNER, LA 70065-3164
HOURS: 8:30AM - 6:00 PM M-F
8:30AM - 2:00PM SAT
TEL. (504) 443-2115
FAX (504) 443-1022

• UPS® shipping to over 200
countries and territories
We have thousands of locations
including one near you.
*At participating locations
©2006 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.
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Anterior cruciate ligament injuries
By THOMAS R. LYONS, M.D.
If you are a sports fan or if you have
injured your knee, you probably recognize
these three letters of the alphabet: ACL.
Anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) injuries

are one of the most common knee injuries
that orthopedic specialists encounter. The
ACL is one of the major ligaments located
in the center of the knee and connects the
thigh bone (femur) to the shin bone (tibia).
The ACL along with the PCL (posterior
cruciate ligament), MCL (medial collateral
ligament) and LCL (lateral collateral ligament) help to stabilize the knee throughout
its range of motion.
ACL tears occur in patients of various

Aveda Signature
Facials, Manicures & Pedicures
“Choose your own special aroma”

HAIR STUDIO & SALON
SINCE 1985

3535 Chateau Blvd., Suite 5

Gift Certificates

465-9590

Open Tuesday through Saturday

Open Daily
LUNCH AND DINNER
Sunday - Thursday
11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Friday & Saturday
11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.
Owned by Scott Korndorffer of Chateau Coffee Café and
George Messina of Messina’s Restaurant
2722 WILLIAMS BLVD. • KENNER, LA 70065

468-3237

ages and activity levels but are most common in young, active, athletic individuals.
Most ACL injuries are non-contact injuries
which occur when the athlete attempts to
make a sudden stop or change of direction.
A less common mechanism of injury in
sports is a direct blow to the side or back of
the knee. ACL tears may be associated with
tears of other ligaments and soft tissues in
the knee. Patients usually report a buckling
or giving way of the knee associated with a
pop when the ACL tears. Onset of pain and
swelling soon follows and patients often
have difficulty ambulating.
Your physician will obtain a detailed
history and perform a physical examination. The examination focuses on assessment of looseness or instability of the knee
joint. Radiographs are performed to rule
out a fracture. An MRI (magnetic resonance image) is often used to visualize the
ligaments as well as other structures of the
knee including the menisci and articular
cartilage. The degree of associated cartilage injury affects the ultimate outcome
following an ACL injury.
There are many factors that influence
the choice of treatment for ACL injuries.
Patient age, desired activity level, degree of
instability and the ability of the patient to
perform postoperative rehabilitation are
considered prior to choosing the method of
treatment. Most young, active patients are
best treated with an ACL reconstruction.
The ACL is reconstructed most commonly
with a graft from the patient’s patellar tendon with bone plugs from the patella and
tibia attached at the ends. This graft is
called a bone-patellar tendon-bone autograft. Other potential graft sources include
the hamstring tendons and the quadriceps
tendon. When the graft comes from the
patient’s own knee, it is called an autograft;
when the graft comes from a tissue donor,
it is called an allograft.
The ACL reconstruction is an arthroscopically assisted procedure that is usually performed on an outpatient basis.
Elevation of the leg and intermittent cold

packs to the knee help decrease pain and
swelling. A CPM (continuous passive
motion) device is often used to help the
patient regain range of motion of the knee.
Your physician will instruct you on home
exercises to begin the day of surgery.
Formal physical therapy will usually
begin within a few days following surgery.
Initial emphasis is placed on regaining knee
range of motion with later emphasis on progressive strengthening. Most patients use
crutches for the first few weeks. Your
p hysician will guide you on gradually
increasing your activities. Most patients
require several months of supervised physical therapy followed by an independent
exercise program. Studies have shown that
ACL grafts continue to remodel for approximately 18 to 24 months. The timing of
return to sports or other high level function
remains controversial. Many athletes will
consider returning to sports at four to six
months following surgery. There is, however, an increased risk of re-injury with an
early return to sports. The physician and the
patient must determine the appropriate time
for return to sports based on consideration
of risks and benefits.
In summary, ACL tears are common in
young, active patients and athletes.
Treatment is individualized and depends on
patient age, activity level, and functional
goals. Arthroscopic ACL reconstruction
using autograft or allograft tissue is indicated for patients who desire to maintain their
pre-injury level of activity. Reconstruction
is highly successful in restoring knee stability and allowing the patient to return to
their desired level of function. H
Thomas R. Lyons M.D. is a board certified orthopedic surgeon practicing at the
Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine
located at 671 West Esplanade Avenue in
Kenner. The Orthopedic Center is a multispecialty center dedicated to complete
musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in shoulder and knee care. For additional information call 467-5900.

OMC-K’s 50 and over mall walker
program comes to the Esplanade
On November 7, 2006 the Ke n n e r
Motion mall walkers program for Ochsner
Medical Center-Kenner (OMC-K), is getting their GO! on at the Esplanade Mall.
GO! is the Ochsner Golden Opportunity
program designed for the 50 and over
lifestyle. It’s a social group of men and
women focused on staying healthy, fit and
active. GO!’s motto is: it’s not about more
years, it’s about better years.
GO! Will join the Kenner Motion and
all visitors at the Esplanade Mall on
November 7 from 8:30 a.m. until 10:30 a.m.
in the lower level Dillard’s wing for a meet-

and-greet to teach people how to get their
health and social life on track by participating in health screenings, lifestyle seminars,
social gatherings and travel opportunities,
including trips abroad. All GO! members
r e c e ive a discounted membership at all
Elmwood Fitness Center locations.
GO! will hold another meet-and-greet at
OMC-K located at 180 West Esplanade
Avenue in Kenner on We d n e s d ay,
November 15. OMC-K will host an additional meet-and-greet along with a luncheon on Wednesday, December 13.
For more information call 842-7000. H
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Ochsner supports local events
By PAOLO ZAMBITO, R.N.
Ochsner Health System recently purchased three New Orleans hospitals,
including the recently re-named Ochsner
Medical Center- Ke n n e r. As Ochsner
grows, we are working to help our community rebuild and grow and that requires a
hands-on approach. We are becoming more
invo l ved in our community and our
patient’s daily lives. Ochsner wants to
make life better for everyone, therefore
we’re taking the first step by participating
in local activities. We’re joining a variety
of upcoming events, some that target specific family members and others that can
involve the entire family, including festivals, educational seminars, and local

fundraisers.
According to Rene Goux, senior vice
president and chief operating officer of
Satellite Hospitals, “Ochsner’s decision to
dedicate time and resources in rejuvenating our surrounding communities is a mark
of its not-for-profit status. Most people
don’t realize that Ochsner is a non-profit
organization, and the majority of its proceeds are reinvested in the future of our
community through cutting-edge medical
research, technology and jobs, thereby
keeping our families healthy,” explains
Goux.
S everal upcoming events featuring
Ochsner collaboration include:
Swamp Fest at Audubon Zoo November 4 and 5
The annual Swamp Fest celebration
includes Cajun food, music, crafts, and a
salute to Louisiana’s Bayou country. The
extra events are free with the purchase of
Audubon Zoo admission. On Saturday,
November 4, Ochsner will have a booth

and provide free health information and
giveaways to the public.
Wake-Up Santa at Esplanade Mall November 11
To ring in the holidays, Ochsner will help
welcome Santa and give mom and dad the
gift of free health screenings. All screenings are free to the public and available
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Screenings
include total cholesterol, HDL, glucose,
blood pressure and nurse consultation.
“Healthy Cooking for the Holidays” November 15 and December 13
Don’t let the holidays leave you busting at
the seams. Join the Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner Diabetes Program to learn
healthy cooking tips for the holidays. The
seminar will take place at the hospital’s
Medical Office Building from 11:00 a.m.1:00 p.m. To register call 464-8646.

In a move certain to elevate the standing
of Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner in medical circles, three LSU Health Sciences
Center cancer specialists will open a
Carcinoid Program in November.
Prior to Hurricane Katrina, the
Carcinoid Program was located at Lindy
Boggs Medical Center in New Orleans.
Flooded and closed by the hurricane, the
Carcinoid Program is moving to Ochsner
Medical Center in Kenner and the doctors
who run the clinic could not be more
pleased.
Dr. J. Philip Boudreaux, an LSU
Medical Center professor of surgery who
also does transplant work, says, “Ochsner
Medical Center-Kenner is a perfect place
for the Carcinoid Program. The facilities
are excellent, located just five minutes
from the airport for our out-of-state
patients and convenient to the interstate for
our patients from Louisiana and the Gulf
South.”
Joining Dr. Boudreaux will be Dr.
Eugene Woltering, a professor of surgery at
LSU and Dr. Lowell Anthony, a medical
oncologist. All three are among Louisiana’s
top experts on difficult-to-diagnose, slowgrowing neuroendocrine tumors. “In the
past, these tumors often took years to diagnose, making recovery of patients more difficult and less likely,” said Dr. Boudreaux.
“The fact that we will have Dr. Woltering,
Dr. Anthony and myself, working collaboratively on the patients who come here,
makes it more likely that diagnosis of neuroendocrine tumors will be conf irmed

sooner thereby making recovery more likely. When neuroendocrine tumors are identified early, they can be successfully treated
through surgical removal or with
chemotherapy.”
Dr. Boudreaux says another important
asset for the Carcinoid Program will be a
good working relationship with laboratory
ex p e rts at LSU’s Stanley Scott Cancer
Center.
“There are only five facilities in the
nation, including our Carcinoid Program in
Kenner that are working in a comprehensive way on the biology and identification
of neuroendocrine tumors” said Dr.
Boudreaux. “The fact that we will be working cooperatively with the lab experts at the
Stanley Scott Cancer Center on the LSU
campus in New Orleans will provide an
important connection between laboratory
research and bedside treatment.”
Dr. Boudreaux said that when diagnosis
is made early enough, neuroendocrine
tumor patients are often fully restored to an
active life, including holding jobs.
“We have had some great success stories that really touch the heart,” said Dr.
Boudreaux. “We are looking forward to a
long-term relationship with Ochsner
Medical Center-Kenner and the Ke n n e r
community. It is our hope and belief that
the Carcinoid Program in Kenner will
become an important medical facility serving patients from many states as well as the
metropolitan area.”
For more information on the
Neuroendocrine Tumor Program call 7128701. H

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive
officer at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
and has served in this role for two years.
For more information, contact OMCKenner at the corner of West Esplanade
and Loyola Avenue in Kenner or call 4688600.

Dream H
air

Carcinoid Program to open at Ochsner
Medical Center-Kenner in November
By ALLAN KATZ

Plaquemines Parish Fair and Orange
Festival - December 1, 2 and 3
A great holiday celebration, the annual
Orange Festival attendees will enjoy Cajun
music, food, arts and crafts, but what
makes this event unique are the citrus
exhibits, orange peeling and eating contests, and carnival rides. Additional activities planned include a 5K race and Sunday
Mass at the Fort. The festival is held at Fort
Jackson on La. 23 at the Mississippi River,
six miles south of Buras. H

Show us your dream hair and we’ll show
you how to achieve it.
Alternative hair, not what it used to be. Cool, comfortable
and permanently styled. We call it your 30 second hair.
That’s how long it will take you to have beautiful hair.
Call today for your free consultation.
Make your dreams come true!

125 Hair Styles Unlimited

$

WIG #1655

464-5949 • 3635 Florida Avenue

While you’re here…Register to win 2 tickets, all expenses paid trip to the 2007 Big Game

CALL YOUR THINNING HAIR SPECIALIST TODAY!
2000 Williams Blvd., Kenner

Terrific Toys make a Merry Christmas

AND
HOBBY CENTER

“LARGEST SELECTION
IN METRO
NEW ORLEANS”

• RC Airplanes, Cars & Boats
• Plastic Kits & Rockets
• Die Cast Cars
Rivertown’s Louisiana Toy Train Museum
Opening October 3

2000 Williams Blvd., Kenner 027 Freight Cars
Reg. $39.95
OPEN MON.-SAT. 10am - 6pm
466-8531
Sale $29.95
ALL HO
Trains &
N-Scale
Trains
25% OFF

We Sell Thomas
Die Cast and Wood
15% OFF
and Video Tapes

Air Brush
Sets

COMPLETE
TRAIN SETS
from $39.95

from

$29.95

The ONLY Authorized LIONEL & AMERICAN FLYER Service Center in KENNER
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Carpal tunnel syndrome
I have become weaker in my right hand
when lifting objects and opening jars. What
can I do to help relieve these symptoms and
regain the strength in my hand again?
Brittany in Kenner
By CRAIG GOODWIN
Dear Craig,
I recently started to notice tingling in my
right hand after using my mouse while
doing work on my computer. I also feel that

Dear Brittany,
It sounds like you are describing what is
called “Carpal Tunnel Syndrome.” Carpal
Tunnel Syndrome is a condition in the wrist
in which the median nerve of the forearm

Landscaping as usual…
WE ARE REBUILT!

We are open for business and hope
our old friends will come and see us.
CALL LYNN DIMM FOR AN ESTIMATE
PERSONAL SERVICE - SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

888-7517 or 468-5467
LYNN DIMM’S NURSERY
27 W. 27th Street • Kenner, LA

entering into the hand becomes compressed
in a tunnel area formed by the carpal bones
in the wrist and bounded by a strong ligamentous band. There are nine tendons
along with the median nerve that runs
through this tunnel, and pressure on the
nerve produces the numbness, pain, and
eventually, hand weakness that characterize
carpal tunnel syndrome.
There are many different causes of
carpal tunnel syndrome that include trauma
or injury to the wrist that causes swelling,
such as a sprain or fracture, and work stress
such as working on a computer or on an
assembly line.
Women are three times more likely to
suffer from carpal tunnel syndrome than
men, which could be attributed to a smaller
tunnel or passageway for the nerve and tendons to pass through. Symptoms of carpal
tunnel are usually first noticed at night
while sleeping and then with work related
responsibilities, and finally weakness is
noted with activities.
Treatment of carpal tunnel generally
involves resting the affected hand and wrist
for a period of two weeks while avoiding
activities that may worsen the symptoms
and immobilizing the wrist in a splint to
avoid further damage from twisting or
bending, especially at night while sleeping,
as the wrist is usually in a bent position
which puts stress on the carpal tunnel area.
Applying cold packs can help reduce the
inflammation to help reduce swelling. Your
physician can prescribe anti-inflammatory
medication or decide if surgical intervention may be necessary.

