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KPD bike patrols add new Improvements starting on Power Blvd, hump to
dimension to fighting crime be removed at Roosevelt and W. Napoleon
By TROY BROUSSARD

By ALLAN KATZ

Officers Quincy Bryant and Ethan Hales are
members of the Kenner Police Department’s
new bike patrol.

Stealth,
greater maneuverability and a
more personal
neighborhood
presence are
only a few of
the advantages
that
Ke n n e r
Chief of Police
Steve Caraway
says his department’s
new
bike patrol has
brought to the
streets of the

city since last November.
“I’ve always liked the idea of starting a bike patrol in
Kenner because I know that this is something that has a proven
continued on page 23

Kenner squares off
against FEMA
By ALLAN KATZ
The city of Kenner is getting ready for a fight with the
Federal Emergency Management Agency over $19 million needed to clean hurricane debris from 2.5 million linear feet of underground drainage lines.
Mayor Ed Muniz says he’s asked U.S. Representative
Bobby Jindal, (R-Kenner) to intervene on behalf of the
city. The mayor has also asked for the assistance of U.S.
Rep. Bill Jefferson, (D-New Orleans) whose district
continued on page 31

City Council seeks end
to some North Kenner
flooding problems
By ALLAN KATZ
Years of flooding along some North Kenner streets may
finally be ended by a $365,000 city project that will pay for
larger culverts to be installed with the intention of better
handling of rainwater, even after heavy thunderstorms.
District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn and District 5
Councilman Kent Denapolis convinced their Kenner
Council colleagues that the long-standing flooding problems can be solved by replacing old drain pipes with larger ones along two University City streets as well as along
Lake Trail Drive.
On Lake Trail Drive, a new 30-inch drain pipe with an
continued on page 22

Work began January 29 on the resurfacing of Power
B o u l evard which includes major improvements in the
drainage system. The asphalt overlay and drainage improvement project cost is $1,147,041. The project was designed by
Rahman and Associates and the contractor is Boh Brothers.
At about the same time, crews will begin to remove a
hump at Roosevelt Boulevard and West Napoleon Avenue that
has long been an irritant and hazard to motorists.
Councilwoman-at-Large Jeannie Black says she began
crusading for improvements to Power Boulevard when she
was the District 3 councilperson.
“This one has been in the works for a long time,” she said.
“The cost will be in excess of $1 million, but the city’s share
will be just 20 percent of the total. Power Boulevard has for
many years been one of Kenner’s busiest streets in both the

mornings and afternoons. Over the years, subsidence problems have caused the street to flood during and after ordinary
rainfalls and to flood dangerously after heavy rainfalls.”
The work to be done will be aimed at sloping drains so
that rainwater flows more quickly and evenly into the city’s
drainage system.
Prat Reddy, Deputy Chief Administrator of Public Works,
said one driving lane will be kept open to traffic in each direction during the expected three month construction period. “In
order to accommodate rush-hour traffic during the work
week, construction will not start on individual southbound
lanes until after 9:00 a.m. In the afternoons, work on individual northbound lanes will cease at 3:00 p.m. Reddy cautioned
motorists to drive slowly and safely through the construction
areas – particularly when construction workers and equipment
are on the site.
continued on page 17

Mayor Muniz optimistic about
new Home Depot development
By ALLAN KATZ
Mayor Ed Muniz said that while Home Depot has temporarily backed off plans for a major development on what
used to be airport land, he is optimistic that the company
will still put in a major retail center that will benefit Kenner
for many decades to come.
Home Depot announced in 2005 that it would build on
a major portion of 25 acres of vacant land between The
Esplanade Shopping Mall and Williams Boulevard. The
land was once a residential development. Then, because of
noise issues, all of the homes on the site were purchased by
the Louis Armstrong International Airport with federal
funds. The site sat unused for many years, then was sold by

the airport to developers who interested Home Depot in the
tract of land.
Home Depot submitted plans for its home improvement
store, a garden center and associated parking. But city officials determined that Home Depot’s plans did not sufficiently address drainage and traffic concerns. The city is
also requesting additional landscaping, monument-type
signs and a more attractive store design. Home Depot withdrew its plans and some have questioned whether Home
Depot still wants to go forward with the project.
But Mayor Muniz said disagreements over the design of
the site is just standard discussion that accompanies every
major development, and he is confident that Home Depot
continued on page 17

For decades PR consultant Carl Mullican
helped to shape Kenner’s identity
By TROY BROUSSARD
When elected leaders need
assistance in fine tuning the details,
whether it’s finding the perfect
phrase to describe a project or
building out the framework for a
program that will help instill civic
pride, traditionally they turn to a
professional in the public relations
field – a consultant whose expertise
in communications proves to be
invaluable. For decades, the city of Kenner entrusted this
task to Carl Mullican, who passed away in December of
last year. In creating campaigns that ranged from the
beautification of the city to the promotion of local
continued on page 20
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Additional returns make it clear:
Kenner is enjoying a retail boom
By ALLAN KATZ
Kenner Director of Finance Duke
McConnell says all the data is making it
clear that the post-Katrina period has
brought Kenner a tremendous retail boom.
What isn’t clear, he said, is whether the
boom will continue or for how long.
“As we continue to gather sales tax
data, post-Katrina business in Kenner is
recovering and doing we l l ,” said
McConnell. He pointed to city sales tax
r evenues of $19.5 million for the six
months of July, August, September,
October, November and December 2006.
By contrast, for the 12 months of July 1,
2005 to June 30, 2006, Kenner received
sales tax revenues of $34.7 million. And,
during the 12 months of fiscal 2004-2005 –
prior to Hurricane Katrina – Ke n n e r
received $30.6 million in sales tax revenues.
Mayor Ed Muniz said he has no doubt
that Kenner has emerged as a major retail
center but his concern is that in time, consumers in the metro area will have made

their major purchases to replace building
materials, furniture, appliances and vehicles. “At that time,” asked the mayor, “will
there be an ebb in retail sales in the metro
area? No one really knows. Hopefully, our
spiraling retail sales will keep growing
until infinity, but I wouldn’t want to bet on
it. Our view of this windfall needs to be
cautious.”
McConnell noted that despite the
absence of Macy’s, Mervyn’s and other
stores that have been closed since Katrina,
The Esplanade Shopping Mall reported
sales tax revenues of $1.9 million for the
six months of July through December,
2006. This was in contrast to sales tax revenues of $3.9 million at The Esplanade during the 12 months from July 1, 2005 to June
30, 2006.
“While the outlook is very encouraging, my view and that of the city council is
that we shouldn’t be spending this windfall
as though it will continue forever,” said
Muniz. “We need to be cautious and hope
we’ll be pleasantly surprised by a continuing spike in Kenner’s retail sales.” H

Kenner does not control
Cox Cable rates or line-up
In response to inquiries from Kenner
residents and businesses that subscribe to
Cox Cable TV, Mayor Ed Muniz said the
city’s franchise agreement with Cox does
not allow the city to control the fees it
charges cable subscribers or the lineup and
content of channels on its system.
Those powers are granted to cable systems by the U.S. Federal Communications
Commission in its Communications Policy
Act of 1984, as amended by the Cable
Te l evision Consumer Protection and
Competition Act of 1992 and the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.
Muniz said the current non-exclusive
cable TV franchise agreement with Cox
Communications Louisiana L.L.C. was in
place when he took office on July 1, 2006.
Kenner had a 15-year cable TV franchise
with Cox since May, 1989, and it was set to
expire May 1, 2004.
City records show that in February,
2002, Cox sent a letter to then-Mayor Louis
Congemi asking for a meeting to discuss
extending the franchise, and apparently
franchise discussions began after that,
Muniz said. But in late 2003, Congemi was

elected a parish councilman and he
resigned his mayor’s post in January 2004
to join the council.
After a special election, Phil Capitano
became mayor and, on April 1, 2004, the
Kenner City Council adopted Ordinance
No. 9000 which approved renewing the
franchise with Cox to March 30, 2019. On
April 30, 2004, Capitano signed a new
agreement with Cox.
Muniz, a former commercial radio
broadcaster for 40 years, said that when the
federal government deregulated the cable
TV industry many years ago, it took from
local city, parish and state governments the
power to regulate subscriber fees, channel
lineups and program content.
“I’m aware that some of our constituents are concerned about the recent
announcement from Cox that a portion of
the subscriber fee will increase and that
certain channel allocations have been
changed,” Muniz said. “And I understand
their concern that one or more of the local
broadcast channels could be dropped from
the cable lineup. I hope that can be avoided.” H

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE
3632 Florida Ave. • Kenner
466-3625
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Bless you, boys
By ALLAN KATZ
There are so many wonderful stories
about the Saints’ season but the best one is
the thousands of Saints’ fans who felt so
strongly about the team that they drove to
Armstrong International Airport on a terrible
rainy night to welcome the players and
coaches home after they lost to Chicago for
the National Football Conference championship.
The story is best told by Wright
Thompson, a senior writer for ESPN.Com
and ESPN The Magazine and you really
should read his account. The Saints’ plane
arrived at around one early Monday morning. Players and coaches drove down a street
lined with people cheering them. The fans
took pictures of the Saints. The Saints took
pictures of the fans. As is his personal style,
Coach Sean Payton rolled down his window
to shake hands and talk to the fans. One after
another, the fans told him, “Thank you.”

Payton looked at the screaming mass of people in the rain, after the team lost by 25
points, wearing their black and gold Saints’
shirts, waving Saints’ flags and doing the
“Who Dat” chant. “Unbelievable,” said the
coach.
It was unbelievable. The Saints, in a
strange way that no one could have foretold,
became us. Their successes and even their
failures were an almost-perfect representation of us. In that crowd at the airport were
people who lost their homes, lost their businesses and lost their jobs to Hurricane
Katrina. Everyone in that crowd has seen
friends or family, or both, die of what I call
“Katrina sadness” in the last 15 months.
Many are still living in FEMA trailers.
Almost everyone who cared enough to go to
the airport also knows what it is to battle the
rude dimwits at FEMA, SBA or other
bureaucratic outposts. But at the very center
of their lives – every one of them – is the
emotional lift that they got from the Saints’
season.
Me, too. I started the season as an unbeliever. I watched three of the four pre-season
exhibition games and told friends that this
was a pretty disorganized looking bunch that
would do well to win three games during the

regular season. It would take two or three
years, I thought, for Payton to get his program rolling. Wrong again, Katz.
But when the Saints showed great character to open the season with wins on the
road against Cleveland and Green Bay, it was
clear even to me that this was a special team
that was going to go far beyond three wins.
The apex of the season for me came
against the Dallas Cowboys when the Saints
– on the road, armed with a great game plan
– tore the Cowboys apart. How many times
did I sit in Tulane Stadium or the Superdome
and watch the Cowboys tear the Saints apart?
The Saints have lost to the Cowboys for so
long and with such certainty. But not this
year.
After the Saints beat the Eagles in that
great playoff game, I was sure we were going
to the Super Bowl.
And, when the Saints narr owed the
Bears’ lead to 16-14 and marched down the
field again, I was sure we were going to win
the NFC Championship. Oh, no. It wasn’t
meant to be.
But, like all those fans who drove to the
airport in the rain, I can live with it. Our
team came from nowhere to border on greatness. Perhaps the reason so many of us feel
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so strongly about the Saints is that like the
city of New Orleans and the entire region,
the Saints were written off by all the experts.
In the same way that the Saints’ season was a
triumph of the wills of the coaches and players, the rebuilding of New Orleans, Jefferson
Parish, the city of Kenner, St. Bernard Parish
and Plaquemines Parish will not be a triumph of bureaucrats but of tens of thousands
of individuals – each one contributing to the
rebuilding of a home, a business, a job, a
school, a place of worship or a playground.
This will be our recovery. It is true that
many have left, too weary for the struggle
that remains. But the true believers are still
here, digging deep every day, not giving up.
I’ve met hundreds of Kenner families, many
of whom spent months in a crowded uncomfortable FEMA trailer, who haven’t gotten
any headlines but have exactly the same spirit the Saints showed when they came back
against Philadelphia in the playoff game.
What a remarkable season. What a
remarkable team. And what a remarkable
people we are. I’m looking forward to meeting Coach Payton. Like so many others, I
want to say thank you. H

By JEFF CROUERE
This ye a r, New Orleans Mayor Ray
Nagin was able to refrain from controversial
comments at an annual rally and parade commemorating the birthday of Reverend Martin
Luther King, Jr. Nagin claimed that he had
come to realize that “words are powerful” and
that it is better to “stick to the script.” In his
speech, Nagin referred to King’s message of
non-violence, an appropriate point for a city
dealing with a violent crime crisis.
The theme of non-violence was much
better than the one delivered last year, racial
division. In his 2006 speech, Nagin ignited a
firestorm of controversy when he called for
New Orleans to remain a “chocolate city.”
Then, to add fuel to the fire, he criticized the
war in Iraq, Uptown residents, said that God
was sending hurricanes to our region and
claimed that he had a conversation with both
the Almighty and Rev. King. It was clearly
the low point in the Nagin era as the comments alienated many voters and raised questions about Nagin’s motives and competence.
Nevertheless, the “chocolate city” speech
was able to galvanize the African-American
community behind Nagin and he won a close
re-election victory over Lt. Governor Mitch

Landrieu, but at what price? Nagin is a shell
of the popular person who was elected overwhelmingly in 2002. He is often ridiculed by
many members of the media and he is not
held in high regard by a good number of citizens. The “chocolate city” speech was the
nadir for Nagin, but only part of the rocky
road he had endured since Katrina.
In October 2005, Nagin told a business
forum that he did not want the city to be
“ove rrun with Mexican wo r ke r s .” Neve r
mind that the “Mexican workers” were helping to rebuild a devastated city. Nagin’s comments were seen as insensitive to say the
least. Such insensitivity was on full display in
a “60 Minutes” interview when Nagin called
the 9/11 site “a hole in the ground.” On this
site, 3,000 innocent people were killed by terrorists, starting a worldwide war against terrorism and changing the lives of Americans
forever. It will surely rank as one of the most
influential days in American history. Nagin’s
comments showed an almost unbelievable
lack of sympathy for the city of New York,
which sent crews of first responders to New
Orleans to help in the aftermath of Katrina.
Nagin’s remarks were certainly one reason
why his much celebrated Labor Day trip to
the Big Apple to lure business to New
Orleans was a big flop.
The mayor has earned the nickname “NaGone” for his frequent trips all over the country, speaking to groups and trying to create a
national name. However, if he does not get
the job done as mayor, who will be interested

in hearing him speak? Nagin needs to take
care of the home front much better before
worrying about his national reputation.
Polls show that Nagin has not regained
his popularity and that a large number of voters are unhappy with the slow pace of the
recovery. Rightly or wrongly, Nagin receives
negative fallout from the problems the region
has encountered post-Katrina. In recent
months, the violent crime rate has really
caused problems for Nagin. In 2006, 162
people were killed at a rate which is five
times the national average for a city the size
of New Orleans. Citizens are upset about the
slow reaction from city officials to the escalating violent crime occurring throughout
New Orleans. The anger was reflected in the
huge January 11 rally that ended at city hall,
when protestors ridiculed Nagin, his police
chief and the district attorney for their lack of
action on the crime issue. Nagin was not even
allowed to speak; however, he later remarked
that he received the message and would make
ending violent crime the centerpiece of his
remaining time in office.
To regain his focus and attempt to salvage
the remainder of his second term, here are
some unsolicited recommendations for
Mayor Nagin to follow in his remaining
months in office.
First, stay local and stop the non-stop
travel. Show you are involved and interested
in the recovery of New Orleans. Appear in
public more often and let everyone know
continued on page 11
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Lundi Gras serves as Kenner’s carnival focal point

By ED MUNIZ
Kenner Mayor
As the Carnival fever builds to a pitch
for the weekend popularly known as Little
Mardi Gras – the Friday-through-Sunday

before Fat Tuesday, Kenner has a special
niche on the following day – Lundi Gras, the
Monday before Mardi Gras.
It’s a wonderful opportunity for Mardi
Gras monarchs from New Orleans and
Jefferson Parish to meet, mingle and have
some midday fun before the Carnival season
cascades into the madness of Fat Tuesday.
The observance of Lundi Gras has
steadily grown in Rivertown during recent
years, and Kenner was able to keep pace last
year despite the ravages of Hurricane

“You Are Losing Your Hair…”

Few words can frighten a woman more…Alopecia has
many causes…heredity, diet, stress, side effects of
medication…But now, you can fight back.
Our Expert Stylists are regularly trained in dimensional/
corrective coloring, scalp nurturing, and texturizing
techniques, all to bring you Beautiful, Thicker, More
Manageable Hair.
Call today for your Free Consultation, or schedule
any service from our complete hair/nail menu.

