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Annual Kenner postal
food drive set for
November 5, 6, and 7

Mayor Muniz cancels telephone contract,
creates department of information technology,
saves more than $100,000 for city

By ALLAN KATZ

By ALLAN KATZ

The 20th postal food drive to assist the
Kenner Food Bank and the city’s most
needy residents is set for November 5, 6
and 7. Everyone who receives the Kenner
Star in the mail will get a brown food
drive donation bag that they are asked to
fill and leave in or near their mail box on
the food drive days.
Kenner’s postal carriers, working
under the auspices of Local 4342
National Association of Letter Carriers,
will pick up the donation bags filled
with food from residents as they deliver their routes. Employees from the food bank,
which has been overwhelmed with requests for food, will transport the collected items from both post offices. “The recession has really taken
a tremendous bite out of the Kenner economy and we are facing a record num-

When Mayor Ed Muniz took office
almost four years ago, he asked the
city’s accountants to identify
Kenner’s worst contract.
After an investigation, they told the
mayor that in their opinion, the city’s
worst, least productive contract was
the one for telephone services. The
accountants said the city was overpaying for telephone services and,
since it was leasing all the phone
equipment, had nothing to show for
its expenditures.
So, Mayor Muniz, after confirming
the opinions of the accountants, cancelled the phone contract and created
the city’s first Department of

Information
Technology
and
Telecommunications.
Under the leadership of department
director
Danna
Morris,
the
Department
of
Information
Technology and Telecommunications
has continued to grow and is credited
with not only saving Kenner more
than $100,000 a year on phone services alone, but also with improving
the city’s technology, emails and
organization improvements, including working with the Kenner Police
Department to connect the city and
the police department to a single
communications network. “We hope
and pray there is never another
Hurricane Katrina that comes our
way, but if that should occur, this
continued on page 24

continued on page 24

KPD Chief Caraway said 60 groups in Neighborhood Watch
By ALLAN KATZ

Saturday
November 7
See band lineup on page 27

Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway
believes that a Neighborhood Watch
program can help prevent burglaries,
vehicular thefts and vehicular breakins. He points to the 60 existing
Neighborhood Watch programs in
Kenner as proof that NW makes residents more cognizant of possible
threats to the safety of their community.

“The beauty of the Neighborhood
Watch program is that it helps everyone
in the area get into the mindset of being
watchful and aware if there is someone
in the neighborhood who doesn’t seem
to have any legitimate reason for being
there,” said Chief Caraway. “Once
you’re a member of Neighborhood
Watch, you just look at your surroundings differently.”
Chief Caraway is hoping more
Kenner neighborhoods will sign up for

the Neighborhood Watch program. He
has named two of his officers, Officer
Brian Norwood and Officer Ninoska
Guggenheim, as crime prevention officers whose duties include providing
liaison with Kenner’s Neighborhood
Watch groups.
“One of the things that happens when
a Neighborhood Watch group is formed
is that the members of the group develop a direct relationship with the police
department,” said Officer Norwood.
continued on page 19

A new manager at The Esplanade mall enforces code of conduct,
wins praise from police chief, customers and vendors

Kenner
Christmas Village

By ALLAN KATZ
When Mark Gianquitti was named manager of The
Esplanade mall by his employers, the Simon Property
Group, owners of the mall, he found that a problem with certain behaviors by teenagers and young adults caused
prospective customers to vow they would shop elsewhere.
Gianquitti responded by having his security people uniformly and fairly enforce a 15-rule code of conduct. Those
individuals who refused to comply with the rules – including
wearing pants in a conventional way and no cursing – were
asked to leave the premises. If they did not, they were evicted by Kenner police, with whom Gianquitti had entered into
a cooperative arrangement.

The Esplanade mall

continued on page 26

Lighting the Park
December 4
Open
Fridays
&
Saturdays

See page 27
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Laketown Village
Williams Boulevard between Vintage Drive and Joe Yenni Boulevard
26 Years
Experience

By Appointment 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. Mon. – Sat.
INFANTS TO TEENS • SPECIAL KIDS WELCOME
4232 Williams Blvd. Suite 102 • 464-0624

Victoria A.M. Smith, M.D.
NOW
BACK
KENN IN
ER

Family Practice
Se habla español
fala-se português

Men • Women • Children
Female Care • Pap Smears
Contraception

Office Hours by Appointment
4228 Williams Blvd., Suite 203 • 496-0138 or 889-4011

Think Jazzercise was the
workout of the 80s?
Think again.

– Cheryl Burke
Two-time Champion
Dancin with the Stars

50% ALL FEES (for the rest of 2009)
with January 2010 EFT sign-up
Valid at participating locations. Joining fee and other restrictions may apply. Expires 11/30/09

Kenner Jazzercise Center
4228 Williams Blvd., Ste. 205 • (Between Vintage and the Lake)
464-4600 • www.jazzercise.com
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From the Editor

Mayor warns city finances could be in trouble;
Will Kenner residents believe and support him?
By ALLAN KATZ

Mayor Ed Muniz is warning that the
combination of Hurricane Katrina and the
national recession, but most of all
Kenner’s low property tax rate, has created a real financial dilemma for Kenner.
Almost from the moment that Mayor
Muniz took office he has been warning
that Kenner’s funding of government –
largely based on sales tax revenues collections – was vulnerable and a house of
cards ready to tumble down. But, how can
that be, I asked? What about the monies
generated from the airport, Treasure Chest
Casino and The Esplanade mall? What
about the sales tax boom immediately
after the hurricane when everyone went
shopping for materials to repair their
homes?
Well, as it turns out, Muniz was right.
Muniz saw Kenner’s precarious funding
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of its government with much greater clarity than anyone else in the city. Maybe
that’s why he was one of the most profitable operators of radio stations in the
south. Maybe that’s why he has been such
a successful businessman in the private
sector. People were thinking he was just
being overly conservative and frugal. But
he kept telling me and anyone else who
would listen, that Kenner was far too
reliant on fluctuating sales taxes, the property tax millage was too low for a city this
size to guarantee a steady revenue stream
and the combination would eventually
endanger the city’s budgets, including the
Kenner Police Department, the Kenner
Fire Department and, ultimately,
Kenner’s excellent quality of life for its
citizens. Muniz also warned early on that
even though sales tax collections had

boomed during the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina, it would not continue
at that pace, and coupled with the struggling economy, the city could find itself in
financial trouble.
Reduced sales tax collections from the
mall and the casino and the reduction in
air travel have been realized and have
been devastating to the city’s budget, but
even more so, over the past 16 months the
city’s total sales tax collections have
declined each month and if this continues,
plans from the mayor and the council
need to be on the drawing board now.
The question now is what are the voters
of Kenner going to think about this? They
should believe Muniz when he says we
have to plan and act now. From day one,
he has scrutinized expenses and streamlined government but that hasn’t been

enough. In order to stabilize declining city
revenues to fund the city, including its
vital services, the mayor is saying that the
citizens of Kenner may be seeing changes
that could affect them.
The only two options the mayor has in
the situation the city is in now is to raise
revenues, which is in the hands of the
council, or cut expenses.
Muniz has examined and cut the city’s
expenses since day one and any further
will begin resulting in employee layoffs
and a reduction in all city services. No one
would be happy about that. The mayor
has told me he does not want anyone to
lose their jobs so to try to keep all existing
city employees on the payroll, a hiring
freeze has been in place and for the time
being salary increases will have to wait.
continued on page 26

Political Review

Governor Jindal has eyes on White House prize
By JEFF CROUERE

Several months
ago, Louisiana
Governor Bobby
Jindal was the hot ticket in the
Republican Party. Unfortunately, he
bombed when giving the GOP
response to President Obama’s address
to Congress in February. Now, he is
registering at the bottom of the pack
among potential GOP presidential
hopefuls. At the recent Values Voters
Summit hosted by the Family
Research Council in Washington D.C.,
Jindal finished seventh with only five
percent of the vote.
With such lackluster results, Jindal is
revamping his strategy. In a recent
interview with Politico, Jindal recommended that Republicans work with
President Obama to find compromise
on the issue of health care reform. He
advised that Republicans approach the
President and say “We’re willing to
work with you in a bipartisan way.”
The offer to compromise is quite a
different approach from the one that
Jindal has exhibited in recent Fox
News interviews. He is also pursuing a
different strategy from many
Republicans who seem more interested in stopping any kind of health care
bill.
In the same Politico interview, the
governor refused to endorse incumbent Republican U.S. Senator David
Vitter for re-election. Even though
Jindal headlined a Vitter fundraiser

several months ago, he did not offer
any kind of support for the Senator in
the interview. This stance will not
endear Jindal to conservatives in the
Republican Party, who have rallied
around Vitter in recent months.
While Jindal has been tending to
other business or traveling to fundraisers in other states, Vitter has been conducting 22 town hall meetings on the
health care issue. While Jindal has
been silent on the tea party movement,
Vitter has been vocally supporting the
local groups and leading the charge.
Whether it is the issue of Obama cabinet members or the president’s liberal
agenda, Vitter has been in strong opposition. In contrast, Jindal has been taking a much lower profile position.
Despite his coyness, it is hard to
imagine Jindal endorsing Vitter’s
opponent, Democrat Congressman
Charlie Melancon, who supports the
policies of House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi and President Barack Obama.
His position may reflect more of a personality conflict as opposed to a political one; nonetheless, his stance is perplexing.
While he would be grateful for
Jindal’s endorsement, it is clear that
Vitter does not need Jindal’s support to
win re-election. Recent polls show him
with a double digit lead over
Melancon, who is hurt by his party ties
to the unpopular President Obama,
who registers anemic support in

Louisiana. According to the latest
Southern Media and Opinion Research
poll, Obama only enjoys the approval
of 44 percent of the voters in
Louisiana.
In the Politico interview, Jindal
noted that his focus is not on the presidency, but on running for re-election
in 2011. However, Jindal should not
assume that he will receive a free ride
in the next election. Jindal’s poll numbers are decent, but not particularly
impressive. In the same Southern
Media and Opinion Research poll,
Jindal has a 64 percent approval rating,
which is higher than 57 percent
approval he received in the Public
Policy Polling survey in the summer.
Both results show that Louisiana voters are generally supportive of Bobby
Jindal, but that he is not unbeatable.
In mid-October, Jindal returned from
another out of state fundraising excursion. His extensive travel has attracted
criticism from political opponents who
believe that the governor should reimburse the taxpayers for the traveling
costs of his security detail. In addition,
Jindal has been labeled a hypocrite on
the issue of the stimulus bill. After
criticizing the legislation, the governor
not only accepted the federal money,
he then traveled the state distributing
stimulus checks to local communities.
If Jindal has weak poll numbers in
2011, he may face competition from
continued on page 24
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Fundraiser for Kenner Recreation
By ED MUNIZ, Kenner Mayor
To help out, we are asking for your
A year ago,
Kenner dedicated support this year for the benefit of the
the
Laketown Parks and Recreation Department. The
Festival
(the department serves a broad spectrum of
H u r r i c a n e Kenner citizens from young children up
Survivors Party) for the benefit of Grand through the elderly – all of whom beneIsle in its recovery efforts from two hur- fit from recreation programs of all types,
ricanes – Gustav and Ike – and this year team sports (including a revitalized boxwe find our own community struggling ing program) and leisure activities,
from the effects of what seems like an including dance lessons and an annual
unrelenting economic storm gripping dance review.
These services are provided at 46 sites
Kenner and the rest of the nation. City
services that depend on sales tax rev- in Kenner, including seven parks, 11
enues are the most vulnerable because playgrounds, 10 gymnasiums and standsales tax collections have been down for alone tennis courts and tot lots.
During the budgeting process in early
more than a year.

FRAME YOUR MEMORIES,
TO LAST A LIFETIME!
Celebrating 25 years!

25% OFF
next purchase
expires 11/31/09

• Jerseys
• Christening dresses
• Memorabilia
• Mementos
• Golf balls
• Shadow boxes

The Frame Shoppe
Esplanade Mall • 464-4662

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS IN KENNER
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
ad for
Call Ahe rders!
O
o
To G

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819

Celebrat
15 yearsing

HOLIDAY CATERING

Finger Sandwiches
Chicken Tenders
Wraps
Shrimp Cocktail
Shrimp Remoulade
Cocktail Meatballs

Crawfish, Chicken or
Shrimp Fettuccini
Chicken Alfredo Pasta
Jambalaya
Dessert Trays
And more Call today!

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Hours everyday 6:00 a.m. until 10:00 pm

summer, the Recreation Department saw
cuts of $460,000. However the need for
maintenance and equipment replacement
still exists. We need to replenish uniforms at a cost of $25,000. Safety equipment, especially football helmets, take a
lot of wear and tear. You cannot skimp
on something that important for the safety of our kids.
We have pressing capital improvements like replacing field lighting and
several fences that are old and failing
and not Katrina damaged. We need to
replace broken water fountains and
either replace or add benches at several
locations.
One new capital item generating a lot
of interest is the city’s first dog park at
Laketown. The dog park will need special fencing, benches, shade areas , water
service, an agility obstacle course and
waste removal capability. The dog park
received strong support during planning
meetings for the overall Laketown
design.
Without some additional financial support, those kinds of repairs and improvements will have to wait. We will also
have to consider reduced participation in
events – fewer games, which means lowering the cost for officials to run games –
football and basketball for boys and girls
this year and baseball programs next
year.
Through the years, Kenner has

enjoyed a robust participation at its
recreation facilities and has won championships on a national level. Kenner has
been blessed with a solid base of support
from booster clubs. I hope that boosters,
parents and former players in our recreation system want to help the Parks and
Recreation Department over the current
economic hump.
I hope that residents and businesses
that want this city to progress and continue providing a high quality of living
will also want to help. I ask you to lend
your support to the Laketown Festival on
Saturday, November 7, at Laketown
where Williams Boulevard meets Lake
Pontchartrain. The festival is a benefit
for the Recreation Department and all
the needs I talked about above. The
entertainment lineup is great and admission cost at $7 for adults and $2 for kids
is a bargain. You, your families and
friends can have a great time with good
music, great cuisine and a beautiful
venue. I look forward to seeing you
there.
I also want to take the opportunity to
thank the restaurants participating in the
Laketown Festival and the sponsors
whose support is the financial backbone
of the event.
Mayor Muniz can be reached at 4687240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Kenner cancels Hubbard
Enterprises contract
After meeting on October 7, 2009,
with representatives of Hubbard
Enterprises, Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz
said he is cancelling Kenner’s contract
with the firm to do drainage maintenance and repair work.
The contracting company is owned by
Bill Hubbard, who resigned his post as
president of St. John Parish on
September 24 and the next day pleaded
guilty to federal bribery charges involving three individuals with contracts in
his parish.
Muniz said on April 9, 2009, Kenner
piggybacked on a contract Hubbard had
with Jefferson Parish to perform
$85,000 worth of work at three locations
in Kenner in June. He said the city had
no problems with the work that was performed, but because of the federal
bribery case, he did not think it proper
for Kenner to continue doing business
with Hubbard. “We do not want to even
have the aura of impropriety,” he said.
Hubbard is scheduled to be sentenced
by the federal court on December 15.
It was reported Wednesday that
Jefferson Parish is looking at cancelling
its contract with Hubbard.
Hubbard admitted asking three firms
with contracts in St. John Parish to con-

tribute money for the purchase of a new
car for his girlfriend. He admitted asking
for money from Pipeworks Plumbing
and Demolition of Harahan, Parson &
Sanderson of Elmwood and Davezac
Consulting Engineers of Destrehan.
Muniz said Kenner has current contracts with Pipeworks for demolition of
abandoned buildings and Davezac for
design of a sewerage lift station. He said
his administration is conducting a thorough review of the contracts with those
two firms and he will determine what
action may be necessary depending of
the result of those reviews and new
developments that may stem from the
Hubbard case.
The Hubbard contract was authorized
not to exceed $2 million over 24 months
on an as-needed basis. The Pipeworks
contract (also piggybacked September
24, 2008, on a Jefferson Parish contract)
has a not-to-exceed limit if $112,000. So
far $28,557 worth of work has been
authorized. Hired on May 13, 2009,
Davezac Engineers has completed about
95 percent of the design on a sewerage
main system at 27th and Salem Streets
and has been paid $73,203. That contract has a not-to-exceed limit of
$150,000.
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Crime prevention tips for businesses
By STEVE CARAWAY, Kenner Police Chief

