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Treasure Chest Casino was controversial 16 years ago, but today it’s just
another successful Kenner business

By ALLAN KATZ

Sixteen years ago, the city of

Kenner was divided by an often-

bitter, emotional argument over

whether a gaming casino should

be allowed on the city’s lakefront.

The issue was decided by a city

council vote that saw the propo-

nents carry the day. Among the

proponents were then-Mayor

Aaron Broussard and then-Police

Chief Nick Congemi who, along

with some Kenner council mem-

bers, had visited riverboat gaming

cities in Illinois and Iowa and

found happy civic and government

leaders. The gaming ordinance

allowing Treasure Chest Casino to

exist was passed 6-1 by the Kenner

Council on November 18, 1993

with the only dissenting vote com-

ing from then-District 4

Councilman Louis Congemi. But,

today, no hint of controversy sur-

rounds the Treasure Chest Casino,

which will celebrate the 15th

anniversary of its opening on

Labor Day this year. The casino

has won its place as a good corpo-

rate citizen respected in both civic

and political circles.

“It’s no big deal today, but it was

very emotional 16 years ago,” says

Jeannie Black, now a Kenner

Councilwoman-at-Large. “It was

and has been the most controver-

sial issue for Kenner that I can

ever remember but, the negative

issues brought up at the time never

materialized.”

Mayor, Chief of Police praise
Kenner Housing Authority
crackdown on criminals
By ALLAN KATZ

Mayor Ed Muniz and

Police Chief Steve

Caraway have nothing but

praise for the work of the

Kenner Housing Authority,

especially when it comes to

evicting public housing or

Section 8 tenants who have

criminal records.

“We work very closely

with the Kenner Housing

Authority and they have

been outstanding in carry-

ing out the slogan of the

U.S. Department of

Housing and Urban

Development which is, ‘No

tolerance’ for criminals,”

said Chief Caraway. “A

person who is residing in

public housing or a Section

8 residence who is convict-

ed of a crime is supposed

to be evicted. And, in

Kenner, that is what hap-

pens.”

Mayor Muniz said his

administration sees it as a

“quality of life” issue. “We

take great pride in Kenner

in the quality of life in our

neighborhoods,” said the

mayor. “Criminals can

Kenner to now handle marijuana 
possession cases in city courts
By ALLAN KATZ

Councilwoman-at-large Jeannie

Black has proposed an ordinance that

would require marijuana possession

cases be heard in Kenner’s courts

rather than in Jefferson Parish courts.

“Because the Kenner Police

Department is under a great deal of

budgetary stress, we can alleviate the

amount of time that our officers are

required to spend in court on these

cases by handling them in the city rather than in Gretna,” said

Councilwoman Black.

Kenner City Attorney Keith Conley agrees with Black, as

does Police Chief Steve Caraway. “When a patrol officer is

called to Gretna to appear in a marijuana possession case, a per-

sonnel shortage is created that could jeopardize other officers

On August 3,

2009, Kenner

Parks and

R e c r e a t i o n ’ s

Butch Duhe

P l a y g r o u n d

opened its new

two-story 2,048

square-foot con-

cession facility

which sits on a

concrete pad of

13,500 square feet featuring an elevated

slab, walkways, access ramps, a raised

porch area, motor vehicle delivery access

and underground electric service. The food

preparation area features a commercial

continued on page 30
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District 2 Councilman 
Joe Stagni

Councilwoman-at-Large
Jeannie Black

Butch Duhe Playground’s
new concession complex and
playground improvements
ready for use

Saturday, November 7
Gates open 11:00 a.m.

Photo by Eric Miller

By ALLAN KATZ

The developer of a $6 million 14-screen movie theater

complex at The Esplanade mall says he hopes to have the

new development open for business somewhere between

Memorial Day and July 4, 2010.

George Solomon said he hopes that construction on the

project can start in October of this year.

Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz confirmed that plans for a state-

of-the-art multi-theater complex at The Esplanade mall have

been submitted to the city of Kenner.

“We are very pleased with this development,” said Mayor

Muniz. “This project has been on the drawing boards for a

while but there were some problems because of the national

economy. It appears that the problems have been resolved

and that the Solomon family, very highly regarded in the

movie theater business, is going ahead with this project that

will greatly enhance The Esplanade mall and make it even

more attractive to possible retail tenants.”

The mayor said the plans were submitted to Kenner’s Code

Enforcement Office by members of the Solomon family,

Proposed design of Kenner 14-screen movie theater

Solomon family submits plans to city for $6 million multi-theater development at The Esplanade

continued on page 29



Join us as Dr. David Silvers, Gastroenterologist, and Julie Fortenberry, 

Nutritionist, guide you to your happy place by teaching you how 

diff erent foods can aff ect your mood and body. 

Thursday, September 10th

Begins at 7pm

EJGH Conference Center 

$10 per attendee

Call HealthFinder to reserve your seat

504.456.5000

Assorted chocolates & cheesecakes 
A variety of delectable coff ees 

Wine and sandwiches 
Mini-massages 

Great insurance information 
Health screenings

Sponsored by:

2 SEPTEMBER 2009 KENNER ST★R  



KENNER ST★R    SEPTEMBER 2009 3



4 SEPTEMBER 2009 KENNER ST★R  

ADMISSION
Adults: $6 per show • Children/Seniors: $5 per show

• Multi-show packages available
Children: 2-14 years • Seniors: 60 and over

For group reservations,
please contact Pat: 468-7231

SHOW SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!

Tuesday tthru SSaturday
11:00 aam, 11:00 ppm aand 44:00 ppm

BLAST OFF… 
TO FUN AND EXCITEMENT
IN KENNER’S RIVERTOWN!

Tuesday - Saturday
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

For More Info: 468-7321

Tour a full-sized mock up of the International Space Station!
Study the history of space exploration!

See how astronauts live and work in space!  
Visit with “Sput-Nick” the Robot!

Photo Courtesy of Barry Sprague

SEPTEMBER 
SPECIAL!

Be a part of Beatlemania as 

the group’s most popular hits 

are brought to life through a 

dazzling laser light display!

The fun continues with a bonus 

show of more popular hits from 

artists like N’Sync, the B52s, 

Smashmouth, and 3Doors Down.

Total running time:
55 minutes

Tuesday thru Saturday
Noon & 3:00 p.m.



One of the greatest fights in Kenner

political history was the battle over

whether the city would allow a casino to

operate on the lakefront.

The proponents, led by then-Mayor

Aaron Broussard and then-Police Chief

Nick Congemi, after visiting and talking

with satisfied civic and government offi-

cials in cities with riverboat gaming in the

Midwest, said the casino would be a clean

industry that would employ many hundreds

of workers and generate millions of dollars

of revenue for the city.

The opponents, one being civic leader

and Kenner resident Debbie Settoon, said

the establishment of a casino would mean

an increase in crime, drunk driving and few

of the economic benefits that the other side

was promising.

In the end, the vote on the City Council

for the soon to be named Treasure Chest

wasn’t close, with the proponents winning

6-1.

I had been the editor of the Kenner Star
for a few years and was a witness to the

heated controversy. Kenner residents told

me that feelings were so strong that they

stopped talking to friends on the opposite

side, even though they had known each

other since elementary school.

And, what are we to think now about the

Treasure Chest?

To be fair, those who were opposed to

the casino 16 years ago on the grounds that

they oppose gambling probably still feel

the same way. I know Kenner residents

who say with some pride they’ve never set

foot inside the Treasure Chest or any other

casino. That is certainly their right.

As for the rest of us, reflecting about the

casino on the eve of its 15th Labor Day

anniversary, one need not be a gambler to

appreciate the financial difference that the

Treasure Chest has meant for the city. Cash

the Treasure Chest has generated for the

city coffers is estimated to be well more

than $90 million since its opening, a pretty

substantial figure by any measure.

Councilwoman-at-Large Michele

Branigan, who was not in office at the time,

said there were people including herself

who did wonder about the impact of the

crime and drunk driving that opponents

warned the casino would bring to Kenner.

Today, Branigan talks about the capital

projects for the city of Kenner that would

not have been possible except for the pres-

ence of the Treasure Chest.

“While I was not in favor of having a

gaming facility come to Kenner 16 years

ago, the Treasure Chest soon won me over

with their community involvement and the

large sums of money paid to the city which

have contributed to so many projects

around Kenner,” said Branigan. “Not only

has the Treasure Chest helped Kenner

financially, but the fears about things such

as crime and drunken driving have proven

to be unfounded.”

Branigan says when she was the council

member representing District 4, it was

Treasure Chest funds that allowed for the

enlarging of Muss Bertolino’s

Playground’s parking lot to allow for high

school football games and such large

events as the American Cancer Society’s

Relay For Life. “Using the casino’s funds

we also installed new lighting, score-

boards, sprinkler systems, bleachers, a new

concessions hut and offices, all without

cutting into any other city services or need-

ing to touch Kenner’s general fund,” said

Branigan. “The Treasure Chest has made a

difference in what can be accomplished by

government in Kenner.”

Councilwoman-at-Large Jeannie Black

said the casino has played a major part in

From the Editor

Political Review
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Political headaches for Louisiana Democrats
By JEFF CROUERE

By ALLAN KATZ

★

Usually during a

c o n g r e s s i o n a l

recess, members of

Congress hold town

hall meetings to hear concerns from their

constituents. In the past, these events were

staid affairs with only a few participants.

Such is not the case this year, as many of

the town hall meetings have been explo-

sive. Throughout the country, angry voters

have expressed their strong opposition to

the Democratic Party’s Health Care Bill.

In some cases, fights have occurred and

people have been arrested. While I certain-

ly do not condone violence, I think this out-

burst from the public has been very posi-

tive. Members of Congress are getting

reacquainted with the people in charge, the

ones who pay their salaries.

The legislation that was introduced in the

House is over 1,000 pages and there are

several other versions in the Senate. U.S.

Congressman Joseph Cao (R-New Orleans)

admitted that while he read three versions

of the Health Care Bill, he still does not

fully understand many of the concepts out-

lined. Cao is an attorney and former pro-

fessor and if he is confused by the complex

legislation, it is understandable that many

average Americans are concerned and per-

plexed by the legislation.

Over the past few weeks, Cao and U.S.

Congressman Steve Scalise (R-Metairie)

have conducted numerous town hall meet-

ings throughout their districts. This week,

U.S. Senator Mary Landrieu (D-LA)

announced that she will hold her first town

hall meeting in Reserve, Louisiana, the site

of a packed forum several weeks ago in

which members of the Obama administra-

tion heard an earful from outraged

Louisiana citizens opposed to the health

care legislation. At the forum, Landrieu

will likely hear from plenty of opponents to

the health care plan.

In a conservative state such as Louisiana,

the healthcare debate is putting pressure on

Democrats such as U.S. Congressman

Charlie Melancon (D-Napoleonville) and

Landrieu. Democratic Party leaders will be

pushing hard on both members to support a

healthcare reform bill; however, many of

their constituents will be firmly against it.

Not surprisingly, Melancon voted against

the House bill (H.R. 3200) in the Energy

and Commerce Committee, while Landrieu

has expressed some reservations about the

plan.

It is much easier for U.S. Senator David

Vitter (R-LA) who has held town hall

meetings across the state that has attracted

overflow crowds of several hundred peo-

ple. The vast majority of the attendees have

been supportive of Vitter’s healthcare

stance, which is strong opposition to the

Democratic plan. While Vitter is holding

these citizen forums in different parts of the

state, Melancon is deciding whether to

challenge the incumbent Senator in 2010.

While Melancon has not officially joined

the race, he is no longer denying his inter-

est. Melancon is the favored candidate of

the Democratic Party establishment and is

seen by many to have the best chance to

defeat Vitter.

In a July voter survey by Public Policy

Polling, Vitter leads Melancon by a 44 to

32 percent margin. The survey showed

some potential problems for Vitter as 47

percent of the voters said it was time for

someone else to be elected and only 38 per-

cent said that he should be re-elected.

According to survey, Vitter’s approval rat-

ing is also 44 percent and “below the 50

percent considered safe ground for an

incumbent.”

The survey also showed that President

Barack Obama has a rather low 44 percent

approval rating in Louisiana. If he runs,

Melancon will be saddled with the relative

unpopularity and political baggage of the

Democratic Party’s top official.

Undoubtedly, he will continue to find as

many issues as possible to oppose the

Obama administration. For example, in a

high profile congressional vote, Melancon

joined 43 other House Democrats in oppos-

ing Speaker Nancy Pelosi and President

Obama by voting against the “cap and

trade” energy bill. Many oil and gas indus-

try experts believe the bill will be very

damaging to Louisiana’s economy, so

Melancon decided it would be easier to

oppose his party’s leadership than face the

wrath of the powerful oil and gas industry

in the state. The bill won narrowly in the

House and faces an uncertain future in the

U.S. Senate. It promotes alternative energy

sources rather than traditional fossil fuels.

While it may be popular in some areas of

the country, it is not viewed positively by

many business leaders in Louisiana. In fact,

all seven members of Louisiana’s House

delegation voted against the bill and both

Vitter and Landrieu are expected to oppose

it when it reaches the U.S. Senate for a

vote.

Melancon also faces a financial disadvan-

tage against Vitter and will have a challenge

★
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Is the Treasure Chest Casino an asset for Kenner? After 15 years consider 
the list of projects made possible by revenues generated by the casino



Kenner is poised

to begin a major

boost in the area of

sewerage system

i m p r o v e m e n t s

unprecedented in the city’s history –

improvements aimed at putting an end to

sewage backups and system failures as we

have come to expect over the years.

When I served on the City Council 24

years ago, little was said about Kenner’s

sewerage system. City officials knew that

parts of the system had aged in the late

1980s. But system failures were still fewer

and farther between at the time. Although

just about everyone knew a day of reckon-

ing was coming, it appeared not many

wanted to talk about it.

When I became mayor in July 2006, I

found out that the “reckoning” had arrived

several months earlier in the form of offi-

cial complaints/notices from the Louisiana

Department of Environmental Quality that

if Kenner did not immediately correct

sewer system problems, the city would face

a long list of serious fines for things like

dumping contaminated effluent into

drainage canals, not meeting federal EPA

minimums for treated sewerage, repeated

failures of sewerage lift stations and failure

to keep raw sewage out of streets, homes

and businesses during and after heavy

rains.

Despite the DEQ warnings, it appeared

nothing had been done to address the prob-

lem. Despite the fact that we were still

clearing Hurricane Katrina debris from the

streets, repairing Katrina damages and with

federal storm reimbursements coming in

slowly, clearly the sewerage problems

could not be put off any longer.

Prat Reddy, Kenner’s deputy CAO for

public works and I, quickly made contact

with DEQ officials in Baton Rouge, seek-

ing guidance on what the city should do to

solve its sewerage problems and finding

the best way to finance the improvements.

With DEQ assistance, Reddy led a group

of local engineering firms in the develop-

ment of an aggressive sewerage system

rehabilitation plan that DEQ began to

praise as a model for other Louisiana com-

munities. All told, the complete rehabilita-

tion was estimated to cost $53 million –

well beyond the city’s capabilities.

However, early on, DEQ Secretary Dr.

Harold Leggett recognized Kenner’s eager-

ness to solve its sewerage problems and

took an interest in the plans. He told us of

a program where the city could apply for a

very low interest loan and get some finan-

cial relief. He suggested we consider doing

the rehabilitation in phases and taking on a

few of the smaller projects in later phases

of the project.

In the meantime, Leggett’s deputy secre-

tary, Dr. V. Alex Appeaning, and adminis-

trator Bijan Sharafkhani began regular vis-

its with Reddy and local engineers to fol-

low the program’s progress. Their help was

essential and we appreciate very much the

roles they played in making sure our plans

met all state and federal requirements.

The result is we have shovel-ready plans

for Kenner’s sewerage rehabilitation on the

shelf and awaiting financing. We submitted

an application to the Louisiana Bond

Commission for approval to issue $26 mil-

lion worth of bonds. In the meantime, we

learned of the availability of Clean Water

State Revolving Fund loan program at an

interest rate of 0.95 percent, which is a very

favorable rate.

We received the good news in late

August that Kenner’s loan application had

been recommended for approval at a level

of $18 million. We were thrilled to see that

kind of confidence placed in our city by the

state. There was some $120 million avail-

able in clean water funds statewide and

local communities filed more than $700

million in applications for loans.★

6 SEPTEMBER 2009 KENNER ST★R  

Government
Sewerage loan approval is major progress
By ED MUNIZ, Kenner Mayor

On June 18,

2009, the Kenner

City Council

adopted Ordinance

Number 9939

which comprehen-

sively amended an

existing city ordinance prohibiting junk

and nuisance vehicles from being stored on

private property. The amended ordinance

will greatly enhance the Code Enforcement

Department and the Kenner Police

Department’s ability to rid the city of a

large number of junk and nuisance vehi-

cles.

The primary distinction between the

amended ordinance and original ordinance

is that now the city has the authority to

enter private property and have a vehicle

towed if the violation is not properly abat-

ed. Previously, the law only allowed for a

sticker to be placed on the vehicle with a

misdemeanor court summons issued if the

violation was not corrected, thus requiring

an appearance in Kenner Mayor’s Court.

However, quite often the vehicle owner

would fail to appear in court and the city

was unable to proceed. The new ordinance

does not require a court appearance but

requires remedial action or the city will

tow.

The amended ordinance not only targets

automobiles, trucks, vans and the like but

also boats, jet skis, all terrain vehicles and

recreational vehicles that are determined to

be a junk or nuisance vehicle. The amend-

ed ordinance also prohibits vehicles dis-

played as “For Sale” from being parked on

commercial properties.

A junk motor vehicle is defined as one

that is partially dismantled or wrecked,

cannot be self-propelled or moved in the

manner in which it was originally intended

to move or has become illegal to operate on

public streets because it is missing one or

more parts required by law.

A nuisance vehicle is defined as one that

is found to be a breeding ground or harbor

for mosquitoes, rats, animals or other pests,

a point of heavy growth of weeds or other

noxious vegetation or a point of collection

of pools of stagnant water. Additionally

any vehicle that constitutes a threat to pub-

lic health or safety due to the possibility of

the vehicle falling, rolling or creating an

unsafe movement, such as unattended

blocked or jacked vehicles, will also be

considered a nuisance vehicle.

The amended ordinance provides that

once a violation has been identified, a tag

will be placed on the vehicle, which will

state that the owner must remedy the viola-

tions or remove the vehicle within fifteen

days of the date of the notice. The owner

has the right to request a hearing or an

extension of time to repair the vehicle with-

in seven days of the date of the tagging. If

a hearing is requested, it shall be heard by

a magistrate judge in Kenner Mayor’s

Court.

