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Discount Zone invests $500,000 in
new store at Williams and Vintage
BY ALLAN KATZ

Discount Zone is investing a half million dollars
in a new location that will sell frozen yogurt, pizza,
organic foods and gasoline at the corner of Williams
Boulevard and Vintage Drive.
“Our company has been very successful in Kenner
and we feel that we owe the community a great
deal,” said Sam Madi of Discount Zone. “One way
of giving back to the community is to build a stateof-the-art store at a key location in Kenner. We also
want to offer our customers a lot of special buys and
we’re also looking into adopting a nearby school.”
The new construction at 4045 Williams Boulevard
will include a 2,500 square foot store as well as a
gasoline pumping facility with a canopy. There
will be a frozen yogurt outlet, to be known as
continued on page 26

New airport director plans on setting passenger
volume records, aims for good relationships with
Kenner’s leaders
BY ALLAN KATZ
Iftikhar Ahmad, the new
director of aviation at Louis
Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport, intends
for his tenure at the airport
to be a record-setting time
insofar as passenger volume
Iftikhar Ahmad
is concerned.
Acknowledging that Armstrong International has
never in its history handled 10 million passengers in
a calendar year, Ahmad said, “I am a very growthminded person and I assure you that during my time
here we will go beyond 10 million passengers a
year, hopefully many times. I cannot tell you yet if
we will hit 10 million for the first time in 2011, 2012
or 2013 but I am absolutely confident that it will be
done.”
continued on page 26
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New chief administrative officer brings energy,
experience and enthusiasm to the job
BY ALLAN KATZ

For Mike Quigley, Kenner’s new chief administrative
officer, working for a Yenni won’t be anything new.
Named CAO by incoming Mayor Mike Yenni, Quigley
recalled that during his career
he previously worked for the
late Joe Yenni when he was
Jefferson Parish President and
for the late Mike Yenni when
he, too, was parish president.
“I have had a wonderful
relationship over the years
with the Yenni family,” recalls
Quigley who for many years
Kenner Chief Administrative
was an employee of Jefferson
Officer Mike Quigley on the
Parish.
“The current mayor is
job visiting Grand Isle during
the one who recommended
the BP oil spill.

me to Mayor Ed Muniz four years ago when they were
first putting together the Muniz team. I had retired from
working from the parish but I was a long-time admirer of Ed
Muniz. To me, Mayor Muniz perfectly represented the idea
of a smart businessman who committed himself to public
service and brought the methods of business to the art of
governing.”
In the Muniz team, Mike Yenni was chief administrative
officer and Quigley was deputy chief administrative officer.
Yenni and Quigley were an inseparable team. “I think Ed
Muniz is one of the most talented executives I’ve ever seen
and Mike Yenni is a young man on his way to greatness. I
think our new mayor follows in the footsteps of a family
of real dedicated public servants. This Mayor Yenni has the
same gift that we all saw in Joe Yenni – a true caring for the
continued on page 23

District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch seeks reform
legislation to prevent scandals
BY ALLAN KATZ

District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch hopes official to make public his or her involvement in a forin the next four years to pass reform legislation that will profit enterprise or any other conflict of interest.”
DeFrancesch believes she brings a unique resume
make it unlikely Kenner will ever be hit by the kind of
to
the Kenner Council. Born in Italy, she came to the
conflict-of-interest scandals that have recently shaken
United
States at the age of six, worked her way through
up government in Jefferson Parish and the
high school and college earning a bachelor
Jefferson School Board.
of science degree in chemistry, mathematics
“The current administration and the City
and French as well as a masters degree in
Council can make a major contribution to
biochemistry. Before being elected to the
Kenner history by passing legislation that
council, DeFrancesch was a teacher for over
requires government to operate with complete
thirty years and an administrator for five.
transparency,” says DeFrancesch, currently
DeFrancesch said she is very proud of a
serving her second term in office. “Jefferson
resolution she authored, passed by the City
Parish and the school board were shocked
Council, requiring Kenner’s public officials
by scandals when elected officials became
to be governed by the same rules as Kenner
involved in deals with obvious significant
conflicts of interest. I think we can develop District 4 Councilwoman public employees.
continued on page 27
legislation that would require any elected Maria DeFrancesch

Crime down in Kenner

License plate recognition cameras play major role in 21 percent reduction in crime in Kenner

BY ALLAN KATZ

A combination of well-applied new technology and old-fashioned police
work came together in the first half of 2010 to seriously reduce Kenner’s
crime figures by 21 percent.
“We have 16 stationary license plate recognition cameras and one mobile
camera attached to one of our cars that read license plates and alert us
immediately if the vehicle under surveillance has been reported stolen or if
the listed owner of the vehicle is wanted by the police,” said Kenner Police
Chief Steve Caraway. “In several instances, we’ve been able to quickly
make arrests just blocks from where the wanted vehicle was spotted by the
camera.”
In addition to the boost from technology, Chief Caraway says other key
arrests were the result of old-fashioned police work that involved hundreds
continued on page 26

Kenner Star
celebrates 18 years of
publication.
See story on page 5

KRPD

Leisure Service
Fall Programs

see 8-page
insert inside

THE DEMOLITION OF MERVYN’S HAS BEGUN AND A NEW TARGET
TO BE BUILT ON THAT SPOT IN THE ESPLANADE IS EXPECTED TO
OPEN IN THE SUMMER OF 2011. See story on page 13
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Laketown Village
Williams Boulevard between Vintage Drive and Joe Yenni Boulevard
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EFT sign-up and Joining Fee
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out of the Heat
exp. 1/31/2010

Healthcare Alliances & Discount Programs
Check out our list of healthcare alliances @ www.jazzercise.com to see if your health
insurance, company, or organization offers a discount to Jazzercise!
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your style.

your life. your health.

Maximize your life, your health and your style when you become
a member of Healthy Lifestyles. For a one-time fee, you gain
life-long access to health, fitness and nutritional tips from the experts
at East Jefferson General Hospital. Members enjoy initiation-free
Wellness Center membership, special members-only events, and free
or discounted offerings from many area businesses and restaurants.

Visit the Healthy Lifestyles booth at the EJGH Women’s Health Expo,
log on to ejgh.org, or call us at 504-456-5000 to join today!

“Girls Night Out” Women’s Health Expo
Join us to hear doctors discuss a variety of women’s health issues. Then enjoy
massages, health screenings, exercise demos, food, wine and more!

THursday, augusT 26, 7 pm
East Jefferson General Hospital Conference Center
$10 donation (FREE for Healthy Lifestyles members!)

Call 504-456-5000 to register.

East Jefferson General Hospital

www.ejgh.org/healthylifestyles
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If the region is to have an economic comeback,
the airport will be a key part of it

5

From the Editor

BY ALLAN KATZ

Twice in its
history,
the
Louis Armstrong
New
Orleans
International Airport appeared to
be on its way to serving 10 million
passengers in a calendar year.
The first time was in 2001. But the
9/11 terrorist tragedy struck. Air travel
went into a nose dive. So long 10
million passengers.
In 2005, it again appeared that the
airport was going to hit the 10 million
mark. But, then, whistling out of the
Gulf of Mexico, came Hurricane
Katrina. The airport and the economy
were shattered. Once again, so long 10
million passengers.
Neither the airport nor the economy
has recovered from Hurricane Katrina.
Add in the economic downturn of the
past few years and the result is the
airport has not again approached the
10 million passenger volume mark.
Now, into our midst, comes Iftikhar
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Ahmad, the third director of aviation
at Armstrong International in the last
10 years. He arrives here with great
energy, confidence and optimism.
He intends to be a difference-maker.
Ahmad is absolutely certain that
during his tenure, he, along with the
Aviation Board, will see the airport
reach and exceed the coveted 10
million passenger volume mark.
Whether this happens is a point of
great concern for the tourism industry
of New Orleans and the metro area.
The tourism industry is the economic
engine that drives the regional
economy. In a good year, the tourism
industry employs more than 150,000

people and generates revenues of
more than $3 billion. At the moment,
the tourism industry is struggling
along, still suffering from Katrina,
the nationwide economic slowdown
and rightly fearful that the BP oil spill
might mean that we won’t be able
to offer those wonderful blue-chip
tourists oysters, redfish or speckled
trout for many years to come.
Ahmad can’t do much about the
oysters, redfish or speckled trout, but
if he is successful in his job it may
mean that he can help the airport enter
one of its growth spurts. A study by
the tourism industry said that if the
metro area comes out of its malaise,

The Kenner Star – telling our city’s story for nineteen years
BY TROY BROUSSARD

Kenner Star Publisher
Now entering into its nineteenth year of publication, the Kenner Star
has taken great pride in its mission of keeping Kenner residents aware
of the good news and progress being made within our community. To
the writers, editors and advertisers who contribute to the work of this
newspaper, every edition is an opportunity to give to the place that we
affectionately call home.
As the city continues to grow, the Kenner Star will continue to tell
our collective story as it unfolds, and will also continue to care about
the people who live here.
We would like to thank our advertisers for their continued support
of Kenner’s only hometown paper for almost two decades now. And to
our loyal readers, we would ask you to please let us know if we can be
of service to you in the future.

then the airport will be handling some
15 million passengers by 2015. For the
airport to uphold its role in the tourism
sector, Ahmad is going to have move
very quickly. In reality though, it
would be reason for joy if the airport
can hit 10 million passengers by 2015.
Fortunately for Ahmad, the Aviation
Board has put together the money
to launch a $400 million building
program that will include more gates
for aircraft. Ahmad and his team will
also have to put together a terrific
marketing program to convince the
airlines they can make a nice profit
by adding flights to Armstrong
International.
And, what is Kenner’s role in all of
this? In the 1950s, a Kenner mayor
pronounced the airport “a cancer on
the city.” In the 1980s and 90s, the
relationship between the airport and
the city was poisonous. A former
Kenner police chief said that the
airport should be burned down. But,
things have gotten better in recent
years. A succession of airport directors
prior to Ahmad has treated Kenner
elected officials and civic leaders with
respect. The airport has accepted the
basic principle that Kenner planning
and permitting boards have the right
to review and pass on airport building
plans. Equally important, it has been
quite a while since anyone at the
continued on page 24

Political Review
“Peyton Place” politics in Louisiana’s Senate race
BY JEFF CROUERE

In his race for
re-election, U.S.
Senator David
Vitter
(R-LA)
has
attracted
plenty of opponents: Democrats,
Republicans,
Libertarians
and
Independents. His first hurdle is to win
the Republican primary on August
28. With over $5 million in the bank,
Vitter is an overwhelming favorite,
despite his well known liabilities.
In 2007, Vitter admitted to a “serious
sin,” when his phone number was
uncovered on the call records of the
D.C. Madam. While voters do not know
the extent of Vitter’s involvement with
the prostitution ring, the connection
hurt the Senator politically. He
survived the scandal because no other
accusations materialized and his
wife offered her unwavering support.

Since that time, he has been a strong
advocate for conservative issues in
the Senate and a staunch opponent
to the Obama agenda. His outspoken
stances on many controversial issues
have endeared him to the conservative
voters in the state.
Yet, in the last few weeks another
controversy has erupted that has
threatened to knock Vitter off stride.
ABC News reported that Brent Furer,
a longtime aide to Senator Vitter, had
an outstanding arrest warrant in Baton
Rouge as well as an extensive criminal
record, including charges for drunken
driving, cocaine and marijuana
possession. The report also exposed
sensational charges that Furer attacked
and stabbed his girlfriend in the chin
and hand, sending her to the hospital
for treatment. Furer was accused of
holding his girlfriend captive for 90

minutes and threatening to kill her.
Furer pled guilty in the stabbing case,
which occurred in 2008. Vitter said
that Furer was disciplined after that
incident and removed from the payroll
for five days, but not fired.
Democrats have seized on this
controversy, questioning the Senator’s
knowledge of Furer’s background and
claiming that Vitter “protected” his
aide. State Representative Karen St.
Germain (D-Pierre Part), vice-chair
of the Louisiana Legislative Women’s
Caucus said that “Vitter has shown a
continued disrespect for women – this
is only the latest example. After years
of dodging questions about scandals,
it’s time for David Vitter to come
clean.”
Vitter has also been criticized for
placing Furer in charge of “women’s
issues” for his office. Melancon
continued on page 27
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Government

St. Jerome
Knights of Columbus

Staying out of trouble

By MICHAEL S.YENNI
Kenner Mayor

Seafood Dinners

11am - 7 pm - Bonco to follow at 7:30 pm

August 20, Sept. 17 , Oct. 15 and Nov. 5
Fish Plates
Crawfish Pasta
Shrimp Plates
Crawfish Kickers
Combo Plates
Hush Puppies
Stuffed Crab Plates
Seafood Gumbo
Shrimp Creole
Phone-in Orders • Visa/Mastercard Accepted

3310 Florida Ave. • Kenner, LA 70065 • 504-469-6736

REDUCED!

expires 8/31/10

11 & UNDER

Roller sets:
shampoo and set $15

expires 8/31/10

6

339 W. Esplanade
468-3617

No appointments necessary

Monday-Thursday 10 -630
Friday 9 -630
Saturday 9 -330

Get ready for the Saints season!
Saints posters, Super Bowl posters,
framing specials!
Come to the only custom
framing shop in Kenner!