There are a few ways to try to prevent
carpal tunnel from occurring. Try to reduce
your force and relax your grip. Most people
use more force than needed to perform
many daily tasks involving their hands.
Take frequent breaks every 15 to 20 minutes and perform gentle stretching exercises for your wrist. Watch your form and
avoid bending your wrist all the way up or
down. A relaxed middle position is best,
and, when using your keyboard or mouse,
keep them at elbow height or slightly lower.
Improving your posture by not letting your
shoulders roll forward will help decrease
the stress on your neck and shoulder muscles and will help not to compress the
nerves in your neck area that affect your
hands. After your pain subsides, you can
begin grip strengthening exercises that will
help you build up your grip strength, allowing you to return to your normal activities.
Remember, prevention is the best way to
avoid the symptoms of carpal tunnel syndrome. H
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is
president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy, located at 3921 Williams
Boulevard with two other locations in
Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical School
Department of Allied Health, Department
of Physical Therapy, in 1987. Anyone who
has experienced an injury and would like to
find out why it happened and what can be
done to help restore normal function in that
area, can email the pro fessionals at
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

Workshop explains HPV vaccine
Tulane-Lakeside Hospital is hosting a
series of Women’s Health Workshops in
partnership with Jefferson Parish Library to
provide women with up-to-the-minute
healthcare information and expert medical
resources.
Each workshop will include a free bone
density and blood pressure screening for all
attendees and presentations will be followed by an open question and answer period with a panel of the presenters and other
Tulane-Lakeside Women’s Health professionals. Free workshops will take place
each month at East Bank Regional Library,
4747 West Napoleon Avenue in Metairie.
On Saturday, November 18 from 9:30
a.m. to 11:30 a.m., Dr. Rachel Reitan and
Dr. Joan Cheng will share information

%

about the HPV Vaccine, which is given to
help prevent cervical cancer.
“Many women put their family’s healthcare ahead of their own. This workshop
encourages women to take care of thems e l ve s ,” says Dr. Roberta Lottinger.
“Experienced Tulane-Lakeside physicians
are available to answer their health concerns in a comfortable setting.”
The programs are free and open to the
public and registration is not required.
Further information about this and
other library programs, activities and
exhibits is available on the library’s website
at www.jefferson.lib.la.us or by calling
Information Specialist Jim Davis at 8381100. H

CITY OF KENNER HOTLINE
Call 468-7200
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Considerations for joint
replacement surgery
By KEITH DARCEY
One of the fastest growing surgical options in the
United States is
joint replacement. The number of surgeries performed is expected to rapidly rise in the coming years.
More and more Americans are seeking hip and knee
joint replacement surgery as a way to alleviate pain and
to re-gain the ability to do certain activities. Although
replacing the entire joint is not the first line of treatment
that physicians recommend, it is becoming more widely
used as the medical procedures advance and the materials used to make the prosthetic joints improve.
When choosing a physician or hospital to have the
procedure, it is recommended that you inquire about
patient volumes for both the physician and the facility,
in addition to their success rates. Research shows that
there is a direct correlation between the number of procedures performed and the amount of post-operative
complications. The Journal of Bone and Joint Surgery
reported that surgeons and hospitals with higher volumes had a lower risk of post-operative events or complications. This leads to lower incidents of infections
and other serious adverse effects. Several studies recommend that a hospital should perform more than 100
hip replacements and over 200 knee replacements a year
while a physician should perform over 50 procedures a
year.
Causes of joint pain range from individual to individual, and are not specific to age groups. Often, the
surgery is viewed as something primarily geared to an
injury from sports or an accident. Patients with arthritis,
degenerative joint diseases and just the normal wear and
tear on the joints over time require replacement the
most.
One of the alarming trends noticed by orthopaedic
surgeons is the number of surgeries due to obesity. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates
that obesity in the United States has risen 23 percent in
the last decade. The extra weight puts increased pressure on the knees and hips, leading to a breakdown of
the joints.
“The result of the joint replacement surgery is a dramatic reduction, or even elimination, of pain these individuals may experience on a daily basis,” says Laurie
Norman, a registered nurse and the Orthopaedic
Clinical Educator for East Jefferson General Hospital.

“The quality of life goes up and they can participate in
activities they haven’t been able to do in years.”
Over 400,000 hip and knee replacements are done
annually, but prior to surgery your physician will examine your joint to determine the cause of pain or reason
for the limited range of motion. The examination may
include taking x-rays of your joint and performing an
arthroscopic procedure to look for damage to the joint
and tissue. To alleviate pain, your physician may also
recommend certain anti-inflammatory drugs, physical
therapy or walking aids.
If these treatments are not effective, a total or partial
replacement may be the next step. The procedure usually lasts about two hours and requires the patient to stay
three to five days in the hospital after the surgery. The
prosthetic joint that will replace the natural joint is usually made of certain types of plastics or metal.
“Many patients recover from the surgery beautifully,” says Norman. “Over the past two years we have
done over 1,100 procedures, and the success rate is over
ninety percent. Patients are out of the bed and starting
to walk the next day, and some doctors are getting
patients out of bed the day of surgery. After discharge
from the hospital, it is important to continue performing
the rehabilitation exercises and follow the schedule set
by the doctors.”
As with any surgery, Norman mentions that complication can occur. Patients should notify their doctor if
they experience increased pain, develop an infection or
have dislocation of the joint. A more serious complication is the potential for blood clots. To help reduce the
risk of blood clots it may be recommend that you get on
your feet as soon as possible, take blood-thinning medication your surgeon prescribes or exercise to increase
blood flow to the lower extremities.
The prosthetic joints being used can last between
fifteen to twenty years and may need to be replaced. As
patients who get the surgery are now younger than in
the past, the chance of needing this revision surgery
increases. H
Keith M. Darcey is a communications specialist
with East Jefferson General Hospital located at 4200
Houma Boulevard in Metairie. Darcey can be reached
at 889-7110 or at kdarcey@ejgh.org. East Jefferson
General Hospital, Louisiana’s first Nurse Magnet hospital, is a publicly owned, not-for-profit community hospital, providing care to the residents of the East Bank of
Jefferson Parish and surrounding communities.

Toy Train Museum
NOW OPEN
Climb aboard to experience this extensive collection of toy,
working model and visitor-activated trains.
Open 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. – Tuesday through Saturday
468-7231 • www.rivertownkenner.com

% OFF

% OFF

Includes custom design, mounting,
matting, glass and installation
with purchase of custom frame at
regular price. (up to 32”x40”)

PRE-FRAMED
ART

50 25
CUSTOM
FRAMING
SERVICES

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers
or prior purchases. Offer expires 11/22/06.

The Frame Shoppe
Custom Framing • Custom Mirrors • Museum Framing
Shadow Boxes • Wide Selection of Local Art
21 Years Experience • Delivery Available

Esplanade Mall

1401 W. Esplanade • Kenner • 464-4662

MANO’S HANDBAG BOUTIQUE

DESIGNER REPLICA HANDBAGS
L U G G A G E • WA L L E T S
7024 Veterans Blvd.

(corner David Dr. and Veterans Blvd. next to K-Mart)

Monday thru Saturday 10am - 6 pm

779-7800

It’s All About You!
The
Chic…
Boutique

Tuesday &
Saturday 10-6
Wednesday,
Thursday & Friday
10-7
4041 Williams Boulevard • Suite 6A
Winn-Dixie Shopping Center • 467-2558

SENIORS

• RETIREES • CAREGIVERS
Learn How to Legally Protect Your Life Savings
From Nursing Home Financial Disaster

FREE REPORT reveals how you can prevent losing your
pension, CDs, Social Security and other assets, even if
your loved one is already in a nursing home. Learn the
secrets that can protect your spouse, your parent or other
family members from losing it all. Stroke, Alzheimer’s
or other long term illness can wipe out the uninformed.
Call for FREE information.

1-800-646-1158
CALL TOLL FREE – 24 HOUR RECORDED MESSAGE
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Finding options in today’s healthcare system

By CHERYL SCHMITT
In an effort to offer information regarding healthcare options, we will be providing
a series of monthly articles focused on caring
for aging parents, being a caregiver and
explaining the benefits of hospice services.
So many are faced with the dilemma of navigating today’s complex healthcare system,
and must consider questions such as: Where
do I turn? What do I qualify for? What is the
most appropriate type of services for the
patient? What does all this cost? Since
November is National Hospice Month, information regarding the scope of hospice services will be given to address some of these
very same questions.
When you hear the word “hospice,” do
you picture a person ravaged by cancer, lying
in a bed awaiting death? That is what people
used to think of hospice. The addition of the
Medicare Hospice Benefit in the 80s began
changing the course of hospice care and the
prospect for quality end-of-life services for
everyone.

What is hospice? Hospice is a multifaceted approach to caring for the patient and
their loved ones when the focus of care
switches from curing an illness to providing
comfort and peace. It is palliative care
focused on symptom management, pain control and quality of life. The interdisciplinary
team is made up of the patient, their family,
their physician, the hospice medical director,
nurses, certified aides, social workers, a hospice chaplain, bereavement services staff and
non-medical volunteers. This team works
together to help the patient and family
achieve the goals they have set regarding
their desired level of care.
Today, hospice providers care for virtually any end-stage disease or condition.
Statistics indicate that only 40 percent of
hospice patients have cancer. Alzheimer’s,
congestive heart failure, emphysema, liver
disease and Parkinson’s disease account for
the growing number of hospice patients.
There are also those without a true “terminal
diagnosis” whose advanced age and medical
conditions combined paint a picture of someone nearing their end of life.
Hospice services are provided wherever
the patient lives: at home, in a nursing home
or assisted/independent living facilities.
Hospice provides care regardless of the
patient’s age or resources. Medicare (Part A)

Personal Touch…
PricesCan’t BeBeat !
F R E E

E S T I M AT E S

Carpet • Wood
Ceramic • Granite
Marble • Laminate
Guaranteed
Installation

50

$

OFF

Purchase of
$750 or more
Installation
Required
MENTION THIS AD

Muller’s Flooring Solutions
Family owned and operated

3712 Williams Blvd.

•

Next to Helm Paint

469-9500

and Medicaid cover hospice services, equipment and medication (related to the hospice
diagnosis) at 100 percent with no cost to the
patient or family. Most insurance companies
have a hospice benefit to cover services at
this time of need as well.
Please look for upcoming information on
grief and bereavement support during the
approaching holidays, meeting hospice criteria, the Medicare Hospice Benefit, homecare

options, appropriate living arrangements and
frequently asked questions about hospice. H
Cheryl Schmitt is a hospice services consultant for Hospice Care of Louisiana with
over 10 years of hospice experience in educating healthcare professionals and the community on the benefits of hospice services.
For more information contact Hospice Care
of Louisiana at 834-1655.
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Amendments, a runoff, and congressional
races await Kenner voters on November ballot
By TROY BROUSSARD
In addition to selecting their next congressman on November 7, when Kenner voters
head to the polls they will also find up for
consideration eight constitutional amendments and, in some precincts, a school board
runoff. For more information on exactly what
you can expect to see when you enter the voting booth, log on to the Louisiana Secretary of
State’s website at www.sec.state.la.us.
Congressional races
In the 1st congressional district, incumbent Republican Bobby Jindal faces one
Libertarian challenger, Peter Beary, and two
Democrat opponents, David Gereighty and
Stacey Tallitsch.
A portion of Kenner’s Council District 1 will
be eligible to vote in the race for the state’s 2nd
congressional district where Democratic incumbent William Jefferson faces 12 opponents: Scott
Barron, a Democrat; Regina Bartholomew, a
Democrat; Eric Bradley, a Republican; State
Rep. Karen Carter, a Democrat; Troy “C” Carter,
a Democrat; Deven Collins, a Democrat; John
E d wards, a Democrat; Greg o ry Kahn, a
Libertarian; Joseph Lavigne, a Republican; M.V.
Mendoza, a Democrat; State Sen. Derrick
Shepherd, a Democrat; and Lawrence von Uhde,
a Republican.
A runoff in either of the two congressional races will be held December 9.
School Board runoff
In the race for Jefferson Parish School
Board, District 5, Democrats Alvin J.
Boudreaux and Cedric Floyd seek to fill the
seat which represents a limited portion of
south Kenner.
Constitutional amendments
With their heads likely still reeling from
considering the 13 amendments presented to
them on last month’s ballot, Kenner voters
will be asked to consider eight additional
amendments including the issue of whether
the seven separate assessors in New Orleans
should be merged into a single, parish-wide
office.
Amendment 1: A vote for would expand eligibility for a property tax assessment freeze to
certain current and former military members,

certain people with permanent and total disabilities and some of their surviving spouses.
A vote against would continue to allow only
those who are 65 years of age or older and
some of their surviving spouses to be eligible
for the property tax assessment freeze.
Amendment 2: A vote for would increase the
maximum amount of state oil and gas severance tax revenue a parish government could
receive each year from $750,000 to $850,000.
A vote against would retain the present limit
at $750,000 per parish.
Amendment 3: A vote for would exempt
from property taxes certain medical equipment leased for five years or longer to small,
rural nonprofit hospitals. A vote aga i n s t
would maintain a property tax exemption only
for medical equipment owned, not leased, by
small, rural nonprofit hospitals.
Amendment 4: A vote for would exempt
motor vehicles from municipal property taxes.
A vote aga i n s t would continue to allow
municipalities to levy property taxes on motor
vehicles.
Amendment 5: A vote for would grant a
property tax exemption for art placed on consignment. A vote against would maintain the
current property exemptions, which do not
include consigned art.
Amendment 6: A vote fo r would give the
Legislature specific authority to create new fami ly and juvenile judgeships. A vote against
would leave some existing family and juvenile
judgeships subject to legal challenge.
Amendment 7: A vote for would consolidate
the seven separate assessors in New Orleans
into a single, parish-wide office. A vote
against would maintain the seven separate
assessors in New Orleans.
Amendment 8: A vote for would establish the
Central Community School System, a new
public school district that would include four
public schools that are now part of the East
Baton Rouge Parish School System
(EBRPSS). A vote against would maintain the
status quo, and public schools in the Central
community would remain part of the
EBRPSS.
Amendment summaries provided courtesy of the Public Affairs Research Council of
Louisiana, www.la-par.org. H
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Tobacco products and oral health
By M. SUSAN M. FELDER, D.D.S.
What effects can smoking have on my
oral health?
• Use of any tobacco product can increase

your risk of developing oral cancer and
gum disease (periodontal disease).
• Tobacco products damage your gum tissue by affecting the attachment of bone and
soft tissue to your teeth. An example of the
effect is receding gums. A receding gum
line exposes the tooth roots and increases
your risk of developing a sensitivity to hot
and cold, or tooth decay in these unprotected areas.
• Smoking can delay healing after a tooth

