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By ALLAN KATZ

When Jefferson Parish Councilman
Louis Congemi first saw the Ye n n i
Building in the wake of Hurricane Katrina,
he thought the shattered structure was a
symbol of how inadequate the parish’s
structure was to stand up to a storm as
fierce and relentless as Katrina.

“The water in the Yenni Building was
ankle deep, cascading down the stairs,”
recalls A n t h o ny Francis, director of
J e ff e r s o n ’s Department of General
S e rvices. “The air conditioning cooling
tower disintegrated in Katrina’s winds. We
think there was a tornado that blew apart
the fixture that holds the elevator equip-
ment. All of our radio equipment failed. We
were reduced to sending out messengers
into the storm to carry instructions to our
teams out in the field. We thought we were
ready for a big storm but we weren’t.
Katrina’s 150-mile-an-hour winds and tor-
nadoes were too much for the Ye n n i
Building and for our equipment.”

But, when Congemi, the former Kenner
councilman and mayor, saw the shattered
Yenni Building, he saw an opportunity to
rebuild and refit the parish’s main East
Bank facility so that it would become a

The city of Kenner will discontinue res-
idential pickup of storm debris from
Hurricane Katrina after June 30, 2007. Prat
R e d d y, Ke n n e r ’s Deputy Chief
Administrative Officer for the public works
department, said beginning July 1, resi-
dents will be responsible for remov i n g
storm debris to acceptable dump sites either
themselves or via their contractors and sub-
contractors.

Storm debris is defined as damaged
materials torn out of a residence such as
d ry wall, flooring, structural material –
studs, joists and rafters – and roofing tar
paper or shingles. Also included are storm-
damaged gutter pipes and dow n s p o u t s ,
built-in cabinets, insulation, large appli-
ances, furniture and personal water-dam-
aged items from soiled books, linens and
clothing to kitchen and bath items.

After June 30, 2007, said Reddy, scraps
left over from repairs or new construction
like lumber, drywall, carpet, floor tile etc.,
will also be the responsibility of each
homeowner to dispose of through their con-
struction contractor or subcontractor. For
further information, call Kenner’s public
works department at 468-7515.

Reddy said that after the June 30 dead-
line, dumping of construction and storm
debris will not be allowed on neutral
grounds, the area between the sidewalk and
street in front of homes or on any other
public rights of way. Reddy also said that
the Ramelli Group, the city’s garbage con-
tractor, will only be responsible for garbage
pickup. Reddy cautioned residents to not
mix construction debris with household
garbage.

A nyone observing the dumping of
storm debris or new construction scraps on
p u blic rights of way should contact
Kenner’s Department of Code Enforcement
at 468-6606.

The code enforcement depart m e n t
reported that there are still about 2,000
FEMA trailers in Kenner and about 80 per-
cent of their occupants have applied for
extensions of time to have the trailers
removed. The department is working with
occupants to address their needs and help
expedite repairs to their regular homes so
the trailers can be removed. H

Free construction
and storm debris
pickup ending
in Kenner

By ALLAN KATZ

For the first time, all the information
about city of Kenner bid packages are being
listed on the city’s website at least 30 days
before the bids are due.

In addition, all the information about city
of Kenner “Requests For Proposals” (RFPs)
is being listed on the website anywhere from
21 to 30 days before the RFPs are due.

These developments are the realization
of campaign promises made by Mayor Ed
Muniz who pledged during his election
campaign that his administration wo u l d
make public all the relevant information
about city of Kenner bid packages and
RFPs so anyone would have the opportuni-
ty to pursue city business.

Assistant Chief Administrative Officer
Mike Quigley said anyone can learn all the
details of city requests for bids and RFPs by
accessing www.kenner.la.us.

Quigley said the major RFP package
now being featured on the website is the
city’s garbage collection contract, known as
the solid waste contract, with an approxi-
mate value of $2.6 annually. The contract
had been held by Waste Management until
last October, when the company at that
time, by its own volition, requested the city
reassign the remaining balance of its con-
tract to Ramelli Janitorial Services.

“ M ayor Muniz has pledged that all
information about public bids and RFPs
shall be available to the public in advance
of the due dates,” said Quigley. “If anyone
has any questions about the bids or RFPs
after checking the website, they are wel-
come to call us at 468-7200.” H

Would you
like to bid on
a city contract?

By ALLAN KATZ

In 2005, when Hurricane Katrina
struck, then-Mayor Phil Capitano and his
City Hall team operated out of a hotel
while then-Police Chief Nick Congemi
and his team operated out of Kenner’s
police administration building.

In 2007, if a hurricane comes
whistling out of the Gulf of Mex i c o
toward Kenner, Mayor Ed Muniz and his
City Hall team will share the fourth floor
auditorium at the police administration
building with Police Chief Steve Caraway
and his team at a combined emergency

In event of 2007 hurricane,
Muniz administration will share
facilities at police headquarters

Rebuilt, refitted Yenni Building becomes
Jefferson Parish symbol of a
community ready to face future storms

continued on page 32

continued on page 32
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NOW SHOWING! •

Call 468-7231 Ext. 228 For Showtimes

THE BIGGEST
DAM MOVIE YOU EVER SAW.

EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT AT 9:00
MAY 5 – LASER OPOLIS

Experience how music affects your mood in this laser show filled with vibrant forms and stimulating
color! With songs from the 70s, 80s, and beyond, Laser Opolis is packed with hit after chart topping hit.
Featured artists include Creed, Nirvana, No Doubt, REM, and many more. Among the selections are
Torn, Smells like Teen Spirit, Spiderwebs, and End of the World. Running Time: 50 minutes

MAY 12 – DARK SIDE OF THE MOON
Experience the album that defined the sound of British rock band Pink Floyd. Released in 1973, Dark
Side of the Moon explores the gamut of life experiences from birth to death. This laser show brings these
intense themes to life through stunning color and imagery. Among the many tracks featured are Money,
Us and Them, Time, and Brain Damage/Eclipse. Running Time: 50 minutes

MAY 19 – HYPNOTICA
Be hypnotized as thousands of colorful designs dance across a magnificent 50-foot domed screen!
Hypnotica is the ultimate dance revolution, featuring an electronic/techno soundtrack taken straight from
the latest rave! Includes selections from Fat Boy Slim, Bjork, Prodigy, the Chemical Brothers, and the
Crystal Method. Running Time: 50 minutes

MAY 26 – LASER ZEPPELIN
Featuring some of the most popular Led Zeppelin songs ever released, Laser Zeppelin will satisfy even
the most die-hard of fans! The playlist includes Song Remains the Same, Immigrant Song, Whole Lotta
Love, and Stairway to Heaven among many others. Running Time: 50 minutes

LATE NITE LASERLATE NITE LASER

The Kenner Planetarium and Megadome Cinema is located at 2020 Fourth Street
in Kenner’s Rivertown. Tickets are $6/Adults, $5 Children/Seniors.

For more information call 468-7231, ext. 228.

May 4
Vieux Carre

May 11
No Idea

May 18
David Baptiste
& The Gladiators

May 25
Orleans

June 1
Molly

Ringwalds

EVERY FRIDAY - HERITAGE PARK
STARTING APRIL 13 TO MAY 25

6:00 P.M. TO 9:00 P.M.

NO OUTSIDE FOOD OR DRINK PLEASE
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 468-7293

VISIT WWW.KENNER.LA.US
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By ALLAN KATZ

Regardless where you choose to wor-
ship, everyone at Kenner City Hall and
Kenner Police Headquarters would appre-
ciate your prayers asking the Lord to mer-
cifully spare us this hurricane season.

You might want to consider noting in
your plea that Heaven gave us 40 years
between Hurricane Betsy and Hurricane
Katrina where every storm veered away,
often at the last possible moment.

But, if all our prayers, requests and
pleas turn out to be in vain and a big storm
does indeed blow our way in 2007, please
take some solace in the knowledge that
the city of Kenner and Jefferson Parish are
far better prepared for the hurricane sea-
son of 2007 than we were in August,
2005.

One of my prime authorities for mak-

ing that assertion is Jefferson Pa r i s h
Councilman (and former Ke n n e r
Councilman and Mayor) Louis Congemi.
More than anyone I know outside the pro-
fessional engineering fi e l d, Congemi
loves hurricane-related infrastructure and
has made himself an expert on the subject.
He can go on for hours about the beauty
of a properly-constructed T-wall, a deep-
ened drainage canal or a vastly improved
unblocked sewer.

Councilman Congemi wants you to
know that since 2005, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Jefferson Parish and
the city of Kenner have spent tens of mil-
lions of dollars applying what I like to call
“the lessons of Katrina” in strengthening
levees, deepening canals and cleaning out
sewer lines. The radio system, which went
down the first day that Katrina arrived,
has been vastly strengthened, upgraded
and improved. Part of the improvements
include a radio system that allows City
Hall workers to communicate with the
Kenner police, firefighters, EMS workers
and their colleagues who work for

Jefferson Parish.
As Congemi notes, only a fool would

imagine that we might have 175-mile-an-
hour winds whistling down Wi l l i a m s
B o u l evard without flooding, damaged
homes and buildings and rubble in the
middle of streets. Hurricanes tend to do
that. But as we learned from Katrina, it
makes a big difference when the hurricane
protection infrastructure works.

But another big breakthrough, in my
opinion, is learning that Mayor Ed Muniz,
Police Chief Steve Caraway, Fire Chief
John Hellmers, the City Hall department
heads and the emergency medical servic-
es leaders are all going to be in the same
room at the police administration building
working together cooperatively. You may
recall that when Katrina came, coopera-
tion did not exist as former Mayor Phil
Capitano and his team holed up in a
Kenner hotel and Police Chief Nick
Congemi manned the Kenner Po l i c e
Department administrative building with
his officers. Thank goodness, that won’t
be a problem next time.

It just makes sense that handling the
emergencies that a hurricane brings our
way is likely to be a lot more efficient
when everyone is in the same room and
working together, rather than separately. It
also helps that Mayor Muniz has put
together a very good administrative team
that is very conscious of the need to bat-
ten down the hatches and prepare the hur-
ricane infrastructure before the storm sea-
son arrives. They appear to have gone
about their business with their usual effi-
ciency and dispatch.

Now, there are some hurricane-related
disasters that no preparations can avert. As
Sheriff Harry Lee has noted, if Katrina had
veered about 25 miles to the west, much of
Metairie and Kenner might have had
flooding of between five and 15 feet of
toxic water. Without wishing any bad luck
to anyone else, the best news is when a
hurricane swings to the east or west of us.

But we also know that as a city, a
parish and as individual families, getting
ready for a hurricane is vital. Have you

By JEFF CROUERE

Does anyone in the Democratic Party
want to run for gove rnor of Louisiana?
R e c e n t ly, three top Louisiana Democrats
decided to forgo the race, Lt. Gove rn o r
Mitch Landrieu, former U.S. Senator John
Breaux and the incumbent Gove rn o r
Kathleen Blanco.

Blanco decided not to make the race
after facing consistently low poll numbers.
Breaux bailed out after Attorney General
Charles Foti refused to issue an opinion on
the question of the former Senator’s citizen-
ship. Landrieu said that he could best serve
the state by finishing his job as Lt. Governor;
however, he strongly considered the race.
After losing the race for mayor of New
Orleans last year and with his sister, U.S.
Senator Mary Landrieu, facing re-election
next year and vulnerable, Mitch chose the
safe option of running for re-election.

So, who is left for the Democrats? Two
rather uninspiring choices are at the top of the
list: former Congressman Chris John and for-
mer Attorney General Richard Ieyoub. One of
those two may join already announced
Democratic candidates Public Serv i c e

Commissioner Foster Campbell and Reverend
Raymond Brown in the race. Chris John lost
the 2004 U.S. Senate race to David Vitter in a
blowout and did not even make the run-off.
John has told friends that he will only run if
Campbell drops out and since Campbell is not
likely to exit the race, do not expect to see
John as a candidate for governor.

Former Attorney General Richard Ieyoub
has now lost two statewide races. Several
months ago, he was considering switching to
the Republican Party. Now, he is looking at
his options and trying to determine whether
he can raise the money for the race.

The Democratic Party would be wise to
focus on the race for governor of Louisiana.
The party that wins the Louisiana governor’s
race can create significant momentum going
into the presidential campaign of 2008, so it
is an important election. Right now,
Congressman Bobby Jindal (R-Kenner) is
the clear favorite and will likely be the next
governor of Louisiana; however, it is not a
certainty.

A recent poll by Southern Media and
Opinion Research of Baton Rouge showed
Bobby Jindal at 50 percent and John Breaux
at 34 percent. In the span of just four weeks
and in the face of harsh GOP party com-
plaints and TV advertisements, Breaux had
cut Jindal’s lead in half, without eve n
announcing his candidacy. In March, Jindal
had a 30 percent lead over Breaux. However,
Breaux is a very special case. He is an
admired former U.S. Senator who is popular

with Republicans and Democrats alike. He is
a moderate to conservative Democrat with
roots in Acadiana, a part of the state that
likes to support native-born candidates. The
bottom line is that there is not another John
Breaux waiting in the wings for the
Louisiana Democratic Party to step into the
race. With or without the residency issue,
Breaux was a very strong candidate and
would have been able to give Jindal a very
competitive race. Will Ieyoub or John or any
other Democrat be able to cobble together
enough money or a winning coalition of vot-
ers? It is not impossible, but it will be very
difficult. So, where do the Democrats turn?
Will it be to State Senator Walter Boasso (R-
Arabi)?

Boasso has been running for governor
for months, but has been shunned by GOP
leaders, who have rallied behind
C o n gressman Bobby Jindal (R-Ke n n e r ) .
Boasso has done television and radio com-
mercials, and a statewide tour and is starting
to show some movement in the polls. After
Blanco, Breaux and Landrieu decided
a gainst a race for gove rn o r, some
Democratic Pa rty leaders approached
Boasso to ask him to switch parties and the
state senator made the leap. Boasso is an
especially attractive candidate to Democrats
because he will be able to self-finance a
large portion of his campaign. Boasso was
initially a Democrat and then switched to the
GOP and was elected to the state Senate as a

The Democrats search for the right candidate

Prayers certainly help, but if a hurricane heads our way, a cooperative
attitude between Kenner City Hall and KPD is very good news

From the EditorH H
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On April 19, 2007, the Kenner City
Council passed legislation to form a citi-
zen’s advisory committee to gather informa-
tion regarding the installation of red light
traffic camera systems on roadways in the
city. The legislation was submitted through
a joint effort of District 2 Councilman Joe
Stagni and District 3 Councilman Ben
Zahn.

“Anytime we can go through a good
public process with citizen participation and
independently gather data through a trans-
parent process it will be beneficial to our
city. Many of the questions the general pub-
lic and I have can be answered through this
committee’s findings,” said Stagni. “Many
of the questions we are asking the commit-
tee to answer are recommended by the
Federal Highway Administration.”

The nine committee members will con-
sist of one member named by each council
member, the mayor and the police chief.
The committee will meet for 90 days to
determine if the cameras are needed, if they
can be placed legally and to possibly deter-
mine locations based on current crash and
red light violations. They will also look at
systems in states currently operating red

light cameras to determine their legal impli-
cations, the type of systems in use, procure-
ment methods, penalties and any reporting
requirements. The committee will also gath-
er information on the disposition of cases
involving litigation. In addition, red light
traffic camera vendors will be contacted by
the committee to find out what type of sys-
tems are currently available on the market.
After the 90 days of investigation, informal
public hearings will be held by the city
council in north and south Kenner to publi-
cize the committee’s findings.

Zahn, who first brought the idea of red
light cameras to the Kenner council’s atten-
tion, said “I’m a proponent of traffic cam-
eras, and have been from the start. Every
Kenner resident I have spoken with has
been in favor of the cameras so when I was
presented with the idea of forming a citi-
zen’s committee, I knew it would only help
to inform everyone else of the positive safe-
ty impact of these cameras. The public’s
safety is paramount.”

The legislation passed the council with
a 7-0 vote. Both Stagni and Zahn have said
that they are pleased the council agrees with
their request for public input. H

Citizen’s committee formed to
explore red light traffic cameras

GovernmentH H

Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine is a multispecialty center of excellence dedi-
cated to providing the highest quality care for patients with injury or disease of the
musculoskeletal system. Charles P. Murphy, M.D., Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. and Luis
M. Espinoza, M.D. are fellowship trained and board certified orthopedic surgeons.
Their practice encompasses sports medicine, arthroscopy, joint replacement sur-
gery, fracture care, and occupational injuries with focused expertise in surgery of
the shoulder and knee. The Orthopedic Center utilizes in house physical therapists

to facilitate recovery following injury or surgery. We are pleased to announce the
addition of an extremity MRI at our Metairie office for added patient convenience.

Drs. Espinoza, Murphy, and Lyons are pleased to announce their association as
orthopedic consultants to the New York Mets AAA affiliate New Orleans Zephyrs.

671 W. Esplanade Avenue, Suite 100, Kenner  467-5900
4921 Airline Drive, Metairie  889-2663 

ORTHOPEDIC CENTER FOR SPORTS MEDICINE
Luis M. Espinoza, M.D., Charles P. Murphy, M.D., Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

V I D E O  P O K E R
3525 Williams Blvd.

(1 block North of West Esplanade)

466-5550

M O N D AY & TUESDAY: CLOSED
W E D N E S D AY & THURSDAY: 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

F R I D AY: 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
S AT U R D AY: 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

S U N D AY: 11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

I TAL IAN, SEAFOOD,  
& STEAKS

Traditional Seafood Sampler
Fried catfish, shrimp, oysters,
stuffed crab and corn nuggets

served over fries.

Lasagna
Three layers of ground beef, Italian
sausage and four cheeses smoth-
ered in our delicious red sauce.

Mother’s Day, Prom, Graduations,
Large Group Events. . .

MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW!
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By ED MUNIZ
Kenner Mayor

As I met with department heads to work
on the city’s 2007-08 budget document, it
occurred to me that our city has several
assets that are overlooked or often taken for
granted. I’d like to take this opportunity to
talk about them.

One is the planning and zoning board,
another is our city’s website and another is
Kenner’s community television station –
KTV-76.

The planning and zoning board is made
up of a handful of dedicated citizens who
spend many hours a year watching over
land uses; rev i ewing property ow n e r
requests for changes in zoning or designs
for new developments; continually search-

ing for solid methods of providing guid-
ance for Kenner to progress in ways that are
“healthy” for the entire city, while fostering
economic growth and treating our citizens
fairly.

With the exception of regular monthly
meetings, much of the work that the board
does is unseen. One might say that to some
degree that work is thankless, but it is an
important ingredient in how this city con-
tinues to develop. It is important to the
planning department to have a sounding
board of citizens who are familiar with
public attitudes and solid planning philoso-
phy and who can provide guidance that is in
the best interest of the community.

Perhaps, most importantly, the planning
and zoning board provides a vehicle for
proposals to work their way through peri-
ods of public comment, citizen debate and
professional reflection that can end with a
successful project, one that is amended to
reflect community standards or one that
dies of its own inertia. While the process

can be painstaking, the outcome generally
falls on the side of the public good.

Ke n n e r ’s website, w w w. k e n n e r. l a . u s ,
has become an open window on city gov-
ernment, and it will be improved to make it
more attractive and user friendly in the near
future. The site now lists all city contracts;
carries all press releases within minutes
after they are sent to the local media; lists
proclamations issued by the city adminis-
tration, and hosts department director biog-
raphies, the city organizational chart, a
resource page for city employees, recre-
ation activity brochures and programs at
the planetarium and megadome theater in
Rivertown.

The website will also become an active
marketing tool for the city in the areas of
tourism, business development and com-
munity attractions.

Last fall, the city entered into an agree-
ment with CGI Communications Inc. in
N ew York to provide eight one-minute
streaming videos with music and narration
on the Kenner website that will highlight
many of the positive characteristics of our
city, ranging from business, industry and
medical services to recreation, shopping
and dining and special events. A CGI
videographer was in town several weeks
ago to shoot digital footage for the project.

The videos will be hosted on CGI’s
website and linked to Kenner’s website.
Kenner will also be able to periodically
provide a 10-minute video on topics of
public interest that will be hosted by CGI.
The service is being provided at no charge
to the city and will be paid for by advertis-
ing CGI sells to local firms for display on
its own website, where the videos will be
archived.