If no request has been made for either a

hearing or extension to repair and the vio-

lation remains unabated for fifteen days,

the city will file for an order of municipal

abatement in Kenner Mayor’s Court which

will allow the magistrate judge to declare

the vehicle to be either an abandoned or

nuisance vehicle, and any such vehicle will

be towed by the city. A vehicle could be

towed five days after the abatement order is

issued.

I believe this new ordinance will expe-

dite the removal of junk and nuisance vehi-

cles throughout the city and will be a valu-

able tool in our never-ending goal to

improve the quality of life in our commu-

nity.★

Keith Chiro, director of Kenner’s
Inspection and Code Enforcement
Department can be reached at 468-6606 or
iced@kenner.la.us.

Getting rid of unsightly vehicles in Kenner neighborhoods now easier
By KEITH CHIRO, Inspection and Code Enforcement Director

★

Relationships aren't
disposable. We have
customers who have
been coming to us for
35 years...because of
something we have
earned - their trust.
Through experience,
knowledge and a true
to the handshake promise
to find a solution, our
customers count on us
for honest, expert advice.
It's a promise our
customers can count on.
Today, and well down
the road.

Automatic 
Transmission, IInc.

Dennis 
Automotive

2220 Airline Drive,
Kenner

466-1381

Family owned and 
operated since 1976

Parts wear out but 
relationships don’t!

Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte, Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

TARGET MARKET KENNER CITIZENS?
THE KENNER ST★R

REACHES 20,700 HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER
CALL 468-9125 FOR AD RATES
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Crime victims reparations program available
By STEVE CARAWAY, Kenner Police Chief

If you’ve ever

been the victim of a

violent crime, you

know firsthand that moving on with your

life can prove to be difficult. Victims of

violent crime must not only find a way to

cope with the incident, but can suffer both

physically and financially in the aftermath

of vicious crimes. The Louisiana Crime

Reparations Program helps innocent vic-

tims and their families when they have no

other means of paying for the financial

aspects of a crime.

The law, known as the Crime Victims

Reparations Act, was established in July of

1982. As a result of this law, the Crime

Victims Reparations Board was created

and the Crime Victims Reparations Fund

was established. Income for the fund is

composed primarily of monies paid as

criminal court costs. Funds are supple-

mented by a federal grant, court-ordered

restitution from criminals, donations and

interest.

You may qualify for funds if you are an

innocent victim of a violent crime who suf-

fers physical and/or emotional harm or

death or catastrophic property loss, a per-

son who legally assumes the obligations or

voluntarily pays certain expenses related to

the crime on behalf of the victim or are an

immediate family member who needs

counseling as a result of the death of the

victim. The crime must involve the use of

force or the threat of the use of force and

result in personal injury, death or cata-

strophic property loss. The only motor

vehicle related crimes covered are those in

which someone is the victim of a DWI

driver, a hit and run driver, a driver who is

fleeing apprehension by law enforcement

or a victim whose injuries were intentional-

ly inflicted with a vehicle.

The Crime Victims Reparations Fund is

deemed as the “payer of last resort.” It is a

secondary source that pays for certain out-

of-pocket expenses related to the crime

when the victim has no other way of pay-

ing. Sources that have to pay first include

HMO/health insurance, disability/life

insurance, vacation time, sick leave or

other types of leave paid by an employer,

worker’s compensation benefits, social

security and Medicare or Medicaid.

Program staff members will work with

applicants to make sure all available

resources are used in their best interest.

Expenses that are eligible for coverage

include reasonable medical and prescrip-

tion expenses, dental expenses, mental

health counseling, funeral expenses, loss of

earnings or support, child care which

enables a victim, spouse, surviving spouse

of a deceased victim or guardian to contin-

ue employment and reasonable replace-

ment costs for items taken as evidence or

made unusable as a result of the criminal

investigation. Funds awarded may not

exceed $10,000 unless the victim suffered

total and permanent disability. Victims who

suffer total and permanent disability as a

result of their victimization may qualify for

up to $25,000.

Application requirements stipulate that

the crime must have been committed after

July 16, 1982, and have occurred in

Louisiana or involve a Louisiana resident

who becomes a victim in another state or

country that does not have a crime victim

compensation program for which they are

eligible. You must report the crime to law

enforcement officials within 72 hours after

the incident occurred unless there is a valid

reason for reporting later and the applica-

tion must be filed within a year of the

crime, unless there is a good reason why

the application was not submitted within

this time period. It should also be noted

that the victim and/or claimant must have

cooperated fully with law enforcement

officials during the investigation and pros-

ecution of the case.

You can obtain an application from the

Crime Victims Reparations Office, any

Louisiana sheriff’s office and here in

Kenner from the Kenner Police

Department. To obtain an application from

the Kenner Police Department, contact our

victim assistance advocate, Officer Brian

Norwood, at 712-2300 or email him at

bnorwood@kennerpd.com. For more infor-

mation on the Crime Victims Reparations

program, you may call (225) 925-4437 or

1-888-6-VICTIM (842846). You may also

visit the Louisiana Commission on Law

Enforcement and Administration of

Criminal Justice website at

www.cole.state.la.us/programs/cvr.asp for

additional information on the program.★

Chief Caraway can be reached by email
at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner
Police Department website at www.ken-

nerpd.com.

MMeellcchheerrss LLaaww FFiirrmm
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner, LA  70065

(504) 467-1092
www.melcherslawfirm.com

WWiillllss  TTrruussttss
SSuucccceessssiioonnss
BBuussiinneessss LLaaww

PPeerrssoonnaall IInnjjuurryy
Over 30 years experience

MLF

James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law

CENTURY
TITLE

“WE CLOSE REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS FORYOU”

RANDY LOVITT
Notary Public

110 Veterans Blvd., Suite 360 • Metairie, Louisiana 70005

830-7979 FAX 831-2609

REAL ESTATE
TITLE TRANSFERS

• Expert Closing Assistance — In Operation over 15 years
• In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys — You’ll need this

• We keep you Informed — We return your Calls
• Our Costs are Competitive — Our Work is Accurate

Real Estate Sales, Mortgages,
Donations, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Police★

funding Project Blueprint, a program to

repair street sections and improve road-

ways. She said sewer repairs and sewer

facility enlargements, landscaping beauti-

fication, heavy duty public works equip-

ment and the purchase of land acreage for

the north Kenner recreational and

rollerblade parks have all come from

Treasure Chest monies.

District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn added

that Treasure Chest funds have provided

for the Laketown gazebo and concessions

stand, tree plantings on Williams

Boulevard, the development of Kenner

City Park and have made it possible for

the new Kenner Police Department

Complex to be built. Other city officials

pointed out that it was Treasure Chest

dollars that have paid for drainage

improvements while also helping to pay

for new fire engines and fire equipment

along with improvements to every gym

and playground throughout the city.

Why is the Treasure Chest not contro-

versial today in Kenner? I think it’s

because the Treasure Chest has accom-

plished all that the proponents promised

and more while the darkest and worst

visions of the opponents proved to be

without substance. Beyond that, the own-

ers of the Treasure Chest have been good

corporate citizens and even today, in the

midst of the worst recession since the

Great Depression of the 1930s, are pro-

viding good jobs to almost 800 employ-

ees, many of whom are residents of

Kenner.

All in all, I think those who fought for

the addition of the Treasure Chest Casino

to the Kenner landscape can look around

today and say, “Mission Accomplished.”

“Happy Birthday, Treasure Chest!★

Katz
(continued from page 5)

Crouere
(continued from page 5)

matching the Senator’s fundraising success.

To raise Democratic Party funds, Melancon

recently attended a gathering in Martha’s

Vineyard. Vitter wasted no time in labeling

the event, a liberal lobbyist love fest. It was

also reported that Melancon and other con-

gressmen visited the South Pole and

Australia during the New Year’s holiday in

2008. It was estimated that the costs for this

excursion exceeded $500,000, a fact trum-

peted by Vitter in a blistering campaign

commercial. If Melancon runs, he should

prepare for a spirited challenge from Vitter,

who throughout his career has relished

aggressive campaign tactics.★

Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans
and his Louisiana based television pro-
gram, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m.
on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on
PBS television station WLAE-TV, Channel
32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.
weekedays on radio station WGSO 990 AM
in New Orleans and the north shore.
Crouere is a political analyst for WGNO-
TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at
www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere
at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Kenner city officials say they are
pleased with the quality of garbage
removal service that residents are
getting from Ramelli Waste. And,
Ramelli Waste officials say they
enjoy working with Kenner resi-
dents but have a couple of requests
that can add to the efficiency of
their service.

“’Generally green waste and
debris are collected on the second
pickup day of the week. We ask that
residential clients who need to have
large bulky waste items, white
goods or tires removed call us sev-
eral days in advance so we can
make plans to collect these items on
the second day pickup,” says
Robert Ramelli, president and chief
executive officer of Ramelli Waste.
“Sometimes, we may need special
equipment to handle the collection
of these items. We’re glad to take
care of these items but they often
require advance planning. The
number to call is 482-2040.”

The second issue says Ramelli is
that sometimes in the course of
garbage collection, his employees
may inadvertently make a mess on
the street. Ramelli has a commit-
ment to clean up any mess that they
my cause on that day.

“Sometimes, one of our trucks
has to get to the landfill before it
closes and has to leave the route but
will return,” said Ramelli. “In those
instances, a Ramelli truck will be
back to complete the route and
clean any spills after returning from
the landfill. Our employees are
well-trained and they know that if
they make a mess, they have an
absolute responsibility to clean it
up.”

Ramelli says that if a mess
caused by one of his trucks remains
on any Kenner street more than 24
hours, please call 482-2040 and
he’ll immediately dispatch a unit to
handle the situation. “I don’t know
of any instances where we haven’t
cleaned up within 24 hours,” says
Ramelli. “That’s our commitment
and our employees know it. We’re
very proud to have the garbage dis-
posal contract in Kenner and we
want the residents to be satisfied
and pleased with the services we
render. We expect our employees to
be polite, courteous and efficient.”

Mayor Ed Muniz who negotiated
the contract with Ramelli said that
so far, all the feedback he has
received from Kenner residents
regarding Ramelli’s services have

been positive. “I think that the
Ramelli team is very serious about
giving Kenner good service,” says
the mayor. “If I start hearing a lot of
complaints about Ramelli, I’ll cer-
tainly respond, but so far all indica-
tions are they’re doing good work.
In Kenner, we take pride in our
clean streets and we want to keep it
that way.”

The garbage guidelines for
Kenner residents as found on the
city’s website, www.kenner.la.us
are listed below.

The city of Kenner provides
unlimited, twice-per-week curb-
side collection of containerized
garbage and trash as set forth by
the following guidelines:

Curbside refuse collection:
Curbside garbage/trash/debris
and/or refuse collection services
are provided to residents and small
business owners with active water
meters that pay monthly or
bimonthly garbage collection fees
as stated on the Jefferson Parish
Department of Water utility bill.
Vacant lots do not pay garbage
fees, and therefore, garbage/trash
located in front of (on servitude) or
on vacant lots will not be collected
by Ramelli Waste or the city of
Kenner. Vacant lot debris removal
is the responsibility of the property
owner. To report a litter problem on
public/private property contact
Kenner Department of Code
Enforcement, 468-4069. To report a
curbside collection problem con-
tact Kenner Public Works, 468-
7515.

Trash receptacles: Single family
dwellings who participate in curb-
side collection services shall
receive one, 96-gallon trash con-
tainer, per water meter (not includ-
ing garden meters). These contain-
ers are provided and owned by
Ramelli Waste, L.L.C. Citizens are
allowed to purchase an additional
container per meter for a one-time
fee of $100 per container.
Additional containers are the prop-
erty of the home/business owner
and those citizens are urged to
obtain and keep a receipt as proof
of purchase. Additional container
purchases are transactions between
an individual citizen and Ramelli
Waste.

Small bulky waste items: Include
bicycles, toys, tree limbs, branches
and shrubbery bundled and neatly
stacked (not to exceed four feet in
length and two feet in diameter or
weigh more than 75 pounds per
bundle or item), and small pieces of
containerized concrete up to 75
pounds. Small bulky waste items
are usually collected on the second
scheduled garbage collection day.
Large bulky waste items, white

goods and tires: Collected once per
week, usually on the second collec-
tion day, and includes large items
such as tree trunks and concrete
(not to exceed 75 pounds), bulky
furniture and white goods (large

appliances). Refrigerators must
have fluids removed prior to collec-
tion with verification on the appli-
ance indicating that the fluids were
removed by a licensed company.
Two tires per residence (which can-
not exceed 40 pounds each) per
collection is accepted. Ramelli
Waste must be notified several days
prior to the anticipated collection
of bulky waste items since special
equipment may be required. Call
482-2040.

Small businesses: Small busi-
nesses that receive curbside
garbage collection are governed by
the same services and standards of
residential collection except for the
following: Bulky waste, white
goods and tires will not be removed
from small businesses. These mate-
rials may be brought to the
Jefferson Parish Landfill or nearest
Jefferson Parish trash drop-off site.
Identification is required and fees
will be imposed for Kenner citizens.
For details call 731-4612.

Multi-family residential:
Citizens living in multi-family units
(defined as more than five units)
and each individual tenant is
charged a monthly or bimonthly
garbage fee (as shown on the
Jefferson Parish Department of
Water utility bill) are eligible to
receive provided containers to be
used in the twice-per-week, curb-
side garbage collections governed
by the same services and standards
of residential collection.

Owners of multi-family struc-
tures paying for dumpster or bulk
waste containers for the storage
and disposal of solid waste gener-
ated by the occupants of said resi-
dences are exempt from paying
garbage fees. Exemptions are han-
dled through the Kenner Finance
Department at 468-4049.

Permits are required for all
dumpsters, bins, receptacles or
other containers of a permanent
nature above ground and shall not
be kept, constructed or maintained
on city property (between the pri-
vate property line/sidewalk and the
roadway edge and/or curb). For
permit information call 468-4062.

Occupants of individual units

may mark each container with the
address and number of the dwelling
unit for which it is intended in char-
acters at least six inches high and
four inches wide.

Standards: Citizens are to use
the provided roll-out trash recepta-
cle, which are intended to eliminate
unsightly garbage cans/plastic
bags. The 96-gallon container can
hold up to 250 pounds of trash.
Trash should not overflow the con-
tainer and the lid should always be
capable of being closed to prevent
damage to the container and keep
trash from falling out when being
emptied.

Containerized refuse is to be
placed curbside on the city servi-
tude (between the property
line/sidewalk and the street curb)
immediately in front of one’s own
residence/business. Containers
shall not be placed curbside sooner
than 18 hours prior to collection on
scheduled collection days. Emptied
containers must be removed from
the curb no more than 18 hours
after containers have been emptied
(per city of Kenner ordinance,
Section 7-171-F).

Fifty-five gallon drums, paper
bags and plastic grocery bags will
not be accepted as additional con-
tainers.

Hired personnel and contractors
must haul away any and all con-
struction debris, including hot
water heaters and plumbing fix-
tures. Debris from light construc-
tion work, which does not require a
building permit (carpeting removal,
sheetrock, saw dust, etc.) may be
placed curbside, but debris must be
containerized.

All fence boards and pipes (con-
crete must be removed from ends)
cannot exceed six feet in length, but
may be stacked neatly on the curb
for curbside collection.

Leaves, grass clippings and yard
waste must be containerized,
preferably in plastic yard bags and
then placed in provided
receptacle.★

For more information call
Ramelli Waste at 482-2040 or the
Kenner Help Line at 468-4357.

We are a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
great difference in the care, service and value your

family receives. If you ever have a question or would
like more information feel free to call or stop by.

Government
Ramelli Waste has a couple of garbage requests for Kenner residents
By ALLAN KATZ

★

Ramelli Waste's Kenner route manager Bill Smith and
hopper Bosco Ennu discuss Kenner collection techniques.
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Community
The Esplanade adds new retailer,
expands American Eagle store

★

In August The Esplanade in Kenner

announced the addition of rue21 to the

mall as well as the new look and expan-

sion of American Eagle Outfitters to

5,200 square feet, which will be

unveiled in early September on the

upper level.

Retailer rue21 offers affordable

styles in apparel and accessories for

young men and women. Women’s

styles featured include graphic tees,

hoodies, dresses and the store’s own

line of shoes, bags and accessories

named “etc!” The 4,300-square-foot

store is the third location in the greater

New Orleans and will be located on the

lower level near the mall’s center court

and Simon Guest Services.

“rue21 arrived just in time for back-

to-school shopping,” said Kelly White,

director of mall marketing and business

development. “The Esplanade is

thrilled to be able to offer this popular

retailer to the community.”

The Esplanade is owned by Simon

Property Group, Inc., an S&P 500 com-

pany and the largest public U.S. real

estate company. It currently owns or

has an interest in 385 properties com-

prising 261 million square feet of gross

leasable area in North America, Europe

and Asia.★

District 1 council October race
draws five challengers

Five Democratic challengers will

square off on Saturday, October 17,

2009, to fill the unexpired term for

Kenner’s District 1 council seat. The

voters will choose a successor to Marc

Johnson, who was recently elected to

the Louisiana Fifth Circuit Court of

Appeal. Presently the seat is occupied

by Sharon T. Augillard on an interim

basis.

The candidates are “Mike” Austin,

Sr., Gregory W. Carroll, Robert

Dawson, “Dee” Dunn, and Earl Smith.

Yet another race for the seat will

occur in April 2010 for a new four year

term.★

Jefferson Parish Officials are encour-

aging citizens to sign-up for emergency

alerts. There is no charge for the serv-

ice.

Citizens can choose to be alerted via

emails and/or through text messages on

their cell phones, alpha numeric pagers

and blackberry-type devices.

Registering is quick and easy on-line

by going to www.jeffersonparishla.mys-
tateusa.com. Click on the “Public Alert

Sign Up Box” on the top left side of the

page. Fill in the blanks and click the

button on the bottom of the page titled

“Sign Me Up.” Or you can go to

www.jeffparish.net and click on the link

“Disaster Planning Information” and

then click on “Emergency Alert

System” in left column. This will direct

you to the MyStateUSA webpage.

The electronic system is called

MyStateUSA and is part of the IPAWS

(Integrated Public Alert and Warning

System) pilot program provided to the

entire state by FEMA. It has been

expanded to include private citizens

who wish to receive the service.

Additionally, citizens who do not have

access to the Internet can enroll to

receive the alerts on their electronic

devices by calling the Jefferson Parish

Department of Citizens Affairs at 736-

6000 and providing their name, cell

phone and/or pager numbers and

provider.

Emergency messages will be sent to

registered users, either parish-wide or

to those in a specific threat area,

depending on the nature of the emer-

gency. Periodic testing of the system

will occur on a monthly basis; the mes-

sages will be marked as a test.