HairS tylesUnlimited

464-5949 • 3635 Florida Ave.
Open Mon. - Sat.
Celebrating 30 Years as
Kenner’s leading thinning hair specialist

Katrina. It was an emotional shot in the arm
to help keep our minds off what Katrina did
to us. Mardi Gras and the Carnival Season is
a piece of the soul of Greater New Orleans.
Just as the observance of Mardi Gras last
year helped move the area’s residents forward to rebuilding, Kenner’s Lundi Gras
mirrored that sense of community and the
determination of our citizens to wrest our
community from Katrina’s grasp.
During the past year, we have proven to
ourselves and to outsiders that the roots of
this community run very deep; that we’re
coming back, and the winter Carnival that is
our soul will continue intact.
Hopefully, the Lord will bless us with
beautiful weather for the entire 2007
Carnival Season. As many of you probably
know, I love the Carnival Season. And I also
enjoy a good party.
So, let’s focus on Kenner’s Lundi Gras:
The celebrating will run from 10:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m., centered at the parking lot
across from the Rivertown Exhibition Hall,
415 Williams Boulevard. There will be live
music, street performers, crafts, food and
libation. Also, the courts of the Krewe of
Argus and the Zulu Social Aid and Pleasure
Club will meet and toast.
Popular Art Ryder and his Jazz Band
will kick things off at 10:00 a.m. at the
music stage with rockin’ sounds for parades
and dancing. Then at 11:00 a.m., Al
“Carnival Time” Johnson will take the stage
for a set of New Orleans rhythm and blues
and, of course, “Carnival Time,” his song

that has become the very popular perennial
street anthem for Mardi Gras.
At noon the Mardi Gras royalty arrives –
King Zulu, Larry Hamilton; his lovely wife,
Lillian P. Hammond, the Queen of Zulu;
Frank Larre, the King of Argus, and Miss
Treva Elizabeth Lincoln, the Queen of Argus.
We will have the pleasure of welcoming
them to Kenner and our city’s Lundi Gras
Celebration, raising our royal goblets in a
toast and wishing them safe and happy processions through the streets of Metairie for
Argus and New Orleans for Zulu.
The live music continues on the outdoor
stage with the Wild Magnolias until 2:30
p.m. and we expect there will be lots of merriment and dancing among the crowd.
In addition to enjoying the street performers and the craft and food booths, visitors can take the opportunity to visit the
Kenner Mardi Gras museum and learn about
the history of Mardi Gras in Louisiana
which is a direct descendant of the modern
Mardi Gras celebrations that began more
than 300 years ago in Italy and France and
spread to the Western Hemisphere as
European nations colonized North and
South America.
We are happy to be a part of the community-wide celebration of Carnival and
hope that you will come out to Rivertown on
February 19 for Kenner’s Lundi Gras – just
another source of Kenner Pride. H
Mayor Muniz can be re a ched at
468-7240.

Mardi Gras safety for your family
By STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief

Open Daily
LUNCH AND DINNER
Sunday - Thursday
11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Friday & Saturday
11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.
Owned by Scott Korndorffer of Chateau Coffee Café and
George Messina of Messina’s Restaurant
2722 WILLIAMS BLVD. • KENNER, LA 70065

468-3237

As one of
the
New
Orleans area’s
most unique
and
festive
events, Mardi
Gras draws a
tremendous
number of people to our area
each year. With
the carnival season upon us, now is the time to
think about your family’s safety during Mardi
Gras. Please review the following tips and
share them with your family.
Make sure your children know to stay near
you and away from strangers. Establish a meeting place with your family in the event that
someone gets lost. Make sure your children
carry something with them that includes their
name, address and phone number. Teach your
kids to find a police officer if they get lost.
Remind your kids to stay out of the street,
not to run after throws or follow behind floats.
Be careful when reaching down to pick up
throws and teach your children that they should
never fight for throws.

Always watch what your children catch,
especially toddlers and infants who can choke
on broken beads and trinkets.
Be careful when putting your child on your
shoulders. Crowds can move unexpectedly,
making it easy to get knocked over.
When using a ladder, set it up as far back
from the street as the ladder is tall. Always
secure your child in the seat and stand on the
back as an anchor. Have an adult stay with the
ladder at all times.
Stay abreast of the latest weather updates
and dress your children accordingly. When
wearing costumes, masks should never impair
your child’s vision. Face paint is a safer alternative.
In order to keep a better watch on your
children, limit your alcohol consumption or
consider not drinking at all.
This carnival season will be the second
since Hurricane Katrina, so expect crowds to
be larger than last year and more similar to
what they were before the storm. Again, please
review this information to protect your family
during this festive time. Have a safe and happy
Mardi Gras! H
Chief Caraway can be reached by email at
kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police
Department website at www.kennerpd.com.
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Kenner housing rehab lottery winners named
The city of Kenner was recently awarded $1 million in housing rehabilitation
m o n ey from the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
which will be used to help rehab about 20
owner-occupied, single-family homes.
Kenner Community Deve l o p m e n t
Director Arleeta Terrell said her department
received 76 applications during the sign-up
period between November 20 and December
20.
To determine the recipients of the
money, a public lottery was held on January
12, 2007, in the council chamber at Kenner
City Hall. All 76 applicants were notified by
mail about the date of the lottery.
Twenty names were drawn at random
from among the applicants, Terrell said. The
winners did not need to be present and all
winning applicants were notified by mail.
The following 20 names were pulled: Henry

Bentel III, Marcella Gregory, Giselle
Brown, Judy Allen, Darrell Simmons, Ruby
Jones, Ruth Riley, Ronald Thiele, Herman
Harrche, Berta Vaillarreal, America Rosales,
Perry Adams, Arthur Joseph, Charlotte
Johannesen, Sylvia Diaz, Blanca Espinoza,
Paulette Collor, Robert Crews, Helen
Williams, and Zoe Lynn Kendrick.
“Please understand that having yo u r
name pulled in the lottery does not automati c a l ly qualify you to have your home
repaired,” Terrell said. “If your name was
pulled, your application will be thoroughly
reviewed to determine if you are eligible.”
After being screened the winning applications were to be assessed in the order they
were drawn until the $1 million is distributed.
“There is no need to call our office at
this time. We will contact you,” Terrell said.
“Additionally, if your property has been

Kenner’s new civil service board sworn in
By ALLAN KATZ
When Kenner voters approved a meritbased civil service program for city workers, they set in motion the selection of a
five-member civil service board that has
now been sworn in and will soon name the
city’s first-ever civil service director.
The five members of the new civil service board and the respective organizations
that nominated them are John Benz,
Jefferson Parish Bar Association; Abdalla
Darwish, Dillard University; Laura
Donnaway, Loyola University; Ke l ly
Simoneaux, Tulane University, and Roger
Griffeth, University of New Orleans.

Board members said their top priorities
are selecting a civil service director and
putting in place rules by which city
employees may appeal firings.
Under civil service, all political considerations are to be barred from hiring and
firing of city workers and no city workers
may participate in politics.
Mayor Ed Muniz pledged his cooperation with the civil service board and said
the board and its director should feel free to
review any firings by his administration,
which took office on July 1, 2006. Muniz
said there have been few firings since he
took over the mayor’s office and the reasons
for those have been fully documented. H

Kenner Recreation Department to be
reorganized to include maintenance of parks
By ALLAN KATZ
Mayor Ed Muniz’ administration has
decided to expand the duties of the Kenner
Recreation Department to include responsibility for the city’s parks, including the new
Kenner City Park and Laketown.
The name of the Recreation
Department will be changed to the Kenner
Parks and Recreation Department, said
Director Ken Marroccoli.
In the past, responsibility for maintenance of parks and related services has
been the responsibility of the Kenner Public
Works Department. But Muniz said that
Public Works is stretched to its full capacity, caring for streets, sewerage, drainage
and other needs. The mayor decided that

the recreation department has the staff, the
experience and the point of view to effectively maintain and provide for the city’s
parks.
“We welcome the challenge,” said
Marroccoli. “We’re planning major renovations at City Park and Laketown, as well as
other park facilities. We’ve applied for
grants, including grants from the state. We
hope to add such features as aeration in
ponds, terrace gardens and gazebos. We’ll
be seeking input from civic groups, park
users and the Kenner City Council. We’re
going to work very hard to be good custodians of our parks, which we know are special treasures to the residents of Kenner.”
The changes will be phased in and completed by July 1, 2007. H

Louisiana State Legislature
www.legis.state.la.us

repaired previously and you were awarded a
housing rehabilitation grant at that time, you
are automatically ineligible. Properties can
only receive assistance one time.”

“We hope to rehab 20 homes,” Terrell
said, “but it may be one or two less or one or
two more, depending on the individual rehab
costs.” H

WELLS
FARGO

HOME
MORTGAGE

There is a Reason Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage is one of the Nation’s
Leading Retail Mortgage Lenders
• Wide Selection of Conventional & Government Loans
• Full Range of Affordable Home Loan Programs
• New Construction & Renovation Programs
• Quick Loan Decisions
• Responsive Service and Professional Expertise

3445 N. Causeway Blvd., Ste. 602 • Metairie, LA 70002
Mickey King
Susan Vrbaskovich
Suzie Ortiz
Renovation Specialist
Reverse Mortgage
Renovation Specialist
504-830-3528
504-830-3527
504-830-3531
Jane Hayes
Craig Hefler
Home Mortgage Consultant
Home Mortgage Consultant
504-830-3526
504-830-3533
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Buddy’s Party Animals 2 Go
We Bring the Animals to You!
Outfits and Stuffing, Too!
When We Let the Animals Out
. . .the Party Begins!
BIRTHDAYS • FESTIVALS
GRADUATIONS • SCHOOLS
SHOWERS • SUMMER CAMPS
Call 504-343-0282
L.L.C.

H

Kenner Councilman Ben Zahn supports
cameras at some traffic light intersections
By ALLAN KATZ
District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn says his research
into the subject has convinced him that the city of
Kenner can improve traffic safety by placing automated
cameras at some intersections with traffic lights.
Councilman Zahn says he’s so convinced that he’s
prepared to recommend to the city council that Kenner
enter into a contract with the company that owns, formats and oversees the cameras. “I’m hopeful that the
cameras can reduce by half the 2,500 traffic accidents
we had in Kenner last year when a driver ran a red
light,” said Councilman Zahn. “The use of cameras in
other constituencies shows that when the community is
aware of the existence of the cameras, drivers are a lot
more cautious and the running of red lights is greatly
reduced.”
Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway says that while
he is impressed by the work that the cameras do, it’s the
city council’s decision as to whether to enter into a contract to place the cameras in Kenner. “Obviously, I’m in
favor of anything that will save lives,” said Chief
Caraway. “On the other hand, there are many legal, technical and governmental questions that have to be
answered before the cameras can be placed on Kenner’s
streets, even if that is what the council wants.”

Zahn said one of his initial concerns when he began
his research was whether the cameras were too intrusive
on individual’s rights to privacy.
“What I’ve learned is that the automated, computerized cameras don’t take pictures of drivers and passengers,” said Councilman Zahn. “The pictures are taken of
a vehicle’s license plate when someone runs a red light
and of the crash scene if a red light runner becomes
involved in a collision.”
Councilman Zahn said he’s convinced that the
specter of “Big Brother” looking over the shoulders of
citizens is not a legitimate issue when discussing the
possibility of bringing the cameras to Kenner.
He said Jefferson Parish has authorized the use of
cameras at traffic intersections and so has the city of
Lafayette.
Councilman Zahn said the cameras would be funded by fines collected by the city from owners of vehicles whose license plates are photographed while running red lights. The company that owns the cameras
would receive a fee on a sliding scale based on how
many red light runners were photographed and how
much was collected in fines.
“As a practical matter, the cameras would be funded
by the owners of the vehicles that ran the red lights,”
said Zahn. H

Senior citizens scam alerts
People age 60 and older possess more than 60 percent of the nation’s wealth. This is why con artists work
so hard to swindle older adults out of their money or
possessions. It is important that you take precautions to
protect yourself or older family members from falling
victim to this type of crime.
The Kenner Police Department has issued the following advice:
Beware of callers offering a free inspection of your
roof, air conditioner, etc. This is especially important in
our post-Katrina world.
Do not be fooled by swindlers offering “miracle
cures.” Learn everything you can about your medical
conditions and treatments. Use only medical facilities
and treatments recommended by your doctor.
Beware of con artists posing as “bank examiners”
asking you to help catch a dishonest teller. He asks you
to withdraw money so he can check the serial numbers.
This is a scam to rob you.

LOOKING FOR TWO AGENTS
WHO KNOW THEIR FIELD?
CALL US NOW AND GET A DEAL!!!
LISTING:
4 PLEXES FOR SALE (Kenner) - $325,000
4301 Indiana Street - $239,500
1169 Candlelight Court - $234,900
(Marrero)

LORI
PIGEON
HOWCOTT

WENDY
BELLACI
MALONEY

Realtor/Consultant Realtor/Consultant

(504) 338-4965 (504) 909-8765

FOR LEASE:
2445 Illinois Ave. (Kenner) - $1,000
3313 Marquette (Kenner) - $1,200
OWNER FINANCING:
3313 Marquette (Kenner) - $185,200

®

455-0100

Since criminals often target mail boxes, have your
retirement and social security checks mailed directly to
your bank.
Take precautions if you live alone. Your answering
machine message should say “we’re not available.”
Avoid identity theft by shredding trash that may contain personal information including receipts, medical
statements, direct mail offers and bank statements.
Never let embarrassment or fear keep you from
reporting fraud. Call the Kenner Police at 712-2200 to
report any suspicious behavior.
“Criminals will look for any possible way to take
advantage of you,” said Kenner Police Chief Steve
Caraway. “Take precautions and do not let these thieves
rob you of what you have worked so hard to earn.”
To learn more about scams, visit the Kenner Police
Department’s website at www.kennerpd.com. You can
view a list of common scams with explanations of each.
More scams will be added as they are reported. H

Kenner continues carnival tradition
with Lundi Gras
On February 19, Mayor Ed Muniz will welcome the
King and Queen of Zulu and Argus to the city of Kenner
during its traditional Lundi Gras celebration, which
beings at 10:00 a.m. The event, located at 415 Williams
Boulevard in Rivertown, will feature music by Art
Ryder at 10:00 a.m., Al “Carnival Time” Johnson at
11:00 a.m. and The Wild Magnolias from 12:00 p.m.2:30 p.m. Food, drinks and crafts will also be available
for purchase.
At noon, Mayor Muniz will toast with King Zulu
Larry Hammond, Queen Zulu Lillian P. Hammond,
King A rgus Frank Larre and Queen A rgus Treva
Elizabeth Lincoln.

While Lundi Gras represents one tie that the city has
to the Mardi Gras season, Rivertown also provides the
opportunity for carnival fans to enjoy the celebration
year round at the Treasure Chest Casino Mardi Gras
Museum. Recounting over 150 years of history on topics ranging from King Cake to parades to local traditions
such as the Cajun “Courir du Mardi Gras,” and featuring
scheduled live demonstrations on costume making and
float building, The Mardi Gras Museum provides visitors with a unique insight into the work and artistry that
goes into making “Fat Tuesday.” For more information
visit www.rivertownkenner.com/mgmus.html. H
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Ligi to run for House District seat
Tony Ligi has announced he will enter
the race to succeed Danny Martiny for
House District 79. Martiny cannot run for
re-election due to term limits.
Ligi cites his business experience, community invo l vement and conserva t ive
beliefs as the major reasons voters should
support his candidacy.
“Louisiana taxes its citizens at the
eleventh highest rate in the nation and has
one of the largest bureaucracies per number
of residents of all states, but we consistently rank last or near last in most quality of

life categories. There is an undeniable need
to cut taxes, eliminate governmental waste,
reduce the bloated bureaucracy and secure
a diverse and vibrant economy in order to
recreate the image of Louisiana in a
dynamic and concrete manner,” said Ligi.
Ligi is co-founder and former chairman
of the Elmwood Park Civic Association and
co-founder and a current director and officer of Citizens for A Safer Jefferson. Ligi is
a member of the Jefferson Chamber,
Former chairman of the Kenner Quality of
Life Subcommittee of the Chamber, New

Kenner Recreation Department
begins new adult sport leagues
By ALLAN KATZ
The Kenner Recreation Department has
announced it will begin new adult sports
leagues in basketball, vo l l eyball, cabbage
ball, baseball, flag football and soccer.
“We’ve had some requests for leagues for
men and women who want to have fun, get fit,
enjoy some friendly competition and play the

sport they enjoy,” said Kenner Recreation
Director Ken Marroccoli.
For additional information, call Bobby
Sievers or John Tully at the KRD. They can be
reached at 468-7211 between 10:00 a.m. and
10:00 p.m. each weekday. Seivers, who will
be in charge of the adult leagues, can also be
reached via email at rseivers@kenner.la.us. H

Ledet and Ianetta retire from KPD
On January 5, 2007,
Kenner Police Chief Steve
Caraway honored two veteran Kenner police officers
who recently retired from
service. Sgt. Wayne Ianetta
retired after 29 years of
service, and Officer Joe
Ledet retired with 30 years
of service. Pictured in the
attached photo, from left to
right, are Officer Joe Ledet
and Sgt. Wayne Ianetta.

