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If you need help KPD acquires 75 defibrillators for patrol State of the city,
units, one heart attack already treated according to
from City Hall,
police officers to use them and assigned a
call 468-HELP to By ALLAN KATZ
defibrillator to each Kenner Police Mayor Muniz
The city of Kenner has purchased 75 Department patrol unit.
In December, KPD Officer Ronald By ALLAN KATZ
Cardiac Science Defibrillators, trained
get assistance
Mayor Muniz sees the complete
Coupel, Jr. responded to a call for emerBy ALLAN KATZ
The city of Kenner has started a telephone “help” line for citizens who are in
need of assistance.
The number to call is 468-4357, the last
four digits of which spell out “H-E-L-P” on
the telephone dial. The help line has been
activated. Jacquie Bauer, executive assistant
to Chief Administrative Officer Mike Yenni,
said it’s an idea brought forward by Muniz
who thinks that while Kenner city government is generally very responsive to all
requests for assistance, it’s still a good idea
to have a simple number anyone can call no
matter what their problem may be.
“We know that everyone in Kenner city
government takes pride in being responsive
and accessible,” said Bauer. “At the same
time, the mayor thinks that there are probably times when citizens become frustrated
continued on page 25

A perspective from
city’s finance officer:
Kenner in sound fiscal
position, ready to enter
a period of growth
By ALLAN KATZ

Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway and
Automatic External Defibrillator
Coordinator Chris Mitchell

gency assistance and found a 45-year-old
male suffering from cardiac arrest. Relying
on his previous training, Officer Coupel
used the defibrillator in his car to treat the
heart attack victim. He also gave the victim
CPR. In a few moments, Officer Coupel
was relieved by an East Jefferson Hospital
emergency medical services unit that transported the heart attack victim to a local hospital to be treated.
Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway
says the defibrillators in the hands of a
trained police officer can make the difference between life and death in heart attack
cases.
continued on page 25

Generous Kenner residents open their
hearts to fire victims made homeless
By ALLAN KATZ
Kenner residents opened their hearts,
their wallets, their cupboards and their
closets to 28 families made homeless by a
Thanksgiving night fire that destroyed a
five-building apartment complex.
“I’ve always known that the people of
Kenner are among the most generous in the
world when responding to an emergency,
but this outpouring was so intense and so
responsive that it really touched my heart,”
said Arleeta Terrell, director of community

services for the city of Kenner. “From the
moment we put out an appeal for assistance, the people of Kenner almost literally
emptied their closets in the rush to help.”
Terrell says the 28 families, including
five families with children, escaped the fire
at 2405 Third Street with little more than
the clothes on their backs. “They needed
everything and the people gave them everything,” said Terrell.
Perhaps most inspiring of all, says
Terrell, is that upon learning there were 12
continued on page 25

Duke McConnell watches the growth
and development of the city of Kenner
from two perspectives. The first is his role
as Kenner’s Finance Director. The other is
as a Kenner resident.
“As the city’s finance director for over
19 years, I’ve seen enormous growth and
increasing stability in the city’s budgetary
matters,” said McConnell who was recruited to join Kenner’s City Hall team in 1988.
“My other perspective is as a tax-paying
resident of Kenner who worries about
drainage and potholes like everyone else.
But, by any reasonable measure, Kenner
continues to enjoy an incredible quality of
life in a city where people really care about
one another and the well-being of their
community.”
Looking back, McConnell said an
continued on page 27

rebuilding of The
Esplanade mall as
having begun, with
additional retail
outlets coming to
Kenner and the
need for hiring
good workers to
fill hundreds of job
openings.
He would like
to increase the
Mayor Muniz
millage allotted to
the Kenner Fire Department which needs
pay increases to keep the best fire fighters
that are trained by the KFD but are then
recruited by other fire departments that
pay more.
The mayor said he is very impressed
by the work being done by Police Chief
Steve Caraway and the Kenner Police
Department. “We have a very strong
police department in Kenner,” said Mayor
Muniz. “Chief Caraway does a good job
and he is a very cooperative, helpful person who is easy to work with.”
Muniz said he is urging residential
developers to take a closer look at Kenner.
“As the growing retail sector hires more
workers, it would be good for the city if
these middle class workers lived in
Kenner where they would support Kenner
restaurants and businesses,” said the
mayor. “I think we will have a need for
more middle class housing in 2008 and
the years immediately ahead.”
Overall, Muniz said Kenner has just
about every component that combine to
make for an excellent quality of life. “We
continued on page 25

Lundi Gras
in
Rivertown
Muniz, Kenner Council members and City Hall employees give to fire victims

see page 4
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It’s Prime Time to join the Club
It’s Prime
Time
join the Club
where
youtobelong...
TREASURE CHEST CASINO
4C
$500 FREE SLOT DOLLARS
PLEASE PLACE

where youAllbelong...
new members are
GUARANTEED
TO WIN!
All new members
are
GUARANTEED
TO
WIN!
Visit Prime Rewards to swipe
your new card and
Visit Prime
Rewards
to swipe
see what
you’ve
won!
your new card and
see what you’ve won!
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Happy New Year
to the community we serve so proudly.
For this baby, and others born at East Jeﬀerson General Hospital in 2007,
there is a lot to celebrate in healthcare.
 t&+()JTUIFIJHIFTUWPMVNFCJSUIJOHDFOUFSJOUIFSFHJPO
 t8FBSFMFBEFSTJODBODFSDBSFBOEEJBHOPTUJDUFDIOPMPHJFT
 t0VSFMJUFSPCPUJDTVSHJDBMUFBNTFUOFXTUBOEBSETJOQSPTUBUFDBSF
BOENJOJNBMMZJOWBTJWFIZTUFSFDUPNJFT
 t8FTJNQMJmFEBOETQFEVQPVSSFHJTUSBUJPOQSPDFTT
 t8FPQFOFEUIFOFXFTUDBUIMBCJOUIFSFHJPO
 t8FFBSOFE4UBSTGSPN)FBMUIHSBEFTJO$BSEJPMPHZ4VSHFSZ1VMNPOBSZ$BSF
 t8FBEEFEUIFIJHIMZBEWBODFE5SJMPHZ$BODFS'JHIUJOH4ZTUFN
EJGH
 t8FTVDDFTTGVMMZMBVODIFEPVSFMFDUSPOJDQBUJFOUSFDPSETTZTUFN
4C
HAPPY NEW YEAR
PLEASE PLACE
5IFCFTUOFXTJTy
XFJOUFOEUPCFFWFOCFUUFSJO

East Jefferson General Hospital
Perfecting the Art of Care
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Lundi Gras
Celebration

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2008

KENNER’S HISTORIC RIVERTOWN
NOON
KENNER MAYOR ED MUNIZ WILL TOAST
THE KING AND QUEEN OF ZULU AND ARGUS

THE BIGGEST
DAM MOVIE YOU EVER SAW.

FREE LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
10:00-11:00 – Art Ryder
11:00-12:00 – is Cullen Landry’s Midnight Streetcar
12:30-2:30 – David Batiste and the Gladiators

FOOD, CRAFTS, CLOWN M. T. NOGGINS

NOW SHOWING!

Tuesday - Saturday at 11 a.m., 1 p.m.

Call 468-7231 For More Information

Join us aboard the Star Traveler spaceship and be part of a mission to explore all the planets in our Solar System! This lighthearted planetarium show takes audiences on a fun filled adventure while introducing basic facts about the size, temperature,
and atmosphere of each planet. But beware; the Captain may
need your help! Test your math skills as he calls upon you to calculate the fuel needed for a return trip to Earth!

Running time: 35 minutes
Tues.-Sat. – 10:00 a.m.
Get up close and personal with the Gas Giants of our Solar
System! Launched in 1977, two Voyager space probes began a
two decade long journey of exploration and discovery at the
planets Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune.
Narrated by Star Trek’s Patrick Stewart, this detailed planetarium
show offers a recap of the mission’s accomplishments! Audiences will be treated to more than just
close-up views of the planets, but also views of moons, ring systems and atmospheric storms that
were never known to exist before “The Voyager Encounters!”

Running time: 42 minutes
Tues.-Sat. – 2:00 p.m.

' EXCITEMENT
' ADVENTURE
' LEARNING

ONE DAY PASS

Adult: $15.00
Child/Senior: $10.00
*Children 14 & under/Seniors 60 & up

Get hypnotized
thousands ofof
colorful
laser laser
designsdesigns
dance across
a magnificent
dome!
Get hypnotized
asasthousands
colorful
dance
across50-foot
a magnificent
Hypnotica is the ultimate dance revolution, featuring an electronic/techno soundtrack taken straight
50-foot dome!
is the selections
ultimatefrom
dance
revolution,
electronic/
from theHypnotica
latest rave! Includes
Fat Boy
Slim, Bjork,featuring
Prodigy, thean
Chemical
Brothers, and the Crystal Method.
techno soundtrack taken straight
from the latest rave! Includes selections from Fat
Running time: 50 minutes
Boy Slim, Bjork, Prodigy, the Chemical Brothers and the Crystal Method.

Running time: 50 minutes
Tues-Sat. – Noon and 3:00 p.m.

Includes admission to all Rivertown museum attractions, including:

Toy Train Museum
Mardi Gras Museum
Science Center
Native American Village
Kenner’s Heritage Park
Plus, your choice of one feature at:

ADMISSION

Adults: $6 per show • Children/Seniors: $5 per show
• Multi-show packages available
Children: 2-14 years • Seniors: 60 and over
For group reservations,
please contact Pat: 468-7231, ext. 222

SHOW SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!

2020 Fourth Street – Rivertown – 468-7231, ext. 220
www.rivertownkenner.com

Kenner’s Planetarium and Megadome Cinema
Planetarium Sky Show
Large Format Film
Laser Light Show

SATURDAYS ONLY: $1.00 off Children’s
(with purchase of One Day Pass)

Castle

The Rivertown Box Office is located at 415 Williams Boulevard.
Hours of Operation: Tue-Sat, 9 am – 5 pm.
For more information, call 504-468-7231, ext. 220 or visit us at: www.rivertownkenner.com
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# From the Editor

Kenner: A great city with the potential to get even better

By ALLAN KATZ
Like every city in America, Kenner has
its problems. But, viewed comparatively,
this is a blessed city on the way to becoming an even better place to live.
Some of the credit for the optimistic
outlook goes to Mayor Ed Muniz. Muniz
has done everything that he promised to do
when he campaigned for the job of mayor.
He has brought together an excellent staff
and the mayor has worked incredibly hard
and diligently – which I think is the only
way that he knows how to function. He is
also a “big idea” guy who has come up with
some excellent concepts for the growth and
development of the city. Like all of us,
Muniz occasionally stumbles. But he isn’t
afraid to admit his mistakes and works very
hard to correct them and I think that’s the
sign of a very smart guy.

JANUARY 2008

Of course, Kenner was doing pretty
well before it elected Ed Muniz as mayor.
For the last 20 or 25 years, Kenner has been
one of the best municipalities in Louisiana
and the Gulf South – a well-funded government, good police department, good infrastructure, an excellent recreation department, a strong retail sector and a growing
tourism industry. But the Muniz team has
brought a lot of enthusiasm, push and new
ideas to the struggle of keeping Kenner on
the leading edge of progressive cities in the
South.
One of Muniz’s special qualities is his
salesmanship. Prior to becoming mayor, he
was known as one of the promoters in the
region. He pushed his radio stations and he
pushed the Krewe of Endymion from a
neighborhood parade to the level of an
international attraction.
In the same way, he is now promoting
Kenner. Muniz played an important role in
convincing the new owners of The
Esplanade mall to pour $35 million into
renovating it. The mayor is working tirelessly to close the deal to bring a big Target
store to The Esplanade mall. He is encouraging developers of middle class housing to
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signposts indicate that the city has entered
a time when it will be growing both in
terms of its economy and quality of life. In
the wake of Hurricane Katrina, Jefferson
Parish has become the economic engine
that drives South Louisiana. Kenner is the
municipality that is the economic capitol of
Jefferson Parish, as well as one of the best
places to live in the parish.
Another important aspect of the Muniz
administration is that – in response to the
clear message of the voters in the last
Kenner city elections – just about everyone
is getting along and cooperating with others.
There are lots of reasons for optimism
that Kenner is headed for some very strong
years that will benefit the entire community. #

Happy
New Year!

#
# Political Review
Presidential race will come to Louisiana in January
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look at Kenner because Muniz wants to be
sure that the new hires of the growing retail
and tourism sectors live in the city, spending their dollars here rather than in Metairie
or St. Charles Parish.
One of the arguments over the years in
Kenner has been between those who want
continued growth and those who are satisfied with the growth that we have. I have
always stood with those who want the city
to keep growing. My theory is that when
you stop adding investment and jobs, the
city starts to stagnate. One of the reasons
that I applaud Mayor Muniz is that he is a
strong advocate for constant growth. One
of his current projects is trying to convince
the Jefferson Parish School Board to build
a magnet school on the tract of land that
Holy Cross High School looked at and
decided to pass on. A magnet school would
be a great addition to Kenner.
It is true that growth brings more traffic
jams, more litter, more people and the need
for more infrastructure. But a city that stops
encouraging investment, stops adding jobs
and stops pushing new ideas for civic
improvements is headed for trouble.
As Kenner heads into 2008, all of the

By JEFF CROUERE
Back in 1996, the Louisiana Republican
Party became a major player in the presidential race by hosting early caucuses in which
voters selected convention delegates pledged
to Republican presidential candidates. The
caucuses were scheduled right before the
New Hampshire primary and caused a major
shakeup in the 1996 presidential race. The
winner was commentator Patrick Buchanan,
who edged out the early favorite in the race,
then U.S. Senator Phil Gramm of Texas. The
conventional wisdom was that Gramm, who
lived in the neighboring state of Texas, would
easily dispatch his opponents in Louisiana
and score a big victory. On the contrary, the
Louisiana caucuses effectively ended
Gramm’s presidential hopes while boosting
Buchanan into a top position in the race. On
the basis of his upset victory in Louisiana,
Buchanan surged into New Hampshire riding
a wave of momentum and defeated former
Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole in the
Granite State primary. Gramm, stung by his
unexpected loss in Louisiana, fared poorly in
New Hampshire and ultimately withdrew
from the race. Although Buchanan eventually

lost the nomination to Dole, he would have
only been a minor contender in the contest
without his win in Louisiana. Thus, in 1996,
the Louisiana caucuses played a key role in
the race for the Republican nomination.
In this election, the Louisiana Republican
Party hopes to once again become a major
factor in the race for the nomination. On
Tuesday January 22, 2008, the state party will
convene caucuses at 11 different sites across
the state, including the Pontchartrain Center
in Kenner. Voters will be able to cast ballots
from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. that evening. The
ballot will consist of candidates running for
delegate and alternate delegate position. At
each of the 11 caucus sites, 15 delegates and
15 alternates will be selected to participate in
the Louisiana Republican Convention set for
February 16 at the Old State Capitol in Baton
Rouge. At the state convention, the 47 actual
delegates to the 2008 national convention in
Minneapolis will be chosen. All of the delegates elected to the national convention will
be officially “uncommitted” and not pledged
to any candidate. The only exception to this
situation will occur if a candidate receives a
majority of the vote in the February 9 presidential primary. If that happens, then 20 of
the state’s national convention delegates will
be pledged to the candidate who wins the primary.
As long as they possess a photo ID,
Republican voters will be able to participate
in the presidential selection process by voting
at a caucus site in the congressional district

where they are registered to vote. In fact, not
only are citizens being encouraged to vote,
but the Louisiana Republican Party is also
inviting Republicans in each congressional
district to consider running for delegate or
alternate positions. To qualify for the ballot,
an application must be completed and
returned to state party headquarters with a
$100 fee by January 10, 2008.
According to Louisiana Republican Party
Chairman Roger Villere of Metairie, “We’re
excited about the upcoming caucuses. I
believe this system will allow
Louisiana Republicans to have a strong
impact on the election of the next president of
the United States.”
The first state to hold a presidential nomination event is Iowa, which has scheduled
caucuses for January 3. New Hampshire will
follow with their primary on January 8. One
week later, on January 15, Michigan will hold
their primary. South Carolina will conduct
the first Southern primary on January 19.
Then the Louisiana caucuses will be held
three days later. By setting a January 22 caucus date, the Louisiana Republican Party will
insert itself into the early portion of the presidential race. The Louisiana caucuses will be
held one week before the Florida primary on
January 29 and well before the Super Tuesday
primaries on February 5. With 20 states,
including New York and California, participating in the Super Tuesday election, it is
very possible that the party nominee will be
continued on page 14
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Positive signs for 2008 and the future
By ED MUNIZ
Kenner Mayor
We now embark on a new year filled
with promise for a better Kenner and the
opportunity to build on some of the positive
programs begun during 2007.
We had success in 2007 with the adoption of a new land use ordinance and an
ordinance creating new landscape rules.
This will help bring about a greener Kenner
in the coming years.
The city was successful in sponsoring
new community events like the free
Concerts in Heritage Park last spring and
the inaugural Laketown Festival in October.
Both events were well received by the public and we are already making plans for a
return of the events, bigger and better, later
this year.
The free concerts on Fridays during the
spring will feature quality music acts, more
vendors and better displays.
The city received good marks for the
quality of the entertainment and the food
served at Laketown Festival. Many of those
who attended said they will be back again.
One of the things I want to initiate this
year is a major plan to redevelop the Third
Street corridor from Williams Boulevard to
Decatur Street in an effort to revitalize the
heart of Kenner’s original settlement.
One thing that can be done immediately is the startup of a regularly scheduled
Farmer’s Market with fresh produce and
baked goods, specialty culinary creations,
and craft items sold by vendors with the
proper city permits and licenses to do business in Kenner. Add in some appropriate
musical entertainment and the market can
help boost support of adjacent businesses
in the district. Anyone who might be interested in this should call the Community
Services Department at 468-7293.

ElegantUpdos!
Happy New Year
and Mardi Gras
from the staff at Georgy’s!

S A L O N S PA
SINCE 1985

701 W. Esplanade Avenue

465-9590

Open Tuesday through Friday 10 - 7, Saturday 9 - 4
Visit us at www.georgyssalonspa.com

There are many properties in south
Kenner that are underutilized, vacant or
part of the airport buy-out program of several years ago; and we are looking at ways
to bring about private investment in new
commercial and residential developments
that will create a “sense of place” in the historic Rivertown district. Hopefully, the city
can create a means of identifying and
enforcing the use of architectural features
in the corridor that are compatible with the
existing historic district in a way that will
enhance the possibility of enlarging the district’s boundaries.
In recent months, investors have been
expressing greater interest in south Kenner
for several reasons:

The land is solid. Its elevation is high
and does not flood.
The potential for several types of residential structures that are modern but
reflect the style of a traditional riverside
community is attractive to residents who
want the convenience of big city living but
with a small town feel.
Since the airport buy-out properties
cannot be used as residential, the opportunity exists for carefully planned commercial
uses ranging from boutique retail shops,
professional offices and entertainment venues to medium sized businesses and small
manufacturers and service companies.
All of these elements’ promise can lead
to a stronger economic base where vacant

properties are returned to commerce and
underused properties can be converted to
their highest and best use.
Currently, a local company is conducting a study of the Third Street corridor and
will soon have a proposal that can be a guide
for the proper redevelopment of the area.
The proposal will be reviewed by the
Kenner Planning Department to make sure
it meets with all city regulations. Hopefully,
the plan recommendations will receive
broad public support and help usher in an
exciting era of Kenner renewal, revitalization and growth. #
Mayor Muniz can be reached at 4687240.

