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Kenner again
selected as Tree
City U.S.A.
Kenner has again been designated
a Tree City U.S.A. by the Arbor Day
Foundation. In a letter to Mayor Ed
Muniz, Arbor Day Foundation Chief
Executive John Rosenow said he
congratulates Kenner on achieving
the designation, “an accomplishment that assures all your citizens of
greater opportunities than they realize.”
Kenner met the four criteria to
become a Tree City community by
having a citizen tree board, a tree
care ordinance, a comprehensive
community forestry program and an
Arbor Day observance and proclamation. Kenner has all of these and
has been engaged in the planting of
hundreds of trees around town in a
continuing beautification effort.
continued on page 23
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Kenner much more prepared for hurricane season now than it was in 2005
By ALLAN KATZ

There is little similarity between Kenner’s
level of hurricane preparedness in the days
before Katrina hit and the city’s level of
preparation for the hurricane season of 2009.
That evaluation comes from Fran
Campbell, executive director of the East
Jefferson Levee District, and Emile
Lafourcade, public information officer for the
city. Like Campbell, Lafourcade has been
immersed in preparations for possible emergencies, including hurricanes, since Muniz
took office.
“We are certainly not saying that a major
hurricane wouldn’t damage Kenner nor are
we saying that anyone should ignore an evacuation order,” said Campbell. “Our point is
that comparatively speaking, our levees are
markedly improved over what they were in
2005 in the days before Katrina arrived and
our planning for an emergency at the parish,
city and Levee District level is greatly

advanced over what it was four years ago.
You might say these are the lessons learned
from Katrina.”
Campbell says, for example, the flood wall
along the St. Charles Parish line at Vintage
and the airport now contains two sections of
sheet pilings that are “deeper, thicker and
stronger” than before Katrina. In the same
way, she said, the levees from the Duncan
Canal to the St. Charles Parish line have been
significantly improved, as have the earthen
levees surrounding the Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International Airport runway extension.
“We can now say that these levees meet
our pre-Katrina authorized elevations,” said
Campbell. “At the same time, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers has planned major
improvements to all of our earthen levees and
flood structures with hopes of being completed by the start of the 2011 hurricane season.”
However, Campbell said one of the major

improvements in the planning stages is safe
housing for levee district employees who in
the past have always remained in the district
during hurricanes. The difference is the safe
house will provide a protected and sound
place to stay. The plan until safe housing is
complete is for levee district employees to be
housed at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
and East Jefferson General Hospital.
Campbell said two levee sections, one in
Laketown and one in Bucktown, are currently protected by sand baskets. She said the
earthen levees in those areas, which are two
feet too low, will be raised soon. But, said
Campbell, until that happens the three foot
baskets provide interim protection.
Meanwhile, on the operational side,
Lafourcade said he, along with many other
officials from the city, the parish, the other
municipalities in Jefferson, law enforcement
agencies and levee districts, have been going
to special schools helping communities
continued on page 26

Budgeting crisis hits Kenner
Police, Chief Caraway says as
many as 17 KPD jobs may have
to be cut
By ALLAN KATZ

Augillard appointed
interim Kenner council
member from District 1
Longtime community activist Sharon
T. Augillard was
appointed
interim
member
of
the
Kenner City Council
from District 1 to fill
the remaining term of
Marc Johnson, who
Sharon T. Augillard was recently elected
judge on the state
Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit.
Johnson resigned his council post in ceremonies prior to the regularly scheduled
May 7, 2009, city council meeting.
Immediately thereafter, Jefferson Parish
District 3 Councilman Byron Lee and
Jefferson Parish District 5 School Board
Member Cedric Floyd, both close friends
of Johnson, administered the oath of office
to the incoming judge.
continued on page 22

A budget crisis caused by dropping revenues from sales taxes
and the Treasure Chest Casino has resulted in a $900,000 shortfall at the Kenner Police Department that could result in Police
Chief Steve Caraway having to cut 17 police positions.
“This would certainly be a crisis for us and for the community,” said Chief Caraway following public hearings on the 200910 budget before the Kenner City Council. “If we have to cut
police positions, the citizens of Kenner should know that our
police department will continue to do our job in the same way
that has made Kenner one of the safest communities of its size in
the nation.”
District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn said from a public safety and
quality of life point of view, the loss of 17 police positions is
“completely, simply unacceptable.”
He said that if all other efforts to generate any of the $900,000
shortfall are unsuccessful, maybe Kenner should at least consider borrowing some portion of the money from the city’s existing
surplus fund. Then, if
an
expected
$4,000,000 payout
from FEMA comes
through at the end of
the year, those funds
could be used to
‘restock’ the surplus.”
However, Mayor
Ed Muniz is strongly
opposed to that
approach at this time.
He fears that if funds
are taken from the
surplus now, which is
continued on page 25
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Outlook good for The Esplanade
mall movie theater, Chateau
Village rebuild faces problems
By ALLAN KATZ

Two major projects in Kenner’s District 4 seem to be going in
different directions, says Kenner District 4 Councilwoman Maria
DeFrancesch.
The proposed $12 million, 14-screen cineplex scheduled for The
Esplanade mall has undergone a fiscal revamping but still seems to
be on track for construction to begin this year with completion in
the first or second quarters of 2010, said DeFrancesch.
“George Solomon, whose family has been in the movie business for
many years in this
region, recently met
with Mayor Muniz
and indicated that the
project is moving forward, although a little
more slowly, as a
result of corporate
reorganization,” said
DeFrancesch. “In any
event, the Solomon
family is now moving

The proposed Grand Theaters.

continued on page 26
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The following list of credentialed
physicians is growing. Please call
HealthFinder at 504-456-5000
to ﬁnd the right doctor for you.
Richard A. Airhart, MD
Donald P. Bell, MD
Marcus L. Black, MD
Christopher M. Blais, MD

credentialed physicians –
the key to

Patricia S. Braly, MD
Laura A. Brinz, MD
Michael N. Brothers, MD
Janet A. Burroff, MD
Alfred J. Colfry, MD
Sean M. Collins, MD
Gustavo A. Colon, MD
Thomas M. Cosgriff, MD
David A. DeBessonet, MD
Rene L. DeBoisblanc, MD
Raymond P. DeCorte, MD
Tod C. Engelhardt, MD

in

C. Edward Foti, MD

cancer care.

Jared Y. Gilmore, MD
Elbert H. Goodier, MD
Jeffrey F. Griffin, MD
Jayne S. Gurtler, MD
Richard M. Karlin, MD
Eugene L. Kukuy, MD
Walter E. Levy, MD
Eric D. Lonseth, MD
I. Ricardo Martinez, MD, PhD

A successful cancer journey almost always includes multiple physicians.
You want to know your physicians have a record of personalized and
successful care. You want doctors who are credentialed members of
M. D. Anderson Physicians Network. Achieving credentialed status means
your physician’s outcomes, processes and commitment to continued
excellence meets the standards of M. D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston.

Hildreth B. McCarthy, MD
Paul D. Monsour, MD
Nick M. Moustoukas, MD
Robert D. Normand, MD
Thomas G. Nuttli, MD

East Jeﬀerson General Hospital is the only hospital in our region with
doctors credentialed by M. D. Anderson, the nation’s leading cancer ﬁghter.
To contact any of these leading cancer ﬁghters, call HealthFinder at

504-456-5000 or learn more at www.ejgh.org.

Nicholas J. Persich, MD
Ronald P. Rabin, MD
Harry A. Roach, MD

Aﬀiliated with

Angie R. Sassard, MD
David R. Silvers, MD
Kenneth B. Smith, MD
Andrew G. Todd, MD
Joseph F. Uddo, MD
Robert W. Veith, MD
Robert J. Velez, MD
Roger A. Vitter, DDS

East Jefferson
General Hospital
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Laketown Village
26 Years
Experience

Williams Boulevard between
Vintage Drive and Joe Yenni Boulevard

By Appointment 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. Mon. – Sat.
INFANTS TO TEENS • SPECIAL KIDS WELCOME
4232 Williams Blvd. Suite 102 • 464-0624

Salon Le Coiffure, LLC
Amanda’s
Hair color,
extensions,
makeup and
razor cut

We fit. . . every body!

Performed by

Melody Neff
Solorzano

712-3557

Amanda

Victoria A.M. Smith, M.D.
NOW
BACK
KENN IN
ER

Family Practice
Se habla español
fala-se português

Men • Women • Children
Female Care • Pap Smears
Contraception

6-12 yr olds

It’s Jazz, HipHop, Yogo/Pilates and Kickboxing all rolled into one.
No dance experience needed. Experience the fun in moving!
For info please call Ronna Bourgeois (504) 338-2916
or visit our website:
www.myspace.com/kennerjuniorjazzercise

High School/College Student
Special Summer Offer

Save $ 95
when you sign up now!
Kenner Jazzercise Center

Office Hours by Appointment
4228 Williams Blvd., Suite 203 • 496-0138 or 889-4011

4228 Williams Blvd., Ste. 205 • (Between Vintage and the Lake)
464-4600 • www.jazzercise.com
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From the Editor

Kenner faces “catch-22,” no good or easy answers to
police funding dilemma
By ALLAN KATZ
What is a conundrum?
In Kenner, it’s a conundrum when the
usually-reliable formula that funds the
police department calculates a $900,000
fall-off from the previous year and there
are no good or easy answers in the search
to find the cash to prevent layoffs of as
many as 17 police officers.
If Police Chief Steve Caraway has to
layoff 17 officers, it will be close to a 12
percent cut in the community’s uniformed
police. That isn’t to say that a cut-back
KPD couldn’t continue to police the community, but it would be an unsettling sign
in a city where community safety and
quality of life are by-words taken seriously in every neighborhood. And, what happens if sales tax revenues and revenues
generated by the Treasure Chest Casino –
which are at the center of the formula that
funds the KPD – are off another $900,000
next year? Does that mean Chief Caraway

would have to bid adieu to another 16 or
17 officers?
Mayor Ed Muniz, who spent more than
30 very successful years in the radio business gauging what the retail economy
would be like in the next year, says his
analysis is that 2010 could again be a flat
year for the Kenner economy.
So what do we do now?
At the Kenner City Council, the search
is on for a consensus solution.
District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn said
we first should seriously consider finding
the money in other areas, but, if that isn’t
the answer, maybe we could use some
portion of the city’s surplus, which is
presently around one million dollars. The
city is still awaiting FEMA reimbursement from the last two hurricanes, Katrina
and Gustav. However, said Zahn, without
adequate police protection, to me this is
more than a rainy day, it’s a storm.
But Mayor Muniz, who is a friend and

admirer of the councilman, asks what happens if a Hurricane Katrina comes
whistling out of the Gulf of Mexico in
2009? The city would have a reduced surplus fund, which would not nearly be
enough to handle a hurricane this season,
putting the city in serious jeopardy. And
everyone knows being dependent on the
mercy of FEMA for an additional hurricane refund is a problematical dependency at best.
Mayor Muniz thinks the solution might
be to seriously consider permanently allocating two mills of property tax revenues
– which in Kenner amounts to about
$900,000 a year – to the police department. That way the city is not faced with
this dilemma each year.
There is a certain irony in all of this.
Those of us who were around in the 1990s
remember when Kenner’s sales tax revenues went up every year and so did the
revenues generated by the Treasure Chest.

★
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In those good old days, the debate was
whether the police department was overfunded. The problem with good times is
that they never last long enough and we
don’t appreciate them enough when we
have them.
It was unfortunate that a reporter for the
daily newspaper tried to make it seem that
Mayor Muniz and Police Chief Caraway
are at odds over this funding debacle.
Nothing could be further from the truth.
The mayor and the police chief are on the
same page and have each other’s backs.
But, as each of them would tell you, there
are no easy answers here.
Councilwoman-at-Large Jeannie Black,
the council veteran, is right when she says
that Kenner faces a “catch-22.”
“The mayor, the police chief and every
member of the council wants to restore the
$900,000,” she says. “But where do we
get it from? Do we raid our surplus fund
continued on page 20

Political Review

Mayor Nagin weaves another fantasy tale
By JEFF CROUERE
On May 21,
2009, Ray Nagin
delivered his last
major address as mayor of New Orleans. It
was his annual “State of the City” speech
and it was quite a spectacle with Gospel
choirs, multi-media presentations, television star Wendell Pierce, a lavish spread of
refreshments and giveaways for all of the
guests who attended.
Interestingly, the crowd was mostly
members of the media and the Nagin
administration who were required to
attend. Very few regular citizens took the
time and trouble to witness the extravaganza at the Mahalia Jackson Theater for the
Performing Arts. Alert for the news media:
it may be an interesting public records
request to investigate how much tax money
was used to organize this unnecessary
event.
The purpose was mostly to bolster the
ego of Mayor Nagin and allow him to present the best possible case for his two terms.
Nagin is fighting for a better legacy, but
that quest should not be funded by the
struggling taxpayers of his city. There are
innumerable other projects that could have
benefited from the funds wasted on this
spectacle.
In his address Mayor Nagin described a
city on the threshold of greatness, ready for
its “Atlanta moment.” Nagin touted a slew
of accomplishments and claimed that much
progress had been made during his seven
years at City Hall. This view is in marked
contrast to the opinions of most people who
have watched the mayor’s bizarre and
embarrassing behavior, especially since

Katrina. On www.Abc26.com, a web poll
indicated that 87.5 percent of the respondents believe that New Orleans is in worse
shape after seven years of Nagin at the
helm.
In this speech, Nagin blamed extremists
in the media for creating division and negative views of New Orleans; however, the
real culprit has been Nagin. The mayor has
created racial division by comments such
as “ Chocolate City,” and has clearly been
a dividing force, not a uniting one. He also
has invited derision by making remarks
such as the high murder rate helps get the
“brand” of New Orleans out in the national
media. In introducing the Vagina
Monologues to New Orleans, Nagin
famously claimed that he was a “vagina
friendly” mayor. And the list goes on and
on, but Nagin is unwilling to take responsibility for his comments and actions and
continually blames others for the damage
he has caused.
Throughout his years in office, another
trademark of Mayor Nagin has been his
propensity to announce “big” projects that
never get fulfilled. For example, he has
talked about selling the airport, creating a
downtown jazz park, turning Canal Street
into a Las Vegas style gambling strip, just
to name a few. At the Mahalia Jackson
Theater, Nagin was up to his tired, old
tricks. He loudly boasted of signing a “firm
letter of intent” for the city to pay $7.3 million to buy the 21-story, 351,000 square
foot Chevron building located in the CBD
at the intersection of Gravier Street and
O’Keefe Avenue. The problem is that
Chevron has not made a commitment to

sell the building to the city of New Orleans.
The oil company is examining several different proposals and may choose to accept
another offer for their building. So, Nagin
implied that a deal was done, when, in fact,
there is no deal.
Is it any wonder why people no longer
believe Ray Nagin? If his dream becomes
reality, City Hall will move to the new
building and the present structure will be
demolished to create a huge urban park.
While it may be a good idea to move City
Hall, it is not a good idea to place it in the
heart of the CBD where it will not be easy
for citizens to access important city offices.
Parking will be a nightmare and citizens
will be forced to park in expensive garages
or take their chances on the streets, where
nasty meter maids will be waiting to issue
parking tickets. If this is a plan to issue
more parking tickets and bring in more revenue for the city of New Orleans, then it is
brilliant, but it is certainly not an idea that
is in any way “customer friendly.”★
Hopefully, this will be just another Nagin
idea that is proposed and promoted as fact,
but, in the end, is never implemented.
Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans
and his Louisiana based television program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 7:30
p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays
on PBS television station WLAE-TV,
Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00
a.m. on radio station WGSO 990 AM in
New Orleans and the north shore. Crouere
is a political analyst for WGNO-TV
ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at
www.ringsidepolitics.com
or
email
Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Re-entry
By ED MUNIZ, Kenner Mayor
As the hurricane season fast
approaches, much
of the talk is
about
preparations, evacuation, where to evacuate and
what you might expect to find when you
return after a storm has hit.
But as Hurricane Gustav showed us
last year, the average citizens give little
thought to returning until they are poised
to leave. For many persons last year, the
return home turned out to be a bigger
deal that evacuating.
At the center of this concern is the
“Re-entry Placard.”
For many business owners, leaving
Kenner without a re-entry placard is tantamount to leaving the country without a
passport. Getting back into the good ole’
USA without a passport these days can
be a big hassle. Returning to a stormdamaged community can be just as
daunting.
The unified re-entry placard issued by
Jefferson, Orleans, St. Charles, St.
Tammany and other parishes provides an
orderly and easily managed way to help
business owners return home and reopen
quickly.
The secret is to apply now and not wait