St. Jerome Knights of Columbus

HALL RENTAL

Wedding Receptions • Baby or Bridal Showers
Dances • Sweet 15s/16s & Surprise Birthday Parties
Meeting Room Available
Appointments available for viewing 7 days a week
We’ll
We’ll Customize
Customize a
a Package
Package
to
to Suit
Suit Your
Your Budget!
Budget!

50 OFF

$$

on a Full Rental
Full Service Catering Available
3310 Florida Ave. • 504/469-6736

extraction or other oral surgery.
• Smoking also can contribute to bad
breath, stains on your teeth and tongue and
a build-up of tartar on your teeth.
Are cigars a safe alternative to cigarettes?
• Cigars are not a safe alternative to cigarettes. Even if you do not inhale cigar
smoke, you are still at risk for oral and pharyngeal (throat) cancers.
• Like cigarette smokers, cigar smokers are
at increased risk for periodontal (gum) disease, a leading cause of tooth loss.
• In addition to the health risks, cigar
smoke (and cigarette smoke) can cause
staining of the teeth and tongue as well as
bad breath.
Are smokeless tobacco products safe?
• Like cigars and cigarettes, smokeless
tobacco products contain a variety of toxins
associated with cancer. At least 28 cancercausing chemicals have been identified in
smokeless tobacco products.
• Smokeless tobacco can irritate your gum
tissue, causing it to recede or pull away
from your teeth. Once this gum tissue
recedes, the roots of your teeth are exposed,
increasing your risk for tooth decay. The
roots of your teeth also may become sensitive to hot and cold or other irritants, which
means you could experience some discomfort when eating or drinking.

• Sugars, often added to enhance the flavor
of smokeless tobacco, can increase your
risk for tooth decay. Smokeless tobacco
also typically contains sand and grit, which
can wear down your teeth.
What are some signs of oral cancer?
Signs and symptoms that could indicate
oral cancer include:
• any sign of irritation, like tenderness,
burning or a sore that will not heal;
pain, tenderness or numbness anywhere in
the mouth or lips;
• development of a lump, or a leathery,
wrinkled or bumpy patch inside your
mouth; color changes to your oral soft tissues (gray, red or white spots or patches),
rather than a healthy pink color; difficulty
chewing, swallowing, speaking or moving
the jaw or tongue, or any change in the way
your teeth fit together.
See your dentist or physician if you
notice any of these changes.
The preceding article was based on information obtained from the American Dental
Association’s website at www.ada.org/public/topics/tobacco_faq.asp. H
Susan M. Felder D.D.S. is a general
dentist who has practiced continuously in
north Kenner for over 27 years. Dr. Felder’s
office is located at 4134 Florida Avenue,
Suite 101.
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on growth delay in children
Tulane-Lakeside Hospital is continuing
its popular series of pediatric care workshops in partnership with the Jefferson
Parish Library. Free workshops for parents
and educational crafts for kids take place
the first Saturday of each month at the
Children’s Department of the East Bank
R egional Library located at 4747 West
Napoleon Avenue in Metairie.
The next workshop, “Short Stature and
Growth Delay in Children,” will be presented by Meera Ramayya, M.D., from
10:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. on Saturday,
November 4.
During the presentation, members of
the Child Life Center from Tulane Hospital
for Children will lead children in activities
to emphasize developing a healthy self
image.
“The Tulane-Lakeside parenting workshops are a fun way for parents and their
children to learn about and discuss pediatric medical care questions in a comforta ble setting,” says Dr. William Gill of
Tu l a n e - L a keside Hospital. “Our ex p e r ienced physicians and child development
specialists are thrilled to make this program
available to the community.”
The programs are free and open to the

public and registration is not required.
Further information about this and
other library programs, activities, and
exhibits is available on the library’s website
at www.jefferson.lib.la.us or by calling
Information Specialist Jim Davis at 8381100. H
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Golf tournament will raise funds for numerous Kiwanis projects
The 14th annual benefit golf tournament sponsored by the Kenner North and
Moisant Kiwanis clubs is scheduled
Monday, November 20 at the Chateau Golf
and Country Club in Kenner.
The 18-hole tournament is the primary
fund raiser for the clubs’ numerous youth
and community projects. It is being count-

ed on even more this year because Katrina
forced cancellation of the 2005 tournament, reducing club resources drastically.
Youth and community services provided by the clubs include:
Hearing aids for needy persons
Support for Covenant House and Angels
Place

College scholarships and leadership camps
for high school students
Carnival stands and functions for the elderly and special kids
Meals for parents and children staying at
Ronald McDonald House
Support for Kids Kicking Cancer
Sponsorship of Key Clubs at four East

Jefferson high schools, plus Builders
Clubs at middle schools and K-Kids
clubs at elementary schools
Assistance for battered women and their
children
Support of numerous programs for needy
children around the world through the
Kiwanis International Foundation
The clubs also provide volunteers yearround for a wide variety of other youth
and community service functions
For additional tournament information
contact Bill Donnaway of the Moisant club
at 457-4551 or Al Aparicio of the Kenner
North club at 883-4111.
Entry fees for the tournament are $100
per playe r. Sponsorships start at $100.
Applications for both are available on the
Kenner North website at www.kennerkiwanis.org.
The Kenner North Kiwanis club meets
at 7:00 a.m. on Thursdays at the Radisson
Hotel in Kenner. The Moisant club meets
on Tuesdays at Metairie Manor, also at
7:00 a.m. H

Vitter and Landrieu
to speak on
Lake Pontchartrain
Barrier Plan
The general membership meeting of
Citizens For A Safer Jefferson will be held
on Monday, November 6, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.
at the Balcony located at 4738 Utica Street
in Metairie. Guest speakers will be
Senators David Vitter and Mary Landrieu
speaking on the Lake Pontchartrain Barrier
Plan. The public is invited to attend.
For more information call 455-7974. H

Need a speaker for a
classroom or civic group?
FREE INFORMATIVE
ENTERTAINING
WORTHWHILE
30-45 minute presentation
For groups of 5 to 50 LPBF
is available to talk to civic, business,
scouts, schools and parent groups.
Call JoAnn Burke
Education Department
Lake Pontchartrain Basin
Foundation
www.saveurlake.org
836-2238
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Is it better to buy or rent?
By LINDA R. MARTIN
The market
is ripe for buyers right now.
Interest rates,
although
slightly higher
than this time
last ye a r, are
still at an alltime low, and
the National
Association of
Realtors® predicts that 2006 will be the
third all-time best year in real estate. So
naturally you should be telling your landlord “goodbye” and saying “hello” to your
dream home, right? Not so fast. Certainly,
owning your own home has its benefits.
But, is the dream of homeownership really
one you should pursue? It all depends on
your circumstance and needs.
Buying a home is a large investment,
possibly the largest purchase you’ll make.
So, careful deliberation should be made
when deciding which is better for you: renting or buying.
One advantage to being a renter is that
your monthly costs are fixed. There’s also
little to no responsibility for maintenance
of the property. And, it’s easier to pick up
and move to another location. However, the
disadvantages are that your rent typically
increases each year and there is no guarantee that your lease will be renewed. In addition, you don’t earn any equity nor will you
reap the tax advantages of owning.
As a homeowner, you have the benefit
of security and stability, as well as the freedom to decorate and remodel. Your property also builds equity and you get the tax
benefit. However, when the central heating
unit breaks or the roof needs replacing, the
repairs are your financial responsibility.
And, there is always the possibility of losing
on your investment if property values go
down.
One tool you can use in your analysis is
a “rent-vs-buy” calculator that you can find
on real estate company websites. These cal-

Not 1,000
Not 5,000
Not 10,000
Not 15,000

culators allow you to compare the costs of
renting and buying. In some cases the
amount you spend in rent may be about the
same or less than you would pay on a mortgage. However, the tax benefit from owning
the home may provide significant savings.
You also need to decide if you can really afford homeownership. If you are on a
tight budget it may not be wise to have the
added pressure of maintenance costs, property taxes and insurance. If your credit rating is in need of repair, or you have a high
debt to earnings ratio, now may not be the
time to purchase a home. Although you
may find a lender, your loan may be at a
much higher interest rate using a sub-prime
lender. You might be better off taking
another year to build your credit score and
decrease your debt.
Besides costs, another factor to consider is how long you plan to reside in the
home. When you purchase a home, there is
a substantial initial investment including
the down payment, closing costs, and renovations. It typically takes between five and
seven years to recover your initial costs.
And depending on your loan payments, it
may take a few years before you begin to
see a return on your investment.
Your lifestyle also makes a difference
for whether you should rent or buy. Will
you be able to afford the type of property
you want and continue to enjoy the lifestyle
you have? Are you starting or changing
careers or are you perhaps in a job that
requires you to move frequently?
Although homeownership has its benefits, make sure it’s the right fit for you
depending on your financial and personal
situations. H
Linda R. Martin is the branch manager
of the Prudential Gardner Realtors’
Williams Boulevard branch and can be
reached at 443-6464 or lmartin@prudentialgardner.com. Prudential Gard n e r
Realtors is an independently owned and
operated member of Prudential Real Estate
Affiliates, Inc, a Prudential Financial comp a ny. Prudential Gard n e r ’s website is
www.prudentialgardner.com.
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What you should know about buying investment real estate today

By JAMES L. MELCHERS
Are you considering buying real estate
to repair and flip or to repair and hold? How
the title is held is of major importance.
Many homeowners and business owners,

especially seniors, whose properties were
seriously damaged or destroyed by the hurricane, are electing not to repair or rebuild
their homes and commercial properties.
This has created a market for individuals
who are buying these properties at discounted prices and/or repairing and rebuilding them. Many of the properties are being
purchased by individuals from different
professions – such as attorneys and/or doctors partnering with contractors or contractors partnering with other service industries

(corner of Williams & Joe Yenni)

ON THE GRILL!
10 oz. BURGERS
Full Menu 11 a.m. - till

•

HAPPY HOUR
EVERYDAY!
11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Live Weekend Bands

November
November
November
November
November
November
November

3
4
10
11
17
18
25

The Blackend Blues Band
The Gas House Gorillaz
Play Time
Desire Street
Wise Guys
The Po Boys
Kan Dee Side

466-4069

10-2
10-2
10-2
10-2
10-2
10-2
10-2

such as plumbers, electricians, air conditioning and heating contractors, etc.
Some of the properties are being
acquired as investment properties to be
held, whereas others are being repaired or
rebuilt and sold at hefty profits. When purchased, how should these properties be
acquired – individually or in an entity such
as a limited liability company (LLC)?
Some of these properties are being purchased by persons in their individual capacity. The bulk of the properties are being
purchased by an entity such as a limited liability company. The property is purchased
and owned by the LLC and the individual
members have designated percentage interests. The operating agreement of the LLC is
an extremely important document. It is executed between the individual members and
the percentage ownership of each individual is specified. In an acquisition by several persons individually without the benefit
of an entity such as the LLC, the individuals become co-owners of the property. So
why is this important?
Well, there are major differences in
these two types of acquisitions of property
which is illustrated by the following examples.
Example No.1:
Jack, a contractor, and John and Mary
buy an office building for $200,000 which
pre-Katrina was worth $1 million. As coowners, each individual has an undivided
one-third interest in the whole of the property. As co-owners each individual has an
absolute right to partition or divide the
property. If the property can be split into
three portions, that is what occurs. This is
known as a “partition in kind.” If the property can not be partitioned in kind the individuals have an absolute right to have the
property sold and the net proceeds of the
sale divided in three equal ways among the
co-owners. The property can be sold by the
individuals, outside of the court system.
However, if they can’t agree to such a sale,
the property will be sold through the court
at a public sale.
This mode of acquiring the properties
can give rise to serious consequences
which don’t have easy solutions. Of course,

FOOD BANK

(continued from page 1)