Business owners have many
concerns and crime prevention
should certainly be one of the
most important. Crime can create an unsafe environment for employees and customers and negatively
affect a business’s profitability. Fortunately, there are
precautions you can take that will minimize your business’s chances of being victimized. As you take these
tips into consideration, remember that most criminals
are opportunists. The opportunities, however, are often
created unknowingly by the victim. Awareness is the
key to stopping potential crime in its tracks.
Make sure that only small amounts of cash are kept
in the register and make this known to everyone
including customers. If someone enters your place of
business with robbery in mind, he or she may not think
it’s worth the hassle if they know the register only
holds a small amount of money. Have your employees
count cash in a private area and deposit funds into the
bank on a frequent basis. Invest in a high-quality safe
and have it bolted to the floor.
A good alarm system that meets your needs is also

essential in preventing burglaries when your business
is closed. Training your employees on how to use it
will help to prevent false alarms. In addition, most
alarm companies offer a service that will allow you to
contact the police without alerting a robber. This is
usually done by pressing a button, which sends an
automatic signal to the police department. I urge you as
a business owner to consider investing in this type of
product.
Secure all of your doors and windows with the best
possible locks and display expensive merchandise
toward the center of the store, away from the windows.
Make sure you have bright lighting inside and outside
your place of business and remember to leave a light
on just as you would at home. Also, ensure that more
than one employee is present to open and close the
store.
Instruct your employees on what to do in the event of
a robbery and how to report an incident to the police.
If you or one of your employees is ever held up or confronted by a robber, try to remain calm and memorize
as much as you can about the subject’s description.

After the robber leaves, call the police immediately.
Tell your employees they should also contact the police
if they notice loiterers who appear to be studying the
employees or your place of business.
The Kenner Police Department offers free security
surveys to Kenner business owners. A police officer
will visit your business, evaluate your current security
measures and any structural deficiencies and offer suggestions to help eliminate the opportunity for criminal
activity. For more information on our free security surveys, please contact the Crime Prevention Unit at 7122300.
Business crime prevention starts with the decision to
make security a priority. I encourage you to look closely at the ways in which a criminal might find an opportunity to harm your business and I hope you’ll take an
active role in helping fellow business owners in our
community do the same.
Chief Caraway can be reached by email at
kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department
website at www.kennerpd.com.

Government


November is full of activities
By MARY-SHARON HOWLAND

Fall has arrived and it
brings an air of excitement
and activity to Kenner’s
Community Services Department and to the entire
city. On Thursday, November 5 at 10:30 a.m., the
city will host its annual “Veterans Day Celebration.”
We invite everyone to join us for this patriotic tribute to our country and our veterans at Veterans Park,
located at 1901 Williams Boulevard. Our distinguished speaker is Navy Captain William J. Snyder.
The ceremony will also feature the naval band of
New Orleans and the KPD Honor Guard.
The second annual Louisiana Native American
Festival, celebrating Louisiana’s Native American
heritage, music, food and culture will be held in
Rivertown’s Heritage Park on Sunday, November
15 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Admittance is $5
per person. The festival will feature the Yellow
Moon Singers drum group and the Bayou Eagles
dancers of the United Houma Nation. Traditional
and contemporary craftsmen from a number of
Louisiana tribes will demonstrate their crafts and
offer them for sale. Also see how traditional dance
and dress regalia are created. Traditional Native
American foods will also be available such as fry
bread, Indian tacos, corn maque choux and Indian
gumbo. Join us in a day of festivity for the entire
family!

The Local 4342 Branch of Letter Carriers of the
U.S. Postal Service will conduct its 20th annual food
drive to benefit the Kenner Food Bank on
November 5, 6, and 7. The food bank provides nourishment to over 3,100 individuals each month and
we are certain that these numbers will grow due to
the economic conditions we are experiencing. I want
to thank the postal carriers who volunteer their
efforts in picking up food donations during the
three-day drive and the U. S. Postal Service for their
help. This is the 20th year their tireless efforts have
helped our residents put food on the table at this special time of the year. It is the postal carriers generous
gift of their time that makes this food drive a reality.
Other sponsors that helped to make this event possible due to their generous donations are the Kenner
Professional Business Association, Kenner District
3 Councilman Ben Zahn, Kenner Central Lions
Club, Aparicio, Walker and Seeling, Inc. and BFM
Corporation.
If I can assist you in any way or for more information call Community Services at 468-7293.

WROUGHT IRON WORK
Custom built fences, gates, burglar bars, dumpster enclosures,
handrails, A/C cages, minor repairs
30 years experience
Roger Blount

813-5870

MANO’S HANDBAG BOUTIQUE
DESIGNER REPLICAS

Mary-Sharon Howland is the director of community services for the city of Kenner. The office is
located at 624 Williams Boulevard in Kenner.
Howland can be reached at 468-7293 or at mhowland@kenner.la.us.

GOING OUT OF BUSINESS

%

50 off

Kenner Mayor’s prayer dinner set for November 3
Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz’ annual prayer dinner
is set for Tuesday, November 3, 2009 at the
Pontchartrain Center. A VIP reception starts at
6:00 p.m. and the program begins at 6:30 p.m. The
featured guest speakers are Clint and Penny
Bragg.
The Braggs reside in Port Orange, Florida. As a
husband and wife team, they are on the front battle lines of a movement to bring healing to mar-

riages and families in crisis. They consider the
reconciliation of their own marriage after an
eleven year divorce and a distance of over 3,000
miles is nothing short of a modern day miracle.
Both have a background in education. They are
the authors of Marriage on the Mend.
Individual seats are $30 with group table sponsorships of eight available for $225. Contact
Kenner Events at 615-0099.

ALL MERCHANDISE
7024 Veterans Blvd.

LUGGAGE
WALLETS
CELL PHONE
ACCESSORIES

(corner David Dr. and
Veterans Blvd. next to Chuckie Cheese)

Monday - Thursday 10am - 3 pm
Friday - Saturday 10am - 6 pm
779-7800
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Brick veneer is almost maintenance free
By DAN DORMADY

A house built
with an exterior
brick masonry
veneer gives a
lasting beautiful first impression of
your home. Brick is made of fired clay
and comes in hundreds of different colors. A house built with a brick veneer
is almost maintenance free. It doesn’t
rot, dent, fade, warp, burn or need to be
painted and it can’t be eaten by termites. Brick often increases the resale
value of homes even though it can be
one of the higher-priced exterior finishes. Brick veneer should easily last
75 plus years, with the first 25 years
virtually free of maintenance.
Here are a few basics about brick
masonry veneer. The most common
configuration on homes today is using
a three and one-half to four inch thick
brick leaving a one-inch air space
between the sheathing and the bricks
that are secured to the house with brick
ties nailed into the exterior sheathing.
This is why it is called “brick veneer.”

The majority of houses in our area are
not solid brick, but have a brick veneer
exterior.
Brick veneer is an energy-efficient
exterior finish system, keeping you
cool in the summer and warm in the
winter. Brick is a building material that
has good “thermal mass” properties.
Thermal mass is the ability of a heavy,
dense material to store heat and then
slowly release it. For you, this means
that during the summer months your
brick home stays cooler during the
hottest part of the day. During the winter, bricks store your home’s heat and
radiate it back to you. In short, brick
offers you a combination of advantages
not found in any other siding material.
Vinyl, aluminum, wood or EIFS (artificial stucco) are all thin, lightweight
building materials that don’t have good
thermal mass properties.
With the proper attention, brick is
not difficult to maintain. Brick is relatively maintenance free, but occasional
cleaning, spot checks for water damage

Regular retirement
income – guaranteed
Variable annuities feature guaranteed minimum income payments
and are great for padding your retirement portfolio with a reliable
income stream without missing out on potential investment returns.
Call today to find out more about variable annuities or to discuss any
aspect of your retirement and investment strategies.
Variable annuities are long-term investments suitable for retirement funding and are subject to market
fluctuations and investment risk.
Guarantees are based on the claims-paying ability of the issuing insurance company. Guarantees apply
to minimum income from an annuity; they do not guarantee an investment return or the safety of the
underlying funds.

John Prevost • First Vice President – Investments
111 Veterans Memorial Blvd., Suite 1800 • Metairie, LA 70005
504-834-2663 • john.prevost@wfadvisors.com
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Members SIPC. ©2009 Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC. All rights reserved.
0909-1925 [80873-v1] 9/09

and are necessary in order to ensure
long-lasting integrity of the brick
veneer.
Water is brick masonry’s worst
enemy. Discoloration is caused by
water penetration or is an indication
that water is entering but evaporating.
Every year, check your building’s brick
masonry about four hours after a heavy
rainstorm. Any dark patches on the
walls means that water has soaked into
the surface. Remember, brick masonry
is porous. An important element of the
brick veneer’s ability to maintain its
function properly is the weep holes.
Weep holes are the small vertical holes
about every three to five feet at the bottom of the brickwork that allow moisture that has penetrated the brick
veneer to drain out of the wall. Clean
them out if they are plugged and never
close them up.
You should have your bricks cleaned
periodically to maintain its new look.
Be cautious, though, it’s easy to damage your masonry with improper cleaning methods. A garden hose water
wash and a mild detergent is usually
the way to go. If a particular side of
your home receives little to no sunlight
and the nearby vegetation is damp, be
on the lookout for moss, mold or
mildew growth. A solution of one cup
of bleach mixed with a gallon of water
applied with a scrub brush can be used
to clean most problem areas. Use a natural or synthetic bristle brush – wire
brushes leave traces of steel behind
that will rust and discolor the bricks.
Before applying the bleach solution to
brick, test a small area first. First, give
the area a thorough soaking which will
help prevent the brick from absorbing
the bleach. Use the gentlest means possible to clean the brick.
Around the perimeter of the house,
keep trees, plants and vegetation
trimmed back and out of contact with
the brick veneer. Do not let vines grow

on the surface of the brick veneer as it
can cause major damage to the mortar
and ultimately the integrity of the brick
veneer walls.
The most common masonry repair is
repointing of the mortar. Mortar is less
durable than brick and can be maintained by “repointing,” usually starting
when the brick is 30 years and older.
Repointing involves replacing damaged or deteriorated mortar between
the brick. It’s critical that you replace
old mortar with the equivalent of the
strength, composition and appearance
of the origunal. This will keep your
masonry uniform and will keep the
base materials from cracking.
Brick walls do not normally shrink,
but rather, grow indefinitely. If you see
a crack in a brick wall it’s more likely
due to movement in the structure, a
support problem, or due to thermal
expansion. Cracks are a very common
problem for homeowners, but they
should always be checked out in case
there are being caused by problems
with the foundation. Small cracks are
usually caused by slight movement of
the house as the house settles. Small
cracks should be filled with mortar or
exterior caulking. If you observe
numerous new cracks or big cracks that
you have not noticed before, you may
want to have this checked by a licensed
professional engineer.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home
inspector and the president of
Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a
locally owned consulting engineering
firm specializing in residential and
commercial building inspection services. Dormady can be reached at 4566999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA
70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady
Engineers’ website is www.criteriumdormady.com.

Metairie Academy for
Advanced Studies

HOLIDAY
GIFT
BAZAAR
Saturday, December 5th
10:00am-3:00pm
201 Metairie Road in the heart of Old Metairie
*Vendor spaces still available!

For information please call Karen Breen @ 833-5539
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Not only does a driver have a duty to a passenger but a
passenger has a duty to the driver

Law

By PAMELA B. LOLAN

It is well settled
law that a driver
has a duty to operate his vehicle with
care for the benefit of guest passengers.
However, did you know that you may
have a duty to the driver when you are
sitting in the passenger seat? We are not
saying that the passenger is responsible
for the driver’s negligence but a passenger’s actions can create a liability of their
own.

On the whole, a passenger is generally
incapable of influencing a driver’s
behavior. “It is unrealistic to hold... that
the occupant of a motor vehicle has factually any control or right of control over
the driving of the operator.” Further a
guest passenger has no duty to supervise
the driver. Nevertheless, there are a couple of situations where the passenger
may be held liable.

Join Us For An Event.
We Invite Your Membership.

Kenner

The Kenner Pofessional Business
Association’s (KPBA)
meeting will be held

Professional Business
Association

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2009
Speaker: Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz
Topic: State of the City

Founded in 1985

A Community Based
Networking Organization

Call 962-3930 to make luncheon reservations
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. • Lunch at 11:45.

For Men and Women

Crowne Plaza Hotel
2829 Williams Blvd. • Kenner

www.kpba.biz

Info: 962-3930

Wills Trusts
Successions
Business Law
Personal Injury
Over 30 years experience

M LF

Melchers Law Firm
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner, LA 70065

(504) 467-1092
www.melcherslawfirm.com

James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law

DON’T THINK DIGGING IN
THE DIRT IS RIGHT FOR YOU?
LET US AT

LYNNE DIMM’S NURSERY, LLC
give your house a face lift.
Renovate your curb appeal using, colorful flowers, leafy green trees,
natural mulches and sweet smelling shrubs.