Don’t ignore the dangers of drinking and driving
By STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief
The holidays
have
come
and
gone, but now
is not the time
to forget about
the dangers of
drinking and
driving. It is
reported that
an alcoholrelated motor
vehicle crash kills someone every 31 minutes and non-fatally injures someone every
two minutes. In 2006, more than 17,000
people died in the U.S. as a result of drunk
driving, nearly 450 of these people in our
state alone. Around 71 alcohol related
crashes were reported in Kenner last year,
two of these being fatal. It is also estimated
that alcohol-related crashes in the U.S. cost
$51 billion each year. These are scary facts
and figures, but ones that need to be
brought up to give you a sense of the magnitude your actions can have once you get

behind the wheel of vehicle with alcohol in
your system.
People constantly ask us here at the
police department, “How many drinks does
it take?” The truth is there is no set amount
of alcoholic drinks it takes to become legally intoxicated. Many factors affect this
including your metabolism, your weight, if
you’re eating on an empty stomach or not,
and whether you’re male or female. The
legal blood alcohol concentration limit for
adults 21 and older is .08, while the legal
limit for persons under the age of 21 is .02.
According to studies however, many people
report feeling impaired before they actually
reach the .08 legal limit. Impairment starts
the moment alcohol enters your system.
New Louisiana DWI penalties, which
Governor Blanco signed into law just this
past August, state that if you’re convicted of
first-offense DWI, you will lose your
license for one year instead of the previous
three months. If you’re convicted a second
time, you will lose your license for two
years and a third or subsequent conviction
means you will lose your license for three
years. First time offenders can also face up
to $3000 in fines, court fees, attorney’s fees
and other expenses if convicted. This is a
serious offense. Drinking and driving not
only endangers yourself, but everyone
around you. Here’s another sobering fact: a
drunk driver convicted of negligent homicide faces up to 20 years in prison.
In an effort to combat drunk driving and
protect you and your loved ones, the
Kenner Police Department sets up DWI
check points during the year at random
times and places throughout Kenner. If you
are pulled over at one of these check points,
wait and listen for the officer’s instructions.
If the officer suspects you’re under the
influence of alcohol or drugs, he or she will
ask you to step out of your vehicle and will
then proceed with alcohol and/or drug
screening.
If you spot a drunk driver, immediately
call 911. Give them a description of the

vehicle and the license plate number. Give
the operator updated locations of the vehicle until a police officer can get there.
However, don’t follow the vehicle too
closely, or at all, if it becomes hazardous.
We here at the Kenner Police
Department remind everyone that you must
be 21 years or older to drink. We also
encourage those 21 and over to drink
responsibly. If you know that you’ll be
drinking at an event or even down the street
at a local bar, please assign a friend or family member who will not be drinking to be
your designated driver. Don’t wait until
you’re intoxicated to find a designated driver; your decision making ability is compromised at this point. If you don’t have a
friend of family member to call upon,
please call a cab. Under no circumstances
should you get behind the wheel of a vehicle if you’ve been drinking.
I, along with the Kenner Police
Department wish you and your family a
safe and happy new year. Please feel free to
contact me by email if you have any questions or concerns. #
Chief Caraway can be reached by email
at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner
Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com.

KENNER
ST#R
Website
www.kennerstar.com
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2007 was a year of successes
By MIKE YENNI
Kenner Chief Administrative Officer
All of us
can agree that
both feet are
solidly set in
2008 and what
the
future
holds for our
city
seems
positive.
But before
we take a few
more steps, it’s a good idea to look at
Kenner’s accomplishments in 2007. Many
of them are significant and you’ll see the
results of others in this new year.
We have strengthened city government
relations with the airport and the police
department to the point that we regularly
cooperate on planning matters and emergency response issues. The result is a better
coordinated effort in dealing with issues of
mutual concern and a better informed public.
We have fully updated the city’s emergency plan for hurricanes and are poised to
expanding the plan during the next 10
months to deal with tornadoes and hazardous materials incidents. Regional officials of the federal department of
Homeland Security have agreed to work
with Kenner in that regard.
The streamlining of our Public Works
Department was accomplished last year by
creating sub departments to provide greater
focus for middle managers to direct their
employees.
The organization of a fleet management
department in Public Works now allows for
more direct maintenance programs of vehicles and equipment. Better maintenance
means longer life for the equipment and
higher resale values when it comes time for
buying replacements.
In 2007 we accomplished the full development of an in-house legal department
that can provide direct service for the
administration and the city council throughout the day. With careful assignments of
duties, staff attorneys become very familiar
with all aspects of the general legal issues
facing the city. Now we may need to hire
outside lawyers under contract when a matter requires skills in very specialized matters.
In late 2007, the legal department
moved from cramped quarters on the second floor of Building B and into more spacious quarters on the first floor of Building
C (the old police complex). There is more
privacy for workers and easier access to
resources.
Late last year we began replacing the
phone system for all city offices.
Communications wiring is being replaced
to accept new state-of-the-art phone instru-

ments and computer servers that will allow
city employees to communicate on a system
that is common to all offices regardless of
their location. It also eliminates having to
use “outside” phone lines to contact some
offices. The full installation will take a few
more months.
Also underway is the next phase of
computer software updating that will take
several years and result in a fully centralized and integrated data processing capability for better controlled budget management and data sharing across city departments. Last year we achieved email capabilities citywide that allows real time digital
communications among all departments
and greater efficiency in managing time
and personnel resources.
Last January a new civil service system
for employees was started after voters
authorized its creation in a previous election. That system is now functioning and
the civil service board members are currently developing employee policies and
personnel rules that will serve Kenner for
years to come.
Near the end of 2007, a new Citizen’s
Service Complaint Division was created to
handle complaints and other citizen
requests for service. This office is equipped
to directly respond to citizens and, hopefully, eliminate the red tape many have experienced in the past when getting help from
City Hall.
When you need help regarding city
departments or city infrastructure, just call
for HELP – that’s 468-4357 (468-HELP)
and we will help. However, for police matters, please continue to call 911.
As most people are probably aware, all
city contracts initiated by the mayor are
now available for review on the city’s website. Just visit www.kenner.la.us and select
the “Contracts” link in the left column near
the bottom. The listings are normally posted in two weeks after signing.
Other in-house improvements on the
way include installation of “bio” time
clocks that must read an employee’s thumb
print before they can punch an electronic
time card (This assures better accuracy in
logging time worked and guards against
potential abuse) and swipe card door entry
security system at major government buildings (This eliminates the need for cumbersome and sometimes exotic keys and identifies user access of buildings and offices
inside).
As you can see, we are looking at more
efficient use of resources and providing the
taxpayer with smoother delivery of services. We look for 2008 to be a very good year
for Kenner. Happy new year! #

HairS tylesU nlimited
Has answers for thinning hair problems. Our professional
stylists are continually training in the art of styling, enhancing
and correcting thin, fine hair due to excessive hair loss.

10

$

COUPON
00 INTRO
for new clients on any
hair or nail service

Beautiful Hair Can Be Yours!
Call today for your Free consultation
See why Hair Styles Unlimited
has served Kenner for 31 years.
464-5949 • 3635 Florida Ave.

We listen, we assess

your needs, we make it easy for
you to make legal decisions.
• Wills - Trusts - Successions
• Real Estate Closings
• Business Law

M LF

Melchers Law Firm
Estate Planning • Real Estate • Business Law
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner
James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law
Kathy Melchers, Administrator

(504) 467-1092

ST. MARTIN’S
JANUARY OPEN HOUSE

3T -ARTINS
%PISCOPAL 3CHOOL
PLEASE PLACE
INVITES YOU TO OUR

0RE +INDERGARTEN /PEN (OUSE 4HURSDAY 4OURS
4HURSDAY *ANUARY 
4HURSDAY *ANUARY 
4OURS BEGIN AT  AM IN THE LOWER SCHOOL LIBRARY

&OR MORE )NFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A PERSONAL TOUR

PLEASE CALL
  
$LUOLQH'ULYH
0HWDLULH/$
ZZZVWPVDLQWVFRP
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SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

EJGH physician completes 100th cancer
lobectomy using VATS procedure

SMALL JOBS
Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

By KEITH M. DARCEY

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

The Cat
Nap Company
JEWELRY & GIFTS
1942 Williams Blvd., Suite 1
Corner Williams Blvd. & 20th Street

305-3895

Tues-Sat. 10 am - 3 pm • 4 pm til 5:30 by appointment

20% Off
Any
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CRYSTAL, PEARL &
GEMSTONE JEWELRY

CAT NAP

elry item
single jew
ed)

Starting January 7th
shop for all your
beading needs –
pearls, crystals, and
beads by the strand.

ATTENTION CAREGIVERS
Do you have a loved one in a nursing
home or about to go into a nursing home?
Have your been told that they must spend
all their assets to qualify for Medicaid?

In many cases 100% of the
liquid assets can be protected,
if you know the rules.
Call for FREE information.
Retirement Planning Associates
800-569-2902

Window Screens Made & Installed
PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
Pool Enclosures
Carports
Insulated Rooms
Replacement
Windows
• Gutters

•
•
•
•
•

Patio Covers
Glass Rooms
Room Additions
Screened Rooms
Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

504-467-6998
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TIM E
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ES

•
•
•
•
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East Jefferson General
Hospital is proud to offer
this community the most
current technology and the
newest surgical procedures
available to ensure our
region the care that is as
good, or better, than anywhere in the nation. Just
one example is EJGH’s Dr.
Michael Brothers, a thoracic surgeon who has performed his 100th complete anatomic lobectomy with
lymph node dissection for lung cancer using the Video
Assisted Thoracic Surgery (VATS) procedure. As the
only physician in the area performing this particular
minimally invasive surgery, Dr. Brothers removes cancerous areas of the lungs and lymph node chains
through several small holes.
The traditional method of performing an anatomic
lobectomy calls for a large incision through the chest
muscles and to have the ribs spread to open the area that
needs to be removed. It then requires the patient to
remain in the hospital for one to two weeks.
Under the VATS procedure, the entire operation
takes place through several holes, approximately the
diameter of a large pencil. The cancerous lobe and
lymph nodes are removed through one of the holes
while another hole is used for video monitoring. The
patient can then leave the hospital in approximately two
to three days.
Dr. Brothers has performed thousands of lung operations but finds this procedure the most significant
development in his career as a chest surgeon. “This used
to be perhaps the most painful surgery a person could

have,” says Dr. Brothers. “Now, my patient’s experience
is almost pain-free, they awaken immediately after the
procedure, and most importantly, it has been a tremendously successful surgery. You can’t make this surgery
any smaller.”
EJGH pulmonologist and chief of staff, Dr. James
McCullough, agrees and is very enthusiastic about this
new surgical technique. In particular, this type of VATS
procedure gives new hope to his patients that may have
difficulty coping with an invasive procedure.
“In my experience, VATS has shortened hospital
stays, resulted in less post-operative discomfort and has
improved patient outcomes,” says Dr. McCullough. “It
has allowed me to send patients previously considered
at prohibitively high risk for surgical resection. Older,
more chronically ill patients have done well and have
had curative resections.”
For 76-year-old Elbert Ainsworth, his surgery went
better than he ever could have imagined. He had the
VATS on Wednesday, October 17 and was home by
Sunday. He was surprised with little to no aftereffects
and is excited to say that he is already doing yard work
with no restrictions.
“Honestly, the worst pain I had was pulling the tape
off the two holes,” says Ainsworth. “If I had the surgery
the other way, and found out about this, I’d be mad as
hell. I feel very fortunate. Anyone thinking about having this surgery should look into this.” #
Keith M. Darcey is a communications specialist
with East Jefferson General Hospital located at 4200
Houma Boulevard in Metairie. Darcey can be reached
at 889-7110 or at kdarcey@ejgh.org. East Jefferson
General Hospital, Louisiana’s first Nurse Magnet hospital, is a publicly owned, not-for-profit community hospital, providing care to the residents of the East Bank of
Jefferson Parish and surrounding communities.

Inform your dentist about your latex allergies
By SUSAN M. FELDER D.D.S.
Natural rubber latex is
a common ingredient found
in many consumer products, such as balloons,
balls, appliance cords,
hoses, hot water bottles,
pacifiers, swimwear, toys,
tires, condoms, rubber
bands and shoes. Latex also
can be found in many medical or dental supplies and
devices, such as masks, gloves, syringes, catheters,
dressings, tape and bandages.
Unlike some consumer goods made from synthetic
(manmade) latex, such as house paint, natural rubber
latex is derived from a milky substance found in rubber
trees (Hevea brasiliensis).
While many people come in safe contact with latexcontaining products every day, some susceptible individuals
have developed hypersensitivity to proteins derived from
natural rubber latex, which can cause allergic reactions.
Causes and symptoms
Latex allergy generally develops after repeated

exposure to products containing natural rubber latex.
When latex-containing medical devices or supplies
come in contact with mucous membranes, the membranes may absorb latex proteins. The immune system of
some susceptible individuals produces antibodies that
react immunologically with these antigenic proteins.
This is a concern particularly for health care workers
who are constantly exposed to latex examination or surgical gloves and other latex-based health care products. The
powder used on latex gloves can absorb the gloves’ latex
proteins and cause increased exposure to latex. In addition, as the gloves are removed, the powder may become
airborne, coming in contact with the eyes, nose or mouth.
When exposed to latex proteins, a latex-sensitive
individual, whether a health care worker or a patient,
may experience minor symptoms, such as hives or nasal
congestion. Severe cases may result in anaphylaxis, a
dangerous systemic reaction that causes a drop in blood
pressure, difficulty breathing, swelling of the throat,
tongue and nose, and even loss of consciousness and
could be life-threatening if unattended. Emergency
medical attention is needed at the first sign of anaphylactic reaction.
Am I at risk?
Athough anyone can develop an allergy to latex, the
continued on next page
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BCS title game has ties that bind
By KEN TRAHAN
The two
schools
are
primary state
universities in
football-rich,
football-crazy
states. Beyond
that, they are
diametrically
opposed
–
north versus
south, SEC versus Big 10, “the vest” versus
“the hat.” Ohio State University versus
Louisiana State University.
Despite the miles, styles and traditions
that separate these outstanding institutions
and football programs, there are some ties that
bind for the two opponents in the BCS title
game in the Louisiana Superdome on January
7.
Starting with the LSU coaching staff, Les
Miles is a native of Elyria, Ohio and played
and coached at Michigan, the hated rival of
Ohio State. Bo Pellini, who is exiting stage
left for Nebraska following the game, is a
native of Youngstown, Ohio and played free
safety for Ohio State University from 19871990. He is a Buckeye graduate. LSU offensive line coach Greg Studrawa is from
Fostoria, Ohio and served as a graduate assistant at Ohio State in 1997.
From the players perspective, Brian
Robiskie is the son of Terry Robiskie, a native
of New Orleans who was raised in Lucy and
attended Second Ward High School in Edgard
before starring at LSU from 1973-1976. As a
senior at LSU, Terry was named first team
All-SEC and was the league’s most valuable
player. He was the first-ever LSU player to
rush for over 2,500 yards in a career. The
elder Robiskie is currently the wide receivers
coach with the Miami Dolphins and previously served as the interim head coach of the
Cleveland Browns. A junior, Brian Robiskie
enters the national championship game as the
leading receiver on the Ohio State squad with
50 catches for 885 yards and 10 touchdowns.

INFORM YOUR DENTIST

(continued from previous page)

number of people who do is quite small
considering the millions who are exposed
every day to consumer products that contain natural rubber latex. Individuals with
an increased risk are those who have spina
bifida and have undergone numerous surgeries, those who are prone to allergies,
health care workers, rubber industry workers and others who have regular, continuous
contact with latex.
If you have had a prior allergic reaction
to latex-containing objects, consult your
physician who can try to determine the
cause. Your physician also can determine
the best strategy for dealing with a latex
allergy. Until that is done, avoid contact

Then, there is the Archbishop Rummel
tie. Ohio State junior defensive lineman
Nader Abdallah has 18 tackles, two for losses,
and a sack. He has played in all 12 games.
Abdallah’s parents and three siblings lived
with him in his apartment in Columbus following Hurricane Katrina after their home in
Metairie was destroyed by the storm. They
have since returned to Metairie to their
repaired residence.
While at Rummel, Abdallah was a teammate of and graduated with LSU AllAmerican safety Craig Steltz, who just finished off a tremendous season and has been
named to many first-team All-American
squads. The 6’2, 205 pound big-hitting safety
leads LSU in tackles with 97 and leads both
the Tigers and the SEC in interceptions with
six. He has seven passes defended, one sack
and five tackles for losses. Craig was on the
LSU squad that won the national championship over Oklahoma in the Superdome on
January 4, 2004 but had to watch as his brother, Kevin, LSU’s starting fullback from
Rummel High School, was a primary player
in the Tigers’ title victory. Steltz has played
his way into a first day draft pick with his
superb senior season while Abdallah will try
to do the same next year. Craig did not red
shirt at LSU, with Nick Saban playing him
very late in his freshman year, while Abdallah
red shirted at Ohio State.
The ties that bind are intriguing. Bragging
rights are at stake for all that are involved.
LSU will be working hard to give Steltz and
Pellini a nice going-away present. The incentive for LSU is greater with so many more
individuals involved in some fashion with the
state of Ohio or Ohio State as the Tigers look
to make it two national championships in five
years at the Superdome. #

Catholic Elementary School

ST. ELIZABETH
PLEASE PLACE

OPEN HOUSE

January 24, 2008
9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Private Tours Available
4119 St. Elizabeth Drive
Kenner, Louisiana 70065
504.468.3524
www.seasparish.com
elizabeth@archdiocese-no.org
ѽ<ɤɑȐɴȐɕǸɑȐсɰȐȇɄȽɜȣȐ0ɄɑȇѾ
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School does not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in the
administration of their educational policies.

Ken Trahan serves as program and sports
director of WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com.
Trahan is the also the general manager and
chairman of the board of the Saints Hall of
Fame Museum, writes a column/blog for
NOLA.com and runs the Life Resources
Sports Ministry.

with all latex products.
Inform your dental office staff so that
your medical history can be updated and
appropriate precautions can be taken before
your next dental visit.
The preceding article was based on
information obtained from the American
Dental
Association
website
at
www.ada.org/public/topics/latex_allergy_f
aq.aspwww.ada.org/public/topics/oral_cha
nges_faq.asp.#
Susan M. Felder D.D.S. is a general
dentist who has practiced continuously in
north Kenner for over 30 years. Dr. Felder’s
office is located at 4134 Florida Avenue,
Suite 101 and she can be reached at 4696333.

December 2007
Bennie Daigre’
Facilities

SUPERVISOR OF THE QUARTER

Lisa Stagno
Chief Accountant

Sucarno Ganti
Marine Operations
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Now is a great time to buy a home
By LINDA R. MARTIN

Get your mail here.
And a whole lot more.
We give you a real street address… and real service.
Want a real street address for your business—not a P.O. Box number? Don’t you worry about a thing.
Move up to a mailbox at The UPS Store.® You’ll discover our mailboxes work as hard as you do, with:
• 24-hour access*
• Package acceptance from all carriers
(no waiting or missed deliveries)

• Secure mail holding and forwarding**
• Call-in MailCheck® and more!

We’re right in your neighborhood. So stop in and ask for details.
Copyright ©2008 Mail Boxes Etc., Inc.

* Available at participating locations.
** Additional fees may apply.

4041 WILLIAMS BLVD.
SUITE A-9
KENNER, LA 70065-3164
HOURS OF OPERATION:
M-F 8:30AM-6:00PM
SAT 8:30AM-2:00PM
TEL 504-443-2115
FAX 504-443-1022

If you’re
ready to buy a
home and can
afford it, now
is a great time
to
buy.
Mortgage
interest rates
remain very
low. In many
areas buyers
have a lot of
inventory from which to choose, and
long-term homeownership continues to
be one of the best ways for the typical
American to build wealth.
Don’t let all of the negative media
attention about the “mortgage meltdown”
keep you from pursuing your homeownership dream. Mortgage industry woes
are primarily limited to subprime loans
and other types of creative and comparatively risky financing products. While the
mortgage industry stalled briefly to
reconsider its more exotic loans, there is
plenty of conventional financing available for qualified homebuyers. Interest
rates remain at historically low levels –
still less than seven percent for the typical, 30-year fixed-rate mortgage.
Indeed, the market has changed. It’s
gone from a frenzied seller’s market to
calmer buyer’s market. In fact, buyers
haven’t seen a market this strong in years.
When the national median home price
dropped for the first time on record, the
decline made huge albeit misleading
headlines. For starters, there is no such
thing as a national real estate market. All
real estate markets are local and driven
by local factors that include the local
economy, housing supply and demand
factors and other attributes like geography.
The slight decline followed years of
unprecedented steep home price appreciation and the reality is that only a handful
of markets experienced price declines.
Corrections in markets that experienced
exorbitant home price appreciation were
expected and signal good news for buyers. According to 2007 third-quarter
National Association of REALTORS®
(NAR) statistics, the vast majority of the
nation’s metropolitan areas showed rising
or stable home prices with most areas

experiencing modest gains.
Right now there are many homes
from which to choose and in most areas
buyers don’t have to deal with the harried
and hurried competition of multiple bids.
The changing market has also changed
the inventory landscape to include fewer
speculative sellers and a larger share of
serious and motivated sellers.
Prospective homebuyers have some
time to shop inventory and thoroughly
compare home types and prices, amenities, neighborhoods, commutes and other
important real estate-related features.
And buyers have stronger price negotiation power as sellers compete for their
attention by offering concessions or other
incentives.
While all real estate markets have ups
and downs, Americans continue to consistently build wealth through homeownership. According to the NAR:
On average, the value of a home doubles every 10 years. During the past three
decades, home values have increased an
average of 6.6 percent per year.
The average homeowner today has 36
times the wealth of the average renter.
Homeowners are essentially paying
themselves when they pay their mortgages and this means they’re building
equity. Homeowners also benefit from
some real estate-related tax write-offs
like mortgage interest.
Sixty percent of the average homeowner’s wealth is their home’s equity. For
homeowners who are in their homes for
the long-term, home equity typically is
their single largest source of wealth.
Because every market is different, it’s
a good idea for potential homebuyers to
contact a local real estate specialist to
learn more about what’s happening in his
or her community and real estate market.
The bottom line in real estate doesn’t
change – if you’re ready to buy and can
afford to make a long-term homeownership commitment, it’s always a good time
to buy!#
Linda R. Martin can be reached at
443-6464. Prudential Gardner Realtors
is an independently owned and operated
member of Prudential Real Estate
Affiliates, Inc., a Prudential Financial
company. Visit the Prudential website at
www.prudentialgardner.com.