Medical Center- Kenner, Paolo Zambito,
R.N., said that Ochsner is proud to give back
to the community in such a way.
“Certainly it is Ochsner’s pleasure to do
its part to help take care of those in need,”
Zambito said. “This hospital has a history of
involvement with other local programs, such
as Kenner Cares, and we realize the importance of continuing our participation in these
types of activities in the future.”
For more information on donating food
items, including larger donations, call
Kenner Food Bank Supervisor Diane Plauche
at 468-7204. H

when people buy with co-owners they
expect to be able to settle any differences
amicably. However, life experiences tell us
that many times people who thought they
would always agree, rarely do and especially when it involves money and/or property.
Also, in this type of acquisition the
individuals’ personal assets are not protected in the event of a lawsuit and a judgment
against the individuals. Therefore, yo u
could lose your personal assets if you were
sued on this investment property. You are
not protected!
Example No. 2:
Tom, Dick, and Harry purchase an
office building for $200,000 which preKatrina was worth $2 million. Tom, Dick
and Harry do not acquire the property individually, as their attorney set up an LLC
with an operating agreement to take receipt
of the damaged/destroyed property. The
LLC owns the propert y. The operating
agreement for the LLC spells out the percentage of ownership interest of each of
Tom, Dick and Harry. They are known as
members. The operating agreement also
provides what percentage interest is
required by its members to sell the property, generally a majority or two-third vote is
required for approval. The LLC owns the
property, therefore, the LLC sells the property and proceeds are split between the
members based on the ownership interest
of each member. Also the individual members do not have a personal liability in the
event of a lawsuit where the LLC loses. The
members’ of the LLC personal assets are
protected.
In conclusion, the acquisition of postKatrina properties should not be as co-owners in light of the consequences described
above. It is recommended that individuals
who plan to acquire post-Katrina properties
as investments, to hold or resell, seek the
advice of an attorney and an accountant to
determine how the properties should be
acquired. H
James L. Melchers is the senior attorney at Melchers Law Firm, located at 909
West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and the
firm’s primary areas of practice are estate
planning, wills, trusts, successions, real
estate, corporate law, and personal injury.
Melchers can be reached at 467-1092 or
visit the website at www.melcherslawfirm.com.
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Kenner athlete continues 100 year family legacy at Tulane
doorstep of the uptown campus.
This past August, a perfect storm of
Like most young men and women con- events occurred that led to the high school
sidering their future, college bound athlete senior’s reconsideration of her father’s alma
Caitlin Cleveland says that she initially mater, including what she perceived to be a
tuned out her father when he tried to per- great women’s team on the horizon that
included former
suade her to go
AAU teammate
to his school of
Ti ffa ny Aidoo,
choice – Tulane
who also comUniversity. Even
mitted to Tulane
within one year
that month.
of becoming a
In ultimately
freshman, and
accepting a full
with prospects
scholarship to
of playing basTulane
in
ketball at out of
O c t o b e r ,
state
schools
C l eveland will
including
become
the
Vanderbilt and
fourth generaPrinceton, the
tion of her familifelong Ke n n e r
ly to attend that
resident says she
Lifelong Kenner resident and Mount Carmel athlete
was uncertain Caitlin Cleveland recently committed to playing women’s university on an
athletic scholarthat she wanted basketball for Tulane University. Cleveland, displaying
ship. Caitlin joins
to stay in New Tulane athletic letter sweaters belonging to her father,
gr e a t - g r a n d faOrleans.
grandfather and great-grandfather, continued a 100
“My dad was year family tradition by accepting a full scholarship to ther Carl E.
Woodward, who
300 percent in play for the Green Wave.
first played for
favor of me
going to Tulane, so I had to be 300 percent Tulane back in 1907, followed by grandfanegative against it. Even when I went for ther Murray F. Cleve l a n d, Sr., and her
my unofficial visit, I asked myself ‘Am I father, Carl W. Cleveland, who played for
really considering going here – the place the Wave from 1961-1963. In addition,
Cleveland says yet another tie exists to the
where my dad pushed for me to go?’”
But Cleveland, a high school basketball university, as her great-great-grandfather
guard who came up through the ranks play- and great-great-uncle, William and
ing for the AAU Kenner Angels and, more Ellsworth Woodward, also were involved
recently, Mount Carmel Academy, says that with the inception of Tulane’s schools of art
her father Carl was persistent in brain- and architecture.
It appears that the future Tulane freshstorming ways that could lead her to the
By TROY BROUSSARD

man is ready to take on both the athletic
and artistic aspects of her family’s legacy
next fall, as evidenced by a recent interest.
Although she has spent the majority of her
high school years rotating between volleyball, basketball and track, Cleveland said
that she joined the Mount Carmel school
newspaper as a news and sports editor this
year, and may ultimately decide to pursue a
degree in English or journalism. When
asked if she has thought about what it will

be like to continue at an institution that
contains over 100 years of her family history, Cleveland responded,
“I never met my grandfather or greatgrandfather, but obviously there is a connection. I think that I will have a sense of
them there.” No doubt her dad is well
pleased.
Caitlin’s father, Carl Cleveland, was a
Kenner Star columnist until his passing this
past July. H

IN MEMORY OF ROSS D. MARTIN
5/3/48 – 10/12/06
On behalf of our staff and family,
thank you for your codolences and support
– Ross Martin
4041 Williams Blvd. • Kenner Winn Dixie Marketplace
Corner Vintage and Williams Blvd.

461-0433

Wireless Internet

ELECTION
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VOTE!
See page 14 for more info

3632 Florida Ave. • Kenner
466-3625
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Removing an interior wall
By DAN DORMADY
I often have the opportunity to work
with clients who are remodeling their
homes and would like to expand an area of
the house by removing an interior wall. Can

this be done safely? Where do you start?
What needs to be considered before removing the wall?
Taking down an interior wall, or removing a section of one, is a part of most major
remodeling projects. Over the years, many
homeowners break through a wall in a little-used formal dining room to enlarge the
kitchen and create an open floor plan.
Sometimes homeowners desire the removal
of a wall between two small adjoining bed-

ITA LIA N, SEA FOOD,
& STEAK S

Offerings
OVERSTUFFED POBOYS AND MUFFALETTAS
Meatball
Veal Parmigiana
Italian Sausage

Ham & Cheese
Chicken Parmigiana
Shrimp, Fish, Oyster

MONDAY & TUESDAY: CLOSED
WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY:
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
FRIDAY:
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
SATURDAY: 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
SUNDAY: 11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

VIDEO

POKER

3525 Williams Blvd.
(1 block North of West Esplanade)

466-5550

rooms to transform these rooms into a single, large master bedroom suite. And, of
course, exterior walls sometimes need to be
removed for the construction of an addition
in order to help integrate the new space
with the old.
Some walls can be removed without
much difficulty. Interior walls that run parallel to floor or ceiling joists generally do
not bear the weight of upper floors or the
roof, and can be removed completely. But
all exterior walls and most walls with ceiling joists or beams resting on their top
plates are structural or load-bearing walls.
If one of these walls is removed, a modification such as the addition of a beam must
take its place to support the weight above.
Before tearing out an interior loadbearing wall, the contractor should construct a temporary wall to carry the load
until the new beam is in place. If the opening is 10 feet long or less, a beam can typically be fabricated on site from two-by-four
lumber and plywood. The depth of the
beam is critical, and remodeling contractors rely on span tables in the building code
to specify the right size.
For longer spans, engineered beams are
recommended. There are two basic types.
“Glulam” beams are made from lengths of
solid lumber glued together; they can take a
stain and varnish finish. Laminated veneer
lumber (LVL) beams are made from wood
veneer, and are usually covered with drywall or solid wood for the sake of appearance. Engineered beams are manufactured
by several different companies, and information on them is readily available on the

Internet. When selecting a contractor for
your project, I recommend you ask them if
they have experience working with engineered beams.
When removing a wall, it is often best
to leave a short section of the wall in place
on either side of the new opening. This
makes it a lot easier to install the new
beam, and it also creates a bit of a corner
for placing chairs, cabinets and other furniture or decorating elements. Whether the
wall is completely or partially removed, the
demolition work is messy, so the area
should be isolated with plastic sheeting.
And one thing that few people plan on is
the void in the finished flooring that’s
revealed when the wall comes down. It has
to be patched, or a whole new floor has to
be part of remodeling plans.
Consulting with a licensed professional
engineer who is experienced in residential
construction and remodeling is recommended for this type of project to ensure
that the structure of the house will not be
compromised by the remodeling plans. H
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector (LSBHI #10273) and the president of
Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally
owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection services. Dormady can be
reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady
Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Saints
Game Schedule
November 5
Tampa Bay/Away

December 10
Dallas/Away

November 12
Pittsburgh/Away

December 17
Washington/Home

November 19
Cincinnati/Home

December 24
N.Y. Giants/Away

November 26
Atlanta/Away

December 31
Carolina/Home

December 3
San Francisco/Home
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Sweet Simplicity

Thanksgiving in the Cleveland home

Unique Affordable Gifts for Everyone

By JOEY CLEVELAND
I sincerely believe that
things work out for the best
for us when we place our
trust in the Lord and ask for
and seek His guidance when
making decisions in our lives,
large or small. In this month
of Thanksgiving, I am particularly grateful that the search
for the right college for
youngest daughter, Caitlin,
has come to a happy conclusion. It has been a very
intense, confusing, overwhelming, and time-consuming
process, but I started off by asking the Lord to direct our
path (Proverbs 3:5-6) and to help us find the best fit for
her.
For years Caitlin has hoped to play college basketball. The Ivy League schools that tried to recruit her
were very persistent, but after hours of phone calls with
the coaches and finally a very detailed financial form
that we filled out, it turned out that we weren’t poor
enough to go to any of them. We learned that Ivy
League schools do not award merit-based scholarships,
only needs-based ones, and so that ended the entire
affair with those schools that I felt were too far from
home anyway.
We liked Vanderbilt University, and we made an
unofficial visit there to speak with the women’s basketball coaching staff last spring. Another daughter had
graduated from Vanderbilt on an academic scholarship,
and we felt comfortable with the school and with
Nashville. The coaching staff told us they had already
offered scholarships to two other girls who played
Caitlin’s position, and eventually one of the other girls
accepted. The field was narrowing.
Another school that recruited Caitlin was so persistent that I think they deserve an award. For weeks it
seemed we got three pieces of mail a day from them.
Their biggest expense has to be postage! Samford
University in Birmingham, Alabama is an excellent
small Baptist school set in beautiful green rolling hills
with manicured lawns and an endowment for the flowers to be changed out seasonally! They have a fantastic
women’s basketball coaching staff, and the head coach
is so nice that I’m sure he teaches Sunday school at his
Baptist church. (He’s also really handsome, which is
another recruiting trick.) The school is pretty tightly
run: mandatory class attendance, MTV is censored on
campus, and no alcohol consumption by athletes at any
time during the athletic season. There is tight control of
the campus environment which most parents appreciate
to help keep their precious fledglings safe from harm,
but the majority of kids have a different take on that.
Caitlin was very candid with the head coach in our
final meeting with him as our official visit was drawing
to a close. She, like most typical high school seniors, is
looking forward to having greater freedom when she
goes to college, and so she told him that, in essence, she
had been raised in a conservative home, had gone to a
conservative grammar school and high school and wasn’t looking forward to going to a conservative college.
He and I looked at each other, and we burst out laughing. He understood what she was saying, but told her
Samford wouldn’t be changing anytime soon (established in 1841) and that he didn’t make the rules. Two of

Samford’s coaches came for dinner at our house a few
weeks later, but by that time Caitlin told them she was
seriously considering another school. I’ll miss seeing
that cute Samford coach.
Our official visit at Tulane just felt right from the
beginning although I admit I had a serious headache the
first night because Carl wasn’t there to share it with us.
Carl had been pushing Tulane, his alma mater, on
Caitlin for a long time which is, of course, why she had
initially resisted it. Since Carl’s death, she was freer to
make her own choice. Caitlin’s AAU coach, Alan Frey,
was recently hired as an assistant coach for Tulane’s
women’s basketball staff, and her AAU teammate,
Tiffany Aidoo, with whom she has played basketball for
seven years, had already verbally committed to play for
them. Tiffany and her parents accompanied us during
the entire official visit, and both girls spent the two
nights of the visit in the dorm, each staying with a different player. We all had dinner together at a restaurant
one night, and then attended a Tulane football game
together at the Superdome the next. On Sunday morning, Coach Frey, Coach Stockton, the Aidoos, Caitlin
and I met for breakfast at an uptown neighborhood
restaurant for our final meeting. Coach Stockton had
previously made it very clear that they wanted Caitlin,
but they were still waiting on her response. There was a
definite feeling of anticipation in the air. Towards the
end of the breakfast Caitlin took a deep breath and
announced to the coaches and to me that she had decided to commit to Tulane. We all shouted “hooray,” and I
think Caitlin smiled a genuine smile of relief. I also
shed a tear because I knew how much this moment
meant to Carl. His hopes and dreams for Caitlin had
finally become a reality.
It’s interesting that some of us have to travel far
from home before we realize that what we were searching for was home. In pursuing a college choice, we
flung the doors wide open in consideration of all the
possibilities, but it wasn’t until the field had narrowed
that we knew, without a doubt, what the Lord wanted for
Caitlin all along. She’ll remain a hometown girl, and we
hope the hometown will come and support her and the
team in the future.
She’ll live on campus, but home will be only minutes away. I’ll get to go to the home games and perhaps
a road trip or two as well. My social life is set for the
next four years, and I know Carl has a perpetual smile
on his face as he watches from heaven. He may not be
sitting next to me at the games, but he’ll have the best
seat in the house! H
Joey Cleveland is the widow of Carl Cleveland, the
Kenner Star Faithwalk columnist from 1998 until his
death this past July. Joey Cleveland can be reached via
email at kenstarcwc@aol.com.
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UNIQUE GIFTS FOR

Christmas

402 Williams Blvd.

(across from Rivertown Museums)

469-3379

Tues. - Sat. 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Home Computer Slow?
First
New
Customers $
Visit

25 OFF

WE CAN HELP!