The Blood Center faces severe shortage
The Blood Center is currently experiencing
a critical shortage of all blood types. Weather
conditions across the nation have impacted
blood collections, making it difficult to rely on
other areas for support of our community blood
needs.
Due to increased demand and seasonal cold
and flu symptoms, The Blood Center’s inventory levels are critically low, making it difficult to
provide hospitals with the needed blood for
patient treatment. With less than 150 pints of
blood on the shelf (approximately a one half day
supply), hospitals have been notified that without immediate donor response, elective surgical
procedures may require postponement.
The Blood Center, a non-profit community

service organization, provides blood components to more than thirty hospitals throughout
South Louisiana and the Mississippi Gulf Coast.
To accommodate potential donors The
Blood Center has increased collection days and
extended hours of operations. Healthy individuals, at least 17 years old and weighing more than
110 pounds, are eligible to donate. Please note
that federal regulatory standards now require
donors to present identification and a picture
I.D. is preferred.
The Blood Center is located at 3400 16th
Street in Metairie. The telephone number is
887-2833.
For more information call 524-1322, 1-80086-BLOOD or visit www.thebloodcenter.org. H

Orleans and River Region and is a graduate
of The Chamber Leadership Institute.
Tony Ligi graduated with honors from
the Loyola University School of Law. He is
an attorney and vice-president of Assured
Title A g e n cy. A long time resident of

District 79, Tony established his business in
the district 25 years ago.
He is married to the former Diane
Corte. They have three children: Jonathan,
Elizabeth and Jacqueline. H

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

• Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast
at Salvatore Ristorante, 3226 N. Arnoult in Metairie.
Next meetings are at 7:00 a.m. - 8:15 a.m. on February 8, 22 and March 8.
THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Ted Bowden at 504-616-8030 for more information on becoming a member
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KENNER

Professional Business
Association
Founded in 1985
A Community Based
Networking Organization
For Men and Women

www.kpwa.net!
Info: 962-3930

Join Us For An Event—
We Invite Your Membership.
THE KENNER PROFESSIONAL BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION’S (KPBA)
MEETING WILL BE HELD
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2007
AT THE RADISSON
NEW ORLEANS AIRPORT HOTEL
2150 Veterans Boulevard in Kenner
GUEST SPEAKER:
Mark Drenner, Greater New Orleans, Inc.
Advance reservations required.
Call 962-3930 to make luncheon reservations
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m.
Lunch at noon.

Happy Mardi Gras
We listen,

we assess
your needs, we make it easy for
you to make legal decisions.
• Wills - Trusts - Successions
• Real Estate Closings
• Business Law

M LF

Melchers Law Firm

Estate Planning • Real Estate • Business Law
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner
James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law
Kathy Melchers, Administrator

(504) 467-1092

KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD.
KENNER, LA 70065
504-443-5152
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The facts about temporary
housing deadlines in Kenner
By KEITH CHIRO
Kenner Director of Code
Enforcement
On November 16, 2006,
the
Ke n n e r
City Council
p a s s e d
Ordinance No.
9412
that
amended three
previous ordinances regulating the use of
temporary housing units (FEMA trailers)
and enclosed storage containers. There
were three essential elements in the ordinance that all homeowners and business
owners currently using temporary housing
units should be aware of.
First, anyone who presently has a temporary housing unit or storage container
for longer than six months must apply for a
renewal of his or her permit. The city
recently distributed over 1,300 renewal
applications to all sites in the city that had
a trailer. The deadline to submit for a
renewal of a temporary housing permit was
January 15, 2007.
Second, Ordinance No. 9412 states that
no temporary housing units will be allowed
to remain past May 1, 2007. This means
that even if an extension is granted, it will
not extend past May 1, 2007.
The final essential element is that
Ordinance No. 9412 reaffirmed the deadline to apply for a first-time temporary
housing unit as November 1, 2006. This
means that as of November 1, 2006, the
city has not and will not grant any permits
for first-time temporary housing units.
Our decision whether to renew a temporary housing unit application will be
based on criteria set forth in the original
ordinance that authorized the placement of
temporary housing units and which was
enacted November 17, 2005. In order to be
granted an extension, a homeowner will
have to prove that his or her home is still

uninhabitable and that those occupying the
temporary housing unit are in fact the
property owners. Unless both of these conditions are met it is unlikely that an extension will be granted.
The city has started processing the
renewal applications we have received and
we will begin to arrange for inspections of
the properties so that we can determine the
legitimacy of the renewal request. At the
time of the inspection we will ask to be
allowed to enter the home to verify the
progress of repairs and possibly request
other pertinent documentation.
If the city decides not to grant a permit
extension, the reasons for denial will be
put in writing to the applicant. At that
point, the applicant is expected to notify
FEMA to remove the trailer from the site.
If an applicant wishes to challenge the
decision to deny an extension, the city will
issue a misdemeanor court summons to the
applicant, which will result in a hearing
being held in the city of Kenner Mayor’s
Court. If the court upholds the decision to
deny, and the applicant complies with the
court’s decision, the city will request that
court fees and/or fines be waived.
If an applicant wishes to appeal the
decision of the magistrate in the Mayor’s
Court, he must file an appeal to the 24th
Judicial District Court for the Parish of
Jefferson in Gretna.
The city administration and Kenner
City Council realize that some residents
may view these actions as unsympathetic
to their plight. The truth is the city has been
very tolerant towards those property owners who have not complied with the criteria
set forth in the original temporary housing
ordinance. The city could have taken action
a gainst these property owners many
months ago.
It has been sixteen months since
Hurricane Katrina, and it is time that we
start to re-establish a state of normalcy to
our neighborhoods. We would appreciate
the cooperation of all citizens to make that
happen. H

Sam’s Club donation helps fund
cybercrime computers
KENNER’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!
Se habla Español

METAIRIE & WESTBANK LOCATIONS

Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway
announced that two laptop computers,
made possible in part by a $2,250 donation
by Sam’s Club, were recently purchased by
the Kenner Police Department Benevolent
Association for use in child predator and
cybercrime investigations.
“This generous donation illustrates
Sam’s Club’s commitment to keeping chil-

dren safe,” said Caraway. “They have
stepped forward to help better our community and we sincerely appreciate their continued support of law enforcement.”
Since July 2006, the KPD has arrested
16 individuals for computer-aided solicitation for sexual purposes.
The Kenner Police Department website
is www.kennerpd.com. H
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Armstrong air service return steady in 2007
By SEAN C. HUNTER
Interim Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport
Rebounding from zero
air service at Louis
Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport, due
to the Katrina catastrophe,
has been a challenge.
However, our projections of
recovery have been surpassed and for that we are
grateful. With that said,
flights are returning on a
steady path.
The number of passengers flying in and out of
Armstrong International Airport has reached 69 percent
of the pre-Katrina numbers, according to our reports for
the first 11 months of the year. Approximately 6,150,000
passengers traveled through our airport from January to
November of 2006. This number is smaller than the
8,960,000 in 2004, but significantly greater than the number on September 13, 2005 when we resumed commercial
air service following the impact of the storm. The most
important indicator of our return is the passenger count. It
not only tracks the number of people that pass through
our airport, but it also gives us an indication of the number of customers that have possibly parked in our garage
and shopped in our stores or eaten at our restaurants. We
look at those numbers directly because they help cover
our expenses. The concessionaires are depending on those
passengers. Our challenge ahead is to get back the 31 percent that has not yet returned. The Aviation Board and
staff have two goals for 2007. First is to reach 85 to 90
percent of pre-Katrina passengers. The second is to
address badly needed capital improvements at the airport.
The return to commercial air service just two weeks
after the storm was one of the first signs of some return
to “normal” business in the affected region. This was welcomed with much media attention, as well as unanticipated passenger demand which filled eve ry plane.
Rebounding from the storm at a faster pace than predicted, Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
as of March 2007 will have 109 daily flights serving 32
cities (77 percent of the number of pre-Katrina destinations; 13,322 seats or 64 percent of our pre-Katrina level
of seats per day). Airlines operating out of Armstrong
International Airport include: Air Tran A i r ways,
American Airlines, Continental Airlines, Delta Air Lines,
JetBlue Airways, Northwest Airlines, Southwest Airlines,
and U.S. Airways. What is missing from our airline choices is regularly scheduled international service. We have
felt that given the level of demand in Latin American
countries and the way the Latin American population has
increased in Louisiana, we could justify an increase in
those flights. Unfortunately, the airlines we have spoken
with have not committed any flights to New Orleans as of
this date. They have been deterred by concern that planes
will leave the international airport full but return to New
Orleans empty and would not be profitable. We are considering asking the state to create an incentive program
for international airlines, particularly those flying to Latin
America, that return to New Orleans.
Industry dynamics, including high load factors and
scarce resources nationwide, have complicated efforts to
restore adequate levels of air service. The New Orleans
Aviation Board has taken proactive measures to encour-

age the return. The first decision was to hold the cost per
enplaned passenger down to pre-Katrina levels. This was
accomplished by severe cost cutting measures and borrowing funds to supplement operating costs. In addition,
for calendar year 2007, additional incentives are offered
for airlines who return to at least 85 percent of their preKatrina level of service and for adding service to new destinations. Ongoing meetings with airlines, along with help
from local tourism and business officials, have improved
the dialogue and information flow to airlines to assist them
in accurately gauging growing passenger demand.
Steady growth is the forecast for the next few months,
with the addition of two flights per month. Delta Air
Lines, Air Tran Airways and Northwest will add one flight
each this month to Los Angeles, Atlanta and Detroit,
respectively. Continental plans to increase its schedule for
Mardi Gras and conventions in February but it is uncertain what the final flight count will be. Our thanks go out
to the airlines for doing what they can do.
With airlines in bankruptcy and various attempts at
takeovers and mergers, the airline industry is operating in
a conservative mode financially. Air4casts, an airline
industry forecaster based in Geneva, Switzerland, states
that the industry as a whole, in the short to medium-term
trend in 2007, is still continuing to exert a downwards pull
on forecasts. In the first quarter of 2007, domestic travel
numbers are expected to rise by only 2.7 percent but by
the fourth quarter should have reached 4.6 percent. If this
trend holds true, the hope of faster growth in New Orleans
will stay on the expected steady path. The fewer flights
nationwide will increase competition among cities for
service. This presents a problem for the Greater New
Orleans metro area because we will have a hard time
proving to the airlines that there is enough sustained
demand to justify additional flights.
Increasing flight service will not be an easy task, but
the New Orleans Aviation Board and staff are committed
to that goal. We continue to speak with the airlines regularly and are constantly looking for creative ways to entice
them to return or increase their level of service at
Armstrong International Airport. Each additional flight is
another step towards our recovery. H
Sean C. Hunter can be reached at www.flymsy.com.

POLITICAL REVIEW

50 25
% OFF

% OFF

Includes custom design, mounting,
matting, glass and installation
with purchase of custom frame at
regular price. (up to 32”x40”)

PRE-FRAMED
ART

CUSTOM
FRAMING
SERVICES

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers
or prior purchases. Offer expires 2/28/07.

The Frame Shoppe
Custom Framing • Custom Mirrors • Museum Framing
Shadow Boxes • Wide Selection of Local Art
21 Years Experience • Delivery Available

Esplanade Mall

1401 W. Esplanade • Kenner • 464-4662

Accident Cases
Automobiles Others
•

FREE CONSULTATION
Richard J. Garrett
Attorney at Law
488-6696

VETERANS
WIDOWS OF VETERANS • CAREGIVERS
FREE REPORT reveals how to qualify for up to
$20,924 a year. The Veterans Administration wants
you to know about this benefit.

FREE REPORT is available to veterans and their widows to
help them learn about special home care and assisted living
benefits. WWII, Korean and Vietnam veterans may be eligible for this little known entitlement which is available to qualifying vets and their widows over age 65 who are disabled for
any reason. Vet must have served 90 days active service, 1 day
during wartime and received honorable discharge.

(continued from page 5)

Call for FREE information.
your schedule.
Next, focus on the violent crime crisis and devote
whatever resources and attention are necessary to solve
the problem.
And last, do not ad-lib. You do not have the gift of
impromptu speaking and your worst comments have come
when you are speaking off the cuff.
Everyone who loves New Orleans should want Nagin
to recover and lead this city forward for the next three
years. If Nagin continues to be ineffective, ridiculed and
the object of scorn, the recovery of the city will be hampered, which is in the best interest of no one. Good luck
Mayor Nagin, it is not too late to turn it around. H
Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans and his
Louisiana based television program, “Ringside Politics,”
airs at 8:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on
PBS station WLAE-TV, Channel 32 and from noon until
2:00 p.m. weekdays on several Louisiana radio stations.
Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com and
e-mail him at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

1-800-569-2902

HAIRCUTTERS & TANNING
Serving Kenner Since 1978

Facial
Waxing
GUYS:
We can get rid
of that unibrow!
M - F 10 - 6
339 W. Esplanade

•

Sat 9 - 3

468-3617

HAIR STYLISTS NEEDED
No Clientele Needed
Busy Salon – Full or Part Time
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Four things that should be spent quickly
By GLENN DOTTOLO
As a banker, I am usually more likely to be
compared to the “Grinch” than Santa Claus
but there are things that should be spent. This
month I will tell you about four instances

where you should not hesitate to spend quickly.
A gift certificate should be spent, and
spent quickly. Imagine for a moment you have
a gift certificate from a store or restaurant.
Today that certificate may pay for a good meal
or a new outfit. If you wait, three bad things
may occur. First the prices might go up so that
you will not be able to buy the meal or outfit
that you had in mind. Second, you might lose
the certificate. Finally, the retailer may go out

Rivertown Candy Basket
VALENTINE SWEETS

§ Chocolate dipped strawberries
§ Gift packaged candies
§ Gourmet chocolates & pralines
§ Peppermint candy baskets
§ Deluxe cookie baskets
§ Sugar free candies
Shipping & Delivery
325 Williams Blvd.
504/466-8916
Kenner, LA 70062
rivertowncandybasket.com

of business. So buy something now.
A gift card should also be spent quickly.
These credit card-like pieces of plastic are
increasingly popular with merchants of all
types – and no wonder. If you read annual
reports for big retailers and fast foods chains
you will see an amount listed as “breakage.”
This is not the amount of something that broke
in their store. Breakage, in this usage, is the
dollar amount of fully paid for gift cards that
were never used. The percentage of unused
cards usually range from the low teens to the
thirties and is pure profit for the retailer and
pure loss for the consumer. Use those gift
cards and use them now.
The third thing that should not accumulate
over a long period of time is frequent flyer
miles. It is tempting to save those miles for a
big trip such as to Europe, but, unlike a bank
savings account, your frequent flyer miles get
less valuable over time. All major airline programs have been changed frequently to make
it harder to redeem miles and trips now cost
more in miles and are less convenient to use.
One of my co-workers and his spouse saved
frequent flyer miles for years in the hopes of
cashing them in for airline tickets to Europe.
After countless hours on the phone they were
finally able to schedule the trip, but at a very
awkward time, and, the only way they could
return from Europe was to fly home on differ-

ent planes. Think of frequent flyer miles as ice
cubes in the sunshine. They shrink every day.
Cash them.
The last thing I suggest you use quickly is
whatever value you have accumulated in any
sort of rental car or hotel point program. These
companies have also changed their programs
requiring you to spend at more premium levels
with choices being limited because of
blacked-out dates. As soon as you reach a
reward level, take that weekend trip. You can
use your hotel points to be a visitor right here
in our city. Check into a French Quarter hotel
and become a tourist for a weekend. But
whether you stay here or elsewhere, use those
points now before they expire or become less
of a value.
None of us know what the future will
bring and reward programs are not usually
transferable in case of disability or death. Use
those points now while you have the health
and desire to travel so you will be creating
something that will last – memories of a life
well spent. H
Glenn Dottolo, manager of Gulf Coast
Bank & Trust’s Kenner Bra n ch Office on
Williams Boulevard, offers twenty-two years of
full service banking to his customers. Dottolo
can be contacted at 565-3655. Visit Gulf Coast
Bank & Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.
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Why causes a car’s engine to overheat?
By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
A
car’s
engine can overheat for many
d i fferent reasons, but there
are three aspects
that are common for each
reason.
The
three aspects
which all engine
overheat factors have in common are that
they cause the heating system to not get rid
of heat, they cause a loss of coolant or they
directly cause too much heat in the engine.
One cause of engine overheating could
be a problem with the radiator cap and the
pressure it holds. If the radiator cap does
not hold pressure correctly then coolant
could boil and therefore the engine would
overheat. Thermostat failure is another reason for overheating engines, so that is a
good place to also check.
Coolant leaks from the radiator, hoses,
water pump, freeze plugs or any other place
could cause engine overheating. A problem
in the water pump could possibly be the
cause so you should check it, too, and
replace it if necessary.