Happy New Year!
from the
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New year’s renewed commitments
By CRAIG GOODWIN
The first
month of a new
year is the best
time to renew
commitments
to a healthier
lifestyle as our
new year’s resolutions
are
being pondered
and hopefully
some of our old habits are being left
behind. It seems that every January we set
our focus on becoming more productive
and committed in beginning a fitness program and improving our diets, and by
December we look back and realize we may
not have done as good of a job as we
intended.
Beginning a fitness program is not the
difficult part, but getting into a routine that
will allow you to maintain that program

over the next 12 months and beyond is.
Setting goals is an important first step in
designing a program. If your goal is to lose
weight, gain strength, lower cholesterol or
reduce your blood pressure, you need to
design a program that will allow that to
happen. You need to start off slow and build
on a graduated program that will allow
your body to adapt to the exercise program
over time. Many of us become discouraged
and end up stopping our fitness programs
by overloading our programs up front and
not allowing our bodies to become conditioned over time. By starting off at a slower pace you allow your body to adapt and
will begin seeing and feeling the benefits of
that program in a short period of time.
Once you establish your program, set weekly or monthly goals that will allow progression in your routine and most of all will
help you stay consistent with your program.
If you are overweight there are powerful
reasons to lose 10 percent of your body
weight this year to significantly improve

The truth about colds and flu
By PAOLO ZAMBITO
Cold and
flu season is
upon us and
many in our
area will fall
prey to one of
these common
illnesses. Yet
all of the
advice about
“quick fixes”
leaves many
people confused about what will really help
prevent and treat cold and flu symptoms.
Widely misunderstood, the terms “cold”
and “flu” are often used interchangeably,
even though they are very different diseases. Although they are both common illnesses that are passed through contact,
colds are usually signaled by sneezing, congestion and possibly a low-grade fever.
“Complications of a cold are generally less
serious than those of the flu,” says Dr. Najy
Masri, internist and director of Hospitalist
Services at Ochsner Medical CenterKenner. “The flu usually hits harder and
faster than a cold and is marked by severe
body aches and sudden high fever.” It is also
possible that the flu can lead to dangerous
complications, such as pneumonia, especially in those with weak immune systems.
And while one out of three people with the
flu may have an upset stomach, this is rarely
the main symptom of the flu. This is
because the influenza virus affects the respiratory system, not the digestive system.
Dr. Masri explains that when it comes
to the flu, prevention remains the best treatment. The most effective way to prevent the
flu is to get a flu shot if they are available,

but some of the other ways to prevent getting a cold or the flu include:
Washing your hands, since most cold
and flu viruses are spread by direct contact.
Not touching your face since viruses
enter your body through the eyes, nose or
mouth.
Drinking plenty of water, which prevents dehydration.
Not smoking, which depletes the
immune system and is associated with a
higher chance of getting the flu.
But sometimes, as much as we may try
to prevent it, it is still possible that you may
catch a cold or get the flu. In hopes of a
speedy recovery, often people run to the
doctor asking for antibiotics. Yet Dr. Masri
says, “Because colds and flu are caused by
viruses, not bacteria, antibiotics are useless
in treating them.” Doctors also advise
against overusing medications to relieve
symptoms since it is best to actually let
them run their course. “Those annoying
symptoms are part of the natural healing
process and evidence that the immune system is battling illness,” says Dr. Masri. A
low-grade fever is the body’s way of “burning off ” offending germs and coughing
helps clear the lungs of infected secretions.
Dr. Masri says that the cornerstones of
a fast recovery when it comes to battling a
cold or the flu are in fact quite simple: rest
and drinking plenty of fluids. #
Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive
officer at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
and has served in this role for three years.
Zambito has been at the Kenner facility for
over 16 years. For more information, contact OMC-Kenner at the corner of West
Esplanade and Loyola Avenue in Kenner,
call 468-8600 or visit www.ochsner.org.

your health. Among the benefits you can
expect after dropping 10 of your weight are
improved blood pressure, improved heart
health, lower cholesterol, decreased risk of
diabetes, less pain associated with arthritis,
joint disease or lower back pain, decreased
risk of colon and breast cancer and more
energy.
This is a great time of year to start a fitness program and begin a diet that will benefit you in a healthier lifestyle for the rest
of the year. Exercise is the medicine for
many ailments in our society that cause
poor health. Start today. Get out a pen and
paper and start setting those goals. Then
lace up those running shoes and get out

there where the work is hard, but the benefits are great and far more rewarding. #
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is
president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy, located at 3921 Williams
Boulevard with two other locations in
Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical School
Department of Allied Health, Department
of Physical Therapy, in 1987. Anyone who
has experienced an injury and would like to
find out why it happened and what can be
done to help restore normal function in that
area, can email the professionals at
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

SUPER CELLULAR
by

Specializing in Wireless Post-Paid & Pre-Paid Plans,
Bill Payment, and Accessories.
Come In Today for Your FREE Rate Plan Consultation.
2 Locations To Serve You.
“Let Super Cellular put you on a plan that fits you.”
KENNER: 705 WEST ESPLANADE
504.469.9799
DESTREHAN: 12519 AIRLINE HWY
985.764.2021

SPECIAL

FREE
BLUETOOTH

with

PLUS MOST MAJOR CARRIERS

New Activation
Model may vary

Hours: Mon - Fri 10am-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 11am-5pm

KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD.
KENNER, LA 70065
504-443-5152

KENNER’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!
Se habla Español

METAIRIE & WESTBANK LOCATIONS
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COMPLETELY RENOVATED

OPEN – NOW BOOKING
THIRD GENERATION MESSINA FAMILY

When heirs disagree
By JAMES L. MELCHERS

2717 WILLIAMS BOULEVARD

469-7373

WEDDING RECEPTIONS, BIRTHDAY PARTIES,
ANNIVERSARY PARTIES, REUNIONS,
COMPANY PARTIES, REHEARSAL DINNERS,
CORPORATE BANQUETS & LUNCHEON BUFFETS

150 Guests/3 Hours – $28 per person
Price includes:
Unlimited food and beverage,
Complete cocktail buffet including
pasta & carving stations,
Continuous passed hors d’oeuvres,
Call brand open bar, Cake,
Room rental, Disc jockey,
Parking and Gratuity.

TAKE OUT AND OFFSITE

Catering Available

COCKTAIL MUFFULETTAS, ITALIAN SALAD,
ITALIAN STUFFED ARTICHOKE BALLS,
COCKTAIL MEATBALLS,
SEAFOOD OR CHICKEN ANDOUILLE
GUMBO, CORN & CRAB BISQUE,
OYSTER PATTIES, HOMEMADE
BREAD PUDDING WITH BOURBON SAUCE

2 ROOMS

INTIMATE – 50 OR LESS
PARTIES, DINNERS, LUNCHEONS

MARIA ISABEL ROOM
50 – 200 PEOPLE

#

# Law

Frequently,
children inheriting from a
parent have
disagreements,
but most of the
time the conflicts can be
settled without
litigation.
There are situations, however, when litigation cannot be
avoided.
For example, two sisters, Donna and
Debra, inherited their parents house in
equal portions. Donna wanted to buy out
Debra and keep the house for one of her
children. There was much animosity
between these adult women.
The situation over the house could not
be resolved amicably even though Donna
and her lawyer had tried diligently to purchase her sister’s interest.
The property was a single family residence, with each sister owning a one-half
interest in the property. The property was
originally appraised at Donna’s request
and given a value of $300,000.
Debra requested a second appraisal
and the property was valued at between
$325,000 and $375,000. In response to the
second appraisal, Donna offered to purchase Debra’s one-half interest in the property but Debra failed to respond.
Donna then hired a third appraiser who
concluded that the home was valued at
$400,000. Donna made a written offer of
$200,000 based on the third appraisal to
purchase Debra’s interest.
Debra failed to respond to this offer
after many requests by Donna and her
lawyer and eventually Donna withdrew her
offer.
In a final effort to amicably partition
the property without judicial involvement
Donna made a third offer to Debra based
on several comparable properties sold
within the previous six months. The offer
was rejected by Debra. Donna finally had
to file an action seeking “Judicial Partition
by Licitation.”
According to the Louisiana Civil
Code, no one may be compelled to hold a
thing in indivision with another. In other
words, any co-owner has the right to
demand partition of a thing held in indivision. Partition may be determined by
agreement among the co-owners or, in the
absence of agreement, any co-owner may
demand that the courts divide the property
between the owners.
There are two types of judicial partition, partition in kind and partition by licitation. Partition in kind is ordered by the
courts when it is possible for the thing to
be physically divided without diminishing

the value of the property. In the case
involving Donna and Debra, the house
could not reasonably be divided by partition in kind because the house sits on a
single lot. Therefore, the property must be
partitioned by licitation absent an amicable resolution.
Debra would like the property to be
placed on the market and sold at private
sale rather than by public sale but doing
this is contrary to Louisiana law. The Civil
Code provides the procedure for partitions
between co-owners. Partitions can be
either extrajudicial or judicial. Partitions
must be judicial when co-owners cannot
agree upon an extrajudicial partition.
Article 1339 further states that when a
property cannot be divided physically
because of the nature of the property, it
should be sold at public auction. There is
no provision for private sale, and public
auction is mandatory when partition in
kind is unavailable.
The courts have said that a private sale
is allowed prior to a public sale only if
there is agreement between the parties as
to the thing, the price and consent. This
was likely intended to allow agreeing coowners to avoid the time and expense of a
public sale in lieu of a private sale. Donna
and Debra, however, cannot agree and
therefore a partition by private sale is not
an option.
There is no requirement that an
appraisal and minimum bid be held for a
partition by public sale and in several
other forms of judicial sales. Courts have
discretion to request an appraisal and minimum bid, but a partition by public sale
may not be voided if a minimum bid or
appraisal is not obtained. In Donna and
Debra’s case, the judge need not order an
appraisal because the property has already
been appraised on three separate occasions.
Despite this, Debra has asked the court
for another appraisal. It is believed that
Debra is only doing this to harass Donna
and prolong the proceedings. Hopefully,
these ladies will reach a solution when
they both truly understand how much less
money they will receive if this property is
sold at public auction. #
James L. Melchers is the senior attorney at Melchers Law Firm, located at 909
West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and the
firm’s primary areas of practice are estate
planning, wills, trusts, successions, real
estate, corporate law, and personal injury.
Melchers can be reached at 467-1092 or
visit the website at www.melcherslawfirm.com. Melchers Law Firm is now open
one Saturday morning each month.
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Wood destroying insects
By DAN DORMADY
Except for
the uppermost
northern states,
wood-destroying
organisms
(WDO) are a
concern to homeowners. Why?
Because they are
“wood destroying” and since
most of our
homes are built with wood, they will eat your
house!
The most common and most destructive
type of WDO that we are all familiar with is of
course termites, a wood destroying insect
(WDI).
Unlike most other WDOs, termites eat the
wood. Others nest in the wood and are therefore
less destructive. Termites are organized and hungry! Colonies will often have tens of thousands
of members. That’s a lot of mouths to feed.
While often confused with ants (of the same
insect family as bees and wasps), termites are of
their own insect order (Isoptera). The origin of
the name is Greek, “Iso” meaning equal and
“pteron” meaning wing. Winged termites have
four wings (two on each side) of equal length.
Termites are industrious. Each member has
a clear function within the colony. There are
workers, soldiers and reproductives. The workers are small (about 1/8 inch long) and they are
blind and wingless. They forage for food and
water, construct and maintain the mud tubes,
feed and groom other termites, care for eggs and
the young and participate in some colony
defenses. The soldiers are larger than the workers and handle most of the colony defenses. The
reproductives’ purpose is obvious.
There are many types of termites – more
than 2,500 worldwide. The most common in the
United States are subterranean, drywood and
dampwood. Due to some careless control of
materials imported into the United States,
Formosan termites have also been discovered in
our area but are still far less common than the
others. Formosan termites are of increased concern because they are larger and more aggressive.
Although termites are the king of WDOs
(they eat wood), they are slow eaters. Thus, discovering a termite infestation is not cause for an
emergency. Treatment is effective and can be
handled in a few months without causing additional problems.
Subterranean termites are the most common. They mostly nest in damp ground (for the
moisture) and travel to your house for food. You
might say they commute to work! Except in limited stages of the life of certain members of the
colony (mostly the reproductives), they never go
out in the light. In fact, the workers of most
species do not have eyes.
Mud tubes, typically ? to one inch wide,
extending from the ground to the wood framing
of your home, are the most common evidence of

subterranean termites. Mud tubes are typically
on the foundation walls but can be freestanding.
Termites are pretty good builders! Mud tubes
allow the termites to commute to your home
(their restaurant!) without being in daylight.
Other evidence that you have a termite problem
is damaged wood. It may appear rotted, but close
examination will reveal a cellular-like structure,
as the termites eat the softer cellulose between
the harder grain structures. Some woods are
favored over others, mostly because they’re softer (there is no evidence that termites choose
wood based on flavor or other gourmet characteristics!).
So, you have termites. Now what? There are
many approaches to control, some of which
favor new construction.
In an existing home, soil treatment is generally the best. Treatment falls into two categories,
repellent and non-repellent. Repellents cause
termites to avoid the area. Thus, the treatment
must be continuous to be effective. Spot, or
localized, treatments do not work since termites
will find their way around them. Repellents
should be applied by licensed, trained applicators/companies. Non-repellents are toxic to termites and will typically eliminate a colony near
your house within three to six months. However,
non-repellents are still less common in the marketplace.
In the past, chlorinated hydrocarbons, such
as Chlordane, were commonly used as a repellent for termite protection. However, such materials have been banned in most states due to
health and environmental concerns. Other materials have been developed to replace chlorinated
hydrocarbons and are generally effective. These
include the brand names of Dragnet and Demon.
Chemically, they are pyrethroids. These repellents require proper application to be effective.
Any termite treatment should be renewed
periodically. Yearly inspections are important. A
credible termite control company should provide
a warranty for the effectiveness of their work. In
new construction, the essential approach to termite control includes physical barriers and separation between the ground and the wood.
If you have a termite problem, you should
do the following:
Talk to the Louisiana Department of
Agriculture and Forestry (225-925-3770) to find
out what is permitted for termite control and
what licensure is required for termite control
companies.
Talk to at least three different termite control
companies to get information about cost, frequency of inspections and warranties.
Compare what you learn and select a company.
When their work is complete, be sure to get
and keep all the related paperwork.
Do not try to treat termites yourself, as the
chemicals are dangerous and you probably will
not be as effective as a licensed professional. #
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector (LSBHI
#10273) and the president of CriteriumDormady Engineers, a locally owned consulting

engineering firm specializing in residential and
commercial building inspection services.
Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box
113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteri-

umdormady@cox.net.
Engineers’ website
dormady.com.

Criterium-Dormady
is www.criterium-

CENTURY
TITLE
“WE CLOSE REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS FOR YOU”

RANDY LOVITT
Notary Public

R E A L E S TAT E
TITLE TRANSFERS
Real Estate Sales, Mortgages,
Donations, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
• Expert Closing Assistance — In Operation over 12 years
• In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys — You’ll need this
• We keep you Informed — We return your Calls
• Our Costs are Competitive — Our Work is Accurate
One Lakeway Center
3900 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 605 • Metairie, Louisiana 70002

830-7979

FAX 831-2609

JUMBO BUFFET
CHINESE, AMERICAN AND JAPANESE CUISINE

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BUFFET

OVER
250 ITEMS
DAILY

$1 OFF
Any Buffet

Lunch or Dinner
Dine In Only No Carryout

JUMBO BUFFET

Offer expires 1/31/08
With this coupon.
Limit one coupon per table.
Valid any day.
Not valid with other offers or discounts.

$2 OFF
Total Bill

of $20 or More
Dine In Only No Carryout

JUMBO BUFFET

DINNER
BUFFET

4PM-10PM MON.-THURS.

$9.99

4PM-11PM FRI. & SAT.

$10.99

LUNCH
BUFFET
$6.50

10% OFF

SUNDAY
BUFFET

JUMBO
BUFFET
Offer expires 1/31/08

11AM-3:30PM MON.-THURS.

$10.99

3550 Williams Blvd. • Kenner
(In Shopping Center behind Chase Bank, Next to French Riviera)

712-0388
FAX: 712-0338
Children
Under 3
FREE

Offer expires 1/31/08
With this coupon.
Limit one coupon per table.
Valid any day.
Not valid with other offers or discounts.

10%

Senior Citizen
Discount
(65 yrs
or older)

TOTAL BILL

With this coupon.
Limit one coupon per table.
Valid any day.
Not valid with other offers or discounts.

$5 OFF
Total Bill

Of 5 Persons or More
Dine In Only One Coupon per table
Dinner Only – Cannot Separate Bills
for Multiple Coupon Redemption

JUMBO BUFFET

Offer expires 1/31/08
With this coupon.
Limit one coupon per person.
Valid any day.
Not valid with other offers or discounts.
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WE HAVE A NEW LOCATION.
You’re going to love it!
••
••
••
••

By GLENN DOTTOLO

Fresh
Fresh moves,
moves,
Wonderful
Wonderful atmosphere
atmosphere
new
new music,
music,
Ample
pure
Ample parking
parking
pure motivation.
motivation.
Convenient
driving
routes
Convenient driving routes
Still
Still have
have our
our great
great music
music and
and wonderful
wonderful workouts!
workouts!

Kenner Jazzercize Center
4228 Williams Blvd., Ste. 205
Kenner, LA 70065
(Between Vintage and the Lake)
504.443.6666
for everyone
www.jazzercize.com

See you at our new location.
Thankforyou
your years
of over
dancing!
thefor
beginner,
the
weight, and those that don’t
want to jump

for everyone

for the beginner, the over
weight, and those that don’t
want to jump
for 5 - 12 year olds

for those that want
more

for 5 - 12 year olds
Kenner Jazzercise Center
for those
want
more
SPECIAL
NEWthat
YEAR
OFFERS!
4228 Williams Blvd., Ste. 205
(Between Vintage and the Lake)
See you at our new location.
504.443.6666
Thank you for your years of dancing!

Join
Join anytime!
anytime! www.jazzercise.com
www.jazzercise.com

Introducing the
NEW GulfBank.com
Our new site makes it even easier for
you to pay your bills, transfer funds
and manage your money...
anytime, anywhere.
The new GulfBank.com.

