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Citizens to vote on Kenner Police
and Fire Department funding
By ALLAN KATZ

The stage is set for what could be the most
important tax election in Kenner history. Mayor
Michael S. Yenni, along with the police chief and fire
department, are asking voters to approve property
tax increases that would generate $8 million in
annual dedicated funding for the police department
and the fire department.
Yenni is asking Kenner
voters to switch the city’s
police and fire departments
from a dependency on
sales taxes to a dependence
on more predictable, less
volatile property taxes.
Acting on Yenni’s proposal
at its December 16, 2010
meeting, the Kenner City
Council voted 4-3 to place
the choice on an April 2,
2011 ballot for voters to decide. If the millages pass
they will be levied for the year 2011 and will be due
at the end of the year 2011.
“I understand that many people believe my
proposal is very controversial,” Mayor Yenni
said. “I hope they will come to understand how
important a proper funding base is for the police
and fire services. When I ran for mayor, I said
that my first priority would be to solidly fund the
police department and the fire department. That is
what I am proposing to do. The existing method
for funding police and fire protection, coupled with
the current national recession and our dependence
on sales taxes that have dried up, means our police
department and fire department are in serious crisis.
Our police department has gone from 187 officers
to 152 officers and does not have funding to replace
equipment much less plan for the future. Our fire
department responds to
continued on page 27
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Huge government fines avoided
by implementation of sewer fees
By ALLAN KATZ

The average Kenner residential household will
see their monthly sewer bill rise to $16.04 in 2011, an
increase from monthly sewer bills of $10.81 during
2010.
The information about the increase is drawn
from a presentation used by Kenner Mayor Michael
S. Yenni during his recent “State of the City” address.
The increase in sewer bills grows out of a
determination by state and federal environmental
agencies that Kenner has virtually ignored a
constantly deteriorating sewer crisis for more than
20 years. The state Department of Environmental
Quality and the federal Environmental Protection
Agency has threatened fines of $50,000 per day if the
Kenner sewerage system

continued on page 26

Target to open in August,
movie theater in early 2012
By ALLAN KATZ

Plans to significantly
upgrade The Esplanade
shopping
mall
are
moving forward with
completion of a longawaited Target store set

District 4 Coucilwoman
Maria DeFrancesch

for August 2011 while
the Solomon Group
is pushing for final
approval of a 14-screen
theater that would open
in the spring of 2012.
Kenner District 4
Councilwoman Maria
DeFrancesch is elated
by the progress and
optimistic that another
big announcement may
be forthcoming.
She said that in
continued on page 26

Kenner’s Purchasing Department responsible for spending city’s dollars
By ALLAN KATZ

The city of Kenner Purchasing
Department is one of the key departments
in city government with responsibility
for all purchase orders, expenditures for
purchases, public bids and requests for
proposals.
The
purchasing
department,
headed by Brenda Campos since 2007,

administers contracts with companies
doing business with Kenner. Purchasing
also is responsible for providing the
supplies and services that city departments
require to do their jobs. The department
also reviews the bids from companies
seeking to do business with Kenner to
continued on page 21

Kenner appoints new internal auditor

Natalie Newton

On December 3, 2010, Mayor Michael S. Yenni
announced the appointment of Natalie Newton as the
city’s new internal auditor, filling a post that had been
vacant since July, 2010.
Newton is a graduate of The University of
Mississippi with a bachelor’s degree in business
administration and major in managerial finance. She
is a registered member of the Institute of Internal
continued on page 26
Auditors.

Mayor Yenni clarifies Kenner employee layoffs

In a letter to city council members dated
December 8, 2010, Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni
clarified his action within the previous 24 hours to
reduce the city work force by cutting the number of
employees at the city museums and the Council on
Aging.
Yenni said the action was necessitated by the
need to be more efficient and because the level of
sales tax revenues was not high enough to justify
spending for services that are not in heavy demand.
Yenni’s letter was hand delivered to city council
offices and it said: “Although the sales tax revenues
have increased slightly this year, the increase still is
not at the level we need, and the city still is facing
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a serious financial situation, therefore, I regret to
inform you that I have to initiate a Reduction in Force
(RIF).
“This RIF will be confined to the Community
Services Department. The current level of operations
and maintenance of these facilities (city museums)
is an inefficient use of taxpayer funds. Therefore, I
am announcing an “Appointment only” operation of
the museums. This will cater to our largest segment
of users, which is school groups, this will allow the
city to close the museums when there are virtually
no customers or activity in the museums and reduce
the number of personnel assigned to that department.
This is simply a more efficient and viable way to

Brenda Campos

KPRD

2011 Leisure Service
Winter/Spring Programs

See Center Pull-Out Section

operate, especially when you consider the slow
recovery of our economy.”
Yenni added that the RIF will also include the
Council on Aging section of Community Services,
because a comparison of Kenner’s Council on Aging
services with other Council on Aging operations in
adjacent communities showed Kenner’s was not as
efficient.
“Unincorporated Jefferson Parish has a millage
dedicated to funding senior citizens services,” the
mayor said. “In spite of this dedicated funding,
these centers are not staffed with the same number
of full-time personnel found in our Kenner Council
continued on page 23
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your life.
your health.

Come join Olympic hopeful
Alice Ford for a 1-mile jog
in City Park to jump start
your 2011 Fitness Program
on Saturday, January 8 at
10am in front of the New
Orleans Museum of Art.
After the jog, get great
information on fitness,
nutrition and healthy
events throughout January
and February, like these:
Saturday, January 8
1-mile Fitness Jog
New Orleans City Park
Wednesday, January 12
Whole Foods Tour:
Maximizing Heart Health

Alice Ford
Olympic Hopeful and
Healthy Lifestyles Host

Saturday, January 15
Crescent City Classic
Training Walk/Run
Audubon Park
Friday, January 28
Healthy Lifestyles Social
Sid-Mar’s Restaurant

Events are for Healthy
Lifestyles Members only.
To register for these events,
or to join Healthy Lifestyles,
call EJGH HealthFinder:

504-456-5000

East Jefferson General Hospital

www.ejgh.org
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Join Us For An
Experience That’s
OUT OF THIS WORLD!

The Planets

Join Us For An
Narrated by Star Trek’s Kate Mulgrew (Captain Janeway), The
Experience That’s
Planets provides a spectacular tour of our Solar System and
Join
Us
For
An
OUT OF THIS WORLD!
beyond! Witness the formation of our Solar System, explore the
Experience That’s
OUT OF THIS WORLD!
planets and their moons, and search the night sky for distant stars,

Narrated by Star Trek’s Kate Mulgrew (Captain Janeway),
The Planets provides a spectacular tour of our Solar System
and beyond! Witness the formation of our Solar System,
explore the planets and their moons, and search the night
Narrated by Star Trek’s Kate Mulgrew (Captain Janeway),
sky for distant stars, nebulae, and galaxies. Audiences will
The Planets provides a spectacular tour of our Solar System
be amazed by the stunning imagery and up close views of
and beyond! Witness the formation of our Solar System,
The Planets!
explore the planets and their moons, and search the night
Narrated by Star
Trek’s
Kate
Mulgrew
(Captain
Janeway),
sky for
distant
stars,
nebulae,
and galaxies.
Audiences will
The Planets provides
a spectacular
tour ofimagery
our Solar
Running time: 37 minutes
be amazed
by the stunning
andSystem
up close views of
and beyond! Witness the formationThe
of our
Solar System,
Planets!
explore the planets and their moons, and search the night
sky for distant stars, nebulae,Running
and galaxies.
Audiences
will
time: 37 minutes
be amazed by the stunning imagery and up close views of
Dive 12,000 feet below the surface of the ocean to join
The Planets!
scientists in the search for mysterious and elusive sea
creatures! Audiences will marvel at mystifying underwater
Running time: 37 minutes
habitats and explore ancient sea species in a journey from the
Dive 12,000 feet below the surface of the ocean to join
dramatic depths of the sea to the far reaches of space!
scientists in the search for mysterious and elusive sea
creatures! Audiences will marvel at mystifying underwater
Running time: 45 minutes
habitats and explore ancient sea species in a journey from the
Dive 12,000 feet
belowdepths
the surface
thetoocean
join of space!
dramatic
of theofsea
the fartoreaches
scientists in the search for mysterious and elusive sea
creatures! Audiences will marvel
at mystifying
Running
time: 45 underwater
minutes
habitats and explore ancient sea species in a journey from the
dramatic depths of the sea to the far reaches of space!

nebulae, and galaxies. Audiences will be amazed by the stunning
imagery and up close views of The Planets!

Saturday - 3 p.m.

Laser Pop

Party to a mix of today’s most popular musical artists in this
dazzling display of color and light. Laser animations bring to life
Running time: 45 minutes
opular musical artists in this dazzling display of color and light. Laser
s from Justin Timberlake, Rihanna, Miley Cyrus, Maroon 5, and more.
selections from Justin Timberlake, Rihanna, Miley Cyrus, Maroon
This show is sure to have you poppin’!
Running time: 30 minutes Party to a mix of today’s most popular musical artists in this dazzling display of color and light. Laser
5, and more. This show is sure to have you poppin’!
animations bring to life selections from Justin Timberlake, Rihanna, Miley Cyrus, Maroon 5, and more.

ASER POP

LASER POP
LASER POP
This show is sure to have you poppin’!

Admission:

Running
30 display
minutesof color and light. Laser
Party to aE-mail
mix of
today’s most popular
musical
artists
in thistime:
dazzling
iday 10 people or more
rgaitan@kenner.la.us
or call
504-468-7231
animations
life selections
from rates.
Justin Timberlake, Rihanna, Miley Cyrus, Maroon 5, and more.
forbring
more to
information
and group
Schedule:
Admission:
This
show is sure to have you poppin’!

ervations.

:00 am and 1:00 pm

:00 pm

2 Noon

rth Street

Appointment
Only: Tuesday
thru
Friday
people
or more
Adults
$6.00Running
per show
time:1030
minutes
Children/Seniors
$5.00 per show
Call 504-468-7231 for reservations.
Schedule:

Saturday - 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

E-mail rgaitan@kenner.la.us or call 504-468-7231
for more information and group rates.

Admission:
Multi-show packages available
Adults
$6.00 per show
E-mail rgaitan@kenner.la.us
or call 504-468-7231
Children/Seniors
$5.00 per show
*Seniors 60 and over
for more information and group rates.
Volcanoes offor
thereservations.
Deep Sea: 11:00 am and 1:00 pm
Call 504-468-7231

Public:
Saturday Only
AppointmentGeneral
Only:
*ChildrenTuesday
2-12 years thru Friday 10 people or more
SHOW SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!

The Planets:
Saturday Only

General Public:

Kenner, Louisiana 70062

Multi-show packages available

2:00 pm

Adults
*Children 2-12$6.00
years per show
*Seniors 60 and$5.00
over per show
Children/Seniors

www.rivertownkenner.com

Pop:Sea:
Volcanoes ofLaser
the Deep
504-468-7231

Noon
11:00 am and12
1:00
pm

The Planets:

2:00 pm

Laser Pop:

12 Noon

SHOW SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!

Kenner Planetarium 2020 Fourth Street

*Children
2-12 years 70062
Kenner,
Louisiana
*Seniors 60 and over

504-468-7231

MegaDome Cinema

Dive 12,000 feet below the surface of the ocean to join scientists in the
search for mysterious and elusive sea creatures!
www.rivertownkenner.com
Audiences will marvel at mystifying underwater habitats and
explore ancient sea species in a journey from the dramatic depths of the
sea to the far reaches of space!

Multi-show packages available

Kenner Planetarium 2020 Fourth Street

www.rivertownkenner.com

SHOW SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!

Kenner, Louisiana 70062

504-468-7231

Saturday - Noon and 2 p.m.

JANUARY 2011
January 1
CASTLE CLOSED
Happy New Year
January 8
GLEN GHIRARDI
Magical Entertainer
“WINTER MAGIC”
January 15
THE PORTA PUPPET PLAYERS
present
“IF THE SHOE FITS...”
Come meet Cinderella and hear her
magical story

January 22
A PORTA PUPPET PRODUCTION
FAIRY GODMOTHER “MERRILY
POP”
presents
“FAIRY GODMOTHER GRABBAG”
Stories, comedy, & plenty of fun
January 29
IRWIN ROYES
The World’s Smallest Magician
“ABRACADABRA MAGIC SHOW”

SATURDAYS ONLY
11:30 AM • $5 per person
For More Information on any Rivertown Event, please call 504-468-7231 or visit:
www.rivertownkenner.com

Open to the general public
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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From the Editor
Clear the decks, the April 2 election on property millages will be
huge and will affect city services, regardless of outcome
BY ALLAN KATZ

Let’s
give
Kenner
Mayor
Michael S. Yenni
credit for guts.
Yenni
is
barely into the beginning of his first term
of public office and he is calling for, along
with the support of Police Chief Steve
Caraway and the majority of the City
Council, an $8 million property millage
proposal dedicated to solidly funding
the yearly budgets of the police and fire
departments. April 2 is a long way from
tomorrow and Yenni and his supporters
have their work cut out for them. With
the backing of the police chief and the
majority of the City Council, I think
voters will take Yenni very seriously and
at least listen to what he has to say.
Who wants to pay more taxes?
No one. What Yenni is asking is that
people have faith in him and Caraway
as visionary leaders who have studied
the issues and have come up with what
they think is the best possible solution
to an enormous financial problem that

January 2011

and inadequate funding of the police and
fire departments. Changes made six years
ago by the city’s administration reduced
the police department dedicated monies
by $1.5 million annually.
In the past four years the
administrations and City Council have
used up all unspent monies set aside for
other projects to shore up the police and
fire department budgets so both could
function at minimal standards. But now
there is nothing left to poach.
Chief Caraway says it’s impossible to
properly plan for equipment replacement,
to plan for hiring and to run a police
department efficiently when the revenues
funding it fluctuate from year to year.
He says the decrease in funding due to
lower sales tax collections alone will
definitely affect crime fighting in Kenner.
Fire Chief Hellmers says his department
has saved 14 heart attack victims in the
last two years but with an unstable and
reduced budget his department will have
to cut back and may not be able to go
out on medical emergencies and save
such victims. How many people could
possibly die because of a shortage of fire
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they – and the citizens of Kenner – have
inherited – the unstable funding for the
police and fire departments.
In the past, Kenner seemed to have
no need to raise property taxes to bring its
millage rates up to par with surrounding
cities. At times in the last 20 years there
was enough airport, casino and shopping
mall revenue that the City Council
wouldn’t begin to entertain asking voters
to increase their property taxes. The city
in effect even subsidized resident’s sewer
bills, charging less than the actual costs
of providing the service. The Kenner
Recreation Department was superb. Small
wonder that a previous administration,
enormously proud of what had been
accomplished here, labeled Kenner
“America’s city.” Bringing property tax
rates in line with other cities was not
given a thought.
But, what goes up can also go down.
The current recession, the end of which
cannot be foreseen, has wiped out much of
the influx of airport money, casino money
and shopping mall money. But the biggest
issue, one that Yenni has steadfastly from
day one said needs fixing, is the unstable
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Louisiana loses again

and police budget money? How many
lives will be affected?
Of course no one wanted to increase
property taxes when the city was flush
with revenue, but will they now that
the city’s finances are in such dire need
of restructuring? Kenner residents can
surely come up with reasons, including
not being able to afford any tax increases,
to not want to vote for Yenni’s proposals.
A council member told me he was
elected to be a steward of the people’s
money and to represent the city, the
people and their interests. In these times
he says he has no choice but to support
Yenni’s property tax millage proposals
dedicating money to the police and fire
departments as his constituents will feel
the effects if he does not. To do less would
not be honoring what he was elected to do
and will lower the quality of life for all
Kenner citizens.
As it stands, Kenner faces the grim
possibility of bankruptcy. What a disaster
that would be.
What are the chances that Mayor
Yenni, Police Chief Caraway, Fire Chief
continued on page 18

Political Review

BY JEFF CROUERE
A f t e r
spending months
compiling data,
the U.S. Census
Bureau recently
unveiled
the
nation’s official population statistics.
This report is made every decade and
is a snapshot of the nation’s population.
Once again, the report showed the state
of Louisiana had very anemic population
growth in the last decade, while most
other Southern states enjoyed massive
increases in population.
In the last ten years, the nation’s
population grew by 9.7 percent to 308
million people. The biggest growth
occurred in the south and west in states such
as Texas, Florida, Arizona and Georgia.
Meanwhile, Louisiana’s population grew
only 1.4 percent to 4.5 million people.
As a result, we are the only Southern
state to lose a congressional seat, which
will be devastating for Louisiana. Our
citizens will have less representation in
Congress, which will translate into fewer
federal dollars and projects in the state. In
a state that is vulnerable to flood damage,
hurricanes and coastal erosion, the loss
of a congressional seat is extremely bad
news.