Garrett Chiropractic
Health Center
Est. 1960

Dr. Freeman L. Garrett, DC
Serving Kenner for 50 Years

Affordable Health Care
If you suffer from Low Back Pain,
Neck Pain, Headaches or Sciatica,
Chiropractic may be able to help.
We also accept Auto Injury cases
and Work related injuries
1700 Williams Blvd

Phone 504-469-1371

The
city
inauguration took
place on July 1
at Pontchartrain
Center, and, in the
time you could blink your eye twice,
the celebration was over, the warm
glow of the first day in office had
dimmed, and July 2 began pressing
on the inside of my eyelids with the
same force that I have sometimes
greeted the arrival of Ash Wednesday
after celebrating an especially joyous
Mardi Gras the day before.
The difference is that the pressing
needs of Summer 2010 are not going
to go away in 24 hours and the summer
heat seems unrelenting.
So, we have rededicated ourselves
to paying attention in the immediate
environments to which we must
attend:
Hurricane
preparedness,
grass and weed cutting, and code
enforcement sweeps in neighborhoods
that require constant attention from
city inspectors.
During the inauguration, one
important event for our city passed
almost without public notice. On
that same July 1, officials of the
Simon Group signed an agreement
that would bring the Target Stores
to The Esplanade mall to replace the
Mervyn’s store that was closed by
Hurricane Katrina.
That action is further proof that a
Target in Kenner is not a pipe dream
but the tangible result of many hours
and days of work by city officials,
The Esplanade owners and Target’s
investors, and their faith that local
shoppers will strongly support a new
Target Store in this area. That is a
testament to our faith in ourselves and
a positive reinforcement of Kenner’s
future. It’s the kind of good news a
mayor likes to see and talk about.
Be assured that we will redouble
our efforts at dealing with blight in
our neighborhoods. Citizens expect
that property owners will be held
accountable for the condition of

houses and other buildings in their
possession and by the time you read
this, my administration will have
begun a new cycle of building code
sweeps in the city and citations issued
to those who do not abide by the law.
Our efforts will be increased to
attack growing grass that exceeds the
legal limit. Whether it’s more sun that
bakes the lawns and medians every
day or the quickie rainstorms that blast
us each afternoon, or a combination
of them, we are frustrated by grass
(or weeds) that grow like weeds, it’s
the vegetation that grows in the subtropics like there’s no tomorrow,
except that every tomorrow it always
seems a foot higher. It’s something we
will stay on top of.
When my late grandfather was
mayor of Kenner in the 1980s, he was
fond of saying there are three things
that will get a Kenner elected official
in trouble – sewerage, weeds and
streets.
Like him, I plan on staying out of
trouble and doing a good job for
Kenner.
We have continued our efforts to
keep the city’s master emergency
plan up to date. New policies put in
the plan to reflect changes in national
policy by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) and
the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security made Kenner’s plan grow
from 818 pages to more than 3,400
pages.
In an effort to make the plan more
user-friendly, it was converted to
digital discs that can be dropped into
a laptop computer for quick reference
and so certain pages can be printed as
needed. This is a more effective green
approach that saves money and trees
and is much lighter to move about.
When it comes to hurricane season,
be sure to plan ahead and stay safe.
God Bless. 
Mayor Yenni can be reached at 4687240 or by email at kennermayor@
kenner.la.us.

AT&T starts U-verse service, donates to Kenner Food Bank
AT&T officially kicked off its new U-verse television service in Kenner on
July 8, 2010, with the formal signing of their contract with the city, just prior to
the Kenner City Council’s scheduled meeting.
In addition, after the ceremonial signing, AT&T presented a sizeable monetary
donation to the Kenner Food Bank.
The new agreement between Kenner and AT&T was the result of many weeks
of negotiations between the city and the communications utility. Installation of
the U-verse service to Kenner customers is now available. U-verse uses a fiber
optic technology for its video product.
AT&T’s U-verse service was also approved by the Jefferson Parish Council in
March for unincorporated areas of the parish. 
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SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

BY STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief

KPD women’s self defense course taking place in August
The Kenner Police Department will hold the
next women’s self defense course on the evenings
of August 9, 10, and 11, 2010. The program
teaches women self-defense techniques and how to
execute them properly if they are ever confronted
by an attacker.
The course is free and open to all females 13
years and older. Participants may take the course
as many times as desired to learn the latest selfdefense and safety techniques. The course is
taught by certified police officers who conduct
group discussions and demonstrations on the
definitions of types of sexual assaults, lawful

means of self-defense, abduction, risk awareness,
recognition, reduction, and avoidance and selfdefense techniques.
Participants will also have the opportunity, if
they so choose, to practice self-defense techniques
with a certified instructor.
For more information and to fill out an
application visit the Kenner Police Department
website at www.kennerpd.com and click on the
women’s self defense link located on the home
page or contact the KPD Community Relations
Division at bnorwood@kennerpd.com. 

SMALL JOBS

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters
•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

AAA Trophies
“We give your awards a personal touch”

Lake

Dance
Swimming
Parties
Football
Soccer
Tennis

39th St.

3813

h

38th St.

Personalized Awards for:
Scholastic
Muaia
Retirement
Safety
Bowling
Pool
Track
Basketball
Baseball
Golf
Racquetball
Karate
T-SHIRTS & CAPS

“Kenner’s Best Kept Secret”

3813 Florida Avenue • 467-7384

SatiSfaction Guaranteed • team diScountS

Window Screens Made & Installed
PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
Pool Enclosures
Carports
Insulated Rooms
Replacement
Windows
• Gutters

•
•
•
•
•

Patio Covers
Glass Rooms
Room Additions
Screened Rooms
Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
504-467-6998

F

2158 Kenner Ave.

TIM RE
AT E
ES

•
•
•
•

ES

available resources are used in their best interest.
Expenses that are eligible for coverage include
reasonable medical and prescription expenses,
dental expenses, mental health counseling, funeral
expenses, loss of earnings or support, child care
which enables a victim, spouse, surviving spouse
of a deceased victim, or guardian to continue
employment and reasonable replacement costs
for items taken as evidence or made unusable
as a result of the criminal investigation. Funds
awarded may not exceed $10,000 unless the
victim suffered total and permanent disability.
Victims who suffer total and permanent disability
as a result of their victimization may qualify for
up to $25,000.
Application requirements stipulate that the
crime must have been committed after July 16,
1982 and have occurred in Louisiana or involve
a Louisiana resident who becomes a victim in
another state or country that does not have a
crime victim compensation program for which
they are eligible. You must report the crime to
law enforcement officials within 72 hours after
the incident occurred unless there is a valid
reason for reporting later and the application
must be filed within a year of the crime unless
there is a good reason why the application was
not submitted within this time period. It should
also be noted that the victim and/or claimant
must have cooperated fully with law enforcement
officials during the investigation and prosecution
of the case.
You can obtain an application from the Crime
Victims Reparations Board Office located in
Baton Rouge, any Louisiana Sheriff’s Office
and here in Kenner from the Kenner Police
Department. To obtain an application from the
Kenner Police Department, contact our Victim
Assistance Advocate, Officer Brian Norwood, at
712-2300 or email him at bnorwood@kennerpd.
com. For more information on the Crime Victims
Reparations Program, you may call (225) 9254437 or 1-888-6-VICTIM (842846). You may
also visit the Louisiana Commission on Law
Enforcement and Administration of Criminal
Justice website at www.cole.state.la.us/programs/
cvr.asp for more information on the program. 
Chief Caraway can be reached by email at kpd@
kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department
website at www.kennerpd.com.

Florida Ave

If you’ve ever been the
victim of a violent crime,
you know firsthand that
moving on with your life can
prove to be difficult. Victims
of violent crime must not
only find a way to cope with the incident, but
can suffer both physically and financially in the
aftermath of vicious crimes. The Louisiana Crime
Reparations Fund helps innocent victims and
their families when they have no other means of
paying for the financial aspect of a crime. The
law, known as the Crime Victims Reparations
Act, was established in July of 1982. The Crime
Victims Reparations Fund is administered by
the Crime Victims Reparations Board under the
jurisdiction of the Louisiana Commission on Law
Enforcement. Income for the fund is composed
primarily of monies paid as costs levied on
criminal court costs. Funds are supplemented by
a federal grant, court-ordered restitution from
criminals, donations and interest.
You may qualify for funds if you are an innocent
victim of a violent crime who suffers physical
and/or emotional harm or death or catastrophic
property loss, a person who legally assumes the
obligations or voluntarily pays certain expenses
related to the crime on behalf of the victim or
are an immediate family member who needs
counseling as a result of the death of the victim.
The crime must involve the use of force or the
threat of the use of force and result in personal
injury, death or catastrophic property loss. The
only motor vehicle related crimes covered are
those in which someone is the victim of a DWI
driver, a hit and run driver, a driver who is fleeing
apprehension by law enforcement or a victim
whose injuries were intentionally inflicted with a
vehicle.
The Crime Victims Reparations Fund is deemed
as the “payer of last resort.” It is a secondary
source that pays for certain out-of-pocket
expenses related to the crime when the victim has
no other way of paying. Sources that have to pay
first include HMO/health insurance, disability/
life insurance, vacation time, sick leave or other
types of leave paid by an employer, worker’s
compensation benefits, social security and
Medicare or Medicaid. Program staff members
will work with applicants to make sure all

Williams Blvd.

Crime victims reparations program

Police

7

8
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Updates on the Kenner Parks and Recreation Department

Goverment

BY KEN MARROCCOLI
Kenner Parks and Recreation Department Director
Plenty
of
people are afraid
of change in
their life. I don’t
know if it is
because they are
more comfortable with the way things
are or if they just cannot see the good
that can come with change. I, for one,
feel that change is always a good thing;
there may be a learning curve but the
possibilities are endless and that is
exciting. One of my favorite things to
tell my staff is “you cannot do anything
wrong if you do nothing.” Although we
make our share of mistakes, usually
the improvements are welcomed and
we see progress in the change. Well,
the Kenner Parks and Recreation
Department is in the process of making
a few more changes. We have a new
KPRD Leisure Services Manager, Kerri
McGovern Diaz.
Kerri takes the place of Bartlyn David
who was with the department for the
past 25 years. Bartlyn was a true asset
to the Kenner Parks and Recreation
Department and it will be hard to fill her
shoes. She was instrumental in making
our Leisure Service Department
one of the leading programs in our
department and few could ever question
her passion. She also handled a lot of
other activities for the city and was
involved in numerous organizations as
a committee member. I know they are
all sad to see her go as well.
With Bartlyn’s departure, we are
not expecting to see any drop off in
the quality of the Leisure Service
Programs. Kerri will have a great task
to keep them running. We have already
discussed new programs and ideas that

we will begin seeing very soon. I have
a lot of faith in Kerri and I think we will
see what Bartlyn started go to a whole
new level. Kerri is young, energetic,
enthusiastic and ready to move the
Leisure Service Department into the
future.
Switching gears a little, there is
another change that will be taking place
soon within the Parks and Recreation
Department. The Parks and Recreation
Department will be moving to a new
location in October. Having all aspects
of the department under one roof should
make us more efficient.
You should see an improvement in
some of the programs we offer and
an ease in getting answers from our
department. This has been a goal of
mine since I began in 2006 and with the
completion of the Barbre Building for
Public Works we will be realizing this
goal.
Our
Kenner
Public
Works
Department is scheduled to move out
of their existing building by the end
of August into the Barbre Building for
Public Works. We will then renovate
their building, just off of Williams, and
when ready will move all of our offices
and equipment. We hope this will be a
huge advancement for our department
as this will afford us the ability to open
up other opportunities for our citizens.
Some of the changes include the
possibility of accepting credit cards
for rentals and for our Leisure Services
classes since being housed together
we can share technology. We hope
to improve our registration system
at that time as well. One centralized
location for everything will make life
more convenient and will allow us the
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opportunity to communicate our classes
to the community in a better way.
On another front, at the end of July
we were proud to play host to over
35 teams from around the southwest
region of the United States including
Mississippi, Arkansas and Louisiana.
We had well over 1,200 family members
in attendance for the week long Cal
Ripkin Invitational Tournament. We
were happy to see the economic effects
that this tournament had on the city of
Kenner. Most of the participants stayed
in Kenner hotels and ate at Kenner
restaurants. This tournament, sponsored
by our department, is playing its part
in helping Kenner’s economy. The
visitors we spoke to were excited to
come to our city and enjoyed the taste
of the culture that this area had to offer.
We hope that this is the beginning of
many other opportunities to host events
in conjunction with the Kenner Sports
Foundation, helping attract visitors to
this area. We all benefit when these
tournaments are in the city.
I want to pass on a bit of sad news
from the Kenner Parks and Recreation
Department. We lost two people that
were dear to us and we know they will
be greatly missed. We ask that your
prayers go out to the families of Lenny
Boylan and Randy Luwe. Lenny has

been a supervisor for the recreation
department for the past thirteen years at
Muss Bertolino Playground and also at
Butch Duhe playground. He was always
willing to do what he could to help the
department and help anyone that he
came into contact with. He was a good
friend to many and he will be sorely
missed by all. Randy Luwe had been
the booster club president and a coach
at Woodlake for the past seventeen
years. He was a dedicated person and
did everything he could to help the
Recreation Department and Woodlake
Playground be second to none in this
community. He was loved by all that
he came in contact with and will leave
a lasting memory to so many in our
community. Randy and I had so many
conversations about the plans we have
for the Kenner Recreation Department
and he was gracious enough to head
up the Kenner Sports Foundation. He
truly loved his family, the children he
coached and the city of Kenner. We will
miss both of these men tremendously
and our community is a better place
because of them. 
Kenner Parks and Recreation
Director Ken Marroccoli can be
reached at 468-7211 or recreation@
kenner.la.us.

Community

Relive the Saints Super Bowl win in audience-participation play
This Labor Day weekend, on
September 3, 4, and 5, people will
have the opportunity to relive the
excitement of the New Orleans
Saints Super Bowl XLIV win. A
huge tailgating event will be held in
Armstrong Park featuring great food,
cold beer and live music. After the
tailgating party a play about football
“Ain’t Dat Super!” will be offered at
the Mahalia Jackson Theater of the
Performing Arts.
“Ain’t Dat Super!” centers around
two brothers, Bubby and Matty,
who walk into a bar the day of the
Super Bowl and claim that they are
the reason the Saints got to the big
game. The brothers claim that they
have been there for every moment in
Saints’ history since day one. These
two brothers are not your ordinary
die-hard fans, and as they spin their
incredible story they encounter
curious
local
characters
who
desperately try to poke holes in their
unbelievable tale. While everyone is
trying to figure out what’s real and
what’s barroom lore, the audience

members become part of the story
and actually turn out to be the fans in
the stands in this interactive play that
follows the history of the Saints from
the beginning all the way through
their incredible Super Bowl victory.
“Ain’t Dat Super!” stars Louisiana
native John “Spud” McConnell, who
recently portrayed Huey P. Long in
the Off-Broadway hit “The Kingfish”
and Ignatius J. Reilly in the theater
adaptation of “A Confederacy of
Dunces.” New Orleans favorites
Becky Allen and Randy Cheramie
round out this all-star cast.
The play begins at 8:00 p.m. on
Friday and Saturday and at 3:00 p.m.
on Sunday. Tickets are available for
purchase at www.aintdatsuper.com or
by calling 1-888-946-4839. For more
information about “Ain’t Dat Super”
visit www.aintdatsuper.com.
For more information about
the tailgating event and play
contact Karissa Kary at www.
aintdatsuperlive@gmail.com or call
383-5279. 
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Randy Luwe a loss to Kenner

Sports

BY KEN TRAHAN

As a part of
the local sports
broadcasting and
sports journalism
fraternity for 33
years, I have had
the great pleasure of meeting many
outstanding people. While my career
has kept me quite busy, I thought it
was important to devote time to my
son and to other youngsters who
sought to participate in baseball and
basketball.
I spent six years volunteering
as a coach at Kenner’s Woodlake
Playground in both sports. Working
with boys was a pleasure. When you
deal with those who seek to be the best
they can be, it is rewarding. When
you work with those not blessed with
ability but with the desire to have fun,
it is worthwhile. When you deal with
other coaches who are devoted to the
kids, it is inspiring.
That was the case with my friend
Randy Luwe. No one took greater
pleasure in coaching and teaching
baseball than Randy did. Most coaches
are willing to volunteer their time in
conjunction with when their children
are playing with many coaching the
teams on which their kids play.

