
Kenner Police Chief 
Steve Caraway is very 
pleased that he doesn’t have 
to reduce the number of 
police officers assigned to 
Kenner neighborhoods, he 
won’t have to close down 
the K-9 unit and he’ll be 
able to buy a significant 
number of new cars.

But, as pleased as he is 
to have gotten through the 
fiscal crisis of 2011, he’s 
already thinking about the 
likely fiscal crisis of 2012.

“I think I speak 
for everyone in our 
department when I express 
my appreciation to the 
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Kenner’s three member legislative delegation 
won a huge victory for the city with passage of a bill 
that allows Kenner to sub-lease Laketown land and 
water bottoms for a commercial development that 
might one day rival the huge West End development 
in New Orleans during the 1950s, 60s and 70s.

State Representative Tony Ligi, who represents 
Kenner, says the key to the passage of the legislation 
was convincing Governor Bobby Jindal, who lived 
in Kenner while serving as the First Congressional 
District U.S. Representative, that it was a good idea.

“The governor wasn’t sure at first that it was a good 
idea to open that door for commercial development 
on the lakefront but he later re-considered and 
decided it was okay,” said Ligi. He was joined by 
Kenner’s two other legislators, state Senator Danny 
Martiny and state Representative Tom Willmott.

Kenner District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn was the 
first to bring attention to the legislators the idea of 
changing the water bottoms lease situation so Kenner 
would have the chance to change the landscape of 
Laketown. “I’ve always thought Laketown had the 
potential to become a West End-like commercial 

area,” said Zahn, “And if we develop Laketown 
properly this could be one of the most exciting 
changes that our city has ever seen. I wanted to 
proceed cautiously so before I asked Representative 
Ligi to draw up this bill, I sought out leaders of 
Kenner’s civic and neighborhood improvement 
groups to be sure that the business community had 
no objections to the development of Laketown.”

The passage of the legislation opens the door for 
the administration of Mayor Michael S. Yenni to begin 
seeking interested developers who share the vision 
of a commercial lakefront development featuring 
food, music and recreation. Some are hoping it might 
emulate the Coconut Beach development in New 
Orleans of the 1990s until Hurricane Katrina. Others 
see the possibility of a West End-type development 
that was a huge asset for New Orleans and Jefferson 
Parish near the lake for more than three decades.

“Currently, there is nothing on the lakefront like 
a West End, a Pontchartrain Beach or a Coconut 
Beach,” said Ligi. “It is to the credit of Councilman 
Zahn, Mayor Yenni and his administration that they 

State Representative Tony Ligi

continued on page 26

State Representative Tom Willmott State Senator Danny Martiny

The Kenner Star 
newspaper is entering 
into its 20th year 
of publication this 
month. Candy Lovitt, 
managing editor, said, 
“The Kenner Star has 
taken great pride in 
helping to make Kenner 
residents aware of the 
good news and progress 
being made within 
our city. To everyone 
who contributes to 
the publication of 
the Kenner Star each 
month we extend an 

appreciative thank you.”
“The focus and goal 

of our business model 
has always been about 
growing the Kenner 
economy. The Kenner 
Star encourages our 
readers to shop locally 
and promotes the 
investments that local 
entrepreneurs have 
made in our city. We 
provide a forum for 
Kenner professionals 
to share their expertise 
with the community. 

The Kenner Star enters 
20th year of telling the 
city’s story

During budget talks 
for the 2011-2012 fiscal 
year the Lincoln Manor 
playground in south 
Kenner, along with two 
other playgrounds, were 
proposed to be closed this 
year, in part for financial 
reasons but also because 
of the low numbers of 
athletic participants 
in the city’s children 
recreation leagues.

Kenner Parks and 
Recreation Director Ken 
Marroccoli said, “For the 
past three or four years, 
Lincoln Manor has had 
significant drops in levels 
of participation and were 
not even able to field 
teams in many sports. So 
that we could guarantee 
that the children could 
play, when they’ve come 

A strong effort by the 
community wins a reprieve for 
Lincoln Manor Playground
BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 30

Chief Caraway grateful to 
administration, council, Zahn, but 
financial woes not permanently solved
BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 28

Kenner Mayor 
Michael S. Yenni and 
his administration are 
encouraged by their 
collaborative efforts with 
the Kenner City Council 
that have yielded a 
balanced budget that 
serves the needs of the 
police department, keeps 
all the city’s playgrounds 
open and keeps the city’s 
capital funds budget 
intact.

It had been 

feared that the police 
department would be 
short of funds, having 
to close down its canine 
unit, issue summons 
rather than make arrests 
of those accused of 
misdemeanors and 
possibly close three of 
the city’s playgrounds.

But, Kenner Chief 
Administrative Officer 
Mike Quigley says 
the administration and 

Yenni administration, City Council 
work together to come up with 
balanced budget
BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 26

Kenner legislative delegation wins right for city to launch 
“West End” type development at Laketown
BY ALLAN KATZ

Grand opening
July 25.

see story on page 31

continued on page 25
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The EJGH Sleep Disorders Center is committed to getting  

you the sleep you need. Our board certified team can diagnose  

and treat your sleep problems so you can achieve a restful sleep.

•  Sleep ApneA  •  InSomnIA  •  TeeTh GrIndInG

•  SnorInG  •  reSTleSS leG Syndrome

You could be getting restful, rejuvenating sleep  

as soon as next week. Visit www.ejgh.org  

or call 504-849-8700 to learn more. 

Most major insurances accepted.

 www.ejgh.org Accredited by the American Academy of Sleep Medicine 

not sleeping well?

EJGH
East Jefferson General Hospital

Sleep Disorders Center
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Narrated by Star Trek’s Kate Mulgrew (Captain Janeway), The 
Planets provides a spectacular tour of our Solar System and 

beyond! Witness the formation of our Solar System, explore the 
planets and their moons, and search the night sky for distant stars, 
nebulae, and galaxies. Audiences will be amazed by the stunning 

imagery and up close views of The Planets! 

The Planets

Get ready for a mix of today’s most popular musical artists 
brought to life in this dazzling display of color and light. Laser 

animations are set to selections from Justin Timberlake, Lloyd, Es-
telle, the Beastie Boys, Lil Mama the Black Eyed Peas and more. 

This show is sure to be fun and exciting for everyone!

Laser Hip Hop

Dive 12,000 feet below the surface of the ocean to join scientists in the 
search for mysterious and elusive sea creatures! 

Audiences will marvel at mystifying underwater habitats and 
explore ancient sea species in a journey from the dramatic depths of the 

sea to the far reaches of space!

MegaDome Cinema

Saturday - 3 p.m.

Saturday - 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

Saturday - Noon and 2 p.m.

Appointment only Tuesday thru Friday, 10 people or more. Call 468-7231 for reservations or info.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show; Children/Seniors, $5 per show

Multi-show packages available
www.rivertownkenner.com

Join us for an experience that is

OUT OF THIS WORLD!
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From the Editor

Political

A blue birthday for Bobby
BY jEFF CROUERE

I’ve covered 
politics for 45 
years. With the 
political climate as 
it is today and the 

sad downfall of so 
many political figures in recent times, the 
attitude toward elected officials for many 
has become very cynical. While there 
certainly have been many exceptions over 
the years, I happen to have found that 
most elected officials can be honest, really 
care about their community and try hard 
to do the right thing.

Knowing in advance that everyone 
does have their own opinion, I’d like to 
talk a little about what it’s like to hold a 
public office.

It seems that being an elected official 
now has never been a more difficult job. 
The vast majority of public officials 
I’ve covered over the years begin with 
the very best intentions of helping their 
constituents and their community while 
also trying to maintain their integrity and 

reflect the wishes of their constituents. 
After being elected, most find that it’s 
more complicated than they had imagined. 
They may find themselves in the middle 
of problems to which there seems to be 
no easy solutions. They usually discover 
that almost all the big decisions involve 
some sort of compromise. How do you 
put together a majority of votes in the 
legislature, on the City Council or on 
any board or commission? Very often, 
a compromise can be forged by finding 
a solution that a majority can vote for, 
even if it isn’t exactly the answer they 
hoped it would be. This can sometime 
cause problems from other public officials 
and members of the public. This is true 
especially on the national stage in Congress 
where sometimes issues are decided by a 
handful of votes. Constituents along party 
lines often take the attitude of “We didn’t 
send you to Washington to compromise” 
toward their Congressmen. Sometimes 
voters feel passionately that it has to be 
their way or no way with respect to certain 

issues. However, the elected official 
usually comes to realize that decisions are 
not so black and white and that in fact they 
usually have to give in order to receive.

One of my mentors in the art and 
science of governance likes to say that the 
real test of an elected official is if you can 
take a scolding from a colleague without 
thinking that you’ve been personally 
attacked. She also says that the highest 
level of attainment in public life is to 
have the ability to disagree without being 
disagreeable. Those who come into public 
life with high hopes usually find pretty 
quickly that you have to be able to put aside 
your personal feelings and accept that most 
of the time the outcome in a controversial 
issue is going to be a compromise where no 
one gets everything that they want.

In recent years, almost every tough 
question facing the executive branch, 
the legislative branch and the judicial 
branch of government, on all levels, has 
been made more difficult by the current 
recession that has seen government 

have to reduce expenses, caused jobs in 
both the public and private sectors to be 
eliminated and raised the tension level that 
affects everyone. In recent weeks, I’ve 
heard elected officials on just about every 
side of every issue talk about how the 
interest level from the public has grown 
and about the difficulties of trying to find 
a way to please everyone, which most 
people expect, but is impossible. With the 
economic situation as bleak as it is today, it 
isn’t easy to please the majority. And don’t 
forget that elected officials are well aware 
that in their decision and lawmaking they 
are expected to be accountable to all.

On the local front, if you use 
history as a guide, you have to think that 
eventually the current recession will run 
its course and the Kenner economy will 
once again have steady funding whereby 
elected officials and citizens don’t have 
to be anxiety-stricken over jobs being lost 
and services to constituents being cut or 
whether their police and fire department 

Elected officials and expectations
BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 28

This month, 
Bobby Jindal, the 
former whiz kid of 
Louisiana politics, 
turned 40 years 
old. Unfortunately 

for the governor, it must have been a very 
blue birthday. His legislative agenda for 
this session was mostly defeated. While 
he did score some victories, most of his 
major initiatives were not achieved. 
Despite persistent lobbying, his plan to 
merge SUNO and UNO failed to generate 
legislative approval. In addition, his 
short sighted idea to sell state prisons to 
generate revenue to close the budget gap 
did not even make it to the House floor for 
debate. His budget was dead on arrival, 
while his plans to consolidate boards of 
higher education and raise college tuition 
costs never generated much legislative 
support.

The governor was successful in 
sustaining his veto of the four-cent cigarette 
tax renewal. A legislative override would 
have been a major embarrassment, since 
legislators are rarely willing to challenge 
the powerful office of governor. The last 
successful gubernatorial override was 
in 1993. Ironically, legislators were able 
to circumvent the governor’s veto and 
include the cigarette tax in legislation 
funding the TOPS program that did not 
require Jindal’s signature.

Jindal was also successful in 
thwarting a plan to phase out state income 
taxes. While this has broad support among 
voters, the elimination of the income 
tax would have caused major budget 
problems. Jindal was spared the prospect 
of vetoing a popular bill months before he 
faces the voters for re-election.

This was not supposed to be the reality 
for the former boy genius. Several years 
ago, Bobby Jindal was the rising star in 
Louisiana and national politics. In 2007, 
he was elected governor amidst great 
expectations. The people of Louisiana 
had suffered through the administrations 
of Edwin Edwards, Mike Foster and 
Kathleen Blanco and were longing for 
energetic, reform oriented leadership. 
Unfortunately, Jindal delivered very 
little of substance along with plenty of 
disappointment.

His major achievement of ethics 
reform has been derided by critics 
who note that the executive branch is 
exempted. A bill in this legislative session 
to bring much needed transparency to the 
governor’s office was defeated. While 
Governor Jindal won this legislative 
victory, advocates of openness in 
government lost.

To the governor’s credit, he has been a 
good manager of state government during 
hurricanes, oil spills and river flooding. 
Nevertheless, when he is not forced 

to remain in Louisiana for legislative 
business or natural disasters, he often 
leaves the state on personal business. His 
legendary travel schedule has become 
fodder for his political opponents, who 
note that the governor’s security costs 
must be paid by state taxpayers even 
when he travels to sell books, fundraise or 
campaign.

All of his fundraising efforts have 
resulted in a massive war chest of $10 
million for Jindal. This hefty cash balance 
has not scared away his first officially 
declared opponent, Claiborne Parish 
school teacher Tara Hollis, a conservative 
Democrat, who recently switched parties.

In a recent interview I had with Ms. 
Hollis she noted that Jindal’s stewardship 
of the economy has been a disaster. It is 
hard to argue with Hollis after examining 
Jindal’s record. When the governor took 
office in 2008, the state unemployment 
rate was 3.8 percent, but today it is 
8.1 percent. In his tenure as governor, 
Louisiana has lost 169,000 jobs, even 
though he promised to recruit new jobs 
and industry to the state. His economic 
development efforts have been mostly 
failures, and major facilities like Avondale 
shipyard and Michoud assembly plant 
have shed thousands of jobs. He inherited 
a budget surplus of $1 billion, but this year 
the state faced a $1.6 billion deficit.

continued on page 31
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Two GreaT LocaTions in Kenner

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444 701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819

All salads served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers and your choice of dressing.  
Rasberry Walnut, Caesar, Lite Ranch, Honey Mustard, Fat Free Italian, Hot Bacon, 

Blue Cheese, Balsmic Basil Vinaigrette.  Extra dressing .50.

Drive Thru

Southwestern Chicken Salad - 8.95
Grilled chicken, corn, salsa, balck beans, cheddar jack cheese, cucumbers, 

tomatoes, & tortilla strips.  Served with Southwest ranch dressing.
Smoked Turkey Salad - 8.50

Smoked turkey, baby swiss, chopped walnuts and sliced apple.
Cobb Salad - 9.25

Rows of grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, carrots, boiled egg, 
cheddar jack cheese, bacon and smoked turkey.

Grilled Chicken Spinach Salad - 8.25
Fresh spinach, grilled chicken, feta cheese, black olives, tomatoes and cucumbers.

Chef Salad - 9.25
Grilled chicken, smoked ham, cheddar jack cheese, boiled egg, fresh tomatoes, 

bacon and alfalfa sprouts.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

Call Ahead for

To Go Orders!

WiFi all

locatio
ns

The July 
through September 
months are long 
established as the 
hurricane months 
in our area and 

Kenner has been working to meet the 
annual threat that hurricanes present to 
our community.

This is the first year our city has 
an office of emergency management 
and a coordinator to run it. Creation of 
the office was an outgrowth of the city 
administration’s efforts the past four years 
to create an emergency plan to address all 
kinds of emergencies, from hurricanes to 
threats from crashes on the ground, the 
water and in the air to nuclear accidents.

I don’t mean to say that Kenner was 
not prepared for hurricanes in previous 
years, because it was. We learned a lot 
after Hurricane Katrina in 2005 and 
the threat of Hurricane Gustav in 2008 
showed we had learned well.

However, during those years, 
attendance by city personnel at state 
and regional preparedness exercises and 
emergency management conferences 
clearly indicated that immediate response 
to the threat and aftermath of hurricanes 
and other severe storms, disasters, terrorist 

and other dangerous events had become 
big business. In fact, it was evolving into 
a new industry for governments in the 
public sector and private businesses large 
and small.

As the federal Department of 
Homeland Security morphed into the 
role of the nation’s umbrella agency for 
emergency management and the unifier of 
first responders, it also filled the role of the 
nation’s grant giver for local emergency 
programs.

In that regard, local governments big 
and small and by the scores began stepping 
up with official emergency management 
squads and departments. Considering the 
possible millions of dollars in grants that 
might become available, such a move 
made sense.

For Kenner, the sixth largest city 
in Louisiana and larger than all other 
municipalities in Jefferson combined, 
it made darned good sense. It also made 
good sense to appoint Doug Dodt to head 
the new office. Dodt, the former Kenner 
police lieutenant who literally wrote the 
book on the city’s emergency plan and has 
contacts in police and other emergency 
agencies throughout the region, brings with 
him a wealth of knowledge and experience 
and the ability to draw up applications for 

Government
Hurricane preparedness
BY MICHAEL S. YENNI
Kenner Mayor

Class #26 of the Kenner Citizens’ 
Police Academy will begin on Tuesday, 
August 9 at 6:30 p.m. at the Kenner 
Police Complex located at 500 Veterans 
Boulevard. Kenner Police Chief 
Steve Caraway and the Kenner Police 
Department are encouraging citizens of 
Kenner and those working in Kenner to 
participate in this unique opportunity to 
learn more about police operations.

Students attend free classes one 
night per week for 13 weeks and will 
receive instruction from trained police 
officers who are certified in their fields. 
The academy provides detailed coverage 
about how the police department works 
in the areas of patrol division functions, 
crime prevention, criminal investigations, 
computer forensics, K-9 Unit, crime 
scene procedures, criminal and domestic 
violence laws, narcotics investigations, 
traffic enforcement, physical fitness, use 
of police force and self-defense,  gang 
awareness and S.W.A.T. Students receive 
a tour of police headquarters and the 

jail and participate in a ride along with 
a police officer. Upon completion of the 
program, a graduation ceremony is held 
for students.

Graduates of the program have 
the opportunity to join the Kenner 
Citizens’ Academy Alumni Association 
(KCPAAA), through which they can 
lead the community in improving safety 
and promoting support for the Kenner 
Police Department. Alumni members can 
also volunteer their assistance at various 
department events.

Graduates may also apply for 
entry into the KPD Community Police 
Corps. This program gives members the 
opportunity to volunteer and assist the 
KPD in its mission.

For more information and to fill out 
an application visit the Kenner Police 
Department website at www.kennerpd.
com. Contact the community relations 
division at 712-2294, 712-2395 or email 
nguggenheim@kennerpd.com with any 
additional questions. 

Kenner Citizen Police Academy 
session beginning in August

Homeland Security grants.
In the meantime, more planning has 

been underway to better prepare for storm 
events.

Directors and assistant directors have 
been undergoing incident management 
training to comply with FEMA standards 
established through the national incident 
management and incident command 
systems (NIMS/ICS).

The new Jefferson Parish Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC) in Gretna is now 
operational and members of the Kenner 
emergency action team are being trained 
in specialized emergency management 
and communications operations. Our 
team members will be stationed inside 
the EOC in the event of severe weather. 
We will have direct communications with 
federal, state and parish officials in order 
to request any resources needed in Kenner.

The city of Kenner office of 
emergency management coordinates 
local hurricane preparedness activities 
throughout the year with a number 
of federal, state, regional and parish 
agencies. We plan, train and exercise 
alongside FEMA, the Governor’s Office 
of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Preparedness (GOHSEP), Jefferson Parish 
Department of Emergency Management, 
Louisiana State Police, Jefferson 
Parish Sheriff’s Office, as well as the 
Louisiana Department of Transportation 
and Development (DOTD). This close 
coordination ensures that region-wide 
evacuation plans, resources and response 

capabilities are sufficiently maintained 
throughout the hurricane season.

The city administration works closely 
with the East Jefferson Levee District 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) concerning levee systems and 
flood control programs.

Working closely with the Jefferson 
Parish Homeland Security and Emergency 
Preparedness Committee, funding for six 
shallow water rescue vessels has been 
secured for the Kenner police department.

Construction of an emergency 
housing unit in the Kenner public works 
facility is nearing completion. This will 
enable the city to provide emergency 
municipal workers a safe environment to 
sleep and eat during a storm, ensuring that 
our essential personnel remain within the 
city during a severe weather event.

Finally, since 2006, the city has 
operated a unified command post during 
severe weather events. Our mayor, police 
chief and fire chief, as well as department 
directors, work side-by-side to achieve 
common goals and address the emergency 
needs of our citizens. Kenner’s emergency 
management team is committed to 
teamwork.

Kenner’s office of emergency 
management can be reached by phone by 
calling 471-2100 or via email at oem@
kenner.la.us. If your call is about an 
emergency you wish to report, use your 
phone to dial 9-1-1. 

Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or 
by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.
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Victoria A.M. Smith, M.D.

Family Practice
Men  •  Women  •  Children
Female Care  •  Pap Smears

ContraceptionSe habla español
fala-se português

Office Hours by Appointment
4228 Williams Blvd., Suite 203  •  496-0138  or 889-4011

NOWBACK INKENNER

Melchers Law Firm
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner, LA  70065

(504) 467-1092
www.melcherslawfirm.com

Wills  Trusts
Successions
Business Law

Personal Injury
Over 30 years experience

MLF

James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law

Call
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r

FREE

LIVING DECLARATIO
N

FORM
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School is out 
for the summer 
and the long break 
that our kids have 

been anxiously awaiting is finally here. 
Much of their time during these next few 
months will be spent outdoors and with 
friends. It’s imperative that you know 
where your child is and with whom at 
all times in order to ensure their safety. 
Listed below are some safety tips to keep 
in mind and share with your family, not 
only during the summer months, but year-
round.

Young children: Make sure to ask 
questions and check the background 
of anyone you hire to supervise your 
kids. Teach your children to seek out a 
police officer or security guard if they 
get separated from you and make sure 
your child knows your full name and 
phone number in the event they get lost. 

It’s a good idea to speak to your children 
at a young age about the importance of 
staying away from strangers. You should 
also speak to them about the difference 
between appropriate and inappropriate 
adult interaction and tell them to seek 
out you or another trusted adult should 
someone hurt them or attempt to hurt 
them in any way.

Older children: If your child is old 
enough to stay home alone, instruct them 
to keep the doors locked at all times. Give 
them rules for answering or not answering 
the phone and door when they are alone. 
Do not allow them to go off alone without 
the supervision of a trusted adult. It’s 
also important to talk with them about 
emergencies and instruct them on what to 
do and who to call should one occur. Post 
a list of emergency and trusted adults’ 
numbers in an easy to find location. 
Also, set some ground rules for home 

alone behavior concerning television and 
Internet use and having friends over.

Teenagers: Require your kids to tell 
you where, when and with whom they 
are going. Require them to check in with 
you at certain times of the day or call 
them yourself to monitor their activities. 
Constantly remind your teenager to call 
before he or she returns home for the 
evening so you will know an approximate 
arrival time. Encouraging your child to get 
involved in sports, dance or a volunteer 
group is a great way to keep them out of 
trouble. The busier your child is, the less 
likely he or she is to get involved with 
drugs or alcohol. The best way to ensure 
the safety of your child is to be observant 
and to be a good listener. Get to know your 
child’s friends, learn about their activities 
and spend time talking with them every 
day.

Pool Safety: Tell your kids to stay 

away from pools, canals and lakes, unless 
they’re under adult supervision. Never 
leave your child alone in or near a pool. 
If your child does not know how to swim, 
consider signing them up for swimming 
lessons even if you don’t own a pool. If 
you own a pool, keep toys away from the 
pool when not in use, so as to stop children 
from reaching for the toys and possibly 
falling in. Also, make sure to store pool-
cleaning chemicals in a securely locked 
area.

Again, I encourage you to share these 
tips with your family. Putting safety first 
is the key to an enjoyable summer. On 
behalf of the Kenner Police Department, 
I wish you and your family a safe and fun-
filled summer. 

Chief Caraway can be reached by 
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the 
Kenner Police Department website at 
www.kennerpd.com.

Government
Keeping your kids safe during summer
BY STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief

The Kenner Planning Department is 
preparing a grant application for the state 
Department of Transportation seeking 
landscape improvements, bicycle/
pedestrian improvements and historic 
corridor preservation in Rivertown.

“The hopes of getting a major grant 
for Rivertown beautification has been 
on Kenner’s mind for a long time,” says 
Mike Ince, Kenner’s grant administrator. 
“Rivertown would greatly benefit from 
a beautification program and it qualifies 
for a state grant because it certainly 
fills the bill as a major 20th Century 
rail connection that played a historic 
role in the development of Louisiana’s 
agricultural and rail systems.”

Ince said the planning department 
is still putting the finishing touches on 
its application and won’t know the full 

amount of the grant being requested for 
several weeks. “This is a reimbursement 
program where Kenner would put up a 
five percent match and the state would 
provide 95 percent of the funds,” said 
Ince.

Ince said a beautification program 
would make Rivertown more attractive 
both to visitors and locals. It would 
enhance businesses already operating in 
Rivertown and would help attract new 
businesses to the historic neighborhood.

“We’re very hopeful about this,” 
said Ince. “Rivertown is one of 
Louisiana’s historic neighborhoods 
that is on the verge of becoming a local 
attraction. A major state grant would 
show that Louisiana recognizes both 
the importance and the potential of 
Rivertown.” 

Kenner Planning Department seeks 
beautification grant for Rivertown
BY ALLAN KATZ
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Kenner cell phone 
users who are frustrated 
by dropped calls and the 
rising costs of service 
might be the beneficiaries 
if a proposed merger 
between cell phone giants 
AT&T and T-Mobile come 
to pass.

If the FCC approves 
the proposed merger, 
it would mean that the 
resulting corporation 
would have enormous 
resources for improved 
service, innovation and 
competitive pricing.

“Those areas of 
Louisiana, like the city 
of Kenner, that have 
sometimes felt by-passed in the move toward 
mobile broadband and wireless service would 
be tremendously benefited by the combination 
of T-Mobile’s and AT&T’s technologically 
compatible networks that offer a fast, efficient 
and certain solution to meet consumer demand for 
4G LTE (long-term evolution) mobile broadband 
while improving service and helping drive growth 
and investment in U.S. broadband networks,” 
said Bonnie W. Eades, regional director for AT&T 
Louisiana.

Among those who agree is Louisiana 
Governor Bobby Jindal who has endorsed the 
proposed merger between AT&T and T-Mobile. In 
a letter to the FCC, Jindal said, “The availability 
of mobile broadband is a critical component to 
drawing in new businesses and growing the ones 
already in our state. With this merger, Louisiana 
communities and businesses, especially in 
our rural and suburban areas, will be able to 
participate and compete even more in the global 
economy.” Jindal noted that rural and suburban 
parishes make up more than half of Louisiana 
and the expansion of technology will help spur 
innovation and economic development in areas 
that need it most.

“Adding mobile broadband will help create 
more opportunities for Louisianans – Louisianans 
who will not have to leave our state to secure a 
great education or find a rewarding career,” said 
the governor.

Eades noted that even before the proposed 
merger, AT&T has plans to expand its facilities in 
Louisiana. In 2011, AT&T plans major expansions 
in their wireless and wire line networks, including 
an upgrade of more than 700 cell sites with 
enhanced backhaul connections along with plans 
to build at least 30 new cell sites throughout the 
state. Equally important, AT&T spent $233.7 
million on goods and services purchased from 
suppliers based in Louisiana in 2009. “This 
spending supports jobs and economic activity all 
across Louisiana,” said Eades.

AT&T employs almost 5,500 people in 
Louisiana and has a payroll of more than $332 

million.
Joining with Jindal in endorsing the proposed 

AT&T merger with T-Mobile are two major 
unions affiliated with AT&T. They are the 
Communications Workers of America and the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. 
“The acquisition of T-Mobile USA by AT&T is 
good news for everyone who realizes that the 
United States needs to catch up to the rest of the 
world when it comes to broadband speed and 
build out,” says Larry Cohen, President of the 
Communications Workers of America.

Cohen notes that driven by explosive growth 
for mobile broadband, the U.S. faces what are 
known as spectrum constraints. Spectrum is the 
full range of airwave frequencies that enable 
everything from broadcast television to cell phones 
to mobile broadband and even baby monitors. 
The growth of airwave-dependent devices like 
smart phones and tablet computers has been 
unprecedented. The FCC says that “mobile data 
demand will exceed available capacity by 2013.”

That is why Eades says a combination of 
T-Mobile’s and AT&T technologically compatible 
networks offers a fast, efficient and certain 
solution to meet consumer demands for mobile 
broadband investment and development in the 
U.S.

“That is why,” says Eades, “Kenner has 
a vested interest in the FCC’s decision on the 
proposed AT&T-T-Mobile merger. It won’t just 
have an epic impact on communications in New 
York, Chicago and Los Angeles but also in Kenner, 
River Ridge, Metairie and the River Parishes. 
We all pause to wonder now and then how we 
ever got along without cell phones, computers, 
Facebook and Twitter. The fact is we need to make 
sure that we keep improving these innovations 
and creating new ones. One way to do that is to 
create companies that have the ability that we can 
achieve our communications goals both nationally 
and locally, which certainly includes the merger 
of AT&T and T-Mobile. We’re hoping we can win 
the same kind of support in Kenner that we got in 
Baton Rouge from Governor Jindal.” 

Kenner cell phone users have a stake in 
possible merger between AT&T and T-Mobile
BY ALLAN KATZ

High wire act – installing antennas on a cell site is not for faint at heart. Here, two specialists 
work on antennas at an AT&T cell site near the interstate.
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W h e n 
summer is upon 
us, we can expect 
the gentle, warm 
t e m p e r a t u r e s 
of spring to be 

long gone and the sweltering hot days to 
return. While you may dread this for one 
reason or another, here are some hints 
and tips to get, and keep, your vehicle in 
shape for summer.

Refrigerate
Manufacturers usually recommend 

running the air conditioner for 10 to 
15 minutes each week during the cold 
months in order to maintain the system. 
However, many drivers simply turn the 
system off in the winter and then wonder 
why it is not working several months later 
when the warm weather comes around. 
Check for vapor emissions from the 
vents when you run the air conditioning 
as this is a sign of low coolant and a 
refresh of the system is usually required 
and will maximize your comfort while 
minimizing the cost to you.

Beware of the heat
Car temperatures can climb to 

160 degrees when parked in direct 

sunlight. This can cause your interior 
and hard surfaces to burn your skin 
and practically melt anything left in 
the car. Remember to never leave your 
kids, animals or electronics in a parked 
car in the summer heat. Also, do not 
leave laptop computers, music players, 
camera or cell phones in a parked car as 
the heat can damage them.

Park in the shade whenever possible 
and use a windshield cover to reflect 
the rays of the sun. Keeping the vehicle 
cool is only part of the equation. The 
cooler your car is, not only will you 
have more comfort but you will reduce 
the rate of evaporation of gas from the 
tank which is a direct cost saving to 
you. If you do not have adequate shade 
you can purchase a car cover with high 
UV resistance to block out those harsh 
rays effectively and to also provide 
good water protection for those summer 
thunder storms.

In this light, make sure you ensure 
the gas cap is on tight and not just 
turned until you hear the “click” when 
you fill up. Gas evaporates quickly 
in the hot sun and ensuring an tight 
seal, if possible, will help to prevent 

Summer car care tips
BY SCOTT ZIMMERMAN

In May 
of this year 
new car sales 
slowed down 

considerably because of high gas 
prices, but mostly because of the 
shortage of inventory caused by the 
earthquake in Japan.

As I wrote about a few months ago, 
Toyota, Nissan, Honda, Mazda and 
other car manufacturers are running 
short on supply so they have cut out 
most of the incentives, rebates, low 
or zero percent interest rates. This has 
had the effect of dealers pulling back 
on low gross profit deals because they 
don’t have enough cars in the pipeline 
to replace them. The outlook is for 
continued slow sales until around the 
end of summer.

It appears this new car situation has 
had a dramatic effect on the pre-owned 
market. The new car dealers have 
jumped into the pre-owned market to 
offset the lack of new car sales and 
this has driven the wholesale prices up 
dramatically. For instance, the NADA 
book value on my 2008 Lexus LS460 
rose more than $3,000 from May to 
June.

We are in uncharted territory and 
it is hard to predict when prices will 
ease. The pre-owned market is about 
supply and demand, so, until new car 
sales rebound there will be less trade-
ins which will keep the supply down.

The summer months are usually 
very good for new and pre-owned 
sales, so I’m sure we will handle 
whatever comes next. Hopefully by 
the time this column is read in July 
things will be moving back to normal 
with lower prices and the dealers will 
be “dealin!” 