until you are preparing to evacuate. The
demand for re-entry placards immediately before Gustav got so heavy that
Jefferson Parish computers could no
longer process online requests and were
shut down. For those without online
computers, application can be made by
calling the Jefferson Parish Department
of Citizens Affairs at 736-6000.
The parish also urges citizens and
businesses to sign up for emergency
alerts. There is no charge for the service.
Users can choose to be notified via emails and/or text messages on their cell
phones, alphanumeric pagers and blackberry-type devices.
The re-entry plan can be viewed on the
Internet by going to www.jeffersonparish.net and clicking on “Business Reentry Plan” to see if your business qualifies. If so, then apply at www.jumpstartjefferson.com.
The normal application process for the
entire parish, including Kenner businesses, is handled by Jefferson Parish on the
Internet or by phone and applicants are
notified when and where to pick up their
placards. All current re-entry placard
holders must check the date on the front
of their cards to insure that they are still
valid. Expired cards can be renewed by

going online to the website listed in the
previous sentences.
Applying now makes it possible to
determine which businesses will be
allowed to return after a storm threat and
what stage of re-entry they qualify for.
Of course, with the 2009 hurricane
season upon us, we certainly hope and
pray that our community will be spared
any storm damage. We hope this year’s
storms, if any, stay away from us.
But based on what we have observed
in the past few years, it is important that
everyone pay attention to plans being
made by the states of Louisiana and
Mississippi regarding evacuation routes;
shelters outside this area for individuals,
those with medical needs, and for pets;
stocking up on food, fuel and other supplies, and keeping track of important
papers and other documents dealing with
insurance, licenses and ownership of
property. Decide now where you will go
to evacuate and how you are going to get
there. Jefferson Parish has a contraflow
planning site that provides you with the
best route to enter and use contraflow
from your home. Simply go to www.jeffparish.net and click on disaster planning
information and then click on Jefferson
Parish contraflow information. The site

allows you to type in your address and
which direction you plan evacuate and
provides you with a map and directions
on the best contraflow lanes for evacuation.
If your plans include the installation of
an electric generator, be sure to have the
installation done by a licensed electrician and, if natural gas fuel is used, a
licensed plumber, pipefitter or mechanical contractor. City permits are now
required if installations are permanent or
if they include special switches that connect the generator directly to a building’s
permanent electric distribution system.
And, as always, never operate an internal
combustion generator inside a residence
or other building. Always operate it outside and where exhaust fumes cannot
enter the building.
Hurricane Gustav also reminded us
that a tropical storm can swing about
rapidly, resulting in very few days to
prepare and evacuate. Take precautions
to get out of harm’s way and protect
human life. If your business needs a reentry placard, contact Jefferson Parish as
soon as you can.★
Mayor Muniz can be reached at 4687240.

Generous Kenner residents fund commercial freezer for food
bank, plus $3,600 for additional supplies
By ALLAN KATZ
Generous Kenner residents have donated more than $7,100 in cash donations to
the Kenner Food Bank, funding a badlyneeded commercial freezer and an additional $3,600 that is being used for food
purchases.
“I really think that Kenner is one of the
most generous communities in America,”
said Mary-Sharon Howland, director of

community services for the city of
Kenner. “From the moment that we said
the Kenner Food Bank needed funds for a
commercial freezer, the donations began
rolling in. We received gifts from churches, schools and individuals who wished to
remain anonymous. The gifts ranged from
$1 to more than $3,000 and we appreciated every single one.”
The need for a commercial freezer surfaced when record numbers of persons in

“Cash donations and food donations are
still very much appreciated. We are still
being asked for help by record numbers
of individuals, including those who have
lost jobs and those who can’t stretch their
fixed incomes to cover all their expenses.”
Donations can still be brought to the
Kenner Community Services Office, 624
Williams Boulevard. Checks should be
made payable to the city of Kenner.★

Assisted evacuation and medical/
mobility special needs residents
should complete assessment form
before evacuations are ordered

Wi l ls Tr u st s
Su c c es s io n s
Bu si nes s L aw
P er so na l In ju r y
Over 30 years experience

M LF

Me l ch er s La w Fir m
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner, LA 70065

(504) 467-1092
www.melcherslawfirm.com

need began asking the food bank for
assistance, just as the national recession
began impacting the Kenner economy,
especially hitting minimum wage jobs
and senior citizens on fixed incomes trying to cope with inflation.
The commercial freezer has arrived and
is in use. For the first time, the food bank
is able to store frozen foods and distribute
them.
“The crisis is still on,” said Howland.

James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE
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As the 2009 hurricane season approaches, the Jefferson Parish Department of
Emergency Management is asking those
who may need evacuation assistance to
fill out an assessment form so that the
parish can determine the number and
needs of citizens in the parish that may
need public assistance in an evacuation
during an emergency event.
To fill out the assessment form, visit
www.jeffparish.net and click on “Jefferson
Parish Assisted Evacuation” link on the
right in the “Important Information” section. If additional help is needed, call the

Jefferson Parish Emergency Operations
Center at 349-5360.
No one will automatically be picked up
in the event of a mandatory evacuation by
filling out the assessment nor will the registration of this form generate a call from
Jefferson Parish during an evacuation.
When the time comes to implement the
publicly assisted evacuation plan, government officials will announce on television
and radio the telephone numbers to call
and the locations of pick up points for citizens to be transferred to buses for evacuation.★
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Drugs and summer vacation
By STEVE CARAWAY, Kenner Police Chief
During summer
vacation, children
have more free
time and less structure to their days. This
freedom can sometimes lead to experimental drug use. National research shows that
kids typically use drugs for one year on a
casual basis before becoming addicted and
parents notice the problem. It is important
to protect your children by knowing the
signs of casual drug use and learning to talk
openly with them about this problem.
Serious drug abuse is usually characterized by a change in regular friends and a

loss of interest in hobbies and normal
activities.
The questions below can be considered
to determine if your child is a casual drug
user.
Is your child masking the smell of alcohol or marijuana with mouthwash, gum or
cologne?
Does your child immediately go to
his/her room upon arriving home? Also,
remember to note if he/she is balanced
when walking. If you are suspicious, ask
your child to perform an easy physical task
and note his/her demeanor.

If your child is out does he or she suddenly call to ask for permission to spend
the night out?
Who are your kids hanging out with during summer volunteering or work? Are they
good influences?
Did you know that having an older child
who uses drugs makes your younger child’s
chances of experimentation much greater?
Quite often older siblings will lure their
younger brothers and sisters into drug use.
Drugs are a major concern in all cities. It
is important that you talk to your children
about drugs in order to prevent temptation.

If you notice possible drug activity in our
local neighborhoods, please call the
Kenner Police Department’s anonymous
drug tip hotline at 466-3073 to report your
suspicions. Law enforcement operations
cannot combat illegal drug use alone. We
need our citizens to remain vigilant of such
problems and report any suspicious activities at the first sign.★
Kenner Police Chief Caraway can be
reached by email at kpd@kenner.la.us.
Visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com.

Kenner Fire Department update
By JOHN HELLMERS, Kenner Fire Chief
In the 2007/2008
fiscal year, the fire
department
had
repairs and maintenance to fire trucks
that totaled over $200,000. Our fleet of
eleven fire trucks has a total age of 157 years
for an average age of over fourteen years old
per truck. Six of these trucks are first-line
trucks normally in-service every day. The
other five are spare trucks used when a firstline truck is out-of-service for repairs and/or
maintenance.
One of the first-line trucks is R379, a rescue truck equipped with tools like the “Jaws
of Life” to assist firefighters in extricating
victims from a vehicle accident. While this
truck is useful in many ways, it does not
carry water or the ability to pump water on a
fire. What I’d like to accomplish is to replace
this truck with a “rescue-pumper” that would
hold the same tools but also have the ability
to pump water. This switch in equipment
would improve fire protection for Kenner by
adding an additional pumper to our fleet. The
existing rescue truck is presently at our firehouse located at 3343 Williams Boulevard.
We are currently in the midst of a fire rat-

ing evaluation by the Property Insurance
Association of Louisiana (PIAL). Part of this
survey shows a need for a pumper to adequately respond to calls in the area serviced
by R379.
Improvements in equipment are ongoing,
with the latest occurring because of an ordinance approved by the city council allowing
the purchase of medical supplies and training
aids for the fire department. The training aids
being acquired through this ordinance
include airway manikins for adult, children
and infants and an AED trainer (automatic
external defibrillator). In the last eighteen
months the Kenner Fire Department has documented nine life-saving calls with most
involving the use of our AED. In 2008 the
department responded to 3,558 calls for service which was an increase of 600 calls from
2007.
On the council’s agenda as I write this column is an ordinance to purchase additional
hose and nozzles which will better equip our
department to respond to fire incidents and to
also replace worn out hoses.
At present, I’m looking towards the
2009/2010-budget year and anticipating the
challenges of staying within a smaller budg-

et.
The city’s general fund has to make up the
$1.4 million difference that is not covered by
Kenner’s fire millage. In 2001 the fire millage was 11.02 mills. In 2007, the millage
assessed for fire protection in Kenner was
reduced to 9.76 out of a total of 23.93 mills
collected. In 2008, the fire millage was lowered to 7.40 out of a total of 18.13 mills collected. So, a house valued at $125,000 had a
decrease in fire millage of $11.80.
The fire department has capital budget
needs that cannot be met with the present fire

millage being collected. With citizen support, the millage could be rolled forward to
provide adequate funding for the fire department. The funds would be used to maintain
the current level of services and to replace
aging equipment.
The Kenner Fire Department stands ready
when called. Please voice your opinion to
our elected officials concerning the funding
of the fire department.★
Kenner Fire Chief Hellmers can be
reached at fire.kenner.la.us.

Is YOUR car ready for

Hurricane Season?

Fourth KPD P.O.S.T. Academy
class graduated in April
Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway
recently announced the April graduation of
Kenner Police Department’s fourth P.O.S.T.
Basic Training Academy class.
The graduates are: Officer Arnold Breaux,
III, Officer Lance Bullock, Officer Jessica
Cantrell, Officer Immanuel Cohen, Officer
Charles Donovan, III, Officer Robert Drake,
Jr., Officer Keith Dykes, Officer Nicholas
Engler, Officer Michael Habeney, Officer
Joseph Lundy, Officer Adam Matise, Officer
Irma Morehouse, Officer Jeffery Rhodes,
Officer Aaron Savoie, Officer Brian Supan
and Officer Priscilla Wilkinson.
Kenner police officers who reach the academy have successfully completed a complex
and stringent hiring process, which includes
an extensive background investigation, physical fitness assessment, psychological exam
and final selection through an oral administrative review board process.

Students in the academy must abide by
strict codes of discipline while they receive
over 500 hours of training in various aspects
of police work, such as legal issues, first aid,
firearms, investigations, traffic services,
patrol practices, report writing, community
relations, self-defense tactics, physical training and defensive driving. P.O.S.T. requires a
minimum of 320 hours of instruction.
Upon graduation, officers will be P.O.S.T.
certified, meaning that they have taken and
passed the P.O.S.T. exam and have sufficiently completed the basic training requirements.
Louisiana law requires all police officers to
be P.O.S.T. certified within one year of being
hired. Upon completing the basic academy,
new Kenner Police Officers must also successfully complete an 18-week field training
program working with a veteran patrol officer
until they are ready to assume routine patrol
duties.★

Trust us to make sure it is!
Over 30 years of honest customer service
Professional technicians
Family owned and operated since 1976

SERVICES
Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte,
Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

Transmission, A/C Service, Electronics,
Brake Systems, Tune-Ups,
Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End

Automatic Transmission, Inc. Dennis Automotive
2220 Airline Drive, Kenner • 466-1381
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Summer days are here – remember your best protection
under the sun is sunscreen
By SMITA PATEL, M.D.
The days of full
sunshine, sipping
fresh lemonade, going to pool parties,
traveling to the beach, etc are here! One
of the important things you should
remember to do while having fun is to
protect your skin again sunburn.
Sunscreen is one of the best ways to
protect against your skin and is a good
first line of defense. Why do we need
sunscreen? Some of the sun’s rays can
cause damage to your skin and increase
your risk of skin cancer. Ultraviolet light
(UV) are the invisible rays from the sun.
UV light is divided into three wavelength
bands, namely ultraviolet A (UVA), ultraviolet B (UVB) and ultraviolet C (UVC).
Only UVA and UVB reach the earth.
Everyone should use sunscreen even if
you have a dark skin pigment but regardless of skin type, the sun’s energy penetrates into the skin and damages DNA of
skin cells. This disruption can lead to skin
cancer. Children should also be protected
from the harmful effects of the sun
because their skin is more fragile. Babies
younger than six months should be kept
out of direct sunlight. Indirect sunlight is
okay for them, though.

It is very confusing as to which sunscreen to buy when there are so many
options in the marketplace. All sunscreens have an SPF rating which stands
for sun protection factor. This SPF number tells us how much of the sun’s UVB
rays it filters. For example, a sunscreen
with a SPF of 15 filters about 93 percent
and a SPF 30 filters 97 percent. The number is not an indication of how much time
you can spend in the sun. The SPF number represents a measurement of the
amount of UVB protection so, the higher
the number, the greater the protection.
This number measures only UVB protection not UVA protection. There is currently no standard rating system for that sunscreen with an SPF of at least 15. Don’t
make the mistake of relying on your skin
to tell you when you’ve had too much
sun. It may take up to 24 hours for sunburn to develop fully.
Some helpful tips on buying sunscreen
is to select one with a broad-spectrum
UVA and UVB radiation protection. Look
on the ingredient labels for oxybenzone,
sulisobenzone, avobenzone (Parsol
1789), ecamsule, titanium dioxide or zinc
oxide. Some sunscreens contain fra-

grances, preservatives and other ingredients that cause skin reactions in some
people. If you have sensitive skin, look
for sunscreen that doesn't contain potential allergens, such as fragrances or dyes,
and that is specifically designed for your
type of skin. Look for sunscreens labeled
“water resistant,” which offers some protection against washing off in water or
when perspiring heavily. Sunscreens can
no longer be labeled “waterproof”
because all sunscreens wash off to some
extent. Other terms that can no longer be
used on sunscreen product labels include
“sun block,” as no product actually
blocks all UV rays and “all-day,” as no
sunscreen lasts all day. Many tanning oils
and lotions don’t contain sunscreen so be
careful. Products that don't contain sunscreen are required by law to clearly indicate that on the label. To maximize protection, apply sunscreen liberally 30 minutes before going outdoors and reapply
every two hours or sooner as needed.
Most people do not use enough sunscreen. A liberal application is about one
ounce to cover all exposed parts of the
body. Be sure to rub the sunscreen in
well. You should apply sunscreen liberal-

ly 30 minutes before going outdoors and
reapply every two hours or sooner if
needed.
Even thought sunscreen is the best
defense, no sunscreen replaces good common sense protective measures such as
limiting the time spent out in the sun. Try
to avoid the sun between 10:00 a.m. and
4:00 p.m. because the sun’s rays are the
strongest during these hours. Even though
this is difficult to do on hot day, wear
clothing that covers your arms and legs
and a broad-brimmed hat. These measures will significantly reduce your chance
of skin damage as you begin to enjoy the
great summer days ahead!★
Smita Patel, M.D. practices hospitalbased medicine at Ochsner Health
System. Dr. Patel also serves as a medical
director of Ochsner Home Health which
provides highly specialized medical care
to patients on the south shore and north
shore. Ochsner Home Health is a component of Ochsner’s integrated healthcare
delivery system dedicated to patient care
and education. For more information,
call
842-5585
or
email
smpatel@ochsner.org.

