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Even as he prepared to become mayor, some of Mike
Yenni’s thoughts were directed to his friend, Ed Muniz

Photo by Barry Sprague

BY ALLAN KATZ
As Kenner’s new mayor, facing
almost impossible financial problems,
Mike Yenni can’t help turning some of
his thoughts to his friend, mentor and
confidante, former Kenner Mayor Ed
Muniz.
“I think that Kenner historians in
future years will declare Ed Muniz
one of the city’s greatest mayors,” says
Yenni. “I deeply regret that he chose

not to run for a second term, which I
think he could have won easily. He is
an incredibly courageous politician
whose only way is to tell the truth, the
whole truth and nothing but the truth.”
Muniz held publicly that Kenner is
a desperately underfunded city that
needs property tax increases and a
service charge to fund desperatelyneeded sewerage repairs. When the

be a great mayor. I believe he is
enthusiastic, accessible, flexible
and cooperative. And I also think
the Yenni administration will be
honest and transparent, just as the
Muniz administration has been over
the past four years.”
Zahn also said it is important
to include Police Chief Steve
Caraway into the mix. “We have
an exceptional police chief and an
excellent police department,” said
Zahn. “The reason I had so many
code enforcement sweeps in my
district is that Chief Caraway was
very encouraging, cooperative and
helpful. If we’re going to have a
civic consensus in Kenner about
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continued on page 6

continued on page 31
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how
we’re
going
to
tackle
our
problems, I
District 3 Councilman
believe Chief
Ben Zahn
Caraway
needs to be part of it. People respect
his opinion.”
Beyond
Kenner’s
serious
financial problems, Zahn said one
of the toughest challenges is the
blighted properties that reduce
the value of adjacent properties.
“District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni
and I initially approached Chief
Caraway for help with blighted
properties and he has responded

continued on page 30

Kenner’s elected official were sworn in July 1,
2010 and will hold office until June 30, 2014.

Kenner District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni
and District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn have
co-authored an ordinance that bans persons
wearing advertising billboards appearing on
public property. The ordinance was approved
by the City Council on June 17, 2010.
The ordinance also bans political signwaving that has become a campaign season
fixture at many major intersections in the city.
Both Stagni and Zahn were reacting to
businesses who hire individuals to display
advertising billboards. In some instances,
the hired individuals were promoting
businesses offering cash for gold, or income
tax preparation services, along with other
commercial services.
“It was unsightly, unsafe and made our
city look trashy. It was important that we
be proactive in banning this practice before

Council approval
allows AT&T to
market new U-verse
TV service to Kenner

continued on page 30
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The Louisiana Recovery Authority has awarded Kenner
a grant of $238,125 that will be used to update the city’s
comprehensive zoning ordinance and to expand the
Pattern for Progress land use plan.
“This is great news,” said Jay Hebert, director of
planning for the city. “Since the adoption of the land use
plan in 2008, it’s been our goal to seek funding to create
a new zoning ordinance that will serve as our primary
tool to implement the land use plan. Our comprehensive
zoning ordinance was adopted in 1978 and is outdated.
It is the primary source for many obstacles that both the
city and private property owners face in dealing with
land use and zoning issues.”
In February, the state launched a $10 million
program to help municipalities impacted by Hurricanes

Kenner City Council and the city’s
civic leadership thought there could be
other avenues than what he proposed,
Muniz declined to run for a second
term. That enabled Yenni, his thenchief administrative officer, into the
mayor’s race. Muniz’ backing helped
Yenni, at age 33, to get elected.
Along with his regrets about Muniz,

Council approves ordinance
banning human billboards,
political sign-waving

BY ALLAN KATZ

Kenner receives $238,125 grant

Full text of

Kenner Mayor
Mike Yenni’s

inaugural address

District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn: Maintaining
cooperative relationships with mayor, police chief
and fellow council members key objective
Kenner District 3 Councilman
Ben Zahn is very proud that over
the last four years in Kenner his
district has seen the most code
enforcement sweeps.
And over the next four years,
Zahn is planning on playing a key
role in continuing a cooperative
relationship between the incoming
mayor, newly sworn-in Mike Yenni,
the council and the civic leadership
of Kenner.
“Given the financial challenges
we face, I think that cooperative
relationships
are
absolutely
essential if we’re going to overcome
our problems,” said Councilman
Zahn. “I know Mike Yenni will

See page 15 for

From left to right, top: District 5 Councilman
Kent Denapolis, District 4 Councilwoman Maria
DeFrancesch, District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn,
District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni and
District 1 Councilman Greg Carroll. Middle
row: Councilwomen-at-Large Jeannie Black
and Michele Branigan. Front row: Police Chief
Steve Caraway and Mayor Mike Yenni.

A recent decision by the Kenner
City Council allows AT&T to
market a new television technology
to Kenner customers, setting up major competition for Cox
Communications, Direct TV and Dish Network.
The council approved an agreement on June 17, 2010,
that allows AT&T to use the city’s rights of way to lay down
the necessary infrastructure to bring their video service to
Kenner. The agreement also allows AT&T to install panel
boxes on city property, not private property, while abiding
continued on page 29
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From the Editor

Mayor Mike Yenni ushers in his new era in Kenner government
BY ALLAN KATZ

It isn’t very
often that a
33-year-old
is
elected as mayor
of any state’s
sixth-largest city. But Kenner’s newly
inaugurated mayor, Mike Yenni,
didn’t plan on becoming mayor in
2010.
Yenni had planned to continue to
serve as chief administrative officer
in the second term administration of
Mayor Ed Muniz. Yenni, as well as
most people, thought Muniz would
run and be re-elected to a second term
and then, in 2014 at the age of 37,
Yenni thought he might be ready to
take his shot at the top spot.
But, as so often happens, events
beyond Yenni’s control took over and
catapulted him into the position of
running for mayor. Muniz had looked
at Kenner’s fiscal numbers and was the
first to say out loud that the city was
hopelessly underfunded. He said the
problems could only be solved if the
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Kenner City Council and voters were
ready to increase property millages
and adopt a sewer service charge to
pay for long-needed sewerage repairs
and avoid governmental fines. Muniz
said he wouldn’t run for a second
term if there was no political and
civic consensus to do it his way. In
effect, Muniz said, “My way or the
highway.” The council and the civic
leadership thought there were other
options needing to be explored, so
Muniz proceeded to take off down the
highway.
But, who then to run for mayor?
Former Mayor Phil Capitano made
it clear he was available and decided
to run. And, so, Yenni, relatively
untested but a grandson of a great
Kenner mayor and Jefferson Parish
President, as well as the nephew of
another outstanding Jefferson Parish
President, also decided to run and in
March proceeded to win the race.
With Mike Yenni as mayor, what
does Kenner have?
Mike Yenni brings to the office a
good mind, a congenial affability that
makes it easy to like him, a strong
work ethic and a far less strident
personality than his friend and mentor,
Muniz.
Kenner District 3 Councilman Ben
Zahn said he sees in the new mayor the
qualities of flexibility and willingness
to compromise and feels the council
will have a very good relationship

with him.
“I
think
he’s
cooperative,
enthusiastic, accessible and open to
working out solutions where he gives
a little bit if those on the other side
are willing to give a little bit,” said
Zahn. “I think this administration is
going to be easy to work with and
open to solutions that represent many
different points of view. I believe my
fellow council members will probably
agree with me.”
It is absolutely apparent that for
Kenner to come through the storm of
financial problems currently existing
that both leadership and cooperation
are required. Leadership from the
mayor and the City Council, as well
as cooperation between them will
be a necessity. I think this veteran
council is poised and open and all
the council members I have talked to
think together the council and the new
mayor will be able to tackle the city’s
problems head on and will be able to
achieve positive results. Business and
civic leadership of the community
supporting the administration and
council will be important, too. And,
Kenner residents will have to realize
that the financial funding formula
for the city needs restructuring to
stabilize the city’s income, regardless
of the state of the economy, which will
probably mean some sort of monetary
increase for them.
I personally don’t see how the mayor

and council have any other choices in
order to fix the city’s financial crisis
and stabilize the city’s finances but
to pass on some type of compromise
increase to Kenner residents that the
community can accept. Cooperation
will be necessary to find a fix.
So what were Yenni’s first steps after
being elected? Well, Yenni is so far off
to a good start. He has pulled together
a good transition of 30 people team
(see page 6 for a list of transition team
members) and it appears they have
worked for him very well. Because
he has been around government since
he was a high school volunteer, Yenni
has a great Rolodex of smart people in
government, business and civic affairs
throughout the metro area. What is
most interesting about his very smart
transition team, that started meeting a
little more than a month ago, is that
instead of being overwhelmed and
negative about Kenner’s imposing
financial problems, they responded
enthusiastically, coming up with
hopeful, optimistic ideas. They
recommended the city find a stable
source of funding for the police
department, suggested a study about
a possible property tax for the police
and fire department, thought Kenner
should collect its own sales taxes
and indicated it may be a good idea
to place a tax dedicated for the police
and fire department on rental cars
continued on page 30

Political Review

Legislators abdicate responsibility once again
BY JEFF CROUERE

While the attention of state voters
was focused on the Gulf oil spill,
Louisiana lawmakers gathered for a
disappointing legislative session in
Baton Rouge. Instead of tackling major
structural reform, legislators decided to postpone the tough
fiscal decisions until next year. Without major fiscal reform,
estimates show that the budget deficit for next year will likely
reach $2 billion.
From the very beginning, the session was dominated by
concerns about the state budget. With higher taxes impossible
to pass during an economic recession, the only real question
involved how much from higher education and health care
would be trimmed. These areas usually bear the brunt of
the cuts because much of the state budget is off limits to
legislators, although Governor Jindal can spread out the pain
by cutting up to five percent from any state agency.
In this session, higher education cuts totaled approximately
$264 million. While these were significant cutbacks, the types
of structural reforms that will be necessary in the future were
considered too politically sensitive. There was no significant
consolidation of state colleges and universities. So, Louisiana

will continue to staff and maintain more colleges and
universities than the state of Florida. Our state has four boards
of directors overseeing the institutions of higher learning
in Louisiana. A bill to merge these boards was predictably
defeated, as were other streamlining recommendations.
Overall, the budget for fiscal year 2009-2010 was $29.5
billion. Due to the recession and declining tax revenue,
legislators were well aware that the new budget would be
much smaller. In the end, legislators passed a balanced budget
as mandated by the state constitution. The total budgeted
amount for the fiscal year ending 2011 was $26.9 billion, a
decline of nine percent or $2.6 billion from the previous year.
Toward the end of the session, major differences developed
between the budgets submitted by the House and Senate. The
House budget included the elimination of almost 3,000 state
positions. The Senate budget restored some funding, as well
as 71 positions. With political help from Governor Jindal, the
Senate’s budget was adopted by the legislature, disappointing
many conservatives who wanted more budget reform. House
Speaker Jim Tucker called the final budget “a disaster.”
Although the state budget declined significantly, legislators
retained $30 million in the budget for projects in their home

continued on page 29
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23 years later…
BY MIKE YENNI
Kenner Mayor

We have often
heard the saying:
“No matter how
much
things
change,
they
always stay the same.” Or it often seems
that way.
When my late grandfather, Joseph S.
Yenni, was mayor in 1977, he put a letter
in a time capsule on Tuesday, March 8,
addressed to whoever was to be mayor
in 2037; but somewhere along the way, a
mix up in dates caused the capsule to be
opened in early 2005, only 28 years later
Although Joe Yenni professed good
wishes for me, his 10-month-old
grandson at the time, I don’t think he
believed that I would be mayor of Kenner
less than 30 years later. But now that I am
mayor, it’s interesting to see what advice
he had for the mayor of Kenner in 2037.
The
eight-page,
hand-written
document says that he was in the Hilton
Hotel in Washington, D.C., on a mission
to meet with Louisiana congressmen
to seek money for three major needs
– sewerage repairs, abatement of soil
subsidence and purchase of land for
parks.
Does any of this sound familiar?
Certainly, sewerage repairs is still at the
top of the list but at a cost more than
twice what it was in 1977. Joe Yenni said
he was seeking a grant of $18 million to
implement the city’s sewerage master

plan. (Sewerage improvements needed
today are estimated at $53 million.)
“We must complete this project,” Joe
Yenni wrote, “or the city will be in a most
embarrassing position.” He had to be
talking about the possibility of the state
shutting down the sewerage system and/
or fining the city for non-compliance.
Well, part of his concerns came
true last August when the Louisiana
Department of Environmental Quality
issued an order telling Kenner to comply
or risk daily fines of $27,500 or more,
depending on the compliance issue. It’s
no secret this matter is not going to go
away.
The other two big issues, soil
subsidence and parks and playgrounds
have pretty much been addressed by
the city and/or the parish. Since then,
Kenner has provided several new or
upgraded recreation facilities throughout
the city. Also Kenner has diminished
soil subsidence problems through more
careful development, implementation
of a professional land use plan and, in
cooperation with the parish, improving
water table depths with tighter control of
rainwater runoff and water flow in area
drainage canals.
I guess you could say that two out of
three ain’t bad, but the giant elephant
in this case is a dilapidated sewage
collection and treatment system and its
related environmental problems like
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pollution of the lake and direct injection
of contaminates into the water table.
During the past year, Mayor Muniz
tried unsuccessfully to get officials and
citizens to support initiatives to provide
needed funding for sewerage system
improvements.
Joe Yenni’s letter mentioned some of
the same concerns that Mayor Muniz
dealt with in recent months. He said the
government had “suddenly divided up
into ‘independents’ – never knowing
what to expect from them.
“They have adopted the ‘Proceed
with caution’ attitude in exploring new
projects and (are) too afraid to ‘take
chances in order to avoid criticism’.”
At the time, Mayor Joe Yenni indicated
he felt Kenner did not have much choice
but to implement needed improvements
since Kenner’s population had grown
from 29,000 to 53,000 and the police and
fire departments were each expanded by
100 percent.
As we now know, the city was
challenged to keep up with its needs

as development rapidly moved ahead
and the population continued growing
beyond 53,000 to the 69,000 of today.
While the sewerage system tried to
keep up with the growth of the past 30
years, it could not keep pace with the
deterioration of older parts of the system
and the continually increasing demand
for sewage treatment brought on by the
larger population.
So, today, we find ourselves where Joe
Yenni saw Kenner in 1977, with no one
wanting to be criticized and no long-term
financing for a modern, secure sewerage
system.
This brings me to a famous caution
made by Spanish-American philosopher
George Santayana (1863-1952) in Book
1 of “The Life of Reason” in 1905:
“Those who cannot remember the past
are doomed to repeat it.”
I guess this makes Santayana a prophet
as well. 
Mayor Muniz can be reached at 4687240 or by email at kennermayor@
kenner.la.us.

Mayor Mike Yenni’s 2010 transition team
Syd Ali, CYTEC; Kay Andressen,
Jefferson
Beautification;
Cynthia
Austin, Jefferson Parish district
attorney’s office; Joseph Baham,
Penny’s Auto Chassis; Alvin Bordelon
Jr., lawyer; Michael Brandner, lawyer;
Brian Brennan, Metro Re Discount;
David Campbell, New Orleans Aviation
Board; Darryl d’Aquin, Comm Tech,
Blaine Gahagan, HGI Management;
Jody Grass, Allied Building; William
Hines, lawyer; Dominick Impastato
III, lawyer; Joe James, retired Kenner

Community Development director;
Dan Kelly, Beads by the Dozen;
Bryan Krantz, Gabriel Properties;
Ryan Kruse, accountant; Randy Luwe,
Laginappe Environmental; Edward
Martina III, AFLAC; Michael Michel,
retired fire chief; Lynda Nugent-Smith,
Keller Williams; Eddie Renton, State
Machinery; Debbie Settoon, Shell Oil
engineer; Ahmed Siddiqui, Siddiqui
& Associates; Conchita Sulli, real
estate agent and Kathleen Turner,
Pontchartrain Center. 