GULF COAST Faster, easier, and still
open 24 hours
INTRODUCING GULFBANK.COM
PLEASE PLACE

Build with us

MEMBER
FDIC

Financial new year
Many of us
start the new
year by making resolutions
for improving
our
lives.
Often the resolutions include
the desire to
reduce weight,
exercise more
and eliminate bad habits. But this can be a
great time to make some financial resolutions
as well.
Unfortunately for most people, financial
resolutions tend to take the form of simply
thinking and saying you will save more and
spend less. As laudable as those goals might
seem to be, their vagueness makes them hard
to focus on, and most important, difficult to
achieve.
Instead, let me suggest that you consider
more specific goals that have proven to work
well over time.
Begin by measuring your debt. Many
financial planners have found that the following ratios work well for most people.
Total vehicle debt should be less than 50
percent of annual income.
Total mortgage debt should be no more
than twice annual income.
Total of all monthly payments should be
no more than 50 percent of monthly income.
To get your financial house in order, look
at what your ratios are when applying your
debt to the above equations. If your numbers
fall higher than the desired ratios, you should
set a timeline and follow it to become financially sound.
First look at your car debt. Consider
replacing your vehicles with ones that are
more economical both in cost and in debt
involved. For example, an expensive SUV
could be sold and replaced with a used but
dependable smaller car. If by chance you
have an extra car, by all means sell it. Realize
that cheaper vehicles will result in insurance
savings and monthly gas savings as well.
One of the problems we Americans face
is being constantly bombarded by advertising
that brainwashes us into believing we have to
have the newest things and keep up with our
neighbors and friends. This influence pressures us into buying things we can’t afford.
However, if we ignore that pressure, and use
the ratios as guidelines, we can realistically
achieve financial stability.
After getting your car situation in line
you should next look at your total debt payments. If your fixed debt repayment is above
50 percent of your gross income, you will
never have enough money to go around.
The best way to rectify this situation is to
begin by not making the situation any worse.
You have to go on a cash-only diet beginning
now. Quit using charge cards – not for gas,
food or anything else. Pay for all of your pur-

chases in cash. This won’t be easy at first but
it will keep your financial hole from getting
any deeper and if you have to pull actual cash
out of your pocket it may also make you think
twice about whether or not you really need to
make a purchase.
After at least two months of paying by
cash only, check your total monthly credit
card payments and rank them from highest
interest rate to the lowest. Begin to apply any
excess cash as extra payments on the most
expensive interest rate balance first. Once
that is paid, apply all of that payment to the
next most expensive debt. Many people find
that with financial discipline their unsecured
loans can be paid in full in about three years.
Finally, many people get overextended by
buying a house that is too expensive. This
might have seemed like a good idea when
home prices went up year after year but we
are now seeing that those prices can also go
down. It is probably best not to buy a home
that costs more than twice your annual
income. If you are already in that situation
you should probably stay and work it out over
time since we are in a period of declining
home prices.
If however you are really stressed making
the monthly payment, go ahead and sell your
home and get into something more affordable.
With a little financial discipline you can
make 2008 a great year. #
Glenn Dottolo, manager of Gulf Coast
Bank & Trust’s Kenner Branch Office on
Williams Boulevard, offers twenty-five years
of full service banking to his customers.
Dottolo can be contacted at 565-3655. Visit
Gulf Coast Bank & Trust’s website at
www.gulfbank.com.

POLITICAL REVIEW
(continued from page 5)

clear by that date.
Without the early caucuses, Louisiana
would be an afterthought in the presidential
race, since our primary is scheduled for
February 9, which is late in the process. The
early timing will force the major candidates to
at least spend some time in the state prior to
the caucuses. In recent weeks, Fred Thompson
visited Kenner and former Massachusetts
Governor Mitt Romney dropped by New
Orleans for a fundraising event, while U.S.
Senator John McCain (R-AZ) is scheduled to
campaign here in the near future.
At least some of the major candidates
have significant endorsements from state
leaders. GOP Congressmen Jim McCrery,
Richard Baker and Rodney Alexander have
all endorsed Mitt Romney. Congressman
Charles Boustany and U.S. Senator David
Vitter are supporting Rudy Giuliani, while
former New Orleans Councilman Bryan
Wagner and former Governor Buddy Roemer
continued on page 17

2008
Kenner Parks and Recreation
Winter/Spring Programs

?

?

?

??

??

?

?

?

?

?

?

LEISURE SERVICE DIVISION 468-7268
ATHLETIC DIVISION 468-7211

GAME ON!

K-TV76 CHANNEL 76
KENNER PARKS AND RECREATION
SHOW FEATURING HIGHLIGHTS
OF ATHLETIC AND LEISURE SERVICE
PROGRAMS AND EVENTS OF
INTEREST TO THE COMMUNITY.
(GO TO KTV76.COM
FOR SHOW DAYS AND TIMES)

REGISTRATION FOR LEISURE SERVICE PROGRAMS WILL BEGIN SATURDAY,
JANUARY 12, 2008 AT THE LEISURE SERVICE OFFICE, 2508 20th ST.
KENNER RESIDENTS MAY REGISTER FROM 10:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. AND NON-KENNER
RESIDENTS MAY REGISTER FROM 12:00 NOON - 2:00 P.M. AFTER JANUARY 12,
REGISTRATION IS TAKEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:15 A.M. - 5:45 P.M.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL THE LEISURE SERVICE OFFICE AT 468-7268 OR
468-7284 OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.KENNER.LA.US/RECREATION.HTML

Welcome…The Department of Parks and Recreation is constantly striving to provide quality programs and facilities to the
citizens of Kenner. This brochure is designed to inform the community of the various activities provided in Athletics and Leisure Services.

2008
CITY OF KENNER
HOLIDAY CALENDAR
New Years Day . . . . . . . . . . . .Tues., January 1
Martin Luther King, Jr. . . . . . .Mon., January 21
President’s Day (observed) . . . . .Mon., February 4
Mardi Gras Day . . . . . . . . . . .Tues., February 5
Good Friday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fri., March 21
Memorial Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mon., May 26
Independence Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fri., July 4
Labor Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mon., September 1
Thanksgiving Day . . . . . . .Thurs., November 27
Veterans Day (observed) . . . . . .Fri., November 28
Christmas Day . . . . . . . . . .Thurs., December 25

KPRD LEISURE SERVICE DIVISION POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
1. Registration for all Recreation Leisure Service Programs will
take place at the Leisure Service office located at 2508 20th
Street, corner of Roosevelt. You may also print a registration
form online at kenner.la.us and mail it to our office address
with check or money order. (Exceptions: Children’s Dance, Day
Camp, Gymnastics and Karate may not register online.)
2. Regular registration will only be accepted on Monday Friday, 9:15 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. The Leisure office closes
promptly at 5:45 for registration.
3. Registration will not be accepted from class instructors or
at any facility where class is conducted.
4. All registrations must be completed in person or printed
from the website and mailed in. Only parents are permitted
to register their child/children.
5. Proof of residency required at time of registration. A current utility bill or driver’s license is the only acceptable form
of proof for Kenner residents to receive the Kenner
residence fee for the Leisure programs A copy of proof of
residency must be mailed in with your form and payment to
receive the Kenner resident fee.

New Years Eve (observed) . .Fri., January 2, 2009

6. Regular listed program fee applies for all Kenner
residents. A non-Kenner resident $5.00 surcharge will be
applied to each program that the student participates in.
(Exceptions: Children’s Dance, Day Camp, Gymnastics and
one and two day workshops)

NO PROGRAMS OR CLASSES WILL BE HELD
ON THE CITY OF KENNER HOLIDAYS LISTED ABOVE.
CLASSES OR PROGRAMS THAT OCCUR ON A
HOLIDAY WILL NOT BE RESCHEDULED.

7. Family plan: applies to all Kenner and non-Kenner students, for all children’s programs only. Family plan fee for
2nd, 3rd, 4th, etc., child will be half-price of program fee
paid for 1st child. (Exceptions: Children’s Day Camp and one
and two day workshops) NO FAMILY PLAN FOR ADULTS.

Christmas Eve

(observed)

. . . . .Fri., December 26

New Years Day . . . . . .Thurs., January 1, 2009

8. Senior Citizens: (55 and older) will receive a 10%
discount on all registrations for themselves. A copy of your
drivers license must be mailed in to receive the 10% Senior
Discount.
9. Students must register for each new session of Kenner
Parks and Recreation Leisure Service programs, by
completing a new registration form. Program fee must be
paid in full prior to student attending class.
10. Classes are on a first come, first serve basis; however,
Kenner residents take precedence over non-Kenner
residents. Fees are required when you register. Check or
money order will be the only form of payment. NO CASH
ACCEPTED! Also, A SEPARATE CHECK MUST BE WRITTEN
FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL PROGRAM. Please make check or
money order payable to Kenner Parks and Recreation
Department or K.P.R.D.
11. Please keep a record of dates and times of classes in
which you register. You are to attend the first class, unless
otherwise notified by the Leisure Service office.
12. Registration may be accepted after classes begin
provided the class is not full and it is approved by the
Leisure Service Manager; however, CLASSES ARE NOT
PRO-RATED. To ensure your participation in the class/
program, please register on specified registration date.
13. Eligibility Age: Children between the ages of (6) six
and (16) sixteen years old. Child must be (6) six years old
before starting date of class to be eligible for participation
in any Recreation Leisure Service programs with the
exception of the Dance, Gymnastics and Day Camp programs. The Dance program will accept (3) three-year old students, Gymnstics program will accept (4) four-year-old students and Day Camp will only accept children between the
ages of (5) and (11) eleven years old.

14. ALL CHILDREN must provide proof of age upon
registration. An original birth certificate will be the only
form of acceptable age documentation. A copy of participants’
birth certificate will be made by K.P.R.D. staff only and will
be kept on file in the Leisure Service office. (Exception: Any
program that is less than 16 weeks)
15. All classes have minimum enrollment requirements that
vary from one program to another. Kenner Parks and
Recreation Department reserves the right to cancel,
combine, or divide class; change date, time, or location of
classes; change instructor assignments; make other revisions
as deem necessary. Individual classes provide their own
rules and regulations in addition to the rules and regulations of the Kenner Parks and Recreation Department.
16. Refund Policy: If a class is cancelled by the Leisure Service
Division, a full refund will be made. NO refunds once a class
has begun. If a refund is requested and approved, a 10%
service charge of the class fee will be deducted. All refunds will
be in the form of a check and will be processed within TEN
WORKING DAYS. NO CASH REFUNDS.
17. NSF Check Policy: There will be a $25.00 charge for all
checks returned NSF. The NSF check fee of $25.00 plus the
class registration fee must be paid with a CASHIERS/CERTIFIED
CHECK or MONEY ORDER ONLY, and within (3) three days of
notification or before the next class students attends, whichever comes first. Student will not be permitted to participate in
class until the matter is resolved. When this problem is
properly concluded, student may resume participation in class.
18. All of the above mentioned will be enforced. Failure to
follow these policies and procedures will result in rejection
of your registration.

2008 LEISURE SERVICE WINTER/SPRING CHILDREN AND TEEN PROGRAMS
Registration for Leisure Service Programs listed below will begin Saturday, January 12, 2008 from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. for Kenner residents and
for Non-Kenner residents from 12 noon - 2:00 p.m. at the Leisure Service Office, 2508 20th Street with the exception of those noted (*).
After January 12, registration is taken weekdays from 9:15 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. at the Leisure Service Office or
you may visit our website www.kenner.la.us/recreation.html for mail in registration and procedures.

ARTS & CRAFTS

SCIENCE

FITNESS

NEW!!

PINTSIZE DRAWING & PAINTING - Ages 7-12

TENNIS - Ages 7-14

MAD ABOUT MATTER - Ages 6 - 12

Young artist will be introduced to the fun filled world of
drawing and painting. They will use watercolors to complete
at least 3 paintings. The course will end with an art show.
Supplies included in class fee. Instructor: Lois Brown

Beginner (Ages 7-14) - For the player that has never taken lessons.
Advanced Beginner (Ages 8-14) - For the player that has
already had Beginner lessons, knows scoring and is able
to use techniques for basic strokes.
Intermediate - Took Beginner and Advanced Beginner
courses. Able to serve and rally with consistency and
place shots. Instructor: Ellie Chavis

Have an exciting time with polymers! Create a marshmallow
molecule. Become an alchemist and turn paper clips and nickels into gold! Watch exciting demonstrations showing physicial and chemical changes then do your own experiments with
chemical changes. Make Mad Science Putty to take home. $5
supply fee to be paid at workshop. Instructors: Mad Science

Classes Held:
Fridays
February 15 - April 11
4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Class Fee: $35.00
Fassbender Center

FITNESS
GYMNASTICS - Ages 4 & up
Classes for boys and girls will include instruction on the
balance beam, vault, uneven bar, and tumbling.
Instructors: Sharon Irizzary, Melissa Davis, Sophia Bass.
Class Fee: Kenner - $37.50, Non-Kenner $62.50
Classes Held:
January 19 - May 3

Barbre Gym

Saturdays
Ages 4 & 5: 9:00 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.
Beginners (all ages): 9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.
Boys: 11:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.
Tuesdays
Ages 4 & 5: 5:15 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

2008 DAY

NEW!!

Classes Held:
Wednesday
March 12 - April 30
4 p.m.-5 p.m.-Beg. (9 & up)
5 p.m.-6 p.m.-Adv. Beg.
6 p.m.-7 p.m.-Intermediate
Alabama Tennis Courts

Thursday
March 13 - May 1
4 p.m.-5 p.m.-7 & 8 yr. olds only
5 p.m.-6 p.m.-Beginner (9 yrs. & up)
Alabama Tennis Courts
Class Fee: $40.00

Workshop Held:
March 29
1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class Fee: $15.00 per child

COOKING
Parent and Child - Ages 4 & up
EASTER COOKIE BLOSSOM WORKSHOP
See Adult Listing on following page.

KARATE - Ages 6-14
This is a Tae Kwon Do Karate white belt beginners class that
will teach self esteem, confidence, discipline, positive thinking, eye-hand coordination, balance, flexibility, self defense
and respect for others. Instructor: Candace Frisard
Classes Held:
Tuesday & Thursday
January 15 - April 25
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class Fee: $44.00

Need something for the kids to do during Spring
Send them to our Spring Camp! Activities
Spri ng Break?
will
range
Arts & Crafts to indoor/outdoor
Br eak games andfrom
field trip. Lots of fun for the kids!
C amp

March
24 - 28
Daily Fee
Available

Ages 5 - 11 Limited to 25 children
Location: Fassbender Center
Camp Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Before Care: 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
After Care: 3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Fee: $60 Kenner Residents
$70 Non-Kenner Residents

NEW!!

2008 Summer Day Camp Registration for Ages 5 - 11
Begins Saturday, May 10 Leisure Service Office

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. – Kenner Residents

• 12 noon - 2:00 p.m. – Non-Kenner Residents

Registration will remain open at the Leisure Service Office Monday through Friday, 9:15 a.m.-5:45 p.m. until maximum enrollment is reached.

2008 LEISURE SERVICE WINTER/SPRING ADULT PROGRAMS
Registration for Leisure Service Programs listed below will begin Saturday, January 12, 2008 from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. for Kenner residents and
for Non-Kenner residents from 12 noon - 2:00 p.m. at the Leisure Service Office, 2508 20th Street with the exception of those noted (*).
After January 12, registration is taken weekdays from 9:15 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. at the Leisure Service Office or
you may visit our website www.kenner.la.us/recreation.html for mail in registration and procedures.

SPECIAL INTEREST

ARTS & CRAFTS

*CERAMICS

Adult ceramic classes will be offered for the
Winter/Spring. Classes will consist of one class a
week for a month. Class Fee: $16.00 per month.
(Must register at Ceramics Studio, call 468-7593.)
Morning Program
Tues. or Thurs.
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center

Night Program
Mon., Tues. OR Wed.
6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Fassbender Center

SPRING CROSS STITCH

Come and learn the East Coast Swing, West Coast
Swing, Cajun Two Step and more! Dancing as a couple is back in style. Instructor: Dave Sepuleveda

Learn this fun and simple craft. You will leave this
one time workshop with a cross stitch ready to
frame or for gift giving. Supply list given at registration. Instructor: Cheryl Roper.

LINE DANCING

Workshop Held
Wednesday
March 5
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Classes Held:
Monday (No class Feb. 4)
Session 1 - Jan. 28-March 17
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Class Fee: $25.00
Fassbender Center

NEW!!

Fassbender Center
Workshop Fee: $12.00

PAINT FOR FUN

An adult oil painting “recreation art” class that will
amaze each student with finished paintings. Students
will receive an art supply list at first class. Instructor:
Brenda Gruber
Class Held:
Tuesdays
Session 1 - Jan. 22 - March 11
Session 2 - March 18 - May 6
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Fassbender Center
Class Fee: $40.00

Tuesdays
Session 1 - Jan. 22 - March 11
Session 2 - March 18 - May 6
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fassbender Center
Class Fee: $40.00

Class Held
Thursdays
Session 1 - Jan. 24 - March 13
Session 2 - March 20 - May 8
2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Rivertown Cottage
Class Fee: $40.00

Thursdays
Session 1 - Jan. 24 - March 13
Session 2 - March 20 - May 8
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Rivertown Cottage
Class Fee: $40.00

COOKING
Parent and Child
EASTER COOKIE BLOSSOM WORKSHOP
Children must be age 4 or older
By the end of class each family will have a completed
Cookie Blossom to take home. Each will decorate the cookies and actually make their own blossom (one cookie blossom per family). Supply fee of $5.00 per family paid to
instructor. Instructor: Cheryl Roper
Workshop Held:
Saturday
March 15
11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class Fee: $15.00
(Parent and child)

Monday
Session 2 - March 24-May 5
8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Class Fee: $25 per person
Fassbender Center

Learn the newest line dances for exercise and fun. Oldies,
Rhythm and Blues, Top 40 and Country will be used to
teach all the dances. Instructor: Dave Sepuleveda
Classes Held:
Monday
Session 2 - March 24-May 5
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Class Fee: $25.00
Fassbender Center

LINE DANCE ADVANCED

Know all the “basic” line dances. If you are ready to
learn more complicated line dances, sign up for this
class. Instructor: Dave Sepulveda.
Classes Held:
Monday (No class Feb. 4)
Session 1 - Jan. 28-March 17
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Class Fee: $25.00
Fassbender Center

WATERCOLOR WORKSHOP
Learn the basic watercolor techniques. Beginner knowledge of drawing is not necessary. Supply list will be given
at registration. Instructor: Marian Hebert

BODY WORKOUT IN THE P.M.

COUPLE DANCING

Classes Held:
Monday (No class Feb. 4)
Session 1 - Jan. 28-March 17
8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Class Fee: $25 per person
Fassbender Center

FITNESS

Monday
Session 2 - March 24-May 5
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Class Fee: $25.00
Fassbender Center

LINE DANCING
ONE NIGHT WORKSHOP
Monday, January 14 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Workshop Fee: $12.00
Fassbender Center

NEW!!

PHOTOGRAPHY

This is a combination three day program. The class will
focus on burning fat, increasing metabolism, ab work,
strengthening with hand weights (optional leg weights),
cardio alternate with aerobics and kickboxing. The class
will end with stretching and relaxation techniques. AFAA
Certified Instructor: Mary Bergeron
Classes Held:
Session I: January 14 - March 14
Session II: March 17 - May 2
Fassbender Center
Mon., Wed. & Fri.
Class fee per session:
Mon. 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
$35.00

STRETCHING AND TONING IN THE A.M.
Are you a “morning person” and want to get your body
back in shape, join this great fitness program. Please bring
3 - 5 lb. hand weights. AFAA Certified Instructor: Mary
Bergeron
Class Held:
Mon., Wed. & Fri.
Fassbender Center
Mon. 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Class fee per session:
Session I: January 14 - March 14
$35.00
Session II: March 17 - May 2

TENNIS
Beginner - Player that has never taken lessons.
Advanced Beginner - Player that had Beginner lessons, knows scoring and is able to use techniques for
basic strokes.
Classes Held:
Wednesdays (Cannes Brulee)
March 12 - April 30
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Beginner
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Advanced Beginner
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Beginner
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Advanced Beginner
Instructor: A.J. Guitterrez
Thursdays (Alabama)
March 13 - May 1
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Beginner
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Advanced Beginner
Instructor: Ellie Chavis

DIGITAL SLR CAMERA

Class Fee: $40.00

Course will be exclusively for Single Lens Reflex Digital
Cameras. Students will learn the basics of photography with
emphasis on camera controls. Instructor: Mike Hernandez

TENNIS LEAGUES

Class Held:
Wednesdays
Feb. 13, 20, 27, March 12 Fassbender Center
6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Class Fee: $25.00

FITNESS
HATHA YOGA IN THE P.M.

A class open to al levels of practice where focus is on
breath relaxation, flexibility and balance. Poses of
varying levels of difficulty are introduced with modifications and intensifications.
Classes Held:
Monday and Wednesday
Session 1 - Jan. 23-Feb. 27
Session 2 - March 3-April 2
7:10 p.m. - 8:10 p.m.