I was one of those who coached
teams my son played on. Randy
certainly did that and then some.
Long after his sons were finished on
the playground, Randy continued to
coach. He could not leave it. He loved
it too much. It was a huge part of his
life.
Many of the young men that he
coached went on to play successfully
on the high school level. Several are
still playing.
My family was vacationing in
Chicago and St. Louis from July 10
through July 17. I received a text, as
well as an email on July 12 that I had
lost a friend.
Randy Luwe passed away from a
massive heart attack in the presence
of family members on Sunday, July
11.
He was at home, not long after
working with some of his baseball
players. Randy was just 52 years
young.
Randy leaves behind a loving
family, including his wife, Pam, along
with sons A.J., Matthew and Timothy.
Since we both coached at Woodlake
Playground, Randy and I dealt with
each other frequently and maintained
a good, solid friendship and mutual

respect for each other.
Randy was successful in his business
with Lagniappe Environmental as
well. Typical of the man, he frequently
supported the radio shows which I am
involved with. He was not very good
at saying no.
Randy was president of the
Woodlake Booster Club. He was an
advocate for recreation. He was not
afraid to take on the establishment if
he felt that kids and playgrounds were
being short-changed. I admired that
about him.
Of course, I admired who he was as
a person. I will miss the familiar sight
of Randy sitting on the big, empty
barrel which he always occupied
when watching practice or watching
kids hit in the cages beyond the back
field at Woodlake Playground. He
would be there when my team would
arrive for practice. He was there when
I happened to be driving by on other
occasions.
I will miss walking up the outside
stairwell to the storage facility above
the Woodlake Gym to obtain uniforms
for my son and others on the teams
which I coached. Randy was always
there to handle distributing the
uniforms, collecting the money, and
conversing about kids and high school
sports.
I have spoken with many who had
children that played for Randy over
the last week. All have reflected in
fond fashion over the experience they
enjoyed with Randy.
He was demanding, feeling that if
he was going to give his time that
you had better give yours as well.
Unexcused absences from practices
were frowned upon. A lack of effort
on the field was not to be tolerated.
Randy did not play favorites. When
you are not involved in coaching your
children, the temptation to prejudice
yourself is far less. I witnessed Randy
tear into some of the most talented
players he coached while encouraging
the less talented. He appreciated
effort and devotion. He wanted to get
the best out of all he coached.
The other love of Randy’s life
was John Curtis Christian School.
He remained devoted to the Curtis
football program and the school
mission after his sons departed from
the school.
J.T. Curtis told me that Randy was
always ready to help in any fashion.
Coach Curtis deeply valued Luwe’s
contributions to his school and
football program.
I have enjoyed the pleasure of calling
the last four state championship
broadcasts on radio, along with
many other games on radio and for
television of John Curtis games. Some

involved Randy’s sons. Of course,
Curtis typically wins.
Over the last couple of years,
Luwe kicked in sponsorship money
for Curtis to have its playoff games
on WGSO, 990 AM with us. He was
always there for John Curtis. He was
always there for me.
We were unable to attend the
funeral services as we were out of
town. Initially, I was shocked by the
news of his death. My next emotion
was one of deep disappointment that
I could not be at Muhleisen and Son
Funeral Home to pay my respects to a
man I respected immensely.
As you pass by Woodlake
Playground, the initials “R.L.” are
shaped in the fence facing West
Esplanade Avenue from the front
baseball field where Luwe coached
countless games.
I hope that Kenner Recreation
and Woodlake Playground have the
wisdom to honor Luwe permanently.
Perhaps naming one of the baseball
fields after Randy would suffice.
In baseball parlance, Luwe was a
grand slam for Kenner Recreation.
His kind do not come along very
often. He will be virtually impossible
to replace. He will be impossible to
forget.
I was proud to call him a friend.
Our prayers continue for the Luwe
family. In lieu of donations to the
family the Luwe’s have asked that
admirers consider a donation to the
Woodlake Playground Booster Club,
105 Woodlake Blvd. in Kenner,
70065.
That’s as Randy would want it. He
loved his family. He loved coaching
at Woodlake Playground and with
many Kenner All-Star teams. Kenner
was fortunate to have Randy Luwe as
a resident and coach.
I missed the funeral due to our
vacation. Of course, that vacation
included seeing major league baseball
games at U.S. Cellular Field (White
Sox vs. Royals), Wrigley Field (Cubs
vs. Phillies) and Busch Stadium
(Cardinals vs. Dodgers).
Randy would have been proud of
me for seeing those games. In fact,
I can picture him smiling at me at
this very moment. That’s an image I
will fix in my mind in memory of my
friend. 
Ken Trahan serves as sports
director of WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.
com and is president and general
manager of neworleans.com Sports.
Trahan is the also the general
manager and chairman of the board
of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in
the Louisiana Superdome, and runs
the Life Resources Sports Ministry.
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Kenner Council elects new officers for second half of year

The seven members of the Kenner City Council elected Kenner At-Large
Division B Councilwoman Jeannie Black council president to serve for the
remainder of the calendar year. She succeeds Michele Branigan in the post.
The council also elected District 1 Councilman Gregory Carroll as vice
president. He succeeds District 5 Councilman Kent Denapolis in that post.
The action came at the council’s meeting on July 8, 2010. The new officers
took their seats immediately after their selection. Natalie Hall was retained as
the council clerk. 

Jeannie Black
Kenner Council President

Goverment
New decorations on Joe Yenni Boulevard light
poles to change with holiday seasons

Patriotic decorations were affixed to adorn light poles on Joe Yenni
Boulevard during the past July 4 holiday and will remain in place
until Labor Day. Every year the patriotic decorations will be in place
for Memorial Day and continue to be displayed until Labor Day.
Kenner District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn said to show the spirit of
the holidays he plans on changing the decorations to correspond with
seasonal holidays. The decorations cost approximately $2,700 and
were paid with District 3 funds. 

Gregory Carroll
Kenner Council Vice President

Kenner youth flag football to kick off in September
Beginning in September, the Kenner
Police Department, the New Orleans
Saints and Academy Sports will host
a boys and girls flag football league.
This will be the sixth time Kenner has
hosted a youth flag football program.
The league is open to boys and girls
between the ages of 7 to 14. Seven
and eight year-old children will be
grouped together, as well as nine to 11
year-olds and 12 to 14 year-olds. All
of the age groups will be coed, with
the exception of the 12 to 14 yearolds. Games will be played at Muss
Bertolino Playground in Kenner.
Participants must register online by
August 13, 2010 to be eligible to play.
“Our goal is to provide kids with
a safe and fun experience,” said
Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway.
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“This program will help kids build
self-esteem through teamwork while
teaching them the fundamentals of
football.”
Several Kenner police officers
will be volunteering as coaches. The
program is designed to give children
the chance to interact with and learn
from positive role models while
allowing them to see police officers as
ordinary people, who are giving back
to their community even when they’re
not wearing a uniform.
To register online, visit kennerpd.
nflflag.com. To volunteer, to become
a sponsor or for more information on
the league contact KPD Community
Relations Officer Brian Norwood at
bnorwood@kennerpd.com.

Facial Treatments
Body Treatments
Waxing
Spa Packages

701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

State Rep Tony Ligi sets up August town hall meetingBY
ALLAN KATZ
State Representative Tony Ligi of
Kenner will hold a town hall meeting
on Wednesday, August 25, at 7:00
pm at the Kenner Pavilion, located at
Loyola and Vintage.
Ligi, who serves District 79, which
includes north Kenner, will report on
the just-completed legislative session
and respond to any questions his
constituents may have.
Ligi said that in general, he was
disappointed that the Legislature and
Govornor Bobby Jindal did not cut the
state budget even more deeply.
“There were budget cuts, but I feel
that we missed an opportunity to
really reform state government,” said
Rep. Ligi. “We postponed the day of
reckoning when it is projected we
will face a $2 billion revenue shortfall
during the 2011-12 fiscal year, even
before the oil spill badly damaged our
commercial fishing industry, slowed
tourism and created the offshore
oil drilling moratorium resulting in
additional loss of revenue. At that

point, we will have to make more cuts
and there will be even less time to
prepare for their impact.”
Ligi said he feels some good
things were accomplished during the
session, including requiring greater
accountability of teachers and greater
emphasis on guiding high school
graduates to community colleges. Ligi
agrees with those who say that many
students can develop the work skills
they need at community colleges
rather than four-year universities.
Despite all of Louisiana’s difficulties,
Ligi says he remains an optimist. “We
are going through some terrible times,
but if we keep our focus and complete
the reform of state government, we
can come out of this crisis stronger
than ever,” said Ligi. “The role of our
state government is being changed
forever by this fiscal crisis. But, if we
all work together, that will be a good
thing for Louisiana.” 
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Community
Target buys parcel, will build in Kenner
Simon Property Group, Inc., the
country’s largest owner, developer
and manager of retail shopping
centers, on July 1, 2010, sold a
4.992-acre parcel at The Esplanade
to Target Stores.
As result, the old Mervyn’s
building is being demolished and
construction on a new 138,000
square foot one-story Target store,
which was designed for the Kenner
community, will begin. The store is
expected to open in 2011.
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni
said, “I’m certain that shoppers
living in Kenner’s strong customer
base are excited about the expected
arrival of Target in the near future.
I am pleased with the cooperation
shown by Simon to make it happen
and give our economy another
chance to grow.”
Kenner District 4 Councilwoman
Maria DeFrancesch said that
everyone’s hard work to bring Target
to Kenner has paid off. “It required
the commitment of many people to
make this a reality. I am delighted
Target will soon be a part of The
Esplanade mall and demolition

of Mervyn’s is underway. Target
locating in The Esplanade mall is
an important first step in bringing a
new multi-screen theater and many
new stores to the mall.”
“We’re thrilled to have Target join
our outstanding retail lineup at The
Esplanade,” said Valerie Beaubrun,
mall manager of the shopping
center. “They will be a wonderful
addition for us.”
Lisa Ellis, a Target real estate
manager, said, “Target is excited
to be bringing a store to Kenner.
We have been working with the
community to make sure the store
fits in with its surroundings and
provides the shopping experience
we promise our guests.”
The Esplanade, a 900,000
square foot super-regional mall,
is presently anchored by Dillard’s
and Macy’s retail stores. The
Esplanade’s owner, Simon Property
Group, Inc. currently owns or
has an interest in 380 properties
comprising 259 million square
feet in North America, Europe and
Asia and employs more than 5,000
people worldwide. 
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Metairie resident finds world-class care for rare cancer at OMC-Kenner

Health

BY PAOLO ZAMBITO
Two years ago,
David Connick’s
world changed
when what he
thought to be
food poisoning
turned out to be
a rare kind of neuroendocrine cancer
called carcinoid.
David, now 40, a Metairie resident,
husband and father of two young boys,
says that emergency room visit threw
a wrench into his world and showed
him what he was up against. “My
wife Susan and I went into survival
and research mode and found that one
of the few places in the country that
specializes in neuroendocrine cancers
was right here in Kenner,” said David.
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
and a team of LSU Health Sciences
Center doctors have grouped together
to provide care to patients with this

rare disease from all over the world.
“We’ve met many carcinoid patients
over the past two years that travel to
OMC-Kenner from around the country
to receive their care,” said David.
These patients have access to medical
and surgical oncologists, researchers,
nutritionists, nuclear medicine and
transplant experts, all in one place.
Carcinoid cancer most often starts
in the abdomen or intestinal area
and many patients are misdiagnosed,
often causing it to be caught in a late
stage. “The only known cure for this
disease is surgical,” said Dr. J. Philip
Boudreaux, a professor of surgery at
LSU Health Sciences Center and the
chairman of the department of surgery
at OMC-Kenner.
During David’s
12-hour surgery, Dr. Boudreaux was
able to slowly peel the several dozen
walnut to pea-sized tumors out of his
abdomen. Many were intertwined

in the blood vessels that feed the
intestines, but he was able to remove
99 percent of them.
David said he feels truly blessed
to have received this level of care
so close to home. “Family is very
important to us, and it was critical
for us to have the support of our
extended families while I was in the
hospital,” he explained. He goes on to
say that the staff at the OMC-Kenner
Neuroendocrine Clinic is outstanding
and indeed a pleasure to deal with and
that he was equally impressed with the
exceptional quality of care he received
while in the hospital recovering from
surgery. “The doctors, nurses and
support staff are very caring and
dedicated,” said David. “The inpatient
unit’s familiarity and devotion in
dealing with carcinoid patients was a
great asset and helped place me and
my family at ease while recovering.”

David is doing well and is back
at work. “Every day is an absolute
blessing,” he said. “Enjoy the time
you have. And for those who face the
disease, keep your head up and just
keep fighting.”
To find out more about the
neuroendocrine tumor program at
Ochsner, please visit www.ochsner.
org/nets. 
Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief
executive officer at Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner and has served in this
role for five years. Zambito has been at
the Kenner facility for over 19 years.
Zambito, who serves on the boards of
the National Kidney Foundation of
Louisiana and the Louisiana Extended
Care Hospital of Kenner is also a
member of the Jefferson Chamber of
Commerce and the Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce of Louisiana.