C u rr e n t ly, Kenner and New Iberia
appear to be the only Louisiana cities
involved in this program. CGI has done
similar streaming videos for more then 800
cities and counties across the nation. We
hope this additional positive exposure will
help show that Kenner is a great place to
visit, to work and to live.

A similar project to bring a download-
able and printable city map to the website at
no cost to the city is also underway. It, too,
will be supported by advertising sold by the
map company to local businesses. That
company will also provide the city with
several thousand copies of the map for dis-
tribution to the public.

While Jefferson Parish government and
the parish public school system have TV
channels on Cox Cable, Kenner is the only
municipality in Jefferson to have a commu-
nity TV outlet – KTV-76 – on the cable sys-
tem.

Plans are underway to revamp KTV with
more informative and a broader range of pro-
gramming. The station lost the capability to
distribute free programming from a national
satellite feed when Hurricane Katrina
knocked its satellite dish off the roof.

We are in the process of developing a
more-secure platform for a new dish and
specifications to put the project out for
bids.

In the meantime, we are developing
new locally-produced programs featuring
the city’s history and its people (the recent
piece on former Police Chief Sal Lentini is
an example), a sports program focusing on
teams of the city recreation department, a
safety program from the f ire department
and a crime prevention series from the
Kenner Police Department. 

Viewers should soon see an improve-
ment in the video graphics on KTV. Digital
graphic animation and editing upgrades are
being purchased to help bring a more pro-
fessional look to what you see on the TV
screen.

Although KTV is operated with a small
staff, its finished product compares favor-
ably with productions from many commu-
nity TV outlets in other cities. As the
i m p r ovements described above begin to
unfold, I think you’ll agree that KTV is a
valuable community asset – as is our web-
site and our planning and zoning board. H

Mayor Muniz can be reached at 468-

Mayor calls attention to valuable city assets 
GovernmentH H

On March 15, 2007, the Kenner City
Council passed council succession legisla-
tion in the form of ordinance number 9460.

The current Section 2.08 of the Kenner
City Charter, which dealt with how the
council president and vice president were
chosen, was recently amended to allow for
the council president and vice-president to
be elected by the council, from its entire
membership, instead of rotating the posi-
tions between the two councilmen-at-large.
Section 3.07, which establishes the order of
succession for acting mayor if the mayor
was temporarily absent or out of town,
allowed for the president of the council to
become acting mayor, followed by the vice-
president, the councilman-at-large not cur-
rently serving as president with the most
seniority on the council, and the district
council member with the most consecutive
years on the council.

Because of both amendments, a conflict
in the sequence of succession could occur
and an ordinance change was proposed to
the council by District 2 Councilman Joe
Stagni.

“In the absence of an applicable provi-
sion in the Kenner City Charter, the council
may set up a law that governs the succes-
sion of the council. This ordinance was pro-
posed in the best interests of the citizens of
Kenner ensuring a smooth, orderly and
continuous operation of government and to
clarify and establish the order of succession
for the Kenner City Council,” stated Stagni.
“It makes more sense to be proactive rather
than reactive. A clear chain of command

can avoid confusion, costly litigation and
fighting about who is in control.”

Councilman Stagni stated, “While
many of us believed it was better to be safe
than sorry, no one expected the provisions
of this ordinance would kick-in anytime
soon. In fact we thought the possibility was
remote at best. So imagine my surprise
when just four days after this ordinance
became law it was tested.”

Mayor Muniz was out of town from
May 5 through May 8. Council President
Marc Johnson became the acting mayor.
Council Vice-President Kent Denapolis
was in line to assume the role of council
president, but he was also out of town.
Because of ordinance 9460, Councilman-
at-Large Jeannie Black, who had more con-
secutive years of service over Councilman-
at-Large Michele Branigan, became acting
council president.

Stagni explained, “It’s not the glamour
legislation everyone’s expecting, but it’s
proactive, provides for the continuity of
governmental operations, and does so with-
out any fighting, bickering or costly litiga-
tion.” H

Kenner City Council passes
council succession legislation

Children’s Castle
501 Williams Blvd.

Performances on
Saturdays

11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.

Look for Grand Opening of
New Location May 2007
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By STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief

S u m m e r
is upon us and
our children
are getting
ready for a
much antici-
pated break
from school.
For kids, this
break means
t h e r e ’s more
time to have

fun. For parents, it’s a time to closely
monitor your child’s activities to ke e p
them safe and out of trouble. I urge you to
review the following tips with your family.

Always know where your child is at
all times. Don’t let them go to the movies,
malls, public restrooms or parks alone.
Make sure your child knows your name in
the event that they get lost in a public
place, and tell them to seek out a police
officer or security guard immediately.
Explain to them that sometimes bad peo-
ple kidnap children, and that they should
never talk to strangers. Tell them to never
get into a car with someone they don’t
know.

If your kids are home alone, instruct
them to keep the door locked at all times.
Have emergency telephone numbers in an
easy-to-find location in the house and
make sure the kids know where they are.
Tell them that if someone calls on the
telephone, they should never tell the
caller that they’re home alone. It’s better
to say that mom or dad is busy right now.

For many kids, summer means fun in
the sun and fun in the water. But a good
time at the pool can instantly turn danger-
ous if we’re not careful. Tell your kids to
be careful where they play and to stay
away from pools, canals and lakes unless
they’re under adult supervision. Never

leave your children alone in or near a
pool. If your children don’t know how to
swim, consider swimming lessons, even
if you don’t own a pool. If you own a
pool, keep toys away from the pool when
not in use to stop kids from reaching and
possibly falling in. In addition, make sure
to store harsh chemicals in a securely
locked area.

With teenagers, it is imperative to
stress the importance of being safe
behind the wheel. Automobile crashes are
the leading cause of death for adolescents
and young adults. Remind your teenager
to call before he or she returns home for
the evening so you will know an approxi-
mate arrival time.

Tell your teenager to buckle up, obey
the posted speed limit and remind them of
the dangers they face when risks are
taken. Sit down with them and put togeth-
er a teen/parent contract for both of you
to sign. Address issues such as drinking
and driving, and wearing a seatbelt.

Encourage your teenager to get
involved in sports, dance or a volunteer
group. The busier your child is, the less
likely he or she will turn to alcohol or
drugs. Underage drunk drivers can lose
their driver’s license for up to a year-and-
a-half. Also, it is against the law for any
person of any age to have an open con-
tainer of alcohol in a vehicle.

The best way to keep a child safe is
for parents to be observant and good lis-
teners. Get to know their friends, learn
about their activities and spend time talk-
ing with them every day. Again, I encour-
age you to share these tips with your fam-
ily. Take action and make sure your chil-
dren enjoy their summer in a safe way. H

Chief Caraway can be reached by
email at k p d @ ke n n e r. l a . u s . Visit the
Kenner Police Department website at
www.kennerpd.com.

Summer safety:
Keeping children safe

PoliceH HMost Elite Training Center for Athletics in our Area
One-on-one work-outs with athlete & trainers

THE SPORTS
PERFORMANCE CENTER

at Kenner Orthopedic & Sports Therapy

(504) 443-5152

• 3,500 sq. ft. weight room
• 8,000 sq. ft. outdoor training facility
• Outdoor basketball training area
• Field Turf for speed & agility training
• Baseball hitting cage with instructions by 

Coach Jeff Lipari (2-time National Champion 
with the LSU Tigers)

Come by our facility at 3921 Williams Blvd. and
talk with Coach Duke Rousse, the areas best
speed, strength and agility coach for high school &
young athletic performance enhancement or call
443-5152 to schedule an appointment.

To allow your child to be the best athlete they can
be, call the Sports Performance Center at Kenner
Orthopedic & Sports Therapy.

To set up personal hitting
instruction call

Coach Jeff Lipari at
885-1077 or 613-7696.

K e n n e r
Police Chief
Steve Caraway
a n n o u n c e d
O f f i c e r
D o m i n i c k
Rodi as the
A m e r i c a n
L egion 2nd
D i s t r i c t
“ L awman of

the Year.” Rodi was presented the award
last month at the Kenner Police Complex.

Rodi is also nominated for the “Lawman
of the Year” award for Louisiana, and if
s e l e c t e d, would be nominated on the
national level.

After the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11,
2001, the American Legion began honor-
ing firefighters and police officers who
have performed above and beyond the call
of duty. Rodi, with the KPD over six
years, was honored for his outstanding
efforts resulting in numerous arrests in
2006. H

Officer Rodi honored



KENNER STHR MAY 2007  9

By KEN MARROCCOLI
Kenner Parks and Recreation
Director

The Kenner Parks and Recreation
Department is dedicated to providing recre-
ational and leisure activities for all resi-
dents within the city of Kenner. The Kenner
Parks and Recreation Department believes
that enhancing people’s personal health and
wellness strengthens and enriches the lives
of our citizens and builds a spirit of com-
munity in our city. Our main goal is to
establish a system that allows our youth to
build self-esteem, be healthy and interact
with other children.

We are making strides in several areas
to begin enhancing the recreational envi-
ronment within the city. The recreation
department will truly become a parks and
recreation department soon with the addi-
tion of the major city parks falling under its
scope of responsibility. The addition of
Kenner City Park, Laketown and Veterans
Park will take place on July 1 and all of the
recreation department employees are look-
ing forward to the challenge of caring for

these additional facilities.
The Kenner Parks and Recreation

Department is proud to launch this transi-
tion beginning with major improvements
that will take place over the next few
months at Kenner City Park. There will be
a new aeration system installed in the
ponds to include three decorative illuminat-
ed fountains which will highlight these
upgrades. We are also planning to complete
phase one of the Pavilion Terrace Garden to
include bench seating and a brick patio area
adjacent to the existing building. The gar-
den will enhance the rental capability of the
pavilion and in the future it will allow us to
utilize this area for outdoor parties and
weddings. The waterfall area between the
ponds will also be improved with a more
distinctive and attractive feature to bring
serenity to all that enjoy that area of the
park. These improvements will continue to
make the park more of a desirable destina-
tion for our families.

Currently, our youth sports program is
in the middle of softball and baseball sea-
son, playing an expanded number of
games. We are striving for our teams to get
more playing time and have the opportuni-
ty to develop the talent and involvement of
all our children. We have made several
changes and realize that there will be some
bumps in the road. We understand that if

you do nothing you can not make a mis-
take, so with that said, we realize that by
making changes we may make some
errors.

One of the main things that we have
implemented is an after season review to
make adjustments in all sports. We know
the people out there with these children are
the best ones to help us guide the program
to be competitive and enjoyable. We at the
recreation department realize that while
winning is important, it is not the only rea-
son these children are coming out to partic-
ipate. We want to follow several guidelines
when we get our children invo l ved in
sports.
We must use sports to show kids:

How sportsmanship is important both
on and off the field;

How to learn the basic fundamentals
while having fun;

How to play because they want to – not
because someone else wants them to play;

How to realize that learning new skills
is just as important as competing (if not
more important);

How to accept challenges and how to
handle good times and bad – teach them
how to accept their own mistakes and not to
blame others for them;

How important teamwork is over indi-
vidual success – working as part of a team

is a skill that the child will use long after
his or her playing days are over;

How to not dwell on but gain experi-
ence from making mistakes. Anyone who
has ever competed knows that losing goes
hand in hand with competing. The only way
you ever succeed is to learn how to cope
with failure. Life in sports provides a great
learning environment to develop the neces-
sary skills to deal with frustration and los-
ing;

H ow supporting and believing in a
coach or a teammate is admirable. To know
others have confidence in you and believe
in what you are doing will contribute to
achieving success;

How in team environments, they can
learn to lead by example, while others
learn they impact their teammates with a
positive attitude. Both leading and follow-
ing are valuable and show how one can
contribute to individual or team success;

H ow the importance of setting and
achieving goals will help them improve, not
only in a game, but also with every endeav-
or in life.

These guidelines are the basis of how
we are running our programs at the Kenner
Recreation Department and we hope that
parents can follow the same philosophy
with their children.

The Kenner Parks and Recreation
Department Leisure Service Division has
numerous programs beginning this summer
for our youth and adults. The “Summer Day
Camp” will begin accepting registration on
Saturday, May 12, 2007. The camp will be
held at Susan Park Play ground and
Gymnasium and the first day of camp is
scheduled for Monday, June 4, 2007. Pre-
Registration for day camp is mandatory.
Please check our pullout brochure in the
center of this month’s Kenner Star for addi-
tional classes we will offer. For more infor-
mation on day camp or any other program
offered through Leisure Services call 468-
7268 or 468-7284. H

Enhancing Kenner Parks and Recreation
GovernmentH H

JF METROLOGY
Pool Service

Cleaning • Repairs • Supplies • Acid Wash
REPLASTER

CHEMISTRY/SALT SYSTEM
ELECTRONIC CONTROL BOX SPECIALIST

Cellular: (504) 220-4139   •   Cellular: (504) 220-3752
Office/Fax: (504) 324-2272

Email: JFMETROLOGY@YAHOO.COM

2007 AMERICAN
CANCER RELAY

FOR LIFE
in Kenner

Saturday, May 5, 2007
Muss Bertolino Stadium

4:00 p.m. til
Nedra 219-2292
Sheila 616-5667

Two of three competitors water down
their throats in the first round of the
Kenner Recreation Department Hot Dog
Contest held in April at the Kenner Lions
Club. The winner, who ate seven dressed
dogs on buns in just 10 minutes was
Darren Mack (center), a city humane offi-
cer. A close second was Mike Adelmann
(right) of the Kenner’s Recreation
Department, with six hot dogs. In third
place was Fire Chief John Hellmers (left),
with five hot dogs. The recreation depart-
ment raised $1,200 from the sale of hot
dogs and hamburgers for the American
Cancer Society Relay for Life fundraiser.

Hot Dog!

TARGET MARKET
KENNER CITIZENS?

THE KENNER STHR
REACHES 20,600 HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER
CALL 468-9125 FOR AD RATES
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By KEITH M. DARCEY

In addition
to ex i s t i n g
treatments for
prostate can-
c e r, there is
a n o t h e r
weapon ava i l-
able for those
in our commu-
nity who are
suffering from
this serious

form of cancer. The S-Generation daVinci
Surgical System is a technological break-
through allowing surgeons treating
prostate cancer to have greater control over
procedures and the outcome of the surgery.

The daVinci Surgical System is a
robotic surgical system physicians use to
treat only the affected area of the prostate
using robotic “arms” operated from the
robot’s control center. While traditional full
and partial prostatectomy, the procedure to
remove part or all of the prostate gland,
require incisions that measure several inch-
es in length, the robotic arms allow the
physician to make a much smaller incision,
usually about one-half inch long. Although
the prostatectomy is not the first option in
treatment, it is a highly effective line of
defense and a common procedure. Similar
advances using the robotic system have
also shown beneficial in gynecolog i c a l
procedures such as hysterectomies.

“The robotic prostatectomy is a proce-
dure that is extremely patient friendly,”
said urologist Dr. Sean Collins of East
Jefferson General Hospital. “After a very
small incision, the actual procedure is done
using robotics. These patients are then able
to go home the very next day.”

The end result is a more precise proce-
dure, shorter recovery time, less bleeding
during the surgery, and because of less
human contact, less of a chance of post-
operative complications. All this leads to a
return to family, work and normal daily life
faster and without much of the traditional
post-surgical pain.

The availability of these types of
advanced technologies becomes a life-sav-
ing tool for men suffering from this type of
cancer. Nearly 250,000 men are diagnosed
with prostate cancer each year, and almost
30,000 of these cases are fatal. With prop-
er diagnosis and early detection, the five-
year survival rate is almost 100 percent.

The prostate is a gland in the male
reproductive system that makes and stores
a component of semen. It is located near
the rectum and the bladder and surrounds
the urethra, the tube that empties urine
from the bladder. It is its location that
makes the prostate a bane for many men. A
healthy prostate is about the size of a wal-
nut. An enlarged prostate will begin to suf-

focate the urethra interrupting the flow of
urine. Left unchecked, an enlarged prostate
can actually stop the flow of urine.

Research indicates that prostate cancer
can be hereditary and that age is an impor-
tant factor. Men over the age of 65 are at an
increased risk. Also, a diet high in saturat-
ed fat and those who are obese are at very
high risk.

Those suffering from the follow i n g
warning signs should consult a physician:

Weak or interrupted flow of urine, dif-
ficulty urinating, frequent urination, espe-
cially at night, blood in the urine, pain or
burning sensation while urinating or con-
tinual lower back, pelvic or upper thigh
pain.

Your physician may recommend taking
a PSA (Prostate-Specific-Antigen) Te s t .
This blood test looks for elevated levels of
this protein. Often, the higher the level
indicates a greater chance of cancer. In
addition, an examination of the prostate
gland by a physician may be performed. It
is recommended that all men over the age
of 50, or 45 if determined to be at high
risk, undergo a yearly physical exam.

Treatment options depend on the stage
at which the cancer is detected and how
affected the gland has become. In early
stages, one type of treatment is brachyther-
apy, where the physician implants radioac-
tive seeds in the gland to kill the cancerous
cells and shrink the gland. Late stages may
require forms of radiation, chemotherapy,
or hormone therapy.

If necessary, the final option can be the
prostatectomy to eliminate further prob-
lems and complications. Under this sce-
nario, a minimally invasive procedure such
as the one using the daVinci system may be
a preferred method.

“We have made great strides in the
fight against this cancer,” said Dr. Collins.
“With technology such as daVinci and
other minimally invasive techniques at our
disposal, men stand a greater chance of
survival. They should not hesitate at all to
seek treatment.” H

Keith M. Darcey is a communications
specialist with East Je ffe rson Genera l
Hospital located at 4200 Houma
B o u l ev a rd in Metairie. Darc ey can be
re a ched at 889-7110 or at
kdarcey@ejgh.org. East Jefferson General
Hospital, Louisiana’s first Nurse Magnet
hospital, is a publicly owned, not-for-prof-
it community hospital, providing care to
the residents of the East Bank of Jefferson
Parish and surrounding communities. 

Prostate cancer/daVinci
HealthH H

Hair StylesUnlimited

Open Mon. - Sat.
www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com

464-5949 • 3635 Florida Ave.

Beauty is Timeless…Ageless
Don’t let time and age take away your youthful

beauty. Thinning hair, loss of shine and texture are not
an inevitable result of aging.

Our professionals can show you how to regain the
density, body, bounce and brilliance your hair once had.

Call today and see why we’ve been Kenner’s thin-
ning hair experts for 30 years.“Drew”   $101.95
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Saints stay the course in the draft

By KEN TRAHAN

When it comes to sailing or being the
captain of a ship, it is important to not lose
sight of the big picture, to ignore the waves,
to pay good attention to the weather condi-
tions, to stay the course. If you have a plan
and have been successful, it is of para-
mount importance to maintain a calm head
and a steady hand. This would be a perfect
description for describing the approach and
execution of the New Orleans Saints in the
2007 NFL draft. To say that the 2006 draft
was a smashing success would be an under-
statement. Reggie Bush, Roman Harper,
Jahri Evans, Zach Strief, Rob Ninkovich,
and Marques Colston all figure to have
long and productive careers with the
Saints. Due to the success the Saints had in
2006, they did not have the luxury of pick-
ing early. After a bevy of maneuvers, New
Orleans ended up with seven overall selec-
tions, lacking picks in the second and sixth
rounds. While time will tell whether or not
the process was a successful one, the Saints
appear to have avoided “reaching” for
needs or panicking by selecting the best
player available when their time came to
make a selection.

Starting in the first round, the Saints
were thrilled to have wide receiver Robert
Meachem slip to them with the 27th pick
overall. The 6’2”, 214 pounder has great
size and speed. His 4.3 speed in the forty
yard dash gives him the ability to separate
from most anyone. His size makes him a
good target. His ability to make yards after
the catch is superb. The Saints had him
rated considerably higher than the 27th best
player on their board. The concerns regard-
ing Meachem surround his struggles to get
off the line of scrimmage against press cov-
erage and his route-running ability, which
needs refinement. Still, his selection fills
the hole left by Joe Horn, giving the Saints
a solid number two receiver who can
stretch the field to compliment Marques
Colston. With Devery Henderson in the
fold, this is now a team that can truly strike
deep-ball fear into opponents.