Ready to quit smoking? Set a date and dedicate quitting to someone you love
By ALLAN KATZ
Dr. Brandon Hider is a family practice
physician at Ochsner Medical CenterKenner at Driftwood, who has found hundreds of Kenner residents promising to quit
smoking just as soon as they’re ready. The
problem, he says, is that the date when

they’re ready never seems to arrive.
But, Dr. Hider, who has helped countless
smokers actually quit and remain nonsmokers, has an answer for those who say
their time to quit just hasn’t arrived. “I tell
those patients: Let’s set a date when you’re
going to quit smoking cold turkey. You’re
going to stop smoking and never pick up a

cigarette again. Pick a date and that’s it. I
also tell them they should dedicate their
quitting to someone they love – a spouse, a
grandchild, a friend. Every time you’re
tempted to break the commitment to quit
smoking, think of the loved one to whom
you’ve dedicated yourself. You can’t let
them down. The reason you’ve quit smoking is so that you’ll live to enjoy their company and how much care about you.”
Dr. Hider, a native of Lake Charles who
earned his undergraduate degree from
Morehouse College in Atlanta and obtained
his medical degree from LSU School of
Health Sciences says his method works, but
first, the smoker has to be ready to make a
commitment to stop smoking. “No one can
make you quit smoking,” he says. “As a
smoker, you have to want to stop. You have
to be strong enough to end your addiction.”
Dr. Hider says that once you’ve stopped
smoking, the next test is not giving in to
resuming smoking on some “special occasion.” “Once you give in and start smoking
again, you’re lost,” says Dr. Hider. “The
whole process has to start over. But it can
be done. I’ve seen numerous smokers give
it up, but it certainly isn’t easy.”
To stop smoking permanently, the exsmoker has to know that they’ll be tempted
to start smoking again after a good meal.
“Don’t linger after a meal, don’t hang
around waiting for your friends to light
up,” said Dr. Hider. “Get out of there. Don’t
put yourself in the way of temptation.”
Dr. Hider says the saddest of the wouldbe quitters are teenage smokers. “Girls,

especially, will tell their doctor that they
don’t really care about smoking, it’s just a
social thing they can stop whenever they
want to do so,” he says. “But, in fact, it’s
sad because they don’t understand how
addictive smoking is and how hard the
habit is to break when you’re in your 20s,
30s, 40s or beyond.”
Dr. Hider says the rational reasons for
quitting smoking include concerns about
cancer, heart trouble, high blood pressure
and emphysema. “However, there is a tendency for the smoker to think that he or
she will quit tomorrow or the day after –
that’s a decision that can be put off, perhaps indefinitely. For those who know they
must quit for the sake of everyone who
loves them, the real test is picking a
moment when they’re going to quit no
matter what and then doing it, with the
encouragement and congratulations of all
those who are pulling for them to do it,” he
says.
Dr. Hider says he has really enjoyed
practicing medicine in Kenner and finds
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner to be an
exceptional hospital with a full range of
services. “I’ve found many people in
Kenner who are smokers and want to quit,
or love someone who smokes and wants
them to quit,” says Dr. Hider. “It certainly
isn’t easy but we have a lot of patients at
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner who have
done it successfully and will be glad to tell
other smokers how they were able to do it
– usually with the encouragement of someone who really cares about them.”★
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What are the duties and responsibilities of the
trustee of a special needs trust?
By JAMES L. MELCHERS
Before accepting
the trusteeship of a
special needs trust, you should have some
understanding of what will be required of
you. State law and the trust document itself
define the exact duties of the trustee for a
specific special needs trust. The general
duties will be discussed individually below,
but in summary include a duty of loyalty, a
duty to administer the trust, a duty of prudent
administration, a duty to control costs, a duty
to control and protect trust property, a duty to
enforce and defend any claims against the
trust, a duty to keep records and identify trust
property, a duty to inform and report and a
duty to distribute assets upon the termination
of the trust. There are other duties outlined in
specific trust documents and most trusts give
trustees certain discretionary powers in the
administration of the trust.
What is loyalty in the context of a special
needs trust? The trustee has a duty of loyalty
to administer the trust solely in the interest of
the beneficiary and never in the interest of
the trustee individually. This is also known
as the fiduciary duty. In most states, this duty
means the trustee cannot buy assets from the
trust or sell assets to the trust, in other words
no self dealing. This borrowing and lending
should not occur even if considered fair, rea-

sonable and beneficial to the trust. Trust
assets must be kept separate from those of
the trustee. There can be no commingling of
trust funds with the trustee’s personal funds.
The duty to administer the trust means the
trustee shall administer the trust in good faith
in accordance with the provisions found in
the trust itself, as well as in good faith for the
interests of the beneficiary only. The responsibility of prudent administration means that
a non-professional trustee (an individual and
not an institution such as a bank) must exercise the same care and skill as a prudent person would exercise in handling his own
property. A trust shall invest and manage
trust property as a prudent investor. The
trustee will administer the trust as a prudent
person would by considering the purposes,
terms, distribution requirements and any
other circumstances of the trust.
A trustee may delegate the performance of
acts that he could not reasonably be required
to perform personally, such as the physical
care of the beneficiary. The trustee is obliged
to take reasonable steps to take control of
and protect the trust property.
A trustee must defend against actions that
my result in a loss to the trust estate, unless
under the particular circumstances of an
action, it is reasonable not to make a defense.

Even though there are always costs
involved with the administration of a trust,
the trustee has an obligation to incur only
costs that are reasonable considering the
value of the trust property and the purposes
of the trust. Additionally, most trusts provide
for some compensation to the trustee.
The importance of the duty of record
keeping and identification of trust property
cannot be stressed enough. Trustees can get
into major trouble if they do not keep trust
property identified as trust property and do
not keep good clear accounting records of
the assets of the trust. Trust property should
be titled as trust property. Trust property
must be kept separate from the trustee’ own
personal property and the trustee must have
records to show that funds and assets have
been kept separate. A trustee must give to a
beneficiary upon his request at reasonable
times complete and accurate information as
to the nature and amount of the trust property, and permit him, or a person duly authorized by him, to inspect the subject matter of
the trust, and the accounts, vouchers, and
other documents relating to the trust.
The duty to inform and report obligates
the trustee to keep the beneficiary or his legal
representative reasonably informed about
the administration of the trust and of materi-

★

al facts necessary for them to protect their
interests. A trustee should promptly respond
to a beneficiary’s request for information
related to the administration of the trust.
Every year, a trustee must render to a beneficiary or his legal representative a clear and
accurate accounting covering his administration for the preceding year.
Upon the death of a special needs person,
the trust will terminate and after all debts are
paid, the trust assets, if any, will be distributed to the designated successor beneficiary
of the trust. This termination can be delayed
if the trust is subject to a life estate or
usufruct to another person.
In conclusion, the duties of the trustee of a
special needs trust require an individual or
corporate trustee who is sensitive and
responsive to the needs of the special needs
person.★
James L. Melchers is the senior attorney
at Melchers Law Firm, located at 909 West
Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and the firm’s
primary areas of practice are estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, corporate
law, and personal injury. Melchers can be
reached at 467-1092 or visit the website at
www.melcherslawfirm.com. Melchers Law
Firm is now open one Saturday morning
each month.

Business

Dennis Automotive appointed AAA approved auto repair facility
AAA has appointed Dennis Automotive,
located at 2222 Airline Drive in Kenner, as an
approved auto repair facility. AAA’s designation
follows the completion of a rigorous inspection
into the shop’s practices, competence and customer service.

To qualify for AAA approved auto repair status, repair facilities receive an on-site inspection
by AAA representatives during which the quality control, customer service, types of vehicles
served, repair order system, equipment, staff
qualifications and insurance coverage areas are

KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD.
KENNER, LA 70065
504-443-5152

KENNER’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!
Se habla Español

METAIRIE & WESTBANK LOCATIONS

examined.
Owner Clark Dennis said, “The AAA evaluation process lasted about four months and was
very precise and thorough. For over 30 years we
have worked very hard to maintain a repair
facility that provides excellent service while
being honest and maintaining a spotless reputation. So we are very happy with AAA’s designation.”
Achieving AAA’s approved auto repair status
means that this facility has technicians that the
National I nstitute for Automotive Service
Excellence (ASE) or vehicle manufacturers
have certified for each service area offered and
have in place a formal training program to
ensure that their technicians remain up-to-date.
AAA also conducts a survey of customers
who have previously used the facility to determine customer satisfaction. The garage’s record
with the Better Business Bureau and the
Consumer Protection Agency are checked, as is
its financial strength.
AAA’s approved auto repair program enables
motorists to identify quality automotive repair
facilities and provides AAA members with
guaranteed repairs.
AAA members are provided with the protection of dispute resolution where AAA will
investigate any dispute arising between an AAA
member and an approved repair facility.
By contract, the facility is bound to accept
AAA’s decision regarding a dispute. Also, upon
request, AAA members can receive a free maintenance inspection when the facility is servicing

their vehicle.
Approved auto repair facilities offer a 12
month or 12,000 mile warranty and, upon
request, they will return all replaced parts unless
required under a warranty or exchange program
to be returned to the manufacturer. A written
cost estimate is provided and the actual cost
may not exceed the estimate by more than 10
percent without prior authorization from the
customer.
All motorists can benefit from AAA’s program as it provides a means for everyone to
identify a place where quality repairs are
offered.
AAA approved auto repair shops provide
service in engine performance, minor engine
repair, brakes and electrical systems. In addition
to these areas, Dennis Automotive also offers
services in heating, air conditioning, cooling
systems and recreational vehicle repairs.
“We are proud to add Dennis Automotive to
the list of over 8,000 AAA approved auto repair
facilities throughout the U.S. and Canada,” said
Wayne Young, vice president of automotive
services. “It’s a compliment to the management
and staff of Dennis Automotive that they have
qualified for AAA’s designation and are committed to maintaining the high standards of performance for AAA members and their customers.”
In Kenner, Scotty’s Tire and Automotive,
located at 4200 Williams Boulevard, is also an
approved auto repair facility and has been for
over four years.★
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OMC - Kenner laboratory earns AABB accreditation
By PAOLO ZAMBITO
It may not be the
first thing that
comes to mind
when you think
about an illness, disease or hospital stay, but
the laboratory is a vital component to each
and every hospital. It is estimated that up to
70 percent of health care decisions are
influenced by laboratory test results.
“Although lab professionals tend to work
behind the scenes and don’t get much attention for the work they do, we at Ochsner
Medical Center-Kenner are extremely
proud of our employees who provide this
critical information to our patients and
medical staff on a daily basis,” said Miguel

Bran, OMC-Kenner Laboratory Director.
That hard work and dedication recently
paid off when the lab was granted accreditation by the American Association of
Blood Banks (AABB) on March 6, 2009.
“Laboratories are not required to be
accredited by the AABB,” explains Bran.
“The procedures are voluntary and we
chose to undergo this process because it
shows our commitment to advanced learning, continuous improvement and innovation by striving to sustain the highest possible level of patient care.” Facilities around
the world are assisted by the AABB in
achieving excellence by promoting a level
of professional and medical expertise that

contributes to quality performance.
The accreditation comes after an intensive on-site assessment which establishes
that the level of medical, technical and
administrative performance within the
facility meets or exceeds standards set by
AABB. OMC-Kenner joins approximately
1,800 facilities across the United States and
abroad that have earned this designation.
AABB-accredited organizations are recognized by their peers as leaders in their field
and as pivotal voices in the dialogue
through which consensus-based, voluntary
standards are developed and implemented.
The laboratory at OMC-Kenner is a fullservice lab open 24 hours a day, seven days

a week. It offers both inpatient services, as
well as outpatient services through the medical office building. The lab has an on-site
donor station used to replenish the blood
supply in addition to working in conjunction with the blood bank at Ochsner
Medical Center on Jefferson Highway.★
Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive
officer at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
and has served in this role for four years.
Zambito has been at the Kenner facility for
over 18 years. For more information contact OMC-Kenner at the corner of West
Esplanade and Loyola Avenue in Kenner or
call 468-8600.

★
Kenner’s Driftwood Park has improved entrance wall
On May 16, 2009, Kenner city officials
dedicated a fully refurbished brick wall,
flag pole and lighted flower garden at the

entrance of Driftwood Subdivision at the
intersection of West Esplanade Avenue
and Driftwood Boulevard.

The entrance spans the Driftwood
Boulevard median and includes wing
walls on either side of the street.
Plantings include four crepe myrtle trees,
three large Hawthorne azalea bushes, 24
dwarf yupon bushes, four knock-out rose
bushes and six golden lantana shrubs.
In addition, the garden includes a sprinkler system, new soil, mulch and lighting.
The work was done by WC Contractors

Community
at a cost of $35,730. The money was provided from the Council District 3 account
of Councilman Ben Zahn as part of his
program to beautify locations in the district. The work is among several projects
across Kenner in recent months to
enhance beautification that saw the planting of more than 400 trees and hundreds
of ornamental shrubs, bushes and ground
cover.★

Chateau Café coffee goes to Baghdad

on us!
enroll for

free

during our
membership
appreciation
open house

Saturday, June 13, 11am to 3pm
Come by to tour the gym, and meet the personal trainers.
Enter our door prize drawing for memberships, personal
training, 1GB ipod shuffle and other prizes donated by
Planet Beach, NSI Sports & Health Nutrition, Smoothie
King, Lakeview Gallery & Rhinestone Runway. DJ and
Refreshments too!

During the immediate aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, National Guardsman frequented Chateau Café, one of the first eating establishments opened after the storm.
Owner Scott Korndorffer discovered that since then some of those National
Guardsman had been deployed to the Iraqi capital of Baghdad. So, in appreciation
of their efforts here and there, Korndorffer shipped twenty pounds of coffee along
with Chateau Café mugs to the soldiers.

anytimefitness.com

FACILITY

819 W.Esplanade
next to Walgreens
504.465.8599
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Opportunity
By GLENN DOTTOLO
Now that we are
deep in the worst
recession since the
Great Depression, it is time to think of
opportunities.
When things were at their worst, during
the Great Depression of 1929, the Empire
State Building opened with all units
leased, the three great independent Texas
oil fortunes were created, and the city of
New Orleans established itself as the
gateway to Central America.
The point of this historic recap is that
during periods of great stress there are
great opportunities.
One opportunity is the chance to start a
business with very low initial costs. The
reason is that because of the shake out

there are now fully-equipped restaurants,
car dealerships, stores and commercial
spaces available below replacement cost.
Used equipment of all types is also available at substantial discounts.
All of this adds up to opportunity. If
you have ever wanted to start a business,
it will never be cheaper. Another advantage for startups is that many of your
competitors will be cutting costs and losing their customer focus. What a great
time to pick up their dissatisfied customers.
This is also a time when borrowing
start-up money is a little easier. The Small
Business Administration is offering 90
percent guaranteed loans, so certified
SBA lenders will be more likely to help.

Relaxing Oasis
Waiting For You

There are programs at our local universities that will help with business plans.
The University of New Orleans offers this
service and their contact is Michael
Cusack
at
352-0230
or
mcusack@uno.edu. The Jefferson Parish
Economic Development Commission also
offers help for people who want to start or
expand their business. JEDCO’s contact is
Alberto Queral and he can be reached at
833-1881 or aqueral@jedco.org.
I don’t want to minimize the risks of
small business creation, but for those who
are inclined toward entrepreneurship this
is a wonderful time to start something
new. The market is eager for new ideas
and customers are looking for products
and services that are tailored to their

★

needs and desires.
It is a certainty that 100 percent of the
businesses that you don’t try won’t succeed.
If you want to try something new, stop
by a locally owned bank and ask them for
their advice. After all, if they are established in your community it means that
someone thought starting a bank in your
community was a good idea.★
Glenn Dottolo, manager of Gulf Coast
Bank & Trust’s Kenner Branch Office on
Williams Boulevard, offers twenty-five
years of full service banking to his customers. Dottolo can be contacted at 5653655. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s
website at www.gulfbank.com.