In a medical crisis, Ochsner-Kenner Emergency Room is ready to respond quickly
BY ALLAN KATZ

At the Ochsner Medical CenterKenner Emergency Room, they take
great pride in their short waiting times
and high patient satisfaction.
“We are especially proud of our
accomplishments specific to timesensitive illnesses such as heart
attack and stroke. These are crises
where every second counts,” said Jim
House, RN, director of the Ochsner
Medical Center-Kenner Emergency
Department. “We’re really proud that
we can take a heart attack victim from
the door of the emergency room to
the cardiac catheterization lab, where
the blocked artery can be fixed, in an
average of 65 minutes, much better than
the national recommendation of 90

minutes. Research has shown that
the longer an artery continues to stay
blocked, the more heart muscle dies.
We think of ourselves as a state-ofthe-art emergency room just moments
from every neighborhood in Kenner.
Our message to the public is: In the
event of a medical crisis, call 911 and
tell them you want to go to Ochsner
Medical Center-Kenner.”
House said the average wait time
for all patients at the Ochsner-Kenner
Emergency Room is 34 minutes.
“We have a triage system that can get
a patient with time-sensitive illnesses
such as a heart attack or stroke in front
of a doctor immediately after they
come through the door,” said House.

Keratin Relaxing Complex

Superior relaxer for your hair
Before

After

Cut your styling time in half. Relaxes 80% of the
curl & frizz while repairing & restructuring your
hair.
Call today and schedule your appointment.

Introductory Price
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Hair S tylesUnlimited
464-5949 • 3635 Florida Ave.
www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com
Thinning hair experts since 1977
Specializing in hair restoration, extensions and alternative hair.

“In addition, we have the process
and technology, such as a strong
working relationship with pre-hospital
providers and stroke telemedicine,
which allows us to deliver state of the
art care.”
House said the latest national
statistics show that heart disease in
general is the leading cause of death in
the U.S., accounting for one of every
six deaths in America. A heart attack
occurs in the U.S. every 34 seconds.
Stroke is the third leading cause of
death in the U.S, accounting for one
in every 18 deaths, which averages to
someone suffering a stroke every 40
seconds.
“In the same way that we have all
learned to have a hurricane evacuation
plan for our family, it’s a very good
idea to have a medical crisis plan,”
said House. “If someone in your home
or at work shows the symptoms of a
heart attack or stroke, don’t delay.
Please don’t wait to see if it gets better
or if it passes. Pick up the phone. Call
911. Get an ambulance as fast as you
can. If, at the emergency room it turns
out that it was a false alarm with heart
attack or stroke symptoms, then so be
it. It’s a far better outcome to learn the
patient didn’t have a heart attack than
it is to wait an hour and learn at the
emergency room that you should have
responded more urgently.”
House says that heart attacks and
strokes are medical crises “where

there is a window of opportunity to get
medical attention quickly. But if you
procrastinate, then the window begins
to close until it finally slams shut. I’m
not exaggerating when I say that in
heart attack and stroke cases, every
minute is important because the more
time passes, the less treatment options
we have available to help the patient.”
He said one of the reasons that
OMC-Kenner Emergency Department
is able to respond so quickly is due to
the specially trained physicians, nurses
and techs working in the department.
OMC-Kenner also utilizes a model
of throughput, called Q-track, that
allows patients to wait for testing in
a waiting room instead of an actual
room. Because of those things, House
explains that the average patient at
OMC-Kenner has a two and a half
hour stay in the emergency room from
arrival to discharge.
House, a graduate of East Jefferson
High School and Delgado/Charity
School of Nursing, obtained a
bachelor of science in nursing from the
University of Phoenix and is certified
in emergency nursing. He has been at
OMC-Kenner since 1996.
“All of us at OMC-Kenner’s
emergency department take great pride
in our work,” he said. “The doctors and
nurses here are a great team who really
care about every patient who comes
through our doors.” 
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Back to school car care tips
By SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
Buying
and
maintaining
vehicles that are
driven to school is
a somewhat difficult
undertaking, since
parents and children
rarely agree on the type of car to buy. Whether
the car is a high-school hauler or a college
cruiser, this choice is one to be made wisely.
Given the choices themselves, every kid in
the world wants to go off to school in a brand
new convertible that could also do his or
her homework to boot. Parents, on the other
hand, usually want to send their child off to
school in Grandpa’s old car that still runs.
New or old car
The economic reality of back-toschool expenses along with available and
inexpensive transportation is a rite of passage
for our younger drivers. Kids more often than
not go back to school with a hand-me-down
vehicle of some sort. While this is a practical
choice for many families, take the time to
educate yourselves and your kids about the
aspects of keeping an older vehicle safe and
on the road with a minimum of emergency
stranded phone calls from the dorm.
Maintaining fluid levels crucial
By far the greatest areas of neglect in the
world of automobile maintenance are the
fluids that keep the engine, transmission and

the multitude of other moving parts in an
automobile from gnashing themselves into
useless scrap metal. The good news is that
checking and maintaining fluids is easy, and
can make the difference between a vehicle
that runs well for a long time, and one that
will precipitate the dreaded request for car
repair cash.
Knowledge is power
Safety and maintenance go hand in hand.
Teaching the kids and yourselves to read
their vehicle’s condition along with some
books is a perfect example of knowledge
equaling power. Just as important as keeping
an eye on the fluids is putting your hands on
the tires. Checking tire pressure and visually
inspecting the tires themselves can tell you of
mechanical conditions such as worn shocks
or suspension misalignment. Regular brake
inspections are also drastically important and
can help put a stop to overly expensive repairs
before they start. Take some time to go back
to the school of car care tips with your kids.
You may both learn something this fall. 
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned
and operated full-service tire and automotive
shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in
Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website
is www.scottystireauto.com.

Kenner Star Website

www.kennerstar.com

Sign Up For Classes

TRX
Suspension Classes

465-8599
Let us inspire you to reach your fitness goals!

anytimefitness.com

Loved by Patients, Recommended by Doctors

Kenner

3921 Williams Blvd.
504-443-5152
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www.orthosportstherapy.com

Metairie

701 Metairie Rd.
504-831-3227

819 W.Esplanade
next to Walgreens
504.465.8599

Craig Goodwin
P.T., President

Westbank

1530 Lapalco Blvd.
504-361-9275
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Financing your next car
BY DOUG TURNER

So it’s time
to upgrade your
current
ride,
but you don’t
have the resources to pay cash.
What can you expect in the current
financial atmosphere?
Well there is money available
out there with rates as low as
zero percent on new cars and 2.9
percent on used. Manufacturers

are currently offering zero percent
on 2010 cars, trucks and SUVs to
make them attractive to move them
before the 2011s arrive. They will
also offer you a choice of a rebate
instead of zero percent financing.
Rebates could vary from $1000
to as much as $7,000 to $8,000.
Shop around and compare the
interest savings to the rebate they
are offering. The smart shopper

AN IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM
STATE REP. TONY LIGI

DISTRICT 79 TOWN HALL MEETING
WHEN: August 25th 7:00 P.M.
PLACE: KENNER PAVILION
(Corner of Loyola & Vintage)
TOPIC: 2010 Legislative Session
and the future of Louisiana

Paid for by the Tony Ligi Campaign Fund
(Not paid for with public funds)

4425 Clearview Parkway, Suite “B”
Metairie, LA 70006

h REGISTER FOR FALL h
CLASSES:
h Saturdays, August 7, 14, 21 h
from 10:00am-3:00pm

h Wednesdays, August 11, 18, 25 h
from 5:00pm-7:00pm

h Dance Company Auditions h
August 16 & 17

456-3173
ligit@legis.state.la.us

should negotiate the best deal, then
put a pencil to the savings with the
rebate or zero percent. Of course
the lender, GMAC, Toyota Motor
Credit, Ford Motor Credit, etc. will
require that you have excellent
credit for loan approval.
If your credit is less than perfect
it brings up a whole different set
of circumstances and the rate will
vary widely. All banks use credit
score numbers now to determine
what rate potential customers
qualify for.
What’s your credit score? If you
don’t know, you should find out. Go
online and search “credit score.”
There will be plenty of resources
to help you determine your credit
score. For a few dollars you will
know what to expect, as your credit
report and score will reflect any
late payments, judgments or other
issues with your credit. The best
scores are 800 or higher, however,
anything over 700 is pretty good
and you probably won’t have any
problems and should qualify for a
good rate. A credit score in the 600
to 700 range can cause rates to vary.
Many factors are considered such
as your job, how long you’ve been
in the bureau and, of course, your
current debt. If you’re buying too
much car and your payment will not
budget with your current monthly
obligations the bank will probably
require more money down or ask
you purchase a cheaper vehicle.
If your credit score is below 600,
then what can you expect? There
are no iron-clad set of rules for
people in this situation. Although
banks won’t loan you any money,
other sub-prime lenders will. In
fact they specialize in loaning
money to high-risk customers.
Naturally their rates are high, 18
to 26 percent in most cases. Also
many local finance companies will
help you as long as they feel you
can pay them back without too
much problem. Expect that the rate
is going to be high because you
have a history of paying slow, or
not at all.
Used car rates start at 2.9 percent

with a really good credit score of
700 or higher. However if your
score is in the mid 600s you can
expect a very reasonable rate such
as five to 10 percent for up to 60
months.
It is amazing how many people
walk into a used car dealership to
buy a car and when asked about
their credit respond, “I guess
it’s good, I don’t know.” After
processing their info through the
credit bureau in some cases they
have had two or three repossessions
and have never paid anybody! It is
very discourteous and a waste of
time for both parties as they can’t
qualify to buy a car.
Used car dealers have found that
for the past year or so local credit
unions have been ready to lend
money at really good rates. Usually
that also keeps the business dollars
within the local economy.
If you are looking to purchase a
used car and have a relationship
with a local credit union or
bank, speak with them and even
get pre-qualified before you go
shopping for that next vehicle.
When at the dealer you can then
compare that rate with the rate the
dealer is offering and can use that
information to make an intelligent
decision on which way to go.
Many times not only is the price
of the car negotiable, but so is the
interest rate. It is always best to be
prepared when you drive on a lot to
purchase that next vehicle. 
Doug Turner is president of
Deal’n Doug’s Autoplex, which
stocks all types of vehicles, cars,
trucks, SUVs and vans priced from
$5,000 to $25,000, located at 6900
Veterans Boulevard in Metairie.
Turner, in the automobile business
for over 30 years and an twelve
year member of the Better Business
Bureau, was recently appointed
by Governor Bobby Jindal to the
board of the Louisiana Used Vehicle
Commission, which licenses and
oversees the used vehicle industry
in Louisiana. Turner can be
reached at 887-3131 or online at
dougturner@dealndougs.com.

SALES TAX HOLIDAY - AUGUST 6 & 7
Exemption of first 4% sales tax on first $2,500 of each item.

See www.revenue.louisiana.gov
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Preventing and playing golf with
low back pain

BY CRAIG GOODWIN
For
the on the ground can eliminate the need
millions
of to bend over. If carrying your golf
people who have bag, it is advisable to use dual straps
chronic,
long- to evenly divide the weight across
standing low back pain, golf can still the back and reduce the chances of
be an enjoyable sport. A little effort developing low back pain from an
to prevent back injury and low back uneven load.
pain goes a long way. When talking
It is important to have a regular
about prevention of low back pain for routine of stretching and low-impact
the sport of golf, the four key areas of exercise to help maintain the ability to
concern are the warm-up, swing, bio- play golf. Stretching and maintaining
mechanics and carrying the golf bag. flexibility is important to individuals
Going directly to the first tee at 7:00 with low back pain in order to prevent
a.m., pulling out the driver, and then further injury or muscle strain related
proceeding to try to tear the cover off to golf. Individuals with chronic low
the ball is probably the surest way to back pain tend to lose flexibility
sprain one’s back muscles, resulting which will lead to further low back
in low back pain.
pain.
Staying
well-conditioned
A thorough warm-up before starting aerobically will also help lessen
to play golf is critical for the muscles discomfort in the low back area and
to get ready for the round. A couple allow you to enjoy golf. Low-impact
of simple stretches for the shoulders, aerobic conditioning, such as walking
torso, hip and hamstring areas are or stationary biking, are both gentle
important to prevent injury. Some on the back and are usually wellstretches include holding a golf club tolerated for golfers with low back
behind the neck and shoulders and pain. This type of exercise should
then rotating the torso, pulling knees be done for 30 to 40 minutes at least
to chest, and putting your leg on the three times weekly.
seat of your golf cart while bending
Most acute low back injuries that
forward for the hamstrings. Gently occur during a game of golf will get
swinging a golf club helps warm up better over a couple of days to weeks.
the muscle groups and prepares them Muscle strains are the most common
for the torque and twisting that a golf injury from golf and usually occur
swing requires.
from forceful golf swings or a sudden
Another key area for prevention shift during a downswing. For relief
of back pain is the swing. Practice of the pain and to promote healing
swinging before playing golf. Golfers from golf-related injuries and low
should emphasize finding a smooth, back pain, it is always advisable to
rhythmic swing during practice that rest for a day or two from the activity
will produce less stress and less low that promoted the pain, allowing the
back pain. Maintaining good balance muscles to heal more quickly. Do
during your golf swing will help not try to continue playing through
decrease stress off the low back area. an episode of low back pain. If you
Bio-mechanics of the swing are continue to stretch and maintain a
important to reduce low back pain. low-impact aerobic exercise program
The force generated by a golf swing it will help the healing process and
largely stresses the L5-S1 disc space allow you to slowly return to playing
because of the rotation that occurs golf again. Always remember to
at that level compared to the other apply the prevention tips to help you
levels of the low back. Golfers need stay healthy while playing. 
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist,
to concentrate on the flexibility in the
hamstrings to allow more motion in is president of Kenner Orthopedic
the pelvis and help reduce stress to and Sports Therapy, located at 3921
the L5-S1 disc space. An easy and Williams Boulevard and two other
fluid golf swing is a must to avoid locations in Metairie and on the West
Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU
low back pain.
The last key in preventing low back Medical School Department of Allied
pain in golf is carrying the golf bag. Health, Department of Physical
Repeated bending over to pick up a Therapy in 1987. The professionals
golf bag can stress the low back and at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
lead to muscle strain. Using a golf Therapy can be contacted via email
bag that opens when the bag is set at Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

$

25 50
OFF

any service of
$200 or more

$

OFF

4 Bridgestone or Firestone tires
purchased with road hazard
& nitrogen package

Offer expires August 31, 2010. With this coupon only. Please present coupon with order.
May not be combined with any other offer or discount. One coupon per visit. Not redeemable for cash.

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner Work • Struts
Brake Service • Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups CV Joints • Fuel Injection Cleaning

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireauto.com

“BRING YOUR HOME TO A NEW LEVEL”

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY !

GRANT MONEY STILL AVAILABLE
UP TO $160,000
PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT! NEVER FLOOD AGAIN!