NEW!!
Fassbender Center
Class Fee: $25.00
per session

Monday Night Men’s Double League - Players that
are level A and B+
Tuesday Night Mixed League Doubles - Players that
are level B+ and C
League played at Alabama, Cannes Brulee and Wentwood
Courts.
League registration will begin on Saturday, January 12,
from 12:00 noon - 2:00 p.m..
Kenner Residents - League Fee: $20.00
Non-Kenner Residents - League Fee: $25.00
Registration will remain open until leagues are filled.
Call 468-7268 for more information.
League play will begin the week of March 3 and will
continue until the week of May 5. Leagues are not for
beginners. Awards for 1st and 2nd place will be
given at the end of the league.

CITY OFFICIALS
Honorable Edmond J. “Ed” Muniz
Mayor
Honorable Steve Caraway
Chief of Police

Honorable Jeannie M. Black
Councilwoman At Large, Division B

Honorable Joe Stagni
Councilman, District 2

Honorable Maria C. DeFrancesch
Councilwoman, District 4

Honorable Michele P. Branigan
Councilwoman at Large, Division A

Honorable Marc E. Johnson
Councilman, District 1

Honorable Ben Zahn
Councilman, District 3

Honorable Kent H. Denapolis
Councilman, District 5

2008 LEISURE SERVICE WINTER/SPRING ATHLETIC PROGRAMS
KENNER PARKS AND RECREATION SOCCER REGISTRATION
WOODWARD GYM – WEEKDAYS 4:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.
BEGINNING MONDAY, JANUARY 7, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 468-7211

GYM, PLAYGROUND AND LEISURE SERVICE FACILITY LOCATIONS
KENNER PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR: KEN MARROCCOLI
ATHLETIC DIVISION
LEISURE SERVICE DIVISION

2001 34th STREET
2508 20th STREET

468-7211
468-7268

FACILITY

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE NO.

Barbre Gym
Buddy Lawson Playground
Buddy Lawson Gym
Butch Duhe Playground

1610
1824
1800
1710

468-4002
468-4098
468-7595
468-4082

Butch Duhe Gym
Fassbender Center
Galatas Gym
Galatas Playground

1930 10th Street
2508 20th Street
28 Earnest Avenue
41 Nassau Avenue

468-7296
468-7268
468-4019
468-4033

Greenlawn Playground
Keith Woodward Gym
Highway Park Playground
Lincoln Playground
Lincoln Gym
Muss Bertolino Gym
Muss Bertolino Playground
Susan Park Playground
Susan Park Gym
Wentwood Playground
Wentwood Adult Complex
Wentwood Gym
Westgate Playground
Woodlake Playground
Woodlake Gym
TENNIS COURTS
Alabama Tennis Courts
Cannes Brulee Tennis Courts

3323 Arkansas
2001 34th Street
3300 Roosevelt
3100 Tifton Street
3100 Tifton Street
600 W. Esplanade Avenue
620 W. Esplanade Avenue
2900 Gadsden Street
502 Veterans Blvd.
200 W. Loyola Drive
2 Furman Court
100 W. Loyola Drive
3535 Maine Street
15 W. Esplanade Avenue
15 W. Esplanade Avenue

468-7563
468-4032
468-4089
468-4074
468-7598
468-4086
468-4096
468-4066
468-7557
468-7546
468-7594
461-9471
468-4078
468-7281
461-9472

Rose Minor Tennis Courts
Wentwood Tennis Courts
Westgate Tennis Courts

520 Taylor Street
3 Georgetown
2635 Maine Avenue

Third Street
Short Street
Short Street
10th Street

4221 Alabama Street
Cattle Farm Road

CENTRALIZED
REGISTRATION
Participants must report to their local playground. If you are
a first time participant or you have an expired ID in any
sports program, you will be sent to Woodward gymnasium
for processing of the Centralized Registration Procedures.

Please bring an original birth certificate
and proof of residency!
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL 468-7211

ADULT SPORTS 2008
Men, Women and Mixed
Softball, Cabbage Ball,
Volleyball and Basketball
Leagues are forming.
For More info Call:
John 468-7211

KENNER PARKS AND RECREATION TRACK REGISTRATION
WEEKDAYS 6:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M. STARTING JANUARY 7, 2008 AT YOUR LOCAL PLAYGROUND.
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 468-7211 OR YOUR LOCAL PLAYGROUND.
BASEBALL REGISTRATION
BEGINNING MARCH 3, 2008 - 6:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M. AT YOUR LOCAL PLAYGROUND.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 468-7211 OR YOUR LOCAL PLAYGROUND
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# Gardening

#

What to do to your garden in January
By LYNNE DIMM
Because of
the
weather
during
the
month
of
January, most
people don’t go
outside to garden but instead
peruse books
and pictures of
garden items.
This is the time of year that many companies
send out picture catalogs with new plant
varieties and colors to get us excited about
planting and digging. Now is the time to
make a drawing of your garden beds. Look
through these catalogs, pick out new trees,
shrubs and annual color plants you would
like to use in your garden. Sketch them onto
your drawing until you like what you see.
Then select the plants you want to buy.
Next, clean out all weeds and add new
soil and peat moss recommended by your
local nursery.
The time to transplant or add new plants to
your garden is during the cold weather months.
Because plants do not grow their tops above
the soil during these chilly winter months, they
concentrate on developing stronger root systems underground. It is wise to use a root stim-

ulant to ensure healthy root system growth.
Also, be sure to water plants every other day in
the cold and windy weather.
Roses, when planted in January rather
than any other month, develop better
throughout the year. Bare root or containergrown roses can be planted now but only
container-grown roses can be planted after
this month.
Colorful bedding plants such as pansies,
alyssum, snapdragons, calendulas, stock,
dianthus, johnny jump ups and petunias can
be planted now.
This is also the best time to plant new
trees and also the best time to trim them
while they are defoliated. Your local nursery
or landscaper can be helpful in selecting the
kinds of trees best for this area. Trees are not
only beautiful but they provide shade and
help the environment and it is a shame we
lost so many to Katrina’s winds.
Have a happy new year! #
Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s
Nursery, LLC, located at 27 West 27th Street,
is a registered and licensed Louisiana horticulturist and landscape contractor, is a
wholesale grower of bedding plants and has
over 30 years experience in the industry.
Lynne Dimm can be reached via email at
lynnedimm@yahoo.com or by calling 4685467.

WANTED: NEW ASSOCIATES
We are looking for a few serious people to join our energetic and
progressive thinking company. You provide the energy and we will
provide everything you need to become a success in the real estate
industry. Call 504-443-6464 for more information.

Williams Office
LALA70065
Williams
Office 4140
3550Williams
WilliamsBlvd.
Blvd.Kenner,
Kenner,
70065
©2003. An independently owned and operated member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

ORTHOPEDIC CENTER FOR SPORTS MEDICINE
Luis M. Espinoza, M.D., Charles P. Murphy, M.D., Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

ZA, M.D.
LUIS M. ESPINO

Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine is a multispecialty center of excellence dedicated to providing the highest quality care for patients with injury or disease of the
musculoskeletal system. Charles P. Murphy, M.D., Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. and Luis
M. Espinoza, M.D. are fellowship trained and board certified orthopedic surgeons.
Their practice encompasses sports medicine, arthroscopy, joint replacement surgery, fracture care, and occupational injuries with focused expertise in surgery of
the shoulder and knee. The Orthopedic Center utilizes in house physical therapists

to facilitate recovery following injury or surgery. We are pleased to announce the
addition of an extremity MRI at our Metairie office for added patient convenience.
Drs. Espinoza, Murphy, and Lyons are pleased to announce their association as
orthopedic consultants to the New York Mets AAA affiliate New Orleans Zephyrs.
671 W. Esplanade Avenue, Suite 100, Kenner 467-5900
4921 Airline Drive, Metairie 889-2663
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#

Justice of Peace moves his office, still near City Hall
Wednesday nights to hear small claims
civil suits.

By ALLAN KATZ
Justice of the Peace Kevin Centanni,
from the Jefferson Parish Sixth Justice
Court, has moved his office, but is still
located near City Hall and is continuing
to hold court at night for those who can’t
make it during the day.
Centanni, who was previously located in the old police building behind City
Hall, has moved to a brown cottage
where the Kenner Planning Department
was previously located. The brown cottage is directly behind the old Kenner
Jail and is part of the City Hall campus.
The municipal address remains 1803
Williams Boulevard.
“I moved at the request of Mayor
Muniz who wanted to move his legal
department to the old police building,”
said Judge Centanni. “I will continue my
policy of being accessible at times convenient for the public, both during the
day and at night.”
Centanni said his regular office hours
are 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. but he is glad
to set up appointments any evening for
those who are tied up by their jobs during the day. To be more available to the
public, he holds court on Monday and
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By ALLAN KATZ
When you drive along Chateau
Boulevard in Kenner, turn your eyes
upward and you will see angels.
They are three-foot Christmas angels
and they hang in holiday splendor from the
telephone poles that line Chateau
Boulevard. “They are objects of beauty and
they represent the spirit of the season,” said
Kenner resident Sandy Courvoisier, a professional photographer and civic activist.
“There are 22 of them and they can be
found along the length of Chateau
Boulevard.”
The story of the Christmas angels on
Chateau Boulevard begins approximately
nine years ago at a meeting of the Chateau
Estates Civic Organization. The president
of CECO suggested the project and
Courvoisier, a current member and new

Call Now
For Parties,
Group
Events,
Rehearsal

STEAK
NIGHT
Wed
nesday

NEW PRICES
FOR THE CASUAL & BUSINESS DINER

LUNCH UNDER $10

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday – 11-3
NEW HOURS
SUNDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY: 11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

VIDEO

POKER

3525 Williams Blvd.
(1 block North of West Esplanade)

466-5550

ices of the justice of the peace,” said
Centanni. #

Christmas angels continue to adorn Chateau
Boulevard due to two year volunteer effort

ITALIAN, SEAFOOD,
& STEAKS
BEST
S
PO-BOY
IN
KENNER

“I will make myself available at the
convenience of those who need the serv-

Wayne Busby
Live Weekend
Entertainment

board member, agreed to take it on.
Over a period of two years, she lined up
sponsors for the 22 Christmas angels at
$300 each for her “Adopt an Angel” project. Some of the sponsors are Franklynn
Pest Control, Alpine Cleaners, Mayor Ed
Muniz and Chateau Golf and Country
Club. “We ran stories in our civic bulletin
and that helped,” said Courvoisier. “But
most of it was just making hundreds of
phone calls until we had enough sponsors
to assure that angels would cover the length
of Chateau Boulevard.”
Courvoisier said she was further motivated by those who told her that it would be
impossible to line up sponsors for 22

angels. “I believed in the angels and their
Christmas destiny,” said Courvoisier.
“Those of little faith only served to highly
motivate me.”
“The Civic Organization Board is
extremely diligent in their efforts to make
Kenner shine,” said Courvoisier. “And I
received overwhelming support and assistance from everyone on the board to make
this project work.”
The angels have always been hung,
stored and cared for by the city of Kenner.
“We are grateful to the city for supporting
this project,” continued Courvoisier.
“Every year when they go up my friends
call to say ‘The angels are flying high!’” #

Free storm damage debris
pickup ends January 18
Kenner residents with any remaining
storm damage debris will have until
January 18 to place it at curbside in front
of their property for free pickup.
This debris is identified as building
and household items damaged as the
result of Hurricane Katrina and
Hurricane Rita and only those damaged
items that are torn out from a home or
household items that can no longer be
used, including carpet and other flooring,
appliances, bedding, furniture, clothing,
etc.
The Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) is working with the
state and Kenner to conduct a final sweep
though the city in January to haul off
piles of eligible hurricane-damaged
debris at no cost to the property owner.
After the sweep ends, all debris, whether
hurricane damaged or from construction
renovation or repairs will be the sole
responsibility of the property owner and
will have to be hauled away at the owner’s
expense.
To prepare for the final debris sweep
sponsored by the federal government,
officials from FEMA and the state will
tour Kenner street-by-street and note the
locations where debris is placed curbside
by the January 18 deadline. The type of
debris will be assessed and photographed
to determine that it is eligible storm-damaged debris and a certification will be
issued to include the material for free
pickup.
The city will then forward the certifi-

cates of eligible debris piles to Ramelli
Waste Inc., the city’s contract garbage
and trash collector, which will use special
trucks to haul away the eligible debris.
Officials are urging property owners
to separate storm damage debris from
garbage and new or repair construction
debris. If non-eligible material is mixed
in with eligible debris, it could result in
the entire debris pile being declared ineligible for free pickup.
It is the responsibility of the property
owner to provide for the removal of
repair and new construction debris like
pieces of new drywall, flooring, structural 2-by-4 or 2-by-6 wood, paint cans,
roofing and gutter pipes.
State and FEMA officials said that
when property owners hire contractors to
do repair and new construction, they
should make sure the contractors will
haul away debris created by their work or
the owner should make arrangements
with a private hauler to take the material
away. If this kind of debris is not picked
up in a reasonable time, city inspectors
will issue citations to property owners
requiring they address the problem.
Keith Chiro, director of inspection
and code enforcement of Kenner, urged
all Kenner citizens still dealing with hurricane-damaged property to act quickly
to place eligible debris at curbside in
front of their properties for the free collection. For further information, call 4686606. #
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The ministry of the child
By JOEY CLEVELAND
Matt 19:14
Let the children come to me, do not stop
them, because the kingdom of Heaven
belongs to such as these.
January 22 is
the anniversary
of Roe v. Wade,
which legalized
abortion
on
demand in the
United States for
all nine months
of pregnancy. We
Christians are
called to defend
all human life and to promote a culture of
life in the face of daunting odds. I was
made very aware of the sacredness of life
recently with the birth of my twelfth grandchild where I wrote the following:
I am writing this column from
Washington, D.C., where I am visiting my
daughter, Caroline, and her family. She
delivered her second child, Patrick, in early
November; and I must admit that I’m a
proud grandmother, or “JoJo” as they call
me. He really is a beautiful baby, though I
admit to being slightly prejudiced. But then
most people and things that we love are
beautiful to us, aren’t they?
Caroline, the two children, and I took
the public bus to the pediatrician’s office
for the baby’s one-week check-up. Just getting everyone and everything ready for the
outing was a major ordeal: two adults and
two children bundled up for the 45 degree
weather, a stroller for the toddler, the baby
in a sling worn across my chest, and a backpack on Caroline’s back to hold all the
paraphernalia needed for all emergencies
known especially to mothers of young children.
Well, the excursion headed out, and one
thing I’ve become aware of here in stark
contrast to home is that this is a pedestrian
city. Also, public transit is excellent; and
most residents use it, so off we went.
Most passengers looked as though they
were professionals going to work, and
many of them appeared somber until they
spied Caroline’s 16-month-old redheaded
Julia with the bunny hat perched on the top
of her head. It’s a comical sight that would
make almost anyone smile or outright
laugh when they see her, and it was a relief
for me on a bus of strangers to see the
entertaining effect she had as she babbled
incoherently with a rabbit sitting on the top
of her head. I call it the “ministry of the
child.” Young children are pure and innocent as they come to us fresh from God, and
their contribution to a room (or bus) full of
strangers can be magical. Total strangers
went from cautious and serious to laughing
in an instant.
As I pondered the “ministry of the

child,” I was reminded of a story Caroline
told me a few months ago. She and Julia
were riding the bus one day when the bus
had a layover of a few minutes in order to
stay on schedule. While they were stopped,
Julia looked out of the open window and
made eye contact with a homeless woman
who was sitting on a bench along with all of
her belongings. Julia waved to the woman,
and the woman smiled and waved back.
Then Julia started blowing her kisses. The
woman lit up! She became very animated,
blowing kisses back to Julia, telling Julia
how she loved her. This went back and forth
for almost five minutes – the banter
between the two of them was priceless.
They were both so innocently happy! The
woman looked at my daughter and said,
“You have a very special little girl. She can
even see the good in someone like me.” The
woman wiped the tears away from her
cheeks with open palms. As the bus pulled
away, the woman asked Caroline to pray for
her, and Caroline said she would. In a flash,
the woman was nameless and homeless
again sitting on a bus bench talking to herself.
The culture of death has such a stronghold on our society. Let us not grow weary
in affirming and defending all human life
whenever possible. One day your very life
may depend on it! #
Joey Cleveland is the widow of Carl
Cleveland, the Kenner Star Faithwalk
columnist from 1998 until his death July
2006. Joey Cleveland can be reached via
email at kenstarcwc@aol.com.

POLITICAL REVIEW
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(continued from page 14)

are backing John McCain. Mike Huckabee’s
state campaign is being organized by party
activist and fundraiser Sally Nungesser of
Baton Rouge. Governor elect Jindal has not
made an endorsement in the presidential race.
While the Republicans have opted for an
early caucus and will surely capture some of
the attention from GOP presidential candidates, Democratic voters in Louisiana will
have to wait until the primary on February 9
to cast a ballot in the election. As a result, it is
unlikely the leading Democratic candidates
for president will spend any significant time
in Louisiana during their heated nomination
fight. #
Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans
and his Louisiana based television program,
“Ringside Politics,” airs at 8:30 p.m. on
Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS
television station WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and
from 5:00 a.m. until 9:00 a.m. on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the
north shore. Visit Crouere’s website at
www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere
at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner Work • Struts
Brake Service • Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups CV Joints • Fuel Injection Cleaning

®

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireauto.com
www.scottystireauto.com
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# Retirement and Investments

#

How a Roth IRA could lower your taxes
By RONALD HAMPTON
Many people have heard of a Roth IRA but often times fail to
do the calculations necessary to see if the conversion of a regular
IRA to a Roth IRA is advantageous. And that’s understandable, as

M. Susan M. Felder, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY
4134 FLORIDA AVENUE, SUITE 101
KENNER, LOUISIANA 70065

(504) 469-6333

Office Hours By Appointment
Emergencies taken daily • New patients welcome.
Visa, Master Card, Discover Card accepted.

SINCE 1978

AFTER HOURS CLEANING
Restaurants, hotels &
large commercial buildings

450-1753
FREE ESTIMATES

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941
Fax (504) 888-8120

the tax on the conversion becomes immediately due.
However, if the investments in your IRA have lost value,
it could be the time to give this option your full attention.
When your IRA balance is down you can convert to
a Roth IRA, pay your tax on the reduced value, and
future distributions are tax free. Note that for the first
five years after conversion you may withdraw principal
tax free but withdrawal of earnings would be subject to
tax. Not everyone can take advantage of the Roth conversion, as your adjusted gross income must be under
$100,000. However, those people with income under
their control, such as business owners, may be able to
defer some income and make the Roth conversion.
This conversion is often advantageous for people
who plan to have growth oriented investments in their
IRA and plan to take advantage of much of their balance
during their lifetime. It’s also a great way to leave a tax
free inheritance to your IRA beneficiaries.
There are additional benefits to tax-free distributions from a Roth IRA. First, there are no required minimum distributions as with a regular IRA. Additionally,

you may pay less tax on your Social Security income.
Since the tax on Social Security income is calculated on
your total income, (minus distributions from a Roth
IRA), you may experience additional tax savings from a
Roth IRA conversion.
Also, if you are married, it is common that the
household income remains the same when one spouse
dies. This often pushes the single spouse into a higher
tax bracket as single people are often taxed more heavily than married people on the same income. By having
a Roth IRA the tax-free distributions may help a surviving spouse qualify for a lower tax bracket. #
Ronald Hampton is the principal of Retirement
Planning Associates located at 3500 North Causeway
Boulevard in Metairie. Hampton is a Certified
Retirement Financial Advisor™ and author of
“Retirement Land Mines and How to Avoid Them”©.
He can be reached at 1-800-569-2902 or ronaldghampton@cox.net. Hampton’s firm is a participant in the
Better Business Bureau CARE program.

# Community

#

Christmas tree pickup in January
Kenner is going to be using the same schedule as the
unincorporated areas of Jefferson Parish in collecting old
Christmas trees for use in the marsh areas of the parish.
The city’s garbage contractor, Ramelli Waste Inc., will
pick up the trees on January 10, 11, and 12. Residences
should plan to place their discarded trees at curbside the
night of January 9.