Community

We offer the complete spa experience!
From senior’s shampoo &
sets to total hair replacements
or complete body massage.
We offer every spa or hair
service you or your family
may need.
We welcome new clients with

$

10

off any service

Hair S tylesUnlimited

3635 Florida Ave. 464-5949 • Open Monday - Saturday
www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com Thinning hair experts since 1977
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Kenner inspectors sweep
Holly Heights for violations
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In May Kenner Inspection and Code
Enforcement officials visited several locations in Holly Heights subdivision and
issued 72 citations at unkempt properties.
The area is bounded by Chateau Boulevard,
West Esplanade Avenue, Continental Drive
and Ronson Drive.
The most citations – 26 issued – were for
high grass and weeds on private property.
Keith Chiro, Kenner code enforcement
director, said the sweep was part of a continuing effort by the city to bring private
properties into compliance with building
and zoning laws and to help improve the
quality of life in Kenner’s neighborhoods.
Chiro said that since Hurricane Katrina,
many property owners have made the effort
to fix up buildings and landscape as part of
rebuilding program, but several other property owners are not keeping pace with their
respective properties. Civic associations and
individuals who are keeping up with
rebuilding efforts have called on the city to

enforce laws that require owners to keep
their properties free of debris and high vegetation and their buildings in proper repair.
Also issued were 10 citations for illegal
basketball goals, seven for exterior damage
to roofs and gutter pipes, six for motor vehicles littering private property, five for general litter and trash and one for a camper
parked illegally in a residential yard.
Inspector posts citation on residence at
717 Ronson Drive.
Additionally, three citations were issued
for fences in need of repair, three work trailers parked illegally on residential property,
three private boats parked on city property,
an illegal storage pod, a vehicle jacked up
on blocks, an abandoned tagged vehicle on
city property and two citations were also
issued for missing house addresses.
Chiro said the citations seek to bring the
properties in compliance with city laws. If
owners abide by the law, they can avoid
being taken to court by the city.★
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Gardening hints for the
month of June
By LYNNE DIMM
June,
the
beginning
of
summer, usually brings an end to
showers and a start to the sweltering
heat. It’s also the beginning of hurricane season, but instead of worrying
about the tropical season, let’s concentrate instead on beautifying our
gardens.
It is time to remove the spring
annuals that have burned and become
crispy brown. Before planting new
color, remove weeds from the soil,
add Amaze grass and weed preventer
and turn the soil over. Great colorful
planting suggestions for the hot
weather include vinca, marigold,
salvia, purselane, caladium, blue
daze and penta. Get a jump on insect
problems by adding systemic insecticide at planting time.
If your roses are looking bad, have
slowed down or stopped blooming,
cut them back about six inches, use
rose food and spray with insecticide.
If you haven’t already planted hot
shot roses in your garden, please do
as they are the best landscape roses.
New colors to look for are red and
pink. Orange and yellow are available but can be hard to find, so you
may have to ask your local nurseryman to order them for you.

Figs trees should be making fruit,
so water the trees at least three times
a week. Birds love figs and will ruin
the fruit so it becomes inedible. If
you have this problem, attach a few
tin pie pans to your tree and the
birds should stay away.
This year citrus trees are being
attacked by something that burns
their leaves so that they fall off, but
the fruit so far have been withstanding that. To take care of them use
citrus tree spray, feed with tree food
and water often.
Take time to complete your garden
chores and get outside to enjoy the
weather before the worst heat of
summer arrives.
Have a happy summer by enjoying
our beautiful lakefront in Kenner. It
is a great place for a picnic.★
Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne
Dimm’s Nursery, LLC, located at 27
West 27th Street, is a registered and
licensed Louisiana horticulturist and
landscape contractor, is a wholesale
grower of bedding plants and has
over 30 years experience in the
industry. Lynne Dimm can be
reached
via
email
at
lynnedimm@yahoo.com or by calling 468-5467.

“Our family
proudly serving Kenner families
for nearly a decade.”

We look forward to serving your legal needs:
FAMILY LAW
• Mother
• Wife
• Community Leader
• Business Owner

ESTATE PLANNING
SOCIAL SECURITY CLAIMS
PERSONAL INJURY

Arita M. L. Bohannan
Attorney at Law

“Hard Working People Deserve a Hard Working Attorney”
1201 Williams Blvd. Kenner, La • 468.1100 • www.nolalawyer.com
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Cut the fat: The battle against childhood obesity
By YVETTE DUSSOUY
The obesity epidemic is wreaking
havoc on our children’s health. Obesity rates have doubled
among children in the past 20 years and
tripled in teens. At the current time, a
whopping one-third of American children
are overweight and one-fifth are clinically
obese.
Obese children are twice as likely as
children of normal weights to suffer from
type-2 diabetes. According to the
American Heart Association, obese children at the young age of ten have arteries
that resemble those of 45-year-olds as
well as enlargement of the left atrium
region of the heart, a risk factor for both
heart disease and stroke.
With all of the health problems that go
alongside obesity, our current generation
of children may be the first in modern history with a lifespan shorter than that of

their parents.
Fortunately, just a few daily lifestyle
changes can get kids moving and combat
childhood obesity. Listed below are a few
suggestions.
Lead by example. Be a role model. If
you are moving and exercising, then your
kids will do the same. Take a bike ride
after dinnertime or join a family-friendly
fitness facility.
Be positive. Focus on your child’s
strengths. Find a physical activity that
your child enjoys. Don’t worry about getting huge results on the scale right away.
Just emphasize the importance of changing your child’s daily behaviors, and the
results will come.
Start early. Teach your children to eat
healthier foods in appropriate portion
sizes and to limit sedentary activity from
the start. It’s more likely that they will
maintain this healthy lifestyle as they

grow.
Teach nutrition. The old adage that a
child should clean his plate because there
are starving people in other parts of the
world is misguided. Your child’s intake of
a full plate won’t fix world hunger.
Instead, teach your children about portion
sizes and how to recognize when they are
full.
Guzzle it up. Replace your children’s
sugary beverages with water. American
children and teens drink an average of 235
“empty” calories from sugar-sweetened
beverages every day. That adds up to nearly 25 pounds per year!
Limit your kids screen time. Set a
maximum time limit each day for both television and Internet usage.
Enlist the help of your community.
Talk to your child’s school about what
health curricula is being offered.
Volunteer with the PTA and see what

★

healthy activities you and other parents
can bring to your children’s school day.
Enroll your children in a fun exercise
program so they will enjoy it and want to
continue.★
Yvette Dussouy, for over 15 years has
owned and operated the Kenner
Jazzercise Fitness Center, which has
recently moved to a new location, 4228
Williams Boulevard. A certified instructor
for over 18 years, Dussouy has been
awarded Pacesetter Elite status by
Jazzercise, Inc. for the past ten years.
Dussouy can be reached at 464-4600 or
jazspot@aol.com. The Kenner Jazzercise
Center has classes early morning, morning, afternoon, evenings and weekends –
some include childcare. This class schedule includes classes for the overweight
through the very fit. For the complete
schedule visit www.jazzercise.com.

Community

Kenner Star presents seventh annual George Drake Award
By TROY BROUSSARD
As the head writer and editor of the
Kenner Star newspaper for over eight
years, George Drake’s quest for excellence
was unparalleled. His high standards were

also reflected, however, in a 23-year career
with the Jefferson Parish Public School
System, where he taught at Higgins, East
Jefferson and Bonnabel High Schools
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before moving to Roosevelt Middle
School in 1997, where he served until his
untimely passing at the age of 52. In his
capacity as an educator, George had a love
of teaching, a dedication that was
unmatched, a caring about his students that
was genuine, an unselfish attitude in helping his fellow faculty and a sincere willingness to do whatever it took to get the
job done.
Since 2002, the Kenner Star has honored
the memory of George Drake with the
presentation of a namesake award to an
eighth grade student at Roosevelt who best
emulates the qualities that he brought to
the halls of Roosevelt Middle School,
namely a dedication to learning, kindness
to others, compassion, optimism and a
quality of living each day to the fullest.
The Kenner Star is pleased to announce
that the eighth grade teachers at Roosevelt
Middle School have selected Sarah
Guillen as the recipient of the George L.
Drake Annual Award for 2009.
In recognition of her outstanding character, the Kenner Star presented Sarah with a

Seventh annual George Drake award
winner Sarah Guillen and Ms. Dubose,
assistant principal of Roosevelt Middle
School.
commemorative plaque, a savings bond
and her name has also been transcribed on
a memorial plaque in the Roosevelt school
library.★

Treasure Chest Casino gives
away 1,000 trees
In a unique celebration of Earth Day,
Treasure Chest Casino and the Louisiana
Department of Agriculture and Forestry
gave away 1,000 trees to customers on
April 22, 2009.
“We’re always looking for new and creative ways to reward our loyal customers.
Our tree giveaway does just that, and helps
our environment at the same time,” said
Kurtis Shaul, director of marketing for
Treasure Chest.
A tree was given to any Treasure Chest

Casino customer who earned a certain number of points while playing at the casino
during a specific time period in April. Trees
given away included Chinese elm, Shumard
oak, slash pine, river birch, cherry bark oak
and bald cypress. The trees were two to
three years old and two to three feet tall.
A representative from the Louisiana
Department of Agriculture and Forestry
was available to answer any questions customers may have had about their new trees
or trees they already have.★
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Health

Could rest be bad for you?
By KEITH M. DARCEY
This past June
the World Health
Organization
issued a statement that linked flying and
other forms of travel as leading to a
potentially fatal condition, venous
thromboembulism (VTE). Your risk
doubles of suffering VTE if you take a
trip that has you seated for more than
four hours. The problem isn’t really flying or traveling, it is that hours of inactivity in a seated position can lead to
blood clots forming in the legs and these
clots can lead to strokes or attacks that
in some cases can be fatal. In one high
profile case, NBC journalist David
Bloom died at the age of 39 while
embedded with American forces during
the war in Iraq in 2003. His VTE was
brought on by long periods seated in a
tank during the invasion of Baghdad.
This isn’t the only risk. In the past
decade, great strides have been made in
healthcare as more and more hospitals
have adopted mobility guidelines. These

guidelines are built around the simple
premise that patients should move daily.
Among the first to experience the benefits of this new outlook were heart surgery patients. There was a time when
these patients recuperated flat on their
backs. These patients suffered a litany
of negative side effects including
extreme cases of muscular atrophy, bedsores and even reduced mental acuity.
As physicians got these patients out of
bed and on their feet, there was a
marked difference in the recovery of
these patients.
Some patients have misinterpreted
these efforts as a rush to get them out
the door. In fact, the patient benefits
most from getting up as soon after surgery as possible. Dr. David Aiken is an
orthopedist who practices at East
Jefferson General Hospital. He has seen
first-hand the difference mobility
makes. “Patients significantly reduce
their risks of complications, falls and
other setbacks, particularly older

patients. The benefits are real and quite
pronounced.”
It isn’t just in hospitalized patients
where increased movement has proved
helpful. In a recent pain management
study at the University of Washington
Medical School in Seattle, two groups
of back pain patients were given distinct
orders. The first group was told to
resume normal activities once their pain
decreased enough to allow for that
movement. The second group was given
a deadline by which time they must
resume normal activities. The second
group came out of the study almost 100
percent “recovered” while the more
ambiguous group achieved success less
than a third of the time.
Perhaps the worse part of it is, the
longer you let pain keep you on the
couch, the more your pain is amplified.
That can actually lead to chronic disability that was caused as much by your
lack of movement as it is the original
pain source.

It probably is worth stating that these
references deal directly with rest, not
sleep. Sleep is essential and each person
has their own requirements. These
instances, and a growing body of
research, indicate what most of us
learned while studying the benefits of
exercise – inactivity is not good for us.
Even when recovering from an injury or
even surgery, get moving. It may hurt a
little now, but your mind and body will
thank you later.★
Keith M. Darcey is a communications
specialist with East Jefferson General
Hospital located at 4200 Houma
Boulevard in Metairie. Darcey can be
reached
at
889-7110
or
at
kdarcey@ejgh.org. East Jefferson
General Hospital, Louisiana’s first
Nurse Magnet hospital, is a publicly
owned, not-for-profit community hospital, providing care to the residents of the
East Bank of Jefferson Parish and surrounding communities.

Throwing injuries in baseball increasing
By CRAIG GOODWIN
Injuries
to
shoulders
and
elbows of baseball
throwing athletes
have
increased
significantly in recent years and these
injuries have become one of the most
researched sports medicine topics during the past 10 years. Many factors
cause these injuries and they need to be
examined and taken seriously.
In 2007, new rules were enacted to
protect pitchers participating in the
Little League World Series. Prior to
2007, a 12-year-old pitcher could throw
six innings per week and six innings
per game but there was no rule on how
many pitches could be thrown during
those innings. There are now pitch-limits in place stating that a pitcher who
throws more than 20 pitches in a day
needs to rest a day before pitching
again. If a pitcher throws 85 pitches in
a day the pitcher must rest at least three
days before pitching again. Pitch
counts have now become the standard
in protecting young throwing athletes.
In the March/April issue of Sports
Health Dr. Charles Bush-Joseph, a
sports medicine specialist at Rush
University Medical Center, breaks
down the number and type of pitches
appropriate for various age groups.
Nine and ten-year-old children should
be limited to throwing no more than 50
pitches per game and 75 pitches per
week. Pitchers 11-to-12-years-old
should throw no more than 75 pitches
per game and 100 pitches per week. A
child who is 13-to-14-years-old should
throw no more than 75 pitches per
game and 125 pitches per week. At thirteen a player can begin throwing a

curve ball and at 17-years-old can
begin throwing a slider pitch.
Recommendations on pitch-types are
also becoming standard in youth baseball. Biomechanical studies of adult
pitchers have shown that there are minimal differences in elbow and shoulder
forces when throwing a fastball or
curveball and significantly less force
throwing a change-up. However, an
improperly thrown curveball is significantly more stressful than an improperly thrown fastball. This is the main reason curveballs should be prohibited
prior to 14-years of age.
Pitching mechanics and fatigue play
a significant role in causing injury to a
throwing athlete’s elbow and shoulder.
Proper pitching mechanics are vital to
the longevity of a pitcher and to the
prevention of injury. The risks of injury
increase significantly when a throwing
athlete’s mechanics are poor. To avoid
injury the throwing athlete should be
made aware of the symptoms of fatigue
such as pain, a decrease in velocity or a
change in mechanics while pitching.
Pre-season and in-season conditioning programs are vital for the success
of an injury-free season. It has now
gotten to the point where many sports
medicine authorities are now stating
that a four-month rest period is needed
for the shoulder and elbow to recover
following a spring and summer of
pitching.★
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is
president of Kenner Orthopedic and
Sports Therapy, located at 3921
Williams Boulevard and two other
locations in Metairie and on the West
Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU

Medical School Department of Allied
Health, Department of Physical
Therapy in 1987. The professionals at

Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy
can be contacted via email at
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.
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Be mindful of the early warning signs of tire failure
By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
Your vehicle’s
tires play a crucial
role in your car’s
safety. As the only parts of the car that
physically touch the ground, they are one of
the key factors affecting your vehicle’s handling and braking and overall highway safety. There are steps you can take to ensure
that your tires stay in optimal condition.
Performing these regular checks is quick
and easy and a worthwhile investment of
time in your and your family's safety.
There are trouble signs you can look for.
You should visually inspect your tires on a
regular basis. If you note any of the following early warning signs, have a professional inspection performed, check and correct
items that may be causing the condition or
replace your tires.
Look for cracking or cuts in the sidewalls
and uneven tread wear. This can be caused
by improper inflation, misaligned wheels,
damaged tires or by problems with suspension parts. Check for excessively worn
tread. Most modern tires have tread-wear
indicator bars running across the tread,
which signal the minimum allowable tread
depth of 1/16-inch. When the tread wears
down to these bars, it’s time for new tires.
Inexpensive tread-wear gauges are available at auto-parts and tire stores.
Alternatively, you can use a Lincoln-head
penny as a tread-wear indicator. Insert the

penny into a tire groove with Lincoln’s
head toward the tire. If you can see the top
of Abe’s head, the tread is too worn.
Do you see bulges or blisters? If you see
a bulge or blister on the sidewall, replace
the tire at once. These signal potential weak
spots that could lead to tire failure. Do you
feel excessive vibration? Tire vibration may
be a sign a wheel is misaligned, unbalanced
or bent. It could also signify internal tire
damage. Don’t ignore vibrations. Have the
vehicle serviced at once.
Under-inflation of tires should be of concern. Surveys have shown that as many as
half the cars on the road may be riding on
one or more under inflated tires. Part of the
problem is that tires lose air through the
rubber and at interfaces with the wheel and
valve, sometimes so slowly that many people don’t realize it has happened. Seasonal
temperature changes may also cause the tire
pressure to drop.
Because the sidewall flexes more at
lower tire pressures, under-inflation compromises the driving control that a tire is
designed to provide. Even a small pressure
loss – such as 4 psi – can affect a car’s handling, making it harder to control. It can
also make the ride softer and the car wallow. In addition, under inflated tires lower a
vehicle’s fuel economy, which can cost you
more money at the pump.
A sidewall that flexes too much can also

cause heat to build up excessively, which
can shorten a tire's life and possibly lead to
a tread separation or blowout.
Here are some tire inflation maintenance
tips: Don’t judge the pressure by eyeballing
a tire. Modern radial tires bulge slightly,
making them look a little under inflated,
even when they're not.
At least once a month, use a tire gauge to
check the pressure in all four tires and the
spare. A tire-pressure gauge is available for
as little as $3 to $5 at auto-parts stores.
Set the tires to the automaker’s recommended tire pressure. This is printed on a
placard in the car, either on a doorjamb, the
fuel-filler door or on the inside of the glovecompartment lid. Don’t go by the “maximum inflation pressure” imprinted on the
tire. If your car has a limited-service spare,
also check that it's inflated to the pressure

specified on the placard – usually 60 psi.
Measure the pressure with the tires cold,
before they’ve been driven more than a
mile or two. As the vehicle is driven, the
tires heat up and the pressure rises, which
makes it more difficult to set them to the
correct cold-tire pressure.
Taking the time to perform these checks
and inspections are very important for driving safety in your vehicle. ★
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned
and operated full-service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30
a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday.
Scotty’s
website
is
www.scottystireauto.com.
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Maintain a diversified portfolio
even in turbulent times
By JOHN PREVOST
While it is always important to maintain
a diversified portfolio, it is especially vital
to remain diversified during volatile market
conditions. As an investor, you should be
careful not to get caught up in any panic
selling and should maintain your focus on
long-term goals. This point is especially
key if you have already built a well-diversified portfolio. If you are concerned about
any particular securities, it may be better to
discuss these with your financial advisor
before cashing out.
Although no one can be certain about
how the market will react long term, history shows that cataclysmic events that
prompted short-term market losses later led
to a more stable investing climate across all
industry sectors. But still keep in mind that
past results are not indicative of what will
happen in the future.
The more your portfolio is diversified,
the less chance you have of one security or
investment having a detrimental effect on
your entire investment strategy. Bonds,
stocks and cash are the three major asset
classes. Analyzing your investment objectives and tolerance for risk with your financial consultant will help determine the right
mix of these asset classes for your situation. Within these asset classes, you can
diversify further by owning stocks in different industries and countries; purchasing
different types of bonds and different types
of short-term cash instruments.
Defensive stocks typically outperform in
a slowing economy or recession. These are
typically stocks of companies that provide
necessities like food, utilities, pharmaceuticals, toiletries or other consumer products
with a short shelf life. The theory is that
consumers will continue to buy necessities
like food and address their medical needs
regardless of economic conditions. As a
result, companies that sell these types of
products should not be as negatively affected by a slowing economy as companies that
produce more discretionary types of products.
It also is important to remember that
even in good times the value of stocks and
bonds go up as well as down. When the
market is experiencing more volatile movements, gains and losses can seem enormous. It is important to keep your longterm strategy in mind when experiencing
these changes and realize that they can bal-
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John Prevost is a financial advisor and
first vice president of investments with
Wells Fargo Advisors. This column was
provided courtesy of John Prevost whose
office is located at 111 Veterans Boulevard,
Suite 1800, in Metairie. Prevost can be
reached at 834-2663. Wells Fargo Advisors
is the trade name used by two separate registered broker-dealers: Wells Fargo
Advisors, LLC and Wells Fargo Financial
Network, LLC, Members SIPC, non-bank
affiliates of Wells Fargo & Company. The
accuracy and completeness of this article
are not guaranteed. The opinions expressed
are those of the author and are not necessarily those of Wells Fargo Advisors/Wells
Fargo Advisors Financial Network or its
affiliates. The material is distributed solely
for information purposes and is not a solicitation or an offer to buy any security or
instrument or to participate in any trading
strategy.
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ance themselves out over time.
Unfortunately many investors associate a
weak or volatile period in the economy as
being the same as a weak time in the stock
market, a perception that is not always correct. Not all market declines lead to a recession.
The truth is that the United States economy is cyclical, meaning that it moves
through stages of growth and decline, varying in duration. A mistake made by many
investors is that they buy and sell securities
based on fluctuations in the economic data
currently being reported rather than anticipating what the economy will look like in
six to 12 months (based on a variety of factors including leading economic indicators)
and making their investment decisions
based on that outlook.
Most successful investors take a longterm view – at least three to five years –
rather than expecting stellar returns
overnight or panicking when the value of
their securities declines. A long-term diversified investment strategy based on your
investment goals and risk tolerance can create a winning approach for you regardless
of whether the economy is booming or
experiencing a brief downturn.
You should talk with your financial advisor about what the best combination of
investments is to accomplish your longterm goals.★
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$

25

Stimulus
Check
Present this stimulus check
and receive $25 towards any
tire & wheel purchase, service,
maintenance or repair purchase
of $100 or more.

Offer expires June 30, 2009. With this coupon only. Please present coupon with order.
May not be combined with any other offer or discount. One coupon per visit. Not redeemable for cash.

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner Work • Struts
Brake Service • Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups CV Joints • Fuel Injection Cleaning

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireauto.com

The Ice House

2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

469-3503

★

Make sure you are ready CAJUNLAND
for Father’s Day

COMPLETE
BOIL

TOP OFF YOUR TANK
& COOK FOR HER

PROPANE Only
SOLD BY THE GALLON

It’s Summer Time
o
To G

★

5.99

Ice Cold Package
Beer
24 pk suitcase

ICE COLD

KEG
BEER

Only
★

17.99

Bud
Bud Lite

Coors Lite
Miller Lite

20 PACK

Longneck Bottles

Only

15.99

Bud
Coors Lite
Bud Lite
Miller Lite
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ONE DAY PASS
Adult: $15.00
Child/Senior: $10.00
*Children 14 & under/Seniors 60 & up

Includes admission to all Rivertown
museum attractions, including:
• Toy Train Museum • Mardi Gras Museum
• Science Center • Native American Museum
• Kenner’s Heritage Park
Plus, your choice of one feature at
Kenner’s Planetarium and Megadome Cinema:
• Planetarium Sky Show
• Large Format Film
• Laser Light Show

SATURDAYS ONLY: $1.00 off Children’s Castle
(with purchase of One Day Pass)

The Rivertown Box Office is located at 415 Williams Boulevard.
Hours of Operation: Tue-Sat, 9 am – 5 pm.
For more information, call 504-468-7231, ext. 220 or visit us at: www.rivertownkenner.com

G
N
I
COM N
SOO

Get into t he “ spirit” with a s how full o f t he Red, W hite, and Blue! F rom p atriotic t o
pop, t his s how rocks to a wide s election o f great m usic and will l eave y ou b eaming with A merican pride. S elections include S ummon the H eroes, S antorini, a
Beatles M edley, a nd many o ther f amiliar f avorites!

Shows: Noon & 3 p.m. o n Tuesday - Saturday

R unning time: 4 7 m inutes

ADMISSION
Adults: $6 per show • Children/Seniors: $5 per show
• Multi-show packages available
Children: 2-14 years • Seniors: 60 and over
For group reservations,
please contact Pat: 468-7231

SHOW SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!
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Sports

Ups and downs for Saints
By KEN TRAHAN
As members of
the media, we were
allowed to view an
“Organized Team
Activity” (OTA) in late May. That opportunity will come a few more times before
training camp begins in July.
In the process, there were several things
evident from the moments we were
allowed to watch. Additionally, there have
been developments that have led to both
positive and negative impressions.
The positives
Robert Meachem may be set to make a
move. The former first-round draft pick,
who did nothing in his rookie season
before showing glimpses of ability in his
second season, may be ready to realize his
potential and the promise the Saints saw in
him in drafting him in the first round. He
has shed 10 to 12 pounds, looks quicker
and has more confidence. He has drawn
the praise of Drew Brees and Sean Payton,
a sure sign that he has made strides.
Usama Young looks comfortable at safety. The former corner has the size and
speed to make an impact at his new position. The safety position involves having
instinct and recognition. Young has the
physical attributes. If he possesses any of
the mental qualities needed, the Saints
may have something here.
Malcolm Jenkins is intelligent and
moves well. The first-round pick missed
the full-squad OTA as he was still in
school. He made the rookie OTA weekend
and was impressive, on and off the field.
He moves well and has good size. He is
very well spoken.
Chip Vaughan is huge. The fourth-round
draft pick is the menacing type of safety
the Saints have not had for years. He certainly looks the part.
Dan Morgan was enthusiastic and flying
around the field. The veteran linebacker
can still move well. How much missing a
couple of years has affected his abilities
remains to be seen but it is clear that if he
can remain healthy, he will have a real
chance at earning a starting outside linebacker position. Of course, he is one shot
in the head from being finished. Cross
your fingers on this one.
Tracy Porter looks dynamite. The second-round pick of 2008 can flat our run
and has outstanding cover skills. It will be
intriguing to see how quickly he develops
in 2009.
Sedrick Ellis should become a prime
contributor in 2009. The first-round choice
in 2008 has had his path cleared with the
release of Brian Young and Hollis Thomas
and should blossom.
Pierre Thomas has added about 10 to 15
pounds in an effort to become a feature
back. Thomas is hoping that by bulking
up, he will be able to take the pounding
associated with getting 15 to 25 touches
per game.
Adrian Arrington has size and pretty
good speed. Last year’s training camp sensation dropped a few balls in the workout
we witnessed but it obvious why the Saints

like him. He has very good size, is a good
target and can run.
10. Carl Nicks, who emerged as a starter
in 2008, is poised to become a very good
guard in the NFL. Along with Jahri Evans,
he could be part of one of the league’s best
tandems.
Former LSU and Higgins star Skylar
Green lost some weight, looks cut physically and quicker. He will need every edge
he can get as he faces an uphill battle to
make the roster.
Gregg Williams has instilled a new attitude defensively. His players were flying
around and all employed the scoop and
carry method throughout workouts, picking up any ball that hit the ground and running with it. The Saints have lacked forcing turnovers for the past two years and
Williams is stressing forcing turnovers in
2009. He is being well received by players.
The negatives
Mark Brunell lacks mobility and his ball
fluttered quite a bit in the OTA workout.
He seems to have lost his fastball. He may
or may not be part of the roster in 2008.
Joey Harrington, who may be poised to
become the number two quarterback
behind Drew Brees, was tentative and a bit
inaccurate with his throws. Still, he has
physical ability and has played his career
with bad teams.
Jeremy Shockey skipped the OTAs and
then passed out by a pool at a Las Vegas
Hotel. So much for dedication and team
play.
Darren Sharper, who is being counted on
to provide leadership and a veteran presence at safety, missed OTAs.
Reggie Bush is at around 75 to 80 percent in recovering from his knee injury.
That is a bit disappointing but it illustrates
that Bush’s 2008 injury was worse than
originally thought.
Marques Colston is returning from knee
surgery as well. It is too early to be concerned at this stage.
Will Smith and Charles Grant lost their
court case in the StarCaps controversy and
will miss the first four games of the regular season. It is up to returning defensive
ends Bobby McCray and Jeff Charleston
to step up. The team has added veterans
Anthony Hargrove and Paul Spicer in a
concerted effort to offset the losses of
Smith and Grant. Rob Ninkovich is in the
mix as well.
The unknown
Thomas Morstead, the punter. The fifthround draft choice is big, towering over
others. He is said to have a very good leg,
based on the few balls we were able to see
him hit at the rookie OTAs. He had better
be good, based on what the team gave up
to get him.
Some national pundits have the Saints as
a potential NFC champion this year. That
is not far-fetched, given the static nature of
the NFL from year-to-year. Las Vegas has
the Saints in the 10 to 12 range among the
league’s team in rankings. They are listed
in the nine-win category. To be a real contender, it will take ten wins or more.★

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of
WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and is president and general manager of neworleans.com Sports. Trahan is the also the

general manager and chairman of the
board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum
in the Louisiana Superdome, and runs the
Life Resources Sports Ministry.
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36 years of scrapbook memories
By ED CLANCY
This past April 16 marked 36
years since I drove my ‘68
Volkswagen into the city of New
Orleans, ready to go to work in
radio. I recently came across a file folder I have kept
over the years containing items connected with celebrities who have passed through New Orleans, or were gracious enough to take the time to talk to me by phone on
the radio. So without further ado (I have never had any
idea what an “ado” is) I will ask you to sit back, relax
and travel with me through 36 years of time. I do need
you to believe me when I tell you I am literally going to
go through this memorial mess as I write this column.
There will be no arranging in chronological order, no
sorting, no sifting. I will simply relate to you a little
something about each piece of memorabilia as I come to
it. It’s a “live” show, folks.
Now, the first thing we have instantly makes a liar out
of me. It’s not from New Orleans, and not from the last
36 years. It’s a letter, dated July 7, 1970, from World War
II hero Audie Murphy.
Audie was the most decorated American soldier in the
big war. He was movie star handsome, apparently quite
brave, and had written the story of his life in a book
called To Hell and Back. He even starred in the movie,
which, until Jaws came along in 1975, was Universal’s
highest grossing motion picture. I didn’t save my letter to
him, but as I recall I had asked if he was interested in my
helping him write a follow-up book about his life since
“The War.” He wrote to tell me he was way ahead of me:
“David McClure, a long-time friend of mine, is compiling information for just such a story as you mentioned in
your letter. He has been working on this project for the
last 18 months. I do very much appreciate your interest
and wish you the best of luck in your endeavors.
Sincerely, (signed) Audie Murphy.”
Less than a year after I got that letter, Audie Murphy

was killed in a plane crash in Virginia. He’s buried in
Arlington National Cemetery, and the only other person
whose grave gets more visitors than his is John F.
Kennedy.
Let’s see what else I’ve got here. On the back of this
envelope it says, “From the office of Richard Nixon, 577
Chestnut Ridge Road, Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey
07675.”
Inside it says:
“May 22, 1990
Dear Mr. Clancy,
Thank you for writing to President Nixon. Because of
some temporary health problems...Mr. Nixon regrets he
is unable to accept your kind invitation to do an interview on your radio show (on WWL-AM).
Sincerely, Carmen Ballard, staff assistant to President
Nixon.”
Now, that takes me back to 1963 when I camped outside Nixon’s room at the Hotel Syracuse waiting for him
to come out. When he finally did I went up to him with
my tape recorder and walked him to the elevator, asking
him things like, “Are you going to run against JFK next
year?” He said he hadn’t made up his mind yet. Suddenly
we were at the elevator. He got in and asked me, “Are
you going up?” Stupidly, I said no, I was going down.
Then the doors closed and I realized I could have had
another five or ten minutes with him. Eleven years later,
he was going down and I was going up.
Here’s a memo sheet from WTIX radio that says, “To
Ed, Thanks. Ernie Banks. 5/31/84”
That’s Ernie Banks, Mr. Cub, Mr. “Let’s Play Two!”
He played his entire career with the Chicago Cubs, and
was MVP twice even though his team was nowhere near
contention. Generally regarded as the nicest man in baseball, he certainly was to me. He was in town that year to
play in an old timer’s game in the Superdome. A game
which featured Hank Aaron, Willie Mays, Bobby
Thompson and Joltin’ Joe DiMaggio. That’s the year my
wife took my picture with all those superstars. The pictures never came out because I had loaded the camera
incorrectly. But I still have the program, right here in my
file folder, a “genuine collector’s edition, program and

scorecard. $2.”
Digging further into the jumble I see a Xerox page
with the headline, “Ain’t That Weird? Brother Dave
Gardner.” And in the margin a handwritten “To Brother
Ed, Rejoice!! Brother Dave.”
That would be Brother Dave Gardner. Dave was a
comedian from Tennessee who was big in the late 50s
and early 60s. I first saw him on the Jack Paar “Tonight
Show.” He was a little strange, sort of an intellectual
Andy Griffith, (if Andy Griffith smoked marijuana). In
the middle of a comic routine, he would blurt out,
“Rejoice, Dear Hearts!” Or, “Ain’t that weird?” Those
phrases were his calling cards. His legacy to me is a
phrase I use on my kids, or on anyone who is being stubborn and won’t do the right thing. I just say to them
“Brother Dave!” They know that means I am referring to
Dave’s dictum: “Let those who say they don’t want any,
have memories of not gettin’ none.” He was a “Dear
Heart.” He came to New Orleans on a comeback in 1982
and he did an interview with me for WVUE TV Channel
8. Later that night I had the honor of introducing Dave on
stage at a private show at the Hyatt Regency. After the
show we went to dinner and spent most of the night
drinking in George Porgie’s. His note to me says, “Hope
to come back to New Orleans soon. Need to take you
with us. You are a great announcer and audience all in
one. (He made me laugh lots.) Rejoice! Brother Dave
Gardner.”
Just a little over a year later, Dave was dead of a massive heart attack. I don’t know what it is with me and
famous people. After I met the Duke of Windsor and
Judy Garland, they were both dead within two years.
Well, I see by the old clock on the wall we’re running
out of column inches and I haven’t even scratched the tip
of this iceberg of memories. That means only one thing.
You’ll have to stay tuned for “Scrapbook Memories Part
Two,” coming sometime soon to a Kenner Star near
you.★
Ed Clancy is host of “Jefferson Journal” seen each
week on Cox Cable channel 6 in Jefferson Parish.
Clancy can be reached via email at Edclancy2@aol.com.