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

CALL OUR GRANT MITIGATION ANALYST ON STAFF

Locally Owned / Operated
725 – 3RD STREET
KENNER, LA 70062

(504) 888-5438
(504) 888-LIFT
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Can you surf the web in heaven?
BY Guy Williams

Theologians
like to discuss
who and what
will
be
in
heaven. Ben Franklin said that beer
would definitely be in heaven since its
existence was evidence that God loved
us.
So will there be Internet access in
heaven? I don’t know but I do know
that Internet access is a big issue when
you die. Most banking customers now
receive many of their bills online and
some do all of their business that way.
With bank accounts, there are wellestablished procedures that provide
access to the money upon death and
ways to resolve access even without a
will, although your family will bless
you if you leave a comprehensive and
up-to-date will.
With the Internet service providers
it is another matter altogether. What
happens to your Gmail, Yahoo or
Facebook accounts when you die?
What about PayPal, frequent flyer miles
and iTunes?
The short answer is that this is
relatively new territory. Remember
those long documents that you agree to
and don’t read, those Internet terms of

service agreements? They say that the
account is terminated when you die.
It is usually but not always possible
to gain access to the account with a
court order or a will, combined with a
death certificate and legal documents
identifying you as the executor of the
estate. This can be a time-consuming
process and some things like frequent
flyer miles go away when you die.
Many problems can be caused for
your family problems if they don’t
know that your bills are being sent
to your online account. It can also be
a problem if a recurring payment just
continues on auto pilot for things like
subscriptions and Internet access after
the person is gone and no longer able to
use the service or product. I’ve known
of a deceased paying for online football
tips for years. On the other hand, surely
there must be football in heaven.
What we suggest is that you
individually look at every online service
that you use and find out what happens
to the account when you die. Some of
the answers may be scary.
After you have the answers, decide
how you want things handled. On
Facebook you may want others to post
memorials. But, on the other hand you

Lunch & Dinner
(closed Sundays)

new orLeAns’ home CooKing!
Two Convenient locations...
one great menu!!!
kenner
910 W. esplanade
@ Chateau next to Burger King

463-3030

metairie
1001 live oak

between Bonnabel & Lake Ave.

838-0022

www.mredsno.com

E-mail reservations@kpba.biz to make luncheon reservations

Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. • Meeting at 12:00
reservations@kpba.biz

may just want the account deleted. One
approach is to provide a list of accounts
and passwords with your will. If you do
this, please leave the will either in your
bank safety deposit box or with a bank
trust department or your attorney. Don’t
leave this list around the house. You
will be providing all the information
that is necessary for identity theft.
Planning for Internet access is
the most overlooked issue in estate
planning. This is not just for the elderly
as young people die in accidents and
often have made no provision for their
online accounts. Be sensitive to your
relatives; there may be some accounts
that you just want deleted, but there
may be online movies and pictures
that could be a grieving mother’s only
remembrance.
Do your family a favor and make
plans for your online accounts in case

of death. None of us expect to die but
we all will. I attended a funeral for one
of my high school classmates last week.
Her unexpected death was a reminder
to me that life is uncertain.
So what is in heaven? My childhood
preacher was asked by one of my young
friends if his dog would be with him in
heaven. The answer, “Son if you will be
happier with your dog there, then your
dog will be with you in heaven.” Will
the Internet be in heaven? It may be
down below. 
Guy Williams is president and chief
executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank
and Trust Company. Their Kenner
branch office is located at 3410
Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar,
branch manager, can be contacted at
565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and
Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Gardening

August horticulture hints
By Lynne Dimm
I don’t have to
remind you how
hot we all feel
in August, but I
do want to remind
you that lots of plants require more
attention than usual due to the extreme
heat. Watering is more important now
than in almost any other month. If
you have automatic irrigation you
will need to increase the amount of
watering time. Trees will also need
a very deep watering every week to
survive the heat and annuals will need
double the amount. Lawns need more
watering than usual but sprinkling
may not do the job as lawns should
be irrigated to a six-inch depth. Of
course, alter your watering if there is
a lot of rain.
August is the time to trim back roses.
Although roses need to be trimmed
drastically in January, trim lightly now
and remove the bad looking leaves.
Feed roses and spray with a fungicide
if you find any black spot disease.
If you have planted tropical plants
such as hibiscus, ixora, toubichina,
mandevilla and bougainvillea, do not
forget that they love lots of water and
fertilizer to keep them growing and
blooming. They love the heat but only
if watered and fed enough.
If you have knock-out roses the
secret to keeping them pretty is to keep
cutting them back. They will always
need lots of water and feeding because
they are always growing vigorously.
If you want a fall crop of tomatoes

now is the time to plant your starter
plants. They need full sun and because
of the heat will have to be watered
twice a day until they have grown to
one foot tall, then they can be watered
once a day.
It is time to feed your lawns again
and this time use a fertilizer with bug
killer.
For all New Orleans Saints fans there
will be a new petunia this year called
black velvet. They will blend nicely
when planted with yellow and white
petunias or marigolds which will be a
great way to show your spirit cheering
our team on for another Super Bowl
win.
If you are an LSU Tiger fan you can
go for the purple and gold. You will be
able to find petunias, pansies and snap
dragons in LSU colors to cheer on the
fighting Tigers.
In closing let me remind you the
American
Medical
Association
encourages exercise. What exercise
is more fun or productive than
gardening? But while doing so, don’t
forget that people need water, too. 
Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s
Nursery, LLC, located at 27 West
27th Street, is a registered, insured
and licensed Louisiana horticulturist
and landscape contractor, and is a
wholesale grower of bedding plants
with over 35 years experience in the
industry. Lynne Dimm can be reached
via email at lynnedimm@yahoo.com
or by calling 468-5467.
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Rotator cuff problems a common cause of shoulder pain
BY THOMAS R. LYONS, M.D.
Disorders
of
the rotator cuff
represent a very
common cause
of shoulder pain.
The rotator cuff is comprised of four
tendons that cover the humeral head or
“ball” of the shoulder joint. The rotator
cuff is important in guiding the shoulder
joint through its large range of motion.
Patients with rotator cuff disorders
usually report pain over the top and
side of the shoulder and side of the arm
associated with use of the arm. Shoulder
pain secondary to rotator cuff disease
is common among people of various
ages and activity levels. The problem
can occur not only in professional
athletes and heavy laborers, but also in
recreational athletes and any individuals
that perform repetitive overhead

activities.
Rotator cuff disease can result from a
single traumatic event or more commonly
from overuse. Disorders of the rotator
cuff represent a spectrum of disease
from tendon inflammation or tendonitis
to partial thickness tendon tears to full
thickness tendon tears. Rotator cuff
disease is commonly associated with
“bone spurs” or bony prominences of
the acromion and acromioclavicular
(AC) joint, structures found adjacent
to the rotator cuff. The diagnosis of
rotator cuff disease is made by a careful
history and physical examination, plain
radiographs (X-rays), and often an MRI
scan which provides anatomic detail of
the rotator cuff tendons.
Many
treatment
options
are
available for patients with rotator cuff
problems. Nonsurgical treatments

EJGH launches website focusing
on transparency
BY KEITH M. DARCEY
East
Jefferson
General Hospital
is excited to let
our
community
know that we have
completely redesigned our hospital website
and made it more informative and easier
to navigate. Our website, www.ejgh.org,
has always featured a wealth of wellness
information along with descriptions of our
comprehensive list of educational offerings
and support groups, and offered detailed
assessments of our medical specialties that
are important to you and your family. With
our website re-design, the community will
still see this important information, but those
browsing our site will also find an upgraded
search engine and will see enhanced and
better organized information.
One area of our website that we are
especially proud of is our quality and patient
safety section. We want all of our patients to
have the information they need to make the
best healthcare choices for their families.
East Jefferson has always been a leader
in medical information and transparency.
We were ahead of the national curve in
implementing electronic health records over
five years ago. This has lead to increased
accuracy and efficiency for our patients.
Now, we want everyone to have the
latest data on how we measure up in quality
benchmarks as rated by private companies
and governmental agencies. Under our
“About Us” tab on the website, everyone can
view how we are rated in treating patients
in the following areas: heart attack care,
heart failure care, pneumonia care, surgical
care and the patient’s overall hospital
experience. In clear and easy to read graphs
and descriptions, our scores are compared to
national and state averages.
For too long, the industry standard has

been to not publish this data prominently.
East Jefferson is working to change that.
We believe our patients should review our
data as well as the data of other healthcare
facilities so that they can have confidence
in the choices they are making. Our data
will show the many areas where we are
performing extremely well. It will also
show areas where we feel we can make
improvements. It is only through selfexamination and aggressively setting higher
healthcare quality goals that we can improve
the service we deliver to our patients.
We also incorporated into this section tips
and suggestions on being a safer patient. We
want our patients to partner with our medical
team to ensure they are safe while in our care.
Our physicians, nurses and other members
of our care team follow the best practices
proven to help lower risks of falls, hospital
acquired infections and other complications.
To help our staff keep you safe, the patient
and their families can practice basic safety
steps that will greatly assist us in the effort
to keep a safe environment.
We invite everyone to log on to our
website and see this data and our complete
new website for yourself. And, we encourage
you to keep checking back as we continue
adding more information and features in the
weeks and months ahead. 
Keith M. Darcey is a communications
specialist with East Jefferson General
Hospital located at 4200 Houma Boulevard
in Metairie. Darcey can be reached at
889-7110 or at kdarcey@ejgh.org. East
Jefferson General Hospital, Louisiana’s
first Nurse Magnet hospital, is a publicly
owned, not-for-profit community hospital,
providing care to the residents of the East
Bank of Jefferson Parish and surrounding
communities.
EJGH’s
website
is
www.ejgh.org.

include modification of activities, use
of nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory
medication, physical therapy for
strengthening, ultrasound, iontophoresis
and judicious use of subacromial steroid
injections. Many patients will respond
to these simple nonsurgical treatments.
Surgical options are reserved for
patients with persistent complaints that
have been refractory to nonsurgical
management.
Most patients with rotator cuff disease
can be treated with shoulder arthroscopy,
which is surgery performed with a
camera and motorized instruments
through very small skin incisions.
Using shoulder arthroscopy surgeons
are able to remove inflamed tissue,
remove bone spurs from the acromion
and acromioclavicular joint, and even
repair a rotator cuff tear usually as an

outpatient procedure.
Proper diagnosis and treatment of this
common shoulder problem requires an
evaluation by your orthopedic surgeon.
Seek out a physician who specializes
in arthroscopy, sports medicine and
treatment of injured workers with
focused expertise in management of
disorders of the shoulder and knee. 
Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board
certified orthopedic surgeon with over
10 years experience. The Orthopedic
Center for Sports Medicine is a
multi-specialty center dedicated to
complete musculoskeletal care with
focused expertise in shoulder and
knee injuries. Offices are located in
Kenner and Metairie. For additional
information call 467-5900 or visit
www.nolasportsmedicine.com.
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RELAX & COOL DOWN ONE SIP AT A TIME
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of our
• DINE IN OR TAKE OUT with
• 701
Esplanade location only! •

FROZEN DRINKS!
ICED COFFEES!

FLAvORED ICED TEAS!
Iced Coffees
Viennese
Decaf Viennese
Bavarian Chocolate
Hazelnut
French Vanilla

Flavored Iced Teas
Mango
Peach
Raspberry
Decaf Blue Eyes
Decaf Strawberry Kiwi

Frozen Drinks
Cappuccino Granita
White Chocolate Almond Shiver

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon-Sat 6:30 am - 8 pm
Sun - 7:00 am to 2 pm
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Advance directives for mental health treatment

Law

BY JAMES L. MELCHERS
If
making
decisions about
your
mental
health treatment
is important to you
and you have some concerns about your
future mental health, you may want
to consider the advance directive for
mental health treatment.
The advance directive for mental
health treatment is a way to establish
certain guidelines in the event you
become incapable of making those
decisions for yourself. For example,
mental health treatment includes (but
is not limited to) electroshock therapy,
psychoactive medications, admission
to a mental health treatment center
and outpatient services. It is a written
document signed voluntarily by a
person. It is valid for five years or until
revoked, whichever occurs first. Because
these advance directives do expire, you
need to keep them up to date. You may
not revoke the advanced directive when
you are determined incapable by two
physicians.
Here are some things an advance
directive provides: you can appoint
a representative to make your mental

health treatment decisions, appoint
an alternate representative, specify
your wishes concerning particular
psychoactive
medications
and
electroshock therapy, state which
treatment facility you prefer and those
which you do not, state your preferred
doctor and put in writing whom you
want notified if you are admitted to a
treatment facility. The law provides
you cannot be kept in a mental health
treatment facility for more than 15 days.
The representative you appoint must
accept the appointment in writing.
The representative does not have
the authority to make mental health
treatment decisions for you unless it
is determined that you are incapable
of doing so. The incapacity must be
established by two physicians who have
personally examined you, determined
you are incapable and signed a written
certificate.
The determination that you have
regained your capacity while in a
treatment facility can be made by any
licensed physician and is entered into
your medical records. You automatically
regain your capacity to make your own
decisions when you are discharged

from the treatment facility. Both the
certification of your incapacity and the
certification of your return to capacity
are made part of your medical record.
Who cannot be your representative?
Your treating physician or medical
provider, or an employee of the
physician or medical provider, or an
individual who is related you by blood,
marriage or adoption.
There are some other things you need
to know about the advance directive for
mental health treatment. It is valid only
if it is signed by you and two competent
witnesses and accompanied by a written
mental status examination performed by
a physician or psychologist attesting to
your ability to make reasoned decisions
concerning
your
mental
health
treatment. Who cannot be a witness?
The treating physician or medical
provider, or a relative of the physician
or provider. Also, an owner, operator
or relative of an owner or operator of
a mental health treatment facility in
which you are a patient or resident, or
an individual related to you by blood,
marriage or adoption.
In conclusion, the advance directive
for mental health treatment does not

replace the need for a special limited
medical power of attorney because the
directive covers only mental health
treatment. The special limited medical
power of attorney covers all health
issues including mental health. The
advance directive allows you to provide
much greater detail as to your wishes
about future mental health treatment.
Unlike the special limited medical
power of attorney, the advance directive
for mental health does not have to be
notarized. Additionally, the special
limited medical power of attorney
does not have to have a mental status
examination attached to be valid.
Special limited medical powers
of attorney, referred to above, were
discussed in last month’s column of
the Kenner Star, which can be found at
www.kennerstar.com. 
James L. Melchers is the senior
attorney at Melchers Law Firm, located
at 909 West Esplanade Avenue in
Kenner and the firm’s primary areas
of practice are estate planning, wills,
trusts, successions, corporate law,
and personal injury. Melchers can be
reached at 467-1092 or visit the website
at www.melcherslawfirm.com.