In the third round, the Saints went back
to their formula of taking the best player
ava i l a ble, choosing cornerback Usama
Young out of Kent with the 66th overall
selection. At nearly 6’ and 194 pounds,
Young has good size for the corner posi-
tion. He has consistently run in the 4.4 to
4.38 range in the forty so he possesses good
speed. He is clearly a “workout warrior”
whose stock soared after great pro work-
outs and a time of nearly 4.3 in the forty
when timed by pro scouts. Young is an

aggressive player who will strike receivers.
The concern would be how he will fare
against far better competition.

Also in the third round, the Saints went
for guard Andy Alleman of Akron with the
88th overall pick. At 6’4”, 302 pounds,
Alleman has the size you are looking for.
He has good feet, and is a converted defen-
sive lineman. Saints offensive coordinator
and offensive line coach Doug Marrone is
very high on Alleman and was a huge pro-
ponent of his selection. He is strong, having
established lifting records with a 465 pound
bench press and a 595 pound squat at
Akron. For pro scouts, he benched 225
pounds an impressive 27 times. He is an
accomplished drive blocker, good in the
run game. He has a great attitude and is a
willing learner. The concern would be that
he has a ways to go to become an NFL pass
blocker, but Alleman will be given every
chance to win a starting job at guard oppo-
site Evans with the Saints.

In round four, the Saints traded up,
dealing a fourth round pick and a sixth
round selection to pick running back
Antonio Pittman of Ohio State with
the107th overall choice. At 5’11”, 207
pounds, Pittman has versatility as a strong
inside runner with the foot speed to run
outside. He shows good wiggle and change
of direction to make tacklers miss. He takes
care of the football, having fumbled only
twice in 557 rushing attempts with the
Buckeyes. He averaged 5.3 yards per carry
and had 37 receptions out of the backfield.
He runs in the 4.45 range in the forty. He is
a read and react type runner with good
vision. Despite the presence of Deuce
McAllister and Reggie Bush, the Saints felt
strongly enough of Pittman to deal up to get
him. That could spell doom for a long-term
future in New Orleans for McAllister
despite his solid presence and character.

In the later stages of the fourth round,
the Saints went back to their small-school
connection to select tackle Jerm o n
Bushrod, 6’4”, 315 pounds out of Towson
with pick number 125. Bushrod was known
to be a target of the Saints prior to the draft
if he was available on day two, which he
was. Bushrod is a raw athlete who runs well
for his size and has good size, agility and
athletic ability. He will be a work in
progress who has to learn to play with bet-
ter leverage and must work on pass-block-
ing, but his potential is superb. He figures
to get work as a right tackle with the Saints.

In the fifth round, the Saints tabbed cor-
nerback David Jones, 5’1” 190 pounds out
of tiny Wingate College with the 145th
selection overall. Despite not being fleet
footed (4.5 forty), Jones is quick and a
good athlete. At Wingate, he lined up at
wide receiver and returned both punts and
kickoffs. He also recorded two interception
returns for touchdowns. Despite his size,
some analysts feel he has to get stronger.

Still, the Saints like his upside and feel he
can become a roster player.

With their final pick, New Orleans went
for inside linebacker Marvin Mitchell of
Tennessee with the 220th selection overall.
Mitchell is 6’3” 249 pounds and packs a
wallop. He is a striker at the point of attack.
At Tennessee, he never quite fulfilled his
vast potential but remains intriguing. The
reason he lasted until the seventh round was
the unfulfilled potential and the fact that he
had an arrest in 2006 for disorderly con-
duct. He is the only exception to the good
character mandate the Saints organization
has focused on in this draft.

Absent in this draft were an interior
defensive lineman, an outside linebacker,
and a quarterback. The Saints are hoping
that Antawn Lake continues to develop to
push Brian Young and Hollis Thomas. Scott
Fujita and Scott Shanle will have to stay
healthy at outside linebacker. Jamie Martin
will remain the backup option for another
year at quarterback though you can expect
the Saints to sign a free agent here.

In free agency and through trades, the
Saints had already addressed needs at tight
end (Eric Johnson), safety (Kev i n
K a e s v i h a rn), cornerback (Jason Dav i d ) ,
inside linebacker (Brian Simmons), and, to
a lesser degree, wide receiver (Dav i d
Patten) while exchanging kickers with

Olindo Mare replacing John Carney. This is
another reflection of an organization that is
not panicking – they addressed needs while
not spending everything on one marquee
player. The re-signing of Charles Grant was
a solid move as well. The penchant to go
with small-school players (Yo u n g ,
Alleman, Bushrod and Jones) may concern
some observers but the success of Jahri
Evans and Marques Colston a year ago
calms those fears.

The overall approach suggests a front
office that fully understands that they have
put together the nucleus of a good football
team for several years to come with a long-
term, gradual building approach that makes
sense. It is refreshing. Of course, ultimate-
ly, this draft will be judged by how
Meachem performs. While not as flashy or
sexy as last year’s draft, the 2007 Saints
draft stacks up nicely for a franchise that
appears in a winning-mode for the long
haul. That’s why it was smart to stay the
course. H

Ken Trahan serves as sports director at
Biz Radio 990, WGSO-AM. Trahan is the
ge n e ral manager and chairman of the
b o a rd of the Saints Hall of Fame in
Kenner’s Rivertown and serves as an infor-
mation specialist for the Jefferson Parish
Recreation Department.

Residential, Construction
and

Rear/Front Load Commercial Containers

COMPETITIVE PRICING
ALWAYS ON SCHEDULE

www.sdtwds.com

BOBBY HEBERT says,
“You can’t beat the
bull. Throw away
your trash, not your
cash.”
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Pay off your mortgage faster!

Save thousands of dollars
in interest!

FDIC

Mortgage
Mortgage

Mortgage

Mortgage
Mortgage

HONEY, I SHRUNK
THE MORTGAGE!

INTERESTED?

For information package call:
RENEE DUMESTRE (504) 885-8415

FREE Mortgage analysis for the first 100 callers

SCHNEIDER’S
WHOLESALE OUTLET

SCHNEIDER’S

YOUR PARTY STARTS WITH US!

Open To The Public • Mon. - Fri. 8am - 4pm
Paper Products • Janitorial • Catering

Baking and Concession Supplies • Institutional Foods
Close-Outs • Party Supplies • Gift Boxes

2809 N. Roberson St.
New Orleans, LA • 301-9142

(corner St. Ferdinand)

Family and locally owned and operated
We accept all Major Credit Cards & EBT

PARTY
SUPPLY DEPOT

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!

Ochsner Health System has announced it opposes a
proposal by investors and developers of St. Theresa’s
Medical Complex on the grounds that it would be more
harmful than helpful to Kenner’s re-growth efforts.
Investors are seeking to amend an existing ordinance in
order to build a for-profit facility in Kenner. Ochsner is
asking Kenner residents to contact their Kenner City
Council members to vote against this proposal at their
May 3, 2007 meeting.

“The New Orleans region is experiencing a shortage
of qualifi e d, trained healthcare personnel,” say s
Lawrence Van Hoose, senior vice president of external
relations at the Ochsner Health System. “If approved,
staffing St. Theresa’s will dilute an already limited sup-
ply of nurses, allied health professionals and physicians

needed at community hospitals,” says Van Hoose.
The owners of St. Theresa’s, a for-profit company,

want to build a medical complex behind Ochsner
Medical Center-Kenner. Originally, when St. Theresa’s
began construction, they were approved to build a nurs-
ing home. Ochsner fully supports a nursing home, but
opposes St. Theresa’s new proposal to build a medical
complex.

Van Hoose goes on to say, “The opening of this for-
profit facility, in close proximity to Ochsner’s non-prof-
it, community hospital, would put substantial pressure
on the market, take away profitable services and have a
detrimental effect on Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner’s
ability to continue providing health care to patients
regardless of their ability to pay.” H

Ochsner opposes construction of a
for-profit medical complex in Kenner

After hearing several hours of testimony regarding
the legal makeup of the five-member Kenner Housing
A u t h o r i t y, 24th Judicial District Judge Patrick J.
McCabe issued a ruling from the bench that determined
the official board members to be Conchita Sulli, Donnie
Small, Alvin Miller Jr., Sharon Augillard, Brenda Byrd
and Patricia Thomas. In rendering his decision, Judge
McCabe said that any housing authority appointments
made by former Mayor Phil Capitano, but not certified
with the clerk of the city council until after Capitano
left office July 1 are not valid. Judge McCabe added
there had been no valid appointments made to the
Housing Authority since 1996.

On July 6, after taking office on July 1, Mayor
Muniz appointed Lawson Harvey and Marshall Tademy
to the authority. Harvey declined the appointment but
Tademy was certified by the council clerk but did not
take her oath of office. In October, Muniz appointed

Conchita Sulli, Donnie Small and Alvin Miller Jr. to the
authority. McCabe ruled that all three were certified by
the council clerk in a timely manner and given their
oaths of office. However, in January, Muniz made five
more appointments - Sulli, Miller, Sharon Augillard,
Brenda Byrd and Patricia Thomas. All five were certi-
fied to the council clerk and Sulli, Miller, Augillard and
Thomas took their oaths. At that point, the judge said,
Small, Miller, Sulli, Augillard and Thomas were the
rightful members of the authority; and he affirmed
those appointments.

In a separate ruling on April 24, Judge McCabe
opined that Patricia Thomas is the official board chair-
woman of the Kenner Housing Authority and Cedric
Floyd is its executive director. Both of these issues had
been left unaddressed in the court’s previous ruling.

The Kenner Housing Authority’s next meeting is
scheduled for May 28. H

Court determines makeup of
Kenner Housing Authority

According to a recent report by the city administra-
tion, the residents of Kenner would be better served by
the city notifying residents of emergency situations
using a network of existing resources such as text mes-
saging, its cable channel and the city’s website rather
than expending the funds to erect tornado sirens.

Ke n n e r ’s Public Information Officer Emile
Lafourcade explained at a recent council meeting that
logistically it would be very difficult for sirens to pene-
trate the insulated walls of many Kenner homes.
Instead, Lafourcade recommended that Kenner citizens
should be prepared in advance for events such as torna-
does by purchasing weather radios, and determining in
advance where they will go to seek shelter if such an
event happens.

The report further recommended utilizing Jefferson
Parish’s new emergency alert plan, which warns first
responders and citizens on their cell phones, alpha
numeric pagers and blackberry-type devices via email
or text message of impending emergencies such as tor-

nadoes, hurricane evacuations, hazardous material
spills and terrorist attacks. Registering is quick and easy
online by going to www.jeffersonparishla.mystateusa.com.
Click on the “Sign Up Here For Alerts!” box and follow
the directions. Citizens who do not have access to the
Internet can enroll to receive the alerts on their elec-
tronic devices by calling the Jefferson Pa r i s h
Department of Citizens Affairs at 736-6000 and provid-
ing their name and cell phone and/or pager numbers
that they want to receive the alerts. H

Report recommends measures
for Kenner warning system

Check out the
KENNER STHR
Website for Back Issues
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455-0100

Looking For Two Great Agents Who Know Their Field?
CALL US NOW AND GET A DEAL!!!

LORI
PIGEON

HOWCOTT
Realtor/Consultant
(504) 338-4965

WENDY
BELLACI
MALONEY

Realtor/Consultant
(504) 909-8765

WAREHOUSE DISTRICT CONDO:
920 Poeyfarre St. (Orleans) - $3,850

(Totally Furnished Lease)
LISTING:
4609 Neyrey (Metairie) - $275,000
4 PLEXES FOR SALE (Kenner) - $325,000
4301 Indiana Street (Kenner) - $229,500
1169 Candlelight Court - $249,700 

(Marrero)
FOR LEASE:
2444 Idaho (Kenner) - $800
2436 Idaho (Kenner) - $800
3612 Academy St. (Metairie) - $1500
28 E. Noveau (Metairie) - $2300
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By BOBBY JINDAL
United States Congressman
Louisiana’s 1st Congressional District

The U.S. House of Representative s
r e c e n t ly passed the long overdue Wa t e r
Resources Development Act (WRDA ) .
Approximately $15 billion in project authori-
zations from the Los Angeles Drainage Area
to the New York City Watershed are included
in this bill, which reflect seven years of nego-
tiations, analysis and review since the last
WRDA bill was enacted in 2000.

This legislation is critically important to
the entire country, but for Louisiana it pro-
vides the much needed authority and direction
for the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers to
design and construct a comprehensive hurri-
cane, flood and coastal protection program
safeguarding hundreds of thousands of lives
and tens of billions of dollars in industry and
infrastructure vital to our nation’s economy.

Specifically, this bill authorizes multiple
projects to improve New Orleans-area flood
and hurricane storm damage reduction proj-
ects, including work to provide a level of pro-
tection that would protect the area from a 100
year flood event, such as Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita, and thus qualify the area for the
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).

We all remember seeing or hearing the
reports of water breaching our levees during
and shortly after the 2005 storms. As we con-
tinue to rebuild our region and urge people to
rebuild, invest and move back into the area,
we must be assured that our families are pro-
tected. Many of the projects included in this
legislation are a great start in providing that
protection. Some of the projects the bill
authorizes include raising levee heights, rein-
forcing or replacing flood walls along Lake
Po n t c h a rtrain, modifying the 17th Street,
Orleans Avenue and London Avenue drainage
canals, as well as installing pumps and clo-

sure structures at or near the lakefront.
During the storms of 2005 many of the

pumping stations designed to protect the area
were overcome with water and failed to oper-
ate. This legislation will help to ensure that
failure does not happen again and that pump-
ing stations throughout the region are
equipped to continue operating during future
hurricanes, storms or flooding.

WRDA also addresses concerns of com-
munities surrounding New Orleans. Citizens
in St. Bernard Parish have been lobbying for
the closure of the Mississippi River Gulf
Outlet, also know as MRGO, even before
Hurricane Katrina. This legislation de-author-
izes the outlet for navigation and requires the
Corps of Engineers to develop a plan for its
closure and the restoration of the fragile wet-
lands that have been damaged or destroyed by
saltwater intrusion from the channel.

Louisiana contains 30 percent of the con-
tinental United States’ coastal marshes and
accounts for 90 percent of the coastal marsh
lost in the continental United States. After
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, some locations
in Cameron, Plaquemines and St. Bernard
Parishes have been completely reclaimed by
the Gulf. If we do not act immediately, lives
and property will continue to fall victim to
flooding during hurricanes, the nation’s ener-
gy supply will be at greater risk, and a nation-
ally important ecological system will contin-
ue to be destroyed. One study suggests every
couple of miles of healthy wetlands reduces
tidal surge by one foot, thus protecting popu-
lated areas. By restoring our wetlands, we can
provide the natural barrier against storms for
New Orleans and the surrounding area.

The $1.1 billion provided in the WRDA
bill for coastal restoration, along with energy
royalties Louisiana will receive from legisla-
tion I helped to pass last year, will allow us to
begin and complete projects instead of wait-
ing and using a piecemeal approach as the
state has done in the past. It would also allow
us to avoid inflated construction costs in years
to come. For every day we wait, more of our
precious coastline and wetlands continues to
disappear and our infrastructure deteriorates.

Among the critical projects included in the
WRDA bill for helping restore our coasts is
the Morganza to the Gulf hurricane protection
project in Lafourche and Terrebonne parishes.
The Morganza project is critical to protecting
one of America’s most important ecosystems.
The natural buffer that protected the Bayou
region from hurricanes for over the past 200
years is eroding. Louisiana’s coastal wetlands
are one of the most productive estuary areas in
the world. It is documented that 25 square
miles of coastal Louisiana are being destroyed
by erosion, subsidence or sea level rise each
and every year. Southeastern Louisiana alone
is estimated to have lost 118 square miles of
its coast during Hurricanes Rita and Katrina.

This project is the best solution to pro-
tecting the exposed areas in the Bayou region,
which currently have Category 0 hurricane
protection. The Morganza Project is com-
prised of multiple features, including approx-
imately seventy-two miles of levees, pumping
station protections, flood gates and a canal
lock structure. For most of Terrebonne and
part of Lafourche Parishes, there is no plan
“B” when it comes to hurricane protection.
The only plan anywhere past the study stage
is Morganza to the Gulf, and this plan has
been in the study stage for the past 15 years.

The Morganza project is one of the most

carefully developed projects in WRDA. The
areas it would protect in Terrebonne and
Lafourche Parishes are the heart of about 30
percent the nation’s seafood industries. In
addition, 18 percent of the nation’s petroleum
products and 25 percent of the nation’s natu-
ral gas production is pumped through this
area by way of the country’s primary ports to
offshore energy platforms.

The people in southern Louisiana do not
have time for more delays. With another hurri-
cane season fast approaching, it is paramount
that the Senate act and pass the WRDA bill
quickly. The faster that Congress approves this
bill and the President signs it into law, the
quicker that these projects can be completed
and people can rebuild with some peace of mind
that their families will be better protected. H

C o n g ressman Bobby Jindal’s 1st
C o n g ressional District cov e rs Je ffe rs o n ,
O rleans, St. Charles, St. Ta m m a ny,
Tangipahoa and Washington Pa r i s h e s .
Congressman Jindal has offices locally and in
Washington, D.C. and can be reached via his
Southshore office at 3525 North Causeway
Boulevard, Suite 1020, Metairie, Louisiana,
70002 or 837-1259. Constituents can also
write to Congressman Jindal dire c t ly at
www.Jindal.house.gov.

Protecting our families, homes and businesses

MLF

Melchers Law Firm
Estate Planning • Real Estate • Business Law
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner

(504) 467-1092

We listen, we assess
your needs, we make it easy for
you to make legal decisions.

• Wills - Trusts - Successions
• Real Estate Closings
• Business Law

James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law
Kathy Melchers, Administrator

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

• Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability

The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast 
Call 616-8030

Next meetings are at 7:00 a.m. on May 3, 17 & 31.

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Ted Bowden at 504-616-8030 for more information on becoming a member.

2401 Veterans Memorial Boulevard, Kenner
466-5856

w w w. c d a d a n c e . c o m

Dance Center
Dance Classes for All Ages

Fall Registration Begins May 12th
Call or visit our website for Summer and Fall Schedules

“CDA is a wonderful school that offers a remarkable dance experience.
The teachers TRULY care for their students by offering them the best dance
education possible as well as providing a fun, loving environment for our
children. CDA is definitely the best place for us!”

Patti & Hailey Marino
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By ALLAN KATZ

When Keith Bellaci and Donnie McMyne bought the
Speakeasy Bar and Grill back in April 2006, some pes-
simists warned them it might be too soon to know for sure
if the Kenner economy would bounce back in the wake of
Hurricane Katrina.

But Bellaci and McMyne, lifelong friends who grew up
in Kenner, are optimists by nature. The Speakeasy Sports
Bar and Grill, located at 4345 Williams Boulevard at the
corner of Joe Yenni Boulevard, has prospered under their
easy-going, genial stewardship and both of the 29-year-old
owners feel that the best is yet to come.

“We’ve established a very nice niche for ourselves in
the Kenner market,” says Bellaci. “We’ve created a very
pleasant place to have a drink, enjoy some very good bar
food, watch sporting events on big-screen TV, or play pool,
our virtual reality golf game or video poker. We’re one of
the few places in Kenner open until the early morning hours
every day, not just weekends. We’ve attracted a very nice
crowd and we’re very comfortable with the niche we’ve
found for ourselves.”

The Speakeasy is open from 11:00 a.m. to 5:30 a.m.
M o n d ays through T h u r s d ays. On the we e kends, the
Speakeasy is open from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m. On Friday
nights live local bands such as the Wise Guys and Local

Option Two, oldies bands, are usually playing. On Saturdays
a broad variety of music is played by disc jockey, D.J.
Dimensions. Service industry night on Sundays draws many
employees from the nearby Treasure Chest casino and the
local restaurant and hotel community when they get off
work.

Bellaci, a graduate of Lutheran High School and the
University of Southeastern Louisiana, and McMyne, a grad-
uate of Bonnabel High School, are also proud of the food
service at the Speakeasy where the house specialty is a 10-
ounce burger cooked to order. Tuna steak, chicken tenders,
fried chicken wings, chicken sandwiches and an assortment
of appetizers are among the various menu items.

