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Solutions to KPD funding crisis not easy
By ALLAN KATZ
Mayor Ed Muniz said Kenner’s
political, civic and business leadership face a major challenge in finding a financial answer to the sales
tax shortfall that could force layoffs
at the Kenner Police Department.
Police Chief Steve Caraway said
the layoffs of as many as 17 uniformed officers were avoided when
city officials chose to use $1.2 million accumulated over 20 years in a
brake tag fund to handle an expect-

ed lawsuit that is no longer an issue.
The funding crisis for the police
department arose when the sales tax
formula used to finance the 2009-10
police budget caused it to end up

more than $1 million less than last
fiscal year, a 12 percent decrease.
Because the brake tag fund money
was available, Chief Caraway was
spared having to make tough decisions about whom to cut. Mayor
Muniz and the Kenner City Council
agreed the money should go to fund
the KPD in a year when the first six
months of 2009 saw an unprecedented seven murders in Kenner –
five of them drug-related according
to KPD sources.

A groundbreaking for the new concession stand at the city of Kenner’s Wentwood Playground
was held on June 23, 2009. Attending were Chief Administrative Officer Mike Yenni, Wentwood
Playground Supervisor Cathy Osborne, Parks and Recreation Director Ken Marriccoli, District 1 Interim
Councilwoman Sharon Augillard, Councilwoman-at-Large Michele Branigan, Mayor Ed Muniz, Police
Chief Steve Caraway, District 5 Councilman Kent Denapolis, District 2 Councilman Joseph Stagni and
Deputy Chief Administrative Officer Mike Quigley. The new Acadian-style concession stand, which will
house meeting rooms and storage areas for uniforms and equipment, will replace the original concession stand which was damaged beyond repair by Hurricane Katrina, and is expected to be completed
in mid-October 2009.
Photo by Barry Sprague

Kenner and airport officials came
together in Rivertown to announce more
than $350 million in construction projects intended to create more than 6,000
new jobs.
“The airport is part of Kenner’s future
and Kenner is part of the airport’s
future,” said Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz in
a sharp about-face from previous mayors

who frequently fought with and
denounced the Aviation Board than runs
the airport.
“The airport administration headed by
Director Sean Hunter (Editors note:
Hunter took a leave of absence days
after this meeting) and Aviation Board
Chairman Dan Packer has reached out to
us and we have developed a fine working relationship,” said Councilwomanat-Large Jeannie Black. “Previous airport administrations were frequently
adversarial and viewed the city as an
enemy. This group wants to work with us
and Mayor Muniz has taken the lead in
building a great working relationship.”
Mayor Muniz invited Hunter to make
the unprecedented presentation of airport
future construction programs at a luncheon held at the newly-renovated

By ALLAN KATZ

Now entering into its eighteenth year of
publication, the Kenner Star has taken
great pride in telling this city’s story, said
Troy Broussard, Kenner Star owner and
publisher. “Since the very first issue, I’ve
always believed that a newspaper which
focuses on the positive aspects of a community is a good idea. After 18 years, I
have never forgotten why I started this
publication in the first place – to become
a journal whose mission is to record the
progress that we make here, together. To
me, every issue is a snapshot that captures
our common effort to build and enhance a
city that we’re proud of,” said Broussard.
continued on page 29

continued on page 30

Kenner Star begins
eighteenth year of
publication

Armstrong Airport plans to spend more than $350 million on construction projects
By ALLAN KATZ

Kenner ready to embark
on $15 million Phase I
rebuilding of sewage
system
One of the largest infrastructure
rehab and construction programs in
Kenner history is expected to get
underway in early 2010 when the city
embarks on a $15 million Phase I
rebuilding of the sewer system.
Deputy
Chief
Administrative
Officer Prat Reddy, who runs
Kenner’s public works department,
said the sewer system built in south
Kenner in the 1950s and 60s has
become obsolete while the sewer system built in north Kenner in the
1970s, 80s and 90s has been damaged
by settlement and shifting of the land.
In both north and south Kenner,
heavy rains can cause the sewer system to overflow or backup. “We have
reached a sewerage crisis in Kenner
but we’re responding to it,” says
Reddy. “We’re requesting bids from
private companies to do the needed
work and hope to be able to award
jobs in late 2009 with work beginning
in 2010. If all goes well, most of the
Phase I projects should be completed
by the end of 2010.”
The work will be funded by a lowinterest loan from the Louisiana
Department of Environmental Quality

continued on page 30

Wentwood Playground concession
stand construction underway
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Heritage Hall in Rivertown in late June.
Among those in attendance was
Kenner’s Economic Development
Advisory Committee.
Among the construction projects that
are expected to be completed between
now and 2012 are:
Exterior and interior improvements to
the airport’s main terminal costing more
than $30 million creating more than 700
construction jobs. Most of the work will
be funded by passenger facilities
charges.
A new consolidated rental car facility
to be located west of the airport’s parking garages. The new facility will include
1,800 spaces for rental cars, a first floor
lobby, transaction counters and vehicle
maintenance facilities. The cost will be
continued on page 31

Kenner breaking news
now available on Twitter
The city of Kenner now has an
account with the free Internet messaging service Twitter that provides a
broad array of access to individuals
via desktop computers, laptop computers, Blackberry and other palm
pilot devices and cell phones. It offers
an opportunity for individuals nearby
and across the globe to stay in touch
with the city about happenings in and
about town as well as emergency
announcements that appear on the city
web site with fuller information.
“What Twitter offers our citizens
continued on page 31
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Haven’t worked
out in over a year?
Can’t lose weight
and keep it off?
START NOW could be just
what you need. Developed by
ﬁtness expert Mackie Shilstone,
with the aid of cardiologist
Dr. William Rolston, START NOW
is designed, not for the morbidly
obese or clinically challenged. It
is built for the un-ﬁt. Those who
have not eﬀectively monitored
their ﬁtness or health programs
for at least a year but seem to have no clinical reasons
why they can not make healthful changes.
START NOW is the simplest ﬁtness/nutrition/health plan
you will ever follow. It is built to help you achieve a level
of ﬁtness and health that gives you a greater quality of life.
Stop thinking about it. Call now.

504-457-3100

www.ejgh.org/theﬁtnessprinciple
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Laketown Village
26 Years
Experience

Williams Boulevard between
Vintage Drive and Joe Yenni Boulevard

By Appointment 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. Mon. – Sat.
INFANTS TO TEENS • SPECIAL
L KIDS WELCOME
4232 Williams Blvd. Suite 102 • 464-0624

Salon Le Coiffure, LLC
Layerrs!
Bangs!!
Razor
Cutss!

We fit. . . every body!

Melody Neff
Solorzano
Cindy Castillo
4228 Williams Blvd.,
Suite 210
712-3557

Victoria A.M. Smith, M.D.
NOW
BACK
KENN IN
ER

Family Practice
Se habla español
fala-se português

Men • Women • Children
Female Care • Pap Smears
Contraception

6-12 yr olds

It’s Jazz, HipHop, Yogo/Pilates and Kickboxing all rolled into one.
No dance experience needed. Experience the fun in moving!
For info please call Ronna Bourgeois (504) 338-2916
or visit our website:
www.myspace.com/kennerjuniorjazzercise

High School/College Student
Special Summer Offer

Save $ 95
when you sign up now!
Kenner Jazzercise Center

Office Hours by Appointment
4228 Williams Blvd., Suite 203 • 496-0138 or 889-4011

4228 Williams Blvd., Ste. 205 • (Between Vintage and the Lake)
464-4600 • www.jazzercise.com
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From the Editor
Budgetary shortfall, drug murders create crisis for Kenner Police Department

By ALLAN KATZ

The combination of the fallout
from
Hurricane Katrina and the 2009
recession that has dried up Kenner’s
sales tax revenues have created an
unprecedented crisis for the Kenner
Police Department, the administration of Mayor Ed Muniz, the Kenner
City Council and the city itself.
There is no precedent for the seven
murders that have taken place in
Kenner during the first six months of
2009, five of them drug-related. A
knowledgeable police official who
didn’t want to be quoted directly
says, “When Hurricane Katrina
destroyed many of the New Orleans
neighborhoods that subsidized the
drug gangs, those gangs began to
look for new illegal drug markets.
They expanded to the West Bank and
have tried to expand their operations

into Kenner. New Orleans has
always had cold-hearted killers, but
the generation that grew up during
Katrina is the worse yet. Many of
them are completely without conscience. If children or innocent bystanders get caught in their crossfire, they view it as just part of the
business they’re in.”
At the same time, because of the
national recession, Kenner has seen
sales tax revenues slump for 14 consecutive months, also unprecedented
in the city’s modern history. Even the
optimists concede that this trend
could continue at least to the end of
2009 and maybe longer.
Because Kenner’s budgeting system is based on sales tax revenues,
the KPD has suffered a shortfall of
more than $1 million. Police Chief
Steve Caraway, a good guy caught in
a bad situation, might have needed to

lay off 17 uniformed officers if the
city couldn’t somehow come up with
the missing $1 million. Fortunately,
sitting in a brake tag fund to be used
in the event the city’s system of issuing brake tags had been found illegal
by the courts but is now not needed,
was $1.2 million. A large portion of
that money was able to be used to
plug this year’s gap. If Caraway
keeps the $1 million, he can hold the
line on personnel cuts for another
year. But, if someone challenges the
decision to use brake tag funds to
fund cops in the courts, then any possible outcome is possible.
To view all this in context, it’s
important to recognize that Kenner
has for years been one of the safest
communities in the Gulf South. No
one can remember the last time
Kenner had seven murders in 12
months, much less seven murders in

★
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six months. To put it mildly, dealing
with the new threat is going to
require a KPD that is at the very top
of its game and adequately funded.
Chief Caraway is very popular in
Kenner political, business and civic
circles, but the current crisis is real
and urgent and he needs help.
In the meantime, the Muniz administration and the city council are putting their heads together and consulting the city’s business and civic leadership in search of an “innovative”
solution to the police funding problem for the future. This isn’t just a
problem for Chief Caraway. It affects
every household in the city. Kenner
has historically been a city that
places the highest value on safe
streets. Finding a consensus for
funding the police department is
Kenner’s number one problem right
continued on page 29

Political Review

A session of missed opportunities
By JEFF CROUERE

As usual, this
legislative session
featured another
missed opportunity for reform in
Louisiana. At least this year, legislators
were not trying to triple their salaries.
They spent most of their time squabbling over money, as the budget deficit
made things uncomfortable in Baton
Rouge. Revenue was $1.3 billion less
than last year due to the poor national
economy and the drop in oil and gas
prices. As usual, health care and higher
education bore the brunt of the cuts.
Despite much hyperbole about drastic
spending cuts, in the end, legislators
used millions from the “Rainy Day”
fund, an insurance incentive fund and
the federal stimulus to minimize any
spending reductions.
So, holes in the budget were patched
with “one time” money and real systemic budget and fiscal reform was not
attempted. The legislative slush fund
remained intact, so did an outrageous
multi-million dollar subsidy to a golf
course in Jefferson Parish. An effort to
streamline our bloated higher education system will have to wait until a
commission presents its findings next
year.
The House and Senate were mostly at
odds during the session on the issue of
cuts and taxes. Fortunately, attempts to
raise revenue by taxing the Internet,
gasoline and cigarettes all failed. The
Senate passed a bill to postpone for

three years the rollback of the infamous
Stelly tax increase. This would have
generated an additional $118 million in
tax revenue, but it was killed by the
House after strong opposition from
Governor Jindal.
A bill to give homeowners the first
increase in the homestead exemption
since 1982 was defeated in committee.
Local officials and the business community worked together to derail this
bill even though 60,000 Louisiana residents signed an on-line petition
demanding an increase. Local politicians, joined by a bevy of lobbyists,
also worked together to defeat a bill
introduced by State Representatives
Jeff Arnold (D-New Orleans) and
Cedric Richmond (D-New Orleans) to
remove red light cameras from
Louisiana. These cameras bring in millions of dollars each year from
motorists and the money was too
tempting for local politicians to forgo.
Typically, legislators spent too much
time on trivial issues. The irritating
issue of eliminating motorcycle helmets was raised once again. Despite
support from Governor Jindal and former Governor Foster, legislators had
the good sense to defeat the bill and
keep the helmet requirement for motorcyclists. Hopefully, we will not spend
any more time in future sessions debating motorcycle helmets.
Another hot button issue was the use
of hand-held cell phones in vehicles. A

controversial bill authored by State
Representative Austin Badon (D-New
Orleans) was defeated in a Senate committee after much debate. It would have
made use of hand-held cell phones illegal for motorists. The bill passed the
House, but died after Badon could not
produce any verifiable research that
showed the use of hand-held cell
phones was more dangerous than using
a hands free device.
In another disappointing development, the Jindal administration scuttled
legislation
offered
by
State
Representative Neil Abramson (D-New
Orleans) that would have provided full
transparency and opened up the activities of the executive branch to the public. Unfortunately, the governor was
successful in diluting the measure and a
much less ambitious bill was passed by
the legislature. So, the public will continue to be shielded from what is really
going on with the governor’s office.
Obviously, there was some good legislation passed. Automobile safety was
advanced as legislators increased
penalties on drunk driving and passed
legislation that mandated seat belt use
by passengers in the backseat of vehicles.
The Saints were big winners as a
very lucrative package of incentives
was passed that will keep the team in
New Orleans for many years to come.
continued on page 28
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A complete count
By ED MUNIZ, Kenner Mayor
In the boxing the White House, the courts, the military
world, a knockout and welfare agencies. In fact, census
is when the losing workers are prohibited for life from ever
fighter goes down revealing anyone’s personal information
for the count. But in the case of the 2010 under pain of a $250,000 fine and up to
U.S. Census, we need to be up for the five years in jail.
count. Proclaiming that for the 2010
What is the point of this? It is extremecount “The future is in our hands,” the ly important that we get an accurate
federal government began gearing up in count of the people living and working in
January for the important task of count- Kenner, because the numbers will directing all of us.
ly affect the distribution of federal and
U.S. residents have counted them- state monies based on population for
selves every 10 years since 1790 and the things like education grants; road conU.S. Census Bureau says the 2010 effort struction; emergency food and shelter;
will be the easiest ever – forms will be elderly programs; public transportation,
shorter; much of the counting will be and women, infants and children food
submitted by mail; census takers will grants.
have better training; census data will be
The numbers also directly affect reapavailable to the public across a broader portionment of congressional, legislative,
range of analysis issues, and personal parish and city council districts and how
information will remain private.
many elected officials can represent an
Census Bureau officials said personal area.
information will not be available to
So, it is extremely important that all
police agencies, immigration, the IRS, residents take part in the 2010 Census.

Wil l s Tr u sts
Su cc essi o n s
Business Law
Personal Injury

According to the Census Bureau, the
2010 count should be easier than before.
The census form will be short – only 10
questions.
Handheld computers with global positioning are being used to check the official address list in 2009 to make sure
building locations are accurate. That
work began in April and should be finishing up about now.
The census effort will also create several jobs, such as local census office
management staff posts, support staff and
persons to conduct follow up. For more
information on all of this, contact the
U.S. Census Bureau at www.census.gov.
According to the U.S. Census
timetable, recruitment is underway and
should continue through September for
local census office management personnel. From October through April, 2010,
recruitment will be underway for selection, hiring and training for personnel to
handle follow-up with residents who do
not respond to the census mail out forms.
Those forms will be sent to households
during the month of March in hopes the
forms will be in the hands of residents to

fill out and send back on April 1, 2010.
I hope residents of Kenner will look
forward to receiving the census forms
and take a few minutes to fill them out
and send them back to the Census
Bureau. As I said, the numbers we’ll get
from the census are very important for
several years to come, and we owe it to
ourselves to be accurate when filling out
the forms.
You might ask: This doesn’t happen
until next March and April, why talk
about it now? There is a good reason. The
systems to conduct the census operation
are being set up now. Offices are being
established and workers are being hired.
Information about the census and its
operation is available now. If you have
concerns about what information will be
sought, how it will be categorized and
used, what guarantees there are that your
personal information will be kept confidential, and whether you might be eligible for a census job, then go to the census
website for the answers.★
Mayor Muniz can be reached at 4687240.

On target with 2009 hurricane
season preparations

Over 30 years experience

By PRAT P. REDDY, Deputy C.A.O. Public Works

M LF

Melcher s La w Fir m
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner, LA 70065

(504) 467-1092
www.melcherslawfirm.com

James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law

Hollywood South
Camp in Rivertown

$

85 per week

2 week minimum - Limited space through August 7

Monday-Friday 9 am – 3 pm
FREE Before care at 7:15 am
After Care available 3 pm – 6 pm
Water slide (inflatables), gaming center (Playstation, etc.), karate,
dance, singing, acting, yoga/fitness, movies, American Idol Day,
Olympics Day, Treasure Hunt Day and much, much, more.
Camp based at Rivertown’s Children Castle
and held throughout Rivertown
Call 913-3297 to register or for more information.
$25 Registration Fee.