Of course, politicians will blame
the massive population exodus after
Hurricane Katrina for the poor report,
but, in reality, Louisiana has faced
stagnant population growth for decades.
Just twenty years ago, Louisiana had
eight members in the U.S. House of
Representatives. After the 1990 census,
we lost a congressional seat and a mere
twenty years later, we are losing another
one. In the last two decades, Louisiana’s
congressional delegation has declined
by an astounding 25 percent. In contrast,
states such as Georgia and Texas are
continually adding to their congressional
delegation.
The state’s population problems
extend back to the early 1970s. At the
time, the state’s premier city, New
Orleans, had a population over 600,000
and competed with cities such as Atlanta
and Houston. In the last forty years, those
cities have experienced massive growth,
while New Orleans has lost 300,000
people. While many people moved to the
suburbs, many others left the state in the
search of better economic opportunities.
Today, Atlanta and Houston have
international airports and corporate
headquarters, while New Orleans has a
small airport and only one Fortune 500

corporate headquarters. While citizens
of the Crescent City have a strong sense
of pride, a resilient spirit and love living
in the most unique city in America, the
city has not been able to recover its lost
population. Fortunately, New Orleans
has a new mayor, police chief and
district attorney and is moving in the
right direction, but it will take years of
hard work to change perceptions and
population trends.
There are many reasons the
population of New Orleans and the entire
state has not grown. Of course there is
too much violent crime, an anti-business
tax climate, long standing corruption, a
politics as usual system of government
and a bad national image to name a few.
Politicians have given lip service to
this issue for years, but they have been
unwilling to make real changes.
The time for meaningless rhetoric is
over; now is the time to take action. On the
state level, the legislature needs to pass
laws creating a much better environment
for doing business. It is too difficult to
make a profit in Louisiana. Our business
taxes and personal income taxes are too
high. It is hard to compete with states
such as Texas and Florida which do not
continued on page 17
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New revenues for police and fire
BY MICHAEL S.YENNI
Kenner Mayor
The time for
grabbing
onetime
monies
to
keep
the
Police and Fire
Departments afloat is over – there is no
more funding available that we can go to
for a quick fix.
The city administration recognized
some four years ago that one-time
sources of revenue were going to dry up.
Some officials apparently thought that if
we used that kind of revenue just once
or just twice, that the world economy
would bounce back and we’d be out of
the woods by now.
As we all know, the economy has not
bounced back; we’re still in the woods,
and very much in need of a new revenue
source for the police and fire services – a
revenue source that is more stable than
sales taxes and which is dedicated to the
police and fire departments.
During the previous administration
of Ed Muniz, we accomplished a 10 per
cent across-the-board budget cut without
laying off employees. Unfortunately you
can cut only so much before you begin
to affect the level of service to the public
and the capability of the work force.

So, here we are four years later. We
are doing the layoffs that we can, and
we’ve been doing more with less or with
new technology. There are no places
to cut further without dramatically
affecting the work force and quality of
service.
As you may remember, last spring,
Police Chief Steve Caraway was faced
with the possibility of laying off 18 police
officers (from a total of 165 officers)
because there was not enough operating
funds, but money was diverted from a
capital account to get the department
through the year. The problem is you
cannot continue hitting the capital budget
for operating money without eventually
eliminating the capital budget.
The police department has no
capital budget. Yet, maintenance and
replacement costs continue to skyrocket.
City police cars are in service virtually
around the clock. Eighty percent of
those vehicles should be maintained on
a warranty plan. But only 20 percent of
them are on a warranty plan. We don’t
have dedicated capital money to cover
the other 80 percent of vehicles.
Kenner is lucky to have one of the
best-manned, well-trained and highly

Extended
Breakfast
• DINE IN OR TAKE OUT • 701 W. Esplanade location only! •
Menu
Saturday & Sunday til 3PM
Quick Breakfast

Buttermilk Biscuit with Eggs & Cheese
Buttermilk Biscuit with Eggs, Sausage & Cheese
Buttermilk Biscuit with Eggs, Grilled Ham & Cheese
Buttermilk Biscuit with Eggs, Bacon & Cheese
Croissant Filled with Eggs & Cheese
Croissant Filled with Eggs, Sausage & Cheese
Croissant Filled with Eggs, Grilled Ham & Cheese
Croissant Filled with Eggs, Bacon & Cheese

$2.95
$3.75
$3.75
$3.75
$4.75
$5.45
$5.45
$5.45

Plain with Syrup
Strawberry Waffle
Blueberry Waffle
Banana Waffle
Pecan Waffle
Apple Waffle

$4.95
$5.95
$5.95
$5.95
$5.95
$5.95

Belgian Waffles

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon-Sat 6:30 am - 8 pm
Sun - 7:00 am to 2 pm

regarded police forces in the state. Yet,
officers leave the force in five or six years
because the city cannot offer the type of
pay raises they can get in a neighboring
jurisdiction. We find ourselves losing
resources we helped train and prepare to
serve the public.
Just like the police force needs
a permanent source of dedicated and
dependable funding, the fire department
is also in need of more capital and
operating revenues. Some of Kenner’s
fire trucks are pushing 30 years of age –
twice the age when old fire trucks should
be retired. Not only are the trucks old,
so are the water pumps, generators and
other powered mechanical equipment
they carry.
We are working today to get Kenner’s
future in order. This is not a Band Aid
approach. No one knows when the
economic recession will end. However,
Kenner was affected by it earlier than
many communities – either because of
our weak method of financing and/or a
dramatic decrease in the collection of
sales taxes which made up the bulk of
our operating revenues. The result is city
workers have not received a pay raise in
two years. But, as you know, the cost of
everything has increased for the workers
as well as the city.
Currently, the Kenner Police
Department gets no property tax millage.

It receives 24 percent of undedicated
revenue, monies collected from the
riverboat casino and fines paid on traffic
tickets. In 2004 the formula was changed
and reduced.
For a solid revenue foundation, the
police department should have eight
mills for operating expenses and four
mills for capital needs – a total of 12
mills. That way, keeping 165 police
officers employed and keeping Kenner a
safe community can be assured.
The fire department now gets 7.4
mills a year, with most of it used for
operating expenses and very little of
it available for capital expenses. That
millage needs to be increased by four
mills to a total of 11.4 mills to cover
operating expenses, plus another
two mills for fire department capital
improvements – for a total of 13.4 mills.
That additional funding will help put
a total of four firefighters on each truck
when it is dispatched to a fire scene. It will
also make it possible to begin replacing
old fire trucks. Those two actions will
help keep Kenner’s fire insurance rating
at a “2” and allows us to begin working
toward a Class 1 rating, thereby, helping
to keep insurance premiums from going
up.
For someone owning a residence
valued at $150,000, the cost of the 12
continued on page 10

New beginnings

By PRAT P. REDDY
Kenner Deputy Chief Administrative Officer
of Public Works
It’s a new year but actually, for the city of Kenner, it is the
season of new beginnings for our sewer infrastructure.
On November 4, 2010, the city made great strides when
the City Council passed the sewer user rate increase to fund the
rebuilding and maintaining of the city’s entire sewer system. There are some who
have looked at this viable measure negatively, while most have seen the significant
value it holds. It has been no secret that our sewer system is in dire need of upgrading
and that the city was facing huge, crippling fines. Therefore, with this sewer user
rate increase now in place, we are able to begin moving forward in the process of
the additional upgrades necessary to repair and replace the already overburdened
lift stations, force mains, gravity sewers and the wastewater treatment plant.
Presently, the city is in the process, about to begin or in the completion phase
of many, many city-funded capital sewer projects. There are many additional
sewer improvement projects targeted for 2011 and 2012 funded by the Louisiana
Department Environmental Quality revolving loan, community development block
grants and municipal bonds. Designs are being initiated to meet the LDEQ approved
target dates for all sewer infrastructure improvements.
All of the planned sewer infrastructure improvements will place the city in
compliance with the state Department of Environmental Quality Consolidated
Compliance Order, saving the city from having to pay an estimated $16 million in
fines.
Now that is something to celebrate in the new year. 
Prat P. Reddy can be reached at 468-7515 or at preddy@kenner.la.us.
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Join the Kenner Citizen Police Academy!
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BY STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief
If you’re looking for a positive,
educational and
fun way to spend
your
evenings,
then the Kenner Police Department has a
unique opportunity for you! I invite you to
join Class 25 of the Kenner Citizen Police
Academy (KCPA), beginning Tuesday,
February 15 at 6:30 p.m. at the Kenner
Police Complex, 500 Veterans Boulevard.
The KCPA is one of our most popular
and successful programs. Dozens of
academy alumni agree that the KCPA
is a unique and amazing opportunity to
learn how the police department operates.
Enrollment in this exciting course is free!
Trainedlawenforcement professionals
certified in their specialized fields teach
the academy. Each night’s course focuses

on informative and important topics
including patrol division functions, crime
prevention, criminal investigations,
computer forensics, K-9 Unit, crime
scene procedures, criminal and domestic
violence laws, court procedures, narcotics
investigations, traffic enforcement, driver
training, physical fitness, use of police
force and self defense, gang awareness
and S.W.A.T.
You will also receive a tour of the
Kenner Police Complex and have the
opportunity to ride along with a police
officer for your own night on duty!
Upon graduating, you will have
the opportunity to stay active in the
KPD by joining the Kenner Citizen
Police Academy Alumni Association
(KCPAAA). Graduates of the Citizen
Police Academy are also eligible to apply

for membership in the Community Police
Corps program.
Being a part of the Kenner Citizen
Police Academy (KCPA) and the
Kenner Citizen Police Academy Alumni
Association is a productive way to
support the KPD and your community in
taking a proactive stance against crime.
Not only do you get to learn about the
procedures and state-of-the-art equipment
in each section of the department, but you
also form lasting friendships with fellow
citizens and the police officers who are
dedicated to serving you. The KCPA
is an opportunity to dispel myths and
understand what the police department is
really about. If you choose to be a member
of the Kenner Citizen Police Academy
Alumni Association, you can participate
in many of our special events and lead

your community in crime prevention. The
KPD holds two sessions of the KCPA per
year, one beginning in February and the
other in August, with classes meeting at
6:30 p.m. once per week for 13 weeks. I
look forward to seeing you there!
To enroll in the KCPA, you must be
at least 21 years of age, have no criminal
record and live or work in Kenner.
For more information and to fill out
an application, visit the Kenner Police
Department website at www.kennerpd.
com. If you have any additional questions,
please contact the KPD Community
Relations Division at 712-2294 or at
nguggenheim@kennerpd.com. 
Chief Caraway can be reached by
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the
Kenner Police Department website at
www.kennerpd.com.

Six Kenner Policemen graduate P.O.S.T Academy
Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway
recently announced that the Kenner
Police Department’s sixth Peace Officer
Standards and Training (P.O.S.T.)
Academy class graduated on November
30, 2010 at the Kenner Police Complex
Auditorium.
The academy, which began August
16, 2010, offers six new policemen
certification across several components

dealing with all levels of professional
police training.
The graduates are Officer Billy
Murray, Officer Michael Romano,
Officer Andrew Scott, Officer Tommy
Teague, Officer Michael Vega and
Officer Lawrence Williams.
Caraway said the applicants
accepted into the academy successfully
completed a complex and stringent

Kenner Leisure Services Division offering many new
classes in winter-spring program for adults and children
By ALLAN KATZ
More
than
1,000
like ceramics and kids in the
KPRD
Kenner adults and children
kitchen, are for adults with
2011 Leisure Service
are expected to sign up for
their kids or grandkids.
Winter/Spring Programs
a host of Leisure Services
“We really want to be
programs being offered this
innovative,” said Diaz.
winter and spring. Leisure
“For example, we are trying
Services is a division of
to make the registration
the Kenner Parks and
process as easy as possible.
Recreation Department.
You will soon be able to sign
See Center Pull-Out Section
“We have one of the
up for classes online. We
finest
leisure
services
also have a pre-registration
programs of any city our size in the process. You can call us at 468-7211 for
nation,” says Kerri McGovern Diaz who more information about that. We’d like
was named to head Leisure Services in to eliminate registration lines altogether.
July after the retirement of long-time We’re also working to find incentives
manager Bartlyn Macaluso David. “We to encourage people to take classes.
have lots of new ideas and enthusiasm. For example, we’re considering giving
We hope everyone will look over the list participants a discount on fees if they
of classes we’re offering. We’re trying attend every class from the beginning to
to offer classes that fit people’s lives and the end.”
needs.” Diaz has been involved with the
Diaz says she knows from
program since she was in high school. experience that more than 150 Kenner
Diaz became a certified teacher and then residents will sign up for old-standbys
was a supervisor prior to being named like ceramics, karate and yoga. But
manager of Leisure Services.
she hopes that Kenner residents won’t
More than 40 classes are being overlook new offerings like Star Puppy.
offered for adults and for kids. Some,
continued on page 20

hiring process, which includes passing
an extensive background investigation,
psychological exams, physical fitness
assessment and final selection through
an oral administrative review board
process.
Students in the academy must abide
by strict codes of discipline while they
receive over 500 hours of training in
various aspects of police work, such
as legal issues, first aid, firearms,
investigations, traffic services, patrol
practices, report writing, community
relations, self-defense tactics, physical
training and defensive driving. P.O.S.T.

requires a minimum of 360 hours of
instruction.
At graduation, officers are P.O.S.T.
certified, meaning that they have taken
and passed the P.O.S.T. exam and have
sufficiently completed the basic training
requirements. Louisiana law requires all
police officers to be P.O.S.T. certified
within one year of being hired.
Upon completing the basic
academy, Caraway said, new Kenner
Police Officers must also successfully
complete a 15-week field training
program, working with a veteran police
officer in the KPD Patrol Division. 
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Law

Law of trusts-2010 revisions
By JAMES L. MELCHERS
With
the
adoption of Act
390 of 2010
changes
have
been made to the
trust codes which
are progressive and which simplify the
process. Prior to addressing the changes,
it is important to understand what a trust
is, who is affected by the trust and the
relationship between those people.
A trust is a document which creates
a relationship between a trustee and a
beneficiary. The person creating the trust
decides who will be the trustee and who
will be the beneficiary.
A trust can be established within a
will. This testamentary trust goes into
effect at the death of its creator. Another
trust known as “inter vivos trust” takes
effect during the life of the person creating
the trust.
The settlor is the person who creates
the trust; the trustee is the person who
administers the trust, and the beneficiary is
the person who benefits from the trust.
Some of the changes to the trust
code will now be discussed. In numerous
places the trust code states that actions
concerning a trust are to be brought in the
“proper court”. The law no longer restricts
or defines “proper court” but allows the

Rates As
Low As

2.99

%

person creating the trust to designate any
court within the state of Louisiana as the
proper court.
In the case of the testamentary trust,
the law has maintained that the proper
court is the court of the parish where the
person lives or resides. However, now the
creator of the trust can designate a court in a
different parish to be the proper court after
the trustee has been put into possession of
the trust property. This is more convenient
for a trustee who lives in different parish
from the creator of the trust.
Likewise the creator of an inter vivos
trust is now able to designate any court as
the proper court. Furthermore, in the case
of either an inter vivos or a testamentary
trust, the proper court can be changed if all
trustees, beneficiaries and living settlors
(creators) agree on a different court other
than the court prescribed in Section 2235
of the LA Trust Code. This would take
place after the trustee has been put into
possession of the trust assets.
Another change in the code involves
the delegation of a right to amend the
trust. It has been a longstanding policy
of Louisiana Law that one person cannot
delegate to someone else the right to
dispose of his property. The LA Civil
Code states that you cannot appoint a
third party person to make the choice of
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how to dispose of your property, except
as expressly provided by law. Such a
delegation is somewhat common in other
states, where a person can be given a
“power of appointment”, meaning a power
to designate beneficiaries.
With the addition of Section 2031
to the trust code, Louisiana now has
a very limited form of a power of
appointment. Under Section 2031, a trust
document may authorize a person other
than the creator of the trust to modify
the provisions of the trust document in
order to add or subtract beneficiaries, or
modify their rights, if all of the affected
beneficiaries are descendants of the
person given the power to modify. For
example, Mary, who is married to Frank,
might place property in trust, with Frank
receiving the income for his life, but with
the principal of the trust set aside for

their children in equal portions. She can
authorize Frank to change the portions
each child would receive or he can add
or eliminate beneficiaries. This might
be appropriate if a child predeceases
Frank, if a child is irresponsible or if the
relationship with a child has significantly
changed for the worse.
In conclusion, the 2010 revisions
are expansive as to the selection of the
“proper court” and are progressive as to
the other changes in the trust code. 
James L. Melchers is the senior
attorney at Melchers Law Firm, located
at 909 West Esplanade Avenue in
Kenner and the firm’s primary areas of
practice are estate planning, wills, trusts,
successions, corporate law, and personal
injury. Melchers can be reached at
467-1092 or visit the website at www.
melcherslawfirm.com.

Automotive

In this economy trimming auto
expenses not worth the risk
BY SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
In a tough
economy, it’s only
natural to look
for ways to cut
corners. But trimming auto maintenance
expenses isn’t worth the risk. Taking
proper care of your car steers you on the
road to safe driving. It can help to keep
more cash in your pocket as well.
Even the most cautious drivers are
putting themselves in danger if they’re
not driving a well-maintained vehicle.
No one wants to be in a less-than-roadworthy vehicle during an emergency.
Most drivers are diligent about
addressing major mechanical issues,
especially since today’s cars have
automatic alerts when a problem surfaces.
However, many people overlook the
basics – like tires – which can quickly
outlive their usefulness. In recent surveys,
The Rubber Manufacturers Association
reported that nearly two out of three
drivers do not know how to tell if their
tires are bald and only nine percent of
vehicles have four properly inflated tires.
All too often windshield wipers go
unnoticed until it is too late. It’s usually
after a nighttime auto accident where
there’s bad weather and little visibility,
when a driver realizes that they haven’t
replaced their wiper blades in years.
Holding off on an oil change or spark plug
replacement is not worth compromising
safety either.
In addition to the peace of mind
that comes from having reliable tires,
windshield wipers, brakes, suspension

and steering systems, there are other
benefits from proper car maintenance.
You can save yourself from expensive car
repairs by preventing accidents. You will
extend your vehicle’s life span and avoid
replacement costs for big-ticket auto
parts. It is wise to consult your owner’s
manual to determine how often you
should perform certain services on your
car. If you take a long road trip or have
greater wear and tear on your car, think
of making a visit to your auto mechanic
ahead of schedule.
By maintaining your vehicle properly
you will save money at the pump. If you
drive a car with a poorly tuned engine
or tires that aren’t properly inflated, you
could find yourself filling up the gas tank
more often. Fixing a serious maintenance
problem, such as a faulty oxygen sensor,
can improve mileage by as much as 40
percent, according to the U.S. Department
of Energy and the U.S. Environment
Protection Agency.
In between scheduled maintenance
checks with a mechanic, drivers should
do routine checks on their own, too. It’s as
simple as referring to the owner’s manual
for instructions. A little more diligence
with car care goes a long way. 
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of
Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., a
family-owned and operated full-service
tire and automotive shop, located at 4200
Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store
hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday
through Friday. Scotty’s website is www.
scottystireauto.com.
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Convenient locations in Kenner, with easy access –
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Most major insurance plans are accepted.
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Coordinated system of care – With one complete
Electronic Medical Record (EMR) system Ochsner
physicians have 24/7 access to their patients’
medical histories.