“The Speakeasy represents a huge opportunity for us,”
said Bellaci. “Because we both know the community so
well, we’ve been able to create an atmosphere that is very
much like what people who live in Kenner enjoy – relaxed,
friendly, good food and music, lots of laughs, a place where
you don’t have to dress up and are likely to bump into peo-
ple you already know from work or around town.”

Bellaci and McMyne continue to be very optimistic
about Kenner’s future. “We think Kenner is always going to
have appeal for talented, successful people of all ages who
like to have a nice time in a friendly atmosphere,” said
Bellaci. “We think the future is bright for the Speakeasy and
for the city of Kenner.” H

CommunityH H

Two optimists purchase bar and grill in expectation
economy will rebound, so far it’s real good

AAA Trophies
“We give your awards a personal touch”

3813 Florida Avenue • Kenner, LA 70065
(504) 467-7384 •  Beeper: 461-1161

23 Years Experience
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED • TEAM DISCOUNTS

39th St.

3813

Lake

38th St.

H

Personalized Awards for:
Dance Scholastic Music

Swimming Retirement Safety
Parties Bowling Pool

Football Track Basketball
Soccer Baseball Golf
Tennis Racquetball Karate

“Kenner’s Best Kept Secret”

M. Susan M. Felder, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

4134 FLORIDA AVENUE, SUITE 101
KENNER, LOUISIANA  70065
(504) 469-6333
Office Hours By Appointment

Emergencies taken daily • New patients welcome.
Visa, Master Card, Discover Card accepted.

Window Screens Made & Installed

PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS

• Pool Enclosures
• Carports
• Insulated Rooms
• Replacement 

Windows
• Gutters

• Patio Covers
• Glass Rooms
• Room Additions
• Screened Rooms
• Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

504-467-6998

The 14th annual Golden Tassel Gala, benefiting
Jefferson Dollars for Scholars, will be held at 8:00 p.m.
on Friday May 11, 2007, at the Pontchartrain Center in
Kenner.

Over 1,000 guests are expected at this year’s gala
which will feature food from over 40 of the area’s finest
restaurants, music from Joe Simon Jazz, the “Golden
Tassel Pull” for an array of fantastic prizes, a silent auc-
tion and a student artwork display.

Chairing this year’s gala is a volunteer team headed
by Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway and his wife,
Karen. “Steve and I are proud to chair the 16th anniver-
sary of the Golden Tassel Gala,” said Karen Caraway.
“With our theme of ‘Rising Stars,’ we’re excited to pro-
vide scholarships for the many students who will be the
rising stars of our future workforce in Jefferson Parish.”

Guests purchasing patron level tickets for the gala
will be invited to an exclusive patron party held from
7:00 to 8:00 p.m. prior to the gala, where they will enjoy
catering by world-famous Galatoire’s and an exclusive

private auction. Supporters at the $1,000 and above lev-
els will have reserved tables at the gala.

“As we continue to rebuild, it is crucial that we
invest in tomorrow’s leaders. Our young people hold our
community’s future in their hands,” said Lisa Conescu,
executive director of Jefferson Dollars for Scholars.

Founded in 1993, Jefferson Dollars for Scholars has
awarded more than $6 million in scholarships to over
2,000 students. This program has twice garnered nation-
al recognition as the outstanding chapter of Dollars for
Scholars, the only chapter in 41 states to achieve such
recognition.

Proceeds from the Golden Tassel Gala will provide
funding for scholarships to deserving Jefferson Parish
public school students.

Tickets for the Golden Tassel Gala are $75 per per-
son. Patron tickets are $125 and provide admission to
both the patron party and gala. For tickets or more infor-
mation, contact Jefferson Dollars for Scholars at 831-
1565 or mail@jeffersondollarsforscholars.org. H

Caraways to head Jefferson Dollars
for Scholars Golden Tassel Gala

The Pajama Game, a musical comedy from the cre-
ators of Damn Yankees, opens on Friday, May 4, 2007 at
8:00 p.m. at the Rivertown Repertory Theatre. Written
by George Abbott and Richard Bissell with music and
lyrics by Richard Adler and Jerry Ross, the play will run
through May 20 with performances on Fridays and
Saturdays at 8:00 p.m. and on Sundays at 2:30 p.m. An
optional pre-performance buffet served by Messina’s is
available at $18 and reservations are required. Group
rates are also available.

Based on the novel 7-1/2 Cents by Richard Bissell,
The Pajama Game explores the dangers of workplace

romance. Conditions at the Sleep-tite Pajama Factory are
anything but peaceful, as sparks fly between new super-
intendent Sid Sorokin and Babe Williams, leader of the
union grievance committee. Some of the popular musi-
cal standard numbers include Hey There, Steam Heat,
Hernando’s Hideaway and There Once Was A Man.

Ticket prices are $25 for adults, $22 for students and
seniors over 54 and $12 for children ages six to 12.

The theatre is located at 325 Minor Street in Kenner’s
R ive rt own district. Call 468-7221 Tu e s d ay through
Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for tickets and reser-
vations. H

The Pajama Game opens at RRT
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On A p r i l
11, Jefferson
P a r i s h
P r e s i d e n t
A a r o n
B r o u s s a r d
o f f i c i a l l y
a n n o u n c e d
his intention
to seek a sec-
ond term in
office. At the
e v e n t ,

Broussard introduced his campaign team,
delivered a 10-minute address touting the
parish’s quick recovery and shared his
vision for Jefferson Parish over the next
four year cycle.

Broussard has served as a member of
the Jefferson Parish School Board, a dis-
trict councilman in Jefferson Parish, the
mayor of Kenner and a Jefferson Parish
Council Chairman. He has served as
parish president in Jefferson since
2004. H

Parish President Aaron Broussard
seeks second term

CommunityH H

Ron Hampton
Your Local CD Authority

Retirement Planning Associates
Metairie, LA

A CD Referral and Insurance Provider
$25,000 Minimum

Subject to Availability
Penalty for Early Withdrawal

6 . 0 0%6 . 0 0% 6-Month FDIC Insured
Certificate of Deposit

Annual Percentage Yield

SENIORS
55 PLUS!

LYNN DIMM’S NURSERY
27 W. 27th Street • Kenner, LA • 888-7517 or 468-5467

Landscaping…Call for Estimate
Come out and see our beautiful plants!

ENCORE AZALEAS – 3 gal. for $15
Queen Palms Robellini Palms Knock Out Roses

Tobechina Ixora Red Banana Hibiscus
Begonias Camellias Indian Hawthorne Sasanqua

Mandevilla Vegetable Plants Jasmine Day Lilies
Esperanza Hydrangea Bedding Plants Aztec Grass
Crotons Caladiums Marigolds Purselane

Geraniums Purple Fountain Grass Trees Encore Azaleas

On April 25, George Branigan official-
ly announced his candidacy for the District
79 Louisiana House of Representatives seat

being vacated
by term limit-
ed incumbent
D a n n y
M a r t i n y .
Branigan is a
Republican.

“The peo-
ple of District
79 know me
as a member
of the com-
munity whose

true passion is serving others through com-
munity leadership. Whether it is working
with the schools or playgrounds, non-prof-
its or neighborhoods, I have always worked
well with others to make this area a better
place to live and raise a fa m i ly,” said
Branigan.

“If elected,” said Branigan, “I will focus

my first term efforts on building our econ-
omy, tightening up laws preventing lawsuit
abuse, enhancing our schools, and protect-
ing our homes and families from natural
disaster.”

Branigan, 48, is the owner of Branigan
Insurance Associates and a member of the
Health Underwriters Association. He is a
member of the Chateau Estates Lakefront
Civic Association and the Krewe of Argus
and has also served on numerous commit-
tees including the Mount Carmel High
School Fall Fe s t ival Committee and is
c h a i rman of the Brother Martin High
School Alumni Golf Committee. He also
served as president of the St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Home and School Association, and
booster club president, vice-president and
sponsor coordinator of Muss Bert o l i n o
Playground where he raised $150,000 to
build the “f ield of dreams” six-plex base-
ball facility. George is married to Vicki and
is the father of George Jr., Brian, and Kelli,
and is stepfather to Emily and Molly. H

George Branigan launches campaign
for District 79 House seat

Aaron Broussard

George Branigan

For the 17th year the United States Postal
Service will conduct a nationwide food drive
on “Food for the Hungry Day,” May 12,
2007.

Locally the city of Kenner, the United
States Postal Service National Association of
Letter Carriers Branch 4342 and the AFL-
CIO are co-sponsors of the event, which is
held to collect non-perishable items for the
hungry and needy families living in the
Kenner area.

Kenner residents are asked to place non-
perishable food items near their mail slots or
mail boxes for letter carriers to collect on
their delivery rounds on that day. Food items
can also be delivered by residents to the two
post office locations in Kenner.

The food bank is requesting items such
as canned meats, tuna fish, tomato sauce and

paste, soup, peanut butter, jelly, noodles,
macaroni and cheese, spaghetti, packaged
rice, dried milk, infant formula, canned veg-
etables, fruit juices and fortified cereals.
Glass items cannot be accepted during the
food drive.

“Last year we collected 11 tons of food
and are hoping to collect even more this
ye a r,” said Diane Plauche, Kenner Fo o d
Bank supervisor.

The donated food will be collected by
letter carriers and delivered to the Kenner
Food Bank for sorting and distribution.

Anyone wishing to make a monetary or
food donation or contribution directly to the
Kenner Food Bank can contact Plauche at
468-7204. The food bank is located at 1610
Third Street in Kenner. H

Needy families to benefit
from May postal food drive
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By PAOLO ZAMBITO

Summer is right around the corner and
many people are already beginning to dread
that trip to the pool or the annual beach vaca-
tion. If you are one of the many who want to

get in shape this summer, Elmwood Fitness
Center (EFC) recently opened its newest
facility at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
located at 200 West Esplanade, Suite 112.

“We are so excited to bring Elmwood
Fitness Center to the residents of Kenner,”
said Tavis Piattoly, RD, assistant general
manager and director of health and fitness at
Elmwood. “And, this new location provides
the same top-notch customer service and
knowledgeable staff as all of the Elmwood
facilities.” The Kenner location has a variety

of cardio equipment including treadmills,
elliptical machines and recumbent bikes. For
those looking for a strength workout, there
are also a variety of weight machines and
free weights. The facility is also equipped
with a snack bar that offers meal replace-
ment and recovery drinks, energy bars and
healthy snacks. Additionally, EFC-Kenner is
a certified Silver Sneaker facility, which
means members of Humana Gold Plus insur-
ance are qualified to receive a complementa-
ry membership at any Elmwood Fi t n e s s
Center location.

There are also plans to expand the
Kenner facility in the summer of 2007.
“We’re planning to add a group fitness stu-
dio, spinning bikes (classes), yoga, new
strength and cardio equipment, and renova-
tion of the locker rooms,” explains Piattoly.
“The expansion is expected to be complete
by July so that members can enjoy these
additional services and comforts.”

You must be age 14 or older to be eligi-

ble for membership. Hours of operation are
Monday through Friday from 6:00 a.m.-
10:00 p.m. and Saturday from 8:00 a.m.-
2:00 p.m. Another benefit for Kenner mem-
bers is that they are able to use the Harahan
facility for no charge from noon on Friday
through Sunday evenings.

If you are ready to feel better, look bet-
ter and think better, stop by Elmwood’s
newest facility. With a convenient location
for Kenner residents, there is no excuse not
to take 30 minutes a few times a week to
exercise. For additional information about
EFC-Kenner, call 739-1600. H

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive
officer at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
and has served in this role for two years.
Zambito has been at the Kenner facility for
over 15 years. For more information, con-
tact OMC-Kenner at the corner of West
Esplanade and Loyola Avenue in Kenner,
call 468-8600 or visit www.ochsner.org.

HealthH H

Kenner

$25 OFF
some restrictions apply

expires 05/31/07

443-6666

Elmwood Fitness Center opens new location in Kenner

By CRAIG GOODWIN

S i n c e
1983, May has
been observe d
as “National
P h y s i c a l
Fitness and
Sports Month.”
P hysical fi t-
ness is vital to
a healthy
l i f e s t y l e .

During “National Physical Fitness and
Sports Month” we need to recognize the
importance of integrating exercise into our
daily routines along with recognizing the
importance of living a more active lifestyle.
Physical fitness benefits both the body and
the mind. Regular exercise, along with
healthy eating habits, helps prevent serious
health problems and promotes a better
lifestyle. Maintaining an active lifestyle
reduces the risks of serious illness such as
heart disease, obesity, diabetes, as well as
other serious health problems.

Some interesting statistics on the benefits
of exercise include:

Burning 1,000 calories a week can lower
your stroke risk by 24 percent.

Coronary heart disease (CHD) is a major
cause of death in the United States.
Exercising for 14 minutes, five days per week
can decrease your death risk from CHD by 46
percent.

Regular exercise decreases breast cancer
risk by 20 percent.

Unfit men are 80 percent more likely to
die of cancer than fit men.

By exercising regularly you’re apt to work

better, sleep better and be more alert and ener-
getic than inactive individuals.

Getting our children involved in sports
helps develop life long lessons of wellness.
Being involved in sports helps develop new
friendships, promotes teamwork, teaches
discipline and how to win and lose with
respect for others. Getting our children
involved in sports early also educates them
in the importance of maintaining active
lifestyles through their adult life. Today, too
many children follow an inactive lifestyle
with an overwhelming percentage of our
youth being obese. This obesity leads to
early onset of diabetes and other illnesses
that will rob those children of a normal life.

As President Kennedy said at the 1961
Youth Fitness Conference, “We do not want
in the United States a nation of spectators.
We want a nation of participants in the vig-
orous life.” President Bush states, “The
medical benefits, increased self confidence
and stress reduction that can come from ath-
letic activity help contribute to a healthier,
more productive nation”. Let May be the
month we start a healthier lifestyle for our
children and ourselves. H

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is
president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy, located at 3921 Williams Boulevard
with two other locations in Metairie and on
the West Bank. Goodwin graduated from
LSU Medical School Department of Allied
Health, Department of Physical Therapy, in
1987. Anyone who has experienced an injury
and would like to find out why it happened
and what can be done to help restore normal
function in that area, can email the profes-
sionals at Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

May is “National Physical
Fitness and Sports Month”

BLUE BOW
Art, Fashion, Jewelry, and Asian Decor

3814 Williams Blvd., Unit 8 • Kenner, LA  70065 • 305-1492

CUSTOM
JEWELRY
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By JOEY CLEVELAND

Last month’s column dealt with the
question of what I wanted to do with my life
now that I am a widow. I had been advised
by a grief counselor to make a collage with
pictures and words that graphically attempt-
ed to answer that question, and I’m happy to
report that I love my life just as it is.

In my collage, I displayed groupings of
pictures of the areas of my life to which I
am committed (church, family, friends and
organizations, community) as well as those
passions and loves that bring me entertain-
ment, recreation and appreciation (hobbies,
nature, travel, etc.). My life is certainly not
perfect, but it is and probably always will be
a “work in progress.” Most importantly, I
feel comfortable that my life contains all of
the necessary core ingredients for happi-
ness: love for God and my church, my fam-
ily, friends and personal talents. As long as
I’m standing on that foundation, the rest is
lagniappe.

A few weeks ago, two dear friends
asked me to join them in plowing through a
challenging book recommended by a pastor
to his congr egation. The title is F u l ly
Human, Fully Divine by Michael Casey, a
Cistercian monk from Australia. (Have you
ever heard of an Australian monk before? I
haven’t.) Anyway, below the title on the
cover it says, “An interactive Christology,”
and what this has come to mean to our little
group is that the ideas and challenges the
author sets forth call for a reaction and a
response from each of us, and believe me
when I say we’ve had lots of those!

For starters, a hint is in the title. So
many of us have been raised in different cul-
tures, families, belief systems, etc., and I
dare say you would get as many different
responses as people when you ask someone
about their concept of Jesus’ divine human-
ity, true God and true man (emphasis mine).
Here are some passages from the book that
have given me much to ponder, all of this
just in the first chapter:

“If we do not accept our own concrete
humanity, we will be less capable of appre-
ciating the humanity of Jesus. Otherwise

our love and admiration for him may take
the form of refusing to see in him the quali-
ties we experience most in our own human-
ness. We project onto Jesus a “perfection”
that is, in fact, incompatible with humanity.
Jesus becomes more like an angel than a
man. By thus making the incarnate Word
superhuman – one who was only slightly
like us—we deny the reality of the self-emp-
tying of the Son of God. We also weaken the
link that our common nature gives us. If my
humanity was not good enough for Jesus, if
his divinity required something better, then
how can it be said of him that he was “like
us in all things – excluding sin?”

“In this age, more than any other, we
need the divine boldness to affirm that
Christianity is not a matter of being good
but of becoming God. It is only by the
wholehearted acceptance of the truth that
God’s Son fully shared our humanity that
we can be emboldened to find in him our
way towards an intense and transforming
relationship with the God who exists beyond
human experience.”

“The fathers of the Church saw the
humanity of Christ as a bridge between us
and God – but it was a bridge on which traf-
fic passed in both directions. Christ became
human so that we might become divine, that
we might see and learn from him the infini-
tude of love of which the human heart is
capable.”

“There is a paradox involved in this
doctrine: it is only by becoming divine that
we begin to be fully human. Conversely, if
we are not divinized we become subhuman
– beings whose innate potential has been
left unrealized.”

“That the divinization of human beings
is a neglected doctrine powerfully reveals
the impoverishment of Christian faith that
we have allowed to occur.”

This is an attempt to give you a just a
small sample of how this book has shaken
up my concept of Jesus when he walked the
e a rth. To think of him as fully human
( except for sin) embarrasses me. Fo r
starters, we humans all share physical, bod-
ily functions and realities that are difficult
to imagine Jesus also experienced. And
because he was a male, he experienced hor-
monal reactions to stimuli that all males
share. Of course, these realities are not the
focus of this chapter. The point here is that
if Jesus was fully human, truly one of us in
every way (except for sin), then we can take

courage in the knowledge that we are capa-
ble of following him all the way on our
homeward journey. To us, as to the disci-
ples, he says simply: “Follow me.”

I think so much of this book that I hope
to begin sharing it with another group of
women that I have been meeting with week-
ly for over ten years. Perhaps you have some
friends in mind that would like to share this
or another book of real substance. We all

have different perspectives to bring and
share with others that enrich the group
experience. Why not give it a try? H

Joey Cleveland is the widow of Carl
C l eveland, the Kenner Star Fa i t h wa l k
columnist from 1998 until his death July
2006. Joey Cleveland can be reached via
email at kenstarcwc@aol.com.

Fully human, fully devine
FaithwalkH H

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE

KENNER STHR
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Posterior tibial tendinitis: An athlete’s nightmare
HealthH H

By LUIS M. ESPINOZA, M.D.

A common cause of inner foot pain is
inflammation or tears involving the posterior
tibial tendon. Studies looking specifically at
runners have shown an incidence of posterior
tibial tendinitis in two to six percent of all ath-
letes. Sports that require rapid changes in
direction, such as basketball, tennis and soc-
cer also place significant stress on this struc-
ture and can lead to painful symptoms

The posterior tibial tendon is an important
stabilizing structure in the foot that functions
to lock the heel (hindfoot) and prevent the
forefoot from hyperpronating. Runner’s rec-
ognized as ‘excessive pronators’ have low
arches and an increased risk of developing
overuse pain and injury to the posterior tibial
tendon. Prompt recognition of this condition
is critical to begin early treatment and prevent
permanent damage to the tendon.

Complete or partial tendon ruptures occur
infrequently in young athletes. The majority
of posterior tibial tendon problems, particu-
larly ruptures, occur in middle aged women.

Complete rupture of the tendon is generally
easier to identify due to the sudden onset after
a specific trauma coupled with the rapid col-
lapse of the medial arch. On the other hand,
athletes with posterior tibial tendonitis typi-
cally complain of gradually increasing pain
along the inner aspect of the foot and ankle.
Pain is heightened by weight-bearing activi-
ties, and athletes often recall an increase in
training activity before the symptoms began.
Athletes with tears usually recall at least one
specific traumatic incident that was interpret-
ed as a sprain. The pain can gradually worsen
and lead to decreases in performance or par-
ticipation.