Grant

(continued from page 1)

Gustav and Ike create plans to be
more resilient in the event of future
disasters. The grant funds nonconstruction projects such as creating
land use plans, hazard mitigation
plans and zoning ordinances.
Eighty-seven municipalities applied
for funding while twenty-nine were
eventually awarded grants.
The city of Kenner sought the
funds to enhance its management
of development in two ways. First,
to expand its existing land use plan
into a more comprehensive plan that
will address a range of important
elements including citizen and
stakeholder participation, housing
and public facilities management.
Secondly, to revise the city’s existing
zoning and subdivision regulations
– last adopted December 4, 1978,

which have only been updated on
an ad hoc basis – with the intent of
providing clarity currently lacking
in its regulations and procedures
governing land use.
Kenner Grant Administrator Mike
Ince said the grant given the city by
the Recovery Authority comes from
a $10 million dollar pool of federal
Community Development Block
Grant funds. The state office of
Community Development Disaster
Recovery Unit is expected to call a
meeting in July when Kenner and
other cities that received grants will
be invited to receive instructions on
managing the funds and will also
finalize the cooperative endeavor
agreement between the city and the
state. 
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National “Night Out Against Crime” festivities set for August
BY STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief
On Sunday, August 1, 2010, come
out and help the Kenner Police
Department and other local law
enforcement agencies give crime and
drugs a going-away party. Everyone is
invited to the eleventh annual national
“Night Out Against Crime” kick-off
party, taking place at Laketown in
Kenner from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
The kick-off party precedes the 27th
annual national “Night Out Against
Crime,” which will take place on the
evening of Tuesday, August 3, 2010.
As always, there will be exciting
entertainment including children’s
activities, various displays and
demonstrations by law enforcement
professionals, live music by the Top
Cats and great food – all free!
Representatives in every area of law
enforcement will be there to talk with
you. This is an excellent opportunity
for people considering a career in law
enforcement to have their questions
answered by experts in each field and
to find out what their jobs are all about.
It is also a great time for citizens and
officials to interact and to discuss

important issues in our community.
Meeting so many great folks is what
makes the kick-off party one of the
most memorable events of the year.
I always look forward to hearing the
concerns and ideas citizens have and
discussing the many ways we can
work together to fight crime. Through
this event, you can learn about many
innovative programs that are available
to you, such as the KPD’s women’s
self defense program, the Kenner
Citizens’ Police Academy and the
KPD Community Police Corps.
Programs like these empower you to
take a stand against crime and to help
others to do the same. This is exactly
what the kick-off party and national
“Night Out Against Crime” are all
about – building neighborhood spirit
and awareness. The national “Night
Out Against Crime” is held every
August, but why wait all year to throw
a party? You can organize a block
party any time you wish as part of an
active Neighborhood Watch. Call the
community relations division at 7122300 to start a Neighborhood Watch

N.O. to B.R. commuter line adds stop
in Kenner July 1
LA Swift commuter service, which provides transportation back and forth
between Baton Rouge and New Orleans each day, will be adding a stop in Kenner
beginning July 1.
The new weekday service will stop at 2828 Loyola Drive, which is right off
I-10 at exit 221 in Kenner. Monday through Friday, LA Swift will stop at this
location and will also offer Park and Ride service, which will allow riders to park
their car and leave it while the LA Swift service takes them either into downtown
New Orleans or toward Baton Rouge.
More than 1,000 people each month rely on LA Swift for transportation.
LA Swift officials said what originally began as a response to Hurricane Katrina
to bring much-needed workers back into the devastated New Orleans area, LA
Swift has since become one of Louisiana’s largest public transportation systems.
LA Swift buses are equipped with wireless Internet and satellite TVs in a clean,
comfortable environment in which its passengers can feel safe.
LA Swift is an initiative of the Louisiana Recovery Authority. It is coordinated
by the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development and operated by
Hotard Coaches, in cooperation with the New Orleans Regional Transit Authority
and CATS.
Schedules and further details are available at www.laswift.com and through
LADOTD’s Customer Service Center at (225) 379-1232 or toll-free at 1-877-4LADOTD (1-877-452-3683). 

in your area. If you plan on hosting a
block party on August 3, let us know
and we can send officers to visit your
party.
My hope is that this year we will see
more Neighborhood Watch groups in
Kenner than ever before. By organizing
one in your neighborhood, you will be
helping the Kenner Police Department
in crime prevention efforts. The
national “Night Out Against Crime”
is a great first step in starting your
own Neighborhood Watch group. It is
an event that started in 1984 with 2.5
million people in 23 states, and has
now grown to include over 36 million
people in over 15,000 communities
from all 50 states, U.S. Territories,
Canadian Cities and military bases
worldwide.
You can help us celebrate the national
“Night Out Against Crime” on August
3 in a variety of ways, such as having
a block party, a cookout, flashlight
walks or by sitting on your front porch
with your lights on – a symbol that
has become a tradition over the years.

Your participation will have a positive
impact on your neighborhood and help
increase awareness throughout the
streets of Kenner. I hope to see you
and your family at the kick-off party
on Sunday, August 1 at Laketown and
look forward to spending the evening
outside with you on Tuesday, August
3 for national “Night Out Against
Crime.” Together we will take a stand
against crime. 
If you are interested in learning
more about the kick-off party,
registering your block party or starting
a Neighborhood Watch group in
Kenner, contact the KPD Community
Relations Division at 712-2300 or at
bnorwood@kennerpd.com. For more
information on the national “Night
Out Against Crime,” please visit www.
nationalnightout.org/nno/about.html.
Chief Caraway can be reached by
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the
Kenner Police Department website at
www.kennerpd.com.

KENNER
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is like the man
who stops
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save time.”

—THOMAS
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Proliferating nutria tearing up canal banks in Kenner but JPSO marksmen
have begun mowing them down
BY ALLAN KATZ

Kenner District 4 Councilwoman
Maria
DeFrancesch
says
that
sharpshooters from the Jefferson Parish
Sheriff’s Office have begun killing the
nutria that are tearing up canal banks in

Kenner.
“The nutria reduction program is
being run by Jefferson Parish,” said
Councilwoman DeFrancesch. “JPSO
sharpshooters go out early in the
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TERMS: No cost to bid. 10% down auction day. Bidders must bring $500 certified funds to the auction.
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mornings on East Bank canals with
searchlights and spotters to shoot the
nutria as they emerge from their holes.
The program got underway on May 25
and so far, 964 nutria have been killed
on East Bank canals, including those on
Joe Yenni Boulevard, Vintage Drive and
West Esplanade Avenue.”
She said the nutria problem has gotten
so bad on the canal adjacent to Joe Yenni
Boulevard that part of the canal bank has
collapsed into the water.
“Unfortunately, the nutria are great
at burrowing and they love our canals,”
said DeFrancesch. “It has become a
terrible problem in Kenner, just as it is
in Metairie. Jefferson Parish has entered
into a contract with the JPSO and also
into a contract with a company that will
be hired to trap nutria. The parish wants
to see if trapping can be an effective way
of combating nutria. In Kenner, they will
try three-month trapping programs at the

three canals in District 4 where we’ve
had so many nutria problems.”
She said the sharpshooting by JPSO
riflemen will be suspended during the
months when the trapping experiment is
carried out.
DeFrancesch said she is pleased with
the work of Jefferson Parish aide Kazem
Alikhani who is running the parish-wide
anti-nutria program.
“It’s clear that we can’t stand by and
allow the burrowing of nutria to cause
the canal banks to collapse into the
canals of Kenner,” said Councilwoman
DeFrancesch. “I want to thank Jefferson
Parish for responding and for being so
willing and cooperative in making sure
that the canals of Kenner are protected
like all the other canals on the East
Bank. We’re going to monitor the antinutria program closely and will keep the
public informed of our progress.” 

$17,500 in grants will pay for feasibility study
to renovate and restore old Kenner High School
BY ALLAN KATZ

Plans to return the old Kenner High School
to commerce have been given a boost by three
separate historic preservation grants that will
pay for a study to determine the feasibility of
refurbishing the structure for reuse. Kenner
Grant Administrator Mike Ince said state
Senator Danny Martiny, state Representative
Tom Willmott and the Jefferson Parish
Historical Society have taken the lead in
helping the city get grants for a feasibility study.
Kenner Planning Director Jay Hebert said,
“This old school that was a major center for
the community for many years is one of the
finest buildings in Kenner from an architectural
and construction point of view. The school is
listed on the National Register of Historical
Places, which is the federal government’s

official list of properties worthy of renovation.
Built in 1924, it’s a great example of the design
and construction concepts of that era. Former
Mayor Ed Muniz and others have advocated
for a feasibility study as a starting point to
the adaptive reuse of the building for future
government services.”
Two of the historic preservation grants came
in February through the auspices of the National
Trust for Historic Preservation. The third grant
was provided by the state of Louisiana Office of
Cultural Development.
Ince said that Richard C. Lambert
Consultants, LLC under the direction of Alton
Davis, senior project manager, will conduct the
feasibility study, which will include a structural
report. 

F-15s temporarily calling Armstrong
International their home
BY ALLAN KATZ

The main landing strip at the Belle Chasse
Naval Air Station is under repair this summer
and the F-15 fighter jets of the Louisiana Air
National Guard have temporarily moved
some of their operations to runways of
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport in Kenner.
The F-15s will be in Kenner until August
19 when work on the runway at Belle Chasse
is expected to be completed.
“We are pleased to support the 159th
Fighter Wing during their brief stay at
Armstrong International,” said Dan Packer,
chairman of the Aviation Board. The
agreement between Armstrong International
and the 159th Fighter Wing is intended to
provide the Louisiana Air National Guard a

safe and convenient location for their training
flights until work is completed on their home
base.
The F-15s are conducting their training
flights almost exclusively during daylight
hours and primarily from Tuesdays to
Fridays. While the fighter jets are louder
than jetliners, the fighter pilots have made
adjustments in the use of their afterburners to
minimize the noise.
“Our goal is to safely conduct flying
operations out of Armstrong International
while minimizing our impact on the
surrounding community,” said Lieutenant
Colonel Jeffrey B. Samuel, 159th Fighter
Wing pilot and project coordinator. 
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Louisiana’s $5 ride deal now stops in Kenner!
LA Swift, the inexpensive coach between Baton Rouge and New Orleans, now
stops and offers Park & Ride at 2828 Loyola Drive, right off I-10 at Exit 221
at the former Kenner Visitor’s Center.

PARK &

RIDE

KENNER SCHEDULE

Park & Ride, former Kenner Visitors Center
2828 Loyola Drive, I-10 Exit 221
WEEKDAYS
Enjoy all the amenities: free WiFi, onboard TVs and no
From BATON ROUGE
parking hassles. Five bucks gets you to New Orleans or
5:47 a.m. & 6:42 a.m.
Baton Rouge in the clean comfort of an LA Swift coach, five
From NEW ORLEANS
bucks gets you back.
5:15 p.m. & 6:15 p.m.

Louisiana on the Move

1-877-947-9438 l www.LASwift.com
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Automotive

Summer driving tips
BY SCOTT ZIMMERMAN

The
Rubber
Manufacturers
Association
recommends
taking
five
minutes every month and before every
long drive to check your tires, including
the spare. Through its “Be Tire Smart –
Play Your Part campaign,” RMA offers
the following consumer-friendly tips
that demonstrate the correct way to
check tire pressure and tread wear, and
information about driving factors that

can affect tire pressure, alignment and
rotation.
Tire pressure
Make sure you check your tire
pressure regularly – at least once per
month and before every long trip –
including the spare, and keep it at the
level recommended by the vehicle
manufacturer. The correct cold inflation
pressure for your tires is listed on the
vehicle placard on the door post, fuel
door, glove box or in the owners’
manual. “Cold inflation pressure” refers

Best kept secret in town!

Kenner's ONLY
CUSTOM FRAME SHOP!
LARGEST SELECTION OF
ARTWORK IN THE AREA!

rates As
Low As

2.99%

Deal Autoplex
N Doug’s
6900 Veterans Blvd., • Metairie

“Se Habla Espanol”

$16,990
Stock# V1753

2004 LEXUS LS 430

FLAG SHIP OF THE
LEXUS LINE AND PRICED BELOW
WHOLESALE!!!

$16,990

Stock# V1769

887-3131
hUgE SELEctiOn OF caRS, tRUckS, SUVS.
Rates a LOW as 2.99%.
FREE 12 month/12,000 warranty.
12 Year member of the BBB.

1 Year
Warranty

“Shop us or you’ll pay too much for your next vehicle!!”
k US
chEc LinE
n
O
t
OU

www.dealndougs.com

12 Year
Member

you haven’t had your car checked in a
while, have the alignment and rotation
checked. Tires and wheels that are out
of balance or misaligned can cause
uneven wear or vehicle problems. Have
your car checked by an automotive
service professional before you leave.
Tread
Check the tread grooves of your tires
to make sure that they’re free of foreign
objects. This makes it easier for your
tires to grip the road and increases your
ability to safely maneuver your car. Also
check the sidewalls to make sure there
are no gouges, cuts, bulges or other
irregularities. You may have irregular
tread wear if there are high and low
areas or unusually smooth areas. Builtin treadwear indicators, or “wear bars,”
which look like narrow strips of smooth
rubber across the tread will appear on
the tire when the tread is worn down to
one-sixteenth of an inch. When you see
these “wear bars,” the tire is worn out
and should be replaced. 
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of
Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., a
family-owned and operated full-service
tire and automotive shop, located at
4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner.
Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s
website is www.scottystireauto.com.

Automotive

“I’m Dealin”

2009 FORD FLEX SEL
FULLY LOADED
AND IN MINT CONDITION

Free

to the pressure in a tire that has not been
driven for at least three hours. As tires
warm during driving, it is normal for
pressure to build up. Never “bleed”
or reduce air pressure when tires are
hot. The tire pressure listed on your
sidewalls is the maximum pressure and
is not intended to serve as notification
of the correct pressure. Under inflation
creates excessive stresses and heat
and may lead to tire failure. It is
also important to guard against over
inflation, which can cause uneven wear
plus handling and stopping problems.
Vehicle loading and overloading
Before you fill the trunk and the
roof rack with your stuff, check
out
the
vehicle
manufacturers
recommendations for loading your
vehicle. You may not realize it, but you
and your passengers count towards the
total recommended vehicle weight.
The vehicle manufacturer’s loading
recommendation can be found on the
vehicle information placard on the
door post or in the vehicle owners’
manual. Overloading your vehicle
creates excessive heat inside your tires.
Excessive heat can cause tire failure that
could result in vehicle damage and/or
serious injury or even death. And don’t
forget, if you’re going to be driving
long distances with a loaded vehicle or

Buying “cheap” cars

BY DOUG TURNER
Often you hear
of people who
are looking for a
“cheap car” for
one of their children. What do they mean
by “cheap”? When asked, nine times
out of ten they say they want to spend
around $3,000 to $4,000. Well that is a
hard thing to find. Any vehicle in that
price range is going to have problems,
high miles and could be more trouble
than it’s worth. That is just a fact of life
today.
Usually the only way to find a vehicle
in this price range that will be dependable
is to know the vehicle, such as a car being
sold by a relative or close friend.
Another option is to go shopping at local
car dealerships in the hopes of finding
the near impossible, because when a nice
car is traded-in to a dealership, usually it
is scooped up pretty quickly by someone
who works there.
So what are other options? Purchasing
from a private owner? Sometimes you
can find a nice car that the owner just
doesn’t need or want anymore. But when

buying from a private owner the negative
is that there is no recourse for the buyer
when something goes wrong. If you find
a vehicle in this low price range, the best
advice is not to buy it unless a mechanic
checks it out very carefully.
I remember the first car I bought in
1968. It was a ‘55 Mercury that I paid
$65 for. It smoked pretty badly and I had
to add two quarts of oil every time I put
gas in it. But, it was all I could afford
and it was better than walking. So I can
understand sometimes people have no
choice but to roll the dice.
A better option may be to consider a
little younger pre-owned vehicle for
around $8,000 to $10,000. Use the
$4000 as a down payment, thus having
a low note to pay for three years or so.
Buying a used car can sometimes be
a risky business, so it is wise to shop
around. Check out dealerships you
want to visit with the Better Business
Bureau. Don’t assume that because the
car dealership is large or new that you
will get a better deal or vehicle. Always
continued on page 28
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Knee meniscus cartilage tear

BY CHARLES P. MURPHY, M.D.
The
knee
meniscus
has
several important
functions in the
knee including
shock absorption, load transmission
and joint stability. Small tears in the
meniscus are often asymptomatic (no
symptoms). Larger tears often become
painful and produce mechanical
symptoms of catching or locking in
the knee joint and the knee may swell.
Unfortunately as we age, the meniscus
undergoes degeneration that increases
the risk for tears.
Meniscus tears in children and young
adults are usually the result of a major
traumatic injury to the knee. After the
age of 40 (“over the hill”) meniscus
tears are often degenerative-type tears
and patients may not recall any specific
injury. Many patients first report

symptoms after getting in and out of a
bed or car. They often report a catching
type pain with twisting or bending the
knee.
In addition to the history and physical
examination, the orthopedic surgeon
will often obtain an MRI to evaluate
the knee for torn meniscus cartilage.
The orthopedic surgeon will use the
patients’ symptoms, exam, age, health
status and MRI findings to determine
if arthroscopic surgery is warranted.
Arthroscopic surgery on the knee is
an out-patient procedure when a scope
and arthroscopic instruments are used
to perform the surgery through small
puncture wounds in the skin.
The ability of meniscus tears to heal
is primarily dependent on the vascular
supply of the meniscus. Degenerative
tears with poor vascularity do not heal
and often require arthroscopic shaving

of the torn meniscal fragments (partial
meniscectomy). The surgeon attempts to
preserve all remaining meniscal tissue.
In younger patients with traumatic
meniscus tears, the surgeon will repair
most meniscus tears; however the
location of the tear ultimately dictates
the rate of healing. Because the vascular
supply of the meniscus is from the
periphery inward, peripheral tears in the
vascular zone heal the best. Tears on the
inner rim of the meniscus with no blood
supply will not heal and require shaving
of the torn fragments. Surgical techniques
have continued to improve and thus the
results have improved. Efforts to replace
or regenerate the meniscus through
methods such as tissue engineering
show promise but the results are limited
thus far. The orthopedic surgeon will
always consider the best long-term
options to benefit the patient. The post-

op rehabilitation needs to factor in the
type, location and stability of the repair.
Rehabilitation after a meniscus repair
is purposely slower to allow biologic
healing of the slow healing tissue. An
experienced orthopedic surgeon along
with a cooperative patient is the key to
success. 
Charles P. Murphy, M.D. is a board
certified orthopedic surgeon with over
20 years experience. Dr. Murphy is the
founding partner of the Orthopedic
Center for Sports Medicine. The
Orthopedic Center is a multispecialty center dedicated to complete
musculoskeletal care with focused
expertise in shoulder and knee injuries.
Offices are located in Kenner and
Metairie. For additional information
call 467-5900.