6

Cutting edge treatments in wound care – The
Hyperbaric and Wound Care Center treats
problem wounds and promotes faster healing.

7

Expertise in surgical services – Recipient of Louisiana
Health Care Review Quality Gold Level Award.

Make Ochsner Kenner your first choice
for healthcare with peace of mind.
Call today for more information
and to find a doctor:

504-464-8000

ochsner.org/kenner

©2010 Ochsner Health System (ochsner.org) is a non-profit, academic, multi-specialty, healthcare delivery system dedicated to patient care, research and education.
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Shoulder acromioclavicular joint injuries common in athletes

Health

By THOMAS R. LYONS, M.D.
The acromioclavicular (AC)
joint located on
top of the shoulder is commonly
injured in athletes and active individuals. The superficial position of the AC joint just
beneath the skin makes the joint susceptible to direct trauma. The most
common mechanism of injury involves
a fall onto the top of the shoulder. The
AC joint is comprised of the articulation between the end of the clavicle
(collarbone) and the acromion (part of
the shoulder blade).
Diagnosis of an AC joint injury
is made by a careful history, physical
examination and plain radiographs (Xrays). Patients commonly report a his-

tory of fall onto the top of the shoulder with the arm at their side. A direct
trauma or force to the top of the shoulder is another common mechanism of
injury. Physical examination may show
swelling and bruising to the top of the
shoulder. Tenderness to palpation is
present at the AC joint. Shoulder range
of motion may be restricted secondary
to pain. A visible deformity is present
in higher-grade injuries with the end of
the clavicle dislocated completely from
the acromion. Plain radiographs allow
confirmation of injury to the AC joint
as well as show amount and direction
of displacement of the clavicle from the
acromion. AC joint injuries are classified as types I through VI based on the
magnitude and direction of displacement of the clavicle from the acromion.

Treatment of AC joint injuries is
dictated by the type of injury. Types I
and II are injuries with minimal displacement and are treated conservatively with a short period of immobilization followed by early shoulder
range of motion, strengthening and
gradual return to activity. Types IV, V
and VI are complete AC joint dislocations in the posterior (to the back), superior (to the top) and inferior (to the
bottom) directions respectively. These
types of AC joint injuries are usually
treated with surgery to reduce and stabilize the AC joint to its anatomic position. Treatment of type III injuries
(dislocation superiorly but with less
displacement than type V) is a subject
of debate. Some physicians recommend
early surgery especially for high-level

throwing athletes. For most patients an
initial trial of non-operative treatment
is recommended. Surgical treatment
may be necessary in some patients
with continued pain following conservative treatment. In order to properly
diagnose and treat AC joint injuries, an
evaluation by an orthopedic surgeon is
recommended. 
Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board
certified orthopedic surgeon with over
10 years experience. The Orthopedic
Center for Sports Medicine is a multispecialty center dedicated to complete
musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in shoulder and knee injuries.
Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie. For additional information call
467-5900 or visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

EJGH earns second consecutive AHA Gold Performance Award
By KEITH M. DARCEY
East Jefferson
General Hospital
is excited to
kick off the new
year with a heart
healthy, awardwinning program. We were very proud
a year ago when the American Heart
Association examined our cardiac heart
failure program and gave us their highest
honor – the Get With The Guidelines
Gold Performance Achievement Award
for our outstanding clinical outcomes in
treating patients diagnosed with heart
failure. EJGH was the only hospital in
our area to receive this award in heart
failure.
Now, we are even more thrilled to
be the only hospital in our area to have
received this award for two consecutive
years. This is such a special distinction

for our physicians, nursing staff and
everyone throughout the organization.
What makes this award so special is
that it is not based on treating a small
sampling of patients. It is based on
how we administer care to our patients
over the course of multiple years.
That means that we are consistently
meeting or exceeding the standards set
by one the country’s most prominent
organizations over an extended time
frame.
“Earning the Gold Performance
Award clearly demonstrates that we
offer our community a complete and
comprehensive approach in treating
heart disease,” says Dr. Fortune Dugan,
EJGH Cardiologist. “It shows our
commitment to treating acute cases
while also ensuring that those patients
are armed with the education needed
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to make healthy lifestyle choices in the
future. We are extremely pleased that
the American Heart Association has
looked at our program and recognized
us for the job we are doing.”
The Get With The Guidelines
program is a quality improvement
initiative that provides hospital staff
with the tools that follow proven,
evidence-based
guidelines
and
procedures in caring for heart failure
patients. Earning the Gold Performance
Award means that a hospital has met the
core standard levels of care developed
by the American Heart Association and
the American College of Cardiology for
at least 24 consecutive months.
As defined by the American Heart
Association, heart failure patients under
the Get With The Guideline initiative
are started on aggressive, risk-reduction
therapies such as cholesterol-lowering
drugs, beta-blockers, aspirin, diuretics
and anticoagulants while in the hospital.
In addition, patients receive counseling
and referrals for cardiac rehab, smoking
cessation and other health education

individual to their care.
“The Get With The Guidelines
program is one of our most important
clinical initiatives,” says Julia MoraGuillot, senior director of healthcare
quality for the American Heart
Association. “The goals intentionally
challenge hospitals to give their patients
care based on evidence-based practices
proven to offer the best possible
outcomes. The fact that East Jefferson
qualified for the highest award possible
speaks volumes about the care they
provide.” 
Keith
M.
Darcey
is
a
communications specialist with East
Jefferson General Hospital located at
4200 Houma Boulevard in Metairie.
Darcey can be reached at 889-7110 or
at kdarcey@ejgh.org. East Jefferson
General Hospital, Louisiana’s first
Nurse Magnet hospital, is a publicly
owned,
not-for-profit
community
hospital, providing care to the residents
of the East Bank of Jefferson Parish
and surrounding communities. EJGH’s
website is www.ejgh.org.

Yenni

(continued from page 6)

mills for the police will be an additional
$90 a year with the homestead
exemption. The cost of the six additional
mills for the fire department will be an
additional $45 a year with the homestead
exemption.
It appears now that our choice is to
govern for Kenner’s future – a future that
provides first responders for the kinds of

emergencies we can reasonably expect;
a future that yields well-equipped and
trained personnel; a future that assures
a safer, modern community and a future
that is well planned to best respond to
Kenner’s emergency needs. 
Mayor Yenni can be reached at 4687240 or by email at kennermayor@
kenner.la.us
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Government

City looking for people to serve on historic commission
In effort to re-establish the
Rivertown Historic Commission, the
city of Kenner is currently soliciting
candidates who would be interested
in serving on the commission.
Established in 1983, the historic
commission consists of eight members
consisting of six citizens, one exofficio non-voting architect and the
current District 1 Kenner council
member, Gregory Carroll.
The purpose of the commission
is the preservation of all buildings

located in the Rivertown Historic
District considered to be of
architectural and historical value.
Reestablishing the commission is the
first step needed for the city of Kenner
to become a part of a full-fledged
Main Street program. Louisiana
Main Street is a community-driven
revitalization program designed to
promote the historic and economic
redevelopment
of
traditional
commercial districts in Louisiana.
The Main Street program improves

all aspects of downtown, producing
both tangible and intangible benefits.
Improving economic management,
strengthening public participation
and making downtown a fun place to
visit are as critical to Main Street’s
future as recruiting new businesses
and rehabilitating buildings.
The commission is responsible
for reviewing conceptual plans for
both new developments and exterior
building renovations, ensuring that
these buildings incorporate a colonial

or Victorian architecture motif that is
consistent with the historic district.
Commission members are appointed
by the mayor to four year terms.
Candidates should demonstrate an
interest and knowledge of historic
preservation and/or architectural
development.
Individuals that are interested
may contact the Kenner Planning
Department at 468-7280 or email
planning@kenner.la.us. 

Kenner civic, business leaders poised to revive Rivertown
now call Rivertown,” Centanni said.
“We are fortunate to also have the
support of the area residents, Mayor
Michael S. Yenni, Kenner District 1
Councilman Gregory Carroll and a
large number of local businesses and
property owners. The problem is the
state is currently out of money for
the Main Street Program, but Kenner
needs to position itself so that when
funds become available, the city will
have the mechanisms in place to
qualify and apply for funding.”
He and Gail Yeadon, who is
president of the Friends of Rivertown,
a non-profit citizens’ organization that
has supported many public spirited
projects in Rivertown over the years,
said the city should continue moving
forward with projects aimed at finding
funding for the Main Street Program,
preserving historic buildings in the
district, returning the development of
daily residential and business usage
and rebuilding a strong central tax
base for Kenner.
Centanni said one of the major
concerns for Main Street Program is
to help guarantee that local reuse of
buildings and land adheres to its goals
for revitalization.
The mayor’s immediate goal
is to see the re-establishment of
the Kenner Historical Commission
and the creation of the Main Street
Program Board of Directors to guide
and oversee the program in Kenner.
Centanni said it is extremely
important that the citizens of Kenner
and persons interested in buying and
rehabilitating properties in Rivertown
know up front that rules are in place to
make sure that rehabilitated properties
in Rivertown will reflect the historic
look, scale and ambiance of a 19th
century Mississippi River community,
but offer modern amenities that will
meet current needs. Also, the Planning

Department will play a part in how
those properties are developed under
the Main Street Program.
Currently Kenner is offering for
sale properties it owns in Rivertown,
like the Rivertown train museum,
and plans are to use money from the
sales as seed funds for the Main Street
Program. Yenni will be meeting with
the Louisiana Lieutenant Governor’s
office about Kenner obtaining future

Main Street funding.
Centanni said the Main Street
Program shifts areas like Rivertown
from a public burden to private
ownership and entrepreneurship
as well as utilizing non-profit
organizations fostering a selfsustaining type of operational
infrastructure – a win, win situation
for the public and the private
sector. 

VAL

The chairman of the Rivertown
Advisory Committee said he feels it’s
time for the people of Kenner to know
where the committee stands regarding
the future of Rivertown – the once
thriving business, commercial and
residential area where Kenner started
as a village in the 1850s overlooking
the Mississippi River.
Justice of the Peace Kevin
Centanni, who is the committee
chairman, said that since the 1980s
there has been serious talk of
reinvigorating Rivertown, the old
part that was originally Kenner when
it transitioned from a riverfront
plantation to a municipality that has
now evolved into a modern city of
70,000 inhabitants and home of the
area’s regional airport.
He said he is looking for the
committee to evolve into a board
of directors to promote the district,
head fund raising and public support
for Main Street Programs, and
produce community-wide events for
those purposes. A revived historical
commission, the Rivertown Historic
Commission, which is currently
soliciting volunteer members, once
approved by the city of Kenner,
will assume the role now filled by
the Kenner Planning Department to
guide and oversee the preservation
of the Rivertown Historical District.
Forming the historical commission
is the first step in the Main Street
Program.
This is similar to state and
federal programs which led to the
revitalization of downtown areas
of many cities, like the Oak Street
corridor off S. Carrollton Avenue and
Algiers Point in New Orleans and
projects in Covington, Houma, Baton
Rouge and other Louisiana cities.
“State officials told us they support
our efforts to reinvigorate what we
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Ochsner-Kenner looking forward to a great 2011

Health

BY PAOLO ZAMBITO
W h i l e
Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner
has experienced
rapid growth and
made significant
progress over the years in a multitude
of specialties and departments, we
are looking forward to another great
year in 2011. We are committed
to providing quality healthcare to
serve the Kenner community and its
surrounding areas for many of your
health care needs.
We continue to employ highperforming physicians and staff
to support all of the services that
are available at Ochsner-Kenner.
Our quality indicators and patient
satisfaction scores continue to trend
in a positive direction. The quality
indicators are nearing the 90 percent
mark in perfect care and our most

recent patient satisfaction scores are
at an all-time high.
As a part of our commitment to
this community, our expansion and
development will continue in 2011.
New quality primary care providers
and specialists continue to strengthen
our “open model” staff of Ochsner,
LSU and community physicians. In
other areas, such as the outpatient
diagnostic and therapy center and
emergency department, as well as
the recently opened infusion center,
our patient volumes are continuing to
increase.
Capital projects are underway
including our fifth floor inpatient room
renovations that should be complete in
the first half of the year. We are also
in the midst of developing plans for
the same day surgery renovation. Our
outdoor property has been beautifully
landscaped and additional parking has

been opened for easy access to our
medical office building and hospital
services.
We have also been privileged
to be the recipient of several recent
awards. Seven nurses at OchsnerKenner were among the “Great 100
Nurses of Louisiana.” These nurses
are committed to healing and caring
through their relationships with their
patients and teammates and we are
grateful to have them as part of our
Ochsner family. Ochsner-Kenner was
also the recipient of the “Health Care
System’s Award for Quality – Patient
Safety Fridays.”
It is our hope in 2011 that all
Kenner residents will take the
opportunity to see what our growing
facility has to offer. Patients deserve
accessible and quality service and
Ochsner-Kenner is dedicated to
providing this to our neighbors in

Kenner. Ochsner Medical CenterKenner wishes all of the Kenner
residents and businesses a very happy
and healthy new year!
Please call 464-8000 to find
out more about our physicians and
services at Ochsner Medical CenterKenner. 
Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief
executive officer at Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner and has served in this
role for five years. Zambito has been at
the Kenner facility for over 19 years.
Zambito, who serves on the boards of
the National Kidney Foundation of
Louisiana and the Louisiana Extended
Care Hospital of Kenner is also a
member of the Jefferson Chamber
of Commerce and the Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce of Louisiana.
For more information of the services
and physicians at Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner call 464-8000.

Let’s make the new year a healthier one
BY CRAIG GOODWIN
There
is
something special
about the start of
a new year. It’s
the time we get
a chance to start
fresh, almost like a new beginning with
new commitments. Our new year’s
resolutions are being pondered and
hopefully some of our old habits are
being left behind. It seems that every
January we set our focus on becoming
more productive and committed in
beginning a fitness program and eating
a healthier diet, but by December we
look back to realize that we may not
have done as good a job as we intended.
Beginning a fitness program is
not the difficult step, rather getting
into a routine that will allow you to
maintain that program over the next
12 months and beyond is a difficult
task. Setting goals is an important first
step in designing a program. If your
goal is to lose weight, gain strength,
lower cholesterol or reduce your blood
pressure, you need to design a program
that will allow that to happen. You
need to start off slow and build on a
graduated program that will allow your
body to adapt to the exercise program
over time.
Many of us become discouraged
and end up stopping our fitness
programs by overloading our programs
up front, not allowing our bodies to
become conditioned over time. By
starting off at a slower pace, you will

allow your body to adapt and will
begin seeing and feeling the benefits of
that program in a short period of time.
Once you establish your program,
set weekly or monthly goals that will
allow progression in your routine and
most of all will help you stay consistent
with your program.
If you are overweight, there are
some powerful reasons to drop 10
percent of your body weight this year.
Losing this amount of weight can
significantly improve your health.
Some of the top benefits you can expect
after dropping 10 percent of your
weight are improved blood pressure,
heart health and lower cholesterol, a
decreased risk of diabetes, less pain
associated with arthritis, joint disease
and lower back pain, a decreased risk
of colon and breast cancer along with
more energy.
Remember, this is a great time of
the year to start a fitness program and
begin a diet that will benefit you in a
healthier lifestyle for the rest of the
year and the rest of your life. Exercise
is the medicine to many ailments in our
society that cause poor health. Start
today. Get out a pen and paper and start
setting those goals. Then lace up those
walking or running shoes and get out
there where the work is hard, but the
benefits are great. 
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist,
is president of Kenner Orthopedic
and Sports Therapy, located at 3921
Williams Boulevard and two other

locations in Metairie and on the West
Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU
Medical School Department of Allied
Health, Department of Physical

Therapy in 1987. The professionals
at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy can be contacted via email at
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

Government

Photo by Barry Sprague

Mike Landry chosen November outstanding employee by city of Kenner
On December 15, 2010, Mike Landry, a utility worker with the recreation department, was
recognized as Kenner’s outstanding employee for the month of November. Landry accepted a
certificate of recognition from Mayor Michael S. Yenni. Landry was cited for doing a great job at
“everything he does” and for being a hard worker, anticipating the needs of others on the work
force and handling situations without being assigned those duties. He was also credited with being
nice to co-workers and the public and being very safety conscious in all facets of his work.
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Tourism

AAU tournaments will bring revenue
to Kenner for three straight years
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START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT!

BY SHARON SOLOMON
We did it!
The
Kenner
Convention and
Visitors Bureau
received
word
from the Amateur Athletic Union that
we have won the bid on the 2012,
2013, and 2014 AAU girls basketball
national championship tournaments. The
tournaments each year are for fifth grade
girls who are eleven years old. As I told
you in previous columns, a change in
format is that Division 1, Division II and
Division III will all hold their tournaments
in one city at the same time. Up until
now each division’s championship
tournaments were played in a different
city. Because of this change attendance
should triple, which would then in turn
triple the economic impact these events
will bring to our city in terms of additional
sales taxes. With the number of people
expected to attend from out of town, the
economic impact should be approximately
$7 million each year the tournaments are
played. There will a minimum of 120
teams coming to Jefferson Parish from all
over the United States. What a wonderful
new year present this is.
The bidding process was competitive
with 16 other cities vying for these

events. The other cities were Kings
Island, OH; Rochester, MN; Ft. Myers,
FL; Clarksville, TN; Monroe, LA;
Cocoa Beach, FL; Roanoke Valley, VA;
Hampton, VA; Raleigh, NC; Chattanooga,
TN; Kingsport, TN; Greensboroo, NC;
Winston-Salem, NC; Franklin, TN;
Hamilton County, IN and Bloomington,
IN.
In our presentation, the KCVB
showcased one thing the other cities did
not, and that was a first class, high-tech
video produced by our own K-TV Channel
76. Richard, Kelly and Nancy at K-TV
have been so helpful and professional in
the making of this video. We will have
the video on our new website soon. I will
update you on that in another column.
So, for now, we are proud that our
hard work has paid off and we are bringing
in all these visitors, which means extra
dollars for Kenner and Jefferson Parish.
I wish you all a very happy new year
and a safe and prosperous one, too.
Sharon Solomon is the marketing
director for the Kenner Convention and
Visitors Bureau, located at 2100 Third
Street in Rivertown. Sharon Solomon
can be reached at 464-9494, via email
at kennercvb@aol.com or at www.
kennercvb.com.