Call Lynne at 468-5467 today!
34 years experience – licensed & insured
We do weeding, trimming and colorful bedding plants.
27 West 27th Street • Kenner, LA
HOURS: M-F 8-3

•

SAT 9-12 • SUN By Appt.

Case 1(Unlicensed driver)
Eighteen-year-old Randy was trying to
make points with his fourteen-year-old
girlfriend, Lara. Lara was one week
away from getting her license. Initially,
Randy was driving his mother’s Fiat
Spider but he asked Lara if she wanted to
practice driving. The car was a manual
shift and Lara had never driven a stick
shift before. However, Randy said she
could operate the brakes and clutch and
Randy would operate the shift. Randy
convinced Lara to drive although she
was unlicensed and unfamiliar with the
vehicle.
Right after she took the steering
wheel, Lara hit a bump and lost control
of the vehicle. When the vehicle hit a
ditch, it turned over, pinned Randy under
the car and killed him. Randy’s parents
sued Lara for damages on the premise
that Randy was the passenger of the
vehicle. Although a passenger ordinarily
has no duty to supervise a driver, a duty
may be imposed if the rider had actual
knowledge that the driver was incompetent or impaired. Randy’s conduct in
insisting Lara drive created a great risk.
He knew she was unlicensed and he was
in a superior position to know the dangers of the road. The court further pointed out that there was no extenuating circumstances that required Lara to drive.
The court found that Randy was 50 percent liable.
Case 2 (Alcohol)
It was Mardi Gras. Mary’s boyfriend,
Joe, was coming to New Orleans.
Mary’s father rented a car for Joe listing
Joe as an additional driver under the
rental agreement. All day Sunday, Mary
and Joe went to the parade and drank
alcohol. When going to Mary’s home off
Jefferson Highway, Joe attempted to
make a U-turn and crashed into the
Graysons. Joe’s alcohol level was .162
percent. The Graysons suffered multiple
soft tissue injuries.
The Graysons sued Mary, Joe and
Joe’s insurance company. It is clear that
Joe was at fault in the accident.
However, they also contended that Mary
was liable as a guest passenger in the
vehicle because she knew of Joe’s intoxicated state. The court found that Mary
was not liable. Liability cannot be
imposed against the guest passenger
merely because of knowledge or awareness of the intoxicated condition of the
driver. There must be an equal right in
the passenger to control Joe’s operation
of the car. Mary had no right to drive the
rental vehicle. She was not a listed
driver.

Case 3
Sam went to visit his friend, Larry, at
his house. Larry was there with his girlfriend, Anna. At around 10:00 p.m. they
decided to go to a friend’s camp. They
loaded into Sam’s Honda Prelude, all sitting in the front seat. No one was at their
friend’s camp so they headed back to the
city. Anna was sitting between Sam and
Larry on the console. She was one-half
on the console and one-half on her
boyfriend. Sam thought he saw a car on
the I-49 so he thought the new section
was open. There were no barriers to the
entry so Sam entered the highway. After
four miles of smooth driving, the vehicle
plunged off the highway into a dirt
embankment. All three young people
were injured and sued the DOTD for
failure to properly warn on the dangers
of an unfinished highway. DOTD
answered saying that the driver was
mostly at fault and also third party fault
on the part of Anna. The trial court found
that Anna was 25 percent at fault for riding in such a way that Sam’s view was
obstructed.
However, this decision was overturned
by the Court of Appeal. They found that
there was no evidence to show that Sam
was distracted from driving, nor was his
view obstructed by Anna’s position. Her
location in the vehicle did not cause the
accident. They further stated that there
was no evidence that her damages were
increased by riding in the front seat.
As you can see in these cases, the specific failure of the passenger must be the
cause in fact of the accident. Riding with
an unlicensed driver who is competent
and capable is not negligent. The passenger is not liable in riding with an
intoxicated driver when the passenger
has no right to control the vehicle.
Finally, the passenger is not at fault for
blocking the driver’s rearview mirror
when the driver is going forward and
plunged off the end of an unmarked
highway.
In a two car accident, there is a presumption that one of the drivers must be
at fault. Nevertheless, a passenger must
prove they are not at fault or innocent to
win their case.
Pamela Lolan is an attorney at
Melchers Law Firm, located at 909 West
Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and the
firm’s primary areas of practice are
estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, corporate law, and personal
injury. Lolan can be reached at 4671092 or visit the website at www.melcherslawfirm.com.
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Triple BBB Construction Company – 44 years in business with many satisfied customers



By ALLAN KATZ

Triple BBB Construction Company
started in business in 1965 and, from
the beginning, established a reputation for excellent work, reasonable
prices and a complete cleanup after
the job was finished.
“We’ve done thousands of jobs in
Kenner, Metairie, the North Shore
and the River Parishes,” says Martha
Ball, the wife of company founder
Jim Ball. “All of those satisfied customers mean that we get lots of referrals and recommendations which are
very important when the economy has

been slowed down by a recession. We
sometimes think that the best advertising that we do is the jobs we’ve
performed in the past and the satisfied
customers who tell their friends and
neighbors about us.”
Triple BBB specializes in pool
enclosures, patio covers, siding, roofing, constructing glass rooms, screen
rooms, window screens and concrete
work.
“When we first started in business,
Jim established the principle that we
not only do first-class work but we

also clean up after ourselves when the
job is done so the homeowner has
nothing to do,” said Ms. Ball. “It’s the
way we’ve been doing business for 44
years and people really appreciate
that we’re the kind of company that
doesn’t think the job is completed
until the clean-up is finished.”
Triple BBB Construction is located
at 2158 Kenner Avenue in Rivertown.
The phone number is 467-6998. The
company, which uses no subcontractors, has 12 full-time uniformed
employees who use company vehicles

with Triple BBB’s name on them, is a
member of the Better Business
Bureau and is fully licensed by the
state of Louisiana.
“We’ve built a great reputation over
44 years and our first rule is that we
don’t want to ever do anything to
diminish the great reputation,” says
Martha Ball. “The people we do jobs
for tell us that we’re the best in the
roofing business and that’s the way
we like to think of ourselves.”
Triple BBB Construction’s website
is www.bbbconstruction.com.

Highway Park North civic association takes form
A group of Highway Park North residents met this past October with
Kenner District 3 Councilman Ben
Zahn and Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz at
the home of neighborhood resident
Dianne Garrett to discuss the need for
and their support for forming a civic
association. The group is meeting again

on November 4 to elect officers.
“I am very excited that this neighborhood is interested in coming together to
show their unity for area protection and
beautification,” said Zahn, who commented this is the second civic association resurrected while he has been in
office, the other being Beachview

Heights Civic Association. “The two
revived organizations join subdivisions
Driftwood, Palm and Lake Vista as having civic associations in my district.”
Zahn said Greenlawn Terrace residents have also approached him to help
start a civic organization and he is helping with the formation. “Once

Greenlawn Terrace forms their group,
every subdivision in District 3 will have
active neighborhood civic associations,” said Zahn.
Any resident interested in joining
these civic associations can call the district office of Councilman Zahn at 4687249.

GRAND OPENING!

%

20 OFF
3525 Williams Blvd.
Kenner, LA 70065
464-8989

Total bill with this ad on ANY DAY
FREE ICE CREAM FOR KIDS!
Expires 11/31/2009

Lunch
Mon.-Sat.: 11:30 am - 3:00 pm
Sun.: 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Dinner
Mon.-Thurs.: 4:30 pm - 10:00 pm
Fri.-Sat.: 4:30 pm - 11:00 pm
Sun.: 4:30 pm - 10:00 pm
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“Tim Tebow” dilemma: To play or not to play
By CHARLES P. MURPHY, M.D.
Before
LSU the injury. The risk assessment must
played Florida in take into account the best-case and
Baton Rouge on worse-case scenarios. Unfortunately,
October 10, 2009 the news media the mere act of playing football under
focused on the issue of who will play ideal healthy conditions does carry sigquarterback for Florida in a game nificant risk. Sports, in particularly
which could have a major impact on football, at the high school, college and
the college national championship. professional level carries high risk for
Before the game Florida Coach Urban permanent lifelong functional impairMeyer was quoted as saying that ment related to injury. The question
Tebow “was cleared to return to foot- must be asked, “Does the benefit of
ball practice in a limited controlled playing football outweigh the risk?” As
environment.” The issue of who would an athlete and the parent of athletes, I
play quarterback for the University of personally feel that the benefits of
Florida in that game is related to start- organized sports, including football,
ing quarterback Tim Tebow’s concus- outweigh the risk for most healthy peosion injury sustained two weeks before ple. All who play football must underon September 26, 2009 against stand the potential risk of death, paralKentucky.
ysis and other catastrophic injuries
We all know now that Tim Tebow which, although rare, do occur in footplayed against LSU on October 10, ball and other activities of living. Tim
2009. But Tebow’s decision allows me Tebow and his parents are intelligent
to address the bigger issue that faces all people who had chosen football as a
athletes that return to play following an major part of his life. He is a true role
injury. “When is it safe to return to model for young athletes both on and
activity following injury?” There is off the field. Few people would argue
usually never a black and white answer. the benefits that Tebow, playing footThe decision should be made by the ball, has achieved over his career.
adult player or parents after a risk
Risk/Benefit assessment
assessment by the specialist treating
The risk of a healthy Tebow playing

The Ice House

2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

469-3503

OPEN THANKSGIVING
UNTIL NOON

FILL YOUR

ICE COLD

football is quite different from the risk
status of Tim Tebow on October 10,
2009 following a severe concussion on
September 26, 2009.
Unfortunately, because Tim Tebow
sustained a severe concussion on
September 26, he was not a healthy
Tim Tebow against LSU and won’t be
in the near future. He felt OK, wanted
to play and did play on October 10,
2009 in the LSU game. But recent
medical studies show that he was at
significant increased risk for permanent brain injury if he had sustained
additional head trauma playing against
LSU or in games in the near future.
Tim Tebow should not have played in
the LSU game, or in future games, until
testing performed by a neurologist or
neurosurgeon determined that Tim
Tebow returned to a healthy risk status.
The risk of a healthy Tebow playing
football is relatively low and acceptable to most people. Tebow’s risk status following a severe concussion on
September 26, 2009 in my opinion is
high and unacceptable because of the
risk of long-term brain damage that
may not be detected until later in life.
Please note I am not the treating



Health

physician of Tim Tebow. I do not know
the facts in his specific case. Do not
believe everything you read in a newspaper or watch on television.
Tim Tebow chose to play against
LSU and as a role model for young athletes, I think he made a wrong decision.
To be able to play at the next level, you
must make mature decisions to keep
your body healthy. Although frustrating, it often takes a lot of time for the
body to heal. I say to all players, coaches, parents, and weekend warriors,
please give Mother Nature the time to
heal. You lower your risk significantly.
Enjoy today, so that hopefully you can
enjoy tomorrow.
Charles P. Murphy, M.D. is a board
certified orthopedic surgeon with over
20 years experience. Dr. Murphy is the
founding partner of the Orthopedic
Center for Sports Medicine. The
Orthopedic Center is a multi-specialty
center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused expertise
in shoulder and knee injuries. Offices
are located in Kenner and Metairie.
For additional information call 4675900.

Government

Groundbreaking held for future Haynes
Magnet School in Kenner
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On October 14, 2009 a groundbreaking was held on the
site of a future magnet school to be built in Kenner.
The location is the southwest side of the intersection of
Vintage Boulevard and Loyola Drive. In attendance, from
left to right, was a representative from Concrete Busters,
the contractor that is clearing the property, along with
Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz, Jefferson Parish Public School
Board Members Gene Katsanis and Martin Marino and
Kenner District 5 Councilmember Kent Denapolis.
Photo by Barry Sprague
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Good exercise habits lead to good lifestyle habits
By YVETTE DUSSOUY
A
healthy
lifestyle is a combination of exercise, nutrition and stress management.
If you’re attempting to improve your
health, tackling all these areas can be a
daunting task. Why not start with one
and let the others fall into place. It
really doesn’t matter which area you
choose, but as might be expected,
beginning with exercise is a wise
course of action.
Study after study reveals that regular
physical activity has a positive influence on your health, lowering your
risk of cardiovascular disease and several types of cancer. But adhering to a
regular exercise program can be a
challenge unless you make it a priority. You can improve your chances of
success by doing the following.
Enlisting the support and participation of friends and/or family members.
Selecting activities that you enjoy,
rather than those which offer the
quickest results.
Scheduling workouts as you would
any other important commitment.
Setting realistic goals (for example,
I’ll walk for 30 minutes three days this

week) and indulging in healthy
rewards (i.e. a movie or massage)
when you reach them.
Another reason to start with exercise
is that it almost always leads to
changes in your diet and level of
stress. Exercise is a natural stress manager. Physical exertion lets you release
tension that may otherwise build and
become destructive to your health.
Healthy active bodies tend to crave
healthy, high-energy foods as well,
and if you’re physically active, it’s
easier to allow yourself an occasional
treat -guilt free.
So don’t hold back any longer. It’s
the perfect time to make a resolution
to lead to healthier lifestyle. You can
start at home with your own simple
resistance routines. Your weights
should be heavy enough so that your
muscles are slightly fatigued after 10
to 15 repetitions. If you cannot perform 10 repetitions however, they are
too heavy. As you become stronger,
you can increase it to two or three sets
of this exercise, resting briefly in
between.
If you are not comfortable to start on
your own, it’s time for you to get out

there and find the right program for
you. Some exercise programs will
allow you to watch, or try it out,
before you invest. Call around in your
area and get started. It could be the
beginning of a good lifestyle habit!
Yvette Dussouy, for over 15 years
has owned and operated the Kenner
Jazzercise Fitness Center, which has
recently moved to a new location,
4228 Williams Boulevard. A certified

instructor for over 18 years, Dussouy
has been awarded Pacesetter Elite status by Jazzercise, Inc. for the past ten
years. Dussouy can be reached at 4644600 or jazspot@aol.com. The Kenner
Jazzercise Center has classes early
morning,
morning,
afternoon,
evenings and weekends – some include
childcare. This class schedule includes
classes for the overweight through the
very fit. For the complete schedule
visit www.jazzercise.com.