The system also enables government

at all levels to share information during

any crisis. The system can also be used

to communicate with evacuated citi-

zens after a hurricane or other crisis to

provide information about the condi-

tion of the parish and when they can

return.★

 

                  EDUCATOR’S NIGHT    
                                IN  

                          RIVERTOWN 
 

All educators are invited to join us in 

KENNER’S PLANETARIUMKENNER’S PLANETARIUM 

ANDAND 

MEGMEGADOME CINEMAADOME CINEMA 

For an evening of information and fun!!! 
�
�
�
�

               Wednesday, September 23, 2009 

                                   4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

2020 Fourth Street

                                            Kenner’s Rivertown 

 
�

�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�

 2009-2010 FIELD TRIP INFORMATION 

 

                REFRESHMENTS & DOOR PRIZES 
 

                  VISIT THE RENOVATED SPACE STATION 
 

       SNEAK PREVIEW OF PLANETARIUM SHOWS 

 

 

REGISTRATION        FIELD TRIP BRIEFING                  PREVIEW ATTRACTIONS 
    4:30 – 4:45        4:45 – 5:15                               5:15 – 6:30    
 

Please let us know if you plan to attend

For reservations,  

Call the Rivertown Welcome Center at 468-7231 
 

 

SPONSORED BY The City of Kenner and The Friends of Rivertown 

 

 

Sign up to get Jeff Parish emergency
alert messages instantly

On Wednesday, September 23, at

7:00 p.m. Louisiana House District

79 Representative Tony Ligi will

hold a town hall meeting for resi-

dents of his district. The meeting

will be held at the Kenner Pavilion

located at the corner of Loyola and

Vintage Drives in Kenner. The

meeting will recap the past legisla-

tive session and address future

issues. The floor will be open for

questions.

Louisiana state Senators Danny

Martiny and Conrad Appel, who

represent areas of District 79, will

also be in attendance.★

Town hall meeting to be held in
September by Representative Ligi
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Window Screens Made & Installed

PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
• Pool Enclosures
• Carports
• Insulated Rooms
• Replacement 

Windows
• Gutters

• Patio Covers
• Glass Rooms
• Room Additions
• Screened Rooms
• Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

504-467-6998

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•
Residential Repairs

Servicing Metairie & Kenner

SMALL JOBS

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

The city of Kenner would be

appreciative if you would plant a

tree, either on your residential or

business property.

“In the wake of Hurricane

Katrina, many Kenner residents

decided that trees are bad,” says

Scott Broussard, a landscape

architect employed in the Kenner

Department of Planning. “It is

true that falling trees were a prob-

lem during and after the hurri-

cane. But, despite the popular

belief, not all trees are hazards

during a hurricane. The right tree

in the right place can actually

slow down wind speed and could

protect your property as well as

your life. Many native trees, such

as live oaks, bald cypress and

southern magnolias are hurricane

resistant and grow well in our

area. However, we recommend

that you either consult with us or

your landscape professional to

prepare a resistant tree plan for

your property.”

Broussard says a city of

Kenner’s size should have a tree

canopy covering about 40 percent

of the land within the city’s land-

scape. But, he said, at present,

Kenner’s tree canopy covers only

1.5 percent of the landscape. And,

says Broussard, that’s where the

citizens of Kenner come in.

The city’s Public Works

Department has budgeted $70,000

for tree planting in 2009-10, but

Broussard says the impact of the

city’s tree planting would be mul-

tiplied if thousands of Kenner cit-

izens each planted a tree.

“There are plenty of good rea-

sons to plant a tree,” says

Broussard. “A tree is a natural air

conditioner, reducing cooling

costs by more than 25 percent.

Trees reduce stress on our storm

water infrastructure. Trees pro-

duce oxygen while cleaning our

air and water. Trees also provide

wildlife habitat. Trees have a

calming influence on people,

reducing stress and trees vastly

improve the physical beauty of

the city.”

Broussard said other species of

trees that grow well in Kenner

include southern red oaks, sweet

bay magnolias, crepe myrtles and

savannah hollies.

Broussard said the Kenner area

has a temperate, subtropical cli-

mate that is best for tree-planting

from November to February. He

said that while planting a tree

seems pretty straightforward,

there are a lot of things you can

do to assure that your tree-plant-

ing is successful and long-lasting.

Included in his tips are: Dig a

shallow hole that is one and a half

to three times wider than the

tree’s root ball. Slide the tree

carefully into the planting hole.

Straighten the tree in the hole.

Remove all synthetic materials

from around the trunk and root

ball. Fill the planting hole with

backfill soil and add 10 to 20 gal-

lons of water to the root ball.

Stake the tree if necessary and be

sure to water weekly until it’s

established. Broussard notes that

before you dig you should check

the location of underground utili-

ties and make sure that the tree

has adequate room to mature.

“We can make Kenner a much

greener city and healthier city

than it is today,” said Broussard.

“People in Kenner take great

pride in their gardens, as they

should. But we hope that a couple

of years from now, we’ll be

speaking of Kenner as a city with

more than a 40 percent tree

canopy and a city where residents

point to some fine growing tree

and say, ‘You know, I planted

that.’”★

Community
Want to help Kenner? Plant a tree!
By ALLAN KATZ

During the summer residents of Beachview

Heights subdivision joined the Kenner Police

Department’s Neighborhood Watch Program.

Getting involved in the program came about because

of the resurrection of the Beachview Heights Civic

Association, which had been dormant for many

years.

Kenner District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn said the

residents felt a need for the added protection in order

to combat recent crime issues in the surrounding

area. The subdivision is bounded north/south by 42nd

Street and Joe Yenni Boulevard and east/west by

Alabama and Florida Avenues.

In the Neighborhood Watch program, installed

block captains monitor their area and follow KPD

procedures in order to alert the police department

when suspicious activity occurs. Neighborhood

Watch Coordinator Johanna Lae said, “We are in the

formative stages of getting organized and will have

future meetings to further develop the group.”

Beachview Heights Civic Association President

Remy Bosio said the Neighborhood Watch program

is an integral part of the civic association. “Since we

began 33 signs have been installed in our neighbor-

hood. I credit the help of KPD officers Ninoska

Guggenheim and Brian Norwood and their tireless

efforts in getting us started.”

Zahn, whose district includes Beachview, is

extremely pleased with the residents’ involvement

and dedication. “When the subdivision’s civic asso-

ciation was revived I was glad and also hopeful it

would also lead to the watch program. The block

captains will help and assist the Kenner Police

Department in preventing

an unwanted criminal ele-

ment from filtering into

our neighborhood. I want

the criminals to know they

are not welcome here or

anywhere else in Kenner.”

Zahn said the first step in

organizing a

Neighborhood Watch

group is to contact the

KPD Community

Relations Division at 712-

2294 or by emailing .

More information is avail-

able at the KPD website

www.kennerpd.com.
An added benefit civic association involvement is

getting to get to know neighbors. Lae said, “In join-

ing the civic association I have become newly

acquainted with lots of people in my neighborhood.”

Bosio, very happy with Zahn’s hard work said,

“Councilman Zahn’s efforts were instrumental in

getting our civic association revived and member-

ship has really taken off with his help. The plan is to

schedule quarterly meetings. If anyone is interested

in joining they can call Councilman Zahn’s office

for information.” His office phone number is 468-

7249.

Zahn plans to meet with residents of other neigh-

borhoods in his district including Greenlawn,

Driftwood and Lake Vista to stimulate similar

involvement.★

Civic association and Neighborhood Watch
start in Beachview Heights subdivision

★
English

Sept. 19, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
&

Sept. 20, 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Spanish
Sept. 26, 10 a.m - 6 p.m.

&
Sept. 27, 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

HOMEBUYER
TRAINING CLASS

CONNCCHITTA SSUULLLII
Sulli Educational Services, Inc.

4224 Florida Ave. - Suite #7

464-6224

Pre-Registrationa must!

Kenner District 3
Councilman

Ben Zahn

Latest styles of 

Handbags
&

Fleur De Lis Home Decor

Visit Pearl Girls
(Booth L13 in the Lobby)

Pontchartain Center Home and Garden Show
September 11 – 13, 2009
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The first impres-

sion people make

about your home is

usually formed when entering and looking

at the front door. So if it is looking worn it

is time to give it a makeover. Whether you

paint, stain or varnish, begin by removing

the door from the hinges and removing the

door hardware. It will save time because

you won’t need to carefully cut in with a

brush. You may need to take the door on

and off for a couple of days before finish-

ing the project. For a good result, the out-

side temperature should be about 75˚ F or

higher with low humidity conditions.

Whether painting or varnishing your

door, it is best to use a good quality brush

with a taper to provide better control when

painting corners and cutting in fine edges.

To end up with a final smooth-looking

finish, the door itself must be smooth

before you apply the finish coat. Patch

any cracks in the door with quick drying

wood filler. Sand the filler so that the sur-

face is flush. If you’re painting a new

wood door, the door needs to be sanded

after it is primed. Primers tend to have

heavy pigments that fill microscopic voids

in the wood. Water-based primers will

raise the grain of the wood slightly.

Sanding the dry primer with a sanding

sponge that has an abrasiveness of at least

#120 grit usually will suffice. Be sure to

brush away all dust. A previously painted

door in an older home built prior to 1977

might have lead in the paint which is high-

ly toxic, so be very careful when sanding.

Typically you’ll need one coat of primer

and two coats of latex paint to get profes-

sional results. The key is to apply thinner

coats of paint, not a thick coat that might

run or sag. Follow the drying time direc-

tions of the product you choose. When

painting a door, start with the inside

edges, then paint the molding, panels,

muntins (top and then bottom), transoms

(top, middle, and bottom) and finish with

the stiles. You can use a roller to apply

paint to wider open areas of the door,

brushing the paint immediately to give

you the look that the paint was brushed

on.  Be sure to use a roller with minimal

nap if you decide to do this.

Do not let paint build up on the edges of

the door as the excess paint can be very

problematic when the door hits against the

door jamb. If the door was a tight fit to

start, new paint may cause it to bind to the

frame. If you hang the door before the

paint cures, the paint on the door can stick

to the paint on the jamb and you’ll have a

huge mess.

Spray painting doors can save enor-

mous amounts of time. There are some

fantastic spray-painting tools that give

you professional results with a very small

learning curve. It only takes minutes to

clean the spray-paint tool, so don’t let the

cleanup process stop you from trying this

method.

To stain or varnish a door, first sand the

wood down to remove weather-beaten

areas and the old finish. It’s a lot easier to

sand off the old stain than to strip it unless

there is detailed work on the external sur-

face. On a plain flat door use a rotary

sander and 60 to 80 grit sandpaper. Then

use 150 to 200 grit sandpaper with a detail

sander or palm sander to remove any

unevenness the rotary sander caused. If

the door has a lot of detail you may have

to use a chemical stripper. Next clean the

door and make sure all dirt and sanding

dust has been removed.

The stain is what makes the wood look

good, but does not protect it. Use an alkyd

gel stain and follow the application direc-

tions. Next, but most importantly, apply a

clear coat, i.e., urethane or varnish to pro-

tect the door. Whether you use a spar ure-

thane, an exterior polyurethane (designed

to better handle the sunlight and rain) or a

marine spar varnish with high UV protec-

tion, begin by applying the clear coat with

brushes to the carved areas first and then

progress to the styles and rails. Always

brush thin coats and in the direction of the

wood grain. Quality white china bristle

brushes will provide professional results.

Between each coat, sand the doors lightly

with 180 grit sanding blocks and remove

the dust with a tack rag. Do not sand too

aggressively or you risk breaking through

the first coat. Apply the second coat in the

same manner as the first. Because of the

area in which we live it is probably best to

apply as many as three to four coats.

You may want to take three days to

complete the job, especially since it takes

some time to sand the old stain off and

longer to strip it. You’ll get a much better

end product if you let the door dry after

staining for at least 24 hours. Of course

this could be difficult because you will

have the door off the frame a lot. Try to

use stain or varnish early in the morning

to give the door as much time to dry in

warm, sunny temperatures as possible.

Complete your front door’s mainte-

nance and makeover with new hardware

and it will look great for a long time.★

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed profes-
sional engineer and licensed home inspec-
tor and the president of Criterium-
Dormady Engineers, a locally owned con-
sulting engineering firm specializing in
residential and commercial building
inspection services. Dormady can be
reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criterium-

dormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady
Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dor-

mady.com.

Home
Front door makeover step by step
By DAN DORMADY

★

Edward Nikolaus, Jr.
Owner

Over 25 Years Experience • Works With Any Insurance Company • Lifetime Warranty

WORLD CLASS COLLISION AND DETAIL CENTER
2835 Virginia Street • Kenner • 467-7775

27 West 27th Street • Kenner, LA
HOURS: M-F 8-3 • SAT 9-12 • SUN By Appt.

34 years experience – licensed & insured
We do weeding, trimming and colorful bedding plants.

DON’T TTHINK DDIGGINNGG IIN
THE DDIRT IIS RRIGHT FFOR YYOOU??

LET US AT

LYNNE DIMM’S NURSERY, LLC
give your house a face lift.

Renovate your curb appeal using, colorful flowers, leafy green trees,
natural mulches and sweet smelling shrubs.

Call Lynne at 468-5467 today!

Join Us For An Event.
We Invite Your Membership.

The Kenner Pofessional Business
Association’s (KPBA)
meeting will be held

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2009
Speaker: Susanne Wintz Karst

Certified Trainer and Account Manager,
Dale Carnegie Training® of New Orleans

Call 962-3930 to make luncheon reservations
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. • Lunch at noon.

Crowne Plaza Hotel
2829 Williams Blvd. • Kenner

Kenner
Professional Business
Association
Founded in 1985

A Community Based
Networking Organization
For Men and Women

www.kpba.biz
Info: 962-3930

Williams Blvd. at the Lake
LAKETOWN FESTIVAL RETURNING

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2009

Gates open at 11:00 a.m.

12:00 pm - 1:50 pm
2:15 pm - 4:05 pm
4:30 pm - 6:20 pm
6:45 pm - 8:35 pm

9:00 pm - til

Rockin' Dopsie
Topcats

Chee Weez
Cowboy Mouth
Eddie Money
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4232 Williams Blvd. Suite 102 •  464-0624

Victoria A.M. Smith, M.D.

Family Practice
Men  •  Women  •  Children
Female Care  •  Pap Smears

ContraceptionSe habla español
fala-se português

Office Hours by Appointment
4228 Williams Blvd., Suite 203  •  496-0138  or 889-4011

NOWBACK INKENNER

Kenner Jazzercise Center
4228 Williams Blvd., Ste. 205 • (Between Vintage and the Lake)

464-4600 • www.jazzercise.com

$20 OOFF as a 
"gift from us"

new customers only • exp 09/30/09

Healthcare Alliances: GlobalFit; ASHN - Silver&Fit, Active&Fit, and Affinity

Williams Boulevard between Vintage Drive and Joe Yenni Boulevard

Laketown Village



Summerville at Kenner recently

announced a complimentary home visits

program, “You don’t have to live with us

for us to help” – part of the Emeritus

company’s “Senior living safely some-

where” program.

“We are committed to making sure that

every senior in our area in need finds the

combination of programs and services

that serves them best, even if they do not

live at Summerville at Kenner,” said

Tina Stephenson, community relations

director at the facility. “We recognize

that some of our area seniors may want

to live at home as long as they can. We

also know that these seniors may face a

variety of challenges living at home, and

may need assistance identifying all of

their support service options. This is

why Summerville at Kenner is pleased to

offer our team of dedicated health care

professionals to serve these seniors and

their families as a complimentary serv-

ice.”

Stephenson said there are many sen-

iors in the area going without the vital

health, social and supportive services

they need to maintain their quality of life

at home and Summerville’s home visits

program will help these seniors cope

with their challenges and provide a host

of resources to help them stay healthy

and connected to the community.

Stephenson said a few of the services

that Summerville at Kenner will be

offering at no charge to local seniors will

consist of nurse evaluations to help iden-

tify care needs, support systems check to

identify potential challenges based upon

gaps in needed assistance, referrals to

other area providers as needed based

upon needs uncovered, post-visit follow

up coordination with families and refer-

ral sources after home visits, access to

Emeritus resources such as the family

lending library and senior safety tips

plus a listening ear and enjoyable visit

for the senior.

For a senior to benefit from one of

these home visit services contact

Summerville at Kenner at 467-1000.

Summerville at Kenner is an Emeritus

company “Senior Living” community, a

national provider of assisted living and

Alzheimer’s and related dementia care

services to seniors. Emeritus is one of

the largest and most experienced opera-

tors of freestanding assisted living com-

munities located throughout the United

States.★

AMERICA’S LARGEST AND MOST RELIABLE WIRELESS NETWORK

Buy a BlackBerry Storm™,  get any 
BlackBerry Smartphone FREE!

Exclusive BlackBerry® Offer!

Choose 10
Get the best value in wireless. 

numbers to share on any Nationwide Family 
SharePlan® with 1400 Anytime Minutes or more.

numbers on any Nationwide Single Line Plan 
with 900 Anytime Minutes or more.Choose  5

Choose any numbers on any network. Even landlines. 
Change your numbers online anytime! 

Activation fees, taxes & other charges apply.*

Unlimited calling to any 10 numbers. Anywhere in America. Anytime.

 BlackBerry Curve™
 BlackBerry Storm

BlackBerry Pearl™
BlackBerry 8830

Our best Samsung phones.
Samsung Sway™

$19.99
$69.99 2-year retail price - $50.00 mail-in rebate debit card

after mail-in 
rebate debit card

With new 2 year activation.

$99.99 2-year retail price - $100.00 mail-in rebate debit card

*Our Surcharges (incl. Fed. Univ. Svc. of 12.9% of interstate & int’l telecom charges (varies quarterly), 7¢ Regulatory & 92¢ Administrative/line/mo. & others by area) are not taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888); gov’t taxes & our surcharges could add 5%–37% to your bill. Activation fee/line: 
$35 ($25 for secondary Family SharePlan lines w/ 2-yr. Agmts). IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee, up to 40¢/min after allowance & add’l charges apply for data sent or received (incl. Mobile 
Web ads). Friends & Family: Only domestic landline or wireless numbers (other than directory assistance, 900 numbers or customer’s own wireless or Voice Mail access numbers) may be added; all qualifying lines on an account share the same Friends & Family numbers, up to account’s 
eligibility limits; My Verizon required to set up and manage Friends & Family numbers. BlackBerry, RIM, Research In Motion, SureType® and related trademarks, names and logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries 
around the world. Device capabilities: Add’l charges & conditions apply. Offers & coverage, varying by service, not available everywhere. Network details & coverage maps at verizonwireless.com. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 weeks & expires in 12 months. © 2009 Verizon Wireless.

 

With new 2-yr activation on a voice plan with email 
feature, or email plan.