We specialize In Onsite Computer Service.
VIRUS PROTECTION & REMOVAL
SPYWARE REMOVAL • FIREWALLS
HOME & OFFICE INTERNET SHARING
NETWORKS • WIRELESS
SERVER & WORKSTATION • REPAIR & UPGRADES
DSL and SPRINT WIRELESS INTERNET

616-8030

Window Screens Made & Installed
PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
Pool Enclosures
Carports
Insulated Rooms
Replacement
Windows
• Gutters
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Patio Covers
Glass Rooms
Room Additions
Screened Rooms
Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

504-467-6998
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What every driver should know about tire pressure monitoring systems

By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
The United States government has passed
legislation that will eventually require all new
passenger vehicles to be equipped with tire
pressure monitoring systems.
What are the types of systems used? How
do they work? Which works the best?
Have you ever seen a vehicle with one or
more tires that appear noticeably low on tire
pressure? Didn’t you want to warn the driver
of the situation before a slight inconvenience
became a calamity? What if the vehicle with
the low tires is the one yo u ’re driving?
Wouldn’t you want to be warned?
Maintaining the correct tire pressure for a
vehicle is the variable in how much load its
tires can safely carry. The correct pressure
will carry the weight without a problem. Too
little tire pressure will eventually cause catastrophic tire failure.
Tires aren’t invincible. They are made of
individual layers of fabric and steel encased
in rubber. If a tire is allowed to run low on air
pressure, the rubber is forced to stretch

beyond the elastic limits of the fabric and
steel reinforcing cords. When this happens,
the bond between the various materials can
weaken. If this is allowed to continue, it will
eventually break the bonds between the various materials and cause the tire to fail. And
even if the tire doesn’t fail immediately, once
a tire is weakened it wont heal after being reinflated to the proper pressure. So if a tire has
been allowed to run nearly flat for a period of
time, the tire should be replaced, not simply
repaired or re-inflated.
Studies have shown that running tires
with too little air pressure is not uncommon.
It’s been estimated that about one out of
every four vehicles on the road is running on
under-inflated tires. This also means that one
out of every four drivers is needlessly sacrificing their vehicle’s fuel economy and handling, and reducing their tires’ durability and
tread life.
This has made tire pressure maintenance
an important safety issue throughout the
automotive industry. The U.S. government
has passed legislation that requires all passenger cars and light trucks below 10,000
pounds of gross vehicle weight to eventually
be equipped with tire pressure monitoring
systems. The main purpose of these systems
is to warn the driver if their tires are losing air
pressure, leaving the tires under-inflated and

dangerous. The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA) provides
vehicle manufacturers two options to comply
with the law. The first is to install a direct tire
pressure monitoring system that warns drivers when the air pressure in any of their tires
drops at least 25 percent below the recommended cold tire inflation pressure identified
on the vehicle placard or owner’s manual.
The second is to install an indirect tire pressure monitoring system that would warn the
driver when a single tire has lost at least 30
percent of its inflation pressure compared to
the other tires on the vehicle. The two systems have different wa rning thresholds
because the indirect systems cannot offer the
same information or accuracy of the direct
systems.
What’s the Difference?
Direct Systems attach a pressure
sensor/transmitter to each vehicle’s wheel
inside the tire’s air chamber. Because direct
systems have a sensor in each wheel, they
tend to generate more accurate warnings and
can alert the driver instantly if the pressure in
any one tire falls below a predetermined level
due to rapid air loss caused by a puncture. An
in-car receiver warns the driver instantly if
the pressure in any one tire falls below a predetermined level.
In the interest of providing a lower cost
Original Equipment system, indirect tire
pressure monitoring systems were developed
by vehicle manufacturers wishing to comply
with the law while minimizing development
time and cost. Indirect Systems use the vehicle’s antilock braking system’s wheel speed
sensors to compare the rotational speed of
one tire versus the others. If one tire is low on
pressure, it will roll at a different number of
revolutions per mile than the other three tires,
and alert the vehicle’s onboard computer.
Reading the same signal used to modulate
antilock braking systems, the vehicle manufacturers have programmed another function
into the vehicle’s onboard computer to warn
the driver when a single tire is running at a
reduced inflation pressure compared to the
other three.
Unfortunately, indirect tire pressure monitoring systems have several shortcomings.
Indirect systems won’t tell the driver which
tire is low on pressure, and won’t warn the
driver if all four tires are losing pressure at
the same rate (as occurs during the fall and

winter months when temperatures turn colder). Indirect systems generate frequent false
warnings. False warnings occur when the
vehicle is driven around a long curve that
causes the outside tires to rotate faster then
the inside tires, or when the tires spin on ice
and snow-covered roads. In both of these
cases, the false alarms would train the driver
to disregard the tire pressure monitoring system's warnings, negating its purpose completely.
With both systems, there is a concern
about the percentage of under-inflation that
the law permits before warning the driver. The
driver of a passenger car that calls for 35 psi
(pounds per square inch) may not be warned
about tire pressure loss until it drops to
between 24 to 26 psi depending on the type of
monitoring system used. Under the same circumstances, a driver of a light truck that calls
for 80 psi won’t be warned until between 56
and 60 psi remains. In both of these cases,
significant load capacity has been sacrificed
before the driver is warned. The only way to
overcome this obstacle would be to fit significantly oversize tires to every new vehicle that
could compensate for a 30 percent loss in tire
pressure before becoming overloaded.
Unfortunately, these larger tires will add to
vehicle weight, generate more rolling resistance and increase the vehicle’s aerodynamic
drag. This would result in a loss of fuel economy and increased gasoline consumption in
direct contrast to the government’s Corporate
Average Fuel Economy requirements for cars
and light trucks.
There is a concern that drivers of vehicles
equipped with tire pressure monitoring systems will become over-confident in the capabilities of their system and will be even less
likely to confirm their vehicle’s cold tire
pressure at least once a month with a pressure
gauge.
While the legislation is well-intended, it
does appear the direct tire pressure monitoring systems are the better means to warn the
driver of low tire pressure before inconvenience becomes calamity. H
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and
operated full-service tire and automotive shop,
located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner.
Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on
Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is
www.scottystireauto.com.

Emergency Contact Numbers
LA Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness
349-5360
www.ohsep.louisiana.gov
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
862-2201
www.usace.army.mil
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LOOKING FOR TWO AGENTS
WHO KNOW THEIR FIELD?
CALL US NOW AND GET A DEAL!!!

Too good to be true

By GLENN DOTTOLO
When mail service resumed in our neighborhood
after the storm, we were excited to again receive magazines in the mail. My wife was also excited to receive
catalogs, and there were even some catalogs that I
enjoyed reading. We were not pleased, however, to again
start seeing the credit card offerings.
According to the direct marketing statistics, the
average household receives 5.5 applications per month.
In order to distinguish themselves in this crowded market, credit card companies have come up with ever more
ingenious pitches to lure innocent consumers. One of
the latest offerings from a major New York bank offers
“no late fees” with the teaser, “Hey, no one is perfect, so
sign up for our card and we will waive the late fee. Pay
late if you want. It’s OK.”
The pitch gives the consumer permission to pay late
and even seems to say that late payments are expected –
after all everyone is busy. But, as usual, the devil is in

the details. First, to get the late fee waived you must use
the card every month. Second, and this is huge, if you
fail to pay on time the interest rate goes up to 30.74 percent – a rate that would be illegal if the bank credit card
company were located here in Louisiana.
So you get a new credit card and the nice folks are
kind enough to waive the late fees but now you are
stuck with a punishingly high interest rate until the balance is paid in full. It’s legal, but it sure seems like
entrapment to me.
Another version of the “no fee” program is offered
by a national non-bank issuer. No fees of any kind, late,
annual or over limit. But, and there is always a “but,” the
interest rate skyrockets to 28.74 percent if you make
even two late payments.
As usual the tempting headline is offset by the hidden hook.
If you are tired of receiving these offers you can opt
out by calling (888 5optout) or by going online to
www.optoutprescreen.com.
It’s a little bit of effort for a lot less junk mail. H
Glenn Dottolo, manager of Gulf Coast Bank &
Trust’s Kenner Branch Office on Williams Boulevard,
offers twenty-two years of full service banking to his
customers. Dottolo can be contacted at 565-3655. Visit

LISTING:
5713 & 5715 Constance (N.O.) - $299,000
6757 Bellaire Drive (N.O.) - $162,500
4 PLEXES FOR SALE (Kenner) - $325,000

LORI
PIGEON
HOWCOTT

WENDY
BELLACI
MALONEY

Realtor/Consultant Realtor/Consultant

FOR LEASE:
2445 Illinois Ave. (Kenner) - $1,350
3313 Marquette (Kenner) - $1,200
OWNER FINANCING:
3313 Marquette (Kenner) - $185,200

(504) 338-4965 (504) 909-8765
®

455-0100

M. Susan M. Felder, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY
4134 FLORIDA AVENUE, SUITE 101
KENNER, LOUISIANA 70065

(504) 469-6333
Office Hours By Appointment
Emergencies taken daily • New patients welcome.
Visa, Master Card, Discover Card accepted.

For a Happier

Thanksgiving
Angels’ Place is looking for Wal-Mart gift cards
in $10-$20 increments for their
families who are displaced or out of town.
Make your Thanksgiving happier by donating.
Angels’ Place is a non-profit organization that provides
respite and end-of-life services to terminally ill children and their families.

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941
Fax (504) 888-8120
SINCE 1978

450-1753

Angels Place
4323 Division Street
Suite 206
Metairie, LA 70002
www.angelsplace.org
455-2620

Carpet Cleaning & Restoration
Mold Remediation
Slab, ceramic, tile & grout cleaning and
disinfecting prior to floor installation
FREE ESTIMATES
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Hornets play pick six
By KEN TRAHAN
It is not quite the lottery but New
Orleans-area fans will be able to get a quick
fix of professional basketball through the
“pick six.” After hosting three regular sea-

son games at New Orleans Arena last season, New Orleans will see the Hornets six
times in New Orleans for the 2006-2007
season. The Hornets will play their home
opener here on November 5 against the
Houston Rockets. Other games to be played
in New Orleans include San Antonio on
December 14, Dallas on December 16,
Sacramento on January 26, Seattle on
February 23, and against the Lakers on
March 23.
Despite an unimpressive exhibition sea-

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

• Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast
at Salvatore Ristorante, 3226 N. Arnoult in Metairie.
Next meetings are at 7:00 a.m. on November 2, 16 and 30.
THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
For more information contact Randy Lovitt at 836-7136.

son, excitement and high expectations
await this year’s edition of the Bees. Start
with the returning rookie of the year Chris
Paul. Paul was simply brilliant a year ago,
averaging 16.1 points, 7.8 assists, 5.1
rebounds and 2.24 assists per game. His
play turned the Hornets into a respectable
team that even contended for a playoff
berth. David West was arguably the most
improved player in the league a year ago,
e m e rging with 17.1 points and 7.4
rebounds. The supporting cast will have to
grow around these stalwarts and, based on
off-season acquisitions, they have grown –
literally!
At 7’1” Tyson Chandler is a good athlete who will block shots. His offensive
game remains a liability but he provides a
long presence inside. The same can be said
for rookie draft picks Hilton Armstrong and
Cedric Simmons. Like Chandler,
Armstrong and Simmons are good athletes
who are excellent shot-bl o c kers though
challenged off e n s ive ly. Veteran Marc
Jackson may stick due to his knowledge of
the game and bulk that the other big men
lack. Though a bit undersized, Desmond
Mason returns at small forward. His ability
to run the floor and high-wire dunking
exhibitions can electrify both teammates
and fans. He is searching for consistency.
The same can be said for Rasual Butler,
who can fill it up some nights while disappearing on others. Fortunately, Butler will
have long-range shooting help from veterans Peja Stojakovic and Bobby Jackson.
Stojakovic brings three-point credibility to
the table. The expectations are high, as is
his paycheck. Jackson is a veteran who can
play either guard spot. His presence should
be a calming one. Jannero Pargo is a jet
who can provide depth and a change of
pace behind Paul.
Contending for roster spots at press
time were former LSU star Brandon Bass
and former Tulane starter Linton Johnson.
While having his moments, Bass has struggled a bit and quite obviously left LSU a
year too early while Johnson had one big
game a year ago and will press to make this
year’s squad at forward. On the outside

looking in is second round pick Marcus
Vinicius, who needs to get stronger.
Entering his third season, head coach
Byron Scott has the strongest hand he’s
been dealt since he took over his current
slot.
The temptation is to pick this team to
make the playoffs. It is possible. Of course,
the Hornets still reside in the very difficult
Western Conference where as many as 12
teams can make the case for eight playoff
spots. Ultimately, their destiny will depend
on several factors. One, will Stojakovic and
Bobby Jackson remain healthy? Two, can
Chandler find some offense to ke e p
defenders honest in the paint? And three,
Will Paul and West continue to improve at
a young stage of their promising careers?
The Hornets were challenged from the
perimeter a year ago with a poor shooting
team. With better shooters onboard, Paul’s
assist number should grow even more. Fans
should be more entertained by this year’s
edition of the Hornets. The biggest concern
continues to be the lack of an inside offensive presence though rebounding and interior defense should be improved.
The six home games in New Orleans
will set the stage for a full-blown return
home for the Hornets, barring another natural or man-made disaster, for the 20072008 season despite Owner George Shinn
and Scott being less than overwhelmed
about the prospect of returning here.
Instead of going for the lottery, pick the six
Hornets home games to prove Shinn and
Scott wrong and to help pave the way for a
successful return to the New Orleans area.
It will be yet another step on the road to
recovery and continuing proof to skeptics
that this community is growing and
improving, just like the Hornets continue to
grow and improve. H
Ken Trahan serves as sports director at
Biz Radio 990, WGSO-AM. Trahan is also
the general manager and chairman of the
b o a rd of the Saints Hall of Fame in
Kenner’s Rivertown, and maintains a prep
football website at www.neworleans.com.