Only natural trees free of ornaments, flocking and
other decorations will be picked up.
The trees will be taken to a staging area in Lafitte
where they will be bundled and then deposited by volunteers into the areas of the marsh designated for protection
or restoration. #

Tip Club honors Bowden
Ted Bowden recently received the 22nd annual
Achiever of the year Award from Randy Lovitt, president elect of the Executive Achievers Association
(EAA). This award is given annually to the club member who best demonstrates leadership and service to the
organization. Bowden was also president of the club
during 2007.
The Executive Achievers Association is a business
owner networking group that meets biweekly to discuss
and promote business for its members. It consists of one
member from each industry classification. “The group
was formed in 1986 and has consistently provided quality business leads and management information to its
members,” said Lovitt. “Our breakfast meetings are held
at TeCoRo’s Restaurant in Kenner.”
For information on the EAA, call Randy Lovitt at
836-7136. #

Executive Achiever Association President-elect Randy
Lovitt awards outgoing president, Ted Bowden, the
22nd annual “Achiever of the Year” award.

TARGET MARKET KENNER CITIZENS?

THE KENNER ST#R
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# Health

#

Posterior cruciate ligament tears – The Reggie Bush Injury

By CHARLES P. MURPHY, M.D.

Posterior cruciate ligament (PCL) injuries occur
infrequently; the anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) is
injured 10-20 times more frequently. The mechanism of
PCL injury is usually a direct fall onto the ground where
the knee is forced in a posterior direction or a hyperextension injury. A pop or a tear sensation is only occasionally reported with a PCL tear. Pain and swelling are
usually the symptoms associated with a PCL injury. An

MRI scan is obtained to confirm a PCL tear.
Treatment of PCL injuries depends on numerous
factors. If the injury is isolated to only the PCL, then
non-surgical treatment is the preferred treatment. If
there are other ligaments or cartilage tears, then surgery
will often be the preferred treatment.
The degree of laxity or instability will vary significantly in different patients and must be evaluated by an
experienced orthopedic surgeon. The orthopedist will
perform a posterior drawer or posterior sag test to evaluate the laxity. Patients with mild 1+ laxity are best
treated non-surgically. Even though the PCL never
heals, most patients can compensate with mild PCL laxity. Patients with 3+ laxity benefit from a PCL reconstructive surgery.
The physical demands of the patient will be a major

# People

#

Downsizing Charlie Brown
By ED CLANCY
When I peruse The Times-Picayune every morning,
the first page I go to is the comics pages. True, they
move it around sometimes, but I always find it, no matter what section they stick it in. I need my daily fix of
“Baby Blues,” “Dilbert,” and yes, “Dennis the Menace,”
and “The Family Circus.” A couple of years ago The TP
roused my ire by conducting a survey of which comics
they would keep and which they would get rid of. And
they added new ones, some of which were not great, not
even good, but I learned to live with them.
Last month, I opened the paper and noticed something really unnerving: the comics pages were the
comics page! That’s right, there were not two pages of
daily comics, there was only one! I was incredulous. I
frantically searched all of the sections of the paper looking for the missing page, but had no luck. There was
only one page of comics in The Times-Picayune. That
could only mean they kicked some of them out of the
paper, and reduced the size of the strips even more than
newspapers have done already over the years. They
seem to be about a third smaller than they were before.
Even more upsetting is the fact that some of my
favorites are gone, and most of the really lousy ones are
still in the paper.
Surviving the cut are such goodies as “Dilbert,”
Baby Blues,”“Doonesbury,” “Blondie,” and “Zits.” But
among the missing are “The Wizard of Id,” “B.C.,”
“Funky Winkerbean,” and the unbelievably unfunny
“Lio.” And, the single-panel cartoons have been slaughtered wholesale. Gone are “Loose Parts,” “Bizarro,”
“Speed Bump,” “Close to Home,” and (now I’m mad)
“Dennis the Menace.” And, oh yes, “Marmaduke.” Of
the above named singles, that’s the only one I will not
miss. That dog was simply irritating, and decidedly not
funny. As far as I can tell, of the single-panel comics,
only “The Family Circus” remains.
Here’s the killer; I looked everywhere on that page
and could not find “Classic Peanuts.” Charlie Brown,

Snoopy, Linus, Lucy, the whole gang – gone. Now, I
understand that who is really gone is Charles Shultz,
who drew “Peanuts” for almost fifty years. But, the
classic version has been running since his death, and I
am not aware that the syndicators have stopped sending
out the re-runs. The “Peanuts” website is still churning
them out on a daily basis. So, unless I move to another
city, I will never again see Lucy move the football, or
Pig-Pen raise a cloud of dust, or Linus pine for the Great
Pumpkin with my morning coffee.
However, even more distressing than the murder of
Charlie Brown, is the fact that the real losers have been
retained. I submit for your disapproval: “Mutts,” “Pearls
before Swine,” “Brewster Rocket,” “Get Fuzzy”
(godawful), “Jump Start” (godawfuller), and “Rose is
Rose” (godawfullest)! I don’t believe I have ever seen
an unfunnier comic strip than “Rose is Rose.” (And neither have you.) Yet, it stays in the paper and Charlie
Brown is gone.
By the way, of the pencil and paper games, only The
Jumble remains on the comics page. The crossword
puzzle, Scrabblegrams, Wishing Well, Wonderword,
Word Sleuth and Sudoko (which I will never understand), are still with us on a separate page.
So, how important is this development in the face of
all the other crises in our communities and the world?
Not very, I guess, but I think it has done something to
chip away at our memories. A little like when we found
out Superman had committed suicide. Actually, it was
the TV Superman who did that. The newspaper comic
strip Superman never was affected by it. Except for the
fact that he’s not in The Times-Picayune anymore either.
It’s too bad this newspaper can’t pick up “Peanuts.”
But, I guess for that to happen Charlie Brown would
have to move to Kenner. #
Ed Clancy hosts a radio show, “The Ed Clancy
Show,” weekdays from 9:00 a.m. until noon on WGSOAM 990 and can be reached via email at
Edclancy2@aol.com.

factor in the degree of symptoms in PCL laxity. Most low demand
patients often function quite well with PCL tears. Unfortunately,
an athlete like Reggie Bush will put high physical demand on his
knee and will be at increased risk for further problems. We all
know that Reggie is a hard working, highly motivated athlete that
will always go 110 percent on and off the field. The success and
failures following a PCL injury in athletes at the NFL level is ultimately most significantly affected by the subtle anatomical differences in each athlete’s knee, the degree of laxity and any additional injuries to the knee. We all wish Reggie a successful return. #
Charles P. Murphy, M.D. is a board certified orthopedic surgeon with over 20 years experience. Dr. Murphy is the founding
partner of the Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine. The
Orthopedic Center is a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in shoulder and
knee injuries. Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie. For
additional information call 467-5900.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE

KENNER
ST#R

We are a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
great difference in the care, service and value your
family receives. If you ever have a question or would
like more information feel free to call or stop by.
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K-TV76

Kenner’s Government Access Television
AND MUCH MORE!

Featured Show of the Month
“Kenner Revealed”
Janet Gross talks to Community Development
Director Arleeta Terrell and Jerry Quick
of the VOA about help for those
in need of housing assistance.

Also watch for these timely programs in January!!
“Game On”
KPRD Director Ken Marroccoli breaks down recent
Recreation Department sports leagues with scores
and highlights and talks with people involved with
parks and recreation venues and programs,
including Leisure Services.

“Louisiana Business Spotlight”
Jeff Crouere discusses the local and regional
business outlook with business leaders,
government officials and entrepreneurs,
and reviews the latest business news
affecting the area.

“Hablemos Claro”
Miguel Elias takes us through this Spanish language
program that deals with issues important to the local
Hispanic Community.

“Beyond the Badge”

Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway hosts
this valuable program that explores issues and
promotes programs of the KPD.
For the most current program schedule, go to www.ktv76.com.
Our website also includes information on how you
can obtain copies of any K-TV produced program.
We appreciate and encourage all
comments and feedback about K-TV programs.
Call us at 466-3564 or email us at ktv76@kenner.la.us.

Your opinion counts, Kenner…It’s your channel

# Airport

#

Improving your airport in 2008
By SEAN C. HUNTER
This month
is the beginning of what
we believe will
be a great year
at
Louis
Armstrong
New Orleans
International
Airport. Our
“Music to Your
Eyes” campaign will continue in 2008 with
some much needed capital improvement projects. Some projects are paramount to the safety and security of the airport. Some will be
visible to the public and others will be
“behind the scenes”. From design to finish,
the following projects will be in various
stages of completion throughout the year.
First, there is the Part 1542 Security
System. This project will update the airport’s access control, Closed Circuit
Television (CCTV) and security badge systems with new state-of-the-art equipment.
Enhancements will be made to the existing
security infrastructure both in the terminal
and on the perimeter of the airfield. In addition, a new monitoring facility for these
systems, a new consolidated equipment
room, and a new badging facility will be
constructed. The current budget for the
project is $28,000,000.
Next are new aircraft loading bridges.
This project has been approved by the FAA
to fund the replacement of up to 51 aircraft
loading bridges to be used on various concourses at Armstrong International Airport.
These bridges will replace the older bridges
as well as those that are currently owned by
air carriers. This project will be executed in
phases. The current project budget is
$29,000,000.
The most noticeable project at

Armstrong International Airport will be the
terminal exterior and interior improvements. Specifically, the interior improvements will include construction of new wall
and floor finishes, code compliance work,
improvement of the lighting, and replacement of all transportation counters and
information kiosks in the baggage claim
area. Also included are improvements to the
historic main terminal parabola lobby and
renovations of the public restrooms. The
Flight Information Display system (FIDS)
will be replaced with state-of-the-art information screens. The exterior renovations
will improve the first and second level
facades along the curbside and replace all
overhead signs on the Loop Access Road.
It will also include the installation of variable message signs at the approach to the
terminal building. Current budget for the
project is $23,500,000.
A new construction project will be the
Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting (ARFF)
station. This building will be constructed to
the east of the current facility. The new
facility will be designed to accommodate
modern ARFF vehicles and meet the airport’s future needs and demands of
increased aircraft operations levels. The
project budget is $10,250,000.
These projects will total nearly $100
million dollars and are important for a number of reasons. First, they will enhance the
existing airport facility making it safer and
more efficient. Next, they will provide jobs
and revenue for the airport communities,
but most of all they will enhance the quality of life that we know and love in the
greater New Orleans area and River
Parishes. I hope you have a prosperous and
happy new year. #
Sean C. Hunter can be reached at
www.flymsy.com.

#
# Community
East Jefferson Office of Family Support reopens
The East Jefferson Parish Office of
Family Support (OFS), which provides
services such as food stamps, financial
assistance and other support for struggling
families, has reopened its office at 3229
36th Street in Metairie.
The office had been in operation at the
site from the 1970s until it was badly damaged in 2005 during Hurricane Katrina.
Since then, OFS staff for East Jefferson
operated out of a temporary location in
Algiers and, most recently, out of the West
Jefferson OFS location at 2150 Westbank
Expressway in Harvey.
Robyn Martin, OFS parish manager,
said the office caseload is 5,900 families,
but she expects the number to rise with the

opening of a more accessible location,
along with the population shift away from
New Orleans.
For assistance, residents may visit the
OFS office from 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and from
7:00 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday and
Thursday. Call 838-5111 for more information.
To determine social services eligibility,
social services provided and related services that community partners provide in this
area, go to www.dss.state.la.us and click on
“Find Needed Services/Resources” at the
top left. Then select “Find needed services”
or “Determine potential eligibility.” #
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#

# Auto

Do the little things on a regular
basis to avoid costly repairs
By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
The
red
light
glows
when you get
behind
the
wheel. It says to
change your oil.
It seems to be
saying, “Do it
now,” and the
longer
you
ignore it, the
brighter it seems to get, as if to tell you that
your vehicle is warming up for a major breakdown.
The first step to successful car maintenance is simple: do it. The second is even easier: do it exactly as you’re told to by technicians and in your owner’s manual.
Simple. Easy. Yet for many people, it’s an
ongoing challenge, for two reasons. Admit it:
you don’t have the time and forget to get it
done, or you’re intimidated about dealing
with technicians. So you put it off and create
the scenario you most dread – a major repair
costing thousands of dollars.
Unfortunately, fear and loathing is to be
expected: everyone has had at least one experience with price gouging and unnecessary
repairs.
It’s enough to make you learn how to
change your own oil. But you don’t have to

get dirty to get a fair price and keep your car
in top shape. The two most important things a
car owner should do is to keep his or her car
serviced at the recommended service intervals and to find a technician they can trust. It
is important to follow the automaker’s service
schedule, which is designed to help keep your
car running properly.
But there’s that trust issue. Consumers
can protect themselves by practicing a few
simple steps:
Get a price for the service – on the phone,
and write it down – if that price is different
when you bring your car into the shop, ask
why.
Always get a signed estimate.
Understand what the job is – ask an outside source if you are not comfortable.
Be aware of what the owner’s manual says
and use that knowledge.
Let your service professional advise you –
trust him, and don’t be afraid to ask questions.
Continuity of service is important because
by using the same shop they can keep track of
your car and maintain your records. #
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and
operated full-service tire and automotive
shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in
Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is
www.scottystireauto.com.

# Community

#

KPD gives away over 400 toys
On December 13, 2007, the Kenner
Police Department, assisted by Santa
Claus, and members of the Kenner Citizen
Police Academy Alumni Association
(KCPAAA), held their annual doll and toy
fund giveaway at the Bonnabel High
School gymnasium. Over 400 toys were
given away.
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Each year, the Kenner Police
Department presents Christmas gifts to
underprivileged children throughout
Jefferson Parish. The doll and toy fund was
designed to support such gift-giving and to
help fulfill the Christmas wishes of deserving children. #

Look for the
2008 Spring
Kenner Parks &
Recreation Adult
& Children’s
Program Brochure

INSIDE THIS ISSUE OF THE KENNER STAR

CHILDREN’S CASTLE • CANNES BRULEE NATIVE AMERICAN VILLAGE
MARDI GRAS MUSEUM • SCIENCE CENTER
OBSERVATORY • HERITAGE PARK
PLANETARIUM AND MEGADOME CINEMA • THE TRAIN MUSEUM

MUSEUM HOURS: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday - Saturday

Children’s Castle

501 Williams Blvd. • 468-7231 #220
All performances are on Saturdays at 11:30 a.m.

Welcome 2008!!
January 5 – IRWIN ROYES
“The World's Smallest Magician”
presents his
“ABRACADABRA MAGIC SHOW”
JANUARY 12 – PORTA PUPPET PLAYERS
are back with
“NURSERY RHYME THYME”
an interactive musical storytelling with puppets
JANUARY 19 – GLEN GHIRARDI
Magical Entertainer
“NEW YEAR’S MAGIC”
JANUARY 26 – CURTIS PIERRE
“SAMBA SATURDAY”
A Rio Carnival for Kids
A little bit of Brazil’s Carnival color and rhythm!!!

•

Cannes Brulee Native American Village
303 Williams Blvd. • 468-7231 #220
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday-Saturday

Purchase Tickets at Rivertown Exhibition Hall 415 Williams Blvd.
Adults $3, Seniors 60 and over and children 14 and under $2.50
9:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
January 5 – Rose Behan/Eastern Cherokee
CLAY PINCH POTS
Bring the children and let them make and take a clay “pinch pot.”
January 12 – Rose Behan/Eastrern Cherokee
FRIENDSHIP NECKLACE
Use leather lace, imitation bone and beads to make a necklace;
you can take it home with you.
January 19 – Rose Behan/Eastern Cherokee
LOOM BEADWORK
Come learn this contemporary Native American art!
January 26 – Morning Dove/United Houma Nation
MOCCASIN BEADING
Dove uses lazy-stitch beadwork to adorn moccasins; she will show you how it is done. She will
also demonstrate making dream catchers.

Schedule subject to change without notice.

www.rivertownkenner.com

22 JANUARY 2008 KENNER ST#R

#

# Latin American News

Miss Unidad Hispanoamericana pageant
the social clubs grew bigger as more countries
participated. Through sponsored cultural and
social events the different countries are able to
showcase their diversity as well as their similarities. Unidad Hispanoamericana made a comeback
in 2006 after Hurricane Katrina. In 2007 they continued to reorganize in collaboration with the local
social clubs and in 2008 they are stronger than
ever.
One of Unidad Hispanoamericana’s biggest
events is the Miss Unidad Hispanoamericana pageant. The participants in the pageant are young
women elected by local social clubs to represent

By RAFAEL SADDY
Unidad Hispanoamericana was founded 16
years ago to celebrate the spirit and preservation
of the Latin American culture, values and beliefs.
The organization is composed of individuals and
representatives of several Latin social clubs with a
common goal of maintaining traditions. Each year

Join Us For An Event—
We Invite Your Membership.
THE KENNER PROFESSIONAL BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION’S (KPBA)
MEETING WILL BE HELD

KENNER

Professional Business
Association

TUESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2008
NEW LOCATION
RADISSON HOTEL
2150 Veterans Boulevard in Kenner

Founded in 1985
A Community Based
Networking Organization

SPEAKER: ELLEN LAFLEUR
Professional organizer, productivity trainer,
motivational speaker & author

For Men and Women

Call 962-3930 to make luncheon reservations
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. • Lunch at noon.

www.kpba.biz
Info: 962-3930

K

ENNER KALENDAR

their respective Latin American and Caribbean
countries. The contestants are expected to be
knowledgeable about their countries, perform a
traditional dance, speak the Spanish language, and
above all, represent their countries with grace and
respect. The contestant chosen as Miss Unidad
Hispanoamericana will be the embodiment of
what the Latin American/Caribbean community
represents and will be expected to share its pride
and heritage.
In 2008, two events will be held in Kenner’s
nationally recognized historical Rivertown. A
friendship cocktail party will be held at
Rivertown’s Kenner Museum of Art on Saturday,
March 8, from 7:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. The
Miss Unidad Hispanamericana coronation will be
held at the Kenner’s Rivertown Repertory Theatre
on Saturday, April 5, from 8:00 p.m. until 1: 00
a.m. This event needs the generous support of
individuals and local businesses to be a success.
With this in mind, the organization asks for help in
continuing the tradition of keeping this culturallyrich event alive. Please assist by becoming a sponsor or attending the events, and mark your calendars. For more information call Claudia Shabetai,
president, at 975-0949, or Freddy Rivas, event
coordinator, at 834-2020.
Community announcements and events
Asociacion Nicaraguense de Louisiana
(ANDELA): January 16, general meeting. For
information call 466-1483 or 466-4619.
City of Kenner Hispanic Resource Center:
January 1-31, numerous events are being offered,

January 2008
December
2007

HAPPY NEW YEAR
KPRD HOLIDAY
CAMP-Fassbender
Center
3
1
2

4

Kenner Rotary Meeting @Trauth’s
Luncheon”Piccadilly
Cafeteria
Session 1-December 26th-28th “Bottom LineSession
2-January
2nd-4th
(For info. 466-6785)
Pontchartrain Center: International
12:00 Noon (For
info. Barry Haindel
450-8198)
Camp Hours 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m./Before Care 7:30 a.m.-9:00
a.m./After
Care
3:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m.-Ages 5-11
Gem & Jewelry Show
Kiwanis
Club
of
N.
Kenner
Radisson
12:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.-$7.00
NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE FOR
AFTER
UniversityBEFORE
Parks Lions Club OR
Meeting-Kenner
City CARE
Hotel @ Williams & Vets. @ 7:00 a.m.
Under 16-Free with paid Adult
Park Pavillion
Corner of Vintage &Residents.
Loyola
CAMP FEES PER SESSION: $60.00 Kenner Residents/$70.00
Non-Kenner
A Family
is Available. (For info. 465-9985)
(For info. Rate
469-5352)
7:15 p.m.(For info. 466-2033)
a fun camp that includes indoor and outdoor
games, arts and crafts, field trips and more!
Kenner City Council Meeting in
HURRY AND REGISTER SOON,
SPACE
IS LIMITED.
KPRD Holiday Camp
Begins(For info. 468-7268)
the Council Chamber of City Hall
City of Kenner
Offices Closedcall 468-7268 or 468-7284
for 5:00 p.m.
ForAllmore
information,

62
Pontchartrain Center:
Center:
Pontchartrain
AKS gem Show
International
Gem &
10:00 Jewelry
a.m.-4:00
p.m. $5.00
Show(For info.
call
Halls
A 465-9985)
&B
11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.-$7.00
New
Orleans
Saints
Under 16/Free with
paidvs.
Adult
Tampa
Bay 465-9985)
Buccaneers
(For info.
for 12:00 Noon

84

73

Rotary Club of New
Orleans International Airport
12:00 Rotary
Noon @
Treasure
Club
of NewChest
Casino
Glass
Room(For
info.
Orleans
International
Airport
Charles
468-5413)
12:00
NoonBryan
@ Treasure
Chest
Casino Glass Room(For info.
BCS
Championship
Game:
Charles
Bryan 468-5413)
LSU vs. OSU for 7:00 p.m.
at Louisiana Superdome

Rafael E. Saddy is president of the Latin
American Civic Association of Louisiana
(LACAL). Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence for LACAL can
be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA
70064-0284.