Induced hypothermia after cardiac arrest improves survival chances
and neurological recovery

Health

BY KEITH M. DARCEY

Earlier this year, 41-year-old Lonnie
Acosta was grocery shopping on what
seemed to be a normal day. What happened
while he was in the store was anything but
normal. Acosta went into sudden cardiac
arrest and needed extreme measures to
save his life.
One of the most important lifesaving measures was taken before the
paramedics arrived. Workers in the store
noticed Acosta needed immediate medical
attention. They placed a call to 911,
then some shoppers began performing
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, which
proved vitally important to his survival.
“An enormous amount of credit goes

to the bystanders who helped Lonnie,”
says Acosta’s physician Dr. Glenn
Kelley, a cardiologist at East Jefferson
General Hospital. “The sooner CPR
can be initiated, the better the chance of
survival. We recommend everyone in the
community take a basic life-support class
because you never know when a family
member or someone you meet in life may
need it.”
Cardiac arrest is when the heart stops
beating and blood and oxygen flows
cease. It can be caused by a heart attack,
heart failure, rhythm disturbances and
other conditions. It becomes critical to
resuscitate the heart quickly because the

Garrett Chiropractic
Health Center
Est. 1960

Dr. Freeman L. Garrett, DC
Serving Kenner for 50 Years

Affordable Health Care
If you suffer from Low Back Pain,
Neck Pain, Headaches or Sciatica,
Chiropractic may be able to help.
We also accept Auto Injury cases
and Work related injuries
1700 Williams Blvd

Phone 504-469-1371

longer the brain and organs are deprived of
blood flow, the greater the risk of suffering
permanent damage or dying.
In Acosta’s case, his heart was restarted
with an automated external defibrillator
and heart-stimulating drugs, but he
remained unconscious. Kelley and the
medical team at EJGH implemented a
relatively new technique of inducing
hypothermia that is gaining popularity
among doctors.
Induced hypothermia is used in adult
patients who have survived a cardiac
arrest and have adequate circulation
restored, but remain unconscious, says
Beth Lacoste, a clinical nurse specialist at
EJGH. In an effort to reduce the likelihood
of permanent brain damage, the patient’s
body is cooled rapidly to approximately
91 degrees Fahrenheit. Lowering the
body temperature can help reduce oxygen
demand and inflammation in the brain.
Paramedics in our area are now equipped
to start the cooling process even before
the patient arrives at the emergency room.
The treatment has had a positive impact on
both survival and improved neurological
recovery after cardiac arrest.
“The theory behind induced hypothermia
is that when the brain is deprived of oxygen
long enough, permanent tissue loss occurs
through a complex cascade of physical
and biochemical reactions,” Kelley says.
“Lowering the body temperature can help

attenuate these reactions in the brain that
lead to ongoing damage in the 24 hours
after an (cardiac) arrest.”
The goal is to maintain a state of
hypothermia for approximately 24 hours.
To induce hypothermia, medical staffs
commonly administer a chilled fluid
intravenously and apply external cold
sources to the skin. After the time frame
has elapsed, the medical team slowly
raises the body temperature back to
normal.
Acosta responded well to the treatment
and his condition improved. To treat
the rhythm disturbance that caused his
cardiac arrest, doctors implanted an
internal defibrillator to provide a rescue
shock to his heart if needed. He was
discharged from the hospital within a
week. Kelley says thanks to a quick call to
911, immediate CPR, use of an AED and
therapeutic hypothermia, Acosta’s life –
and his brain – were saved. 
Keith M. Darcey is a communications
specialist with East Jefferson General
Hospital located at 4200 Houma
Boulevard in Metairie. Darcey can be
reached at 889-7110 or at kdarcey@ejgh.
org. East Jefferson General Hospital,
Louisiana’s first Nurse Magnet hospital,
is a publicly owned, not-for-profit
community hospital, providing care to the
residents of the East Bank of Jefferson
Parish and surrounding communities.
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Because no one
fights cancer alone.
We’ll help you fight cancer at every step of your journey.
Prevention EJGH wellness and nutrition plans can give you the information
needed to minimize your risks of cancer.
Diagnosis Early detection plays a key role in positive cancer outcomes. With the
latest diagnostic techniques and technologies, EJGH is a leader in early detection.

treatment Only EJGH offers the array of treatment options that includes Novalis
and Trilogy stereotactic treatment options, Fast-Track Outpatient Infusion, and
minimally invasive surgical techniques including daVinci robotic surgeries.
PersonalizeD Care Our Cancer Navigator Program gives you one person who

East Jefferson General Hospital
Affiliated with

will guide you through every appointment, treatment and decision you face.

survivorshiP Through programs like Cancer Rehab and various support groups,
EJGH is with you until and after you are proclaimed a cancer survivor.

affiliation As an M. D. Anderson Affiliate Hospital, select EJGH physicians have
earned membership in M. D. Anderson Physicians Network. In our region, only EJGH
offers this unique standard of excellence.

HealthFinder:504-456-5000

www.ejgh.org/cancercare
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Hydration – Beating the summer’s heat

Health

BY CRAIG GOODWIN
O u t d o o r
activity
during
this
time
of
the year needs
to be planned, so that you stay out
of the hottest part of the day to avoid
dehydration illness. If you are planning
to be outdoors, exercising, performing
lawn activities such as cutting the grass
or gardening, or working, then you need
to stay hydrated. When performing
activities between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00
p.m. you need to be aware of your fluid
loss and replacement.
The vast majority of healthy people
during normal activities throughout the
day adequately meet their daily hydration
needs by letting thirst be their guide.
However, for individuals with higher
than average fluid intake requirements,
thirst is not a true guide of fluid loss and
replacement needs. Daily fluid intake
fluctuates for those in hotter climates
and for those that are more physically
active. The Food and Nutrition Board of
the Institute of Medicine (IOM) reports
that healthy adults consume enough
water from drinking fluids (about 80
percent) and eating food (about 20
percent) to maintain health and proper

physiological function. The American
College of Sports Medicine and the
National Athletic Trainers Association
recommend active adults drink before,
during and after exercise or other
outdoor activities. Although Americans
consume eight to 12 grams of salt daily
on average and the IOM recommends
no more than 3.8 grams of salt each
day, the ACSM and NATA recommend
that athletes, instead of cutting back on
salt intake in their diets, liberally salt
their food and consume sports drinks.
Athletes and workers that compete and
work in hot weather conditions need
sodium in their diet to help replenish
the loss of large amounts of sodium in
sweat to ensure proper fluid balance in
the body.
During outdoor exercise, 80 percent
of total heat removed from the body is
by sweat evaporation. The evaporation
of sweat is an effective way the body
dissipates large amounts of heat to
help keep the core body temperature
regulated. High levels of heat and
humidity severely limit the body’s ability
to dissipate heat. A lesser conditioned
person is more at risk to experience
heat related illness. Dehydration

resulting from the failure to adequately
replace fluids during exercise can lead
to impaired heat dissipation, elevated
body core temperature and increased
strain on the cardiovascular system.
Classification of heat-related illness
include heat cramps, heat fatigue,
heat exhaustion and heat stroke, with
the latter being a medical emergency.
Athletes should know how to acclimate
their bodies to hot weather training and
competition as well as those who work
or perform leisure activities in the heat.
Fluid intake recommendations are
eight eight-ounce glasses of water the
previous day before activity, 16 ounces
of water two hours prior to activity, eight
to 10 ounces of water 10 to 15 minutes
before the activity, while drinking eight
to 10 fluid ounces every 10 to 15 minutes
during activity and drinking 20 to 24
fluid ounces of water afterwards for
every pound of body weight lost during
the activity. If performing an activity
or exercising longer than 90 minutes,
drink eight to 10 fluid ounces of a sports
drink (with no more than eight percent
carbohydrates) every 15 to 30 minutes.
Research has also shown that people
will drink more of a lightly-flavored

sports drink that contains sodium than
they will water.
You should avoid caffeinated and
alcoholic beverages while performing
outdoor activity as these beverages act
as diuretics and will increase the level
of dehydration. Carbonated beverages
should also be avoided as they may be
irritating to the stomach and cause you
to drink less.
Heat-related illness can be serious
if the proper hydration during outdoor
activity is not done. For all of us that
work, play and compete outdoors, we
need to make sure that we plan to stay
well-hydrated. Remember to rest often
and in shade to allow your body to cool
down. 
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist,
is president of Kenner Orthopedic
and Sports Therapy, located at 3921
Williams Boulevard and two other
locations in Metairie and on the
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from
LSU Medical School Department of
Allied Health, Department of Physical
Therapy in 1987. The professionals
at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy can be contacted via email at
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.
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Government
Kenner Mayor Mike Yenni’s
Inaugural address
July 1, 2010
Mayor Muniz, Assessor Chehardy,
Sheriff Normand, Judge Sullivan,
Police Chief Caraway, members of the
City Council, Ms. Carol Luna, Chief
Sal Lentini, Mr. Dennis DiMarco,
members of my family, dear friends
and my fellow citizens.
There is a special man here, who has
earned a lasting place in our hearts
and in our parish’s great history.
Mayor Ed Muniz, on behalf of the
people of the greater metropolitan
area, I thank you for having the
courage to do everything you have
done for Carnival, for broadcasting,
and for government in our region!
For a few of us here today, this is
a very momentous occasion; and yet,
in the history of our great city, it is
a common place event. The transfer
of authority routinely takes place as
it has since Antoine Wattigny was
elected Kenner’s first mayor in 1913.
Perhaps President Ronald Reagan
said it best, “But when you think about
it, this ‘every-four-year’ ceremony is
nothing less than a miracle.”
A few minutes ago, I just repeated
word for word the oath taken by
Joseph S. Yenni 40 years ago, and the
Bible on which I placed my hand is
the same Bible on which he placed
his. My predecessor, Mayor Muniz,
also took the oath on this very same
Bible just four short years ago.
I find it appropriate that the memory
of Joe Yenni be with us today – not
only because he was my grandfather,
but also because he was a respected
and beloved mayor in his day.
I feel certain he would be very
pleased this day to see that Ed Muniz
– a man he helped get started in
government 30 years ago – has
brought his city back to the kind of
exemplary community he envisioned
Kenner to be.
I’m certain he would be proud to
know his grandson is moving forward
with the good values that he and Ed
Muniz instilled in me.
I also think Joe Yenni would be
delighted by Kenner today!
He would see that his hard work
and sacrifices have paid off. The
land acquisitions, the public works
infrastructure and recreation facilities
have proven their worth time and time
again. Tomorrow, July 2, would have
been my grandfather’s 93rd birthday.
I know how extremely happy he
must be to have his beloved wife,
my grandmother Lucille, celebrating
with him, along with their son, my
Uncle Michael. They have the best
seats to watch this ceremony and the
next four years as they unfold.

It was also four years ago that
Mayor Muniz gave me what at that
time was the job of a “lifetime” – to
serve the citizens of Kenner as its
chief administrative officer.
Then on March 27, the people of
Kenner elevated me to one of the
goals I had hoped to achieve in my
lifetime – to proudly serve as your
18th elected mayor.
It is with high hopes and humility
that I begin this term, and accept the
responsibilities and duties incumbent
upon me.
Many obstacles face our great city.
First and foremost is this national
recession! Or some may call it a
depression! The difference is in a
recession your neighbor loses his job.
In a depression you lose yours.
As President Reagan observed,
“a recession distorts our economic
decisions, penalizes thrift, and
crushes the struggling young and
fixed-income elderly alike. Also, it
threatens to shatter the lives of our
people.”
For Kenner our quality of life is at
stake!
For too long, Kenner has not been
run like what it is supposed to be –
the state’s sixth largest city. We as
leaders must ask the people what they
want their city to be. And yes, what
they want for their city.
Fiscal responsibility was one of the
goals of the Muniz administration, and
that was proven budget after budget –
“no fat.” Or as my grandfather used
to say, “just meat and potatoes.” The
new Yenni administration will govern
this city under Joe Yenni’s motto for
Jefferson Parish, simply: “Do not
spend what you do not have.”
Hopefully our economy will
improve. And we will continue to
bring new businesses, like Target
Stores, to Kenner, to help increase
tax revenues.
However, Kenner has been financed
mainly by sales taxes and this is no
way to protect our future.
That brings me to one of our next
challenges – proper funding of our
police and fire departments.
One of my campaign promises was
to do just that. Chief Caraway and
the men and women of the Kenner
Police Department are faced daily
with this post-Katrina world we now
live in. Crime is worse because the
dynamics of the metropolitan area
have changed.
Chief Caraway can no longer lead
his department with 24 percent of the
undedicated revenue.
It is time that we must ask the
continued on page 26
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• Oil change
• Tire rotation
• Inspect brakes
• Inspect belts
• Inspect hoses
• Top off all fluids

15

Hurricane Evacuation
or

Back to School

139

Preventive Maintenance Special

• Check tire pressure
• Inspect tires including spare
• Switch to nitrogen inflation
• Replace windshield wiper blades
(some cars excluded)

• Inspect exterior lights
• Inspect battery and interior lights.

$

95

Cannot be used with any other offer • Expires August 31, 2010

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner Work • Struts
Brake Service • Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups CV Joints • Fuel Injection Cleaning

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireauto.com

$5 OFF bill of $25 or more
$10 OFF bill of $50 or more
$20 OFF bill of $100 or more
or a FREE bottle of house WINE
Expires 7/31/10

3525 Williams Blvd.
Kenner, LA 70065
464-8989
Lunch

Mon.-Sat.: 11:30 am - 3:00 pm
Sun.: 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Open 7 Days

Dinner

Mon.-Thurs.: 4:30 pm - 10:00 pm
Fri.-Sat.: 4:30 pm - 11:00 pm
Sun.: 4:30 pm - 10:00 pm
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TUES THRU SAT
10:00 AM
The Planets provides a spectacular tour of our
Solar System and beyond! Explore the planets
and their moons, and search the night sky for
distant stars, nebulae, and galaxies.
TUES THRU SAT
2:00 PM
Join us on a 3,000 mile journey in search of the Big
Five…the elephant, the Cape buffalo, the rhino, the
leopard and the lion! Never before has wildlife been seen
with suchrealism on the giant screen!
TUES THRU SAT
11:00 AM & 4:00 PM
Get into the “spirit” with a show full of the Red, White,
and Blue! From patriotic to pop, this show rocks to a wide
selection of great music and will leave you beaming with
American pride. Selections include Summon the Heroes,
Santorini, a Beatles Medley, and many other familiar favorites!
TUES THRU SAT
NOON & 3:00 PM

JULY 2010
JULY 3
CASTLE CLOSED
Happy Fourth of July
JULY 10
GLEN GHIRARDI
Magical Entertainer
“MAGIC, MAGIC & MORE
MAGIC”
JULY 17
IRWIN ROYES
The World’s Smallest Magician
“IRWIN’S BIRTHDAY MAGIC”
Come celebrate Irwin’s birthday
with a special treat – birthday cake
for everyone after the show.