P hysical examination should focus on
recognizing warmth, swelling and tenderness
along the course of the posterior tibial tendon.
Special resistance tests are performed to iso-
late the tendon and reproduce the sympto-
matic pain. Athletes may also present with flat
feet and an inability to perform a single-leg
heel rise due to discomfort.

Initially, X-rays are obtained to rule out
other causes of inner foot pain such as an
accessory navicular bone, a large navicular
tuberosity or a stress fracture. Magnetic reso-
nance imaging (MRI) is extremely useful in
providing additional information as to the
extent of tendon damage. MRI imaging of the
tendon clearly reveals complete ruptures and

allows assessment of partial tears or thicken-
ing of the tendon resulting from chronic
inflammation.

When early posterior tibial tendinitis is
diagnosed, athletes are treated with standard
rest, ice, oral anti-inflammatory medication
and elevation. Excessive pronators are pre-
scribed shoe orthotics to support the medial
arch. The rest doesn’t necessarily mean cessa-
tion of all activity, it could involve a mere
reduction in the training intensity or program.
If this initial treatment fails, immobilization
with a walking boot or cast is indicated for
four to six weeks. Steroid injections are never
performed in this area for risk of further ten-
don damage and subsequent rupture.

Persistent pain and disability after three to
six months of non-operative management
warrants surgical treatment. Surgical treat-
ment aims to repair any partial tears and to
remove any inflamed and thickened tissue. In
chronic cases that have existed for over a year,
it is important to reconstruct the inner arch.

Po s t - s u rgical rehabilitation consists of
p hysical therapy to regain full range of
motion and strength before a return to full
competition. This recove ry period may
require four to eight months depending on the
severity of the problem and required surgery.
Early recognition is critical for avoiding any
complications and returning athletes to a high
level of participation. H

Luis M. Espinoza M.D. is a board certi-
fied orthopedic surgeon practicing at the
Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine. Dr.
Espinoza serves as a consultant for the New
York Mets AAA affiliate New Orleans Zephyrs
baseball team. The Orthopedic Center is a
multi-specialty center dedicated to complete
musculoskeletal care with focused expertise
in shoulder and knee injuries. Offices are
located in Kenner and Metairie. For addition-
al information call 467-5900 or visit
www.orthodoc.aaos.org/lespinozamd.

By ALLAN KATZ

This is a tough time in Kenner for those
who suffer from asthma, bronchitis,
emphysema, allergies and other pulmonary
illnesses.

“The humidity is high, there’s a lot of
pollen in the air and, unfortunately, many
pollutants are stirred up by the construction
and renovation boom,” says Dr. Andrea
Espinoza, a pulmonary specialist at
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner.

If there is any good news on the pul-
m o n a ry front in Kenner it is that the
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner has an
excellent emergency room ready to help in
a ny situation that demands immediate
attention and a strong pulmonary depart-
ment with experienced practitioners who
are accessible for long-term treatment
options.

“As is true any where in South
Louisiana, Kenner has many residents who
h ave challenges from sinus infections,
asthma, allergies, bronchitis and emphyse-
ma,” says Dr. Espinoza. “What we try to
emphasize is that the best treatment for
these pulmonary ailments is not an occa-
sional visit to the doctor’s office when you
have an emergency, but rather a long-term
approach directed by your doctor with

medications and treatments taken regularly
and systematically. These illnesses are
most dangerous to your health and well-
being when the patient doesn’t take his or
her medications doesn’t see the doctor on a
regular basis and misses appointments for
treatment.”

Dr. Espinoza, who is in private practice
at Southshore Lung Center, says she has
noticed many of her patients in their 20s or
30s are experiencing increased exacerba-
tions of allergies and allergic rhinitis.

“Many doctors share my concern that
the post-Hurricane Katrina environment,
including pollutants and occupational aller-
gens and dust in the atmosphere, has con-
tributed to the apparent increase or recur-
rence of pulmonary illnesses,” says Dr.
Espinoza. “Patients aren’t happy to be told
that they have to return to the medications
they put away years ago but they are glad
when we say that their recurring symptoms
and suffering can be alleviated again by a
regimen of regular treatments.”

Dr. Espinoza says to avoid the summer-
time pulmonary blues, this is a good time
to arrange an appointment with a pul-
monary specialist who can prescribe med-
ications and treatments that will ke e p
patients feeling better through the long,
hot, high-humid summer months. H

It’s the season when sinuses become
infected and asthma patients must
take their medicines as prescribed

KENNER STHR
BACK ISSUES
www.kennerstar.com

2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm/Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm/Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

469-3503

The Ice House

YOUR ONE STOP
SHOP FOR

SUMMER EVENTS
H Cajunland Seasoning

H Salt  H Bag Ice
H Snow Ball Blocks

H Bottle Water
and Soft Drinks

PACKAGE BEER
“Lowest Price Allowed By Law”

20 pk LONGNECKS
BUD •BUD LIGHT

MILLER LIGHT
COORS LIGHT

1499

Happy
Mother’s Day
TOP OFF YOUR
PROPANE

TANK
for your BBQ Pot

Give Mom a Break!



KENNER STHR MAY 2007 21

By SEAN C. HUNDER
Interim Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport

What is an airport? The answer may be
obvious to most. Wikipedia.org defines an
airport as a facility where aircraft can take
off and land. At the very minimum, an air-
port consists of one runway (or helipad),
but other common components are hangars
and terminal buildings. Apart from these,
an airport may have a variety of facilities
and infrastructure, including fi xed base
operator services (general aviation), air
traffic control, passenger facilities such as
restaurants and gift shops and emergency
services.

Although this definition is accurate, an
airport is much more. Airports function
like small cities and are a conveyance for
people to do business and leisure air travel,
a source of tax revenue for city govern-
ments and a provider of jobs. Airports are
considered valuable economic engines in
their communities and are magnets for the
location of commerce.

Prior to Hurricane Katrina, an econom-
ic impact study conducted by UNO
Chancellor Tim Ryan indicated that Louis
A rmstrong New Orleans Intern a t i o n a l
Airport was an economic engine with an
annual impact in excess of one billion dol-
lars and a provider directly and indirectly of
12,000 jobs to people residing in nine
parishes and other areas. Tax dollars are
paid to the city of Kenner, Jefferson Parish
and the state in the millions. Even St.
Charles Parish has been the recipient of
substantial tax monies. Ironically, the city
of New Orleans, who owns the airport,
receives the least of the sales tax revenues –
approximately $500,000 per year. In our
post-Katrina world, we are beginning to see
that the airport is once again having a major
impact on the area. The badges issued to
employees requesting access to the airport
for business is approaching the number
before the storm. Our shops have re-
opened, our parking garage is busy and
almost all of the airlines have returned. This
is good news. It means we are recovering
steadily.

Airports are ranked by the size of their
passenger load. Louis A rmstrong New
Orleans International Airport is what is
considered a medium-sized airport and by
mid-May will be served by 10 airlines to 37
cities with 118 daily flights. We are work-
ing continuously to get more.

Airports have oversight by a variety of
governing bodies. Armstrong International

Airport is governed by an aviation board.
Every month, the New Orleans Aviation
Board meets to conduct the business of
the Louis A rmstrong New Orleans
I n t e rnational A i rp o rt in the Nolan A .
Marshall, Sr. New Orleans Av i a t i o n
boardroom located in the airport. The
meetings are open to the public and public
comment is allowed. The meeting pro-
ceedings air at a later date on the Kenner
channel 76 television station. The variety
of board business conducted ranges from
approving repairs and capital improve-
ments to permission to advertise for bids
for services.

Because the airport is an asset of the
city of New Orleans, the New Orleans
Aviation Board was created in 1943 to
oversee the administration, operation and
maintenance of the new airport. The board
represents the city in all aviation matters
in consultation with state, national and
international government agencies and is
an attached board under the executive
branch of the New Orleans City govern-
ment.

The board was originally composed of
five members. This was increased to nine
members in 1972. At that time, it was
agreed that the city of Kenner and the
parish of St. Charles would each nominate
one member to the board. All members of
the board are appointed by the mayor of
New Orleans with the approval of the city
council. The terms are for five years and
t h ey serve without compensation. T h e
chairman and vice-chairman are elected
annually by the other board members.

The board members are Daniel F.
Packer, Jr. – chairman; Douglas M. Evans –
v i c e - c h a i rman; Ti Martin – the newe s t
member; Lea Polk-Montgomery; David A.
White, Sr.; Nelita Manego-Ramey, R.N.;
Henry A. Smith, Jr. – the St. Charles Parish
r e p r e s e n t a t ive and our longest serv i n g
member, and David Campbell – the Kenner
r e p r e s e n t a t ive. One va c a n cy remains
u n f illed. The director of aviation is
appointed by the Aviation Board and he is
responsible for the day-to-day operation of
the airport.

Under the director of aviation are a
number of deputy directors with assigned
responsibilities. There is a deputy director
over commercial management, another
over community and gove rn m e n t a l
affairs, a deputy director of finance and
administration, a deputy director of oper-
ations and maintenance and a deputy
director of planning and deve l o p m e n t .
Under the various deputies are department
managers and New Orleans Av i a t i o n
Board employees. The employees who
work for the Aviation Board number
a p p r ox i m a t e ly 120 with skills ranging
from clerical to maintenance to various
levels of aviation management.

As you can see, it takes a particular
structure to manage an airport. As a gov-

ernment entity that serves the public, the
airport has a responsibility to provide a safe
and efficient environment for air travel. For
more information about Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport, visit the

website at www.flymsy.com. H

Sean Hunter can be re a ched at
www.flymsy.com.

AirportH H

Managing Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
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By JAMES L. MELCHERS

There is one huge similarity between a
Limited Liability Company (L.L.C.) and a
marriage. Many of each end in divorce or
dissolution. While the statistics are unpleas-
ant, they are neve rtheless quite tru e .
Couples considering marriage frequently go
through some type of premarital counsel-
ing. This is a wise investment of time and
energy, and increases the probability of a
successful relationship. Likewise, those
contemplating going into business together
should consider many circumstances before
joining together in an L.L.C.

Setting up the basic format of an L.L.C.
is not difficult, but the basic documents do
not address the issues that are the heart and
soul of the L.L.C. The really important
issues are defined in the operating agree-
ment which is the key to successful rela-
tionships within the L.L.C.

Many decisions have to be made regard-
ing the operation of the business. The first

decision will be to decide what are the
rights and obligations of its members. Can
the members have competitive bu s i n e s s
interests or business activities in direct
competition with the L.L.C.? If a member
leaves the L.L.C. what are his rights or lim-
itations relative to solicitation, non-compe-
tition, business methods and bu s i n e s s
secrets of the L.L.C.?

The second decision will be to decide
who will be the managing member. What
authority will the managing member have?
What limitations will be placed on the man-
aging member? Can the managing member
conduct other business activities outside the
L.L.C.? Can there be business transactions
between the managing member and the
L.L.C.? How will the resignation or
removal of a managing member be han-
dled?

It’s very important for money decisions
to be made in advance. What books, records
and accounting will be maintained? Where
will they be kept? How will the profits,
losses and distributions from the L.L.C. be
allocated among its members?

Suppose you, Bobby, and Sally decide
to form an L.L.C. Since Louisiana is a com-
munity property state, will the spouses
agree to intervene and agree to be bound by

the terms of the operating agreement? If
they will not agree, do you really want to go
into business with Bobby and Sally ?
Suppose Bobby or Sally dies tragically, do
you want to be in business with their spouse
or their children if the spouse has prede-
ceased the member? Suppose Bobby or
Sally gets divorced, do you want their inter-
est in the L.L.C. to be part of a community
property settlement?

What happens if Sally decides to move
and wants out of the L.L.C.? How will her
interest be transferred? Can she sell it to
anyone she wants or do you and Bobby want
some control over who your next business
partner will be? Now that is an important
question, isn’t it?

Let’s suppose that Sally exits the L.L.C.
and you and Bobby have great success in
the business, but it’s time to retire and enjoy
the results of all your hard work. How will
the L.L.C. be dissolved? How will the

assets be liquidated? How will the proceeds
from the liquidation be paid to the mem-
bers?

These are all very significant questions
that should be answered, put into writing
(operating agreement) and signed by all
members of an L.L.C. Then when the
inevitable issues (good and bad) arise, you
have agreed to a method of settling the dif-
ferences. H

James L. Melchers is the senior attorney
at Melchers Law Firm, located at 909 West
Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and the firm’s
primary areas of practice are estate plan-
ning, wills, trusts, successions, real estate,
corporate law, and personal injury. Melchers
can be reached at 467-1092 or visit the web-
site at www.melcherslawfirm.com. Melchers
Law Firm is now open one Saturday morning
each month.
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Is an L.L.C. like a marriage?
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By RONALD HAMPTON

A new
r e s e a r c h
r e p o rt con-
ducted by
A m e r i c a n
Association of
R e t i r e d
P e r s o n s
(AARP) indi-
cates that
Americans are
w o e f u l l y

unaware of the costs associated with long
term care and who will pay for it.

While some 60 percent of those sur-
veyed claimed to be familiar with the long
term care services available to them, only
eight percent were able to accurately esti-
mate the costs of nursing home care. Most
underestimated the cost with some guessing
it to be as low as $500 to $1,000 a month. In
fact, a single room in a nursing home in the
United States costs over $6,000 a month on
average, with costs in this area about 20 per-
cent less or over $50,000 a year.

It was also found that 60 percent of
those surveyed incorrectly believed that
Medicare will cover nursing home care. In
fact, Medicare will cover only three months
in a skilled nursing facility. The expense of
an assisted living facility or home care is
borne totally by the individual, but more
than half of those surveyed believed that
Medicare paid for this as well.

AARP surveyed 1,456 Americans age
45 and older to assess their knowledge of
the costs and funding sources for nursing
homes, assisted living and in-home care. Of

those surveyed some 30 percent indicated
they had purchased long term care insur-
ance. However, the statistics belie this fig-
ure as only some 10 percent of Americans
over the age of 55 actually have a private
long term care insurance policy.

Interestingly, people who said they had
a personal experience with a loved one
needing long term care showed no more
knowledge about costs than those who had
no experience.

The bottom line – if you can afford and
qualify for a quality long term care policy
you should consider doing it and the soon-
er the better. The cost will only go up as you
age. If you do decide to purchase a long
term care policy, the next question to ask is,
“Which company do I choose?” Be sure to
do your homework and go on the Internet to
“Google” for long term care complaints.
There are several companies named that
have failed to act responsibly toward their
policy holders.

I have written several previous columns
about what steps you can take as an alter-
native to long term care insurance and
highly recommend the reading of those
articles in the Kenner Star archives which
can be found at www.kennerstar.com. H

Ronald Hampton is the principal of
Retirement Planning Associates located at
3500 North Causeway Boulev a rd in
Metairie. Hampton is a Certified Retirement
Financial Advisor™ and author of
“Retirement Land Mines and How to Avoid
Them”©. He can be reached at 1-800-569-
2902 or r o n a l d g h a m p t o n @ c ox . n e t .
Hampton’s firm is a participant in the Better
Business Bureau CARE program.

Retirement & InvestingH H

AARP cautions about long term care
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By GLENN DOTTOLO

Can you be too good? In today’s world of automat-
ed credit scores and computer decision making, the
answer is…yes.

You can have a good job, money in the bank, no debt,
but have no credit rating with the nationwide reporting
agencies. This may not be a problem now, but what if
you want to borrow a lot of money to start a business,
make a large investment or even buy a home? When try-
ing to borrow the money, you might find that the answer
from your lender is no. You have been too good.

Could this be true for you? Once a year you can get
a free look at your credit score. Go to www.annual-
creditreport.com and order your credit report at no
charge. If you have no credit score on file with the
nationwide agencies you will probably have a hard time
getting a loan for almost any purpose.

The good news is that with modern technology you
can quickly get into the credit system. The place to start
is your local bank where you could take out a short-
term, six to twelve month installment loan which will

probably have to be secured by savings. The next step is
the most important step. You must make your loan pay-
ments on time. The easiest way to accomplish that is by
depositing the borr owed money into your sav i n g s
account and setting up your loan repayments by auto-
matic debit through the bank. The money is there and
automation will work for you, ensuring your payments
will be on time – which establishes a credit history for
you.

It would also be a good idea to get a credit card,
once again secured by your own cash if necessary. Use
the card at least once a month and pay the balance in
full as soon as you receive the statement. Do this reli-
giously every month.

Finally, if you do own a home, you should establish
a home equity line of credit with a bank. The amount
available to you on a line of credit is based upon the
value of your home, and generally this transaction
requires no closing costs. Withdraw at least half of the
line of credit amount and repay it back promptly with
that same money.

By initiating the steps I have explained you should
be able to get established in the credit system and also
get a good credit rating at the same time. You will have
to be patient because one of the rating factors you can’t
actually initiate changes to is the length of time you
have had a credit history reported to the nationwide

Looking for credit?

The Frame Shoppe

Esplanade Mall
1401 W. Esplanade • Kenner • 464-4662

Custom Framing • Custom Mirrors • Museum Framing
Shadow Boxes • Wide Selection of Local Art

21 Years Experience • Delivery Available

50% OFF 25% OFF
CUSTOM
FRAMING
SERVICES

PRE-FRAMED
ART

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers
or prior purchases. Offer expires 5/31/07.

Includes custom design, mounting,
matting, glass and installation

with purchase of custom frame at
regular price. (up to 32”x40”)

BankingH H

credit reporting agencies. However, by beginning the program I
described you will be on the road to establishing a good credit
report and score which will give you access to the credit you may
need for future investments and major purchases. H

Glenn Dottolo, manager of Gulf Coast Bank & Trust’s Kenner
Branch Office on Williams Boulevard, offers twenty-five years of
full service banking to his customers. Dottolo can be contacted at
565-3655. Visit Gulf Coast Bank & Trust’s website at www.gulf-
bank.com.

SINCE 1978

450-1753

FREE ESTIMATES

AFTER HOURS CLEANING
Restaurants, hotels &

large commercial buildings

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941

Fax (504) 888-8120

By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN

In the world of automo-
tive emergencies, motorists
need to learn certain proce-
dures for “safety’s sake .”
Two of the most valuable
lessons, changing a tire and
hooking up jumper cables,
are best learned before an
emergency arises.

Jumper cables or cables
on a portable battery boost-

er should be connected properly to avoid sparks, which
can cause an explosion of the hydrogen gas emitting
from a battery. Beyond this, an incorrect hook up can
damage critical, and expensive, electronic components.

The procedure is simple:
Connect the positive (+) clamp to the positive ter-

minal of the healthy battery and the other positive clamp
to the corresponding terminal of the dead battery.

Next, connect the negative (-), or ground, terminal
on the good battery and, finally, the negative clamp to
the engine block, frame or other grounded metal as far
as possible from the battery. You want to avoid sparks in
the vicinity of the explosive hydrogen gas that emits
from the battery. Do not connect it to the ground termi-
nal (negative).

When using a portable battery booster, the process
is much the same.

Connect the positive clamp of the booster cable to
the positive clamp of the dead battery. Then connect the
negative cable to the engine block or other grounded

metal away from the battery.
If you are buying jumper cables or a portable battery

booster, buy the best quality you can afford. Look for
well-insulated clamps and 8-gauge wire. (Note: the
lower the wire gauge number, the heavier the gauge.)
Under the heavy electrical load of boost starting, light-
weight cables may not be able to deliver enough current
to start some engines. In fact, they have been known to
melt in the user’s hand.

If your battery is three-years old or older and you
haven’t had it checked, it’s a good preventive measure to
do so. Even though we are approaching the warmest
months of the year, be aware for the future that a bat-
tery’s power is reduced when the temperature drops in
colder months. T h a t ’s when the engine’s start i n g
demands are greatest. H

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire and
Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated full-
service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200
Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30
a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s
website is www.scottystireauto.com.

AutomotiveH H

Connecting jumper cables properly
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By KAREN WILLIAMS

Facing our own death or the death of
someone we love is a tremendous chal-
lenge. It calls for us to use all the strength
and resources we have. It starts us on a
journey through grief.

Sometimes this journ ey is called
“bereavement.” Bereavement refers to the
period of sorrow and adjustment which
begins as we deal with impending or actual
loss.