This is the time
of year when we
look forward to
summer vacations
with family and friends but dread the
reality of preparing for potential hurricanes that come with the season. I
encourage and ask residents of Kenner to
join the city in preparing for the 2009
hurricane season. Help us by keeping
drainage areas clear of trash and debris,
stacking regular yard trimmings on the
berm between the sidewalk and street
and checking to see if your home’s sewer
clean-out caps are in place, which is
required by city ordinance in order to
reduce the risk of inflow and infiltration
during heavy rain events which can cause
our sewerage system to overflow.
The departments of fleet management,
public works and wastewater have completed preparations for this hurricane season. High-water vehicles have had
tailpipe extensions installed so they will
be able to pass on flooded streets.
Permanent and portable generators at our
sewerage lift stations are being tested and
ready for emergency dispatching should
electrical power outages occur. Street
light and street sign crews are prepared
for replacements or repairs if needed.
Drainage crews using Vacall trucks have

cleaned and replaced drains and are
ready to tackle any problems that arise.
Street crews are repairing pot holes and
panel replacements to ensure that traffic
flows freely during storm events.
Parkway crews have been busy trimming, cutting and dressing alleyways,
along with trimming low-lying tree
branches throughout the city. Parkway
and drainage crews have also been diligently cleaning ditches in the south
Kenner area to alleviate overflow and
flooding of the ditches.
In order to bring the city back into
commerce as rapidly as possible following a storm event or evacuation, all
essential personnel are on standby notice
until the end of the hurricane season. The
city, in coordination with Jefferson
Parish and our state’s Office of
Homeland Security and Emergency
Preparedness, has prepared schematic
plans for set up points to distribute ice,
water, etc., once residents are permitted
re-entrance to the city after an evacuation.
If you have any problems to report in
your neighborhood contact the Kenner
Public Works Department at 468-7515.★
Prat P. Reddy can be contacted at
pwa@kenner.la.us or 468-7515.
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Police

“National Night Out Against Crime” festivities
set for August 2 and 4
By STEVE CARAWAY, Kenner Police Chief

On Sunday, August 2, 2009, come out
and help the Kenner Police Department
give crime and drugs a going away party.
Everyone is invited to the tenth annual
“National Night Out Against Crime”
kick-off party, from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00
p.m. at the Treasure Chest Casino. The
kick-off party precedes the 26th annual
“National Night Out Against Crime,”
which will take place on the evening of
Tuesday, August 4, 2009. As always,
there will be exciting entertainment,
children’s activities, various displays
and demonstrations by law enforcement
professionals, live music and great food
– all free!
Over 20 agencies at the local, state and
federal levels from southeastern
Louisiana will be present to showcase
their state-of-the-art vehicles and equipment used for rescue and response.
While you are there, be sure to tour the
KPD’s Mobile Command Center and
S.W.A.T. van. The KPD K-9 unit and the
Kenner Fire Department will also be
present for special demonstrations.
Representatives in every area of law
enforcement will be there to talk with
you. This is an excellent opportunity for
people considering a career in law
enforcement to have their questions
answered by experts in each field and to
find out what their jobs are all about. It is
also a great time for citizens and officials
to interact and to discuss important
issues in our community.
Meeting so many great folks is what
makes the kick-off party one of the most
memorable events of the year. I always
look forward to hearing the concerns and
ideas citizens have and discussing the
many ways we can work together to
fight crime. Through this event, you can

learn about many innovative programs
that are available to you, such as the
KPD’s Women’s Self Defense Program
and the Kenner Citizens’ Police
Academy.
Programs like these empower you to
take a stand against crime and to help
others do the same. This is exactly what
the kick-off party and “National Night
Out Against Crime” are all about –
building neighborhood spirit and awareness. The “National Night Out Against
Crime” is held every August, but why
wait all year to throw a party? You can
organize a block party any time you wish
as part of an active “Neighborhood
Watch.” Call the KPD Community
Relations Division at 712-2294 to start
one in your neighborhood and we will
send officers to visit your block party on
August 4.
My hope is that this year we will see
more “Neighborhood Watch” groups in
Kenner than ever before. By organizing
one in your neighborhood, you will be
helping the Kenner Police Department in
crime prevention efforts. The “National
Night Out Against Crime” is a great first
step in starting your own “Neighborhood
Watch” group. It is an event that started
in 1984 with 2.5 million people in 23
states and has now grown to include over
37 million people in over 15,000 communities from all 50 states, U.S. territories, Canadian cities and military bases
worldwide.
You can help us celebrate the
“National Night Out Against Crime” in a
variety of ways, such as having a block
party, a cookout, flashlight walks or by
sitting on your front porch with your
lights on – a symbol that has become a
tradition over the years. Your participa-

tion will have a positive impact on your
neighborhood and help increase awareness throughout the streets of Kenner. I
hope to see you and your family at the
kick-off party on Sunday, August 2 at the
Treasure Chest Casino and look forward
to spending the evening outside with you
on Tuesday, August 4 for “National
Night Out Against Crime.” Together we
will take a stand against crime.
If you are interested in learning more

about the kick-off party, registering your
block party or starting a “Neighborhood
Watch” group contact the KPD
Community Relations Division at 7122294 or at nguggenheim@kennerpd.com.★
Chief Caraway can be reached by
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the
Kenner Police Department website at
www.kennerpd.com.

SUMMER SPECIALS
Perm or
Body Wave

1 mo. tanning

$

Kids Kuts

95
30
$
no contract

$

39.95

9.95
10 & under

cut & style extra, long hair extra

Expires 9/1/09

339 W. Esplanade
468-3617
Monday - Friday 10 - 6
Saturday 9 - 3

No appointments necessary

LOST YOUR COOL?

Community
★
Shilstone named panelist for
The Washington Post
East Jefferson General Hospital’s
Mackie Shilstone, executive director of
the Fitness Principle, has been named to
a national panel of experts assembled
by The Washington Post that will be
featured weekly with guest columns on
medical and fitness topics relating to
the National Football League.
The Washington Post created this
NFL forum called “The League,” and
says it’s “for football fans who want
more than just talking heads and tired
replays. From opening day through
draft day we supply you with smart
takes from NFL veterans, coaches,

reporters and insiders –– and highlight
what you, the fans, have to say.”
Shilstone said he is thrilled to have
been chosen to participate in “The
League.” Shilstone said, “This venue
will offer The Fitness Principle here at
EJGH the opportunity to be placed on a
highly respected weekly national
forum. I think more than anything, it
lets the citizens of Jefferson Parish and
the country know that a local program
has been recognized as one of this
country's best when it comes to sports
medicine and positive lifestyle management.”★

Let us help you and your car cool off!
Over 30 years of honest customer service
Professional technicians
Family owned and operated since 1976

SERVICES
Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte,
Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

Transmission, A/C Service, Electronics,
Brake Systems, Tune-Ups,
Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End

Automatic Transmission, Inc.

Dennis Automotive

2220 Airline Drive, Kenner • 466-1381
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Emergency heart patients get cutting-edge care
By KEITH DARCEY

East Jefferson
G e n e r a l
Hospital is consistently ranked
as a regional leader in cardiac care.
These services are now better than
ever. Our paramedics and emergency
medical technicians are now armed
with the latest electrocardiogram
(EKG) technology as they respond to
emergency situations.
East
Jefferson’s
Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) led the way
in our area by introducing 12 lead
EKG capabilities to our ambulances
almost a decade ago. An EKG examines the electrical activity of the
heartbeat and is a common way to see
if a person is having a heart attack.
The latest version of this technology
allows EMS workers responding to
an emergency to perform a 12 lead
EKG and instantly send a diagnostic
quality test result to the hospital.
At the hospital, these test results are
simultaneously received by the emergency department, cath lab and
attending cardiologist before the

patient arrives. The medical team is
then standing by and ready, prepared
to take the patient either into the
emergency department to administer
appropriate care or straight to the cath
lab to begin a life-saving interventional procedure.
“When someone is having a heart
attack, time is precious because the
longer it takes to begin treatment the
more likelihood there is of losing
heart muscle,” says Mike Guillot,
EJGH Director of Emergency
Medical Services. “This 12 lead EKG
transmission technology is now up
and running and saving lives in our
community.”
In 2007, the American College of
Cardiology initiated guidelines aimed
at speeding up treatment for patients
experiencing a heart attack, now
commonly referred to as STEMI.
These national guidelines call for a
door to balloon time, or the time it
takes a patient to present to the emergency department to the time it takes
to begin an intervention in the cath
lab of less than 90 minutes.

The addition of the 12 lead EKG
transmission technology in our
ambulances significantly enhances
our medical team’s ability to far
exceed these guidelines. In fact, as a
participating member of the
American Heart Association’s
Mission Lifeline program, an initiative also designed to achieve a more
timely treatment for STEMI patients,
East Jefferson is ready for guideline
changes. The American Heart
Association will change door to balloon of 90 minutes or less to EMS 12
lead EKG to balloon in the same
timeframe.
“The bar keeps being set higher and
higher, and we believe that translates
to better outcomes for our patients,”
says Guillot. “We recognize that as
technology progresses, so does our
ability to save lives. The community
should know that East Jefferson is
already prepared to meet the new
standards before they are even in
place.”
East Jefferson General Hospital has
consistently pledged to the communi-

ty that we will seek the latest cuttingedge technology and make it available to our community. When it
comes to cardiac care, every second
counts. In the event of a heart attack,
or any other emergency, the residents
in our area can have the confidence
that our team of medical experts is
efficiently delivering the highest
quality of care. Our goal is home-tohome care. We can respond to your
home in an emergency so that you
can safely return home after treatment and rehabilitation.★

are the ones that are usually injured. The
fact that you were able to walk and bear
weight on the ankle with minimal pain following the injury, probably means that you
had what is called a grade I sprain.
Ligament tears are categorized as grade I,
grade II, and grade III injuries according to
the severity of the tear. A small stretching or
partial tearing of the ligament is often classified as a grade I tear. There is usually little or no functional loss of the joint and you
can still bear some weight with little pain.
There is mild pain with some swelling and
joint stiffness. A grade II ankle sprain is
more severe tearing of the ligaments with
moderate instability. There is usually moderate to severe pain with swelling and stiffness associated with this injury and weight
bearing is very painful. A grade III ankle
sprain is a total rupture of the ligaments
with gross instability and loss of joint function. Weight bearing is also very painful
and there is severe swelling that follows this
injury.
The things to do when you sustain an
ankle sprain are to apply what are called
R.I.C.E. principles of treatment. Rest your
ankle and do not walk on it. Ice the ankle to
help keep the swelling down several times
a day for 15 to 20 minutes. Compression
bandages are needed to help immobilize
and support the ankle. Elevate the ankle

above the heart level as much as possible
for the first 48 hours. You always need to
seek medical advice with this type of injury,
especially with a grade II or grade III injury.
Physical therapy plays a big part in the
rehabilitation of this injury to help restore
range of motion, strength, and proprioception to the injured site. The correct rehabilitation will help not only restore normal
function to the injured ankle but will allow
proper healing and prevention of further
sprains in the future. If the ankle does not
get the proper attention following an injury,
then there can be laxity or looseness that
will remain in the ankle that can give you a
higher probability of re-injury in the future.
If you sustain chronic ankle sprains, you
can use an ankle brace to help stabilize the
ankle during normal or recreational activities.★

Keith M. Darcey is a communications specialist with East Jefferson
General Hospital located at 4200
Houma Boulevard in Metairie.
Darcey can be reached at 889-7110
or at kdarcey@ejgh.org. East
Jefferson
General
Hospital,
Louisiana’s first Nurse Magnet hospital, is a publicly owned, not-for-profit community hospital, providing care
to the residents of the East Bank of
Jefferson Parish and surrounding
communities.

Lateral ankle sprain
By CRAIG GOODWIN

A lateral ankle
sprain or inversion
sprain of the ankle
is a common injury
in many different
sports. It occurs
when the foot is forced into an inward or

inversion position with a overstretching of
the ligaments on the lateral, or outside, of
the ankle. It is also sometimes referred to as
“rolling” the ankle over.
There are ligaments on the outside of the
ankle that try to prevent excessive inward
and forward motion in the ankle and these

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is
president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy, located at 3921 Williams
Boulevard and two other locations in
Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical School
Department of Allied Health, Department
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy can be contacted via email at
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.
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Biceps tendon tear: A common elbow injury
By THOMAS R. LYONS, M.D.

Tear or rupture
of the biceps tendon at the elbow
is a fairly common injury. The biceps muscle lies superficially in the anterior aspect or front of
the arm. It originates in the shoulder area
and inserts on the radius just below the
elbow and functions to flex or bend the
elbow and supinate or rotate the forearm.
Biceps tendon tears occur most commonly in males aged 40 to 60 years in the
dominant arm. Mechanism of injury is
usually forced extension of a flexed
elbow resulting in an eccentric contraction of the biceps muscle and avulsion of
the tendon from its insertion on the
tuberosity of the radius.

Diagnosis of a biceps tendon rupture
can be made with a careful history, physical examination and radiographic studies. Patients commonly report a forced
extension injury to a flexed elbow resulting in a sharp pop or tearing sensation
and immediate onset of pain in the anterior elbow. Pain typically resolves in a
few days. Physical examination usually
shows an obvious deformity of the
biceps muscle as it retracts superiorly in
the arm. Tenderness is noted over the
anterior elbow and a palpable defect is
usually present. Swelling and bruising
are commonly seen over the front of the
elbow. Muscle weakness in supination
and to a lesser extent in flexion is found.
Plain radiographs (X-rays) are usually

normal.
A magnetic resonance imaging (MRI)
scan of the elbow is often unnecessary to
diagnose a complete biceps tendon tear
but may be helpful in the diagnosis of a
partial tendon tear. Treatment of a complete biceps tendon tear is either surgical
or nonsurgical. Nonsurgical treatment is
reserved only for older, less active
patients who do not require full strength
in their arm. Surgical repair can be performed as an outpatient using a variety of
techniques. Surgery involves reattachment of the torn tendon to the radius
through one or two incisions with fixation using suture anchors or suture
through bone tunnels. In patients in
whom the diagnosis of biceps tendon

rupture is delayed for four to six weeks,
use of a tendon graft may be necessary
for repair. In order to properly diagnose
and treat a biceps tendon problem, an
evaluation by an orthopedic surgeon is
necessary.★
Thomas R. Lyons M.D. is a board certified orthopedic surgeon practicing at
the Orthopedic Center for Sports
Medicine located at 671 West Esplanade
Avenue in Kenner and in Metairie at
4921 Airline Drive. The Orthopedic
Center is a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care
with focused expertise in shoulder and
knee care. For additional information
call 467-5900.

★

Community

“Wild Safari” movie now playing at Rivertown MegaDome
“Wild Safari,” a family-oriented action
large-format movie, is now playing at the
Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema in
Rivertown.
Shown on a 50-foot domed screen,
“Wild Safari” brings audiences into the
passenger seat of an open vehicle as tour
guide and South African zoologist, Liesi
Eichenberger, narrates the search for “the

big five” elephants, Cape buffalo, rhino,
leopards and lions.
The film makers actually travelled
3,000 miles on a quest to show elephants,
Cape buffalo, rhino, leopards and lions in
their native habitat.
“I love this film and recommend it to
Kenner families because it shows the
beauty and grace of animals who only

In addition to amazing cinematography,
“Wild Safari” also features advanced
satellite imaging techniques for an incredible view of South Africa from space.
Admission is $6 for adults and $5 for
children and seniors. For more information about “Wild Safari,” call the
Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema at
468-7231.★

recently were considered on the brink of
extinction but now are being protected in
South Africa’s national parks,” said MarySharon Howland, director of Kenner’s
Community Services Department. “The
big screen makes you feel that you’re part
of the safari. At the same time, it’s not a
film that will upset the little ones. The children really love this movie.”
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3100 19th Street
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Metairie, LA 70002
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Fitness

Stress busters
By YVETTE DUSSOUY

Got stress?
Seems like a
question with an
obvious answer,
doesn’t it? After all, in the 21st
Century, doesn’t everyone have
stress?
Up to 75 percent of Americans
currently feel that they have more
stress than 10 or 20 years ago.
The problem is that stress doesn’t
just affect your mental and emotional well-being. Research from Loma
Linda University in California
shows that chronic stress produces a
negative affect on your physical
health, making you more vulnerable
to disease.
But, don’t lose heart. The case
against stress isn’t entirely lost. We
can make a few changes in our daily
habits, and may just find that stress is
a part of our past, not our future.
Play that funky music. Fast tunes

can cheer you up when you’re feeling low, and the slow beat of relaxing tunes can actually cause your
brain waves to keep time, say
researchers
from
Stanford
University. So, bring your mp3 player while you wait in line at the dry
cleaners or plug it into your car radio
while stuck in traffic. Do your workouts to music.
Shake your booty. Just one-half
hour of exercise can help your body
to release exercise-induced endorphins, feel-good chemicals that help
you forget your daily stress. Find a
cardiovascular activity that you
enjoy, whether it be walking, running, cycling or dancing.
Look to the future. Put something
on your calendar every day that you
can look forward to. Maybe it’s a
bubble bath with scented candles or
losing yourself in a new mystery
novel. Looking forward to a specific

event will help you to avoid
dwelling on negative triggers that
occur during the day.
Mix-up your routine. Do something out of the ordinary. Try a different fitness class or visit the new
Thai restaurant across town.
Write it down. Keep a journal.
Scroll down your worries, so that
you can look at them logically. If
your worries are keeping you up at
night, write them down on a
notepad, then resolve not to think
about them again until you review
your notes the next day.
Get a support group. Whether it’s
an official support group or a casual
gathering of friends, there is no substitute for getting another person’s
perspective on a situation.
Brainstorm solutions to your stressful problems with your support buddies. Or if all else fails, just ask your
pals to listen to you vent.

★

Change your thinking. What’s your
definition of success?
Don’t let stress affect your health
in a negative way. Do something
about – every day.★
Yvette Dussouy, for over 15 years
has owned and operated the Kenner
Jazzercise Fitness Center, which has
recently moved to a new location,
4228 Williams Boulevard. A certified
instructor for over 18 years, Dussouy
has been awarded Pacesetter Elite
status by Jazzercise, Inc. for the past
ten years. Dussouy can be reached at
464-4600 or jazspot@aol.com. The
Kenner Jazzercise Center has classes early morning, morning, afternoon, evenings and weekends – some
include childcare. This class schedule includes classes for the overweight through the very fit. For the
complete schedule visit www.jazzercise.com.