Doug Turner is president of 
Deal’n Doug’s Autoplex, which stocks 
all types of vehicles, cars, trucks, 
SUVs and vans priced from $5,000 
to $25,000, located at 6900 Veterans 
Boulevard in Metairie. Turner, in the 
automobile business for over 30 years 
and an twelve year member of the 
Better Business Bureau, was recently 
appointed by Governor Bobby Jindal 
to the board of the Louisiana Used 
Vehicle Commission, which licenses 
and oversees the used vehicle industry 
in Louisiana. Turner can be reached 
at 887-3131 or online at dougturner@
dealndougs.com.

evaporation through the gas cap and will 
save you money.

Oil and filter
Oil should be changed every 3,000 

to 5,000 miles or every three months and 
in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
warranty and maintenance manual. 
Performing a simple oil and filter change 
will noticeably improve your car and 
engine performance and save you about 
two percent on your gas costs from better 
gas mileage.

Windshield, wiper blade and screen 
wash

There is nothing worse than driving 
down a hot, dusty road when a bug goes 
“splat” in the middle of the windshield. As 
you put on the wipers and look for a jet of 
fluid to clean off the offending bug stain – 
all you see is a dried set of streaks because 
there is no screen wash and the wiper blades 
have lived out their life thanks to the cold 
temperatures of winter. To ready your car for 
summer change the wiper blades and top off 
the window wash following the directions 
for summer driving as the concentrations 
differ between the seasons. For example in 
the summer you don’t need anti-freeze in 
the wash. Do not buy these products during 

the summer. This will save on corrosion on 
your paintwork, too.

When you are getting ready for 
that trip to the beach or to your favorite 
location you should pack a travel kit to 
put inside your car. Include drinking 
water, sun block, insect repellent and a 
first aid kit. You should also carry an extra 
gallon of windshield wiper fluid, a gallon 
container with 50 percent coolant and 50 
percent water and a couple of quarts of 
oil. You want to make sure your car is in 
tip-top shape for the long summer days. 
An efficiently running car gets better gas 
mileage. You don’t want to get stranded in 
the sweltering heat. This is the time of year 
to pack everyone in the car and have some 
fun in the sun. By being prepared and ready 
for anything the summer can dish out, you 
will feel more at ease when you take that 
trip to the beach, lake or park. 

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of 
Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-
owned and operated full-service tire and 
automotive shop, located at 4200 Williams 
Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 
a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. 
Scotty’s website is www.scottystireauto.
com.

The auto market,
where are we headed?
BY DOUG TURNER



10  july 2011 - KENNER STR

Health

It is a well 
known fact 
that medical 
screenings and 

early detection of many diseases can 
save your life. Each year, more than 
56,000 people die from colorectal 
cancer, and regular screenings could 
prevent almost all of these deaths. Yet, 
fewer than half of colorectal cancers 
will be diagnosed at an early stage, when 
treatment is most effective. “Ochsner 
Medical Center-Kenner offers a full 
range of gastrointestinal procedures,” 
says Kenny Custard, supervisor, 
endoscopy department. “Any screening 
that can be done in the larger hospitals 
in the city can also be done right here at 
Ochsner-Kenner.”

There are four basic tests that, when 
used regularly, permit detection and 
removal of precancerous polyps in the 
colon or rectum. This slow-growing 
cancer can take up to ten years to 
develop, which leaves a generously wide 
window of opportunity for screening.

Fecal occult blood test (FOBT)
Most people start with the FOBT 

because it’s the simplest, least expensive 
test and can be done in the privacy of 
your home. The purpose of the FOBT is 
detection of hidden, or “occult” blood, 
which might be an indication of cancer 
or large polyps.

Colonoscopy
With colonoscopy, while under 

mild sedation, a gastroenterologist or 
other specialist uses a slender, flexible, 
lighted colonoscope to inspect the 
colon and remove polyps or abnormal 
tissue. The high quality picture from the 
colonoscope is shown on a TV monitor, 
and gives a clear, detailed view.

Flexible sigmoidoscopy
Flexible sigmoidoscopy is a widely 

used test in which a doctor uses a 
slender, flexible, lighted tube to inspect 
the lower one-third to one-half of the 
colon, where most polyps are found.

Double contrast barium enema 
(DCBE)

With double contrast barium enema 
(DCBE), a harmless white dye allows a 
radiologist to X-ray the colon without 
inserting a scope. DCBE is an excellent 
tool for detecting lesions larger than 

Ochsner - Kenner offers full range of colon screenings that
could save your life
BY PAOLO ZAMBITO
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Injuries to 
the foot are a 
very common 
o c c u r r e n c e 
both in the lay 
and athletic 

population. Foot injuries range from 
“turf” toe, plantar fasciitis, Morton’s 
neuroma and fractures. The foot should 
be protected at all times with shoes 
that help support our arches and help 
disperse or cushion our body weight. 
Walking in shoes that do not support 
the arch area and are too tight in the toe 
box can cause injuries to the foot.

“Turf” toe is an inflammation 
condition of the joint between the first 
toe and foot. “Turf” toe gets its name 
from sports that are played on artificial 
turf and occurs when a player jams his 
toe into the turf causing inflammation 
in that joint. This joint can also be 
affected by arthritis. With an arthritic 
condition, the body will lay down more 
bone to try to protect itself and we end 
up with what is called a bunion. As this 
occurs, we get a greater deviation of 
the first toe into what is called valgus 
or an inward position.

Plantar fasciitis is a condition of 
the undersurface of the foot that is 
very painful. The padding of the foot 
is strained (torn) by a traumatic injury 
or overuse injury without support. To 
help correct this problem, a shoe with 
a good arch support is needed with the 
addition of an orthotic insert to help 
support the structures of the foot, as 
well as maintaining good flexibility 
around the foot and ankle areas. This 
helps take the stress off the underlying 

tissue to allow it to heal. Also located 
in the arch area are arch ligaments that 
attach to the heel bone (calcaneus). 
This is the site that bone spurs can 
develop. This condition usually occurs 
from tightness in the ligament structure 
of the arch and stress placed upon its 
attachment. Again, orthotic inserts help 
relieve the pressure and decrease the 
pain.

Morton’s neuroma is a condition 
whereby a large nerve located between 
the third and fourth toes becomes 
compressed and irritated. This 
condition is more common in women 
than men, possibly because women 
wear confining shoes more often. Flat 
feet can cause the nerve to become 
inflamed, as well as high heels and tight 
toe boxes on shoes. The most common 
symptom is localized pain between the 
third and fourth toes that increases with 
weight bearing and lessens when at 
rest. Treatment for a Morton’s neuroma 
includes padding and/or taping the 
area to disperse weight away from 
the neuroma. Support to the arch or 
a custom-fitted orthotic will help in 
managing this condition.

Fractures that occur most 
commonly in the foot are fractures 
of the toes or fracture of the base of 
the fifth metacarpal which is known 
as a Jone’s fracture. This fracture 
commonly occurs with a movement 
that causes ankle sprains and is 
sometimes overlooked unless an 
X-ray is taken. Foot injuries are very 
common and affect many of us in 
our daily routines. Keeping our feet 

Common foot injuries
BY CRAIG GOODWIN

one centimeter, but is less sensitive to 
smaller defects.

The American Cancer Society 
recommends that regular screening for 
colorectal cancer start at age 50 with 
a fecal occult blood test every year, a 
flexible sigmoidoscopy and a double-
contrast barium enema every five years 
and a colonoscopy is recommended 
every 10 years.

The endoscopy unit at Ochsner-
Kenner offers all of these screenings 
and more. “Our patients are very 
appreciative of the fact that they can 
have their screenings done close to 
home,” says Custard. “We are a full-
service, quality hospital offering a 
compassionate, personal environment.” 

For additional information on 

scheduling your gastroenterology 
medical screening, contact Ochsner 
Medical Center-Kenner at 464-8000. 

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief 
executive officer at Ochsner Medical 
Center-Kenner and has served in this 
role for six years. Zambito has been at 
the Kenner facility for over 20 years. 
Zambito, who serves on the boards of 
the National Kidney Foundation of 
Louisiana and the Louisiana Extended 
Care Hospital of Kenner is also a member 
of the Jefferson Chamber of Commerce 
and the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
of Louisiana. For more information of 
the services and physicians at Ochsner 
Medical Center-Kenner call 464-8000.

continued on page 26
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No Job Too Big or Too Small

Selling your business 
is a natural part in the life 
cycle of any business and 
it is the most common exit 

strategy for owners. Naturally, you want to get the 
most value possible. Planning in advance is key to 
a successful and profitable sale.

Here are some questions to consider before you 
decide to sell your business. How are you going to 
ensure business continuity? Is there anything that 
will interfere or delay the sale? How are you going 
to assess the value of the business and improve 
financial results? How will you get a buyer?

You want to make sure the business can be 
transferred to a buyer and that the buyer will 
also realize a profit when operating the business. 
This is especially important if you’re selling to a 
family member. A good starting point is to review 
and analyze your company’s material contracts, 
licenses and permits. If you have key relationships 
with certain customers or vendors, try to solidify 
these relationships with multi-year contracts that 
renew automatically. Thus, your buyer has a base 
of business that he can grow and develop.

Two huge problems in selling your business 
are ongoing litigation and business partners who 
disagree on the exit strategy. A current lawsuit or a 
potential lawsuit will scare off a potential buyer. If 
the buyer is willing to take the risk with a pending 
lawsuit he will probably demand a significant 
discount or require a part of the purchase price be 
held by a disinterested third party until the litigation 
is complete. Therefore, it is best to settle or resolve 
any lawsuit prior to putting the business up for sale.

You may be ready to sell, but your business 
partners don’t want to sell at all or everyone 
cannot agree on a selling price. If your business is 
a corporation and you do not have a shareholders’ 
agreement, the default rule in Louisiana is that a 
sale of substantially all of a corporation’s assets 
or engaging in a merger requires the approval of 
two-thirds of the shareholders at a duly called 
shareholders’ meeting. If your business is a Limited 
Liability Company (LLC) and you do not have an 
operating agreement, the default rule in Louisiana 
is that a sale of substantially all of the company’s 

Selling your business
BY jAMES L. MELCHERS

Summer is in the air and 
that means that homebuyers 
are going to be paying just as 
much attention to the exterior 
of a home as the interior. 
Those shopping for a home 

want to envision their kids 
playing in the yard, their friends coming over for 
barbeques and the lazy Sunday afternoon laying on 
the lawn.

While people are inclined to bring in flowers, 
paint the deck and work on the curb appeal, often 
the lawn itself is neglected. The positives of a well-
maintained grass yard are many and it’s important to 
get your grass in tip-top shape before showing your 
home.

When it comes to growing grass, consistent care 
is key and failure to invest in long-term turf care can 
open the window to any number of problems in your 
lawn.

It’s also important to give your grass the 
fertilizing lawn care and control treatments it needs 
based on the season. Lawn care for growing grass 
as we enter summer months has different needs than 
what is expected in late summer and fall.

The way you mow your lawn can either make 
growing grass easier or harder. In the spring, you need 
to keep the grass high. You never want to remove 
more than one-third of the total blade height when 
mowing or you could chop off the food-producing 
parts of the grass blade and end up with a brown 
lawn instead of a green one.

You should also leave grass clippings on the lawn 
to help recycle important lawn fertilizing nutrients.

Lawn care experts share that growing green 

plants is the best thing you can do to clean the air 
and grass is considered to be better than most 
other plants or trees at removing carbon and other 
impurities from the atmosphere. Through the process 
of photosynthesis, grass takes carbon from the air 
and stores it in the ground.

“A grass lawn enriches the soil by providing 
a home for beneficial microorganisms and insects 
that eat nature’s leftovers – decomposing grass 
clippings, plant leaves and other vegetation-and 
recycle nutrients back into the soil,” said Michael 
McDermott, a lawn care expert in Larchmont, N.Y. 
“It also pollinates plants and serves as food for other 
animals, making grass an important part of nature’s 
cycle.”

An important component of growing grass is 
to properly water it,and it is better to water deeply 
(down to a depth of six inches) and less frequently, 
than lightly and more often. If your lawn dulls in 
color or begins to wilt, then your lawn needs water. 
Make sure to sweep any fertilizer that lands on 
driveways and sidewalks back on to the lawn.

Grass also acts like a natural air conditioner 
that cools the air as it releases water vapor through 
its blades. The water evaporates and draws heat, 
cooling the air in the process. As a result, lawns are a 
safer surface for children to play on and provide the 
cool comfort we desire on hot days. Those are selling 
points that can help any home sale.

Linda R. Martin can be reached at (504) (443-
6464). Prudential Gardner Realtors is an

independently owned and operated member of 
Prudential Real Estate Affiliates. Inc., a Prudential

company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Visit our 
website, www.prudentialgardner.com 

Lawn care
BY LINDA R. MARTIN

continued on page 24
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In his song, 
“The Gambler” 
Kenny Rogers said 
“You have to know 
when to hold them, 

know when to fold them, know when to 
walk away and know when to run.”

Kenny was talking about a card 
player’s options. Some cards should be 
held and some discarded. Also, some 
poker hands should be valued highly 
and some thrown away. He also made 
the point that at times the deck is stacked 
against you or the game is fixed, in those 
cases you should run away.

He could have been talking about 
finance. Some investments should be 
sold, some increased and sometimes you 
need to run away. We are at a turning point 
in our economy. Interest rates are very low 
and stock prices are relatively high. Real 
estate is trending down while the price of 
gold is way up. So how do you “Know 
when to hold them, know when to fold 
them, know when to walk away and know 
when to run?”

In finance we really do need to know 
the same thing. There are investments that 
should be held and some that should be 
sold. The most common mistake that many 
of us make is to hold on to investments 
that no longer make sense.

No one wants to sell at a loss. Our 
mental logic is “This stock hasn’t done 
well but I want to keep it until I get back 
to my cost.”

The market doesn’t know what you 
paid for a stock, nor does it care. It is 
easy to look at your cost as an important 
milestone that keeps you from selling 
until you get back to your cost.

A more realistic way to look at 
investments is to consider the current 
market value as the real and accurate cost.

A good way to consider your 
investments is to look at what you really 
want to own given the amount of money 
that you have.

A clarifying question would be “If I 
sold everything and had to reinvest the 
cash what would I buy?” If you own 
stocks that you would not buy today 

knowing what you know now, it may be 
time to sell.

So, if you wouldn’t buy it again, it 
may be wise to sell and buy what you think 
would be best for the future. A stock may 
have fallen because the market changed. 
Barnes and Noble and Blockbuster 
are two examples of stocks where the 
fundamentals of the market changed. 
When the market changes, values may 
never recover.

This approach will give you a chance 
to relook at your investments and to buy 
what makes sense in today’s market. You 
always want to invest with a look toward 
the future, not a look into the past. The 
ideal investment portfolio is positioned to 
increase in value because of what is likely 
to come next in the economy.

With that in mind, interest rates are 
very low right now. This is probably not 
the time to buy long, fixed-rate bonds. Real 
estate has been battered so that prices are 
now relatively low. This may be the time to 
buy that investment double or condo.

The U.S. economy will recover. 

Think about what companies will benefit 
from the recovery and also which ones 
will benefit from the retirement of the 
baby boom generation.

Also, consider expanding the “know 
when to hold” strategy to the other things 
in your life. Do you have clothes, exercise 
equipment or equipment that you are 
unlikely to use? If so, sell or give it away. 
Clearing the house and garage can help 
to clear your mind and reduce clutter and 
stress.

Finally, even though I used the 
gambler to introduce this strategy. For 
goodness sake, don’t think that I am 
endorsing gambling for everybody. We 
see far too many lives ruined and fortunes 
lost when folks get hooked on gambling. 

Guy Williams is president and chief 
executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank 
and Trust Company. Their Kenner 
branch office is located at 3410 Williams 
Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager, 
can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf 
Coast Bank and Trust’s website at www.
gulfbank.com.

Banking

Health

You have to know when to hold them
BY GUY WILLIAMS

Four years 
ago, East Jefferson 
General Hospital 
transformed the 
experience of 
cancer patients 

in our region by introducing the Cancer 
Navigator program. A Cancer Navigator 
works with cancer patients, and their 
families, from the time of diagnosis 
until survivorship is achieved. They help 
coordinate patient treatment schedules, 
support groups and assist in every aspect 
of care so the patient has a one-on-one 
resource throughout their cancer journey.

Debbie Schmitz was named EJGH’s 
first navigator, a role she took and helped 
redefine over the past four years. “I work 
with both the physicians and the patients 
to ensure that every effort is made to 
remove the mystery and give the patient 
the information they need to play a 
positive role in their own treatment. I love 
my job. I love the fact that every day we 
all work together creating new survivors.”

The Cancer Navigator model has 
proved to be so successful that it’s being 
endorsed by prestigious groups such as 
the American Cancer Society and the 
Hospital Advisory Board. In fact, The 

DANCE CLASSES
FOR

ALL AGES
AT KENNER’S

VETERANS LOCATION

For class schedules and more information
www.cdadance.com (504) 466-5856
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• Preschool Dance

• We Provide Fun for All ages
Through a small class
environment!
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Zumba classes at three locations:
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2216 Metairie Rd.
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Commission on Cancer, the accrediting 
body that approves cancer programs has 
declared that all accredited programs must 
adopt the navigator model and that model 
must be instituted by 2015.

Earlier this year, EJGH once again 
established itself at the forefront of 
patient-centric care when they established 
Site-Specific Navigators to assist cancer 
patients. Now, there are navigators 
concentrating on cancers of the breast, 
lung, prostate, colon and more. These 
navigators are all long-time nurses whose 
backgrounds have given them the unique 
skill sets required to be an effective 
liaison between the patient and multiple 
physicians or care providers.

Mattie Hobley is director of Oncology 
Services at EJGH. She has long been 
an advocate for this more personalized 
approach to patient care, “Nothing is 
more frightening than a cancer diagnosis. 
The navigator’s role is to explain and 
simplify things so all the patient needs to 
concentrate on is getting well.” She goes 
on to explain the role in more specific 
terms, “Patients may undergo a series of 
treatments and diagnostic tests in a variety 
of locations over a long period of time. 
The navigator will make sure all that takes 
place seamlessly and removes the mystery 
from the process so the patient and their 
family knows exactly what is happening 
at every step of the journey.”

EJGH now has four navigators. 
These dedicated professionals serve 
as nurse, confidant, friend and advisor 
to their patients. It is a unique role that 
has proved to be extremely effective in 
helping patients win their battle with 
cancer. The EJGH navigators are Anna 
Heim, breast cancer navigator; Debbie 
Schmitz, navigator for prostate and other 
cancers; Margaret Penick, lung/colorectal 
navigator and Shawn Neely, breast cancer 
navigator.

In the past four years, EJGH has done 
a great deal to enhance cancer care in this 
region. The first and perhaps boldest step 
was becoming an M.D. Anderson affiliate 
hospital. Affiliation means that EJGH 
physicians who become credentialed 
members of the M.D. Anderson 
Physicians Network gain access to 
the treatment protocols developed and 
used at MD Anderson Cancer Center in 
Houston, Texas. As part of affiliation, 
EJGH shares their outcomes and data 
with M.D. Anderson for review to ensure 
that EJGH patients are receiving the best 
care possible. Another key development 
in cancer care has been the development 
of the navigator program which is now 
being embraced by hospitals throughout 
the nation and copied even within our 
own region to varying degrees. The 
final development has been the capital 

EJGH sets national standard in cancer care
BY KEITH M. DARCEY

continued on page 31
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On March 26, 2009 the city
of Kenner held a grand

opening for Heritage Hall, a
landmark at the corner of

Williams Boulevard and Thi
rd Street, perched at the

southeast edge of Rivertown’s
Heritage Park.

The two-story brick and mason
ry building was admitted

to the National Register of Hi
storic Places in July 1985.

It was built in 1909 to replace
an earlier structure built at

the site in the 1870s. Since th
en, the location has served

as a residence, general mercan
tile store, drug store, doc-

tor’s office, post office, motor
cycle shop, television stu-

dio and wildlife museum.

The building was closed after
Hurricane Katrina when

storm winds damaged the roof
and rain waters entered the

building, destroying parts of th
e first-floor ceilings, walls

and floor. Flooring and some c
eilings on the second floor

were also damaged by the sto
rm. All repairs were com-

pleted in late 2008.
The upper floor still serves as

the offices and studio of

K-TV 76, Kenner’s community
cable television station.

Mary-Sharon Howland, director of Kenner’s

Community Services Departm
ent, which operates muse-

ums and the city’s other attract
ions in Rivertown, said the

building was known for many y
ears as the Block Building

when the mercantile store occu
pied the site. It has served

as an important focal point as
Kenner developed from a

quiet farming community to a
modern commercial and

Hard-pressed Kenner Food
Bank trying to raise $3,500
for commercial freezer
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Beautification programs

brighten East, West
Loyola Drives and
Power Boulevard
By ALLAN KATZ

District 5 Councilman Kent

Denapolis said the first phase
of the

East andWest Loyola Drive bea
utifica-

tion project was begun with th
e plant-

ing of 100 new trees along the
neutral

grounds. He said plans are also
coming

along for tree plantings on
Vintage

Drive past Loyola. “The tre
es will

completely change the appeara
nce of

East and West Loyola Driv
es and

Vintage Drive as well,” said Den
apolis.

“They will definitely add to the
quality

of life in these neighborhoods.”

Also underway in District 5 are
street

repairs in University City. “Un
iversity

City had hundreds of homes
flooded

during Katrina,” said Denapolis.

“Then, the heavy trucks that c
ame to

pick up the debris just destroy
ed the

streets. So we’re replacing stre
et pan-

els that have been heavily d
amaged

and are barely passable. Unfortu
nately,

a street panel costs $3,500. It
’s very

expensive and sometimes wh
en you

put in a new street panel, the cit
y has to

also replace the panel next to it
if they

By ALLAN KATZ

Already beset by record reque
sts for

food, the Kenner Food Bank h
as been

told by Second Harvest that
it must

obtain a commercial freezer. Fo
od Bank

officials say the retail cost of a f
reezer is

about $3,500.
Like the Food Bank, Second H

arvest

is a non-profit that provides foo
d to the

Kenner Food Bank which, in tu
rn, is the

agency that actually hands out
the free

food to Kenner’s needy. Mary
-Sharon

Howland, Kenner’s Director of

Community Services, said the r
ecession

has sent both those who have l
ost their

jobs to the Food Bank for help a
s well as

an increasing number of senior
citizens

on fixed incomes who can n
o longer

handle the rising costs of housi
ng, food

and prescriptions.
“Second Harvest had been send

ing us

frozen foods such as chicken, m
eats and

turkey but say they can no long
er do so

until we meet health requirem
ents to

obtain a commercial freezer,” said

Howland. “We’re now trying to
raise the

funds to do so. Considering the
demand

that exists we really don’t wan
t to have

to use donations that were given
to us to

buy food to purchase the freeze
r.”

continued on page 30

continued on page 30

continued on page 30

Kenner’s Heritage Hall is now booking events in a city building listed

on the National Register of Historic Places.

Weddings in Kenner’s white country church in

Rivertown can be part of wedding and recep-

tion packages offered by the city.
Photos by Barry Sprague

Rivertown century-old building to become reception facility named Heritage Hall

Mayor Muniz said 2009-10 budget
may be $2 million

lower due to recession impact on sa
les tax revenue

By ALLAN KATZ

The operating budget he will
soon

hand to the Kenner City Counc
il may

be about $2 million less than t
he cur-

rent $61.5 million budget, said

Mayor Ed Muniz.
“This may be the first time in

the

city’s modern history that a
mayor

has proposed a budget less th
an the

previous year,” said Muniz. “But

we’ve run into several financial

crunches that cumulatively
mean

we’ll probably have fewer dol
lars to

work with in the coming yea
r than

the current fiscal year.”

Muniz and Chief Financial Of
ficer

Duke McConnell say Kenne
r sales

tax revenues – which accou
nt for

about half of the operating bu
dget –

are down between eight and
nine

percent from 2007-08. In addition,

property tax revenues fell off

$600,000 from last fiscal year.

Beyond that, the tax revenue
s from

the Treasure Chest Casino are
slight-

ly down from last year and the
Louis

continued on page 30

Kenner emergency plan appears far a
head of other communities

Development of Kenner’s e
mer-

gency plan for hurricanes, tor
nados,

nuclear accidents and other nat
ural or

accidental disasters appears to b
e well

ahead of similar plans for many
other

cities around the nation, bas
ed on

observations made by local offi
cials at

a pilot emergency managemen
t train-

ing session in Washington, D.C.
, spon-

sored by the National League of
Cities.

Kenner Fire Chief John Hell
mers

and city emergency plan m
anager

Emile Lafourcade were among
some

60 public officials from around the

nation who took part. They in
cluded

city and county council me
mbers,

presidents, mayors and adminis
trative

managers. All were guests
of the

National League of Cities, whic
h con-

ducted the seminar as part of its
ongo-

ing Emergency Management T
raining

Program in collaboration with th
e U.S.

Department of Homeland Secur
ity and

the International City/County

Management Association.

“After we presented Kenner’s e
mer-

gency plan to our trainer he adv
ised us

that our city’s plan appears to
be far

ahead and much further detaile
d than

that of other communities, so w
e were

continued on page 29

Kenner embarks on more
than $17.3 million sewer
rebuilding program

By ALLAN KATZ

The largest investment in the histo-

ry of Kenner’s District 2 is paying off

for the businessmen who put up the

money and for the city officials who

worked with them to be sure that the

city of Kenner would benefit from the

construction of a state-of-the-art self-

storage facility.

The business is located at 2201

West Napoleon in Kenner, just off

Williams Boulevard. It replaces ugly

junk cars that once filled the site. In

their place is a 3.5 acre facility with

140,000 square feet of storage space.

Sam Schudmak, who heads the

group that built the facility, Big Easy

Self Storage,

credits District 2

Councilman Joe

Stagni and city

officials with

convincing him

and his partner

that Kenner was

the right place to

invest their

money.
“There were

problems as there always are,” said

Schudmak, “but Councilman Stagni

was right there from the time he heard

of our interest, as were the other peo-

ple at City Hall we needed to work

with. Whether it was drainage or lift-

ing the quality of the side streets, the

Kenner officials worked with us.”

Most importantly, the business has

been a success. Self-storage in the

past has been a service for families,

but Schudmak said the business today

has become a necessity for corpora-

tions and big companies that can’t

keep all their materials on their home

By ALLAN KATZ

Do you remember back in the day

when there was such a thing as sales

personnel in stores who really took an

interest in customers and seemed to

enjoy their work?

Are you old enough to recall a time

when a salesperson would really know

his or her inventory and could suggest

different options as a way of helping

you find just the right thing to pur-

chase?
If these old-fashioned concepts mean

something to you, then it may be that

dé ja~vu is a gift store where you’ll

continued on page 30

continued on page 30

Kenner District 3 Councilman Ben

Zahn was unanimously elected presi-

dent of the Kenner City Council at its

first 2009 meeting on Thursday,

January 8. Zahn succeeds District 2

Councilman Joe Stagni and will serve

as council president for the next six

months. Division B At-Large

Councilwoman Jeannie Black was

elected vice president of the council.

“It is an honor to receive the faith

and support of my colleagues in lead-

ing the council. Jeannie and I look for-

ward to working with the council and

the administration and hope to keep

Kenner moving forward during the

first half of 2009. This is a crucial

time, as Kenner, like the rest of the

country, could face possible serious

economic issues. So that Kenner resi-

dents will benefit, I intend to make

certain that communication stays open

amongst Mayor Muniz, Chief

Caraway, the council and I,” said

Zahn.
Black stated, “Our sole responsibili-

ty in serving as president and vice

president of the council is to maintain

decorum and respect by following our

council rules and Roberts Rules of

Order. I want residents to be proud of

the way our meetings are conducted.”

The election fits in with the coun-

cil’s plans to rotate the presidency and

vice-presidency among all its mem-

bers during a normal term of office.�

dé ja-vu, where
personal service
reminds customers
of how it used to be
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$8 million investment in Kenner,
Big Easy Self Storage, pays off

Kenner gets its first
economic specialist

By ALLAN KATZ

For the first

time in the histo-

ry of the city of

Kenner, it has in

it’s employ an

economic devel-

opment special-

ist who has been

assigned to both

assist existing businesses in Kenner

and recruit businesses that might fit

well with the city.

Her name is Lacey Guidry. She

holds a master’s degree in urban and

regional planning from the University

of New Orleans. She has been working

at JEDCO (Jefferson Parish Economic

Development Commission) and, as

part of a cooperative agreement

Zahn named Kenner Council President,

Black elected to serve as vice president

continued on page 30

Council Vice President
Jeannie BlackCouncil President

Ben Zahn

District 2 Councilman
Joe Stagni

Lacey Guidry

dé ja-vu interiors, 701 West Esplanade,

offers free gift wrap on all purchases. continued on page 31

Mardi Gras
in 

Rivertown

Children’s
Mardi Gras

See page 2

Lundi Gras
See page 20

By ALLAN KATZ

The city of Kenner is embarking on

an unprecedented sewer rebuilding

program of more than $17.3 million.

The decision to rebuild the city’s

sewer system reflects a top priority for

Mayor Ed Muniz’ administration and

the Kenner City Council, both of

whom have agreed sewer repairs are at

the top of Kenner’s infrastructure

needs.
Deputy Chief Administrative Officer

Mike Quigley said the funds will come

from three sources: A $3.8 million

Community Development Block Grant

administered by the Louisiana

Recovery Authority; a low-interest

loan of up to $12 million from the

Louisiana Department of

Environmental Quality, and $1.5 mil-

lion in city funds that were already

devoted to sewer repairs in the Kenner

Big Easy Self Storage, 2201 West Napoleon, offers on-site management, video 

surveillance and accepts deliveries for its customers.  