For
For more
more information
information call
call Leisure
Leisure Service
Service -- 468-7268
468-7268 or
or 468-7284
468-7284
or
or visit
visit City
City of
of Kenner
Kenner Website:
Website: www.kenner.la.us
www.kenner.la.us
Zoning Adjustment Meeting in the Council
Chamber of City Hall for 7:00 p.m.

This is

like the Pro-Bono Legal Clinic on January 19. For
more information call 469-2571.
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce: January 1-31,
numerous events are offered. Call 885-4262.
Latin American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL): January 18, general meeting.
For information call 464-4619 or email
lacal1234@bellsouth.net.
The Hispanic Forum: January 18, general
meeting. For information call 310-6880.
Unidad Hispanoamerican: January 24, general meeting. For information call 975-0949.
Pro Divino Salvador del Mundo: January 5,
Kenner Museum of Art coronation Ms. El
Salvador. For tickets or more information call 8342020.
I leave you with this minute of wisdom: Do
not criticize! Better yet, try collaborating with all,
without criticizing. The criticism creates wounds
and nobody likes to get wounded. The person that
considers it a custom to criticize will very quickly
be marginalized. If you see that something is not
right, speak with love and offer assistance. But,
besides all the things, let your example be the
one that corrects.
God Bless. #

95

City of Kenner Council Meeting in the Council
Chamber of City Hall for 5:00 p.m.

10
6

Children’s
Castle:Irwin Royes
“The World’s
Children’s
Castle:Dwaino
the Clown’s
“Holiday Fun
Smallest
Magician”
Time”(For
info.presents
468-7231“Abracadabra
Ext. 220)
Magic Show”(For info. 468-7231 Ext. 220)
Cannes Brulee Native American Village:
American info.
Village:
RoseCannes
Behan’sBrulee
StoryNative
Telier Dolls(For
468-7231)
Rose Behan’s Clay Pinch Pots(For info. 468-7231)
Pontchartrain Center: AKS Gem Show-Hall B
Pontchartrain10:00
Center:
International
Gem
&
a.m.-6:00 p.m. $5.00 Jewelry
A &Down
B 10:00
a.m.-6:00
and Show-Halls
Thunder from
Under
Show atp.m.-$7.00
9:00 p.m.-Hall C
Under(For
16/Free
with465-9985)
paid Adult
info. call
AND Trips Unlimited Travel Marketplace Hall C, MR 4
11:00
p.m.-$1.00Village-Century
Donation to Children’s
City ofa.m.-3:00
Kenner Christmas
of Sentries
Hospital
(For5:30
info.p.m.-8:30
465-9985)p.m.
Park-Open

51

11
7

128

Children’s Castle: Porta Puppet
Children’s
Castle:
Players“Nursery
Rhyme
Thyme”
Frank
“A Dr. Seuss
Christmas”
Zoning
Adjustment
Meeting
in
the
Council
(ForLevy’s
info. 468-7231
Ext. 220)
Kenner
Rotary
Meeting
@Trauth’s
Kenner Rotary Meeting
“Bottom
Line
Luncheon”
(For
info.
468-7231
Ext. 220)
Chamber of City Hall for 7:00 p.m.
City of Kenner
(For(For
info. info.
466-6785)
@Trauth’s
466-6785)
Piccadilly Cafeteria 12:00 Noon
Rivertown
Repertory
Theatre
Christmas
Village
Cannes
Brulee
Native
American
Village:
(For
info.Line
Barry
Haindel 450-8198)
presents
“Grease”,
January
11-27 Cannes
Brulee Friendship
Native American
“Bottom
Luncheon”Piccadilly
Cafeteria
Rose Behan’s
NecklaceVillage:
Century
of Sentries
Park
Kiwanis
ClubClub
of N.of
Kenner
Radisson
Kiwanis
N. Kenner
12:00 Noon (For info. Barry Haindel 450-8198)
Admission:
Adult $25.00
Rose (For
Behan’s
Applique Beadwork
info.
468-7231)
Hotel
@
Williams
&
Vets.
@
7:00
a.m.
Open
5:30
p.m.-8:30
p.m.
Radisson Hotel @ Williams & Vets. Seniors/Students (Ages 13-21)$22.00
Kenner Central Lions Club Meeting
(For info. 468-7231)
(For info. 469-5352)
University
Club Meeting-Kenner
for
8:00 Parks
p.m.Lions
at 2114
Kenner Ave.City @ 7:00 a.m.(For info. 469-5352)
Child (Ages 6-12) $12.00
KPRD Leisure Service Program Registration
Pavillion
of Vintage
& Loyola
City of
Kenner10:00
Christmas
Village
(forPark
info.
JohnCorner
Maher
466-8730)
(For info. 468-7221)
Kenner
Residents
a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Pontchartrain
Center:
7:15 p.m.(for info. 466-2033)
Century
of Sentries
Parkp.m.
Non-Kenner
Residents-12:00
Noon-2:00
Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra
Open
p.m.-8:30 p.m.
(For 5:30
info. 468-7268)
7:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m.
$9.00-$25.00(For info. 465-9985)

139
Pontchartrain Center:
Jefferson Ballet The Nutcracker
5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
$35.00/Adults-$30.00/Seniors
$20.00/Children
$20.00/Students
5 & Under Free
(For info. 465-9985)

20
16
Pontchartrain Center: Great Southern
Gun & Knife Show-10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
$8.00/Adults-$2.00/Kids(6-11)
5 & Under Free(For info. 465-9985)
New Orleans Saints vs.
Arizona Cardinals for 12:00 Noon

27
23

New Orleans Saints vs.
Philadelphia Eagles
Pontchartrain
Center:
for 12:00
Noon
Great
Southern
Gun & Knife Show
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
$8.00/Adults-$2.00/Kids 6-11
Kids Under 5 Free
New
Saints at
(ForOrleans
info. 465-9985)
Chicago Bears for 12:00 Noon

30

“Bottom Line Luncheon”
Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner at
Piccadilly Cafeteria
Radisson Hotel @ Williams &
Rotary
12:00 Noon(For
info.
“Bottom
Line Luncheon”
Rotary Club
Club of
of New
New
Vets.7:00 a.m. (For info. 469-5352)
Orleans
International
Airport
Barry
Haindel
450-8198)
Kiwanis
Club of N. Kenner at Radisson
Piccadilly
Cafeteria
KPBA Meeting & Luncheon at
Orleans International Airport
12:00
Hotel
@Rotary
Williams
& Vets.7:00
a.m.
12:00 Noon(For info.
Kenner
Meeting
@Trauth’s
Radisson N.O. Hotel in Kenner
12:00 Noon
Noon @
@ Treasure
Treasure Chest
Chest
Casino
Glass
Room(For
info.
(For
info.466-6785)
469-5352)
Barry
Haindel
450-8198)
(For info.
University Park Lions Club Meeting
2150 Veterans Blvd.
Casino Glass Room(For info.
Charles
at Kenner City Park Pavillion
(For info. & Reservations 962-3930)
Charles Bryan
Bryan 468-5413)
468-5413)
RotaryCouncil
Meeting
@Trauth’s
City of Kenner
Meeting
in
Kenner
Central
Lions &
Club
Meeting Kenner
Corner
of Vintage
Loyola
KPRD
Adult
Line Dancing
the Council
Chamber
of City Hall
(For info.
466-6785)
for
at 2114
Ave.
for 8:00
7:15 p.m.
p.m.(for
info.Kenner
466-2033)
KPRD Children’s Karate Begins
New
Orleans
Saints atand
for
5:00
p.m.
Couple
Dencing
Session
One
(for
info.
John
Maher
466-8730)
(For info. 468-7268)
Atlanta Falcons for 7:30 p.m.
Begins (For info. 468-7268)
KPRD Adult Stretching and Toning
VFW Post #7732-2214 Kenner Ave.
in the A.M. and Body Workout in the Kenner
@ 7:00 p.m.(For info. 466-0368)
P.M. beings(For info. 468-7268)
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Planning
& Line
Zoning
Meeting
City of Kenner Council Meeting
“Bottom
Luncheon
OBSERVED
in the Council
Chamber
in the Council Chamber of
”Piccadilly
Cafeteria
12:00 Noon
City Hall for 5:00 p.m.
of
City
Hall
for
7:00
p.m.
ALL CITY OF KENNER
(For info. Barry Haindel 450-8198)
Kiwanis
Club of N. Kenner at
Kenner
Lions
Club
Meeting
Kenner Lions Club Meeting
OFFICES CLOSED
Radisson
@ Williams
&
7:00p.m.
p.m. at
St. St.
Kiwanis Club Hotel
of N. Kenner
at Radisson
Rotary Club of New
forfor7:00
@2001
200118th
18th
“Bottom
Line
Luncheon”
Vets.7:00
a.m.
(For&info.
469-5352)
University
Parks
Lions
Club
Meeting
(For
info.
&
Reservations
464-1511)
Hotel
@
Williams
Vets.7:00
a.m.
Orleans International
(For info. & Reservations
Piccadilly
Noonof
Kenner CityCafeteria12:00
Park Pavillion Corner
Rotary
Club
of
New
(For info. 469-5352)
Airport 12:00 Noon
962-3930)
(For info.Vintage
Barry and
Haindel
Kenner Rotary Meeting @Trauth’s
Loyola450-8198)
for
International
KPRD Adult Paint for Fun Morning and
@Orleans
Treasure
Chest Casino
Kenner
Rotary
@Trauth’s
(For
info.Meeting
466-6785)
7:15 p.m.(For info. 466-2033)
AirportRoom(For
12:00 Noon
Programs
Begin
Glass
info.
KPBA Night
Meeting
and Luncheon
@
Kenner
Central
Lions Club
(For info. 466-6785)
@ Treasure
Chest
Casino
(For
info.
468-7268)
Charles Bryan
Radisson N.O. Hotel in Kenner
Meeting
for
8:00
p.m.
at
KPRD
Adult
Watercolor
Morning
and
Planning and Zoning Meeting
Glass Room(For
Kenner VFW #7732
468-5413) info.
2150 Veterans Blvd.
2114
Kenner
Ave. of
Afternoon
Programs
Begin
in the
Council
Chambers
Charles Bryan
2214 Kenner
Ave. at 7:00
p.m.
(For info and Reservations
(For
info.
John
Maher
466-8730)
(For
info.
468-7268)
City Hall for 7:00 p.m.
468-5413)
(For info. 466-0368)
962-3930)

14
10

21
17

All City of Kenner Offices are Closed
CHRISTMAS EVE!

28
24

Rotary Club of New
Orleans International
Airport 12:00 Noon
@ Treasure Chest Casino
HAPPY
NEW YEAR!
Glass
Room(For
info.
Charles Bryan 468-5413)

31

All City of Kenner Offices are Closed

15
11

22
18

29
25

MERRY CHRISTMAS

16
12

23
19

30
26
“Bottom Line Luncheon”Piccadilly Cafeteria

17
13

24
20

31
27

Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner
at Radisson Hotel
@Kiwanis
WilliamsClub
& Vets.7:00
a.m.
of N. Kenner
12:00 Noon(For info. Barry Haindel 450-8198)
(For
469-5352)
at info.
Radisson
Hotel
@ Williams & Vets.7:00 a.m.
Kenner
Central
Lions
Club Meeting
“Bottom
Line
Luncheon”
Kenner
Meeting
(For Rotary
info. 469-5352)
for 8:00 Cafeteria-12:00
p.m. at 2114 Kenner Ave.
Piccadilly
Noon
at Trauth’s (For info.466-6785)
(For info.
John
Maher 466-8730)
(for info.
Barry
Haindel
450-8198)
Kenner Rotary Meeting
Pontchartrain
Center:Hormer
at
Trauth’s (For
info.466-6785)
KPRD Holiday Camp Begins
Distributing Tool Show
(For info. call 468-7268)
10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.
Free Admission
All City of Kenner Offices are Closed
(For info. 465-9985)

18
14
City of Kenner
Christmas Village
Century of Sentries Park
Open 5:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

25
21

Children’s Castle:Porta Puppet Players present
“The Toymaker’s Helper”
Children’s
Castle:Glen
(For info. 468-7231
Ext. 220)

CITY
CITYHALL
HALL...............................
...............................468-7200
468-7200
Brake
BrakeTag
Tag.................................
.................................468-4075
468-4075
Children’s
Children’sCastle
Castle......................
......................468-7231
468-7231
City
CityPark
ParkPavillion
Pavillion....................
....................468-6638
468-6638
Civil
CivilService
Service.............................
.............................468-7219
468-7219
Clerk
ClerkofofCourt
Court...........................
...........................468-7277
468-7277
Code
CodeEnforcement
Enforcement...................
...................468-6607
468-6607
Community
CommunityDevelopment
Development ........
........468-7588
468-7588
Community
CommunityServices
Services................
................ 468-7293
468-7293
Complaints
Complaints...............................
...............................468-4040
468-4040
Council
Councilon
onAging
Aging......................
......................468-7513
468-7513
Council
CouncilOffice
Office...........................
...........................468-7245
468-7245
Cultural/Theatre
Cultural/Theatre.......................
.......................468-7221
468-7221
Food
FoodBank
Bank ...............................
...............................468-7220
468-7220
Freeport
FreeportScience
ScienceCenter
Center..........
..........468-7231
468-7231
Finance
Finance....................................
....................................468-4052
468-4052
Fine
FineArt
ArtGallery
Gallery........................
........................468-7231
468-7231
Handicap
HandicapServices
Services...................
...................468-7204
468-7204
Humane
HumaneDepartment
Department ...............
...............468-7503
468-7503
Insurance
InsuranceDepartment
Department .............
.............468-7233
468-7233
Leisure
LeisureServices
Services ......................
......................468-7268
468-7268

19
15
Ghirardi’s “ New Year’s Magic”

Louisiana
LouisianaWildlife
WildlifeMuseum
Museum......
......468-7231
468-7231

(For info.
Ext.
220)
Cannes
Brulee468-7231
Native American
Village:Rose
Behan’s Pine Needle Basketry(For info. 468-7231)

Mayor’s
Mayor’sOffice
Office..........................
..........................468-7240
468-7240

Cannes Brulee Native

Mardi
MardiGras
GrasMuseum
Museum ................
................ 468-7231
468-7231

Pontchartrain
Center: GreatVillage:
Southern Gun & Knife
American
Show-9:00Loom
a.m.-5:00Beadwork
p.m.
Rose Behan’s
$8.00/Adults-$2.00/Kids(6-11)
(For
info.
468-7231)
5 & Under Free(For info. 465-9985)

Museum
MuseumWelcome
WelcomeCenter
Center .......
.......468-7231
468-7231

KPRD
Gymnastics
begins of
City
of Kenner
Christmas Village-Century
(ForPark-Open
info. 468-7268)
Sentries
5:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

Personnel
PersonnelDepartment
Department.............
.............468-7207
468-7207

Children’s Castle:Curtis Pierre’s
“Samba Saturday”
(For info. 468-7231 Ext. 220)

26
22

Cannes Brulee Native American Village:
Morning Dove’s Moccasin Beading
(For info. 468-7231)

Museum
MuseumAdministration
Administration ...........
...........468-7231
468-7231
Native
NativeAmerican
AmericanVillage
Village...........
...........468-7231
468-7231

Planning
PlanningDepartment
Department...............
...............468-7280
468-7280
Police
PoliceDepartment
Department ...................
...................712-2200
712-2200
Pontchartrain
PontchartrainCenter
Center................
................465-9985
465-9985
Public
PublicWorks
WorksDepartment
Department........
........468-7515
468-7515
Purchasing
PurchasingDepartment
Department...........
...........468-7261
468-7261
Recreation
RecreationDepartment
Department............
............ 468-7211
468-7211
Saints
SaintsHall
HallofofFame
FameMuseum
Museum......468-7231
468-7231

Pontchartrain Center: Great Southern
Gun & Knife Show
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
$8.00/Adults-$2.00/Kids
6-11
All
Rivertown Museums
Kidsare
Under
5 Free(For
465-9985)
Closed
forinfo.
Holidays!

28

KENNER PARKS AND RECREATION 2008 LEISURE SERVICE
WINTER AND SPRING REGISTRATION

29

Registration for all Leisure Service Programs will begin:
Saturday, January 12, 2008-10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. for Kenner Residents
12:00 Noon-2:00 p.m. for Non-Kenner Residents
Location: Leisure Service Office-2508 20th Street
After January 12, 2008 registration will be taken Monday thru Friday 9:15 a.m.-5:45 p.m.
All Rivertown Museums

For information 468-7268
or for
468-7284
are Closed
Holidays!

Science
ScienceComplex
Complex.....................
.....................468-7231
468-7231
Space
SpaceStation
StationKenner
Kenner..............
..............468-7231
468-7231
Times
TimesPicayune
Picayune .......................
.......................467-1726
467-1726
Toy
ToyTrain
TrainMuseum
Museum ...................
...................468-7231
468-7231
Traffic
Traffic&&Engineering
Engineering ...............
...............468-4007
468-4007
Wastewater
WastewaterOperations
Operations ...........
...........468-7292
468-7292

For
For FIRE
FIRE 467-2211
467-2211
Police
Police and
and Emergencies
Emergencies
Dial
Dial 911
911 or
or 712-2222
712-2222
Red
Red Cross
Cross 833-8565
833-8565
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# Fitness

#

Raising children with
healthy body images
By YVETTE DUSSOUY
In a culture
where
appearance
weighs heavily
on public consciousness,
parents
are
confronted
with the challenge of raising children
with healthy body images and robust self
esteems.
Recent statistics
A study of American girls indicated that
as many as 65 percent had formed ideas
about dieting by age five.
A Swedish study found that 25 percent of
young females had dieted by age seven and
were already estimating themselves to be
larger than they really were.
Harvard University researchers report that
at least 50 percent of girls are significantly
unhappy about the way they look by age 13.
By age 17, only three out of 10 girls have
not succumbed to dieting, according to the
Harvard study.
Boys and young men are not immune to
the trend. Body dissatisfaction in men has
nearly tripled over the last 30 years, states
Katharine Phillips, M.D., professor of psychiatry at Brown University Medical School
in Providence, R.I.
What’s a parent to do?
Experts offer the following tips (which
may very well help boost your body image
too!):
Don’t talk about your own weight or your
child’s. Instead steer your conversations
toward the importance of regular physical
activity and making healthy food choices.
Work on building self esteem through

accomplishments and recognizing personal
talents. For example, help your child train for
and complete a three-mile walk or run.
Nurture their gifts in music, art or athletics.
Encourage them to value what their bodies
can do, as opposed to how they look, and revel
in what makes them unique as individuals.
Be a role model. Don’t engage in any verbal “self-bashing” and lead by example
when it comes to nutrition, regular exercise
and eating appropriate portion sizes.
Downplay media ideals. Remind your
children that celebrities often achieve physical perfection through surgery and air brushing. Help them identify people in their own
lives whom they admire and can emulate.
Fight compartmentalizing – a tendency
to focus on just one area of the body that is
dissatisfying.
Help your children to identify things they
like about their bodies, such as pretty eyes,
strong legs, a nice smile, etc.
Exercise is a wonderful way to boost
body image because it shifts the focus from
appearance to what the body can achieve.
Regular workouts enhance
both mood and a general sense of well
being. #

(corner of Williams & Joe Yenni)

ON THE GRILL!
10 oz. BURGERS

ly in case someone gets lost. Also, make sure
your kids carry a card that includes their
name, address, phone number and prearranged meeting place.
Teach your children to find a police officer in the event that they are lost.
Remind your kids to be careful when
reaching down to pick up throws. It is smarter
to put a foot on the trinket and pick it up when
it’s safe.
Always limit your alcohol consumption in
order to keep a better watch on your family.
“Please review these Mardi Gras safety
tips for your kids,” said Kenner Police Chief
Steve Caraway. “These simple guidelines will
keep your children safe during this festive
time of year.” #

STEAK NIGHT
EVERY WEDNESDAY

•
LiveWeekendBands

Full Menu 11 a.m. - till

Big
Screens
& 8 TVs

ALL BANDS 10pm-2am

NO COVER

Video
Poker

1-07-08 SUGAR BOWL- BSC BOWL PARTY
LSU/Ohio State
6PM - FREE Buffet & Drink Specials
1-11-08 HARVEY JESUS 10pm - 2am
HAPPY HOUR
1-25-08 BLUE MEANIES 10pm - 2am
EVERYDAY

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

• Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast
January 3, 17 & 31
TeCoRo’s Restaurant, 3525 Williams Blvd.
THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member.