★

Community

Want to recycle old newspapers?
St. Jerome’s can help you do that
Kenner residents who would like to recycle their
newspapers are flocking to St. Jerome’s Catholic
Church at 2402 23rd Street.
“We have a recycling bin in the rear area of our parking lot and we welcome all of those Kenner residents
who believe in recycling old newspapers,” said Clarissa
Merle, a staff member at the church.

We are a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
great difference in the care, service and value your
family receives. If you ever have a question or would
like more information feel free to call or stop by.

Merle said the money that St. Jerome’s earns from
recycling newspapers is devoted to youth programs.
“This is definitely a double plus,” said Merle.
“Recycling newspapers is a good deed to begin with
and helping provide programs for deserving young people is a wonderful thing.”★

Police funding
(continued from page 1)

and pray that we don’t get a hurricane this year? Do we
take the money from streets or drainage or recreation? Do
we call for a referendum on shifting two mills of property tax revenues to the KPD? And what do we do next year
if there is another shortfall, which is certainly possible?
We’re living through a tough time when the questions are
hard and the answers are even harder to come by.”
In the best of all worlds, some political, civic and
neighborhood consensus will emerge that will point the
city council in the direction that the majority of Kenner
citizens want to go. District 4 Councilwoman Maria

DeFrancesch makes a good point when she says, “We are
all in this together. Many of us are second, third or fourth
generation Kenner families. We have grown up with the
idea that this is a safe community where your children can
walk to the playground without fear and we adults can
walk our dogs at 10:00 or 11:00 p.m. without concern. No
one wants to lose that. It isn’t certain that we would lose
our safety if we had layoffs at the KPD, but I don’t know
anyone who thinks that’s a desirable response to this crisis. We all need to put our heads together on this one and
some prayers wouldn’t hurt either.”★

KENNER ST★R JUNE 2009

★

Home

Phase out of R-22 air conditioning
refrigerant explained

IEB

By DAN DORMADY
refrigerants should be trained in the installation and
service techniques required for use of that substitute
refrigerant.
Along with prohibiting the production of ozonedepleting refrigerants the Clean Air Act also mandates
the use of common sense in handling refrigerants. By
containing and using refrigerants responsibly – that is,
by recovering, recycling and reclaiming, and by reducing leaks – their ozone depletion and global warming
consequences are minimized. The Clean Air Act outlines specific refrigerant containment and management
practices for HVAC manufacturers, distributors, dealers
and technicians.
One important thing a homeowner can do for the
environment, regardless of the refrigerant used, is to
select a reputable dealer that employs service technicians who are EPA-certified to handle refrigerants.
Technicians often call this certification “Section 608
certification” referring to the part of the Clean Air Act
that requires minimizing releases of ozone-depleting
chemicals from HVAC equipment.
Another important thing a homeowner can do for the
environment is to purchase a highly energy-efficient
system. Energy-efficient systems result in cost savings
for the homeowner. Today’s best air conditioners use
much less energy to produce the same amount of cooling as air conditioners made in the mid-1970s. Even if
your air conditioner is only 10 years old, you may save
significantly on your cooling energy costs by replacing
it with a newer, more efficient model. Products with
EPA’s Energy Star® label can save homeowners 10 to
40 percent on their heating and cooling bills every year.
These products are made by most major manufacturers
and have the same features as standard products but also
incorporate energy saving technology. Both R-22 and
R-410A systems may have the Energy Star® label.
Equipment that displays the Energy Star® label must
have a minimum seasonal energy efficiency ratio
(SEER) and the higher the SEER rating the more efficient the equipment.
You should consider energy efficiency, along with
performance, reliability and cost, in making your decision. And don’t forget that when purchasing a new system you can also speed the transition away from ozonedepleting R-22 by choosing a system that uses ozonefriendly refrigerants.★

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector and the president of
Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and
commercial building inspection services. Dormady can
be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA
70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net.
Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.
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Window Screens Made & Installed
PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
Pool Enclosures
Carports
Insulated Rooms
Replacement
Windows
• Gutters
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Patio Covers
Glass Rooms
Room Additions
Screened Rooms
Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

504-467-6998
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The refrigerant used in most residential air conditioning systems today is R-22. R-22 has been identified by
the Environmental Protection Agency as needing to be
replaced with a more environmentally friendly refrigerant. Chemical manufacturers will be able to produce R22 for use in new air conditioning equipment until 2010
and they can continue production of R-22 until 2020 for
use in servicing that equipment.
Presently, the Clean Air Act does not allow any
refrigerant to be vented into the atmosphere during
installation, service or retirement of equipment.
Therefore, R-22 must be recovered and recycled (for
reuse in the same system), reclaimed (reprocessed to the
same purity levels as new R-22) or destroyed. After
2020, the servicing of R-22-based systems will rely on
recycled refrigerants. It is expected that reclamation and
recycling will ensure that existing supplies of R-22 will
last longer and be available to service a greater number
of systems. Given this schedule the transition away
from R-22 to the use of ozone-friendly refrigerants
should be smooth. For the next 15 years or more, R-22
should continue to be available for all systems that
require R-22 for servicing.
The price of R-22 may increase as supplies dwindle
over the next 15 to 20 years; however, the EPA believes
that consumers are not likely to be subjected to major
price increases within a short time period. Although
there is no guarantee that service costs of R-22 will not
increase, the lengthy phase-out period for R-22 means
that market conditions should not be greatly affected by
the volatility and resulting refrigerant price hikes that
have characterized the phase out of R-12, the refrigerant used in automotive air-conditioning systems.
As R-22 is gradually phased out, non-ozone-depleting alternative refrigerants are being introduced. Under
the Clean Air Act, EPA reviews alternatives to ozonedepleting substances like R-22 in order to evaluate their
effects on human health and the environment. The EPA
will continue to review new non-ozone-depleting
refrigerants as they are developed.
Existing units using R-22 can continue to be serviced
with R-22. There is no EPA requirement to change or
convert R-22 units for use with a non-ozone-depleting
substitute refrigerant. In addition, the new substitute
refrigerants cannot be used without making some
changes to system components. As a result, service
technicians who repair leaks to the system will continue to charge R-22 into the system as part of that repair.
The transition away from ozone-depleting R-22 to
systems that rely on replacement refrigerants like R410A has required redesign of heat pump and air conditioning systems. New systems incorporate compressors
and other components specifically designed for use
with specific replacement refrigerants. With these significant product and production process changes, testing and training must also change. Consumers should
be aware that dealers of systems that use substitute
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SABELLA’S
PLUMBING
SMALL JOBS
Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters
•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

Ochsner Home Health
Was recently rated in the top 25% of home health agencies
nationally for excellence in quality patient care.
Is also ranked number 1 in the state and number 13
in the country for their re-hospitalization rates.
Is accredited by The Joint Commission.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE

KENNER ST★R

Has recently moved to the Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
building and provides nurses, physical, occupational
and speechtherapists as well as social workers
and aides covering a 50 mile radius.
Is bringing Ochsner’s Excellence HOME.
200 West Esplanade Avenue
Suite 601
Kenner, LA 70065
842-5585
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Real Estate

Five tips to help you
sell your home fast
By LINDA R. MARTIN
There is no question that, in many parts
of the country, houses are currently on the
market longer. As a seller, this slow-down
means there is more competition for a limited pool of potential buyers. Consider the
following five tips listed below to place
your home on the fast track to sale.

CHILDREN’S CASTLE • CANNES BRULEE NATIVE AMERICAN MUSEUM
MARDI GRAS MUSEUM • SCIENCE CENTER • HERITAGE PARK
PLANETARIUM AND MEGADOME CINEMA • THE TRAIN MUSEUM

MUSEUM HOURS: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday - Saturday

Children’s Castle

501 Williams Blvd. • 468-7231
All performances are on Saturdays at 11:30 a.m.

Kick Off Summer Fun!
June 6 – IRWIN ROYES
The World’s Smallest Magician
“SUMMER MAGIC”

Price it right
The first 30 days are the most critical. If
your home is priced too high, interested
buyers may never even tour your listing.
The longer the property is on the market,
the fewer the prospects.
Deciding the value of a home isn’t an
exact science. Yet, there is data to help you
to determine a fair asking price that is right
on target. You may want to hire a real estate
appraiser for an objective, unbiased estimate. Then consult with a real estate professional who can help you determine true
market value based on a comparable market
analysis, which will include recent home
sale transactions as well as homes currently
on the market. From your analysis, you may
want to price your home conservatively to
give it a competitive edge.

June 13 – DWAINO THE CLOWN
A little bit of magic plus balloon
characters for all the kids.

June 20 – GLEN GHIRARDI
Magical Entertainer
presents
“LOTS OF MAGIC”
plus a treat to honor fathers
all Dads $1 off Castle admission

June 27 – STORYTELLER
FRANK LEVY
featuring his Instant Theatre production
“PETER PAN”

•

Cannes Brûlée Native American Museum
415 Williams Blvd. • 468-7231
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday-Saturday
June 13 – Tom Colvin
Bayou Lacombe Choctaw split river cane basketry
Discover how Tom weaves an intricate basket using split and dyed
river cane. Tom learned to weave baskets in the Bayou Lacombe
Choctaw style by the late Sanville and Mathilde Johnson, who
were the last two surviving Bayou Lacombe Choctaw basket weavers.
Today Tom is returning this stitch to the Choctaw people by
teaching members of the Jena Choctaw Band to weave. Tom’s
beautiful creations are available for sale.

June 27 – Bryant and Melanie Billiot
Wood-carved figures and clay pottery
Watch Bryant, a member of the United Houma Nation, carve cypress
into animals and statuettes. Bryant’s creations illustrate figures from
Indian stories that have been passed down for generations. While
Bryant carves, his mother Melanie will sculpt pottery from earthen
clay. Indians of long ago created pots for cooking and serving food.
Bryant’s carvings, made into necklaces, talking sticks, walking sticks
and statuettes, are available for sale.

Schedule subject to change without notice.

www.rivertownkenner.com

Make your home irresistible
Unless they are looking for a fixer-upper,
most homebuyers are more likely to make a
bid on a home that they can enjoy immediately. Therefore, you need to create an environment the buyer can’t resist. In other
words, do everything you can to make the
home so attractive, charming, cozy, inviting, comfortable and exciting that a buyer
will want to buy that lifestyle for himself.
Evaluate the home from a buyer’s point
of view. An experienced real estate professional will be able to offer an objective
view and will also know what buyers are
asking for. Get your home in tip-top shape
by making repairs and cosmetic improvements, and removing clutter. This may
mean investing in a few upgrades to modernize your home’s look such as installing
newer carpet and light fixtures and painting
the walls a neutral shade.

Create traffic
If you want buyers to see your home, you
must first find the buyers. Work with your
real estate professional to design a marketing plan that is flexible and capitalizes on
your property’s most desirable features.
Your strategy should include ways to reach
buyers online and offline – such as word-ofmouth, the Internet, yard signs, direct mail,
open houses and so on.
Go with a professional
Selling a home is more than just putting a
sign in your yard and having a listing on the
Internet. And in a competitive market, you
don’t really want to take the chance of making novice mistakes that can slow the selling of your home. By hiring a real estate
professional, you get the benefit of an experienced marketer and negotiator who is
familiar with real estate issues in your community. A real estate professional can offer
worthy advice on pricing and staging your
home based on their vast experience.
Plus, there’s the added value of the peerto-peer networking among real estate professionals, which can bring buyers and sellers together – sometimes even before the
property goes on the market.
Offer incentives
Offering incentives can be just the impetus a potential buyer needs to select your
property over others. You may want to consider offering a carpet or paint allowance.
Or, pay for a professional home inspection
or a home warranty – and, depending on
your market and budget, offer to pay some
of the closing costs.
Don’t be discouraged if there are competing homes for sale in your neighborhood.
With just a few smart moves, you can turn a
buyers’ market in your favor.★
Linda R. Martin can be reached at 4436464. Prudential Gardner Realtors is an
independently owned and operated member
of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc., a
Prudential Financial company. Visit the
Prudential website at www.prudentialgardner.com.

Augillard
(continued from page 1)

The city council members unanimously
appointed Augillard to fill Johnson’s vacancy until a special election can be held in
October. Augillard’s appointment by the
council must be certified by the state before
she can take the oath of office and assume
the seat. Augillard acknowledged that she
will not be a candidate in the special election.
Mayor Muniz called the election for
October 17, 2009.
Augillard is a registered Democrat. She
graduated in 1971 with a bachelor of arts
degree in education from Xavier University

of Louisiana. She was a teacher in the
Jefferson Parish public schools for 33 years
before her retirement. She taught at
Greenlawn Terrace Elementary and Phoebe
Hearst Elementary Schools.
Augillard is a member of the Kenner
Housing Authority and a former member of
the Kenner Civil Service Board and the
Kenner Board of Zoning Adjustments.
Augillard has lived in Kenner the past 38
years and is married to Maurice Augillard.
They have one daughter, Natsasha, and
three grandchildren, Joshua, Bailey and
Brooke and son-in-law, Andre.★
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Hurricane preparedness
at Armstrong Airport
By SEAN C. HUNTER
DIRECTOR OF AVAITION, LOUIS ARMSTRONG
NEW ORLEANS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
June 1 is the declared first day of the
2009 hurricane season. The department of
atmospheric science at Colorado State
University has announced their prediction
for this year’s storm season to be an
“average” probability of United States
major hurricane landfall. Their study
results can be viewed on the Internet at
http://hurricane.atmos.colostate.edu/For
ecasts. Regardless of the prediction, the
key is always to be prepared for the season. I encourage you to review your preparedness plan and get the items you
deem necessary, before a storm is imminent. A tremendous tool to help you
develop your plan is also on the web. It is
the Louisiana Homeland Security and
Emergency Preparedness Hurricane and
Tropical Weather Index. This website is a
wealth of information and can be seen at
http://www.ohsep.louisiana.gov/hurricanerelated/hurricaneindex.htm. It covers
everything from storm names to evacuation routes, in the event you should have
to leave the area due to an impending
storm or another type of disaster.
Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport prepares for many
types of emergencies, including tropical
storms and hurricanes. We participate in
preparedness exercises and training for all
types of disasters every year. As always,
the number one goal of our airport is safety for our passengers, our neighbors and
staff.
The airport’s hurricane readiness plan
includes coordination with local, state and
federal governmental officials, airlines,
tenants and vendors who operate at the
airport. In the event of a severe storm category, law enforcement will be deployed
to the airport to ensure a secure environment and access to the airport facilities at
the height of the storm will be restricted.
If a tropical storm or hurricane is
approaching the New Orleans metro area
and river parishes, the airport will remain
open to the flying public for as long as
flights continue to operate. While the time
that airlines cease flight operations may
vary, the last flight normally departs
approximately 12 hours before tropical
storm force winds hit the Louisiana coast.