Photo by Michele Pitkin
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Macy’s has announced Saturday,
October 25, 2008 as the grand opening
date for two New Orleans stores, Macy’s
at The Esplanade mall and Macy’s
Lakeside Shopping Center. Elizabeth
Johnson-Cuthrell has been named general
manager of Macy’s at The Esplanade and
Brian Williams will hold the same posi-
tion at the Lakeside store.
“This is a day we have been waiting for

since I became mayor,” Mayor Ed Muniz
said. “Hardly a day goes by that a citizen
doesn’t ask ‘When is Macy’s reopening?’
Macy’s is an important anchor at The
Esplanade and it will be a draw for sever-
al other significant retailers. I look for
The Esplanade to usher in a renaissance

that will benefit our city for years to
come.”
To celebrate both openings Macy’s will

hold a cocktail gala to benefit The
NOCCA Institute (New Orleans Center
for Creative Arts) on Friday October 24,
2008. Macy’s return to New Orleans will
coincide with the iconic department
store’s 150th birthday celebration.
Macy’s will be celebrating this milestone
with star-studded festivities, fashion

shows, personal appearances and more.
Macy’s, the largest retail brand of

Macy’s, Inc., delivers fashion and afford-
able luxury to customers at more than 800
locations in 45 states, the District of
Columbia, Puerto Rico and Guam.
Offering distinctive assortments, includ-
ing exclusive fashion and home brands,
Macy’s stores are operated by four
regionally based retail divisions – Macy’s
Central, Macy’s East, Macy’s Florida,
and Macy’s West –and an online store at
www.macys.com. Macy’s Central, based
inAtlanta, operates 239 stores in 18 states
across the South, Southwest and
Midwest, including the stores located in
Kenner and Metairie.★

Macy’s sets October grand opening date

By ALLAN KATZ

Lucille Lawrence
Yenni, 90, who died
August 10, was
mourned through-
out the city of
Kenner and
Jefferson Parish.
The widow of Joe
Yenni, who served as mayor of Kenner
and president of Jefferson Parish,
“Miss Lucille” was long regarded as
Kenner and Jefferson Parish’s First
Lady. However, “Miss Lucille” was
famed in Kenner and Jefferson for
more than her role in politics. She had
a long career from the 1940s until 1970
as a reading and physical education
teacher. “I have been told many times
that my mother was one of the best PE
teacher in Jefferson Parish,” says her
daughter, Peggy Yenni, herself a
teacher at Bonnabel High School.
“People tell me all the time that my
mother had an incredible rapport with
her students and often became a men-
tor, confidante, friend and cheerleader
for any student needing extra care and
concern.”
While Miss Lucille touched the lives

of thousands of students over 25 years,
many went on to become important
Jefferson Parish leaders, like current
Jefferson Parish Councilman (and for-
mer parish school superintendent and
school board member) Elton Lagasse.
Lagasse tells of how Miss Lucille saw
something special in him at a time
when he seemed to be an ordinary high
school student and how she became a
mentor to him and many others, urging
them on throughout their adult years.
In that vein, Miss Lucille proved to be
an instrumental force in the elections to
office of Tim Coulon, Ed Muniz and
Paul Connick.
“The real point is that long before

Joe Yenni and the Yenni family became
synonymous with reform politics in
Kenner and Jefferson Parish, the Yenni
family was enmeshed in Jefferson

“Miss Lucille”
Yenni mourned
in Kenner and
throughout
Jefferson Parish

Kenner Planning and Zoning Director
Jay Hebert recently announced that the
owner of The Esplanade mall has submit-
ted an application for approval by the city
of a Planned Unit Development (PUD)
that would allow for the construction of a
49,000-square-foot stadium style motion
picture theater complex along the west
side of the mall.
The development would be called “The

Grand” theaters and the plans call for its
location to be north of the existing
Goodyear Car Center on The Esplanade

mall property.
The mall’s PUD layout requires an

amendment to include the theater com-
plex but before approval can be given for
the project by Kenner’s Planning
Department, Hebert said, the proposal
must go through a public hearing process
with final approval by the Kenner City
Council.
Developer of the project is Southern

Theatres of New Orleans, a business of
the Solomon Family, longtime movie the-
ater owners and developers in New
Orleans and Jefferson Parish.
Southern Theatres spokesman George

Solomon said the complex will have 14
theaters with stadium seating arrange-
ments and a total seating capacity of
2,400 persons.
Solomon said the project will cost

about $10 million and the targeted com-
pletion date is Memorial Day, 2009.
Principal funding is coming from a Go

Alumni, city officials and area histori-
ans assembled at the old Kenner High on
August 16, 2008 to formally unveil a his-
torical marker acknowledging the school’s
placement on the National Register of
Historic Places. Kenner High, opening in
1924, was the first school in Kenner and
offered first through 12th grade classes.
The last high school senior class graduat-
ed in 1955 and the school then became a
junior high, closing in 1996.

Kenner High historical
marker in place

Second Chateau Café opens in Kenner, first is here to stay
By ALLAN KATZ

Scott Korndorffer, a young Kenner
entrepreneur, founded the first
Chateau Café 14 years ago at 3501
Chateau Boulevard in the shopping
center located at the corner of West
Esplanade Avenue, offering premium
coffee, pastries and a variety of soups,
salads and sandwiches.
Today, besides his first location

which is still at 3501 Chateau
Boulevard, Korndorffer has three
other Chateau Cafés, including a new
second location in Kenner, one in
Lakeview and another in the Jefferson

Parish East Bank Regional Library.
The other Chateau Cafés are located at
139 Robert E. Lee Boulevard across
the street from Mount Carmel in New
Orleans, 4747 West Napoleon Avenue
in Metairie and the latest Kenner edi-
tion which offers a drive-thru, at 701
West Esplanade across from the
Kenner library.
“I knew from the beginning in 1994

that I had a great location in Kenner,”
said Korndorffer, now in his late 30s.
“I had in mind a south Louisiana-type
café where people wouldn’t just come
for the coffee but also for lunch or
dinner. The idea is really more reflec-

tive of our local culture where the cof-
fee is great but it’s just part of the
experience. From the very start, I
made sure we had an enticing variety
of pastries, such as cinnamon rolls,
cakes and petit fors, all baked daily at

continued on page 31

continued on page 31
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Plans filed for theater complex at The Esplanade mall

Artist’s concept of The Grand entrance Kenner officials unveil historic marker.

Lucille Yenni

Chateau Café adds additional location

BARRY SPRAGUE

More than 60 youngsters
respond to city program
offering instruction in
boxing, wrestling and
mixed martial arts
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By ALLAN KATZ

More than 60 Kenner boys and girls

have responded to a city program that is

offering instruction in boxing, wrestling

and mixed martial arts.

Among those involved in offering the

program, with the enthusiastic encour-

agement of Mayor Ed Muniz, are Kenner

restaurateur Joey LaBella, former ama-

teur and pro boxer Paul Whittaker and

long-time boxing trainer Johnny Powell.

The program is being offered tem-

porarily at the Woodward Gymnasium,

2001 34th Street, from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Monday through Friday. The program

will move to the old Wentwood

Gymnasium, now called the Wentwood

Adult Complex, 2 Furman Circle, after

ongoing repairs are completed.

Ken Marroccoli, director of parks and

recreation for the city of Kenner, is very

pleased by the way the program is shap-

ing up. “We have more than 50 boys and

about 10 girls between the ages of 11 and

18 who have turned out for the pro-

gram,” says Marroccoli. “The quality ofHollywood South Studios
offers summer camp for
Kenner children
By ALLAN KATZ

Hollywood South Studios, a full-

service film production company based

in metro New Orleans, is working with

the city of Kenner to offer a summer

camp for children ages 4-13 that will

include training in acting, music and

singing, beginning June 1.

The camp offers two-week sessions

and will be based in Rivertown. Fees

begin at $140 per child per week with

discounts applied for attendance of

more than one week. Scholarships and

reduced tuition are available for chil-

dren from lower-income homes. “We’re

very excited about this and feel that it

will offer a great summer experience

continued on page 31

continued on page 30

Effective May 1, 2009, the city of

Kenner will be moved by the federal

government to a higher classification

in the National Flood Insurance

Program’s (NFIP) Community Rating

System. This change will allow insur-

ance companies to sell flood insurance

to property owners at a lower rate.

In announcing the new rating, Keith

Chiro, director of Kenner’s

Department of Inspection and Code

Enforcement, which manages the

city’s involvement in meeting NFIP

standards, said the Federal Emergency

Management Agency (FEMA), recent-

ly informed him of Kenner’s elevated

status. The action follows a five-year

cycle verification visit last year.

The NFIP provides federally backed

flood insurance that encourages com-

munities to enact and enforce flood-

plain regulations. To be covered by a

flood insurance policy, a property

must be in a community that partici-

pates in the NFIP. To qualify for the

program, a community must adopt and

enforce a floodplain management

ordinance that contains certain basic

NFIP requirements.

Today there are more than 19,000

communities participating in the

NFIP.
Chiro said in 1990 the NFIP initiat-

ed the “Community Rating System”

and under the CRS there is an incen-

tive for communities to do more than

U.S. Rep. “Joseph” Cao checks
office

space, lake levee and flood wall
U.S. Rep. Anh “Joseph” Cao, R-New

Orleans, arrived in Kenner on April 20,

2009 to check out office space the city

will provide him and also got a quick

tour of federally-funded projects like

the lake levee and the west return flood

wall, both of which are integral parts of

Kenner’s flood protection system.

Cao also took a closer look at the old

Kenner Junior High School and dis-

cussed the possibility of using federal

incentive money to house federal and

municipal agencies in the building and

preserve the old building that is now on

the National Register of Historic

Places.
City officials discussed the possibili-

ty of discharging treated effluent from

the Kenner sewerage treatment plant

directly into the Parish Line Canal as

long as it meets federal environmental

protection standards.

At the April 16 meeting of the

Kenner City Council, council members

see page 2

Wait is over for sewerage mess in

Kenner’s Holly Heights as new station

runs cleaner, quieter, free of smell

Mayor Ed Muniz, District 4

Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch

and District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn

and other city officials cut the ribbon

in mid-April 2009 at the new

$1,027,875 dollar sewerage lift sta-

tion on Holly Heights Drive.

Residents in the neighborhood had

long been complaining of sewerage

smells in the area.

The day was especially pleasant for

Aida Melara, a neighborhood resi-

dent who had been asking for a new

sewerage lift (pump) station since

1996. The old one, as she learned

through the years, of inquiring about

a new station, was noisy, sometimes

lost power, and was too small to ade-

quately deal with heavy rains that

often fell in her subdivision.

DeFrancesch said nearby residents

can tell many stories of sewage back-

ing up in their homes and reeking

smells near the old pump facility,

especially during hot summer

months. “Now this is all gone, and

we’re thrilled,” she said.

Melara joined city officials in cut-

ting the big red ribbon that stretched

across the new metal control box that

stuck above the ground and was sur-

rounded by new street and sidewalk
Holly Heights resident Aida Melera,

center, joins officials in ribbon cutting.
Photo by Barry Sprague

U.S. Rep Anh “Joseph” Cao (left) reviews

flood information with Kenner Mayor Ed

Muniz, Deputy CAO Mike Quigley and

CAO Michael Yenni at Laketown.
Photo by Barry Sprague

Professional Boxing & MMA
May 8 at the

Pontchartrain Center
see pages 13, 14 & 22

KPRD Leisure Service

SUMMER CAMPS

& PROGRAMS
see center pullout section

Kenner homeowners to get cheaper flood insurance premiums

continued on page 31

continued on page 30

continued on page 30
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Treasure Chest Casino was controversial 16 years ago, but today it’s just

another successful Kenner business

By ALLAN KATZ

Sixteen years ago, the city of Kenner was divided by an
often-bitter, emotional argument over whether a gaming
casino should be allowed on the city’s lakefront.

The issue was decided by a city council vote that saw
the proponents carry the day. Among the proponents were
then-Mayor Aaron Broussard and then-Police Chief Nick
Congemi who, along with some Kenner council members,
had visited riverboat gaming cities in Illinois and Iowa
and found happy civic and government leaders. The gam-
ing ordinance allowing Treasure Chest Casino to exist
was passed 6-1 by the Kenner Council on November 18,
1993 with the only dissenting vote coming from then-
District 4 Councilman Louis Congemi. But, today, no hint
of controversy surrounds the Treasure Chest Casino,
which will celebrate the 15th anniversary of its opening
on Labor Day this year. The casino has won its place as a
good corporate citizen respected in both civic and politi-
cal circles.

“It’s no big deal today, but it was very emotional 16
years ago,” says Jeannie Black, now a Kenner
Councilwoman-at-Large. “It was and has been the most
controversial issue for Kenner that I can ever remember
but, the negative issues brought up at the time never mate-
rialized.”

Black says the views of the proponents have proven
correct. “It was said the casino would be a major provider
of jobs in the Kenner economy, that the funds generated
by the Treasure Chest would be a major asset for Kenner’s
treasury and that the Treasure Chest would be a good cor-
porate citizen, working with non-profits in the communi-
ty,” she said. “And that is pretty much the way the story
has turned out. Today, I don’t think any hint of controver-
sy hangs over the Treasure Chest. They’ve become an
accepted and generally admired member of the communi-
ty.”

Debbie Settoon, who was one of the leader’s of the anti-
casino contingent, says she seldom thinks about the casi-
no today. Settoon said, “Many of the bad effects we
expected to happen because of the casino, like a signifi-
cant increase in crime, didn’t occur. But neither did the
good effects, like generating enough new city income to
reduce our taxes and generally increase the economic pie.
I did see somewhat of a surprising effect on some people,
like my child's athletic coach who was unaware of a gam-
bling problem until being exposed to it. Luckily in this
case, the problem was caught and prevented a home fore-
closure. Another acquaintance went to jail for embezzling
at work to cover gambling debts. That side of gambling is
seldom known to most people or openly discussed by the
public. All in all, the thing I still worry about now is the
barge itself being secured enough in a hurricane.”

Settoon agrees the casino is no longer controversial in
Kenner. She has gone on to work in other civic and polit-
ical causes.

However, current District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn,
who was not in politics at the time that the casino was
being debated, said that today he only hears affirmative
things about the Treasure Chest. “Over the last 15 years
the Treasure Chest has generated an average of close to $6
million a year for Kenner’s treasury. That’s a total of at
least $90 million, which is a considerable sum to be added
to the coffers of a city our size. All the council districts in
Kenner have benefited from capital improvements direct-
ly tied to the Treasure Chest funding formula and so has
the Kenner Police Department. In addition, the casino has
provided other indirect sources of income for the city as a
portion of hotel and motel sales tax revenue, typically
generated by tourism, can be attributed to Treasure Chest
Casino and that money is dedicated to improvements at
Laketown and Rivertown. Many projects have been com-
pleted, some are underway and others are planned. So, in
that way the casino has made an additional considerable

contribution to the quality of life in our city to be enjoyed
by all our residents.”Black says it is funds generated by the Treasure Chest

that have subsidized a citywide capital project fund.
“Prior to the Treasure Chest, the city never had a capital
building fund. The Treasure Chest has not only helped
improve Kenner’s infrastructure, but the funds we’ve
channeled into the capital fund have also paid for assets
like dump trucks and bulldozers.” A portion of Treasure
Chest’s payments to the city, approximately 24 percent,
goes directly to the police department. Of the remainder,
the formula developed dedicates 50 percent of the
Treasure Chest collections to citywide capital projects, 25
percent to infrastructure for maintenance and construction
(which is split up equally between each of the five coun-
cil districts) with the remaining 25 percent to be used for
reduction of the city’s debt.Councilwoman-at-Large Michele Branigan said that

millions and millions of dollars in street, drainage and
sewer work throughout the city have been paid for by
Treasure Chest Casino monies. Said Branigan, “I think the
casino has not only been a good neighbor, but has played
a major part in infrastructure improvement in our city.”

Broussard said, “After visiting those Iowa and Illinois
towns with existing riverboats, all experiencing nothing
but positive effects of gaming, we felt confident the same
results would occur in Kenner, and they did.”

Vincent Schwartz, general manager of the Treasure
Chest, is a native of Metairie, a graduate of East Jefferson
High School and the University of New Orleans, who has
worked for Boyd Gaming, Treasure Chest’s parent com-
pany, since 1998. He has been general manager of the
casino since May of this year.“We have a wonderful relationship with the city of

Kenner,” he says. “We view the city as our partner.”
Schwartz says the Treasure Chest employs just under 800
workers, making it Kenner’s largest single employer,
excluding the airport. Schwartz said most Treasure Chest
employees reside in either Kenner or Metairie. He says
the casino’s gaming volume is off slightly in the current
economic recession. In part because of business trends,
the Treasure Chest has slightly trimmed its hours of oper-
ation. The casino, which once was open 24 hours a day, is
now open from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 a.m. from Sunday
through Thursday, and from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 a.m. on
Fridays and Saturdays.“Besides our financial contributions to the city, we

enjoy being a sponsor of National Night Out Against
Crime and Back to the Beach,” said Schwartz. “We also
work closely with Second Harvesters and the Kenner
Food Bank. We understand that we have both civic and
moral responsibilities as a good corporate citizen and
have found that the city of Kenner is a great environment
for cooperative endeavors.”“We have no plans for expanding the Treasure Chest at

this time but we’re always considering opportunities to
enlarge our operations,” said Schwartz. “Kenner has
proven to be a great place for us and we hope that the
community is as pleased with the Treasure Chest as we’re
pleased with being members of the Kenner
community.”�
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We have begun

to see progress on

repairs and

upgrades at the

city of Kenner Parks. Several construc-

tion projects are either underway or

recently completed. The Butch Duhe

playground concession stand is in the

final stages of construction and we are

looking forward to the grand opening.

This project has been a long time coming

with the plans being drawn in 2003 and

we feel that this will be a welcome addi-

tion to this growing playground. Another

project that is about to begin is the

Wentwood concession complex. This

complex was completely damaged by

Hurricane Katrina and forced to close

because the structure was unsafe. The

bids are in and contracts are being signed

so we look forward to construction

beginning this month. This facility will

replace the portable trailer and the port-o-

lets that have been out at the facility for a

few years since the demolition of the old

facility.
A couple of other projects that are in

the works are the reroofing of Woodward

Gym and Lincoln Manor Gym. They

also suffered major damage from

Hurricane Katrina and we will be so

happy to finally stop the leaks at these

gymnasiums. Several other gyms have

already had their roofs replaced, includ-

ing Muss Bertolino, Galatas and Butch

Duhe. This is a big step as it allows us to

do some planned upgrades inside of these

facilities that will be a tremendous

improvement to benefit all of our chil-

dren. Other items that have been com-

pleted are new air conditioning units at

several gyms throughout the city includ-

ing Muss Bertolino playground; new

green vinyl coated fencing at all of the

parks in District 3; and tennis court

upgrades with new fencing, nets, wind-

screen and painting at some of them. We

have several other areas that we are

focusing on to upgrade in the very near

future, which is new lighting at all of the

ballparks and upgraded restroom facili-

ties. With all that said, we are not content

with the amount of progress that has been

done to date and are always looking to

get other projects underway and accom-

plished.
We have had numerous meetings with

FEMA over the past few years and we

are beginning to see the benefits of our

efforts. We have revisited with FEMA the

amount of funds allocated to the play-

grounds immediately after Hurricane

Katrina and have voiced our concerns

and provided written and photographic

documentation of the true extent of the

damage. FEMA has been extremely

helpful to us and has gone out of its way

to assist us in correcting the deficiencies.

We are in the process of receiving new

project worksheets for the parks and look

forward to continued improvements in

the near future with the remainder of

these projects. I want to extend my

thanks to the FEMA and state representa-

tives for all their hard work, with a spe-

cial thanks to city legal advisor Mike

Gaffney, as all have helped us to work

through recovery.

Baseball and softball seasons are upon

us and we are continuing to see the num-

ber of participants increase over the past

few years. We are currently reaching pre-

Katrina levels with participation and we

hope to see this trend continue. We feel

that this is a great opportunity to have

your child come out to the parks and join

in the fun with other children their age.

Participating in sports is a great way to

build lasting friendships, build self confi-

dence in your child, let them learn the

benefits of team work and see all of their

efforts and hard work pay off. I want to

praise all of the volunteer parents and

coaches for their time and efforts that

they put forth in coaching the youth in

our community. Their selfless attitude,

attention to detail and their overall com-

passion for the human spirit are very

much appreciated by our department and

we could not operate without them.

These volunteers are truly the backbone

of this community and our recreation

department.

We have a wide variety of new pro-

grams going on at the Kenner Parks and

Recreation Department. We have excit-

ing classes being offered through our

Leisure Services Program. In the center

pullout section of this issue of the Kenner

Star you will find a pull-out brochure that

will give you details on all of our upcom-

ing classes and programs that are being

offered for the summer. We have a wide

range of activities for people of all inter-

est levels and ages from ceramics to gar-

dening classes to art classes. We are also

holding registration this month for our

summer camp. The children who attend

our summer camps have an enormous

amount of fun and have the opportunity

to take field trips that are both education-

al and enjoyable. For more information

about any of our Leisure Services

Classes please call 468-7268.

We are now signing people up for new

sports, boxing, wrestling and mixed mar-

tial arts within the Kenner Recreation

Program. These city programs are not

really new as they have been on hiatus

over the past several years. Kenner has

always had a very storied history with

boxing so we felt that it was time to bring

back a sport that helps fit the bill for indi-

vidual accomplishment and helps train

the body and mind to overcome adversi-

ty. These sports are being offered to chil-

dren ages 13 and older. Participating is a

great way to become involved and may

be an outlet for some to keep from stray-

ing down the wrong path as these sports

teach discipline, self confidence and self

control. We feel that this will be a great

addition to the Kenner Recreation family.

For more information on the boxing pro-

gram please call Joey LaBella at 416-

7681.
If you would like information about

anything that is offered at the Kenner

Parks and Recreation Department please

call 468-7211.

Please remember that if you are driving

by playgrounds to treat the area like a

school zone and slow down to make sure

that the children stay safe.�

Ken Marroccoli can be reached at 

468-7211 or by email at recreation.ken-

ner.la.us.

Government

Playground repairs and upgrades continue, new programs are underway

By KEN MARROCCOLI, Kenner Parks and Recreation Director

�

In conjunction with the Relay For Life

of New Orleans a special “Look

Good…Feel Better” session will be held

on May 6 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at

the American Cancer Society’s Volunteer

Center located at 2605 River Road in

New Orleans, 70121.

This free program is for recently diag-

nosed female cancer patients and is led

by volunteer beauty professionals who

use their experience to offer practical tips

and techniques for makeup, skin care,

nail care, as well as ways to deal with hair

loss such as with wigs, turbans, and

scarves. Each woman attending will

receive a free kit of skincare and cosmet-

ic products. Local Kenner Hair Styles

Unlimited salon owner Nancy Hihar will

be participating in the session.

For more information or to RSVP call

the American Cancer Society at 833-

4024 or 1-800-ACS-2345.�

Community
�
American Cancer Society hosts “Look

Good, Feel Better” session on May 6
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Muniz administrationinstalls fleet managementdepartment for Kenner’svehicles

By ALLAN KATZ

City officials and Kenner Food Bank officials expressed
gratitude to generous Kenner residents who donated more
than eight tons of food for those in need.“It is just amazing how, in this time of recession and anx-
iety, that Kenner residents dug so deeply to give help to the
food bank,” said Mary-Sharon Howland, director of com-
munity services for the city. She also expressed the gratitude
of the entire city to the Local 4342 Branch of the National
Association of Letter Carriers who picked up the donations
in bags distributed by the Kenner Star and the postal offi-
cials who endorsed and encouraged the entire effort.Along with the postal carriers who donated their time,
Howland also acknowledged the food drive’s generous
sponsors, the Kenner Professional Business Association,
Kenner District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn, Kenner Central

Generous Kenner residents donate more than 
eight tons of edibles to city’s food bank

By ALLAN KATZ

In a state of the city speech to members ofthe Kenner Professional and BusinessAssociation on November 17, 2009, MayorEd Muniz insisted that with the nation in theworst recession in 70 years and with Kennerfacing a major revenue crisis, the CityCouncil should step forward in this crisisand heed his proposals.In his speech Muniz said, “During the prop-

erty tax millage adjustment a few months ago,our governing authority – the City Council –made an inncoent mistake by rolling back thetax millage to 18.13 mills. I am now asking thecity council to roll that millage forward by 1.4mills to make it revenue neutral and recapture

the $650,000 we lost when the millage wasrolled back. Several other agencies realized theproblem and rolled their millages forward tokeep them revenue neutral. Among them werethe Jefferson Parish Sheriff and Coronor’sOffices, the East Jefferson Levee Board, theJefferson Parish School Board and the city ofHarahan. While several government agenciesrolled their tax millages forward, Kenner didnot. Kenner rolled them back in an effort to
continued on page 27 See story on page 19.

Gregory Carroll,Kenner District 1Councilman elected.

Mayor Muniz asks for additional funds now, members of
Kenner City Council more inclined to wait

Local postmen Sal Candilora, John Brehm, Ryan
Stuprich and Adam Ronquillo, members of the Local
Branch 4342 of the National Association of Letter
Carriers, helped collect food during the 20th annual
November food drive for the Kenner Food Bank.

continued on page 8

Santa Claus is at Kenner’s ChristmasVillage, just waiting to greet all the goodboys and girls

By ALLAN KATZ

Kenner’s Christmas Village is onceagain a huge holiday success, filledwith music, food and fun. Families areflocking to Christmas Village to get inthe holiday mood and Santa Claus is athis jovial best, laughing it up and pos-ing for pictures with boys and girls.“Christmas Village is one ofKenner’s best and most special holidaytraditions,” says Mary-SharonHowland, director of community serv-ices for the city.
“We opened Christmas Village onDecember 4 and it will remain open

continued on page 8

By ALLAN KATZ

Mayor Ed Muniz has said for three yearsthat Kenner needs to move Rivertownfrom a venue that consumes revenues toone that produces revenues.His administration took a step in thatdirection recently with the re-opening of theformer Wildlife and Fisheries Museum asHeritage Hall, an historic facility that isavailable to be rented for weddings, busi-ness meetings, catered luncheons and din-ners, musical venues and other events. Builtin 1907, the two-story brick and masonrybuilding is considered a preservationisttreasure, having been admitted to theNational Register of Historic Places.Located at 303 Williams Boulevard, thebuilding was a key location in the old

Can Rivertown be a money maker? Mayor Muniz re-opens Heritage Hall as a reception and meeting hall

continued on page 20
Heritage Hall is available for weddings.Photo by Barry Sprague

By ALLAN KATZ

The administration of Mayor EdMuniz has implemented a fleet man-agement program that includes preven-tive maintenance for every one ofKenner’s 322 pieces of equipment.Ronnie Vitellaro, who heads the fleetmanagement department, said, “Weestimate that by assigning vehiclemaintenance to a group that reallyunderstands vehicle maintenance, thecity is saving hundreds of thousands ofdollars. The added benefit is we’veextended the life of every vehicle in the
continued on page 30

SPEECH HIGHLIGHTSSee page 28.
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The Ice House are pros at ice and service and more

BY ALLAN KATZ

There was a time in America when if you 

wanted ice, you went to an ice house where 

they would bring a big frozen cube out 

to the loading platform and expertly chip 

away to fill your order.

There aren’t many ice houses left in Lou-

isiana but Kenner has one that has been 

in business for 35 years and is still going 

strong.
Called The Ice House, located at 2151 

Williams Boulevard, this is a business that 

is still operating profitably even in an age 

when drug stores, supermarkets and conve-

nience stores all offer bagged ice, too.

“It is amazing that we’re still doing so 

well but I think it is because we specialize 

in customer service and can fill particular 

requests, regardless if it’s filling a big ice 

chest for a tailgate party, a hunting trip or a 

Christmas party for 1, 000,” says Joe Ric-

ca, who has owned the Ice House for seven 

years, having bought it from the previous 

owners who were in the business for more 

than 28 years.
Ricca, and his staff of six full-time em-

ployees and six part-timers, have a big load-

ing platform and enjoy demonstrating that they are 
masters of ice handling, whether you want bagged 

cubes or blocks and whether you want someone to 

help you load it in the rear of your car 

or on a full-size truck.

“If you’re a working guy who needs 

enough ice to last for a 12-hour day, we 

can help you,” says Ricca. “If you’re 

hosting a Christmas party in your patio 

and need enough ice to fill 200 drinks, 

we can help you. Ice is our business, 

but its customer service that makes us 

a success.”
The Ice House is also a small-end 

convenience store. In addition to sell-

ing ice, they offer a six-bay car wash 

with five self-serve and one automatic 

station, both at reasonable prices. A se-

lection of keg, bottled and can beer are 

always sold at the lowest prices allowed 

by law. They will allow you to top off 

your propane tank and water bottles can 

be filled with 100 percent pure spring 

water from Kentwood, Louisiana.

The Ice House is open on Monday 

through Thursday from 6:00 a.m. until 

6:00 p.m., on Friday and Saturday from 

7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. and on Sun-

days from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. The 

phone number is 469-3503. 

Law

Beneficial changes made to laws on small successions

BY JAMES L. MELCHERS

The Louisiana 

Legislature has 

made significant 

beneficial changes 

in the laws governing small successions. 

Prior to these changes, a small succession 

was defined as one in which the person 

died without a will, owned no immov-

able property (real estate) except a cem-

etery space intended for the burial of the 

deceased, and owned assets valued at 

$50,000 or less. In such cases an “Affi-

davit of Small Succession” was prepared, 

signed by all heirs, notarized and sent to 

Louisiana Department of Revenue for cer-

tification that no taxes were due. This af-

fidavit would then be presented to banks, 

insurance companies or other institutions 

that held the assets of the deceased and 

was sufficient to allow the release of the 

funds to the heirs. It was not necessary to 

open probate through the courts.

There are three significant changes 

to these laws. The first of these changes 

now defines the small succession as one 

in which the person leaves property in 

Louisiana with a gross value of $75,000 

or less. This is an increase of $25,000 over 

the prior allowable gross value of $50,000. 

This change takes effect January 1, 2010. 

This appears to apply after January 1, 

2010, regardless of the date of death. In 

other words, the $75,000 limit should ap-

ply regardless of whether the decedent 

died before or after January 1, 2010.

The second change extends the use of 

the “Affidavit of Small Succession” to 

include immovable property (real estate) 

under certain circumstances. Small suc-

cession immovable property is limited to 

a single lot or contiguous lots. These lots 

must have only one building plus ancil-

lary buildings (sheds, etc.). The building 

can have no more than four dwelling units 

within the one building. Each of the units 

must be residences primarily. Addition-

ally, either the decedent or the surviving 

spouse must have lived on the property 

and it was the last place of residence of ei-

ther of them until illness, incapacity, natu-

ral disaster or destruction required either 

or both of them to leave the property.

In other words, if your relative owns 

a single house or apartment building 

with no more than four units, and lived 

in one of them until too ill to live alone, 

that property can be passed to the heirs 

through an “Affidavit of Small Succes-

sion” as long as the total value of the es-

tate does not exceed $75,000. In this case 

the affidavit must be recorded in the con-

veyance records of the parish where the 

property is located along with a certified 

copy of the decedent’s death certificate.

The third change involves the require-

ment to have the affidavit certified by the 

inheritance tax collector that no taxes are 

due. The affidavit should no longer be 

submitted to the Department of Revenue 

for certification.
The law has not changed in its require-

ment that a person must die without a will 

in order to utilize an “Affidavit of Small 

Succession.” Additionally, use of this af-

fidavit is only available if 

the heirs are his children, 

parents, brothers or sisters 

or their descendants, or the 

surviving spouse. This is 

not available if the person 

is survived only by more 

remote relatives such as 

aunts, uncles or cousins.

When use of the “Af-

fidavit of Small Succes-

sion” is applicable, it is 

not necessary to open pro-

bate through the courts. 

This affidavit must be pre-

pared, executed and some-

times recorded within the 

requirements detailed in 

Louisiana Law. It is wise 

to consult a seasoned 

professional to handle a 

small succession as de-

fined above. 
James L. Melchers is 

the senior attorney at 

Melchers Law Firm, lo-

cated at 909 West Espla-

nade Avenue in Kenner 

and the firm’s primary 

areas of practice are 

estate planning, wills, 

trusts, successions, cor-

porate law, and personal 

injury. Melchers can be 

reached at 467-1092 or visit the web-

site at www.melcherslawfirm.com.

HOMEBUYER

TRAINING CLASS

ConChita Sulli

Sulli Educational Services, inc.

4224 Florida ave. - Suite #7

464-6224

Pre-Registration

a must!

First class

of the year!
English 

Jan. 16, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
& 

Jan. 17, 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

WROUGHT IRON WORK

Custom built fences, gates, burglar bars, dumpster enclosures, 

handrails, A/C cages, minor repairs

30  years experience

Roger Blount

813-5870

The Ice House is located at 2151 Williams Boulevard.

Photo by Eric Miller
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District 1 Councilman Gregory Carroll is a 49-year-old life-long Kenner resident who says he has bright, ambitious plans in mind for his district – a combination of community projects with quality of life improvements – to ensure District 1 keeps pace with all the other districts throughout the city.
“The people of my district are very proud of their neighborhoods and will play a major role in all of the district improvements I want to propose,” said Carroll, who works for a non-profit corporation that helps people who lost their homes and businesses in Hurricane Rita, Katrina and Gustav.Carroll grew up in south Kenner. He graduated from Our Lady of Perpetual Help School, Bonnabel High School and the University of New Orleans. “I grew up participating in Kenner Recreation Department’s programs and had the good fortune of always being around positive role models who were very instrumental in my upbringing. Because of that I am still very active in the recreation department and I think it is as a privilege to give back to the community by working with our children. Even though it’s been almost five years now, in my district we still have a job to do in bringing 

the playgrounds back to their pre-Katrina status, so the children who participate in our programs can enjoy the same great facilities I did when growing up in Kenner,” Carroll said.In regard to blight and improving neighborhoods, Carroll said he wants to initiate a neighborhood revitalization and rental housing improvement program which will be designed to spur neighborhood and community revitalization by targeting rental housing landlords with incentives to improve the exterior and physical appearance of their rental units. “I would like to work with community leaders from around the city to come up with other incentive programs that would reward landlords who improve their property. Maybe we can develop some programs that encourage landlords to match the city’s efforts by improving their properties,” Carroll said. “In my district there are a lot of renters and we need to let the landlords know that we want them to maintain and improve their properties. If a neighborhood 

Kenner Councilman Gregory Carroll: Wants capital improvement projects in District 1’s future
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KENNER PARKS & RECREATIONwww.kenner.la.us/recreation.htmlsee 4-page insert

Laketown boat
launch undergoing
major facelift

continued on page 28

continued on page 30

continued on page 28

continued on page 28

District 1 Councilman
Gregory Carroll

Aviation Board’s 
new airport director 
to start May 24

New Orleans 
Aviation Board 
Chairman Dan 
Packer said Iffikhar 
Ahmad, director of 
the Dayton, Ohio 
International Airport since 2006, has agreed to leave his position and run the Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport located in Kenner.