Auto

Preparing your car for hurricane watches and warnings
By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN

Regulated by the
United
States
Emergency Alert
System, a hurricane
watch is issued for a specified coastal area in
which a hurricane or a hurricane-related hazard is a possible threat within 36 hours.
An evacuation can be conducted in a wellorganized manner by heeding the advice of
local officials to leave early and taking proper precautions for your vehicle. Below are a
few tips on how to best prepare your vehicle
and stretch your fuel before an evacuation.
Plan escape routes. Know the official evacuation routes. Have a map handy and tune
into your local emergency broadcast radio
station.
Fill up your tank of gas early to help prevent sudden overloads on fuel supply in your
area and conserve the amount of gas used for
the next 36 hours by reducing the amount of
daily driving. Combine your errands into
one outing to avoid multiple trips. Avoid
traveling during rush hours if possible.
Replace dirty or clogged air filters.
Replacing a dirty or clogged air filter with a
clean one can improve gasoline mileage by
as much as 10 percent.
Make sure your tires are at the correct
pressure and not over or under inflated.
Keeping tires at the correct pressure can
improve your gasoline mileage by about
three percent.
Always use the recommended grade of oil
in your engine. Following your manufacturer’s motor oil recommendation can improve

gasoline mileage by one to two percent.
Look for motor oil that says “energy conserving” on the API performance symbol to
ensure it contains friction-reducing additives.
If time allows, visit your regular mechanic for a checkup of all key fluids like engine
oil, power steering, brake and transmission
fluids, windshield washer solvent and
antifreeze/coolant. This will better ensure
that long periods of travel don’t result in car
failure.
Also regulated by the Emergency Alert
System, a hurricane warning is issued when
a hurricane with sustained winds of 74 mph
or higher is expected to make landfall in 24
hours or less.
If the hurricane reaches Category 2 status,
most states will order a mandatory coastal
evacuation. You should complete your storm
preparations and leave when directed.
Consider the simple tips below when evacuating.
Leave early. If an evacuation is issued for
your area, leave as soon as possible. Driving
during the cooler parts of the day will make
the trip easier on your vehicle and its riders.
Reducing the amount of air conditioning
used can increase fuel efficiency by as much
as two miles per gallon under certain speed
and operating conditions.
Fuel before you go. Fueling vehicles before
setting out on the road can help eliminate
unnecessary stops and reduce traffic at stations along the original evacuation routes,
allowing oil and gas companies more effi-

cient re-supply of impacted areas.
Stretch your fuel. Good driving habits can
increase your fuel efficiency significantly.
Drive smoothly, avoiding heavy acceleration
or braking. Speeding, rapid acceleration, and
braking can lower your gasoline mileage by
five percent at lower speeds and by 33 percent at higher highway speeds.
Use cruise control on major roads and in
free-flowing traffic. Maintaining a constant
speed can improve gasoline mileage.
Gasoline mileage usually decreases when
driving at speeds over 60 mph.

Avoid idling. When you idle, you get zero
miles per gallon although your car is still
using fuel. It is better to turn your vehicle off
in situations where you are idling for an
extended amount of time.★
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned
and operated full-service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30
a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday.
Scotty’s website is www.scottystireauto.com.
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As the summer heat rises, tips to keep cool outside
By SMITA PATEL, M.D.
It is officially heat increases your body heat. The body
summer season tries to circulate more blood to the skin
and it is fun to be to help dissipate the heat. If the humidoutside and enjoy the summer, but we ity is high, it is hard for your body to
have to be careful to protect ourselves release the heat easily because the
from dehydration. It can be especially sweat will evaporate easily and hence it
challenging to do so if you are partici- pushes the body temperature higher.
pating in outdoor activities. If you are This can lead to heat cramps, heat
exercising outdoors or spending a large exhaustion or heat stroke which is the
part of the day outdoors, use common most severe of the three.
Try to follow simple precautions.
sense precautions to prevent common
heat-related illnesses which can have Make sure to drink plenty of fluids even
when you are not thirsty. Your body’s
very serious consequences.
Activity in this summer heat puts mechanism to cool is improved when
extra stress on your body. The outdoor you are well hydrated. Avoid drinks

with caffeine or alcohol as this worsens
dehydration and for rehydration purposes, caffeinated sodas and teas are not
good choices. Sports drinks are helpful
if you are going to be sweating for a
prolonged time because you can lose
nutrients like sodium and potassium
which sport drinks can replace.
Wear lightweight loose-fitting clothing so heat can easily evaporate. You
can also plan activities in the morning
or evening when it is cooler to avoid the
hottest midday sun. And, remember to
wear sunscreen.
Simple precautions during the sum-

mer months can easily prevent dangerous heat-related illnesses.★
Smita Patel, M.D. practices hospitalbased medicine at Ochsner Health
System. Dr. Patel also serves as a medical director of Ochsner Home Health
which provides highly specialized medical care to patients on the south shore
and north shore. Ochsner Home Health
is a component of Ochsner’s integrated
healthcare delivery system dedicated to
patient care and education. For more
information, call 842-5585 or email
smpatel@ochsner.org.

A new openness in U.S. society and technical advances in medicine result
in a better life for women during menstrual years
By ALLAN KATZ
It was only 15 or 20 years ago that
many women endured menstrual dysfunctions in silence, perhaps thinking
that it was inappropriate to complain
to their doctors.
But, today, an Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner gynecologist says the
combination of a society where

almost anything can be openly discussed and technical advances in
gynecological medicine have combined to relieve with little discomfort
many of the menstrual dysfunctions
that were once considered an
inescapable ordeal for women in their
40s and early 50s.
Dr. Al Wiedemann, who has been
practicing at Ochsner Medical Center-
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Kenner for about a year, has recently
published a paper that identifies procedures that are not invasive and are
almost painless that have vastly
improved the quality of life for
women in their menstrual years.
“As a veteran gynecologist, I can
tell you that the changes in our field to
correct problems related to excessive
bleeding and pain are absolutely revolutionary,” says Dr. Wiedemann. “One
wonderful procedure is endometrial
ablations under a light anesthetic. The
operation takes less than 15 minutes.
The patient goes home the same day
with few restrictions regarding her
activities.”
Dr. Wiedemann said another revolutionary procedure is a supracervical
hysterectomy with a laparoscope that
involves three punctures, none larger
than the point of a pencil. The bleeding part of the uterus is removed with
no incisions. This procedure also
helps women suffering pain from
heavy menses. The ovaries are left in
place and continue to function, Dr.
Wiedemann said. This is also an outpatient procedure lasting no more than
30 minutes. The patient is back at
work without restrictions in seven to
10 days, said Dr. Wiedemann.
Also life-changing for women in

their menstrual years is a procedure
that controls most cases of “leakage,”
Dr. Wiedemann said. The procedure
can be done on an out-patient basis in
10 to 15 minutes with little anesthesia
or discomfort. The patient is sent
home in three to four hours.
“There was a time in America when
many women suffered in silence
because they weren’t comfortable
talking about menstrual dysfunctions,” Dr. Wiedemann said. “But,
now, in the age of Oprah, there isn’t
anything that women can’t tell their
gynecologist. And, fortunately, at the
same time, we have these medical
advances that have allowed women in
their menstrual years to enjoy an
excellent quality of life.”
Dr. Wiedemann is a member of a
six-doctor group, including his son,
that moved to Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner. “Our experience at
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner has
been wonderful,” he says. “We’re
working with a great administration
that is committed to patient and doctor
satisfaction. This is a wonderful hospital. I have three grandchildren planning to enter the field of medicine and
I would wish for them the chance to
practice at an excellent hospital like
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner.”★

Community
★
Residents can recycle newspapers
at St. Jerome's Church in Kenner
Kenner residents who would like to
recycle their newspapers can drop them
off at St. Jerome’s Catholic Church, located at 2402 32nd Street.
“A recycling bin is located in the rear
area of the church’s parking lot and any
Kenner resident is welcome to drop off

their newspapers,” said Clarissa Merle, a
church staff member.
Merle continued, “The money that St.
Jerome’s earns from recycling newspapers
is devoted to our youth programs so there
is a double benefit between helping the
environment and aiding young people.”★
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Five-block code sweep on Idaho
Avenue nets 123 citations
Kenner Code Enforcement Director
Keith Chiro said that on June 9, 2009,
Kenner code enforcement inspectors
conducted a sweep of the 2100 through
2500 blocks of the east side of Idaho
Avenue and issued 123 citations for a
variety of code violations. Code
Enforcement Assistant Director Missy
Heyl said the largest number of infractions were violations of the electrical
code. Several locations were found in
violation of the mechanical code, mostly
for not having proper caps on rooftop
vents for furnaces or clothes dryers,
Heyl said.
Heyl said citations were listed for nine
high grass and debris violations, ten for
abandoned vehicles, seven fence violations, 10 garbage can violations, nine
plumbing violations, 14 mechanical violations, 36 electrical violations, 12 violations for required building maintenance,
five violations for having missing street
addresses, eight violations for exterior
foundation or roof problems, one citation for an illegal basketball goal and
two citations for illegal rear apartments.
Garbage container violations were for
leaving the containers on the street past
the allowed amount of time after
garbage pickup, which is 18 hours in
Kenner.
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Heyl said officials from Entergy
accompanied city inspectors and
checked electrical service at 159 locations, discovering evidence of tampering
at one electric meter and broken or missing seals at 11 others.
The June 9 sweep was part of a continuing effort the past several months by
the administration of Mayor Ed Muniz
to curb blight in certain residential
neighborhoods. The mayor said the
sweeps will continue until property
owners in those areas help bring about
improvements.★
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Wrongful death explained, a claim that looks at the big picture
By James L. Melchers
In an accident
involving
the
fatality of a loved
one there are so many losses that cannot be accounted for on a financial
statement. A loved one is not just a
financial provider, a caretaker for children or a supporter of elderly or special
needs relatives. A loved one is most
basically, one who is loved. They are a
source of affection and companionship
and the loss of a loved one causes
grief, distress, pain and suffering. The
law takes this into account. A wrongful
death action includes all these aspects
of a person’s loss, namely the loss of
love, affection, companionship, services, support, medical expenses and
funeral expenses. A wrongful death
claim counts the concrete expenses and
also attempts to measure in money the
value of these intangibles that a loved
one has lost with the death of their relative.
An important distinction!
Wrongful death actions are not the
same as pain and suffering benefits for
the deceased victim (called survival
benefits). These benefits for the
deceased victim consider pain and suf-

fering from the time of the accident to
the time of their passing. They are first
paid to the victim and may be transferred to the victim’s beneficiary at the
time of death. Wrongful death actions,
however, are firstly available to the
loved one after the victim’s passing.
Pain and suffering benefits for the
deceased victim and wrongful death
benefits are distinct from each other,
but may be collected together as part of
the total claim.
Who is entitled to wrongful death
benefits?
Wrongful death benefits are largely
based on the loss of intangibles in the
“emotional sphere.” Therefore, the
loved one must prove a close relationship with the victim. The damages will
vary in amount based on the degree of
closeness of the relationship. The priority of the relationships to the victim
will tell who may file suit to collect
benefits. Spouse and/or children come
first, followed by a father and/or mother. Next in line are brothers and/or sisters. Wrongful death benefits may only
be collected by the closest surviving
group. So, if a victim has a surviving
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wife and a child, for example, then his
mother and father, or brothers and sisters would not be eligible for wrongful
death benefits.
Closeness for minor children living
with the victim is assumed. Also, if the
minor is the victim, the relationship
with the parent is strongly considered
as close, unless the parent is little more
than the legal and biological parent of
the minor victim. An illegitimate child
of a victim may also collect in a
wrongful death action so long as the
victim informally acknowledged the
child during his lifetime. A “major”
child, or a child who is independent of
their parent, may establish closeness
based on relationship factors. A close
relationship during childhood that
grew into a good adult relationship, for
example including regular visits and
active participation in the victim’s life,
is deemed a close relationship. These
arguments would also apply for the
parents of a victim who is an adult
child.
Claims of brothers and sisters, the
last in the chain of relatives possibly
entitled to wrongful death damages
also are judged on factors of closeness.
While less common than the spousal or
parent-child relationship, the case for
the wrongful death of a beloved sibling
can be a strong one. A particular case
in 2004 awarded a significant judgment to each of the nine brothers and
sisters of a mentally-ill victim who
died as a result of negligent care.
In what circumstances are wrongful
death benefits collected?
Wrongful death actions or claims can
arise out of automobile accidents, accidents on the job, illnesses contracted
on the job, medical malpractice, negligence in nursing homes and hospitals
and many other situations that result in
the death of a victim. Let’s look at
some examples of wrongful death
actions.
A police officer was injured in a slip
and fall accident while on the job. The
slip and fall caused major damages
including a fractured ankle, herniated
disc and muscle weakness. In conjunction with his recovery, the officer was
diagnosed with ALS (Lou Gherig’s
disease), which is a neurological condition that affects the nervous system
and ultimately results in death. The primary physician concluded that the slip
and fall injury obviously caused spinal
damage. The trial court awarded both
pain and suffering damages (survival
benefits) to the victim for his injuries
sustained in the accident and the com-

plications arising from the ALS, and
also awarded wrongful death benefits
to the officer’s wife and adult son, who
were in close relationship to the officer
and suffered greatly from his death.
A man sustained fatal injuries when
he hit a concrete culvert after driving
off the highway into a ditch to avoid an
accident with another vehicle that had
entered his lane of traffic. The man was
divorced and his ex-wife had custody
of his four-year-old son. However, the
father took great interest in his son and
loved spending time with him. They
went hunting, fishing and camping on
a regular basis. A social worker testified that the son experienced bereavement and an adjustment disorder, but
an expert in clinical and neuropsychology disagreed with the social worker’s
diagnosis of adjustment disorder. The
ex-wife is not entitled to wrongful
death benefits due to their divorce. A
jury awarded wrongful death damages
to the son for his bereavement and also
awarded lost financial support to the
child and funeral and burial expenses.
A 22-year-old son dies of a drug
overdose. The court recognized the
natural love that the parents had for
their son during his childhood.
However, the parents divorced when
the son was 15 years old, and at that
time, the mother was not involved in
the child’s life and the father moved
out-of-state while the son remained at
his childhood home alone unsupervised. Neither parent expressed true
concern or adequately tried to remedy
their son’s addiction to drugs and their
previous home became known as a regular teenage “party house.” While the
parents still supported their son financially, the jury only awarded each $1 in
wrongful death damages because of
their obvious lack of concern for their
son. Funeral and burial and medical
expenses were awarded.
In conclusion, there are many facets
to a wrongful death claim or lawsuit. If
you have a loved one who has perished
wrongfully, you may want to contact
an experienced attorney to see if you
have a claim or basis for suing.★
James L. Melchers is the senior
attorney at Melchers Law Firm, located at 909 West Esplanade Avenue in
Kenner and the firm’s primary areas of
practice are estate planning, wills,
trusts, successions, corporate law, and
personal injury. Melchers can be
reached at 467-1092 or visit the website at www.melcherslawfirm.com.
Melchers Law Firm is now open one
Saturday morning each month.
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Real Estate
Six questions that can help you gain insight on a prospective home
By LINDA R. MARTIN
Unlike an automobile, you can’t
test drive a home
before you purchase it. You have to base
your decision on other factors such as
layout, condition and much more. And,
of course, the seller is obligated to disclose the property’s condition that may
alert you to issues such as previous
mold, defective water heater or leaky
roof. Yet, that still doesn’t always paint
the entire picture. Here are six questions
you should consider asking the seller to
gain additional insight about the
prospective home before you make a
final decision.
Why is the seller selling the house?
This question may help you evaluate
the “real value” of the property. Is there
something about the house the seller
does not like? If so, you may be able to
adjust the purchase offer accordingly.
How much did the seller pay for the
home?
In some instances, the answer to this
question may help you negotiate a better
deal. However, it is important to remember that the purchase price is influenced
by several factors, like the current market value and any improvements the seller may have made to the home. The orig-

inal purchase price might not have anything to do with the current value of the
house.
What does the seller like most and
least about the property?
By asking the seller what he or she
likes most and least about the property,
you might get some interesting information. In a few cases, what a seller likes
the most about a home might actually be
something the buyer is looking to avoid.
For example, if the seller describes his
house as being in a “happening neighborhood,” the buyer might consider this
a negative factor because the area may
be too noisy or busy for his or her taste.
Has the seller had any problems with
the home in the past?
It is also a good idea to ask the seller if
he or she has had any problems with the
home while living there. Has the seller
had problems with a leakage from the
upstairs bedroom in the past? If so, even
if the leak has been corrected, the floor
and walls around the bathroom might
have been damaged. You should check
that these items were repaired properly.
Are there any nuisances?
Use this question to find out about
barking dogs, heavy airplane traffic or
even planned changes to the community,

such as a planned street widening. This
may give you insight on why the seller is
really moving.
How are the public schools in the
area?
Because the value of a community is
usually greatly influenced by the public
schools in the area, finding out the
buyer’s perception can give you some
insight about the quality of the area’s
schools.
Knowing all you can about a prospective home will help you make a more

O PEN 2 4 HOU RS A D AY

informed decision as well as offer. Your
real estate professional can be a great
resource in helping you get your key
questions answered and give you advice
on how to evaluate your findings.★
Linda R. Martin can be reached at
443-6464. Prudential Gardner Realtors
is an independently owned and operated
member of Prudential Real Estate
Affiliates, Inc., a Prudential Financial
company. Visit the Prudential website at
www.prudentialgardner.com.

CONNECT WITH
STYLE.
At Aveda Concept Salons, fresh
new talent connects you with the
latest trends in cut, color and style.
Personalized service with pure
plant-based products care for you
and the Earth.
Book your appointment
today–before everyone else does.