Other reasons for which a car’s engine
could overheat are problems in the exhaust
system which can be discovered by checking vacuum readings, pipes and the converter. Also make sure that the radiator hose
has not collapsed and the ignition timing is
working properly.
It is recommended to check the electric
cooling fan to make sure the fan motor, relay
and temperature are correct because these
things could also cause the engine to overheat.
You should check the radiator for any debris
and see if its hose could have collapsed.
It is advisable to make sure the
antifreeze concentration is 50/50, otherwise
it could cause the car engine to overheat. If
you do not find these simple reasons why
your engine overheats, it is time to ask a
mechanic or an expert for advice. Proper
tools and general car knowledge are necessary to inve s t i gate this problem any
further. H
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of
Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., a familyowned and operated full-service tire and
automotive shop, located at 4200 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30
a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday.
Scotty’s website is www.scottystireauto.com.
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Medical malpractice – A different animal
By PAMELA B. LOLAN
In a recent television episode of “Boston
Legal,” the story centered around events at
Baptist Hospital in New Orleans during
Hurricane Katrina. The question posed was
whether the physician committed murder
given the amount of pain killer that was
administered to dying patients. The episode
did not address whether an action against
that doctor would be deemed medical malpractice. In a medical malpractice action a
plaintiff would have to prove that physicians
in the same field would not have done what
this physician did given the circumstances
and health of the patients. In “Boston
Legal,” the physician was found not guilty.
But would it have been malpractice?
An action in medical malpractice is a
totally different animal than any other type
of case. This action is based on the negligence of a healthcare provider, and whether
that provider breached the “standard of
care.”
The practice of law as it relates to med-

ical malpractice is governed by statute in
Louisiana. These statutes impose a two layer
process – one that begins with a review of
the healthcare provider by his peers and is
usually followed by a petition requesting a
trial with a review by the plaintiff’s peers or
a judge. Another difference with the medical
malpractice case is that there is a statutory
cap of $500,000 for damages.
An action in medical malpractice is very
expensive and difficult. Medical records
must be ordered and experts must be hired.
A close examination of the medical records
by an expert in the field of practice where
the alleged malpractice takes place is a
must. After all the information has been
gathered, the information is then put in a
complaint to the “Patient’s Compensation
Fund.” After further gathering of information, the parties must make a submission to
a “Medical Review Panel” which consists of
a panel of three physicians. A panel meeting
is held and a decision is rendered.
Even if you lose at the panel, you have
another shot with the “normal” process.
Once the panel has rendered its decision, the
plaintiff has 90 days to file his “Petition for
Damages” in the appropriate parish court.
The process begins again with further depositions and discovery working towards a trial

of the matter. The plaintiff has the burden to
prove that the healthcare provider’s actions
were negligent and further that this negligence caused the damages or death. Many
people who have medical malpractice
claims are not in good health prior to the
alleged malpractice. Some of the care they
get carries a risk of complications or adverse
reactions. In a medical malpractice case, it
must be proven that the physician or health
care provider caused the bad outcome.
Another recent case has dealt with a
young woman in her late thirties who went
every six months for her mammogram. Her
films showed that there existed “calcifications” in her breasts. She was to be monitored closely because calcifications can be a
precursor to breast cancer. Mary went for
her exam in January. The screening radiologist found some increased calcification and
called for a diagnostic test. The radiologist
reading the diagnostic test found no evidence of cancer. In June, Mary went back
again for her mammogram. The radiologist
found no evidence of cancer. However, upon
examination by her gynecologist, Mary was
sent to a surgeon for follow-up. Mary was
diagnosed with Stage III breast cancer. In
hindsight, a review of the films in August
reveals a mass that should have been inves-

tigated further with ultrasound. However,
due to the position of the cancer, the films
taken in June did not reveal the mass. Did
the radiologist commit medical malpractice?
Should he have seen the mass in the January
films and requested extra testing? Would
other radiologists have seen the mass in the
January films and requested extra testing?
These are the questions posed in a medical
review complaint.
Many cases are not medical malpractice,
but simply a lack of communication
between doctor and patient. Some people do
not clearly understand the risks that are
inherent in their condition or the risks inherent in a surgery. Is the cancer case above
medical malpractice or is it just bad luck?
Either way, the cancer case deserves a
review by the physician’s peers and/or a
review of Mary’s peers in a court of law. H
Pamela Lolan is an attorney at Melchers
Law Firm located at 909 West Esplanade
Avenue in Kenner. The firm’s primary areas
of practice are estate planning, wills, trusts,
successions, real estate, corporate law, and
personal injury. Lolan can be reached at
467-1092 or visit the website at
www.melcherslawfirm.com.

ORTHOPEDIC CENTER FOR SPORTS MEDICINE
Luis M. Espinoza, M.D., Charles P. Murphy, M.D., Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine is a multispecialty center of excellence dedicated to providing the highest quality care for patients with injury or disease of the
musculoskeletal system. Charles P. Murphy, M.D., Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. and Luis
M. Espinoza, M.D. are fellowship trained and board certified orthopedic surgeons.
Their practice encompasses sports medicine, arthroscopy, joint replacement surgery, fracture care, and occupational injuries with focused expertise in surgery of
the shoulder and knee. The Orthopedic Center utilizes in house physical therapists

to facilitate recovery following injury or surgery. We are pleased to announce the
addition of an extremity MRI at our Metairie office for added patient convenience.
Drs. Espinoza, Murphy, and Lyons are pleased to announce their association as
orthopedic consultants to the New York Mets AAA affiliate New Orleans Zephyrs.
671 W. Esplanade Avenue, Suite 100, Kenner 467-5900
4921 Airline Drive, Metairie 889-2663
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THE BIGGEST
DAM MOVIE YOU EVER SAW.

OPENS NOVEMBER 1 • Call 468-7231 Ext. 228 For Showtimes
Produced in the giant screen IMAX/OMNIMAX format, BEAVERS plunges viewers into the rich aquatic habitat of one of nature’s greatest engineers for an intimate look.
Set in pristine forests and waters in the heart of the Canadian Rocky Mountains, this film follows the story of a family of beavers as they grow, play and transform the world
around them. Leaving the shelter of an overcrowded colony, a young pair of beavers set out over land in search of a location for their new home. A site is found and the beavers
begin a monumental project: the total transformation of the surrounding area to suit their needs as water dwellers. Filmed principally in the Kananaskis region of Alberta, Canada,
BEAVERS depicts the life of these amphibious, shy, mysterious animals, from tree-felling and dam-building, to the rearing of young and the hazards of the forest.
In 2004 the film BEAVERS was inducted into the Maximum Image Hall of Fame by IMAX theaters from around the world. Released in 1988,
BEAVERS is still in exhibition more than a decade-and-a-half later and has become a cinema classic and a world-wide family favorite.
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Staying true to your resolutions
By YVETTE DUSSOUY
Despite
annual resolutions to get in
shape, millions of individuals see
their eff o rts
fail time and
time again. If
you
are
among the 80
percent of Americans who struggle to
achieve a consistent commitment to exercise, don’t lose hope. Give the following
strategies a try, and you may just keep this
year’s resolution!
Stick with activities you enjoy. Don’t
drag yourself into an indoor cycling class
because it will burn a high number of calories. If you really prefer dancing, do that
instead. Experiment with several activities
until you find a few that you truly enjoy and
stick with them.
Keep a workout schedule. Set the days,
time and place where you intend to exercise. Treat exercise as you would any other
important appointment.
Find an exercise buddy. Whether it’s
your spouse, sibling, child or friend (the
preferred), an exercise partner can help
keep your fitness program on track.
Mix and match your workouts. Cross
training combats boredom while varying

the physical demands placed on your body.
If you run on Monday, bicycle ride or try a
dance exercise class on Tu e s d ay or
Wednesday. You’ll feel better and reduce
your risk of overuse injuries.
Use outside stimuli. Whether it’s great
music, a scenic location or a fa bu l o u s
instructor, the exercise atmosphere can do a
lot to fuel your enthusiasm.
Set realistic goals. If you’ve been inactive for any period of time, make physical
activity your first priority, not losing 50
pounds! Break large goals into small steps
and take them one at a time.
When you find your resolution slipping, just get right back to it!
If you’re doing what you like, it only
takes one exercise session to remind you
how much you missed it! H
Yvette Dussouy, a certified instructor
for over 16 years, has owned and operated
the Kenner Jazzercise Fitness Center located at 3729 Williams Boulevard for over 13
years. Dussouy has been awa rded
Pacesetter Elite status by Jazzercise, Inc.
for the past eight years. Dussouy can be
reached at 443-6666 or jazspot@aol.com.
The Kenner Jazzercise Center has classes
early morning, morning, afternoon,
evenings and weekends – some include
ch i l d c a re. This class schedule incl u d e s
classes for the overweight through the very
fit. For the complete schedule visit
www.jazzercise.com.

H
H Community
Newell Norman to speak at civic meeting
The general membership of Citizens
For A Safer Jefferson will be held on
Monday, February 5, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. at
the East Bank Regional Library located
4747 West Napoleon in Metairie.
Newell Norman, second in command to
Jefferson Parish Sheriff Harry Lee, will
speak about what citizens can do to help
stem the current increase in crime.
The public is invited to attend. For any
questions about the organization or the
meeting, call Tony Ligi at 455-7974.
Last month the membership of Citizens
For A Safer Jefferson elected officers to
serve during 2007.

Members elected to the board of directors include Barbara Ballard, Gloria
Caseauz, John Foren, Ryan Hanemann, Pat
Harrison, Larry Katz, Jean Rice, Uma
S a n d i lya, Denis Taylor and John Van
Vranken,III. Debbie Settoon was elected
chairman. Jim Garvey was selected vicechairman and Charlotte Ruiz was elected as
the club’s treasurer. The club’s secretary
will be Tony Ligi.
The organization holds its general
membership meeting on the first Monday
of each month. For more information call
455-7974. H

IS YOUR

TARGET MARKET
KENNER CITIZENS?

THE KENNER STHR

REACHES 20,600 HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER
CALL 468-9125 FOR AD RATES

Kenner

$

25 OFF
some restrictions apply
expires 02/28/07
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Look for

Grand Opening

Ways to reduce your
homeowners insurance cost

of

New Location!

By DAN DORMADY

HAIR STUDIO & SALON
SINCE 1985

3535 Chateau Blvd., Suite 5

465-9590

Open Tuesday through Saturday

(corner of Williams & Joe Yenni)

SUPERBOWL PARTY
CRAWFISH BOIL
$10 PER PERSON

LiveWeekendBands
February
February
February
February
February
February

2
9
10
17
23
24

Po Boys
Monster Crawfish
Playtime
Old School
Midnight Special
Gas House Gorillaz

10-2
10-2
10-2
10-2
10-2
10-2

466-4069

STEAKS

•

SEAFOOD

•

CHOPS

Opening for lunch Mon. - Fri.
PIANO PLAYER THURS., FRI., & SAT.
Large selection of wine and great martinis
3 Large Rooms for Special Occasions, Parties and Banquets

Reservations 218.8967

H

Open nightly 7 days at 5pm

111 Veterans Blvd. in Heritage Plaza Building
n

Owned by Scott Korndorffer of Chateau Coffee Cafe and
George Messina of Messina's Restaurant,
Co-owners of Jazz Seafood and Steak House

Most of us
h ave
experienced
steep
increases in our
homeowners
insurance since
Hurricane
Katrina and are
looking
for
opportunities to
reduce
our
insurance cost. Here are several areas for you
to consider that can help reduce the impact of
these increases.
Raise Your Deductible. Deductibles are
the amount of money you have to pay toward
a loss before your insurance company starts to
pay a claim, according to the terms of your
policy. The higher the deductible, the lower
the premiums. Nowadays, most insurance
companies recommend a deductible of at least
$500. If you can afford to raise yo u r
deductible to $1,000, you may save as much
as 25 percent. Also, remember that now your
insurance policy may have a separate
deductible for certain kinds of damage such
as for wind, hail damage or hurricane.
Don’t confuse what you paid for your
house with rebuilding costs. The land under
your house isn’t at risk from theft, windstorm,
fire and the other perils covered in your
homeowners policy. So don’t include its value
in deciding how much homeowners insurance
to buy. If you do, you will pay a higher premium than you should.
Buy your home and auto policies from the
same insurer. Most companies that sell homeowners, auto and liability coverage will take
five to 15 percent off your premium if you buy
two or more policies from them. But make
certain this combined price is lower than buying the insurance from different companies.
Make your home more disaster resistant.
Find out from your insurance agent or company representative what steps you can take to
make your home more resistant to windstorms and other natural disasters. You may be
able to save on your premiums by adding
storm shutters, reinforcing your roof or buying stronger roofing materials. In addition,
consider modernizing your heating, plumbing
and electrical systems to reduce the risk of
fire and water damage.
Improve your home security. You can usually get discounts of at least five percent for a
smoke detector, burglar alarm or dead-bolt
locks. Some companies offer to cut your premium by as much as 15 or 20 percent if you
install a sophisticated sprinkler system and a
fire and burglar alarm that rings at the police,
fire or other monitoring stations. These systems aren’t cheap and not every system qualifies for a discount. Before you buy such a
system, find out what kind your insurer recommends, how much the device would cost

and how much you would save on premiums.
Seek out other discounts. Companies
offer several types of discounts, but they don’t
all offer the same discount or the same
amount of discount in all states. For example,
since retired people stay at home more than
working people they are less likely to be burglarized and may spot fires sooner, too.
Retired people also have more time for maintaining their homes. If you’re at least 55 years
old and retired, you may qualify for a discount
of up to 10 percent with some companies.
Some employers and professional associations administer group insurance programs
that may offer a better deal than you can get
elsewhere.
Maintain a good credit re c o rd .
Establishing a solid credit history can cut
your insurance costs. Insurers are increasingly using credit information to price homeowners insurance policies. In most states,
your insurer must advise you of any adverse
action, such as a higher rate, at which time
you should verify the accuracy of the information on which the insurer relied. To protect
your credit standing, pay your bills on time,
don’t obtain more credit than you need and
keep your credit balances as low as possible.
Check your credit record on a regular basis
and have any errors corrected promptly so
that your record remains accurate.
Stay with the same insurer. If you’ve kept
your coverage with a company for several
years, you may receive a special discount for
being a long-term policyholder. Some insurers will reduce their premiums by five percent
if you stay with them for three to five years
and by 10 percent if you remain a policyholder for six years or more. But make certain to
periodically compare this price with that of
other policies.
Finally, review the limits in your policy
and the value of your possessions at least
once a year. You want your policy to cover
any major purchases or additions to your
home. But you don’t want to spend money for
coverage you don’t need. For example, if your
five-year-old fur coat is no longer worth the
$5,000 you paid for it, you’ll want to reduce
or cancel your floater (extra insurance for
items whose full value is not covered by standard homeowners policies such as expensive
jewelry, high-end computers and valuable art
work). H
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector
(LSBHI #10273) and the president of
Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally
owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building
inspection services. Dormady can be reached
at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA
70011-3565,
or
at
criteriumdormady@cox.net.
CriteriumDormady Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.
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Ochsner undergoing clinical study to evaluate first-in-class cardiac device
Ochsner Health System has announced
it is studying a medical device in patients to
measure the potential health benefits of a
new implantable pulse generator called the
Optimizer™. The Optimizer delivers electrical impulses to the heart for patients who
suffer from moderate-to-severe heart failure. The Ochsner Medical Center location
on Jefferson Highway is the only hospital
in the state of Louisiana participating in
this multi-center clinical research study.
The first Optimizer implant in
Louisiana was received by Deborah
Bourque of New Orleans in October 2005.
Dr. Freddy Abi Samra, M.D., Director of
Electrophysiology and pacing services at
Ochsner, said of this research device, “In
spite of the advances made over the last 15
years, heart failure remains a common
cause of death or disability. This novel therapy stimulates the heart as it is beating,
which appears to make the heart beat more

IMPROVEMENTS

(continued from page 1)

“The contractor is known for completing
projects on or ahead of schedule. We hope
that will be the case with this job and that
safe operation by passing motorists will help
eliminate any problems,” said Reddy. The
project end date is set for April 29. The project construction inspection will be done by
Meyer Engineers, Ltd.
Regarding the hump at Roosevelt and
West Napoleon, Reddy said the city of
Kenner is working cooperative ly with
Jefferson Parish on its removal. The work
will begin in early February. Fleming
Construction is the major contractor on the
job. H

HOME DEPOT

(continued from page 1)

will indeed build a major project on what
was previously unused airport land.
Kenner’s Planning and Zoning Director
Jay Hebert said the site still is prime land
for retail development and he ex p e c t s
Home Depot to come forward with a
revised set of plans later this year, perhaps
within 60 or 90 days. A spokesperson for
Home Depot declined to comment.
Kenner District 2 Councilman Joe
Stagni, whose district includes the site
where the Home Depot was to be built said,
“Even though the project appears to be on
hold, Home Depot does have a long-term
lease with the developer. We have brought
this property back into commerce and the
citizens of Kenner are benefiting from the
collection of property taxes and sale of the
street rights-of way. The only thing left is a
viable project that benefits both the community and the business. I believe that can
happen.” H

efficiently. It could really make a positive
impact in the quality of life for millions of
people who suffer from heart failure – as it
has for Ms. Bourque.”
There are currently no other devices
that provide the same effect as the
Optimizer. Pacemakers work to re-establish
a normal heart rate through the administration of electrical pacing signals.

Defibrillators work to stop abnormal
rhythms in a heart that is beating chaotically or too fast by delivering an electric
shock. While these devices intend to
resolve problems with the heart’s rhythm,
the Optimizer System is designed to modulate the strength of contraction of the heart
muscle rather than its rhythm.
Cardiac Contractility Modulation, or

CCM, the unique technology behind the
Optimizer, is a method for treating failing
hearts. Unlike signals generated by other
cardiac devices, the CCM signals do not
initiate a heartbeat. Rather, CCM signals
are intended to modify heart cell function
in a manner that affects the contractility of
the heart muscle. H
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St. Jerome
Knights of Columbus
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Every Monday and Thursday Night • Doors Open 6 pm
Progressive BLACKOUT $10,000.00 • 50 Balls or Less as of 1/23/07

Receive a FREE Pack! after minimum purchase with this ad.
Food Available

Early Bird Game 7:45 pm

•

3310 Florida Avenue

Regular Game 7:50 pm

•

(504) 469-6736

STEAK NIGHT Every Wed. & Sat.
8 oz. FILET with mashed potatoes
$9.99
MONDAY NIGHT SPECIAL
Bucket of Budweiser Beer
6 for $8.00
Sunday - Thursday
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 a.m.