“We were most impressed with Ahmad,” said Packer of the effort to hire a new director of aviation for Armstrong International. Iffikhar’s contract was approved by the Aviation Board on April 21, 2010 and his hiring was approved by the New Orleans City Council the next day.
The agreement would pay Ahmad, 44, $195,642 a year. The Aviation Board announced in February that 

BY ALLAN KATZ

BY ALLAN KATZ

The long awaited necessary dredging to improve the boating experience in Kenner began on April 8, 2010 when the city’s boat launch on Williams Boulevard in Laketown closed. It will remain closed from 6:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. on weekdays to accommodate the six-week project.
“When completed this major improvement of upgrading the marina will be welcomed by boaters that use the Laketown boat launch,” said Kenner District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn.

Two years in the planning, the Federal Emergency Management Agency authorized the payment of this project because it involved dredging the harbor. “The best part is since FEMA is covering the funding the work is being performed at no cost to Kenner taxpayers,” said Zahn.

BY ALLAN KATZ

Facing its most serious deficit in history that could force cutbacks in city services and personnel layoffs, the Kenner City Council at its April 8, 2010 meeting adopted many increases in fees that it hopes will generate more than $300,000 a year.
“Jefferson Parish and other municipalities have been raising their fees for many years,” said Councilwoman-at-Large Michele Branigan. “We’ve been very fortunate in Kenner for a long time with sales tax revenues that grew each year. Now, we’ve suffered several consecutive years of serious sales tax decreases and, for the first time in 20 years, we’ve been forced to increase hundreds of fees collected by the city.”A good example of the fee increases is the council’s action in raising the cost of a Kenner brake tag from $7.50 to $10. Members of the council were surprised to learn that Kenner brake tags are the least expensive in the state 

Fee increases by
Kenner City Council
hoped to generate
$300,000 per year

On April 8, 2010, the Kenner City Council unanimously approved three Tax Increment Financing districts at The Esplanade mall in hopes of luring Target, a major retailer, to build a new and larger store at the site of a long-closed Mervyn’s.
The creation of the TIF districts is 

intended to give Target the needed incentive to finalize negotiations with The Esplanade mall owner, Simon Property Group, and for other retailers, as well, to possibly locate stores there.“I’m very pleased with the forward progress we’re making in trying to bring Target to The Esplanade mall,” 

said District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch. “I appreciate the assistance of my fellow council members. The tax increment approvals mean the Simon 

Kenner City Council gives approval for tax incentives to help The Esplanade land Target

Iffikhar Ahmad

continued on page 18

BY ALLAN KATZ

For Mike Quigley, Kenner’s new chief administrative 

officer, working for a Yenni won’t be anything new.

Named CAO by incoming Mayor Mike Yenni, Quigley 

recalled that during his career 

he previously worked for the 

late Joe Yenni when he was 

Jefferson Parish President and 

for the late Mike Yenni when 

he, too, was parish president.

“I have had a wonderful 

relationship over the years 

with the Yenni family,” recalls 

Quigley who for many years 

was an employee of Jefferson 

Parish. “The current mayor is 

the one who recommended 
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continued on page 26

continued on page 27

THE DEMOLITION OF MERVYN’S HAS BEGUN AND A NEW TARGET 

TO BE BUILT ON THAT SPOT IN THE ESPLANADE IS EXPECTED TO 

OPEN IN THE SUMMER OF 2011. See Story on page 13

Kenner Star
celebrates 18 years of

publication. 
See story on page 5

KRPD
LEISURE SERVICE

FALL PROGRAMS

SEE 8-PAGE 

INSERT INSIDE

District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch hopes 

in the next four years to pass reform legislation that will 

make it unlikely Kenner will ever be hit by the kind of 

conflict-of-interest scandals that have recently shaken 

up government in Jefferson Parish and the 

Jefferson School Board.

“The current administration and the City 

Council can make a major contribution to 

Kenner history by passing legislation that 

requires government to operate with complete 

transparency,” says DeFrancesch, currently 

serving her second term in office. “Jefferson 

Parish and the school board were shocked 

by scandals when elected officials became 

involved in deals with obvious significant 

conflicts of interest. I think we can develop 

legislation that would require any elected 

District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch seeks reform 

legislation to prevent scandals
BY ALLAN KATZ

District 4 Councilwoman

Maria DeFrancesch

official to make public his or her involvement in a for-

profit enterprise or any other conflict of interest.”

DeFrancesch believes she brings a unique resume 

to the Kenner Council. Born in Italy, she came to the 

United States at the age of six, worked her way through 

high school and college earning a bachelor 

of science degree in chemistry, mathematics 

and French as well as a masters degree in 

biochemistry. Before being elected to the 

council, DeFrancesch was a teacher for over 

thirty years and an administrator for five.

DeFrancesch said she is very proud of a 

resolution she authored, passed by the City 

Council, requiring Kenner’s public officials 

to be governed by the same rules as Kenner 

public employees.

Iftikhar Ahmad, the new 

director of aviation at Louis 

Armstrong New Orleans 

International Airport, intends 

for his tenure at the airport 

to be a record-setting time 

insofar as passenger volume 

is concerned.
Acknowledging that Armstrong International has 

never in its history handled 10 million passengers in 

a calendar year, Ahmad said, “I am a very growth-

minded person and I assure you that during my time 

here we will go beyond 10 million passengers a 

year, hopefully many times. I cannot tell you yet if 

we will hit 10 million for the first time in 2011, 2012 

or 2013 but I am absolutely confident that it will be 

done.”

New airport director plans on setting passenger 

volume records, aims for good relationships with 

Kenner’s leaders
BY ALLAN KATZ

Iftikhar Ahmad

continued on page 26

Discount Zone invests $500,000 in 

new store at Williams and Vintage
BY ALLAN KATZ

Discount Zone is investing a half million dollars 

in a new location that will sell frozen yogurt, pizza, 

organic foods and gasoline at the corner of Williams 

Boulevard and Vintage Drive.

“Our company has been very successful in Kenner 

and we feel that we owe the community a great 

deal,” said Sam Madi of Discount Zone. “One way 

of giving back to the community is to build a state-

of-the-art store at a key location in Kenner. We also 

want to offer our customers a lot of special buys and 

we’re also looking into adopting a nearby school.”

The new construction at 4045 Williams Boulevard 

will include a 2,500 square foot store as well as a 

gasoline pumping facility with a canopy. There 

will be a frozen yogurt outlet, to be known as 

continued on page 26

Kenner Chief Administrative 

Officer Mike Quigley on the 

job visiting Grand Isle during 

the BP oil spill.

New chief administrative officer brings energy, 

experience and enthusiasm to the job

BY ALLAN KATZ me to Mayor Ed Muniz four years ago when they were 

first putting together the Muniz team. I had retired from 

working from the parish but I was a long-time admirer of Ed 

Muniz. To me, Mayor Muniz perfectly represented the idea 

of a smart businessman who committed himself to public 

service and brought the methods of business to the art of 

governing.”
In the Muniz team, Mike Yenni was chief administrative 

officer and Quigley was deputy chief administrative officer. 

Yenni and Quigley were an inseparable team. “I think Ed 

Muniz is one of the most talented executives I’ve ever seen 

and Mike Yenni is a young man on his way to greatness. I 

think our new mayor follows in the footsteps of a family 

of real dedicated public servants. This Mayor Yenni has the 

same gift that we all saw in Joe Yenni – a true caring for the 

continued on page 23

A combination of well-applied new technology and old-fashioned police 

work came together in the first half of 2010 to seriously reduce Kenner’s 

crime figures by 21 percent.

“We have 16 stationary license plate recognition cameras and one mobile 

camera attached to one of our cars that read license plates and alert us 

immediately if the vehicle under surveillance has been reported stolen or if 

the listed owner of the vehicle is wanted by the police,” said Kenner Police 

Chief Steve Caraway. “In several instances, we’ve been able to quickly 

make arrests just blocks from where the wanted vehicle was spotted by the 

camera.”
In addition to the boost from technology, Chief Caraway says other key 

arrests were the result of old-fashioned police work that involved hundreds 

Crime down in Kenner
License plate recognition cameras play major role in 21 percent reduction in crime in Kenner

BY ALLAN KATZ

By ALLAN KATZ

Since 1994,

Kenner City

Councilwom
an-

at-Large Jean
nie

Black has b
een

trying to con-

vince Kenner

mayors and
fel-

low Council

members tha
t the

city’s sewer lines need a major

rebuilding pr
ogram.

After almos
t 15 years of try

ing,

Councilmemb
er Black fin

ally has a

mayor who a
grees that se

wer system

upgrading an
d repairs are

a matter of

urgency and
a City Coun

cil that is

unanimously
with her.

Mayor Ed M
uniz and the

six other

Council mem
bers have jo

ined with

Black in appr
oving measur

es that will

immediately
bring more t

han $4 mil-

lion of capit
al improvem

ents to the

Kenner sewe
r system and opens th

e

door to long
-term improvement

s that

could cost as
much as $25

million or

more.
“It’s been a

long haul bu
t this just

shows that
if you keep

trying and

never becom
e negative or

lose heart,

great things
can be achie

ved,” said

Black after th
e Council, wi

th the back-

ing of the ad
ministration,

agreed to a

Long-needed, lon
g-delayed

sewer infrastruct
ure

upgrade and rep
airs finally

about to become
reality

By ALLAN KATZ

Demolition o
f

the old, crum-

bling Chateau

Village shop-

ping mall may

be delayed

because of
the

credit crunch,

says the de
vel-

oper.
But

Kenner Dist
rict

4 Councilwom
an Maria

DeFrancesch
, who has w

orked with

the developer
for months on

plans for

a new Chateau Village shopping

mall, said a
delay in the

demolition

schedule will
be a problem

.

According to
the develope

r’s dem-

olition perm
it, the knoc

k down of

Chateau Vil
lage was su

pposed to

begin no la
ter than De

cember 14,

2008.
Developer M

ohan Kailas s
aid dem-

olition has been delayed because

bankers are
reluctant to

make loans

during the nation’s
current fisca

l

crises. DeFra
ncesch respo

nded, as far

as she’s con
cerned, Kail

as made a

commitment
and she regr

ets that he

has not lived
up to the ag

reed-upon

schedule tha
t should have begun

demolition n
o later than

December

2008.
“We have to

work togethe
r with the

developer an
d I’m going

to continue

to do that,” said Councilwom
an

DeFrancesch
. “At the sam

e time the

By ALLAN KATZ

A group of inv
estors from th

e metro

New Orleans area
have spent ab

out

$26 million re
placing a Holi

day Inn at

Veterans andW
illiams with a

new top-

of-the-line Cr
owne Plaza.

Although a ri
bbon cutting

and pre-

view party hav
e been set for

4:30 p.m.

on January 14
, 2009, the co

mpletely-

renovated and upgraded Crowne

Plaza is open
and doing bus

iness. The

property is formally called the

Crowne Plaza
New Orleans Airpo

rt

Hotel. It inclu
des 292 well-

appointed

rooms with 42-inch flat screen

receivers, a la
rge new ballr

oom with

meeting room
s that are equi

pped with

state-of-the-ar
t visual techno

logy gear

for business tr
avelers and lo

cal events.

A major feature
of the renova

ted

hotel is a 7,50
0 square foot

ballroom

that can be d
ivided into si

x smaller

rooms. Hotel o
fficials said th

ey expect

the ballroom
to be much in

demand,

both for visit
ing conventio

n groups

and for locals
who may find

it perfect

for weddings,
banquets and

other cel-

ebrations.

“This is one
of the best ec

onomic

development
projects ever

to come to

the Kenner t
ourism industry,” sai

d

District 2 C
ouncilman Jo

e Stagni.

“This renovat
ed property re

presents a

significant up
grade over wh

at existed

previously at
this location.

Equally

important, t
he investment

group

behind this d
evelopment is

a who’s

who of outs
tanding area

business

leaders. The f
act that they a

re invest-

ing in Kenne
r is an indic

ation that

they think ou
r community

has a bril-

liant future.”

Investors in th
e project inclu

de Joe

Jaeger, Randy
Waesche, Wa

yne and

David Ducot
e, Paul Flow

er, Susan

Cambre and S
teve Dwyer. T

odd Loup,

general mana
ger of the n

ew hotel,

said, “We ope
ned with 60 e

mployees,

all local, and e
xpect to be hir

ing more

soon.” Loup
said that in

the new

continued on page 25

By ALLAN KATZ

Southern The
aters of New

Orleans is

moving forw
ard with plan

s for a $10

million, 49,00
0-square-foot

motion pic-

ture complex
at The Esplan

ade mall.

Southern The
aters is own

ed by the

Solomon fam
ily of New O

rleans, long-

time movie
theater devel

opers whose

successful pr
ojects include

the theater

complexes at
Elmwood and

Clearview.

George Solomon, sp
eaking for the

developers, s
aid they are

planning 14

theaters with
stadium seating arran

ge-

ments and a
total seating

capacity of

more than 2,4
00.

“This is a wo
nderful projec

t that will

bring movie th
eater custome

rs to Kenner

and The Espl
anade mall fr

om through-

out the regio
n,” said Kenn

er District 4

Councilwoma
n Maria DeFrancesch

.

“The develop
er is complete

ly first-class

as is their pla
n. They have

been open to

meeting with
improvement

associations

from the adjacent
neighborhood

s and

everyone is v
ery pleased.”

$26 million renovation replaces old Holiday

Inn with sparkling, new
Crowne Plaza
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SEE CENTER PULL-OUT SECT
ION

continued on page 23

Developer says d
emolition of Cha

teau Village

mall may be dela
yed, Councilwom

an

DeFrancesch not
happy about thatWalgreen’s at Vi

ntage

and Williams wins

approval of co
uncilman,

neighborhood
groups

By ALLAN KATZ

Kenner Distri
ct 3 Council

man Ben

Zahn and com
munity leaders

are pleased

with plans to
build a gleam

ing new

Walgreen’s on
the northeast

side of the

Vintage and W
illiams Boulev

ard inter-

section.
“This will be

an important n
ew retail

anchor serving
the growing c

ommunity

around it,” sai
d Councilman

Zahn. “The

lot where the
Walgreen’s w

ill be con-

structed has n
ever previousl

y been pro-

ductive and I
’m very pleased

to help

bring it into commerce.
Stirling

Properties, the
developer, has

been very

cooperative an
d we have had

three meet-

ings with the
adjacent neigh

bors and

Solomon family

plans $10 million

movie complex at

The Esplanade mall

continued on page 17

Councilwoman-at-Large

Jeannie Black

District 4
Councilwoman

Maria DeFrancesch

continued on page 26

The city of Kenner has a grants administrator who is intensively trying to attract grants for a wide variety of projects, ranging from the development of the old Kenner High School to funding for roadway and drainage improvements.
Mike Ince, a graduate of Florida State University, with degrees in economics and urban 

planning, who is working on a master’s degree in public administration at the University of New 

When Kenner Firefighter Joe Sunseri arrived at the medical emergency, the two-year-old girl had been pulled from the swimming pool and was stretched out in the kitchen.
The child had eluded her adult supervisors for just a moment and jumped into the pool. In a flash, she had inhaled too much water and lost consciousness. Her mother called 911 and a three-man unit of the Kenner Fire Department responded, arriving at the front door in less than four minutes, 15 minutes sooner than an East Jefferson ambulance that was also on the way.

Sunseri, following what he learned in CPR and first aid classes, checked the child’s pulse. She had a pulse but it was weak. Her heart was still beating. Reaching into his kit, he connected the child to the oxygen and turned it up. After a long moment, the child started coughing and spitting up water. By the time the ambulance arrived, her eyes were open and she was able to sit up as the emergency medical technicians placed her in a gurney and prepared to take her to the hospital.Today, the child has made a full recovery without any brain damage that might have occurred during the time when she was unconscious. Her 
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Kenner Police Chief 
Steve Caraway is an all-
out supporter of Mayor 
Michael S. Yenni’s 
proposed April 2 tax 
package that includes a 
new eight-mill property 
tax to fund operating 
costs and a new four-mill 
property tax for capital 
costs.

Both of these 
proposed 10 year 
property tax millages 
are dedicated to the 
police department and 
the revenues they produce cannot be used for any other purpose without a vote of the people.The chief says the eight-mills will be used solely for operating costs such as hiring, fuel, utilities and for maintaining the jail and police headquarters. The four-mills will fund capital costs including new cars, bullet proof vests, guns, etc.

Chief Caraway says he is supporting Mayor Yenni’s tax proposal because the Kenner Police Department is damaged every day by unstable and inadequate funding. Presently no part of the Kenner Police Department’s 

budget is funded by any property tax millages.For one thing, he says, it was a mistake by a previous administration over six years ago to make the police department’s funding dependent on sales tax revenues. As it has turned out, he says, sales taxes are too volatile, unpredictable and subject to sudden swings to allow for planning in regards to personnel or equipment. Property taxes by contrast are predictable and measurable. Caraway said an additional change in police funding made by the previous administration in 2004 compounded financial budget issues when already dedicated revenues to the police department were reduced by $1.5 million annually. He said every year since then has been a struggle financially.“It’s impossible to properly plan for equipment replacement, hiring and efficient operations when you don’t know what your budget is going to be from year to year,” says Chief Caraway. “Over the past few years the Kenner City Council has scrambled to patch our budget with non-recurring revenue and rededicated capital money, which left the city with no capital funds. Unfortunately there is nothing left to raid to help the police department meet its obligations this year. A change in funding is absolutely necessary,” said Caraway. “One example of our budgetary problems is that presently our police department is spending 

The residential land near the Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport bought from residential homeowners over a decade ago is the object of a renewed joint effort to prepare it for sale.
“It is in the interest of the city of Kenner to get this 160-acre tract back in commerce, preferably as soon as possible,” said Mike Quigley, Kenner’s Chief Administrative Officer. The terms of the FAA buyout are that the land could be used for commercial purposes, if a buyer can be found.Quigley said credit for the renewed effort is the emphasis given by Mayor Yenni to put the property in commerce and to Iftikhar Ahmad, the new airport aviation director, who has brought representatives of Kenner, New Orleans, the New Orleans Aviation Board and the FAA to the table.“Our research found that there is so much bureaucracy involved that a sale would take 16 

East Jefferson Levee District Executive Director Fran Campbell says the city of Kenner benefits from a vastly improved hurricane protection system than existed when Hurricane Katrina came howling toward Kenner in 2005.
She points particularly to the Williams Boulevard flood gates which have been completed and the $120 million levee-building project at the North and South 

Since 2006, Kenner’s Fire Department has saved 27 lives
KFD Chief Hellmers says city needs property tax proposalsBY ALLAN KATZ

Chief Caraway asks voters to support property tax millages dedicated to Kenner Police DepartmentBY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 26

Renewed effort to put airport buy-out land in commerce
BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 26

100-year hurricane protection system taking shape in KennerBY ALLAN KATZ

Kenner administration seeking grants to improve infrastructure, fund improvements for RivertownBY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 27

continued on page 25

continued on page 25
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By ALLAN KATZ

For the second time, Kenner voters will

go to the polls to decide whether they want

a civil service system developed for city

hall.
A previous referendum on civil service

lost by a narrow margin in 1999 when

Louis Congemi was mayor. Congemi

opposed civil service.
The upcoming referendum on civil

service, which will have the support of cur-

rent Mayor Phil Capitano, has been set by

the Kenner City Council for April 1, 2006.

Also on the April 1 ballot will be four pro-

posed changes to the Kenner City Charter.

One calls for the city council to approve

the budget by June 15, rather than June 1.

Proponents say the changes will give the

mayor, the council and the public more time

to study and consider budgetary issues.

Another charter change issue on the April

1 ballot will be a proposal that calls for the

city charter to follow state law on when elec-

tions are called and who has the authority to

call an election if there is a vacant mayoral,

council or police chief’s post. 
Voters will also decide whether all

seven council members can be elected as

council chair. Currently, the charter allows

only the two at-large council members to

serve as council chairman.
But the most attention is certain to be

garnered by the civil service issue which

flared in the late 1990s and has continued

for more than six years. Capitano spoke for

the development of civil service in Kenner

while he served as District 5 councilman

and it was one of his campaign promises

when he ran for mayor.
The referendum was originally set for

October 15 by the Kenner Council. But,

then four members of the council moved to

switch the referendum to April 1, contend-

ing that election will draw a larger, more

representative turnout of Kenner voters

since full four-year terms for the office of

mayor, police chief and all council seats

will be facing voters on the April 1 ballot.

The four council members who supported

By TROY BROUSSARD

In a “Sunday Rededication

Service” this past December, the

Kenner congregation of the Pilgrim

Baptist Church, located at 2114

Reverend Richard Wilson Drive in

Rivertown, celebrated their 153 year

lifespan with an appropriate theme –

“The Walls Made Strong Again.” As

church members will tell you,

Pilgrim’s history demonstrates a con-

sistency of strength, both in the way

that it honors tradition, as well as in its

mission of service that has been

passed down through generations of

families who have worshipped there.

“We respect those who have come

before us,” church historian Fallon

Jackson said. “For example, when

confronting an issue or problem, we

might reflect on something that my

great grandfather, the late Reverend

Wilson used to say. The older mem-

bers of our congregation are very rich

with the wisdom of their life experi-

ences. They provide us with an exam-

ple of Christian prosperity that can be

achieved if we follow in their foot-

Pilgrim Baptist Church continues

caring tradition in Kenner
By ALLAN KATZ

Mayor Phil Capitano plans to hold

hall meetings in each of Kenner’s five

council districts. The dates and loca-

tions for the meetings, which will be

held in July and August, will be

announced by the mayor’s office.
“Two evening meetings will be held

in each district in order to allow as many

people as possible to attend. Everyone

in the city will be invited by mail to the

town hall meetings in the council dis-

trict where they reside,” said Karen

Boudrie, public relations consultant to

the city. This is an opportunity for resi-

dents of each district to meet directly

with the mayor. When we complete the

schedule, the list of town hall meetings

will also be posted on the city of

Kenner’s website. Anyone seeking more

information can call the office of the

continued on page 34

continued on page 21

Town hall meetings
planned for each
of Kenner’s council
districts

By ALLAN KATZ

At four foot eight inches tall and 85

pounds, Scotty Zimmerman of Kenner

doesn’t look like a six-time international

martial arts champion but he is considered

one of America’s most promising young

karate stars.
His coach, John Chung of Washington

D.C. says the 12-year-old Zimmerman “is a

12-year old Scotty
Zimmerman is an
international martial
arts champ and an
“A” student as well

L.A. Muhleisen and
Son Funeral Home
still serving Kenner
after 56 years
By TROY BROUSSARD

An aerial photograph from the mid-

1950s that hangs in Rivertown’s Exhibition

Hall is of the intersection of Williams

Boulevard and Veterans Highway from a

vantage point that looks out toward Airline

Drive. L.A. Muhleisen and Son Funeral

Home Director, Louis A. Muhleisen, Jr.,

likes to point out with a measure of nostalgia

that a house on Williams Boulevard included

in the picture, the only man made structure

visible at the time the photo was taken,

would later be converted into a home for his

company. Muhleisen admits, however, that

he didn’t always believe it was the best

choice for a new business location.
“I remember questioning my dad about

this location and that I couldn’t believe that

he would build a funeral home in the middle

of nowhere,” Muhleisen recalls. “My dad’s

answer was, ‘It won’t be long and all of this

area will be built up.’ He really had great

foresight.”

continued on page 33

continued on page 33

continued on page 20

By ALLAN KATZ

Public officials and community

leaders are hailing a program of $1.3

million in improvements for

Kenner’s Laketown that will make

the area even more of a draw for

Kenner families.
District 3 Councilwoman Jeanne

Black, whose district includes

continued on page 34

Kenner voters will decide on civil service in April 2006 election

$1.3 million of improvements
will make Laketown even
more inviting for families
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Scotty Zimmerman
and coach 
John Chung
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By ALLAN KATZ

For the second time, Kenner voters will

go to the polls to decide whether they want

a civil service system developed for city

hall.
A previous referendum on civil service

lost by a narrow margin in 1999 when

Louis Congemi was mayor. Congemi

opposed civil service.
The upcoming referendum on civil

service, which will have the support of cur-

rent Mayor Phil Capitano, has been set by

the Kenner City Council for April 1, 2006.

Also on the April 1 ballot will be four pro-

posed changes to the Kenner City Charter.

One calls for the city council to approve

the budget by June 15, rather than June 1.

Proponents say the changes will give the

mayor, the council and the public more time

to study and consider budgetary issues.

Another charter change issue on the April

1 ballot will be a proposal that calls for the

city charter to follow state law on when elec-

tions are called and who has the authority to

call an election if there is a vacant mayoral,

council or police chief’s post. 

Voters will also decide whether all

seven council members can be elected as

council chair. Currently, the charter allows

only the two at-large council members to

serve as council chairman.

But the most attention is certain to be

garnered by the civil service issue which

flared in the late 1990s and has continued

for more than six years. Capitano spoke for

the development of civil service in Kenner

while he served as District 5 councilman

and it was one of his campaign promises

when he ran for mayor.
The referendum was originally set for

October 15 by the Kenner Council. But,

then four members of the council moved to

switch the referendum to April 1, contend-

ing that election will draw a larger, more

representative turnout of Kenner voters

since full four-year terms for the office of

mayor, police chief and all council seats

will be facing voters on the April 1 ballot.

The four council members who supported

By TROY BROUSSARD

In a “Sunday Rededication

Service” this past December, the

Kenner congregation of the Pilgrim

Baptist Church, located at 2114

Reverend Richard Wilson Drive in

Rivertown, celebrated their 153 year

lifespan with an appropriate theme –

“The Walls Made Strong Again.” As

church members will tell you,

Pilgrim’s history demonstrates a con-

sistency of strength, both in the way

that it honors tradition, as well as in its

mission of service that has been

passed down through generations of

families who have worshipped there.

“We respect those who have come

before us,” church historian Fallon

Jackson said. “For example, when

confronting an issue or problem, we

might reflect on something that my

great grandfather, the late Reverend

Wilson used to say. The older mem-

bers of our congregation are very rich

with the wisdom of their life experi-

ences. They provide us with an exam-

ple of Christian prosperity that can be

achieved if we follow in their foot-

Pilgrim Baptist Church continues

caring tradition in Kenner
By ALLAN KATZ

Mayor Phil Capitano plans to hold

hall meetings in each of Kenner’s five

council districts. The dates and loca-

tions for the meetings, which will be

held in July and August, will be

announced by the mayor’s office.

“Two evening meetings will be held

in each district in order to allow as many

people as possible to attend. Everyone

in the city will be invited by mail to the

town hall meetings in the council dis-

trict where they reside,” said Karen

Boudrie, public relations consultant to

the city. This is an opportunity for resi-

dents of each district to meet directly

with the mayor. When we complete the

schedule, the list of town hall meetings

will also be posted on the city of

Kenner’s website. Anyone seeking more

information can call the office of the

continued on page 34

continued on page 21

Town hall meetings
planned for each
of Kenner’s council
districts

By ALLAN KATZ

At four foot eight inches tall and 85

pounds, Scotty Zimmerman of Kenner

doesn’t look like a six-time international

martial arts champion but he is considered

one of America’s most promising young

karate stars.
His coach, John Chung of Washington

D.C. says the 12-year-old Zimmerman “is a

12-year old Scotty
Zimmerman is an
international martial
arts champ and an
“A” student as well

L.A. Muhleisen and
Son Funeral Home
still serving Kenner
after 56 years

By TROY BROUSSARD

An aerial photograph from the mid-

1950s that hangs in Rivertown’s Exhibition

Hall is of the intersection of Williams

Boulevard and Veterans Highway from a

vantage point that looks out toward Airline

Drive. L.A. Muhleisen and Son Funeral

Home Director, Louis A. Muhleisen, Jr.,

likes to point out with a measure of nostalgia

that a house on Williams Boulevard included

in the picture, the only man made structure

visible at the time the photo was taken,

would later be converted into a home for his

company. Muhleisen admits, however, that

he didn’t always believe it was the best

choice for a new business location.

“I remember questioning my dad about

this location and that I couldn’t believe that

he would build a funeral home in the middle

of nowhere,” Muhleisen recalls. “My dad’s

answer was, ‘It won’t be long and all of this

area will be built up.’ He really had great

foresight.”

continued on page 33

continued on page 33

continued on page 20

By ALLAN KATZ

Public officials and community

leaders are hailing a program of $1.3

million in improvements for

Kenner’s Laketown that will make

the area even more of a draw for

Kenner families.
District 3 Councilwoman Jeanne

Black, whose district includes

continued on page 34

Kenner voters will decide on civil service in April 2006 election

$1.3 million of improvements

will make Laketown even
more inviting for families
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Scotty Zimmerman
and coach 
John Chung

Automatic Transmission and Dennis Automotive have 33 years of success, built on satisfied customers
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Joe Stagni would be very pleased if, 

when his political career is over, he is 

remembered as a councilman who gave 

his very best.

In fact, all of his life, Stagni has been 

driven to excel.

His friends recall that as a teenager, 

Stagni drove himself to become one of 

the best point guards ever to play at John 

Curtis High School. He was a starter 

from his freshman year to his senior 

year and, during his tenure, Curtis boys’ 

basketball varsities won more than 120 

games. Stagni was named All-District 

and All-State, although he was often the 

shortest player on the floor.

“I’ve tried to bring the same passion 

and drive to my work as a Kenner 

Councilman that I displayed as a 

teenager trying to help John Curtis win a 

state championship,” said Stagni. “I’ve 

always wanted to excel in my work as a 

chiropractor, a husband and a father and 

a civic leader. It’s just always been in 

Joe Stagni: Kenner District 2 Councilman is driven to excel

BY ALLAN KATZ

This is an artist’s rendition of Louis Armstrong New Orleans 

International Airport’s new Consolidated Rental Car Facility, to be 

known as CONRAC. Construction will begin this month on the 

almost $100 million building, housing a three-level rental car garage 

with over 1,500 parking spaces, which is scheduled to be opened in 

2012. Construction of the facility will provide over 2,600 jobs.

Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport 

is in the beginning of major modernizations intended to 

increase the efficiency of its operations.

Currently underway are three major construction projects 

with a total cost of $235 million with an economic impact 

of more than 4,500 construction jobs. Still under design 

are additional projects that will raise the total cost of the 

expansion and renovation program to more than $400 

million. The airport currently handles about 7.5 million 

passengers a year. A tourism plan recently completed by 

New Orleans tourism officials calls for a combination of 

marketing, airport expansion and attracting additional 

flights to raise the total of tourists coming to this market 

to 13 million by 2015. Tourism officials say Kenner’s 

tourism infrastructure, including hotels, Rivertown and 

the Pontchartrain Center would also benefit from a larger 

tourist industry.

The three projects currently underway at the airport 

include the following.

Terminal exterior improvements, including better 

signage, lighting and façade improvements. The work is 

getting underway now.

Terminal interior improvements, including upgrades 

to the flight information Display System, restroom 

renovations and ticket lobby improvements. The work is 

getting underway now.

Aircraft rescue and fire fighting station will include a 

new aircraft rescue and fire fighting station, new vehicles 

and other improvements that meet new FAA standards for 

rescue and fire fighting operations. Construction is now 

underway with completion set for late 2010.