Fitness

Sole matters – Find your best
workout shoes
BY YVETTE DUSSOUY
Finding
the
right pair of
workout sneakers
can often seem
like a daunting task. An average shoe
store has dozens of styles and designs.
And buying the wrong pair can be a
costly mistake – not only for your wallet,
but also for your precious feet.
Here are five rules for selecting a pair
of tennis shoes that will fit your needs.
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Shop later in the day. Your feet tend
to swell when you exercise. So, it is best
to try on shoes when your foot size is at
its largest point. Since your feet naturally
swell throughout any given day, your
afternoon shoe size is typically about onehalf size larger than your morning shoe
size. Shop in the afternoon, and you’ll
more likely find a good fit.
Know what to look for. First, check
the fit across the front of your shoe. Avoid

Wills Trusts
Successions
Business Law
Personal Injury

Over 30 years experience

M LF

Melchers Law Firm
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner, LA 70065

(504) 467-1092

www.melcherslawfirm.com

James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law

styles or sizes that cram your toes. In fact,
your longest toe should be about onethumb width away from the tip of the
shoe. You also want to make sure that you
can wiggle your toes around. Then, check
that your heel doesn’t slide or slip-out of
the back of the shoe. Lastly, be sure that
your foot doesn’t slide off the inner or
outside edge.
Learn the lingo. There are three major
support components of a shoe. The insole
is a foam insert located inside the shoe.
It conforms to the shape of your foot and
can be removed to make room for customdesigned inserts. Meanwhile, the midsole
is the foam layer that offers cushion
and support for your arch. And lastly,
the outsole is the rubber tread of your
sneakers. Different outsoles have varying
types of traction, making them best-suited
for indoor or outdoor workouts.
Test them out. Before you leave the
store, make sure that you test out your
shoes. That doesn’t mean just walking
around in them. You need to perform a
few exercises that mimic what you will
use them for, to see how they feel.
Remember that you know best. The
friendly salesperson may have a lot of

knowledge about shoe design, style and
comfort. But, he/she doesn’t know your
workout or how your foot feels in a
shoe. So, if a pair doesn’t fit quite right,
don’t let anyone talk you into making a
purchase because the shoes “should” be
a perfect fit. Go ahead and take your time
shopping around. Compare the fit and the
feel of various types of shoes, and select
the pair that meets your individual needs.
Most Importantly – Use them to
workout! 
Yvette Dussouy, for over 15 years
has owned and operated the Kenner
Jazzercise Fitness Center, which is
located at 4228 Williams Boulevard.
A certified instructor for over 18 years,
Dussouy has been awarded Pacesetter
Elite status by Jazzercise, Inc. for the
past 12 years. Dussouy can be reached
at 464-4600 or jazspot@aol.com. The
Kenner Jazzercise Center has classes
early morning, morning, afternoon,
evenings and weekends – some include
childcare. This class schedule includes
classes for the overweight through the
very fit. For the complete schedule visit
www.jazzercise.com.
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Airport

rates As
Low As

Serving the public both inside and out 2.99%

Deal Autoplex
N Doug’s
6900 Veterans Blvd., • Metairie

By IFTIKHAR AHMAD, Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport

Seeking
new
ways to provide
first class customer
service at Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport is a priority for the New Orleans
Aviation Board (NOAB) and staff. In
fact, it is just as important as our capital
improvements, if not more so. One of
the first steps the NOAB has taken to
improve customer service is to institute
a new customer service training policy.
Any employee who needs a security
badge to work at the airport, regardless
of their duties or employer, must take
and pass the new “Customer Service
Training Module.” It is a 25-minute
video with test questions, designed to
explain to the employee their role as
a “special” passenger service agent. It
highlights the problems our passengers
may encounter when traveling through
Armstrong International Airport and
how to assist them with solutions. Our
passengers are our priority and we
want their travel through the airport to
be enjoyable. We currently staff one
information booth in the center of the
terminal with experienced, bi-lingual
customer service agents. The NOAB is
developing a customer service program
that will add to the ranks of our staff
and enlist the aid of “roving” airport
customer service representatives. These
individuals will be easily identified and
will be located throughout the terminal to
aid passengers with their needs. Another
step the Aviation Board has taken to
enhance customer service at the airport
is to change the hours of operation of
our vendors for the convenience of our
passengers. Hours for food and gift
services will now be from 5:00 a.m. until
8:00 p.m. except for Concourse A. Its
food and gift service hours will be from
5:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. to accommodate
the final departure of the last airline
operating on the concourse.
Very soon, our traveling public will
begin to see and possibly feel the
impact of our $400 million plus capital
improvement program as we begin
our interior and exterior renovations
of the terminal. This next step of the
modernization effort will involve the
movement of ticket counters and other
fixtures that may disrupt the normal
movement patterns in the facility. We
will make every effort to minimize
the inconvenience to our customers
and we appreciate their patience and
understanding as we move forward
with serious progress. I encourage our
passengers to arrive a little early to allow
sufficient time to check-in and please bear
with us during the construction. Change
is never easy. However, this is change

our community has been requesting and
it is change for the better.
I am pleased to announce that beginning
in October of this year we will once again
have direct non-stop service to Toronto,
Canada. But this time, not on just one
Canadian carrier, but two. The first to
announce service was Westjet, a low-cost
carrier, who has been in operation for 14
years. This will be their first entry into the
New Orleans market. Their new nonstop
to New Orleans will begin October 31,
2010 on a Boeing 737-700 with 136 seats
in a single class of service configuration.
The seasonal service will operate four
times per week on Sunday, Monday,
Thursday and Friday through April.
The flight will depart Toronto at 9:30
a.m. and arrive in New Orleans at 11:30
a.m. with a 12:15 p.m. departure from
New Orleans and a 3:55 p.m. arrival in
Toronto. The other carrier is Air Canada,
whom we are delighted to welcome
back. This airline served our market until
2005 when Hurricane Katrina hit. Their
new daily nonstop to New Orleans will
begin October 30, 2010 with a Canadair
CRJ-705 which seats 75 passengers. The
flight will depart Toronto at 9:50 a.m.
and arrive in New Orleans at noon with a
12:35 p.m. departure from New Orleans
and arriving in Toronto at 4:20 p.m.
Our airport staff is constantly in touch
with airline representatives from both
domestic and international carriers in an
effort to persuade them to consider New
Orleans as their next destination, or to
increase the level of service from existing
carriers. Of course, the driving force in
a decision by any airline is customer
demand. I hope the New Orleans market
will prove to both Westjet and Air Canada
that they have made a great decision to
serve the Crescent City.
As you can see, there continues to be
a lot of positive activity at Armstrong
International Airport. It is our pleasure
to serve our communities in the greater
New Orleans metro area and River
Region. Our goal will always be to
provide a great travel experience through
MSY with great customer service in a
modern facility that our neighbors are
proud to call home. We are committed to
changing our airport for the better, both
inside and out. 
Iftikhar Ahmad may be reached at
director@flymsy.com. Check your local
listings for the air time of the Armstrong
International Airport 30 minute television
program, “Airport Alive,” or view it on
the airport website, www.flymsy.com,
by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link
on the homepage.
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2008 VW BEETLE CONVERTIBLE
ONLY 12K MILES,
STILL IN WARRANTY

$18,990
Stock# V1895

2007 TOYOTA TUNDRA CREW CAB
FULLY LOADED, DOUBLE SHARP

$18,990

Stock# V1915

887-3131
hUgE SELECTION Of CARS, TRUCkS, SUVS.
Rates a LOW as 2.99%.
FREE 12 month/12,000 warranty.
12 Year member of the BBB.

Free

1 Year
Warranty

“Shop us or you’ll pay too much for your next vehicle!!”
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N
O
OUT

12 Year
Member

www.dealndougs.com

KENNER
STR
“The man who stops advertising
to save money
is like the man
who stops
the clock to
save time.”

—THOMAS
JEFFERSON

For advertising rates call
468-9125
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Standby generators are becoming more common

Home

By DAN DORMADY
Today,
many
homes have a
standby generator
to power their
homes during extended power outages
such as what we sometimes experience
during hurricanes. While portable
gasoline powered generators are the
most popular type, more and more
homeowners are having natural gas
powered standby generators installed.
While a “whole house” generator is
more expensive, they can power much
more equipment and often the whole
house can be operated by this type of
unit. This article will focus on natural
gas powered whole house generators.
Before choosing a whole house
standby generator, you’ll need to decide
what equipment you want it to run.
Some of the most common choices
are refrigerators, freezers, electric
ranges, air conditioning, electric water
heaters, televisions, washer and dryer,
microwave, security systems, selected
lights and electric garage door openers.
Keep in mind that every electronic
device you add to the list will increase
the wattage you need and drive up your
cost. While a single light bulb will only

add 60 watts to your needs, a mid-sized
central air conditioner can draw 4,000
watts or more. Limit your choices to
those devices that are truly essential
during a power outage and you’ll keep
your total cost down.
The dealer will come to your house
and evaluate what it will take to install
the system. Depending on your location,
some dealers may offer delivery,
installation and maintenance services
directly. If they don’t, they’ll certainly
be able to put you in touch with qualified
electricians and plumbers to help install
your system.
Because whole house standby
generators are wired into your home’s
electric system, proper installation
is critical. Shoddy installation work
can cause the generator to overheat or
even damage your existing wiring and
appliances.
The location of your existing electric
service panel and gas line is important.
The generator will sit outside but near
your home, much like a central air
conditioner, and for ease of installation,
it’s best if it can be positioned near the
electric panel.
The generator will need to be installed

on a level surface – most commonly,
a concrete pad but occasionally hard
rubber. Some dealers cover “everything”
in their installation charge, including
pouring a concrete pad, but others won’t.
Get to know exactly what the installation
of your generator will involve before
committing to a purchase.
You’ll need a plumber to connect the
gas line. Generators can be sensitive to
both fuel pressure and volume, so highquality connections are important.
To connect a home standby generator
to your existing electrical system,
you’ll need a separate device called an
automatic transfer switch. The transfer
switch is an essential safety system that
prevents your generator from feeding
electricity back to the neighborhood
power grid. When the power goes out,
the generator will start up automatically,
and after a few seconds to let it stabilize,
the transfer switch will connect the
generator to your home. When power
comes on again, the switch will
disconnect the generator and return your
setup to normal.
In addition to the generator and
transfer switch, you may want to invest
in a dedicated electrical sub-panel, as
well. Only your essential appliances
are connected to the sub-panel, which
is in turn connected to the generator.
That way, when power fails, your
critical devices will get the emergency
power without the risk of overworking
your generator or having to turn off or
unplug other equipment. Setting up an
electrical sub panel may be included in
an installation charge, or may carry a
separate fee.
A competent generator dealer can
make a big difference in your overall
satisfaction with your backup power
system. You’ll need understandable

answers to complicated questions. Look
for a dealer who is knowledgeable and
dedicated to home generator sales and
service and has been for a while. Large
industrial or construction equipment
dealers who happen to sell generators as
a side business may offer a good price
– but they won’t have the expertise of a
dealer who’s more dedicated to selling
and servicing residential generators.
The installation of your standby
generator should always be performed
by a licensed contractor, licensed
electrician and licensed plumber for
their portion of the work.
Because maintenance and service
are also important, you’ll most often
want a generator dealer in your local
area. A more distant dealership can
sometimes connect you with licensed
service technicians who are in your
area, which can be okay but is generally
not the preferred arrangement. Ask what
maintenance services they’ll provide.
At a minimum, a standby generator
requires an annual checkup of oil levels,
air flow and other factors.
This information is a good start and
this should give you some idea of what
is involved in selecting, purchasing,
installing and using a standby generator
for your home. 
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed
professional engineer and licensed home
inspector and the president of CriteriumDormady Engineers, a locally owned
consulting engineering firm specializing
in residential and commercial building
inspection services. Dormady can
be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box
113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at
criteriumdormady@cox.net. CriteriumDormady Engineers’ website is
www.criterium-dormady.com.

Community

Code sweep of Florida Avenue finds 18 violations

Kenner code enforcement officers and inspectors from Cox Cable inspectors
Tuesday morning today swept three blocks of four-unit apartment buildings in
the Beachview Heights subdivision, finding 18 violations.
Building and code inspectors scoured the 4100, 4200 and 4300 blocks of
Florida Avenue, between Vintage Drive and Joe Yenni Boulevard.
Three citations were issued for faulty electric wiring, according to Missy
Heyl, assistant code enforcement director.
Cox Cable found two illegal cable hook-ups, resulting in one arrest at the
sweep, Heyl reported.
Kenner conducted a code sweep last October in the same area, along with
four blocks of Delaware Avenue, that found 68 violations. Many of the citations
were on Delaware, Heyl said.
Complaints from neighbors prompted the return sweep, said Kenner District
3 Councilman Ben Zahn, whose district includes the area.
“I want to make sure this whole area knows we don’t want the cancer of blight
to grow back into the neighborhood,” he said. 
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Real Estate Quigley