New Talent

Haircuts starting at $16

Since 1985

701 W. Esplanade Avenue

465-9590
Open Tuesday through Friday 10 - 7, Saturday 9 - 4
Visit us at www.georgyssalonspa.com

• Kenner Police on site 24/7
• Flat screen TV give-a-ways
• VIP Reward System to win
cash and prizes
• $1000 jackpots
• Nickel, quarter & penny
machines
• Large assortment of different
machines
• Newest casino online in the
state of Louisiana

181 W. Airline Drive, Kenner
469-6199

L o ui s ia na A ss o c i a t i o n o n Co m p ul s iv e G a m b l in g H o t l i ne
1-87 7-77 0-S TOP (786 7).
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LASER X

8:00 PM

JULY 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

Laser X is the definitive hard rock, alternative experience! Featured artists include Rage Against the
Machine, Alice in Chains, Garbage, and White Zombie. Among the tracks covered are Bulls on Parade, Monkey Wrench, Would, Push It, and More Human Than Human.
(Some selections may contain profanity.)
Running Time: 45 minutes

LASER U2

9:00 PM

JULY 3

More than thirty years of worldwide fame and chart topping hits has made this band one of the most
popular rock bands of all time. Laser U2 features many of the group’s most famous tracks from
Beautiful Day, Streets, Zoo Station, Sunday, Bloody Sunday, Mysterious Ways, Pride, and more.
Running Time: 50 minutes

July 10
9:00 PM

LASER

More than thirty years of worldwide fame
and chart topping hits has made this band one
of the most popular rock bands of all time.
Laser U2 features many of the group’s most
famous tracks from Beautiful Day, Streets,
Zoo Station, Sunday, Bloody Sunday, Mysterious Ways, Pride, and more.

JULY 17
9:00 PM

LASER ZEPPELIN

Featuring some of the most popular Led Zeppelin songs ever released, Laser Zeppelin
will satisfy even the most die-hard of fans!
The playlist includes: Song Remains the
Same, Immigrant Song, Whole Lotta Love,
and Stairway to Heaven among many others.
Running Time: 50 minutes

Running Time: 50 minutes
Pink Floyd’s

July 24
9:00 PM

Pink Floyd’s

DARK SIDE OF
THE MOON

JULY 31
9:00 PM

THE WALL

More than thirty years of worldwide fame
and chart topping hits has made this band one
of the most popular rock bands of all time.
Laser U2 features many of the group’s most
famous tracks from Beautiful Day, Streets,
Zoo Station, Sunday, Bloody Sunday, Mysterious Ways, Pride, and more.

Stunning imagery and mind bending symbolism mark Pink Floyd’s groundbreaking 1979
album. Featured in this remarkable laser light
show are all of the album’s 15 tracks. Among
them are: In the Flesh, Goodbye Blue Sky,
Comfortably Numb, and Another Brick in the
Wall.

Running Time: 50 minutes

Running Time: 52 minutes

Get into t he “ spirit” with a s how full o f t he Red, W hite, and Blue! F rom p atriotic t o
pop, t his s how rocks to a wide s election o f great m usic and will l eave y ou b eaming with A merican pride. S elections include S ummon the H eroes, S antorini, a
Beatles M edley, a nd many o ther f amiliar f avorites!

ONE DAY PASS
Adult: $15.00
Child/Senior: $10.00

Shows: Noon & 3 p.m. o n Tuesday - Saturday

R unning time: 4 7 m inutes

*Children 14 & under/Seniors 60 & up

Includes admission to all Rivertown
museum attractions, including:
• Toy Train Museum • Mardi Gras Museum
• Science Center • Native American Museum
• Kenner’s Heritage Park
Plus, your choice of one feature at
Kenner’s Planetarium and Megadome Cinema:
• Planetarium Sky Show
• Large Format Film
• Laser Light Show

SATURDAYS ONLY: $1.00 off Children’s Castle
(with purchase of One Day Pass)

The Rivertown Box Office is located at 415 Williams Boulevard.
Hours of Operation: Tue-Sat, 9 am – 5 pm.
For more information, call 504-468-7231, ext. 220 or visit us at: www.rivertownkenner.com

ADMISSION
Adults: $6 per show • Children/Seniors: $5 per show
• Multi-show packages available
Children: 2-14 years • Seniors: 60 and over
For group reservations,
please contact Pat: 468-7231

SHOW SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!
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Georgy’s participates in Locks of Love program
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• Oil change
• Tire rotation
• Inspect brakes
• Inspect belts
• Inspect hoses
• Top off all fluids
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Hurricane
Evacuation
Preventive Maintenance Special
• Check tire pressure
• Inspect tires including spare
• Switch to nitrogen inflation
• Replace windshield wiper blades
(some cars excluded)

• Inspect exterior lights
• Inspect battery and exterior lights

129

$

95

Cannot be used with any other offer • Expires July 31, 2009

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner Work • Struts
Brake Service • Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups CV Joints • Fuel Injection Cleaning

Georgy’s Salon Spa client Catherine
Seeling is shown before hair stylist
Shannon Douglas cut off over ten
inches of her hair, and after, with
Georgy’s owner Pam Georgy holding
the hair clippings. Seeling’s hair was
donated to the Locks of Love program
which is a public non-profit organization that provides hairpieces to financially disadvantaged children in the
United States and Canada under age
18 suffering from long-term medical
hair loss from any diagnosis. Georgy’s
Salon Spa is located at 701 West
Esplanade Avenue in Kenner.

New mall manager announced at The Esplanade
Simon Property Group, Inc.
announced in June that Mark
Gianquitti has been named mall
manager and Kelly White has been
named director of marketing and
business development at The
Esplanade in Kenner.
Gianquitti’s history with Simon
includes serving as mall manager at
Downtown at the Gardens in Palm
Beach Gardens, Florida. Prior to
joining Simon, he was a general
manager with Prime Retail and held
various marketing positions at
General Growth Properties and The
Pyramid Companies.
As mall manager, Gianquitti will
manage all day-to-day operations,
maintenance and tenant relations.
Additionally, he will be responsible
for the security and marketing of the
centers.
Before joining Simon, White was
the director of marketing services at
Performance Architecture. White
previously held the position of assistant director of alumni relations at
Loyola University in New Orleans.
White will work to create, develop
and implement the overall strategic
marketing direction of the shopping
center in order to meet corporate and
property business and marketing

objectives.
White
is
responsible
for
staff
supervision of
customer
service, sponsorships/business development, budgetMark Gianquitti
ing and monthly marketing analysis/reporting,
along with maintaining community,
tenant and public relations.
“We are thrilled to welcome Mark
and Kelly to The Esplanade,” said
Gail Kaliszeski, portfolio director of
marketing of the Simon Group’s central division. “We look forward to
their passion and dedication benefiting The Esplanade.”
Simon Property Group, Inc. is an
S&P 500 company and the largest
public U.S. real estate company.
Simon is a fully integrated real estate
company which currently owns or
has an interest in 386 properties
comprising 262 million square feet
of gross leasable area in North
America, Europe and Asia. The company
is
headquartered
in
Indianapolis, Indiana and employs
more than 5,000 people worldwide.★

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireauto.com
OPEN YOUR ACCOUNT ONLINE AT WWW.GULFBANK.COM
Summer is all about fun, and
what could be more fun than
knowing that your checking
account is earning you 4.51%
APY Interest? Our sizzlin' hot
Interest Checking account has
no monthly service charge
and refunds your ATM fees
nationwide**!

4
.

51%
*

APY

Interest on a
Checking Account.

Smart.

Ask for Interest Checking

MEMBER

FDIC

1-800-223-2060 www.Gulfbank.com

4.51% APY* on balances up to $25,000
 1.01% APY on portion of balance above $25,000.00

0.10% APY on entire balance if qualifiers are not met.
*4.51% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) paid on balances up to $25,000 and 1.01% APY on the portion of balances above $25,000 each cycle the qualifications
are met. 0.10% APY will be paid on the entire balance in any cycle where the requirements are not met. ** ATM fee refunds will be credited to your account
up to $4.99 per ATM withdrawal each cycle qualifications are met; ATM fees will not be refunded for each cycle qualifications are not met. Fees may reduce
earnings. Rate and Refund requirements: 12 check card purchases, enrollment for E-Statements, and one of the following automatic transaction: direct
deposit, automatic payment (ACH), or online bill payment in each cycle. Annual Percentage Yields (APY) are effective 3/16/2009 and are subject to change
without notice. $25.00 minimum opening balance. No monthly cycle service charge. Available for Personal Accounts only. As of 4/1/2009, there is a limit of
one account per social security number. See Banker for more Details. Interest Checking Patent Pending by Banc Vue.
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Swimming pool safety and maintenance
By DAN DORMADY
Having a swimming pool can be
great, but pool
safety and maintenance must be top priorities for a homeowner. Keeping the
area around the pool secure and the pool
well maintained will keep it safe, clean
and healthy for your family and guests.
The most common defect observed
when home inspections are performed at
homes with swimming pools is related to
the fencing around the pool. The
International Residential Code requires
the fence to be at least 48 inches tall; the
spacing between the pickets must be four
inches or less; the spacing between the
bottom rail and the ground must be four
inches. or less; the gates must be selfclosing and self-latching; the gates need
to open out away from the pool, and the
opening mechanism must be at least 54
inches above the ground. Even if you
have the proper fence height and spacing,
you must make sure you have properly
working self-closure and self-latching
mechanisms.
Routine pool maintenance must be followed religiously if you want to get the
full benefit out of your pool. The best
thing to remember in owning a pool is to
try to prevent problems before they happen. Repairing a major problem with

your pool can be expensive, and you
don't want to be without the benefit of the
pool during the summer months.
Swimming pools require routine filter
changes, cleaning and a careful check of
the pH water balance during the swimming season. If the proper water balance
is maintained, and you ensure that the circulation system in your pool is always
working properly, then two-thirds of the
battle is done. A lot of the chemical considerations are determined by the amount
of usage the pool gets during the summer
months.
Sanitizing your pool is a must to insure
the health of pool users. Chlorine is typically added to the pool on a weekly basis.
The chorine works in the water to kill
bacteria and contaminants and this can be
accomplished by several methods. Some
pools are installed with a chlorine feeder,
but if yours doesn’t have one, they are
readily available from your local pool
dealership. You can also mix the chlorine,
which is available in a granular form,
with water and apply it yourself. Always
be careful in the process and not dump it
all in quickly, but add only a little at a
time. Any chemical is caustic, and safety
is a must.
You may also consider using bromine
to sanitize your pool. It is preferred by

people with very sensitive skin and those
who hate the chorine smell. The biggest
disadvantage of using bromine is it costs
much more than chlorine.
After the water has been sanitized, it is
then “shocked” approximately every two
weeks before adding chlorine again.
Because chlorine loses its effectiveness
after a period of interacting with pool
waste and contaminants the shocker is
used to clean out all of the leftover debris
from the chlorine interaction in the water.
The process, called oxidization, cleans
the swimmer waste from the pool, such
as skin cells, suntan lotions, cosmetics,
and even urine, and rids the pool of old
chlorine. If you notice the pool has a
strong chlorine smell, or is cloudy, it’s
probably because the pool is not being
maintained properly. Shocking the pool
will quickly cure this ailment. The pool
will then be re-chlorinated.
It is always a good idea to take a sample of your pool water to your local pool
dealership for testing on a monthly basis
to ensure that the water is correctly balanced. This will also help to foresee any
problems that may be arising in your
pool. Be sure to circulate the water in
your pool for at least eight to 12 hours
continuously during the day.
On a weekly basis, vacuum and skim
your pool to remove any debris. Doing so
helps control pool contamination. It is
also effective in discouraging algae
growth in your pool.
Other routine and preventative maintenance includes checking for the piping
and pump equipment for leaks; making
sure that all O-rings in the system are
greased and void of cracks or abrasions;
checking electrical connections on a regular basis to ensure there are no frayed or
cracked wires; keeping the skimmer bas-

kets free of debris, and keeping the pool
area free of vegetation and leaves to
insure there is no contamination of the
pool.
Pool maintenance should also include
periodic checks of the diving boards,
handrails, and ladders to insure there are
no loose or rusted bolts. Inspect your diving board for any cracks or stressed areas,
and replace if you find these problems.
Doing so will ensure the safety of all pool
users.
At season’s end, the procedure for closing the pool is important. Drain the water
level in the pool below the recommended
level for covering and drain the water
lines. Cover the pool with a heavy duty
pool cover, designed for your pool, to
keep leaves and debris out of the pool
during the closed months. Using a cover
that is designed for your pool helps to
keep debris out of the filter and circulation system during the time of the year
when the pool is not used.
Opening the pool in the warm months
is simply a matter of removing the pool
cover, and cleaning it for storage during
the summer months. Sanitize properly,
and check to ensure all filtration systems
and circulation systems are functioning
properly.★
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home
inspector and the president of CriteriumDormady Engineers, a locally owned
consulting engineering firm specializing
in residential and commercial building
inspection services. Dormady can be
reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net.
CriteriumDormady Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.
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Bridge closed on 26th Street over
Canal No. 17 until April 2010

KENNER
ST★R
Website www.kennerstar.com

On June 15, 2009, the 26th Street
Bridge over Canal No. 17 in Kenner,
also known as the Butler Canal, was
completely closed and will remain
closed until April 22, 2010.
During the closure, motorists can
use the bridges over the canal at
Veterans Boulevard or 23rd Street.
The 23rd Street Bridge has a five-ton
weight limit, so trucks and buses
must use Veterans Boulevard.
The closure is necessary to replace

the vehicular bridge over the Butler
Canal. James Construction Group,
LLC will perform the work at an estimated cost of $1,176,000.
The project is expected to be completed on April 22, 2010, barring any
unforeseen contractor delays and
weather permitting.
For more information contact Mark
Drewes, director of Jefferson Parish
Engineering Department at 7366514.★
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$5 million CVS Pharmacy ready to open at
West Napoleon and Williams Boulevard
By ALLAN KATZ

A $5 million CVS pharmacy that will
bring more than 60 new jobs to Kenner
is getting ready to open at the intersection of Williams Boulevard and West
Napoleon Avenue, as construction is
nearly completed and landscaping is
underway.
“We’ve often been told that older
sections of Kenner are not attractive to
developers,” said Kenner District 2
Councilman Joe Stagni. “But in the last
12 months, we’ve seen developers put
more than $25 million into the Crowne
Plaza Hotel at Williams and Veterans
and more than $10 million into the new
Big Easy Storage facility, at West
Napoleon and Williams, adjacent to the
new CVS. I think that demonstrates
when the city vigorously seeks and
encourages developers, good things
can happen in older areas of the city.
These three new projects have brought
more than $40 million in investments
and more than 150 new jobs to the
Kenner economy.”
Andrew Cronin, development manager for Boos Development of
Clearwater, Florida, the firm that han-

Beautiful, Smooth, Straight Hair
Finally a system that eliminates 80% of your
curl, all your frizz, lasts 3-5 months, and is
actually good for your hair.
Before

With every treatment, your hair becomes
stronger, shinier and healthier.

After

You’ll love your hair and so will everyone else.
Call today...

Introductory Price: $175

Hair S tylesUnlimited

Regular Price: $195

dled the construction of the CVS, said,
“This was our first project in Kenner
and we’re very impressed. Councilman
Stagni was great to work with, as were
the city department heads and other
officials. Everyone had a very positive
attitude, offered good suggestions and
made it clear that Kenner was glad to
have us in town. We feel that the finished CVS is a vast upgrade over the
empty lot that we began with. We
would welcome another opportunity to
work in Kenner. Nice people, nice
town.”
At the request of Councilman Stagni,
Boos agreed to pave Georgia Street,
adjacent to the property, which was
previously an unpaved alleyway. It will
now be easily accessible from West
Napoleon.★

★
Government
Tired of seeing junk cars? New ordinance
allows city to have them towed away
By ALLAN KATZ
Is there a junk car rotting away in
your neighborhood? Have you wondered why the city couldn’t remove it?
If so, relief is at hand. A new Kenner
ordinance empowers the city to have
junk cars towed from private property
with all costs being charged to the
owner of the towed vehicle.
“Whether it’s south Kenner or north
Kenner, I don’t think there is any part
of the city that doesn’t contend with the
blight caused by junk vehicles,” says
District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn who
has several times had Kenner’s Code
Enforcement Department and the
police department make sweeps
through his district to cite owners of
properties that don’t meet Kenner’s
housing codes.
Responding to the problem of junk
vehicles, Code Enforcement Director
Keith Chiro and the city attorney’s
office combined to write a new ordinance that allows a city magistrate to
order the towing of a cited vehicle after
just 15 days. The owners of cited vehicles, even if they’re on private property, have seven days to request a hearing
on the matter. If the owner doesn’t
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respond, the city’s private towing contractor – Moon’s Towing – can be
authorized by the courts to tow the
offending vehicle.
All costs for the towing will be
charged to the vehicle’s owner or, if
payment isn’t forthcoming, Moon’s can
acquire possession of the vehicle by
following requirements of Louisiana’s
towing laws.
“We’re very pleased with the new
ordinance,” said Chiro. “It should provide relief for all the neighborhoods
that have been suffering with junk cars.
Under the new ordinance, at worst, we
should be able to remove a junk car in
35 to 40 days. In many instances, we’ll
be able to tow a junk vehicle within
two to three weeks. Anyone aware of a
junk vehicle is welcome to call our
office at 468-7516.”
The Kenner City Council passed the
ordinance unanimously. “There is no
reason for any Kenner neighborhood to
have to tolerate a junk vehicle left on
the street, on the lawn or in the back
yard,” said Zahn. “Keith Chiro and the
city attorney deserve a pat on the back
for developing this ordinance.”★

464-5949 • 3635 Florida Ave.