Under an agreement reached in the early 2000s, all 

airport expansion projects are reviewed by the city of 

Kenner which issues permits to allow the construction to 

proceed. 

Airport modernization projects 

totaling more than $235 million 

are now underway

BY ALLAN KATZ

District 2 Councilman

Joe Stagni

As his last day in office approaches 

at the end of June, Mayor Ed Muniz 

has no regrets about his decision not 

to run for a second term, even though 

he probably would have won.

“I can’t imagine anything that I might 

have hated more than spending the 

next four years probably disagreeing 

with the City Council while the city 

slowly sank into bankruptcy,” said 

Muniz. “I have no regrets about the 

decision not to run. I’m just sorry that 

my recommendations to fix Kenner’s 

financial problems didn’t get the 

public acceptance that I had hoped 

for. I still feel that if the City Council 

had agreed with my recommendations 

for enacting a minimal sewerage 

user fee and giving the citizens an 

opportunity to vote on a proposed 

property millage increase, for police 

and fire protection, that the majority 

Mayor Ed Muniz walks away with head high, feels he told the 

truth, but Kenner wasn’t ready to handle it

BY ALLAN KATZ

Mayor
Ed Muniz

Kenner District 4 

Councilwoman Maria 

DeFrancesch says she is 

confident that construction 

on a new Target store in The 

Esplanade mall will begin in 

early June, after the Kenner 

City Council at its May 20, 

2010 meeting authorized 

Mayor Ed Muniz to sign an 

agreement giving Target $1.4 

million in tax incentives.

“Target has worked with us step-by-step 

through this entire process knowing that the end 

piece would be construction of a new Target,” 

said DeFrancesch. “I think this is a huge step 

toward the re-building of the Kenner economy.”

The City Council previously approved a plan 

to demolish a long-closed two-story 84,282 

square foot Mervyn’s store and to build a one-

story, 138,280 square foot store for Target.

Is new Target store set for

construction at The Esplanade?

BY ALLAN KATZ

District 4

Councilwoman

Maria

DeFranceschKenner is benefiting from more than $200 million 

of levee improvement projects in East Jefferson 

from the St. Charles Parish border all the way to the 

New Orleans boundary.

“One of the consequences of Hurricane Katrina is 

that the U. S. Army Corp of Engineer’s construction 

budget for our area, which used to be about $3 

million a year, has greatly increased,” said Fran 

Campbell, executive director of the East Jefferson 

Levee District. “We currently have more than $200 

million in construction contracts that are underway 

and are targeted for completion in mid-2011. That 

doesn’t include two crucial construction projects 

that should soon go out for bids. These include two 

floodwalls, one from Lake Pontchartrain along the 

St. Charles Parish line to the Louis Armstrong New 

East Jefferson Levee District, 

U.S. Corps of Engineers 

collaborate on $200 million 

levee improvement projects 

with more to come

BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 31
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KPD Chief Caraway

said 60 groups in

Neighborhood Watch

By ALLAN KATZ

Kenner Police Chief Steve

Caraway believes that a

Neighborhood Watch program can

help prevent burglaries, vehicular

thefts and vehicular break-ins. He

points to the 60 existing

Neighborhood Watch programs in

By ALLAN KATZ

When Mark Gianquitti was named manager of The

Esplanade mall by his employers, the Simon Property

Group, owners of the mall, he found that a problem with

certain behaviors by teenagers and young adults caused

prospective customers to vow they would shop elsewhere.

Gianquitti responded by having his security people uni-

formly and fairly enforce a 15-rule code of conduct.

Those individuals who refused to comply with the rules –

including wearing pants in a conventional way and no

cursing – were asked to leave the premises. If they did

not, they were evicted by Kenner police, with whom

Gianquitti had entered into a cooperative arrangement.

A new manager at The Esplanade mall enforces code of conduct,

wins praise from police chief, customers and vendors

By ALLAN KATZ

When Mayor Ed Muniz took office

almost four years ago, he asked the

city’s accountants to identify Kenner’s

worst contract.
After an investigation, they told the

mayor that in their opinion, the city’s

worst, least productive contract was

the one for telephone services. The

accountants said the city was over-pay-

ing for telephone services and, since it

was leasing all the phone equipment,

had nothing to show for its expendi-

tures.
So, Mayor Muniz, after confirming

the opinions of the accountants, can-

celled the phone contract and created

the city’s first Department of

By ALLAN KATZ

The 20th postal food drive to assist the

Kenner Food Bank and the city’s most

needy residents is set for November 5, 6

and 7. Everyone who receives the Kenner

Star in the mail will get a brown food

drive donation bag that they are asked to

fill and leave in or near their mail box on

the food drive days.

Kenner’s postal carriers, working

under the auspices of Local 4342

National Association of Letter Carriers,

will pick up the donation bags filled

with food from residents as they deliv-

er their routes. Employees from the food bank,

which has been overwhelmed with requests for food, will trans-

port the collected items from both post offices. “The recession has really taken

a tremendous bite out of the Kenner economy and we are facing a record num-

continued on page 27

continued on page 21

Mayor Muniz cancels telephone contract, 

creates department of information technology,

saves more than $100,000 for city

Saturday,
November 7

By ALLAN KATZ

Mayor Ed Muniz says that Kenner

is in serious financial trouble.

The mayor, who is completing his

first term in office, says that the

combination of Hurricane Katrina

and the current recession have dealt

Kenner finances “a one-two punch.”

Now, says Muniz, honesty com-

pels him to tell the Kenner City

Council, along with Kenner’s busi-

ness and civic leaders and the vot-

ers, that it may be essential in 2010

to pass a millage increase of about

five mills in order to properly fund

the Kenner Police and Fire

Departments. In addition, Muniz

says a $3 a year service charge per

household may

be necessary to

help finish pay-

ing for a
rebuilding of
Kenner’s sewer

system, a proj-

ect that has been

delayed and put

off for some 30

years.
“It pains me to say this,” said

Muniz. “I am not a mayor who loves

taxes. I would do almost anything to

avoid a tax increase, especially in

the middle of a recession. But, I’m

not going to lie about it or pretend

that we can live in a dream world

Kenner Mayor 

Ed Muniz

The Esplanade mall

continued on page 26

continued on page 26

continued on page 22

Annual Kenner postal

food drive set for

November 5, 6, and 7

Mayor Muniz: Kenner in serious

financial trouble, millage increase

needed to avert drop in quality of life

See band lineup on page 4

See page 4

Kenner 
Christmas Village

Lighting the Park

December 4

Open 
Fridays

&
Saturdays

For Mike Quigley, Kenner’s new chief administrative 
officer, working for a Yenni won’t be anything new.

Named CAO by incoming Mayor Mike Yenni, Quigley recalled that during his career he previously worked for the late Joe Yenni when he was Jefferson Parish President and for the late Mike Yenni when he, too, was parish president.“I have had a wonderful relationship over the years with the Yenni family,” recalls Quigley who for many years was an employee of Jefferson Parish. “The current mayor is the one who recommended 
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THE DEMOLITION OF MERVYN’S HAS BEGUN AND A NEW TARGET 

TO BE BUILT ON THAT SPOT IN THE ESPLANADE IS EXPECTED TO 

OPEN IN THE SUMMER OF 2011. See Story on page 13

Kenner Starcelebrates 18 years ofpublication. See story on page 5

KRPD
LEISURE SERVICEFALL PROGRAMS

SEE 8-PAGE 
INSERT INSIDE

District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch hopes 
in the next four years to pass reform legislation that will 
make it unlikely Kenner will ever be hit by the kind of 
conflict-of-interest scandals that have recently shaken 
up government in Jefferson Parish and the 
Jefferson School Board.“The current administration and the City 

Council can make a major contribution to 
Kenner history by passing legislation that 
requires government to operate with complete 
transparency,” says DeFrancesch, currently 
serving her second term in office. “Jefferson 
Parish and the school board were shocked 
by scandals when elected officials became 
involved in deals with obvious significant 
conflicts of interest. I think we can develop 
legislation that would require any elected 

District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch seeks reform 
legislation to prevent scandalsBY ALLAN KATZ

District 4 CouncilwomanMaria DeFrancesch

official to make public his or her involvement in a for-
profit enterprise or any other conflict of interest.”

DeFrancesch believes she brings a unique resume 
to the Kenner Council. Born in Italy, she came to the 
United States at the age of six, worked her way through 

high school and college earning a bachelor 
of science degree in chemistry, mathematics 
and French as well as a masters degree in 
biochemistry. Before being elected to the 
council, DeFrancesch was a teacher for over 
thirty years and an administrator for five.DeFrancesch said she is very proud of a 

resolution she authored, passed by the City 
Council, requiring Kenner’s public officials 
to be governed by the same rules as Kenner 
public employees.

Iftikhar Ahmad, the new director of aviation at Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport, intends for his tenure at the airport to be a record-setting time insofar as passenger volume is concerned.
Acknowledging that Armstrong International has 

never in its history handled 10 million passengers in 
a calendar year, Ahmad said, “I am a very growth-
minded person and I assure you that during my time 
here we will go beyond 10 million passengers a 
year, hopefully many times. I cannot tell you yet if 
we will hit 10 million for the first time in 2011, 2012 
or 2013 but I am absolutely confident that it will be 
done.”

New airport director plans on setting passenger 
volume records, aims for good relationships with 
Kenner’s leaders
BY ALLAN KATZ

Iftikhar Ahmad

continued on page 26

Discount Zone invests $500,000 in new store at Williams and VintageBY ALLAN KATZ

Discount Zone is investing a half million dollars 
in a new location that will sell frozen yogurt, pizza, 
organic foods and gasoline at the corner of Williams 
Boulevard and Vintage Drive.“Our company has been very successful in Kenner 
and we feel that we owe the community a great 
deal,” said Sam Madi of Discount Zone. “One way 
of giving back to the community is to build a state-
of-the-art store at a key location in Kenner. We also 
want to offer our customers a lot of special buys and 
we’re also looking into adopting a nearby school.”

The new construction at 4045 Williams Boulevard 
will include a 2,500 square foot store as well as a 
gasoline pumping facility with a canopy. There 
will be a frozen yogurt outlet, to be known as continued on page 26

Kenner Chief Administrative Officer Mike Quigley on the job visiting Grand Isle during the BP oil spill.

New chief administrative officer brings energy, 
experience and enthusiasm to the job
BY ALLAN KATZ

me to Mayor Ed Muniz four years ago when they were 
first putting together the Muniz team. I had retired from 
working from the parish but I was a long-time admirer of Ed 
Muniz. To me, Mayor Muniz perfectly represented the idea 
of a smart businessman who committed himself to public 
service and brought the methods of business to the art of 
governing.”

In the Muniz team, Mike Yenni was chief administrative 
officer and Quigley was deputy chief administrative officer. 
Yenni and Quigley were an inseparable team. “I think Ed 
Muniz is one of the most talented executives I’ve ever seen 
and Mike Yenni is a young man on his way to greatness. I 
think our new mayor follows in the footsteps of a family 
of real dedicated public servants. This Mayor Yenni has the 
same gift that we all saw in Joe Yenni – a true caring for the 

continued on page 23

A combination of well-applied new technology and old-fashioned police 

work came together in the first half of 2010 to seriously reduce Kenner’s 

crime figures by 21 percent.“We have 16 stationary license plate recognition cameras and one mobile 

camera attached to one of our cars that read license plates and alert us 

immediately if the vehicle under surveillance has been reported stolen or if 

the listed owner of the vehicle is wanted by the police,” said Kenner Police 

Chief Steve Caraway. “In several instances, we’ve been able to quickly 

make arrests just blocks from where the wanted vehicle was spotted by the 

camera.”
In addition to the boost from technology, Chief Caraway says other key 

arrests were the result of old-fashioned police work that involved hundreds 

Crime down in KennerLicense plate recognition cameras play major role in 21 percent reduction in crime in Kenner

BY ALLAN KATZ

The city of Kenner 

has a grants administrator 

who is intensively 

trying to attract grants 

for a wide variety of 

projects, ranging from the 

development of the old 

Kenner High School to 

funding for roadway and 

drainage improvements.

Mike Ince, a 

graduate of Florida State 

University, with degrees 

in economics and urban 

planning, who is working 

on a master’s degree in 

public administration at 

the University of New 

When Kenner 

Firefighter Joe Sunseri 

arrived at the medical 

emergency, the two-year-

old girl had been pulled 

from the swimming pool 

and was stretched out in 

the kitchen.
The child had eluded 

her adult supervisors for 

just a moment and jumped 

into the pool. In a flash, she had inhaled too much 

water and lost consciousness. Her mother called 

911 and a three-man unit of the Kenner Fire 

Department responded, arriving at the front door 

in less than four minutes, 15 minutes sooner than 

an East Jefferson ambulance that was also on the 

way.
Sunseri, following what he learned in CPR and 

first aid classes, checked the child’s pulse. She had 

a pulse but it was weak. Her heart was still beating. 

Reaching into his kit, he connected the child to the 

oxygen and turned it up. After a long moment, 

the child started coughing and spitting up water. 

By the time the ambulance arrived, her eyes were 

open and she was able to sit up as the emergency 

medical technicians placed her in a gurney and 

prepared to take her to the hospital.

Today, the child has made a full recovery 

without any brain damage that might have occurred 

during the time when she was unconscious. Her 
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Kenner Police Chief 

Steve Caraway is an all-

out supporter of Mayor 

Michael S. Yenni’s 

proposed April 2 tax 

package that includes a 

new eight-mill property 

tax to fund operating 

costs and a new four-mill 

property tax for capital 

costs.
Both of these 

proposed 10 year 

property tax millages 

are dedicated to the 

police department and 

the revenues they produce cannot be used for any other 

purpose without a vote of the people.

The chief says the eight-mills will be used solely 

for operating costs such as hiring, fuel, utilities and for 

maintaining the jail and police headquarters. The four-

mills will fund capital costs including new cars, bullet 

proof vests, guns, etc.

Chief Caraway says he is supporting Mayor Yenni’s 

tax proposal because the Kenner Police Department is 

damaged every day by unstable and inadequate funding. 

Presently no part of the Kenner Police Department’s 

budget is funded by any property tax millages.

For one thing, he says, it was a mistake by a 

previous administration over six years ago to make 

the police department’s funding dependent on sales 

tax revenues. As it has turned out, he says, sales taxes 

are too volatile, unpredictable and subject to sudden 

swings to allow for planning in regards to personnel or 

equipment. Property taxes by contrast are predictable 

and measurable. Caraway said an additional change 

in police funding made by the previous administration 

in 2004 compounded financial budget issues when 

already dedicated revenues to the police department 

were reduced by $1.5 million annually. He said every 

year since then has been a struggle financially.

“It’s impossible to properly plan for equipment 

replacement, hiring and efficient operations when you 

don’t know what your budget is going to be from year 

to year,” says Chief Caraway. “Over the past few years 

the Kenner City Council has scrambled to patch our 

budget with non-recurring revenue and rededicated 

capital money, which left the city with no capital 

funds. Unfortunately there is nothing left to raid to 

help the police department meet its obligations this 

year. A change in funding is absolutely necessary,” said 

Caraway. “One example of our budgetary problems 

is that presently our police department is spending 

The residential land near 

the Louis Armstrong New 

Orleans International Airport 

bought from residential 

homeowners over a decade 

ago is the object of a renewed 

joint effort to prepare it for 

sale.
“It is in the interest of the 

city of Kenner to get this 160-

acre tract back in commerce, 

preferably as soon as possible,” said Mike Quigley, 

Kenner’s Chief Administrative Officer. The terms of 

the FAA buyout are that the land could be used for 

commercial purposes, if a buyer can be found.

Quigley said credit for the renewed effort is the 

emphasis given by Mayor Yenni to put the property 

in commerce and to Iftikhar Ahmad, the new airport 

aviation director, who has brought representatives 

of Kenner, New Orleans, the New Orleans Aviation 

Board and the FAA to the table.

“Our research found that there is so much 

bureaucracy involved that a sale would take 16 

East Jefferson Levee District Executive Director 

Fran Campbell says the city of Kenner benefits from 

a vastly improved hurricane protection system than 

existed when Hurricane Katrina came howling toward 

Kenner in 2005.

She points particularly to the Williams Boulevard 

flood gates which have been completed and the $120 

million levee-building project at the North and South 

Since 2006, Kenner’s Fire Department 

has saved 27 lives

KFD Chief Hellmers says city 

needs property tax proposals

BY ALLAN KATZ
Chief Caraway asks voters to support property tax 

millages dedicated to Kenner Police Department

BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 26Renewed effort to put airport 

buy-out land in commerce

BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 26

100-year hurricane protection 

system taking shape in Kenner

BY ALLAN KATZ

Kenner administration seeking 

grants to improve infrastructure, 

fund improvements for Rivertown

BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 27

continued on page 25

continued on page 25
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Private sponsors bring back free 
“Music in the Park” concerts

A group of private 
sponsors has stepped up 
to return the popular live 
“Music in the Park” concerts 
to Kenner’s Rivertown this 
spring.

Once again Kenner’s Rivertown will come alive on four Friday nights in May as popular rock bands perform live music on the back porch of the Kenner Produce Co. shed of Heritage Park in the 300 block of Williams Boulevard.
In addition to the free concerts, from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., Music in the Park also includes booths manned by local food and craft vendors.
Among the sponsors are Veolia Water N.A.; All South Consulting Engineers Inc.; Digital Engineering & Imaging Inc.; GEC Gulf Engineering & Consultants; MCB Properties; L.A.D. Corporation; the Coca Cola Bottling Company; Southern Eagle (Budweiser) Distributing Co.; the Friends of Rivertown, and Acadian Ambulance Service.

The Topcats will be playing on May 6 and the Blackened Blues Band on May 13. On May 20 the Dingbats will perform and Category 6 will play on May 27. 

Kenner Summer Camp 
program starts June 6, wide 
variety of classes also offered
BY ALLAN KATZ

Kenner’s Recreation Department’s Leisure Service Division this year will once again offer summer programs for both children and adults. The summer programs are funded by the fees paid by the participants that cover the supply costs and salaries. The programs are self-sustainable and no money is spent from the city’s general fund on them.The long-time running summer program is headed by Kerri McGovern Diaz, manager of the recreation department’s Leisure Service Division. “We are going to have a wonderful, fun-filled summer for both adults and kids,” said Diaz. “The quality of what we offer in our camps is comparable to that of the private sector. Each year we strive to improve what we have to offer. Our summer camp kicks off on June 6.”
“The fee for children from the ages of three to 12 is $140 per two week session for Kenner residents,” continued Diaz. “Where needed, we also offer extended care. Our summer camp has three two-week sessions that include in-house entertainment, arts and crafts projects, swimming, special event days and great field trips. Each week has a theme and all the events compliment that theme. We do something a bit differently for the last two weeks of camp. The second to last week of camp the campers host a fun talent 

The making of a Kenner city annual budget, whose fiscal year runs July 1 and ends June 30, is a long, involved process that stretches from early February until the council adopts it, which by city charter must be no later than June 15.
Here are the steps that begin the process of a adopting an annual budget:
In early February, the Kenner Finance Department sends each city department head information to begin preparing their budget requests for the upcoming year. The documents show each department how much they have spent so far in the current year, how much money remains in their current budget and includes a projection, based on how much they have spent so far, about how much they are expected to spend for the remainder of the year. This enables the department to adequately assess where they are in the current year in order for 

The making of a Kenner city budgetBY ALLAN KATZ

Lawrence E. Chehardy, who Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni described as a man who spent 35 years stopping bureaucrats from balancing local government budgets on the backs of taxpayers, was appointed to head Kenner’s streamlining task force formed in April 2011 in an effort to solve the city’s budget problems.Chehardy, was the long-time former assessor of Jefferson Parish and is a managing partner of Chehardy, Sherman Law Firm. The other task force members named were Leon Giorgio, president and CEO of his own company, Select Properties Inc. and chairman of the Jefferson Business Council; Jim Hudson, chief executive officer and founder of Omni Bank and recent chairman of Greater New Orleans Inc.; Glenn Hayes, president of the Jefferson Chamber of Commerce and former banking executive; Dennis DiMarco, Jefferson Parish Registrar of Voters and former chief 

Mayor Yenni’s streamlining task force 
members brought world of experience
BY ALLAN KATZ

Looking back on it, former Jefferson Parish Assessor Lawrence Chehardy is very proud of the work that he and his colleagues did during their service on Mayor Michael S. Yenni’s streamlining task force.”Of the $3.5 million in recommended cuts along with cutting 28 jobs out of city government for 2011-2012, Chehardy said, “We really feel bad for the 28 people who may be losing their jobs if our recommendations are followed. However, unfortunately, this is something that goes on all the time in private business where the need to make a profit causes constant restructuring.”Chehardy says he agreed to head the streamlining task force for two reasons – one, his friendship of many years with Mayor Yenni, and two, the high regard he has for the city of Kenner. “Mayor Yenni and I have been friends for a long time, well before his name came to public attention,” says Chehardy. “But, beyond that, 

Foot traffic on west return 
floodwall is barred until 2012, lake levee path now open
BY ALLAN KATZ

The East Jefferson Levee District has issued a contract for a complete rebuilding of the west return floodwall near the Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport.
Until the work is completed, says East Jefferson Levee District Executive Director Fran Campbell, the bike path along the west return floodwall will be barred to both bicycles and foot traffic.
“It would be extremely dangerous to try to either bike or walk along the previous path adjacent to the floodwall,” said Campbell. “The path is being completely torn up. There is much construction work to be done between the existing wall and the residences protected by the wall. The demolition of the existing wall will be extremely dangerous. It will not be a good place for civilians to find themselves. New drainage 

The city of Kenner’s annual fiscal year budget for 2011-2012The Task Force Task Force resulTs WhaT’s NexT

The last Music in the Park concert was on June 5, 2009, when the Topcats played for one of the event’s largest audiences.

continued on page 27
continued on page 27

Mayor Yenni’s streamlining task force 
formed to recommend government cuts

continued on page 27

continued on page 26
continued on page 26
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In 1960, a 25-year-old chiropractor moved to 

Kenner, setting up shop at 1700 Williams Boulevard.

Fifty years later, that chiropractor, Dr. Freeman L. 

Garrett, recently shared his reminiscences of Kenner in 

the 1960s with the Kenner Star.
“The population of the city was about 17, 000 in 

1960,” he says. “It seemed that everyone knew every 

other resident of Kenner. It really was a small town, 

mostly located south of Airline Highway. As it still is 

today, Kenner 50 years ago was a very congenial place. 

People were nice to each other, very courteous in the 

way they spoke to each other.”
In 1960, most of the land between the then named 

Airline Highway and Lake Pontchartrain was swamp. 

The high ground was used for cattle grazing. The airport 

bore the name Moisant International Airport. Founded 

in 1947 after World War II, it wasn’t nearly as large as it 

is today. In 1960, the airport still used some old military 

Quonset huts for terminals and administrative buildings.

“In 1960, the Kenner Police Department consisted 

of nine police officers who were known as ‘marshals,’” 

remembers Dr. Garrett. “Williams Boulevard, where I 

set up my practice, was a two-lane street with one lane 

covered in shells. Nearly all homes in Kenner at that 

time had septic tanks which drained into three-foot 

drainage canals that surrounded every block.”

The center of town was what is now known 

as “Rivertown.” Dr. Garrett remembers especially 

Cavallino’s Hardware Store on Williams Boulevard 

and Short Street as one of the busiest places in town. 

Centanni’s Building Supply on Airline Highway was 

the major supplier for carpenters and contractors. A 

local grocery store, Trup’s Super Market, was a busy 

place at Williams and 21st Street. Today, a Winn-Dixie 

stands on the site.
Beside Trup’s was Congemi’s Shoe Repair Shop. 

Of course, two of Mr. Congemi’s sons went into 

What was Kenner like 50 years ago? 

Dr. Freeman Garrett recalls the details
BY ALLAN KATZ

Kenner Councilwoman-at-large Michele Branigan, 

despite the recession and the city’s fiscal crisis, 

believes that Kenner is moving into an era of growth, 

infrastructure improvements and development.

Branigan, before entering political life, was one 

of the city’s most active volunteers in the Kenner 

Recreation Department. In fact, some of her fondest 

memories of her involvement in Kenner include time 

spent at the parks sitting in bleachers for hours upon 

hours.
Even with the city’s present economic state of 

decreasing revenues, Branigan is still optimistic about 

Kenner’s future. “In the same way that we responded 

to Hurricane Katrina by rebuilding almost everything 

that had been knocked down, I see us responding to the 

recession and the fiscal crisis with unity, innovation, 

cooperation and hard work,” said Branigan.

She believes that, contrary to the conventional 

wisdom, the current City Council will in the near 

future vote to raise sewer fees for Kenner households.

“When the sewer fee issue was first raised last 

year everyone was skeptical about the need. As time 

Councilwoman-at-large Michele Branigan believes the best is yet to come in Kenner

BY ALLAN KATZ
went on and people 
became informed about 
the need, more and more 
understood why the fee 
is absolutely necessary 
to help eliminate 
sewer problems the 
neighborhoods are 
experiencing,” she 
said. “But (fellow 
Councilwoman-at-large) 
Jeannie Black and I have 
been pounding away at 
this for several years now 
and I think we’re approaching a consensus that this 

is something that we need to do as a city.”

“Increasing the sewer fees won’t pay the cost 

of totally rebuilding our outmoded, obsolete sewer 

system but it will show the state’s Department of 

Environment Quality our city’s determination to 

address our problems,” said Branigan. “And that is 

important.”

COUNCILWOMAN-AT-LARgE

MIChELE BRANIgAN

continued on page 20

Emile Lafourcade 
Jr. brings more than 
40 years experience to 
the position of public 
information officer for 
the city of Kenner.

He is a key member 
of Mayor Michael S. 
Yenni’s administration 
and held the same 
position during the four-
year mayoral tenure of 
Ed Muniz before Yenni 
took office.

Lafourcade’s duties 
include providing 
official city information 
to the news media and 
the public, conducting 
news conferences and 

representing the mayor 
and other city officials at 
public events. Lafourcade 
also is responsible 
for drafting speeches 
and presentations for 
Yenni and other city 
officials; formulating 
and distributing 
promotional information 
to the public about city 
programs; overseeing the 
operations of KTV-76, 

Emile Lafourcade sets the tone for 

administration’s communications policy
BY ALLAN KATZ

PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER

EMILE LAFOURCADE

KENNER MAYOR MIChAEL S. YENNI AND DISTRICT 3 COUNCILMAN BEN ZAhN INSPECT ThE NEW LAKETOWN 

FIShINg PIER. A gRAND OPENINg AND RIBBON CUTTINg WILL BE hELD ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2010 

WITh LIVE MUSIC FROM 6:30 P.M. UNTIL 9:30 P.M. FOOD AND REFREShMENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE AND ThE 

CRESCENT CITY CRUISERS WILL BE SPONSORINg “CRUISE” NIghT IN LAKETOWN.

PUBLIC GRAND OPENING AND RIBBON CUTTING AT LAKETOWN

A bar room that requires constant attention from 

the Kenner Police Department may find itself stripped 

of its alcohol permit.
That is the effect of an ordinance unanimously 

approved by the Kenner City Council. The new 

ordinance came in the wake of a request by Police 

Chief Steve Caraway that Kenner bar rooms be 

required to close between 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. 

At present, Kenner bar rooms may operate 24 hours 

a day. The Council declined to go along with Chief 

Caraway regarding his request, but then passed an 

ordinance that Caraway said is “a great start.”

Kenner City Council cracks down on rowdy, 

dangerous bar rooms
BY ALLAN KATZ

Residents of Districts 1 and 2 will benefit from 

sewerage improvements at two key lift stations. 

The Kenner City Council approved $3.7 million in 

sewerage projects, hoping the state will take note of 

their commitment to sewerage upgrades.

“We feel that we’re sending a clear signal to the 

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality that 

the city of Kenner is ready to tackle our sewerage 

problems and make massive improvements,” said 

District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni. He said Districts 1 and 

2 and the Louis Armstrong New Orleans International 

Airport will be benefited by the improvements to the 

Kenner Council agrees to fund $3.7 million 
in sewerage projects
BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 21
continued on page 21

continued on page 23

LAKETOWN’S NEW FIShINg PIER
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Victoria A.M. Smith, M.D.

Family Practice
Men  •  Women  •  ChildrenFemale Care  •  Pap Smears

Contraception
Se habla español
fala-se português

Office Hours by Appointment4228 Williams Blvd., Suite 203  •  496-0138  or 889-4011

NOWBACK INKENNER

While NFL 
owners and 
players battle 
over millions of 
dollars, while the 
VooDoo struggle in their return to New Orleans and while area college baseball teams disappoint (see LSU, Tulane), another sports entity continues its fine run in the New Orleans market.

The New Orleans Zephyrs have started their 19th season. The first four seasons (1993-1996) were spent at UNO’s Privateer Park. For the last 15 years, the Zephyrs have called Jefferson Parish home at Zephyr Field in Metairie.The “Shrine on Airline” is no longer a shining new facility. It has stood the test of time, with some minor improvements made over the last few years.
The team has stood the test of time as well. The Zephyrs have gone through five major league affiliations, including Milwaukee, Houston, Washington, New York (Mets) and Florida.

The affiliation with the Marlins continues in 2011. Florida has been pretty solid at developing prospects. At 

the major league level, Logan Morrison, Chris Coghlan, Gaby Sanchez, Brett Hayes and Emilio Bonafacio are among those who came through New Orleans en route to Miami.
At press time, the Zephyrs were 9-10, featuring pretty good pitching and light hitting.
On the mound, Tom Koehler and Dallas Trahern have been the top starters. Koehler opened the season 2-0 with a good 2.74 ERA in four appearances. The 24-year old Koehler is a good prospect for the Marlins.

The 25-year old Trahern opened 2-0 with a 4.96 ERA. Trahern is back for his second stint with the Zephyrs, having pitched for New Orleans in 2009. He missed the entire 2010 season due to an injury.
Out of the bullpen, Jay Buente, Victor Garate, Steve Cishek and Dustin Richardson have all pitched well but the main man is closer Jose Ceda.
The 24-year old Ceda started 1-1 with a terrific 0.90 ERA and four saves. He is averaging a strikeout per inning.While the Z’s have struggled at the plate, there have been bright spots.

Veteran infielder Joe Thurston leads the elder players, hitting .343 over the first 19 games with two home runs, seven doubles and six RBIs. Thurston has garnered major league time in part of six seasons with the Dodgers, Phillies, Red Sox and Cardinals and is looking to work his way back with Florida.
25-year old outfielder Bryan Petersen was hitting .288 in 18 games with two home runs, three doubles and six RBIs. Petersen played for the Zephyrs in 2010, hitting .255 and earned brief major league time with the Marlins, playing in 23 games with Florida.

Ruben Gotay, a 31-year old infielder, was batting .284 in 19 games with three home runs, two doubles and six RBIs. Gotay has extensive major league time in part of four previous seasons with the Royals, Mets and Braves, hitting a respectable .255 in the big leagues.Outfielder Chris Aguila, 32 years old, hit .281 through his first 17 games with a team-high four home runs, four doubles and 14 RBIs. Aguila played for New Orleans in 2010. He has major league time in parts of four previous seasons with the Marlins and Mets.

Greg Norton, who took over managing the Zephyrs in the middle of the 2010 season when Edwin Rodriguez was hired by the parent Marlins, is back for his second season in New Orleans, his first full season.
Norton spent 13 seasons as a player in the major leagues with the White Sox, Colorado, Detroit, Tampa Bay, Seattle and Atlanta. Norton belted 89 home runs in his major league career.

Charlie Corbell is the pitching coach for New Orleans. Corbell previously served as the pitching coach for the Zephyrs in 2005 when the Zephyrs were an affiliate of the Washington Nationals.Damon Minor is the hitting coach of the Zephyrs. Minor played four seasons in the major leagues, playing in 136 games for San Francisco, hitting 13 home runs. He is in his first year of professional coaching.
The Zephyrs are in the Pacific Coast League American South Division with Round Rock (Texas Rangers), Albuquerque (Los Angeles Dodgers) and Oklahoma City (Houston Astros). At 9-10, the Zephyrs were third in the division with 

Zephyrs off and runningBY KEN TRAHAN
Sports

Community
The Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation is in partnership with the Ashley Marie Kelly Foundation, the American Red Cross and Tulane University to provide a free weeklong swim program to anyone in the Pontchartrain Basin who is age five or older.