OPEN TO PUBLIC
East Jefferson Levee District Monthly Meetings
Every second Tuesday of the month
10:00 a.m.
203 Plauche Court, Harahan

733-0087
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New IRA rules help retirees and seniors

By RONALD HAMPTON
Under the Pension Protection Act of
2006 there are several changes to IRA rules
which may benefit our readers.
First, if you leave your employer and

you had a tax sheltered annuity (typical for
teachers and government employees) you
can roll both the pre-tax and after-tax
amounts into an IRA. That way, the entire
account can continue to grow tax deferred.
Next, the strange requirement to first
roll your company account into a regular
IRA and then into a Roth IRA has been
dropped. Now you can roll it directly into a
Roth IRA. Of course, you still have to pay
the tax but the Roth will now grow tax free.
This takes effect in January 2008. And,

speaking of Roth IRAs, the $100,000
income limitation on conversions has been
repealed as of 2010 and also allows the
taxes to be spread over the next two years.
Here’s another silly rule that has been
made fa m i ly friendly. Prev i o u s ly, only
spouses as beneficiaries of a 401K could
roll the money into their own or an inherited IRA, but now a non-spouse beneficiary
can do the same thing. Of course if they
take possession of the money they must pay
the taxes. This rule is effective in January

H Gardening

2007. This also means that the old rule
requiring that Dad’s IRA money be distributed within five years of his death can be
ignored retroactively back to 2003. Now
the kids can roll the inheritance into their
own IRA.
And finally, income tax refunds from
2006 can be deposited directly into an IRA.
These are only the highlights of the
new rules, and you should be sure to seek
competent advice before acting on any of
them. H
Ronald Hampton is the principal of
Retirement Planning Associates located at
3500 North Causeway Boulev a rd in
Metairie. Hampton is a Certified Retirement
Financial Advisor™ and author of
“Retirement Land Mines and How to Avoid
Them”©. He can be reached at 1-800-5692902
or
ronaldghampton@cox.net.
Hampton’s firm is a participant in the Better
Business Bureau CARE program and is an
authorized representative of S.A.F.E.
Planning, a Medicaid planning practice.
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Horticulture hints for November
By LYNNE DIMM
Well,
I
think we can be
pretty sure that
there will be no
hurricanes this
ye a r.
Thank
goodness.
U n f o rt u n a t e ly,
m a ny of the
plants in even
the most cared
for gardens are still looking shaggy from
the beating they took last year.
It’s time to feed and winterize gardens
and lawns. The winterizer product sends the
roots deeper into the ground, preventing
harm from cold air and rain.
For lovely colors in your garden during
winter, now is the time to plant petunias,
kale, dianthus, snaps, pansies, alyssum and
violas. Another suggestion is to plant garden mums, one of the most beautiful fall
color plants. If you are a “purple” person,
you may like the effect of planting varieties
of pinks, purples, lavenders and white
together.
Most folks at this time of year like to
plant the colors of falling leaves found in
colder climates, such as yellow, orange, red,
rust and bronze in mixes of daisy-type and
plain flowers.
Remember, bedding plants planted in
the fall bloom in fall, winter and spring, a

long time for color from one planting.
For a change this year, why not pick one
range of color, such as red, and plant every
kind of plant for the season that comes in
red? Choices could be petunias, snap dragons, pansies, begonias, violas and dianthus.
Plant them in groups of six about two inches apart for a consistent color but with a
different texture.
Feed trees now by poking holes in the
ground around the perimeter of the tree and
filling with granules. Spikes can also be
used around the perimeter.
To achieve a layout pattern that makes a
nice show use alyssum for a border, plant
pansies in the center row and fill the back
row with tall snap dragons.
Check all shrubs for diseases and
insects such as scale, mites and lace bugs
and use Orthene and garden oil for an overall garden spray.
For vegetable lovers, now is the time to
plant sweet pea seeds.
Get out and enjoy the nice weather. It’s
wonderful to see my neighbors happily
tending their properties and glad to be
home to do it this year.
Happy Thanksgiving to all my faithful
readers. H
Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s
Nursery, LLC, located at 27 West 27th
Street, is a registered and licensed
Louisiana horticulturist and landscape contractor, is a wholesale grower of bedding

KENNER STHR
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plants and has over 30 years experience in
the industry. Lynne Dimm can be reached
via email at lynnedimm@yahoo.com or by
calling 468-5467.

Edward Nikolaus, Jr.
Owner

Over 25 Years Experience • Works With Any Insurance Company • Lifetime Warranty

WORLD CLASS COLLISION AND DETAIL CENTER
2835 Virginia Street

•

Kenner • 467-7775
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K-TV76
Kenner’s Government Access Television
AND MUCH MORE!

Featured Show of the Month
Saint’s Hall of Fame Luncheon
Joel Hilgenberg becomes the 34th person inducted
into the Hall and the late Bernard “Buddy D.” Diliberto
will receive the Joe Gemelli Fleur de Lis Award.

Also watch for these timely programs in November!!
Town Talk
Janet Gross discusses the local housing
market with two local realtors.

KPWA Monthly Meeting
Members hear from Public Outreach Coordinator
Talisha Dunn-Square about the plans to widen
the Huey P. Long bridge.

Airtrends
This informational program that highlights the
latest from Louis Armstrong International Airport
is now on KTV.

Hablemos Claro
Miguel Elias hosts this Spanish language program
that deals with issues important to the local
Hispanic Community.

For the most current program schedule, go to ktv76.com/program schedule.
Our website also includes information on how you can
acquire copies of any K-TV produced program. We appreciate and
encourage all comments and feedback about K-TV programs.
Call us at 504-466-3564 or email us at KTV76@kenner.la.us

Your opinion counts, Kenner…It’s your channel

H Latin American News H

English as a second language
By RAFAEL E. SADDY
I believe
that Hispanics, for the
most part, recognize that no
other country
goes out of
their way in
extending
o p p o rt u n i t i e s
and embracing a vast diversification of incoming cultures as does the United States. Most
Hispanics also recognize that speaking the
English language is a sign of respect for
their new country, helps them to appreciate
United States customs, and, most importantly, helps them understand the economics of living and working here.
For any culture, being a part of the U.S.
melting pot means that you adopt your new
homeland and assimilate its way of life,
even while maintaining your own traditions. So why, then, are some new residents
apprehensive about learning English as a
second language? I would suggest that
there are a few reasons.
First, in all fairness, English is a very
difficult language to learn. Second, learning a foreign language also takes a commitment of time and money. In spite of these
challenges though, Hispanics have shown
and continue to show that they are willing
to assimilate into their new home and they
start by speaking the language, broke n
English, and this is music to the ears of the
larger society. Why? Because when new
citizens take the time to learn and speak the
language, they are showing respect to this
country and respect to fellow Americans.
Learning to speak English is the best
thing a immigrant to the United States can
do to help incorporate themselves into their
new society, to begin a career, to meet people from different cultures, but most importantly, to be able to communicate effectively in their new country. In my experience,
Hispanics believe that immigrants have to
speak English to be a part of American
society and even more so that English
should be taught to their children. However,
for older Hispanics who, because of their
age, are finding it hard to master the
English language, and for those young
Hispanics that have recently immigrated to
the United States and are mastering the
English language, we must provide assistance to them in a bilingual format for them
to truly understand the laws and customs of
their new country.
Families with cancer
The American Cancer Society Patrick
F. Taylor Hope Lodge is a temporary lodging facility for cancer patients and caregivers who travel to New Orleans for treatment. The Hope Lodge offers free housing

and living facilities in a warm, caring, supportive environment, serving the unique
needs of its guests. The mission of the
American Cancer Society Hope Lodge program is to provide support for cancer
patients and their families. The Latin
American Civic Association of Louisiana
(LACAL) is teaming up with the American
Cancer Society to offer bilingual support in
Spanish for domestic and international
patients. For information 24 hours a day,
call 1-800-227-2345 or visit .
Safe Housing
New Orleans Area Habitat for Humanity
(NOAHH) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to eliminating substandard
housing and providing safe, decent affordable housing for all. Kara Steinman has
taken the responsibility of Latin Community
Outreach on behalf of (NOAHH) to inform
the community about housing opportunities.
For information call 861-2059.
Calendar of events
November 3: Town Hall meeting, “The
Role of the Media in the Hispanic
Community in Post-Katrina New Orleans,”
presented by Tulane University. Reception
at the Latin American Library from 5:30
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and followed by the town
hall meeting at 7:00 p.m. For additional
information and RSVP call 865-5681.
November 4: Home buyer training for
first-time home bu yers at the Hispanic
Resource Center, 4312 Florida Ave n u e ,
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Limited
space. Pre-registration required. For information call 464-6224.
N ovember 11: Community Seminar,
“Lidiando con la Época Navideña (Coping
with the Holidays),” presented by Hispanic
Business Resources and Te c h n o l og y
Center, 3315 Maine Avenue, Kenner. For
information call 469-7487 or 462-0459.
N ovember 17: Community Seminar,
“Medicare Pa rt D Fr e q u e n t ly A s ke d
Questions: Eligibility and Enrollment,”
presented by AARP Louisiana and the
Latin American Civic Association
(LACAL). The general community is invited and translation in Spanish will be available. For information call 464-4619.
November 18: LACAL civic meeting from
3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. For information call
464-4619.
I leave you with this thought: “The people who make a difference are not the ones
with the credentials, but the ones with the
concern!”
God Bless, and have a Happy
Thanksgiving. H
Rafael E. Saddy is president of the
Latin American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy at
sadd3143@bellsouth.net. Correspondence
for LACAL can be sent to 629 Carmenere
Drive, Kenner, LA, 70065.
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NFL YET flag football league
Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway and the Kenner
Police Department will join together with the Boys and
Girls Club of Southeast Louisiana, the NFL Youth
Education Town (YET) and the New Orleans Saints to
hold the upcoming NFL YET boys and girls flag football league. It will be the second time Kenner has hosted the program.
The league, which begins play on Saturday,
November 11, 2006, is open to boys and girls ages five

through 14. Age groups are five and six year-olds, seven
and eight year-olds, nine, ten and 11 year-olds and 12,
13 and 14 year-olds. All of the age groups will be coed,
with the exception of the oldest group.
“This is a great way for children and their families
to get involved in something positive and constructive,”
said Caraway. “It’s a program that builds self-esteem
through teamwork while teaching young people the fundamentals of football.”

Through the NFL YET program, community centers have been
built in several cities across the country. These facilities provide
sports and recreational activities, in combination with education,
in an effort to aid disadvantaged youth in their personal growth
and development.
To sign up, volunteer, become a sponsor or for more information contact the KPD Community Relations Division at 712-2294
or 712-2300. H

School safety tips
Recent acts of school violence remind us that our
schools are not immune to crime.
“Preventing school violence starts in your home,”
said Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway. “Talk to your
children and encourage them. This deters future crime.
Research shows that there is less crime in communities
that work together. Good parenting and Ke n n e r

Neighborhood Watch programs keep our community
safe from tragedy.”
The KPD has offered the following tips to help protect your school children:
• Make sure that firearms in your home are not loaded
and they stay locked away from your kids. Store keys
out of reach of children. Studies show that guns in the

Mayor Muniz to speak at KPWA meeting
The Kenner Professional Women’s Association
November meeting will be held on Tuesday, November
14, 2006 at the Radisson New Orleans Airport Hotel
located at 2150 Veterans Boulevard in Kenner. Kenner
Mayor Ed Muniz will be the featured speaker. KPWA
will be celebrating its 21st year as an organization at the
meeting.