Friday & Saturday
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 a.m.

5216 Veterans Blvd., Metairie
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Community celebrates the
heart and spirit of women
By KEITH DARCEY
Given the
choice between
jogging a few
miles or just
going out for a
night of dancing,
most
would say the
dancing seems
like the better
option. What
t h ey may not
know is that in choosing dance, you are
choosing an activity that can serve as an
excellent aerobic exercise while also being
kinder to your joints than running or jogging. It is with that realization in mind that
East Jefferson General Hospital, in conjunction with Spirit of Women, presents “Day of
Dance” at Lakeside Mall on Saturday
February 24.
“Day of Dance” is a national initiative
from Spirit of Women, an organization
devoted to the health and wellness issues of
women and their families. With “Day of
Dance,” Spirit of Women and EJGH hope to
help the women of our region build better
cardiovascular health through dance.
Cardiologist Gregory Tilton of EJGH says
“there are both social and clinical benefits to
dancing. Dancing can be fun and beneficial.
It can double as a form of exercise and
camaraderie thus benefiting the heart and
reducing loneliness.”
The event will kick off at 11:00 a.m.
with a second line through the mall featuring
Mardi Gras Indians, the Bamboula 2000
Drummers and heart attack survivors. The

next four hours will be filled with dance performances, cooking demonstrations, health
screenings and dozens of giveaways. Valerie
Englade of East Jefferson General Hospital
believes this will be a one of a kind event.
“With the help of the New Orleans Ballet
Association, we have put together an interactive history of dance that will allow everyone the chance to learn and perform ballet,
flamenco, jazz, modern, African dance and
more. It really is shaping up to be a unique
and fun day for everyone,” said Englade.
As a Spirit of Women hospital, EJGH is
considered a leader in preventive health.
“Day of Dance” gives them an opportunity
to move outside the hospital and take the
message of cardio-wellness to the rest of the
community. For years, heart disease was
seen as a predominantly male disease, but
heart disease is the leading cause of death
among both men and women. Every two
minutes, an American woman suffers a fatal
heart attack. Through education and programs like “Day of Dance,” East Jefferson
General Hospital and Spirit of Women hope
to positively impact those rates and help the
women of this region live longer, healthier
lives. H
Keith M. Darcey is a communications
specialist with East Je ffe rson General
Hospital located at 4200 Houma Boulevard
in Metairie. Darcey can be reached at 8897110 or at kdarcey@ejgh.org. East Jefferson
General Hospital, Louisiana’s first Nurse
Magnet hospital, is a publicly owned, notfo r- p rofit community hospital, prov i d i n g
care to the residents of the East Bank of
Jefferson Parish and surrounding communities.

Ochsner heart specialist reminds
everyone: Regular checkups are a must
By ALLAN KATZ
A specialist in vascular diseases at
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner says the
South Louisiana lifestyle can be a killer for
those who don’t see their doctor on a regular
basis and can’t bear to practice moderation
when it comes to eating, smoking and the
use of alcohol.
Dr. Ali Reza, a cardiologist at Ochsner
Medical Center-Kenner, says, “All too often,
we see patients with vascular diseases when
they are in serious trouble and have to admit
they haven’t been to a doctor in years. I
sometimes think that people know very well
they’re abusing their bodies with overeating,
being overweight, smoking and alcohol but
just can’t bear to face the problems that go
with their over-indulgence. Of course, sooner or later, the consequences are unavoidable, but all too often only when the life-or-

death crisis is at hand.”
Dr. Reza, who has practiced interventional cardiology in South Louisiana for 10
years, says the unique “let the good times
roll” lifestyle of the region can be enjoyed
in moderation by those who watch what
they eat, keep their weight under control,
give up smoking and practice moderate use
of alcohol.
“Regular checkups are a must,” says Dr.
Reza. “Seeing your doctor on a regular basis
should be an ingrained part of your lifestyle.
I think those of us in the medical profession
have not done a good enough job of educating the public about the risks of diabetes,
hypertension and other heart-related illnesses, especially for those who love to eat,
smoke and drink without consideration for
the consequences of their actions.”
Dr. Reza said the challenge for changed
continued on next page
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New treatments for multiple sclerosis
By PAOLO ZAMBITO
Most people think of
multiple sclerosis as a
young person’s
disease; however, in recent
decades, it has
become more
c o m m o n
among those in
their 30s, 40s
and 50s. And, it mostly affects women. A
perfect example is actress Teri Garr who
recently announced she has MS in her 50s.
Garr explains that the tingling began in
her right foot. Then, jogging in Central
Park, she stumbled. Before long, she felt a
stabbing pain in her arm. Her symptoms
began in 1983, and since Garr was at the
peak of her career she wasn’t going to let a
little pain or clumsiness slow her down,
especially since doctors couldn’t tell her
what was wrong. Garr said she had experienced symptoms for almost 20 years, before
she could get a firm diagnosis.
Multiple sclerosis is a chronic disease
of the central nervous system that causes
symptoms ranging from numbness and poor
coordination to blindness and paralysis. It
affects about 2.5 million people worldwide.
And, there is no specific diagnostic test for
the disease.
“Although MS is a clinical diagnosis by
history and examination, many patients
with MS are diagnosed with MRI scans or
spinal taps because there is no official way
to diagnose the illness,” explains Dr.

OCHSNER HEART SPECIALIST

(continued from previous page)

lifestyles is especially form i d a ble for
African-Americans, who have the highest
mortality rates in the region for heart disease
and, in many instances, do not have regular
medical checkups automatically factored
into their personal schedules.
“Over a five - year period, AfricanAmericans have the highest risks for heart
attacks, strokes, loss of a limb due to diabetes and other dire consequences of overindulgence,” said Dr. Reza.
On the brighter side, Dr. Reza said medications and treatments for vascular diseases
have greatly improved in the last decade. He
said that Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner is

Michael Wilensky, a neurologist who practices at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner.
“Most patients come to me through referrals from their orthopedists (pain or weakness) or ophthalmologists because of vision
problems.”
Dr. Wilensky explains that there are several new treatments that have become available in the last 10-12 years, like the new
“injectibles” which suppress the immune
system and have significantly changed the
course of the disease by improving function
in patients’ day to day lives. Wilenksy says,
“I want people to know that this is a treatable disease, it is not a death sentence.
Many patients with MS are functioning
despite scary perceptions created by what
you see on television. The new drug therapies have made this disease something people can function with and lead somewhat
normal lives.”
Dr. Wilensky and his team are currently
researching the genetic links to MS among
local populations.
Dr. Wilensky will be participating in a
Multiple Sclerosis Fair sponsored by the
Bayou Multiple Sclerosis Foundation (cosponsored by the local Louisiana Chapter of
the National MS Society) on March 3, 2007
at St. Martin’s High School. For more information, please visit www.nationalmssociety.org/LAM/home or call 832-4013. H
Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive
officer at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
and has served in this role for two years.
For more information, contact OMCKenner at the corner of West Esplanade and
Loyola Avenue in Kenner, call 468-8600 or
visit www.ochsner.org.

superbly equipped for the treatment of heart
ailments and that 90 percent of all vascular
illnesses can now be treated without surgery.
“Relatively speaking, we live in a golden
age of medicine when it comes to vascular
illnesses,” said Dr. Reza. “The advances of
the last 10 to 15 years have been enormous.
But, the fact remains that the best way to
avoid cardiology crisis is quite simple – stop
overeating, stop smoking and stop drinking.
I know some people would say that if you
give up overeating, smoking and drinking
that isn’t really living. But good health and
long life is a blessing and we really need
more of us advocating that moderation and
regular medical checkups can change thousands of lives for the better.” H

American Cancer Society
INFORMATION & ANSWERS
24 hours a day – 7 days a week
1-800-ACS-2345 • www.cancer.org

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner Work • Struts
Brake Service • Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups CV Joints • Fuel Injection Cleaning

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireauto.com

The Ice House
2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm/Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm/Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

469-3503

Riding in a parade?
Need. . .Ice, Beer, Soft Drinks, Water?
Let us DELIVER to your float!
H

18 PK-16 oz. BOTTLES
COOLER PACK – just add ice

COORS
LIGHT

15.99

PROPANE

WE WILL BE OPEN
FAT TUESDAY AT

4 AM
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CARL MULLICAN

(continued from page 1)

tourism, Mullican made an important contribution to a city making strides to see
itself in a new way.
“When I first became mayor in 1982, I
turned to Carl for ideas of how we could
take a city that really thought of itself as a
collection of neighborhoods and help
develop a sense of oneness,” said former
Kenner Mayor Aaron Broussard. “Carl did
many innovative things with that request.”
As an example, Broussard credits
Mullican with developing the city’s first

tourism brochure, which was sent to citizens in an effort to help them become
Kenner ambassadors to family and friends.
“I don’t think that the city had ever
been portrayed in such a positive light
before then,” Broussard said. “At that same
time we had a hospital and mall being built,
and Rivertown in development – all of
these things combined to get people excited about where they lived. Carl’s work
helped to show our residents that Kenner
was a destination that had something special to offer.”
Broussard also credits Mullican with
creating pieces that helped tax payers stay

better informed about city expenditures.
“Carl took the city’s annual report and
brought it to a new level, showing how tax
dollars were being spent and what projects
were on the horizon. Every year he did a
great job of placing in the forefront of people’s minds the basis for having pride in
Kenner.”
Broussard said that Mullican’s annual
reports for the city were also used as economic development tools as well, which
were provided to prospective businesses
who could then see a snapshot of a city that
provided great opportunity.
In
subsequent
administrations,

Mullican would continue to make an
impact on the city’s image and landscape.
His concept of Ke n n e r ’s “Green and
Growing” program, implemented by former Mayor Louis Congemi, saw the beautification of many of the city’s main thoroughfares. Mullican also created such
works as Kenner’s “America’s City” logo,
which prompted the city to become awash
in red, white, and blue at a time when
America was facing terrorist threats at
home. In a previously unpublished 2003
interview with the Kenner Star, Mullican
explained the significance of identifying
the city with our nation.
“Why is the America logotype important to us? First it is a continuing reminder
that the city of Kenner is an integral part of
America, that our citizens are proud to publicly and continually acknowledge that
affiliation. Second, it communicates to our
children that America is a loved, respected,
honored and cherished part of our daily
lives. Third, it stimulates in each of us the
pride we feel in being an American,”
Mullican said.
Mullican’s own deeply held sense of
patriotism undoubtedly came by way of
service to his country as an Army Air
Corps pilot in WWII, where he became a
German POW after his plane was shot
down over Romania. His heroism and service to America was acknowledged by his
receipt of the Distinguished Service Cross
– our nation’s second highest awa r d
exceeded only by the Congressional Medal
of Honor.
Following his return to the states,
Mullican earned several degrees from the
University of Mississippi, including a juris
doctorate. After relocating to New Orleans
from his native Mississippi in the late
1950s, Mullican did communication work
for the MiddleSouth utility company, now
Entergy, before founding Carl Mullican
Communications, a company he operated
until his death.
Mr. Mullican was laid to rest on
January 24 in Arlington National Cemetery
with full military honors. H

St. Vincent’s Infant
and Maternity Guild
to hold fundraiser
The St. Vincent’s Infant and Maternity
Guild will hold their annual luncheon and
fundraiser on Tuesday, February 6, 2007
from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at the St.
Dominic Catholic School gymnasium
located at 6326 Memphis Street in
Lakeview.
Tickets are $20 and include lunch. All
proceeds will be used for Pro-Life Services
with Catholic Charities. Reservations are
necessary. For reservations call Carol
Porter at 834-1456. For more information
call Helen Andry at 837-8233. H
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Landscaping as usual…

The stealth veterans benefit

WE ARE REBUILT!

By RONALD HAMPTON
If you are
a veteran of
WWII, Korea
or
the
Vietnam wa r
you may qualify for an
a l m o s t
unknown benefit
wh i c h
could be of
tremendous
help should you become disabled. How
much help? A qualified veteran can receive
up to $1,744 per month in benefits and a
widow or widower can receive up to $945
per month. Imagine how much help this
would be if you, your spouse or your widow
or widower became disabled. What kind of
disability are we talking about? Typically,
that which would trigger benefits from a
long term care insurance policy would also
qualify one to receive the VA benefits.
Since only a tiny fraction of those over age
65 have a long term care policy, this benefit could mean the difference in being cared
for at home rather than going into a nursing
home and spending down all your assets.
In recent columns we have covered the
subject of nursing home spend-down to
qualify for Medicaid, but the VA benefit
works totally different and has no relation
to Medicaid at all. In fact, the program is
designed specifically to pay for home care
or aid and attendance in an assisted living
facility. By coordinating the two programs
it will help ensure that people can take
advantage of both VA benefits and
Medicaid if needed.
If you have been following this column
in the Kenner Star you know that Medicaid
looks back 60 months and penalizes for any

gifts made to family members or others.
The VA program has no look back period
but is very restrictive concerning assets and
income. One very important feature is that
it would allow for payment to a family
member who is acting as caregiver for the
veteran.
If this benefit is so great why haven’t
you heard of it? Apparently the VA and veterans organizations have not done a stellar
job of letting veterans know about it. A
spokesman for the VA who was interviewed
for the Kansas City Star in December 2005
stated that generally “veterans are completely unaware that the program exists.”
The article goes on to estimate that nearly
two million veterans or their widow or widowers are missing out on as much as $22
billion a year that would be available to
them.
The greatest difficulty in qualifying for
the VA benefits as well as pre-planning for
possible nursing home confinement is that
the rules are complex and very few individuals are capable of negotiating through
them without help. As a result, many simply give up or make disqualifying mistakes.
If you believe that you or a loved one may
be eligible, be sure to contact a qualified
estate planner with the knowledge to help
you. You will want to put together a plan for
both VA and nursing home. H
Ronald Hampton is the principal of
Retirement Planning Associates located at
3500 North Causeway Boulevard in Metairie.
Hampton is a Certified Retirement Financial
Advisor™ and author of “Retirement Land
Mines and How to Avoid Them”©. He can be
reached at 1-800-569-2902 or ronaldghampton@cox.net. Hampton’s firm is a participant
in the Better Business Bureau CARE program.
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We are open for business and hope
our old friends will come and see us.
CALL LYNN DIMM FOR AN ESTIMATE
PERSONAL SERVICE - SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

888-7517 or 468-5467
LYNN DIMM’S NURSERY
27 W. 27th Street • Kenner, LA

Edward Nikolaus, Jr.
Owner

Over 25 Years Experience • Works With Any Insurance Company • Lifetime Warranty

WORLD CLASS COLLISION AND DETAIL CENTER
2835 Virginia Street

•

Kenner • 467-7775

Personal Touch…
PricesCan’t BeBeat !
F R E E

E S T I M AT E S

Carpet • Wood
Ceramic • Granite
Marble • Laminate
Guaranteed
Installation

50

$

OFF

Purchase of
$750 or more
Installation
Required
MENTION THIS AD

Drenner will speak at KPBA meeting
The Kenner Professional Business
Association, formerly known as the Kenner
Professional Women’s Association, will
hold its monthly meeting on Tuesday,
February 27, 2007. The guest speaker will
be Mark Drenner from Greater New
Orleans, Inc.
KPBA is a group of professional men

and women that meets monthly at the
Radisson New Orleans Airport Hotel,
located at 2150 Veterans Boulevard in
Kenner.
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. followed by lunch at noon. Advance reservations are required. Call 962-3930 for more
information. H

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE

KENNER STHR

Muller’s Flooring Solutions
Family owned and operated

3712 Williams Blvd.

•

Next to Helm Paint

469-9500
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Protecting our children and communities

By BOBBY JINDAL
United States Congressman
Louisiana’s 1st Congressional District
The first days of 2007 were filled with numerous reports of murders in New Orleans, with the number of those killed reaching double digits even before the second week of the year had concluded.
One shooting even occurred as the victim was holding his two-yearold son and watched as his Harvard educated wife was gunned down.
New Orleans’ murder rate in 2003 was nearly eight times the
national average – and since then, the murder rate has continued to
increase. In 2002 and 2003, New Orleans had the highest per capita
city homicide rate in the United States, with 59 people killed per year
per 100,000 citizens – compared to New York City’s seven. In 2006,
despite a population decrease stemming from Hurricanes Katrina and
Rita, 161 killings still occurred in the Crescent City.
The problem of crime is not a new one, nor is it a problem that is
limited to major urban areas like New Orleans. The first five minutes
of local newscasts – whether you are in Shreveport, Monroe, Lake
Charles or anywhere in between – recaps the violent crimes, robberies and drug arrests that have occurred in the last 24 hours that are
placing a stranglehold on our communities.
Criminals are getting more daring and are willing to strike during
any time of the day. Earlier this month a successful professional in