900

4041 Williams Blvd B7
Kenner,LA 70065
(504)-466-8488

1201 Jeff erson Hwy B
Jeff erson, LA 70121
(504)267-0501

517 Metairie Rd. Suite 
200  
Metairie, LA 70005
(504)302-1464
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Seniors
Summerville launches free home visit program for seniors

★

and our citizens,” said Conley. “I’m

sure that in the past there were logical

reasons for Jefferson Parish to handle

marijuana possession cases, but given

the present circumstances, it’s more

efficient and effective to have these

cases tried in Kenner courts.”

Councilwoman Black said in addi-

tion, she has asked that Kenner’s judi-

cial system develop a counseling func-

tion that helps discourage further use of

these illegal substances by the defen-

dants.

“We all should be concerned about

substance abuse as it has affected many

families.  Our drug court’s function

should be to not only fine or jail the

persons using illegal drugs but also to

help them deal with their drug issues,”

said Councilwoman Black. 

Another benefit of the shift of hear-

ing Kenner marijuana possession cases

in the city’s courts is that any fines

assessed those found guilty of marijua-

na possession will henceforth be direct-

ed to the city’s coffers, rather than

Jefferson Parish. Fifty percent of all

fines collected will be directed to the

KPD which can contribute towards

helping its budget crisis.

Said Conley, “ I don’t have an idea

how much money would be generated,

but between the fines, costs and savings

it should prove to be substantial.”★

Marijuana
(continued from page 1)



Some moms don’t want to breastfeed

their babies in public. Others consider

breastfeeding too much trouble. But the

nurses in the obstetrics department at

Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner are con-

vincing advocates of breastfeeding.

“The first week of August was dedicat-

ed internationally to breastfeeding but at

Ochsner, we are advocates of breastfeed-

ing 12 months of the year,” says Heather

Frught, an R.N. and an International

Board Certified Lactation Consultant,

who helps teach families and staff the

benefits of breastfeeding.

“It’s been demonstrated in many stud-

ies that breastfeeding is good for mothers

and babies,” said Frught. “For babies, it

means fewer infections, including ear

infections which are common in babies.

The antibodies from mother’s milk help

fight infections. It has also been shown

that breastfeeding raises a baby’s IQ, as

well as helping brain and eye develop-

ment.”

For mothers, the hormones stimulated

by breastfeeding cause the uterus to con-

tract to its pre-pregnancy size and reduce

the mother’s risk of bleeding after deliv-

ery. Breastfeeding has been linked to a

lower risk of breast and ovarian cancer,”

said Frught.

“We strongly recommend breastfeed-

ing, even for teenage moms,” says

Frught. She says a key in helping moms

decide whether to breastfeed is the

encouragement of family members,

including grandparents. “When grandma

tells a young mom that breastfeeding will

benefit her and her baby, that’s a pretty

convincing argument from one who

knows through experience,” says Frught.

The pre-natal classes at Ochsner

Medical Center-Kenner include sessions

on how to breastfeed. “We are going to

expand our services in the near future,”

said Frught, “offering, by appointment,

outpatient consults for the mother-to-be

and also the breastfeeding couplet with

any challenges after discharge from the

hospital. We will also be renting and sell-

ing breast pumps and breastfeeding sup-

plies including nursing bras. In the end,

the choice to breastfeed is mom’s. Our

experiences over the years clearly indi-

cate breastfeeding has many proven ben-

efits that go beyond infancy and we’re

glad to share that with every mother-to-

be who comes through our program.”★

COME IIN OON YYOUR BBIRTHDAY
& RRECEIVE AA CCATFISH PPLATTER OOR SSEAFOOD CCOMBO FREE!

WITH $$6 MMINIMUM PPURCHASE  ••  MMUST SSHOW LLEGAL PPHOTO II.D.

AALL YYOU CCARE TTO EEAT 55PM -- TTILL
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NNoott ggoooodd wwiitthh aannyy ootthheerr ssppeecciiaall
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$1399$1399
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$$11999999
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Arita M. L. Bohannan

Attorney at Law

• Mother• Mother

• Wife• Wife

• Community Leader• Community Leader

• Business Owner• Business Owner

“Hard Working People Deserve a Hard Working Attorney”

““OOuurr ffaammiillyy
pprroouuddllyy sseerrvviinngg KKeennnneerr

ffaammiilliieess ffoorr nneeaarrllyy aa ddeeccaaddee..””

We look forward to serving your legal needs:
FAMILY LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

SOCIAL SECURITY CLAIMS

PERSONAL INJURY 

1201 Williams Blvd.  Kenner, La   •   468.1100 •   www.nolalawyer.com

Health
At Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner Obstetrics, breastfeeding
is considered the way to go
By ALLAN KATZ

★
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181 WW. AAirline DDrive, KKenner     
469-6199

Louisiana AAssociation oon CCompulsive GGambling HHotline 
1-877-770-STOP ((7867).

OOPPEENN 2244 HHOOUURRSS AA DDAAYY • Kenner Police on site 24/7

• Flat screen TV give-a-ways

• VIP Reward System to win
cash and prizes

• $1000 jackpots

• Nickel, quarter & penny 
machines

• Large assortment of different 
machines

• Newest casino online in the 
state of Louisiana

A number of

years ago, the

Louis Armstrong

New Orleans International Airport pur-

chased properties from nearby residents as

part of the Airport Noise Mitigation

Program. This program is a Federal

Aviation Administration (FAA) buyout

program designed to offer homeowners

impacted by direct aircraft noise the

opportunity to move to less impacted

areas. The cost to the FAA and the airport

for the buyouts has been in the millions.

However, this has been a successful pro-

gram for interested home sellers. Fair mar-

ket value plus relocation costs were paid

for the properties as stipulated by the FAA

program guidelines.

The question many have asked is what

will the airport do with the properties? The

airport has the option of selling, leasing or

exchanging the properties it does not need.

Under the federal program, the properties

cannot be resold for residential use.

However, they can be utilized in a com-

mercial endeavor. About 71 acres in

Kenner and 12 acres in Waggaman are

available for re-development.

There are several challenges to getting

the properties back into commerce, but an

active plan is unfolding to do just that.

First, to be re-developed for non-residen-

tial uses, most potential businesses would

want parcels of land that are substantially

larger than the typical residential lot.

Therefore, it is necessary to parcel the

individual lots together into acreage suit-

able for re-development. Second, since the

buy-out program was voluntary, some

homeowners chose to participate and oth-

ers did not – thereby creating intermittent

residential uses in what will become a

non-residential area, and interrupting the

contiguous use of the land around the

remaining homes. Third, the streets and

rights-of-way belong to the city of Kenner.

In order to parcel together the land, a part-

nership with the city and the airport is nec-

essary, along with rezoning of the land to

a non-residential designation.

The New Orleans Aviation Board and

the Kenner City Administration and

Council have long expressed a desire to

re-develop the land. Now a plan is under-

way to collaborate on all issues needed to

put this land back on the market. The city

and the airport are working together to

develop a Request for Proposals (RFP) to

attract developers for various groupings of

the buy-out land. Stay tuned for more

developments as the RFP is finalized.

Already there are two examples of suc-

cess. The land near 32nd Street was

acquired from the airport by a developer

from the airport in exchange for the old

Iafrates property then adjacent to the air-

port’s campus. In that case, the developer

worked with the city and city of Kenner to

parcel the properties and rights-of-way

and streets. Secondly, the New Orleans

Aviation Board is pleased to have recently

announced a cooperative endeavor with

the city of Kenner to move forward with

improvements to Aberdeen Street. This

project will involve the addition of two

lanes (one in each direction) to Aberdeen

Street, installation of additional lighting,

and the creation of a landscaped lighted

gateway from the general aviation facili-

ties to Kenner and improved access to

businesses located on the north side of the

airfield. The cost is estimated to be $5.5

million dollars financed with airport

funds, in addition to $2 million already

spent on property acquisition. The design

is well underway and construction is

planned for 2010. Approximately 130 con-

struction related jobs associated with this

project will benefit the city of Kenner and

other communities.

Working with local governments to pro-

vide a better airport and improve the qual-

ity of life in the surrounding communities

is important to the Aviation Board. When

the community and the airport can work

together, it is a win-win for everyone. I

look forward to bringing our readers fur-

ther updates on the progress of our airport

modernization effort as new phases are

begun and completed.★

Patricia Malone can be reached at
www.flymsy.com. Check your local list-
ings for the air time of the Armstrong
International Airport 30 minute television
program, “Airport Alive” or view it on the
airport website by clicking on the “Airport
Alive” link on the homepage.

Airport
Teaming for development
By PATRICIA MALONE, Interim Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport

★



KENNER ST★R  SEPTEMBER 2009 17

There’s No 

Better Time 

Than Now!

Only$30per month*

PersonalTrainersAvailable

1W
EEK

FREE
No obligation... Com

e try us!

2246 Florida Ave., Kenner  •  464-4688 By Appointment Only

* plus tax 
* enrollment fee 
not included

No Long

Term 

Contracts!

Come see our Terrific Facility

Co-Ed Gym
offering:

Now Accepting

American 

Specialty Health

Insurance

Free Weights  •  Cardio

Circuit System  •  Sauna

Aerobic Classes – Age 7 to Seniors
Yoga/Pilates  •  Step Aerobics

Youth  •  Senior Citizens

Owners: Heidi Labourdette Wyatt & Bruce Wyatt
Monday - Friday: 
5 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday:
5 a.m. - 6 p.m.

★

The Ice House
2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.

(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
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469-3503
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The 2009 National Carcinoid/NET

Patient Conference is being held in the

heart of the French Quarter in New Orleans

from September 24 to September 26. The

neuroendocrine program at Ochsner

Medical Center-Kenner is proud to be a

sponsor of this upcoming conference.

A neuroendocrine tumor (NET) is a rare

hormone producing tumor that affects neu-

roendocrine cells and is present throughout

the nervous and endocrine systems. Most of

the time it is very slow growing and it is

often difficult to diagnose. The patient may

present with vague symptoms such as

flushing, diarrhea, palpitations, cardiac dis-

ease or wheezing. Neuroendocrine tumors

can originate anywhere in the body.

Carcinoid tumors, however, are the most

common detected and are usually found in

the lungs or gastrointestinal tract. Because

of the difficulty in diagnosing these tumors,

diagnosis is delayed on average of 10 years.

Ochsner’s neuroendocrine program in

Kenner specializes in the diagnosis and

management of all forms of neuroendocrine

tumors. The program is an affiliation

between Louisiana State University Health

Science Center and Ochsner Medical

Center.

Topics that will be covered welcome an

audience of all levels, including patients,

family members and caretakers of patients,

as well as physicians and other health pro-

fessionals. Various speakers are scheduled

and some of the sessions to be discussed

include: biomarkers/pathology for carci-

noid and islet cell, establishing the

basics…what do you really need to know?,

what’s new in neuroendocrine tumors,

novel treatments for neuroendocrine tumors

and nuclear medicine scans, PRRT and

other radioactive therapy.

The conference will be held at the Astor

Crowne Plaza in the French Quarter. For

more information, visit the conference

website at www.carcinoidawareness.org to

view agenda and for online registration and

hotel reservations. Please register early as

enrollment is limited.★

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive
officer at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
and has served in this role for four years.
Zambito has been at the Kenner facility for
over 18 years. For more information,
please contact OMC-Kenner at the corner
of West Esplanade and Loyola Avenues in
Kenner or call 468-8600.

Health
2009 National Carcinoid
NET Patient Conference
to be held in New Orleans
By PAOLO ZAMBITO 

★



18 SEPTEMBER 2009 KENNER ST★R  

While there are

many individuals

who have plenty of

money to invest,

more than a few hesitate to do so because

they are unsure of exactly how or where

to invest their money. And while it may

seem a logical conclusion that the more

money you have the more complicated

your investment picture becomes, that is

not necessarily the case. Financial invest-

ment strategies can still be broken down

into simple, easy-to-understand terms.

Asset allocation – One of the most

important elements of a successful finan-

cial strategy is proper asset allocation.

This refers to the mix of investments you

have in your portfolio, and it’s important

to keep a good balance of different types

of investments – like stocks, bonds and

cash, for example – diversified across a

range of industry groups or sectors. Your

ultimate financial objectives, the amount

of time you have to invest and your own

risk tolerance should all be taken into

consideration as you decide exactly how

to divide up your funds and where to

invest them. Although asset allocation

will diversify your portfolio, it will not

protect against fluctuating prices or

uncertain returns.

Equity investment strategies – When

investing in stocks, a good rule of thumb

is to diversify your stock portfolio across

a number of sectors; you may also want

to overweight industry sectors whose

stocks you believe are likely to benefit

from the current outlook for the economy.

Once you have identified these sectors,

you can begin to select specific stocks

from within them.

You may want to consider stocks that

pay dividends, which can give your

investment an added boost. Another ben-

efit of these stocks is that you can usual-

ly reinvest the dividends you earn direct-

ly into the purchase of more stock, and

many investment firms even have pro-

grams that allow you to do so at no cost.

Another good idea is to select compa-

nies that have a solid foundation and have

the potential to continue to grow over the

long term. While it’s not easy to predict

the future, the advice of a financial advi-

sor and a little research of your own

should enable you to identify companies

that have the qualities necessary to meet

your long-term objectives.

Fixed-income investment strategies –

When you buy a bond, you are usually

promised the return of your principal as

long as you keep it until maturity. In

addition, you earn interest on your money

before the bond matures. There are a

wide variety of fixed-income products

available. Some can be tax-advantaged,

and many generally afford you a fixed

rate of return.

Estate planning – Regardless of your

age, an estate plan is a valuable tool that

can help preserve your estate in the unex-

pected event of your incapacitation or

even death. It can also ensure your assets

are properly managed, according to your

wishes, for your heirs. Proper estate plan-

ning can even help reduce federal estate

taxes for your heirs, so they can more

fully enjoy the benefits of the money you

have left to them.

While this is just a simple overview of

some of the many financial opportunities

available to you, it’s important to begin

your financial strategy right away. Talk to

a financial advisor to find out more about

the ways you can tailor your asset man-

agement strategies to help you enjoy your

money now and in the future.★

John Prevost is a financial advisor and
first vice president of investments with
Wells Fargo Advisors. This column was
provided courtesy of John Prevost whose
office is located at 111 Veterans
Boulevard, Suite 1800, in Metairie.
Prevost can be reached at 834-2663. This
column has been sponsored by Wells
Fargo Advisors, LLC. Wells Fargo
Advisors is the trade name used by two
separate registered broker-dealers: Wells
Fargo Advisors, LLC and Wells Fargo
Financial Network, LLC, Members SIPC,
non-bank affiliates of Wells Fargo and
Company. The accuracy and complete-
ness of this article are not guaranteed.
The opinions expressed are those of the
author and are not necessarily those of
Wells Fargo Advisors/Wells Fargo
Advisors Financial Network or its affili-
ates. The material is distributed solely for
information purposes and is not a solici-
tation or an offer to buy any security or
instrument or to participate in any trad-
ing strategy. Investments in securities
and insurance products are not FDIC-
insured, not bank-guaranteed and may
lose value.

Investing
Investment strategies for those with money to invest
By JOHN PREVOST

★



KENNER ST★R  SEPTEMBER 2009 19

Negligence is the legal concept that some-

one who acts unreasonably should be

responsible for any harm resulting. While

most people may have multiple ideas of

what might constitute a negligence claim,

the law of Louisiana makes the theory of

negligence relatively simple through a five-

part test. This is called a duty/risk form of

negligence and the five elements that must

be established in a negligence claim are:

cause-in-fact, duty, scope of the risk, breach

of duty and injury.

The following is an example of what a

negligence claim may look like. Sharon was

driving down the road approaching a famil-

iar intersection. In a rush to get to her grand-

daughter’s piano recital, Sharon decided not

to stop for the stop sign, but dramatically

accelerated instead. Thibodeaux, a cautious

driver, had made a complete stop at the

intersection and had started to proceed

through the intersection, believing that

Sharon would stop at her stop sign. As a

result the two cars collided. Sharon walked

away from the accident free of any injuries

but Thibodeaux was left paralyzed.

The first four elements of a negligence

claim are the hardest to prove and the last

one, injury, is usually the easiest. Looking at

the first four elements, the cause-in-fact

component can be established by showing

that the negligent act was a substantial fac-

tor in causing the harm or that the harm

would not have occurred if not for Sharon’s

actions. Here, Sharon’s negligent act of not

stopping for the stop sign did cause the acci-

dent which in turn caused Thibodeaux’s

injuries. Therefore, Sharon’s failure to stop

meets the cause-in-fact element.

The next element is that a duty existed. In

other words, Thibodeaux must show that

Sharon had a duty to stop at the stop sign.

Traditional duty in Louisiana is the “reason-

able person” standard which requires a jury

to find that a reasonable person in similar

circumstances would have a duty to act

responsibly and would have acted different-

ly than Sharon in carrying out that duty.

Here, an ordinary, reasonable, prudent driv-

er would have stopped at the intersection

and would not have accelerated as Sharon

did. In addition, Sharon is negligent “per

se,” or without further proof needed,

because she violated traffic laws. As a result,

Sharon had a duty to stop in this example

and thereby breached this duty, the fourth

element, by not doing so.

The next question is does Sharon’s duty

extend to the scope of risk, the third ele-

ment, which in this case was a car accident?

The purpose of traffic laws is to promote

safety, lessen congestion and give order to

those driving on the road. Sharon’s duty to

abide by the traffic laws easily extends to the

possibility of harm or an accident if she does

not obey them. Therefore, the scope of risk

resulting from the breach of a duty is clear.

In this example, the injury is

Thibodeaux’s paralysis and whatever dam-

age his car sustained. Thibodeaux has a

great negligence claim against Sharon in this

example for his medical expenses, actual

damages and pain and suffering caused by

Sharon. However, Thibodeaux may struggle

to establish this claim, even though it may

seem like a cut and dry case, if Thibodeaux

is unaware that all five of these duty/risk ele-

ments of negligence must be proven. Thus

from the most simple of cases like this

example to the more complicated negligence

claims, all the elements must be proven to

establish liability based on negligence in

order to have a legal claim.★

James L. Melchers is the senior attorney
at Melchers Law Firm, located at 909 West
Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and the firm’s
primary areas of practice are estate plan-
ning, wills, trusts, successions, corporate
law, and personal injury. Melchers can be
reached at 467-1092 or visit the website at
www.melcherslawfirm.com. Melchers Law
Firm is open one Saturday morning each
month.

Law
The five elements of negligence
and its consequences
By JAMES L. MELCHERS

★

Community
Grants of $1,000 available to Kenner
subdivisions for entrance beautification

★

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday

www.scottystireauto.com

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner Work • Struts
Brake Service • Batteries • Belts • Hoses

Tune-Ups CV Joints • Fuel Injection Cleaning

**Prepaid card is not redeemable for cash and may not be used for cash withdrawal at any
cash-dispensing locations The Card is not transferable and non-refundable The card is issued GET IT TODAY!GET IT TODAY!