Madison/Avery Jewelry • Fleur de Lis Gifts • Baby Gifts • Circle E Candles

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
OPEN HOUSE - THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12 - 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

FREE
$

35 V alue

701 W. Esplanade, Suite B, Kenner

469-4118
Unique Gifts • Free Gift Wrapping • Saints & LSU Gifts • Wall Paintings
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Proper off-season training can lead to success in your sport
By CRAIG GOODWIN
Do you want to
improve your athletic skill and help
prevent injury during athletic competition? Then an off-season training program is what you are looking for. Offseason training programs are geared
toward improving your skills in your particular sport by working on speed,
strength and mechanical faults that may
be present. “Speed Kills” is a slogan in
the athletic world that refers to athletes,
because of their speed, almost make the
playing field into an unfair advantage. It
usually is referred to open field speed in

athletic competition; the baseball player
beating out an infield hit or the player’s
ability to steal second base and the football player’s ability to outrun an opponent off the line of scrimmage or a running back’s ability to burst through an
open hole in the line and score on a 40
yard run. There are many sports in which
speed plays an integral role in the outcome of the game. Most of us work hard
on developing our skills to be at our best
in athletic performance, but working on
improving your speed through different
drills and exercises can significantly
improve your overall performance.

Famous Burgers
100% All American Beef • NEVER FROZEN
No Additives, Fillers or Preservatives

Super Dawgs

Sun. - Thurs.
10:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

FREE TOPPINGS

Fresh Cut Fries FREE FRIES
Fresh Squeezed Lemonade
Hand Dipped Shakes

Fri. & Sat.
10:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

with burger purchase

2009 Williams Blvd.
Kenner, LA
(Between W. Napoleon & W. Metaire)

Phone in orders

305-2427

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, Dec. 12 • 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
• PEDICURES • MASSAGE • SPA SERVICES • GEORGY’S GIFT CERTIFICATES

• AVEDA FACIALS • MANICURES

• 15% to 40% off
everything in the spa
including gift cards for all services!

Improving strength and flexibility will
not only improve your skills, but they are
the number one components in preventing injury during athletic competition.
Improving your strength will help
increase your stability in those vital joints
of the body – the hip, knee, ankle, shoulder and elbow. Total chain body strength
refers to a balance of muscular strength
throughout the arms, core and legs.
Muscles in the legs need to not only be
strong, but an imbalance in the quadriceps and hamstrings can lead to muscular
strain or overload. Quadricep, groin or
hamstring strains can sometimes be prevented by not only improving their
strength, but improving the balance in
strength in those muscles as well.
Flexibility is crucial in preventing muscular strain both in the upper and lower
extremities. Proper flexibility in the arms
and legs will also improve performance
by allowing for improved mobility during play. Increased tissue or muscular
stiffness around a joint will change the
mechanics of a particular skill and cause
increased stress at the surrounding joints
and increasing the possibility of injury.
All athletes want to make sure that they
are performing at the highest level of
skill possible. Working on mechanical
faults that may be present in running
technique is the number one factor in



improving your speed, and consequently,
improving your athletic performance.
Knowing how to run properly by performing drills and exercises to improve
technique will automatically improve
your running ability and speed.
Improving your speed also improves
your confidence on the field of play. Your
off-season training program should also
work on improving your mechanical
faults that may be present with particular
skills in your sport. You may want to
work on pitching or hitting mechanics for
baseball, blocking or coverage mechanics in football or open field and passing
mechanics in soccer. Putting together an
off-season program that will incorporate
these principles of training will help
develop the athlete and allow for the
highest level of performance during athletic competition.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is
president of Kenner Orthopedic and
Sports Therapy, located at 3921 Williams
Boulevard and two other locations in
Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical School
Department
of
Allied
Health,
Department of Physical Therapy in 1987.
The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic
and Sports Therapy can be contacted via
email at Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

Government

Outstanding city employees named for September

• Door Prizes
including AVEDA gift sets
• Free Gift
with purchase
• Complimentary AVEDA hand treatments

Since 1985

701 W. Esplanade Avenue

465-9590
Open Tuesday through Friday 10 - 7, Saturday 9 - 4
Visit us at www.georgyssalonspa.com

St. Jerome Knights of Columbus

HALL RENTAL
Wedding • Wedding Receptions • Anniversary Parties
Baby or Bridal Showers • Rehearsal Dinners • Engagement Parties •
Sweet 15s/16s & Surprise Birthday Parties
Dances • Repasts • Christmas Parties • Meeting Room Available
Appointments available for viewing 7 days a week

We’ll
We’ll Customize
Customize a
a Package
Package to
to Suit
Suit Your
Your Budget!
Budget!

Full Service Catering Available

3310 Florida Ave. • 504/352-7107
FISH FRY 3pm-7pm BONCO 7:30PM NOV. 20

During an October 14, 2009 city director’s meeting, Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz presented
certificates to three outstanding employees for the month of September (from left)
Norma Treigle, Parks and Recreation Department; Albert Bertolino, Fleet Management
Department, and Jamie Gaudet, Information Technology Department. Treigle was also
honored as outstanding employee of the third quarter of 2009. In a proclamation presented to her Thursday night, Muniz cited her willingness to listen and fairness to all
employees with whom she comes in contact, her extensive knowledge of all parts of the
recreation department, going above and beyond to carry out a task and the pride she
takes in her work. Bertolino was recognized for being a valuable city asset with 30
years on the job and for his depth of knowledge about city equipment from large tractors and dozers to lawn mowers and his ability to offer supervisors meaningful support
information in the performance of their duties. Gaudet was recognized for his strong
support in modernizing the city’s computer system, from installation of new equipment
and software and new communication lines tying all the equipment together as the system grew. He was also thanked for his friendly cooperation with all city offices during
long days that stretched into nights to help bring each facet of the modernization to
completion.
Photo by Barry Sprague
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Need a vehicle?
Buy new or pre-owned?
By DOUG TURNER

During these tough economic times
buying new or pre-owned is a question
you will probably ask yourself when
you decide it’s time to purchase a car.
There are many factors that come into
play when purchasing a vehicle, such
as price, gas economy, resale value
and style.
Many people prefer to purchase new
vehicles. However, even with large
rebates and enticements such as zero
percent incentives, buying a new car
can still be very expensive. For example, the average price can range from
$33,000 for a moderately equipped
new 2010 domestic mid-sized sedan to
over $42,000 for a new loaded 2010
domestic full-size SUV. If you prefer
an import the prices are can be even
higher. A new 2010 import mid-sized
sedan lists for over $35,000, while a
new 2010 import full-size SUV lists
for nearly $46,000. It’s no wonder that
new car dealerships sales numbers
have dropped off 30 to 40 percent in
the past year.
If you do the math, a $35,000 vehicle financed for five years at 8.9 percent will land you with a payment of
$724.84 a month, which was the
monthly note on a moderately priced
house about 20 years ago.
One of the key factors in choosing a
“new or pre-owned” vehicle is of
course the monthly payment. If your
budget will only allow you to spend
$300 to $400 per month for a vehicle,
your buying choices are a really inexpensive new car, priced at $15,000 to
$18,000, or a pre-owned nicer vehicle
for a fraction of the price of a new one.
Consider this comparison. If you
purchase the new mid-sized import
sedan, which at $35,000 plus tax, title
and license will total to around
$38,000, put 10 percent down
($3,800) and finance $34,200, your
monthly note will be over $700 for the
next five years. But, if you shop
around and find the same three-yearold mid-sedan with average mileage
of 36,000 miles in nice condition, you
could pay as little as $18,500 based on
current market conditions. When you

add tax, title and license fees it will
put you in the $21,000 range. If you
put 10 percent down, totaling $2,100,
the balance to finance is $18,900,
which at 8.9 percent will only cost
$391.42 a month for the same five
years. That’s a savings of over 43 percent.
The reasons most people give for
buying a new car instead of a preowned vehicle is they want the “new
car smell,” the new car’s warranty and
not having to worry about how the
previous owner maintained and cared
for the vehicle. Today there are many
resources to aid the consumer when
purchasing a pre-owned vehicle. Some
manufacturers offer “certified” programs, complete with similar warranties as that of a new car. Companies
such as CarFax and VIN Check are
available today to provide you with a
complete history on any vehicle and
will take the mystery out of buying a
pre-owned vehicle. Nearly all preowned car dealers offer some kind of
warranty on the vehicles they sell and
can also offer extended warranty programs that mirror the manufacturer’s
new car warranty which can also be
financed along with the vehicle for a
few dollars more a month.
If you do your homework you may
decide that a pre-owned car fits your
needs and you should be able to find
the car of your dreams at a price that
works for you.
Doug Turner is president of Deal’n
Doug’s Autoplex, which stocks all
types of vehicles, cars, trucks, SUVs
and vans priced from $5,000 to
$25,000, located at 6900 Veterans
Boulevard in Metairie. Turner, in the
automobile business for over 30 years
and an eleven year member of the
Better Business Bureau, was recently
appointed by Governor Bobby Jindal
to the board of the Louisiana Used
Vehicle Commission, which licenses
and oversees the used vehicle industry
in Louisiana. Turner can be reached
at 887-3131 or online at doug_turner@dealndougs.com.
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Holiday Catering Entrées
Let Messina’s handle all of your holiday catering needs!

Creamed Spinach
Corn Bread Dressing
Oyster Dressing
Sweet Potato Casserole
Shrimp & Mirliton Casserole
String Bean and Artichoke Casserole
Artichoke Casserole
Turkey Roast with Brown Gravy (per turkey)
**Turkey averages 10 lbs. of all meat

Serves 10-12
Half pan

Serves 20-25
Whole pan

$45
$35
$55
$45
$55
$45
$45

$70
$65
$85
$70
$85
$70
$70
$75

Full menus
to compliment
our entrées!
2717 Williams Blvd.
Kenner, LA

469-7373
www.messinascatering.com

15

16

NOVEMBER 2009 KENNER STR

Parts Wear Out But
Relationships Don’t!
Relationships aren't
disposable. We have
customers who have
been coming to us for
35 years...because of
something we have
earned - their trust.
Through experience,
knowledge and a true
to the handshake promise
to find a solution, our
customers count on us
for honest, expert advice.
It's a promise our
customers can count on.
Today, and well down
the road.

Automatic
Transmission, Inc.
Dennis
Automotive
2220 Airline Drive,
Kenner
466-1381
Family owned and
operated since 1976
Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte, Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

You talk to your Doctor about
your health, Why not talk to
us about how to pay for your
healthcare?
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Airport

Privatizing Armstrong
International
By PATRICIA MALONE, Interim Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
In early August Facility Charges (PFCs) and charge rea2009, the New sonable fees to airlines. Provision must
Orleans Aviation Board submitted a pre- be made for continuing debt service on
liminary application to the Federal airport bonds or their retirement. The
Aviation Administration (FAA) to priva- New Orleans Aviation Board (NOAB)
tize Louis Armstrong New Orleans and the city can be exempted from an
International Airport. Congress estab- obligation to repay federal grants.
lished a demonstration airport privatizaUnder an agreement with a private
tion program to explore a means of gen- operator, the NOAB/City would require
erating access to sources of private capi- the private operator to improve the airtal for airport improvement and develop- port infrastructure including the airfield
ment. An air carrier airport such as and terminal areas. The selected private
Armstrong International may only be operator would be encouraged to use
leased to a private operator. As a neces- “best practices” regarding airport operasary step in the privatization process, the tions and management. As they are now,
FAA conducted a 30-day review of the safety and security considerations would
preliminary application, and accepted it be required to be of paramount concern
on September 8. 2009. Upon FAA to the private operator. The operator
approval of a preliminary application, an must be certified in accordance with all
airport can begin a bidding process to applicable airport standards and the
select a private operator to manage the Transportation Security Administration
airport. After the private operator is (TSA) would be required to approve the
selected, the airport then prepares a final operator’s airport security program.
application for privatization for submit- Passenger screening would continue to
tal to the FAA. The legislation approved be handled by TSA personnel with
by Congress allows up to five public air- premises security still provided by the
port sponsors to participate in this pro- Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s office and fire
gram. One may be a large hub airport protection provided by the New Orleans
and at least one a general aviation air- Fire Department. To improve the comport. Armstrong International is catego- petitive position and growth prospects
rized by FAA as a medium hub commer- for the airport, the airlines, airline users
cial service airport.
and residents of the city and the greater
Midway Airport in Chicago was the New Orleans metro area, a key element
first U.S. major airport to seek privatiza- of the proposed privatization would be
tion. Their $2.5 billion, first-of-a-kind an amended use agreement between the
deal fell through when the private private operator and the signatory airinvestors could not raise the money. The lines. It would replace the current agreetiming of a deal finalization and the glob- ment in effect. Regarding current airport
al credit crunch is blamed for nixing the employees, the airport would ensure fair
move. Their deal may see new life when and equitable treatment of all existing
the capital markets fully recover. employees with provisions regarding
Midway has been very vocal in encour- applicable ordinances, approvals, leases
aging other airports to seek privatization or concession agreements facilitating the
despite their challenges. The FAA antic- airport privatization. For more details on
ipates Chicago will submit a revised the privatization program, visit our webtimetable for the selection of a private site at www.flymsy.com.
operator.
Next steps, in addition to a bidding
If Armstrong is privatized, the benefit process for private operators, will be
to the city of New Orleans, the airport continued privatization discussions by
owner and program sponsor, is that the the NOAB with the airlines, attempts to
lease proceedings paid by the approved seek public input on the matter and the
privatization bidder may be used for drafting of a private operator concession
non-airport purposes. These funds could agreement/lease document. The NOAB,
help the city with its financial challenges the New Orleans City Council and
for construction and maintenance of crit- Mayor must approve the lease agreeical infrastructure projects within the city ment. At this writing, it is anticipated
as well as to address other critical city that the Request for Qualifications
financial obligations and requirements. (RFQ) for the operator will be issued late
Privatization would also provide private- this year with a Request for Bids issued
sector dollars to invest in the airport’s in the spring of 2010. The final applicafacilities. In addition, the airport may tion should be presented to the FAA in
continue to receive FAA Airport the fall of 2010, if the NOAB decides to
Improvement Program entitlement and pursue privatization. The NOAB is not
discretionary grants, collect Passenger
continued on next page
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Open MRI doesn’t have
to sacrifice image quality
By KEITH M. DARCEY
One of the most
important tools a
physician has to work with is a Magnetic
Resonance Imaging (MRI) scan. The
MRI uses a strong magnetic field with
pulses of radio waves to create an image
of the part of the body that needs to be
examined. The MRI is extremely useful
because it can scan the head, neck, muscles, spine, joints or blood vessels. The
images produced allow radiologists to
look for tumors, organ abnormalities or
defects, aneurysms, tendon or ligament
damage, and numerous other medical
conditions.
In the past, physicians depended on
closed MRIs to get the highest image
quality so that they could make the most
accurate diagnosis. The closed MRI
means that the patient slides into a surrounding cylinder for the duration of the
test, which can be anywhere from 25
minutes to 60 minutes, depending on the
area of the body being scanned. These
closed systems commonly range from
1.5 to 3 tesla (Tesla is the unit of strength
measurement for magnets) and have
been a gold standard for image quality.
Detailed images, with the least amount
of noise or false information that could
degrade the image, gives the radiologist
the clearest look at even the smallest
problem areas.
The closed system, however, has
drawbacks for people who are larger, as
they cannot fit into the machine and for
people with claustrophobia, who feel
encased for the duration of the test. Over
the years, open MRI machines without
sides were developed to help accommodate these patients and to give them more
room and an open feeling. To accomplish the open MRI, image quality suffered, as these open MRI machines traditionally were 0.2 or 0.3 telsa, far less
than closed MRI systems.
“Some patients just can’t fit into the
closed system or have a fear of being
placed in the cylinder,” says Dr. Rafael
Figueroa, radiologist and medical director of the East Jefferson General
Hospital Imaging Center. “Physicians
sent these patients to open systems
knowing that it was a lesser quality
image, but it was better than not getting