Purchase of $150 to $250

Expires
1/31/11

Purchase of $250 and up

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner Work • Struts
Brake Service • Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups CV Joints • Fuel Injection Cleaning

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com

Gift Cards
Available

$39

Introductory 1-hour
customized massage session*

$49

Introductory 1-hour
healthy skin facial session*

*Session includes massage or facial and time for consulting and dressing. Prices subject to change. Rates and services may vary by location. Additional local taxes and fees may apply. ©2009 Massage Envy Limited, LLC.
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Airport

A new year – A new beginning
By IFTIKHAR AHMAD
Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
As we begin
this new year,
I am pleased to
report that the
New Orleans Aviation Board (NOAB)
and staff of Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International Airport have made
plans to follow a strong path of progress
in 2011. Last year, as I have pointed out
in recent articles, was a time to assess
the present condition of the airport,
review its operations and begin putting
in place methods and measurements
to do a course correction in where the
airport should go and what it should be.
The NOAB and staff have embraced the
challenges that lie before us and have
taken action to make the airport what it
should be – a friendly and safe center
of transportation that serves the needs
of the passenger and is an airport the
community can be proud of.
By the end of 2010, the NOAB
management began implementing a
number of the changes that were needed.
Here are just a few.
Concession hours: The concession
hours were changed for most vendors
from 5:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. We are

already getting kudos for this action.
Passengers are delighted that they can
now get a cup of coffee before that early
morning flight.
Take home vehicles: For the
most part, the airport take-home fleet
has been parked. There are only two
vehicles that qualify for take-home and
those are assigned to staff that are on
call 24/7/365 at the airport.
Overtime policy: A new overtime
policy was implemented that now has
the NOAB staff office hours structured
for 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Hiring plan: We have begun
hiring additional staff and replacing
positions left vacant by retirements
and resignations. Since Hurricane
Katrina, the staff levels have been
half of what they should be for an
airport this size. One important note,
we are concentrating on hiring a staff
that is credentialed in their field of
endeavor coupled with experience. As
we continue our search, I am pleased
to announce that two executive staff
positions have now been filled. First
is the position of deputy director and
chief operations officer. Mr. Walter J.

Krygowski is filling this position. He
was the interim director of aviation
for the city of Dayton, which owns
and operates the Dayton International
Airport and its reliever/general aviation
airport, the Dayton Wright Brothers
Airport, as well as a heliport located in
downtown Dayton. Mr. Krygowski has
been involved in aviation management
for over 10 years. He began his aviation
career as airport legal council, and
rose to the level of deputy director of
Aviation in 2007. He received his Juris
Doctorate from the University of Dayton
School of Law in 1996. In his position
at Dayton, he supervised six division
managers, including operations and
maintenance, airport police, airport
fire and administration and finance.
In his role as deputy director, he was
responsible for alignment of staff
resources and facilitation of changes
in operation and maintenance methods
and service delivery that were consistent
with strategic direction to reduce airline
cost per enplanement. His experience
will serve MSY very well. The second
executive position is deputy director
and chief engineer. This position has

Loved by Patients, Recommended by Doctors

Kenner

3921 Williams Blvd.
504-443-5152

www.orthosportstherapy.com

Metairie

701 Metairie Rd.
504-831-3227

been filled by Mr. Raymond Nutall. At
the time of his hiring, Mr. Nutall was
the managing engineer for William P.
Hobby and Ellington Airports for the
Houston Airport System. He joined HAS
in 1999 and assisted in the development
and management of the capital
improvement program for HAS. This
included developing an electrical master
plan for George Bush Intercontinental
Airport. Mr. Nutall has over 25 years
of design and construction experience,
including 12 years in management. He
oversaw an employment base consisting
of engineers, project managers,
inspectors and administration. He also
had oversight for the expenditure of
millions of dollars in projects of various
scale. Mr. Nutall holds a bachelor of
science in electrical engineering from
Prairie View A&M University. His work
experience began in the private sector
for companies such as Union Carbide.
He has a professional engineering
license for the state of Texas.
As we continue our march forward
this year, I will keep you informed
about the upgrades and changes that
continued on page 17

Craig Goodwin
P.T., President

Westbank

1530 Lapalco Blvd.
504-361-9275
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Pintsize Drawing & Painting – Ages 6-10

Young artists will be introduced to the fun filled world of drawing and
painting. They will use different mediums to complete at least 3 paintings. The course will end with an art show. Supplies included in class
fee. Instructor: Lois Browne.
Class held:
Friday
February 4 - March 25
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.		

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $45

Teen Art Workshops – Ages 11-15

Teens will explore the basics of pencil drawing, watercolor and
acrylics. Different projects in each workshop. All supplies included.
Discount available if you sign up for all four! Instructor: Brenda Gruber.
Workshop held:
Wednesday
Feb. 2, Mar 2, Apr 6, May 4
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.		

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $12 (per workshop)

Art A la Carte – Ages 6 – 10

This is an arts and crafts class that will explore creativity and
imagination. Paints, clay, glue, collages and more will be used to
create engaging hands-on projects. The opportunities are endless. All
supplies included. Instructor: Joycelyn Branch.
Class held:
Tuesday
January 25 - March 1		
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.		

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $45

Storytime Art – Ages 3 – 5

Children will create simple projects inspired by the images and
characters introduced from books. A variety of fun and unique crafts
will be made to expand their imagination and bring the stories to life.
Instructor: Joycelyn Branch.
Class held:
Monday
January 24 - February 28
5:15 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.		

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $40

Hip Hop – Ages 7 & Up

Learn the latest hip hop moves and combine them for a fun and
energetic routine to hottest music. Hip hop is an excellent way for
kids to stay in shape and improve confidence. Wear loose clothes
and tennis shoes. Students will perform in our annual dance revue.
Instructor: Sarah Gaitan.
Class held:
Tuesday
January 18 - June 10
7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $40

Tennis – Ages 7-14

Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve
balance, mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out and see
why they say tennis is a “sport for a lifetime” This class consist of 8
lessons and ends with a fun tournament! Instructor: Ellie Chavis,
USTA and PTR certified.
Class held:
Thursdays
March 17 - May 5
5 p.m. - 6 p.m. - Beginner 		
6 p.m. - 7 p.m. - Adv. Beginner		

ZumbAtomic – 8 -15

It’s a fast-forward fusion of the Zumba program’s moves (salsa,
cumbia, reggaeton, hip-hop and more) and high-octane workouts
designed to let kids max out on fun and fitness all at the same
time. Watch their energy and fitness levels soar as they get the
groove. Instructor: Kierra Young, Zumba Certified.
Class held:
Saturday
January 15 – March 5
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $30

Sweetheart Tea – Ages 4-10		

This is a three week etiquette class for young Ladies and gentlemen
that will teach social etiquette, table manners and personal style
that inspire self-confidence in life-skills. The young ladies will host
a sweetheart tea party on the last class to show what they learned.
Instructor: Marian Hebert.
Class held:
Thursday
January 27 - February 10
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.		

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $25

Steampunk Jewelry for Teens - Ages 11-16

Have you ever looked at a piece of jewelry and wished you knew
how it was made? Let us help you by taking you through simple
steps to create beautiful jewelry out of old watches, clocks or
broken jewelry! Learn everything you need to know about making
your own jewelry. Some materials provided! Instructor: Marian
Hebert.
Class held:
Thursday
March 24 - April 7		
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.		

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $30

“Egg” ceptional Science – Ages 8-12

Join us for a scientific day of fun exploring with eggs! Learn how to
suck an egg into a bottle. Participate in an eggdrop competition!
Use your creative mind and bring in the best protective insulation
for the egg to the workshop. Instructor: Kevin Hunt.
Class held:
Saturday			
April 2			
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.		

Rivertown Science Center
Workshop fee: $10		
$10 supply fee paid at workshop

Spring Break Camp – Ages 4-11

Need something for the kids to do during Spring Break? Send
them to our Spring Camp! Activities will range from arts & crafts
to indoor/outdoor games and a field trip. Lots of fun for the kids!
Limited to 24 children.
Camp held:
April 25 - 29			
Camp hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Before care: 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. (free)
After care: 3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. (free)
Camp fee: $85

Fassbender Center

Ceramics

These great seasonal programs will be held for 3 weeks and will
include pieces pertaining to Mardi Gras or Easter. The first class
will teach you how to clean the greenware, second class will
include how to stain and the third class will be on sealing and
finishing your pieces. All supplies are included.

Mardi Gras Ceramics – Ages 7 & up

Class held:
Wednesdays
Feb 9 - Feb. 23
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Fee: $40 per family
(one parent and one child)

Easter Ceramics – Ages 7 & up

Class held:
Wednesdays
Mar. 30 – April 6
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Fee: $40 per family
(one parent and one child)

Family Yoga – Ages 6 & up

Introduces beginner students to the fundamentals of yoga,
posture, and breath. This bonding class will build concentration,
create energy, and bring a calming relaxing sensation to both
you and your child. There is a strong emphasis on form and
alignment in the poses as well as specially sequenced energetic
restorative poses. Please bring a mat and a towel. Instructor:
Amanda Mitchell.
Class held:
Saturday			
Fassbender Center
January 15 – March 5
Class fee: $35
7:15 a.m. - 8:15 a.m. (one parent and one child)

Kids in the Kitchen – Ages 6 & up

Bring your child or grandchild to learn how to make some
healthy, kid-friendly meals. This is a great class to introduce your
child to the kitchen.
Class held:
Saturday			
January 29		
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $25 per family
(One parent and one child)

Home Grown Container Vegetables – Ages 6 & up

Children will love getting a little dirty in this class. You will
plant your own vegetable and herb seeds in containers, and
transplant a few seedlings, then take them home and watch
them grow. All supplies included for one parent and one child.
Sponsored by: Monsanto Fund.
Workshop held:
Saturday			
Feb 26			
9:00 a.m. - noon		

COK Veterans Park Greenhouse
Workshop fee: FREE

Alabama Tennis Courts
Class fee: $40

Karate – Ages 6-14

This is a Tae Kwon Do karate WHITE BELT BEGINNERS class that will
teach self esteem, confidence, discipline, positive thinking, eyehand coordination, balance, flexibility, self defense and respect
for others. Instructors: Candace Frisard, Daniel Truxillo & Matthew
Hinkamp.
Class held:
Tuesday & Thursday
January 11 - May 5		
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.		

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $55

Jr. Boot Camp – Ages 11 & up

This is a fun, power packed workout that will incorporate jump
ropes, hula hoops and fitness balls. Each class will be a fitness
adventure that will improve your strength and flexibility. This is a
great way to stay active and meet new people.
Class held:
Saturday
January 15 - March 5
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $30

It’s not too late.
Call us for more information today!

468-7268
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Cardio Step

March 12
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Join us for a
Free day of Tennis!

This step aerobics class consists of choreographed step
patterns. You’ll challenge your mind and body as you burn
calories. The intensity of your workout will be determined by
the speed, travel, and execution of your movements. Instructor:
Mary Bergeron, AFAA Certified.
Class held:
Monday, Wednesday & Friday
Session 1 - January 10 - March 4
Session 2 - March 14 - May 6		
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.		

Line Dance Fitness

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $40
per session

A.M. Body Sculpt

Are you a “morning person” and want to get your body back
in shape? Join this great fitness program to build and sculpt
muscles, strengthen your core, improve your strength and
flexibility while burning fat and calories. Please bring 3-5 lb.
hand weights. Instructor: Mary Bergeron, AFAA Certified.
Class held:
Monday, Wednesday & Friday
Session 1 - January 10 - March 4
Session 2 - March 14 - May 6		
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.		

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $40
per session

Body Workout in the P.M.

This is a combination three day program. The class will focus
on burning fat, increasing metabolism, ab work, strengthening
with hand weights, cardio alternate with aerobics and
kickboxing. At the end of each class will be stretching and
relaxation techniques. Instructor: Mary Bergeron, AFAA
Certified.
Class held:
Monday, Wednesday & Friday
Session 1 - January 10 - March 4
Session 2 - March 14 - May 6		
6:15 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.		

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $40
per session

Zumba in the P.M.

This is a Latin inspired, dance fitness class that incorporates
Latin and international music and dance movements such
as meringue, salsa, cumbia, reggaetone, samba, cha-cha,
flamenco, belly dance and more. This will create a dynamic,
exciting and effective fitness system. Instructor: Tim Davis &
Kierra Young.
Class held:

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday
Session 1 - January 10 - March 4
Session 2 - March 14 - May 6
5:15 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.
Fassbender Center
Class fee: $40

Wednesday & Friday
Session 1: January 12 - March 4
Session 2: March 16 - May 6
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Woodlake Gym
Class fee: $35

per session

per session

Yoga I

This class introduces beginning students to the fundamentals
of posture and breath. The class is also suitable for continuing
students or anyone who, due to stiffness, lack of strength or
other limitations, would benefit from yoga. Please bring a mat
and a towel. Instructor: Amanda Mitchell.
Class held:
Monday & Friday
Session 1: January 10 - March 4
Session 2: March 14 - May 6		
7:15 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.		

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $35
per session

Yoga II

This add-on class should be taken after completing or in
addition to Yoga I. Basic essentials are not covered and your
body should be warmed up and stretched prior to attempting
any advanced movements. Instructor approval may be
required. Please bring hand held 3, 5 or 10lb weights, mat and
a towel. Instructor: Amanda Mitchell
Class held:
Monday & Friday
Session 1: January 10 - March 4
Session 2: March 14 - May 6		
8:15 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.		

Fassbender center
Class fee: $30
per session

Paint For Fun

Learn the newest line dances for exercise and fun. Latin, Disco,
Oldies, Top 40, Rhythm & Blues, Country and more will also be
used to teach all the dances. Instructor: Dave Sepulveda.

An adult oil painting “recreation art” class that will amaze each
student with a finished painting. Students will receive an art supply
list on the first day of class. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Class held:
Monday

Class held:
Tuesday			
Session 1: Jan. 18 - March 1
Session 2: March 15 - May 3
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.		
Fassbender Center		
Session fee: $40		

Session 1: Jan. 10 - February 28		
Session 2: March 14 - May 2		
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.			

Rivertown Exhibition Hall
Class fee: $45
per session

Line Dance Fitness II

Know all the “basic” line dances? If you are ready to learn more
complicated line dances while getting a fantastic workout,
sign up for this class. Instructor: Dave Sepulveda.
Class held:
Monday

Session 1: Jan. 10 - February 28		
Session 2: March 14 - May 2		
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.			

Rivertown Exhibition Hall
Class fee: $45
per session

Ballroom Bootcamp – Couple Dancing

Work off the calories while learning how to Salsa, Merengue,
Cha Cha, Swing, Western Two-Step, Zydeco, Jamaica and
more. Dancing as a couple is back in style. Instructor: Dave
Sepulveda.
Class held:
Monday

Session 1: Jan. 10 - February 28		
Session 2: March 14 - May 2		
7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.			

Rivertown Exhibition Hall
Class fee: $80
per couple

Thursday
Session 1: Jan. 20 - March 10
Session 2: March 17 - May 5
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Fassbender Center
Session fee: $40

Watercolor

Learn the basic watercolor techniques. Beginner knowledge of
drawing is not necessary. Supply list will be given at registration.
Instructor: Marian Hebert.
Class held:
Thursday
Session 1: Jan. 20 - March 10
Session 2: March 17 - May 5
2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 		

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $40
per session

Mardi Gras Jester

Enjoy a relaxing evening of painting! This is a unique experience to
see how talented you can be. Each person will leave with a completed
watercolor painting at the end of the night. All supplies included.
Workshop held:
Friday
February 11		
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.		

Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $35

Mardi Gras Stained Glass

Kenner Klay Studios

This is a paint by number faux stained glass workshop. You will be
amazed how close it looks to the real thing! Display available at
the Leisure Service office. All supplies included. Instructor: Brenda
Gruber.

Studio times:
Morning program		
Tuesday or Thursday		
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.		
Fassbender Center		

Workshop held:
Saturday
February 19		
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.		

Ceramics is back and better than ever. Come join us during our open
studio time for all of your ceramic needs. Classes begin the week of
January 3. Sitting fee: $5. (Kenner Klay Studios, call 468-7593.)
Night program
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center

Ceramic Margarita Glass

This is a great specialty program that will be held for 2 weeks and
will include 4 margarita glasses that you can decorate how you like.
Perfect for Cinco de Mayo! The classes will include how to stain, seal
and finish your pieces. All supplies are included.
Class held:
Wednesday
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.		
April 20 - April 27		

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $35

Art With Acrylics

Learn the exciting and versatile medium of acrylics! You will be taught
the basics and develop your unique creative touch. Supply list is given
at registration. Instructor: Jane Read.
Class held:
Monday
Session 1 - Jan. 24 - Feb. 28
Day/10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Night/6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fassbender Center		
Class fee: $35		
(6 weeks)			

Session 2 - March 14 - May 2
Day/10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Night/6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fassbender Center
Class fee: $40
(8 weeks)

Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $40

Spring Watercolor Workshop

Come enjoy a relaxing day with watercolor painting. You will walk
away with a beautifully completed piece of art. All levels of skill
welcome. All supplies included. Instructor: Marian Hebert.
Workshop held:
Saturday
April 2			
9:00 a.m. - noon		

Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $30

Textured Fleur de Lis Workshop

Learn to create a dramatic textured Fleur de lis painting. You will
paint the fleur de lis and then learn how to layer with textured paint.
Instructor: Brenda Gruber.
Workshop held:
Saturday
March 26			
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.		

Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $18

P.M. Paint Party

Enjoy a night out with friends, refreshments and painting! This is a
unique experience to see how talented you can be. Each person will
leave with a completed acrylic painting at the end of the night. All
supplies included. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.
Workshop held:
Friday
April 15			
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.		

Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $40
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STAR PuppySM Kindergarten

Make your puppy a STAR PuppySM. This course covers
responsible pet ownership: teaching your puppy to meet
people politely, walk nicely with you, come when called, sit
and lie down when told, and to stay. It also includes exercises
to make trips to the vet pleasant for you and tips on heading
off common behavior problems. Health and grooming tips will
be discussed. Limited enrollment ensures personal attention
for you and your puppy. Puppies must be 4-9 months old, and
up-to-date on their puppy shots. Bring vaccination record to
first class. First class, 90 minutes, no puppies. Remainder of
classes, 60 minutes, with puppies. So, puppies (mixed breeds
and purebreds) who successfully complete the course qualify
for an AKC certificate as a “STAR PuppySM. Instructor is an AKC
Canine Good Citizen Evaluator.
Class held:
Saturday
March 12 - April 23		
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Laketown Pavilion
Class fee: $60

“Help, my dog is driving me crazy!”

Is your dog jumping on you or your guests? Munching on
furniture? Stealing from kitchen counters? Digging a lagoon
in the yard? Barking excessively? This one-night behavior
workshop will help you teach your dog to be a good family
member, not a pest. Owners only - bring all your problems
and questions, but not the dog. Fee is per family. Instructor is
an AKC Canine Good Citizen Evaluator.
Workshop held:
Thursday			
January 20 & May 5
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Workshop held:
Saturday
February 26		
Noon - 2:00 p.m.		

Class held:
COK Greenhouse
Workshop fee: FREE

Backyard Vegetable Gardening

Similar to our popular container gardening class, this workshop
will teach you how to create and care for a vegetable and herb
garden, no matter the size of your background. In addition
to learning how to care for your plants, you will learn what
grows best in our climate and soil, where to place your garden,
the benefits of raised beds and much more. Sponsored by
Monsanto Fund.
Workshop held:
Saturday
March 26 & April 16
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Tennis Lessons

Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve
balance, mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out and
see why they say tennis is a “sport for a lifetime” This class
consist of 8 lessons and ends with a fun tournament! Instructor:
Ellie Chavis and A.J. Guttierrez, USTA and PTR certified.

COK Greenhouse
Workshop fee: FREE

Wednesday		
March 16 - May 4		
9 a.m. - 10 a.m. Beginner
10 a.m. - 11 a.m. Adv Beginner
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. Beginner
8 p.m. - 9 p.m. Adv. Beginner
Cannes Brulee Courts
Class fee: $40		

Thursday
March 17 - May 5
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. Beginner
8 p.m. - 9 p.m. Adv Beginner
Alabama Courts
Class fee: $40

Tennis Leagues

Men’s League – Monday night – Levels A to B+
Women’s League – Tuesday night
League play will begin the week of March 14 and will continue
until the week of May 2. Leagues are not for beginners. Awards
will be given at the end of the league. Registration remains
open until leagues are filled.
Kenner resident league fee: $20
Non-Kenner resident league fee: $25

Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $15
per workshop

2011
CITY OF KENNER
HOLIDAY CALENDAR
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
President’s Day (observed)
Mardi Gras			
Good Friday		
Memorial Day		

Home Grown Vegetables & Herbs

With the economy in its current state and your wallet looking
a bit thin after Christmas, now is the time to grow some of
your own food at home and save some cash. Whether you live
in an apartment or a house, we will show you how to grow a
few spring vegetables and herbs in containers. All supplies
included to get started. Sponsored by Monsanto Fund.

Mon., Jan. 17
Mon., Mar. 7
Tues., Mar. 8
Fri., Apr. 22
Mon., May 30

CENTRALIZED REGISTRATION
Participants must report to their local playground. If you are a first time participant or you have an expired ID
in any sports program, you will be sent to Woodward gymnasium for processing of the Centralized Registration
Procedures.

No programs or classes will be held on
the city of Kenner holidays listed above.
Classes or programs that occur on a
holiday will not be rescheduled.

Check out the Adult leagues
KPRD has to offer:
Flag football, Basketball,
Softball, Cabbageball

Mixed leagues in:
Softball, Cabbageball and Volleyball
Call Johnie after 2:00 p.m. at
468-7211 for more information.

Please bring an original birth certificate and proof of residency!
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 468-7211

Track & Soccer Registration
Track begins January 17, 2011 • Soccer registration begins May 3, 2011
Weekdays 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
at your local playground. Call 468-7211 for more information
Baseball & Softball Registration
Begins March 14, 2011 • Weekdays 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
at your local playground. Call 468-7211 for more information

KENNER STR - JANUARY 2011

Automotive

Stop start on Buick’s Lacrosse
boosts miles per gallon 25 percent
BY DOUG TURNER

General Motors is installing
a relatively inexpensive start-stop
system to give the
2012 Buick Lacrosse a 25 percent boost in fuel economy.
The technology, now dubbed eAssist, is
modular and likely will spread across the
range of GM vehicles.
“From a business standpoint,” said
Steve Poulos, eAssist global chief engineer,
“there is a opportunity to bring this kind of
light electrification and regenerative braking
to the vast majority of our vehicles.”
Poulos said eAssist is similar in
principle to the belt-alternator starter-stop
system first used on the 2007 Saturn Vue
Green Line.
The 2012 Lacrosse with eAssist is
expected to deliver 25 miles per gallon in
the city driving and 37 miles per gallon on
the highway. Those numbers are up from 19
in the city and 30 on the highway for the
2011 Lacrosse – with the same engine.
Consumers will be given a clear choice
fuel economy or power. For an identical
sticker price, they will be able to choose
their 2012 Lacrosse with the eAssist 2.4 liter
four-cylinder or the 3.6-liter V-6. The V-6
option costs $1,370 on the 2011 Lacrosse.
The eAssist system is more complex
than the start-stop technology used in the

2011 Porsche Panamera and the Cayenne
but less complex than full hybrid systems
such as those on the Toyota Prius or Ford
Fusion Hybrid.
All in all it would appear technology
will continue to give us more and more
options, I look forward to test driving the
2012 Lacrosse with this new system. If
it has enough power to get out of its own
way and get 35 plus miles per gallon on the
highway it will be amazing!
The following is a list of the 2010 top
selling vehicles, nationwide. Number one
is the Ford F-series of trucks, followed by
the Chevy Silverado, Toyota Camry, Honda
Accord, Nissan Altima, Toyota Corolla,
Honda CR-V, Hyundai Sonata, Ford Fusion
and at number 10, the Dodge Ram pickup
truck. 
Doug Turner is president of Deal’n
Doug’s Autoplex, which stocks all types of
vehicles, cars, trucks, SUVs and vans priced
from $5,000 to $25,000, located at 6900
Veterans Boulevard in Metairie. Turner, in
the automobile business for over 30 years
and an twelve year member of the Better
Business Bureau, was recently appointed
by Governor Bobby Jindal to the board of
the Louisiana Used Vehicle Commission,
which licenses and oversees the used
vehicle industry in Louisiana. Turner
can be reached at 887-3131 or online at
dougturner@dealndougs.com.

Lunch & Dinner
(closed Sundays)

new orLeAns’ home CooKing!
Two Convenient locations...
one great menu!!!
kenner
910 W. esplanade
@ Chateau next to Burger King

463-3030

metairie
1001 live oak

between Bonnabel & Lake Ave.

838-0022

www.mredsno.com
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St. Jerome
Knights of Columbus

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
from

Seafood Dinners

Automatic Transmission

1/7 , 2/18, 3/18, 4/15, 5/20, 6/17, 7/15, 8/19, 9/16, 10/21,
11/18, 12/16/2011 • 11am - 7pm
Fish Plates
Shrimp Plates
Soft Shell Crab
Stuffed Crab Plates
Shrimp Creole

Crawfish Pasta
Crawfish Kickers
Hush Puppies
Seafood Gumbo
Grilled Shrimp Salad

LENTEN DINNERS DATES - March 11, 2011 thru April 22,2011
Phone-in Orders • Visa/Mastercard Accepted

Check your odometer...

3310 Florida Ave. • Kenner, LA 70065 • 504-469-6736 • 504-352-7107

It’s time to
have your
transmission checked
or serviced!

Looking for a new Look?
georgy’s Salon Since 1986

SpeciaLizing in Hair coLor

Automatic Transmission, Inc.
Dennis Automotive
2220 Airline Drive, Kenner

466-1381

465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com
701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

Catholic Elementary School

Family owned and operated since 1976
0110_Ice_House:Layout 1 12/21/10 1:24 PM Page 1

The Ice House
2151 WILLIAMS BLVD. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm/
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm/Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

469-3503

ICE COLD

KEG
To Go BEER
H

Check Out Our
Package Beer

Open HOuse

January 26, 2011
9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

“Lowest Price
Allowed by Law”

private Tours Available
4119 st. elizabeth Drive
Kenner, Louisiana 70065
504.468.3524
www.seasschool.org
elizabeth@archdiocese-no.org

H

MINI-KEGS
Ice Cold!
Only17.99
H

CAJUNLAND
COMPLETE BOIL
only
99

5.

H

24 PACK 12 OZ.

ly18.99
n
O
SUITCASE
Bud

“Our eyes are fixed on the Lord”

Coors Lite

Bud Lite

WE DELIVER TO

Miller Lite

YOUR FLOAT!

st. elizabeth Ann seton school does not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin
in the administration of their educational policies.

Elizabeth Ann Seton_Kenner Star_2011.indd 1

HEINEKEN, Coors Light
and Miller Light

12/19/10 10:48:33 PM
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Sports
National caliber boys’ high school basketball tourney headed for Kenner
By ALLAN KATZ

A big-time, national-caliber high
school boys’ basketball tournament
is headed for Kenner on January 6
through 8 with the finals set for the
Pontchartrain Center.
The tournament will be called
the National Prep Classic and it is
the brainchild of Riverside High
School basketball coach Tim Byrd
and WGNO-TV sportscaster Ed
Daniels. The National Prep Classic
will be sponsored by the Allstate
Sugar Bowl. All of the sixteen teams
competing represent high schools
that have for years been basketball
powers, including some powerhouses
from Texas, California, Pennsylvania,

Florida and Mississippi. Each team
that accepted an invitation to the
tournament is guaranteed three games.
“While Tim Byrd and I came up
with the idea, you can be sure that this
tournament would never have seen the
light of day except for the involvement
of the Allstate Sugar Bowl,” said
Daniels. “Their commitment to high
school athletics is just wonderful and
all of us who love sports should be
grateful to them.”
Prior to the finals, games will
be played at Rummel High School,
Country Day High School and the
Pontchartrain Center.
“As a 39-year resident of Kenner

Crouere

(continued from page 5)

have state income taxes.
Our state government is too big with
more employees per capita than any other
Southern state. While our population
has been stagnant, our state budget has
skyrocketed in the last ten years. If we
reduce the size of state government, we
can offer the kind of tax relief that will
attract more people to the state. As an
added benefit, a smaller government
invites less corruption as well. Now is
the perfect time to reduce the size of state
government for we are facing a budget
deficit of $2 billion. Unfortunately,
Governor Jindal and legislators are trying
to sell state assets such as prisons, instead
of instituting real cuts to the budget.
We can no longer postpone the day of
reckoning, it is here. For decades, the
Huey Long style of big government has
ruled Baton Rouge. It is time to finally
exorcize the great populist’s ghost and
follow the lead of our Southern neighbors
who have grown their private sector
instead of state government.
Louisiana has wonderful festivals,
food, history, architecture, natural
resources, bayous, parks, hunting,
fishing, climate and much more. No other
state has the combination of the mighty

Mississippi River, the French Quarter, a
distinct Cajun culture, beautiful bayous
and a quality of life that is unsurpassed.
It is a crying shame that we have
done such a poor job of attracting people
and businesses to Louisiana and that so
many people have left the state in the past
few years.
Simple economics teaches that a
wonderful product will not sell without
the proper marketing. In addition, if a
product is not good, the best marketing
in the world will not work. This census
report is a long overdue wakeup call for
Louisiana. We need to improve both our
product and our marketing to compete in
today’s marketplace. 
Jeff Crouere is a native of New
Orleans and his Louisiana based
television program, “Ringside Politics,”
airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at
10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS television
station WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from
7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on
radio station WGSO 990 AM in New
Orleans and the north shore. Crouere
is a political analyst for WGNO-TV
ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.
ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at
jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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shared by Coach Byrd and myself is
that this tournament will be a great
success from the beginning and will
become an annual event that reflects
well on the Allstate Sugar Bowl, the
city of Kenner and the Pontchartrain
Center.”
Among the highly-rated prospects
who will play in the tournament is
Ricardo Gathers, a 6’7” forward-center
of Riverside Academy who is already
a two-time most valuable player in
Louisiana’s 2A state tournament.
Among the visitors who have attracted
national attention is a high school AllAmerican from Sheldon High School
in Sacramento, California, Darius
Nelson, a 6’6”, 250 pound forwardcenter.
“This is really exciting and I
hope that the people of Kenner will
embrace this event,” said Daniels.
“We have sponsorships available
and any financial contributions to
help underwrite the National Prep
Basketball Classic would be much
appreciated.” Daniels said he can be
reached at 250-9210. 

Wills Trusts
Successions
Business Law
Personal Injury

Over 30 years experience

M LF

Melchers Law Firm
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner, LA 70065

(504) 467-1092

www.melcherslawfirm.com

James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

Ahmad

(continued from page 14)

will continue to improve the airport.
On behalf of the New Orleans Aviation
Board and staff, I want to wish you the
happiest of new years. 
Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation
for Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport may be reached at
director@flymsy.com. Check your local

who really loves this city, my hope is
that the parents and fans of the visiting
teams from Louisiana and the other
states will stay at Kenner hotels and
motels, eat at Kenner restaurants, visit
Rivertown, shop at Kenner stores,
go to the French Quarter and have a
wonderful time in our metro area,”
Daniels said.
Louisiana schools headed for
the tournament include Archbishop
Rummel, Brother Martin, Country Day,
East St. John, John Ehret, McDonogh
35, Peabody of Alexandria, St. Thomas
Aquinas located in Hammond, Salmen
located in Slidell and Riverside which
is located in Reserve.
The visitors include Kimball,
Dallas; Imhotep Charter, Philadelphia;
Provine, Jackson; Westchester, Los
Angeles; Sheldon, Sacramento, and
University, Fort Lauderdale.
“The stands will be filled with
college scouts,” said Daniels. “This
tournament will include three-star,
four-star and five-star athletes who will
have their choice of some of the finest
universities in America. The dream

listings for the air time of the Armstrong
International Airport 30 minute
television program, “Airport Alive,”
or view it on the airport website, www.
flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport
Alive” link on the “News & Stats” page.
Follow the airport on Facebook and @
NO_Airport on Twitter.

• Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

Thursday, January 7 & 21, 2011

at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner
THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member
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Saints still quite good, not great at end of year

Sports

BY KEN TRAHAN
A year ago,
the New Orleans
Saints started 13-0
before losing to
Dallas. The team
ended the season
on a three-game losing streak, limping
into the playoffs. Then came a week off,
thanks to earning a bye as the NFC’s topseed heading into the postseason.
The week off worked wonders.
Injured players healed up. Batteries were
re-charged. The coaches and players refocused on the primary goal – winning a
Super Bowl, rather than going unbeaten.
The goal was accomplished in a
magical run by New Orleans, culminating
with a 31-17 victory over the Indianapolis
Colts in Super Bowl XLIV at Sun Life
Stadium at Miami Gardens, Florida on
February 7, 2010.
If the Saints are to “two-peat” in
2011, they will have to do it the hard way.
There are no byes this time around. There
are no home games. New Orleans will
have to do it as road warriors.
The 2010 Saints were not as good
as the 2009 Saints. That’s the simple
explanation for why the team finds itself
fighting to make the wild card round of
the playoffs, rather than being at home
against all comers. The Saints were great
in 2009. They were good in 2010.
Drew Brees has played good but not
great. While his completion percentage
remains very good, he has missed some
open receivers. He has a career high for
interceptions.
Pierre Thomas and Reggie Bush were
not as effective, missing a substantial
amount of the season due to injuries.
Jeremy Shockey missed games due to
injuries though rookie Jimmy Graham
emerged as a future star. The offensive
line did not block as well for the run or
pass.
Defensively, the team missed Scott
Fujita’s presence. Darren Sharper was
missing in action much of the way. There

were far fewer turnovers to feast on as
compared to 2009.
The kicking game struggled much
of the year. From Garrett Hartley’s
celebrated miss against Atlanta which set
the whole wild card scenario in motion
to shaky coverage teams and a modest
to ineffective return game, special teams
were certainly not special.
Fortunately, Hartley has righted his
ship while punter Thomas Morstead has
been one of the league’s best punters and
a solid weapon on kickoffs.
Sean Payton and Gregg Williams
have done a fine job with their offensive
and defensive units, respectively.
In the team’s losses this season, the
Saints lost the turnover battle. They got
beat up front against Cleveland, Atlanta
and Baltimore and played awful in a loss
to an awful Arizona team.  
The basic fundamentals of football
remain blocking, tackling, turnovers
and the kicking game. Can you run the
football effectively? Can you stop the
run? Those are the staples to watch in the
playoffs.
Are the Saints capable of making a
run toward Super Bowl XLV at Cowboys
Stadium in Arlington on February 6?
Any team with the experience that
the Saints possess from last season and
any team with Brees at quarterback is
certainly capable of doing so.
Lacking a consistent running game,
a suitable kicking game and a defense
which did not score points as it did the
previous season, the onus has fallen on
Brees to carry his team in 2010.
If Brees plays great, the Saints can
beat anyone, anywhere. If not, they can
lose in the first round.
The Saints are suited to play indoors.
They will not get a chance to play in
the Superdome. They could play in the
Edward Jones Dome in St. Louis. They
may get a return engagement to the
Georgia Dome in Atlanta. Those would
be welcome scenarios.