RETAILER ADDRESS

RETAILER NAME
OR LOGO

DON’T WAIT!
AUGUST 29 through

SEPTEMBER 26, 2009 At:

by mail when you buy a set of four Bridgestone Dueler H/T or Dueler A/T tires between August 29 and September 26, 2009.

Get outstanding wet weather
traction combined with quiet ride,
comfort and sleek styling.

DUELER™ H/T
For the driver who demands a
balance of refined highway driving
and off-road performance.

DUELER™ A/T

Get A Bridgestone $50 VISA Prepaid CardGet A Bridgestone $50 VISA Prepaid Card**®

50,000 MILE TREADWEAR
LIMITED
WARRANTY*60,000 MILE TREADWEAR

LIMITED
WARRANTY*

by mail when you buy
a set of four Bridgestone
Dueler H/L Alenza, Dueler
A/T REVO, Dueler A/T REVO2
or Dueler H/P Sport, tires
between August 29 and
September 26, 2009.

Get ABridgestoneee
$10011001101 VisaVViisaVVi

Pr pepeppppe aaaaaa ddididi CCCCCCard

Get ABridgestone
$100Visa

Prepaid Card
®

**
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If there is anything you don’t like about these
Bridgestone tires, you can return them for

a full refund or exchange!

**Prepaid card is not redeemable for cash and may not be used for cash withdrawal at any
cash-dispensing locations. The Card is not transferable and non-refundable. The card is issued
by MetaBank pursuant to license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. Card funds are available for 180 days in
addition to any remaining days in the issuing month. The “Value Thru” date on the front of the
card denotes the exact date of expiration for your specific card(s). Tires must be purchased
from a Bridgestone retailer’s inventory between August 29 and September 26, 2009. Mail-in
claim form required. Restrictions and limitations apply. See your participating Bridgestone
retailer for complete details. *Certain restrictions and limitations apply to Buy & Try 30-Day
Guarantee. See your participating Bridgestone retailer for complete details.

GET IT TODAY!
USE IT TODAY!
GET IT TODAY!
USE IT TODAY!

WE ALSO HONOR:

DON’T WAIT!
AUGUST 29 through

SEPTEMBER 26, 2009 At:

Jefferson Parish has received a

$50,000 grant from the Jefferson

Community Foundation that will be used

to beautify the entrances to the parish’s

many subdivisions, including those in

Kenner.

“Jefferson Beautification, Inc. and the

Friends of Jefferson the Beautiful – the

groups that are the recipients of the

$50,000 grant – are making available

grants of $1,000 to subdivisions wishing

to beautify their entrances,” said Jay

Hebert, director of planning for the city

of Kenner. “We encourage Kenner’s sub-

divisions to take advantage of the oppor-

tunity and apply for these $1,000 match-

ing fund grants.”

Civic associations from Kenner’s sub-

divisions may contact Jefferson

Beautification, Inc. at 737-7583 or

Friends of Jefferson the Beautiful at 889-

8733 in assistance in moving forward to

applying for $1,000 grants to beautify

their entrances. “This is an excellent

opportunity to further Kenner’s efforts to

go green,” said Hebert.★

By ALLAN KATZ



464-5949 • 3635 Florida Ave.
www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com

YYoouu AArree LLoossiinngg YYoouurr HHaaiirr !!
Few words can frighten you more!

Alopecia has many causes… 
diet, medication, heredity, stress.

YYoouu ccaann ffiigghhtt bbaacckk !!
Our massage therapist will relax your body, 
our facial expert will rejuvenate your skin, 

our professional stylist will enhance your cut,
style or color to simulate thicker hair.

Caallll  ttoday ffoorr yyoouurr FFrreee CCoonssuullttaattiioonn !!

Hair StylesUnlimited
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Your community
hospital has provid-
ed excellence in
health care since

1971, and has done so with compassion and
a family approach. Now, that same out-
standing level of care is more convenient
than ever before. East Jefferson General
Hospital has launched East Jefferson
Imaging Center, a satellite diagnostic center
located at 3100 Clearview Parkway.

We have done so because we understand
that great medical care also needs to offer
patients a choice of locations. The hospital’s
main campus on Houma Boulevard is still
one of the most technologically advanced
centers in the country, offering a compre-
hensive array of imaging equipment. The

goal at introducing the East Jefferson
Imaging Center is to build on our capabili-
ties, but to do it in a way that offers our
patients ease of parking and faster service
while maintaining the same expert level of
radiologists reading the results.

So far, the reception to our new facility
has been wonderful. Housing a 64 Slice
Multi-Detector Cat Scan, one of the largest
open MRI units in the state, and convention-
al X-rays, the imaging centers can accom-
modate almost every patient. In addition,
our filmless radiology allows physicians to
easily pull the results 24 hours a day.

Another feature of the East Jefferson
Imaging Center is an on-site laboratory.
Patients are now able to bring in their physi-
cian orders and have their complete lab

work done. As with the diagnostic service,
the lab offers the same expert level of med-
ical professionals found at the hospital’s lab,
just at a location that may be more conven-
ient.

East Jefferson continues to listen to our
community and makes every effort to
extend services where it is needed the most.
That is also why we opened EJ Family Care
in the heart of Old Metairie. Headed by fam-
ily practitioner Dr. Clayton Mazoue, EJ
Family Care can treat your entire family,
regardless of age. Because they also have
lab capabilities, Dr. Mazoue and the medical
team delivers the comprehensive care you
expect.

Your family has unique medical needs.
We want to meet those needs while taking

the least amount of your time so that you can
return to work or your normal family rou-
tine. Whether you choose to visit our main
hospital for your medical needs or one of
our satellite centers, East Jefferson is there
for you.★

Keith M. Darcey is a communications
specialist with East Jefferson General
Hospital located at 4200 Houma Boulevard
in Metairie. Darcey can be reached at 889-
7110 or at kdarcey@ejgh.org. East
Jefferson General Hospital, Louisiana’s first
Nurse Magnet hospital, is a publicly owned,
not-for-profit community hospital, providing
care to the residents of the East Bank of
Jefferson Parish and surrounding communi-
ties.

EJGH experts are now more convenient than ever
By KEITH M. DARCEY

In a recent study
by the Product
S a f e t y
Commission, more
than 7,000 school
children present

annually in the emergency room for the treat-
ment of injuries related to backpacks.

Research has shown that a backpack that
weighs more than 20 percent of a child’s
weight can have adverse effects on the low

back. On average, children carry a backpack
load of 22 percent of their body weight. Also,
use of only one strap over a shoulder will
make muscles strain to compensate for the
uneven weight. The spine leans to the oppo-
site side, stressing the middle and lower back
more on one side than the other. This type of
muscle imbalance can cause muscle strain,
muscle spasm and back problems later in life
if not corrected. The weight can also pull on
the neck muscles, contributing to headache,

neck pain and arm pain.
Some of the warning signs parents and

children should recognize that the backpack
is too heavy is a change in posture when
wearing the backpack, struggling when put-
ting on or taking off the backpack, pain when
wearing the backpack, tingling or numbness
or red marks.

Some of the recommendations for safe
backpack use from most experts include
using wheels so that the backpack can be
pulled rather than carried, packing heaviest
objects into the backpack first so they are
carried lower and closest to the body, limit-
ing the backpack weight to 10 to 15 percent
of the child’s weight, wearing both straps,
wearing the backpack over the strong mid-
back muscles, using wider straps and light-
ening the load. Also, choosing a backpack
that is ergonomically designed to enhance
safety and comfort is important. Look for
backpacks that have a padded back to reduce
pressure on the back, shoulders and under
arm regions. Also, choose a backpack with
hip and chest belts which will help transfer

some of the weight from the back and shoul-
ders to the hips and torso and those with mul-
tiple compartments to better distribute the
weight. It is better to have compression
straps on the sides and bottom of the back-
pack and reflective material to enhance visi-
bility of the child.

The American Physical Therapy
Association encourages parents and teachers
to become involved in backpack safety ini-
tiatives. As parents, we need to make sure
that our children maintain a safe load to min-
imize the chance of injury.★

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is
president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy, located at 3921 Williams
Boulevard and two other locations in
Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical School
Department of Allied Health, Department of
Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals
at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy
can be contacted via email at
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com

Lighten the load: Children and their backpacks
By CRAIG GOODWIN

Community★

701 W. Esplanade, Suite B, Kenner
469-4118

F O O T B A L L  HH E A D Q U A R T E R SF O O T B A L L  HH E A D Q U A R T E R S
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The Kenner Professional Business

Association will hold its 11:30 a.m.

monthly luncheon meeting on Tuesday,

September 15, 2009 at the Crowne Plaza

Hotel located at 2829 Williams Boulevard

in Kenner. Reservations are required to

attend. Susanne Wintz Karst, a certified

trainer and account manager for Dale

Carnegie Training of New Orleans is the

featured speaker. Dale Carnegie has pro-

vided personal development to individu-

als and businesses for nearly 100 years.

Karst has a degree in chemical engi-

neering from Louisiana State University

and spent 24 years in the chemical manu-

facturing business in various management

and leadership roles. Karst took the Dale

Carnegie Course in 1992 and became an

instructor in 1996. Karst has worked part-

time for the Dale Carnegie organization

for the past 13 years and joined the busi-

ness full time this spring. Karst’s favorite

quote came from a student who said of

the class, “You could put a rock in that

room, and it would get something out of

it.”

The KPBA is sponsoring a business

card exchange hosted by Karst on

Tuesday, September 29 at 5:30 p.m. until

7:30 p.m. at the Dale Carnegie Training

Center located at 2540 Severn Avenue,

Suite 206 in Metairie. 

KPBA is a community-based network-

ing organization for men and women. For

more information about the club call 962-

3930 or visit www.kpba.biz.★

KPBA meeting to feature Dale
Carnegie trainer as speaker
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Vacations are

now over, children

are back in school

and cooler

evenings will soon be here. Now is a good

time to make sure your car is ready for the

upcoming cooler weather to avoid break-

downs, which are never convenient and can

be dangerous in cold weather. The follow-

ing are tips from the nonprofit National

Institute for Automotive Service

Excellence (ASE) providing a road map to

fall car care.

First things first – Read your owner’s

manual and follow the manufacturer’s rec-

ommended service schedules. There are

usually two schedules listed: normal and

severe.

Engine performance – Have engine dri-

vability problems (hard starts, rough idling,

stalling, diminished power, etc.) corrected

at a good repair shop. Cold weather will

make existing problems worse. Replace

dirty filters – air, fuel, PCV, etc.

Oil – Change your oil and oil filter as

specified in your manual – more often

(every 3,000 miles or so) if your driving is

mostly stop-and-go or consists of frequent

short trips.

Cooling system – The cooling system

should be flushed and refilled as recom-

mended. The level, condition and concen-

tration of the coolant should be checked

periodically. (A 50/50 mix of anti-freeze

and water is usually recommended.) If

you’re doing your own work, allow the

radiator to cool down completely before

removing the cap. (Newer vehicles have

coolant reservoirs.) The tightness and con-

dition of drive belts, clamps and hoses

should be checked by a certified auto tech-

nician.

Heater/defroster – The heater and

defroster must be in good working condi-

tion for passenger comfort and driver visi-

bility.

Windshield wipers – Replace old

blades. Stock up on windshield washer sol-

vent – you’ll be surprised how much you

use. Carry an ice-scraper just in case.

Battery – The only accurate way to

detect a weak battery is with professional

equipment. But do-it-yourselfers can do

routine maintenance. Scrape away corro-

sion from posts and cable connections,

clean all surfaces and re-tighten all connec-

tions. If battery caps are removable, check

fluid level monthly.

A word of caution: Be sure to avoid con-

tact with corrosive deposits and battery

acid. Wear eye protection and rubber

gloves. Note, too, that removal of cables

can cause damage or loss of data/codes on

some newer vehicles so refer to your man-

ual for instructions.

Lights – Inspect all lights and bulbs and

replace burned out bulbs. Periodically

clean road grime from all lenses with a

moistened cloth or towel. To prevent

scratching, never use a dry rag.

Exhaust system – Your vehicle should

be placed on a lift and the exhaust system

examined for leaks. The trunk and floor-

boards should be inspected for small holes.

Exhaust fumes can be deadly.

Tires – Worn tires will be of little use in

winter weather. Examine tires for remain-

ing tread life, uneven wearing and cupping.

Check the sidewalls for cuts and nicks.

Check tire pressure once a month. Let the

tires “cool down” before checking the pres-

sure. Rotate as recommended. Don’t forget

to check your spare and make sure the jack

is in good condition.

Emergencies – Carry gloves, blankets,

flares, a small shovel, a flashlight and a cell

phone.★

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned
and operated full-service tire and automo-
tive shop, located at 4200 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30
a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday.
Scotty’s website is
www.scottystireauto.com.

Car care at its best for fall
By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
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By THOMAS R. LYONS, M.D.

KENNER ORTHOPEDIC & SPORTS THERAPY
3921 WILLIAMS BLVD. 

KENNER, LA  70065
504-443-5152

KENNER’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ORTHOPEDIC PHYSICAL THERAPY

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE!!!!

Se habla Español                           METAIRIE & WESTBANK LOCATIONS

Health★

Ankle sprains are among the most com-

mon injuries treated by orthopedic sur-

geons. High ankle sprains represent

approximately one percent of ankle

sprains. High ankle sprains involve injury

to the ankle syndesmosis, which is a group

of ligaments that stabilize the tibia and

fibula just above the ankle joint.

Recognition of a high ankle sprain or syn-

desmosis injury is important because

treatment may differ from that of a typical

ankle sprain. Syndesmosis injury may

occur with or without an associated frac-

ture.

Diagnosis of a high ankle sprain is made

with a careful history, physical examina-

tion and imaging studies. Patients may

report a high-energy mechanism of injury

such as a sports-related event. Patients

typically report a twisting injury to the

ankle involving an external rotation force.

Pain with weight-bearing may be noted.

Physical examination usually shows dif-

fuse swelling. Tenderness to palpation is

present over the front of the ankle at the

anterior syndesmosis. Plain radiographs

(X-rays) are normal in many cases of high

ankle sprain. In more severe high ankle

sprains, and in injuries associated with

fractures, radiographs will often show

separation or diastasis of the tibia and

fibula above the ankle. On occasion addi-

tional diagnostic studies such as stress

radiographs or MRI scans are helpful in

the diagnosis of a high ankle sprain.

Treatment of high ankle sprains depends

on the severity of injury, specifically the

presence of separation or diastasis of the

tibia and fibula, and the presence of ankle

instability. In injuries where there is no

separation of the tibia and fibula and no

ankle instability, nonsurgical treatment is

appropriate. Rest, ice, compression and

elevation are recommended. A non-

weight-bearing cast is used for two to

three weeks, followed by use of a fracture

boot and progressive weight-bearing. The

recovery time for high ankle sprains is

usually longer than that for severe lateral

ankle sprains, on average 55 days com-

pared to 28 days. If separation of the tibia

and fibula is present on radiographs, then

surgical stabilization with syndesmosis

screws is usually necessary. If initial radi-

ographs are negative but clinical suspicion

for syndesmosis injury exists, then stress

radiographs may be helpful to illustrate

separation of the tibia and fibula. To prop-

erly diagnose and treat a high ankle

sprain, an evaluation by an orthopedic sur-

geon is advised.★

Thomas R. Lyons M.D. is a board certi-
fied orthopedic surgeon practicing at the
Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine
located at 671 West Esplanade Avenue in
Kenner and in Metairie at 4921 Airline
Drive. The Orthopedic Center is a multi-
specialty center dedicated to complete
musculoskeletal care with focused expert-
ise in shoulder and knee care. For addi-
tional information call 467-5900.

High ankle sprain: An 
uncommon orthopedic injury
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I just

returned

from an

extended

motorcycle trip to Colorado,

Wyoming, Nebraska and South

Dakota. We used secondary

roads and basically stayed off of

the interstate. It was wonderful

and we got to see small town

America. Unfortunately, many

of the small towns that we saw

are slowly dying. Local busi-

nesses were shuttered and it was

hard not to feel that something

was being lost.

One of our stops was in

Julesberg, Colorado, at a combi-

nation book store, coffee shop

and catalog outlet store. It was a

welcome safe harbor from a big

plains thunderstorm with hail,

driving rain and high winds –

definitely not what you want on

your motorcycle ride.

While there I read about a pro-

gram started by the local mer-

chants that sounded good to me.

The program asked its residents

to answer the following ques-

tion, “In our town, what are the

three independent businesses

that you would miss the most if

they closed?” It could be a bak-

ery, an automotive shop, an inte-

rior design store, a restaurant or

anything else. The follow-up

question was, “Wouldn’t it be

worth your while to help them

stay open?” If the answer was

yes, the program then asked,

“Then why not make a deliberate

effort to spend a total of at least

$50 per month at your three

favorite stores.”

Economists estimate that more

than 60 percent of the amount

spent in local stores is recycled

within the community. For

national stores the amount is less

than 50 percent. Not one penny

spent on the Internet is put back

into the local economy. If you

are interested in keeping your

community healthy, shop local-

ly.

So, if you like this idea, you

are one person, 1, tell two peo-

ple, 2, and pick three great local

shops, 3, then spend at least $50

locally. Many of us have heard

Benny Grunch sing “ Ain’t Dere

No More.” It is hard to hear

about those lost businesses with-

out feeling that we are all some-

what worse off because of their

departure. If we work together

we can save the unique shops

and businesses that make our

town what it is.

If you do this you will help our

local merchants, help the com-

munity and make sure that living

here continues to be the special

experience that that we all enjoy.

So, keep it local and remem-

ber 1, 2, 3…$50!★

Guy Williams is president and
chief executive officer of Gulf
Coast Bank and Trust Company.
Their Kenner branch office is
located at 3410 Williams
Boulevard. Glenn Dottolo,
branch manager, offers 25 years
of full service banking to his cus-
tomers and can be contacted at
565-3655. Visit Gulf Coast Bank
and Trust’s website at www.gulf-

bank.com.

1, 2, 3…$50!
By GUY WILLIAMS

Fitness★

Breathing. It’s the simplest of

all life functions. It’s a natural,

unlearned, automatic action. We

can do it on autopilot. Nobody

really needs to learn how to

breathe. Yet, the way that we

breathe can actually make a big

difference when it comes to fit-

ness.

The proper use of breath during

an exercise regimen can help you

to work longer and harder, creat-

ing better results! The following

are some suggestions for proper

breathing during your workout.

Never hold your breath dur-

ing exercise. Holding your breath

increases your blood pressure and

reduces blood flow to your mus-

cles that need oxygen to perform.

Exhale on the exertion.

Breathe out on the difficult part of

the exercise. For example, if you

are doing abdominal crunches,

then exhale as you lift the trunk.

The exhalation of breath will help

to power your movement.

Get a rhythm. Once you get

into your workout, keep a regular

breathing pattern and pace. A

steady rhythm of breath will give

your body the oxygen that it needs

to complete the exercise.