JULY 24
STORYTELLER FRANK LEVY
featuring his Instant
Theatre Production of
“PINOCCHIO”
Members of the audience become the
cast & crew in the presentation of
this classic tale.
JULY 31
PORTA PUPPET PLAYERS
entertain with
“IF THE SHOE FITS…”
Come meet Cinderella as she tells
her enchanting story.

SATURDAYS ONLY
11:30 AM
$5.00 per person
For More Information on any Rivertown Event, please call 504-468-7231 or visit:
www.rivertownkenner.com

9 EXCITEMENT
9 ADVENTURE
9 LEARNING

ONE DAY PASS
Adult: $15.00
Senior: $12.00
Child:
$10.00

*Children 12 & under/Seniors 60 & up

Includes admission to all Rivertown museum attractions, including:

Mardi Gras Museum
Science Center
Native American Museum
Space Station Kenner
Kenner’s Heritage Park
Plus, your choice of one feature at:

Kenner’s Planetarium and Megadome Cinema
Planetarium Sky Show
Large Format Film
Laser Light Show

SATURDAYS ONLY: $1.00 off Children’s
(with purchase of One Day Pass)

Castle

The Rivertown Box Office is located at 415 Williams Boulevard.
Hours of Operation: Tue-Sat, 9 am – 5 pm.
For more information, call 504-468-7231 or visit us at: www.rivertownkenner.com
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Airport
Hurricane preparedness at
Armstrong International Airport

MANICURE & PEDICURE
COMBO SPECIAL

BY IFTIKHAR AHMAD, Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
An “active to extremely active”
hurricane season, which began on
June 1, is expected for the Atlantic
Basin this year according to the
seasonal outlook issued by the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration – a division of the
National Weather Service. Regardless
of the prediction, the key is always to
be prepared for the hurricane season.
The airport is an important facility
to the community in good times and
bad. Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport prepares for
many types of emergencies, including
tropical storms and hurricanes. We
participate in preparedness exercises
and training for all types of disasters
every year. As always, the number one
goal of our airport is safety for our
passengers, our neighbors and staff.
The airport’s hurricane readiness
plan includes coordination with
local, state and federal governmental
officials, airlines, tenants and vendors
who operate at the airport. The airport
staff conducts a yearly review of the
plan to monitor any changes that may
be in effect since the last storm season.
If a tropical storm or hurricane is
approaching the New Orleans metro
area and River Parishes, the airport
will remain open to the flying public
for as long as flights continue to
operate. It is important to note that
the airline’s decisions to cease flight
operations will vary from airline to
airline. If you plan on traveling by air
out of the region due to an impending
storm, plan early. If you are traveling
with pets, check with your air carrier
prior to coming to the airport. Please
be aware that not all of the airlines
allow pets and there are federal limits
as to the number of pets allowed on
each flight.
If you are traveling on a scheduled
flight when a hurricane is approaching,
please carry with you some form
of flight confirmation and personal
identification. The flight confirmation
can be an “email” flight confirmation,
boarding pass or ticket receipt.
If you do not have the necessary
documentation, it may delay your
entrance to the airport terminal. In the

event of a tropical storm or hurricane,
necessary law enforcement will be
deployed to the airport to ensure a
secure environment and access to the
airport facilities. At the height of the
storm, access will be restricted.
For the latest storm information
regarding your scheduled flight, refer
to your airline’s website, reservation
telephone number or the airport’s
website at www.flymsy.com. The latest
information about the storm status of
the airport may be found at the airport
website as well.
Those who plan to participate in
city or parish assisted air evacuations
should follow the directions of their
city or parish authorities and proceed
to the designated pick up locations.
Transportation for airlift evacuations
will be managed and operated through
a designated government agency, not
Armstrong International Airport. It is
important to note that as in the past,
the airport is not an authorized storm
shelter. For safety reasons, no one will
be allowed to ride out a storm at the
airport. Should the call for evacuation
come this season, please monitor your
radio and/or television and follow the
instructions given. It could save your
life and the life of your loved ones.
We hope that the NOAA Hurricane
forecast for this year does not come
to fruition, particularly for the Gulf
Coast. However, in the event a storm
does pass our way, it is imperative that
everyone be prepared to respond in a
fashion to stay out of harm’s way. If
you have not made storm evacuation
plans for this year, please do so
immediately. 
Iftikhar Ahmad may be reached at
director@flymsy.com. Check your
local listings for the air time of the
Armstrong International Airport 30
minute television program, “Airport
Alive,” or view it on the airport
website by clicking on the “Airport
Alive” link on the homepage.

Regular price $60
Offer during month of
July, 2010

Stop by and try our

FOAM BRUSH AUTOMATIC
CAR WASH

$

2 OFF

any car wash
use code 2260

We’re your boiling headquarters!

CAJUNLAND

TOP OFF
YOUR TANK

COMPLETE
BOIL

PROPANE

5.99

S O L D BY
THE GALLON

20 pack

24 pack 12 oz cans

Longnecks
bottles
Miller Lite
Bud

SUITCASE

Bud Lite
Coors Lite

Miller Lite
Bud

Bud Lite
Coors Lite

The Ice House
2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.
(RIGHT BEHIND
BEHIND CAR
CAR WASH)
WASH)
(RIGHT

Monday -- Thursday
Thursday •• 77 am
am -- 66 pm
pm
Monday
Friday and
and Saturday
Saturday •• 77 am
am -- 77 pm
pm
Friday
Sunday •• 88 am
am -- 55 pm
pm
Sunday

469-3503

Kenner Star Website

www.kennerstar.com
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At Ochsner-Kenner Medical Center,
hysterectomy patients glad for
minimally invasive surgery getting them
home in a few hours
BY ALLAN KATZ
Dr. Vann Culotta is an obstetrics/
gynecology specialist who has been
in practice for 33 years. He says the
advances in medicine in those years has
been prodigious but none more so than
the development of surgical procedures
that allow hysterectomy patients to go
home just a few hours after they leave
the operating room.
“The development of minimally
invasive surgical procedures like those
that we use at Ochsner-Kenner Medical
Center is remarkable for those of us who
remember when a hysterectomy meant
five or six days in the hospital, followed
by two or three weeks of bed rest.
Today, a hysterectomy patient is home
the same day of the surgery with none of
the after-effects of anesthesia. Many of
our patients are back at work a couple of
days after the surgery,” says Dr. Culotta.

“I really think we are living through
a golden era in medicine when our
ability to fight illness and help patients
has advanced geometrically,” says Dr.
Culotta.
He arrived in Kenner almost two
years ago and is delighted that he made
the move. “Ochsner-Kenner Medical
Center is an outstanding facility with a
terrific staff,” says Dr. Culotta. He is a
native of New Orleans who graduated
from LSU in Baton Rouge and the LSU
Medical Center in New Orleans. “I feel
especially fortunate to be practicing
medicine in Kenner, a very progressive
community at one of the finest hospitals
in the Gulf South,” he says. “OchsnerKenner Medical Center is not only the
hometown hospital for this community
but serves patients from the many areas
in the region surrounding Kenner.” 

invites you to a Summer Series

Wine Me, Dine Me Cooking Classes
featuring Chef Mike Couste, Executive Chef
Hands-on cooking classes in the kitchen with Chef Mike.
Enjoy a 3-course meal with great wines presented by Glazer Distributors.
Learn how to prepare easy, but elegant, meals for your family and friends.

July 22 - Grass-Fed Summer Grilling
All classes 6:30 - 9:00 pm • $40 per class • Call 468-6693 to register.
Private cooking classes are available for company Team Building Events and other Special Events.

A Beautiful You!
Fabulous cuts, color & styles
Therapeutic body massages • Youth revitalizing facials
Relaxing pedicures & manicures
Hair additions & replacements

We do it all for a more beautiful you!

10 Off

$

any salon ser vices of $40 or mor e
N ew clients only please, expir es 8/31/10

Hair S tylesUnlimited
464-5949 • 3635 Florida Ave.
www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com

Health
Ochsner offers comprehensive
gastroenterology services to
residents of Kenner
BY PAOLO ZAMBITO
A variety of
health issues can
arise in women as
they make their way from puberty to
menopause. To provide women with
information about some of these topics,
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner has
developed an educational series of
discussions on women’s health issues
called “Girl Talk.”
Our first session will be held on
Thursday, July 8, from 6:00 p.m. until
7:00 p.m. at Ochsner Medical CenterKenner’s
Outpatient
Diagnostic
Center located at 200 W. Esplanade
Avenue in Kenner. Dr. Michael
Wiedemann, obstetrician/gynecologist,
will be the guest speaker discussing
the topic “Keeping Your Cool from
Perimenopause to Menopause.” During
this presentation, Dr. Wiedemann will
discuss preparing for and diagnosing
menopause, as well as managing
menopausal symptoms.
Open to girls and women of all
ages, additional sessions in our “Girl
Talk” series include discussions on
pap smears and cervical cancer, heart
health, osteoporosis, and safe sex
and birth control. Physicians at each

session will be available to answer
any questions you may have. “Girl
Talk” sessions are free and open to the
public, but space is limited. For more
information or to reserve a spot at any
of the “Girl Talk” sessions, please call
464-8506.
“Girl Talk” sessions
July 8 – Keeping your cool from
perimenopause to menopause
August 12 – Pap smears and cervical
cancer: Facts on Paps
September 9 – Heart health: Get
ready to put on your red dress
October
14
–
Osteoporosis:
Maintaining strong bones and muscles
November 11 – Sex ed: The 411 on
safe sex and birth control. 
Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief
executive officer at Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner and has served in this
role for five years. Zambito has been at
the Kenner facility for over 19 years.
Zambito, who serves on the boards of
the National Kidney Foundation of
Louisiana and the Louisiana Extended
Care Hospital of Kenner is also a
member of the Jefferson Chamber of
Commerce and the Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce of Louisiana.

Community
New backstops installed at Muss
Bertolino Playground
On June 23, 2010, at Muss Bertolino
Playground a ribbon cutting was
held to celebrate the installation of
new baseball backstops. The funds
for the backstops were obtained
from the proceeds of Laketown
Festival held last October. The new
backstops provide improved safety
for baseball participants and a more
appealing recreation environment.
The old backstops and fencing
were removed, wall pads were
added and approximately 211 feet
of new backstop was installed at an
approximate cost of $20,000.
“Safety for our children is always
of paramount concern to me,” said
Kenner District 4 Councilwoman
Maria DeFrancesch, who serves
Bertolino’s district. “Our children
not only need and deserve a safe
playground in which to play but also
one that is an up-to-date, attractive
playground facility. With these
new additions paid with proceeds
from the Laketown Festival as well

Photo by Barry Sprague
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as numerous other improvements
funded through District 4 funds and
the administration, I believe we have
made significant progress at Muss
Bertolino.” 
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Fitness
Exercise and pregnancy –
What to expect, what to do

Lost Your CooL?

BY YVETTE DUSSOUY

So,
you’ve
just found out
you’re pregnant!
Everything in your life is about to change,
including your exercise program. But,
not to worry. To quote a cliché, we’ve
come a long way, baby, especially
when it comes to staying active and fit
throughout pregnancy.
Thankfully, past recommendations for
women to avoid vigorous activity during
pregnancy have done an about face,
with the American College of Obstetrics
and Gynecology (ACOG) approving
continued exercise for women who were
active before conception. (If you were
sedentary prior to conception, consult
with your doctor before beginning an
exercise routine.)
But you will experience changes with
each trimester that impact your workout
routine.
What to Expect
Trimester 1: Fatigue, nausea and
dizziness are likely to be the biggest
obstacles to exercise during your first
12 weeks of pregnancy. When these
problems arise, many women find that
they can move their workouts to another
time of day or decrease the intensity and
duration of their exercise sessions and
continue without a problem.
Trimester 2: While your energy
returns by leaps and bounds, your center
of gravity begins to shift during trimester
two as the baby grows and you begin to
gain weight. Many women experience
lower back pain during this time as
well, so you may want to incorporate
some back stretches and strengthening
exercises into your fitness program. I
advise seeking out a personal trainer who
has experience working with pregnant
women. She can demonstrate exercises
and exercise modifications that work
well for your changing body.
Trimester 3: Fatigue and dizziness
return during the final weeks of
pregnancy as your blood reaches 150
percent of its pre-pregnancy volume.
Now is the time to listen to your body
and keep the intensity and duration of
your workouts moderate.
What to do
Keep the intensity of your cardio
workouts moderate throughout your
pregnancy. Don’t get out of breath
to the point that you can’t carry on a
conversation during exercise. Never
exercise to exhaustion! Keep in mind
that as your blood volume increases
during pregnancy your level of perceived
exertion is a better measure of intensity
than your heart rate, so pay attention to
how you feel.

Lighten your load and increase
repetitions during resistance training (the
ACOG recommends one set of 12 to 15
reps), and be sure to breathe – exhaling
as you lift and inhaling as you return to
the starting position. Never hold your
breath throughout a lift.
Add relaxation exercises such as
yoga and stretching to your regimen. In
addition to relieving daily tension, you
can hone these skills for when you are
in labor.
Avoid lying flat on your back for
extended periods after the first trimester.
The weight of your uterus can press on
arteries and restrict blood flow to the
fetus.
Don’t exercise when it is extremely hot
or humid to avoid dangerous increases in
your body temperature.
If you’re completely new to exercise
and have your doctor’s approval, try
beginning with a walking program, a pre
natal yoga class or a water aerobics class. 
Look for instructors who are certified and

have experience working with pregnant
women. Your goal should be 30 minutes


of moderate activity every day.
Always stop exercising and contact


your obstetrician if you experience


vaginal bleeding, dizziness or faintness,
extreme shortness of breath, contractions
or abdominal pain.
Stability balls or a chair are an
excellent tool for moms-to-be. Not only
do they strengthen your stabilization
muscles and improve balance, but they
also allow you to work out without
descending all the way to the floor. This
can make exercising more comfortable
and allow you to perform exercises
while avoiding a supine position (lying
flat on your back) for prolonged periods
of time.
Check your area for facilities that
offer ‘no-impact’ classes or classes that
facilitate chairs, which are great for
expecting moms. Ask to speak to their
certified instructors. 
Yvette Dussouy, for over 15 years
has owned and operated the Kenner
Jazzercise Fitness Center, which is
located at 4228 Williams Boulevard. A
certified instructor for over 18 years,
Dussouy has been awarded Pacesetter
Elite status by Jazzercise, Inc. for the
past 12 years. Dussouy can be reached
at 464-4600 or jazspot@aol.com. The
Kenner Jazzercise Center has classes
early morning, morning, afternoon,
evenings and weekends – some include
childcare. This class schedule includes
classes for the overweight through the
very fit. For the complete schedule visit
www.jazzercise.com.