$20 Savings

www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com
Thinning hair experts since 1977

Offer Good with coupon only
Additional charge for longer hair or extra thick hair

Specializing in hair restoration, extensions and alternative hair.

THANK YOU! BEST FISH FRY EVER!

St. Jerome
Knights of Columbus
Seafood Fry
July 17 • 5pm-7pm
Aug. 14, Sept. 18, Oct. 30, Nov. 20 • 11am-8pm
Crawfish Pasta
Fish Plates
Shrimp Plates
Crawfish Kickers
Hush Puppies
Combo Plates
Seafood Gumbo
Stuffed Crab Plates
Shrimp Creole
Phone-in Orders • Visa/Mastercard Accepted

3310 Florida Ave. • Kenner, LA 70065 • 504-469-6736

The Ice House
Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

469-3503

★

CAJUNLAND
COMPLETE
PROPANE
BOIL
TOP OFF YOUR TANK
& COOK FOR HER

Only

SOLD BY THE GALLON

It’s Summer Time
o
To G

★

5.99

Ice Cold Package
Beer
24 pk suitcase

ICE COLD

KEG
BEER

Only
★

17.99

Bud
Bud Lite

Coors Lite
Miller Lite

20 PACK

Longneck Bottles

Only

15.99

Bud
Coors Lite
Bud Lite
Miller Lite
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Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner is best in region for heart attack care
By PAOLO ZAMBITO

Every year, one million
Americans will have a heart
attack (or AMI – acute myocardial infarction) and of those people, approximately 40 percent will die. One of the greatest chances of saving your life or the life of a loved one
following a heart attack is to get them to the hospital in
the shortest amount of time possible.
Acting fast at the first sign of heart attack symptoms
has been proven to save lives and limit the damage to
your heart. “When it comes to heart attacks, the risk of
death is directly related to the amount of time the heart is
ischemic or starved for blood and oxygen,” says Jim
House, RN, BSN, CEN, director of OMC-Kenner
Emergency Department. The benchmark standard in
reperfusion (or restoration of blood flow) during a heart
attack is 90 minutes from arrival at the ER to the time the
blocked artery is opened. The average time it takes at
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner is now 60 minutes,
which is well under the national average and the best in
the New Orleans region according to AMI core meas-

ures.
OMC-Kenner, like many other hospitals, once struggled with achieving consistent reperfusion in heart attack
patients within the recommended 90 minutes. In working
toward meeting this goal, hospital administrators and
physicians were appointed to focus on improving these
times. Historical data was used to create an average timeline of the current processes in place. “Opportunities for
improvement existed between the time a heart attack
patient was identified to the time the patient arrived in the
cardiac catheterization lab for intervention,” explains
House. Therefore, through a coordinated effort between
the ER staff, cardiologists and the cath lab, a new process
of announcing an overhead page when a heart attack
patient presents to the hospital was implemented. This
process has resulted in a more effective and streamlined
process to achieve lower door to reperfusion times, thus
improving the outcome and survival rates of patients
experiencing a heart attack.
In addition to reducing reperfusion times in heart
attack patients, internal process changes have also direct-

ly resulted in increased patient satisfaction scores. The
scores at OMC-Kenner’s Emergency Department have
increased each month in 2009 having started in the 47th
percentile in January and steadily rising to the 99th percentile in May. While delays in the ER are sometimes
unavoidable, the staff makes a concentrated effort to keep
patients informed regarding the progress of their ER
workup. “This is another example of the way OMCKenner continues to strive to better serve the community
of Kenner,” says House.
If you think you or someone you know may be having
a heart attack, call 911 immediately. House says that
early activation of 911 will allow the receiving hospital
to prepare and initiate life saving treatment on arrival.★
Author Paolo Zambito, R.N., is Chief Executive Officer
at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner and has served in
this role for four years. He has been at the Kenner facility for over 18 years. For more information, please contact OMC-Kenner at the corner of West Esplanade and
Loyola Avenue in Kenner or call 468-8600.

★

Community

Angel’s Place seeks school supplies
Angels’ Place, a non-profit organization that
provides respite and end-of-life services to terminally ill children and their families, is beginning their annual school supply drive. To ease the
burden on caregivers, Angels’ Place hosts this
drive, which distributes the school supplies in the
summer during the last week of July.

The school children need protractors, hand-calculators, spiral notebooks, wide rule loose leaf
paper, sturdy rulers, report covers, planners, seethrough backpacks, crayons, colored pencils,
paints, index cards, large and small pencils, red
and black pens, primary writing tablets, glue
sticks, colored construction paper, hand sanitizer

and will accept anything that children normally
need during the school year.
People are asked to bring their donations to
Angel’s Place headquarters located at 4343
Division Street, Suite 206 in Metairie on Monday
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.
The contact phone number is 455-2620.★

★

Government

Augillard takes over Kenner District 1 seat

We are a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
great difference in the care, service and value your
family receives. If you ever have a question or would
like more information feel free to call or stop by.

Interim Kenner Councilmember for District 1 Sharon Augillard, shown taking the oath of
office, was sworn in by former District 1 Councilman Marc Johnson, who vacated his seat after
being elected April 4, 2009 as judge on the state Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. Also
shown are Kenner Councilwoman-at-Large Jeannie Black at left, Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz at
right along with Augillard’s husband Maurice Augillard, sister-in-law Hannah Chamberlain and
daughter Natasha Richardson.
Photo by Barry Sprague
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Banking

By GUY WILLIAMS

If you haven’t signed up
yet for online banking, now
is the time. Online banking
has come a long way in
recent years. It is now easy to sign-up and your
information is secure. Two big advantages of
online banking are that you save time and you
will have easy access to your money during an
evacuation.
Getting started is simple. Go to your bank
website and follow the instructions or go to one
of the bank branches and ask them to help you
get started. The process takes a little effort but it
will be repaid with monthly savings.
Once you sign up for online banking you will
have the ability to look up your account balances, see what checks have cleared and pay
bills online.
Automatic payments are a big benefit of
online banking. You can have your bills sent to
you electronically, rather than through the mail.
When the bill arrives, you select the bill and pay
the amount due or whatever amount you choose.
For things like credit cards it is wise to set up the
bills so that you decide what to pay. For larger
fixed payments like the house or car note, go
ahead and set it up so that the regular monthly
payment comes out automatically.
In addition to saving postage this payment
method will save you from late fees and,
because your payments will all be paid on time,

your credit score will increase. You will save
money and your higher credit score will ensure
that you get the best offer when you need to borrow money.
As an interesting side note, many employers
review credit history in the hiring process. A
poor credit history could mean no job offer.
Another benefit of online banking is that most
lenders will give you an interest rate discount if
you set up your loan for automatic payments.
Finally, evacuations are always a threat. We all
wish we would never have to evacuate, but if we
do have to, online access to bank accounts is
very easy. All you need to do is use any computer to access your information. Our international travelers are still surprised that they can
do their banking even when they are out of the
country.
So, take this opportunity to prepare for the
hurricane season by setting up your accounts
online. You will have worldwide access to your
funds and you will save money in the process.★
Guy Williams is president and chief executive
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company.
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410
Williams Boulevard. Glenn Dottolo, branch
manager, offers 25 years of full service banking
to his customers and can be contacted at 5653655. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website
at www.gulfbank.com.
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Tweens/Teens Acting
Filmmaking Workshop
Rivertown’s Kids Camp
Adventures

HURRY,
Space!
Limited

Online banking

JULY 2009

Taught by working film professionals who have worked on films
produced by Disney, Universal & Sony.
Will be teaching acting and filmmaking for ages 9-15 years-old.
Students will film & act in a short film together.
Two weeks, July 20-July 31, Monday-Friday, 9am to 2pm
Kiddie workshop, ages 4-8 years-old
One week, July 13-17, Monday-Friday,
9am to 2pm
$95 per week
Rivertown Exhibition Hall, Children’s Palace
Call 913-3297

MANOʼs HANDBAG BOUTIQUE
DESIGNER
REPLICA
PURSES

%

50 off
jewelry and
select purses

7024 Veterans Blvd.

LUGGAGE
WALLETS
CELL PHONE
ACCESSORIES

(corner David Dr. and
Veterans Blvd. next to Chuckie Cheese)

Monday - Thursday 10am - 3 pm
Friday - Saturday 10am - 6 pm
779-7800

Health Horse Liniment Erases Pain
★
Back on the market in its original doctor recommended cliniOchsner Health System goes transparent
cal strength formula. ARTH ARREST can relieve pain for
millions. Double action formula stops pain signals before
they can be sent to the brain. Visit www.artharrest.com or call
by posting ER wait times online
1-800-339-3301. JOHN BULL PHARMACY
requests for information about their care.
“When patients arrive at the emergency room,
their expectation is that they’ll be placed in a
room and evaluated by the provider and the
faster we can do that the better it is for the
patient,” says Guarisco.
“Recently, we displayed door-to-doctor wait
times and several patients opted to choose
shorter lines at Ochsner emergency rooms at
our Kenner and Uptown New Orleans locations,” says Guarisco. “Not only did those
patients receive quality care quickly, it also
decongested the ER where they first arrived –
a balancing act that benefits everyone.”
Ochsner has fully-staffed emergency rooms
in the greater New Orleans locations area at
180 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner, 1514
Jefferson Highway in Jefferson, 2700
Napoleon Avenue in Uptown New Orleans
and 2500 Belle Chasse Highway in Gretna.
Ochsner is committed to helping all patients
in an emergency and we never turn anyone
away, however, we want the public to know if
they can travel to another Ochsner location to
receive faster care, it will benefit them and
the entire healthcare system,” explains
Guarisco.★

Now available at:

2124 38th St.• Kenner • 443-1294

Doctors’ Discovery Helps Diabetics
Natural formula clinically proven by doctors to promote healthy
blood glucose levels. Some achieve normal glucose levels within
30 days. Cinnatrol even helps diabetic drugs work more efficiently and some patients, under their doctor’s care, have been
able to reduce or eliminate their need for diabetic drugs. Get
the study results and more info at www.cinnatrol.com.
CINNATROL is now available at:

JOHN BULL PHARMACY
2124 38th St.• Kenner • 443-1294

Window Screens Made & Installed
PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
Pool Enclosures
Carports
Insulated Rooms
Replacement
Windows
• Gutters
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Patio Covers
Glass Rooms
Room Additions
Screened Rooms
Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

504-467-6998

ES
AT
TIM
ES

FR
EE

New Orleans-based Ochsner Medical
Center, has taken the first step in becoming
more transparent about its available medical
care and empowering patients to gain faster
service. Ochsner is now posting online “real
time” wait times for its four New Orleans area
emergency rooms, thereby allowing patients
the option to be treated more quickly at another Ochsner hospital for non-life-threatening
conditions. The wait times are available at
www.ochsner.org.
High volumes have some emergency rooms
in New Orleans experiencing substantial wait
times,” says Joe Guarisco, Ochsner Systems
Chief of Emergency Services. “In an effort to
better meet patient needs, we’re electronically surveying our four local hospitals’ real time
and passing wait times on to patients who can
then make an informed decision to either stay
where they are or travel to another location
and be seen sooner.” According to Guarisco,
on average, 90 percent of ER visits are considered urgent care, while 10 percent are actual medical emergencies.
Ochsner is offering this information to
patients in an effort to improve healthcare for
the community and meet patients’ growing
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Investments
★
Summertime savings can be a
reality for your teen
By JOHN PREVOST

CHILDREN’S CASTLE • CANNES BRULEE NATIVE AMERICAN MUSEUM
MARDI GRAS MUSEUM • SCIENCE CENTER • HERITAGE PARK
PLANETARIUM AND MEGADOME CINEMA • THE TRAIN MUSEUM

MUSEUM HOURS: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday - Saturday

Children’s Castle

501 Williams Blvd. • 468-7231
All performances are on Saturdays at 11:30 a.m.

Princess Adventures
July 4
CASTLE CLOSED
Happy Fourth of July weekend!!!

July 11
PORTA PUPPET PLAYERS
presenting
“IF THE SHOE FITS…”
Come see Cinderella as she tells her
enchanting story.

July 18
STORYTELLER
FRANK LEVY
“BEAUTY & THE BEAST”
Members from the audience
become the cast and crew in this
production as the storyteller
weaves his tale about Belle and
her friends.

July 25
PORTA PUPPET PLAYERS

presenting
“THE SNOW WHITE SCANDALS”
Join Snow White for a magical adventure.
Schedule subject to change without notice.

www.rivertownkenner.com

Now that the school year has ended,
your teen may be looking forward to a
summer of scooping sundaes at the local
ice cream stand, policing the pool as a life
guard or teaching the kids at camp the art
of skipping stones. Whatever their source
of summer-time income, it is important
that they understand the value of their
work, the privilege of a paycheck and
most importantly the significance of saving and how it can contribute to a successful future.
After a couple weeks on the job, a
teenage worker will most likely get their
first paycheck. When this happens, be sure
to sit down with your child to explain the
ins and outs of the inevitable tax withholding and other deductions that could eat up
nearly 30 percent of their earnings. After
they get a grasp on this reality, encourage
them to open a checking account and give
them the freedom they’ve been yearning
for. Let them spend. Once they realize how
many hours it takes them to afford the latest iPod or designer t-shirt, they may think
twice when the next payday comes
around.
After your child is armed with a bit more
spending sense, help them establish a savings plan. Help them remember that time
is on their side. While those first jobs are
the beginning of independence and maturity, the youth of their years means the
compounding of their cash. They should
invest some of their earnings in a savings
account such as a Roth Individual
Retirement Account (IRA) as soon as possible. This way, their earnings will continue to compound without the burden of
Uncle Sam looking down on every dollar.
They can contribute up to $5,000 per
year for 2009 and withdraw the money
tax-free when they turn age 59 ½.
Although the money is taxed before they
put it into the account, it will accumulate
tax free for many years to come. While
some may think it’s too early to begin
funding retirement accounts in your teens,
when you look at the numbers you’ll see
it’s the best time to start. For example, if
your child begins contributing to an IRA
this year and contributes $2,000 for the

next 10 years, assuming a hypothetical
eight percent rate of return, they’ll have
approximately $31,290. But if they contribute $2,000 a year to their IRA for 20
years, assuming the same 8 percent rate of
return, they’ll have approximately
$98,845. (This example is for illustrative
purposes only and does not reflect the performance of any specific investment.)
Your teen may also want to consider
investing in the stock market. Even if they
set aside as little as $50 per month, they
could invest in a few companies they
admire and track each organization’s daily
performance in the newspaper or online.
With a vested interest in the stock market,
your teen will learn a lot about the fundamentals of investing and the potential benefits it may have for their future.
It is never too early to begin practicing
solid savings habits. As soon as your child
receives that first paycheck, teach them
that setting aside even a small amount
each week may make a big difference on
the road ahead.★
John Prevost is a financial advisor and
first vice president of investments with
Wells Fargo Advisors. This column was
provided courtesy of John Prevost whose
office is located at 111 Veterans Boulevard,
Suite 1800, in Metairie. Prevost can be
reached at 834-2663. This column has
been sponsored by Wells Fargo Advisors,
LLC. Wells Fargo Advisors is the trade
name used by two separate registered broker-dealers: Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC
and Wells Fargo Financial Network, LLC,
Members SIPC, non-bank affiliates of
Wells Fargo and Company. The accuracy
and completeness of this article are not
guaranteed. The opinions expressed are
those of the author and are not necessarily those of Wells Fargo Advisors/Wells
Fargo Advisors Financial Network or its
affiliates. The material is distributed solely for information purposes and is not a
solicitation or an offer to buy any security
or instrument or to participate in any trading strategy. Investments in securities and
insurance products are not FDIC-insured,
not bank-guaranteed and may lose value.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE
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Community
★
Kenner youth flag football to
kick off in August
Beginning in August, the Kenner
Police Department, the Boys and Girls
Club of America and the New Orleans
Saints will host a boys and girls flag football league. This will be the fifth time
Kenner has hosted a youth flag football
program.
The league is open to boys and girls
between the ages of seven and 14. Age
groups are grouped as seven and eightyear-olds, nine through 11-year-olds and
12 through 14-year-olds. All of the age
groups will be coed, with the exception
of the 12 to 14 year-old group. Games
will be played at Muss Bertolino
Playground in Kenner.
Online registration will begin on
Wednesday, July 1. Participants must
register online by Sunday, July 26 to be
eligible to play.
“Our goal is to provide kids with a safe

and fun experience,” said Police Chief
Steve Caraway. “This program will help
kids build self-esteem through teamwork
while teaching them the fundamentals of
football.” Caraway also said that with
several Kenner police officers volunteering as coaches, the program will give
kids the chance to interact with and learn
from positive role models and also allows
kids to see police officers as ordinary
people, who believe in giving back to
their community even when they’re not
wearing a uniform.
To register online visit the Kenner
Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com and follow the link posted for
flag football on the home page.
To volunteer, become a sponsor or for
more information on the league contact
the KPD Community Relations Division
at 712-2294.★

Rivertown to host arts and
crafts show on August 1
Rivertown’s newly-renovated Heritage
Hall will host a free admission arts
and crafts fair in Kenner. Set for
Saturday, August 1, the arts and crafts
fair will be able to house vendors in up
to 4,000 square feet in Heritage Hall.
Vendors are required to pay a $50 fee
that provides them two tables to show
their wares.
Mary-Sharon Howland, director of
the Community Services Department
for the city of Kenner, said, “This arts
and crafts fair in Kenner will provide
an opportunity for the city’s residents
and folks around the region to see our

newly-renovated Heritage Hall.
Located at 303 Williams Boulevard at
Third Street, Heritage Hall is a great
place for parties, weddings, family
reunions and other events. The
response from many of the leading
arts and crafts vendors has been outstanding and we think that we’re
going to have a big crowd for this oneday show.”
The entire arts and crafts fair will be
held indoors in the air-conditioned
Heritage Hall. Refreshments will be
available for purchase. For more information call 468-7293.★