Baton Rouge was walking to her car during broad daylight on a rainy afternoon at a local grocery store when
she was confronted by a man and woman brandishing a
gun. Luckily, she was not injured, but her story is a
good reminder that while we cannot be a captive to
these types of events, we should remain vigilant of our
surroundings and work together to combat this growing
trend.
Once thought to be only a problem in our nation’s
largest cities, violent crime and gangs have invaded
smaller communities, as witnessed by the recent shooting in the town of Maringouin located in Iberville
Parish, where three reported criminal gangs exist.
Across the state in 2005, Louisiana endured 26,889 violent crimes, 450 murders, and 19,681 aggravated
assaults. This places Louisiana’s crime rate about 24
percent higher than the national average rate.
Although not all criminal activity can be linked to
the rise in gang violence, the U.S. Department of
Justice reports that there are currently over 25,000
active gangs in more than 3,000 jurisdictions in the
United States. More and more communities are suffering from gang type violence where all too often innocent bystanders are tragically shot, and law-abiding
members of communities are prisoners in their own
homes in fear of being caught in the cross-fire of gang
violence. These gangs are also introducing our youth to
dangerous illegal drugs in many of these communities.
To help fight this problem I have introduced legislation that will establish joint task forces of federal,
state and local law enforcement and prosecutors so they
can share resources and intelligence to help target the
most serious gangs in a community. For Louisiana, this
means encouraging full interaction and communication
beyond parish lines between law enforcement, prosecution, clerks of court, judges, corrections, and homeland
security.
The bill would create guidelines to designate “High
Intensity Gang Areas” in these communities and
authorize federal funding to help combat gang activity,
as well as help states hire prosecutors and purchase
technology, equipment and training for gang enforcement.
But many times once these criminals are caught and
released they will move to another part of the state and
begin all over again. For 36 years, Louisiana has been
trying to put together a database to track criminals,
arrests, prosecutions and convictions. As hard as it is to
believe, there currently is no comprehensive system to
track offenders from the time of arrest through to disposition. This type of system would have been very
valuable in the wake of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita
when FEMA refused to share information with local
authorities on whether any evacuees staying at shelters
or FEMA-run trailer parks had a past history of sexually violating innocent children. These criminals are
guilty of the most despicable crime possible and we
must do more to protect our children from these dangerous criminals. Congress, with my support, has
passed a bill to make sure that this mistake is not made
again and requires the agency to share with local law
enforcement officials any information on sex u a l
offenders who might be residing in these temporary living arrangements.
This database would also help law enforcement
officers have vital information they need when confronting a possible criminal. For example, if a sex
offender slips through the Orleans Parish criminal justice system and is later pulled over blocks from an ele-

mentary school in Bossier City, this database will give
law enforcement officers detailed information on the
offender’s past arrests and crimes that was previously
unavailable.
Louisiana can become a model for the nation by
having the first fully integrated automated criminal justice information system. The key to implementing this
thirty year old effort is to provide funding to the key
reporting agencies, particularly the district attorneys, to
help establish this type of system. The project should
also facilitate the completion of systems for law
enforcement and courts, and assure interoperability
between the various systems.
In light of this goal, my legislation authorizes the
U.S. Department of Justice to award grants to state and
local programs for the specific purpose of designing
and establishing a statewide database to track criminals,
arrests, prosecutions and convictions. With Louisiana
receiving such a grant, a database that law enforcement
agencies have sought for more than three decades
would finally be established and play an important role
in protecting our children and communities from established criminals.
No single group can solve the crime problem alone.
Our country was able to begin breaking up organized
crime years ago only when federal, state and local governments wo r ked together to utilize each other’s
resources. My legislation helps establish that working
relationship again. Only through that coordinated
effort, as well as the efforts of ordinary citizens watching and taking action in their neighborhoods, will we
take back our communities and tackle the current crime
problem in Louisiana. H
Congressman Bobby Jindal’s 1st Congressional
District covers Jefferson, Orleans, St. Charles, St.
Tammany, Tangipahoa and Washington Parishes.
C o n g ressman Jindal has offices locally and in
Washington, D.C. and can be re a ched via his
Southshore office at 3525 North Causeway Boulevard,
Suite 1020, Metairie, Louisiana, 70002 or 837-1259.
Constituents can also write to Congressman Jindal
directly at www.Jindal.house.gov.

NORTH KENNER FLOODING

(continued from page 1)

increased 48-inch culvert is expected to cause water to
flow more quickly and directly to the drainage canal on
Vintage Drive.
The work will be done by Boh Brothers
Construction Co. and the funds for the project – about
$90,000 – will come from Councilman Zahn’s 3rd
District account.
On the northwest side of the city, Councilman
Denapolis advocated placing a larger main drain line
along Ole Miss Drive between Yale and Johns Hopkins
Streets and on Stanford Place between West Loyola
Drive and Canal Number 17.
Councilman Denapolis said the improvements
should end years of flooding that have frustrated residents of the area.
The work is expected to cost more than $270,000
and will come from Councilman Denapolis’ 5th
District council account. Councilman Denapolis said
he is seeking $250,000 in additional funding for two
more important drainage projects in his district. H
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Don’t quit!
By JOEY CLEVELAND
Last month I wrote about giving my deceased husband,
Carl, a Christmas gift of a goat for a poor family in a third
world country. I received several responses and encountered
several people who told me their own goat stories which were
very entertaining; however, one person wrote to suggest that I
recommend to readers that animals can be given as gifts for
any occasion (birthdays, anniversaries, etc.) which will bless
needy people throughout the world all year long. I think this
is a wonderful idea, and so for your consideration I would like
to give you the email addresses of three such organizations
that sent me their catalogs. This is not meant to be an exhaustive list. It’s only the ones that I have had contact with.
Food for the Poor: www.foodforthepoor.com
Heifer International: www.catalog.heifer.org
World Vision: www.worldvisiongifts.org
In last month’s column I also mentioned that I was beginning a weight loss program because my health was suffering,
and I really needed to “lighten up,” if you know what I mean.
Well, late one night I was on the computer and came across a
website for a diet that averaged a loss of nine pounds for the
first eleven days of the program. (It’s an eleven-days-on and
three-days-off program). I took the bait and downloaded the
diet (for a fee). The next day I went to the grocery store and
purchased the food I needed for the next eleven days. The following day I began the program. I was mentally determined
and scrupulous about following it to the letter, and I got the
promised nine-pound weight loss. I was elated! This was easy!
Success was within my grasp, and I felt I had found the solution to my lifelong struggle. I can be so naïve and idealistic.
Next I started the three-days-off period where I eat normally, but because I didn’t want to put too much weight back
on and because I was anxious for more success I cut it short
by one day. In those two days off the program, I put on three
pounds (moan)! I returned to the program, but this time I
lacked the resolve I’d had the first time around. I found myself
nibbling food I knew wasn’t on the program, and I asked
myself why I was sabotaging my chance at improving my
health. My resolve had crumbled, and I was so disappointed
in myself. I was reminded of St. Paul’s words where he said in
Romans 7:15:

KPD BIKE PATROLS

(continued from page 1)

record in other communities,” Chief Caraway said, adding
that the measure fulfills one of the commitments he made
while running for office last year. “I didn’t hesitate to start
it and I won’t hesitate to expand it.”
Deployed to areas of concern, such as those which have
seen a spike in incidents, the patrols serve as a resource to
both homes and businesses.
“Right now we’re focused on areas along Veterans
Boulevard, south to West Napoleon, including all of the
Westgate area. There are a number of hotels and other businesses, such as Home Depot, where loitering and hanging
out has become common after Katrina. We want to stay on
top of it and make sure that nothing filters into our neighborhoods,” Chief Caraway said. “The bike patrols’ advantage is they can move through parking lots easier than

“For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not
practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very
thing I hate.”
Can any of you readers relate to what I’m saying? A part
of me had revolted against being obedient to what I knew was
in my best interest, and now I felt like a failure and
guilty…for the 1,000th time!
You may not have an eating problem. But anything can
become a problem and an addiction when it’s overindulged
and interferes with our health, our relationships, our jobs, our
finances or our peace of mind. Certainly there are chemical
addictions such as smoking, alcohol and drugs as well as cravings for sugar and carbohydrates; but I dare say that most of
us, at one time or another, seek refuge from painful emotions,
difficult situations and people by indulging and possibly
overindulging in activities such as food, shopping, gambling,
sexual addiction, obsessive collecting of anything (when is it
enough?), amassing wealth as a false security (it’s never
enough), etc., etc., etc.
You’ve probably guessed where I’m headed with this. I’m
headed right back to the top of my stairs. You know, the “room
at the top,” where I keep promising myself I’m going to
remake an office into a prayer room because all I really need
to do is stop running and sit down to pour my heart out to the
Lord who will answer me in His way and in His time. Only the
Lord can satisfy the deepest longings of my heart, and when
I’m right with Him, my life is manageable no matter what else
is happening in it, and I don’t need things or food to fill any
voids. Jesus longs to fill the voids in my heart with His love.
Let Him fill yours as well.
So, have I given up on shedding more weight for my
health’s sake? Of course I haven’t because first of all, I’m
doing this publicly, and my pride (my root sin) won’t let me
quit. Secondly, I’m in this battle for the long haul and will be
fighting it until the day I die, and thirdly, as Blessed Mother
Theresa of Calcutta is often quoted, “God doesn’t call us to be
successful. He calls us to be faithful.” For me that may mean
falling down 1,000 times, but getting up 1,001, for God wants
us to be victorious in Him and to give Him the glory because
“With God, all things are possible.” (Matt 19:26).
I’m not quitting my battle. How about you? H

Home Computer Slow?
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25 OFF

WE CAN HELP!

We specialize In Onsite Computer Service.
VIRUS PROTECTION & REMOVAL
SPYWARE REMOVAL • FIREWALLS
HOME & OFFICE INTERNET SHARING
NETWORKS • WIRELESS
SERVER & WORKSTATION • REPAIR & UPGRADES
DSL and SPRINT WIRELESS INTERNET

616-8030

SCHNEIDER’S
WHOLESALE OUTLET

Open To The Public • Mon. - Fri. 8am - 4pm
Paper Products • Janitorial • Catering
Baking and Concession Supplies • Institutional Foods
Close-Outs • Party Supplies • Gift Boxes

2809 N. Roberson St.
New Orleans, LA • 301-9142
(corner St. Ferdinand)
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We accept all Major Credit Cards & EBT
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SUPPLY DEPOT
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COMPLETE
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Joey Cleveland is the widow of Carl Cleveland, the
Kenner Star Faithwalk columnist from 1998 until his death
July 2006. Joey Cleveland can be reached via email at kenstarcwc@aol.com.

patrol cars and can remain unnoticed if necessary.”
Some Kenner neighborhoods have certainly take n
notice of the new approach to public safety, however, as
evidenced by the response the KPD has received from the
community.
“Residents like the idea of having a form of community policing where they can communicate with the officers
that are protecting them. They appreciate the interaction
that is not always available when you have a patrol car driving down the street. These guys are able to do things that
patrol cars can’t do,” Chief Caraway said.
The bike patrol is currently comprised of two officers,
Quincy Bryant and Ethan Hales, both of whom obtained
certification through the police mountain bike association
after 32 hours of training. Chief Caraway said he would ultimately like to see the bike patrol increase to eight officers
and the patrol will be expanded in the very near future. H
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4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941
Fax (504) 888-8120

Window Screens Made & Installed
PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
Pool Enclosures
Carports
Insulated Rooms
Replacement
Windows
• Gutters
•
•
•
•
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Patio Covers
Glass Rooms
Room Additions
Screened Rooms
Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

504-467-6998
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K-TV76
Kenner’s Government Access Television
AND MUCH MORE!

Featured Show of the Month
Town Talk
In this special edition, Janet Gross finds out
all about the 1st Annual “Family Gras”
in Jefferson Parish from
Parish President Aaron Broussard and
Mayor Ed Muniz.

Also watch for these timely programs in February!!
Hablemos Claro
Guests discuss the latest from the
Hispanic Resource Center and
the Road Home program with Miguel Elias,
and Julie Villafane begins a recurring segment
on housing related issues.

Martin Luther King Tribute

Black History month is celebrated with the showing the
Martin Luther King Day march and ceremony at the
Arthur P. Clay Resource Center

Louisiana Business Spotlight
Jeff Crouere discusses the
local and regional business outlook
with business leaders, government officials and
entrepreneurs, and reviews the
latest business news affecting the area.

City Charter Committee Meeting
The committee holds its final meeting
before presenting its
recommendations to the City Council.

For the most current program schedule, go to ktv76.com/program schedule.
Our website also includes information on how you can
acquire copies of any K-TV produced program. We appreciate and
encourage all comments and feedback about K-TV programs.
Call us at 504-466-3564 or email us at KTV76@kenner.la.us

Your opinion counts, Kenner…It’s your channel
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Food and fluid at the end of life
By KIM SCHROEDER
Hospice is
not a word most
people like to
think about, let
alone hear, so
when I tell people that I’m a
hospice nurse, I
r e c e ive many
d i fferent reactions. Most people will usually end up saying something like,
“Oh, that must be a depressing job.” I’ll usually tell them that it can be, but mostly I find it
is a privilege to be with someone when they
leave this world. And I’ve had the privilege to
be with many patients in the final stages of
life.
There are many things we do as a hospice
to try to help our patients maintain their quality of life and remain as pain-free and symptom-free as possible. One of the biggest struggles I have seen is with food and fluids. This is
usually not a problem for the patient, but it can
be very difficult for the family members. We
are a culture that revolves around eating and
drinking, so naturally we want to feed everyone, especially if they are ill. We feel like if we
don’t, they will “starve” to death.
Most people who are on hospice will get
to the point that they don’t want to eat or drink
as much, because their body functions are
slowing and then shutting down. They don’t
have the energy to eat and drink, and the body
cannot process the food and fluid the way it
did when they were healthy.
Sometimes forcing food and fluids can do

more harm than good. If a patient is having
trouble swallowing, he or she could aspirate
food into the lungs. It may cause nausea and
vomiting. And if the body cannot process the
fluids, this can back up and cause swelling in
the hands and feet, causing pain and discomfort, or fluid can accumulate in the lungs,
making it difficult to breathe.
On the other hand, if we let the body do
what it does naturally at the end of life, the
decreased intake can provide comfort for the
patient. Dehydration will occur when food and
fluids are decreased, which leads to a build up
of ketones, which can dull awareness and have
a numbing effect. Also, through dehydration,
the body releases a substance that can give
some degree of pain relief, again making the
patient more comfortable.
End of life care is very difficult, even on
its best days. It is hard for family members and
caregivers to make these decisions, which is
why it is so important that we talk about these
issues with our loved ones while we are well.
Most of all, we should take our cues from the
patient, allowing them to eat or drink if they
want and not forcing them if they choose not
to. With hospice patients we need to remember
that they are not going to die because they are
not eating, the disease process is what is going
to take them and our job is just to try to make
them as comfortable as we can. H
Kim Schroeder, R.N. is a patient care
supervisor for Hospice Care of Louisiana.
Schroeder is a Charity Nursing School graduate with over six years experience in hospice
as a case manager, marketer/educator and
director of nursing. For more information contact Hospice Care of Louisiana at 834-1655.

Flexibility: Key to a healthy lifestyle
By CRAIG GOODWIN
Flexibility,
l i ke strengthening and aerobic exe r c i s e ,
provides antiaging benefits.
Are you beginning to notice
that you are
becoming less
flex i ble and
that your daily activities are becoming
more difficult to perform? A loss of flexibility can contribute to a loss of everyday
activities, such as bending over to tie your
shoes, finding you are unable to participate
to the fullest in your sport and pulling muscles in your legs or low back while doing
everyday activities.
Flexibility is for everyone, regardless of
age. When muscles become tight, yo u
begin to lose range of motion in your joints,
which can put a halt to your active lifestyle
and hinder day-to-day activities. A regular
stretching program will help lengthen your

muscles and help you restore youthful
activity.
A flexible joint has the ability to move
further in its range and requires less energy
to do so. With appropriate training, flexibility can be developed at all ages. It is true,
that as we age, we lose some degree of flexibility. This loss of flexibility is due to certain changes that take place in our connective and muscle tissues. Some of the most
important factors that stretching provides is
a relaxation of your mind and body, preserving range of motion in your joints, preventing injury during exercise, preparing
your muscles for vigorous activity, and
helping promote improved circulation.
Recent studies have shown that stretching is extremely effective in reducing localized, delayed muscular soreness after exercise. You should stretch at least three days
per week to an intensity of mild discomfort.
When stretching, you should hold the position for 10 seconds, working up to a 30 second stretch, and perform three to five repetitions for each stretch. Things to remember
when stretching are to stretch slowly and
continued on next page
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Calcific tendonitis: A painful shoulder condition

By LUIS M. ESPINOZA M.D.
Calcific tendonitis of the shoulder is a common
cause of aching pain that is made worse by shoulder
activity. The pain often occurs at night and may persist
for several months despite the lack of any specific
injury or trauma. Clinical findings associated with calcific tendonitis include significant pain, reduced range
of motion and radiographic evidence of calcium
deposits.
Patients who present to the office for evaluation of
shoulder pain have x-rays taken to assess the joint. In
cases of calcific tendonitis, calcium deposits clearly
visible on plain x-rays can be identified and confirm
the diagnosis. Seventy percent of calcium deposits are

located in the top (supraspinatous) portion of the rotator cuff tendon. The size, shape and characteristics of
the calcium deposit are noted and a careful physical
exam is performed to rule out any additional causes of
shoulder pain such as a rotator cuff tears or arthritis.
Treatment of this condition generally begins with
non-operative management using anti-inflammatory
medication or occasionally, a cortisone injection.
Adequate physical therapy is an integral part of the
recove ry. Range-of-motion and eventual musclestrengthening exercises are recommended. Many
patients will often respond to this non-operative treatment and not require any surgery. Follow-up appointments to repeat x-rays are important to monitor the calcium build-up. In a third of patients, the calcium
deposits many undergo spontaneous resorption and
disappear. Unfortunately, there is no way to know
which patients are likely to have the calcium disappear
or enlarge.
Dense, clearly outlined calcium deposits that do not
respond to non-operative treatment can be treated with

Dental emergencies and injuries
BY SUSAN M. FELDER D.D.S.
There are a number of
simple precautions you can
take to avoid accident and
injury to your teeth. One
way to reduce the chances
of damage to your teeth,
lips, cheek and tongue is to
wear a mouthguard when
participating in sports or
recreational activities that
may pose a risk. Avo i d
chewing ice, popcorn kernels and hard candy, all of which can crack a tooth. Cut
tape using scissors rather than your teeth.
Accidents do happen, and knowing what to do when
one occurs can mean the difference between saving and
losing a tooth.