Let us help you and your car cool off!
Over 30 years of honest customer service
Professional technicians
Family owned and operated since 1976

SERVICES

Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte,
Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

Transmission, A/C Service, Electronics,
Brake Systems, Tune-Ups,
Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End

Automatic Transmission, Inc. Dennis Automotive
2220 Airline Drive, Kenner • 466-1381



h REGISTER FOR FALL h
CLASSES:

h Saturdays, August 7, 14, 21 h
from 10:00am-3:00pm

h Wednesdays, August 11, 18, 25 h
from 5:00pm-7:00pm

h Dance Company Auditions h
August 16 & 17
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Super quarterbacks like Brees win repeat NFL titles

Sports

BY KEN TRAHAN

W i t h o u t
q u e s t i o n ,
repeating
as
Super
Bowl
champion is a
very difficult but hardly impossible
task. What has been impossible is
winning three consecutive Super Bowl
championships. It has never been done.
As the New Orleans Saints get ready
for the 2010 season, they can take
comfort in knowing that there have
been eight repeat champions in NFL
history.
That translates into 16 of 44 winners
or 36.3 percent reigning as repeat
winners of the NFL’s top prize. That
is encouraging to the Saints and Who
Dats everywhere.
Perhaps
more
revealing
and
encouraging is the fact that of the eight
repeat champions, all back-to-back
champions, were quarterbacked by
NFL Hall of Fame quarterbacks.
Bart Starr led the Packers to NFL
titles in Super Bowls 1 and 2. He was
the most valuable player in both games,
victories over Kansas City and Oakland.
Bob Griese guided the Dolphins
to victory in Super Bowls 7 and 8
though he hardly threw the football
as Jake Scott and Larry Csonka were
the MVP’s. Still, Griese’s leadership
cannot be undervalued in their wins
over Washington and Minnesota.
Louisiana Tech’s Terry Bradshaw
quarterbacked the Steelers to backto-back titles in both Super Bowls 9
and 10 and Super Bowls 13 and 14.
Franco Harris and Lynn Swann earned
MVP honors in the first two wins over
Minnesota and Dallas while Bradshaw,
who had matured into a star, was the
MVP in each of the latter victories over
Dallas and the Rams.
Joe Montana directed the 49ers to
consecutive NFL titles in Super Bowls
23 and 24. Jerry Rice was the MVP in

the first victory though Montana led a
last quarter drive to win the game over
Cincinnati while Montana earned MVP
honors in the second win over Denver
in New Orleans. Montana and the 49ers
won a third title in Super Bowl 16 over
the Bengals in which Montana was the
MVP.
Troy Aikman led the Cowboys to
consecutive championships in Super
Bowls 27 and 28. He was the MVP in
the first title while Emmitt Smith earned
MVP honors in the second victory, both
over Buffalo.
John Elway took the Broncos to titles
in Super Bowls 32 and 33. Terrell Davis
won MVP honors in the win over Green
Bay while Elway was the MVP in the
second title game, a convincing victory
over Atlanta.
Tom Brady guided the Patriots to
championships in Super Bowls 38 and
39. He was the MVP in the first win,
a shootout victory over Carolina, while
Deion Branch was the MVP in the win
over Philadelphia.
That’s 8 Super Bowl teams, 16 Super
Bowl victories, all led by quarterbacks
in the NFL Hall of Fame.
There is little doubt that Drew Brees
is well on his way to becoming an NFL
Hall of Fame quarterback. Of course,
another Super Bowl championship on
his resume would make him a lockcinch to reach the hallowed Hall in
Canton, Ohio.
Even without another Super Bowl
win, Brees should reach the Hall of
Fame. He is among the most accurate
passers in NFL history.
He set an NFL record with 440
completions in 2007. He nearly had a
record-setting season for completion
yardage in 2008 with 5,069 yards
passing.
He was tremendous in 2009, setting
an NFL record with an amazing 70.62
completion percentage and won Super

Lunch & Dinner
(closed Sundays)

new orLeAns’ home CooKing!
Two Convenient locations...
one great menu!!!
kenner
910 W. esplanade
@ Chateau next to Burger King

463-3030

metairie
1001 live oak

between Bonnabel & Lake Ave.

838-0022

www.mredsno.com

Bowl MVP honors and was second
in the regular season MVP voting.
He tied a Super Bowl record with 32
completions in the 31-17 Super Bowl
44 win over the Colts.
Brees was the NFL Offensive Player
of the Year in 2008 and has won the
NFC Offensive Player of the Year three
times. He was the NFL Comeback
Player of the Year in 2004. He is even
a cover-boy for John Madden’s video
game. Brees has reached four Pro
Bowls, including one with the Chargers
and three with the Saints. He has been
named All-Pro three times.
Brees has a career quarterback rating
of 91.9. His postseason quarterback
rating is 103.7. He has the highest
completion
percentage
in
NFL
postseason history (66.7 percent). He
has the lowest interception percentage in
NFL postseason history (0.89 percent).
Brees has 215 career touchdown
passes and just 112 interceptions.
Amazingly, Brees has 13 career
postseason touchdown passes and just
2 interceptions.
If he accomplishes nothing else,
Brees is already an NFL Hall of Famer
when you weigh his accomplishments.
Fortunately for Saints fans, Brees is just
31 years old and showing no signs of
slipping in form. He is at the top of his
game.
That’s the case for Brees and the NFL
Hall of Fame. The case for the Saints
repeating as NFL champions is strong
as well.
When you examine Super Bowl
winning quarterbacks, 23 of the Super
Bowl champions were quarterbacked
by NFL Hall of Famers (52.27 percent).
Roger Staubach led Dallas to a pair of
Super Bowl titles in the 1970s.
Other NFL Hall of Famers leading
their teams to Super Bowl victories
include Joe Namath, Len Dawson,
Johnny Unitas and Steve Young.
Among the still active NFL
quarterbacks, Ben Roethlisberger
(twice), Peyton Manning and Brett
Favre have guided teams to Super Bowl
victories. Kurt Warner just retired and
he led the Rams to a championship as
well.
All four seem virtually certain to
attain NFL Hall of Fame status. That
would be 27 of the 44 Super Bowls to be
led by Hall of Fame quarterbacks (61.3
percent). In addition, Eli Manning has a
chance to attain Hall of Fame honors if
he can take the Giants to another Super
Bowl title.
Among other quarterbacks to lead
teams to Super Bowl titles, Jim Plunkett
(twice) is the only two-time winner not
to reach the NFL Hall of Fame. He was

good. Ken Stabler was very good and
did not reach the Hall of Fame. Phil
Simms was very good and is not in
the Canton Shrine. Joe Theismann led
the Redskins to a pair of Super Bowl
appearances.
Other
Super
Bowl-winning
quarterbacks included Earl Morrall,
Doug Williams, Brad Johnson, Jeff
Hostetler, Jim McMahon, Mark Rypien
and Trent Dilfer.
Of that group, Dilfer and Williams
were likely the weakest but the Ravens
were so good defensively that they
easily won Super Bowl 35 over the
Giants while Williams had a career
game and a second quarter to remember
in Super Bowl 22. Both had their
numbers skewed a bit by playing with
Tampa Bay early in their careers.
All
were
serviceable,
solid
quarterbacks in the league. Morrall split
time with Unitas in Super Bowl 5 and
was a solid player who was part of a
pair of Super Bowl teams, one with the
Baltimore Colts and one with Miami.
He played 21 years in the league.
Williams had the same number of
touchdown passes (73) as interceptions
(73) and completed just 49.5 percent of
his passes.
Johnson completed nearly 62 percent
of his passes in 15 seasons. Hostetler
completed 58 percent of his passes in
a 12-year career. McMahon completed
58 percent of his passes.
Rypien tossed 115 touchdown passes
in an 11-year career. Dilfer threw more
interceptions (129) than touchdown
passes (113) in a 13-year career.
Bottom line – while it is very tough
to win consecutive Super Bowls in
today’s NFL, much more difficult than
when the Packers did so with fewer
NFL teams in 1967 and 1968, the Saints
have the talent and coaching to do so.
Avoiding significant injuries is a key.
Matching the intensity of opponents’
intensity is of paramount importance.
Improving up front on defense is
essential.
Having an NFL Hall of Fame
quarterback in the prime of his career is
encouraging. Hall of Fame quarterbacks
win Super Bowls. Only Hall of Fame
quarterbacks have won consecutive
Super Bowls. With Brees, the Saints
have a genuine shot at doing so. 
Ken Trahan serves as sports director
of WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and
is president and general manager of
neworleans.com Sports. Trahan is the
also the general manager and chairman
of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame
Museum in the Louisiana Superdome,
and runs the Life Resources Sports
Ministry.

KENNER STR - JULY 2010

Community
Kenner writer, playwright, and filmmaker debuts
new book, “Ain’t Dat Super!”

Award-winning writer and filmmaker Steven Scaffidi, along with co-writer Nicholas Gambino, recently released
their newly published “almost-fiction” book, “Ain’t Dat Super.”
“Ain’t Dat Super” introduces readers to two die-hard fans who will tell an unbelievable story of their roles in
sports’ history and how they would help take the most unfortunate team in professional football all the way to the
big game – and win it!” Scaffidi said. “Readers will witness how the fans’ passion and belief in something so much
have led them and their team to the top of their game and accomplish the impossible despite the overwhelming odds
against them. And everyone can follow how these two fans have dreamed big, believed unwaveringly, and moved
everything just to see their team triumphant.”
Scaffidi added that the story is dedicated to die-hard sports fans everywhere and to salute every fan who refuses to
give up on their team.
For more information on “Ain’t Dat Super!” visit www.AintDatSuper.com, call Steven Scaffidi at 669-0189 or
email him at grpictures@aol.com. 

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters
•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

AAA Trophies
“We give your awards a personal touch”

Lake

Dance
Swimming
Parties
Football
Soccer
Tennis

39th St.

3813

h

38th St.

Personalized Awards for:
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Golf
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Karate
T-SHIRTS & CAPS

“Kenner’s Best Kept Secret”

3813 Florida Avenue • 467-7384
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Window Screens Made & Installed
PATIO COVERS • ROOFING • GLASS-ENCLOSED ROOMS
Pool Enclosures
Carports
Insulated Rooms
Replacement
Windows
• Gutters
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Patio Covers
Glass Rooms
Room Additions
Screened Rooms
Vinyl Siding

LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
OVER 35-YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA

TRIPLE BBB CONSTRUCTION
2158 Kenner Ave.

504-467-6998
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This medical power of attorney assumes that a person’s
own right to consent to or decline medical treatment
may be delegated to another if this delegation is done
while the principal is competent.
It is significant to understand that when the person
regains competency and is able to make their own
decisions, the special limited medical power of
attorney will no longer apply, until and unless that
person becomes incompetent again.
The general procuration (general power of attorney)
as its name suggests, permits the agent to perform
every act such as paying bills and managing principal’s
business and personal affairs. Louisiana law provides
for certain powers in the general procuration.
However, there are other cases when the powers must
be expressly stated in the document. If these powers
are not expressly stated in the general procuration,
it is assumed by the court that they are not granted,
Examples of these powers that must be expressly stated
are the authorization to acquire, mortgage or lease a
thing; the right to accept or renounce a succession;
to contract a loan or acknowledge or make remission
of a debt or become a surety; to draw or endorse
promissory notes or negotiable instruments; and the
right to compromise or refer a matter to arbitration.
A protection that many folks want in their general
procuration is the “disability clause.” This clause
provides that the general procuration goes into effect
only when the person is certified as unable to handle
his affairs by his regular physician. This certification
is an affidavit signed by the doctor in front of a notary.
This limits the use of the power of attorney to a time
when your trusted physician agrees you are unable to
handle your affairs. Remember as soon as you regain
your abilities, you are in control again.
As previously stated, we are living longer and are at
more risk for times of incapacity. The time to protect
yourself is now while you are of sound mind, so you
can specify how you would like your business and
personal issues handled and health managed in case
there is a time when your are not able to handle those
matters. 
James L. Melchers is the senior attorney at
Melchers Law Firm, located at 909 West Esplanade
Avenue in Kenner and the firm’s primary areas of
practice are estate planning, wills, trusts, successions,
corporate law, and personal injury. Melchers can
be reached at 467-1092 or visit the website at www.
melcherslawfirm.com.

ES

Because we are living
longer in America these days,
the likelihood of a person
suffering a long-term incapacity is greater than ever
before in our history. Without protection, many will
face the expensive, long and psychologically painful
court interdiction proceeding. Therefore, it is vital
that Louisiana residents protect themselves with two
powers of attorney.
The two powers of attorney referred to above are
the “Special Limited Medical Power of Attorney” and
the “General Procuration”. Powers of attorney grant
certain rights to another person to act on another’s
behalf. Powers of attorney are either specific (limited)
or general. The person granting the power of attorney is
called the principal. The person receiving the power is
called the agent. A power of attorney creates an agency
relationship pursuant to which the agent is able to act
on behalf of his/her principal. The document creating
this relationship defines the scope and duration of the
powers given to the agent. In Louisiana the power of
attorney is sometimes called a mandate or procuration.
A popular and useful power of attorney in Louisiana
is the “Special Limited Medical Power of Attorney.”
In 1990, Louisiana joined various other states to
allow for the use of powers of attorney for health care
decision making. As implied in the name, it is limited
to medical decisions made on another’s behalf. This
medical power of attorney is designed to allow one
to determine who will make their medical decisions
rather than allowing state law and the courts to make
that decision.
The need for a medical power of attorney arises
when one is temporarily or permanently unable to
make decisions about his/her health and medical care.
This medical power of attorney permits the agent to
give approval for a wide range of medical procedures,
such as surgical procedures, physical examinations,
administration of medications and anesthesia, to name
only a few of the powers granted.
This medical power of attorney is different from the
living declaration (i.e. living will) discussed in last
month’s column. The living declaration is effective
only when a person is in a “terminal and irreversible”
condition certified by two physicians and when
their death will occur whether or not life-sustaining
procedures are utilized. A special limited medical
power of attorney can be utilized at any point in a
person’s life and is not limited to end of life issues.

SMALL JOBS

Florida Ave

BY JAMES L. MELCHERS

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Williams Blvd.

Two important powers of
attorney in Louisiana

Law
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Oil scam

BY GUY WILLIAMS

All of us are
worried about the
short and longterm effects of
the BP oil spill.
No one knows what it will do to either
the environment or to our economy.
Unfortunately, in the middle of a bad
situation, the scammers are trying to
steal your money. These predators have
devised at least three ways to cheat the
citizens of south Louisiana.
The first scam is the bogus oil spill
claim registry. This is an email attempt
to get you to sign up for your share of
the BP payments. This is made to look
like an official site but its sole purpose
is to get your personal information so
that your identity can be stolen. Once
the scammer has enough information,
they will open charge accounts in your
name and quickly ruin your credit. It is
possible to recover from identity theft
but it is a long and painful process. The
best way to avoid this is not to give out
your personal information.
The second scam is the pay to play
scam. This involves a solicitation that
requires you to send in a registration
fee to enroll in the BP claim group.

Once you send in a small amount
the process will continue with ever
increasing payments needed to secure
your payout. The claims will seem
small compared to the big payout that
you have won. Of course since the
payout is imaginary the scammers can
make it any amount that they think will
entice you to play along. In some cases
the payment will be described as an
advance tax payment. All of these pay
to play schemes are bogus. Don’t pay
to play.
Finally, and this one really hurts, is the
fee for training to work in the cleanup.
This scam targets the unemployed. The
offer is that in exchange for an advance
fee, the worker will be guaranteed a job
and will be trained to do the cleanup.
In its most advanced form, there are
actual classes but no work and no real
certification. In the simpler forms, they
steal the money with no training and no
job. Stealing from the unemployed is
reprehensible, but there are people out
there who are doing it. Don’t fall for
this and warn your friends to be careful.
If you think that you are being
scammed, check with the BP website
www.bp.com. If still in doubt, call your

Lowe
E-mail reservations@kpba.biz to make luncheon reservations

Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. • Meeting at 12:00
reservations@kpba.biz

Let us COLOR your

entrance and garden for summer!
LANDSCAPING BY

LYNNE DIMM’S NURSERY, LLC
For FREE Estimates, call Lynne at
468-5467

parish government. All of the parishes
in the affected areas have information
on the spill and will help you avoid the
crooks.
This disaster is already awful; don’t
let the crooks make it worse. 
Guy Williams is president and chief

executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank
and Trust Company. Their Kenner
branch office is located at 3410
Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar,
branch manager, can be contacted at
565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and
Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Gardening

July horticulture hints
BY LYNNE DIMM
Considering
where we live we
are all too aware
that July is one
of the hottest months of the year. Very
few people are interested in gardening
during the almost unbearable heat of
this month. It takes almost all of the
energy most of us have just to maintain
the things we have already planted so
new planting doesn’t really interest
most of us. However, watering our
garden is one chore, probably the most
important, that we will have to do in
order for our plants to survive. July’s
days generally consist of hot mornings
and early afternoon showers, so on these
days little watering is required. But, on
the days we get no rain we will have to
water in the afternoon. It is best to avoid
late evening watering because the plants
will not dry before nightfall and this
will cause many diseases in the plants,
such as fungus, to develop and flourish,
which will greatly harm the plants.
For a much needed summertime treat,
around the Fourth of July is when date
fig trees bear their first ripe fruit. Their
roots should be watered well at this
time. So when there is no rain let your
hose run softly at the roots for about 30
minutes each day.
Roses should be growing wildly, but
do not cut them back until August. Due
to the extreme heat, humidity and their
wild growth, now is the time to spray
your roses with a fungicide.
All spring bedding plants are starting
to look ugly now, so it is time to remove
them and add heat-tolerant bedding
plants. Here are a few great summer
plants to plant now. Vinca loves the heat
but not much water. Marigolds come
in many shades of yellow and orange
and in different sizes. Purslane is low-

growing with brilliant colors for dry
areas. Salvia provides height and can
be bought in beautiful red, white and
blue spikes which will be the perfect
plants to honor our country for the
Fourth. Melampodium is a wonderful
summer plant but is only available in
yellow. Impatiens are a beautiful, heat
tolerant plant used in the shade. New
Guinea impatiens will thrive in sunny
areas. Begonias are an old standby for
summer. Use the green leaf in shady
areas and the bronze leaf in the sun.
Pentas are a fantastic summer plant that
butterflies love. If you are interested in
hummingbirds, plant lady in red salvia.
Hummingbirds love them.
People wonder what will thrive under
the shade of oak trees. Try white, pink
or red caladiums. Since the roots of oak
trees are extensive and you do not want
to cover them fully with dirt, you can
plant the caladiums in small mounds
with a couple of cups of dirt.
If you would like to add a flowering
shrub or shrubs, hibiscus are a fantastic
choice. You can become addicted to
their fabulous array of colors. Once
you try a red or pink one you will want
orange, yellow, white, peach and bicolor
in double and single flowers.
Keep gardening and don’t forget you
will need lots of water in the heat just as
your plants do. 
Have a Happy Fourth of July!
Lynne Dimm, owner of Lynne Dimm’s
Nursery, LLC, located at 27 West 27th
Street, is a registered, insured and
licensed Louisiana horticulturist and
landscape contractor, and is a wholesale
grower of bedding plants with over 35
years experience in the industry. Lynne
Dimm can be reached via email at
lynnedimm@yahoo.com or by calling
468-5467.