KPD “Click It or Ticket” effort
In the month of May, the Kenner
Police Department joined with state and
local law enforcement agencies and
highway safety groups in supporting the
aggressive national “Click It or Ticket”
seat belt enforcement campaign, which
took place from May 18 through May
31, 2009. During that period, police
ticketed unbelted vehicle occupants
around the clock. The Kenner Police
Department issued a total of 295 tickets
in reference to improper seat belt usage.
Seat belts are the single most effective piece of safety equipment in a vehicle, yet NHTSA observational studies
show that nearly one out of five
Americans still fails to wear a seat belt

when driving or riding in a motor vehicle. When worn correctly, seat belts
have been proven to reduce the risk of
fatal injury to front-seat passenger car
occupants by 45 percent and by 60 percent in pickup trucks, SUVs and minivans.
The “Click It or Ticket” mobilization
effort was supported by an $8 million
national paid advertising campaign,
which, along with additional state
advertising, encouraged every driver
and passenger to buckle up, especially
at night.
For more information on the “Click It
or
Ticket”
campaign
visit
www.nhtsa.gov.★
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Airport

Progress in tough times
By PATRICIA MALONE, Interim Director of Aviation, Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport

is greater than the supply. Competing
destinations are experiencing larger percentage losses this year – 12 percent for
Las Vegas and over 11 percent for
Orlando. The good news is that we are
well-positioned to receive additional
service when the airlines decide to add
capacity once again. Last month, we
were pleased to announce the return of
AeroMexico to New Orleans this month
with non-stop service to Mexico City
with a continuation to San Pedro Sula
Honduras. We are hopeful this service
will be very successful leading to additional southbound international destinations.
In January, we reported the New
Orleans Aviation Board’s plans for continuing our facility improvements
despite the national economic downturn. I am pleased to say that these plans
still have the green light. First, we will
be improving the existing structure with
$12 million of interior terminal
improvements getting underway this
year. This will include renovations to
restrooms by 2011 (start date is January
2010), new flat-screen flight information display systems (FIDS) by mid2010 (start date – summer 2009) and an
overhaul of the ticketing lobby by mid-

The
airline
industry is watching with anticipation the price of
oil rise. We are too. Last fall, the industry made dramatic moves to withstand
the $140 a barrel oil cost by downsizing,
eliminating routes and consolidation of
resources. Some airlines even ceased
commercial operations altogether.
Industry-wide, the entire country is losing nine percent of its capacity and this
trend is expected to continue through
2010. Airports, including Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport, are preparing for the possibility
of further cuts to air service.
Unfortunately,
Armstrong
International Airport did not escape the
industry shift unscathed. We currently
have 117 daily departures to 33 non-stop
destinations with a total daily seat
capacity of 14,126 (each way). The bad
news is this is a 10 percent reduction
since June 2008 and brings us down
below 70 percent of pre-Katrina service
levels. Last spring, when we hit all time
post-K highs in terms of air service levels, we had finally reached equilibrium
between supply and demand. Now the
planes are over-sold again and demand

K
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INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION
IN LAKETOWN

JULY 4TH

2010 (start date – fall 2009). These projects will be constructed by multiple contractors creating a major economic
impact to local business. In conjunction
with the interior project, $5 million dollars will be spent on exterior terminal
improvements. This will include the
replacing of the exterior two-story
façade of the terminal building which
will open the lobby area to more natural
light, improved lighting on the lower
level roadway and improved ventilation
and traffic flow through the baggage
claim area. New seating areas and landscaping will be added as well. This project is scheduled for completion in mid2010 (start date – summer 2009).
Our plans also include new construction. New capital improvement projects
will include a $25 million expansion of
Concourse D with the addition of six
new gates, concessions and additional
restrooms. The preliminary foundation
work is underway and construction
should start at the end of this year with
an expected completion date of early
2011. Next is the consolidated rental car
facility (CONRAC), a $110 million
project that will be a state-of-the-art
facility housing all rental car companies,
their ticket counters, offices and auto-
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University Park Lions Club Meeting at Kenner
City Park Pavillion Corner of Vintage & Loyola
for 7:15 p.m.(For info. 466-2033)

(For info. call 913-3297 or
Sponsored by Treasure Chest Casino & City of Kenner e-mail:kidscampadventures@yahoo.com)

Pontchartrain Center: AAU Girls Basketball
8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.-Aduts/$12.00 Ages 3-9/$8.00
(For info. 465-9985)

Happy Independence Day

2

1

“Bottom Line Luncheon”Piccadilly Cafeteria
12:00 Noon @ Clearview Location
(For info. Barry Haindel 450-8198)

Fireworks at 9:00 p.m.

Patricia Malone can be reached at
www.flymsy.com. Check your local listings for the air time of the Armstrong
International Airport 30 minute television program, “Airport Alive” or view it
on the airport website by clicking on the
“Airport Alive” link on the homepage.

For more information call Leisure Service - 468-7268 or 468-7284
or visit City of Kenner Website: www.kenner.la.us
Zoning Adjustment Meeting in the Council Chamber
for 6:00 p.m.

KID’S CAMP ADVENTURES
IN RIVERTOWN
Now-August 7th
Still Enrolling!

mobiles. The total completion of this
project is late 2012 (start date – bids out
fall 2009). Other projects still on tap
include a $10 million “new” airfield rescue fire fighting (ARFF) facility, a $25
million project to replace the aircraft
apron (concrete areas) around the concourses, $15 million roadway, taxiway
and airfield lighting projects and more.
We are also working closely with the
Corps of Engineers and the East
Jefferson Levee District to improve the
hurricane levees at the west end of the
airport with a completion goal of 2011.
The New Orleans Aviation Board is
working to provide a facility everyone
can take pride in. It is a facility with a
focus on safety, first class treatment of
our traveling public and support of the
communities with jobs. The staff at
Armstrong International Airport will
continue to perform the tasks necessary
to make your airport the best it can be.★

3

City of Kenner Council Meeting in The
Council Chamber of City Hall for 5:00 p.m.
Kenner Rotary Meeting
at Trauth’s (For info. 464-7276)
Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner
New Orleans Plaza Hotel @ 7:00 a.m.
(For info. 469-5352)

All City of Kenner Offices Closed

4
Pontchartrain Center:
Hardey Boy Entertainment
Presents
Teen Bounce Summit
7:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
Admission/$28.00
(For info. 1-800-745-3000)

CITY HALL ............................... 468-7200
Brake Tag ................................. 468-4075
Children’s Castle ...................... 468-7231
City Park Pavillion .................... 468-6638
Civil Service ............................. 468-7219
Clerk of Court ........................... 468-7277
Code Enforcement ................... 468-6607
Community Development ........ 468-7588
Community Services ................ 468-7293
Complaints ............................... 468-4040
Council on Aging ...................... 468-7513
Council Office ........................... 468-7245

5

6

7

Rotary Club of New Orleans
International Airport 12:00
Noon@ Treasure Chest Casino
Glass Room(For info. Charles
Bryan 468-5413)

8
“Bottom Line Luncheon”

9

10

Children’s Castle:
Porta Puppet Players
present
“If the Shoe Fits...”
(For info. 468-7231)

Piccadilly Cafeteria 12:00 Noon
Kenner Rotary Meeting
@ Clearview Location
(For info. Barry Haindel 450-8198) at Trauth’s (For info. 464-7276)

KPRD Day Camp and Kinder
Camp Session 3, Artworks and
Teen Camp for Girls begins
(For info. 468-7268)

Kenner Central Lions Club Meeting
for 8:00 p.m. @ 2114 Kenner Ave.
(For info. John Maher 466-8730)

11

Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner
Radisson Hotel @ Williams
& Vets at 7:00 a.m.
(For info. 469-5352)

Cultural/Theatre ....................... 468-7221
Food Bank ............................... 468-7220
Freeport Science Center .......... 468-7231
Finance .................................... 468-4052
Fine Art Gallery ........................ 468-7231
Handicap Services ................... 468-7204
Humane Department ............... 468-7503
Insurance Department ............. 468-7233
Leisure Services ...................... 468-7268

12

13

14

“Bottom Line Luncheon”
Piccadilly Cafeteria 12:00 Noon
@ Clearview Location
(For info. Barry Haindel 450-8198)

Rotary Club of New
Orleans International Airport
12:00 Noon @ Treasure Chest
Casino Glass Room(For info.
Charles Bryan 468-5413)

19
Pontchartrain Center:
AKS Gem Show
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Admission/$5.00
& Steinhauer Productions
Arts & Crafts Show
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Admission/$5.00
Ages 12 & Under Free
(For info. 465-9985)

26
Pontchartrain Center:
Great Southern Gun &
Knife Show 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Adults/$8.00 Ages 6-11/$2.00
Ages 5 & Under/Free
(For info. 465-9985)

20

Rotary Club of New Orleans
International Airport
12:00 Noon@
Treasure Chest Casino Glass Room
(For info. Charles Bryan 468-5413)

KPRD Day Camp and Kinder Camp
Session 4, Gymnastics Camp, Art
Camp for Teens and Cheer Camp
Begin(For info. 468-7268)
Rotary Club of New Orleans
International Airport 12:00
Noon@ Treasure Chest Casino
Glass Room(For info. Charles Bryan
468-5413)

27

KPRD Day Camp Session 5 begins
(For info. 468-7268)
KPRD Registration for Football,
Cheerleading, Volleyball &
Bounceball begins
(For info. 468-7211)

15

University Lions Club Meeting at
Kenner City Park Pavillion Corner
of Vintage & Loyola for 7:15 p.m.
(For info. 466-2033)

21
K.P.B.A. Meeting & Luncheon
Messina’s Restaurant
(For info. & Reservations
962-3930)
Kenner Lions Club Meeting for
7:00 p.m. @ 2001 18th St.
(For info. & Reservations
464-1511)

28

“Bottom Line Luncheon”Piccadilly
Cafeteria 12:00 Noon@
Clearview location
(For info. Barry Haindel
450-8198)

22

Planning & Zoning Meeting in
The Council Chamber of City Hall for
6:00 p.m.

City of Kenner Council Meeting
in TheCouncil Chamber of
City Hall for 5:00 p.m.

16

Kenner Rotary Meeting @
Trauth’s (For info. 464-7276)
Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner
New Orleans Plaza Hotel
@ 7:00 a.m.(For info. 469-5352)

17
Pontchartrain Center:
AKS Gem Show
10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Admission/$5.00
(For info. 465-9985)

Kenner VFW Post #7732 at 2114
Kenner Ave. for 7:00 p.m.
(For info. 466-0368)

“Bottom Line Luncheon”
Piccadilly Cafeteria 12:00 Noon
@ Clearview location
(For info. Barry Haindel
450-8198)

18

Louisiana Wildlife Museum ...... 468-7231
Mardi Gras Museum ................ 468-7231

KPRD Green Kids Krafts Workshop
at 10:00 a.m.(For info. 468-7268)

Mayor’s Office .......................... 468-7240

Pontchartrain Center:
AKS Gem Shows 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Admission/$5.00
& Steinhauer Productions Art & Crafts Show
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Admission/$5.00 Ages 12& Under/Free
(For info. 465-9985)

Museum Administration ........... 468-7231

Museum Welcome Center ....... 468-7231

Native American Village ........... 468-7231
Personnel Department ............. 468-7207
Planning Department ............... 468-7280
Police Department ................... 712-2200
Pontchartrain Center ................ 465-9985

23

24

Kenner Rotary Meeting
at Trauth’s (For info. 464-7276)

Children’s Castle:
Porta Puppet Players
present
“The Snow White Scandals””
(For info. 468-7231)

25

Public Works Department ........ 468-7515
Purchasing Department ........... 468-7261
Recreation Department ............ 468-7211
Saints Hall of Fame Museum ... 468-7231

Pontchartrain Center:
Great Southern Gun & Knife Show
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Adults/$8.00 Ages 6-11/$2.00
Ages 5 & Under/Free
(For info. 465-9985)

Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner at
New Orleans Plaza Hotel @
7:00 a.m. (For info. 469-5352)

Kenner Central Lions Club Meeting for
8:00 p.m. @ 2114 Kenner Ave.
(For info. John Maher 466-6730)
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Children’s Castle:StorytellerFrank Levy
presents “Beautyand the
Beast”(For info. 468-7231)

Science Complex ..................... 468-7231
Space Station Kenner .............. 468-7231
Times Picayune ....................... 467-1726
Toy Train Museum ................... 468-7231
Traffic & Engineering ............... 468-4007

Pontchartrain Center:
LA Kennel Club AKC
Dog Show Noon-5:00 p.m.
Admission/Free
(For info. 465-9985)
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Kenner Rotary Meeting at
Trauth’s(For info. 464-7276)
Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner at New
Orleans Plaza Hotel @
7:00 a.m.(For info. 469-5352)

31
Pontchartrain Center:
LA Kennel Club AKC Dog Show
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Admission/Free
(For info. 465-9985)

Visitor’s Information Center ..... 468-7527
Wastewater Operations ........... 468-7292

For FIRE 467-2211
Police and Emergencies
Dial 911 or 712-2222
Red Cross 833-8565
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Sports

Mainieri is the man
By KEN TRAHAN

In the coaching world, it is
extremely difficult to be the
person to follow a legend. In
college football, Ray Perkins
tried at Alabama. While he went 32-15-1, he never
approached Bear Bryant's success and left for the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers. Bryant won six national
championships. Perkins did not approach one.
While Perkins was a beloved former player and
student of Bryant’s, his name wasn’t Paul Bryant.
In college basketball, Gene Bartow succeeded
John Wooden at UCLA, even leading the Bruins to
the Final Four in 1976 without winning a national
title but left for UAB to escape Wooden’s huge
shadow. Wooden won 10 national championships
with the Bruins. Bartow left to start up a program
at UAB, where he would be the man. He would
never be the man at UCLA because his name wasn’t John Wooden.
In college baseball, Skip Bertman won five
national championships at LSU. While Smoke
Laval did a solid job, even leading LSU to a pair
of College World Series appearances, he was
never embraced and was eventually dismissed. His
biggest sins were that he did not win a national
championship and his name wasn’t Skip Bertman.
The shoes are simply too large to fill. It has been
quite common in sports for the second person succeeding the legend to achieve success and gain
acceptance, fair or unfair. Most certainly, that is
the case at LSU in baseball.
For the first time in LSU history, someone not
named Skip Bertman has coached the Tiger baseball team to a national championship. Of course,
he was hand-picked by Bertman. Paul Mainieri is
the man. He has etched his name into the Mount
Rushmore of coaches at LSU by leading the Tigers
to a national championship, downing Texas 11-4
in Omaha on June 24 to win the title series two
games to one.
Mainieri is his own man. He is comfortable in
his own skin. He is stunningly polite to all media
and fans and gains acceptance from both constituencies. He has not changed in that regard since
he played college baseball under Ron Maestri at
UNO. I knew him then and I know him now. He is
a pleasure to deal with and he has brought great
pleasure to LSU fans and administrators.
Mainieri has the assurance of his conviction and
does not impose unnecessary pressure on himself.
Only a man assured of himself would make the
radical moves he made in 2009. After receiving the
onus of a preseason number one ranking in the
nation, LSU started fast at 9-0. They would then
struggle a tad to post a 28-12 record following an
April 19 loss at home to Tennessee. Good, but not
great. Acceptable for most, but not acceptable for
a team and a demanding fan-base with lofty expectations. Ask Laval.
Mainieri took action. He moved Ryan Schimpf
from second base to left field and on occasion, to
first base. He moved Sean Ochinko to first base
permanently. He inserted freshmen Mikie

Mahtook in center field, Austin Nola at shortstop
and Tyler Hanover at third base. He moved D.J.
LeMahieu, a top pro prospect, to second base. He
sent Leon Landry to the bench against left-handers. He benched Derek Helinihi. He moved Chad
Jones to the bullpen from the outfield after he
returned from spring football practice. He kept
Jones on his roster in the first place despite knowing he would lose him for about a month.
When the College World Series came along, he
re-inserted Helinihi at third base, who played brilliantly defensively. He switched to Austin Ross for
game two against Texas after winning game one,
pushing Anthony Ranaudo back a day to give him
an extra day’s rest. In the final game of the season,
the game to decide the title, he moved Ochinko to
the clean-up spot and Jared Mitchell to the fivehole, dropping Micah Gibbs to the seven spot and
Mahtook to the six-hole. The moves Wednesday
night proved prophetic. Mitchell belted a two-out,
three-run home run in the first inning, an inning he
likely would not have hit in had he been in his
familiar six or seven spot in the lineup. Ochinko
had four hits, including a home run, and drove in
three runs. Despite struggling, Ranaudo outpitched
the Texas starter, Cole Green.
After the midseason moves, LSU went 28-5 the
rest of the way. They turned double plays. They
hit. They made all the plays in the outfield.
Pitchers pitched more to contact, with more confidence in their defense. They won the national
championship.
As he has noted many times, Mainieri coaches
by feel, going with his gut feeling frequently. Of
course, we should not mistake this for a whim. The
man is extremely well prepared and a tremendous
student of the game.
With mentors such as Maestri and his beloved
father, Demi Mainieri, who was a legendary coach
at Miami-Dade North Community College, Paul
has had great teaching. He is also very close to Los
Angeles Dodgers legend Tommy Lasorda,
Chicago Cubs General Manager Jim Hendry and
Cubs Assistant General Manager and former
Minnesota Twins World Series champion Randy
Bush, his former UNO teammate. Mainieri knows
baseball.
He understands the landscape at LSU. He is
poised and polished. Some would call him lucky –
lucky that Louis Coleman decided to come back
for his senior season and won 14 games. Lucky
that the team avoided injuries. Lucky that Chad
Jones returned from spring football. Lucky that
Matty Ott became such an accomplished closer as
a freshman. Lucky that Jared Mitchell skipped
spring football with Les Miles’ blessing to stick
with baseball. Lucky that Augie Garrido made
some shaky coaching moves in the 7-6, eleven
inning win, in game one of the title series. Lucky
that his gut feeling lineup changes worked out.
It has been my experience in life that while many
are lucky or fortunate at times, those who work the
hardest and are the most prepared will experience

the most luck. That is no coincidence.
When he left a dream job at a storied institution
in Notre Dame to come to LSU, Mainieri had to
forfeit money in his first year. He left the nation’s
most storied sports institution, a program that he
had built into a College World Series program
(2002). At the press conference to introduce him as
head coach at LSU, Mainieri told me that he made
the move because you can compete for national
championships with regularity at LSU and that
you come to LSU to win national championships.
The fact that he had played at LSU and at UNO
and met his wife Karen (from New Orleans) while
at LSU was a contributing factor. Mainieri knew
the territory. He also understood the awesome
continued on page 26