Second homes make sense for
many in the current market
BY LINDA R. MARTIN
If you’re a
late “boomer” or
from the “Gen
X” or “Gen Y” generation you’re likely
looking for a place to position assets
given the extreme volatility of U.S.
equity markets and paltry returns of
money market instruments and other
safe havens.
Real estate, even through the market
downturn, has long been considered
a conservative, long-term strategy to
growing wealth. Better yet, lower home
prices across America and record low
mortgage rates have created an historic
buying opportunity for real estate
including second/vacation homes.
It’s a “ground floor” opportunity that
comes with doors, windows, a roof and
potential for many great moments and
memories.
Long-term demand for second homes
looks strong, as there are large numbers
of people in the prime buying years for
second/vacation homes. Late boomers?
There are roughly 40 million of these
potential second-home buyers and
another 85 million between the ages
of 30 and 49. For all, second homes
suitable for play now and retirement
later have significant appeal.
U.S. vacation-home sales rose eight
percent last year to 553,000, according
to the National Association of Realtors.
Though well below a 2006 peak of 1.067
million sales this increase represents the
first gain in three years. Median price for
a vacation home increased 12.6 percent
in 2009, perhaps reflecting movement
higher-end markets, said NAR Chief
Economist Lawrence Yun.
How you use a second home is up to
you, but if it’s something you’ve been
considering, now is the time to get
the information you need to make an
informed decision. A qualified real estate
professional can help guide you through
financial considerations, assist you in
finding the right community and even
refer you to a resort property specialist
for the destination of your dreams. Your
real estate professional may be able to
get you the information and advice you
need to use the equity in your current
home to finance the down payment on a
second home, for example.
For many, a second home in a
vacation or resort area can be an income
property when not in use. Once again,
a real estate professional will help you
consider property management options
that can be a crucial financial factor as
well as important to peace of mind.
Some of the best locations are not more
than two to three hours away from major
metropolitan areas by car or plane. For

example, Bostonians gravitate to Cape
Cod. New Yorkers favor the Hamptons.
San Franciscans retreat to Lake Tahoe
and Angelenos head for Palm Springs or
Big Bear. Many people who live in the
West also have second homes there. Yet,
the biggest feeder market for second
homes in the South are buyers from the
Northeast.
What makes a second home location
ideal? Natural beauty is great, but
don’t forget about cultural and social
resources, as well as first-rate golf,
tennis and other popular sports facilities.
Second homes are a discretionary
purchase, and everyone wants to feel
secure in their environment. That’s
why gated and guarded residential
communities will continue their appeal.
And locations such as Sante Fe, New
Mexico and Coeur d’Alene, Idaho,
which are removed from most urban
problems, continue to be attractive.
Nevertheless, you will likely get more
enjoyment out of a property you can get
to quickly and can use frequently. Since
you know this area, chances are you’ll
make a better real estate investment
closer to home. And be sure to look
at each property with an eye toward
tomorrow, because the vacation homes
likely to appreciate the most are the
ones that boomers can play in today and
retire in tomorrow.
Once you’ve narrowed your search
to two or three communities that fit
your price range and lifestyle, make
comparisons of price and sales activity.
Your real estate professional can help
you determine which communities are
most sales-worthy at present, and which
are more likely to continue to be.
There are many factors involved in
selecting the right community for you
and your family. Discuss your options
with your real estate professional. This
will provide the information he or she
needs to help you find property listings
to tour. Remember, a targeted approach
to house hunting is less time consuming,
less expensive and more efficient. 
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed
in Louisiana, can be reached at 4436464 or at her office located at 4140
Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA,
USA. Prudential Gardner Realtors is
an independently owned and operated
member of Prudential Real Estate
Affiliates, Inc., a Prudential Financial
company. Visit the Prudential website at
www.prudentialgardner.com.

(continued from page 1)

well-being of rank and file employees. That’s
something you can’t fake. You either have
it or you don’t and, in the Yenni family, it’s
a fundamental part of a person’s character,”
said Quigley.
As deputy CAO, Quigley had half the city’s
departments reporting to him. In Quigley’s
new position as chief executive officer, all of
the city’s department heads will now report
to him.
As part of the Yenni administration’s effort
to hold down costs, they will not be hiring
a deputy CAO to fill the shoes previously
occupied by Quigley. “All of us on the Yenni
team will be doing two or three jobs,” says
Quigley. “That’s just the way that it’s going
to be.”
Looking back on the Muniz administration,
Quigley thinks the outgoing mayor will
one day be remembered as one of Kenner’s
greatest chief executives. “Mayor Muniz,
almost from day one, saw that the city was
fundamentally underfunded. A lot of people
didn’t want to hear that but it turned out to be
exactly right. Now, Mayor Yenni is going to
have to continue to lead us out of the fiscal
hole that we’re in.”

Quigley says the greatest lesson he learned
from Muniz is “just because the money is in
the budget doesn’t mean that it’s actually in
the bank. The money that is supposed to be
in the budget is just a projection. If you are
going to spend it you’d better be sure that the
projection was right. Sometimes, the sales
tax revenues that everyone used to take for
granted are just hopes, not reality.”
Quigley said he learned something new
and valuable from Muniz every day. “If you
can’t learn something from a guy as smart as
Ed Muniz, then shame on you,” says Quigley.
He says that Muniz’ cost-saving moves of
the last three years, including a hiring freeze,
have helped Kenner work its way through the
current fiscal crisis.
“Mayor Muniz put us in a position to deal
with these fiscal shortfalls,” says Quigley.
“It’s certainly not hitting us cold. Muniz saw
this coming before anyone else. We’ll survive
and rebuild our fiscal and economic base.
And, despite the budget and personnel cuts,
we’ll continue to provide the basic services
to the people of Kenner. I think this is going
to be a very good, hard-working, responsive
and effective administration.” 

LANDSCAPING BY

LYNNE DIMM’S NURSERY, LLC
For FREE Estimates, call Lynne at
468-5467

35 years experience - Insured
Louisiana licensed horticulturist
We do design, planting, lighting, irrigation, weeding, trimming
and colorful bedding plants that will last all winter and spring.
27 West 27th Street • Kenner, LA
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Googling for Bobby Fischer An “Angina Monologue”

People

BY ED CLANCY
July 12, 2010 – I knew Bobby Fischer
was dead. But, when I embarked on a
Google search for details about his death,
I walked straight into the “Twilight Zone”
once again. It has been excursions of this type that gave birth to
my series of columns and radio commentaries that I call “The
Angina Monologues” – episodes in my life that some people
call “Senior Moments,” or “mind losses.” Well this one was a
lollapalooza.
While scouring the Internet for updates on why Bobby Fischer
died, I found a YouTube clip of a CNN news broadcast headlined
“Bobby Fischer Dies.” I clicked the mouse and was puzzled by
the words that preceded the report on the screen: “January 17,
2008. Bobby Fischer Dies.”
I couldn’t believe my eyes. How could it say “2008” when he
died just the other day? I was certain of it. It couldn’t have been
more than a week or ten days ago that I learned he was dead.
It’s not unusual for someone who uploads a clip on YouTube to
have the wrong information posted, so I went back to Google,
and googled some more. Now I started to get a funny feeling in
my body, sort of like a panic attack. Each and every article on
Bobby Fischer stated he had died in January of 2008. How could
I have missed that?
I, along with the rest of America, had been fascinated by this
young prodigy who became the first American to be World
Chess Champion since New Orleans’ own Paul Morphy in
1858. And Morphy’s title was “unofficial.” Fischer had taken
the title from the Russian Boris Spassky in Reykjavik, Iceland

We are a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
great difference in the care, service and value your
family receives. If you ever have a question or would
like more information feel free to call or stop by.

in 1972, after almost forfeiting the match because
of his endless demands about lighting, and scoring
rules, and the nearness of the audience and network
TV camera noises. But, the world chess officials
gave in to every one of Bobby’s demands. He finally
wore Spassky to a frazzle and won the tournament.
Americans were ecstatic. Icelanders were ecstatic,
because, finally, people knew where Iceland was.
Fischer responded by going back into his shell, and
generally being difficult.
Three years later he was supposed to defend his
title against Spassky, but this time he made so many
demands and was so obnoxious that he really did
forfeit and world chess officials took his title away.
For the next 20 years, Bobby Fischer was a
missing person. He turned down millions of dollars
in offers to play chess. His fans couldn’t figure it
out. Why did Bobby Fischer turn his back on the
very game that made him money and made him
famous? As we were to learn later, it was because
there was a screw loose somewhere in that brilliant
brain of his.
Finally, in 1992, he agreed to play Spassky again.
This time the match took place in Yugoslavia, but
that country was mired in a war of rebellion against
the very unpleasant Slobodan Milosevic. U.S.
President George H.W. Bush ordered Fischer not
to play the match because it would be in violation
of United Nations sanctions against Yugoslavia.
At a now famous news conference, Bobby held
up the order from President Bush and spat on it.
Now the die was cast, the Rubicon was crossed,
and Bobby Fischer was indicted for committing the
treasonist act of playing chess for economic gain in
a “sanctioned” country.
The “Re-match Of The Century” got underway
and after the first game, Fischer refused to play any
more unless the match was declared a contest for the
“World Championship of Chess.” While Yugoslavia
was “sanctioned” by the UN, this chess match was
not “sanctioned” by the World Chess Federation –
and if you can tell me why we use the same word
for exact opposite meanings, I’ll take you to dinner
– so Bobby held his breath until either they called it
a world championship or he turned blue, whichever
came first. The people running the show, as usual,
gave in to the world champion tantrum thrower. The
match continued, and Fischer beat Spassky rather
handily. Bobby took his $3.5 million and it turned

out to be the price on his head. He never returned
to the United States. If he had, he would have been
thrown under the jail.
Bobby Fischer wound up in the Phillippines,
where he eventually made a lot of appearances on
radio, not to talk chess, but to talk about how much
he hated America, and how glad he was that the twin
towers were destroyed on 9/11. His conversation
had degenerated into torrents of hatred aimed at
his country of birth, and his own religion. While
Fischer never denied that he was born in America,
he did take the time to tell anyone listening that he
was not a Jew, his mother was not a Jew, and on, and
on, and on.
Fischer’s mental state was incredibly like that of
Paul Morphy’s. The New Orleanian was proclaimed
a genius, was chess champion of the world at the
age of 21, and after a few years of public acclaim,
he, like Fischer, walked away from the game. He
became paranoid, claiming people were poisoning
his food, and walked the streets of New Orleans
talking to no one in particular. He died at the age of
47 of what doctors called a “brain seizure or stroke.”
Which brings me to why I thought I was losing
it again. It turns out that while Fischer did, indeed,
die in January of 2008 at age 64, (in Iceland, by the
way), he was in the news just last month, on July
5. It was on that day that his body was exhumed
for the collection of some DNA so some lady in the
Philippines can have evidence that he is the father
of her nine-year-old daughter. Somehow my brain
decided that I was hearing about his actual death
when I was only hearing about his exhumation.
I guess that’s what happened. All I know is that I
have not taken my final journey into Old Timer’s
Disease. I had a legitimate reason to be thinking
about Bobby Fischer’s death in July of 2010. It was
just the wrong legitimate reason. Another thing I
know: The Clancy “Angina Monologues” will be
alive and well for some time to come.
If you think about it, it has to be more than
coincidence that the two greatest chess masters of
the last two centuries both ended their lives in severe
mental decline. If only, as was done with Einstein,
the brains of Paul Morphy and Bobby Fischer had
been saved, we might know why they were such
geniuses, and such nutcases. 
Ed Clancy can be reached via email at
Edclancy2@aol.

Katz

(continued from page 5)

airport talked about a parallel runway that has
frightened and offended residents of Kenner,
Jefferson Parish and St. Charles Parish. Kenner
also receives revenues from the airport that, at its
height, amounted to about $5 million a year. If
Ahmad’s hopes for airport growth turn out to be
well-founded, the airport-related revenue stream
could well exceed the $5 million mark.
Mayor Mike Yenni, like his predecessor, Ed
Muniz, views the airport as an important asset to
Kenner. You will not hear Yenni talking nonsense
about burning the airport down. It will be
interesting to see if Yenni and another first-term
mayor, Mitch Landrieu in New Orleans, can find
ways to work together to push for airport growth.

It will also be interesting to see if Ahmad is clever
enough to swim safely in the treacherous waters
of compromising with officials from Kenner,
New Orleans and the state.
For those who would like to see the airport
grow and prosper, with many benefits for the city
of Kenner, it would be a good thing for the airport
to get a director who is going to be around for a
decade or two, who has a specific plan for growth
and development and is a friend to Kenner. Is
Ahmad the guy? It’s much too early to know. But
Ahmad is definitely someone to watch who might
turn out to be a key player for the future of the
airport, the region and for Kenner. 
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KCVB grateful for a cheerleader
BY SHARON SOLOMON
It is wonderful
news that our fish
have been tested
by the EPA and
shown to be safe. This summer let’s
continue keeping our dollars in Kenner
by partaking of seafood in the restaurants
that abound in our city.
I thought this might also be a good
time to think of some of our blessings
in spite of the oil spill. The Kenner
Convention and Visitors Bureau has
had many blessings bestowed upon
us as we have journeyed throughout
our years in business. We have met
lots of new people. We have strived to
bring happiness to the visitors we have
brought to Kenner who have utilized our

Pontchartrain Center, stayed in Kenner
hotels, visited the Treasure Chest
Casino, ate in our restaurants, shopped
in our stores and escaped to Rivertown
for shopping, museums and attractions.
The returning visitors who stand out in
my mind the most are the CheerNation
organization
and
their
national
cheerleading competition. I have written
about them over the past five years as
they have met in Kenner every year since
Katrina. They were loyal and committed
to us immediately after the storm and
had no qualms about returning here.
David Yates, chief executive officer of
CheerNation, has been Kenner’s greatest
cheerleader. He has traveled all over the
country and loves our city and has not

hesitated to tell people how wonderful it
is to hold an event in Kenner. He has let
everyone know we have the best staff at
the Pontchartrain Center and it rivals any
convention center in the whole United
States. David has always complimented
the KCVB on its great service to his
organization.
David has always been one of our
biggest supporters and now it’s time for
the KCVB and the Pontchartrain Center
to support him. Last week, we found out
that David had contracted meningitis,
then developed a brain aneurysm and
suffered a massive stroke. He is now
on life support at Emory Hospital in
Atlanta with only his brain stem still
alive which is keeping his heart beating.

His 22-year-old daughter, Haley and
his partner in CheerNation, Ron Ealy,
promise to continue on with David’s
dreams. One of his desires was to bring
CheerNation to compete here in Kenner
during April 2011. In honor of David
and his commitment to Kenner we at the
KCVB and Pontchartrain Center will
work hard to keep his vision alive and
want to make their 2011 competition the
best ever. 
Sharon Solomon is the marketing
director for the Kenner Convention
and Visitors Bureau, located at 2100
Third Street in Rivertown. Sharon
Solomon can be reached at 464-9494,
via email at kennercvb@aol.com or at
www.kennercvb.com.