35 years experience - Insured
Louisiana licensed horticulturist

SAY YOU

We do design, planting, lighting, irrigation, weeding, trimming
and colorful bedding plants that will last all winter and spring.
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Home

Home warranty vs. home
inspection
BY DAN DORMADY

Buying a home
today is a major
investment and we are often asked
about home warranties and whether
or not they are good to have. Some
real estate companies offer warranties
to preclude future expenses due to a
problem after the purchase. However,
a warranty is only as good as the fine
print in the policy and the company
that stands behind it. Some home
warranty companies went out of
business after Hurricane Katrina, so if
you had purchased a warranty just prior
to Katrina from that company, you
were out of luck. Only a quality home
inspection can assure a confident, wellinformed buyer.
What is a home warranty? A warranty
is a resource to pay for the repair
or replacement in the event of the
unexpected breakdown of those items
covered by the warranty. A warranty
is for a limited period of time, often
one year or less. Each claim against a
warranty usually has some deductible
expense that must be paid by the owner,
typically $25 or $50.
Most warranties are limited both in
duration and what is covered and are
renewable. It is important to be aware
of the specific components covered and
not covered by the warranty. It is also
important to understand the process
for filing a claim under the warranty as
well as the resources of the company
providing that warranty.
In real estate, there are several
different types of warranties. First,
there are warranties offered on new
homes. These are generally made
available through the builder who
participates in an insurance program
for that purpose. These warranties may
last up to ten years but not all elements
of the house are covered during the life
of the policy.
The second type of warranty is one
offered on existing homes at the time
of sale. These are offered by real estate
or independent insurance companies.
Such warranties generally apply only
to the major systems in the house
(roofing, heating, cooling, appliances,
etc), and are of shorter duration,
typically for one or two years.
The third type of warranty is one
offered by inspection companies to
cover what was missed during the
inspection. An inspection that may
be performed as part of a warranty is
for determining if normal warranty
coverage is appropriate for the
property. It is for protecting the

company offering the warranty, not for
the potential owners of the property.
What is a home inspection? A
home inspection is a comprehensive
statement of the condition of the
property based on information
available,
and
provides
an
understanding of what may be needed
for that property in the foreseeable
future. An inspection is generally
more comprehensive than a warranty.
An inspection typically covers the
condition of all components including
the structure, as well as safety issues,
the suspected presence of hazardous
materials and other items of interest
and importance to a buyer or owner.
A competent inspection provides the
buyer with an understanding of the
property to minimize surprises and
unexpected expenses later. It offers
more protection to the seller and agent
because it fulfills the obligations of
disclosure. It is also a resource when
performed by a company that stands
behind the quality and accuracy of
their work. Items that should have
and could have been seen at the time
of the inspection will be resolved with
the buyer should problems arise. This
means fewer headaches for everyone
later on.
Not all inspections are equal. While
all home inspectors are required to be
licensed in Louisiana, home inspections
performed by home inspectors that are
also licensed professional engineers
are typically more comprehensive than
those performed by non-engineers.
As with warranties, it is important to
understand what is to be included.
Inspections and warranties both
have their place in today’s real estate
market. Whereas a warranty may
offer some short-term peace of mind
for a limited number of building
components, only a home inspection
offers a comprehensive understanding
of the property for the buyer and nondisclosure protection for the seller and
agent. 
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed
professional engineer and licensed
home inspector and the president of
Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a
locally owned consulting engineering
firm specializing in residential and
commercial
building
inspection
services. Dormady can be reached at
456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA
70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@
cox.net.
Criterium-Dormady
Engineers’ website is www.criteriumdormady.com.
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cOMe try the

BeSt Buffet in tOwn

incluDeS tanDOOri chicKen, rice, VeGetaBleS anD Many OtherS

Daily lunch Buffet

$9.99
2:30

11:30

am to

pm

hours of Operation
Sun, tues- thurs
11am - 9:30pm
friday & Saturday
11am - 10 pm
closed Mondays

Dine-in • take-Out • catering for all Occasions
3207 Williams Blvd. • Kenner, la (next

to the

harBor seafood)

504-471-6141

Dance Classes for All Ages
Ballet, Tap, Jazz and more!

Fall Dance Class registration: July 17th 9AM to noon.
Zumba Fitness, don’t miss the fun! Classes going on now.
Visit our website: www.cdadance.com
2401 Veterans in Kenner
(504) 466-5856
cda3205@cox.net
Come join the fun with weekly classes in
Zumba, Zumba Toning, & Zumba for kids.
Visit our website for a class schedule:
www.cdadance.com
Zumba® and Zumba Fitness® are registered trademarks of Zumba Fitness, LLC
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Real Estate

Eleven reasons to use a real estate sales professional when
buying a brand-new home
BY LINDA R. MARTIN

E x i s t i n g
and
potential
homeowners are looking at real estate from
all angles as the U.S. economy and local
housing markets continue their recovery.
For many, there is strong appeal in buying
brand-new homes as myriad builder
incentives and low interest rates create
significant value.
Today’s new homes boast exciting floor
plans and designs tailored for specific
lifestyles, complete with a huge array of
features and appointments. They include
energy efficient products and building
techniques, reducing buyers’ utility bills.
Of course, new-home consumers love that
their properties, from roofs to appliances,
will not need replacement for many years.
It might not seem necessary to involve
a real estate professional in a transaction
where a buyer can deal directly with
a builder. Yet by using a real estate
professional you gain a skilled professional
to protect your interests and guide you
along the right path.
Here are 11 advantages to using a real
estate professional when buying a newly
constructed home.
1. Just as a real estate professional calls
on experience and knowledge of an area
to help buyers locate pre-owned homes
in a community, he or she can also direct
buyers interested in newly built homes to
developments and communities that match
client specifications.
2. A sales professional can suggest
builders with reputations for delivering a
high-quality product, responding quickly to

issues, and being financially sound.
3. A sales professional may be familiar
with how a builder prices his products and
where there may be room to negotiate price
or upgrades.
4. Without representation, you are one
buyer purchasing only one home. But a
sales professional can significantly impact a
builder’s bottom line by providing a steady
supply of customers. This leverage may
work in your favor at the negotiating table.
[Note: The builder may require your sales
professional to accompany you on your first
visit to the site. Check with the builder.]
5. The lender approval process may go
smoother if a sales professional schedules
visits, accompanies you to lenders, and
helps expedite required documents.
6. What may seem like a simple
transaction can grow legally complex and
risky. A sales professional is familiar with
those complexities and risks inherent in the
home buying process. When such questions
arise, we can steer you to the right advisors
and services you may require.
7. If your contract includes a contingency
to sell an existing home your real estate
sales professional assuredly can help,
though your sales professional will explain
that buying before selling isn’t always in
your best interest as it can undermine your
bargaining.
8. When relocating to a new area, sales
professionals can be particularly valuable
resources. In addition to providing local
area information regarding schools,
day care or elder care services, public
transportation, proposed development

and so on, once construction is under way,
they can periodically stop by the work
site, supply you with progress reports and
photograph or videotape phases of the
construction.
9. A sales professional can assist you as
you face hundreds of design choices and
consider which upgrades could potentially
add value to the home when it comes time
to sell.
10. A sales professional can accompany
you at the site while you okay the plumbing
and electrical locations prior to dry
walling, as well as on the walk-through or
builder orientation.
11. Lastly, most often the builder pays the
sales professional’s commission. You enjoy
individual attention and support at no cost

to you.
Builder incentives and heightened
affordability have many real estate
consumers considering brand-new homes.
Rather than rely on builders’ agents – who
are paid by the builders – savvy shoppers
are hiring real estate sales professionals to
help them through the buying process and
on to the American dream. 
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in
Louisiana, can be reached at 443-6464
or at her office located at 4140 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner, LA, USA. Prudential
Gardner Realtors is an independently
owned and operated member of Prudential
Real Estate Affiliates, Inc., a Prudential
Financial company. Visit the Prudential
website at www.prudentialgardner.com.

Community

KPBA monthly meeting to be held on July 20
The monthly luncheon meeting of
the Kenner Professional Business
Association will be held on Tuesday,
July 20, 2010, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel
located at 2829 Williams Boulevard
in Kenner. Networking begins at
11:30 a.m. and lunch starts at noon.
Reservations are required to attend and
can be emailed to reservations@kpba.
biz.
The speaker will be Ryan C. Lowe,
owner and president of Ryan Lowe,
LLC, a New Orleans native and
one of four children. Lowe said his
entrepreneurial spirit and strong work
ethic were instilled in him at an early
age as he worked in his parent’s antique
business, which started with one piece
of furniture in a consignment shop and
grew to be one of the largest antiques
stores in the south. In 2000, Lowe
graduated from S.L.U. with a marketing
degree and subsequently worked for
Brian Tracy International, a training

and development company and trained
thousands of business and sales people.
Lowe went on to serve as vice president
of sales in Dallas, Texas, for City
Mortgage Group and Meridias Capital
as well as vice president and partner of
Tritus Insurance, also located in Dallas.
Lowe holds workshops and keynote
presentations across the nation, sharing
his life experiences about how he
personally overcame adversity and
challenges with a positive frame of
mind, and sharing his proven techniques
and belief that anyone can succeed
in life. Lowe’s latest projects are the
publishing of his new book, “Get Off
Your Attitude!” which he expects to
release in 2010, and the development of
his “Get Off Your Attitude” Foundation.
The KPBA club is a community-based
networking organization for men and
women. For more information about
attending the KPBA meeting or joining
the club visit www.kpba.biz. 

Homebuyers to get reimbursed for training courses
In recognition of “Homeownership”
month, the New Orleans Metropolitan
Association of Realtors announced the
kickoff of a homebuyer training voucher
program.
The guidelines provide that any
individual that completes a homebuyer
training class certified by the Louisiana
Homebuyer Education Collaborative
and is working with a licensed realtor
will be reimbursed the total fee of their
homebuyer training course after their
voucher application has been received
and approved.

Applicants may apply for the
reimbursement as long as their
homebuyer training certificate is active.
Funds are limited and will be reimbursed
to applicants on a first-come first-served
basis.
Certified homebuyer training classes
are conducted in Kenner by Sulli
Educational Services, Inc. Their contact
number is 464-6224.
For more information contact Letitia
Clark George at 274-0705 or the New
Orleans Metropolitan Association of
Realtors at 885-3200. 
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The incredible shrinking television screen
BY ED CLANCY

Lest you think
that news teases
in newspapers,
on TV and on
the web are my
only gripe, (as I complained in 2008),
think, as they say, again. Possibly
of bigger concern to me is the way
our TV screens are being cluttered
these days, not just in newscasts, but
in regular television programming.
You cannot watch a drama, sitcom
or movie without some animated
promo scooting across the bottom of
the screen taking up a minimum of a
third of the picture. This, in addition
to the permanent ID logo in the lower
right hand corner. There are some
exceptions, including Turner Classic
Movies which sometimes removes
their little logo in the lower right, and
once in a while PBS will show you
graphic-free TV.
But, of course, the biggest offenders
are TV news and sports programs,
both broadcast and cable. You will
never see a screen completely devoid
of graphics showing only the visual
of the person being interviewed or
the scene being captured by news
cameras. You will see, in addition to
that abominable headline crawl at the
bottom of the screen, a two-inch tall
banner above it with the name of the
person on camera or the topic being
discussed. When I was in television,
we called that information a “super”
for “superimposition.” These days
“super” means “supersede” as far as
I’m concerned. Certainly they are
super-impositions. Many times you
can’t even see the chin of the person

talking. Then, the producers will cram
as many talking heads as they can in
one screen, with a few more messages,
signs and promos. There will come a
day when the square viewing area of
a 29-inch screen will be about two
inches. The problem is even worse
on big screen TV. One expects to see
a big picture on a 50-inch screen, but,
because the proportion is the same,
the watchable portion of the screen
is no bigger percentage-wise than on
a regular TV. Am I exasperated? Yes.
Am I exaggerating? No.
Once, in an “Eddytorial,” on radio,
I tried to get the listening audience to
imagine what the radio equivalent to
a cable newscast screen would sound
like. What with one person reading
the news, another giving the weather,
a third giving sports and a fourth
doing the stock market report, all at
the same time, I created the greatest
cacophony you could ever imagine. I
summed up by saying that the noise
you are hearing is just as confusing as
what the eyes are seeing on TV.
My biggest complaint is against
cable sports shows, specifically
ESPN. When showing game or event
highlights, many times the action is
obliterated by onscreen graphics, be
they on the top, bottom, left or right
of the screen. The most egregious
example is the re-run of the Santonio
Holmes touchdown reception in
the final minutes of Super Bowl 43.
Having watched it several times on
several different programs after the
game, it appeared to me that the man
did not have both toes touching terra
firma inside the end zone. It appeared

Community

Fundraiser to be held for JP
Deputy injured patrolling Grand
Isle oil spill clean up
On June 5, 2010, a14-year veteran of
the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office,
Detective Timmy Anclade, suffered
a fractured vertebrae in his neck and
other injuries while on assignment
patrolling Grand Isle in support of the
oil spill cleanup effort in the Gulf of
Mexico.
Thursday, July 8, from 7:00 p.m.
until 10:00 p.m. at Southport Hall,
200 Monticello Avenue in Jefferson,
a benefit fund raiser will be held for
Detective Anclade that will include
live music, food and beer, door prizes
and raffle prizes. According to event

organizers, all proceeds from the
event will go to Detective Anclade to
“supplement lost wages that he would
have earned working additional hours at
security details to support his wife and
three children.”
Among the items raffled will be a 42inch flat screen television, a Remington
870 .12 gauge shotgun, dinner for two
at Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse, a Blue Ray
DVD player, rounds of golf at TPC and
the Lakewood Country Club and Oakley
sunglasses. Raffle tickets are $5 for one
chance or $10 for three chances, and the
winner need not be present. 

that his back foot was resting on his
other foot which was on the ground.
During the actual game, the referee
signaled touchdown, and the Steelers
won the game. An official replay left
the touchdown intact and Pittsburgh
was “Champion of the World.” When
the Saints won Super Bowl 44, the
Holmes catch was once again replayed
on ESPN, but I could not see what
either foot was doing because the
graphics at the bottom of the screen
covered them. I recently saw a stillphoto by still-photo breakdown of the
play on the Internet and most of the
still pictures made it appear the back
foot was, indeed, resting on the other
foot. But, two shots from different
angles made it look like both feet
were touching the ground. So I guess
the tie goes to the runner. My point
is that viewers watching the same
shows I was, should have been able
to get a definitive look at the play, but
could not because of all the junk at
the bottom of the screen.
I guess with the world falling
apart, with jobs disappearing, with
earthquakes, hurricanes and tsunamis
N
IO
or
AT
lf
al EE AR
s
C R L
F C M tion
E
D OR ruc
G F st
N
in
VI
LI
ith
W

killing thousands, with oil spills
floating our way of life down the
toilet, this issue of the shrinking
TV screen might not really be a big
deal. It has accomplished one thing,
however. It has made me turn off the
TV and start reading books. We have
more control over books. Books are
like old-time radio when we could
see all the action in our mind’s eye.
The hero looked like whatever we
wanted him to look like. Yeah, that’s
the ticket! I’ll just read books...and
maybe newspapers. We need to save
the newspaper anyway.
But, sadly, more than likely the vast
majority of those who actually switch
off the TV will wind up reading their
books on electronic devices, and I
will probably be one of them. I can
see it now: I pick up my Kindle, or
iPad, and there, before my very eyes,
“Stocks tumble to all time low...”
crawls very slowly across the screen
at the bottom of page 37 of “War and
Peace.” To be followed, no doubt,
with “...details on page 937.” 
Ed Clancy can be reached via email
at Edclancy2@aol.