The swimming lessons are provided by Red Cross trained water safety instructors and are held at Tulane University. They consist of five weekday classes, each a 45-minute session of swim instructions. In addition to this, each day there is a five-minute session about issues that affect the Pontchartrain 

Basin teaching how to be caretakers of our environment as well as how to safely enjoy the recreation it offers.
Volunteers are needed each year to assist in this program. To provide an adequate number of instructors, an additional program was created to train strong swimmers 16 years or older to be water safety instructors (WSI). Normally a $250 class, the WSI students attend a week of classroom instruction free of charge and complete training the following week by serving as swim instructors for the Ashley Kelly Swim Program. 

The water safety instructor program 

Swim program and free lessons offered

Our Lady of Perpetual Help food ministry will host its annual gala on May 11, 2011, at the Cypress Lake Country Club located at 10 Villere Drive in Destrehan. All proceeds from the gala will go to the ministry.
The food ministry serves over three thousand people a year in the OLPH area providing assistance with food, clothing, medication, rent, furnishings 

and utility bills.
The benefit gala and raffle fundraiser will begin with cocktails at 6:00 p.m. followed by dinner. Tickets are $50 and include a chance to win a flat screen television.

For details regarding the gala call Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church at 464-0361. 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help food ministry to hold annual gala

will be held May 9 to 14, 2011 on Monday through Friday from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. and on Saturday from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. The swimming classes will be held from May 16 to 20, 2011. Classes will be at 5:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Classes are offered at 

the Tulane University Reily Center.Registration opens on May 2, 2011. Call JoAnn at 836-2238 or email joann@saveourlake.org. Include the name and age of the swimmer, the class time requested, guardian’s name and contact email and phone number in your email. 

continued on page 25

$10 million movie complex at 

The Esplanade mall

The administration of Mayor Michael S. Yenni, 

Kenner District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn and the 

Kenner legislative delegation are pushing a plan that 

would allow the economic development of Laketown. 

A bill authored by state Senator Danny Martiny and 

state Representative Tony Ligi is close to final passage 

and Governor Bobby Jindal has also signed on in 

support of the measure.

“Laketown can become Kenner’s West End with 

restaurants and stores,” says Representative Ligi. “If 

we can bring Coconut Beach to Kenner, they’ll host 

weekend events that will help fill up Kenner hotels 

and generate sales tax revenues.”

Prior to Hurricane Katrina, Coconut Beach – a 
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Construction of the new Target store that will be 

an anchor at The Esplanade mall is running ahead of 

schedule with plans for a grand opening on July 24, 

2011.
“I am just so pleased,” said Kenner District 4 

Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch who has played 

a leading role in bringing the Target store to Kenner. 

“Target has received more than 600 job applications. 

They’ve selected the store manager. Besides the 

construction, Target has invested thousands of dollars 

on landscaping that is both 

Redistricting can be politically traumatic but 

Kenner’s 2011 City Council reapportionment went 

pretty smoothly with relatively slight changes that 

affect four of the five districts.

By law, the city’s five council districts are 

redrawn every 10 years to assure that each council 

district has approximately the same number of 

voters. The 2010 census showed that Kenner has a 

total population of 66,702. The city lost five percent 

of its population compared to the 2000 census.

The plan adopted was one of eight alternatives. 

The changes were that 

Executive Director Fran Campbell says the East 

Jefferson Levee District has been patrolling the 

Mississippi River Levee between St. Charles and 

Orleans parishes 24/7 since the river rose over 15 

feet at the Carrollton gauge on May 6, 2011. “The 

levees are in excellent condition and there have 

been no signs of seepage, no subsidence or any 

other indication that would cause concern,” said 

Campbell.
The East Jefferson Levee District has assisted 

three other levee districts with sandbags and 

HESCO baskets for flood fighting efforts. Police 

and maintenance personnel have worked overtime 

to assist St. Mary Parish, Lafourche Basin and 

the Pontchartrain Levee 

Can Laketown become 

Kenner’s West End?
BY ALLAN KATZ

Construction of new Target 

store at The Esplanade mall 

running ahead of schedule
BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 26

Kenner City Council redistricting 

only makes small changes

BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 26

East Jefferson levees in good shape

continued on page 26

With a deadline of June 15 looming before 

them, the Kenner City Council is working toward 

huge decisions on budget cuts made necessary by a 

referendum where voters turned down property tax 

increase proposals and property tax renewals.

Mayor Michael S. Yenni has proposed an 

operating budget for 2011-12 of $56.6 million and a 

$3.4 million capital budget.

The city is facing a fiscal crisis mostly because 

sales tax revenues have plunged during the national 

recession that has impacted cities across the nation. 

Mayor Yenni’s proposed budget calls for deep cuts 

for the Kenner Parks and Recreation Department. 

Yenni says to facilitate these cuts he is proposing that 

some playground districts be re-drawn and resources 

shifted to the playgrounds that historically have high 

participation levels or host a full complement of the 

programs that the city offers. Yenni also says that 

low performing playgrounds will still be utilized, 

but will only host programs that have a proven 

track record of participation at that site. Three 

playgrounds named for possible changes include 

Westgate, Highway Park and Lincoln Manor.

In the mayor’s budget the Community Services 

Department is also proposed to experience 

cuts. This department’s remaining functions are 

scheduled to become the responsibility of the Parks 

and Recreation Department and the employees will 

either be part of a reduction in force or be reassigned 

to open positions within city government.

K-TV and the mayor’s office will experience 

a reduction of force of one employee respectively. 

K-TV will be consolidated within the Cities 

Information Technology Department.

Yenni stated, “I am taking the lead on budget 

cutting by eliminating a $5,000 portion of my 

mayoral compensation for the next fiscal year.”

In response to the mayor’s budget, District 1 

Councilman Gregory Carroll said he is adamantly 

opposed to the closure of Lincoln Manor. Said 

Carroll, “Taking away the athletic programs from 

the children does not provide any budgetary savings 

since the city owns the building and the property and 

will have to continue to maintain it.”

“Sales taxes are up $1.5 million for this fiscal 

year and are estimated to increase even more next 

year, so it is misguided to close playgrounds to our 

families and children. If cuts are needed they should 

be in areas that are non-essential and do not impact 

the quality of life for our families and children,” said 

District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni.

And, Councilwoman at large Michele Branigan 

says she wants to know just how much will be 

saved by the closure of the Community Services 

Department which has responsibility for Rivertown 

museums, the Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema 

and the Council on Aging.

Councilwoman Branigan says she is also 

concerned by reports that Kenner Police Chief Steve 

Caraway may have to ax his K-9 dog unit that is 

used for patrol and drug-sniffing duties to locate 

caches of illegal drugs.

Still to be decided is the use of Kenner’s $3.7 

million insurance settlement from Hurricane Katrina 

damage to the Pontchartrain Center. Stagni says, 

“This one-time money paid to the city gives us a 

perfect opportunity to buy sorely needed equipment 

for the fire and police departments.”

District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch 

says the referendum on the millages was an example 

of democracy in action.

DeFrancesch said, “The Council, after the 

request of Mayor Yenni and Chief Caraway, voted 

to place the referendum before the people for a vote. 

The public responded by emphatically defeating the 

millages. As I work through the budget hearings, I 

must now decide how to amend the budget proposed 

by Mayor Yenni in response to the vote of the 

people.”
District 5 Councilman 

Council working on budget with deadline approaching

BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 27
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On May 19, 2011, Taylor Porter, 

right, was awarded the ninth annual 

George Drake Award by Roosevelt 

Middle School principal Amelia Noel. 

The award is presented by the Kenner 

Star in honor of the memory of George 

L. Drake, III, to an eighth grade student 

at Roosevelt who best emulates the 

qualities that he brought to the halls 

of Roosevelt Middle School, namely 

Community

George Drake Award presented at Roosevelt Middle School

The Kenner Police Department along with the Harahan Police Department, 

Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office, Louisiana State Police Troop B, Probation and 

Parole, DEA, FBI, Secret Service, U.S. Marshals and U.S. Department of Housing 

and Urban Development members participated in the 26th annual Louisiana Law 

Enforcement Torch Run on May 19, 2011 to benefit Special Olympics Louisiana. 

Local officers have carried the “Flame of Hope” for Special Olympics throughout 

the area since the event came to Louisiana in 1985. To date, the Law Enforcement 

Torch Run is the largest fundraising and public awareness campaign for Special 

Olympics programs around the world.
The 6.3 mile route for the Jefferson Parish leg of the Louisiana Law Enforcement 

Torch Run started out at Zephyr Stadium in Metairie and ended at the Kenner 

Police Complex. 

a dedication to learning, kindness to 

others, compassion, optimism and a 

quality of living each day to the fullest. 

Drake, head writer and editor of the 

Kenner Star for over eight years until 

his untimely passing at the age of 52, 

had a 23-year career with the Jefferson 

Parish Public School System, where he 

taught at Higgins, East Jefferson and 

Bonnabel High Schools before moving 

to Roosevelt Middle School in 1997. In 

his capacity as an educator, Drake had a 

love of teaching, a dedication that was 

unmatched, a caring about his students 

that was genuine, an unselfish attitude in 

helping his fellow faculty and a sincere 

willingness to do whatever it took to get 

the job done.
The eighth grade teachers at 

Roosevelt Middle School selected 

Porter in recognition of her outstanding 

character and she was presented with a 

commemorative plaque, a savings bond 

and her name has also been transcribed 

on a memorial plaque in the Roosevelt 

school library. 

KPD helps Special Olympics program

 

 

    “BRING YOUR HOME TO A NEW LEVEL” 

 
 

 

 
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 

        Locally Owned & Operated 
 

       www.Elevationsshoring.com 
/ Operated 

725 – 3RD STREET     KENNER, LA  70062 

(504) 888-5438 (LIFT) 
 

( 50

Call Today To Qualify !!! 
 

        GRANT MONEY STILL AVAILABLE 

             UP TO $160,000 

The city’s general fund has to make up the $1.8 million difference that is not 

covered by Kenner’s fire millage. In 2001 the fire millage was 11.02 mills. In 2010, 

the millage assessed for fire protection in Kenner was 7.4 mills. Without a renewal 

of this millage, the city will have to find close to $3.5 million dollars that the millage 

currently generates.
Regardless of the funding issues we have, the Kenner Fire Department stands 

ready when called. Our response time of three minutes, forty seconds is below the 

national average. The public can assist us in getting to the scene by reporting fires 

that they happen upon and not assume that someone else has called. 

Kenner Fire Chief John Hellmers can be reached at 468-4000 or by email at 

fire@kenner.la.us. The Kenner Fire Department website is www.kenner.la.us/fire.

html.

Hellmers
(continued from page 7)

Roosevelt Middle School eighth grade student Taylor Porter, right, was awarded the ninth annual 

george drake Award, sponsored by the Kenner Star, at an end of school ceremony in May. drake’s 

mother, jeanette drake, left, attended the ceremony honoring her son.

VOL. 16, NO. 4
KENNER’S COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1991

APRIL 2007

By ALLAN KATZ

Since Hurricane Katrina,

Jefferson Parish Councilman

Louis Congemi has worked on

a number of hurricane protec-

tion projects that will help

both the city of Kenner and

the parish become a safer

place to live.

“As District 4 Councilman

I have made hurricane protec-

tion my priority,” said

Congemi. Among the most

i m p o rtant projects since the

storm that Congemi cited was the construction of safe

rooms at the Duncan and Elmwood pumping stations. “No

longer will essential pump station operators need to be

evacuated,” said the councilman. Congemi described the

new safe rooms as “bomb shelters.” The safe rooms can

house up to 12 pump operators, withstand 250 mile per hour

winds and are built 35 feet above the ground.

Congemi also noted that, with the fortification of the

Joseph S. Yenni office building, for the first time in the his-

tory of Jefferson Parish an East Bank emergency operations

center is in place. “An emergency operations center on the

East Bank of Jefferson is critical in responding to an emer-

gency as quickly as possible,” Congemi said. “Having the

Yenni building to house hundreds of essential employees,

emergency personnel and equipment is a huge plus and adds

to plans designed to make our parish safer,” the Councilman

explained.
Other important improvements include the remote oper-

ation of pumping stations from the safe rooms, adding an

additional three feet to the levees and backup generators for

Councilman Congemi makes hurricane protection a priority

continued on page 30

By ALLAN KATZ

Interim Civil Service Director Martin Schwegmann

has been busy setting up the new merit-based civil service

system approved by Kenner voters.

Schwegmann, who served for more than 20 years as

personnel director for Jefferson Parish’s civil service sys-

tem, says he has received full cooperation from the

administration of Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz. Schwegmann

says he’s working with members of Mayor Muniz’ team to

draft the rules that will govern how the new Kenner Civil

Service Board operates and also how the city goes about

hiring and firing workers.

The merit-based civil service system replaces the old

system where elected officials could play a role in decid-

ing who would be hired or fired. The old system also

allowed city employees to participate in politics. Under

merit-based civil service, politics will not be permitted to

determine who is hired, fired or promoted and city

employees will be banned from political participation.

“Under merit-based civil service, Kenner will have a

competent, efficient work force unimpeded by politics,”

said Schwegmann. “It’s clear from the election returns

that’s what the voters want, and this new civil service sys-

tem will make sure that it becomes a reality.”

Overseeing the civil service system will be a new civil

service board that includes five members: John Benz,

Abdalla Darwish, Laura Donnaway, Kelly Simoneaux,

and Roger Griffeth.

Schwegmann, who originally said he intended to

hold the civil service director’s post only temporarily,

said he has been approached by some Kenner officials

asking that he consider serving in the post on a perma-

nent basis.
“We’ll see what develops,” said Schwegmann. “The

first priority is writing the rules that will govern this sys-

tem, hiring a personnel director and getting merit-based

civil service up and running.” ★

Kenner’s new interim civil service

director at work setting up system

Due to the growing demand for blood components in

the Kenner area, The Ochsner Blood Bank recently opened

the Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner Blood Donor Center.

It is located in Suite 101 on the first floor of the Medical

Office Building at 200 West Esplanade Avenue. Ochsner

will also open the Ochsner Medical Center-West Bank

Blood Donor Center in April to serve patients and donors

from Jefferson, Orleans and Plaquemine parishes.

“Expanding Ochsner’s blood services and blood donor

programs will allow us to better care for our patients in the

city of Kenner, and throughout Jefferson, St. Charles and

St. John parishes,” said Dr. Bobby Rodwig, medical direc-

tor of The Ochsner Blood Bank. “This growth will also pro-

vide blood donors more convenient access, and we hope it

will also encourage more frequent blood donations from

these communities. The Ochsner Blood Bank’s mission is

to provide an adequate and safe blood supply for the hospi-

tals and communities it serves,” explained Rodwig.

For more information on locations or hosting a blood

drive, call 842-3375. ★

Ochsner opens blood donor center in Kenner

New Duncan Canal safe house

Councilman
Louis Congemi

By ALLAN KATZ

These are perilous times for city governments all

across South Louisiana, but the city of Kenner is faring

better than most with much of

the credit being given to Mayor

Ed Muniz who brings 40 years

of experience in the private sec-

tor to the table when it comes to

dealing with money.

On the one hand, cash is

f l owing into the city coff e r s

from sales taxes, from Louis

A rmstrong Intern a t i o n a l

Airport and from the Treasure

Chest Casino. On the other

hand, the costs of all the servic-

es that city government buys –

insurance, garbage collection, building materials, pave-

ment and street fill, paint and playground material – are

going through the roof.

“Under Mayor Muniz’ direction, we’re doing more

work in-house than ever before,” says Duke McConnell,

Kenner’s Director of Finance. “Obviously, we can reduce

the cost of doing work in engineering, legal and account-

ing by using in-house people rather than consultants.

We’re also saving money by advertising for or sending

out “Requests For Proposals” for such services as

garbage collection and contracting. At the mayo r ’s

request, we’ll also be sending out RFPs for banking serv-

ices. We’re going to re-examine the structure of our bank-

ing relationships to see if we can save some money

there.”
Another example is in the field of insurance where

McConnell says the city is self-insuring itself in several

areas and increasing its deductibles in others. “We’ll be

putting funds into an insurance reserve for self-insurance

because the costs in the insurance field have just gone up

incredibly,” says McConnell.

As a result, says McConnell, the emphasis in this

administration is on liquidity. “Currently Kenner city

government has a strong revenue flow – the 2006-07

budget is $59.9 million – but we need it to be able meet

the obligations of our budget and to then have some left

over to meet emergencies or the unforeseen, which

always seem to arise.

“While we have to have money to pay for our budgeted

Muniz is watchful spender

Mayor
Ed Muniz

continued on page 30
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At its January 7, 2010 meeting the Kenner City Council elected Division A at-Large Councilwoman Michele Branigan its president for the next six-month term.Council members also elected District 5 Councilman Kent Denapolis as its vice president for the next six-month term.Both council members took their new seats immediately at the beginning of the council meeting. 

The election for all Kenner citywide offices will be held on March 27, 2010. On that ballot Kenner voters will be able to choose a mayor, police chief, the two Councilmembers-at-Large and all five district council positions. A runoff election, if necessary, will be held on April 1, 2010.Candidates will qualify on February 3 through February 5, 2010.
The early voting period is March 13 through March 20 (except Sunday) and is held from 8:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. at the Jefferson Parish Registrar of Voters office, located in the Joe Yenni Building, 1221 Elmwood Park Boulevard, Suite 502, in Harahan. For more information call the registrar of voters office at 736-6191.To be eligible to vote in any election, a voter must be registered 30 days prior to that particular election. 

Kenner citywide elections in March

The kings and queens of two major Carnival organizations will be in Kenner’s Rivertown to toast each other and greet the people of Kenner as part of the annual day-long Lundi Gras celebration on the eve of Mardi Gras, 2010.
The event starts at 10:00 a.m. in the 400 block of Williams Boulevard in front of the Kenner Exhibition Center with a performance by the popular rock band The Topcats starting at 11:00 a.m.At noon will be the arrival of the king and queen of the Zulu Social Aid and Pleasure Club and the king and queen of the Krewe of Argus. Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz will issue a welcome to the Carnival royalty and they will take part in traditional champagne toasts before the assembled crowd.Both Carnival clubs parade in front of large crowds on Mardi Gras, Zulu in New Orleans and Argus in Metairie. The Zulu king is Jimmie L. Felder and his queen is his daughter, Liana Felder-Jefferson. David Robert Sherman is the king of the Krewe of Argus. His queen is Meredith Elizabeth Chehardy.In addition to the toasting and presentation of proclamations the Kenner event includes crafts with food and drinks available at a modest cost. After the presentations, music from the Topcats will continue until 3:00 p.m. The entertainment and parking are free. 

Kenner City Council elects new officers

A silt buildup at Laketown in the lake near the Treasure Chest casino is causing boats to scrape against the water bottom at low tide and is also causing damage to propellers.Kenner District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn said the city is going to respond by dredging the harbor to a depth of six to eight feet, beginning in March.“The work is going to be paid for by FEMA at an estimated cost of about $800,000,” said Zahn, who credits Kenner’s Deputy Chief Administrative 

Officer Mike Quigley and Deputy Chief Administrative Officer of Public Works Prat Reddy for their determination and successful negotiations with FEMA to eliminate this over four-year old issue.“The silt that will be removed is going to be taken to our nearby marshes to build up the wetlands. While the work is going on, the Kenner boat launch will be temporarily closed during weekdays. The boat launch will be re-opened every weekend. We estimate the work will take about 120 days or 

maybe a little less,” said Zahn.
Reddy, who heads up Kenner’s public works department, said the contractor, Great Southern Dredging, is responsible for protecting the site during the execution of the project. Reddy said the contract for the work is being processed for approval by Mayor Ed Muniz.

“We appreciate the boat owners who use the Kenner Boat Launch and want to clear up this problem for them,” said Zahn. 

Silt buildup in lake dredging set for early MarchBY ALLAN KATZ

In an act of unanimity, the seven members of the Kenner City Council have united to try to find a way to reassign money allocated in the city’s operating and capital budgets in order to identify funds that can be used to repay a $22 million low-interest loan that will finance the rebuilding of a long-neglected broken sewerage system.
The seven members of the Council – District 1 Councilman Greg Carroll, District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni, District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn, District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch, District 5 Councilman Kent Denapolis and Councilwomen-at-Large Michele Branigan and Jeannie Black – have agreed they want to investigate further tightening of the city’s financial belt to pay 

for the sewerage system rebuilding that is being mandated by federal and state environmental agencies.
“We are in agreement with the mayor that the sewer system rebuilding needs to happen and we are committed to get it done,” said Branigan. Mayor Ed Muniz’ recommendation is that the sewerage rebuilding be funded by increasing the sewer usage fee to Kenner residents. “We have deferred action on this for 30 days so we could pursue our own ideas about how to pay for the sewerage work. We are all together in realizing that this needs to be done. The only question is whether it can be funded by additional tightening of the city’s operating and capital budgets and we are conducting our own investigation of that.”

However, members of the Council did say 

Kenner City Council says no increases to residents for now, vows to find funds to pay for rebuilding sewerage system
BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 30

Topcats headline Kenner’s Rivertown annual Lundi Gras celebration

Michele Branigan
Kent Denopolis
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The Kenner 
Police Department 
is once again 
joining local 
and national law enforcement agencies and safety advocates across the country in support of the 2011 national “Click It or Ticket” seat belt enforcement mobilization, taking place May 23 to June 5. Police will be ticketing unbelted vehicle occupants around the clock during this period. It’s important that you take heed of the life-saving benefits of wearing a seatbelt and not disregard this essential safety measure.When used properly, seat belts reduce the risk of fatal injury by 45 percent for front-seat passenger car occupants and by 60 percent for pickup truck, SUV and 

van occupants. Failure to wear a seat belt contributes to more fatalities than any other single traffic-related behavior – even drunk driving. Unfortunately, too many people still need a tough reminder, so the Kenner Police Department will be out in full force day and night during the national “Click It or Ticket” mobilization period, buckling down on those who are not buckled up.Drivers and passengers, seated in both the front and rear seats of vehicles, are required by Louisiana law to buckle up or be protected by an age-appropriate child restraint. This law applies to vehicles having a gross weight of 10,000 pounds or less, which includes automobiles, vans and pick-up trucks. Violators of this law are subject to fines of $25 for the first violation, $50 for a second violation 

and $50 plus court costs for subsequent violations. The Louisiana Highway Safety Commission estimates that this law could save 22 lives in Louisiana every year.There were 23,382 occupants of passenger cars, pickup trucks, vans and SUVs killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes in 2009. Of these occupants, 53 percent were not wearing seat belts at the time of the crashes. Also, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, pickup truck drivers and passengers continue to have lower restraint use rates than occupants of other passenger vehicles. In 2009, 68 percent of pickup truck occupants who were killed in traffic crashes were not buckled up.High-visibility enforcement such as the “Click It or Ticket” mobilization is 

credited with increasing the national belt usage rate from 58 percent in 1994 to an observed usage rate of 85 percent in 2010. Belt usage saves thousands of lives each year across America. In 2009 alone, seat belts saved 12,713 lives nationwide. Please be a conscientious driver and wear your seatbelt every time. Insist that passengers in your vehicle do the same and always check to make sure children are safely buckled or fastened in their car seats. You’ll save the cost of a ticket and may even save a life.
For more information on “Click It or Ticket” please visit www.nhtsa.gov. Chief Caraway can be reached by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com.

The Kenner 
Parks and 
R e c r e a t i o n 
D e p a r t m e n t 
has recently taken a huge step forward into making its operations more efficient and cost effective. We have finally moved into our new administrative facility located at 1905 24th Street in the old Kenner brake tag station.

This move has afforded us the ability to consolidate our recreation athletics section, Leisure Services section, maintenance section and our park operations section under one roof. With everyone under one roof we are able to streamline tasks. This will also open up the opportunity for parents to come in and 

get identification cards at any time during the day. We will also be able to handle registration for our Leisure Services classes until 9:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. We are extremely excited to finally be a one-stop shop for recreation.Having the different areas of parks and recreation in one building will allow for communication to run smoothly. When you enter the building, we have front desk personnel who will greet you and answer any questions or direct you where you need to go. Our boys, girls and adult coordinators’ offices are located on the first floor along with the I.D. station for players and coaches. Also located on the first floor is the office where you can rent Laketown, City Park, Veterans Park or any gym or field facilities. On 

“Click It or Ticket” 2011BY STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief

Kenner Parks and Recreation streamlines operations
BY KEN MARROCCOLIKenner Parks and Recreation Director

FAST CASH
PAWN

3405 Williams Blvd., Unit 3(near corner Williams & W. Esplanade)
305-1616Private appointments available upon request.

You won’t hear us on the radio, you won’t see us on TV!
That’s why we can afford to PAY YOU MOREFor your GOLD and SILVER

LOANS
Get the CASH you need FAST!

Buy, sell, pawn
ANYTHING OF VALUE!

GOLD

CLASS &
MILITARY RINGS

WEddING &
ENGAGEMENT

GEMSToNE &
dIAMoNd RINGS

SILVER
PLATINUM

the second floor, we’ve consolidated our administrative, Leisure Services and maintenance offices.
Our maintenance staff along with various contractors has been working diligently on the renovations since last October. Their skills and hard work have resulted in a beautiful office building where the entire parks and recreation department can function more efficiently. They will continue to improve our facilities in order to maintain the high standard our residents expect.

In our new building we have two big conference rooms for staff meetings, supervisors meetings and any other conferences that need to take place. We 

have a full-size kitchen where employees can enjoy their breaks and take a lunch. We have a large media room where first aid and CPR classes will be taught to our gym and playground supervisors. The room can also be used for presentations or classes that require such modern technologies as PowerPoint displays, television and any other audio visual equipment.Our goal is to provide efficient effective services from a professional staff to anyone who visits the office. We look forward to providing you the necessary information that you may need. Kenner Parks and Recreation Director Ken Marroccoli can be reached at 468-7211 or recreation@kenner.la.us.

If you are at risk for a heart attack a quick, painless Cardioscan from Ochsner can give you peace of mind.Heart disease is the leading cause of death in America. If there is a history of heart disease in your family, a Cardioscan (non-contrast CT Scan) of your heart can determine your risk for a heart attack.If you are between 40 and 75 years of age, smoke, have high cholesterol, high blood pressure or live a sedentary lifestyle, a Cardioscan can provide you and your healthcare provider with information to prevent injury to your heart. The screening test takes less than 10 minutes and is painless.The cost during a promotional period of through May 15 is $75. This screening 

exam is not covered by insurance.To schedule an appointment, call or visit Ochsner Health Center-Metairie, 2005 Veterans Boulevard, 842-4168; Ochsner Medical Center-New Orleans, 1516 Jefferson Highway, 1-866-OCHSNER; Ochsner Baptist Medical Center, 2820 Napoleon Avenue, 894-2800 or Ochsner Health Center-West Bank, 2500 Belle Chasse Highway, 391-5150.
Cardioscan is not for individuals with established coronary artery disease, coronary stents, bypass surgery, or women who are pregnant. Ochsner does not recommend this as a screening test for individuals with existing angina or chest discomfort. 

Ochsner’s cardioscan gauges risk of heart attack
Health

VOL. 17, NO. 7
KENNER’S COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1991

JULY 2008

Back in 1994, when she was the Councilwoman for

District 3, Jeannie Black said that Kenner’s sewer system

was in shambles and needed a major overhaul. “The old-

est sections of the city’s sewer lines made of terra cotta

pipes were breaking and full of cracks and the newer sec-

tions of PVC pipe were sagging creating major problems

citywide,” said Black.

Around that time, the city applied for and received a

low-interest 2.45 percent loan of $11 million to be used

citywide exclusively for sewer work. District 3 was the

first chosen by the administration to begin city sewer

inspection and repairs because of the enormity of its prob-

lems. Close to $3 million was budgeted to pay for an

extensive examination of the district’s sewer system on

city property. A professional television/video inspection

services company was hired. Following procedure, the

company washed a section of sewer from manhole to man-

hole and the washed section was videoed using a remote-

controlled self-powered tractor. As the line was videoed

and a leak was found the tractor would indicate the dis-

tance from the starting manhole. The general contractor

would then excavate down to the leak and repair it. The

cost of each repair was based on the depth of the repair. If

numerous leaks were found in a line segment an alternate

method of repair was to slipline the entire segment with a

resin fiberglass liner then the repaired line was videoed to

make sure the leak was stopped. The manhole at each end

By ALLAN KATZ

Mayor Ed Muniz is extremely proud

of his administration’s successes and

says that being the mayor of Kenner

has been a wonderful experience.

As he contemplates the first two

years in the mayor’s office, Muniz is

constantly being encouraged to run for

a second term. But he says, “I’m 70

years old and at that age you don’t

make any plans for two years from

now.” Muniz, based on the feedback

he gets from Kenner voters, is confi-

dent that he can be reelected, if he

decides to run. In addition, he has

become good friends and political

allies with Police Chief Steve

Caraway. While he hasn’t discussed

the idea with Caraway, Muniz thinks

that if the police chief was agreeable, a

Muniz-Caraway ticket would be pretty

formidable.
Muniz is very excited about the mil-

lions of dollars in what he believes

was wasteful and excess spending that

his administration has carved from the

Kenner budget. The mayor says his

administration carved out savings of

$1.5 million from all City Hall depart-

ments other than Public Works. Muniz

By ALLAN KATZ

A four percent reduction in crime has

Police Chief Steve Caraway feeling

good about his first two years in office.

“I’m very pleased that our Police

Department has an excellent response

time to emergency calls, we have

launched some aggressive initiatives

against drug dealers and other criminals,

and we have successfully recruited and

retained a 170-member department that

has good morale and lots of enthusiasm

for the work we do,” says Chief

Caraway.

Chief Caraway said that Police

Departments all across the nation are

suffering attrition as young profession-

als opt for fields other than law enforce-

ment and experienced officers take their

retirements. But, he says, not in Kenner.

“We’ve been able to attract outstanding

young people to our department, many

of whom have college or military expe-

rience. Also, a number of our senior

officers who could take their retirements

chose to continue to work because the

environment in Kenner is good and our

successes are fulfilling.”

continued on page 31
continued on page 31

continued on page 30
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Fourteen years after she sounded alarm, Councilwoman Jeannie

Black cheers Mayor Muniz’ plan for sewer upgrades
Kenner cosmetologist honored

for volunteer efforts to help

women affected by cancer

Mayor Muniz: I’ve loved the first two years in office

During Chief Caraway's first two years in office crime reduced

Mayor Ed Muniz addresses

the crowd at a recent “Music

at the Lake” free concert in

Laketown sponsored by the

city of Kenner.

Police Chief Steve Caraway

Kenner officials Chief Administrative Officer Mike

Yenni, Public Works Deputy Chief Executive Prat Reddy

and Mayor Muniz visit the Kenner Wastewater

Treatment Plant.
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By ALLAN KATZ

Nancy Hihar, who came to Kenner 35 years ago to open a

hair and beauty salon, has been honored by the American

Cancer Society for her outstanding assistance to help women

stricken with cancer retain their beauty, their pride and their

self-esteem.
Hihar was named “Volunteer of the Year” for her devotion

to the “Look Good, Feel Better” program and another pro-

gram called “Bosom Buddies.” She was also praised for her

willingness to go to the hospitals in the area to help extended

care cancer patients who wanted help with their hair and

makeup.
The award was presented to Hihar by Cheryl Fourcade

who said, “Nancy’s dedication and expertise as a cosmetolo-

gist, but even more as a caring woman, has helped many

women with mild to extreme hair loss cope with the chal-

lenges that occur from this often-debilitating condition. Even

more important, Nancy has been a great resource for women

Kenner Star

CELEBRATES 16th YEAR

see story page 9

By ALLAN KATZ

When Scott Zimmerman opened his business in

Kenner 10 years ago, it was the result of careful thought

and planning.
“It was obvious to me that the Kenner economy was

going to grow,” said Zimmerman, who has been in the

tires and automotive business for 30 years. “And I really

liked the way that although Kenner has a population of

70,000, there is a small-town feel to the community.