Networking begins at 11:30 followed by lunch at
noon. The deadline for reservations is noon on Friday,
November 10, 2006. Advance reservations are required
and can be made by calling 962-3930.
KPWA is an association of professional men and
women and meets monthly. H

Ride the wave to rebirth and celebrate justice for all
Last year The Pro Bono Project, along with so many
New Orleans organizations, helplessly watched as
Katrina stole away not only the city, but the ability of the
non-profit community to raise the much needed funds to
operate the programs that support the city’s low income
residents. The Pro Bono Project was only a week away
from its annual fundraiser, the “Justice For All Ball”
when Katrina, then Rita, his the city. By the end of
September, The Project was up and running, with the
need for its services even greater because of the storms
and its resources scattered to the four winds. But like the
many resilient individuals, companies and organizations
– The Pro Bono Project began to bounce back and the
organization is here to stay. To celebrate that spirit of
community, reunion, and rebirth that it has experienced
firsthand it has announced its “2006 Justice For All Ball
– Ride the Wave to Rebirth.”
Serving this year as honorary co-chairs are local publishers Margo and Clancy DuBos – both strong supporters of The Project’s work. Moving to a new location and a
new date, the “Justice For All Ball” is scheduled for
November 10 at 8:00 P.m. a the Pavilion of the Two
Sisters in City Park. Ke rmit Ruffins and the BBQ
Swingers, as well as the Rites of Swing will entertain
party-goers. Fine restaurants of New Orleans will be providing food and beverage until wee hours of the morning.
Ball guests will be able to participate in the Ride the
Wave Raffle and Special Auction, with prizes donated by
local and non-local businesses and all proceeds benefiting The Pro Bono Project.
“This year’s theme ‘Ride the Wave to Rebirth’ highlights the efforts the legal community here and across the
country to make certain that pro bono civil legal services
continue to be available to the low income population of
the city. Although we were unable to hold last year’s ball,

the funds we raised initially helped us to get on our feet.
We were able to thank the many supporters from last
year’s event by holding the raffle for the many prizes that
had been donated for the ball at the annual volunteer
appreciation even in December of 2005. Without people
coming together and seeing the needs and the possibilities
– we wouldn’t be here celebrating this year,” explains The
Project’s executive director Rachel Piercey.
The Pro Bono Project is a non-profit organization of
volunteer lawyers who represent indigent clients in civil
matters and serves the metropolitan parishes of Orleans,
Jefferson, St. Bernard, St. Tammany and Washington. “In
spite of the loss of so many people from the city, our volunteer ranks have been supplemented and supported by a
steady stream of out of state lawyers and law students volunteering with our organization to provide services for
needy citizens trying to stabilize their lives. While the
usual mix of general civil legal issues continues to exist
for our clients, the storm has created additional legal complications and burdens, particularly in the areas of family
law and home ownership, so the need for funding and
community support is greater than ever,” explains Piercey.
Ball committee chair Mark Surprenant agrees.
“Without the funding that the “Justice For All Ball” generates for The Pro Bono Project, hundreds of area citizens
would be denied access to the courts. In this moment of
community spirit, rebirth and reunion, we urge all parties
interested in equality under the law to help ensure that we
come closer to the ideal of ‘justice for all’ in the greater
metro area by joining us a The Pavilion of Two Sisters in
City Park on November 10 at 8:00 p.m.,” said Surprenant.
Tickets to the “Justice For All Ball” are $100 per person. Complimentary parking is provided. Tickets may be
obtained by calling the “Justice For All” hotline at 5813480. H

home increase the chance of a homicide by three times.
• Teach your kids the importance of being drug free. Use of alcohol and drugs is linked with violence in schools.
• Make sure your children know that violence is not a way to solve
problems. Remind them of this when you watch TV and movies.
• Half of all students report being bullied at some time. •
Discourage name-calling and teasing in your children and teach
them to get adult help if they are bullied. Urge your children to
reach out to victims of bullies. Experts believe that feelings of
alienation among students are a contributing factor to violence in
schools. School shooters tend to be depressed and suicidal.
• Encourage your children to report unusual activities or behaviors
of their fellow students. Kids are often the first to see a potentially dangerous situation at school.
• Always report potentially violent situations in your neighborhood to the Kenner Police Department by calling 712-2200. H
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Armstrong International Airport
firefighters receive heroism award
for their incredible triage work in
days following Hurricane Katrina
By ALLAN KATZ

CHILDREN’S CASTLE • CANNES BRULEE NATIVE AMERICAN VILLAGE
MARDI GRAS MUSEUM • SCIENCE CENTER • OBSERVATORY
HERITAGE PARK • SAINTS HALL OF FAME • FINE ARTS GALLERY
PLANETARIUM AND MEGADOME CINEMA • THE TRAIN MUSEUM

MUSEUM HOURS: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday - Saturday

Children’s Castle
501 Williams Blvd. • 468-7231 #220
All performances are on Saturdays at 11:30 and 1:00 p.m.
NOVEMBER 4 – IRWIN ROYES
The World’s Smallest Magician
“Magic at the Castle”
NOVEMBER 11 – CALLIOPE PUPPETS
“The Sorcerer’s Apprentice”
Castle’s 10th Anniversary Celebration
Birthday Cake, Punch, Door Prizes
NOVEMBER 18 – STORYTELLER FRANK LEVY
Instant Theatre Production
“Goldilocks & the Three Bears”
NOVEMBER 25
Castle Closed
Christmas Village
Open Friday, November 24 in Rivertown!!!

•

Cannes Brulee Native American Village
303 Williams Blvd. • 468-7231 #220
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday-Saturday

NOVEMBER 4 – MARGO ROSAS, CHOCTAW/MEXICAN
Indian Corn Necklaces
Margo uses beautiful Indian corn to make necklaces.
She will help you make one and have some on hand for purchase.
NOVEMBER 11 – ROSE BEHAN, EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE
Pinch Pots
These little clay pots are fun to make,
the kids can make one and take it home with them.
NOVEMBER 18 – LORA CHAISSON, UNITED HOUMA NATION
Macheaux Corn
Lora will cook this Southeastern Louisiana Native American dish
over the open fire pit. Come try a sample!
NOVEMBER 25 – PARASMM DEA, CHEROKEE
Chokers and Dream Catchers
Parasmm will help you learn to make these two Native American
objects and tell you where they have their origins.
He will have some available to purchase.
Schedule subject to change without notice.

www.rivertownkenner.com

The Heroism Award of the nationallybased Aircraft Rescue Firefighters Working
Group has been presented to Armstrong
I n t e rn a t i o n a l
Fire
Chief
R i c h a r d
Blanchard in
r e c ognition of
the
courageous, steadfast role of airport firefi g h ters during rescue efforts foll o w i n g
Armstrong International
Hurricane
Fire Chief
Richard Blanchard
Katrina.
C h i e f
Blanchard, who has headed firefighting at
Armstrong International since 1992, said,
“This award honors every one of the 30 airport firefighters who jumped into the triage
work when more than 35,000 individuals, in
various stages of illness and injury, were
transported out of here over a six-day period
by aircraft. The patients were brought to the
airport by military, law enforcement and
civilian helicopters. In retrospect, this was
one of the greatest triage efforts in American
history. We certainly weren’t thinking about
that while it was all going on. People were
dying, babies were being born and the medical teams were saving lives, in some cases
bringing people back from near-death situations.”
Chief Blanchard says the effort at
Armstrong International is one of the great
yet-untold stories of Hurricane Katrina. “It
was total chaos at the airport, yet people
stepped up every minute doing something
heroic, yet it was hardly noticed at the time
because every crisis resolved was succeeded
immediately by another crisis waiting for
resolution,” said Blanchard. “The realization
hit us immediately that we were on our own.
E ve ry emergency response department
within miles was facing their own critical
life-and-death crises.”
Blanchard says that in hindsight, other
emergency response personnel might not
have been able to do much but remove bodies, assist with births and serve as stretcherbearers because they wouldn’t have known
anything about airport or aircraft procedures. “Monday morning quarterbacking
m a kes everyone an ex p e rt,” says Chief
Blanchard. “I say that if what we were doing
worked, then it was the right thing to do.
Sometimes, you can’t turn to a textbook
because there are no precedents for what
you’re dealing with. We did what we thought

at the time would be the best we could do
and, thank God, it worked.”
Adding to the crisis were the facts that
many of the airport firefighters knew their
homes had been flooded by Katrina and had
lost track of their families who had evacuated. “One of the great things was the way our
people stayed focused on the job at hand,
although we were all at some level despondent about the loss of our own homes and
were terribly concerned about our families
who were scattered to the four winds.”
In a scene that was never captured by
television cameras, the entire D Concourse
at the airport was turned into a triage area.
Patients lay in a sea of stretchers, hundreds
of elderly patients were placed in wheelchairs that lined the walls and those who had
to be moved were placed on baggage carts
so that they could be wheeled onto taxiways.
It was days later before help arrived. The
U.S. Air Force sent equipment and skilled
personnel expert in airplane loading and
movement. Volunteer doctors and nurses
arrived from many different states. The U.S.
Forestry Service arrived in force with
skilled, experienced personnel. “It was like
the cavalry arriving in the nick of time,” said
Chief Blanchard. “We had been living in the
same clothes we had on when Katrina
arrived, we had food and water shortages
and exhaustion was setting in.”
Chief Blanchard says that in his 38 years
as an airport firefighter, he has never seen
a nything like the Katrina emerg e n cy.
“During the week after Katrina hit, I daily
witnessed heroism of the highest order,”
says Blanchard. “Now, a year after Katrina,
we are incorporating the lessons learned
during the storm into our training.”
Besides Chief Blanchard, the Armstrong
International firefighters who won the
Heroism Award for their work in the hours
after Katrina include Captain Robert Sloan,
Captain Allan O’Keefe, Operator Scott
Zehner, Operator Glen Airhart, Operator
Paul Duplantis, Fi r e fighter Ralph Juno,
Firefighter William Burke, Firefighter Wade
Barrios, Fi r e fighter Mark Gru n b e rg ,
Fi r e fighter A n t h o ny Smith, Fi r e fighter
Philip Bonnee, Captain Walter Stutson,
Captain Peter Lindblom, Operator Alden
Banta, Operator David Decareaux, Operator
Russell Choina, Operator Shane Gressett,
Fi r e fighter Robert Newman, Firefighter
E d ward Gantt, Fi r e fighter Paul Hahn,
Firefighter Thomas Calamari, Firefighter
Bruce Hurley, Captain Robert Fluke r,
Operator Gary Simon, Operator Louis
Smith, Fi r e fighter Joseph Dominick,
Firefighter Castadera McGee, Firefighter
Irving Bubeck, Firefighter Thomas Jones
and Firefighter Lionel McCoy. H
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Children’s Castle celebrates ten years
Children’s Castle in Rivertown is celebrating its tenth birthday, but a year late, because of
Katrina. On Saturday, November 11, 2006, the
Castle will mark the occasion with birthday
c a ke, punch and door prizes. The Calliope
Puppets will be performing at the Castle for the
celebration with their production of “The

Sorcerer’s Apprentice,” highlighting a fun-filled
day.
The shows are at 11:30 a.m. and at 1:00 p.m.
Children’s Castle is located at 501 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner. Tickets are $3.50. Call
468-7231, extension 220 for reservations. H

KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD.
KENNER, LA 70065
504-443-5152

Saints tailgate party to be held in Rivertown
On November 18, 2006, from 11:00
a.m. until 4:00 p.m., a tailgate party will be
held to show support for the New Orleans
Saints football team. The “Saints
Experience” will also be set up in the parking lot located in the 400 block of Williams
Boulevard, providing fun for children of all
ages.

The Saints Hall of Fame Museum will
be open and Saints players will be on hand
to sign autographs and “tailgate” with fans.
Hot dogs, popcorn, nachos and drinks
will be available for purchase.
Admission for the event is $3 for adults,
$2.50 for seniors and $2 for children. H

KENNER’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!
Se habla Español

METAIRIE & WESTBANK LOCATIONS

Barefoot in the Park opens at RRT
Neil Simon’s classic romantic comedy,
Barefoot in the Park, directed by Gary
Rucker, opens Friday, November 2 at 8:00
p.m. at the Rivertown Repertory Theatre.
The play will run through November 19
with performances on Fr i d ays and
Saturdays at 8:00 p.m. and on Sundays at
2:30 p.m.
Ticket prices are $22 for adults, $20 for
students and seniors 55 and up, and $10 for

children ages six through 12. A pre-performance buffet catered by Messina’s is
ava i l a ble for $18 but reservations are
required. Call for group rates.
The theatre is located at 325 Minor
Street in Kenner’s Rivertown district. Call
468-7221 Tuesday through Friday from
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for tickets and
reservations. H

Saints Hall of Fame inducts
Diliberto and Hilgenberg

CENTURY
TITLE
RANDY LOVITT
Notary Public

“WE CLOSE REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS FOR YOU”

R E A L E S TAT E
TITLE TRANSFERS
Real Estate Sales, Mortgages,
Donations, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
• Expert Closing Assistance — In Operation over 12 years
• In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys — You’ll need this
• We keep you Informed — We return your Calls
• Our Costs are Competitive — Our Work is Accurate
One Lakeway Center
3900 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 605 • Metairie, Louisiana 70002

830-7979

TOP PHOTO: Master of ceremonies Ken Trahan, retired New Orleans Saints player Joel
Hilgenberg with his wife, Saints Vice President and owner Rita Benson LeBlanc and Saints Vice
President of Football Administration Ross Ball helped celebrate Hilgenberg’s induction into the
Saints Hall of Fame.
PHOTO AT RIGHT: In October, Joe Impastato presented Mike Diliberto with the Joe Gemelli
Lifetime Achievement award given posthumously to his late father, Bernard Diliberto, better
known as “Buddy D.”