an image at all. That has all changed now
that we can offer openness without sacrificing image quality.”
One of the more recent breakthroughs
in open MRI has been the Panorama
1.0T High-Field MR made by Philips.
By changing the construction of the
machine’s magnetic field from horizontal to vertical and using a stronger magnet, image quality is now similar to the
1.5 tesla, closed MRI. This advancement
is a dramatic improvement in quality for
the doctor and comfort for the patient.
“The 1.0T High-Field MR we are
using is a tremendous leap forward in
MRI technology benefiting every part of
the body,” says Dr. Figueroa.
“Combining
high-field
magnetic
strength with the great patient comfort
found in open systems has been the Holy
Grail for us. And because there is room
for patients’ positioning, I even have the
ability to align the center of the magnet
with previously hard to scan areas such
as the elbows, arms and wrists.”
This open system also helps to keep
patients calm throughout the duration of
the test by positioning them in front of a
window and by giving them the freedom
to focus their attention on other things in
the room. Often, patients are apprehensive before and during the scan causing
them to nervously fidget instead of
remaining motionless. Slight movements
can disrupt the image resulting in the
need to re-scan the area.
“As a radiologist, I am excited
because, clinically, it is leaps and bounds
better than previous versions of this technology and because it provides an overall superior patient experience,” says Dr.
Figueroa.
Keith M. Darcey is a communications
specialist with East Jefferson General
Hospital located at 4200 Houma
Boulevard in Metairie. Darcey can be
reached
at
889-7110
or
at
kdarcey@ejgh.org. East Jefferson
General Hospital, Louisiana’s first
Nurse Magnet hospital, is a publicly
owned, not-for-profit community hospital, providing care to the residents of the
East Bank of Jefferson Parish and surrounding communities.

Privatizing Armstrong

Lunch & Dinner
(closed Sundays)
NEW ORLEANSʼ HOME COOKING!
Two Convenient locations...
One Great Menu!!!
KENNER
910 W. ESPLANADE

METAIRIE
1001 LIVE OAK

@ Chateau next to Burger King

between Bonnabel & Lake Ave.

463-3030
838-0022
www.mredsno.com

SIMPLIFY

Life i s
complicated

Enjoying y our m assage o r f acial s houldn't b e.

$

1

a m inute

For a ny m assage o r f acial w ith t his a d.
10 m inutes – 1 20 m inutes, a ll $ 1 a m inute.

Hair S tylesUnlimited
464-5949 • 3635 Florida Ave.
www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com

FAMILY LAW
ESTATE PLANNING
SOCIAL SECURITY CLAIMS
PERSONAL INJURY

• Mother
• Wife
• Community Leader
• Business Owner

Arita M. L. Bohannan
Attorney at Law

(continued from previous page)

obligated to privatize and may withdraw
from the process, if deemed necessary or
desirable. We look forward to working
through this process in the best interest of
the entire region.
Pat Malone may be reached at direc-

tor@flymsy.com. Check your local listings for the air time of the Armstrong
International Airport 30 minute television program, “Airport Alive” or view it
on the airport website by clicking on the
“Airport Alive” link on the homepage,
www.flymsy.com.

“Hard Working People Deserve a
Hard Working Attorney”
1201 Williams Blvd. Kenner, La • 468.1100
www.nolalawyer.com
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Hornets hope transition is easy with additions
By KEN TRAHAN
Despite making
the playoffs a year
ago, the New
Orleans Hornets
sputtered down the stretch and did not
look like a good NBA team. New
Orleans had become a poor rebounding
team with a soft baseline, little depth and
a plodding, half-court outfit despite the
presence of the league’s most electrifying
point guard.
Wisely, management did not sit still,
going out and re-shaping an aging roster.
Out went Tyson Chandler, Melvin Ely,
Ryan Bowen and Antonio Daniels.
Coming in were Emeka Okafor, Ike
Diogu, Darius Songaila, Darren Collison,
Marcus Thornton and Bobby Brown.
Unfortunately, Okafor and Diogu
missed most of the preseason with
injuries. While they are expected to be
healthy and ready to go with the season
underway, there was valuable time
missed to mesh and develop chemistry
with Chris Paul, David West and the rest.
If healthy, Okafor is a better offensive
player than Chandler and as good of a
rebounder. While not the defensive presence that Chandler is, he gives you a

4041 Williams Blvd, A-9
KENNER, LA 70065
Visit our Website @
theupsstorelocal.com/2976
Ph 504.443.2115
Fx 504.443.1022

post-up presence on the low block. On
paper, Okafor is the more durable player,
having not missed a regular season game
in two seasons.
Diogu is an improvement off the bench
at the power forward spot. He could fill
some minutes behind Okafor as well.
Songaila is a wily veteran who can provide some offensive lift and toughness
off the bench though he is more of a halfcourt player.
Of the younger additions, draft picks
Collison and Thornton figure prominently in the Hornets’ plans. Collison is quick
and a solid on-ball defender. Since the
departure of Jannero Pargo, the Hornets
have been a walk-it-up team when Paul
goes to the bench and one that cannot
penetrate or score. Collison has that ability, as does Bobby Brown, who has
shown flashes of speed and skill in the
preseason.
The 6’4, 205-pound Thornton provides
scoring punch. He has a pretty good
perimeter shot and the strength to get into
the paint and create despite being a bit
under-sized for the two-spot by NBA
standards. Based on the lack of productivity at this position, Thornton could

1
2
$ OFF SHIPPING
3

$ OFF SHIPPING
when you ship 1 package

$ OFF SHIPPING
when you ship 2 packages

when you ship 3 packages

actually start for the Hornets, at some
point, unless Morris Peterson suddenly
rediscovers his form of two years ago.
Another major concern would be
whether third-year player Julian Wright
can actually ascend to the starting role at
the small forward spot. Wright is long at
6’8”. He runs the floor well. He can
defend a few different spots with his
height quickness and leaping ability.
On the other hand, he is not good in the
half-court offense. He has little or no
shooting range and can get lost in the
offense at times. Still, the Hornets must
find out if he can play or not and he will
get a chance to do so.
Of course, top reserve James Posey is
ready to take up the slack if Wright falters. Posey averaged around 25 minutes
per game last season and may be called
on to do so again. He is a dependable
contributor.
Then, there is Peja Stojakovic. After an
injury-plagued, non-productive campaign last season, Stojakovic says he is
healthy. The Hornets are counting on him
to make shots. By bringing Stojakovic off
the bench, the Hornets feel they will prolong his career and hope that he will provide an offensive lift off the bench.
Hilton Armstrong likely makes the roster as a reserve center again. Though he
has had some good moments, Armstrong
has not distinguished himself in his three
previous seasons in New Orleans.
Sean Marks returns in a reserve role.
He performed admirably a year ago,
doing a solid job, playing with high energy off the bench. Veteran Devin Brown is
a defensive specialist.
Of course, the two key players remain
Paul and David West. “CP3” wore down
a little bit last year, playing too many
minutes and carrying too large of a role,
coming off of a busy off-season with the
U.S. National team. He figures to play
fewer minutes, allowing him to push the
pace more frequently, a role in which he
flourishes in.
West remained a consistent offensive
performer last season. He played hurt
down the stretch and was limited defensively and on the glass but he remains a
very good second option, a solid player.
Coach Byron Scott enters the final year
of his contract after failing to obtain an
extension. While Scott has done a fine
job here since 2004, leading the team to
the playoffs for the past two seasons,
expectations are high for the Hornets to
make the playoffs and at least advance.
Failure to do so may cause ownership to
start looking at other options.
The Western Conference remains highly competitive. The Lakers are still the
clear favorite to win the conference and
they added Ron Artest. San Antonio

Sports

made good moves to improve their team,
including adding Richard Jefferson and
Antonio McDyess.
Dallas did the same, adding Shawn
Marion and Drew Gooden. Despite losing Artest to the Lakers, the Rockets are
still a formidable team. If Tracy
McGrady returns to form, they will have
the boost they need. They added Trevor
Ariza to replace Artest.
Utah remains tough, especially on New
Orleans, led by Deron Williams and
Mehmet Okur. Phoenix is still capable
with Steve Nash and Amar’e Stoudemire
leading the way.
Portland is young and talented, led by
Brandon Roy and LaMarcus Aldridge.
Denver crushed the Hornets in the
playoffs a year ago and has Chauncey
Billups and Carmelo Anthony.
Golden State is a helter-skelter, dangerous offensive team, led by Stephen
Jackson and Monta Ellis. Kevin Martin
emerged as a star for Sacramento a year
ago. Minnesota has new leadership, a
new guard in Wayne Ellington and has Al
Jefferson back.
Oklahoma City is young, athletic and
improving. Kevin Durant is poised to
move into the top-tier of players in the
league. The Clippers have former
Hornets Baron Davis and Rasual Butler.
Memphis added Allen Iverson, if he can
remain healthy, to help Marc Gasol.
It may take time for the pieces to all fit
for New Orleans. Patience will be a great
virtue. Good health will be a more important virtue. If all expected to contribute
are on the floor, this should be an
improved team over last season.
The problem is a schedule that has
New Orleans opening with games at San
Antonio, Boston, New York and the
Lakers, along with a home game against
Dallas. Seven of the first 11 games are on
the road, not a recipe for a fast start. They
will need all hands on-deck during this
stretch.
Talent-wise, the Hornets look like a
playoff team again. While they do not
appear ready to challenge the Lakers for
Western Conference supremacy, getting a
top four seed and home court advantage
in the opening round of the playoffs is
attainable. For that to occur, the transition
with many additions will have to go
smoothly.
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of
WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and is president and general manager of neworleans.com Sports. Trahan is the also the
general manager and chairman of the
board of the Saints Hall of Fame
Museum in the Louisiana Superdome,
and runs the Life Resources Sports
Ministry.
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Should you consider a unit investment trust?
By JOHN L. PREVOST

Your life is hectic. Never-ending
spreadsheets and
business lunches consume your weekdays while weekend little league games
and dinner dates with old friends eliminate your down time. So, when are you
going to find the time to develop and
manage a well-diversified portfolio for
your investments? It is not an easy task to
choose an appropriate combination of
investments on your own, especially in
the midst of endless to-do lists. One idea
you may want to consider is a unit investment trust (UIT).
A unit investment trust is a basket of
securities including stocks, bonds and
closed-end funds that are objectively
hand picked by investment professionals.
Rather than buying individual shares of
securities, you buy units in a unit trust
and own a proportional share of all the
securities in the portfolio. It is a convenient way to invest because you are
relieved of the complex buy and sell
decisions that would come with managing your own portfolio independently.
UITs offer many other advantages as
well, including the opportunity for diversification, quality, tax efficiency, flexible
dividend reinvestment options, portfolio
control, liquidity, convenience and
affordability.
Diversification: Unit investment trusts
allow you to have a portfolio of at least
20 to 30 stocks spread across several economic sectors or concentrated into a single sector.
Quality: Unit trusts are built from
carefully selected securities, many of
which are from established, well-known
companies, which can serve as foundational investments for any portfolio.
Tax Efficiency: Your cost basis is
determined by your date of purchase, and
capital gains will not be taxed until your

portfolio matures or you sell your position. If you are eligible, you may take a
distribution-in-kind during the trust’s life
or when it matures, postponing tax consequences until you actually sell the individual securities.
Flexible Dividend Reinvestment
Options: With unit investment trusts,
you can reinvest your dividends as a
powerful yet simple way to compound
your growth.
Portfolio Control: Unit trusts make
your holdings easily visible. Once a portfolio is set up the securities in it generally do not change unless a company is
bought by or merged with another company, or if a company’s financial condition becomes irreparable. You know
exactly what you’re invested in at all
times, and you have the best of all worlds
– professional securities research, selection, supervision and control of your
portfolio.
Liquidity: You can liquidate a unit
trust before its termination date on any
business day at its net asset value (NAV)
minus any remaining deferred sales
charges. NAV is calculated at the close of
each business day based on the closing
prices of the securities in the portfolio.
Convenience: Though unit trusts consist of many individual securities, they’re
shown as a one-line item on your investment account statements. This allows for
easier record keeping and performance
tracking, consolidated dividend payments, and simpler tax reporting than
with portfolios of multiple individual
securities.
Affordability: For as little as $1,000,
you can own units in a unit trust and have
a degree of diversification that could
require $100,000 or more to obtain with
individual stocks and bonds.
For a busy investor who wants a
diverse portfolio, a unit investment trust

may be a suitable option. Remember that
shares in a unit trust may be worth more
or less than their original price when
sold, and the market value will fluctuate
with changes in market conditions and
the value of the underlying securities.
There may be special or additional risks
associated with the UIT, depending on
the focus or strategy of the UIT. The
sponsor of the UIT may terminate it earlier than the specified liquidation date of
the trust. Talk to your financial advisor
for more information.
John L. Prevost is a financial advisor
and first vice president of investments
with Wells Fargo Advisors. This column

was written by Wells Fargo Advisors and
provided courtesy of John Prevost whose
office is located at 111 Veterans
Boulevard, Suite 1800, in Metairie.
Prevost can be contacted at 834-2663.
The accuracy and completeness of this
article are not guaranteed. The material
is distributed solely for information purposes and is not a solicitation or an offer
to buy any security or instrument or to
participate in any trading strategy. Wells
Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC, is a
registered broker-dealer and a separate
non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo and
Company. Investments and insurance
products are not FDIC-insured, not
bank-guaranteed and may lose value.

KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD.
KENNER, LA 70065
504-443-5152

Neighborhood Watch
(continued from page 1)

“Officer Guggenheim and I are in constant contact with the Neighborhood
Watch groups to keep them aware of
the latest situations. For example, if we
get reports of teenagers coming out at
midnight or later, breaking into vehicles, we share that information with the
Neighborhood Watch groups.”
Chief Caraway says that, in fact,
there has been a sharp drop in vehicular
break-ins in Kenner in part because
Neighborhood Watch members have
been on the lookout for thieves who go
through a sub-division or neighborhood
trying the doors of vehicles in the hope

someone didn’t lock their car doors.
“The other thing that we hope happens if you become a member of
Neighborhood Watch is that we’ll be
able to convince you not to be one of
those people who leave your house or
your vehicle unlocked,” said Chief
Caraway. “As people become more
aware of the threat that crime poses,
even in a very safe community like
Kenner, they take steps to make themselves safe, they remind their neighbors
to be safe and they become much more
observant and cognizant of possible
threats against their community.”

KENNER’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!
Se habla Español

METAIRIE & WESTBANK LOCATIONS
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November gardening tips
By LYNNE DIMM
November is a great month
for gardening and to be outdoors enjoying. In the deep
South the trees are not yet beginning to turn but the
season is still called fall. It is January before the color
change comes to our tree’s leaves and usually only a
few such as sweet gum, crepe myrtle, red maple and
rain tree do show some color.
Mums are available this month and they can be
found in bright rust, yellow, orange, red, bronze, pink,
white and purple. Mums bloom twice a year, so after
the fall bloom, cut the plant down to the ground. It
should begin to grow right away and will bloom again
when spring rolls around. The plant will double in
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grass throughout winter now is the time to sow rye
grass seed on top of your existing lawn with a bag of
888 lawn fertilizer or winterizer. You will have a very
green lawn and your grass will grow all winter.
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving and holiday season.
Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s Nursery,
LLC, located at 27 West 27th Street, is a registered
and licensed Louisiana horticulturist and landscape
contractor, is a wholesale grower of bedding plants
and has over 30 years experience in the industry.
Lynne Dimm can be reached via email at lynnedimm@yahoo.com or by calling 468-5467.

Real Estate

By LINDA R. MARTIN

SMALL JOBS

Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

size so it’s a good space filler between shrubs.
Alyssum, dianthus, pansies, petunias and other cool
weather plants can still be planted in November. A
freeze will not kill these plants if they are well
watered when the temperature dips below 32 degrees.
They may look wilted the morning after a freeze but
they will revive as the day warms up.
Even though our really hot days are mostly behind
us, gardens will still need to be watered once a week
and twice a week if windy and dry.
If roses look shaggy they can be trimmed now, but
do heavy pruning in January.
Put down winterizer fertilizer now on the lawn and
garden to feed roots all winter. If you want green

Gardening

Patio Covers
Glass Rooms
Room Additions
Screened Rooms
Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

504-467-6998

EE TES
FRTIMA
ES

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941
Fax (504) 888-8120

Whenever a natural disaster is
broadcast on the news –
whether a tropical storm hitting
a state along the Atlantic
Ocean, wildfires in the west or – it serves as a
reminder how hazardous water, wind, fire and earth
movement can be to your home, perhaps your most
cherished and largest investment. But, there are
immediate actions you can take to protect your property and prevent major damage should one of these
elements strike in the future. Depending on the age of
your home and the building codes in your area, some
of these improvements may already be in place.
Water
Apart from major flooding, most damage occurs
when water seeps in through cracks and leaks. Make
sure that windows and doors are well sealed. Seal any
cracks and holes in the foundation and exterior walls.
Repair or replace roof shingles around any area that
allows water to penetrate the roof sheathing. Check
for holes or air leaks in the attic. Inspect your sump
pump regularly to make sure that it is working properly. Install or make sure that the flashing, a thin
metal strip, around the doors, windows, thresholds,
chimney and roof are intact.
Wind
Minimize the damage by keeping the wind from
getting inside your home. Windows and glass doors
should be fitted with impact-resistant laminated glass
or covered with impact-resistant shutters. Consider
solid wood or hollow metal doors, which are more
likely to resist wind pressure and flying debris. There
are also roofing products with high wind resistance
available.
Insurance
Of course, there may be times when no amount of
prepping can protect your home. However, homeowners insurance can help protect you financially in
case something happens to your property or its contents. Most standard homeowners insurance policies
include structural coverage and personal property
coverage. You may also need additional coverage
against earthquake, hurricane and fire.
Be aware that flood damage is not covered under

the traditional homeowners insurance policy. Flood
insurance needs to be purchased separately through
the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), a federal program. It is available to nearly 20,000 communities across the U.S. and its territories that participate in the NFIP. Flooding can be caused by heavy
rains, melting snow, inadequate drainage systems,
failed protective devices such as levees and dams, as
well as by tropical storms and hurricanes. So,
although you may be in a low to moderate risk area,
you may still want to consider this coverage.
Periodically review your homeowner’s insurance
policy to make sure that you are adequately covered
to rebuild your home and replace your contents.
If there is ever damage to your personal property,
having a home inventory can make it easier when filing an insurance claim. Start with a sheet a paper for
each room in the house. Go around the room and list
every item. Don’t forget the attic, basement or other
storage places. For each item, write the original cost,
purchase date, replacement cost, model number,
brand name, where purchased and a general description. In addition, take photos or video of each room
for visual documentation. It is also a good idea to
arrange valuable collections, silver, jewelry, etc. and
take close up photos. Make sure you update your
home inventory photos and list at least once a year.
When weather-related disasters strike, what’s most
important is your safety and that of your family.
However, by taking precautions to protect your
home, you can possibly help keep damage to a minimum; or in the case of severe damage, make sure that
you have the financial means to rebuild.
For more information, go to www.disastersafety.org
or www.fema.gov.
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can
be reached at 443-6464 or at her office located at
4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA, USA.
Prudential Gardner Realtors is an independently
owned and operated member of Prudential Real
Estate Affiliates, Inc., a Prudential Financial company. Visit the Prudential website at www.prudentialgardner.com.
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Financial Thanksgiving
By GUY WILLIAMS
Thanksgiving
is my wife’s
favorite holiday.
We get together specifically to give
thanks. The football and food aren’t
bad either.
It is interesting to note, when the
pilgrims celebrated Thanksgiving
they were grateful and held their celebration because only half of them
had died during the winter. That certainly puts our current economic
problems in perspective. It is a good
time to stop and consider our blessings. This year, we can begin with
no hurricanes, not just here, but anywhere in the U.S.
One of the things that we like to do
at our house is go around the table
and list what we are thankful for
beginning with the children and
extending to the oldest family member present. Some of the most touch-

ing thoughts tend to come from the
very young and the very old. If you
don’t do something like this at your
house I would recommend that you
try it this year.
Attached to Thanksgiving is generosity. It is hard to be selfish when
you consider God’s generosity to us.
In thinking about His generosity, we
use this occasion to consider ways
that we can be more generous.
I would like to suggest three. The
first is simple. Go to the frequent
flyer website for any airline that you
have frequent flyer miles with and
give the miles away. All of the major
programs allow you to do this; to
help soldiers return home, cancer
patients to travel, and make-a-wish
participants to visit our cities. The
process is simple, and you can pick
the group that you want to help.
The second way to be generous is


Health
For men in their 60s, concerns
about enlarged prostate among
good reasons for regular checkups
By ALLAN KATZ
There are plenty of good reasons for
a male entering his 60s to schedule regular medical checkups, but among the
most pressing is the likelihood of an
enlarged prostate.
“We would hope that a man entering
his 60s would have long since previously begun a schedule of regular
checkups,” says Dr. Robert McLaren,
an urologist on the staff of Ochsner
Medical Center-Kenner. “But, amazingly, there are large numbers of men
who don’t schedule annual or twice-ayear checkups. Instead, they call the
doctor only if they are in pain or feel
sick. For those men, after or around age
60, one of the causes likely to make
them call their doctor is an enlarged
prostate. They are likely to feel pain
and an urgent need to urinate frequently.”
Dr. McLaren, who is originally from
Erie, Pennsylvania and recently began
his practice in Kenner at the Ochsner
Medical Center, says that males who
receive regular checkups will be
relieved to know there are several
effective methods of treatment for an
enlarged prostate, especially when the
condition is diagnosed early.
“These include several different
classes of medications that are often
sufficient to relieve the condition,” said
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Banking
to give away anything that you
aren’t using. It could be a car, boat,
clothes or furniture. We like to give
to Bridge House and to the disabled
American Veterans but there are lots
of groups that will accept donations.
This pre holiday period is a great
time to clear your closets. An interesting side benefit is that psychologists have found that people with
less clutter tend to think more clearly.
Another way to give and one of the
most important, is to give time. Most
schools have room for volunteer
coaches, tutors, etc. Habitat for
Humanity has ongoing building
projects and accepts volunteers with
all skill levels. If you don’t know
how you can help, the Greater New
Orleans Foundation has a program to
match volunteers with charities.
Everyone who actively volunteers

will tell you that it is one of the most
rewarding things that they do. Try it
and you’ll like it.
Finally, it is a good idea to pick a
deserving charity and begin to support them systematically with a
monthly or weekly donation. All of
our local churches and non-profits
are struggling financially. Your help,
even at a low level, can make a great
difference.
So, before the football and food –
give thanks.
Guy Williams is president and
chief executive officer of Gulf Coast
Bank and Trust Company. Their
Kenner branch office is located at
3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian
Behlar, branch manager, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast
Bank and Trust’s website at
www.gulfbank.com.

Rates As
Low As

DEAL N DOUG’S

3.99%

6900 Veterans Blvd., Metairie

Autoplex

“I’m Dealin”

887-3131
Dr. McLaren. “For cases that do not
respond to the medications, there are
surgical techniques, including recently
developed laser surgery.”
Dr. McLaren said regular checkups
make good sense for men long before
they reach their 60s, including screening for prostate cancer.
“In this day and age, with all that we
know about the benefits of regular medical checkups, its amazing there are still
large numbers of men who don’t see a
doctor on at least an annual basis for
checkups,” he said. “But there are men
who feel uncomfortable about being
examined. Unfortunately, they put
themselves at considerable risk.”
Dr. McLaren said he is very
impressed with the Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner. “Many of my elderly or
handicapped patients comment how
accessible Ochsner Medical CenterKenner is, the extensive parking that is
available and how handicapped-friendly a facility it is,” said Dr. McLaren.
“Many tell me that of all the medical
facilities in Jefferson Parish, Ochsner
Medical Center-Kenner is the most
accessible, especially for those who
have trouble getting around, use walkers or canes or wheelchairs. I think this
is one of the best medical facilities that
I’ve seen in this region.”

HUGE CHOPPER SALE
the chopper man is chopping prices all month long
Save big on cars, trucks, SUVʼs and vans
Great selection of “Highline Vehicles” priced from
$499000 to $25,99000

FREE

1 Year
Warranty

“Shop us or you’ll pay too much for your next vehicle!!”

K US
CHEC LINE
N
OUT O

11 Year
Member

www.dealndougs.com

Family Owned & Operated

BREAKFAST, LUNCH
& CATERING
COFFEES & PASTRIES

HOLID
A
CATER Y
ING!
See menu at www.caffelatteda.com
Call ahead for takeout!

Mon-Sat 6:30 AM - 6:00 PM • Sunday 7:30 AM - 3:00 PM
(Kitchen closes at 3:00 p.m. daily)
5860 CITRUS BLVD. (corner Dickory) HARAHAN
818-0051 818-0053 (Fax)
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Scrapbook memories – Part two
By ED CLANCY

Back
in June I
g a v e
you “36
years of scrapbook memories
– Part one.” I shared with you
mementos of people I have
encountered in my years in
broadcasting, like World War
II hero Audie Murphy, and
Richard Nixon (whom I interviewed in Syracuse in the
early sixties). I mentioned
Ernie Banks, the great
Chicago Cubs star, and my
hero Brother Dave Gardner,
the southern hippie comedian
who came to New Orleans in a
comeback attempt, which,
sadly, failed. In writing the
previous column, I came to
realize that my memory scrapbook covers more than the 36
years I have been in New
Orleans. So, a title change is
in order. Here we go with
“Scrapbook memories, part

two.”
I’m now holding a small
note from Orson Bean, which
he sent to me after I interviewed him on WWL AM in
1988.
“Thanks for your nice note,
Ed Clancy. Maybe our paths
will cross in New Orleans.
People listen to your show.
My friend Carling Dinkler,
whose name I mentioned, got
calls. All the best, Orson
Bean.”
Now, some of you may
know Orson from his more
recent appearances in the TV
show “Dr. Quinn, Medicine
Woman.” But I first saw
Orson back in the fifties on
one of those classic TV drama
shows, possibly “Studio One,”
on a Christmas Eve. I don’t
remember the plot, but I do
remember that he made a
Christmas tree entirely out of
newspapers. I was probably

We are a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
great difference in the care, service and value your
family receives. If you ever have a question or would
like more information feel free to call or stop by.