January is one of the
best months to have
landscaping work done

Yvette Dussouy, for over 15 years has
owned and operated the Kenner Jazzercise
Fitness Center, which has recently moved to a
new location, 4228 Williams Boulevard. A
certified instructor for over 18 years,
Dussouy has been awarded Pacesetter Elite
status by Jazzercise, Inc. for the past ten
years. Dussouy can be reached at 443-6666
or jazspot@aol.com. The Kenner Jazzercise
Center has classes early morning, morning,
afternoon, evenings and weekends – some
include childcare. This class schedule
includes classes for the overweight through
the very fit. For the complete schedule visit
www.jazzercise.com.

Mardi Gras safety for your children
This year, the Mardi Gras season falls
upon us earlier than usual. The Kenner Police
Department has released precautions to be
taken with children when venturing out to
parades and other festivities and suggests the
following safety information should be discussed with your entire family.
When using a ladder, always stand on the
back as an anchor and protect your child from
fast-flying throws.
Always watch what your children catch,
especially toddlers and infants who can choke
on broken beads and trinkets.
Make sure you remind your kids to stay
out of the street during parades. Accidents
happen when floats are unable to make sudden stops.
Establish a meeting place with your fami-
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BEST PRICES DURING
COLD WEATHER!
LYNN DIMM’S NURSERY
HOURS: M-F 8-3

•

27 W. 27th Street

SAT 9-12

•

•

SUN By Appt.

Kenner, LA

•

468-5467

Vets to Crestview W. to 27th St.

LICENSED

33 YEARS EXPERIENCE

INSURED

Edward Nikolaus, Jr.
Owner

Over 25 Years Experience • Works With Any Insurance Company • Lifetime Warranty

WORLD CLASS COLLISION AND DETAIL CENTER
2835 Virginia Street

•

Kenner

•

467-7775
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RHINO TUFF
RHINO
TUFF

®
®
®
®

Protect
Protect your
your truck
truck
with
with the
the world’s
world’s
#1
#1 SPRAYED-ON
SPRAYED-ON BED
BED LINING
LINING
• Permanently Protects Against Rust and
Corrosion
• Won’t Peel, Crack or Warp
• Outperforms All Drop-in Liners
• Great for Boats, Trailers, RV’s, Jeeps®, etc.
• Helps Keep your Gear from Sliding
• Resists Abrasion, even under Heavy Use
• Not a Paint-Like Coating…
Sprays On up to 1/4” Thick

$25 OFF

• All Colors Available

Call for Quote
THEN
mention discount

455-8757
455-8757
Rhino Linings of Jefferson
7145 Veterans Blvd. • Metairie
(corner of Power & Vets)

#
# Tourism
Plans to attract events to Kenner in 2008
By SHARON SOLOMON
At
the
beginning of
this new year,
the
Kenner
Convention
and Visitors
Bureau developed our top 10
new year resolutions. Here
they are:
1. Revitalize Kenner’s Visitor Center.
2. Sign up new sporting events to Kenner.
3. Produce an online sports facility guide.
4. Work more closely with Jefferson
Parish on using their sports venues.
5. Bring even more events to the
Pontchartrain Center.

6. Film additional K-TV shows so that
residents can understand what we do.
7. Research grant opportunities for additional funding.
8. Produce more promotional videos with
K-TV to use to attract business.
9. Do our best to be our best.
10. Get a new picture taken for the
Kenner Star to replace the 16 year old one.
May each one of you strive your hardest
to make your resolutions become reality. We
will, too. #
Sharon Solomon is the marketing director
for the Kenner Convention and Visitors Bureau,
located at 2100 Third Street in Rivertown.
Sharon Solomon can be reached at 464-9494,
via email at kennercvb@aol.com or at
www.kennercvb.com.

# Community

#

Airbag safety
Airbags have been known to cause serious
injuries and deaths in car crashes. They can
explode from your dashboard at up to 200 mph,
which is faster than the blink of an eye. Children
were the victims in almost half the deaths caused
by airbags. Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway
suggests reviewing the following tips on airbag
safety to help keep families safe.
Children and airbags
Rear-facing infant seats should never be
placed in the front seat of a car with airbags.
If your child is over age one and must ride in
the front seat of a car with a passenger side
airbag, make sure the seat is completely pushed
back and that a front-facing safety seat is used.
The back seat is always the safest place for
children of any age to ride. Even back seat pas-

sengers should be buckled up at all times for
safety.
Adults and airbags
Drivers should sit at least 10 inches from the
center of the steering wheel in order to prevent
airbag injury in a crash.
Make sure the steering wheel is tilted toward
the chest area. In a crash, an airbag can cause
serious head and neck injuries if the steering
wheel is tilted too high.
Children over age 12 and adults should
always buckle up when riding in the front seat of
a car. Airbags and seatbelts are designed to work
together.
“Airbags save lives when drivers and passengers take proper precautions,” said Kenner
Police Chief Steve Caraway. #

A fresh spiritual start for the new year
The year is new, and you can be too.
The Metairie Cenacle offers retreats to
make your spirit new. Nestled in tree-shaded acreage along Lake Pontchartrain, the
Cenacle is renowned as a place of solitude,
reflection and prayer. It was founded in
1958 in response to a call to address the
spiritual needs of women.
For more information about the
Cenacle, call 887-1420, 800-669-4095 or
visit www.cenaclesisters.org/metairie.htm.
The retreat house is located at 5500 St.
Mary Street in Metairie.
January retreats
January 4-6, 2008
Serenity
Being convinced…Through the 12 steps
there is a solution
“Explore and share through conferences,
small groups, prayer and healing with 12
step fellow-sister-ships.”
Presenter: Sr. Therese Griffin
January 11-13, 2008
Help my unbelief

“Take a spiritual journey through your relationship with the Lord. What exactly does
‘faith’ mean?”
Presenter: Rev. Msgr. William Bilinsky
January 17, 2008
Light the fire! A speaker series for young
adults in their 20s and 30s is an opportunity to hear a good speaker, enjoy interesting
conversation and celebrate Catholic Faith.
Contact: Sr. Jackie Bates, rc, 887-1420 or
Vince Liberto 250-9697, cenacleyam@hotmail.com
January 18-20, 2008
Who do you say that I am?
“How do you answer this question of Jesus
addressed to you?”
Presenter: Rev. Albert C. Louapre, SJ
January 25-27, 2008
The Beatitudes and the “Sermon on the
Mount”
“These succinct descriptions of how Jesus
lived give us a basic program for our own
lives.”
Presenter: Rev. Martin Iott, OP #
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STATE OF THE CITY
(continued from page 1)

are really blessed in Kenner,” said Muniz.
“While sales taxes are not quite as good as
we might like, it is reasonable to assume
that there will be increases as the number
of first-rate retail outlets increase. We also
get good cash flow from the Treasure
Chest and Armstrong International
Airport, both of which should do better in
2008 than in 2006 or 2007. So we have
sufficient funds to support a good quality
of life, an excellent police department,
low crime, good schools and a growing
economy. We also have one of the best
recreation departments to be found in any
city of our size in the U.S. That certainly

FIRE

doesn’t mean we can relax or become
smug, but we’re in pretty good shape
going into 2008. Of course, we also pray
that we can go through a third consecutive
year without a hurricane. That’s very
important.”
Muniz said a $35 million renovation is
underway at The Esplanade mall that will
move it to the front rank of shopping
malls in the metro area. He is hopeful that
a Target store will replace Mervyn’s, probably sometime in late 2008. The mayor is
also encouraging a well-known developer
who is considering putting a state-of-theart movie complex in The Esplanade mall.
“Our retail sector is growing, which
will add jobs from entry level to middle
management to executives to our econo-

children who were facing a Christmas without gifts, the employees at City Hall decided to forego giving each other presents and
pooled their gift money to instead buy presents for the 12 children. “It was awesome,”
said Terrell. “There were boxes of gifts
everywhere. I wish everyone in Kenner
could have seen the faces of those children
when they got their gifts. God bless all the
generous people who opened their hearts to
others who were in dire need.”
After the fire, the headquarters for the
homeless families was set up at Buddy
Lawson Gymnasium and a stream of vehicles from all across Kenner filled the
streets and then the storerooms of the gymnasium with clothing, shoes, food items,
appliances, furniture, strollers and other
items for babies, and Christmas toys. Many
Kenner residents, including Mayor Ed
Muniz, sent cash contributions to help the
homeless families rebuild their lives. One
Kenner business gave $5,000 and Omni
Bank set up an account to handle contributions to the 28 families. A Kenner hotel

provided the fire-swept families three days
lodging at no charge. Just before
Christmas, a toys give-away for the homeless families assured that no child in the
group would have to go through Christmas
without presents.
“There are emotional and personal
issues that no amount of generosity can
completely solve,” said Terrell. “The 28
families are being re-settled. Homes are
being found for them. Some are living with
other members of their families. While they
are very appreciative of the generosity,
there is still much sadness over the trauma
they have endured, the loss of their personal memorabilia and the sense of dislocation. It’s a miracle that no one was severely
injured or killed during the fire. And the
outpouring of assistance from the people of
Kenner was also miraculous. But they have
still had a tough time and the memories of
their close call and the loss of their homes
hasn’t gone away.”
Terrell said her agency continues to
work with the 28 families. Anyone who
would like to make a contribution of any
kind can reach Community Services at
468-7588. #

DEFIBRILATORS

468-HELP

“Our being equipped with the defibrillators is a result of an emergency call in
2007 that ended in death,” said Chief
Caraway. “The family of the deceased
pointed out to us that if our police car had
been carrying a defibrillator and if the officers had been trained to use it, it could have
possibly made a difference. To his credit,
Mayor Muniz, when informed what had
transpired, found money in the budget to
purchase 75 of the best defibrillators on the
market. Our police officers have been
trained in the use of the defibrillators, and
like Officer Coupel, will be able to use
them to assist heart attack victims.”
Chief Caraway pointed out that the
KPD is the only police department in the
region to have defibrillators in every patrol
unit. #

because they can’t get someone on the phone
able to help them with a specific problem. In
such cases, all the citizen needs to do is dial
468-HELP and we’ll do all that we can to
help them resolve whatever assistance they
hope to get from city government.”
She said that so far, most calls on the
help line have asked for assistance with getting FEMA trailers moved or reported street
lights that are out, potholes and drainage
problems.
“We’ve gotten several calls from people
who just didn’t know what city department
to call and we’ve been able to help them,”
said Bauer, who is being assisted at the help
line by Bobby Bourgeois.
“Mayor Muniz really believes that every
citizen should be able to instantly make contact with someone at City Hall who can
answer their questions, try to solve their
problems and demonstrate that Kenner city
government is the most accessible, responsive government in our region.” #

(continued from page 1)

(continued from page 1)

(continued from page 1)

my,” said Mayor Muniz. “The second part
of that equation is I’d like for all these new
hires to live in Kenner, but the demographers tell me that while we have plenty of
million dollar condos, we could use more
middle class housing for those new hires
who would probably like to live within 15
minutes driving time of their jobs.”
Mayor Muniz said that while the public sector in Kenner is very strong with a
good workforce at City Hall, at the police
department and the fire department, the
KFD needs additional funds so it can pay
competitive salaries to fire fighters.
“We’re building a well-trained, wellequipped fire department that will help
reduce fire insurance rates for all of us,”
he added. “But they need more funding

because we’re now training some fire
fighters who are very good but end up
working for some other fire department
where the pay is higher.”
Mayor Muniz said he hopes to propose
plans to improve Rivertown in 2008 and
begin the development of Laketown, also
in the coming year. “I’m trying to convince a developer I know to consider the
idea of condominiums in Rivertown overlooking the Mississippi River,” said
Mayor Muniz. “If we can add a housing
component to Rivertown, the people who
live in those condos will support the
restaurants and stores of Rivertown.” #

St. Jerome Knights of Columbus

HALL RENTAL

Wedding Receptions • Baby or Bridal Showers
Dances • Sweet 15s/16s & Surprise Birthday Parties
Meeting Room Available
Appointments available for viewing 7 days a week
We’ll
We’ll Customize
Customize a
a Package
Package
to
to Suit
Suit Your
Your Budget!
Budget!

50 OFF
on a Full Rental
$$

on a Full Rental

Full Service Catering Available
3310 Florida Ave. • 504/469-6736

Mardi Gras

SPECIAL
Are You Riding on
a Float — or Just
Camping Out On
Parade Route?
Let Us DELIVER
Your Party Supplies
To You!

ICE - BEER - DRINKS
#
ICE COLD

KEG BEER

To Go

It’ Party Time!

SUPER BOWL
SPECIALS
24 pk - 12 oz.

LONG NECKS
only18.49
#

24 pk cans

SUITCASE

only16.99

Check Out All of Our

Package Beer Prices and Selection

Lowest Price Allowed by Law

We carry Kegarator’s parts & supplies & CO2 tanks

The Ice House
2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm/Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm/Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

469-3503
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# Community

#

LaFleur to speak at KPBA meeting
The Kenner Professional Business
Association, formerly known as the Kenner
Professional Women’s Association, will
hold its monthly meeting on Tuesday,
January 15, 2008. The speaker will be Ellen
LaFleur, a professional organizer, productivity trainer, motivational speaker and
author. LaFleur is the president and founder
of A New Leaf, a professional organizing
firm assisting individuals and businesses in
finding order in their chaotic environments.
“Considered a leader in her field,
LaFleur is an author with a passion for
changing lives,” said Melissa Mitchell,
KPBA president. “In addition to hands-on
organizing, Ellen disperses valuable infor-

mation to the public through upbeat and
interactive training programs, corporate
workshops, seminars and speaking engagements. As a public speaker, Ellen encourages audiences to transform their lives
through mastery of their behaviors and
their environments.”
KPBA is a group of professional men
and women that meets monthly at the
Radisson New Orleans Airport Hotel,
located at 2150 Veterans Boulevard in
Kenner.
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. followed by lunch at noon. Advance reservations are required. Call 962-3930 for more
information. #

KENNER COUNCIL CHANGES MEETING DATE
During its December 6 meeting, the Kenner City Council
changed the date of an upcoming meeting because
of a potential conflict with Mardi Gras holidays.
The meeting of February 7 has been rescheduled to February 14.

Recycling drop-off events set
for January and February
The Jefferson Parish Department of
Environmental Affairs, in conjunction with
the Recycling Foundation, Inc. of Baton
Rouge, will hold recycling drop-off events
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. until noon
on two Saturdays, January 26 and February
23. Kenner residents and business owners
are urged to participate by saving their
recyclable materials and bringing them to
either of two sites available for drop-off.
On the East Bank the drop-off site is the
Joseph S. Yenni Building located at 1221
Elmwood Park Blvd in Jefferson and on the
West Bank materials can be taken to the
Alario Center located at 2000 Segnette
Boulevard in Westwego.
Recyclables do not have to be separated
by type. All commodities may be combined
together in the same bag or cardboard box
for drop off.
Materials that will be accepted
Plastic containers 1 through 7 (with a 1
through a 7 inside the triangle) including

milk jugs, food and beverage containers,
shampoo bottles, detergent containers, etc.
Paper products including newspaper,
newspaper inserts, phone books, magazines, junk mail, cardboard (folded and
flattened for easy handling), paperboard
(like cereal boxes) and office paper.
Shredded paper will be accepted if it is
contained in plastic bags.
Metal cans and lids including aluminum cans, tin cans and steel cans.
Materials that will not be accepted
Glass containers of any kind
Plastic bags
Any containers that held motor oil,
antifreeze or any household hazardous
material such as pesticides or paints.
Volunteers are needed. For further
information contact the Jefferson Parish
Department of Environmental Affairs at
731-4612. #

Kenner Website:
www.kenner.la.us
Pay taxes online
Pay tickets online
Renew business license online
Find employment opportunities
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SOUND FINANCIAL POSITION
(continued from page 1)

important turning point in Kenner’s fiscal
situation came when the Treasure Chest
gaming casino moved to the lakefront.
“The revenues from the Treasure Chest
solidified the city’s finances and enabled us
to begin to spend millions of dollars annually on capital projects – a luxury that
Kenner had never enjoyed before. That
made a tremendous difference in the city’s
outlook.”
It’s interesting that his department
employs about 15 City Hall personnel, only
slightly more than the number on the
department’s roster back in 1988 when
McConnell started. “The difference is computer technology,” McConnell said. “Our
department handles far more data today
than we did in 1988, but the capacity of
computers to store and analyze data has
increased exponentially in the last 19 years.
As a result, we can handle vastly more
bookkeeping and accounting tasks than was
possible in 1988.”
McConnell, who has an accounting
degree from the University of New Orleans
and is a certified public accountant, is very
proud of his department.
“We have an excellent, highly qualified
and experienced team of professionals who
do a great job for Kenner,” said McConnell.
“A number of our employees have been
here for years and our staff is willing to do
whatever is necessary to get the job done.”
The finance director has especially
enjoyed working with Mayor Ed Muniz.
“I’ve worked for four Kenner mayors and
enjoyed working with each of them, but
Mayor Muniz brings a significant amount
of business and fiscal management attributes to the job,” McConnell said. “Because
he ran a successful business (radio stations)
for many years, Ed Muniz has an especially good grasp of finances. He is familiar
with budgets and financial reports and
because of his business background, always
asks the right questions. Since the mayor is
very interested in fiscal issues he enjoys
reviewing the numbers and employing new
fiscal management strategies that he used
throughout his career in business and government.”
McConnell said, “When it comes to fis-

Kenner
Lundi Gras

cal management, we think a lot alike.
Mayor Muniz is very conservative and
believes in running the city like a business,
always making sure that we have money in
the bank, just in case some emergency pops
up.”
“While Kenner was significantly affected by Hurricane Katrina, like the rest of the
area, the city’s recovery has progressed
very well,” explained McConnell.
McConnell believes that Kenner is
about to enter a period of growth. “A lot of
businesses want to be in Kenner. The

Esplanade mall is poised for a resurgence
when Macy’s reopens in the latter part of
2008,” he said. “That would be a good thing
for the community. The increase in the tax
base would help Kenner continue to
improve the quality of life in the city.”
McConnell said there isn’t any place
he’d rather live than Kenner. “Kenner is a
great place to live and work,” he said. “I
feel very fortunate to have a great job, one
that I hope to continue to serve in for many
years to come.” #

Children’s
Castle
501 Williams Blvd.
Performances on
Saturdays
11:30 a.m

Fair Grounds OTB • Casino

ROCKING HORSE
4C
KREWE OF KASH
PLEASE PLACE

It’s Carnival Time once again and our “Krewe of Kash” can make
you a winner now through Mardi Gras Day! In addition to great
cash prizes, you can win one of our popular Mardi Gras t-shirts.

www.fairgroundsracecourse.com
Must be 21 and a member of the Twin Spires Club to participate. See rules and regulations posted. Prizes subject to change.

Monday, Feb. 4
Noon
Rivertown

KENNER 1700 Joe Yenni Blvd. • Poker – 504-461-5246 • OTB – 504-466-8525
ELMWOOD 5428 Citrus Blvd. • Poker – 504-734-5909 • OTB – 504-818-1080

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-877-770-STOP.

Ochsner continues its commitment to bring
healthcare services to the Kenner community!

Dr. Carlos Ramirez,
Internal Medicine
Se habla espanol

Dr. David Lanson,
Family Medicine

Dr. James Tebbe,
Family Medicine

OMC-K
4C to see physician for a more
Whether you need a routine check-up or need
BACK COVER
serious medical condition, the exceptional
medical teams at either Kenner
CONTINUES ITS COMMITMENT
Ochsner Health Center location can provide healthcare with peace of mind.
PLEASE PLACE

Visit us at our 2nd Kenner location!
Our new Health Center is located in the Medical Ofﬁce Building of Ochsner
Medical Center – Kenner, 200 West Esplanade Avenue, Suite 210
(on the corner of Loyola and W. Esplanade).
To schedule an appointment with
Dr. James Tebbe, Family Medicine
Dr. Carlos Ramirez, Internal Medicine
Dr. David Lanson, Family Medicine

please call: 504-464-8588.

5.

)FBMUI4ZTUFN
1-866-OCHSNER www.ochsner.org
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