FAX 831-2609
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On the war (chalking) path

By ED CLANCY
So I’m watching a “Gilmore Girls”
rerun a few weeks ago and I see the town
nerd, Kirk Gleason, walking down the
sidewalk carrying an open laptop computer in front of him. It seems that he was trying to find a wireless connection which
might be emanating from any of the homes
and stores on the block. He finally finds
one and sits down on the curb to conduct
business on the Internet.
That scene reminded me of my 20year-old daughter, who recently purchased
a Mac laptop complete with a wireless
card. Since I don’t “have wireless” on our
Internet set up, she has to walk around the
house, or even outside, to try and get a
“connection.” That is, she tries to find
households or businesses that have a wireless network so that she can piggy back on
the signal and get online. Another term for
this would be “freeloading.” While I had
seen my daughter search for a Wi-Fi signal, I had not seen anything about it on television, until “Gilmore Girls” (my favorite

show).
This scene so amused me I thought I
would call my friend Gerry McCann’s
radio show, “Living with Home
Electronics” on WIST-AM. I asked him
about the curious sight of people walking
up and down the sidewalks holding open
laptops in front of them like they were
divining for water. Gerry’s studio guest,
Tom Prough, a Microsoft engineer, spoke
up and informed me that the term for that
is warchalking. It’s basically the drawing
of symbols – in chalk – on sidewalks,
curbs or the walls of buildings where WiFi connections can be found. I was incredulous. Never heard of it before. And
there’s more. The term is derived from
wardriving, where people, instead of warwalking, get in their cars and drive around
looking for open signals, and when they
find one, get out and mark the sidewalk or
building with some warchalk.
So curious was I that I went online and
found out the following from
wikipedia.com:
“Inspired by hobo symbols, the warchalking marks were conceived by a group
of friends in June 2002 and publicized by
Matt Jones who designed the set of icons
and produced a downloadable document
containing them. Within days of Jones
publishing a blog entry about warchalk-

ing, articles appeared in dozens of publications and stories appeared on several
major television news programs around
the world.
The word is formed by analogy to
wardriving, the practice of driving around
an area to detect open Wi-Fi nodes. That
term in turn is based on wardialing, the
practice of dialing many phone numbers
hoping to find a modem. See also demon
dialing.”
The term “hobo symbols” – also something I never heard of – refers to the marks
hobos, or, to use a politically correct term,
“the homeless,” would make on sidewalks
in front of places where a fella could get a
good meal or a place to sleep.
Warchalking is not illegal, and not
really unethical, although wardriving used
to be for gathering cell phone numbers and
credit card information, and probably still
is.
Just as I am just learning about warchalking, I also learn that it apparently is
doomed. The ex p e rts say that it has
already passed its peak because the chalk
marks get wiped away, or, more probably,
washed away by the rain. I think it’s sad
because it’s such a romantic concept, sort
of like Diogenes and his lantern. I will
miss seeing my daughter roaming the
streets for a hot spot and complaining

because I don’t have a wireless network
hookup. She just doesn’t get it. She’s just
not a Gilmore girl. H
Ed Clancy can be reached via email at
Edclancy2@aol.com.
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CHIEF CARAWAY
(continued from page 1)

p r o p e rties. For example, some absentee
landlords simply collect a check for rent
every month and don’t care what their properties look like. But we’re the ones left with
the problems.”
Caraway gives the example of a burglary suspect who was residing in a Driftwood
home that many in the neighborhood felt
was in neglect and an eyesore.
“We receive complaints about houses
often, but the KPD can’t cite someone for a
house being run down,” Caraway said.
Caraway also recounted several fires
that have taken place within the city during
the past year at abandoned properties being
used as a shelter by transients.
Caraway indicated that his officers have
been proactive in addressing conditions in
neighborhoods that may serve a potential
benefit to criminals.
“We alert the city when we see street
lights out or lots overgrown, because criminals will use both of these factors to hide
themselves or their activities. Although
these are code enforcement issues, they
ultimately affect quality of life in the city
and lead to an increase in crime.”
Chief Caraway complimented the
efforts of the city’s code enforcement
department to respond to the KPD’s concerns, saying that it has given priority to
remedying conditions that may potentially
cause crime problems. They have done a
good job of working with us. When the city
addresses these issues, you see law enforcement itself better served.”
Mayor Ed Muniz recently announced
that the city has entered into a contract with
a private company to begin the work of
boarding up blighted or abandoned homes
in the city. H

GULF COAST BANK
(continued from page 1)

essential to qualifying for an SBA loan. No
one has more experience in Louisiana on
the fundamentals of SBA loans than we
do.”
One of the success stories that Gulf
Coast executives are most pleased about
involves a manufacturing company based
in eastern New Orleans that was flooded
and destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. The
owner was ready to retire, but his top four
managers thought the business had great
potential, wanted to buy out the owner,
relocate and expand the operation.
Dottolo helped facilitate an SBA loan
of almost $1 million that enabled the managers to buy the business, relocate to a
modern facility in Elmwood and hire additional workers. Dottolo also helped the new
owners get letters of credit so they could
buy materials from China. Today, the business has almost doubled its sales, created
new jobs and has a brilliant future.
“My theory of economic development,”
says Williams, “is that existing companies
in other states are unlikely to move to
Louisiana. But we have lots of smart, hardworking creative people in Louisiana who,

if given the opportunity, can build successful businesses from the ground up. That’s
where our new jobs are going to come
from. We need to have faith in ourselves,
rather than imagining people from other
places will move their businesses here. Our
SBA loan program at Gulf Coast Bank is a
perfect example of how Louisiana people
can rebuild our economy and create new
job opportunities for Louisiana residents.”
Williams and Dottolo say that with Gulf
Coast’s SBA experience, they are the best
bet in the Kenner market for those seeking
to start or expand a small business. Dottolo
can be reached at 565-3656. H

ILLEGAL SIGNS AND BANNERS

can be called in anonymously. Chiro said
there are still many temporary signs up in
Kenner, some of which pre-date Hurricane
Katrina. “We’re making a major effort to
get rid of all signs that don’t meet Kenner’s
standard,” said Chiro. “If the public reports
illegal signs to us,” said Chiro, “we’ll
respond.”
Chiro said businesses wishing to put
up permanent signage need to get a city
permit. He said they can call his department to get information on Ke n n e r ’s
requirements for permanent signage.
“We actually have a pretty good system
and Kenner has every right to be proud of
its pre-Katrina appearance,” said Chiro.
“Katrina created an emergency situation in
many ways and it is true that we made

allowances that ordinarily wouldn’t have
even been considered. But, now, more than
a year after Katrina, the political, civic and
business communities are saying that
enough is enough and it’s time for everyone to adhere to the city’s restrictions. We
have a very reasonable standard and there’s
no longer any reason why any business
couldn’t comply with our rules and regulations.” H

(continued from page 1)

group of business and civic leaders
approached Mayor Edmond Muniz to complain that the hundreds of temporary signs
and banners had become a blight on the
city’s appearance and action needed to be
taken.
“Mayor Muniz told us to get right on it
and in the last three weeks, we’ve gone up
and down West Esplanade, Veterans and
Williams telling businesses that the temporary signs and banners have to go,” said
Chiro. “We haven’t given anyone a summons. Most have complied with our
requests. Several hundred temporary signs
and banners have been removed. But there
are still too many and some have been put
back up, unfortunately. So we’re going to
stay on top of it. If we have to do so, we
will issue summons but I hope that won’t
be necessary. It’s in everyone’s interest for
Kenner’s business areas to be attractive.
Enough time has passed since Katrina that
business people should have better solutions than ugly, temporary signs.”
Another major problem, said Chiro, is
political signs left up long after the campaign is over.
He said that Kenner’s ordinance allows
political signs to be put up 60 days before
an election but requires that they be
removed 10 days after the campaign.
Chiro said any political sign on public
property that is still up should be reported
to the code enforcement complaint section
at 468-4069. “Under Kenner’s sign ordinance, a candidate can be fined $10 per
sign if the sign is still up more than 10 days
after the campaign,” Chiro said. “We’ll go
after them. But, the important consideration is that only political signs that are on
public property violate the ordinance.”
Another problem is the use of portable
signs on trailers with wheels which have
become more prevalent post-Katrina and
Chiro pointed out are also illegal.
Chiro said that throughout the year
Kenner’s sign ordinance allows for temporary sign and banner advertising that mentions specific holiday events but a resolution by the Kenner City Council is required
to authorize each sign and a permit must
also be issued.
He said that any citizen who wishes to
complain about temporary signage or banners should also call the code enforcement
complaint section and that all complaints

STEAK NIGHT Every Wed. & Sat.
8 oz. FILET with mashed potatoes
$9.99
MONDAY NIGHT SPECIAL
Bucket of Budweiser Beer
6 for $8.00
Sunday - Thursday
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 a.m.

Friday & Saturday
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 a.m.

5216 Veterans Blvd., Metairie

STEAKS

•

SEAFOOD

•

CHOPS

Opening for lunch Mon. - Fri.
PIANO PLAYER THURS., FRI., & SAT.
Large selection of wine and great martinis
3 Large Rooms for Special Occasions, Parties and Banquets

Reservations 218.8967

Open nightly 7 days at 5pm

111 Veterans Blvd. in Heritage Plaza Building
n

Owned by Scott Korndorffer of Chateau Coffee Cafe and
George Messina of Messina's Restaurant,
Co-owners of Jazz Seafood and Steak House
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Fine Arts Festival to bring thousands to Kenner

By SHARON SOLOMON
The Independent Schools Association
of the Southwest (ISAS) will conduct their
Fine Arts Fe s t ival in Kenner at the
Pontchartrain Center on April 12 through
April 14, 2007. The membership of ISAS
consists of 83 schools located in Arizona,
Kansas, Louisiana, Mexico, New Mexico,
Oklahoma and Texas with a total enrollment of over 44,000 students.
Sacred Heart Academy in New Orleans
will act as the host school of the ISAS Fine
Arts Festival. The event will utilize the
entire Pontchartrain Center and all of the
meeting space at the New Orleans Airport
Hilton and the Hilton Garden Inn. We
anticipate approximately 2,000 participants

plus family from all over the membership
area and from our local schools in New
Orleans. From chorus, musical ensembles,
painting, drama and crafting, the festival
will bring together all aspects of their fine
arts programs and display it all here!
This event was finalized pre-Katrina so
there was concern immediately after the
storm if ISAS would be able to keep their
commitment. The association stood behind
their initial decision and will be here in
April. Thanks to ISAS for having faith in us.
J e ff O’Hara, of PRA Destination
Management who was invo l ved in the
booking said, “The participants will showcase the talents of the students in a number
of performance venues as well as the visual arts. Additionally, they have a full schedule of educational workshops featuring
local and national ex p e rts and accomplished
performers.
The
Ke n n e r
Convention and Visitors Bureau, the
Pontchartrain Center and the hotel community have been outstanding partners in the

five plus years of planning that have gone
into producing this event. The participants
are excited to be here and to experience the
city first-hand. In addition to the festival,
they will participate in a number of community service projects and take part in
tours of all of the wonderful things the
region has to offer.”
As the meeting nears I’ll update you

more on this prestigious festival. Have a
happy Thanksgiving! H
Sharon Solomon is the marketing director for the Kenner Convention and Visitors
Bureau, located at 2100 Third Street in
Rivertown. Sharon Solomon can be reached at
464-9494, via email at kennercvb@aol.com
or at www.kennercvb.com.

H Community

H

Don’t fall in fall
The Cenacle says that it wants to
remind you that just because it is fall and
the holiday rush is ahead, it is no reason to
fall off of the spiritual ladder. Learn about
Mary’s journey of faith leading to true discipleship and how the Beatitudes can lift
one up to God one step at a time. To learn
more about the retreats at the Cenacle call
887-1420, 1-800-669-4095 or visit
www.cenaclesisters.org/metairie.htm.
November Retreats
November 3-5, 2006
Journeying with Mary
“Follow Mary on her spiritual journey to
learn how to be true disciples of Jesus.”
Presenter: Rev. Edwin L. Keel, SM
November 10-12, 2006
Ladder of Perfection
“The Beatitudes as a stairway to God.”
Presenter: Rev. Msgr. William M. Bilinsky
November 17-19, 2006
Handicapped Encounter Christ (HEC)
“For physically disabled and abled adults,
bringing the Good News of Jesus Christ.”

Advance registration required.
Contact: Joe and Marie Srour at (504)
835-5743
Ongoing Programs
“Light the Fire”: Speaker Series for Adults
in their 20s and 30s
November 16, 2006
Winston’s Pub & Patio, 531 Metairie
Road, Metairie, LA 70005.
Third Thursday of each month.
Monthly Morning of Prayer
2nd Tuesday November through May
9:00 a.m.-noon
Presenter: Sr. Rosalie Ambler, rc
Fall Prayer Series
November 2 – December 19, 2006
1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 9:30-11:45 a.m.
Presenter: Sr. Evelyn Jegen, rc

Support
Save Our Lake
Since 1989 LPBF has worked to restore
and preserve the Pontchartrain Basin.
The impact of Hurricane Katrina
on our region’s wetlands and natural
habitats is significant.
Now more than ever, we need
your help to protect our natural
resources. LPBF offers you many ways
to support the foundation.
Donations, annual memberships,
gift memberships, corporate donations,
Save Our Lake merchandise,
and event sponsorships have helped
LPBF accomplish many
successful projects over the years,
but we have more work to do.
Please consider making a donation or
becoming a member today by
visiting our website at
www.saveourlake.org/.
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is a community newspaper
published monthly since 1991.
The KENNER STHR is
direct-mailed free of charge
to all 20,600
registered voter households
in the city of Kenner.

The Way
Business
Communicates
Formerly Gage Telephone System of New Orleans

Sales - Service - Maintenance
www.southeasttel.com

Over 2000+ extra copies
are also circulated
at more than
100 high traffic locations.

Voice Data Cabling • Voice Mail
Local & Long Distance Service
Auto Attendant • Unified Messaging
DSL & Internet Service

466-4243
2005 3rd St., Kenner

The KENNER STHR
Graphics Department can
produce an ad from your
specifications at no charge.

3501 Chateau Blvd.
The KENNER STHR
is usually mailed
on the first Wednesday
of each month.

465-9444
Try one of our healthy salads
SALADS

Advertising space
should be reserved
by the 20th of
the preceding month.

Southwestern Chicken Salad
Grilled chicken, corn, salsa, black beans, cheddar jack cheese, cucumbers,
tomatoes & tortilla strips. Served with Southwest ranch dressing.
7.25
Smoked Turkey Salad
Smoked turkey, baby swiss, chopped walnuts and sliced apple.
6.50
Cobb Salad
Rows of grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, carrots, boiled egg,
cheddar jack cheese, bacon and smoked turkey.
7.75
Grilled Chicken Spinach Salad
Fresh spinach, grilled chicken, feta cheese, black olives, tomatoes and cucumbers.
6.75

Please call (504) 468-9125 for
advertising rates and information.
www.kennerstar.com

Chef Salad
Grilled chicken, smoked ham, cheddar jack cheese, boiled egg,
fresh tomatoes, bacon and alfalfa sprouts.
7.25
All salads served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers and your choice of dressing.
Raspberry Walnut, Caesar, Lite Ranch, Honey Mustard, Fat Free Italian,
Hot Bacon, Blue Cheese, Balsamic Basil Vinaigrette. Extra dressing .50
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