12 years old at the time and I
was fascinated. He simply
rolled together about ten
sheets of newspaper in a special way that I remember to
this day. Then he reached into
the middle of the roll and
pulled up a tree trunk with
newspaper leaves branching
out. Voila! A Christmas tree.
Years later I mystified my two
daughters with the Orson
Bean tree, and they begged me
to do it every Christmas.
I have in my hand a note
from Janet Waldo. You know
probably don’t know what she
looks like, but you know her
voice. She first got famous
playing the part of Corliss
Archer in the radio comedy of
the same name in the forties
and fifties. The note reads,
“Dear Ed, (Ace Talk Show
Host!)...I am aghast at my
procrastination in sending you
the “Corliss” tape...I will
though, and something will be
on the way to you soon.” This
was in the late eighties. I still
haven’t received the tape. But
I don’t need it. Janet Waldo’s
voice is so unique, rather
warm and bubbly with a big
smile in it. If you ever heard it
you would not forget it. I
assume you have heard it
because Janet went on to be
the voice of Judy Jetson in
Hanna-Barbera’s legendary
animated TV series, “The
Jetsons.” Just before the man
who played George Jetson

died, a theatrical “Jetson”
movie was made, but the part
of Judy was given to a teenage
singer named Tiffany. The
original Judy Jetson was not
thrilled with that. Janet Waldo
is the only original Jetson still
living, (and thriving at the age
of 91), and has accepted the
fact that her legacy will be
that she was the daughter of
George Jetson. She gave me a
clue when she signed her note
to me, (which made no mention
of
Judy
Jetson),
“Spacefully yours, Janet.”
Here’s a photo from the
Slidell Times showing me,
Archbishop Philip Hannan,
John Perkins (former lead
singer of the Crew Cuts, who
was entertainment editor of
the Times), and the incomparable Bob Hope. Mr. Hope
was the headliner at the
Archbishop’s
Catholic
Charities Benefit in the seventies. Bob and The Arch, as we
call him, were great friends
and for Hannan’s 80th birthday, in 1993, I decided to get
Bob
Hope
involved.
Coincidentally, Hope was celebrating his 90th birthday by
taping a TV special in
California. I contacted his
daughter, who was producing
the special, to see if, during a
break, Bob would tape a short
salute to his friend Philip
Hannan that we could show
during the Archbishop’s birthday extravaganza at the Hilton

Hotel. I was told Bob would
not be able to do that, but he
did send a funny letter of congratulations which arrived just
before the banquet, and I was
able to read it from the dais.
The Arch was surprised and
pleased.
I am now looking at a picture of one of the great ladies
of daytime television, Jeanne
Cooper. You know her as the
imperious, scheming and diabolical Katherine Chancellor
on “The Young and the
Restless.” I know her as a
hoot. On my WWL radio
show she was one of the nicest
and funniest guests I ever had.
The picture she sent me later,
one of those eight by ten
glossies, was signed to my
wife. It read, “Darling Norma,
we must stop sharing Ed.
Love, Jeanne Cooper.”
Now, here’s a find. An autographed show program signed
by Judy Garland. I’ll never
forget that night. Nosiree. I
was as nervous as a Nawlin’s
debutante and – darn it, I ran
out of space again. You’ll just
have to come back to the
Kenner Star for another
episode of “Scrapbook memories.”
Ed Clancy is host of
“Jefferson Journal” seen
each week on Cox Cable
channel 6 in Jefferson Parish.
Clancy can be reached via
email at Edclancy2@aol.com.

Government

Carroll and Dawson in Kenner District 1
council race runoff set for November 14
On Saturday, October 17 five Democrats
were on the ballot to fill the unexpired term
for Kenner’s District 1 council seat, formerly held by Marc Johnson, who was elected to
the Louisiana Fifth Circuit Court of Appeal.
Gregory W. Carroll, who received 281 votes
with 25 percent of the vote, and Robert
Dawson, who received 331 votes with 30
percent of the total 1,120 votes cast, will face
each other in a runoff on Saturday,
November 14. The seat is currently occupied
by Sharon T. Augillard who was appointed
by the council as an interim council member.

Carroll is a manager for a hurricane recovery non-profit organization. Dawson, a
physician, is the associate medical director
of St. Charles Community Health Center in
Kenner.
Of the other three candidates, Earl Smith
had 273 votes, 179 were cast for “Dee” Dunn
and “Mike” Austin, Sr. had 56 votes.
The winner of the runoff on Saturday,
November 14 will finish Johnson’s term
which ends June 30, 2010. The election for a
new four year term will be held on March 27,
2010.
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Clunker care for car owners
By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
Not everyone ted a very small fraction of American
who owned a consumers because many did not qualify
rusting relic trad- for the program and others were very
ed in their car hesitant to spend money for a new car,
under the federal government’s “Car thus keeping their current vehicles
Allowance Rebate System” or CARS. longer. Motorists who treat their vehicles
More widely known as “cash for clunk- as valuable investments and commit to
ers,” the program has been responsible regular vehicle maintenance will end up
for taking well over 300,000 aged vehi- saving a lot of money in the long run. It
cles off the road, models which were gas has been noted that the difference in the
savings over a four year period between
guzzlers and polluted heavily.
Here are some tips for drivers on how keeping a car and buying a new one is
to extend the life of their vehicle. By fol- over $10,000. Maintaining your current
lowing these tips many cars can be driv- vehicle is a good economic option.
Preventive maintenance tips
en for several more years which means
To help ensure reliability and safety
owners won’t have to fork over monthly
payments for their new ride, a downside while extending vehicle life the following preventative maintenance steps will
of the CARS plan.
help.
Your valuable investment
Change the oil and filter every 3,000
“Cash for Clunkers” has only benefit-
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and safety.
Inspect the windshield wipers and
lights on the car. Lights and wipers play
a major role in safe driving and they are
normal wear items that need periodic
replacement.
If you follow these solid tips you can
extend the life of your car and avoid
costly new car payments while still getting many more years out of your
favorite ride.

to 5,000 miles or according to the
owner’s manual’s guidelines. Periodic
oil and filter changes keep your engine
clean on the inside.
Check the tire pressure at least monthly, including the spare. Your car’s tires
affect its ride, handling, traction and
safety.
Schedule a tune-up annually to optimize your car’s performance. A welltuned engine delivers the best balance of
power and fuel economy and produces
the lowest level of emissions.
Have the alignment checked at least
annually. Potholes and other road conditions, as well as normal wear, can take
their toll on your car’s steering and suspension. A wheel alignment reduces tire
wear, improves fuel economy and handling, and increases driving enjoyment

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of
Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated full-service tire
and automotive shop, located at 4200
Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store
hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on
Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website
is www.scottystireauto.com.

Health

Lose weight and get in shape at Elmwood Fitness Center-Kenner
By PAOLO ZAMBITO

October
has
come and gone,
but it’s likely you
are still munching
on leftover Halloween candy. And the
holidays are fast approaching.
Thanksgiving will be here before you
know it and Christmas is right around
the corner. So add turkey, dressing,
Christmas cookies and cocktails to that
leftover Halloween candy, and what
you’ve got is a recipe for disaster to your
waistline.
Traditionally, the holidays are a time
when people allow themselves to
indulge for a few months, vowing to
start back on that diet and exercise regimen in the new year. But this season,
with the help of some classes and programs at Elmwood Fitness CenterKenner, you can stay on track throughout the holidays and maybe even drop a
few pounds.
This smaller but convenient location
provides the same top notch customer
service and knowledgeable staff as all of
the Elmwood facilities. It has a variety
of cardio equipment including treadmills, elliptical machines and recumbent
bikes. If you need a strength workout,
several weight machines and free
weights are available. You can even
relax with a smoothie or supplement bar
after your workout.
A full group fitness schedule is offered
with classes in the newly renovated
group fitness studios. Some of the classes include:
Body Pump – A rapid fat-burning
class that uses barbells to give you the
fastest way to tone and condition muscles.
Pilates – Uses lengthening, toning and
strengthening exercises based on Pilate
technique to stretch and tone yourself to
a new level.

Silver Sneakers I – Muscular strength
and range of movement class designed
for older adults. Exercises address
strength,
flexibility,
muscular
endurance, balance, coordination, agility, speed and power.
Silver Sneakers Cardio Circuit –
Increases cardiovascular and muscular
endurance power with a standing circuit
workout.
Spinning – Ride designed to fill the
needs of the average cardio exerciser
and the tri-athlete alike.
Turbo Kick – Cardiovascular challenge complete with a sport specific
warm-up, bouts of intense intervals, easy
to follow combinations, and kickboxing
specific strength/endurance training.
Yoga – Designed for participants of all
levels to work at their own pace as modifications will be given during class by
the instructor.
Additionally, members and non-members of Elmwood Fitness Center-Kenner
looking to get healthy and shed a few
pounds are encouraged to take part in
some new programs being offered. The
three month “Weight No More” program
includes a medical evaluation and cardiopulmonary stress test, as well as six
nutrition consultations, personalized
exercises, 36 sessions with a personal
trainer and much more.
Participants in “The Biggest Loser
Challenge” are motivated by competing
with other teams and members of the fitness center throughout a 10 week period.
The program is guided by one of our certified personal trainers and offers three
nutrition lectures by our licensed nutritionist to assist with establishing healthy
eating habits.
The “Military Training Boot Camp” is
a six week program for any level of fitness designed to enhance strength, cardiovascular endurance, flexibility, agili-

ty, functional movement, speed, and
overall quality of life.
For more information or program
costs, contact Tavis Piattoly, MS, RD,
director of health and fitness, at 8426152 or tpiattoly@ochsner.org.

officer at Ochsner Medical CenterKenner and has served in this role for
four years. Zambito has been at the
Kenner facility for over 18 years. For
more information, please contact OMCKenner at the corner of West Esplanade
and Loyola Avenues in Kenner or call
468-8600.

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

• Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast
Thursday, November 12, at 6:00 p.m.
at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member.

Edward Nikolaus, Jr.
Owner

Over 25 Years Experience • Works With Any Insurance Company • Lifetime Warranty

WORLD CLASS COLLISION AND DETAIL CENTER
2835 Virginia Street

•

Kenner

•

467-7775
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Food drive
(continued from page 1)

ber of requests for meals,” says Diane
Plauche, food bank coordinator.
“Many individuals who have never
before sought our assistance now are
asking for help for themselves and
their families. We are fortunate
because Kenner residents have historically been incredibly generous and I

know they will be again, especially in
this time of great need.”
Eddie Cerise, president of Local
4342, says the city’s postal workers
take great pride in their role in the
annual food drive. “It’s hard to believe
that 20 years have passed since we
began this effort,” said Cerise. “In

CENTURY
TITLE
“WE CLOSE REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS FOR YOU”
RANDY LOVITT
Notary Public

many ways, it seems like we just got
started. All of the postal workers are
proud of our role in the food drive. We
are also grateful for the support we get
for the food drive from local postal
officials. They work closely with us
and are just as supportive as we are of
the food drive. We letter carriers are
particularly thankful to the residents
who make the drive successful each
year by donating the food.”
Steven Montegut, postmaster for
Kenner’s two offices, said, “We are
very pleased that the Postal Service
has permitted us to do this for the
community. We know there’s a great
need and we’re glad to be part of helping put food on the table for so many
people who are needy. Our employees

at the Post Office are proud to do our
part.”
This year the brown donation bags
were sponsored by the Kenner
Professional Business Association,
Kenner District 3 Councilman Ben
Zahn, Kenner Central Lions Club,
Aparicio, Walker and Seeling, Inc.
and BFM Corporation. “Without their
bag sponsorship there would be no
food drive. And a big thanks to the
Local 4342 letter carriers for their
dedication throughout the past 20
years to the food bank,” said Plauche.
“We know we can count on them
every year.”
For more information about the food
drive, call Kenner Community
Services at 468-7293.

Information technology
(continued from page 1)

R E A L E S TAT E
TITLE TRANSFERS
Real Estate Sales, Mortgages,
Donations, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
• Expert Closing Assistance — In Operation over 15 years
• In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys — You’ll need this
• We keep you Informed — We return your Calls
• Our Costs are Competitive — Our Work is Accurate
110 Veterans Blvd., Suite 360 • Metairie, Louisiana 70005

830-7979

FAX 831-2609

system will allow instant communications by phone, radio and email for city
employees and the police,” said
Morris. The Information Technology
Department is also responsible for
maintenance, programming and installation for all phones, phone-related
hardware and phone-related software
for the city.
Mayor Muniz says the Department
of Information Technology has been a
tremendous success, not only in saving
money but also in creating systems that
the city of Kenner owns in perpetuity.
Morris said her department has
worked to improve productivity by
better managing technologies such as
emails. She said that in 2009 to date,

senders attempted to place more than
10.2 million emails in the city system.
But, she said, safeguards placed in the
email
system
by
Information
Technology blocked more than 9 million emails that were “spam,” having
nothing to do with city business. Also
blocked, she said, were more than
2,900 viruses that – had they been
allowed into the city’s computer system – might have crippled the entire
system for weeks at a time.
“Our department is staffed by city
employees who are very technically
skilled,” said Morris. “It is also vastly
less expensive to have this work done
by city employees than by someone
else’s outside contract workers.”

Governor Jindal
(continued from page 5)

either Lt. Governor Mitch Landrieu or
State Treasurer John Kennedy. In
recent weeks, Kennedy has taken the
lead on the important issue of streamlining government and has acted more
like a governor than Jindal. He is conducting media interviews each day and
offering concrete ideas on how to save
taxpayer money. One of Kennedy’s
proposals is to refurbish Charity
Hospital instead of building an expensive new LSU teaching hospital.
Again, Jindal has been largely absent
from the political debate on the issue
of streamlining state government or
determining the future of health care in
New Orleans. If Jindal had shown
leadership, he could have resolved the
hospital conflict months ago.
With Kennedy leading on the state
level and Vitter leading on the national
level, Jindal figured it was time to
return to the political stage. Yet, his
message of health care compromise

will not endear him to conservative
voters in Louisiana or to Republican
activists nationwide. A large majority
of Republicans want to defeat the president’s health care plan, not compromise with him. Clearly, Jindal has his
eyes on the White House, but his position on health care will not help him
reach his goal.
Jeff Crouere is a native of New
Orleans and his Louisiana based television program, “Ringside Politics,”
airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at
10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS television
station WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and
from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekedays on radio station WGSO 990 AM
in New Orleans and the north shore.
Crouere is a political analyst for
WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s
website at www.ringsidepolitics.com
or email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Tameka comes home to give back
By SHARON SOLOMON

Thanksgiving is
the time for each
of us to be thankful for all we have.
One of Kenner’s “own” knows the meaning of thankfulness and decided it was
time to give back to Kenner. Tameka
Johnson, or “Meek” as her dearest and
nearest refer to her, homegrown in
Kenner, is now one the WNBA’s most
famous and outstanding players with the
Phoenix Mercury. She began her career in
Kenner playing AAU girl’s basketball as a
Kenner Angel. Remember all those tournaments the Kenner Convention and

Visitors Bureau brought to Kenner? She
played in many of those and in others all
over the country representing Kenner as
an Angel and paving the way for a career
in to the pros. The Ponchartrain Center,
Galatas Gym, Muss Bertolino...those
were her homes. She hasn’t forgotten her
roots and came to Kenner on October 15,
16 and 17, 2009, to give back to those
who gave to her and to inspire youth, families and the community to reach their
own goals and objectives through a foundation called Heaven Opens Peoples Eyes
(HOPE).
Her weekend started at her alma mater,

Bonnebal High School, where she spoke
at an assembly, met with old teachers and
her principal and inspired the freshman to
be all they can be and more. Next was an
inspirational visit to Chateau Living
Center where Meek visited, signed autographs, played and danced during karaoke
and filled the LIving Center with laughter
and fun. She left the residents smiling and
filled with love. Thank you, Tameka!
She spent the rest of the weekend in
New Orleans and Baton Rouge raising
money for her foundation and left us left
in Kenner feeling inspired by her “can do
spirit.”