Saints’ fans can be leery about
heading to Chicago, Philadelphia, New
Jersey or Green Bay in January. Their
style does not play as well in cold weather,
off-field climates.
I did not pick the Saints to repeat as
Super Bowl champions. I had New Orleans
returning to the NFC Championship
game and losing to Atlanta.
Heading into the playoffs, the Falcons
and Eagles look like the teams to beat in
the NFC.
Atlanta has balance on offense with
Matt Ryan and Michael Turner. Their
defense runs pretty well and is acceptable.
Their kicking game is elite in all phases.
Philadelphia has an MVP candidate
in Michael Vick and the league’s most
explosive player in DeSean Jackson.
While many around the NFL are
licking their chops about a possible
Eagles-Falcons NFC Championship
game at the Georgia Dome with Vick
returning to his former home, where he
still has many fans, the Saints will have

something to say about it. Despite rumors
of their demise, they are alive and well,
still breathing, a dangerous animal as the
defending Super Bowl champion.
It is tough to maintain a high level of
success in the NFL. Over the past decade,
only the Patriots, Colts, Steelers and
Eagles have sustained that high level of
success though Philadelphia did not win
the big game during that time.
The Saints have put together two
good seasons in succession. To make
it two great seasons, they will have to
win four straight playoff games against
outstanding opposition away from their
home in the ‘Dome. That would transform
a good season into a great season. 
Ken Trahan serves as sports director
of WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and
is president and general manager of
neworleans.com Sports. Trahan is the
also the general manager and chairman
of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame
Museum in the Louisiana Superdome, and
runs the Life Resources Sports Ministry.

Katz

(continued from page 5)

John Helmers and council members who
believe that Yenni is right can convince
the voters that Kenner’s future is on the
line and a “yes” vote on $8 million a year
of property taxes dedicated to fire and
police is a needed investment in what is
in fact, until now, a great place to live?
Chief Caraway said the other day
that a citizen who told him he could never
vote for the tax increase then admitted
that he does love living in a place where
he can wake up at 3:00 a.m. and go
work in his garden or walk his dog with
absolute confidence that he will be safe.
“We have created something in Kenner
that is absolutely wonderful,” Chief
Caraway said. “We really can continue
to be ‘America’s city’ but we’ve arrived
at one of those crossroads when we
have to decide if we’re really committed
to keeping Kenner a very special,
remarkable, safe place.”
Chief Caraway also gives Yenni
credit for sticking his neck way out and
asking voters to support new dedicated
property tax millages that will provide
solid, stable funding for fire and police.
“Obviously, he has the guts to do the right
thing, even though it will be unpopular,”
says Caraway.
So clear the decks. Get ready for a
huge uphill battle. There is never a good
time to increase taxes, but sometimes
there is a time it has to be done. If the
proposal fails, Yenni said he has no
choice, among other slashing, but to
cut out community services programs,
recreational facilities offerings and code

enforcement functions, so he can provide
basic funding of the police department
and the fire department.
Yenni said he has already trimmed
the city’s spending as much as possible
without eliminating services that will
affect Kenner residents. Among other
cuts, he’s already frozen employee pay
raises for two years, reduced department
budgets across the board by ten percent
and not filled 75 city jobs. He says there
is nothing left to cut without affecting
Kenner citizen services. And he says
even without further cutting, the fire and
police departments will have to run with
decreased funding which will definitely
affect their services to residents.
The city is in a financial crisis.
Yenni has identified the problems and
the problems that have brought on the
crisis won’t go away until someone
solves them. Yenni is proposing a way
to do so. The problems are here to stay,
and probably get worse, unless the voters
decide they want to make changes in how
their city operates. Whether the property
tax millage proposals dedicated to fire and
police are approved or not, what Kenner
voters decide on April 2 will affect the
lives of all residents.
So, Yenni says the fact is the quality
of life in Kenner for its residents will
be impacted positively if his proposed
millages are approved, and conversely,
negatively in a noticeable way if not
accepted. It’s up to the people of Kenner
to decide. 
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Love story on Bourbon Street

People

BY ED CLANCY

“Arthur Hardy says my
punctuation is 60 years old.”
That’s Bob Carr, who, four
decades after he started his
autobiography, has finally
seen his work on the book
stands. The name of the book is “Raising Our
Children on Bourbon.” published by Arthur Hardy
(of “Mardi Gras Guide” fame). The punctuation
was corrected, but, thankfully, none of Bob’s words
were changed.
The book’s title was born after Bob and his
wife and broadcasting partner, Jan Carr, decided to
definitely move to New Orleans in 1960. Bob says,
“Jan reminded me of what my great-grandmother
always said: ‘In Nouvelle Orleans there’s only one
place to live, Le Vieux Carre.’ We were looking
at property in the French Quarter, and it just so
happened that we eventually bought a house on
Bourbon Street, and so everybody said, ‘You really
live on Bourbon Street?’ and I said ‘Yes, I’m raising
my children on Bourbon Street.’ And that got
reduced to just Bourbon, which makes it a funny
line.” Jan (on the other line in our phone interview)
said the title is technically appropriate. “Bob’s
mother thought, when my children were born,
that they needed just a teaspoon of bourbon when
they got home from the hospital before they took
their bottle.” So, I guess they really did raise their
children on bourbon. (I hope it was Schwegmann’s).
“Raising Our Children on Bourbon,” is 368
pages long and has more adventures than Robin
Hood had. I figured Bob had a photographic memory,
but Jan says, “Bob was so excited about coming to
New Orleans and living in the French Quarter he
kept notes and journals on everything that was new
to him.” The book has been percolating for a long
time. Forty years in fact. During that time Bob had
serious health problems including a stroke.
Bob says “Raising” starts in 1960. “A friend of
ours, Bill Romaine, had worked as a salesman at
the same TV station we worked at in Huntington,
West (By God) Virginia. He left town, became
program director of WWL Radio in New Orleans,
and offered us a job. We wanted to get out of West
(By God) Virginia and head for California, but Bill
told us to stop in New Orleans on our way there, and
if it didn’t work out we could go to California.” It
worked out.
The journey to New Orleans was a little more
eventful than the Carrs had bargained for. Driving
into New Orleans, outside of Bogalusa, the Family
Carr (in the family car), encountered a Ku Klux
Klan parade. The kids, Tammy, 3, and Timmy, 5,
thought they were “ghosties.” Bob and Jan had
come to New Orleans right in the middle of the
integration of the schools and buses in the city.
“I got on a bus one day and sat down next
to a black person. When I got off the bus, some
white men grabbed me by my tie and cut off my
blood flow,” said Bob. They proceeded to tell
Bob in rather graphic terms not to sit next to any
more people who were not white. The kids were
subjected to having to go with mom and dad to St.
Mark’s while a hostile crowd of whites yelled and
threw garbage and creosote bombs at the integrated
church.

When they found their dream house on Bourbon
Street, “little” Tammy protested, “I don’t want to
move to Bourbon Street and become a ‘thripper.’”
Two more children joined the family in New
Orleans, Tom and Tiffany, and they all experienced
the strange, comical and sometimes dangerous
tableau that was Bourbon Street and the Quarter.
And Mardi Gras was a great substitute for that KKK
parade.
Regarding the sometimes “adult” stories in the
book, Bob explains, “This book is about children,
but it’s not for children.”
WWL Radio had hired Jan and Bob to do a
noon time show. “One of our big sponsors,” Bob
says, “was Luzianne Coffee. When we rehearsed
our first commercial, we opened with, ‘Hi, this is
Jan, and, this is Bob for Luzianne Coffee.’ One of
our salesmen, Peter Mayer, said that didn’t sound
right. He suggested, ‘Hi, this is Bob, and this is
Jan...for Luzianne.’ Instead of Jan and Bob it was
Bob and Jan for the rest of our career.
“Raising” details Bob and Jan’s interviews and
“encounters” with the many celebrities that passed
through New Orleans in the sixties: Joan Crawford,
who said of Jan, “What cretin counseled her on
her interviewing skills?”; Bette Davis, Clay Shaw,
Ruthie the Duck Girl, and Brenda Lee, whose
recording of “I’m Sorry” was so disliked by Jan
that after it was played on the air Jan said, –on the
air – “What was that?” She then took the record
into Bill Romaine’s office and smashed it into tiny
pieces.
“The idea was that Jan and I would get a TV
show on WWL-TV4, but it didn’t happen fast
enough and we got hired away to do ‘Second Cup’
on WDSU-TV 6.”
That show was later cancelled and Bob and Jan
were made part of the “Midday Show” with Terry
Flettrich, Wayne Mack and Al Shea. They stayed
with WDSU until it was sold to out of town owners
in the early seventies.
Of the new management, Bob reports “I had to
stand in line to resign.” The old days were over.
But Bob and Jan were not. The book’s subtitle,
“A French Quarter Love Affair,” refers to their love
for the Quarter and for each other.
“We were both going to Carnegie Tech in
Pittsburgh,” says Jan, “and Bob gave me his
fraternity pin on our second date.”
In the middle of our interview Bob’s phone
stopped working and Jan suggested he use the phone
she was on. “Come right here, darling.” As Bob
gets on another extension Jan says, “Are you there,
honey?” I thought, darling? Honey? After almost
60 years of marriage? That’s something you don’t
hear much of these days. In the book, Bob says on
page 10: “There was one thing for sure: she loved
me...She loved me more than I deserved...” It goes
on, but on page 364 he recalls a balmy night in 1965
when he admitted to Jan that it was hard for him to
say “I love you.” He takes three pages to recall that
night, three pages that are both spiritual and kind of
erotic.
I have a feeling that’s how they got all those
children who were raised on Bourbon (Street). 
Ed Clancy can be reached via email at
Edclancy2@aol.
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GET THE CASH YOU NEED

FAST!!!

BUY, SELL, PAWN
ANYTHING OF VALUE

WE PAY MORE FOR GOLD & SILVER
cOME GEt A hASASLE FREE APPRAISAL

3405 WILLIAmS BLVD.
WILLIAmS SqUArE SHOPPING SENTEr
NExT DOOr TO FIrST BANk AND TrUST

FOOD DRIVE
Jan. 4 – Feb. 4, 2011

Please drop off suggested food items such as peanut butter,
soups/stews, canned fruits/vegetables, canned meats (chicken,
beef, ham), tuna fish, chili, cereal, hot cereals (grits, oatmeal),
beans, juice, rice, pasta and shelf stable milk.
Sponsored by

2201
West
Napoleon
at Williams Blvd., Kenner
2201
W.
Napoleon

468-3474

(Williams Blvd. & W. Napoleon Ave.)

Kenner

W e W ill B eat a nyone ’ s p rice !

468-3474

c all u s t oday !

“WE STORE IT ALL”

Roofing • Patio Covers • Carports
Glass Rooms • Siding • Window Screens
Windows Re-Screening • Screen Rooms
Replacement Windows • Pool Enclosures

FREE ESTIMATES

triple

TION!
ROTEC enner!

NE P
RRICA

HU

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

24 hour access
climate/non-climate controlled
video surveillence
onsite management
high & dry
we accept your deliveries
hurricane wind rated
140,000 square feet
state-of-the-art construction
commercial inventory & materials storage
household goods
business records
classic & vintage car storage

ge in K

d stora

d-rate

oded
Never flo
luables •
Protect va

win
Highest

CONSTRUCTION, CO.

www.bigeasyselfstorage.com

2158 Kenner Ave. • Kenner, LA

Licensed & Insured
www.bbbconstruction.com

That’s the number of households that
receive the Kenner Star newspaper
FREE in the mail each month.

Want to reach those people?
Call us to advertise!

468-9125
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Garage door safety
BY DAN DORMADY
Older homes
may have charm
that’s
difficult
to find in a new
house today, but
often they do not
compare well when it comes to meeting
current safety standards. In fact, even
houses built only 15 years ago may have
some components that don’t measure up.
This month’s case in point is automatic
garage door operators.
Although these sometimes massive
doors are spring-loaded and move at the
touch of a button, serious injuries and
several deaths (mainly to children) occur
every year.
There are many contributing factors.
One is that a garage door is the largest
and heaviest moving object in a house;
another, that the convenience of mounted
keypads and portable remote controls
means garage doors are sometimes used
more than any other entrance.
The first way to make your garage
door safer and most obvious is to install
a modern system that meets current
standards.
Since January 1993, the Consumer
Product Safety Commission (CPSC)
has required that all garage door openers
have what’s called an external entrapment
protection system. In practical application
this translates to an electric eye (or similar
system) aligned with the opening and
mounted four to six inches off the floor.
When anything is detected by the sensors
in the door’s path, the door will reverse
before it hits the object.
Many older operating systems go
into reverse only after actual contact with

an object or in some cases, don’t reverse
automatically under any circumstance.
If your garage door operator is more
than 10 years old, consider upgrading it.
Replacement is recommended for all pre1982 openers that do not reverse at all.
The CPSC offers this strong
recommendation because the autoreversing feature has significantly reduced
personal injury and property damage; so
much so that in 2001 the standard was
extended to include automatic security
gates that are increasingly common at
the entrances of apartment and condo
communities.
The second basic safeguard is to
test your door periodically (the CPSC
suggests a somewhat rigorous, once-a
month schedule) and perform regular
maintenance and repairs as needed.
Although basic guidelines apply to all
automatic openers, check your owner’s
manual or contact the opener manufacturer
about specific (and sometimes different)
procedures.
Most of the safety guidance is aimed at
parents of young children; Number one on
the list compiled by door manufacturers,
the CPSC and the National Safety
Council, is not to let kids play “beat the
door.” These groups also advise parents
never to let children play with or use the
garage-door remote control.
As a further precaution, you should
mount the keypad wall control out of
children’s reach; at least five feet from
the floor and in a location where users can
clearly see the moving door.
In case all else fails and an object
or someone is pinned by the door, it’s
also important to know how to use the

CENTURY
TITLE
“WE CLOSE REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS FOR YOU”
RANDY LOVITT
Notary Public

REAL ESTATE
TITLE TRANSFERS
Real Estate Sales, Mortgages,
Donations, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
• Expert Closing Assistance — In Operation over 15 years
• In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys — You’ll need this
• We keep you Informed — We return your Calls
• Our Costs are Competitive — Our Work is Accurate
4200 South I-10 Service Road, Suite 110, Metairie, LA 70001

830-7979

FAX 831-2609

emergency release. Generally, you simply
pull down on the short rope hanging from
the operator motor. This feature, a standard
since 1982, disconnects the opener system
from the door so you can lift it by hand.
In older houses, the garage door may
be original or a replacement. You might
be able to track the door’s manufacturing
date through a model type listed in the
owner’s manual. You can also check for
the electric eyes. These will be little black
plastic boxes mounted about four to six
inches above the floor on the rails with
wires going up to the opener.
To check balance, start with the door
closed and trip the release mechanism so
you can maneuver the door by hand. If the
door is balanced (properly spring-loaded
and running freely on its tracks), you
should be able to lift the door smoothly
without much effort and it should stay open
about three or four feet above the floor. If
the door flies up or down when you let go,
the balance needs adjusting. Because the
springs store so much power, you should
only have their tension corrected by a
qualified service contractor.
You can test the force setting of the
opener by gently holding the bottom of the
door as it closes. If the door does not reverse
as you apply light to moderate resistance,
the setting is probably excessive.
Any further testing of the door
operator should be performed by a
qualified service contractor because there
is a risk of causing serious damage to the
door. The service contractor may perform
a test by placing a two-by-four block of
wood on the floor in the path of the door.
If it does not promptly reverse on hitting
the block, it should be upgraded to one
with the reversing feature. This test can
cause serious damage to a garage door and

should only be performed by a qualified
service contractor not the homeowner.
One of the largest door makers, Genie,
says to oil door rollers, bearings and
hinges monthly, using a silicone lubricant
or light oil. Follow your user’s manual to
apply oil where it is needed on the tracks
and in the metal pulley system and do not
forget to apply oil to the metal working
parts of the door as well. Clean out any
obstructions in the tracks and clean the
safety light cover so that it is always able
to shine brightly when you pull into your
garage. Replace the batteries in your car
remote when needed. Always follow the
maintenance instructions in your user’s
manual and make routine maintenance
to your automatic garage door a monthly
event.
As always, only tackle those tasks
that you are fully capable of performing
yourself. If you are unsure of a task, do not
attempt to perform it yourself. Contact a
professional if you need assistance. If you
presently have a damaged garage door
or door opener, do not attempt to operate
the automatic garage door opener. Do not
forget that the springs in an automatic
garage door opener are under tremendous
tension, so be very careful when working
around those springs. 
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed
professional engineer and licensed home
inspector and the president of CriteriumDormady Engineers, a locally owned
consulting engineering firm specializing
in residential and commercial building
inspection services. Dormady can
be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box
113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at
criteriumdormady@cox.net. CriteriumDormady Engineers’ website is www.
criterium-dormady.com.