If you plan on traveling by air out of the
region due to an impending storm, plan
early. If you are traveling with pets, check
with your air carrier prior to coming to the
airport. Please be aware that not all of the
airlines allow pets and there are federal
limits as to the number of pets allowed on
each flight.
If you are traveling on a scheduled
flight when a hurricane is approaching,
please carry with you some form of flight
confirmation and personal identification.
The flight confirmation can be an “email”
flight confirmation, boarding pass or ticket receipt. If you do not have the necessary documentation, it may delay your
entrance to the airport terminal. Also, for
the latest information regarding your
scheduled flight, refer to your airlines’
website, reservations number or the airport’s website at www.flymsy.com. The
latest information about the status of the
airport may be found at the airport website as well.
Those who plan to participate in city or
parish assisted evacuations should follow
the directions of their city or parish and
proceed to those designated pickup locations. It should also be noted that the airport is not a shelter and no passengers or
residents will be allowed to ride out a
storm at the airport. Should the call for
evacuation come this season, please monitor your radio and/or television and follow the instructions given. It could save
your life and the life of your loved ones.
We hope we have a hurricane-free season, but in the event a storm does pass our
way it is imperative that we be prepared
to respond in a fashion that keeps us out
of harm’s way. If you have not made
evacuation plans for this year, do so
immediately. As always, working together
we will insure each other’s safety during
times of crisis.★
Sean Hunter can be reached at
www.flymsy.com. Check your local listings for the air time of the Armstrong
International Airport 30 minute television
program, “Airport Alive” or view it on
the airport website by clicking on the
“Airport Alive” link on the homepage.

Tree City U.S.A.
(continued from page 1)

Rosenow said trees are a vital component in the infrastructure of cities and
towns, providing environmental and economical benefits. Trees in urban areas
reduce the radiant heat island effect
caused by pavement and buildings.
He said properly placed trees can
increase property values. Leaves filter
the air we breathe by removing dust and

other particles. Trees also help reduce
the effects of strong winds during
storms.
The Tree City U.S.A. program is sponsored in cooperation with the National
Association of State Foresters and the
U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest
Service. Kenner originally received the
designation on December 7, 2007. ★
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Knee osteoarthritis, a common cause of knee pain
By THOMAS R. LYONS, M.D.
occur as OA becomes severe. Patients may
complain of mechanical symptoms such as
catching or locking in the knee. Physical
examination should include an evaluation of
limb alignment, range of motion, swelling,
crepitus, tenderness and stability.
Radiographs (x-rays) including weightbearing views with the knee flexed are
important in making the diagnosis of knee
OA. Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) is
helpful in patients showing minimal radiographic changes with findings suggestive
of a meniscus or focal cartilage abnormality.
Treatment of knee OA includes surgical
and nonsurgical options. Modification of
lifestyle such as avoidance of high impact
activities and weight loss can decrease
symptoms of knee OA. Physical therapy
including muscular strengthening, flexibility and modalities can be helpful. Patients

Knee osteoarthritis (OA) or degenerative arthritis is a
very common musculoskeletal condition. Primary OA, more
common than secondary OA, is a result of
biologic changes in cartilage followed by
cartilage breakdown due to mechanical
forces. Primary OA is a gradual wear-andtear condition that becomes more common
with advancing age. Secondary OA can
occur at a younger age and is usually a
result of significant trauma or injury.
Diagnosis of knee OA is made by a careful history, physical examination and radiographs. Important factors in history
include activity level, previous injuries and
prior treatment, including any previous surgery. Patients usually report activity-related
pain that may be sensitive to changes in
barometric pressure. Knee pain at rest can

with OA involving primarily one knee compartment may benefit from use of an
unloader brace which functions by unloading the arthritic compartment. Use of acetaminophen or nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory medication is useful in reducing symptoms of knee OA. Glucosamine and chondroitan sulfate are protective agents that can
decrease cartilage degeneration although
recent studies have not shown conclusive
evidence of benefit to patients with knee
OA. Intra-articular steroid injections are
helpful in alleviating inflammation for a
few days to several months.
Viscosupplement injections for knee OA
have been used successfully for over a
decade. Depending on severity of OA, these
injections can relieve symptoms of knee OA
for up to six to eight months. Arthroscopy
can be beneficial in certain patients with
knee OA and symptomatic meniscus tears

and cartilage flap tears. Osteotomy is a
realignment procedure that is used to unload
the arthritic knee compartment in younger,
more active patients. Unicompartmental or
total knee replacement is definitive treatment for severe knee OA. In order to diagnose and learn about treatment options for
knee OA, an evaluation by an orthopedic
surgeon is recommended.★
Thomas R. Lyons M.D. is a board certified orthopedic surgeon practicing at the
Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine
located at 671 West Esplanade Avenue in
Kenner and in Metairie at 4921 Airline
Drive. The Orthopedic Center is a multispecialty center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in
shoulder and knee care. For additional
information call 467-5900.

Government
★
It’s time to prepare for hurricane season by signing up for alerts and re-entry
so. There is no charge for this service. Citizens
can choose to be alerted via emails and/or
through text messages on their cell phones,
alphanumeric pagers and Blackberry-type
devices.
Registering is easy online by going to
http://jeffersonparishla.mystateusa.com and

May 25 through May 29 was “Hurricane
Preparedness Week” in Jefferson Parish.
Citizens and businesses were encouraged to
begin their preparations for the 2009 hurricane
season.
Parish citizens are encouraged to sign up for
emergency alerts if they have not already done

K
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Rotary Club of New
Orleans International Airport 12:00
Noon @ Treasure Chest Casino
Glass Room(For info. Charles
Bryan 468-5413)

7
Pontchartrain Center:
LA United Methodist
Annual Conference
7:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m.
(For info. 465-9985)

Happy Father’s Day

21
Pontchartrain Center:
Great Southern Gun & Knife Show
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Adults/$8.00 Ages 6-11/$2.00
Ages 5 & Under/Free
(For info. 465-9985)

28
Pontchartrain Center:
AAU Girls Basketball
8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
Adults/$12.00 Adult Pass/$45.00
Ages 3-9/$8.00
Ages 3-9 Pass/$35.00
(For info. 465-9985)

3

Zoning Adjustment Meeting
in The Council Chamber for 6:00 p.m.

University Park Lions Club Meeting at
Kenner City Park Pavillion Corner of
Vintage & Loyola for 7:15 p.m.
(For info. 466-2033)

Rotary Club of New
Orleans International Airport
12:00 Noon @ Treasure
Chest Casino Glass Room
(For info. Charles Bryan 468-5413)

“Bottom Line Luncheon”
Piccadilly Cafeteria 12:00 Noon
(For info. Barry Haindel 450-8198)

Pontchartrain Center:
LA United Methodist Annual
Conference-6:45 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
(For info. 465-9985)

15

Rotary Club of New
Orleans International
Airport 12:00 Noon
@ Treasure Chest Casino Glass
Room(For info. Charles Bryan
468-5413)
KPRD Teen Camp for Boys,
Adult Art with Acrylics & Adult
Tennis League Begins
(For info. 468-7268)
Rotary Club of
New Orleans
International Airport
12:00 Noon
@ Treasure Chest
Casino Glass Room
(For info. Charles Bryan 468-5413)

22

Pontchartrain Center:
LA United Methodist Annual Conference(Hall E)
6:45 a.m-4:00 p.m.&
Entertainment Soccer Match(Hall A)
Honduras vs. El Salvador 8:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m.
Admission/$20.00(For info. 465-9985)

KPBA Meeting & Luncheon
Messina’s Restaurant
(For info. & Reservations
962-3930)

16

Kenner Lions Club Meeting for
7:00 p.m.at 2001 18th St.
(For info. & Reservations
464-1511)
KPRD Paint For Fun class
Begins(For info. 468-7268)

23
KPRD Musical Theatre
class Begins
(For info. 468-7268)

KPRD Baton, Modeling Workshop
& Red Hot Robots Science Camp
Begins(For info. 468-7268)
Rotary Club of New Orleans
International Airport 12:00 Noon
@ Treasure Chest Casino Glass
Room(For info. Charles Bryan
468-5413)

29

Pontchartrain Center:
AAU Girls Basketball
8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
Adults/$12.00 Adult Pass/$45.00
Ages 3-9/$8.00
Ages 3-9 Pass/$35.00
(For info. 465-9985)

10

Kenner Central Lions Club Meeting for
8:00 p.m.@ 2114 Kenner Ave.
(For info. John Maher 466-8730)

Pontchartrain Center:
LA United Methodist
Annual Conference
6:45 a.m.-Noon
(For info. 465-9985)

KPRD Artworks and Ceramics Begins
(For info. 468-7268)

14

For more information call Leisure Service - 468-7268 or 468-7284
or visit City of Kenner Website: www.kenner.la.us
“Bottom Line Luncheon”
Piccadilly Cafeteria12:00 Noon
(For info. Barry Haindel 450-8198)

9

17
“Bottom Line Luncheon”

30

4
City of Kenner Council Meeting
in the Council Chamber of City Hall
for 5:00 p.m.
Kenner Rotary Meeting @Trauth’s
(For info. 464-7276)
Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner Radisson
Hotel @ Williams & Vets. 7:00 a.m.
(For info. 469-5352)

5
Music in the Park in
Rivertown’s Heritage Park
presents Topcats at 6:30 p.m.
Admission is FREE
(For info. 468-7293)

11
Kenner Rotary Meeting @Trauth’s
Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner Radisson
Hotel @ Williams & Vets. 7:00 a.m.
(For info. 469-5352)
KPRD Tennis classes for Adults &
Children Begins(For info. 468-7268)
City of Kenner Council Meeting
in The Council Chamber
of City Hall for 5:00 p.m.

18

University Park Lions Club Meeting
at Kenner City Park Pavillion Corner
of Vintage & Loyola for 7:15 p.m.
(For info. 466-2033)

Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner
Radisson Hotel @ Williams & Vets.
7:00 a.m.(For info. 469-5352)

12

“Bottom Line Luncheon” Piccadilly Cafeteria
12:00 Noon(For info. Barry Haindel 450-8198)
Kenner Central Lions Club Meeting for
8:00 p.m. @ 2114 Kenner Ave
(For info. John Maher 466-8730)

Kenner Rotary
Meeting @ Trauth’s
(For info. 464-7276)

25

Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner
Radisson Hotel @ Williams &
Vets.7:00 a.m.
(For info. 469-5352)

Children’s Castle:
Dwaino the Clown presents
A Little bit of Magic plus Balloon
Characters for Kids
(For info. 468-7231)

13

Kenner Parks and Recreation
Dance Revue
Admission by ticket only
Cannes Brulee Native American Village:
(For info. call 468-7268 or
Tom Colvin from Bayou Lacombe
468-7284)
Choctaw presents Split River
Cane Basketry(For info. 468-7231)

Children’s Castle ...................... 468-7231
City Park Pavillion .................... 468-6638
Civil Service ............................. 468-7219
Clerk of Court ........................... 468-7277
Code Enforcement ................... 468-6607
Community Development ........ 468-7588
Community Services ................ 468-7293

Council Office ........................... 468-7245
Cultural/Theatre ....................... 468-7221
Food Bank ............................... 468-7220
Freeport Science Center .......... 468-7231
Finance .................................... 468-4052
Fine Art Gallery ........................ 468-7231
Handicap Services ................... 468-7204
Humane Department ............... 468-7503

19
KPRD Children’s Ballroom
Dancing class Begins
(For info. 468-7268)

KPRD Vacation Close to Home Class
(For info. 468-7268)
Children’s Castle:Glen Ghirardi
presents “Lots of Magic”
$1.00 Off Dad’s Admission
(For info. 468-7231)

20

Insurance Department ............. 468-7233
Leisure Services ...................... 468-7268
Louisiana Wildlife Museum ...... 468-7231
Mardi Gras Museum ................ 468-7231
Mayor’s Office .......................... 468-7240

Pontchartrain Center: Great Southern
Gun & Knife Show-9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Adults/$8.00 Ages 6-11/$2.00
Ages 5 & Under/Free
(For info. 465-9985)

Museum Welcome Center ....... 468-7231
Museum Administration ........... 468-7231
Native American Village ........... 468-7231
Personnel Department ............. 468-7207

KPRD Watercolor & Paint For Fun class
Begins(For info. 468-7268)

24

Children’s Castle:
Irwin Royes, The World’s
Smallest Magician presents
“Summer Magic”
(For info. 468-7231)

Brake Tag ................................. 468-4075

Complaints ............................... 468-4040

(For info. 464-7276)

Kenner Rotary Meeting @Trauth’s
(For info. 464-7276)

Planning & Zoning Meeting in the Council
Chamber of City Hall for 6:00 p.m.

6

CITY HALL ............................... 468-7200

Council on Aging ...................... 468-7513

Piccadilly Cafeteria
12:00 Noon(For info. Barry
Haindel 450-8198)

KPRD Drama for Kids, Hip Hop for Kids &
Teens & Going Green Simplified Begins
(For info. 468-7268)

Pontchartrain Center:
AAU Girls Basketball
8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
Adults/$12.00 Adult Pass/$45.00
Ages 3-9/$8.00
Ages 3-9 Pass/$35.00
(For info. 465-9985)

Jefferson Parish will implement its “Evacuation
Re-Entry.” This re-entry placard will be required
for access to the disaster area during the re-entry
process. You can view the entire plan at www.jeffersonparish.net, click on “Business Re-Entry
Plan” to see if your business qualifies, then apply
at www.jumpstartjefferson.com.★

June 2009

KPRD Day Camp & Kinder Camp
Begins(For info. 468-7268)

8

clicking on the “Sign up Here for Alerts” box.
Citizens who do not have access to the Internet
can enroll by calling the Jefferson Parish
Department of Citizens Affairs at 736-6000.
The parish encourages businesses to apply for
post-disaster business re-entry placards. In the
event that a full-scale re-entry is not feasible,

KPRD Parent & Child Fruit Fun Bouquet
One Day Workshop(For info. 468-7268)

26
Pontchartrain Center:
AAU Girls Basketball Registration
8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
Opening Ceremony, 6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
(For info. 465-9985)

Children’s Castle:Storyteller Frank Levy
presents “Peter Pan”
(For info. 468-7231)

27

Cannes Brulee Native American Village:
Bryant and Melanie Billiot from United Houma
Nation present Wood Carved Figures and Clay
Pottery(For info. 468-7231)
Pontchartrain Center:AAU Girls Basketball
8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
Adults/$12.00 Adult Pass/$45.00
Ages 3-9/$8.00 Ages 3-9 Pass/$35.00
(For info. 465-9985)

KPRD DAY CAMP BEGINS JUNE 1, 2009-AGES 5-11 AT BUTCH DUHE GYM-REGISTRATION FEE-$25.00
Session 1-3: Kenner Residents $130.00 Non-Kenner Residents $140.00
Session 4: Kenner Residents $75.00 Non-Kenner Residents $85.00
Session 5: Kenner Residents $115.00 Non-Kenner Residents $125.00
Before Care: $4.00 a Week-After Care: $8.00 a Week
Price includes: Field trip, art and crafts, swimming, games and much more!
(For more info. 468-7268)