However, if you don’t breathe

consistently, you may find your-

self with a side stitch, particularly

during cardiovascular exercise.

Check-in with your breath.

Your breath is a good gauge to

determine if you are working too

hard or not hard enough. If you

find yourself gasping for air, then

you need to tone-down your

workout. On the other hand, if

you’re able to effortlessly belt-out

every note in sync with your mp3

player, then you need to ramp-up

your exercise intensity.

Focus on your breath. One

advantage to focused breathing is

that it creates a distraction. Forget

the fact that you have three more

minutes of overhead presses to

finish and concentrate on your

breathing pattern instead. As you

focus on your inhales and exhales,

you may be able to push yourself

a little further.

Just breathe. In the end, the

most important tip is to just

breathe, period. Breathing will

enable you to get more out of your

workout. Exercise will seem diffi-

cult if you fail to breathe properly,

but with careful attention to your

breath, your workout goals will

become more attainable. You’ll be

more likely to stick with your

exercise regimen and gain results

if you just breathe.★

Yvette Dussouy, for over 15
years has owned and operated the
Kenner Jazzercise Fitness Center,
which has recently moved to a
new location, 4228 Williams
Boulevard. A certified instructor
for over 18 years, Dussouy has
been awarded Pacesetter Elite
status by Jazzercise, Inc. for the
past ten years. Dussouy can be
reached at 464-4600 or
jazspot@aol.com. The Kenner
Jazzercise Center has classes
early morning, morning, after-
noon, evenings and weekends –
some include childcare. This class
schedule includes classes for the
overweight through the very fit.
For the complete schedule visit
www.jazzercise.com.

Just breathe
By YVETTE DUSSOUY

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 888-4941

Fax (504) 888-8120

Ochsner Home Health

Was recently rated in the top 25% of home health agencies
nationally for excellence in quality patient care.

Is also ranked number 1 in the state and number 13
in the country for their re-hospitalization rates.

Is accredited by The Joint Commission.

Has recently moved to the Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
building and provides nurses, physical, occupational

and speechtherapists as well as social workers
and aides covering a 50 mile radius.

Is bringing Ochsner’s Excellence HOME.

200 West Esplanade Avenue
Suite 601
Kenner, LA 70065
842-5585

Under AAngels ’ Wings

“Under Angels’ Wings” will feature Stein Mart Fashions
modeled by the New Orleans Saintsations, Live and 
Silent Auctions, Dinner, Raffle of Rolex Watch and 

presentation of Honorees.

Friday, October 30, 2009
Airport Hilton – Kenner

Individual tickets are $75 and sponsorships begin at $250.
Call today to reserve your tickets and tables.

Mark your calendar and help Angels’ Place provide respite and end-of-life
services to seriously ill children and their families.

4323 Division Street, Suite 206, Metairie •  455-2620

www.angelsplace.org



Investment and Insurance Products:  NOT FDIC Insured  NO Bank Guarantee  MAY Lose Value

Believe Your Beliefs and Doubt Your Doubts
We hope you and a guest will accept this invitation to attend this complimentary seminar:

Mutual funds are sold by prospectus. Please consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses 
carefully before investing. The prospectus, which contains this and other information, can be obtained by 
calling your fi nancial advisor. Read it carefully before you invest.

DATE PLACE PRESENTED BY
Tuesday,

September 15, 2009
at 11:30 a.m.

Don’s Seafood Hut
4801 Veterans Blvd.
Metairie, LA 70006

John L. Prevost 
First Vice President – Investments

Wells Fargo Advisors

Rob Richardson
Vice President NYSE Division of

Franklin Templeton Investments

and

Call to reserve your seats. RSVP to Susan Tichenor or Nicole Meunier at 504-834-2663 
or email susan.tichenor@wellsfargoadvisors.com
Wells Fargo Advisors 111 Veterans Memorial Blvd., Suite 1800, Metairie, LA 70005

 Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer and a separate non-bank affi  liate of 
Wells Fargo & Company.  0709-1569 [78513-v1] 7/09 Past performance is not indicative of the future. 
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Real Estate★

Packing is one

of those dreaded

but necessary

chores of moving.

Not only is it time consuming, but it sheds

light on how much we really have accu-

mulated since the last move. But it can be

a manageable task by starting early and

having a plan.

Don’t wait until the last minute.

Moving is stressful enough. Give your-

self at least six weeks, which gives you

enough time to pack a few boxes each day.

Take inventory of your items to deter-

mine how many packing boxes you will

need. As a rule of thumb, use small boxes

for small, heavy items such as books and

canned goods; medium-size for bulkier,

not so heavy items like linens and pots;

and reserve larger boxes for very bulky

lightweight items such as lamp shades.

Obtain boxes from a moving company

or collect sturdy boxes from local super-

markets and liquor stores. Also, consider

investing in specialty boxes, such as

wardrobe and mirror/painting cartons.

Wardrobe boxes are specially designed to

transport clothing on hangers and mir-

ror/painting cartons adjust to fit large

sizes.

Besides boxes, make sure you have

marking pens, packing peanuts or bubble

wrap, strong two-inch wide packing tape

and unprinted newspaper. The ink from

printed newspaper can rub off onto your

individual items.

Pack strategically.

Plan out how you will pack up your

belongings. Decide what needs to be

packed first, such as seldom used and out-

of-season items. Then work your way up

to everyday items, like dishes.

It’s also a good idea to pack one room at

a time. Places like your attic, basement,

garage and storage closets are a great

place to start. Clearly mark on each box

the contents and the room it will go in at

your new residence. For fragile items,

clearly mark “fragile” on the box and a

directional arrow to indicate the correct

upright position.

Decide what you will need to access as

soon as you arrive at your destination.

Write “Open First” on these boxes and

load them onto the truck last or put them

in your car. You also should pack a box

with essentials for your first few nights,

such as prescription medicine, toiletries, a

telephone, clothing, towels, toilet paper

and bed linen.

Make sure to protect your belongings.

You’ll want to make sure that your

belongings get from point A to point B in

one piece. To avoid damage, follow these

packing techniques.

Computers: Before packing your com-

puter, back up your data on either an

online service or a portable hard drive. If

possible, pack the computer in its original

boxes and packaging. If you no longer

have them, use a box with shock resistant

insulation or create padding at the bottom

and all around the sides. If you will be

using packing peanuts, wrap the computer

in a plastic bag so the peanuts won’t get

inside and damage the computer. Place the

CPU in the center of the box with the

motherboard side lying flat on the bottom.

Protect the top with more padding. Make

sure the computer is a tight-fit in the box.

Use this technique for your monitor and

printer. Don’t forget to remove the print

cartridge and paper from the printer. This

same procedure can be used with other

electronics.

Glasses and stemware: Stuff a bit of

paper inside a glass, wrap the stem, and

then wrap each piece individually. Place

glasses face down on a three to four inch

cushion of crumpled newspaper. Top off

the box with two to three inches of crum-

pled paper.

Plates: Create a three to four-inch cush-

ion of crumpled paper in a sturdy box or

dish pack. Wrap up to four plates at a time

by first placing a plate slightly off-center

on two sheets of newspaper. Then fold the

paper over the plate and stack a plate on

top of the covered plate. Fold paper back

over the second plate and repeat this

process until four plates are wrapped.

Now wrap the bundle and place it on end

in the box. Continue to fill the box with

bundled plates and then top it with two to

three inches of crumpled paper.

Large furniture pieces: Have large

plastic bags or shrink wrap on hand to

protect furniture. Use rags, blankets, com-

forters and towels for padding.

Artwork and mirrors: Wrap all pieces

individually with bubble wrap or card-

board. For artwork framed behind glass or

mirrors, tape an “X” across the mirror to

keep pieces in places in case it should

break. Place each piece in its own flat, fit-

ted box and fill in any space with crum-

pled newspaper.

A few other tidbits:

Avoid damage from leakage by packing

your liquids (including medicine) in leak

proof containers such as zippered plastic

bags. Plastic bags also come in handy for

small odds and ends.

Keep box weights to 50 pounds or less.

Use masking tape to secure lids to jars

and bottles; hold down moveable parts;

and affix nuts, bolts, screws or nails to

associated items.

Place a sock filled with coffee grinds or

baking soda in your washer, freezer and

refrigerator to prevent odors.

For more pointers on packing, talk with

your moving company representative or

your real estate professional.★

Linda R. Martin can be reached at 443-
6464. Prudential Gardner Realtors is an
independently owned and operated mem-
ber of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates,
Inc., a Prudential Financial company.
Visit the Prudential website at www.pru-

dentialgardner.com.

Packing tips to get you moving
By LINDA R. MARTIN

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

• Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability

The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast

Thursday, September 3 at 7:00 a.m. at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member.

destroy the quality of life in a neighbor-

hood. We’re fortunate that in our com-

munity, the KPD and the KHA work

together and have no tolerance for crim-

inals. Our housing authority is doing its

job and is helping make all neighbor-

hoods safer.”

The mayor names members of the

Kenner Housing Authority. Executive

Director of the KHA is Claudette

Raphael, who came to Kenner from a

similar housing post in St. John Parish

in 2007. She is highly praised by both

the mayor and police chief for her work.

Raphael holds an undergraduate degree

from Southern University and a master’s

degree from Nicholls State University.

She says the Kenner Housing

Authority has responsibility for the

upkeep of 137 public housing units in

the city and also monitors some 647

Section 8 residences. Section 8 is a fed-

eral program that subsidizes the rent of

low-income individuals and families in

homes that are often located in middle

class or upscale neighborhoods.

“Kenner is fortunate in having very

good public housing accommodations

and an exceptional Section 8 program,”

said Raphael. “We have a very good

staff and a strong Housing Authority

board that does an excellent job.”

Members of the Housing Authority are

Conchita Sulli, chair; Alvin Miller, vice-

chair; Sharon Augillard, Charles

Jouandot, and Donnie Small.

Says Chief Caraway, “If a person who

is the tenant of record in public housing

or Section 8 allows another person who

has a criminal record to reside in that

place, that is grounds for eviction. We

are very serious about monitoring both

public housing and Section 8 in Kenner.

And, we are very appreciative of the

cooperation that we get from the Kenner

Housing Authority.”★

Housing Authority
(continued from page 1)

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE

KENNER ST★R



A few years ago,

I wrote in this col-

umn:

“My mind goes

back to the ‘Night Before Labor Day,’ as

we all waited for Jimmy Hoffa to come

down the chimney at our house. Then the

next day, we would head out to the park

with our picnic baskets and after the hot

dogs and barbeque, and the pick-up softball

or touch football game, I remember we

would spend the rest of the day decorating

the Labor Tree with my father’s empty beer

bottles and tinsel made out of left over

Reynolds Wrap. After that we would go

from campsite to campsite singing Labor

Carols such as “Look For The Union

Label,” “Workin’ In a Coal Mine,” and my

favorite, a medley of songs by Wilson

Pickett, for those on who happened to be

on strike at the moment.”

So, once again it’s September and this

month we are celebrating another Labor

Day. Jimmy Hoffa has been taken off the

list of saints by the Vatican, so all we can

do is wait for St. Nicholas on Christmas

Eve. Hoffa really left a vacuum when it

comes to big names in the labor movement.

I can’t think of a single person who is

famous for being connected with labor. Not

like the old days with people like Hoffa,

Samuel Gompers, John L. Lewis, Walter

Reuther, Cesar Chavez and Joe Hill.

Hill was executed by firing squad in

1915 after being convicted of killing two

people in a robbery. His trial was widely

publicized and many famous people,

including President Woodrow Wilson,

called for his exoneration without success.

Then, there was Mark R. Clancy. Mark

was my father, and in the 1950s was a busi-

ness agent for local 320 of the International

Union of Electrical Workers in Syracuse,

New York. I never knew what a business

agent was when I was growing up, but

apparently he negotiated the contracts with

the “Big Guys.” Local 320 was formed in

1949 as the bargaining unit at General

Electric in Syracuse.

I vaguely remember my father leading a

big strike in those days, and I think he was

on the local news a lot at that time. In those

days unions were hot stuff in America and

membership was still growing. I imagine

there were hundreds of members at GE

back then, but the latest update on Local

320’s rather emaciated website says,

“Local 320 represents more than 300 work-

ers in the Syracuse and central New York

area.” The combination of massive job

losses and the gradual weakening of unions

in general over the years has left the IUE

pretty much gutted in central New York.

It’s not even the IUE anymore. It has

merged with the Communications Workers

of America and is now the IUE/CWA.

So, what does this mean for Labor Day

2009? I guess it means that Labor Day

won’t mean much to most people this year.

Some companies have “furloughed” their

workers for weeks or months. The beer and

the hot dogs will be paid for with unem-

ployment checks.

Membership is the key issue. You can’t

have a strong union without a big member-

ship, and some unions were heartened by

the introduction of a bill in Congress that

would allow workers to vote for a union by

just signing a card. It’s called the

“Employee Free Choice Act,” or “card

check.” If more than 50 percent of the

workers signed, a shop would automatical-

ly be represented by a union without a

secret ballot. Under current labor law, if 30

percent of workers sign a card for union-

ization, there will be a secret election with-

in 42 days. Unions claim employers use

this time to threaten, penalize, even fire

those who have signed the cards. The new

law would do away with that 42 day period

if 51 percent sign the cards.

As this column is being written there has

been no vote in the House or Senate, and

there have been reports that some congress

members are wavering in their bipartisan

support. Even if the bill does pass, it

remains to be seen if unions would get

more of a foothold in the workplace. Even

if they did, the unions would represent mil-

lions fewer than they did even a year ago.

Would strikes be effective if management

knew there were a lot of people they just

laid off who would love to come back to

work?

So, how will I celebrate Labor Day this

year? Since I am nearing retirement age, (I

sense another “Angina Monologue” com-

ing on) I will say a prayer for the late Mark

Clancy and wonder if heaven is a union

shop.★

Ed Clancy is host of “Jefferson Journal”
seen each week on Cox Cable channel 6 in
Jefferson Parish. Clancy can be reached
via email at Edclancy2@aol.com.

People
Labor Day redux
By ED CLANCY
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CITY HALL ............................... 468-7200

Brake Tag ................................. 468-4075

Children’s Castle ...................... 468-7231

City Park Pavillion .................... 468-6638

Civil Service ............................. 468-7219

Clerk of Court ........................... 468-7277

Code Enforcement ................... 468-6607

Community Development ........ 468-7588

Community Services ................ 468-7293

Complaints ............................... 468-4040

Council on Aging ...................... 468-7513

Council Office ........................... 468-7245

Cultural/Theatre ....................... 468-7221

Food Bank ............................... 468-7220

Freeport Science Center .......... 468-7231

Finance .................................... 468-4052

Fine Art Gallery ........................ 468-7231

Handicap Services ................... 468-7204

Humane Department ............... 468-7503

Insurance Department ............. 468-7233

Leisure Services ...................... 468-7268

Louisiana Wildlife Museum ...... 468-7231

Mardi Gras Museum ................ 468-7231

Mayor’s Office .......................... 468-7240

Museum Welcome Center ....... 468-7231

Museum Administration ........... 468-7231

Native American Village ........... 468-7231

Personnel Department ............. 468-7207

Planning Department ............... 468-7280

Police Department ................... 712-2200

Pontchartrain Center ................ 465-9985

Public Works Department ........ 468-7515

Purchasing Department ........... 468-7261

Recreation Department ............ 468-7211

Saints Hall of Fame Museum ... 468-7231

Science Complex ..................... 468-7231

Space Station Kenner .............. 468-7231

Times Picayune ....................... 467-1726

Toy Train Museum ................... 468-7231

Traffic & Engineering ............... 468-4007

Visitor’s Information Center ..... 468-7527

Wastewater Operations ........... 468-7292

For FIRE 467-2211

Police and Emergencies
Dial 911 or 712-2222

Red Cross 833-8565

ENNER KALENDARK September 2009
For more information call Leisure Service - 468-7268 or 468-7284

or visit City of Kenner Website: www.kenner.la.us
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Children’s Castle:
Porta Puppet Players present

“A Mary Poppins Pop-In”
(For info. 468-7231)

Pontchartrain Center:
Great Southern Gun & Knife Show

9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Adults/$8.00 Ages 6-11/$2.00

Agest 5 & Under/FREE
(For info. 465-9985)

Planning & Zoning Meeting
 in the Council Chamber of

City Hall for 6:00 p.m.

“Bottom Line Luncheon
”Piccadilly Cafeteria 12:00 Noon

@ Clearview  location
(For info. Barry Haindel

450-8198)

Kenner Central Lions Club Meeting for
8:00 p.m. @ 2114 Kenner Ave.

(For info. John Maher 466-8730)

Kenner Rotary Meeting
at Trauth’s (For info. 464-7276)

Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner at
New Orleans Plaza Hotel @

7:00 a.m. (For info. 469-5352)

City  of Kenner Council Meeting
 in The Council Chamber of

City Hall for 5:00 p.m.

Kenner Rotary Meeting
at Trauth’s (For info. 464-7276)

Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner
Radisson Hotel @ Willliams & Vets
 at 7:00 a.m. (For info. 469-5352)

KPRD Adult and Child Tennis Program
Begins(For info. 468-7268)

City of Kenner Council Meeting in The
Council Chamber of City Hall for 5:00 p.m.

Kenner Rotary Meeting @Trauth’s
(For info. 464-7276)

Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner New Orleans
 Plaza Hotel @ 7:00 a.m.(For info. 469-5352)

Kenner VFW Post #7732 at 2114 Kenner Ave.
for 7:00 p.m. (For info. 469-5352)

Rotary Club of New Orleans
International Airport 12:00

Noon@ Treasure Chest Casino
Glass Room(For info. Charles

Bryan 468-5413)

30

KPRD Dance, Ceramics,
Art with Acrylics,

Body Workout in the
P.M. Hatha Yoga in the P.M.,

Stretching & Toning in the A.M.,
and Zumba programs begin

(For info. 468-7268)

Rotary Club of New
Orleans International Airport 12:00
Noon @ Treasure Chest Casino
Glass Room(For info. Charles

Bryan 468-5413)

Rotary Club of New Orleans
International Airport

12:00 Noon @
Treasure Chest Casino Glass Room
(For info. Charles Bryan 468-5413)

“Bottom Line Luncheon”
Piccadilly Cafeteria 12:00 Noon

@ Clearview location
(For info. Barry Haindel 450-

8198)

KPRD Teen Art Program Begins
(For info. 468-7268)

“Bottom Line Luncheon”Piccadilly Cafeteria
12:00 Noon(For info. Barry Haindel 450-8198)

Pontchartrain Center: Archdiocese of
New Orleans High School Information Night

 4:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. FREE(For info. 465-9985)

University Park Lions Club Meeting at Kenner
City Park Pavillion Corner of Vintage & Loyola

for 7:15 p.m.(For info. 466-2033)

Rotary Club of New
Orleans International Airport

12:00 Noon @ Treasure Chest
Casino Glass Room(For info.