Kenner Leisure Services
(continued from page 7)

This program, set for March 12 through April 23 at the Laketown Pavilion is
intended to teach responsible pet ownership, teaching your pet to meet people
nicely, to come when called, sit, lie down and stay.
“We will be hosting a new special event in the spring for families to enjoy, said
Diaz. “We will have a Royal Easter Tea at the Kenner Pavilion in April. Tickets are
$35 and will include tea, desserts, games, pictures with the Easter Bunny and an
Easter egg hunt in the park. This will be a wonderful way to celebrate spring and
spend time with your family. Our hopes are to make this an annual tradition for our
residents.”
Another innovation is that of Kenner Leisure Services establishing a Face
Book page. Anyone can become a friend and get daily updates at www.facebook.
com/kennerparksandrecreation. And for continuous updates from the Kenner
Recreation Department, visit their website at www.kenner.la.us/recreaton.html.
Diaz says more changes are planned for the future. “We want to offer
classes that people will take because they add something to the quality of our
lives,” said Diaz. “We’re wide open to suggestions and we want to provide
learning opportunities that appeal to Kenner residents. I’m hoping that people
will call us with suggestions and recommendations. We have been offering
varied classes for many years and we’d like to keep improving what we provide
to make it even better.” 
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First-time homebuyers face the opportunity of a lifetime
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Real Estate

BY LINDA R. MARTIN
Today’s firsttime homebuyers
are presented with
the opportunity
of a lifetime.
Mortgage rates in early December stood
near lows last seen during the Truman
administration while home prices were
well off their peaks of previous years. The
combination made housing affordability,
as measured by the National Association
of Realtors, the highest since NAR
launched its “Affordability Index” in
1973.
Housing inventory is also abundant
in many markets, enabling first-timers to
secure good homes and pave the way to
their financial futures. Indeed, homes and
their long-term virtues of shelter, wealthbuilding and personal and civic pride, are
available at bargain-basement prices that
won’t, or can’t, last.
Naturally, first-timers have many
questions about home buying, starting
with costs. With research and the services
of a licensed real estate professional,
these consumers can demystify the
process and place themselves on the fast
track to homeownership.
Knowledge is power – Nine out of
every 10 home searches today begin
on the Internet. With just a few mouse
clicks, you can peruse neighborhoods,
search countless online listings and
take virtual tours packed with detailed

photographs. The process gives you
working knowledge of home availability
and pricing in your local markets so by
the time you sit down with your real
estate sales professional you’re well on
your way.
Also visit informative websites such
as www.ginniemae.gov, www.realtor.com
and your local realtors and check the local
newspaper for homebuyer seminars.
Affordability – Costs involved in
the purchase of a home – mortgage, down
payment and closing expenditures – can be
overwhelming to first-time homebuyers.
By looking at your income and debt ratio,
your real estate professional can help
you calculate how much you can afford
each month in mortgage payments. But
before determining your price range, you
should also take into consideration other
factors that will affect your monthly
budget once you are a homeowner, such
as property taxes, insurance, utilities and
maintenance. And if your down payment
is less than 20 percent of the cost of the
home, you will be responsible for private
mortgage insurance.
Mortgage payment – In today’s
buyers market, you may face competition
for your dream home. To establish your
spending limit and gain the ability
to move quickly on a home, get preapproved for a loan before you start
looking. The fact that your loan has
already been approved is of great

value to the seller because it shortens the
purchase process, and there is less of a
chance that the buyer will back out of
the sale. This process will also help you
identify any credit challenges you must
address prior to your purchase.
If you don’t have a specific
mortgage lender in mind, ask your sales
professional for a recommendation.
Down payment – The down
payment amount varies depending on the
value of the home you choose and your
mortgage lender. First-time homebuyers
may also qualify for down-payment
assistance programs and grants available
through their states and municipalities.
Contact your state housing finance
authority, county housing and community
development office for an application.
Closing costs must be factored in
as well. These include origination fees
charged by the lender, title and settlement
fees, taxes and prepaid items such as
homeowners insurance or homeowner
association fees. All told, buyers should
spend no more than 28 percent of their
income on housing costs, according to
Fannie Mae. Your real estate professional
will be able to explain your options.
Making offers – Make sure you

Purchasing

Enroll today in the City of Kenner

(continued from page 1)

be certain that they are qualified to provide the services or goods that they are
offering, also, in a timely manner and at the lowest competitive price.
Another major function of the purchasing department is to maintain a record
of the entire city inventory and, at year’s end, an annual reconciliation of the
inventory is conducted to control and safeguard Kenner’s assets and to eliminate
excess in purchases.
“My staff of seven city employees is very dedicated, hard-working and
diligent in ensuring that all purchases comply with the Louisiana State Public Bid
Law and with city purchasing policies and procedures,” said Campos. One of the
aims of the purchasing department, said Campos, is to provide all city departments
with quality products at the lowest bid price.
Companies who are interested in doing business with the city of Kenner may
visit www.kenner.la.us and click on the link for “business.” This site is also available
to review bids. Interested vendors may also visit www.centralauctionhouse.com,
which provides e-purchasing capabilities to vendors, also known as “electronic
procurement.”
Being named to the purchasing department director position by former Mayor
Ed Muniz in 2007, Campos is the city’s youngest department head and, at this
time, the only Hispanic to head a city department.
Campos grew up on the West Bank, graduating from Immaculata High School
before going on to Loyola University where she earned a bachelor’s degree. She is
currently pursuing a master’s degree at the University of New Orleans.
As an employee of the Jefferson Parish Department of Citizen’s Services
while in high school, Campos became familiar with the workings of government
She continued to work in that parish department while a student at Loyola
University. Campos also worked in the Jefferson Parish Department of Transit
before accepting a position with the city of Kenner. 

visit several different homes to get a
feel for the marketplace. Visit the ones
you like again to see things you might
have missed. Work with your real estate
professional to get all of your questions
answered before making an offer. And
remember there are no silly questions.
Make sure you understand and are
comfortable with every aspect of the
transaction.
Indeed, home ownership remains
a sound financial decision for most and
a key component of long-term financial
planning. First-time buyers who seek
homes for all the right reasons – a place
to raise a family, build for the future and
face life’s opportunities and challenges
– can secure their dreams and build for
their futures at some of the most attractive
values in years. 
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed
in Louisiana, can be reached at 4436464 or at her office located at 4140
Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA,
USA. Prudential Gardner Realtors is
an independently owned and operated
member of Prudential Real Estate
Affiliates, Inc., a Prudential Financial
company. Visit the Prudential website at
www.prudentialgardner.com.

The First-Time Homebuyer Training Assistance Program is a homebuyer education class taught by
four approved HUD certified training agencies which explains the home-buying process to
prospective homeowners, especially first time home-buyers. The program is designed to increase
your knowledge and develop the skills necessary for potential homebuyers to successfully select and
finance a home.

The City of Kenner, through its
Department of Community Development
will use HOME Program funds to assist
current Kenner residents who wish to
acquire a home in the City of Kenner.

Household Size
Maximum Income

1
$34, 300

Income-qualified participants could
become eligible to receive down payment
and closing cost assistance of up to
$10,000.00 and up to $40,000.00 in the
form of a grant used to lower your
mortgage .

Household Income Limits
2
3
4
5
6
7
$39, 200 $44, 100 $48, 950 $52, 900 $56, 800 $60, 700

8
$64, 650

To apply for assistance please call, email or visit
The City of Kenner Community Development Department
2100 Rev. Richard Wilson Drive (formally 3rd St.)
Kenner, LA 70063
504-468-7588
For More Information please call or email Michele Foster, Housing Specialist at
mfoster@kenner.la.us
Michael S. Yenni
MAYOR

Arleeta O. Terrell
DIRECTOR
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Banking

Congratulations
BY GUY WILLIAMS
You
have
survived
a
very tough first
decade in the
new millennium.
There is no need
to recap the turmoil. We all know what
we have been through. But, the good
news is that we are here. Now, how do
we work to make the next decade better?
Ten years seems like a long time but
as anyone who has children can tell you
it can go by very quickly.
The first and most important step
is to decide what your most important
financial goals are for the next decade.
Some common goals are to pay off
your house, get out of debt, save for
retirement or college or even to plan for
a big charitable gift.
Whatever your goals are, prioritize,
list them from one to whatever.
The first thought when looking at
the list is that it is too long and can’t be
done. You’re right. It can’t, unless you
are willing to prioritize your goals and
change your behavior to make it happen.
Many people think that I am now
going to suggest a budget. I’m not. A
budget is what you do at work to restrain

spending. What you need is even more
important – a spending plan. Most of
the money you get will be spent. The
question is who will decide how to
spend it?
If you don’t make a spending plan
your money will simply bleed away
subject to the whim of the moment. If
you actually make a plan the money will
be spent the way you intend. I know that
in the short run you may not have much
flexibility due to fixed obligations but
you do have some flexibility.
The goal of a spending plan is to
focus your money on your priorities.
This takes discipline and hard work but
the payoff is wonderful.
As you start this process first list all
of your income regardless of source. It
could include salary, business income
or tax refunds. The second step can
be scary. List all of your expenses.
Compare the two totals. At some point
in our lives many of us have found that
we spend more than we make. This can’t
last. You aren’t the federal government.
At some point you have to live within
your means. That point is now. If you
are spending more than you make you
have to adjust your lifestyle so that

income exceeds expense.
Once income exceeds expense you
can begin to make progress toward your
goals. Begin even if only in a very small
way to apply your money to whatever
your first financial goal is.
At this point, step back and look
at your spending plan. What percent
of your money goes to pay debt? What
goes to food, travel or entertainment?
When you have the actual plan written
down, prepare your dream plan. How
would you like to spend your money
if there were no prior restraints like
existing debt?
Put the two plans side by side and
determine that you will take the steps
that are needed to move from your
existing plan to your dream plan. Set a

time frame, preferably 10 years or less.
Now you know what you are
working towards. Each month evaluate
your progress and make changes as
necessary in order to get to the dream
plan. The progress will be slow at first
but as you work on the plan you will
begin to pick up speed. This is when it
becomes fun, as you realize that you can
control your finances and through that
control meet your life goals. 
Guy Williams is president and chief
executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and
Trust Company. Their Kenner branch
office is located at 3410 Williams
Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch
manager, can be contacted at 5653661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s
website at www.gulfbank.com.
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KENNER
STR
“The man who stops advertising
to save money
is like the man
who stops
the clock to
save time.”

—THOMAS
JEFFERSON

For advertising rates call
468-9125
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New Year’s resolutions that stick

23

Fitness

BY YVETTE DUSSOUY

It’s that time of year
again. We’ve put away the
noisemakers, watched the
Times Square countdown
and sung the lyrics to Auld
Lang Syne. For millions of
us, it’s also a time to make a resolution that we’ll
get fit in the new year.
According to research conducted at the
University of Scranton, nearly half of all adults
will make some type of New Year’s resolution.
The top three resolutions are to stop smoking, lose
weight, and exercise regularly.
Unfortunately, the same research study also
indicates that 25 percent of all resolutions will be
abandoned after only one week, and another 10
percent dropped after the first month.
How do you make your new year’s fitness
resolution actually stick? If you’re one of the

ambitious would-be exercisers who decides that
2011 is your year to get in shape, here’s some tips
for sticking to your fitness resolution this year:
1.Change your sweat-itude – Adopt a new
attitude for this year’s resolution to get fit. Instead
of forcing yourself to log endless hours on the
treadmill, decide that you will only participate in
fitness activities that you actually enjoy. Whether
it be dance fitness, ice skating or martial arts, there
are many ways to get fit that won’t leave you
dreading your workout.
2.Set a realistic goal – Many of us abandon
our New Year’s resolutions because we’ve set
ourselves up to fail. If you want to keep your goal,
it needs to be a realistic goal. Think about what
you can actually do this year. If you’ve never
jogged more than a mile, it’s unlikely that you’ll
run a marathon in April. Perhaps setting the goal
of running a 5K is better suited for this year, and

Health

Ochsner Health System named “Consumer Choice Award”
winner by New Orleans consumers
New Orleans residents have named Ochsner
Health System a “Consumer Choice Award”
winner for the 15th straight year. The Consumer
Choice Award reflects the growing role consumer
choice plays in the healthcare field.
For 15 years, the National Research
Corporation (NRC) has presented annually the
Consumer Choice Awards for the most-preferred
hospitals for quality and image in more than 300
U.S. Markets. The award honors hospitals that area
consumers feel have the highest quality and image
in their market based on multiple consumer ratings.
In the largest study of its kind, NRC surveyed more
than 250,000 households nationwide.

“Receiving the ‘Consumer Choice Award’
represents the dedication and hard work of our
employees and medical staff. I am grateful for what
we have accomplished. This award affirms the trust
our communities have in Ochsner. We work every
day to earn that trust,” said Dr. Patrick Quinlan,
chief executive officer of Ochsner Health System.
Winners, named in Modern Healthcare
magazine, are selected from the nationwide
consumer health care profile, the NRC Ticker
study. NRC is a recognized industry leader,
with two decades of specialization in healthcare
performance measurement. 

save the marathon for another year.
3.Plan for success – Pull out your Blackberry. Select what
fitness classes you will attend during the next few weeks
and schedule these classes on your calendar. Consider these
appointments as important as lunch with your boss or the
annual check-up with your dentist. In other words, don’t cancel
your fitness appointments – no matter what comes up!
4.Enlist help – Tell your friends, family, and co-workers
about your resolution. Ask them to hold you accountable and
to help you meet your goal. If your social life used to be all
about food and drinks, suggest to your friends that you go
bowling or hiking instead.
5.Reward yourself – It’s important that you recognize
your achievements, even if they appear small. Establish some
rewards for sticking to your fitness regimen. After one week of
success, book a manicure or pedicure. After the first full month,
splurge on a new handbag. And if you fall off the wagon, don’t
punish yourself! Get back up, dust yourself off and start all
over again. 
Yvette Dussouy, for over 15 years has owned and operated
the Kenner Jazzercise Fitness Center, which is located at
4228 Williams Boulevard. A certified instructor for over 18
years, Dussouy has been awarded Pacesetter Elite status by
Jazzercise, Inc. for the past 12 years. Dussouy can be reached
at 464-4600 or jazspot@aol.com. The Kenner Jazzercise
Center has classes early morning, morning, afternoon,
evenings and weekends – some include childcare. This class
schedule includes classes for the overweight through the very
fit. For the complete schedule visit www.jazzercise.com.

Layoffs

(continued from page 1)

on Aging Center. We simply cannot afford to over
staff when it is proven that less staff, even parttime staffing can provide quality services.”
Yenni said he is eliminating the full time
staff position of Clerk III and that will leave the
department with two full-time coordinators that he
feels will continue the same standard of services.
His administration initiated the RIF process
early in the year, said Yenni, and when it did,
employees in Community Services were advised
of the financial situation and offered assistance
in obtaining other jobs within city government,
as well as résumé writing and assistance with
finding jobs with other agencies. Since the initial
RIF, four employees have been placed within
other departments, mostly in budgeted but unfilled
positions.
The mayor said during the 2010-2011 budget
process, the city council added dedicated hotelmotel funds, which have traditionally gone
to capital improvements in Rivertown, to the
operating budget to fund the salaries and benefits
for the employees that were to be reduced in the

Community Services budget.
“This was a stop gap measure,” Yenni said.
“The museums need to be run in a more efficient
manner which will allow for the reallocation of
those funds to promote Rivertown and encourage
economic development in that area.I want to
reiterate that the Reduction in Force process
actually began earlier this year. Although the
council’s stop-gap budget measure did delay the
implementation of the RIF, the slow economic
recovery makes it prudent to implement the RIF
now.”
The mayor said that while the action may
seem harsh to some, they need to remember that
those employees affected by the action have had
eight months notice of the impending actions, and
the city has attempted to assist them with seeking
other employment.
Yenni added, “The RIF process has been
implemented in concert with the city’s Personnel
and Civil Service Departments. The Civil Service
rules are specific in regard to the process; and all of
the rules and regulations have been followed.” 

We are a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
great difference in the care, service and value your
family receives. If you ever have a question or would
like more information feel free to call or stop by.
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Latin American News

Home equity into cash
BY RAFAEL E. SADDY
A
reverse
mortgage is a
loan available to
seniors that allows
the conversion of
home equity into
cash. The proceeds
from the loan may be tax-free (this is not
intended to be tax advice, please consult
a tax advisor, payment of property taxes
is still required), and you can spend them
on the things you need. Proceeds from a
reverse mortgage can be used for many
purposes such as paying for medical
costs, home remodeling or unexpected
expenses. The loan is repaid, with interest,
when the borrower dies, moves, sells the
house or fails to pay property taxes or
homeowners insurance. However, you
must be very careful as fraud has no
racial barriers nor does it favor any class
or income. You can become a victim of
reverse mortgage fraud when you least
expect it by skilled individuals, relatives,
caretakers or financial advisers who
could possibly leave you in higher debt
or worse yet, leave you without a home
and income. You can minimize the risk
by exercising caution and prudence by
getting familiar with the pros and the cons

of reverse mortgages and by conducting
business with a reputable real estate
agency or agent.
Reverse mortgages have been in
existence for many years, but it is only
recently that revisions to the program
have made it possible for numerous
lenders nationwide to begin offering the
program. As with many programs, the
potential for fraud and abuse is always
there. Is reverse mortgaging a scam?
Certainly not, but we must be careful
and understand the large fees associated
with the loans. For example a six to 10
percent fee on a reverse mortgage loan of
$50,000 ranges between $3,000 to $5,000
dollars and on a $100,000 loan the fees
could range between $6,000 to $10,000
dollars. Fraud cases have been reported
to increase year after year and due to the
current economic situation, it is expected
that 2011 will be no different.
If you feel you are victim of a scam
there are several agencies you can report to.
Assistanceisavailableinseverallanguages,
including
Spanish
from
Homeowner ’s
Hope
Hot
Line at 1-800-

955-HOPE (4673), the Federal Trade
Commission at 877-FTC-HELP (1-877382-4357) or the office of the Louisiana
State Attorney General at 225-326-6079.
You can also submit your complaint
online in English or Spanish.
Community Announcements
January 13
Unidad Hispanoamericana – General
meeting and planning for 2011 pageant.
For information call 512-2362 or 4686116.
January 21
General meeting of the Latin Council
to discuss of issues affecting the Hispanic
community. For information call 225219-4206.
January 30
CubaNola – Health fair, music, food,
soccer and lots of family fun from 10:00
a.m. until 4:00 p.m. For information call
444-6582.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center
The city of Kenner is the first

community in the state of Louisiana to
create a resource center for its growing
Hispanic population. The center offers
various programs as well as access to
information and referrals for all sorts of
issues. For information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro
K-TV-76 Hispanic TV programs with
topics of interest to the community every
Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday
at 8:00 p.m. For more information and
program schedule go to www.kenner.la.us
and click on the K-TV 76 logo.
I leave you with this thought “The
world connects not by molecules. It
connects through ideas, hopes, faces,
dreams, actions, stories and memories!
Always remember this as we begin our
new year!” 
Rafael E. Saddy is public relations
officer of the Latin American Civic
Association of Louisiana (LACAL).
Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net.
Correspondence for be sent to P.O. Box
640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Community

Jennifer Ledet to speak at January KPBA meeting

“11 years experience”

FREE ESTIMATES

Call today for
expert installation by
Brazilian native
Fernando.