FLEXIBILITY

(continued from previous page)

smoothly. Never bounce and maintain normal breathing
during each stretch. Feel the stretch, but don’t strain by
stretching too far. The most important areas to stretch
are the low back, hip and groin, knee and calf, hamstrings and shoulders.
Stretching will provide for a healthier lifestyle,
allow you to function at a higher level in sports, and
help you prevent injury. Make flexibility part of your
normal work-out routine. H
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy, located at 3921
Williams Boulevard with two other locations in
Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin graduated
from LSU Medical School Department of Allied Health,
Department of Physical Therapy, in 1987. Anyone who
has experienced an injury and would like to find out
why it happened and what can be done to help restore
normal function in that area, can email the professionals at Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

Tips for dealing with dental emergencies
Bitten Lip or Tongue: Clean the area gently with a
cloth and apply cold compresses to reduce any swelling.
If the bleeding doesn’t stop, go to a hospital emergency
room immediately.
Broken Tooth: Rinse your mouth with warm water
to clean the area. Use cold compresses on the area to
keep any swelling down. Call your dentist immediately.
Cracked Tooth: Depending on the size and location
of the crack, treatment may vary from bonding to root
canal treatment. A severely cracked tooth may need
extraction. Your dentist will determine the best treatment for you.
Jaw-Possibly Broken: Apply cold compresses to
control swelling. Go to your dentist or a hospital emergency department immediately.
Knocked Out Tooth: Hold the tooth by the crown
and rinse off the root of the tooth in water if it’s dirty.
Do not scrub it or remove any attached tissue fragments.
If possible, gently insert and hold the tooth in its socket. If that isn’t possible, put the tooth in a cup of milk
and get to the dentist as quickly as possible. Remember
to take the tooth with you!
Objects Caught Between Teeth: Try to gently
remove the object with dental floss; avoid cutting the
gums. Never use a sharp instrument to remove any
object that is stuck between your teeth. If you can’t dislodge the object using dental floss, contact your dentist.
Toothache: Rinse your mouth with warm water to
clean it out. Gently use dental floss or an interdental
cleaner to ensure that there is no food or other debris
caught between the teeth. Never put aspirin or any other
painkiller against the gums near the aching tooth
because it may burn the gum tissue. If the pain persists,
contact your dentist.
The preceding article was based on information
obtained from the American Dental Association’s website at www.ada.org/public/manage/emergencies.asp. H
Susan M. Felder D.D.S. is a general dentist who has
practiced continuously in north Kenner for over 27
years. Dr. Felder’s office is located at 4134 Florida
Avenue, Suite 101 and she can be reached at 469-6333.

arthroscopic surgery. Arthroscopic surgery allows identification
and removal of the calcium deposit through limited incisions. In
addition, arthroscopy affords a thorough evaluation of the shoulder for complete identification and treatment of additional problems within the shoulder joint.
After the calcium deposit has been removed, the shoulder is
thoroughly flushed with fluid and a bandage and sling are applied
for comfort. As long as there isn’t any significant damage to the
rotator cuff tendon, the sling may be safely discontinued after a
few days to begin active exercises and formal physical therapy.
Ice pack application and oral pain medication help keep the
patients comfortable post-operatively.
Arthroscopic surgery is ideal for patients who fail to improve
with non-operative measures. Greater than eighty percent success
rates have been reported with arthroscopic removal of the calcific deposit. Proper identification of this shoulder condition is
important in the diagnosis and management of the symptoms.
With the appropriate treatment, orthopaedic surgeons can successfully decrease the pain and improve the function of these
painful shoulders. H
Luis M. Espinoza M.D. is a board certified orthopedic surgeon practicing at the Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine.
Dr. Espinoza serves as a consultant for the New York Mets AAA
affiliate New Orleans Zephyrs baseball team. The Orthopedic
Center is a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal
care
with
focused
expertise
in shoulder, knee, and non-surgical spine care. Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie. For additional information call 4675900 or visit www.orthodoc.aaos.org/lespinozamd.
SINCE 1978

AFTER HOURS CLEANING
Restaurants, hotels &
large commercial buildings

450-1753
FREE ESTIMATES

M. Susan M. Felder, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY
4134 FLORIDA AVENUE, SUITE 101
KENNER, LOUISIANA 70065

(504) 469-6333
Office Hours By Appointment
Emergencies taken daily • New patients welcome.
Visa, Master Card, Discover Card accepted.
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Bringing events to Kenner is our job
By SHARON SOLOMON
W h e n
choosing
a
destination, an
event planner’s
goal is for it to
be successful
for eve ryone
involved.
Event planners
say that it’s not
just one thing,
but many “little things” – the intangibles – that make an
“event” successful. Our job at the Kenner
Convention and Visitors Bureau is to make
sure all aspects of an organization’s visit are
handled to their satisfaction no matter how
small the detail. We are proud of our track
record as many events choose to return to
our city after a successful first-time event.
One of the things that event planners
take note of is, and can make a difference in
their choice of a meeting city, is how passionate and receptive their attendees are
received at the destination city. Support of a
community is one criterion that is necessary
and it can turn a good event into an even better event. Satisfied attendees translate into
return bookings and free word-of-mouth
advertising for our city. Kenner prides itself
on taking the time to make event-goers feel
wanted. Our leaders, Mayor Muniz and our
Kenner council members, often speak at
event opening sessions and present the key
to our city to many groups that visit.
The smaller size of Kenner has a lot to
do with making our attendees feel welcome
and wanted, in contrast to their feeling of
being lost in a large metropolitan area. That
fact alone helps us book events. And the
bonus is that our city is close enough in
proximity to the big city of New Orleans for
enjoyment by all, yet we can offer small city
prices in lodging.
The KCVB has spent a lot of time luring

sporting events such as basketball championships, cheerleading contests and other
types of competitions, as entire families
usually travel with the participant multiplying the dollars spent during their stay translating in to more money for our businesses
and the city’s coffers. Every time an additional amount of sales tax is collected, we all
win – the KCVB, our citizens and our city.
Sports events planners choose destinations for two reasons. In addition to community involvement by the host city, which we
in Kenner are very good at, facilities are also
an important factor in determining where
events are hosted. Our job is to show decision making planners Kenner has what is
needed to make their sporting events successful. Our city has become well-known
over the years for our facilities, recreation
department and amenities to compliment the
facilities. The attendees feel welcomed by
community support such as restaurant specials, coupons and welcome signs. Our
state-of-the-art facility, the Pontchartrain
Center, is a big lure.
Do you know of an event that is looking
for an affordable destination? Do you have
an event you want to bring to Kenner? Do
you know of any type of group or organization that would benefit from our services?
Call the KCVB and we’ll help with hotel
rooms, facilities, restaurants, catering,
tourist activities and anything necessary to
make it happen and to make your event what
you want it to be.
At the KCVB we are working hard to
bring this extra business to Kenner – it is
good for us and good for the city. Call me at
464-9494 if you have any leads or if I can be
of any help. H
Sharon Solomon is the marketing director
for the Kenner Convention and Visitors Bureau,
located at 2100 Third Street in Rivertown.
Sharon Solomon can be reached at 464-9494,
via email at kennercvb@aol.com or at
www.kennercvb.com.

H
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Six questions buyers should
ask before making an offer
By LINDA R. MARTIN
When you
are buying a
home, there
are
many
problems that
the seller is
o bl i gated to
disclose. For
example, in
most states, it
is illegal to

withhold information about major physical
defects on the property, but, these disclosures don’t always paint the entire picture
of the home. Here are six questions you
may want to ask that can offer additional
insight about the prospective home before
you make a final decision.
1. Why is the seller selling the house?
This question may help you evaluate
the “real value” of the property. Is there
something about the house the seller does
not like? If so, you may be able to adjust the
continued on page 31
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Horticulture hints for February
By LYNNE DIMM
This is a
month wh e n
the weather can
be
freezing
cold or prespring-like.
This
ye a r
Mardi
Gras
falls
on
February 20,
and
around
here if it warms up after Mardi Gras we
consider spring to have begun. Valentine’s
Day is also this month so you might want to
think about something red and pretty for
that special person in your life. Tulips
grown in pots make a nice floral Valentine’s
gift, but beware because they do not last
very long and cannot be replanted in the
garden due to our climate. As always, a
Valentine’s gift of a dozen red roses will be
forever remembered by a lady.
Crops started in greenhouses for the
spring are full of many varieties of new and
improved plants. Watch for new pentas,
short and tall. Their dark green, lanceshaped, somewhat furry and deeply veined
leaves provide a lush backdrop for prolific
clusters of never-ending, five-petaled flowers. These may be red, white, lavender, purple, or shades of pink. Some are two-toned.
All are extremely attractive to butterflies
and the red and dark pink varieties delight
hummingbirds. Depending on the variety,
they may grow to about three inches tall or
into a very low and mounding shape. In
warm weather the plant grows fast and
stays in bloom constantly, which is great for
our climate. And in climates where winters
are not too severe, such as ours, pentas are
perennial. A new and improved vinca
named titan will be available in all sorts of
colors such as lavender, blue halo, lilac,
punch, blush, burgundy, rose, polka dot and
mixtures of colors.
The
popular,
high-performing
Mediterranean vinca is now available in a
mix of seven delightful colors and three of
them are two-toned. You will find solid
lilac, peach, rose, and orchid, as well as
white-eyed pink, red-eyed apricot, and redeyed white. Low-growing, these vigorous
plants will spread up to two feet wide and
are smothered in cheery two-inch flowers
from May until first frost. Vinca’s
Mediterranean variety, which is also called
periwinkle, bloom reliably through heat
and drought, making it a great choice for
our climate.
New kinds of zinnias are being planted
that resist mold and mildew, which used to
be zinnias worst enemies. Zinnia’s two
main types are the large-flowered, upright,
often tall garden kinds and the small-flowered, low, often spreading type. These
cheerful annuals are enjoying renewed popularity as more colorful, disease-resistant

varieties appear on seed racks. Zinnias are
a natural for the butterfly garden, attracting
many butterflies throughout their long
blooming season. And zinnias excel as cut
flowers as their rigid stems hold long-lasting blossoms that don’t drop petals.
Now is the time to put pre-emergent
fertilizer with weed killer on your lawn.
This will kill weed seeds that are waiting
for warm weather to break through the
ground.
If you are going to plant flowers or vegetables from seed, you should now plant
them in peat pots and set them on your window sill.
Get an early start on tomatoes by planting seeds in peat pots and keeping them in
a sunny place inside. Don’t move them outside until you are sure that freezing weather is done for the year.
Let’s try to beautify our area by removing the sad looking trees that are not reviving and planting lots of new ones as we
have also lost a lot of trees in Kenner due to
the storm.
You can plant new rose bushes this
month and should also cut back existing
ones in the ground to about 12 inches tall.
Fertilize the roses well.
In our area the best fruit trees to plant
are citrus and fig trees. These two are a
can’t-miss favorite.
Look over your landscape. Now is the
time to spruce up and plant while the
weather is enjoyable and cool. Most people
wait for spring, but, from Nove m b e r
through February is actually the best planting time for palms and tropical plants,
especially in our area.
We can learn about which trees to plant
and not re-plant by studying their behavior
and condition since the storm. But, if my
wish could come true it would be that we
never see another storm again so we could
plant any type of tree without worrying
about it.
Happy Valentines Day and Happy
Mardi Gras. Catch lots of beads and maybe
someone’s heart. H
Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s
Nursery, LLC, located at 27 West 27th
Street, is a reg i s t e red and licensed
Louisiana horticulturist and landscape contractor, is a wholesale grower of bedding
plants and has over 30 years experience in
the industry. Lynne Dimm can be reached
via email at lynnedimm@yahoo.com or by
calling 468-5467.

AD RATES
CALL
468-9125

CHILDREN’S CASTLE • CANNES BRULEE NATIVE AMERICAN VILLAGE
MARDI GRAS MUSEUM • SCIENCE CENTER • OBSERVATORY
HERITAGE PARK • SAINTS HALL OF FAME • FINE ARTS GALLERY
PLANETARIUM AND MEGADOME CINEMA • THE TRAIN MUSEUM

MUSEUM HOURS: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday - Saturday

Children’s Castle
501 Williams Blvd. • 468-7231 #220
All performances are on Saturdays at 11:30 and 1:00 p.m.
It’s Mardi Gras at the Castle !!!!!!
FEBRUARY 3 - IRWIN ROYES
The World’s Smallest Magician
“Mardi Gras Magic”
FEBRUARY 10 - STORYTELLER FRANK LEVY
presents his Instant Theatre Production of
“Gargel goes to Mardi Gras”
A King & Queen will be chosen from the audience; wear your costumes !!!
“Special Treat-King Cake”
FEBRUARY 17 - CASTLE CLOSED
Enjoy the Mardi Gras Festivities
FEBRUARY 24 - STORYTELLER ROSCOE REDDIX, JR.
“Telling Tales”

•
Cannes Brulee Native American Village
303 Williams Blvd. • 468-7231 #220
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday-Saturday

FEBRUARY 3, 2007 – MORNING DOVE, UNITED HOUMA NATION
Dance Regalia and Moccasins/Dove will bring a wide verity of
dance regalia and moccasins to display and demonstrate making.
We will also have a treat for you to sample.
FEBRUARY 10, 2007 – JERRY RADLIFF, CHOCTAW
Flint knapping/Come watch Jerry strike flint and make
traditional arrowheads. You can also try a sample of pumpkin bread.
FEBRUARY 17, 2007 – ROSE BEHAN, EASTERN CHEROKEE
Friendship Necklaces/Using leather lace and bone and crow beads come
let Rose show you how to make a friendship necklace that you can take home
with you. We will also have some camp stew for you to try, um!
FEBRUARY 25, 2007 – LORA CHAISSON, UNITED HOUMA NATION
Peyote Stitch Beadwork/Lora’s beadwork is some of the best. She likes to
teach her traditions to others. Try a sample of pumpkin bread, also.
Schedule subject to change without notice.

www.rivertownkenner.com
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A Christmas miracle?
By ED CLANCY
I am the owner of two automobiles; a
1995 Mercury Marquis and a 1995 Ford
Thunderbird. For the most part my 20-yearold daughter drives the Marquis, and my
17-year-old daughter drives the Bird. I,
being the father, have no car of my own to
drive, so I spend most of my time begging
one of my daughters for wheels. Usually it’s
the 17-year-old, because she’s the smaller
and weaker of the two and I could probably
take her in two out of three falls.
It so happened that while both of my
daughters were out of town for the recent
Christmas holidays, the Marquis developed
a horrible noise under the hood. My friend,
Stan offered to fix the car while I was at
work. (You’ll remember Stan as the one
who won’t go to a Saints game because
he’ll jinx the team. Thank you, thank you,
Stan). I left the keys to the Marquis on the
front seat, having taken off the house key,
not because I don’t trust Stan, but because
there is always a chance he would be set
upon by muggers who would steal the key
and empty the contents of my house while

he was helplessly bound and gagged in the
trunk. I was merely thinking of his welfare.
It turns out I should not have.
At any rate, Stan fixed the car, the problem with which concerned a wheel that
pulls the fan belt. However, the pulley
problem had worn down the battery, so
when I got home, I had to pull up the
Thunderbird, connect battery cables and
jump the Marquis. The car started right up,
but I decided to keep it running for a while
to charge up the battery, since I had to go
see my other friend, Buddy Stall (yes, yes,
the locally famous author, historian and
humorist), about a project we were working
on together. After 20 minutes, I felt the
Merc had been running long enough so I
turned it off and went into my house. When
it came time to go to Buddy’s, I went out to
the car, turned on the ignition and drove to
Buddy’s house. I parked in front and turned
off the ignition. Before I got out of the car
I realized I needed to restart the car for a
moment. (This is the eerie part). The keys I
had in my hand would not go into the ignition. The reason for that is that they were
not the keys to the Marquis. They were the
keys to the Thunderbird. Now, I realized
that this was possible because I had been
moving both cars around and had both sets
of keys in my jacket. Figuring I must have
dropped the Mercury keys in my lap, I
searched the entire car for the keys.