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING
SMALL JOBS
Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters
•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941
Fax (504) 888-8120
Ochsner Home Health
Was recently rated in the top 25% of home health agencies
nationally for excellence in quality patient care.
Is also ranked number 1 in the state and number 13
in the country for their re-hospitalization rates.
Is accredited by The Joint Commission.
Has recently moved to the Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
building and provides nurses, physical, occupational
and speechtherapists as well as social workers
and aides covering a 50 mile radius.
Is bringing Ochsner’s Excellence HOME.
200 West Esplanade Avenue
Suite 601
Kenner, LA 70065
842-5585
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AAU brings over 3,500 people to Kenner
By SHARON SOLOMON

Once again, the
K e n n e r
Convention and
Visitors Bureau,
the Pontchartrain Center and the city of
Kenner hosted another successful AAU
girls basketball national championship
tournament. The 11 and under girls tournament started with opening ceremonies
on June 26, and ended on July 1, 2009.
Fifty-two teams met here, played their
hearts out and created memories to last a
lifetime. Over 1,200 athletes from out of
state along with in-state teams participat-

★

ed, bringing over 3,500 visitors to
Kenner for this event.
We at the KCVB have been working
on the plans years ahead of time and our
members were ready to assist our visitors
in all facets. Our restaurants and hotels
saw their business increase during this
time. Retailers benefitted from the presence of over 3,500 people looking to fill
their free time. And, hopefully, some of
you came and saw some very good basketball and cheered on what will be, as
history has proven, future WNBA players.

One team in particular not only created
memories but left their mark here. The
Dayton Lady Hoopsters coaches requested we help them find a way to give back
to the community because Hurricane
Katrina had made an impact on their
young girls. Videos about the hurricane
had been shown to all the girls and this
team was moved enough to want to help
while they were visiting. Mathew
Madges, team coach, and his players
spent an evening at the local Ronald
McDonald House volunteering by doing
chores around the house. The KCVB

applauds these community-oriented
Lady Hoopsters for their volunteerism.
If you are interested in joining the
KCVB and finding out what the KCVB
can do for your business, please call 4649494.★
Sharon Solomon is the marketing
director for the Kenner Convention and
Visitors Bureau, located at 2100 Third
Street in Rivertown. Sharon Solomon can
be reached at 464-9494, via email at kennercvb@aol.com or at www.kennercvb.com.

Community

Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner receives 2008 hospital quality award
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner has
received a gold level 2008 Louisiana Health
Care Review (LHCR) hospital quality
award at the second annual Louisiana
Health Care Quality Summit on May 18,
2009, in Baton Rouge
LHCR initiated the hospital quality award
in 2005, recognizing those hospitals achieving significant improvement in care over the
preceding year, specifically for those
patients who required admission for acute
myocardial infarction, heart failure, community-acquired pneumonia and surgical
care.

In 2006, LHCR implemented four levels,
platinum, gold, silver and bronze for this
award. As the Medicare quality improvement organization for Louisiana, LHCR
continues this important work with its hospital partners.
“Receiving this award shows our commitment to improve healthcare for the residents of Kenner and the outlying River
Parishes areas,” said Paolo Zambito, chief
executive officer of Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner. “And, we want to congratulate the efforts of our physicians, nurses and
other staff for their hard work to improve

patient care.”
The purpose of this award is to recognize
short-term acute care and critical access
hospitals of all sizes, in both urban and rural
areas, for their efforts and achievements in
improving the quality of in-patient care.
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner is one of
26 hospitals to receive the gold level award
indicating achievement of significant clinical quality improvement.
Ochsner Health System, ochsner.org, is a
non-profit, academic, multi-specialty,
healthcare delivery system dedicated to
patient care, research and education. The

system includes seven hospitals and over 35
health centers located throughout Southeast
Louisiana. Ochsner employs more than 750
physicians in 90 medical specialties and
subspecialties and participates in over 300
clinical research trials annually. Ochsner has
been listed as one of the “best places to
work” by New Orleans CityBusiness since
2005 and received the Consumer Choice for
Healthcare in New Orleans for 13 consecutive years.
Ochsner was ranked as a best hospital by
U.S.News and World Report in 2007 and
has 11,000 employees system-wide.★

Space Station in Rivertown will re-open
TWO GREAT LOCATIONS IN KENNER
Drive T
Now Ophernu

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444

d for
Call Ahea ders!
To Go Or

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819

Try one of our
healthy salads!

Southwestern Chicken Salad - 8.95
Grilled chicken, corn, salsa, balck beans, cheddar jack cheese, cucumbers,
tomatoes, & tortilla strips. Served with Southwest ranch dressing.
Smoked Turkey Salad - 8.50
Smoked turkey, baby swiss, chopped walnuts and sliced apple.
Cobb Salad - 9.25
Rows of grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, carrots, boiled egg,
cheddar jack cheese, bacon and smoked turkey.
Grilled Chicken Spinach Salad -8.25
Fresh spinach, grilled chicken, feta cheese, black olives, tomatoes and cucumbers.
Chef Salad - 9.25
Grilled chicken, smoked ham, cheddar jack cheese, boiled egg, fresh tomatoes,
bacon and alfalfa sprouts.
All salads served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers and your choice of dressing.
Rasberry Walnut, Caesar, Lite Ranch, Honey Mustard, Fat Free Italian, Hot Bacon,
Blue Cheese, Balsmic Basil Vinaigrette. Extra dressing .50.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Four years after it was closed by
Hurricane Katrina, the Space Station in
Rivertown will re-open in mid-July.
The most popular exhibit in
Rivertown, the Space Station offers a
family-oriented portrayal of space travel along with the hardware and software that are essential to space travel
and plenty of technical information
about how space travel is achieved.
“We owe special thanks to the
Kenner city employees who have

worked very hard to restore this great
exhibit, including a new roof for the
building,” said Mary-Sharon Howland,
director of the Community Service
Department for the city of Kenner.
Also to be included in the refurbished
facility are new state-of-the-art DVD
players that portray the realities of
space travel.
For more information about the
hours and admission prices at the
Space Station call 468-7231.

Mainieri

(continued from page 25)

expectations. He saw what happened
to Laval. That won’t happen to him
after what his LSU team accomplished in Omaha Wednesday night.
While the “Intimidator” at the old
Alex Box may have overwhelmed
opponents and Laval, Mainieri was
not intimidated. He has added a notch
to the Tiger’s roar. No one is prouder
than Skip Bertman, Demi Mainieri
and Ron Maestri.
As a head coach at LSU, you will
always be second-guessed for just
about everything, starting from the
time you get out of bed. The secondguessers turn quiet when you finish
first. When you have guts and a great

feel for the game, when you communicate well, when you sign and develop good players and when you can
convince prominent players to return,
you ascend to the top of your profession. That’s where Paul Mainieri is
today. He is the man!★
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com
and is president and general manager of neworleans.com Sports. Trahan
is the also the general manager and
chairman of the board of the Saints
Hall of Fame Museum in the
Louisiana Superdome, and runs the
Life Resources Sports Ministry.
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Gardening

Trees can now be planted in the ground in July
By LYNNE DIMM

July is a very
hot month, but
unfortunately, the
hottest months are
yet to come. People with foresight who
planted fast-growing shade trees can
now enjoy sitting under them with a cool
glass of lemonade. If you want to find
yourself in the same situation in the not
too distant future, it is now possible to
buy partially grown trees planted in containers that are strong and hearty with
leafy tops. Tree farms now offer these
almost-instant shade trees, which were
virtually unheard of in the past. The rule
of thumb used to be to only plant trees in
the ground in November and February
and at a size not over 10 feet tall. In the
world of today, with everything instantly

available, the planting world has found a
way to change the way trees are planted
so people can enjoy more mature trees
quicker. There is a huge demand for container trees 15 feet and taller which can
be planted in the ground during summer.
These container trees feel few ill effects
of transplanting during the hot months.
There is very little loss and people are
very happy with their instant shade.
As far as the best trees to select for
planting, since Katrina we have noticed
which trees did not survive and are not
recommending planting those type of
trees. Almost all river birch trees either
snapped or were made weak, most dying
during the next year. Crepe myrtles did
well along with oaks, cypress, flowering
pear, maple and palm trees. Evergreen,

elms and wax myrtles came through
fine, too.
Recent weather has been hotter than
normal, so watering is extremely important for all planted material but especially for plants just put into the ground.
Consider installing a watering irrigation
system this year. They really make a difference in the health and growth of
plants while making it so easy to water
gardens and lawns. New types are available that can carry liquid fertilizer to the
plants which is really a great feature.
We should all think about planting for
the beauty and the ecological benefits.
Instead of donating to a charity when
someone passes away, why not consider
planting a tree at a school, church or
playground in their honor? It’s a great

opportunity to green-up as we still continue to rebuild and is also a lasting tribute to the deceased.
Remember, at this time of year it is
very important to stay hydrated while
working or playing outside.
Hope you had a happy Fourth of
July!★
Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s
Nursery, LLC, located at 27 West 27th
Street, is a registered and licensed
Louisiana horticulturist and landscape
contractor, is a wholesale grower of bedding plants and has over 30 years experience in the industry. Lynne Dimm can
be
reached
via
email
at
lynnedimm@yahoo.com or by calling
468-5467.

★
Health
Ochsner’s electronic medical records
receive CCHIT certification
Ochsner Health System is one of only
three organizations in the U.S. to receive
national certification for its non-commercial electronic health records (EHR),
which enables Ochsner physicians to
better coordinate patient care. The
Certification
Commission
for
Healthcare Information Technology
(CCHIT®) announced that the Ochsner
Clinical Workstation (OCW) is CCHIT
Certified® and meets the commission’s
ambulatory electronic health records criteria for 2007. CCHIT is the recognized
certification body in the U.S. for health
information technology products.
“Ochsner’s CCHIT certification
means that our patients’ medical records
are safe, secure and available wherever
they seek our care,” explains Dr. Lynn
Witherspoon, chief information officer
at Ochsner. “Ochsner Clinical
Workstation optimizes our patients
experience from preventative care to
diagnosis to treatment. By providing
Ochsner’s care providers with access to
their patient’s complete medical history,
physicians can improve the quality, safety and efficiency of care.”
As a CCHIT Certified product,
Ochsner’s OCW technology has been
tested and approved for functionality,
interoperability and security, according
to CCHIT’s recently updated criteria.
“The commission has raised the bar
from the previous year’s criteria and
ambulatory EHRs now must include

electronic prescribing, demonstrate an
ability to receive lab results and show
enhanced patient safety, quality, and
security features,” said Mark Leavitt,
M.D., CCHIT.
The CCHIT Certified mark – a “seal
of approval” for EHR products – provides the first consensus-based, government-recognized benchmark for ambulatory EHR products. By looking to
products with the CCHIT Certified seal,
physicians and other providers can
reduce their risk in selecting an EHR
product, allowing them to focus their
evaluation on the special needs of their
practices.
CCHIT’s certification compliance criteria and its design for a certification
inspection process have been thoroughly researched, taking into account the
state of the art of EHRs and available
standards and comparing certification
processes in other industries and other
countries. The inspection process is
based on real-life medical scenarios
designed to test products rigorously
against the clinical needs of providers
and the quality and safety needs of
healthcare consumers and payers. One
script, for example, recreates a scenario
of an elderly man with poorly controlled
diabetes, hypertension and other chronic
conditions in order to test EHR functions such as potential adverse drug
reactions, disease management and
treatment plans.

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

• Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast

Thursday, July 9 and 23 at 7:00 a.m. at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd.
THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member.

CENTURY
TITLE
“WE CLOSE REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS FOR YOU”
RANDY LOVITT
Notary Public

REAL ESTATE
TITLE TRANSFERS
Real Estate Sales, Mortgages,
Donations, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
• Expert Closing Assistance — In Operation over 15 years
• In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys — You’ll need this
• We keep you Informed — We return your Calls
• Our Costs are Competitive — Our Work is Accurate
110 Veterans Blvd., Suite 360 • Metairie, Louisiana 70005

830-7979

FAX 831-2609
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People

Can you push back while going forward?
By ED CLANCY

I’m sick and
tired of “push
back,”
aren’t
you? It’s taking
over our newspapers, TV news, and
Internet blogs. (I’m only assuming on
the blogs because I don’t read them.
Blogs, and “reader comments” at the
end of news stories, have been taken
hostage by il-unatics – my word for
illiterate lunatics. Yes, that’s a column
for another day). Here are a few examples:
“Republicans push back against
Sotomayor”
“White House advisers push back on
stimulus criticism”
“Push back against perceived power
grab”
There are any number of blogs or
columns called “Push back.”
The above headlines indicate that to
push back simply means to defend
one’s political position. Instead of

“Cheney replies to Biden,” they say
“Push back from Cheney.” I think
“replies” suffices just fine.
From Dictionary.com we have the
definition of “push back:” Causing to
move back by force or influence or, the
act of forcing the enemy to withdraw.
It’s either a noun or a verb phrase, take
your pick. What it is, mostly, is annoying and overused. What makes me
chuckle is that “push back” has its own
entry on Wikipedia, and guess what it
says? It takes Wikipedia almost a
whole page to tell us that “pushback” is
what the ground crew does to airplanes
at airports by use of small tractors or
tugs. No mention of anything political
or social or anything.
So what’s the reason “push back” is
dominating our national conversation?
The same reason all the other words
and phrases that I obsess about take
over our consciousness: lazy writing.
News writers and columnists (and, yes,

Edward Nikolaus, Jr.
Owner

Over 25 Years Experience • Works With Any Insurance Company • Lifetime Warranty

WORLD CLASS COLLISION AND DETAIL CENTER
2835 Virginia Street • Kenner • 467-7775

KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD.
KENNER, LA 70065
504-443-5152

KENNER’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!
Se habla Español

METAIRIE & WESTBANK LOCATIONS

bloggers), pick up a phrase and run
with it because it’s there, it’s catchy
and easier than making up something
original. Hence, we come to “one-off.”
I’m sick and tired of “one-off,” aren’t
you?
This phrase, hyphen included, as I
pointed out in a previous rant, apparently started in England, and means
“unique” or “one of a kind,” as in
“Albert Einstein was a one-off.” I don’t
know why we can’t just say “unique”
or “one of a kind.” Since that previous
rant, by the way, I discovered that
“one-off” refers to what “back in the
day” (yes, that should be banned, too)
we used to call a romantic “one night
stand.”
Another thing that annoys me is the
popular use of phrases that, I have no
doubt, are not really understood by 90
per cent of the people who use them.
Such a phrase is “passive-aggressive,”
hyphen also included.
P-A, as I like to call it, is used even
more than “push back” these days, and
I never knew what it meant. If I had
been studying psychiatry or psychology I might have known, but the phrase
has always mystified me. Here’s the
Dictionary.com definition: pas·siveag·gres·sive, adj. Of, relating to, or
having a personality disorder characterized by habitual passive resistance
to demands for adequate performance
in occupational or social situations, as
by procrastination, stubbornness, sullenness, and inefficiency.
I still don’t know what it means. I
think I see the passive part in there, but
nothing about aggressive. I guess it’s
understood that by procrastinating or

being obtuse we are showing rebellion
and therefore aggression. My opposition to it is not so much that it’s overused – which it is – but, rather, that it’s
used by presumptuous phonies who
also don’t know what it means. One
can only hope these people will realize
their hypocrisy going forward.
Which brings us to “going forward.”
This phrase was actually banned from
the Queen’s English by my friends at
Lake Superior State University back in
2001. Used even more than “push
back” or “passive-aggressive,” regular
readers of this column will recall that I
have previously complained that it’s
used mostly by politicians who want to
say “in the future,” but can’t seem to
bring themselves to do it, as in “We
will have to see what happens to the
economy going forward.” I asked
“Does this means that our economy
was wonderful going backward? No,
we wouldn’t say ‘going backward,’
would we? And, if you suggest we say
‘back in the day,’ I won’t respect you in
the morning.”
But, the question remains: can one
push back while going forward? “At
the end of the day” – an oldie but a
goodie – I have no idea. The concept
seems “counterintuitive,” but “it is
what it is.” Whoops! Two more phrases
that turn my stomach, but I’ll have to
push back from the keyboard and
“revisit” them another time.★
Ed Clancy is host of “Jefferson
Journal” seen each week on Cox Cable
channel 6 in Jefferson Parish. Clancy
can be reached via email at
Edclancy2@aol.com.