The bereavement period can last for
years after our loss of someone we love. It
eventually ends with acceptance. We still
miss our loved one a great deal but we have
less sorrow and more peace.

Those who are dying also grieve and
have the chance to come to a point of
acceptance. If we can feel peace about our
death, health problems may seem less chal-
lenging. If we can express to the ones we
love all we want to communicate, day-to-
day life becomes easier to bear.

Hospice caretakers are sensitive to the
bereavement needs of individuals who have
been diagnosed with terminal illness and to
the bereavement needs of their families. We
know that people grieve in different ways.
We understand that a broad range of feel-
ings and behaviors can express grief.

Immediately after the death of a loved
one, friends and relatives can be very sup-
p o rt ive. As time passes, support may
diminish. However, after the first weeks

and months of loss, support is needed most.
We may be struggling with different emo-
tions and concerns. We can feel more alone.

One of the most frustrating experiences
for those who grieve is the expectation of
others that our grief should end in a short
period of time, while bereavement usually
lasts for at least a year. Our sadness and
sorrow grow more intense at times when
we least expect it. Experiences trigger
memories. Special days, like birthdays or
holidays, can be difficult.

The grief experience has been com-
pared to a roller coaster ride, with many ups
and downs. It can require us to use much
physical and emotional energy. Thus, griev-
ing persons are reminded to maintain a

healthy diet and get plenty of sleep. We are
told to be patient with ourselves and to ask
for extra support from friends or relatives
when we need it.

Hospice support for the journ ey
through grief is provided for 13 months.
However, support can be continued for as
long as it is requested. Materials may be
sent, and family members will be contacted
by phone or in person. A memorial service
is held annually for those who have lost
loved ones in the previous year. The hos-
pice bereavement counselor will try to offer
the fa m i ly any assistance possibl e .
Referrals also can be made to professionals
who do individual and group grief counsel-
ing.

Bereavement care is an important serv-
ice offered by hospice programs. Some find
that communicating with people outside
their circle of family and friends is helpful
and brings new perspectives. Others find
comfort in the reminder that they are not
alone and not forgotten. H

Reverend Karen Williams, bereavement
coordinator and chaplain for Hospice Care
of Louisiana, has provided ministry in the
healthcare field for over 15 years. Williams
offers help through grief support groups,
bereavement care and memorial services.
For more information contact Hospice
Care of Louisiana at 834-1655.

Bereavement is a journey
HealthH H

By SUSAN M. FELDER D.D.S.

Last month
the city of
N ew Orleans
was fort u n a t e
to host two
major dental
conventions in
the Ernest N.
M o r i a l
C o n v e n t i o n
Center.

The fi r s t
c o nvention was the Intern a t i o n a l
Association of Dental Research (IADR).
Dental researchers from all over the world
presented papers, and unanimously they
stated that they loved New Orleans. Some
very interesting research studies seemed to

indicate that mothers who chewed gum
with the natural sugar xylatal helped pre-
vent tooth decay in their infants. Xylatal
inhibits strep mutans, which cause tooth
decay.

The second convention held here was
the annual meeting of the New Orleans
Dental Association and the Louisiana
Dental Association. Outstanding speakers
presented continuing education lectures for
dentists, hygienists and their office staff.

A resident of Beverly Hills, California,
Dr. William Dorfman, Fellow Member of
the American A c a d e my of Cosmetic
D e n t i s t ry (FA ACD) and of “Extreme

Makeover” television show fame, was one
of the most interesting presenters. The pre-
senters made an impressive and generous
gesture by donating their honorarium (fee)
to help local area dentists recover from
Hurricane Katrina, which was very much
appreciated. H

Susan M. Felder D.D.S. is a general
dentist who has practiced continuously in
north Kenner for over 30 years. Dr.
Felder’s office is located at 4134 Florida
Avenue, Suite 101 and she can be reached
at 469-6333.

Recent mega dental conferences in town

CommunityH H

The Department of Transportation and
Development (DOTD) recently announced
that LA Swift, the free bus service that
t r a n s p o rts displaced residents betwe e n
Baton Rouge and New Orleans, will be
extended through June 30, 2007.

The extension of service through the
end of the 2006-2007 fiscal year will be
funded with Federal Transit Administration
(FTA) funds and state emergency relief
funds.

A d d i t i o n a l ly, Gove rnor Kathleen
Babineaux Blanco has included $7.3 mil-
lion in her proposed budget for fiscal year
2007-2008 to continue service through
June 30, 2008. Future funding will also

include riders paying a $6 maximum one-
way fare.

In addition, LA Swift is making some
changes to the bus schedules beginning
April 1. Revised schedules will be available
March 24 at w w w. l a s w i f t . c o m . D OT D ’s
Customer Service Center is also available
to provide schedule information. Call 1-
8 7 7 - 4 L A - D OTD (1-877-452-3683) from
7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday and 9:00 to noon on Saturday.

LA Swift began on October 31, 2005.
Since then, its ridership has grown steadily
to average between 800 to 900 riders a day.
To date, the service has provided more than
307,000 riders since its inception. H

CENTURY
TITLE

“WE CLOSE REAL ESTATE 
TRANSACTIONS FOR YOU”

RANDY LOVITT
Notary Public

Real Estate Sales, Mortgages,
Donations, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

• Expert Closing Assistance — In Operation over 12 years
• In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys — You’ll need this

• We keep you Informed — We return your Calls
• Our Costs are Competitive — Our Work is Accurate

One Lakeway Center
3900 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 605  •  Metairie, Louisiana  70002

830-7979 FAX  831-2609

REAL  ESTAT E
T ITLE  TRANSFERS

LA Swift extended through June 30

American Cancer Society
INFORMATION & ANSWERS
24 hours a day – 7 days a week

1-800-ACS-2345 • www.cancer.org
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By YVETTE DUSSOUY

After a long day at work or rushing
kids around town, it may take all your
willpower to hop on the treadmill for 30
minutes then crash onto the couch. If this
routine resembles your workout pattern,
then pat yourself on the back for including
some fitness into your daily lifestyle.
Then, take a moment to examine if you
are truly getting all the benefits of a well-
rounded fitness program.

An eff e c t ive fitness routine should
include these three magic words: cardio,
strength and stretch. If any of these com-
ponents are missing, then you are short-
changing your body. Take a look at the
benefits of these three fitness must-haves:

C a rdio – C a r d i ovascular exe r c i s e
burns calories, plain and simple. Whether
you are looking to lose or maintain
weight, or just cultivate a healthy heart,
then cardio is your prescribed regimen.
The American College of Sports Medicine
(ACSM) recommends working out for 20-

60 minutes, three to five days per week, at
65 to 90 percent of your maximum heart
rate. Of course, cardio has benefi t s
b eyond the calorie bu rn. When yo u
increase your heart rate, your brain releas-
es endorphins into your bl o o d s t r e a m ,
which give you increased energy and an
improved mood.

Strength – Strength training stokes
the fires of your metabolic furnace. When
you add resistance training to your exer-
cise regimen, you increase your body’s
muscle mass, which consequently raises
your resting metabolic rate. A higher rest-
ing metabolism means that you’ll burn
more calories doing the same activities
that you’ve always done! Strength training
also builds your resistance to injury. An
ACSM study found that women who lift-
ed weights regularly for seven months
were five times less likely to suffer a
lower-body stress fracture than those who
were less attentive to strength training.

Stretch – Flexibility is vital to many
sports, such as gymnastics and sprinting.
But, if you haven’t done a cartwheel since
second grade, then you may think that
stretching isn’t necessary for you. After
all, it doesn’t burn as many calories as car-
diovascular exercise, nor does it tone mus-
cles like strength training. Unfortunately,

if you are neglecting the stretch portion of
your workout, you may be placing your
body at risk for injury. Import a n t ly,
stretching increases your range of motion
for everyday tasks. The more flexible you
are, the easier it will be to bend and rotate
your body to pick-up crumbs from the
floor or maneuver grocery bags into the
car.

As you set out to add cardio, strength
and stretch into your workout, remember
these tips:

If you can’t make it to an exercise
class, don’t throw in the towel on breaking
a sweat! Try a brisk walk around your
neighborhood.

If you don’t know where to start when
it comes to strength training, book a few
sessions with your gym’s trainer or join a
class at your local fitness center. Once
you learn the basics of safe and effective
movements, then you can maximize your
workouts on your own.

Don’t try intense stretches prior to
your workout. It’s better to utilize simple
warm-ups early in your workout, and then
engage in deeper stretches when your
muscles are warm.

Do what’s best for your body: Cardio,
strength and stretch. H

Yvette Dussouy, a certified instructor
for over 16 years, has owned and operat-
ed the Kenner Jazzercise Fitness Center
located at 3729 Williams Boulevard for
over 13 years. Dussouy has been awarded
Pacesetter Elite status by Jazzercise, Inc.
for the past eight years. Dussouy can be
reached at 443-6666 or jazspot@aol.com.
The Kenner Jazzercise Center has classes
e a rly morning, morning, afternoon,
evenings and weekends – some include
childcare. This class schedule includes
classes for the overweight through the
very fit. For the complete schedule visit
www.jazzercise.com.

Three keys to workout success
FitnessH H

WELLS
FARGO

HOME
MORTGAGE

There is a Reason Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage is one of the Nation’s

Leading Retail Mortgage Lenders
• Wide Selection of Conventional & Government Loans
• Full Range of Affordable Home Loan Programs
• New Construction & Renovation Programs
• Quick Loan Decisions
• Responsive Service and Professional Expertise

Mickey King
Renovation Specialist

504-830-3528

Susan Vrbaskovich
Reverse Mortgage

504-830-3527

Suzie Ortiz
Renovation Specialist

504-830-3531
Jane Hayes

Home Mortgage Consultant
504-830-3526

Craig Hefler
Home Mortgage Consultant

504-830-3533

3445 N. Causeway Blvd., Ste. 602  •  Metairie, LA 70002

The Rivertown Repertory Theatre will
hold auditions for their 2007/2008 musi-
cals, Thoroughly Modern Millie, Grease
and Hairspray, on Saturday, May 19, 2007,
at the theatre. Auditions for Arsenic And
Old Lace and A Flea In Her Ear will be
held at a later date.

Gary Rucker will direct, with Kelly
Fouchi choreographing all three musicals.

Dancers who audition must bring tap
shoes and will be seen at 10:00 a.m.

Vocal auditions will begin at 11:00 a.m.
Musical director Lori DeWitt is asking for

16 bars of a song only, with sheet music
being brought in the proper key. An accom-
panist will be provided. Singers may call
the theatre Tuesday through Friday from
10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. to schedule an
appointment.

For more information, contact the
director at www.myspace.com/ruckertown
or call the theatre at 468-7221.

The Rivertown Repertory Theatre is
located at 325 Minor Street in Kenner’s
Rivertown district. H

Join Us For An Event—
We Invite Your Membership.

THE KENNER PROFESSIONAL BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION’S (KPBA)

MEETING WILL BE HELD
TUESDAY, MAY 15, 2007
AT THE FOUR POINTS
BY SHERATON HOTEL

6401 Veterans Boulevard in Metairie

GUEST SPEAKER:
Clancy DuBos
Political Analyst

Editor, Gambit Weekly
Chairman, Gambit Communications, Inc.

Advance reservations required.
Call 962-3930 to make luncheon reservations
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. • Lunch at noon.

K E N N E R
Professional Business

Association

Founded in 1985

A Community Based
Networking Organization

For Men and Women

www.kpwa.net!
Info: 962-3930

RivertownH H

Auditions for musicals to be held at RRT

St. Philip Neri Parish
May Fair – SPN Celebrates “Cinco de Mayo”

Friday, May 4 – 6 p.m.- 10 p.m.
Saturday, May 5 – 11 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Food, games & live entertainment for all ages
BANDS

“Bag of Donuts” – Friday Nite
“Paragon” – Saturday Afternoon  •  “The Nobles” – Saturday Nite

Grand Prize Drawing $2000
6600 Kawanee Avenue, Metairie  •  887-5600



By LINDA R. MARTIN

If lack of space for your belongings is
an issue for you, off-site storage may be the
right solution. You don’t have to be a “pack
rat” to find yourself needing extra space.

You could be renovating a room and need
somewhere to house the contents. Perhaps
you need to move into smaller quarters
temporarily while you’re waiting to move
into a new home. Or you may need to cre-
ate a spacious look for your home while it
is on the market.

Renting storage space is a pretty simple
process, especially when you plan ahead.
Here are helpful tips for choosing a facility
and protecting your property:

Shop around to find the facility that

best meets your needs such as storage size,
price, accessibility and security.

When shopping for a storage facility,
you will need to know what size unit is
required to hold your possessions. Typically
you can choose a space from as small as
5’x5’, which is the size of a small closet
and holds between 10-15 boxes, to 10’ x
25’, which is about the size of a single-car
garage. The fa c i l i t y ’s representative can
help decide the best size for you.

You also want to make sure that your
items will be secure. Ask questions such as:
Is there a guard on duty? Video surveil-
lance? Alarms? Do you need to provide
your own lock? Is the area well lit?

In addition, don’t assume that the facil-
ity, or your homeowner’s or renter’s insur-
ance covers your belongings in case of theft
or damage. Most storage centers assume no
responsibility for your items, so talk with
your insurance provider.

You also want to have reasonable access
to your belongings. Find out the facility’s
hours of operation and the name of a con-
tact person.

Before signing any agreement, inspect
the facility and your storage unit for clean-
liness and signs of proper maintenance. Is
the area well protected from rain, flood or
humidity?

Make certain that you understand the
rental agreement and get a copy of the con-
tract. Are you renting on a month-to-month
or a six-month basis? Is there a deposit?
Does termination of the agreement need to

be in writing? How much advance notice
do you have to give?

Before moving your possessions to the
storage unit, take actions to protect them
from damage or theft. While packing, label
boxes on each side by numbers rather than
content. Make a master inventory list so
that you know what is in each box, as well
as furniture and other unpacked items.
D o n ’t use newspaper as packing paper
because it may smudge off on your items.

Prepare your unit by placing plastic on
the floor. If you will be moving in large fur-
niture, lay down blankets or sheets as well.
Then store your most valuable possession
first, toward the back. Store frequently used
items at the front. Make sure that you leave
a walkway so that you can access your
belongings. In addition, leave a small space
between the objects and the storage unit’s
walls.

No matter what the reason, using an
off-site storage unit is a good solution for
your short-term space challenge. Just make
sure that you understand the terms of your
agreement and that your belongings are
secure. H

Linda R. Martin can be reached at 443-
6464. Prudential Gardner Realtors is an
independently owned and operated member
of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc., a
Prudential Financial company. Visit the
Prudential website at www.prudentialgard-
ner.com.
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Need extra space? Try storage!
Real EstateH H

Edward Nikolaus, Jr.
Owner

Over 25 Years Experience • Works With Any Insurance Company • Lifetime Warranty
WORLD CLASS COLLISION AND DETAIL CENTER

2835 Virginia Street • Kenner • 467-7775

The Public Affairs Research Council
of Louisiana (PAR) has just released its
Guide to the 2007 Louisiana Legislature.
The updated guide is a useful, pocket-
sized booklet filled with key information
about Louisiana’s legislators, state elect-
ed officials and agencies.

“ PA R ’s user- f r i e n d ly guide to the
Legislature is a practical tool for all who
f o l l ow state gove rn m e n t ,” said PA R
President Jim Brandt.

The 2007 edition includes the biogra-
phical information and photographs of
Louisiana’s legislators, statewide elected
o fficials as well as their committee
assignments. The guide also features
information on legislators’ term limits.

The guide is printed on an annual
basis with updated information also pub-

lished on PAR’s website, www.la-par.org,
throughout the year. Underwriting sup-
port is provided by Entergy Louisiana and
Freeport-McMoRan.

PAR members will receive a free copy
of the Guide to the 2007 Louisiana
Legislature. Others may order copies for
$9 plus tax per each copy. Substantial
price breaks are also available for large
orders.

Orders can be placed by mailing a
completed order form to PAR at P.O. Box
14776, Baton Rouge, LA  70898-4776.
Forms can also be faxed to (225) 926-
8417, or requests can be sent by email to
connie@la-par.org. For additional infor-
mation, visit PAR’s website at www.la-
par.org. H

CommunityH H

PAR releases 2007 guide
to Louisiana Legislature
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Horticulture hints for May
By LYNNE DIMM

The old saying is that April showers
bring May flowers. But, since March we
h ave seen an abundance of beautiful
blooming flowers and they are continuing
to color and beautify our world. By the end
of May, though, many spring flowers will
begin to fizzle out and it will be time to pull
them up and replace them with summer
color.

For shady spots, plant impatiens, green
leaf and other type caladiums, blue daze,
coleus ferns, plumbago and hydrangea. For
sunny locations try vinca, portulaca, purse-
lane, melampodium, salvia, marigolds,
dark leaf begonias, lantana, copper plants,
ixora, hibiscus, mandevilla, bougainvilla
and certain types of caladiums.

Have you tried the Knock Out roses?
Knock Out roses become compact tidy
shrubs whose blooms are fire engine red in
cool weather and a cherry red in the sum-
mer months. The foliage is a dark purplish
green and turns to burgundy in the fall.
Knock Out is drought tolerant and matures
to a three foot by three foot winter-hardy
shrub. They bloom year round and are very
resistant to black spot and other nuisance
diseases. T h ey are landscape roses as
opposed to hybrid tea long stem roses and
thrive in warm, humid areas with little or
no maintenance and require no deadhead-
ing.

D warf oleanders, an all-summer
bloomer that loves heat, are used far too lit-
tle in this area. T h ey are ava i l a ble in
salmon, petite pink and petite white colors.
Use as shrubs where medium size is need-
ed as they grow to less than three feet tall
and wide.

If you have not tried Encore azaleas, a
creation of a plant breeder in
Independence, Louisiana, be sure to plant
some. They come in twenty-three different
color varieties and bloom spring, summer
and fall. Because we do not have very cold
weather in the winter, you should have
blooms showing year-round. Encore azal-
eas are the answer for people who love
azaleas blossoms because they represent
the south, but they don’t like their very
short blooming time.

Ixora is another summer tropical beau-
ty that we do not see too much of in our
area. They are available in yellow, orange,

pink and red and are about the size of a nice
azalea. They like all the sun they can get
and bloom all summer plus well into win-
ter. They look great planted with xanadu
plants which are green, glossy, deeply
lobed foliage on a small, compact densely
leafed clump.

Plant a lemon, lime or orange tree for
your pleasure to enjoy, as the flowers have
a fragrant odor that is heavy and sweet and
the fruit is a great bonus. These particular
fruit trees grow well in our climate. Look
for a Celeste fig tree, which bears a bronzy
tinged, violet fruit, with rosy, amber pulp
and cannot be surpassed for production and
ease of growth. The fruit ripens in June and
often again in August. The fruit is resilient
to spoilage and is ideal for eating fresh or
making preserves.

Try to f ind a dwarf pomegranate plant
this year. Their showy, dense dwarf shrub
displays attractive orange-red single flow-
ers followed by small, colorful fruit. They
can be grown in containers and look very
nice planted next to copper plants.

How are your vegetables growing? You
should be getting your first ripe tomato
soon. Try the new dwarf bush tomato plant,
grown in pots or hanging baskets, which
produce cherry tomatoes.

Get that herb garden going so that you
can cook with great flavor only fresh herbs
can add. Grow basil, thyme, mint, parsley,
green onions and more. Iced tea is refresh-
ing with home-grown mint leaves. Creole
tomatoes sprinkled with fresh basil are a
delight. Think of the wonderful possibili-
ties fresh herbs can bring to your cooking.

Get out in the sun and enjoy late spring
in New Orleans. Where else can you smell
the fragrance of magnolia, gardenia, jas-
mine, mandevilla, roses, petunias, crayfish,
strawberries, red beans and fried chicken
all melded together –stimulating our mem-
ories, reminding us of the wonderful life we
have lived in this place we call home. H

Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s
N u rs e r y, LLC, located at 27 West 27th
S t reet, is a reg i s t e red and licensed
Louisiana horticulturist and landscape con-
tractor, is a wholesale grower of bedding
plants and has over 30 years experience in
the industry. Lynne Dimm can be reached
via email at lynnedimm@yahoo.com or by
calling 468-5467.