Everyone seems to know everyone else. Equally impor-

tant, Kenner is a very family-oriented place. It was exact-

ly the kind of community that I wanted for my business

and my own family.”
Scotty’s offers tires, alignments, brake, cooling system

repair, fuel systems, oil changes and much more.

“My dad used to tell me that I should treat every cus-

tomer just as I would want to be treated,” says

Zimmerman, “and I really believe in that. I don’t just want

to provide customer service. I want to earn customer loy-

alty and I know that to do that, I have to be willing to go

the extra mile for my customers. I do that every day.”

Zimmerman says his seven employees also share the

credit for his successes. “We have customers who come to

us from New Orleans, the West Bank, Metairie, the north

shore and the River Parishes because they know that we

take pride in our work and we treat everyone who comes

in here with dignity and respect,” he says.

Zimmerman is a graduate of St. Christopher’s,

Rummel High School and attended Southeastern

Louisiana University. He, his wife Stephanie and son,

Scott, Jr., reside in Kenner.

Scotty’s Tire and Automotive

has set a high standard for

Kenner during the last decade
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On April 2, 2011, all voters in Kenner will have the chance to go to the polls to make decisions regarding six property tax millage proposals, of which three are new and three are renewals, two with small increases.
The property tax millage proposals were placed on the ballot after the Kenner City Council earlier this year voted 4-3, responding to a request from Mayor Michael S. Yenni, to approve putting the six propositions in front of Kenner residents.

The millage renewals and the new millage propositions dedicated to police and fire, said Yenni, will ensure that major city services such as fire protection, police protection and better 
sewerage will be 
on solid economic 
footing for the next 10 
years.

Kenner currently has one of the lowest property tax rates in Jefferson Parish and has for decades.
To show how the six property millage propositions will affect Kenner property tax bills, using an example of a home assessed at 

$150,000, three property tax scenarios were created by the Kenner Star.

Example 1 depicts the two 2010 current tax bills from Kenner and Jefferson Parish that Kenner homeowners received, which totaled $619.43. Example 2 shows how a 2011 Kenner property tax bill will be affected if all six propositions were to be passed by Kenner voters. In that case the annual Kenner property tax will increase by $140.92 and the total combined property tax bill from Kenner and Jefferson Parish would total $760.35. Example 3 shows the 2010 property tax bill of a Metairie homeowner, with a house also assessed at $150,000, who receives a Jefferson Parish tax bill only. The Metairie homeowner’s tax will be $770.25. The 2010 property tax for a Kenner homeowner currently is $150.82 less than that of a Metairie homeowner. If all six Kenner propositions pass on April 2, in 2011 the Kenner homeowner will be paying 

State Representative Tony 
Ligi, who was elected to represent 
District 79 in 2007, has recently 
announced he will run for 
reelection to the Louisiana House 
of Representatives.

Representative Ligi made the 
announcement at a breakfast held 

The Kenner Senior Center, 
located adjacent to Rivertown at 
641 Compromise Street, is a busy 
place with lots of activities, health 
screenings and social events.

“The senior center serves 
Kenner residents who are 60 years 
old and older without charge,” says 
Mary-Sharon Howland, director of 
community services for Kenner. 
“While there are many activities 
at the center, its most important 
function may be that it brings 
seniors together in a positive, upbeat 
and happy environment filled with 
laughter and good cheer. Every 
study tells us that socialization is 
important for seniors and the center 
provides a congenial environment 
that is certainly far preferable to a 
senior staying at home by himself 
or herself.”

Among the events scheduled 
for April at the Kenner Senior 

In April Kenner’s historic Rivertown will host the tenth annual “Festa Italiana.” Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni will be the honorary chairman of the event. Live music, rides, local crafters, Italian food and access to Rivertown’s famous children’s museums are some of the attractions offered by festival organizers. The Kenner Italian Heritage Foundation, founded by 

On April 2, 2011, Kenner voters will be asked to vote on six property tax millage propositions. In addition to the propositions, voters will be asked to cast their special election vote for Jefferson Parish Assessor and Jefferson Parish Councilman at Large, Division A.
Lawrence Chehardy resigned from his position as Jefferson Parish Assessor last year. The councilman at large seat was vacated by John F. Young who was elected 

“We have a chance on April 2 to address this issue and fix the problem, assuring the Kenner Police Department a long-term return to full health. I hope the voters can see that this is a quality of life issue. A safe community is a precious quality of life asset and has a distinct bearing on property values.”

“If the millage renewal, which comprises half our operating budget, is not approved by the people, we will be in dire straits, because our department is presently underfunded now. If the dedicated new building and equipment millage is not approved, we will not have funding to replace obsolete trucks.”

Kenner’s financial future in the hands of voters

$9.90 less than a Metairie homeowner. The three properties tax scenarios were verified as accurate by Kenner’s Finance Director, Duke McConnell.
Critical departments such as the Kenner Police Department have had to rely on the unpredictable funding sources of sales taxes. City officials say they have watched the sources of revenue they have depended on for the past 40 years decline and take a roller coaster ride that they say has made it impossible to properly plan for the future needs of Kenner.

As chief executive officer and mayor, Yenni says he cut the city budget from $61 million to less than $56 million. In doing so, the mayor reports the following has been done to tighten the belt on government spending:
81 city government positions were eliminated.
Budgets and manpower in all departments were drastically reduced.
The fleet of take home vehicles was reduced from 30 to nine.
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see page  11

See three property tax
ScenarioS on page 30.

Kenner’s Italian festival event 
coming in early April

BY ALLAN KATZ

State Representative Tony Ligi 
announces run for reelection

Two parish wide seats in Jefferson 
Parish seats also on the April 2 ballot

BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 27

continued on page 28
continued on page 28

Kenner Senior Center is a 
busy, happy place

“What we are trying to do 
is make Kenner safer, fix its 
infrastructure and protect 
property values, helping them 
to grow.”
 Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni
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By ALLAN KATZ

M i c h a e l
McMyne, a 23-
year-old entrepre-
neur and author,
has become the
youngest interim
Councilman in
Kenner history.

He was unani-

mously approved by members of the
Kenner City Council to fill the vacated
District 2 seat of John Lavarine III, who was
elected by Kenner voters to fill the position
of Councilman-at-Large. The opening in
the at-Large position was created when
Councilman Terry McCarthy resigned to
accept a position with Jefferson Parish.

McMyne, who said he will not run in
the special election to fill the unexpired
term of Lavarine in District 2, said his

selection “is certainly one of the greatest
moments of my life. I’m honored, delighted
and thrilled to be able to serve. This means
a great deal to me and my family.”

An election to select Lavarine’s full-
time successor will probably be held in
October. Until then, McMyne said he’s
looking forward to being part of the Kenner
City Council’s deliberations and votes.

“This is a dream come true for me,” said

Kenner Council Selects 23-Year-Old As District 2 Interim Councilman

By ALLAN KATZ

One of the best kept secrets in
Louisiana is the overall excellence of the
public schools that Kenner children
attend, from pre-kindergarten through
senior high school.

A good example is Bonnabel High
School where close to 98 percent of the
students are Kenner residents.

Last year, Bonnabel students
excelled in the LEAP tests, winning a
prized star for their school. Overall,
Bonnabel finished a close third among
Jefferson Parish public schools in the
LEAP tests, behind Grace King and
Riverdale Senior High Schools and just
ahead of East Jefferson.

“Unfortunately,” says Bonnabel
Principal Ray Ferrand, “there are some
incorrect perceptions about Bonnabel in
the community. Some of these are based
on racial conflict at our school in the
1970s. Today, Bonnabel has a very

diverse but cohesive and united student
body, an excellent faculty and some great
plans for an even stronger academic
future.”

Bonnabel High School Is A Safe Place,
Offering An Excellent Education

By ALLAN KATZ

P.J. Hahn, an
a d m i n i s t r a t o r
with the
Jefferson Parish
Sheriff ’s Office,
has announced
that he is running
for Police Chief
of Kenner.

The election
is set for April 1,

2006. Sixteen-year
incumbent Police Chief Nick Congemi is
prohibited from running again due to term
limits. Hahn said he is announcing 11
months before the election because he is
kicking off his campaign now in a bid to
build community consensus on the goals of
the Kenner Police Department for the peri-
od 2006-2010.

Hahn said that crime rose by seven per-
cent in Kenner in 2004, including a 50 per-
cent increase in murders, a 35 percent
increase in rapes, a 26 percent increase in
burglaries and a 15 percent increase in
vehicular thefts.

“If the rest of America can reduce
crime, so can Kenner,” said Hahn. “I refusecontinued on page 29

continued on page 15

continued on page 6

P.J. Hahn
Announces
Candidacy For
Kenner Police
Chief

Look inside this month’s Kenner Star
for the Kenner Dispatch 2005, A Year in
Review, a publication compiled and printed
by Kenner Mayor Phil Capitano’s adminis-
tration as a report for Kenner citizens. The
Dispatch provides information about com-
pleted and upcoming projects in Kenner
and operational changes in the city initiated
during the past year. For an additional copy
of this report, visit the city’s web site,
www.kenner.la.us or contact Kenner City
Hall at 468-7240. ★

On April 14, 2005 the city of Kenner initi-
ated a new “Domestic Violence” court which
will hear cases separately from other misde-
meanors, traffic, and code enforcement matters.

Under the former city court system, repeat
offenders reportedly often faced a different
magistrate and/or prosecutor each time they
appeared in court. Now, offenders will stand
before the same magistrate and prosecutor, who
will be familiar with a defendant’s case from
arraignment through disposition. The measure’s
goal is to provide continuity with the ever-
increasing load of domestic violence cases.

City prosecutors note that since these cases
will now be tracked separately, a more compre-
hensive follow-through on offenders should be
available. The court will meet every Thursday
morning with Judge Miguel Elias presiding and
Marion Floyd as prosecutor. Dale Standifer,
Executive Director of the Metropolitan Battered
Women’s Program believes having the same
judge and prosecutor will benefit the court.
“Both will become experts in domestic violence
issues, and because of that will be able to make
better decisions,” she states.

“All offenders who are found guilty are sen-
tenced to domestic violence classes and we’ve
found this to be highly successful in stopping
the cycle of violence,” said Floyd. ★

City Creates
Domestic
Violence Court

Michael McMyne

P.J. Hahn

Gulf Coast Bank
Sees Big Potential
In Kenner, Opens
New Branch
By ALLAN KATZ

Every time Gulf Coast Bank &
Trust President Guy Williams drives
by his handsome new branch office
in Kenner at 3410 Williams
Boulevard, the sight of it brings a
big smile to his face.

continued on page 15
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Kenner Parks and Recreation
Leisure Service Summer Registration

2005 Day Camp
Adult & Children’s Programs

see center pull-out section
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Big Easy 
Self Storage, 
a leader in 
self storage 
solutions, is 
extending a 
welcome to 
all victims 
of the recent 
Mississippi 
River flood 
who have 
temporarily 
relocated to the area. Big Easy is offering 

two months of free storage to those hailing 

from the affected areas.

Flood victims need only stop by the 

office during business hours and present 

valid identification listing their residence 

in one of the flooded areas.

Big Easy Self Storage is located at 

2201 West Napoleon Avenue in Kenner, 

at the corner of Williams Boulevard and 

West Napoleon Avenue next to CVS 

Pharmacy.
Those seeking assistance from Big 

Easy are encouraged to call ahead and 

schedule an appointment.

“We’d like to extend a hand to the 

local community affected by this terrible 

and historic event” says Big Easy Resident 

Manager Sean Landry. “We’re all in this 

together.”
Landry went on to note, “The local 

news featured families packing what 

they could and heading out of town and 

I immediately realized there was an 

opportunity 
for Big Easy 
to make a 
difference.”

Big Easy 
just recently 
comple ted 
a food drive 
for Second 
H a r v e s t 
food bank. 
The facility 
has also 

participated in Toys for Tots and collects 

used cell phones for the Cell Phones for 

Soldiers program.
“We’re always open to and looking 

for new ways to get involved and give 

back to our community.” Landry said.

“Big Easy Self Storage provides 

clean, dry, secure storage in a new, 

well-maintained facility. The facility is 

completely surrounded by access gates 

and sixteen cameras offering 24-hour-

a-day monitoring. Our staff at Big Easy 

pride ourselves on providing the absolute 

best service available. Big Easy supplies 

a variety of services to satisfy all your 

storage and packing needs,” said Landry.

Big Easy’s hours of operation are 

9:00 a.m. until 6 p.m. on Monday through 

Friday, on Saturday from 9:00 a.m. until 

5:00 p.m. and Sunday hours are 10:00 

a.m. through 5:00 p.m. 

The phone number is 468-3474 and the 

website is www.bigeasyselfstorage.com. 

Business

Massage Envy is a spa specializing in 

massages and facials that opened a year 

ago in Kenner at 819 West Esplanade 

Avenue near Chateau Boulevard.

“We are filling a niche in the 

marketplace by offering massages and 

facials at affordable prices,” says Cong 

Tran, who owns the Massage Envy 

franchise on West Esplanade. Massage 

Envy offers an introductory one-hour 

massage for $39. “Each month, we have 

done better than the previous month,” says 

Tran. “Of course, it’s to our advantage 

that Kenner is very convenient not just 

for those who live in the city but also 

for our clients who reside in the greater 

New Orleans area. Also, our network 

base consists of members from over 670 

other Massage Envy locations around the 

country.”
Tran says the secret of Massage Envy’s 

success is that their massages and facials, 

given by state-licensed professional 

massage therapists and estheticians, go 

beyond the total relaxation of the mind 

and body. “We not only relieve stress and 

tension – which everyone seems to have 

an over-abundance of in our modern world 

– but also treat physical conditions. The 

result is psychological and physiological 

benefits. Some of our clients say that the 

experience and the relaxation they derive 

from our treatments positively affects not 

only their body but their mind and spirit.”

He says the mission of Massage 

Envy Spa is to make quality therapeutic 

massages and skin nourishing facials 

available to everyone at affordable prices. 

“We offer a convenient location, flexible 

hours and membership benefits that make 

Massage Envy so affordable that many of 

our clients make massages and facials a 

regular part of their lives,” says Tran.

The hours of Massage Envy are 

Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 

10:00 p.m.; Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 

p.m. and Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Tran is a licensed massage therapist 

Massage Envy offers spa setting for healthy, relaxing therapies

BY ALLAN KATZ

Big Easy Self Storage offers aid to flood 

victims in the form of free storage units

and holds a business degree 

from the University of New 

Orleans. “We love Kenner,” he 

says. “We’ve been welcomed 

with open arms. It’s a 

wonderful community to live 

and raise a family.” He and his 

wife, My Linh, have a two-year 

old daughter, Calla. My Linh is 

a Tulane graduate who works 

as a pharmacist at a national 

chain drug store.
“As a pharmacist, I see the 

benefits of massage our clients can use 

in conjunction with their wellness and 

health. We have clients that have not been 

able to walk or been limited from physical 

activity who have been able to improve 

their physical activities after sessions 

of massage. We provide therapies for 

clients with arthritis, cancer, chronic pain, 

insomnia, etc. We see massage therapy as 

an addition to benefit one’s health and not 

just as a luxurious experience,” said My 

Linh.
Among Massage Envy services are 

Swedish massage, deep-tissue massage, 

sports massage, pre-natal massage, 

reflexology and Murad healthy skin 

facials.
Tran says Massage Envy offers 

affordable prices for facials, enabling 

many clients to enjoy this therapy for 

the first time. He says benefits of facials 

include moisturizing the skin; increasing 

circulation; decreasing signs of aging; 

improving skin tone and texture, as well 

as alleviating redness and sensitivity.

The telephone number for Massage 

Envy is 496-9000. Visit the website at 

www.massageenvy.com/clinics/LA/Kenner.

aspx. 

Hair Styles Unlimited

Salon & Spa
3635 Florida Ave

Kenner, LA

504 464 5949

www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com

Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977

Specializing in hair restoration, 

extensions, and alternative hair.

Ladies…

We can solve the challanges of 

thinning hair.

Gentlemen…

You can turn back the years 

and be more confident in your 

appearance.

Introductory Special…

100% Human Hair Graft, 

Application, Cut, and Styled…

$29900

Offer Expires 07/30/2011

Call For Your Free Consultation

Offering Total Hair Care, 

Custom Massage Therapy, 

Complete Body Waxing, 

Manicures, Pedicures, 

Acrylics, and Gel Nails

The Kenner Star…telling our city’s story for nearly 20 Years

For almost 20 years, the Kenner Star has taken great pride in its mission of keeping the 
residents of Kenner aware of the good news and progress being made within our city.

The Kenner Star has been more than just a newspaper.
The Kenner Star has…

• through the years been a caring corporate citizen, donating over one quarter of 
a million dollars worth of space in its pages to promote city attractions such as 
Laketown, Rivertown and it events, the Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema, 
Christmas Village, the Pontchartrain Center, the Repertory Theatre, Children’s 
Castle, Lundi Gras, Music in the Park concerts, Laketown Fest and Kenner Open 
House.

• championed the cause of the small business owner, doing our part to help with the 
economic development of the city.

• in its partnership with the local US Post Office and the National Association of 
Letter Carriers, Branch 4342, and corporate sponsors, helped collect almost 200 tons 
of food for distribution to needy families through the Kenner Food Bank.

• been a way for local charities and generous hearts to meet every month.

• kept you informed about events that affect your constitutional rights, your quality 
of life and your tax dollars.

• put the spotlight on free services and programs available to Kenner citizens.

• printed voting booth ballots for election day so Kenner voters would be informed 
voters.

• established a free and efficient avenue of communication between Kenner’s elected 
officials and its citizens.

As the Kenner Star enters its 20th year we will continue to tell our 
collective story as it unfolds, and will also continue to care about the city, 
the people who live here and those who own businesses in Kenner.

We would like to thank our advertisers for their continued support of 
Kenner’s only hometown paper. And to our loyal readers, we would ask 
you to please let us know if we can be of service to you in the future.

Our email address is news@kennerstar.com.
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Here is an 
interesting way 
of thinking about 
your financial 
issues. This came up when someone asked me, “What would your future self think about that?” The idea is at some point we will look back at the decisions we made and either be glad or disappointed at what we did in the past. The suggestion is that you consider what your future self will think three or more years down the road about decisions you make today. Some people even take this to the point of having an internal dialogue about what they will think in the future about today’s decisions.

A simple thought experiment is “How will I feel tomorrow if I drink way too much tonight?” Sort of obvious isn’t it. “What was I thinking?” The hangover tomorrow is not worth the temporary exhilaration of getting drunk tonight. And has anyone ever said, “You were so helpful last night when you were drunk and your remarks were so kind and thoughtful?”
The consequences of bad financial 

decision making are often likened to a hangover and for good reason – a temporary feeling can lead to a bad decision. Several things come to mind that you might want to discuss with your future self.
Anything that requires an immediate response to a high-pressure sales presentation is probably a bad idea. One example of this is buying into a timeshare program while on vacation. We have all been presented with the opportunity to get a free camera, cell phone or gift if we listen to a timeshare presentation. Don’t do it. It could be the most expensive camera that you ever bought. Many timeshare marketing companies get 50 percent of the purchase price just to sell the unit to you. That means that on day one, even if you could resell, you have already lost half of your value. One sales pitch is that prices can only go up. Well, we have seen them go down, too. Also, the monthly and swap fees can really add to the already high carrying costs. If you really want a timeshare, rent first, and then look at the resale prices on the secondary market. If after this research 

you still are happy, go ahead. What your future self doesn’t want is for you to get bamboozled by high pressure marketing.
Your future self will be disappointed if you fail to do something small that could really add up over time. One example of this is failing to round up your mortgage payment whenever you make your monthly payment or not adding extra cash you have available to pay down the principal on your loan. There are people who have cut 10 years off of their mortgage by rounding the payment up to the next hundred or thousand and by applying a part of any extra income to prepayment. You want your family to come to your “burn the mortgage” party sooner, rather than later. Rounding up will make your future self very happy.

The same thing applies to skipping your employer’s matching savings plan. Your future self will be really upset if your coworker signs up and you don’t and then at retirement has $500,000 more than you do for pension purposes. This can and does happen so don’t miss out on any employer match to retirement savings plans.
Finally don’t forget to plan for the fun things that make life exciting. Recently three friends met to discuss the next football season. In the past 

they had all agreed to place their names on the season ticket waiting list for their local NFL team. One of the guys asked the others to get together at their favorite sports bar to discuss tailgating that season as his name had finally come up on the waiting list. He had his tickets and wanted to make plans with his friends to tailgate since they had all gone on the list at the same time. The others sheepishly confessed that they had not gotten around to adding their names to the list. There would be no group tailgating. So, if you want season tickets for the New Orleans Saints or LSU Tigers one day, get on the waiting list now. Your future self will thank you.
Using your future self is a fun framework for decision making. It can help you make good decisions and avoid bad ones. This thought process has helped a lot of folks, so you may want to try it. It can pay to make yourself happy even if the payday is years in the future. 

Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Banking

Community

Negotiating with your future selfBY gUY WILLIAMS

The Kenner Professional Business Association is presenting its annual charity fundraiser “Cooking 101” at the Exhibition Hall in Kenner’s Rivertown, 415 Williams Boulevard. It will be held on July 9, 2011 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. Joey and Jeaux La Bella will be the instructors, demonstrating and entertaining the ins and outs of basic culinary skills while preparing a full six-course meal. Wine pairings from Glazer Wine Distributors will be selected especially for that course by an experienced wine expert.
Treasure Chest Casino is the Iron Chef top sponsor.Reservations are required and seating is limited. The cost is $40 per person or $75 per couple. Raffle tickets will be sold for door prizes. The fundraiser will benefit the Kenner Food Bank, Angels Place and the Metropolitan Center for Women and Children. For over 25 years the KPBA has annually donated to such charities.For information, tickets and sponsorship opportunities, contact KPBA Ways and Means Director Judy La Bella at labella1101@cox.net or 738-0424. 

KPBA holding charity six-course dinner

looking beyond next
At AT&T we know your business requires solutions that are efficient, cost-effective and productive. And we 
know your life deserves the same.
That’s why we are always looking ahead, beyond the next new technology. Bringing limitless innovation to meet all your communications needs.

att.com

© 2011 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. 

Looking for
GRACE KING HIGH SCHOOL

Class of 1971 Graduates

 

Contact:
Facebook group: GKHS Class of 1971
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Health

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

SMALL JOBS

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

A total knee replacement 
resurfaces your knee joint by 
removing the diseased bone 
and cartilage. The recovery and 
rehabilitation following a total 

knee replacement has improved significantly over the 
past few years with the innovation of the minimally 
invasive surgical technique. This technique with the 
improvement of the instruments used, helped decrease 
both recovery and rehabilitation time following the 
surgery.

Your hospital stay may last three to five days 
depending on how well you heal after surgery. The 

Recovery and rehabilitation following total knee replacement
BY CRAIG GOODWIN

day following surgery you will be expected to get 
out of bed and begin weight bearing on the surgical 
knee. Before you go home you will need to meet some 
established goals. You will need to get in and out of bed 
by yourself. You should bend your knee approximately 
90 degrees or show good progress in bending your 
knee and you should extend or straighten your knee 
fully. You should be able to walk with crutches or a 
walker on a level surface and climb up and down two 
to three steps. And you should do the prescribed home 
exercises.

You may experience mild swelling in your leg 
after you are discharged. Elevating the leg, wearing 
compression hose and applying an ice pack for 15 to 
20 minutes at a time will help reduce the swelling. If 
the patient is having trouble walking or performing 
activities of daily living such as dressing and bathing, 
he or she may be transferred to inpatient rehabilitation 
to continue working with physical and occupational 
therapists. Upon discharge from the hospital a home 
health physical therapist will visit for a few weeks 
to make sure the patient is safely getting around 
and that he or she is progressing with knee range of 
motion and strength. The final stage of rehabilitation 
is outpatient physical therapy. During this stage, the 

patient continues to work on knee range of motion, 
strength, balance and is taught how to walk with a cane 
or without an assistive device. Most patients transition 
from a walker to a cane within two to four weeks and 
are able to transition to no assistive device in four to 
six weeks. By eight to 12 weeks after surgery most 
patients have regained knee range of motion and are 
able to continue strength and flexibility exercises on 
his or her own. This is the most advanced stage of 
rehabilitation and the patient is progressed back to a 
full level of functional activity. Following total knee 
replacement patients are encouraged to resume an 
active lifestyle. However, they are strongly advised 
against doing activities that produce high impact loads 
such as running and jumping. Sports such as golf, 
cycling, swimming and walking are permissible.

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president 
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy, located 
at 3921 Williams Boulevard and two other locations 
in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin 
graduated from LSU Medical School Department 
of Allied Health, Department of Physical Therapy 
in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic 
and Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at 
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library will 
hold their semiannual “Big Book” sale March 17 
through March 20, 2011, in the Pontchartrain Center 
located at Kenner’s Laketown. Hours are Thursday 
through Saturday (March 17-19) from 10:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. and Sunday (March 20) from noon to 5:00 
p.m. Over 60,000 gently used books, puzzles, DVDs, 
CDs, video tapes, music tapes and records will be 

offered for sale at very reasonable prices.
Cash, checks and major credit and debit cards 

will be accepted. Admission is free and plenty of 
free parking is available. For more information 
call the Friends of the Library at 455-2665 or email 
friendsjpl@Yahoo.com. All proceeds from the sale 
benefit the Jefferson Parish Library System. 

“Big Book” sale to be held in March in Kenner
Community

Sales 

Leasing

Building Management

Kenny Hurst
616-4142
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Danna Morris – 
A Kenner girl wholoves her job and
her co-workers 
at City Hall

Mayor Muniz, Council agree Theatre Guild to continue runningRivertown Repertory Theatre, but with additional checks

By ALLAN KATZ

Like many Kenner city employees,Danna Morris started her career at CityHall and expects to conclude her career at
City Hall.

“I grew up
on 10th Street
in Kenner,”
says Morris.
“My dad had a
job at the air-
port before
b e g i n n i n g
work at the
Kenner Police
Depar tment.

My mom wasinvolved in Kenner politics, although thatheld very little interest for me while I wasgrowing up. After I graduated fromCrescent City Baptist High School andspent a couple of years in college, mymom recommended me for a job at CityHall. That was pre-civil service and myapplication was accepted.”
She was 22 years old and her first jobwas as a receptionist in what is nowknown as the Public Works Department.She won recognition for her competenceand energy and moved up the City Hallladder. In the 1980s, she was given the jobof secretary to Councilman LouisCongemi, a promising young elected offi-cial who was also a school teacher. In1994, they married. She continued work-ing at City Hall.

“That was when I discovered politics,”she said. “It hadn’t seemed all that inter-esting to me before. But, as Louie’s wife,I found myself in the center of Kennerpolitics and I became fascinated by it.”After then-Mayor Aaron Broussardmoved on, Louis Congemi becameKenner’s mayor and Danna became thecity’s first lady. Although she enjoyed hertime as first lady, while still working atCity Hall, they divorced in 2001. The for-mer mayor, now a Jefferson ParishCouncilman, and his former wife remainthe best of friends.
Her City Hall career continued to

continued on page 25

Danna Morris

By ALLAN KATZ

Mayor Ed Muniz, with the support of theKenner City Council, has determined that theRivertown Repertory Theatre Guild will contin-ue to run the city’s community theater inRivertown. However, both the mayor and theCouncil want additional, tighter checks and bal-ances for the Theatre Guild, and City AttorneyKeith Conley has been instructed to draw up anew, more specific contract.
Mayor Muniz had asked for other proposalsto run the community theater. Only SMG, thePhiladelphia-based company that runs the

Pontchartrain Center and the LouisianaSuperdome, had responded. In the end, with theconcurrence of Council members, the mayordecided that the Theatre Guild is the most qual-ified group to run the community theater butalso concluded that the original agreement withthe city – written in 1992 – is too loosely drawnand isn’t specific enough about the finances ofthe Theatre Guild.
Councilwoman-at-Large Jeannie Blacksaid, “Everyone is in favor of continuing ourcommunity theater. But the original agreement,drawn up in 1992 when the entire concept was

By ALLAN KATZ

Kenner Police
Chief Steve Caraway
is working with mem-
bers of the City
Council on new rules
that will seek to fur-
ther regulate the oper-
ations of several adult
book stores located in
the city.

Leading the City
Council effort is Councilwoman-at-LargeJeannie Black.

“The courts have made it clear that adult

Jeannie Black
Councilwoman-at-Large

Kenner Police ChiefCaraway and
Councilwoman Blackspearhead new rule toregulate adult book stores

continued on page 26

By TROY BROUSSARD

Spending tens of millions more on upgrades than the original cost of
building the complex, local developer Henry Shane says that his compa-
ny’s investment in the recently renovated Sugar Mill apartments is also aninvestment in Kenner’s quality of life.Completed in 1978, the 540 units of the Sugar Mill apartments,

which are located at the end of Williams Boulevard approximately oneblock from the lake, became known at its inception as the perfect fit for
young adults. Shane said that the original design of the complex lent
itself well to fostering interaction among the residents who wanted toexperience the single’s lifestyle.“When Sugar Mill was first built, it had a nightclub on site with night-

ly entertainment. The laundry rooms were meeting places, and some hadtables and chairs so that you could sit and socialize,” Shane explained.
“That was what the residents wanted back at that time.”

Kenner developer reinvests in Sugar Mill Apartment complex

continued on page 27

Steve Caraway
Kenner Police Chief

John Helmers
Kenner Fire Chief

By ALLAN KATZ

Police Chief
Steve Caraway and
Fire Chief John
Hellmers have agreed
to place their respec-
tive dispatchers in a
s i n g
le room to assure that
the right combination
of first responders is
sent to emergency sit-
uations. Both chiefs
decided that better responses were likely if both police and fire dis-
patchers were in the same room, talking to one another and to the
person requesting an emergency response. Previously, police andfire dispatchers worked in separate rooms.“When Chief Hellmers was first named to his position, he raisedthe possibility of bringing the dispatchers into the same space,” saidChief Caraway. “I told him that was an excellent idea and that I had

Kenner Police, Fire Departments come up with anew, cooperative way to handle emergency calls

continued on page 27
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By ALLAN KATZ

Kenner Finance Director DukeMcConnell says a decision by Mayor PhilCapitano and the city council to raise thecity’s “rainy day” fund two years ago paidmajor dividends in the wake of Hurricane

Katrina.
“With perfect hindsight, it’s clear thatwas a great decision,” said McConnell.“If our ‘rainy day’ fund remained at thelow levels of the past, we would have hada major fiscal problem during theHurricane Katrina aftermath. Most likely,

we would have been forced to layoff per-sonnel and limit some of the cleanupefforts that made such a big difference inclearing the streets of storm debris rightafter Katrina hit.”
Shortly after taking office, MayorCapitano said he thought the “rainy day”fund was not adequate to fund the cost ofemergencies, such as hurricanes, andasked to increase it to $7.5 million. That$7.5 million was later reduced to $4.6million due to extra allocations primarilyto the police department. Those fundsmade it possible for Kenner, unlike otherSouth Louisiana cities impacted byKatrina, to offer a full range of emer-gency cleanup services while keeping allthe city employees on the payroll.“There’s a great lesson in this for allof us,” said McConnell. “In the environ-ment we live in here in South Louisiana,the danger of a disaster is never far away,although we pray it will be many yearsbefore we again see anything likeHurricane Katrina. We need to be pre-pared for the worst. Mayor Capitano wasright and the city council did the rightthing in backing his proposal.” ★

In September, the Kenner Star celebratedthe beginning of its fifteenth year of publica-tion in Louisiana’s sixth largest city by mak-ing the jump to cyberspace. The paper’s newsite, found at www.kennerstar.com, will fea-ture a printable online version of the currentmonth’s edition, digitally archived copies ofback issues, and writer profiles, among otheritems of interest.
Newspaper publisher Troy Broussardexplained that he hopes the new website willallow even more people to catch up on eventsin Kenner.