Missed opportunities
(continued from page 5)

The deal played a big part in convincing
the NFL to award New Orleans the
Super Bowl for a record tenth time in
2012. The deal will give Saints owner
Tom Benson the ability to buy the old
Dominion Tower and a shopping center
adjacent to the Superdome and lease
back the space to tenants that work for
state government. The deal also included $85 million in Superdome improvements.
Overall, legislators deserve a “D” for
this session. It could have been worse,
but it should have been much more significant and reform oriented. Sadly, legislators put some patches on the budget
with “one time” funding and are setting
the stage for future raiding of the “Rainy
Day” fund. What legislators should

have done is seriously cut the bloated
bureaucracy of state government, which
has tripled in size in the last 12 years.
Such bold moves require leadership, a
commodity in short supply in Baton
Rouge.
Jeff Crouere is a native of New
Orleans and his Louisiana based television program, “Ringside Politics,” airs
at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00
p.m. Sundays on PBS television station
WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00
a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekedays on
radio station WGSO 990 AM in New
Orleans and the north shore. Crouere is
a political analyst for WGNO-TV
ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at
www.ringsidepolitics.com or email
Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.★
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Latin American News

The
Pro
Bono
Project
By RAFAEL E. SADDY
The Pro Bono
Project
(The
Project) is a nonprofit organization based in New Orleans founded in
1986 by the Louisiana Bar Foundation
to provide civil legal services to the
poor and indigent in the greater metropolitan New Orleans area by engaging
private attorneys to provide their services at no cost. Their motto is,
“Volunteer lawyers providing access
to justice.” The organization supplements other legal service providers
who primarily maintain staffs of specialized attorneys to provide legal
services to the poor and are funded
primarily by the state/federal government. The group provides services to
clients in Orleans, Jefferson, St.
Bernard,
St.
Tammany
and
Washington parishes.
The Project is funded through
state/federal grants, other social and
legal service organizations, law firms,
corporate and individual donations
and private foundations.
Prior to Katrina in 2005, The Project
had a smaller staff and budget, as well

as approximately 600 volunteer attorneys – most active with The Project.
Fundraising was primarily done
through local businesses and the legal
community. The caseload was approximately 1,200 cases per year. PostKatrina, caseloads have increased by
30 percent and because of Katrina’s
aftermath a result is a loss in the number of attorneys overall and the loss of
business and other sources of funding,
while legal needs for the poor and
indigent have increased well over 200
to 400 percent depending on the legal
issue. In the city of Kenner the
Hispanic demand for free legal services has tremendously increased, mostly
in the areas regarding succession,
wages, employment, contract fraud
and family law.
Because of the Katrina devastation
to the economy in the area – loss of
businesses, attorneys and local funding, The Project has been forced to
step outside its bounds to raise funds
and ask for assistance. If you are an
attorney, please join The Project to
assist with the increased case loads.
The Project hopes to increase its

Hispanic volunteer attorney count to
meet the demand of the Hispanic community. Another way to help is by supporting The Project as a patron, donor,
and/or participating in “The Justice
For All Ball”. For more information
on The Project and how you can assist,
please contact Rachel Piercey at
rpiercey@probono.no.org or call 5814043.
Visit
the
website
at
h t t p : / / w w w. p ro b o n o no.org/board.html.
Community announcements and
events
Asociación
Nicaragüense
de
Louisiana (ANDELA): July 8, 15, 22,
and 29, planning meeting Tope de
Santo Domingo. For information call
466-1483 or 464-4619.
De Todo Un Poco Hispanic TV
Programming: July 18, from 6:00 to
10:00 p.m., at Kenner Laketown –
Festival International de la Canción
Bajo Las Estrellas (International Song
Festival Under the Stars). No cover
charges, open to the public, just bring
your lawn chairs and enjoy a family
evening event and its cuisine. For
information call 913-0325.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center:
4312 Florida Avenue. Numerous
events are being offered such as The
Pro Bono Project on July 10 and many
other programs. For information call
469-2571.
Latin American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL): July 30, general
meeting and planning for Hispanic
heritage month. For information call
464-4619. For the 2010 census the U.
S Census Bureau has employment
opportunities for census takers, crew
leaders, crew leader assistants and
recruiting assistors. Bilinguals are
welcome. For more information call
1-866-861-2010 and press option 2 for
instructions in Spanish.
I leave you with this thought:
“Winning is not everything, but finishing is.”★

ize how serious the situation is for
the police department and the city?
Four years ago, when Mayor
Muniz, Chief Caraway and the members of the city council were running
for office, no one could have envisioned this KPD funding crisis or the
increase in violent crime. But, both
are here now, and the mayor, the
council and the chief will have to
come up with answers that work to
help keep the police department
properly staffed while trying to
please an overwhelming majority of
the city’s voters.

Thanks for a great 17 years

Kenner would want to read and that
advertisers would be comfortable
supporting. Our success hasn’t made
us smug. It just makes us want to
work harder to put out an even better
product each month. We owe a big
“thank you” to our readers and advertisers for making us successful. As
the Kenner Star begins its eighteenth
year we promise to continue to publish a hometown newspaper that
Kenner residents want to read.★

Rafael E. Saddy is president of the
Latin American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy at
lacal1234@bellsouth.net.
Correspondence for LACAL can be
sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA
70064-0284.

Katz

(continued from page 5)

now.
One possibility no one is ready to
publicly discuss at the moment is a
“minimal” property tax increase that
would cost the average Kenner homeowners about one dollar a month.
Homes on the lower end of the value
pole would be covered by the homestead exemption and would not see
any increase and those on the upper
end could see a monthly increase of
about two dollars a month. Some will
say that’s cheap at the price, others
will say it’s a tax increase in the
midst of a recession. Is a consensus
possible? Will Kenner residents real-

It’s hard to believe that 17 years
have passed since I took on the pleasant and satisfying job as editor of the
Kenner Star. It is absolutely amazing
that in an era when newspapers all
over the nation are cutting back or
closing, the little Kenner Star is continuing to flourish.
We set out 17 years ago to create a
local newspaper that the people of

Kenner Star
(continued from page 1)

Kenner Star editor Allan Katz had his
own perspective about the long-running
success of the paper.
“At a time when giant daily newspapers, the Internet, television and radio are
supposed to dominate our thought
processes, it's remarkable that a small,
local newspaper covering the news of
Kenner could weave its way past all these
giants to find an attentive, interested,
responsive and appreciative audience,”
Katz said. “It’s nice to know that local
journalism is alive, appreciated and well
in Kenner.”
Managing Editor and Marketing
Director Candy Lovitt extends her thanks

to past and present Kenner Star advertisers. “Thank you for your continued support of Kenner’s only hometown newspaper,” Lovitt said. “Without you, the Star
would not be able to deliver stories to our
readers that are informative, relevant, and
helpful.”
The Kenner Star is direct-mailed free
of charge to all 20,700 registered voter
households in the city of Kenner, with an
additional 2,000 copies circulated at more
than 100 high traffic locations throughout
the city. To view past or current issues of
the Kenner Star or for advertising information visit www.kennerstar.com or call
468-9125.★

Family Owned & Operated

BREAKFAST, LUNC H
& CATERING
COFFEES & PASTRIES
See menu at www.caffelatteda.com
Call ahead for takeout!
Mon-Sat 6:30 AM - 6:00 PM • Sunday 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM
(Kitchen closes at 3:00 p.m. daily)
5860 CITRUS BLVD. (corner Dickory) HARAHAN
818-0051 818-0053 (Fax)
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KPD funding crisis
(continued from page 1)

The mayor, the police chief and the
seven members of the Kenner City
Council are considering possible
“innovative” financial solutions to
the KPD funding crisis for future
budgets. The solution that no one
wants to talk about publicly at this
point is a possible rolling forward of
property tax millage dedicated to
funding the police department. If the
roll forward was to occur, the city of
Kenner’s municipal tax would continue to be lower than the five other
cities
in
Jefferson
Parish.
Administration sources say a roll forward of the millage would cost the
owners of a median home about $1
per month. The millage alternative
would have to be approved by voters.
If no other solution is found, there is
a possibility a millage proposal could
be voted on in 2010. But would
Kenner voters support a tax increase,

even if it were a very minimal one, to
fund the police department, especially at a time when violent crime is on
the increase just about everywhere?
“We’re at a time when there is
more concern than in my lifetime
about safe streets in Kenner and our
quality of life,” said the mayor. “This
is hardly a time to be cutting police
officers in a budgetary crisis.
Obviously, what we need is a political, civic and business consensus
about what course we as a community choose to follow.”
Members of the City Council said
that an answer to funding the police
department with something other
than fluctuating sales taxes has to be
found. “We have only begun the
process of thinking through this issue
and there are many community leaders yet to be heard from,” said
Councilwoman-at-Large
Jeannie

Black. “But all of us on the council
agree that we have to find a different
way to fund the police department so
we don’t have a crisis every year due
to variable sales tax collections. We
have to find a source of recurring
monies for the police budget.”
Councilwoman-at-Large Michele
Branigan said she agrees with her
colleague Councilwoman Black.
“Thanks to the $1.2 million in the
brake tag fund, we have apparently
resolved the KPD funding issue for
the time being. If a lawsuit is filed
that challenges our decision, we’ll
see what the courts have to say in the
matter. Let’s put all of our heads
together as a community and decide
what the consensus solution is. We
don’t have to fight about this. There
are no villains here. The recession
has caused our community, like
many others, to have a sales tax

shortfall that has impacted city government, including the police department. We all want to fully fund the
police department. The question isn’t
whether it should be done, but how it
should be done. Let’s focus on that.”
Police Chief Caraway said the
search for a consensus is okay with
him so long as it doesn’t become so
extended that he has a full-fledged
budget crisis on his hands. “We’ve
hopefully averted a funding crisis at
the last possible moment for this
year,” said the chief. “I agree with
those who want a consensus. Like the
members of the council, I’ve been
talking to civic, business and neighborhood leaders. Everyone wants the
police department fully staffed. Let’s
agree on how we’re going to do it
and then take action. I certainly want
to be a part of the solution and so
does everyone else that I know.”★

gram in the $40 million range.
Councilwoman-at-Large Jeannie
Black, who has been calling for a
massive sewerage upgrade program
for some 15 years, says the Muniz
administration deserves credit for

being willing to bite the bullet and
take on the job of rebuilding a system that no longer meets current-day
environmental standards.
“This is a huge job and there are
bound to be some crises along the
way,” says Black. “Give credit to the
Muniz administration for stepping up
to the plate rather than just passing
the problem on to the next administration.”
In the first phase, the rebuilding
program will include:
Rehab of the 42nd Street and
Erlanger Road lift station, as well as
the 15th Street and Webster Street lift
station;
Construction of a new 33rd Street
and Connecticut Avenue lift station;
Construction of a new 35th Street
and Ole Miss Drive lift station;
Construction of a new 39th Street
and California Avenue lift station;
Rehab of the Vintage Drive and
Medoc Drive lift station;
Construction of a new West Loyola
Drive and West Stanford Place lift
station;
Construction of a new Chateau
Magdeleine Drive lift station.
Rebuilding of force mains at 39th
Street and California Avenue and
42nd Street and Erlanger Drive.
Rebuilding of force main at 42nd
Street and Illinois Avenue;
Rebuilding of force main at 27th
Street and Salem Street;
Rebuilding of force main at 15th
Street and Webster Street.
A special “green” project calls for
a waste water treatment plant environmentally safe discharge into the

LaBranche Wetlands.
Also part of Phase I will be installation of new permanent and portable
wastewater generators at selected
locations. These include:
Permanent generators at Kenner
Avenue and Hanson Place; West
Loyola Drive and West Stanford
Place; 38th Street and Duncan Canal
at the Chateau Country Club, and
39th Street and California Avenue.
Portable generators will be located
at West Oglethorpe Place; 27th
Street and Salem Street, and 43rd
Street and California Avenue. The
plans also include purchases of 12
mobile sets of generators that can be
used anywhere in the city in emergencies. There will also be reconfigurations of generator receptacles
and manual transfer switches at lift
stations.
“Besides rebuilding a sewerage
system that has become obsolete and
untrustworthy, we will also be pouring some $15 million into private
companies and their employees during a recession,” said Reddy. “Our
hope is that this will have a positive
impact on the Kenner economy.
Many of those dollars will be spent
in the Kenner economy.”
A public hearing on the details of
the sewerage rebuilding program and
its environmental impact will be held
on July 8 at 6:30 p.m. in the Kenner
City Council Chambers. Those who
wish to review the plans in detail
may do so at the offices of Digital
Engineering and Imaging Inc. at 527
West Esplanade Avenue, Suite 200 in
Kenner.★

Sewerage system
(continued from page 1)

negotiated by Mayor Ed Muniz. The
Department
of
Environmental
Quality will only charge Kenner a
rate of 0.95 percent. Even so, Reddy
will probably only be able to afford a
two-phase sewerage upgrade pro-
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Airport spending
(continued from page 1)

over $113 million paid for by car rental
companies. Construction will begin in late
2009 with completion by 2012. More than
2,600 construction jobs will be created,
along with hundreds of permanent jobs.
Aberdeen Street improvements that will
create a long-awaited landscaped, lighted
gateway avenue that will benefit Kenner
and the airport. The project involves
adding two lanes, one in each direction to
Aberdeen. The project will cost more than
$7 million.
Expansion of Concourse D with the
addition of six new gates, new food and
beverage outlets and retail facilities. The
new gates will also be able to handle the

latest, large aircraft. The cost will be more
than $40 million with most of the money
coming from passenger facilities charges.
Work is expected to be complete in 2011.
The expansion will create more than 900
construction jobs.
Much of the work will require Kenner
building permits which used to be a point
of contention, but Mayor Muniz and
council members say that in the new
cooperative environment it is likely that
approvals will be routine.
Also on the drawing boards but with no
firm dates yet assigned are plans for the
development of what are known as the
“noise lands,” another previous hot spot in

the relationship between the city and the
airport. The “noise lands” are properties
near the airport where aircraft noises
made residential living incompatible.
Using FAA funds, the airport bought out
the homeowners and most of the homes
were demolished. The “noise lands” are
considered to have commercial value and
could be home to anything from big box
retailers to office parks and light industrial type businesses depending on the location and what developers propose since
the areas have been broken up into sever-

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Sheetrock • Cabinets • Granite
Trim • Carpentry
Wood Flooring • Ceramic Tile

Twitter
(continued from page 1)

and friends is ease of access and
speed in obtaining basic information
about an event and notice of Kenner
projects of interest to the public,”
said Mayor Ed Muniz. “This is another tool in our arsenal to help keep the
public informed, especially during
threatening weather events.”
Kenner established its Twitter
account in June 2009, just prior to the
service receiving worldwide recognition for its ability in getting up-tothe-minute information out of Iran
after that nation’s continuing ban on
election protests by traditional information and news sources.
Muniz said Kenner was convinced
of the value of the Internet’s instant
information capabilities during and

after
Hurricane
Gustav
last
September when information on
blogs and web sites steered inquiries
from more than 700,000 Internet
users to Kenner’s home page on the
web for the nine days during and after
the hurricane.
To get up-to-the-minute updates from
Kenner’s Twitter
site,
go
to
www.twitter.com, sign in, search for
KennerNews and become a follower.
The Jefferson Parish Emergency
Management Department is also using the
social networking service of Twitter to
send short messages about emergency
preparedness and other related issues.
Follow the Jefferson Parish Emergency
Management
Department
at
JPEmergncyMgmt.★

No job too big, no job too small!
Locally Owned Family Business
Licensed & Insured

SES ENTERPRISES, LLC 259-2493
www.sesenterprisesllc.com

24-HOUR ELECTRICAL SERVICE

BELLCO ELECTRIC

Kenner names outstanding employees for May

LA License #28613

Photo by Barry Sprague
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Residential • Commercial

We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

• A/C Circuits
• Troubleshooting
• Remodeling
• Additions
• New Construction
• Same Day Service
Over
30 Years
Experience

• Vacancy Permits
• Attic Ventilators
• Bidwork Welcome
• Service Upgrades
• Home Repairs
• Security Lighting

455-2355

NO JOB TOO SMALL - WE DO ALL!

METAIRIE

KENNER

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Five city employees received certificates as outstanding employees for
May 2009 on June 17 at a meeting of city department heads in the
mayor’s conference room. Mayor Ed Muniz was out of town, but he
offered his congratulations through Kenner CAO Mike Yenni (left), who
presented the certificates. The recipients are (front row) Tracy Bruno,
curator in the Native American exhibit at Heritage Park; Molly McInnis,
assistant planner in the Planning department; Heidi Ransom, coordinator at the Louis J. Roussel Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema; Renee
Gaitan, supervisor at the Rivertown Museums, and (back row) Sharon
Irizarry, clerk/gymnastics instructor in the Recreation Department’s
Leisure Services Division.

al development zones.
Hunter and Mayor Muniz said the city
and the airport have agreed to work
together on turning the “noise lands” into
commercial developments that would
bring property taxes to the coffers of the
city of Kenner.
“We have clearly moved into a new era
in terms of cooperating with the city of
Kenner and we hope that this is a permanent peace that will extend beyond our
respective administrations,” said Hunter.★

N.O. AREA
OWNER RONNIE BELLACI
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd., Kenner

468-3474
• 24 hour access • climate/non-climate controlled
• video surveillence • onsite management
• high & dry • we accept your deliveries

• Hurricane wind rated
• 140,000 square feet
• state-of-the-art
construction

W E W ILL B EAT A NYONE ’ S P RICE ! C ALL U S T ODAY !
• commercial inventory & materials storage
• household goods • business records
• classic & vintage car storage

“WE STORE IT ALL”
www.bigeasyselfstorage.com

P.O. Box 641654 • Kenner, Louisiana 70064
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