GardeningH H K-TV76
Kenner’s Government Access Television

AND MUCH MORE!

Also watch for these timely programs in May!!

“Hablemos Claro”
Miguel Elias gets information on the

Welcome Home Center and Medicare Part D,
and Julie Villafane continues her 

re-occurring segment on housing related issues.

“Town Talk”
Guests on this months episode discuss the

Jefferson Dollars for Scholars program.

“Kenner Revealed”
Janet Gross finds out about the new additions and
improvements to Veteran’s Century of Sentries Park.

“Louisiana Business Spotlight”
Jeff Crouere discusses the local and regional

business outlook with business leaders,
government officials and entrepreneurs,

and reviews the latest business news 
affecting the area.

For the most current program schedule, go to www.ktv76.com.
Our website also includes information on how you
can obtain copies of any K-TV produced program.

We appreciate and encourage all
comments and feedback about K-TV programs.

Call us at 466-3564 or email us at ktv76@kenner.la.us.

Your opinion counts, Kenner…It’s your channel

Featured Show of the Month
“Beyond the Badge”

Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway hosts
this new show that explores issues and

promotes programs of the KPD.

IS YOUR
TARGET MARKET

KENNER CITIZENS?

THE KENNER STHR
REACHES 20,600 HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER

CALL 468-9125 FOR AD RATES
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be deadly.
Check operation of attic fans and roof-mounted tur-

bine vents. Attic fans run on little energy and can great-
ly reduce summer cooling costs.

Burglarproof your house. Inspect the operation of
automatic-light timers and motion-detector systems,
especially if you're planning a vacation. Break-ins can
be thwarted with security measures that prolong the bur-
glar's time and effort.

Repair cracks in concrete patios and driveways. For
most cracks less than ?”, apply concrete caulk; just
clean the crack out with a high-pressure hose nozzle, let
it dry and then apply the caulk into the crack. For larger
cracks, substitute concrete patch for caulk.

Clean your gas grill and replace the grease collec-
tion can. A clean grill assembly will reduce the poten-
tial for flare ups that ruin barbeque, and improve overall
safety.

Check the operation of the garage door opener and
the auto-reverse safety device to ensure the door will
reverse in the case of an emergency.

Clean the air conditioning unit by hosing it off. A
clean condensing unit can reduce your energy con-

sumption by up to 15 percent during the summer
months. Run a hose down the outside of the unit to clean
off the coils until the dirt stops making the water dirty.

Trim away any shrubs or trees growing too close to
the air conditioning that can reduce the performance
and cause debris to get into the unit.

Clean gutters and downspouts. If gutters become
clogged they will hold water which could back-up and
cause damage to the roof or walls. Carefully remove
debris and dirt using a spoon or garden shovel. Use a
garden hose to clean the downspouts. Simply place the
garden hose at the opening and let water run through the
downspout. H

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engi-
neer and licensed home inspector (LSBHI #10273) and
the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a local-
ly owned consulting engineering firm specializing in
residential and commercial building inspection servic-
es. Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box
113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdor-
mady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website
is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Summer maintenance tips
HomeH H

By DAN DORMADY

As summertime approaches, another year has gone by and it is
time to give your home a check up. By performing periodic main-
tenance you will help ensure that your most valuable asset will
maintain its value. A few simple maintenance tips are provided for
you to consider implementing this year and every summer.

Clean and seal decks. Ideally, you’ll need three consecutive
warm, sunny days. On day one, dry out the deck. Apply deck
cleaner and scrub the deck on the second day and let it dry for 24
hours. On the third day, apply deck sealer.

Wash the exterior of your house, using ordinary garden hose
pressure and a mild detergent. Beware of the pressure washers;
they are powerful enough to force water under the siding where it
may encourage mildew and rot. Power washing is a job for a pro.

Caulk exterior joints around windows and doors. Caulking
helps keep your house weather-tight and lowers heating and cool-
ing bills. It can also help keep insects and other “critters” out of
your house. When you caulk before painting, it eliminates edges
where the paint may start to peel.

Clean lint from the entire clothes dryer vent system, from the
dryer to the exterior vent cap. Because lint is incredibly flamma-
ble it poses a fire risk. If a gas clothes dryer is not properly vent-
ed, it can force carbon monoxide back into the home and that can

CommunityH H

The convenience of automatic teller machines gives
criminals easy access to quick cash when users are not
paying attention. The following safety tips keep citizens
safe when making withdrawals and deposits. Business
owners should also rev i ew this information with
employees making deposits on their behalf.

Take someone with you when you use an ATM. If this
is not possible, only use an ATM when other people are
around.

Try to avoid using an ATM after dark. If you must,
stay alert, make sure your surroundings are well-lit and
there is no tall shrubbery nearby.

Have your access card and documents ready and
filled out before you arrive. Leave promptly and never
count your cash at a machine.

Make sure no one can see you enter your personal

identification number (PIN) into the ATM machine.
Look around every few seconds and remain aware of

your surroundings.
When making daily business transactions, make

sure you change your route every so often to deter any-
one watching or following you.

If something looks suspicious near the ATM, don’t
stop. Always trust your instincts.

When using a drive-thru ATM, keep your doors
locked and only open the window when making a trans-
action.

“Criminals are always looking for an easy target at
an ATM,” said Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway.
“Stay aware and don’t give these thieves a chance to
take advantage of you.” H

ATM safety tips

The Department of Transportation and Development
(DOTD) reminds citizens they can get the latest updates
on real-time traffic and road conditions by using the 511
Traveler Information System.

The new voice-activated 511 Traveler Information
Service is available to most wireless and landline tele-
phone users. The service allows callers to access up-to-
date information about weather-related road conditions,
construction activities and other critical incidents sim-
ply by dialing 511 from their telephone and saying the
route or region about which they are seeking informa-
tion.

Travelers can also access information by visiting the
511 Traveler Information website at www.511la.org.
Here, travelers can check out driving conditions by
choosing a particular region of the state. By knowing

road conditions before leaving home, motorists can
make critical decisions about their trips.

DOTD keeps the system’s construction and weather-
related information updated, and Louisiana Po l i c e
updates information about incidents or road closures
that significantly affect traffic.

Motorists can also obtain road information regard-
ing road closures by contacting DOTD’s Customer
Service Center at 1-877-4LA-DOTD (1-877-452-3683).
The center is open from 7:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. on
Monday through Friday and from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00
p.m. on Saturday.

DOTD urges motorists to use extra caution when
traveling on roadways during hazardous weather condi-
tions. H

511 Traveler Information System
gives real-time traffic info
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By ED CLANCY

P r o c r a s t i -
nation. The dic-
t i o n a ry defi n i-
tion is: an
a f f l i c t i o n
k n own as Ed
C l a n c y ’ s
Disease. T h i s
column is not
about procrasti-
nation, but the

word does explain why I am so late in dis-
cussing this year’s winners in the “LSSU
Banished Words Contest.” (I would never ban
the word “procrastination.” I think it’s one of
our better words, and in a future column I
fully intend to discuss it as it relates to yours
truly. I guess I should also discuss the word
“digression,” but I actually did that column
several years ago). The “Banished Words” are
announced in January of each year by the staff
of Lake Superior State University (LSSU) in
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. It is with great
pride that I present to you the 2007 list of
words from the Queen’s English which have
been banished because they have been
abused, misused or overused.

Gitmo – The U.S. military’s shorthand for
a base in Cuba drives a wedge wider than a
split infi n i t ive. “When did the notorious
Guantanamo Bay Naval Base change to
‘Gitmo,’ a word that conjures up an image of
a fluffy and sweet character from a Japanese
anime show?” – Marcus W., St. Louis,
Missouri.

Combined celebrity names – Celebrity
duos of yore – BogCall (Bogart and Bacall),
Lardy (Laurel and Hardy) and CheeChong
(Cheech and Chong) – just got lucky. “It’s bad
enough that celebrities have to be the top
news stories. Now we’ve given them obnox-
ious names such as ‘Brangelina,’ ‘TomKat’
and ‘Bennifer.’” – M. Foster, Port Huron,
Michigan.

Awesome – Given a one-year moratorium
in 1984, when the Unicorn Hunters banished
it, it means “fear mingled with admiration or
reverence; a feeling produced by something
majestic.” Many write to tell us there’s no
hope and it’s time for “the full banishment.”

Gone/Went Missing – “It makes ‘miss-
ing’ sound like a place you can visit, such as
the Poconos. Is the person missing, or not?
She went there but maybe she came back. ‘Is
missing’ or ‘was missing’ would serve us bet-
ter.” – Robin Dennis, Flower Mound, Texas.

Now playing in theatres – Heard in
m ovie adve rt i s e m e n t s … “ H ow often do
movies premiere in laundromats? I know that
when I want to see a movie I think about
going to a shoe store.” – Andrea May,
Shreveport, Louisiana.

We’re pregnant – Grounded for nine
months. “Were men feeling left out of the
whole morning sickness/huge belly / l a b o r
experience? You may both be expecting, but
only one of you is pregnant.” – Sharla Hulsey,

Sac City, Iowa.
Undocumented alien – “If they haven’t

followed the law to get here, they are by defi-
nition ‘illegal.’ It’s like saying a drug dealer is
an ‘undocumented pharm a c i s t .’” – John
Varga, Westfield, New Jersey.

Truthiness – “This word, popularized by
‘The Colbert Report ’ and exalted by the
American Dialectic Society’s Word of the
Year in 2005 has been used up. What used to
ring true is getting all the truth wrung out of
it.” – Joe Grimm, Detroit, Michigan.

Chipotle – Smoked dry over medium
heat. “Prior to 2005 it was a roasted jalapeno.
Now we have a ‘chipotle’ burrito with ‘chipo-
tle’ marinated meat, ‘chipotle’ peppers, sprin-
kled with a ‘chipotle’ seasoning and smoth-
ered in a ‘chipotle’ sauce. Time to give this
word a rest.” – Rob Zeiger, Bristol,
Pennsylvania.

Search – Quasi-anachronism. Placed on
one-year moratorium. “Might as well banish
it. The word has been replaced by ‘Google.’”
– Michael Raczko, Swanton, Ohio.

(Me again.) In case you missed it, last
year’s list included such goodies as Up or
Down vote, FEMA, Blue states/Red states,
Breaking News, and the ever popular Git-er-
Done.

There’s no time like the present to get
your nominations in for the 2008 list. I’ve
p i c ked out mine already: D i a s p o ra and
C o n t ra r i a n . And I think I’ll resubmit
Efforting, although I am assuming it didn’t
m a ke the list because it isn’t a wo rd ! !
(Calming down now).

So, that’s all the news from Lake Superior
State University, where all the women are
strong, the men are good looking and the chil-
dren are above average. (Or is that Lake
Wobegon?) H

Ed Clancy can be reached via email at
Edclancy2@aol.com.

LSSU strikes again
PeopleH H

CHILDREN’S CASTLE • CANNES BRULEE NATIVE AMERICAN VILLAGE
MARDI GRAS MUSEUM • SCIENCE CENTER

OBSERVATORY • HERITAGE PARK • SAINTS HALL OF FAME
PLANETARIUM AND MEGADOME CINEMA • THE TRAIN MUSEUM

MAY 5, 2007 – ROSE BEHAN/EASTERN CHEROKEE
Using the Bow and Arrow

Come try your hand at shooting the osage – 
orange bow and alligator scale point arrow.

MAY 12, 2007 – ROSE BEHAN/EASTERN CHEROKEE
Friendship Necklace

The kids can make and take a friendship necklace and 
visit the museum to learn a little about the Native Americans of Louisiana.

MAY 19, 2007 – MORNING DOVE VERRET/UNITED HOUMA NATION
Dream Catchers

The dream catcher is a gift from Grandmother Spider, Dove will tell the story of
this gift and show you how to make one. She will have some on hand to sell.

MAY 26. 2007 – ROSE BEHAN/EASTERN CHEROKEE
Tools

Deer antlers as tools? Come see how it is done!

Schedule subject to change without notice.
www.rivertownkenner.com

Children’s Castle
501 Williams Blvd.  • 468-7231 #220

All performances are on Saturdays at 11:30 and 1:00 p.m.

MAY 5 – GUINOLEROS UAS
“En Pocas Palabras”

Celebrate Cinco de Mayo with a group from Culiacan, Mexico,
in a lively & colorful puppet show performance

featuring traditional stories & dances from Mexico.

MAY 12 – PORTA PUPPET PLAYERS
Performing “My Visit with the Bears” (Goldilocks & the 3 Bears)
Bring your favorite teddy bear or other favorite stuffed animal!!

Plus a Treat to Honor Mothers – All Moms admitted free.

MAY 19 – STORYTELLER ROSCOE REDDIX, JR.
“Telling Tales”

MAY 26 – IRWIN ROYES
The World's Smallest Magician
“Lots of Magic at the Castle”

Cannes Brulee Native American Village
303 Williams Blvd. • 468-7231 #220

9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday-Saturday

•

MUSEUM HOURS: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday - Saturday

Support Save
Our Lake

Since 1989 LPBF has worked to restore and
preserve the Pontchartrain Basin. 

The impact of Hurricane Katrina on our
region’s wetlands and natural habitats is

significant. Now more than ever,
we need your help to protect our natural
resources. LPBF offers you many ways

to support the foundation.

Donations, annual memberships, gift
memberships, corporate donations, 

Save Our Lake merchandise, and event
sponsorships have helped LPBF  accomplish

many successful projects over the years, 
but we have more work to do.

Please consider making a donation or becom-
ing a member today by

visiting our website at www.saveourlake.org/.
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Bereaved families, relatives and friends
who have experienced the death of a child
are invited to attend the ninth annual but-
terfly release and picnic hosted by The
Compassionate Friends (TCF) organization
on Sunday, May 20, 2007.

The picnic begins at 11:30 a.m. at
TCF’s Children’s Memorial Garden located
in Lafreniere Park on Downs Boulevard in
Metairie. The picnic will offer face paint-
ing, feeding the ducks and games. Families
are asked to bring their own food, tables,
chairs and blankets.

The butterfly release will be held at
1:00 p.m. after a short program of readings,
poems and music. There will be 300 paint-
ed lady butterflies to give to those in atten-
dance. The butterflies will be inside pyra-
mid shaped boxes tied with gold ribbon
which will be opened to allow the butter-
flies to take flight. Soft drinks and desserts
will be served after the release.

Because the butterfly has symbolized
renewed life, TCF has adopted it as one of
its symbols as a sign of hope that deceased
children are now living in another dimen-
sion with greater beauty and freedom.

The Compassionate Friends is a non-
profit, self-help organization offering sup-
port, understanding and hope to bereaved

families. Their mission is to assist families
toward the positive resolution of grief fol-
lowing the death of a child of any age and
to provide information to help others be
supportive.

The Lakeview-New Orleans chapter of
TCF meets on the second Monday each
month at 7:00 p.m. at East Jeff e r s o n
General Hospital located at 4220 Houma
Boulevard in Metairie. For information on
local meetings, call Judy Bonura at 887-
4599. For information on engraved bricks
in the TCF Memorial Garden, call Arthur
Buuck at 834-3465 or visit the website at
www.tcfneworleans.org. The national office
can be called toll-free at 1-877-969-0010
and its website is w w w. c o m p a s s i o n a t e-
friends.org. H

CommunityH H

The Compassionate Friends host event in
remembrance of children who have died
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By SHARON SOLOMON

Most of the Kenner Convention and
Visitors Bureau eff o rts are focused on
bringing meetings, conventions, trade
s h ows and sporting events to Ke n n e r.
Sporting events, in particular, such as the
A AU Girl’s Basketball National
Championships, create a huge economic
impact on our city and we actively target
that segment of the market.

You may wonder why sporting events

m a ke such an impact. S p o r t s Tra v e l
Magazine prepared a high-level briefing on
the size and scope of the sports-related
travel market. This is what they discovered.

Fifty percent plan meetings and con-
ventions in addition to sports events.

Twenty-five percent plan trade shows,
84 percent plan national events and 67 per-
cent use full-service hotels.

Sixty-four percent will be increasing the
number of events they plan in the coming
year. The number of people traveling per
trip will increase as well.

Sports organizations hold training sem-
inars, coaches’ meetings and annual con-
ventions (many with trade shows) in addi-
tion to competitive events.

Another key strength of the sports-relat-

ed travel segment is that much of the busi-
ness occurs during slower seasons or can
be steered into open dates. It is also a very
resilient market that performs well regard-
less of economic conditions.

The Travel Industry Association (TIA),
a non-profit, national association that rep-
resents and speaks for the common inter-
ests and concerns of all components of the
US travel industry has found the following
to be true about the sports-related travel
market.

The bro a d ly defined sports-re l a t e d
travel market is projected to generate $182
billion in spending is 2007.

Twenty-seven percent of all roundtrips
of 100 miles or more taken last year were
sports-related and generated $177 billion
in travel spending.

Sports-related travel is a phenomenon
that occurs year-round.

Sports-related travelers are more likely
to travel in couples and in groups of three
or more than travelers in general.

S p o r t s - related tra v e l e rs tend to stay
more nights than travelers in general.

All of this equates to a major economic
impact to the community in which the
s p o rts-related travel segment visits.
Kenner, due to its sports facilities and close

proximity to the city of New Orleans, is the
perfect site for many sports-related travel-
ers and it is our goal to increase the number
of these events that choose our city as a
host.

Do you know of or have an event you
think we can be of service to? Call 464-
9494 and we’ll get to work! H

Sharon Solomon is the marketing director
for the Kenner Convention and Vi s i t o rs
B u reau, located at 2100 T h i rd Street in
Rivertown. Sharon Solomon can be reached at
464-9494, via email at kennercvb@aol.com
or at www.kennercvb.com.

Sports events are major economic events in our city
TourismH H

In March, the Kenner Blood Donor
Center opened its doors on the first floor of
the Medical Office Building, Suite 101 at
200 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner.
Donors can walk in on Wednesday and
Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. and
every other Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m.

“We are very excited to expand both
our blood service and blood donor pro-
grams to help provide great health care
services to our patients and blood donors in

the communities in Kenner, Jefferson, St.
Charles and St. John Parishes. This growth
o p p o rtunity for Ochsner Blood Bank
allows for more convenient access for our
dedicated blood donors closer to their
homes and work. We hope this convenient
location will also encourage more frequent
blood donations from these communities in
support of their local community hospital
in Kenner,” states Dr. Bobby Rodwig, med-
ical director of Ochsner Health System
Blood Bank. H

Hours: Tues & Sat. 10-6 • Wed. - Fri. 10-7
4041 Williams Boulevard • Suite 6A

Winn-Dixie Shopping Center • 467-2558

NEW
SPRING AND SUMMER

FASHIONS

Children’s
Castle

501 Williams Blvd.
Performances on Saturdays

11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.

CommunityH H

Ochsner Health System Blood Bank opens
new blood collection center at OMK-Kenner

Pictured left to right are Susan Guidry, donor recruiter; Mark Eckert, CFO of OMC-
Kenner; Dr. Bobby Rodwig, OHS Blood Bank Medical Director; Jack Khashou, OMC-
Kenner Vice President of Operations; Dr. Alfred Hew, OMC-Kenner Pathology
Laboratory; Ava Collins, OHS Blood Bank Administrative Director and Ken Detiveaux,
OHS Blood Bank Manager of Donor Services.

(corner of Williams & Joe Yenni)

L i v eW e e k e n dB a n d s
ALL BANDS 10pm-2am NO COVER

466-4069

ON THE GRILL!
10 oz. BURGERS
Full Menu 11 a.m. - till

STEAK NIGHT
EVERY WEDNESDAY•

May 4 Busta Browns
May 5 D. J. Dimension
May 11 Gas House Gorillaz
May 12 D. J. Dimension

May 18 Mess U Made
May 19 Local Option 2
May 25 D.J. Dimension

MONDAY NIGHT - KARAOKE

HAPPY HOUR
EVERYDAY

11a.m. - 7 p.m.
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symbol of Jefferson Parish’s readiness to
face and withstand the worst storm that
nature could throw at South Louisiana.