Wills Trusts
Successions
Business Law
Personal Injury

Over 30 years experience

M LF

Melchers Law Firm
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner, LA 70065

(504) 467-1092

www.melcherslawfirm.com

James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!
• Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

Thursday, July 8 and July 22

at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner
THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member
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Inaugural address
(continued from page 15)

people how important combating crime is to them.
A reliable funding source for the Kenner Police
Department must be put in place so Chief Caraway
can have the adequate personnel and tools at his
fingertips to keep our city safe. It is that not since
the days of Joe Yenni and Sal Lentini have you
had the type of cooperation between a mayor and
a police chief that was in place here the past four
years with Ed and Steve. I am firmly committed to
maintaining that relationship.
Chief Caraway’s endorsement in my election
is one of the reasons I am standing before you
today. Steve, please accept my sincere thanks for
everything you did to help me accomplish this
goal.
Now, let’s talk about our commitment to our
other first responders – Kenner’s fire fighters.
I am proud that Chief John Hellmers and his
department have maintained our Class 2 fire
insurance rating. This rating is very important to
keeping fire insurance premiums low for owners
of homes and commercial businesses in our city.
It also certifies our quick response time to fire
calls.
However, current funding for the fire department
is not enough for more manpower, better working
conditions and updating our aging fleet of fire
trucks. We will work hard to see that the fire
department message is communicated to the
people.
Also, we must acknowledge the daily
contributions of hundreds of employees in Public
Works, Recreation, Code Enforcement, and many
others who serve the public to the best of their
ability with a smile, but without a pay raise.

We will work hard to find a way to help you.
Then, there is our major challenge – to bring
the city’s archaic sewerage system back into
compliance with state and federal laws. It is great
that we received a 22 million dollar loan at .95
percent interest to start repairing the old and
neglected infrastructure.
However, there is another 30 million dollars of
improvements and repairs that must be completed
before the DEQ will put the city back in compliance.
This, too, will need more funding than the city
can provide under the current revenue formula.
But, I believe the council and, ultimately, the
people will help the administration find a funding
source for these improvements.
“You cannot have a first-class city with a broken
and dilapidated sewerage system.”
These obstacles are not new. We have been
talking about them for the past three years. We
must act on these issues today in order to save
tomorrow.
Now there’s a big elephant in the back of the
room for us and every other nearby community.
It is the BP Oil Spill. Right now only God knows
where the oil spill will take us. But we know
there are many in our community who work in the
petroleum and seafood industries who are already
impacted by the spill.
We pray that Kenner and its people will be spared
further negative impact from oil spills in the Gulf.
The financial problems we now suffer have
come upon us over many decades. These problems
will not just go away. But I guarantee this
administration will begin to act starting today!
Also, I assure you that we will not
overlook the youth of Kenner. We know
our younger citizens, from school children
to young adults, share our concerns about
the environment – what kinds of jobs they
will have in the next 20 years and what
kind of community they will have for
their kids to grow up in. And, they are not
afraid to tell you what bothers them.
A few weeks ago, I received a letter from
Isabella Elias asking us to Think Green in
making decisions and recommending we
re-use products that we normally throw
away after using them just one time.
She wants us to spread the word about
it, and we will help do that.
Some may look at this as a new day
in Kenner. Others may see it as the
continuation of the many good things we
started during the past four years, but with
a younger perspective on how to operate
city government.
I feel the second view is more accurate.
President Theodore Roosevelt said
We are a locally owned, independently operated,
if you believe you can do something,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
“You’re halfway there.” President Reagan
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
took it a step further when he said: “It can
great difference in the care, service and value your
be done.” I agree.
family receives. If you ever have a question or would
We will nevertheless maintain an open
transparent government by continuing to
like more information feel free to call or stop by.
post all bids, contracts, RFPs and SOQs
online for public view. We will continue
the code of ethics for all employees.
We will add to that by instituting a
code of conduct for all city vendors and
contractors to follow.
We will create an aggressive Economic
Development Task Force to lure goodpaying jobs to Kenner and stimulate
business growth throughout our city.

Notice, I have used the word we quite a lot. I am
committed to working with the council to guide
Kenner through these tough economic times.
As far as my administration is concerned, we
will surround ourselves with the best people
Kenner has, delegate authority and let directors
run their departments.
I recently was commissioned an officer in the
U.S. Navy, and one thing you get a lot of in the
military is the endless use of acronyms. Well, I
have one for my administration. Our focus will
be on the good Character of us and our people,
the solid Infrastructure of our departments, the
Teamwork among our administrators, the City
Council and the chief of police. And the fact that
another Yenni is at the helm of city government.
I call it C.I.T.Y. – Character, Infrastructure,
Teamwork and Yenni.
And with Y.E.N.N.I., we can carry it a step
further: Youth, Energy, No Nonsense and
Integrity.
Once again, to paraphrase President Reagan,
“History is a river that may take us as it will.
But we have the power to navigate, we have the
power to choose direction, and we have the power
to make our passage together.”
I am an optimist! I believe Kenner’s best and
brightest days still lie ahead of us. I agree with
my grandfather when, as Jefferson’s new parish
president in 1980, he said, “Man’s ability to
accomplish is limited only by the amount of
effort he is willing to expend” on a task.”
My vision of Kenner is similar to what President
Reagan envisioned of the United States, “a
shining city upon a hill.”
“A tall city built on rocks, stronger than oceans,
windswept, God-blessed, and teaming with living
in harmony and peace a city with free ports
humming with commerce and creativity and if
there had to be walls, the walls had doors, and
the doors were open to anyone with the will and
heart to get here.”
The “City upon a Hill” came from a sermon by
Puritan governor John Winthrop of Massachusetts
in 1690. I feel that a part of this sermon pertains
to the current times facing Kenner.
And I quote: “Now the only way to provide for
our prosperity is to follow the Counsel of Micah:
to do justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with
our God. For this end, we must be knitt together
in this work as one man, we must entertain each
other in brotherly affection, we must delight in
each other, make others rejoice together, mourn
together, labor and suffer together, always having
before our eyes our Commission and Community
in the work, our Community as members of the
same body, so shall we keep the unity of the spirit
in the bond of a blessing upon us in all our ways.
For we must consider that we shall be as a ‘City
upon a Hill,’ the eyes of all people are upon us,
we shall be made a story and a byword through
the world.”
I feel certain there are some among us who may
criticize my positive vision and my hopes for a
greater Kenner.
This brings to mind the powerful words of
former President Theodore Roosevelt when he
said we should praise the man who’s out there
fighting the big battles, even if the battles end in
defeat. That glory and honor come to those who
spend themselves in a worthy cause. Known as
the “Man in the Arena” speech, the words were in
an address he delivered in 1910 at the Sorbonne
University in Paris, and I quote:
continued on page 27
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City-wide infrastructure and capital improvements progress report
BY PRAT P. REDDY, Public Works Deputy Chief Administrative Officer

Over
the
last four years
the
Muniz
administration
has taken progressive steps toward
addressing many infrastructure issues
within the city. It has been a goal
of the mayor and the City Council
to continue to maintain a safer and
healthier environment and to preserve
the quality of life for Kenner citizens.
The progressive steps have included
a sewer capital improvements plan
to upgrade the sewer collection and
treatment system to reduce sewer
overflows and backups, reconstruction

Inaugural address
(continued from page 26)

“It is not the critic who counts;
not the man who points out how the
strong man stumbles, or where the
doer of deeds could have done better.
The credit belongs to the man who is
actually in the arena, whose face is
marred by dust and sweat and blood;
who strives valiantly; who errs,
who comes short again and again,
because there is no effort without
error and shortcoming; but who does
actually strive to do the deeds; who
knows great enthusiasms, the great
devotions; who spends himself in
a worthy cause; who, at the best,
knows in the end, the triumph of
high achievement, and, who, at the
worst, if he fails, at least fails while
daring greatly, so that his place shall
never be with those cold and timid
souls who neither know victory nor
defeat.”
My mentor, Ed Muniz, approaches
the same subject in another, simpler
way that is rooted in the Old
Testament. Once again I quote: “It’s
not how long you have served in
office, it’s the footprints you leave
after you have passed through.”
It is great to be mayor of a great
city like Kenner, because the people
here are so giving and caring, and,
at a moment’s notice, will offer their
help to anyone in need.
Just inside the next room is a table
devoted to helping Dylan Tujague,
a young Kenner resident suffering
from a condition commonly called
“cloverleaf skull.”
Through the years Dylan has
endured 30 surgical procedures in
efforts to correct the condition and
make living a little more comfortable
for him.
It is hard to imagine the pain and
challenges he has already faced in his
nine years of life. His bravery is an
inspiration. Hopefully, our prayers
and support will help deliver him a

of an improved Laketown fishing
pier and the renovation of the old
Barbré School Building, at a cost of
$1.3 million, which is expected to be
completed by September 2010. The
renovated building will house the public
works administrative and operational
divisions including the departments
of traffic control, streets and drainage,
general services, parkways, waste
water and planning department and
eventually the fleet management in
2011. This facility will also be utilized
as an emergency operation center for
public works operations and personnel
during hurricane seasons.

miracle.
It’s an uphill battle for Dylan (who
needs constant care) and his family
and friends. If you can help in any
way, I personally ask that you please
do so.
And now, if you will allow me to
make a few presentations:
To my number one door knocker,
with 40 plus years of experience,
and the matriarch of my family –
my mother, Peggy. Mom, I promise
to you that all the good things you
told the people of Kenner about your
son are very true and I will never do
anything to defy what you said.
Mom, you raised me well! Please
accept this small token of my
appreciation for everything you did
to help me achieve my goals.
To my father, I think you will
agree that we are proof that families
can mend. Thanks for your positive
support.
Ms. Pam and Mr. Mike (Swanner),
I can’t thank you enough for bringing
Michelle into this world.
Michelle, I can’t imagine what
the past year would have been like
without you at my side. You are the
most supportive person God could
have put into my life. What do you
tell a person who gives your life
meaning, who is there for you when
times get tough, and who is waiting
for you at the end of the day with a
smile, a hug and a kiss.
Well, you tell that person that
you love them and don’t even want
to imagine what life would be like
without them! So, here in front of
all our friends, Michelle, thanks for
everything you do. Thank you for just
being you. And thank you so much for
saying “Yes!” a couple of weekends
ago. I am doubly blessed.
Thank you all for being here today
and may God bless you and this great
city we live in!

Throughout the city, lift stations have
and will undergo numerous upgrades,
improvements, new construction
and additions along with force main
improvements and construction which
will benefit Kenner residents citywide.
Generators have been installed in
various locations in the city. A new
500 kilowatt permanent generator
has been installed at City Hall. A new
permanent generator has been installed
at the West Chateau transfer station, at
the 24th Street and Delaware Avenue
lift station and the 10th Street and
Maria Street lift station. Portable
generators are installed at 39th Street
and California Avenue, Gelpi Avenue
and Osborne Avenue, West 41st Street
and Medoc Drive, and at the 33rd Street
and Connecticut Avenue lift stations.
Permanent generators will be
installed at Kenner’s wastewater
treatment plant, the Kenner Avenue
and Hanson Place lift station and at the
West Stanford Place and W. Loyola
Drive lift station. Dedicated portable
generators will be installed at the 27th
Street and Dawson Street lift station,
43rd Street and California Avenue lift
station and the West Oglethorpe Place
and West Louisiana State lift station.
The city plans to purchase twelve
additional portable generator sets to
be used citywide at other lift stations
when needed.
A supervisory control and data
acquisition, known as SCADA, has
been installed in all 79 lift stations
and in critical locations in the Kenner

wastewater treatment plant at a cost
of $270,000. This system provides
real-time monitoring of the lift station
and provides diagnostic tools such as
pump run time, pump starts, alarms
and wet well level. In addition, rain
gauges have been installed at several
lift stations throughout the city and
they provide rain measurements every
two minutes during a rain event and
have been instrumental in upgrading
maintenance.
The Laketown Harbor has now
been dredged and was funded by
FEMA at a cost of $727,000. The
new concrete Laketown fishing pier is
under construction and is expected to
be completed by August 2010 as it was
delayed due to unfavorable weather
conditions. The total project cost
$1.316 million, of which $1.3 million
is funded by FEMA and only $16,000
is paid by the city. 
Prat Reddy, Kenner Deputy Chief
Administrative Officer for Public
Works is a professional engineer.
Reddy can be reached at pwa@kenner.
la.us.
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Latin American News

Unidad Hispanoamericana elects new board of directors
BY RAFAEL E. SADDY

Unidad
Hispanoamericana,
founded 18 years ago to celebrate
the spirit and preservation of the
Latin American culture, values
and beliefs has elected a new board
of directors for the 2010-2012 term. The officers are Jose
Arrechavala, president; Jean Bernard, vice-president;
Joel Galdamez, second vice-president; Lelis McQuitty,
secretary; Diane Bledet, secretary, and Mr. Mario Zeron,
parliamentarian. The inauguration of new officers will
be held on July 22, 2010.
The organization is composed of individuals and
representatives of several Latin social clubs with a
common goal of maintaining Hispanic traditions.
Through sponsored cultural and social events from
different Hispanic countries, the organization’s mission
helps showcase and share with the community their
diversity in culture as well as their similarities.
One of Unidad Hispanoamericana’s biggest events
is the Miss Unidad Hispanoamericana pageant. The
participants in the pageant are young women elected
by their social clubs or sponsors to represent their
respective Latin American and/or Caribbean countries.
The contestants are expected to be knowledgeable about
their countries, perform a traditional folkloric dance,
speak the Spanish language, and above all, represent their
countries with grace and respect. The contestant chosen
by a panel of judges as Miss Unidad Hispanoamericana
will be the embodiment of what the Latin American/
Caribbean community represents and will be expected
to share its pride and heritage.

President Arrechavala noted that he expresses
Hablemos Claro KTV-76 – Hispanic TV programs with
thanks for the vote of confidence in the leadership of topics of interest to the community, every Wednesday at
the organization and is sure that working collectively 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information
they will not only achieve the various objectives of the and program schedules go to www.kenner.la.us and click
organization but also create a bigger and diversified on the KTV 76 logo.
organization.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – 4312 Florida
For more information on how to become an associate Avenue. Numerous events are being offered such as
member, or if you represent a Latin American Civic The Pro Bono Project, a free legal consultation on civil
Club and would like to participate in the social/ cultural matters, an after school youth program, ESL, bingo and
events, please call 466-1483 or 251-3264.
Spanish classes among others. For information call 469Community announcements
2571. 
July 14 – Asociación Nicaragüense de Louisiana
I leave you with this thought: “It is amazing what you
(ANDELA), general meeting and planning of Tope de can accomplish if you do not care who gets the credit!”
Santo Domingo on August 14. For information call 466Rafael E. Saddy is public relations officer of the Latin
1483 or 464-4619.
American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL). Email
July 22 – Unidad Hispanoamericana, inauguration of Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence for
newly elected board of directors. For information call LACAL can be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA
466-1483 or 251-3264
70064-0284.
July 30 – Latin American
Civic
Association
of
Louisiana
(LACAL),
general
meeting
and
Hispanic heritage month
planning. For information
call 464-4619 or 258-6003.
July 21 – Hispanic
BY SHARON SOLOMON
Chamber of Commerce
Our city’s revenue counts heavily
July begins a
of Louisiana network
on
sales taxes so let’s eat in Kenner
new
fiscal
year
meeting. For information
in
Kenner
with
a
newly
inaugurated
restaurants
and show our support
on time and venue call
mayor, Mike Yenni, taking over from for the seafood industry and our
885-4262.
our wonderful past mayor, Ed Muniz, city. Some of the greatest seafood
on July 1 2010. The Kenner Convention restaurants are in Kenner, so you
and Visitors Bureau looks forward to need not leave to get a great meal.
the next four years of leadership from
Spend your money at The Esplanade
Mayor Yenni and our ever faithful and mall and shop at our local small
hardworking council members, police businesses. Kenner stores offer just
about everything you need right here.
chief and fire chief.
As I write this, our Gulf is infiltrated
If you are in need of some
with oil, our seafood industry is in peril suggestions on how to keep your
and tourism is down due to the trickledown money in Kenner, call me at 464effect. Let’s do our part locally by eating 9494. 
our great Louisiana seafood in Kenner
Sharon Solomon is the marketing
and spending our money in Kenner director for the Kenner Convention
instead of someplace else. Right now, our and Visitors Bureau, located at 2100
seafood is checked and re-checked and Third Street in Rivertown. Sharon
our loyal Kenner seafood restaurants, or Solomon can be reached at 464-9494,
any restaurants for that matter, will not via email at kennercvb@aol.com or
serve tainted seafood.
at www.kennercvb.com.