I could not find them in my lap
I could not find them in my cap
I could not find them on the floor
I could not find them in the door
I could not find them anywhere
I just sat there and tore my hair
(Well, this is a Christmas story isn’t it?
I figured a little Dr. Seuss was in order.)
I sat there baffled and bewildered. It
was as if the Mercury keys had vanished
into thin air to be replaced by the
Thunderbird keys in my hand. Slowly, I
walked up to Buddy’s house and told him
my story. He even helped me look for the
keys, but found nothing even resembling
them and to no avail. Graciously, Buddy
drove me home to get the other set of keys
for the Marquis and drove me back to his
house where I started the car and drove
back home. I walked into my house and as
I was putting the keys on the key rack I
glanced at my desk. There, shining in the
Christmas lights, were the keys to the
Mercury! I could not have put them there
when Buddy brought me home because I
had simply run into the house, grabbed the
duplicate set and ran back out to Buddy’s
car.
All sorts of questions ran through my
mind. How could I have driven the Mercury
with the Thunderbird keys? Or, if that didn’t happen, how did the Mercury keys vanish in front of Buddy’s house and reappear

on the desk at my house?
As it turned out, all was revealed to me
the next day. Since I have run out of my
allotted space, all won’t be revealed to you
until next month. In the meantime, if you
think you can solve the mystery of the disappearing
keys,
email
me
at
edclancy2@aol.com. The only clue I will
give you is that everything I have told you
so far is not necessarily what happened. It’s
what I thought had happened. I will publish
the names of anyone who figures it out, and
the winners will receive a CD of the missing Ed Clancy Radio Cartoon series “The
Return of the Edi.”
Good luck.H
Ed Clancy can be reached via email at
Edclancy2@aol.com.

Children’s
Castle
501 Williams Blvd.
Performances on Saturdays

11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
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Lodging for patients undergoing cancer treatment available

By RAFAEL E. SADDY
Cancer is second only to heart disease as
the leading cause of death in the United
States. For reasons not well understood, cancer rates vary by gender, race, and geographic region; it has no barriers and knows no
borders.
E ve ry year more than 1.2 million
Americans get diagnosed with cancer. Just
50 years ago a cancer diagnosis carried little
hope for survival because doctors understood little about the disease and how to control it. Today 60 percent of all Americans
diagnosed with cancer live longer than five
years.
For a cancer patient, getting the right
care sometimes means traveling to a treatment facility away from home, which imposes a financial burden during what is already
a challenging time. For those cancer patients
who are undergoing treatment, the American
Cancer Society offers a solution to the lodging situation through 22 Hope Lodges – free
t e m p o r a ry housing with accommodations
such as private rooms and bathrooms and
space for family members or caregivers. We
are very fortunate to have a Hope Lodge
located in the metropolitan area. Hope
Lodges are more than just a place to stay as
they offer comfort, understanding, and the
support from others with similar situations
and experience. In addition, they also offer
free transportation to the treatment facility or
hospital. Accommodations and eligibility
varies by location. Two of the requirements
are that the patient must be undergoing treatment and live outside a 30 mile radius of the
treatment facility. For Hispanic patients with
a language barrier that are either traveling
from abroad or in the local area, Hope Lodge
offers the services of translators from its
staff and/or volunteers.
Hope Lodges are just one tangible example of how the American Cancer Society
gives back to communities. Hope Lodges not
only increase access to care and provide a
home away from home free of charge for the
growing number of cancer patients and their
families seeking treatment far from home,
but they also serve as a community center for
a variety of cancer initiatives, programs and
patient support programs.
Accommodations and eligibility requirements may vary by location. To find a Hope
Lodge and to learn more about a specific
facility, please call the American Cancer
Society toll free at 1-800-ACS-2345. For
local information you may contact the
Patrick F. Taylor Hope Lodge at 219-2200. It
is located at 2609 River Road at the corner of
Labarre and River Roads. For assistance in
Spanish you may contact Darlene Santana at

219-2200, Martha Vanegas at 606-0852, or
Mariana Montero at 914-8850.
The American Cancer Society is in need
of bilingual volunteers. If you are interested
in volunteerism you can offer help and hope
to others. For information please call the
American Cancer Society at 219-2212 or the
Latin American Civic Association (LACAL)
at 464-4619. The American Cancer Society
is a community-based volunteer organization, so no matter where you are, or how
you’d like to help, they have a place for you.
Upcoming 2007 Events
February 1,15: Unidad Hispanoamericana meeting from 8:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m. For
information call 975-0949 or 235-3815.
February 2: Asociacion Nicaraguense de
Louisiana (ANDELA) meeting from 7:00
p.m-8:00 p.m. For Information call 4661483 or 466-1582.
February 3: Hispanic Resource Center –
First-time homebuyer seminar in Spanish.
Call 464-6224 for pre-registration and availability of seminar through the month of
February.
February 6: Asociacion de Guatemala
meeting from 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. For information call 810-8831.
February 9: LACAL civic meeting from
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. For information call
469-2571.
February 10: Hispanic Resource Center
- Pro-bono Legal Clinic from noon-4:00 p.m.
For information call 469-2571.
February 1-28: Numerous events are
held at the Hispanic Resource Center located
at 4312 Florida Avenue. For information call
464-6224.
February 1-28: The Hispanic Business
Resources and Technology Center is located
at 3315 Maine Avenue. For information call
469-7487. The following courses will be
offered in February: Computer technology
training (after Mardi Gras); LSBDC
Business Seminar (TBA); ESL classes
(Monday and Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.-9:30
p.m.); Spanish classes (after Mardi Gras);
Citizenship classes (Monday at 6:30pm);
Katrina Aid Workers (Monday-Friday at 8:00
a.m.-4:00 p.m.); Health Promoters (Mon,
Wed, Fri 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.); Trauma counseling (office hours TBA); La Escuelita
(Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday from 2:30
p.m.-5:00 p.m.); St. Charles Community
Health Center Mobile Unit for Pre-Natal
Care (TBA); ELAD-ESL Parent Meetings
(6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. on February 15); GED
Testing (TBA); Turo Nutrionalist (TBA);
ACCION-micro-lending/small business
development workshop (6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
on February 15); Naturalization Test Pilot –
The U. S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) experts have worked diligently to design a new exam that is more
meaningful, substantive and fair. Led by the
Office of Citizenship, USCIS will begin to
administer the pilot exam to approximately
5,000 volunteer citizenship applicants in 10
cities nationwide beginning February 2007.

For more information call Miguel Elias at
469-3300.
Spanish Homebuyer Seminar: This is a
12-hour approved course from the Louisiana
Housing Collaborative. The course is
required for Jefferson Parish funds and
grants and meets the financial fitness course
requirements. It opens the door to home
funds and bond money. The seminar is only
in Spanish and pre-registration is required.
For additional information call Conchita L.
Sulli at 464-6224.

I leave you with this thought: “Real generosity is doing something nice for someone
who’ll never find out!”
God Bless. H
Rafael E. Saddy is president of the Latin
American Civic Association of Louisiana
(LACAL). Email Saddy at sadd3143@bellsouth.net. Correspondence for LACAL can
be sent to 629 Carmenere Drive, Kenner, LA,
70065.

The Way
Business
Communicates
Formerly Gage Telephone System of New Orleans

Sales - Service - Maintenance
www.southeasttel.com

Voice Data Cabling • Voice Mail
Local & Long Distance Service
Auto Attendant • Unified Messaging
DSL & Internet Service

466-4243
2005 3rd St., Kenner

I TA LIAN , SEA FOOD,
& ST EA K S

Offerings
OVERSTUFFED POBOYS AND MUFFALETTAS
Meatball
Veal Parmigiana
Italian Sausage

Ham & Cheese
Chicken Parmigiana
Shrimp, Fish, Oyster

MONDAY & TUESDAY: CLOSED
WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY:
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
FRIDAY:
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
SATURDAY: 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
SUNDAY: 11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

VIDEO

POKER

3525 Williams Blvd.
(1 block North of West Esplanade)

466-5550
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Thank you, Saints

By KEN TRAHAN
It was a very good year. It was a season
to remember. It was an unforgettable journey. The 2006 New Orleans Saints shocked
the community, the football world, and all

of us sports journalists with a special season. That the special season occurred at a
special time in this special locale was also
special.
Unfortunately, all good things must
come to an end. The New Orleans Saints
reverted to the team that most expected in
Chicago, getting blown away in the fourth
quarter in losing 39-14 to the Bears.
Penalties, turnovers, mental mistake s ,
missed tackles. Those were the staples of
the 2005 New Orleans Saints. These were

3501 Chateau Blvd.

465-9444
Try one of our healthy salads
SALADS
Southwestern Chicken Salad
Grilled chicken, corn, salsa, black beans, cheddar jack cheese, cucumbers,
tomatoes & tortilla strips. Served with Southwest ranch dressing.
7.25
Smoked Turkey Salad
Smoked turkey, baby swiss, chopped walnuts and sliced apple.
6.50
Cobb Salad
Rows of grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, carrots, boiled egg,
cheddar jack cheese, bacon and smoked turkey.
7.75
Grilled Chicken Spinach Salad
Fresh spinach, grilled chicken, feta cheese, black olives, tomatoes and cucumbers.
6.75
Chef Salad
Grilled chicken, smoked ham, cheddar jack cheese, boiled egg,
fresh tomatoes, bacon and alfalfa sprouts.
7.25
All salads served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers and your choice of dressing.
Raspberry Walnut, Caesar, Lite Ranch, Honey Mustard, Fat Free Italian,
Hot Bacon, Blue Cheese, Balsamic Basil Vinaigrette. Extra dressing .50

the characteristics of the Saints in Chicago.
Four turnovers killed the Saints in this
game. Field position was a killer as well.
The New Orleans Saints average starting
field position was their own 21 yard line.
Seven of the Saints 14 possessions started at
their own 20 yard line or worse. On three
occasions, the Saints started inside their
own 10 yard line. Conversely, the Bears
started six of their 16 possessions inside
New Orleans territory. The Bears superior
kicking game was evident. So, too, was
Chicago’s superior rushing game. While the
Saints were busy making the kind of mistakes that have largely been absent under
Sean Payton, the Bears played a flawless
game in the difficult elements. Chicago
incurred only one penalty, did not turn the
ball over, and allowed no sacks of Rex
Grossman, who came up big in a five play,
85 yard drive to give the Bears a 25-14 lead
at the start of the fourth quarter. The Saints
never threatened or recovered.
In trying to analyze the game going in, I
had a difficult time deciding which way to
go. In retrospect, this should have been an
easy call. History does not lie. It proved to
be very revealing and accurate in Chicago.
A Dome team had never won a conference
championship outdoors since 1970. That
streak is now 10 games. The Bears tremendous takeaway statistic proved dead-on. The
same is true for the Saints paltry takeaway
total. The Bears were number one in the
NFL in points off turnovers. They got 13
more against the Saints. For much of the
game, the Saints looked like a team that had
stage fright and had never been there
before. They had not.
In reality, the Bears exposed the shortcomings of the Saints. New Orleans is not a
particularly good run team. They did not
run the ball against the Bears. They are not
a good enough tackling team. Bears running
backs ran through tackles all day. Fred
Thomas is at the end of the line in his career
and simply cannot hold up in man coverage.
He did not and got benched in the fourth
quarter.
What is truly amazing is that the New
Orleans Saints achieved what they did and
advanced this far. It speaks volumes about
the coaching job that Sean Payton and his
outstanding staff performed. It speaks volumes about the character of the Saints personnel. It speaks volumes about the team
being the summary of its parts, not the flash
of one or two players. I have never believed
in the term
“overachieve.” It you accomplish something, it means you were capable of doing
so. Having said this, the 2006 New Orleans
Saints maximized their potential in reaching
the NFC championship game.
The quest now begins to improve the
defense, the punt return game, and the running game. If Mickey Loomis and Sean
Payton can do half as well as they did last
off-season, they will succeed. Both richly

deserved the honors they received for being
recognized as the best in the business at
their respective jobs. It is also time to face
the hard, cold reality of continuing to buy
tickets, suites, and sponsorships to help
ensure the future of this franchise in New
Orleans. The previous threats of departing
were real. The topic will not die. A recent
New York Times article quoting Saints executives, timed very poorly during the week of
the NFC championship game, raised the
ugly specter of this possibility once again.
Consider this yet another punch to the midsection of this badly wounded area.
The disappointment and hurt will linger
for a community and a fan-base that has
been drastically disappointed and hurt
beyond belief following the disaster that
was Katrina. For well over five months, the
New Orleans Saints provided a wonderful
respite, an oasis in the desert, an escape
from the excruciating pain of loss of life,
home, jobs and hope. Prior to the 2005 season, the Saints campaign slogan was “gotta
have faith.” The 2006 New Orleans Saints
had faith in their ability to overcome being
picked last in their division. The loyal, loving fan-base had faith in this unlikely team
that proved to be so successful. The promotional slogan for the 2006 season was “winning is an attitude.” It is now incumbent
upon these Saints to take it to heart and
become consistent winners, not just a flashin-the-pan. Similarly, it is now incumbent
for area residents to adopt the same winning
attitude as opposed to the “woe is me”
approach. What’s past is history. Our futures
are ahead of us. The Saints provided a
tremendous amount of entertainment, fun,
inspiration, exhilaration and source of community pride for all of us. Now is the time
for us to begin the process of rediscovering
our own personal joy. Thank you, Saints, for
the memories. Keep up the good work! H
Ken Trahan serves as sports director at
Biz Radio 990, WGSO-AM. Trahan is the
general manager and chairman of the board
of the Saints Hall of Fame in Kenner’s
Rivertown and serves as an information
specialist for the Je ffe rson Parish
Recreation Department.
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purchase offer accordingly.
2. How much did the seller pay for the
home?
This question can, in some instances,
help the buyer negotiate a better deal and
maybe even get the seller to carry part of
the loan. Howeve r, it is important to
remember that the purchase price is influenced by several factors, like the current
market value and any improvements the
seller may have made to the home. The
original purchase price might not have anything to do with the current value of the
house.
3. What does the seller like most and
least about the property?
By asking the seller what he or she likes
most and least about the property, you
might get some interesting information. In
a few cases, what a seller likes the most
about a home might actually be something
the buyer is looking to avoid. For example,
if the seller describes his house as being in
a “happening community,” the buyer might
consider this a negative factor because the
area may be too noisy or busy for his or her
taste.
4. Has the seller had any problems
with the home in the past?
It is also a good idea to ask the seller if
he or she has had any problems with the
home while living there. Has the seller had
problems with a leakage from the upstairs
bedroom in the past? If so, even if the leak
has been corrected, the floor and walls
around the bathroom might have been damaged. You should also check that these
items were repaired properly.
5. Are there any nuisances or problem
neighbors?
Use this answer to find out about any
noisy neighbors, barking dogs, heavy airplane traffic or even planned changes to the
community, such as a street widening. This
may give you insight on why the seller is
really moving.
6. How are the public schools in the
area?
Because the value of a community is
usually greatly influenced by the public
schools in the area, finding out the buyer’s
perception can give you some insight about
the quality of the area’s schools.
Knowing all you can about a prospective home, not only helps you decide if it’s
the home of your dreams, but what offer to
make as well. Your real estate professional
can help you get your key questions
answered and give you advice on how to
evaluate your findings. H

includes parts of south Kenner. And,
Mayor Muniz has also sent appeals to U.S.
Senator Mary Landrieu (D-New Orleans)
and U.S. Senator David Vitter (RMetairie).
“We clearly are in need of some intervention at the federal level,” said Mayor
Muniz. “Kenner is being treated unfairly
by FEMA and the issue has tremendous
financial ramifications for the city.”
What especially irritates Mayor Muniz
is that Jefferson Parish has been reimbursed $50 million by FEMA to remove
hurricane debris from underground
drainage lines in unincorporated Jefferson
Parish and that the city of Harahan has
been reimbursed more than $3 million for
a similar cleaning out of drain lines.
Mayor Muniz told the Kenner City
Council that it’s a mystery to him why
FEMA would pay to clear out Jefferson
Parish’s drainage lines and the city of
Harahan’s drainage lines, but not Kenner’s.
He said his administration is glad that
Jefferson Parish and Harahan got reimbursed, and now he wants Kenner treated
the same.
But, FEMA officials claim that
Jefferson Parish and Harahan performed
the work promptly after the hurricane and
documented the need in a way that FEMA
approved.
In a letter to Rep. Jindal, Mayor Muniz
said Kenner has indeed accurately documented that many sections of subsurface
drainage lines have been severely impacted by silt, leaves, mud, sand and gravel to
the point that the pipe’s capabilities have
been reduced by 50 percent or more.
FEMA Spokesperson Ronnie Simpson
said also that Jefferson Parish began cleaning the drainage pipes at parish expense
and asked for FEMA reimbursement.
But Mayor Muniz said that point is
unfair. He said the previous mayoral
administration in Kenner and his administration were both waiting to hear from
FEMA if the federal agency would provide
reimbursement because the $19 million
required for cleaning out the drain pipes
was too big a financial burden for the city
to undertake without any assurance of
reimbursement. The mayor said it isn’t the
city’s fault that it took FEMA 17 months to
respond to a letter sent by the city’s engineer to FEMA in September, 2005, alerting FEMA of the problem and asking for
help.
“Our city budget is already severely
strained by having to pay other bills that
FEMA has been slow to reimburse,” said
Mayor Muniz. He said FEMA owes the
city of Kenner $9 million, of wh i c h
Kenner has had to pay out $3 million from
its own reserves. H

Linda R. Martin can be reached at 504443-6464. Prudential Gardner Realtors is
an independently owned and operated
member of Prudential Real Estate
Affiliates, Inc., a Prudential Financial company. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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