Planning Department ............... 468-7280
Police Department ................... 712-2200
Pontchartrain Center ................ 465-9985
Public Works Department ........ 468-7515
Purchasing Department ........... 468-7261
Recreation Department ............ 468-7211
Saints Hall of Fame Museum ... 468-7231
Science Complex ..................... 468-7231
Space Station Kenner .............. 468-7231
Times Picayune ....................... 467-1726
Toy Train Museum ................... 468-7231
Traffic & Engineering ............... 468-4007
Wastewater Operations ........... 468-7292

For FIRE 467-2211
Police and Emergencies
Dial 911 or 712-2222
Red Cross 833-8565
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Summer fun at the Pontchartrain Center
By SHARON SOLOMON
Looking for an
action-packed way
to spend a week?
Love basketball?
Then we’ve got a great event at the
Pontchartrain Center for you to attend this
summer. It’s the Amateur Athletic Union
girls basketball 11 and under national
championship tournament.
Exciting and really, really good basketball will be played during the week of June
27 through July 1, 2009. Top girl’s teams

from all over the United States, along with
their families and coaches, come here for
one thing – to play a lot of basketball with
hopes of winning the national championship.
I promise that if you come to the
Pontchartrain Center during that week and
buy tickets to attend the games (especially
the sweet 16, the elite eight, final four and
championship games), you will be amazed
at the amount of talent and enthusiasm you
see. At the national level the excitement the

girls and families bring is very special and
a lot of fun to watch.
Parents, please bring your kids to let
them see what is going on and you will
experience a day of exciting entertainment
and a safe way to spend summer time.
Adults who love basketball will really
enjoy the passion these girls have for the
game.
Daily ticket prices are $12 for adults and
$8 for youth, ages three through nine. If
you are interested in watching games

everyday, an adult pass for the whole tournament is $45 for adults and $35 for
youths.
Please call 464-9494 if you have any
questions.★

tions in Kenner. We are working very hard
to try to come up with an answer to the
need for additional funds for the police
department, but – in the middle of a recession that is impacting sales taxes and casino revenues – that isn’t easy.”
District 4 Councilwoman Maria
DeFrancesch said she will vote for whatever consensus budgeting measure is
agreed upon by a majority of the council
to reinstate the funds needed to keep the
police department at its current level.
“One of the things that has made
Kenner so successful as a city is our community’s commitment to an excellent
police department that is well-paid, welltrained, well-equipped and has sufficient
numbers to assure that crime is not a
threat to the well-being of our city,” said
Councilwoman DeFrancesch. “That’s my
standing commitment to the community.”
The police department is funded by a
formula agreed upon in the 1990s that
includes a percentage of the city’s sales
tax revenues, a percentage of the revenues
generated by the Treasure Chest and a percentage of the fines collected by the city’s
municipal court. During the 1990s, when
Kenner’s sales tax revenues increased
each year as did revenues from the

Treasure Chest, the argument was over
whether the police department was overfunded.
This year, shortfalls in sales tax and
Treasure Chest revenues have caused a
drop of nearly $4 million in the city’s
overall operating budget and the formula
used to fund the police department has
dropped from $14.8 million last year to
$13.9 million this year.
“In the longer term, it is clear that the
formula used to fund the police department has become obsolete and needs to be
revamped,” said DeFrancesch. “But first
things first. We’ve got to come up with

monies sufficient to keep our police
department at its current level.”
“Since my first day in office I have
made it known that a change in the funding formula for our police force has
become imperative in today’s world and I
will work with my colleagues to help
accomplish that,” said Zahn.
At present, including civilian employees, the Kenner Police Department has a
payroll of 222, including 145 police officers. Chief Caraway noted that if he is
forced to slash 17 jobs it would be a cut of
close to 12 percent of the city’s police
officers.★

Sharon Solomon is the marketing director for the Kenner Convention and Visitors
Bureau, located at 2100 Third Street in
Rivertown. Sharon Solomon can be
reached at 464-9494, via email at kennercvb@aol.com or at www.kennercvb.com.

Budgeting crisis
(continued from page 1)

currently only about one million dollars in
cash, and a Katrina or Gustav-type hurricane hit Kenner in 2009, the city will find
itself without funds for an emergency and
the city would be in serious financial trouble.
“We would be then and are now at the
mercy of FEMA, which everyone knows
has often been difficult to deal with and
unreliable. In fact, the city is still waiting
reimbursement from FEMA for $2 million
for Katrina now almost four years ago and
another almost $2 million from Gustav.
This is money owed to the city, it’s not in
the bank, so we can’t spend it. It’s impossible to commit monies we don’t have.
Trying to fund the police shortfall from
what little surplus money we have on hand
now would be irresponsible. I heartily
agree we need the police department
shortfall funded, but we have to find
another way than jeopardizing the city’s
minimal emergency monies, which is not
currently enough to handle another major
hurricane,” said Muniz.
Councilwoman-at Large Jeannie Black
said, “This is a catch-22 with no good or
easy answers,” she said. “All of us on the
Council are well aware of the quality of
life implications of losing 17 police posi-

Band comes out of their shell at the Turtle Lounge

DON’T THINK DIGGING IN
THE DIRT IS RIGHT FOR YOU?
LET US AT

LYNNE DIMM’S NURSERY, LLC
give your house a face lift.
Renovate your curb appeal using, colorful flowers, leafy green trees,
natural mulches and sweet smelling shrubs.

Call Lynne at 468-5467 today!
34 years experience – licensed & insured
We do weeding, trimming and colorful bedding plants.
27 West 27th Street • Kenner, LA
HOURS: M-F 8-3 • SAT 9-12 • SUN By Appt.

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

• Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast
Local Kenner band, Bad Etiquette, came out of their shell at the
Turtle Lounge performing for the first time in public in May.
Band members David Waguespack, Sammy Sabella, Jr. and
Danny Sabella played five original songs during “open mic” night
at the club.

Thursday, June 25 at 7:00 a.m. at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd.
THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member.
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Latin American News

New Orleans Hispano-America dance group performs locally
By RAFAEL E. SADDY
In the fall of
2007 a group of
young adults under
the direction of Clarissa Guzman formed
N.O.H.A., New Orleans HispanoAmerica, the only Honduran folklore
dance group in the New Orleans metropolitan area. Although the group performs
dances to mostly Honduran folkloric
music, they also perform to music from all
over Latin America and Mexico.
N.O.H.A.’s roots stretch back to before
Hurricane Katrina when, through the tire-

less efforts of Luis Mejia and Oscar Avila,
several groups of young people performed
throughout the New Orleans metropolitan
area. Since Hurricane Katrina the group
has experienced many changes. During
the group’s reformation, St. Jerome’s
Catholic Church in Kenner allowed
N.O.H.A. members to practice in their
facilities, thus becoming the group’s new
headquarters.
N.O.H.A.’s members are volunteers
who pay no dues, and the group is open to
all nationalities. For financial support the
group relies on donations from individuals

Edward Nikolaus, Jr.
Owner

Over 25 Years Experience • Works With Any Insurance Company • Lifetime Warranty

WORLD CLASS COLLISION AND DETAIL CENTER
2835 Virginia Street • Kenner • 467-7775

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS IN KENNER
Drive T
Now Ophernu

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444

d for
Call Ahea ders!
To Go Or

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819

Try one of our
healthy salads!

Southwestern Chicken Salad - 8.95
Grilled chicken, corn, salsa, balck beans, cheddar jack cheese, cucumbers,
tomatoes, & tortilla strips. Served with Southwest ranch dressing.
Smoked Turkey Salad - 8.50
Smoked turkey, baby swiss, chopped walnuts and sliced apple.
Cobb Salad - 9.25
Rows of grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, carrots, boiled egg,
cheddar jack cheese, bacon and smoked turkey.
Grilled Chicken Spinach Salad -8.25
Fresh spinach, grilled chicken, feta cheese, black olives, tomatoes and cucumbers.
Chef Salad - 9.25
Grilled chicken, smoked ham, cheddar jack cheese, boiled egg, fresh tomatoes,
bacon and alfalfa sprouts.
All salads served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers and your choice of dressing.
Rasberry Walnut, Caesar, Lite Ranch, Honey Mustard, Fat Free Italian, Hot Bacon,
Blue Cheese, Balsmic Basil Vinaigrette. Extra dressing .50.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

and organizations and income from performing at events. N.O.H.A’s focus is to
share the rich Hispanic culture with others, believing that music has no language
barriers. The group plans to expand
beyond the Hispanic community by reaching and entertaining all different types of
ethnic groups with the hope of performing
in other parts of the state as well as continuing to perform locally.
For more information, or if you would
like to become a member of this elite
dance team, call 648-7768.
Community announcements and events
Asociación Nicaragüense de Louisiana
(ANDELA): June 12, general meeting and
planning of Tope de Santo Domingo. For
information call 466-1483 or 464-4619.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center:
4312 Florida Avenue. Numerous events
are being offered such as The Pro Bono
Project on June 13, a refinance workshop
seminar on June 16 and many other programs, including a home buyer’s training
program. For information call 469-2571.
Latin American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL): June 19, general
meeting and planning for Hispanic heritage month. For information call 464-

4619. For the 2010 census the U. S Census
Bureau has employment opportunities for
census takers, crew leaders, crew leader
assistants and recruiting assistors.
Bilinguals are welcome. For more information call 1-866-861-2010 and press
option 2 for instructions in Spanish.
The Latino Forum: June 12, from 9:00
a.m. until 10:30 a.m. at 2605 River Road,
a general meeting and presentation by the
census department and others. For information call 273-5561.
LatiNOLA: June 13 from 11 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. in Lakeside Mall located at 3301
Veterans Boulevard. Free music and entertainment are offered while community
organizations are showcased, educational
information is provided and a health fair is
held. For information call 821-7228.
I leave you with this thought: “In total
darkness we are all the same, only our
knowledge separates us. Don’t let your
eyes deceive you!”★
Rafael E. Saddy is president of the Latin
American Civic Association of Louisiana
(LACAL).
Email
Saddy
at
lacal1234@bellsouth.net.
Correspondence for LACAL can be sent to
P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

The Esplanade mall
(continued from page 1)

on with the project and is very optimistic
that it will be successful.”
“With the help of many, including
Councilwoman DeFrancesch, Mayor Muniz
and my invaluable staff, we look forward to
May of 2010 when Kenner will have a
much needed and long awaited theatre,”
said Solomon.
At the same time, Councilwoman
DeFrancesch said, the Chateau Village
rebuilding may be in trouble. “While the
demolition of the old facilities has been
completed, the new construction is not

beginning in a timely fashion. When a
developer does not move forward expeditiously, it raises a red flag.”
DeFrancesch said she’ll be meeting with
city officials to ensure the existing property
is secured and maintained. Kailas could not
be reached for comment.
DeFrancesch said, “We have promised
the Chateau community a first-class mall
and we’ll stick to that. The developer will
be required to meet our standards and the
city and the community will not settle for
less.”★

Hurricane season
(continued from page 1)

prepare for possible emergencies.
“It’s part of a national network created by
the federal government called the National
Incident Management System,” said
Lafourcade. “Not only does it provide good
training for local officials but it also enables
us to know one another as well as our counterparts in the state and federal emergency
service networks.”
Lafourcade said that in 2009, unlike 2005,
the city has its food providers, generator
providers, debris removers, contractors and
sub-contractors all lined up in the event of a
hurricane. “We know who they are and they
know what they’ll be doing,” he said. “The
costs have been worked out in advance.”
Equally important, Lafourcade said the city,
the parish, the levee district, the state and the
federal agencies are now linked by 700-frequency radios. “We are told that much of the
disaster of 2005 commenced when all the
communications systems went down during
Katrina,” said Lafourcade. “This time, we
have back-up systems for our back-up sys-

tems. The Kenner Police Complex has been
completely wired with the expectation that,
God willing, our communications will not go
down or stay down in the event of a storm.”
Lafourcade said Kenner’s hurricane preparedness plans are in compliance with new
federal regulations and have been reviewed
many times. The plans call for city, parish,
police, fire and EMS personnel to be headquartered in the four-story Kenner Police
Complex. In 2005, City Hall and police officials were in different buildings.
“It is certainly true that when emergencies
strike that plans have to be re-evaluated,
revamped under the stress of the moment and
reassessed,” said Lafourcade. “But we will be
in a position to do that. We have come to
know one another, we have respect for each
other and we know how to work together. No
one would ever say that a hurricane isn’t a terrible lethal threat, but our plans, our materials,
our resources and our physical facilities are
vastly more prepared and organized than they
were four years ago.”★
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Kenner names April employees of the month
by

1st Responders Services

Danny@1strespondersvc.com
www.1strespondersvc.com

Local...Experienced...Reliable
The city of Kenner named Nancy Bateman of the city’s public works department,
Deborah Dauzat of Kenner’s Code Enforcement Department and Kenner Community
Services Department’s Sylvia Dennison as its April employees of the month. All were
honored at a recent Kenner City Council meeting.

Chateau Estates Elementary School hosted its annual field
day in the school's new physical education facility.

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941
Fax (504) 888-8120

Public school system builds
innovative outdoor physical
education structures
Richard Owens Construction used
Katsanis’ idea to complete the project.
Based on early success of these structures,
Katsanis hopes to expand use at schools
system-wide.
Katsanis got the idea from the fabric
structure used for valet parking at the
Treasure Chest Casino. “It is strong and
was still there and not damaged after
Hurricane Katrina,” said Katsanis.
Greenlawn Principal Kitty Croft said that
the new and attractive P.E. structure will be
multifunctional. When not being used for
P.E., teachers can take their classes outside
and use that area for science investigations,
a shaded outdoor reading center and a multitude of other educational activities. It will
also be used for outside assemblies.
The structure is open on all four sides but
offers protection from the sun and rain.
Katsanis noted that fabric is cooler than the
typical metal roof because the vinyl top
does not radiate the sun’s heat. “It’s been
getting raves from the teachers and students at both schools,” said Katsanis.
“All of us at Greenlawn are happy with
our new gift and the innovation that Mr.
Katsanis has brought to us in this facility,”
said Croft.

24-HOUR ELECTRICAL SERVICE

BELLCO ELECTRIC

7 Da
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eek

Residential • Commercial

LA License #28613

The Jefferson Parish Public School
System has built two new-concept physical
education structures on Kenner’s Chateau
Estates and Greenlawn Terrace elementary
school’s playgrounds.
These new outdoor facilities can withstand hurricane force winds, take only days
to erect and save thousands of dollars in
construction costs versus conventional
metal structures.
This new concept in outdoor physical
education structures uses an innovative
lightweight heavy-aluminum frame and
vinyl covering that is estimated to last 20
years. The aluminum and vinyl structures
cost $80,000 to build compared to typically $220,000 for conventional all metal
structures. The structures are 70 feet by 84
feet.
The first two tent-like structures were
completed at the two elementary schools in
March. Two additional structures are
planned at John Clancy and Joseph S.
Maggiore, Sr. elementary schools.
District 9 board member Gene Katsanis
spearheaded the adaptive use of existing
strong, lightweight vinyl coverings for use
in elementary school P.E. structures.
Architect Gendusa and Associates and

We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

• A/C Circuits
• Troubleshooting
• Remodeling
• Additions
• New Construction
• Same Day Service
Over
30 Years
Experience

• Vacancy Permits
• Attic Ventilators
• Bidwork Welcome
• Service Upgrades
• Home Repairs
• Security Lighting

455-2355

NO JOB TOO SMALL - WE DO ALL!

METAIRIE

KENNER

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

N.O. AREA
OWNER RONNIE BELLACI
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd., Kenner

468-3474
• 24 hour access • climate/non-climate controlled
• video surveillence • onsite management
• high & dry • we accept your deliveries

• Hurricane wind rated
• 140,000 square feet
• state-of-the-art
construction

W E W ILL B EAT A NYONE ’ S P RICE ! C ALL U S T ODAY !
• commercial inventory & materials storage
• household goods • business records
• classic & vintage car storage

“WE STORE IT ALL”
www.bigeasyselfstorage.com

P.O. Box 641654 • Kenner, Louisiana 70064
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