Latin American News

Santo Domingo de Guzmán
BY RAFAEL E. SADDY
The Nicaraguan
community wants
the public to share
in the celebration
of Santo Domingo
de Guzmán, patron saint of Nicaragua.
The celebration will take place on
Saturday, August 14, from 3:00 p.m. to
10:00 p.m. at the Kenner Heritage Park,
303 Williams Boulevard.
Presented by Asociación Nicaragüense
de Louisiana (ANDELA) and its
sponsors, the event will feature popular
characters that are typically-Nicaraguan,
such as the “Gigantona,” a “gigantic”
woman that dances to the sound of
drums, the “Cabezón,” her short and bigheaded dance partner, and life-size bull
and cows who all dance around the saint
as he parades through the park. Young
women dressed in folkloric costumes
and representing the different regions in
Nicaragua also accompany the colorful
parade.
Later on there is a contest to select
the “India Bonita,” the young girl
who best represents her region in
Nicaragua. The festival is followed by
a dance-party featuring a popular local
musician, who will be playing folkloric,
salsa and Latin-dance music for the
audience. Net proceeds from donations
and sponsorships will be used for the
annual purchase of Christmas toys for
disadvantaged children in Nicaragua. To
learn more about the festivities of Santo
Domingo de Guzmán and to experience
first-hand the culture, food, music, sights
and sounds from the Latin community
we invite you, family and friends to join
us for a family gathering at the Kenner
Heritage Park in Kenner Rivertown. For

information call 466-1483.
Community announcements
August 7 – Hispanic seminar “El Éxito
Al Alcance 2010”. For information call
275-8368.
August 8 – El Ballet Folklórico
Nicaragüense COSMAPA extends an
invitation to join them for the Fiestas
Agostinas in honor of Saint Dominick.
Enjoy an afternoon of Nicaraguan
cuisine, music, folklore dances,
dance contests, surprises and colorful
characters performance. For information
call 616-4965.
August 14 – Asociación Nicaragüense
de Louisiana (ANDELA), Tope Santo
Domingo Festival. For information call
466-1483 or 464-4619.
August 19 – Unidad Hispanoamericana,
general meeting and 2010/2011 event
planning. For information call 466-1483
or 251-3264
August 20 – Latin American Civic
Association of Louisiana (LACAL),
general meeting and planning for
Hispanic heritage month festivities. For
information call 464-4619 or 258-6003.
August 25 – Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce of Louisiana network
meeting. For information on time and
venue call 885-4262.
Hablemos Claro KTV-76 – Hispanic
TV programs with topics of interest to
the community on every Wednesday
at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m.
For more information and program
schedules go to www.kenner.la.us and
click on the KTV 76 logo.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center –
4312 Florida Avenue. Numerous events
are being offered such as The Pro Bono
Project, a free legal consultation on civil

matters, an after school youth program,
ESL, bingo and Spanish classes. For
information call 469-2571.
I leave you with this thought: “Real
generosity is doing something nice for
someone who’ll never find out!” 

Rafael E. Saddy is public relations
officer of the Latin American Civic
Association of Louisiana (LACAL).
Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.
net. Correspondence for be sent to P.O.
Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.
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Crime

(continued from page 1)

of hours of work to identify, locate and
arrest criminals.
“The greatest share of the credit
for the 21 percent reduction in crime
in the first half of 2010 compared to
the same period in 2009 goes to the
men and women of the Kenner Police
Department who really give their all,”
said Chief Caraway. “Between the
cameras and investigation skills of our
people we’ve made some key arrests of
people who we believe are responsible
for long strings of robberies and
burglaries in Kenner.”
Caraway said in some instances, the
criminals live in other communities
and come to Kenner to commit crimes.
The chief said the strong numbers
for the first half of 2010 reflect a 38
percent decrease in robberies and 27
percent in burglaries.
Crime was down in all of the seven
major categories reported to the FBI.
Murders were down from seven in the
first six months of 2009 to five in the
first six months of 2010.
Among the most recent murders was
a 16-year-old killed at a block party.
An arrest has been made in the case.
Chief Caraway said assaults in
Kenner are down 52 percent for
the first six months of 2010 and he

Ahmad
thinks the KPD policy of making
arrests in domestic violence cases has
contributed to that.
“Very often, the person assaulted
changes their mind about prosecuting
the person who hit them but that
doesn’t matter to us,” said Caraway.
“We make an arrest anyway and turn
the case over to the District Attorney.
As a result, a lot of folks who commit
domestic violence assaults are
spending time in jail. When they come
out, they are often a lot less likely to
engage in domestic violence again.”
“Also, auto thefts are down 15
percent and the license recognition
cameras have played a role in that,”
said Chief Caraway.
Chief Caraway said that despite
Kenner’s fiscal problems, the KPD
feels they nevertheless have the
resources to keep the pressure on
criminals and make further inroads
against crime.
“We are working very hard and
getting good results,” said Chief
Caraway. “There are other new law
enforcement technologies coming
onto the market and we’d like to be
able to afford those also. A 21 percent
decrease in crime definitely is a
breakthrough.” 

Attention Business Owners
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The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.
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at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner
THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member
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Ahmad, who was previously director
of the airport in Dayton, Ohio and
before that worked in an executive
capacity at the airports in Houston
and Nashville, said he has been told
by metro New Orleans tourism leaders
that if Armstrong International was
one day handling a passenger volume
of 15 million passengers a year, it
would lift the regional economy and
create thousands of new jobs.
The new airport director said he has
met with Kenner’s outgoing mayor,
Ed Muniz, and the newly-inaugurated
mayor, Mike Yenni. “They both made
me feel very welcome,” said Ahmad.
“I look forward to meeting the
members of the Kenner Council, the
department heads and the civic and
business leaders of Kenner. Former
Mayor Muniz and Mayor Yenni made
it clear that they regard Armstrong
International as a great economic asset
to the city of Kenner. I want to work
very closely with Kenner’s political,
business and civic leaders. I have great
respect for them and will be accessible
to them at all times.”
Ahmad says he feels very fortunate
to have arrived at Armstrong
International just at the time that
the airport is embarking on a $400
million expansion that will include a
new consolidated rental car facility,
expanded concourses, new passenger
facilities and added gates for aircraft.
He said that among his plans is live
music to welcome arriving passengers
on Concourse D. But the most
important thing he intends to improve
is the airport’s cleanliness. He says
that in the past, the person responsible
for checking on cleanliness was on

Discount Zone

(continued from page 1)

“Yogulicious.” The organic foods
store is in the planning stages.
Madi said, based on his personal
research, most of his customers are
very time-conscious and hate having
to make three or four stops to fuel
their vehicle, get a main course for
dinner and a dessert.
“What we’re trying to do is create
a one-stop destination where our
customers can get their gasoline, their
pizza or sandwiches and yogurt for
dessert,” said Madi.
Madi also said he is planning unique
landscaping at Williams and Vintage,
including exotic flowers. “Kenner
District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn has
been talking to us about making this
location beyond what is average for
Williams Boulevard,” said Madi.
“He’s asked us to raise the bar and set
a standard that will be a challenge for
others who invest on Williams. We
think Councilman Zahn is right and
we’re trying our best to step up to the

duty only until 5:00 p.m. In the future,
he said, cleanliness will be a 24-houra-day priority, seven days a week.
Ahmad said he’s the kind of
executive who will be at the airport at
4:00 a.m., checking the restrooms to
see if they’re clean, if there’s soap in
the dispensers and toilet paper in the
stalls.
Beyond his insistence on having a
clean airport, Ahmad says he wants
to work with tourism and business
officials to convince airlines that
metro New Orleans has rebounded
from Hurricane Katrina and is now
open for business. “We won’t hit 10
million passengers a year until the
airlines act on the belief that they can
make money flying passengers into
the metro New Orleans market,” says
Ahmad. “We – all of us in the business
of economic development – have to
convince them of that.”
Ahmad believes that Kenner will
be a major beneficiary of the $400
million expansion program that he
will be pushing. “We want to add
new jobs at the airport and I am sure
Kenner residents will be competing
for those positions,” he said. “We will
be awarding contracts to companies
that want to do business at the airport,
and I am confident that many Kennerbased companies will be competing
for this work. In the same way that
Mayor Yenni sees the airport as an
asset for the city of Kenner, I see
the city of Kenner as an asset for the
airport. We need to work together to
maximize the relationship between the
airport and the city. If we do this right,
we’ll grow the economy of the airport
and the city simultaneously.” 

challenge he has set for us. But, most
of all, we hope that Kenner residents
will recognize that we’ve gone the
extra yard because we appreciate
all of our Kenner customers who
have helped our company become a
success.”
Zahn said he appreciates the
responsiveness of Mardi and Discount
Zone. “I’ve felt for some time that
we need to raise the standard of
design, construction, architecture and
landscaping on Williams Boulevard,”
said Zahn. “I’m not saying there aren’t
some nice locations on Williams
but I don’t think what is average on
Williams is up to the standard we
would like to set for our main avenue
in Kenner. Mr. Madi has listened and
stepped up to the plate, which I think
all of us should appreciate. I’m hopeful
this new Discount Zone will be part
of a new standard for construction on
Williams Boulevard.” 
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released a web video asking why
Vitter hired such a person for his
Senate staff. In the aftermath of
the disclosure, Furer resigned from
the staff, but that did not satisfy the
National Organization of Women
(NOW), which called for the Senator
to resign. Vitter claimed that he was
unaware of the extent of Furer’s
criminal record and dismissed him
after all of the information was brought
to his attention. He also disputes the
accusation that Furer was in charge of
“women’s issues.”
Democrats will likely use the Furer
scandal to reopen the issue involving
Vitter’s relationship to the D.C.
Madam and to local call girls. It will be
part of their effort to label the Senator
as uncivil toward women. This could
be the opening that Democrats need
to close the gap with Vitter. In the
Rasmussen poll, Vitter led Melancon
by 30 points among men, but only
11 points among women, which
comprise a majority of the electorate
in the state.
Melancon is not Vitter’s only
challenge. He faces a seasoned
politician in the GOP primary, former
Louisiana Supreme Court Justice
Chet Traylor, who is well known
in north Louisiana. Traylor was
encouraged to run by Republicans
who are disappointed in Vitter’s
alleged relationship with prostitutes
and worried about his vulnerability
on the issues of personal integrity and
morality.
Nonetheless,
Traylor
seems
ill-equipped to present a moral
alternative to the Senator, given
accusations that he had relationships
with two married women. State
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Representative
Noble
Ellington
(D-Winnsboro) has accused Traylor
of being “significantly involved” in
events which caused his divorce from
Peggy McDowell, who eventually
married Traylor. McDowell is now
deceased and there is a legal fight
over her financial records. A lawsuit
filed by Noble Ellington III and his
brother Ryan is asking the court to
force Traylor to provide them access
to McDowell’s financial records,
including bank statements and other
property. According to the Ellington
family, Traylor is resisting efforts to
turn over the financial documents.
Making an even more tangled web
for Traylor, he is involved in a current
relationship with a married woman,
also connected to the Ellington family.
Traylor is dating Denise Lively, the
estranged wife of Ryan Ellington.
Traylor and Lively began their
relationship after she was estranged
from Ellington. While Lively and
Ryan Ellington are still married, their
divorce is pending.
Traylor denies the accusation that he
was involved in the divorce of Noble
Ellington and Peggy McDowell and
his campaign manager Lev Dawson
maintains that the Judge’s personal
reputation is “impeccable.”
All of these personal issues will
likely distract Traylor from his
campaign message and make it more
difficult for him to raise questions
about the moral character of David
Vitter.
According to columnist Justin
Elliott, “Louisiana Republicans are
facing a choice between a family
values incumbent who solicited
prostitutes and a family values

challenger who is currently sleeping
with his stepson’s estranged wife.”
In this race, it seems clear that the
issue of family values is off the table
for the Republicans. 
Jeff Crouere is a native of New
Orleans and his Louisiana based
television
program,
“Ringside
Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays
and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS

television station WLAE-TV, Channel
32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00
a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO
990 AM in New Orleans and the north
shore. Crouere is a political analyst
for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s
website at www.ringsidepolitics.
com
or
email
Crouere
at
jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

the leadership of Kenner Police Chief
Steve Caraway. No city is without some
problems, but our chief is working to
address the problems we do have. I have
supported and will continue to support his
efforts,” said DeFrancesch.
DeFrancesch is optimistic about
working with Mayor Yenni. “I am a great
admirer of former Mayor Ed Muniz and I
think Mayor Yenni benefited from being
a Muniz protégé and from his time as
Kenner’s Chief Administrative Officer.
Mike is a very approachable, accessible
guy who really listens and wants to find
ways to help people. He has the potential
to be a great mayor.”
The councilwoman is also zeroed in
on her continuing efforts to help with the
rebuilding of The Esplanade mall. She
worked with Muniz to convince Macy’s
to come back to Kenner after Hurricane
Katrina. She played a key role in the
decision by Target to build a store at The

Esplanade mall and is delighted that Target
will begin construction as soon as the
demolition of the old Mervyn’s store is
completed.
“I think Target will be a great success
at The Esplanade and I feel that once
their store is up and running, our friend
George Solomon will go ahead with his
plans for a multi-theater movie facility,”
says DeFrancesch. “But, even with that,
our hopes for The Esplanade will not be
complete. I want to help bring other anchor
stores to this shopping mall. If we do this
right, The Esplanade will re-emerge as one
of the best shopping malls in our region.”
DeFrancesch is optimistic about
Kenner’s future, despite the city’s fiscal
problems. “The key to our success and
rebuilding is civic and political unity,”
she says. “It isn’t enough for me, for
example, to work hard just for my own
district. I need to be as supportive for the
plans for the rebuilding, advancement and

marketing of Rivertown in the District 1 or
the development of Laketown in District 3.
To borrow from the Three Musketeers, we
have to be all for one and one for all.”
DeFrancesch says Kenner is in a fiscal
crisis right now but in the crisis, there is
also opportunity.
“We can come through this with a better
city than Kenner has ever been before, but
only if we are united and unselfish,” she
says. “We have to care about each other
and commit to help everyone in the city.”
DeFrancesch said she is family
oriented. She has two children, Damian,
a surgery resident, and René, who has a
communications degree and works with
movie sound departments. “My father
taught me the value of hard work. He
worked two jobs to provide for his family
and he taught me to work hard and to
always do my best. I have always tried to
do so,” said DeFrancesch. 
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“In the past, the rules regarding illegal
drugs did not apply equally to our elected
officials,” said DeFrancesch. “I didn’t think
that’s right. We elected officials should be
covered by the same rules that we pass to
regulate the conduct of our city employees.
If a public official wants to opt out of being
covered by our rules, then let them say so
publicly.”
Over the next four years DeFrancesch
plans to continue her efforts to address
infrastructure issues including sewerage,
drainage and upgrading Muss Bertolino
Playground as well as working with the
civic organizations on the myriad of issues
that impact her district.
She admires Police Chief Steve
Caraway. “He is doing a great job and we
need to help him by solving his budgetary
problems,” she said. “One of the reasons
people want to live in Kenner is because it
is a safe city. This can be directly attributed
to the work of our police department and
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