Ceramic - Marble
Porcelain - Stones
Floors - Backsplashes

Owner/Installer: Fernando Calore
292-2461

The Kenner Professional Business Association
will hold its monthly luncheon on Tuesday, January
18, 2011, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel located at 2829
Williams Boulevard in Kenner.
Jennifer Ledet will be the featured speaker.
Born and raised in the bayous of south Louisiana,
Jennifer Ledet will speak on her unique perspective
on leadership. In her presentation, Ledet will share
her recipe for “leadership gumbo.” As a certified
facilitator of DiSC, Ledet teaches organizations and
individuals the power of self-understanding and
awareness to help them achieve their maximum
potential and improve the bottom line. Working
with CEOs to front-line supervisors, Ledet offers
a participant-centered program with real-world

examples and powerful stories (some with a Cajun
twist) to ensure that participants discover new ideas,
develop practical techniques and have fun in the
process.
Ledet has authored over 100 articles on
leadership and writes monthly leadership columns
that appear in several business publications.
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. and lunch starts
at noon. Reservations are required to attend and can
be emailed to reservations@kpba.biz.
The KPBA club is a community-based
networking organization for men and women. For
more information about attending the KPBA meeting
or joining the club visit www.kpba.biz. 

Rotarians see the need and donate to Kenner

Officials of the Kenner Rotary Club made
contributions on December 20, 2010, to three city
departments as part of a broader focus on charity
work by the civic organization.
Club president Rick Wilderman said one of
Rotary’s main creeds is “Service above Self” in the
community. To that end, the Kenner Rotary Club
formed a charitable giving committee a couple of
months ago. The committee performed a needs
assessment last month that identified private and
public entities which it recommended for charitable
support.
Kenner Rotary officials gave a $250 check
to the Kenner Fire Department to help pay for
training aids in a fire prevention program for local
kids. The Rotary gave a $500 check to the Kenner
Community Development Department to help pay
for an after-school tutoring program at Kenner
resource centers. Continuing its support of the
Food Bank, the Rotary Club donated a check for
$2,000.

Wilderman said the Kenner club has been
supporting the Kenner Food Bank for several
years, and during the past weekend, participated
in the Old Man River Race with the New Orleans
Track Club by providing hot pancake breakfasts to
1,158 race participants and other support persons.
“We plan to give more to the food bank once we
get final figures from the track meet.”
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said he was
pleased by the Rotarians’ eagerness to help Kenner,
adding, “Without organizations like this, we would
not be able to provide for all our residents who
need help to get by during the year.”
The Rotary Club also identified two families
in need that it provided full help for the holidays,
including a Christmas tree, food, toys, clothes and
personal items.
Over the past weekend, the Kenner club
assembled 156 food baskets for Christmas,
complete with turkeys and all the fixings which are
being distributed to needy families in Kenner. 
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Thirty-one Ochsner nurses
named to “Great 100 Nurses
of Louisiana”

Ochsner Health System recently announced that 31 of their registered nurses
are among the Great 100 Nurses of Louisiana. The recipients were honored for
their outstanding contributions and commitment to the profession at the Great
100 Nurses Celebration on Wednesday, October 20, 2010 at the Pontchartrain
Center in Kenner.
“These outstanding nurses live out our mission every day,” said Nancy L.
Davis, senior vice president, patient care and system chief nursing officer at
Ochsner Health System. “They are committed to healing and caring through
their relationships with their patients and teammates. We are grateful for their
professional contributions to making our nursing organization among the finest
in the country.”
These exemplary nurses are selected by their peers and patients, based on
their concern for humanity, their contribution to the community and the nursing
profession.
Seven of the thirty-one honored nurses were from Ochsner Medical CenterKenner. Those nurses are Jeanne M. Alleman, Helena Asprion, Mary Emmons,
Lori B. Olivier, Sandra M. Pitre, Nancy U. St. Germain and Reggie Vicks.
“These nurses represent many, many years of nursing experience in a
variety of care settings. They received this recognition for their ability to make
a difference and relate in such a caring manner with patients and families,” said
Lisa Colletti, CNO at Ochsner Medical Center.
Ochsner has had 164 Great 100 nurses in the past five years. 

Ochsner Health System
campuses will become
tobacco-free on April 1
On the day of the 35th annual Great American Smokeout in November,
Ochsner Health System announced its Living the Legacy initiative in which all
Ochsner facilities and property will officially become tobacco-free on April 1,
2011. Ochsner campuses will no longer provide designated smoking areas or
ashtrays.
In 1939, Dr. Alton Ochsner, one of Ochsner’s founders, discovered the link
between tobacco use and lung cancer. He then dedicated the rest of his life to
educating the world on the dangerous effects of smoking. “Living the Legacy, as
we call it, will be a reflection of Dr. Ochsner’s life’s work and his breakthrough
research,” said Dr. Patrick Quinlan, chief executive officer of Ochsner Health
System. “By prohibiting tobacco use at and around our facilities, we are not
only living that legacy but also ensuring that our patients have the most healing,
safe environment possible.”
“Over the next five months we will begin the education process for
implementing our tobacco-free initiative at all eight Ochsner medical centers
and our area health centers,” said Joan Mollohan, Ochsner Health System
Senior Vice President of Human Resources. On April 1, 2011, the use of all
tobacco products will be prohibited on any Ochsner Health System campus
by all employees, patients and visitors. The initiative will prohibit the use of
all tobacco products, including cigarettes, cigars, chewing tobacco and all
other tobacco-related products while on Ochsner property. “We care about
our employees’ health and the impact to the health of the community,” said
Mollohan.
“We encourage other healthcare organizations to join us in becoming
tobacco-free,” said Quinlan. “As a healthcare organization, it is our responsibility
to lead by example on issues that impact public health.” Research has shown
that smoking damages nearly every organ in the human body and accounts for
approximately 30 percent of all cancer deaths. In addition, 75 percent of the
disease in the country is due to lifestyle choices.
Ochsner recognizes that quitting is never easy. As a result, a plan will be put
into place to help those employees interested in quitting succeed. Ochsner will
also offer free smoking cessation classes for the public. 

Laketown Village
Williams Boulevard between Vintage Drive and Joe Yenni Boulevard

26 Years
Experience

By Appointment 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. Mon. – Sat.
INFANTS TO TEENS • SPECIAL KIDS WELCOME
4232 Williams Blvd. Suite 102 • 464-0624

Victoria A.M. Smith, M.D.
NOW
BACK
KENN IN
ER

Family Practice

Se habla español
fala-se português

Men • Women • Children
Female Care • Pap Smears
Contraception

Office Hours by Appointment
4228 Williams Blvd., Suite 203 • 496-0138 or 889-4011
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Government Auditor

(continued from page 1)

Yenni said that as a condition of her
employment, she must obtain the status
of a certified internal auditor, and she will
begin courses immediately to achieve
that designation. He said Newton’s
salary was set at $55,000 a year.
Newton comes to Kenner from the
private sector with more than seven years
of internal controls experience. She has
worked as a cost estimator, purchasing
analyst and information analyst.
Yenni said her contributions to
the city as the new assistant to the
mayor/internal auditor include the
areas of department and policy reform,
budget correction, implementing cost
savings initiatives, compliance issues,
risk assessment and performance

Photo by Barry Sprague

Kenner names outstanding employee for October 2010
During a meeting of the city of Kenner department directors on November 18, 2010, the award
of outstanding employee for the month of October, 2010, was presented to Jay Sprague, systems
specialist for the Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications. Mayor Michael S.
Yenni presented the certificate of appreciation. Sprague was cited for his knowledge and assistance
in all matters affecting Kenner’s information systems and telecommunications; for aiding in the
smooth transition from the department’s previous director to the new director, and his work to
assist what is described as a seamless move of the Public Works Department from its old offices on
Williams Boulevard to its renovated offices and headquarters at the former Barbre Middle School
building. Sprague was praised as an incredible asset to the city who can be found working before
and after hours to make sure the city’s needs are met in a timely, efficient and effective fashion.

24-hour electricAl service

bELLCO ELECTRiC

7 Da
A W ys
eek

Residential • Commercial

LA License #28613

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE
BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE
over
30 Years
experience

455-2355

No Job Too Small - We Do all!

METAiRiE
KENNER
LICENSED
INSURED
LICENSED •¥ BONDED
BONDED ¥• INSURED

N.O. AREA

OWNER
OWNER RONNIE
RONNIE BELLACI
BELLACI

measurement.
Newton also has experience
coordinating,
implementing
and
enforcing a records retention system
mandated by the Texas Department of
Insurance for one of the largest property
and casualty insurance companies in the
United States.
A graduate of Mount Carmel
Academy in New Orleans, Newton
recently relocated to her hometown
of Kenner and is “looking forward to
helping the city accomplish its objectives
by bringing a systematic, disciplined
approach to evaluate and improve the
effectiveness of risk management,
efficiency of operating systems and local
government processes.” 

Sewer fee

(continued from page 1)

continues to “overflow and discharge raw
sewerage into nearby roads, drainage and
waterways.” The environmental agencies
say the overflows from an outmoded
sewerage system largely built in the
1940s and 50s is “a threat to public health,
animals, the environmental and federal
and state waterways.”
In order to begin the process of
funding the rebuilding of the sewerage
system, Mayor Yenni proposed, and the
Kenner City Council, by a vote of 6 to
1, agreed in November 2010, to increase
sewer bills for Kenner households.
Yenni said an estimated $44 million
of additional funding is needed. He
recommended phased increases spread
over four years to underwrite two separate
bond issues proposed to spread out the
increase.
There has not been an increase in

Kenner sewer fees since 1991. Under
the mayor’s plan, after the average sewer
bill goes up to $16.04 per month in
2011, there will be a further increase to
an average of $21.02 in 2012, $21.43 in
2013 and $26.45 in 2014.
“This is painful for all of us but we
have run out of room to pretend that
sewerage in Kenner isn’t a problem,”
said Yenni. “The alternative of accepting
millions of dollars in fines is just
unacceptable. It would bankrupt the city
and do nothing to address our problem.”
“The overall, long-term outlook for
the city of Kenner with the sewer system is
excellent,” said Yenni. “But the problems
of environmentally dangerous overflows
from our aged sewerage system cannot
be ignored. We addressed it the best way
through a phased series of increases in
sewer bills over a period of years.” 

DeFrancesch

(continued from page 1)

addition to Target and the theater, she
and Mayor Mike Yenni are working on
landing another anchor store that would
be part of an upgrade of The Esplanade
mall that will vastly improve its customer
draw and the economic impact that the
mall has on the Kenner economy. In fact,
DeFrancesch says she is also currently in
talks with other major retail outlets that
want to locate in other areas of her district.
“The certainty of the Target store and
a Solomon-backed theater gives us the
credibility to pursue other top-of-the-line
stores,” says DeFrancesch. “This new
theater is going to be a first-class operation
that will draw movie-goers and shoppers
from throughout the region.”
Now being reviewed by the Kenner
Planning Commission, the proposed
theater is expected to be before the City
Council in early 2011 for final approval.
The planners, including DeFrancesch,
have tweaked the original design, moving
it a few hundred feet but keeping it on

the western end of the mall. The yetto-be-named store that the mayor and
councilwoman are pursuing would
be connected to the mall while the
49,014-square foot theater would be freestanding.
“I know that people wish this process
could be moved faster, but there are millions
of dollars involved and every decision
has to be reviewed on many levels,” said
DeFrancesch. “The first step was selling
the Target people on The Esplanade mall.
Now, they’re talking about plans for an
August opening. When that fell in place,
it helped lock up the plans for the theater
which is now getting its final review. The
combination of the Target store and the
theater is encouraging other businesses
to locate at The Esplanade mall and will
help that mall to rank with the best in the
region. We have to be patient and take it
one step at a time, but we’re making real
progress and hopefully can land more than
one major retailer.” 
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Vote

“BRING YOUR HOME TO A NEW LEVEL”

(continued from page 1)

fire calls or health emergencies with
three men on a truck, rather than the
four firefighters that the fire insurance
industry considers the safe minimum.
Our quality of life in Kenner is at stake.
Fire and police should be funded with
stable revenues dedicated year in and
year out to those departments. Property
taxes are the only source to accomplish
that type of steady funding.”
Yenni said that if the tax proposal fails,
he will have to take the city’s available
funds to underwrite the costs of the police
department and the fire department while
eliminating some programs within the
community services, code enforcement
and recreation departments. Yenni also
said the city is in an economic crisis,
that his administration has trimmed the
budget all it can, including putting a
hold on pay raises the past two years,
an across-the board budget cut of 10
percent and eliminating 75 unfilled jobs.
Another 10-percent cut would have
required layoffs from many existing
filled positions, virtually crippling some
of the smaller departments. Cuts like that
will surely affect Kenner citizens.
The April 2 ballot will include millage
proposals for police operation and police
capital needs, and fire operation and fire
capital needs with the money dedicated
only to those purposes and it cannot be
spent on anything else without a vote of
the people.
Mayor Yenni is also asking voters to
renew a small sewer millage (1.14 mills)
that will run out next year and renew and
slightly increase a small garbage millage
(from 1.61 to 2.4 mills) that will run out
next year.
“My critics say that I’m asking for
too much and that my proposal is too
big,” said Mayor Yenni. “I’m saying that
this is a quality of life referendum for
Kenner. Either we opt for safe streets and
code enforcement, services for our aged,
a food bank for the hungry and a great
recreation department or we decide these
things are too much for Louisiana’s sixth
largest city, but I think we need to be able
to provide the services that people expect
to have living in Kenner.”
Yenni said Kenner leaders of the
past made an understandable mistake
when they allowed the city to become
overly dependent on sales tax dollars
at a time when revenues were pouring
in from the Treasure Chest Casino, The
Esplanade shopping mall and what was
then New Orleans International Airport.
“It must have seemed that the money
would never dry up,” Yenni said. “Why
then raise property tax millages when the
city seemed to be swimming in money?
But now, when the city is in a serious
financial crisis, there are those who
are against raising millages. So, today,
Kenner is at the bottom of the scale with
just 18 mills of property tax compared
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to, for example, the city of Gretna which
has 44 mills. Gretna also has a worldclass police department and excellent
fire protection. It’s a trade-off. Property
taxes are higher than in Kenner but they
aren’t facing a police department or fire
department crisis. I’m asking citizens
to give us the same dedicated funding
that other cities have so we can provide
adequate police and fire protection.”
Yenni said Kenner officials made
a second mistake six years ago when a
previous administration and City Council
reduced the funding for the police
department by $1.5 million a year. He
said police and fire departments should
have dedicated monies so any type of
economic crisis in the future will not
affect the quality of service to the people.
Joining the mayor in preparing
to campaign for the tax proposal are
Police Chief Steve Caraway, Fire Chief
John Hellmers and members of both
departments. “By not knowing what
our budget will be from one year to
the next, since the police department
is funded by fluctuating revenues that
are affected in so many different ways,
makes it extremely difficult to plan for
hiring, replacing equipment and overall
running the police department in an
efficient manner,” said Chief Caraway.
“We have one of the safest communities
in the Gulf South but when our police
department cannot plan to fund the basics
we can lose the ability keep the lid on
crime.” Chief Hellmers said that Kenner
firefighters, responding to emergency
calls, saved fourteen heart attack victims
in 2009 and 2010 but the fiscal crisis may
make it impossible to continue sending
firefighters out on medical calls. “As the
mayor said, it’s a quality of life issue,”
said Chief Hellmers. “But you can’t
provide services for which there are no
funds.”
If passed, the new millages requested
by Mayor Yenni, dedicated to the city’s
police and fire departments, would add
$135 (which amounts to less than $12 a
month) to the annual property tax bill of
an owner-occupied residence assessed
at $150,000. The increase for a home
assessed at $250,000 would be $315
(about $26 a month).
Mayor Yenni, Chief Caraway and
Chief Hellmers said they’re ready to take
their campaign to the streets of Kenner and
hope they’ll be joined by city employees,
police officers and firefighters.
“I believe the future of Kenner
will be determined by the outcome of
this property tax proposal. It’s simply a
quality of life issue.” said Mayor Yenni. “I
hope Kenner voters will be open-minded
and give me a chance to make my case to
provide them with the basic city services
they deserve. Then, whatever they decide
I can accept. But, I’m certainly going to
give this my best shot.” 

Call Today To Qualify !!!
GRANT MONEY STILL AVAILABLE
UP TO $160,000

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
Locally Owned & Operated
www.Elevationsshoring.com
/ Operated

725 – 3RD STREET

KENNER, LA 70062

(504) 888-5438 (LIFT)
(
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With SBA Lending Solutions
from Gulf Coast Bank,
I didn’t have to
shop around.
As Louisiana’s largest SBA lender, Gulf Coast
* Bank
offers a variety of small business lending options,
so you’re sure to find one that’s the perfect fit for
you. Whether you’re starting up or expanding,
our experienced lending officers will create
a program tailored to your business’
specific needs and goals.
If your business is building,
we want to help!

SBA Loans from
Gulf Coast Bank offer:
•
•
•
•

Competitive rates
Lower down payments
Longer loan terms
Fast credit approvals

*Gulf Coast Bank was rated the SBA’s Top Dollar Lender in
the Louisiana market. Ranking as of 9/30/2010.

1-800-223-2060 www.Gulfbank.com
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd., Kenner
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onsite management
high & dry
we accept your deliveries
hurricane wind rated
140,000 square feet
state-of-the-art construction
commercial inventory & materials storage
household goods
business records
classic & vintage car storage
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www.bigeasyselfstorage.com
P.O. Box 641654 • Kenner, Louisiana 70064
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