Charles Bryan 468-5413)

Pontchartrain Center:
Gala music”No Molestar Tour 2009”

9:30 p.m.-Midnight
Admission/$78.00-$128.00

(For info. 465-9985)

Pontchartrain Center:
Archdiocese of New Orleans

College Fair
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.FREE

(For info. 465-9985)

1 2 3 4
Zoning Adjustment Meeting in The

Council Chamber for 6:00 p.m.

“Bottom Line Luncheon”
Piccadilly Cafeteria 12:00 Noon

@ Clearview Location
(For info. Barry Haindel 450-8198)

University Park Lions Club Meeting at
Kenner City Park Pavillion Corner of

Vintage & Loyola for 7:15 p.m.
(For info. 466-2033) Saints vs. Dolphins for7:00 p.m.

Pontchartrain Center:
International Gem &

Jewelry Show
Noon-6:00 p.m.

Admission/$8.00 Get a $2.00
discount @ Intergem.com

(For info. 465-9985)

Pontchartrain Center:
International Gem &

Jewelry Show
10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

Admission/$8.00 Get a $2.00
discount @ Intergem.com

(For info. 465-9985)

Pontchartrain Center:
International Gem &

Jewelry Show
11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Admission/$8.00 Get a $2.00
discount @ Intergem.com

(For info. 465-9985)

KPRD Karate and Paint for
Fun programs begin
(For info. 468-7268)

“Bottom Line Luncheon”
Piccadilly Cafeteria 12:00 Noon

(For info. Barry Haindel 450-8198)

Kenner Central Lions Club Meeting for
8:00 p.m.@ 2114 Kenner Ave.

(For info. John Maher 466-8730)

KPRD Paint for Fun
and Watercolor
Programs begin

(For info. 468-7268)

Kenner Rotary Meeting at
Trauth’s(For info. 464-7276)

Kiwanis Club of N. Kenner
Radisson Hotel @ Williams &

Vets at 7:00 a.m.
(For info. 469-5352)

Pontchartrain Center:
Pontchartrain Home &

Garden Show
Noon-8:00 p.m.

Adults/$7.00
Kids 12 & Under/Free
(For info. 465-9985)

KPRD Gymnastics Program, Backyard
Vegetable Gardening, and

Comic Strip Workshop begins
(For info. 468-7268)

Pontchartrain Center: Pontchartrain Home &
Garden Show   11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.
Adults/$7.00Kids 12 & Under/Free

(For info. 465-9985)

Children’s Castle: Calliope Puppets present
“The Sorcerer’s Apprentice”(For info. 468-

7231) Grandparents Day!  One grandparent
admitted FREE to Castle Show with purchase

of child’s ticket

Pontchartrain Center:
Pontchartrain Home &

Garden Show
11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

Adults/$7.00
Kids 12 & Under/Free
(For info. 465-9985)

Saints vs. Lions for Noon

KPRD Gymnastics 4 & 5
years old Program Begins

(For info. 468-7268)

KPBA Meeting & Luncheon
Crowne Plaza Hotel
2829 Veterans Blvd.

(For info. &
Reservations 962-3930)

KPRD Pintsize Painter
Program Begins

(For info. 468-7268)

Pontchartrain Center:
Great Southern Gun & Knife Show

10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Adults/$8.00 Ages 6-11/$2.00

Agest 5 & Under/FREE
(For info. 465-9985)

Saints vs. Eagles for Noon

Saints @ Bills for 3:05 p.m.

Children’s Castle:
Javier Juarez presents “Across the

Border” Celebrating Hispanic Heritage
Month(For info. 468-7231)

Cannes Brulee Native American Village:
Stone, Wood and Hide-works Day at
Kenner’s Heritage Park Adults/$3.00

Children & Seniors/$2.50
(For info. 468-7231)

EDUCATOR’S NIGHT IN RIVERTOWN
Wednesday, September 23rd

4:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
All Educators’ are invited to join us in Kenner’s Planetarium &
Megadome Cinema for an evening of information and fun!!!
This will include 2009-2010 Field Trip Information,
Refreshments, Door Prizes, a visit to the renovated Space Station
and a sneak preview of Planetarium shows.

For reservations, call the Rivertown Welcome Center at 468-7231

GRANDPARENTS DAY IN RIVERTOWN
Saturday, September 12th

One Day pass: Adults/$15.00 Children(14 & Under)$10.00 Grandparents(with purchase of child’s pass)$5.00
This includes admission to all Rivertown Museum attractions and your choice of one feature at
Kenner’s Planetarium & Megadome Cinema
Children’s Castle Special!  One Grandparent admitted FREE with purchase of child’s ticket to
experience Calliope Puppet Theater “The Sorcerer’s Apprentice” at 11:30 a.m.

(For info. 468-7231)

Kenner Lions Club Meeting
for7:00 p.m.@ 2001 18th St

(For info.464-1511)

★

KENNER ST★R
Website www.kennerstar.com



The month of

September is a

good time to start

planning for fall

and witner tree planting. According to offi-

cial sources, even though Kenner has

planted over 450 trees on rights-of-way,

the city is still woefully below the need for

canopy coverage. The city is doing its job,

so we as private individuals need to do

ours. Some people think that during a hur-

ricane trees become hazards to your home

and to those around you. Actually, the cor-

rect tree in the right place can slow wind

speeds, thereby becoming an asset in pro-

tecting your home and property. Native

trees such as bald cypress, live oak and

southern magnolia grow very well here

and are considered hurricane resistant.

The best time to plant trees is during the

fall dormant period. Consult with a profes-

sional about the proper planting techniques

to make sure your tree will root properly.

Take time to consider shade needs, sun

exposure and also what would look best in

your yard. Develop a plan to add shade,

accent or buffering trees to your property

this fall, not only to beautify your yard but

to also reduce your electrical bill and help

protect your home during stormy weather.

Cabbage, broccoli, cauliflower, green

onions, carrots and lettuce are easy winter

vegetables to plant now. You’ll enjoy

watching them sprout and grow while also

enjoying their healthy harvest.

It is time to buy winterizer to spread on

your lawn and in your beds to feed the

roots, make them stronger promoting a

heavier spring growth.

Marigolds in yellow, gold, orange and

dark red will last until early fall or until

first frost. Rudbeckia comes in different

varieties, tall and short and are very

showy. Petunias are great to plant in

September and with our mild winters can

last through fall, winter and spring. No

other flowers can give as much and as

vibrant a color as petunias. Also, plant

dianthus, allysum and pansies for winter

color.

Dreary winters will be brighter with a

garden of color to lift your spirits.

Have a happy fall!★

Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s
Nursery, LLC, located at 27 West 27th
Street, is a registered and licensed
Louisiana horticulturist and landscape
contractor, is a wholesale grower of bed-
ding plants and has over 30 years experi-
ence in the industry. Lynne Dimm can be
reached via email at
lynnedimm@yahoo.com or by calling
468-5467.
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Gardening
Horticulture hints for September
By LYNNE DIMM

★

Calling all

SMERFs! Now that

is a new word for

you. SMERF is an

acronym for sports, military, education, reli-

gious and fraternal groups, an important

market for events the Kenner Convention

and Visitor’s Bureau tries to attract to

Kenner. These can be small meetings and

seminars or large annual conferences which

come to our city and use our hotels, the

Pontchartrain Center, retail establishments

and restaurants, pumping money into our

city’s economy.

I know that there are plenty of you out

there who belong to one of these types of

organizations that may find a fit in Kenner.

Last month a Kenner resident called me and

said, “I belong to a fraternal organization that

annually meets in Alexandria. Can you help

me bring this event to Kenner?” It was music

to my ears. We met, explored all types of

options available to her group based on their

particular needs, which were tricky and

many. A proposal has been sent to the organ-

ization and we’re on our way to showcasing

Kenner as their new option for a successful

annual convention here in our city.

Hopefully we will have obtained a new

client to book our hotels and the

Pontchartrain Center.

Are there any more SMERFs out there?

Call me so we can take action and make a

plan for our city to host your event.

Mark November 7, 2009 on your calendar

as a fun day as the KCVB and the city of

Kenner host a fundraiser at Laketown for the

Kenner Recreation Department. I’ll have

more information on this event as it becomes

available.★

Sharon Solomon is the marketing director
for the Kenner Convention and Visitors
Bureau, located at 2100 Third Street in
Rivertown. Sharon Solomon can be reached
at 464-9494, via email at
kennercvb@aol.com or at www.kenner-

cvb.com.

Tourism
Looking for SMERFs
By SHARON SOLOMON

★

ARCHBISHOP CHAPELLE
HIGH SCHOOL

CHIPMUNK CLASSIC
GOLF TOURNAMENT

Monday, October 12, 2009

Stonebridge Country Club of New Orleans
1500 Stonebridge Drive • Gretna, LA  70056

Contact Special Events Director Pam Kennedy

for more information at 467-3105 or 468-9090, extension 126.
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By KEN TRAHAN

Sports★

As Kenner’s only high school,

Bonnabel carries the torch for the city in

proud fashion. The Bruins have enjoyed

success over the duration of the school’s

existence but have not enjoyed the kind of

success recently that they enjoyed in the

early years of the school’s history. They

are hoping to change that this season.

While second-year head coach Craig

Lingle has just six starters returning from

last year’s 4-6 team, the Bruins are enthu-

siastic and confident of improving on last

year’s four victories with increased num-

bers on the 2009 team.

The Bruins will again lean heavily on

the running game in their wing-T offense.

Seniors Bobby Smith (5’9,160 pounds)

and Carroll Barriere (5’9, 170 pounds)

lead the way. Both are quick, with the

ability to make big plays regularly. They

are the only senior starters for a very

young Bonnabel offense.

Sophomore quarterback Ryan Evans

(5’8, 145 pounds) gained valuable experi-

ence as a freshman and will run the

offense once again. Up front, right guard

Bobby Porter (5’8, 225 pounds, junior)

leads the way for a very young offensive

line which starts two juniors and three

sophomores. Keep an eye on mammoth

right tackle Juan Murillo (6’3, 330

pounds, sophomore). Center Duane Hill

(5’10, 275 pounds, sophomore) provides

strength inside. The other starts include

Demetrius Correa (5’9, 245 pounds, soph-

omore) and left tackle Terry Sharpe (5’9,

145 pounds, sophomore). Derrick Smith

has the size you want at tight end (6’2,

220 pounds) if not the experience (sopho-

more). Fullback Michael Naylor (5’9, 220

pounds, sophomore) provides good size

for the inside option of the wing-T attack. 

Defensively, the Bruins have more

experience, entering the season with six

senior starters. The defensive front is quite

young, with three sophomores and a jun-

ior. Depth is a bit of an issue with Smith,

Naylor and Porter going both ways. Smith

and Naylor are the starters at defensive

end while Porter and Damien Parks (5’10,

215 pounds, sophomore) are the defensive

tackles.

The top player on the Bonnabel defense

is inside linebacker Bobby Montique. The

6’3, 200-pound senior is the leading

returning tackler for the Bruins. Another

senior, Matt Lathers (5’10, 200 pounds)

will play next to Montique inside while

senior Joshua Williams (5’10, 200 pounds,

senior) and Tom Vu (5’6, 165 pounds, jun-

ior) are the outside linebackers.

In the secondary, experience rules with

three seniors leading the way. Of course,

two are two-way players, including cor-

nerback Bobby Smith and fee safety

Carroll Barriere. Noland Sharpe (6’1

pounds, 170, sernior) is the other starter.

In the kicking game, Pablo Bustamante

returns to handle both punts and kicks

while Smith is the primary return man and

a threat to go the distance any time he

touches the football.

If Bonnabel is to return to the playoffs,

they will have to start fast. The Bruins

open with arch-rival East Jefferson in

week one before facing 1A power West St.

John in Edgard in week two. Week three

finds the Bruins traveling to Raceland to

face much-improved Central Lafourche.

The Bruins are home in week four to face

St. Amant on a Thursday night. The final

pre-district game is at Gonzales against

East Ascension.

In order for Bonnabel to harbor playoff

hopes, the Bruins will have to go at least

3-2 in the first five games. The final five

games are against district 9-5A opponents.

The first two are against King and at

Chalmette. Both are games in which the

Bruins will have a good chance to win.

That’s the good news.

The bad news is that the final three

games are against the West Bank district

powers Higgins, West Jefferson and John

Ehret. Higgins travels to Kenner to face

the Bruins at Muss Bertolino Stadium

while the Bruins face both West Jeff and

Ehret at Hoss Memtsas.

Truly, 9-5A plays like two leagues.

Bonnabel, King and Chalmette will battle

to emerge as the fourth-best team with an

outside shot at the playoffs while the

deeper, bigger, faster and more talented

West Bank teams fight for the district

crown. With a young team, particularly on

offense, the Bruins are building to become

ready to challenge Higgins, Ehret and

West Jefferson on more even terms. It can

happen.

Back in 1977, Ralph Pere’s South

Lafourche Tarpons, led by Bobby Hebert,

edged Willie Hof’s Bonnabel Bruins, led

by Tommy Wilcox, 21-20 in a thriller for

the 4A state title. Bonnabel has been there

before. While they can get there again, it

will take some time in building the kind of

program that Hof fashioned back in the

1970s as the Bruins work hard to make

Kenner proud again.★

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of
WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and is presi-
dent and general manager of newor-

leans.com Sports. Trahan is the also the
general manager and chairman of the
board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum
in the Louisiana Superdome, and runs the
Life Resources Sports Ministry.

Bonnabel High seeks

playoff appearance



KENNER ST★R  SEPTEMBER 2009 27

CHILDREN’S CASTLE • CANNES BRULEE NATIVE AMERICAN MUSEUM
MARDI GRAS MUSEUM • SCIENCE CENTER • HERITAGE PARK

PLANETARIUM AND MEGADOME CINEMA • THE TRAIN MUSEUM • SPACE STATION KENNER

MUSEUM HOURS: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday - Saturday

This event is sponsored by the Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities and the city of Kenner.
Schedule subject to change without notice.

www.rivertownkenner.com

Children’s Castle
501 Williams Blvd. • 468-7231

All performances are on Saturdays at 11:30 a.m.

Cannes Brûlées Native American Museum
415 Williams Blvd. • 468-7231

9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Tuesday-Saturday

JJuummpp IInnttoo TThhee FFaallll SSeeaassoonn

•

September 5
CASTLE CLOSED

Enjoy the Labor Day weekend!!!
September 12

CALLIOPE PUPPETS
present

“THE SORCERER’S APPRENTICE”
A classic tale from the Brothers Grimm

Grandparent’s Day in Rivertown!!!
One grandparent admitted FREE to

Castle Show with purchase of a child’s ticket.
September 19

PORTA PUPPET PLAYERS
Entertain with

“A MARY POPPINS POP-IN”
Meet Mary Poppins with lots of songs & music.

September 26
JAVIER JUAREZ

“ACROSS THE BORDER”
Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month

Travel to Mexico, Spain & Argentina without
leaving your seat and learn about the

culture & dance in these fascinating countries.

STONE, WOOD and HIDE-WORKS DAY
Saturday, September 26, 2009 • 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Rivertown Heritage Park
(Rain Location: Rivertown Exhibition Hall)

$3 adults, $2.50 children & seniors
(Includes admission to the Native American Museum)

Take a trip to Louisiana’s past when Native Americans used simple natural
materials such as wood, stones and animal skins to create everything they

needed: tools, weapons, boats, huts, clothing, bedding, containers,
musical instruments and Talking Sticks. Native American craftsmen from
Louisiana and Mississippi will demonstrate flintknapping, woodcarving,
making elderberry blowguns, creating dugout canoes and working with

finished raw hides. Many of these hand-made items will be for sale. Learn
to use traditional tools, toys and games. See model huts like those in

which Louisiana’s Native Americans lived. Go inside a life-size teepee to
see what life was like in the Great Plains region.

By SMITA PATEL, M.D.

Health★

People who have diseases such as cancer

should have healthy, antioxidant rich foods

in their diet and should also eliminate toxic

alternatives. The same is true for those not

having health issues who want to live a

healthy life. While antioxidants can repair

some existing oxidative damage, they have

not been shown to cure cancer, but the ben-

efits of adding fighting power in the form of

antioxidants in your diet will greatly

increase your chances of winning any bat-

tles against disease in general.

If you are receiving chemotherapy or

radiation therapy for cancer, it is recom-

mended that you eat as many fruits and veg-

etables as you are able and to also  that pro-

vides no more than 100 percent of the daily

recommended value for vitamins and min-

erals, especially vitamins C and E, selenium

and beta carotene.

Studies show that people who eat nine

servings of fruits and vegetables daily are at

much lower risks of developing cancer. Up

to 30 percent of all cancers are linked to

poor diet. That is a scary statistic until you

think of how much power we have to con-

trol it. Unfortunately, the reality is that

fewer than 20 percent of Americans eat the

minimum recommended servings of .

for developing cancer. With the everyday

exposure we get from artificial preserva-

tives and toxins it is critical for us to follow

these diets to give our cells a fighting

chance. We are constantly bombarding our

bodies with unhealthy exposures to smok-

ing, alcohol, processed foods and high fat,

high cholesterol diets. If the core food

comes from a processing factory and not

come from the ground, it probably is not

good for you. Foods that need to be

microwaved to be eaten are likely processed

and not good for you. The main ingredient

in processed food is fat, which we all know

is also not good for our bodies. Smoked

foods, preserved foods, tobacco and alcohol

all contribute to the worsening of an exist-

ing disease and can also trigger disease.

Having said that, many people stricken with

cancer for reasons unknown can still fight

against it by following a healthy antioxi-

dant-rich diet.

Studies have also shown that cancer sur-

vivors can reduce the risk of a secondary

cancer or a cancer recurrence by following

a plant-based diet. Once cancer treatment

has been completed, cancer survivors

should strive to eat at least nine servings of

brightly colored fruits and vegetables daily

and may wish to continue supplementation

with a multivitamin.

By incorporating antioxidant-rich foods

into your diet every day, you can take con-

trol of your health and dramatically reduce

your risk of developing cancer and other

age-related diseases. Start today by adding

a serving of fruit to breakfast or drinking

vegetable juice between meals. Your body

will thank you with good health for a life-

time. The best sources of antioxidants are

brightly colored fruits and vegetables such

as blackberries, blueberries, prunes, raisins,

oranges, red grapes, cherries, kale, toma-

toes, soybeans, apple, pineapple and broc-

coli. Spices and herbs such as clove, garlic,

turmeric, pepper and coriander as seen in

Indian foods have been known to be benefi-

cial for years. Herbs such as basil, mint,

thyme, rosemary, parsley and oregano also

have beneficial effects as seen in healthy

Mediterranean diets. Fiber in the form of

whole grain will also help decrease cancer

risk. This list is long so choices are easy to

make with the wide varieties available

today. One can easily avoid less healthy

foods like junk food or fast food. Along

with antioxidants, living a life balanced by

controlling stress factors, staying active and

exercising is very essential. Following these

guidelines will help protect you in the fight

against disease and certain cancers.★

Smita Patel, M.D., practices hospital-
based medicine at Ochsner Health System.
Dr. Patel also serves as a medical director
of Ochsner Home Health which provides
highly specialized medical care to patients
on the south shore and north shore.
Ochsner Home Health is a component of
Ochsner’s integrated healthcare delivery
system dedicated to patient care and educa-
tion. For more information, call 842-5585
or email smpatel@ochsner.org.