At the Kenner Convention and Visitors
Bureau we are thankful we were able to
help facilitate Tameka’s goals in giving
back to Kenner and spreading the word of
her foundation. Please have a wonderful
and spiritual Thanksgiving...and don’t forget the oyster dressing.
Sharon Solomon is the marketing director for the Kenner Convention and
Visitors Bureau, located at 2100 Third
Street in Rivertown. Sharon Solomon can
be reached at 464-9494, via email at kennercvb@aol.com or at www.kennercvb.
com.

Latin American News


Domestic abuse
By RAFAEL E. SADDY

Domestic violence is a pattern
of behavior in any
relationship that is
used to gain or maintain power and control over another person. It can happen
between past or current partners, spouses, boyfriends and girlfriends. Abuse is
physical, sexual, emotional, economic or
psychological actions or threats of
actions that influence another person.
This includes any behaviors that frighten, intimidate, terrorize, manipulate,
hurt, humiliate, blame, injure or wound
someone. Domestic violence can happen
to anyone of any race, age, sexual orientation, rich, poor, teen, adult, elderly religion or gender. It can happen to couples
who are married, living together or who
are dating. Domestic violence affects
people of all socioeconomic backgrounds and education levels. For teens,
relationship abuse often takes the form
of extreme possessiveness and jealousy.
Abusers try to manipulate their dating
partners by making all the decisions,
putting them down in front of friends,
threatening to kill themselves, stalking
them or forcing them to have sex. Help
is available to anyone that is suffering
from domestic abuse and language
should not be a barrier to seek help
because assistance is also available in
Spanish.
Esperanza Consultants offers a domestic violence program with the goal that
challenges participants to think critically
and reflectively about their lives, the
women they have assaulted and the
impact of battering on their children. The
curriculum is designed to help men stop
battering by achieving five objectives to
help the participant understand his acts
of violence; to increase the participant’s
understanding of the causes of his violence; to increase the participant’s will-

ingness to change his actions; to encourage the participant to become accountable and to provide the participant with
practical information on ways to change
abusive behavior. In addition to the
domestic violence program, Esperanza
Consultants also offers Hispanic Driver
Improvement Substance Abuse/DWI
Program, JPHSA COA Program:
Children of Alcoholics Support Groups,
Group Therapy Substance Abuse and
Referral Services. For more information
call 914-8850 or 908-3229.
Community events
November 7: Asociación de
Colombia coronation and gala dance of
Miss Colombia Queen 2009-2010,
Saturday November 7. For information
call 486-1771.
November 12: Latin American Civic
Association of Louisiana (LACAL),
general meeting and planning for 2010.
For information call 464-4619.
November 14: Asociación de
Guatemala coronation and gala dance of
Miss Guatemala Queen 2009-2010,
Saturday November 14 at the Jefferson
Orleans North, 2600 Edenborn Avenue
in Metairie from 10:00 p.m. until 2:00
a.m. Music by Cuarteto Latino. For
information call 235-3815.
November 21: Latin Fest by Jazz and
Heritage Festival at Zephyrs Park, 11:00
a.m.-8:00 p.m. For information call 5586100
November 21: Latin Fest Noche,
10:00 p.m. at Sugar Mill, 1021
Convention Center with Frank Reyes,
Hnos. Rosarios and Extreme. For information call 850-766-4602.
Hablemos Claro KTV-76: Hispanic
TV program with topics of interest to the
community, every Wednesday at 9:00
p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more
information and program schedule go to
www.kenner.la.us and click the K-TV76

logo.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center
at 4312 Florida Avenue: Numerous
events are being offered such as The Pro
Bono Project, a free legal consultation
on civil matters and an after school
youth program, ESL, bingo and Spanish
classes among others. For information
call 469-2571.
I leave you with this thought: “Persons

$

that value its privileges above its principles soon lose both!” 
Rafael E. Saddy is president of the
Latin American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy at
lacal1234@bellsouth.net.
Correspondence for LACAL can be sent
to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 700640284.
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Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner Work • Struts
Brake Service • Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups CV Joints • Fuel Injection Cleaning

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireauto.com
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Mayor warns
(continued from page 5)

He also does not want residents to lose
services nor does he want Kenner’s citizen’s safety to be in jeopardy with cuts to
the police and fire department.
What’s left? The mayor could cancel
capital building projects and transfer the
money to the operating budget, but that is
only a temporary fix as it is not a recurring
source of revenue. The only logical
options are increases in the property tax
millage rates and/or to create or levy user
fees or some combination of both.
Only the council can affect changes to
the property tax millage rates. There are
two ways to do that. One is to offer the
voters a proposal on a ballot, but there is a
small window of opportunity in the
process to do so in time to help now. The
other logical choice is to roll millages forward, which is in the hands of the council,
and even that could take months before it
could yield benefits. The mayor says that
would prevent him from cutting expenses
any further.
So, if the sales tax collections continue
to decline each month, which is likely if
you believe the gloomy economic forecasts, to avert a financial crisis for the city,
the Kenner Council needs to be looking
right now at what financial changes could
be possible and what would be the best for

But what do you think? Is it an investment that you’re willing to make?

the city.
Muniz said he loves being mayor and
hates taxes but it’s time for the voters to
understand the city’s situation and the city
council to believe his warnings that have
now materialized and to take action. He
said it’s never a good time to increase costs
to residents but he sees no other choice to
properly fund the city, now and over time.
Almost four years ago Muniz came out
of political retirement from the Jefferson
Parish Council to run against incumbent
Mayor Phil Capitano and won. Since the
beginning of his term he has consistently
said the city’s property taxes are the lowest
of any city in the area and, in bad economic times, such as what exists today,
lower sales tax collections would put the
city in dire straits. He kept warning that the
Hurricane Katrina spending boom would
eventually end with a thud. His predictions
have come true. From the onset of his
term, Muniz has sharpened his knife and
been a prudent spender, but that is not
enough to make up for the budget shortfall, and it never will in a city too reliant on
sales taxes to fund itself. Now, with the
city not receiving the revenue it had
expected, all services will be affected and
he doesn’t want to put the city in any
worse financial shape. To quote him, “I’m

not going to write any bad checks.” He is
faced with being the mayor of a city that
could have a police department with a $2
million deficit, probably forcing layoffs,
and a fire department whose budget is in
such desperate shape that the KFD may
not be able to fully staff its fire trucks rushing to respond to emergency calls. Now
the day of reckoning Muniz warned about
is here.
So here we are – in the middle of a mess.
And what are we going to do? The fact is
that rolling millages forward, even in the
middle of a recession, when compared to
what all Kenner citizens stand to lose in
city services, including vital services,
seems an appropriate choice now. I have
all the respect in the world for the current
members of the city council and I am confident they are going to do the right thing
for the city and its citizens. In my opinion
the council approving the millage roll forward is an investment in Kenner’s future
and the cost to any property owner will be
worth the benefit. But most of all, for all
Kenner residents individually it is an
investment in their property and quality of
life. Regardless of what alternative is
deemed appropriate by the mayor and the
council, a long-range revenue plan needs
to be developed, and soon.

Please pull out your postal food drive
bag from this issue of the Kenner Star and
fill it up with food. The National
Association of Letter Carries Branch
4342, your local postmen, will pick it up
from your mailbox on November 5, 6 and
7. Your donations will supply the Kenner
Food Bank. Last year over 13 tons of food
was collected by your tireless letter carriers on their mail routes. This year the need
is even greater, so please do your part by
donating.
The letter carriers volunteer their time
and deserve a big thank you for their
efforts on those three days. So, thank you,
Branch 4342 letter carriers .It takes a lot of
manpower to collect that many tons of
food.
And a thanks to the providers of the
food donation bag – Kenner Professional
Business Association, Kenner District 3
Councilman Ben Zahn, Kenner Central
Lions Club, Aparicio, Walker and Seeling,
Inc. and BFM Corporation – for their support.

not uniformly enforced the code of con-

duct,” said Kenner Police Chief Steve
Caraway. “The result was individuals
loitering on the ramps of the mall, cursing and using terrible language and wearing their clothing in a disreputable manner that did not cover up their private
parts. Under Mr. Gianquitti’s administration, the mall police have clear, unmistakable guidelines that are uniformly
enforced. If anyone who is asked to leave
declines to do so, Kenner police evict
them. They can be banned from the
shopping mall for as long as six months.”
The result, says Kenner District 4
Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch,
whose district includes The Esplanade
mall, has been a complete transformation
of the ambiance at the mall. “Because
Mr. Gianquitti has come up with an equitable, enforceable plan to change the
ambiance at the mall, there has been a
complete
transformation,”
said
DeFrancesch. “I’ve been telling people
who had vowed never to return to The
Esplanade mall to give the place another
chance. Cursing is not tolerated.
Loitering is not tolerated. Disreputable
dress is not tolerated. I give both
Mr.Gianquitti and Chief Caraway credit
for this. Because Mr. Gianquitti has
taken charge, we now see that the adults
are in charge at The Esplanade mall. It’s
become again a very pleasant place to
shop.”
Chief Caraway says that early in
Gianquitti’s administration, 24 individuals were evicted from the mall on a sin-

gle day. Gianquitti declines to confirm
the number but says he appreciates the
positive response he’s gotten from the
Kenner police, members of the Kenner
Council, Mayor Ed Muniz, mall tenants,
vendors and customers.
“From when I first started the Kenner
Police Department and the mall were on
the same page in terms of enhancing the
shopping experience at The Esplanade,”
said Gianquitti, a native of Syracuse,
New York who previously ran a mall in
Florida for the Simon Property Group.
“All that we’ve done is enforce our code
of conduct in a consistent way. There are
no exceptions to the rules, nor should
there be. I am especially grateful to Chief
Caraway and his officers for their assistance. We’ve seen increased traffic in the
mall so the community is responding
well to the changes that we’ve made.”
Chief Caraway says he has assigned
Kenner officers who teach the DARE
anti-drug program in Kenner schools to
patrol the mall in their hours when they
aren’t teaching.
“Mr. Gianquitti reached out to us as
soon as he arrived in Kenner and working with him has been a pleasure,” said
Chief Caraway. “It’s in the interests of
every responsible person in Kenner for
The Esplanade mall to be a good place
for customers, tenants and vendors. As
long as Mr. Gianquitti continues to
enforce the code of conduct in a fair and
consistent manner, we’ll be there to help
him.”

Kenner Food Bank Postal Drive –
Let’s make it another success

The Esplanade mall
(continued from page 1)

“Previous managers of the mall had

24-HOUR ELECTRICAL SERVICE

BELLCO ELECTRIC
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LA License #28613

Residential • Commercial

We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

• A/C Circuits
• Troubleshooting
• Remodeling
• Additions
• New Construction
• Same Day Service
Over
30 Years
Experience

• Vacancy Permits
• Attic Ventilators
• Bidwork Welcome
• Service Upgrades
• Home Repairs
• Security Lighting

455-2355

NO JOB TOO SMALL - WE DO ALL!

METAIRIE

KENNER

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

N.O. AREA
OWNER RONNIE BELLACI
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2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062
Join us on a 3,000 mile journey in search of the Big Five…
the elephant, the Cape buffalo, the rhino, the leopard and
the lion! Never before has wildlife been seen with such
realism on the giant screen!

TUES-SAT. • 11:00 A.M., 1:00 P.M. & 4:00 P.M.

LASER HOLIDAYS
Children and adults alike will surely find the holiday spirit in this spectacular laserfilled presentation of seasonal holiday music! Selections range from the classics of
Nat King Cole to the modern melodies of Mariah Carey!

Williams Blvd. at the Lake

LAKETOWN FESTIVAL RETURNING
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2009
12:00 pm - 1:50 pm
2:15 pm - 4:05 pm
4:30 pm - 6:20 pm
6:45 pm - 8:35 pm
9:00 pm - til

Rockin' Dopsie
Topcats
Chee Weez
Cowboy Mouth
Eddie Money

Gates open at 11:00 a.m. Info call 468-7293

TUES-SAT. • NOON AND 3:00 P.M.

Kenner’s
Christmas Village
Veterans Park, 1801 Williams Blvd., next to City Hall
501 Williams Blvd., Rivertown • Kenner, LA 70062

November 7

November 21

Glen Ghirardi, Magical Entertainer

Porta Puppet Players present

"THANKSGIVING MAGIC"

"THE MAYFLOWER STORY"

November 14

November 28

Storyteller Frank Levy
with his Instant Theatre Production of

CASTLE CLOSED

"THE FIRST THANKSGIVINGS"
SATURDAYS ONLY • 11:30 A.M. • $5.00 PER PERSON

Louisiana Native American Festival
November 15, 2009 (Sunday)
Kenner’s Heritage Park • 10 am- 4 pm
$5.00 per person
Traditional music, food, and crafts by
Louisiana’s Native Americans!
Join us at the 2nd Annual Louisiana Native American Festival, celebrating Louisiana’s
Native American heritage. In a demonstration of traditional Native American music, the
"Yellow Moon Singers" drum group will provide music for the "Bayou Eagles" dancers of
the United Houma Nation. Traditional and contemporary craftsmen from a number of Louisiana's tribes
will demonstrate basket weaving, bead working, finger weaving, wood carving, leather working and flute
carving and playing. Also see how dream catchers, tools, jewelry, traditional dress and dance regalia are
created. The demonstrators will have many unique crafts for sale. Also for sale will be traditional foods
such as Fry Bread, Indian Tacos, Corn Maque Choux and Houma Indian gumbo.
Event is subject to change without notice.
This event is made possible by: 1) a grant administered through the Arts Council of New
Orleans from the Louisiana Division of the Arts, Office of Cultural Development, Department
of Culture, Recreation and Tourism, in cooperation with the Louisiana State Arts Council,
2) a grant from the Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities (LEH), State Affiliate of the
National Endowment for the Humanities; and 3) the continued financial support of the City of Kenner.

For More Information on any Rivertown Event, please call 504-468-7231 or visit:
www.rivertownkenner.com

Performances by local school groups,
dancers, bands & choirs

OPENS: Friday, December 4 at 5:30 p.m.

Mayor Muniz greets Santa and lights the park at 6:00 pm
Storytelling,
Food Vendors, Santa Pictures, Holiday Characters
OPEN: FRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS
from 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
through December 19
KENNER COMMUNITY SERVICE
468-7293
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd., Kenner

468-3474
• 24 hour access • climate/non-climate controlled
• video surveillence • onsite management
• high & dry • we accept your deliveries

• Hurricane wind rated
• 140,000 square feet
• state-of-the-art
construction

W E W ILL B EAT A NYONE ’ S P RICE ! C ALL U S T ODAY !
• commercial inventory & materials storage
• household goods • business records
• classic & vintage car storage

“WE STORE IT ALL”
www.bigeasyselfstorage.com

P.O. Box 641654 • Kenner, Louisiana 70064
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