Tourism

Knights of Columbus
love Kenner

Turner

(continued from page 10)

be diligent in to research and know what
kind of company you are dealing with
and you will be successful in finding the
best “deal” for your situation.
Finally, it is wise to get some kind of
warranty when purchasing a pre-owned
vehicle. One may be offered with the car
when purchased. If not, then ask about
buying an extended service plan which
should really save you money in the long
run. When buying a used vehicle from a
private party, many people do not realize
it is possible to purchase a warranty for
most cars. Check the Internet for price
and coverage. 

Doug Turner is president of Deal’n
Doug’s Autoplex, which stocks all types
of vehicles, cars, trucks, SUVs and vans
priced from $5,000 to $25,000, located
at 6900 Veterans Boulevard in Metairie.
Turner, in the automobile business
for over 30 years and an twelve year
member of the Better Business Bureau,
was recently appointed by Governor
Bobby Jindal to the board of the
Louisiana Used Vehicle Commission,
which licenses and oversees the used
vehicle industry in Louisiana. Turner
can be reached at 887-3131 or online at
dylandouglas57@yahoo.com.
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Crouere

(continued from page 5)

a conservative Governor like Bobby
Jindal supported the legislative projects
while a New Orleans Democrat like
LaFonta opposed the $30 million in
spending. According to Wootan, “little
Bobby turns liberal, LaFonta turns
conservative.”
To balance the budget, legislators
raided $200 million from the state’s
“Rainy Day” fund. This fund has
been tapped for the last two years by
legislators looking to ease budgetary
pain. This propensity to take the
easy path is quite unfortunate. The

U-verse

(continued from page 1)

by all city ordinances, including those
involving landscaping, and after obtaining
the necessary permits required by the city.
AT&T officials say their sales personnel
will be in Kenner neighborhoods later this
month. AT&T’s existing retail office at 819
West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner will
be adding U-verse TV, their new video
offering for television, to their product line
of services.
“U-verse TV is technologically better
than what our competitors are offering,” said
Sonia Perez, president of AT&T Louisiana.
“U-verse TV is today’s modern technology
while the cable technology offered by our
competitors is more than 50 years old.”
She said that AT&T plans to bundle
U-verse TV along with telephone and
Internet services in its marketing plan to
take on Cox Communications, which has
been Kenner’s only cable TV provider.
Under the agreement being ratified by
the Kenner City Council, AT&T will pay
Kenner 5 ½ percent of its gross revenues
in return for the privilege of installing its
boxes in Kenner neighborhoods. Cox
Communications pays five percent of its
gross revenues to Kenner.
From a technical standpoint, AT&T
U-verse TV is a fiber to node technology,
meaning the phone company deploys the
service to a terminal in the neighborhood.
Then, the existing copper lines installed in
the neighborhood carry the signal the rest
of the way to the customers’ home. Perez
said AT&T is already offering the service
in Baton Rouge, Terrebonne Parish and
Lafourche Parish. The Jefferson Parish
Council recently approved a similar pact
with AT&T on March 24, 2010.
Kenner District 4 Councilwoman Maria
DeFrancesch said once she found out
AT&T was installing boxes which would
enable AT&T to market television service
to its customers, she brought it to the city’s
attention. She said, “Our attorneys then
began negotiating with AT&T. The new
contract that was negotiated for that service
includes a detailed permitting process
and will bring new revenue to the city.
Competition is good and often results in
prices going down for the services being

offered. Hopefully, it will also result in
better service for the people of Kenner
not only from AT&T but also from Cox,
DirectTV and Dish Network.”
Keith Conley, the city attorney for
Kenner, said the agreement with the
Council holds AT&T to a high standard of
excellence. He said AT&T agrees not to
install its boxes except when specifically
authorized by Kenner’s Code Enforcement
Department. Kenner will also have the
right to audit AT&T’s books pertaining to
its business in the city.
“We will be very competitive pricewise to other companies in this business,”
said Perez. She said AT&T will offer TV
packages that allow consumers to contract
to receive 110 channels or 220 channels.
Perez said that U-verse TV is interactive,
allowing AT&T clients to program their
TV set to provide them customized weather
reports for Kenner as well as increased HD
reception. “I think Kenner residents will be
delighted to find that the market has become
competitive in every detail. In particular, I
think Kenner consumers will find our prices
competitive and the programming we offer
much more diverse than our competitors.
They will also be pleased by our ability to
bundle high-speed Internet service and the
highest quality phone service.”
AT&T’s U-verse technology allows for
more flexibility within a home network.
All the U-verse receivers in the home –
no matter what room they are in – are
connected on the same high-speed home
network, which allows shows recorded
from a DVR to be watched on any TV in
the house. Gaming consoles, laptops and
other devices can be connected to a home
network. TVs, PCs, home phones and
wireless devices can integrated to all work
together.
Perez said AT&T will also provide
Kenner with an access channel for local
programming, just as Cox Communications
does, so Kenner residents will be able to
view K-TV.
To see if you qualify for U-verse service
go to www.uverse.att.com or call 466-2081.


“Rainy Day” fund was not designed
to give legislators an excuse to keep
government spending intact. It is a fund
that is supposed to be reserved for true
emergencies.
Legislators also passed a bill giving
colleges and universities the ability to
raise tuition up to ten percent. Again, this
will allow the colleges and universities
to handle the tough financial times
ahead, but it will place another burden
on struggling parents.
In a major political development,
the legislators ended party primaries
for federal elections starting in 2012.
This bill was passed despite opposition
from both of the state’s political party
organizations and the vast majority of
the congressional delegation. Starting
in 2012, all elections in Louisiana
will be open primaries, in which all
candidates run in the primary election
and if no one reaches 50 percent of the
vote, the top two candidates, regardless
of party affiliation, will meet in the runoff election.
In a major victory for good government
activists, the legislature repealed a $15
increase in the cost of issuing a state
driver’s license. This increase to $36
was instituted without legislative or
public approval. The extra $13 million

that was supposed to be generated
from this increase was allocated to the
state police to restore budget cuts. By
the end of the session, the state police
was able to secure additional funding,
making the fee increase unnecessary as
well as politically unpopular.
By the end of the session, 1,065
bills were passed by the legislature,
including
five
constitutional
amendments. Already about one-third
of these bills have become law and the
vast majority of the remaining bills will
also receive the governor’s signature.
While there were some positive
developments, overall, this session was
a lost opportunity for the type of real
reform that Louisiana needs. 
Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans
and his Louisiana based television
program, “Ringside Politics,” airs
at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00
p.m. Sundays on PBS television station
WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00
a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on
radio station WGSO 990 AM in New
Orleans and the north shore. Crouere
is a political analyst for WGNO-TV
ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at
www.ringsidepolitics.com or email
Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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districts throughout the state. This
funding supports groups such as nonprofit organizations and museums,
as well as festivals and other special
events. In a climate of massive budget
cuts to health care and education, some
legislators were upset that any of these
legislative projects were included in
the budget. State Representative Juan
LaFonta (D-New Orleans) said that
the process “stinks.” His criticism was
noted by his House colleague state
Representative Ernest Wootan (R-Belle
Chasse). Wootan said it was ironic that
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Katz

Sign-waving

(continued from page 5)

(continued from page 1)

at the airport. The panel also had
ideas about marketing Rivertown to
the film industry and encouraging
the development of Laketown with
restaurants, marinas and a water
slide. More code enforcement
sweeps, cracking down on loitering
with tougher laws, stronger more
comprehensive zoning requirements
and consolidating playgrounds to
match populations were also among
the team’s ideas.
As evidenced by the transition team
he assembled, the fact is that Yenni is
the kind of guy who stirs up optimism
and has surrounded himself with
people that say whatever the goal may
be, there is a way to accomplish it.
Yenni’s admirers say that his greatest
asset is that his critics completely
underestimate just how smart he is,
how determined he is and the political
wisdom his good genes have brought
him.
Can Yenni work with the City

Council? Can Yenni pull together
a civic and business consensus – a
key element Muniz said he could
not accomplish? Can the Yenni
administration and the council agree
on how to solve the city’s financial
woes?
At this moment, no one knows the
answers to those questions. But that’s
the test that has been thrust into the
hands of young Mike Yenni. It appears
he is ready to work cooperatively with
the council and the council is ready to
work with him. A challenge will be to
build coalitions within the community
that will want to work with him on
solutions to the grievous problems
that are at hand. But I think Yenni
and the current seasoned council will
find a way together to solve the city’s
financial woes.
All and all, with this mayor and this
council, I think the city is in good
hands to deal with a bad situation.
Let’s see what the future holds. 
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dozens of businesses started to litter
our medians,” said Stagni.
“We have never had a panhandlerlook in Kenner and Councilman
Stagni and I agree that it should not
begin now,” said Zahn.
It was for safety reasons that Zahn
added an amendment to the ordinance
banning the waving of political signs
at intersections. The political signwaving has become a staple of politics
not only in Kenner but in New Orleans
and Jefferson Parish. Zahn said he
has seen many political sign wavers
who have come too close to vehicles
thereby creating an unsafe driving
experience for Kenner residents.
“There are many reasons to ban
advertising and sign-waving on
public property at any time,” said
Zahn. “We have always taken pride

in the appearance of Kenner and the
human billboards detract from the
looks of our major streets. There
have been many instances of persons
carrying advertising, waving signs
or dressing in costumes meant to
distract motorists that have placed
all involved in potential danger. A
tragedy could occur and none of us
want that.” Zahn also said that signwaving companies are getting away
with an unfair advantage over the
Kenner businesses who have followed
the city’s laws, gotten permits and
paid for permanent signage that is
aesthetically pleasing to the city and
they needed to be stopped.
The ordinance should become law
on July 5, 2010 and persons breaking
the law can be fined $500 or sentenced
to six months in jail. 

Zahn

(continued from page 1)

with any help we needed. I know the
landlords who own blighted properties
don’t like me,” said Zahn. “But if they
did like me, I wouldn’t be doing my job.”
Part of the answer to Kenner’s
existing financial problems Zahn
said is attracting new businesses to
the community that will increase the
city’s sales tax revenues. “Business
development grows out of solid
residential development that attracts
middle to upper-income families,”
said Zahn. “But what family wants
to move into a neighborhood filled
with declining properties? That’s why
code enforcement sweeps including
the police department and the fire
department are so important. If you
don’t set a standard of excellence, it
impacts the quality of life in the entire
community.”
Zahn also plans to work on
beautification projects, improvements
to recreation facilities and Laketown.
He said he is the only councilman to
spend district funds on security cameras
at playgrounds and pocket parks. He
is excited about the pier that is to be
completed in Laketown in the next
couple of months and improvements
to District 3 playgrounds and gyms.
A graduate of John Curtis Christian
School and the University of New
Orleans, Zahn and his wife Dawn have
two children, Ben IV and daughter,
Patricia “Blake.” He is the owner
and operator of Zahn’s Florals, Plants
and Decorating, an offshoot of floral
businesses in Kenner started by his
grandfather in the 1930s.
“When my grandfather opened floral
greenhouses in Kenner in 1937 he had
a vision that Kenner would become a
major force in the metro area. Over

the years as Kenner developed my
grandfather was proven right and I,
having lived here over 20 years, have
also watched the city grow and have
appreciated all Kenner has to offer,”
said Zahn. “Throughout the years
Kenner has been guided by the right
leadership to become the sixth largest
city in the state and I believe with the
new mayor and our current council we
will be able to guide the city to reach
its fullest potential.”
“Kenner is a great city,” said Zahn,
who has been heavily involved in civic
and government organizations for over
ten years. “But, we can’t rest on our
accomplishments because the current
fiscal crisis tells us that the minute
you relax, problems follow. I think
we ought to take a leaf from the book
of Jefferson Parish and emulate the
beautification work they’re doing at
Severn Avenue, Causeway Boulevard
and Veterans Boulevard. We need
to be much more aggressive in
improving the looks and infrastructure
of our community and we also need
to reach out to let businesses know
that we want them here. We can offer
them an environment of growth and
development. I’m very optimistic
about the next four years and I am
excited about all the positive things
that are in the planning stages or have
begun.”
“Since I have held office, I, along
with the administration, council and
police chief, have worked tirelessly
to help Kenner grow as a community
where our families can enjoy a special
quality of life. And , I believe the
governmental teamwork we have seen
over the past four years will continue,”
said Zahn. 
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Outstanding Kenner employees for May 2010 named Kenner honors outstanding employees for April 2010
The department directors for the city of Kenner met June 16, 2010, and Shantel
Miller, a program coordinator for the department of community development was
presented a certificate designating her as Kenner outstanding employee for May
2010 by then-Mayor Ed Muniz and Community Development Director Arleeta
Terrell. Miller was cited for her forward thinking and ability to work with little or
no supervision, while offering advice and instructions to co-workers. Miller was
praised for trying to improve her work performance and productivity and, in a short
time, learning federal regulations that govern department programs. She manages
housing and utility assistance programs, coordinates “Night Out Against Crime”
and energy awareness projects and effectively responds to citizen needs. 

Yenni

(continued from page 1)

Yenni is feeding off the optimism and
enthusiasm of his transition team, headed
by Dennis DeMarco and Robert Lambert.
“We have a great transition team that,
despite Kenner’s financial problems, is
incredibly enthusiastic and optimistic
about the city’s future,” said Yenni. “I
hope that I can keep them together. They
have wonderful ideas and aren’t at all
pessimistic, even while acknowledging
that we face some pretty significant
challenges. They were so eager and had
so much to say that I had to put a twohour limit on their meetings because they
would have kept going until 3:00 a.m. in
the morning. The most important point
that they made is that Kenner was and is
a great city, the sixth largest in Louisiana.
We have an excellent police department
and fire department, our City Hall workers
are dedicated and among the very best in
the Gulf South. The residents of Kenner
really love this city and want to see it
flourish. We have so much going for us.”
At times, Yenni’s thoughts turn to his
late grandfather, Joe Yenni who was an
educator, a football coach, a great mayor of
Kenner and a distinguished, incorruptible
Jefferson Parish President, who helped
clean up a sewerage scandal.
“During Ed Muniz’ time as mayor,
when some quandary would arise that
called upon the mayor to make some big
decision that had ethical considerations,
he would turn to me and ask, ‘What would

Joe Yenni do?’And, between us and others
members of the administration who knew
my grandfather, we’d figure out what Joe
Yenni – a man of incredible honesty and
integrity – would have done and that is
what Mayor Muniz would do.’”
Yenni said he plans to use the same
yardstick during his time as mayor of
Kenner. “There will be lots of occasions,
I know, when the I’ll ask myself and my
staff the question, ‘What would Joe Yenni
do?’ I hope that I can meet the same
standard of ethical behavior and integrity
for which my grandfather was famous.”
Yenni, recently engaged to be married to
Michele Swanner, goes into his first term
knowing how tough the challenges are but
believing that his optimism, his willingness
to work out ethical compromises and the
excellent administrative team he has
inherited from former Mayor Muniz will
carry him and the city through to victory.
“I’m a very optimistic and enthusiastic
person who always surrounds myself
with optimists who refuse to accept
defeat and never give up,” said Yenni. “I
believe with all my heart in the greatness
of Kenner and I think we’re going to
come up with answers to the questions
that face us that will earn the support of
our community. My expectation is that
in a couple of years, the emphasis will
be not on Kenner’s challenges but on the
wonderful place that Kenner is to live,
work and raise a family.” 

On May 19, 2010, during a city director’s meeting, Kenner Chief Exeutive Officer
Mike Yenni (left) presented certificates of achievement to Patricia Carreca of the
Community Services Department and James Mohamad of the Code Enforcement
Department designating them as outstanding employees of April, 2010. Carreca,
who handles school field trips and camps at Rivertown museums, the Children’s
Castle and Planetarium, was cited for her dedication, always being on time and
knowing how to perform and promote projects properly and in a timely manner.
Mohamad was described as an exceptional worker with a good personality and who
performed many distasteful tasks without question, became a team player and who,
on his own, sought training that resulted in his earning eight certifications in four
years in the areas of residential and commercial building, plumbing, mechanical
and electrical inspection. 
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