Congemi, who was known during his
tenure on the Kenner Council and in the
m ayo r ’s office, for his fascination with
infrastructure told his friend of 20 years,
Parish President (and former Ke n n e r
mayor) Aaron Broussard, “Let’s rebuild the
Yenni Building as a hurricane-resistant cen-
ter where the East Bank councilpersons and
their staffs can gather, a safe place where
we can locate and protect our key East
Bank parish employees and a place where
the elevators, the radio system and the air
conditioning system can withstand 175-
mile-an-hour winds. Let’s rebuild the Yenni
Building with the idea that parish govern-
ment is going to keep functioning even if
we get a big storm.”

Congemi conferred with his colleagues
and the parish administration on the idea,
ultimately forging a consensus that was
able to move the project forward.

“Having experienced first hand during
Katrina the structural limitations of our
parish buildings, Parish President
Broussard recognized that by taking this
step we could ensure that our government
would have a much better chance of weath-
ering these types of disasters both today
and tomorr ow. Aaron wh o l e - h e a rt e d ly
committed that he would do whatever it
took to ensure that the East Bank had its
own command epicenter.”

Congemi also acknowledges the role of
Councilman Elton Lagasse, whose district
encompasses the Yenni Building.

“ We never would have gotten this
accomplished so quickly except for the sup-
port of Elton Lagasse, who worked very
diligently to make sure that the fortifica-
tions became a reality.”

Francis, aided by Jefferson Pa r i s h
Executive Assistant D.J. Mumphrey and
J e fferson Parish Chief A d m i n i s t r a t ive
Assistant Deano Bonano and dozens of
other Jefferson Parish employees, soon
went to work on the rebuilding of the Yenni
Building which ultimately took almost 18
months and more than $8 million.

“We decided to adopt the same hurri-
cane-resistant standards as Dade County,
Fla.,” said Francis. “Where we used to have
two screws, we set in six screws. On the
rooftop and penthouse of the Ye n n i
Building, we used three-quarter inch ply-
wood, waterproof, self-sealing and tested to
take 200 mile per hour winds. The cooling
tower is now all-steel. Our mind-set from
the beginning was that we had to be ready
for another Katrina in 2007. The Yenni
Building will be our emergency operating
center on the East Bank.”

Included is a seventh floor radio studio
that will be occupied by WWL radio during
a storm, plus hardened facilities for the
parish’s radio network, now constructed to
handle winds between 150 and 175-miles-
p e r-hour and keep on operating. T h e
parish’s computer and TV monitors will
also be located in a hardened facility on the
seventh floor. “We’ve replaced every win-

YENNI BUILDING
(continued from page 1)

dow in the building,” says Francis. “The
new windows are like car windows – they
might shatter but they won’t break.”

Work is now going forward on a 14-
foot platform that will house all the Yenni
B u i l d i n g ’s electrical systems, two giant
generators and back-up power sources that
will keep functioning even if the building
floods up to the second floor. A water sup-
ply system is designed to protect potable
water for those in the building no matter
how fierce the storm becomes.

“We certainly have no illusions that we
can out-think or out-perform Mother
N a t u r e ,” says Mumphrey. “We ’re ve ry
respectful of the power that nature can
throw against man-made obstacles. But we
think that for Jefferson Parish to have the
best chance to come through a huge storm
like Katrina in the best possible shape, it is
important that parish government continue
to function, even in the uproar of a storm.
That’s what we’re trying to do.”

Congemi says he hopes that the work
the parish has done to get the Ye n n i
Building ready for the storms of 2007 and
beyond will also inspire every Jefferson
Parish homeowner and commercial proper-
ty owner to give careful thought to how
they can improve the structures they own to
better withstand the storms that the future
is certain to bring.

“We had a plan in 2005 and thought we
were ready for a big storm and discovered
that we are capable of doing a lot better,”
said Councilman Congemi. “In the wake of
Katrina, the parish has gone back to the
drawing board and critically re-evaluated
all of our hurricane resistance plans. We’ve
spent tens of millions of dollars on our
buildings, our safe houses for pump opera-
tors, our canals and our roadways, all with
one thought in mind – be better prepared
for the hurricane seasons of 2007 and
beyond than we were in 2005. Those are the
lessons of Katrina. But they also apply to
every homeowner and everyone who owns
a commercial building. What have you
done to be more ready for future hurricanes
than you were in 2005? I think we’ve all
taken Katrina’s lessons to heart. She was a
hard teacher, but the lessons she taught
should be with us for many decades to
come.” H

operations center. Also on hand in the audi-
torium will be representatives of the
Kenner Fire Department and the
Emergency Medical Services.

“While that is great news, equally
important is that for the first time we will
all be on a radio system that will be enable
us to talk to one another’s personnel direct-
ly in the field, in addition to being able for
the mayor, the police chief and the fire
chief to stand together in the same room to
communicate,” said Chief Caraway.

In 2005, all radio systems in Jefferson
Parish went down. Chief Caraway says the
KPD and Kenner administration are now
part of a parish and region-wide hardened
radio system that has been tested to be able

SHARE FACILITIES
(continued from page 1)

to withstand 175-mile-an-hour winds.
Chief Caraway said under the new system,
Jefferson and Kenner officials will be able
to contact New Orleans officials and, with-
in the parish, the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s
O ffice, Emerg e n cy Medical Serv i c e s ,
parish gove rnment, Kenner gove rn m e n t
and fire departments in the parish and the
city will all be able to communicate with
one another.

“We call it `the lessons of Katrina,’”
said Kenner Assistant Chief Administrative
Officer Mike Quigley. “Among the lessons
we all learned during Katrina is that we
have to be able to talk to one another from
remote locations. Of course, it will be a
great asset to have the mayor, the chief and
their staffs all in the emergency operations
center plus radio access to our respective
folks who will be out in the middle of the
storm. We are clearly much better prepared
for the 2007 hurricane season than at any
time in the past.”

Chief Caraway said Jefferson Parish
and the city of Kenner shared the costs of
hardening the radio system. Chief Caraway
said in 2005, the backup generator at the
police administration building was only
able to provide power to two floors. The
backup generator has now been upgraded
so that it will be able to power the entire
police administration building, Chief
Caraway said.

In addition, said Quigley, the city of
Kenner has upgraded its fuel depot at a cost
of about $140,000 to withstand Katrina-
force winds. In 2005, the fuel depot’s cover
was ripped off by hurricane winds.

Quigley also said the city is planning to
replace all the wooden light poles at Kenner
Recreation Department facilities with
fiberglass poles that are more likely to
withstand hurricane force winds and are
less likely to be toppled onto buildings or
vehicles parked on the streets of the city.

“Everyone in our department, the fire
department and city government who I talk
to came away from Katrina with lessons
learned,” said Chief Caraway. “The same is
true of EMS. The improvements we’ve
made are certainly no reason for compla-
cency or the false expectation that 175-
mile-an-hour winds won’t cause extensive
damage. On the other hand, we have cer-
t a i n ly va s t ly improved our capacity for
absorbing the impact of a huge storm as
well as our capacity for communicating
with each other as we try to cope with the
storm. Our prayer is that we don’t have
another Katrina, of course. But, if we have
to deal with another Katrina, the lessons we
learned from 2005 will stand us in good
stead.” H



KENNER STHR MAY 2007  33

Latin American NewsH H

By RAFAEL E. SADDY

The Hispanic Apostolate prov i d e s
many bilingual social services to Hispanics
and other immigrants in the New Orleans
area including assistance with employment,
English proficiency, and access to health
care. For more information call 464-6187.
Below is a list of services offered by this
organization.

Pastoral services: The pastoral office
p r ovides assistance to parishes in the
Archdiocese of New Orleans that have a
Hispanic ministry. This program coordi-
nates seminars, retreats, counseling ses-
sions and leadership formation.

Job services: The job service office
assists individuals seeking employ m e n t .
Clients receive job development assistance
in writing a resume, filling out a work
application and preparing for an interview.
Clients with legal immigration status qual-
ify for this service and free income tax
preparation.

E m e rgency assistance: The emer-
gency assistance social office assists indi-
viduals and families in crisis or in emer-
gency situations.

I m m i g ration serv i c e s : I m m i gr a t i o n
counselors accredited by the board of

i m m i gration provide services to low
income clients. These services include con-
sultations, assistance in filling out forms
for citizenship, help in getting visa exten-
sions, green card renewals, work authoriza-
tions and applications for family visas.
They also translate legal documents and
offer representation to indigent clients who
need assistance with filing immigration
applications for VAWA (battered spouses of
US citizens or permanent residents), asy-
lum (defensive) or T and U (legal issues)
visas.

Latino Health Access Netwo rk :
LHAN’s mission is to improve access to
primary medical care to the uninsured and
underinsured Hispanics.

Counseling: Counseling is provided to
individuals, couples, families and groups.
One-on-one counseling this program offers
community workshops about post-traumat-
ic issues related to Hurricane Katrina. An
a f t e r-school tutoring program has been
established at the Hispanic Business and
Resource Center to support children and
their families.

Workers’ rights initiative: In coopera-
tion with other service providers, a “work-
er’s rights” initiative is being developed. A
community outreach program rega r d i n g
wage, labor and immigration issues follow-
ing the increase of new immigrants helping
in the rebuilding of our city following
Hurricane Katrina is being established.

Educational program: English as a
Second Language (ESL) and citizenship

classes to adult learners are being offered.
Classes are held in collaboration with dif-
ferent organizations at different locations.

The Hispanic Forum Organization was
formed at the end of 2006 when several
group leaders serving the Hispanic commu-
nity saw a need for increased communica-
tion among the organizations. The forum
has since evolved into a loose network of
groups and individuals sharing informa-
tion, discussing issues in the community
and working towards increased collabora-
tion among organizations to avoid duplica-
tion and to fill in the gaps of providing
information. The forum is still relatively
new, but it is gaining energy and cohesive-
ness as the organizations dialogue with
each other. For more information, please
leave a message, in English or Spanish, on
the Hispanic Forum phone line at 310-
6880.

Upcoming May Events
May 4 - ANDELA general meeting. For
information call 466-1582 or 466-1483.
May 5 - LACAL in collaboration with the
American Cancer Society presents “Viva la
Vida” Relay for Life event. For information
call 464-4619.
May 17 - Unidad Hispanoamericana gener-
al meeting. For information call 975-0949.

May 15-17 - Catholic Social Services and
S TA RT Corporation presents disability
benefits training for case managers, social
workers and other health professionals on
Tuesday, May 15 and 16. Also a public
f o rum for consumers will be held on
Thursday, May 17. For information call
985-876-7751.

The following programs are offered by
the city of Kenner Hispanic Resource
Center at 4312 Florida in Kenner. For
information call 469-2571.
Spanish classes - Monday and Wednesday
from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.
Saturday, May 5 - Pro bono legal clinic for
the Spanish speaking community.
Saturday, May 19 - Social Security - NO
Aids task force mobile unit private screen-
ing.

I leave you with this thought: “It is
amazing what you can accomplish if you do
not care who gets the credit!” God Bless. H

Rafael E. Saddy is president of the
Latin American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy at
lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence
for LACAL can be sent to P.O. Box 640284,
Kenner, LA  70064-0284.

Hispanic Apostolate provides assistance programs and information

The Louisiana Department of the
Treasury has launched an online “Follow
Your Money” budget tracker on its website
to help citizens see exactly how much of
their tax dollars are being spent by state
government each second, according to State
Treasurer John Kennedy.

“We wanted to make this information
more accessible to taxpayers, because it
s h o u l d n ’t require a master’s degree in
finance to figure out exactly where your tax
dollars are going,” said Kennedy. “We’ve
separated this year’s $26.7 billion budget
into separate pie charts for revenues and
expenditures. We also have a budget tracker
that counts down state government spend-
ing until the fiscal year ends on June 30.”

“Follow Your Money” can be accessed
from the homepage of the Treasury’s web-
site located at www.latreasury.com. From

this link, state expenditures and revenues are
broken down by various departments and
categories, and web users can mouse over
each category for further details. “Follow
Your Money” also shows how much money
the state is spending each second including
“Your Share” of the expenses.

“The Legislature will be hammering
out a new budget in the upcoming session
and will be discussing how to spend even
more of your money,” said Kennedy. “Next
year’s proposed budget is nearly $1.5 bil-
lion more than this year’s, even after you
back out federal dollars. We need to take a
hard look at state spending and start living
within our means. It’s time state govern-
ment made some of the tough decisions that
Louisiana families have to make eve ry
day.” H

GovernmentH H

Citizens can see how much money
state government spends each second
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G i l d a
We rner Reed,
Ph.D. has an-
nounced her
c a n d i d a cy for
the First Con-
g r e s s i o n a l
District seat of
the Louisiana
U.S. House of

Representatives. Reed says she is a staunch
public school advocate and all seven of her
children are products of Louisiana public
schools. Reed teaches at the University of
New Orleans. H

3501 Chateau Blvd.
465-9444

Try one of our healthy saladsTry one of our healthy salads
SALADS

Southwestern Chicken Salad
Grilled chicken, corn, salsa, black beans, cheddar jack cheese, cucumbers, 

tomatoes & tortilla strips. Served with Southwest ranch dressing.
7.25

Smoked Turkey Salad
Smoked turkey, baby swiss, chopped walnuts and sliced apple.

6.50

Cobb Salad
Rows of grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, carrots, boiled egg, 

cheddar jack cheese, bacon and smoked turkey.
7.75

Grilled Chicken Spinach Salad
Fresh spinach, grilled chicken, feta cheese, black olives, tomatoes and cucumbers.

6.75

Chef Salad
Grilled chicken, smoked ham, cheddar jack cheese, boiled egg, 

fresh tomatoes, bacon and alfalfa sprouts.

7.25

All salads served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers and your choice of dressing.
Raspberry Walnut,  Caesar,  Lite Ranch,  Honey Mustard,  Fat Free Italian,
Hot Bacon,  Blue Cheese,  Balsamic Basil Vinaigrette.  Extra dressing .50

GovernmentH H

Reed will run for Louisiana’s
1st Congressional District seat

“St. Philip Neri drama students are
entering on a wh i r lwind “magic carp e t
ride” by taking the classic concept of “let’s
put on a show” to reach new academic
heights through their Music T h e a t r e
International (MTI) production of Disney’s
Aladdin, Jr.,” said Freddie Gershon, chair-
man of MTI. MTI, through its educational
d ivision, named MTI Education, wo r k s
with the authors of classic musicals to cre-
ate special editions suitable for ages eight
through 14 to perform.

To celebrate the accomplishments of
dozens of students involved in the produc-
tion, St. Philip Neri Drama will receive a
certificate signed by the creators of the
musical commending the cast on their suc-
cessful production and encouraging them
to continue to embrace the arts.

“Musical theatre has something for
everyone. Each of the students in the cast
and crew has found a unique way to con-
tribute to bringing such a well-loved story
alive on stage,” says Gershon. “Whether
they are on stage singing or have worked to
create the sets, we hope the community will
join us in applauding them for their team-
work and skills,” he adds.

St. Philip Neri Drama will present the
MTI production of Disney’s Aladdin, Jr. on
May 18 and 19 at 7:30 p.m. and on May 20
at 2:30 p.m. at the parishioner’s center
located at 6600 Kawanee Avenue. Tickets
are $10 for reserved seating, or general
admission is $7 for adults and $4 for chil-
dren. For more information on the show
call 467-4423.

Disney’s resourceful young hero and
wise-cracking genie come to life on stage
in this special adaptation of one of the most
popular animated movies of all time.
Aladdin, Jasmine, and of course, the genie,
have an adventure filled with magic, may-
hem and flying carpet rides, as they fight
the evil Jafar.

Disney’s Aladdin Jr., Mulan Jr., Alice in
Wo n d e rland, Jr., Cinderella Kids,

Dalmations Kids and The Jungle Book Kids
are stage adaptations of Disney animated
and live-action movie titles that MTI has
released to educational groups nationwide
through its partnership with Disney
Theatrical Productions. More stage adapta-
tions are currently in development and all
will be provided exclusively through MTI
Education.

MTI Education has five parts which
include the Broadway Junior Collection (70
minute musicals for middle school per-
formers); MTI Kids (30 minute musicals
for elementary school students); MTI
School Edition (geared for high school per-
f o rmers); Theatre For Young A u d i e n c e s
(condensed musicals for adults to perform
for kids) and its role in the MacMillan
McGraw-Hill Spotlight on Music Textbook
which makes musical theatre part of the
curriculum offered in thousands of schools
throughout the country.

Other titles included in the Broadway
Junior collection for young performers are
Annie, Bugsy Malone, Guys and Dolls,
Fiddler On The Roof, Godspell, Into The
Woods, Schoolhouse Rock Live!, Once On
This Island, Meredith Willson’s The Music
Man, Honk!, The Pirates of Pe n z a n c e,
Godspell, Seussical and Dear Edwina.
Once schools acquire the dramatic per-
forming rights for a nominal fee, which
includes mandated royalty payments, they
receive a “showkit” of materials designed
to help guide both cast and crew through a
successful production. The kit includes a
fully orchestrated CD to accompany the
cast, a choreographic video, curriculum
guides that tie important themes of the
musical into classroom studies and a pro-
ducer/director guide for teachers on cast-
ing, rehearsals and performance techniques
and scripts.

For more information on Broadway
Junior or Musical Theatre International, call
212-541-4684 or go to www.BroadwayJr.com
or www.MTIshows.com. H

CommunityH H

St. Philip Neri drama students
present Music Theatre International
production of Disney’s Aladdin Jr.

Not 1,000
Not  5,000
Not 10,000
Not 15,000

20,600
Households

receive the Kenner Star in the mail each month!
Every registered voter household in Kenner gets one!

The Kenner Star can help you reach your target market!
CALL 468-9125 FOR ADVERTISING INFO

But…
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Republican, so now he has returned home to
the Democratic Party.

During his term in the leg i s l a t u r e ,
Boasso has been known for landmark legis-
lation, such as the levee board reform bill.
He has accumulated a strong reform-orient-
ed voting record and ranks as one of the most
conservative members of the state Senate.
Boasso admits that some may question his

party change, but says he will not change his
philosophy about government. According to
Boasso, “Most voters don’t care about party
labels; they just want someone who is going
to make real changes in Baton Rouge. That is
exactly what is going to happen if I am elect-
ed.”

Boasso has made no secret of his interest
in shaking up state government. When he
first announced his campaign, he said the
“R” behind his name did not stand for
R e p u blican, but instead it meant

“Revolution.”
Changing to the Democratic Party may

be a politically wise move for Boasso, since
the GOP party leadership is behind Jindal
and the Democrats are looking for a candi-
date. Boasso’s challenge will be to convince
the traditional Democratic Party constituen-
cies, such as labor and African Americans
that he is a candidate they can support.
Otherwise, Boasso will be a reg i s t e r e d
Democrat, but, in reality, he will become a
candidate without a political home. H

Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans
and his Louisiana based television program,
“Ringside Politics,” airs at 8:30 p.m. on
Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS
station WLAE-TV, Channel 32 and from noon
until 2:00 p.m. weekdays on sev e ra l
Louisiana radio stations. Visit Cro u e re ’s
website at w w w. r i n g s i d e p o l i t i c s . c o m o r
email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

POLITICAL REVIEW
(continued from page 5)

made your evacuation plan for 2007?
Have you put together your hurricane kit?
I was embarrassed the other day to dis-
cover that the batteries in all my flash-
lights have gone kaput. Go ahead and
laugh. But have you checked your flash-
light batteries since 2006?

My compliments to Parish President
Aaron Broussard, the Jefferson Pa r i s h
Council, Sheriff Lee, Mayor Muniz,
Police Chief Caraway, Fire Chief
Hellmers, the EMS folks, the Corps and
all the worker bees who have labored to be
sure we are better prepared for the hurri-
canes of the future than we were back in
August, 2005. There will be a lot of fer-
vent prayers beseeching God’s mercy in
the weeks leading up to hurricane season
but preparation helps too. Let’s hope that
we’re simultaneously lucky, blessed and
prepared. H

FROM THE EDITOR
(continued from page 5)

50/50 • Food • Fun
Parade of Prizes

Adults Only - $10 Entry Fee

469-6934

Top Prize $100
2nd Prize $75 • 3rd Prize $50

Crippled
Children’s Camp

Fundraiser
BUNCO
FRIDAY, MAY 11, 2007
2001 18th St., Kenner

7 pm - Til
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