Fighting cancer with

antioxidants

Community★

Both westbound lanes of West Esplanade

Avenue at its Canal No. 17 crossing along

the eastern edge of the Grandlake subdivi-

sion in Kenner closed in August and will

reopen to vehicles on February 17, 2010,

barring any unforeseen contractor delays

and weather permitting.

During the closure motorists traveling

westbound on West Esplanade Avenue will

detour to one eastbound lane of West

Esplanade Avenue. Motorists traveling east-

bound on West Esplanade Avenue will

encounter one eastbound lane of travel.

The closure is necessary to allow workers

to stabilize the Canal No. 17 bank. Cycle

Construction Company, LLC will perform

the work at an estimated total cost of

$2,220,740.★

Lane closure on West Esplanade
Avenue to last until February



grade kitchen with modern fire suppres-

sion and grease handling equipment as

required by state law for concession

structures. There are separate restroom

facilities for playground employees and

the public with the public restrooms

being handicapped accessible. To pre-

vent criminal activity, two four-foot-by-

eight-foot Plexiglas service windows are

protected with iron bars and are also

handicapped accessible. A new press box

is on the second level and both first and

second floors have separate air condi-

tioning systems. Windows on the second

floor, protected by roll away aluminum

shutters, are built to withstand hurricane

force winds.

Playground booster club members,

parents and children attended a ribbon

cutting ceremony celebrating the open-

ing with District 2 Councilman Joe

Stagni, who grew up playing ball in

Kenner and is councilman of the district

where the playground resides.

Stagni said, “Commitment and perse-

verance achieves today what yesterday

was thought impossible. The original

concession stand, built 32 years ago, had

long been outdated and had become a

serious safety hazard that no longer met

community needs. In 2002 when then

District 2 Councilman John Lavarine III

left office he had set aside some funds to

begin the project. The improvements you

see today came about because I engi-

neered the balance of the funding, which

was a combination of citywide capital

budget funds and money from my dis-

trict capital projects account.”

“Councilman Stagni told us when he

became a councilmember what a priority

the improvements at Butch Duhe were,”

said Councilwoman-at-Large Michele

Branigan. We saw the need and jumped

on the bandwagon to approve the project

to make it happen.”

Explained Councilwoman-at-Large

Jeannie Black, “Even though the costs

had escalated since Katrina, our choice

was to do something for our children or

do nothing, and the council chose to

approve this project in support of Butch

Duhe playground.”

“Our new concession stand is a beauti-

ful building and the gym is freshly paint-

ed with a new gym roof. Recently

installed play equipment and new fiber-

glass poles with underground wiring rep-

resent progress. If this were a reality tel-

evision show we could call it ‘Butch

Duhe Extreme Makeover.’ But serious-

ly,” continued Stagni, “My family

moved to Kenner in 1971 and I partici-

pated in athletics here so I know first-

hand the importance of recreation in

children’s lives. I want to help parents

and booster clubs keep children off street

corners and on our playgrounds and I

will continue to support worthy efforts

like these that contribute to guiding chil-

dren down the right path.”

City officials at the ribbon cutting

were Mayor Ed Muniz, Police Chief

Steve Caraway, Interim District 1

Councilwoman Sharon Augillard,

District 5 Councilman Kent Denapolis,

Black, Branigan and Kenner Parks and

Recreation Director Ken Marroccoli,

along with Butch Duhe supervisor Mike

Adelmann and booster club president

Becky Thomas.

At the ceremony Adelmann said, “This

is a long time coming and I thank our

District Councilman Joe Stagni and for-

mer Councilman John Lavarine III for

making this happen.”

Thomas spoke at the opening and stat-

ed the improvements have made a

noticeable difference at Butch Duhe.

Said Thomas, “We are seeing increased

participation in all of our programs

because of the improvements at the play-

ground.”

Said Marroccoli, “We are extremely

happy the Butch Duhe project is com-

pleted and look for many more improve-

ments to come throughout our recreation

system.”★
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TWO GREAT LOCATIONS IN KENNER

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444 701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819

All salads served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers and your choice of dressing.  
Rasberry Walnut, Caesar, Lite Ranch, Honey Mustard, Fat Free Italian, Hot Bacon, 

Blue Cheese, Balsmic Basil Vinaigrette.  Extra dressing .50.

Try one of our 
healthy salads!
Try one of our 
healthy salads!

Drive ThruNow Open

Call Ahead for

To Go Orders!

Southwestern Chicken Salad - 8.95

Grilled chicken, corn, salsa, balck beans, cheddar jack cheese, cucumbers, 

tomatoes, & tortilla strips.  Served with Southwest ranch dressing.

Smoked Turkey Salad - 8.50

Smoked turkey, baby swiss, chopped walnuts and sliced apple.

Cobb Salad - 9.25

Rows of grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, carrots, boiled egg, 

cheddar jack cheese, bacon and smoked turkey.

Grilled Chicken Spinach Salad -8.25

Fresh spinach, grilled chicken, feta cheese, black olives, tomatoes and cucumbers.

Chef Salad - 9.25

Grilled chicken, smoked ham, cheddar jack cheese, boiled egg, fresh tomatoes, 

bacon and alfalfa sprouts.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

“ H i s p a n i c

Heritage Month,”

September 15

through October

15, was initiated by Congress in 1968 to

celebrate the diverse cultures, traditions

and contributions of Hispanic people in

the United States. The choice of

September by Congress to commemorate

Hispanic culture is significant, as

September 15 is the anniversary of the

independence of five Latin American

countries – Costa Rica, Nicaragua,

Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala. In

addition, Mexico declared its independ-

ence on September 16, followed by Chile

on September 18. Responding to a desire

of recognizing the Hispanic contributions

to the Louisiana community, and in partic-

ular the city of Kenner and Jefferson

Parish, for the seventh year Celebración

Hispana and LACAL will be coordinating

civic activities in Kenner by celebrating

Hispanic business, arts, culture, dance and

cuisine. Activities will take place in

Kenner’s historical section of Rivertown

during the months of September and

October. For information and to partici-

pate call 464-4619 or 466-1483.

Community announcements 

and events

Asociación Nicaragüense de Louisiana
(ANDELA): ANDELA, in collaboration

with several other social cultural organi-

zations under the chairmanship of Unidad

Hispanoamericana, cordially extends an

invitation to a family picnic commemorat-

ing the Independence of Central America

and Mexico on Sunday, September 13,

from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Veterans

Century Park Shelter #1, 1801 Williams

Boulevard. For more information or to

participate call 466-1483 or 834-2020.

Angel’s Night Gala 2009: St. Jude

Children’s Hospital and La Fabulosa, a

Hispanic radio station, presents “Angel’s

Night” gala to be held Saturday,

September 19, at the Crowne Plaza New

Orleans Airport. Gala guests will enjoy an

evening of elegance and Latin rhythms all

for the good cause of finding cures and

saving children diagnosed with cancer.

For information call 355-0583, extension

2004.

Belize Association of Louisiana: Annual

dance is September 12, from 9:00 p.m.

until 1:00 a.m. at Bissonet-Manned

Downs Country Club. Music is by Grupo

Lluvia with free food and a cash bar. For

information call 451-8211.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center:

Located at 4312 Florida Avenue, numer-

ous events are being offered such as The

Pro Bono Project on September 12. For

information call 469-2571.

Kenner Pontchartrain Center: On

September 25, Marco Antonio Solis will

perform. For information call 913-0325.

Latin American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL): In the event of an

emergency that requires evacuation, the

city of Kenner will follow Jefferson

Parish emergency procedures. LACAL

has teamed up with Jefferson Parish

Emergency Management (EOC) to offer

Spanish translators assistance. For indi-

viduals who do not have transportation

and need to be evacuated, local buses will

be available for transportation to the Joe

Yenni Building drop-off point for the East

Bank and to the Alario Center drop-off

point for the West Bank. The state will

furnish transportation from the drop-off

points to assigned shelter locations.

Families that have loved ones at home

with special needs are encouraged to

make arrangements with local hospitals in

the event of an emergency. Further infor-

mation can be obtained from the Jefferson

Parish EOC at 349-5360 or from LACAL

at 464-4619.

I leave you with this thought: “The key

to everything is patience.”★

Rafael E. Saddy is president of the Latin
American Civic Association of Louisiana
(LACAL). Email Saddy at
l a c a l 1 2 3 4 @ b e l l s o u t h . n e t .

Correspondence for LACAL can be sent to
P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Latin American News
Celebrating Hispanic Heritage month
By RAFAEL E. SADDY

★

Butch Duhe
(continued from page 1)
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701 W. Esplanade Avenue

465-9590

Since 1985

CONNECT WITH
STYLE.
At Aveda Concept Salons, fresh
new talent connects you with the
latest trends in cut, color and style.
Personalized service with pure
plant-based products care for you
and the Earth.
Book your appointment
today–before everyone else does.

New Talent

Haircuts starting at $16

Open Tuesday through Friday 10 - 7, Saturday 9 - 4
Visit us at www.georgyssalonspa.com

Honored during a meeting of city directors on August 26, 2009
were the city’s outstanding employees for the month of July
2009. They are Nancy Ladner (middle), production coordinator
for K-TV-Channel 76, and Renee Munoz, application processor
in the personnel department. City CAO Mike Yenni (left) pre-
sented their certificates of recognition. Ladner was recognized
for the exceptional way she performs a broad array of duties,
deals with the public, monitors local production and schedules
announcements on K-TV. She was praised for her positive and
courteous attitude in the job. Munoz was cited for always being
willing to assist co-workers, the outstanding way she deals with
the public, the versatility she displays in handling her job tasks
and for being reliable and dependable.

Photo by Barry Sprague

City of Kenner’s outstanding employees for July 2009

well-known in the movie theater busi-

ness for developments that include two

other multi-theater investments in

Jefferson Parish, at the Clearview and

Elmwood shopping centers.

District 4 Councilmember Maria

DeFrancesch, who has been working

closely with Solomon, said she also is

pleased that the development appears to

be moving forward. “The first step to

getting The Esplanade mall back to its

potential was the decision by Macy’s to

return after Hurricane Katrina,” said

DeFrancesch. “Now, if we can get this

movie theater complex completed, it will

open the door to additional retail outlets

at The Esplanade mall. It’s not a fast

process, but all of us in city government

have been very dogged in encouraging

investment at this fine mall. We look for-

ward to the day when it is one of the top

malls in the region.”

Mayor Muniz said whether the com-

plex is completed in time for Memorial

Day or July 4, 2010, he’ll be glad to see

it open its doors. 

“From a financial point of view, this

has been a very hard project to do

because we’re in the middle of the worst

recession that America has seen since

the Great Depression,” said Solomon.

“But our family believes in Kenner, both

as a great city and as a strong market-

place. We have confidence that our 14-

screen movie theater complex will speed

the further development of The

Esplanade mall. And, when the doors

finally open, no one will want to talk

about how much trouble we’ve over-

come. They’ll want to talk about what a

beautiful building we’re constructing

and how good it will be for Kenner. And,

in the end, that’s what is important.”

Solomon said he and his family are

grateful to Mayor Muniz,

Councilwoman DeFrancesch and other

city officials. “The Kenner people are

great to work with,” said Solomon.

“Their encouragement and interest has

helped us move this project along.”★

Solomon
(continued from page 1)



Black says the views of the proponents

have proven correct. “It was said the

casino would be a major provider of jobs

in the Kenner economy, that the funds

generated by the Treasure Chest would

be a major asset for Kenner’s treasury

and that the Treasure Chest would be a

good corporate citizen, working with

non-profits in the community,” she said.

“And that is pretty much the way the

story has turned out. Today, I don’t think

any hint of controversy hangs over the

Treasure Chest. They’ve become an

accepted and generally admired member

of the community.”

Debbie Settoon, who was one of the

leader’s of the anti-casino contingent,

says she seldom thinks about the casino

today. Settoon said, “Many of the bad

effects we expected to happen because of

the casino, like a significant increase in

crime, didn’t occur. But neither did the

good effects, like generating enough new

city income to reduce our taxes and gen-

erally increase the economic pie. I did

see somewhat of a surprising effect on

some people, like my child's athletic

coach who was unaware of a gambling

problem until being exposed to it.

Luckily in this case, the problem was

caught and prevented a home foreclo-

sure. Another acquaintance went to jail

for embezzling at work to cover gam-

bling debts. That side of gambling is sel-

dom known to most people or openly

discussed by the public. All in all, the

thing I still worry about now is the barge

itself being secured enough in a hurri-

cane.”

Settoon agrees the casino is no longer

controversial in Kenner. She has gone on

to work in other civic and political caus-

es.

However, current District 3

Councilman Ben Zahn, who was not in

politics at the time that the casino was

being debated, said that today he only

hears affirmative things about the

Treasure Chest. “Over the last 15 years

the Treasure Chest has generated an

average of close to $6 million a year for

Kenner’s treasury. That’s a total of at

least $90 million, which is a consider-

able sum to be added to the coffers of a

city our size. All the council districts in

Kenner have benefited from capital

improvements directly tied to the

Treasure Chest funding formula and so

has the Kenner Police Department. In

addition, the casino has provided other

indirect sources of income for the city as

a portion of hotel and motel sales tax

revenue, typically generated by tourism,

can be attributed to Treasure Chest

Casino and that money is dedicated to

improvements at Laketown and

Rivertown. Many projects have been

completed, some are underway and oth-

ers are planned. So, in that way the casi-

no has made an additional considerable

contribution to the quality of life in our

city to be enjoyed by all our residents.”

Black says it is funds generated by the

Treasure Chest that have subsidized a

citywide capital project fund. “Prior to

the Treasure Chest, the city never had a

capital building fund. The Treasure

Chest has not only helped improve

Kenner’s infrastructure, but the funds

we’ve channeled into the capital fund

have also paid for assets like dump

trucks and bulldozers.” A portion of

Treasure Chest’s payments to the city,

approximately 24 percent, goes directly

to the police department. Of the remain-

der, the formula developed dedicates 50

percent of the Treasure Chest collections

to citywide capital projects, 25 percent to

infrastructure for maintenance and con-

struction (which is split up equally

between each of the five council dis-

tricts) with the remaining 25 percent to

be used for reduction of the city’s debt.

Councilwoman-at-Large Michele

Branigan said that millions and millions

of dollars in street, drainage and sewer

work throughout the city have been paid

for by Treasure Chest Casino monies.

Said Branigan, “I think the casino has

not only been a good neighbor, but has

played a major part in infrastructure

improvement in our city.”

Broussard said, “After visiting those

Iowa and Illinois towns with existing

riverboats, all experiencing nothing but

positive effects of gaming, we felt confi-

dent the same results would occur in

Kenner, and they did.”

Vincent Schwartz, general manager of

the Treasure Chest, is a native of

Metairie, a graduate of East Jefferson

High School and the University of New

Orleans, who has worked for Boyd

Gaming, Treasure Chest’s parent compa-

ny, since 1998. He has been general man-

ager of the casino since May of this year.

“We have a wonderful relationship

with the city of Kenner,” he says. “We

view the city as our partner.” Schwartz

says the Treasure Chest employs just

under 800 workers, making it Kenner’s

largest single employer, excluding the

airport. Schwartz said most Treasure

Chest employees reside in either Kenner

or Metairie. He says the casino’s gaming

volume is off slightly in the current eco-

nomic recession. In part because of busi-

ness trends, the Treasure Chest has

slightly trimmed its hours of operation.

The casino, which once was open 24

hours a day, is now open from 11:00 a.m.

to 3:00 a.m. from Sunday through

Thursday, and from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00

a.m. on Fridays and Saturdays.

“Besides our financial contributions to

the city, we enjoy being a sponsor of

National Night Out Against Crime and

Back to the Beach,” said Schwartz. “We

also work closely with Second

Harvesters and the Kenner Food Bank.

We understand that we have both civic

and moral responsibilities as a good cor-

porate citizen and have found that the

city of Kenner is a great environment for

cooperative endeavors.”

“We have no plans for expanding the

Treasure Chest at this time but we’re

always considering opportunities to

enlarge our operations,” said Schwartz.

“Kenner has proven to be a great place

for us and we hope that the community is

as pleased with the Treasure Chest as

we’re pleased with being members of the

Kenner community.”★
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BBRREEAAKKFFAASSTT,, LLUUNNCCHH 
&& CCAATTEERRIINNGG

CCOOFFFFEEEESS && PPAASSTTRRIIEESS

See menu at www.caffelatteda.com
Call ahead for takeout!

Mon-Sat 6:30 AM - 6:00 PM • Sunday 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM
(Kitchen closes at 3:00 p.m. daily) 

5860 CITRUS BLVD. (corner Dickory) HARAHAN
818-0051  818-0053 (Fax)

Family Owned & Operated

CCAATTEERRIINNGG
AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE

455-2355

BELLCO ELECTRIC

• A/C Circuits

• Troubleshooting

• Remodeling

• Additions

• New Construction

• Same Day Service

• Vacancy Permits

• Attic Ventilators

• Bidwork Welcome

• Service Upgrades

• Home Repairs

• Security Lighting

Residential • Commercial

Over
30 Years

Experience

NO JOB TOO SMALL - WE DO ALL!
METAIRIE KENNER N.O. AREA

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

L
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2
8
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1
3

OWNER RONNIE BELLACI 

24-HOUR ELECTRICAL SERVICE
7 Days A Week

We install

Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

Treasure Chest
(continued from page 1)

Sheetrock • Cabinets • Granite

Trim • Carpentry

Wood Flooring • Ceramic Tile

No job too big, no job too small!

Locally Owned Family Business

Licensed & Insured

SES ENTERPRISES, LLC 259-2493  
www.sesenterprisesllc.com

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd., Kenner  

468-3474

• commercial inventory & materials storage
• household goods  •  business records
• classic & vintage car storage

• 24 hour access  •  climate/non-climate controlled  
• video surveillence  •  onsite management  

• high & dry  •  we accept your deliveries

• Hurricane wind rated

• 140,000 square feet

• state-of-the-art 
construction

www.bigeasyselfstorage.com

“WE STORE IT ALL”

WE WILL BEAT ANYONE’S PRICE!  CALL US TODAY!
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