“Former city residents, and others wholive outside of Kenner, often ask me howthey can begin receiving the Star or get infor-mation and stories from past issues.Beginning this month, the answer to bothquestions is simple – all that they have to dois log on.”
Broussard adds that www.kennerstar.comwill also provide a list of over 100 high-traf-fic locations where non-residents can findhard copies of the paper.

Candy Lovitt, managing editor of theKenner Star, said that she is very pleasedwith the final product that web designer TCBComputers and Networking has put together.
continued on page 19

Kenner Star entersfifteenth year bylaunching website 

By ALLAN KATZ

K e v i n
Delahoussaye,
an assistant
vice president
at Hibernia
Bank, has
announced that
he will seek
the District 4
City Council
seat in the
2006 elections.
The District 4seat is currently held by Michele Braniganwho is prevented by term limits from seek-ing a fourth term in that office.

Delahoussaye said, “I have alwaysbelieved in community service as one of the

Kevin Delahoussayeannounces he’ll runfor District 4 councilseat that will bevacant in 2006 

continued on page 28

$4.6 million in rainy day fund saves the day for Kenner
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Job fair
considered

a success

By ALLAN KATZ

Hurricane Katrina broke some win-dows at the Treasure Chest Casino, butwasn’t able to budge the securely tied-down gaming boat. After prompt repairs,the Treasure Chest is back in business.“Katrina was the first hurricane wherewe didn’t allow any of our crew to ride outthe storm on the boat,” said Rob Stillwell,vice president for Communications atBoyd Gaming, owners of the TreasureChest. Reached in Las Vegas, Stillwellsaid, “We were very respectful of aCategory 4 hurricane. As it turned out, wewere extremely fortunate in suffering onlybroken windows. The storm didn’t budgethe Treasure Chest, thank goodness.”With the damages repaired, theTreasure Chest has re-opened for business.About half of the gaming vessel’s 1,030employees have returned. The TreasureChest is open daily from noon to 3:00 a.m.

Treasure Chest Casino
suffers only minor 
damage, re-opens and
enjoys good response
from customers

continued on page 19

Kevin Delahoussaye

A job fair on October 25 sponsored by the city of Kennerresulted in 75 employers attending with more than 600would-be employees registering.Companies hiring includedRadio Shack, Wal-Mart,Enterprise Car Rental, BigWheel Novelties, Taco Tico andWing Zone. “The event wassuch a success that we will definitely host another soon,”said Mayor Phil Capitano.

The city of Kenner has filed suitagainst Waste Management, their con-tracted automated garbage collectioncompany, for their continued failure tocollect garbage following HurricaneKatrina. In 1999, Waste Management wasthe successful bidder for the garbage col-

lection contract for the city. “In its requestfor proposals, Kenner specificallyrequested that all bidders incorporate intotheir proposal a contingency plan for‘Storms and Other Disasters.’ To date,we have yet to see this plan. I have

Garbage and debris collection problems addressed

continued on page 32

Kenner citizens, business communitybounce back from Katrina

By ALLAN KATZ

Mayor Phil Capitano says theresilience of Kenner residents and thebusiness community has enabled thecity to bounce back from the wrath of

Hurricane Katrina more quickly thanany other community in the Metro area.“I think that many of us who chooseto live in South Louisiana have an innerstrength that motivates us and enables
continued on page 32
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The royalty of Zulu and Argus will toastthe kickoff of Fat Tuesday’s celebration onMonday, February 7 at 1:30 p.m. inKenner’s historic Rivertown. The king andqueen of Argus are Tommy Cvitanovichand Kaitlin Mary Pastorek. Isaac SpencerWheeler and Cheryln Gilbert Wheeler areZulu’s King and Queen.

The festivities begin on WilliamsBoulevard between the railroad tracks andthe river at 10:00 a.m. with free admissionto the Treasure Chest Casino Mardi GrasMuseum (including Mardi Gras beadworkdemonstrations by Larry Bannock), con-tests and prizes, street performers, food,and music by Off the Record DJ Mike

Tiefer. At 1:00 p.m., the kings and queensof Argus and Zulu will lead a second lineand mini-parade to LaSalle’s Landing forthe annual toast before their departure todowntown New Orleans’ Lundi Gras festiv-ities. Mayor Capitano will present a key tothe city to the royalty of both krewes.The street parade will include severalmini-floats, Mardi Mouse, Gator Gras,Dwaino the Clown and Lilly the Mime. Hotdogs, popcorn, cotton candy and soft drinkswill be available.
The Treasure Chest Casino Mardi GrasMuseum is located at 415 WilliamsBouldevard. For more information aboutLundi Gras call 468-7293. ★

Zulu, Argus And Street Party Highlight Kenner Lundi Gras

By ALLAN KATZ

Although Bissonet Plaza ElementarySchool is located in Metairie, its districtextends to the Kenner neighborhoodsnear Armstrong International Airport.That means some 175 Kenner children

get to attend one of the finest elementaryschools in Louisiana.
Bissonet Plaza is a school where nineof every 10 students pass the LEAP test,where an experienced faculty works joy-ously and finds time to give one-on-one

175 Fortunate Kenner Kids AttendBissonet Plaza Elementary School

By ALLAN KATZ

The Kenner City Council has unani-mously approved an ordinance that sets uprandom drug tests for all volunteers help-ing out at any city facilities, includingplaygrounds, museums, libraries and CityHall.
The ordinance was authored by newly-elected District 5 Councilman KentDenapolis. Denapolis, a long-time volun-teer himself at Kenner playgrounds, saidthat besides the support of his fellow coun-cilpersons, he has received a lot of positivefeedback from current volunteers, coachesand parents.
“I’ve been very pleased that manylong-time volunteers appreciate the factthat this not a slap at anyone nor an infer-ence of drug use,” said Denapolis. “I thinkwe have a core of the best volunteers inKenner that can be found anywhere. Myexperience with other volunteers hasalways been excellent. I just think that weneed to guard against every adverse possi-bility. My hope is that this ordinance willbe one more reason for persons who haveaspirations to be volunteers with the city,but are battling substance abuse problems,to seek help.”

The city of Kenner currently doesbackground checks on all persons whoseek to become volunteers at city facilities.This ordinance addressing volunteerswould mirror the current “zero tolerance”continued on page 26

continued on page 8

All Volunteers 
At City Facilities
Subject To Random
Drug Tests

Long-awaited public hearings on a pro-posed new runway at ArmstrongInternational Airport have been delayed fora second time by the Federal AviationAdministration.
An FAA spokesperson said the hearingswill probably be held in April or May butno specific dates have been selected.Hearings held in New Orleans, Kenner andSt. Charles Parish. The Kenner hearingswill be held at the Pontchartrain Center.At the center of the hearings will be acontroversial proposal for an additionalnorth-south runway veering through thewetlands of the LaBranche Swamp in St.Charles Parish. The concept of the new run-

By ALLAN KATZ

In the tradition of previous adminis-trations, Mayor Phil Capitano hasreleased his first annual report labeled“Popular Report 2004.” Look for yourcopy inserted inside this edition of theKenner Star.
The annual report borrows its themefrom the new Kenner Planetarium, witha headline that reads, “ExplorationKenner: Charting a Bold New Course.”The report was prepared by the pub-lic relations firm of LeBlanc & Shuster,in consultation with Mayor Capitano,public relations consultant KarenBoudrie and the mayor’s staff.The report contains interesting facts

2004 Annual ReportOn Kenner ProgressAvailable To Public

FAA Postpones
Hearings For Second
Time On Proposed
Airport Runway

continued on page 26

continued on page 26

By ALLAN KATZ

With the resignation of Kenner Councilman-at-largeTerry McCarthy set to take effect on March 31, state offi-cials are expected to set April 2 as the date for an electionto select his successor.
McCarthy served 18 years on the Kenner Council,both as a District 5 councilman and as councilman-at-large. He said he has accepted an offer from JeffersonParish President Aaron Broussard to coordinateJefferson’s program of Senior Citizen Services.“Mr. Broussard tells me that projections call for the

Election Likely April 2 As Councilman-at-LargeTerry McCarthy Resigns

continued on page 24
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Back in 1994, when she was the Councilwoman for

District 3, Jeannie Black said that Kenner’s sewer system

was in shambles and needed a major overhaul. “The old-

est sections of the city’s sewer lines made of terra cotta

pipes were breaking and full of cracks and the newer sec-

tions of PVC pipe were sagging creating major problems

citywide,” said Black.

Around that time, the city applied for and received a

low-interest 2.45 percent loan of $11 million to be used

citywide exclusively for sewer work. District 3 was the

first chosen by the administration to begin city sewer

inspection and repairs because of the enormity of its prob-

lems. Close to $3 million was budgeted to pay for an

extensive examination of the district’s sewer system on

city property. A professional television/video inspection

services company was hired. Following procedure, the

company washed a section of sewer from manhole to man-

hole and the washed section was videoed using a remote-

controlled self-powered tractor. As the line was videoed

and a leak was found the tractor would indicate the dis-

tance from the starting manhole. The general contractor

would then excavate down to the leak and repair it. The

cost of each repair was based on the depth of the repair. If

numerous leaks were found in a line segment an alternate

method of repair was to slipline the entire segment with a

resin fiberglass liner then the repaired line was videoed to

make sure the leak was stopped. The manhole at each end

By ALLAN KATZ

Mayor Ed Muniz is extremely proud

of his administration’s successes and

says that being the mayor of Kenner

has been a wonderful experience.

As he contemplates the first two

years in the mayor’s office, Muniz is

constantly being encouraged to run for

a second term. But he says, “I’m 70

years old and at that age you don’t

make any plans for two years from

now.” Muniz, based on the feedback

he gets from Kenner voters, is confi-

dent that he can be reelected, if he

decides to run. In addition, he has

become good friends and political

allies with Police Chief Steve

Caraway. While he hasn’t discussed

the idea with Caraway, Muniz thinks

that if the police chief was agreeable, a

Muniz-Caraway ticket would be pretty

formidable.
Muniz is very excited about the mil-

lions of dollars in what he believes

was wasteful and excess spending that

his administration has carved from the

Kenner budget. The mayor says his

administration carved out savings of

$1.5 million from all City Hall depart-

ments other than Public Works. Muniz

By ALLAN KATZ

A four percent reduction in crime has

Police Chief Steve Caraway feeling

good about his first two years in office.

“I’m very pleased that our Police

Department has an excellent response

time to emergency calls, we have

launched some aggressive initiatives

against drug dealers and other criminals,

and we have successfully recruited and

retained a 170-member department that

has good morale and lots of enthusiasm

for the work we do,” says Chief

Caraway.

Chief Caraway said that Police

Departments all across the nation are

suffering attrition as young profession-

als opt for fields other than law enforce-

ment and experienced officers take their

retirements. But, he says, not in Kenner.

“We’ve been able to attract outstanding

young people to our department, many

of whom have college or military expe-

rience. Also, a number of our senior

officers who could take their retirements

chose to continue to work because the

environment in Kenner is good and our

successes are fulfilling.”

continued on page 31
continued on page 31

continued on page 30

continued on page 30

Fourteen years after she sounded alarm, Councilwoman Jeannie

Black cheers Mayor Muniz’ plan for sewer upgrades
Hair Styles cosmetologist honored

for volunteer efforts to help

women affected by cancer

Mayor Muniz: I’ve loved the first two years in office

During Chief Caraway's first two years in office crime reduced

Mayor Ed Muniz addresses

the crowd at a recent “Music

at the Lake” free concert in

Laketown sponsored by the

city of Kenner.

Police Chief Steve Caraway

Kenner officials Chief Administrative Officer Mike

Yenni, Public Works Deputy Chief Executive Prat

Reddy and Mayor Muniz visit the Kenner Wastewater

Treatment Plant.
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By ALLAN KATZ

Nancy Hihar, who came to Kenner 35 years ago to open a

hair and beauty salon, has been honored by the American

Cancer Society for her outstanding assistance to help women

stricken with cancer retain their beauty, their pride and their

self-esteem.
Hihar was named “Volunteer of the Year” for her devotion

to the “Look Good, Feel Better” program and another pro-

gram called “Bosom Buddies.” She was also praised for her

willingness to go to the hospitals in the area to help extended

care cancer patients who wanted help with their hair and

makeup.
The award was presented to Hihar by Cheryl Fourcade

who said, “Nancy’s dedication and expertise as a cosmetolo-

gist, but even more as a caring woman, has helped many

women with mild to extreme hair loss cope with the chal-

lenges that occur from this often-debilitating condition. Even

more important, Nancy has been a great resource for women

Kenner Star

CELEBRATES 16th YEAR

see story page 9

By ALLAN KATZ

When Scott Zimmerman opened his business in

Kenner 10 years ago, it was the result of careful thought

and planning.
“It was obvious to me that the Kenner economy was

going to grow,” said Zimmerman, who has been in the

tires and automotive business for 30 years. “And I really

liked the way that although Kenner has a population of

70,000, there is a small-town feel to the community.

Everyone seems to know everyone else. Equally impor-

tant, Kenner is a very family-oriented place. It was exact-

ly the kind of community that I wanted for my business

and my own family.”
Scotty’s offers tires, alignments, brake, cooling system

repair, fuel systems, oil changes and much more.

“My dad used to tell me that I should treat every cus-

tomer just as I would want to be treated,” says

Zimmerman, “and I really believe in that. I don’t just want

to provide customer service. I want to earn customer loy-

alty and I know that to do that, I have to be willing to go

the extra mile for my customers. I do that every day.”

Zimmerman says his seven employees also share the

credit for his successes. “We have customers who come to

us from New Orleans, the West Bank, Metairie, the north

shore and the River Parishes because they know that we

take pride in our work and we treat everyone who comes

in here with dignity and respect,” he says.

Zimmerman is a graduate of St. Christopher’s,

Rummel High School and attended Southeastern

Louisiana University. He, his wife Stephanie and son,

Scott, Jr., reside in Kenner.

Scotty’s Tire and Automotive

has set a high standard for

Kenner during the last decade
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Macy’s has announced Saturday,

October 25, 2008 as the grand
opening

date for two New Orleans store
s, Macy’s

at The Esplanade mall and Macy’s

Lakeside Shopping Center.
Elizabeth

Johnson-Cuthrell has been name
d general

manager of Macy’s at The Espl
anade and

Brian Williams will hold the s
ame posi-

tion at the Lakeside store.
“This is a day we have been wai

ting for

since I became mayor,” Mayor
Ed Muniz

said. “Hardly a day goes by tha
t a citizen

doesn’t ask ‘When is Macy’s re
opening?’

Macy’s is an important ancho
r at The

Esplanade and it will be a draw
for sever-

al other significant retailers. I
look for

The Esplanade to usher in a re
naissance

that will benefit our city for
years to

come.”
To celebrate both openings Mac

y’s will

hold a cocktail gala to benefit The

NOCCA Institute (New Orleans Center

for Creative Arts) on Friday Oc
tober 24,

2008. Macy’s return to New Or
leans will

coincide with the iconic department

store’s 150th birthday celebration.

Macy’s will be celebrating this
milestone

with star-studded festivities, fashion

shows, personal appearances an
d more.

Macy’s, the largest retail br
and of

Macy’s, Inc., delivers fashion a
nd afford-

able luxury to customers at more
than 800

locations in 45 states, the D
istrict of

Columbia, Puerto Rico and Guam.

Offering distinctive assortment
s, includ-

ing exclusive fashion and hom
e brands,

Macy’s stores are operated
by four

regionally based retail divisions
– Macy’s

Central, Macy’s East, Macy’s
Florida,

and Macy’s West –and an onlin
e store at

www.macys.com. Macy’s Centr
al, based

inAtlanta, operates 239 stores in
18 states

across the South, Southwest and

Midwest, including the stores
located in

Kenner and Metairie.★

Macy’s sets October grand open
ing date

By ALLAN KATZ

Lucille Lawrence
Yenni, 90, who died
August 10, was
mourned through-
out the city of
Kenner and
Jefferson Parish.
The widow of Joe
Yenni, who served as mayor o

f Kenner

and president of Jefferson Parish,

“Miss Lucille” was long reg
arded as

Kenner and Jefferson Parish’s First

Lady. However, “Miss Luci
lle” was

famed in Kenner and Jefferson for

more than her role in politics.
She had

a long career from the 1940s u
ntil 1970

as a reading and physical e
ducation

teacher. “I have been told ma
ny times

that my mother was one of the
best PE

teacher in Jefferson Parish,”
says her

daughter, Peggy Yenni, herself a

teacher at Bonnabel High
School.

“People tell me all the time
that my

mother had an incredible rapp
ort with

her students and often becam
e a men-

tor, confidante, friend and ch
eerleader

for any student needing extra
care and

concern.”
While Miss Lucille touched th

e lives

of thousands of students over
25 years,

many went on to become i
mportant

Jefferson Parish leaders, like
current

Jefferson Parish Councilman
(and for-

mer parish school superinten
dent and

school board member) Elton
Lagasse.

Lagasse tells of how Miss Lu
cille saw

something special in him at a time

when he seemed to be an ordin
ary high

school student and how she b
ecame a

mentor to him and many other
s, urging

them on throughout their adult yea
rs.

In that vein, Miss Lucille prov
ed to be

an instrumental force in the ele
ctions to

office of Tim Coulon, Ed Muniz and

Paul Connick.
“The real point is that long

before

Joe Yenni and the Yenni family
became

synonymous with reform politics in

Kenner and Jefferson Parish, t
he Yenni

family was enmeshed in Jefferson

“Miss Lucille”
Yenni mourned
in Kenner and
throughout
Jefferson Parish

Kenner Planning and Zoning D
irector

Jay Hebert recently announced
that the

owner of The Esplanade mall ha
s submit-

ted an application for approval b
y the city

of a Planned Unit Developme
nt (PUD)

that would allow for the constru
ction of a

49,000-square-foot stadium sty
le motion

picture theater complex along
the west

side of the mall.
The development would be calle

d “The

Grand” theaters and the plans c
all for its

location to be north of the
existing

Goodyear Car Center on The E
splanade

mall property.
The mall’s PUD layout requires an

amendment to include the the
ater com-

plex but before approval can be
given for

the project by Kenner’s Planning

Department, Hebert said, the
proposal

must go through a public hearin
g process

with final approval by the Ke
nner City

Council.
Developer of the project is S

outhern

Theatres of New Orleans, a bu
siness of

the Solomon Family, longtime m
ovie the-

ater owners and developers
in New

Orleans and Jefferson Parish.

Southern Theatres spokesman
George

Solomon said the complex wil
l have 14

theaters with stadium seating arrange-

ments and a total seating ca
pacity of

2,400 persons.
Solomon said the project w

ill cost

about $10 million and the targe
ted com-

pletion date is Memorial Da
y, 2009.

Principal funding is coming fr
om a Go

Alumni, city officials and area
histori-

ans assembled at the old Kenne
r High on

August 16, 2008 to formally un
veil a his-

torical marker acknowledging th
e school’s

placement on the National R
egister of

Historic Places. Kenner High,
opening in

1924, was the first school in K
enner and

offered first through 12
th grade classes.

The last high school senior clas
s graduat-

ed in 1955 and the school then
became a

junior high, closing in 1996.

Kenner High historical

marker in place

Second Chateau Café opens in Kenner, first is here to stay

By ALLAN KATZ

Scott Korndorffer, a young K
enner

entrepreneur, founded the first

Chateau Café 14 years ago
at 3501

Chateau Boulevard in the s
hopping

center located at the corner
of West

Esplanade Avenue, offering p
remium

coffee, pastries and a variety o
f soups,

salads and sandwiches.
Today, besides his first loc

ation

which is still at 3501 Chateau

Boulevard, Korndorffer ha
s three

other Chateau Cafés, includin
g a new

second location in Kenner, one in

Lakeview and another in the J
efferson

Parish East Bank Regional
Library.

The other Chateau Cafés are lo
cated at

139 Robert E. Lee Boulevard
across

the street from Mount Carmel
in New

Orleans, 4747 West Napoleon
Avenue

in Metairie and the latest Ken
ner edi-

tion which offers a drive-thru
, at 701

West Esplanade across from the

Kenner library.
“I knew from the beginning in

1994

that I had a great location in K
enner,”

said Korndorffer, now in his l
ate 30s.

“I had in mind a south Louisia
na-type

café where people wouldn’t ju
st come

for the coffee but also for l
unch or

dinner. The idea is really more
reflec-

tive of our local culture where
the cof-

fee is great but it’s just par
t of the

experience. From the very start, I

made sure we had an enticing
variety

of pastries, such as cinnamo
n rolls,

cakes and petit fors, all baked
daily at

continued on page 31

continued on page 31

continued on page 31

continued on page 30

Plans filed for theater complex at T
he Esplanade mall

Artist’s concept of The Grand entrance
Kenner officials unveil historic marker.

Lucille Yenni

Chateau Café adds additional location
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By ALLAN KATZ

Raging winds during Hurricane Katrina tore the roofs
off of several buildings in Rivertown but most of the dam-
age has now been repaired and only two museums are still
closed.

Director of Community Services Mary - S h a r o n
Howland said only the Wildlife and Fisheries Museum and
the Freeport McMoRan Science Center are still in the midst
of repairs. The Toy Train Museum will reopen in October.
Up and running are Kenner Heritage Park, including St.
Mary’s Church, the Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema,
the Science Center, Children’s Castle, Rivertown Repertory
Theater, the Mardi Gras Museum and the Saints Hall of

By TROY BROUSSARD

On October 1, Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner (OMC-K) became the newest mem-
ber of the Ochsner Health System, a non-
profit organization, which already boasts
three acute care hospitals and 25 clinics as
part of a network that extends across south-
east Louisiana. OMC-K, formerly known as
Kenner Regional Medical Center, currently
exists as a 203-bed acute care hospital
whose services includes a full-service E.D.,
a surgery department, hyperbaric medicine
and wound care, oncology services, cardiol-
ogy program and advanced orthopedic serv-
ices.

“It’s been a complex process, and we’ve
had numerous teams at work on both the
legal and functional aspects of the acquisi-
tion since July,” said Dr. Patrick Quinlan,

chief executive officer of Ochsner Health
System. “Our goal is to get off to a good
start and to make this a smooth transition for
all of our employees and patients.”

L. René Goux, former market vice pres-
ident of the NOLA Regional Health
N e t work operated by Tenet Healthcare
Corporation, said that he was very pleased
with how Ochsner and Tenet worked togeth-
er on the transition.

“We had over 20 integration teams made
up of both Tenet and Ochsner employees
who have worked closely to facilitate the
transition. Employees on both sides have
been dedicated to the process and their opti-
mism has made a smooth transition.” Goux,
who is presently a senior vice-president for
the Ochsner Health System, said that he
believes Ochsner’s presence in Kenner will
be good for the city and the region.

“Ochsner has a strong commitment to
expanding health care in this market, and
when you combine excellent employees and
physicians with a non-profit organization
like Ochsner, it’s easy to see that the city
will be well served by the new Ochsner
Medical Center-Kenner,” Goux said.

Officials at Ochsner said that short term
goals for the hospital include expanding the
number of hospital beds as needed, as well
as consulting the hospital’s existing staff for
ideas about how the hospital can grow in the
future.

“The Ochsner team is united around the
simple, laudable goal of making health care
in Kenner and at Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner as good as it can be. We look forward
to meeting with the both the city and com-
munity leadership to begin a long and sup-
portive relationship,” said Dr. Quinlan. �

KRMC now Ochsner Medical Center -Kenner 

continued on page 34

By ALLAN KATZ

It has long been apparent to those who
use it that Power Boulevard from Vintage
to West Esplanade was in need of a major
overhaul and significant improvements.

In addition to being unable to handle
increased volumes of traffic, the drainage
system originally built into Powe r
Boulevard had long since failed. Right
hand lanes on both sides of the street
flooded during and after rainstorms, mak-
ing attempts to turn hazardous.

Now, a $900,000 resurfacing of Power
from Vintage to West Esplanade is about to
begin. The improved new surface will also
be complimented by a new drainage sys-
tem that should restore right hand lanes to
safe use, even during and immediately
after rainstorms.

The catalyst for these changes is
Councilwoman at Large Jeannie Black.
She was elected to the at Large position in
2006, but before that represented District 3
on the council, which includes the

At last, Power Boulevard from Vintage
to West Esplanade gets resurfacing,
major drainage improvements

Rivertown bouncing back from Katrina
damage, looking ahead to banner 2007

continued on page 34

Mayor Ed Muniz recently announced
that the state has agreed to pay for the city’s
10 percent match – which amounts to about
$13,000 a week – for continued hurricane
debris pickup on public rights of way in the
residential areas of Kenner.

Since Hurricane Katrina hit last year,
FEMA has covered the entire cost of picking
up Hurricane Katrina debris in residential
areas throughout the state but the city was to
start paying ten percent starting August 29,
2006.

FEMA extended its participation in
funding through the end of the year, but
starting in September FEMA had reduced

its share to 90 percent of the cost of debris
pick-up in Kenner and nearby communities,
although FEMA has and will continue to
pay 100 percent of the cost in other storm-
affected areas.

Kenner elected to pay its portion of the
match mandated by FEMA for one month
through the end of September of 2006, but
asked the state to assume the city’s share
until the end of the year.

Muniz said the official word came by
telephone on September 27 from Dr. Jimmy
Clarke, chief of staff for Gov. Kathleen
Blanco, that the state will pay the 10 percent

Kenner’s share of storm debris
pick-up to be paid by the state

continued on page 34

City to sponsor
Halloween bash

On Sunday, October 29, 2006, from 5:30 p.m. until
8:00 p.m., the city of Kenner will sponsor a Halloween
bash in Rivertown. The event will feature games, food and
fun along with a costume contest.

The cost is $3 for adults and $1 for
children 12 and under. All laser
shows will be discounted to $2 per
person. The Kenner Planetarium
and MegaDome Cinema will also
present “Frite Lite,” a “monster”
of a show presented in a 20
minute condensed presentation
packed with Halloween themed
music and laser graphics. �
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Community

Kenner residents are enjoying 
participating in a Gulf Coast Bank 
summertime auction that benefits more 
than 300 charities.

“We’ve been doing this since 2008 
and this year, we’re hoping to raise 
$100,000 for a wide variety of good 
causes,” says Brian Behlar, branch 
manager of the Gulf Coast office in 
Kenner at 3410 Williams Boulevard. 
The auction is set to start on August 
1. He says the idea for the auction 
began with Gulf Coast President and 
Chief Executive Officer Guy Williams 

who thought that August would be the 
ideal slowed-down time for an auction 
to benefit a wide variety of charities 
while giving participants a chance to 
win some fun prizes, from a dinner for 
ten at Acme Oyster House to a football 
signed by Archie Manning. The Gulf 
Coast branch on Williams Boulevard 
is one of 15 Gulf Coast branches that 
are displaying some of the items being 
auctioned off.

“It’s a silent auction that 
features hotel stays, vacations, 
sports memorabilia, fishing trips and 

Gulf Coast Bank creates a summertime auction that benefits more than 300 charitable causes
BY ALLAN KATZ

collectibles,” says Behlar. “We hope 
that you’ll stop by our branch or any of 
the other Gulf Coast branches to see if 
we have any items being auctioned off 
that seem like a fun idea for you.”

The donors of the prizes get to say 
which charity will benefit from the sale 
of a particular item if it is successfully 
auctioned off. In some instances, 
charities put forth items to be auctioned 
off with the proceeds going back to the 
charitable organization.

In its first year, Behlar says, the 
auction raised $50,000 for more than 

100 local, regional and national charities 
and schools. The last two years, the 
auction has raised more than $60,000 
annually. Behlar says the feeling is that 
with increased interest and participation, 
the auction might produce as much as 
$100,000 for a very diverse group of 
charities.

Participants can bid on some items 
online at auctionsinaugust.com. The 
auction is open to everyone, customers, 
non-customers and bank employees. “We 
have some great prizes,” says Behlar. 
“It’s a lot of fun and some wonderful 
causes are the real beneficiaries. If you 
want more information, you can call us 
at 565-3654.” 

A 10-foot wooden pirogue with auction 
proceeds benefiting the New Orleans Oral 
School and an NFL regulation football signed 
by former Saints quarterback Archie Manning 
(charity TBD) are just two of the many items 
in Gulf Coast Bank’s charity auction to be held 
during the month of August at each branch 
and online.

The Jefferson Parish Library 
recently acquired ten laptop computers 
from the state library of Louisiana. These 
computers are specifically intended 
for use outside the library over a three 
day period and under stated library 
guidelines. The laptops are at the East 
Bank Regional, West Bank Regional, 
North Kenner and Old Metairie libraries.

The guidelines are listed below for 
laptop borrowers.

Laptop borrowers must be over the 
age of 18 and must be cardholders of 
the Jefferson Parish Library. Borrowers 
must be residents of Jefferson Parish. 
Reciprocity with New Orleans Parish 
does not apply. Laptop borrowers 
must have a cardholder record in good 
standing (i.e., no overdue books, no 
outstanding fines) and must agree to the 
terms of checkout by signing a library 
laptop checkout agreement. Borrowers 
must present a valid library card and a 
valid Louisiana driver’s license or other 
valid Louisiana identification card at the 
time of checkout.

Laptops are available on a first-
come, first-served basis and cannot be 

reserved ahead of time. Each borrower 
may only checkout one laptop at a time 
for a period of three days and it is not 
renewable. Laptop borrowers bear the 
responsibility for damage to the laptop 
due to neglect, abuse, loss or physical 
damage and may not install any software 
on the laptops. Laptop borrowers may 
not alter, delete or copy any software 
loaded on the laptop, or otherwise 
change its existing software or hardware 
configuration. Laptop borrowers 
wishing to save files they have created 
must save them to a disk, USB drive, etc. 
Any documents saved on the laptop will 
be lost when the laptop is logged off or 
shutdown. The laptops must be returned 
to the library on the due date at least 30 
minutes before closing and are not to be 
put in the book drop or overnight drop 
box. They must be returned to a staff 
member who will check to make sure 
all items are returned intact. If laptops 
are not returned on time, a fine of $25 
per hour will be assessed after the third 
day. If laptops are lost, damaged or 
stolen borrowers are responsible for the 
replacement cost of $1,500. 

Jefferson Parish Library announces new 
laptops available for three day checkout

Lost Your CooL?

Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte,
Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

Let us help you and your car cool off!

  
   

    
     

    
    

     
   

      
   

  

    
     

 

    
 

2220 Airline Drive, Kenner  •  466-1381
Automatic Transmission, Inc.    Dennis Automotive

Over 30 years of honest customer service
Professional technicians

Family owned and operated since 1976

SERVICES
Transmission, A/C Service, Electronics, 

Brake Systems, Tune-Ups, 
Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End

Hair Styles Unlimited
Salon & Spa

3635 Florida Ave • Kenner, LA
504 464 5949

Intro Coupon
$25 Dry Manicure

and Shellac 2-3
Week Polish

Offer expires 08/30/2011
Specializing in hair restoration, 

extensions, and alternative hair.

www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com 
Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977

We Guarantee Your Nails
Will Be Beautiful for 2-3 Weeks

No smudging, peeling, or
chipping polish.

One Minute dry time.
That’s Shellac Polish
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CLASS &
MILITARY RINGS

WeddING &
eNGAGeMeNT

GeMSToNe &
dIAMoNd RINGS

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com

Back row: Kenny, Brandon, Joshua, Roy
Front row: Scott, Corwin, Ryan, Scott

Please present coupon at time of payment.

Purchase of $150 to $250 Purchase of $250 and upExpires 7/ 31/11

Beach TRAVELING $AVINGSBeach TRAVELING $AVINGS

K e n n e r ’ s 
sewer capital 
i m p r o v e m e n t 

program continues to move ahead as we 
follow our sewer overflow corrective 
action plan to address sewer system 
overflows cited in August, 2009, by the 
Louisiana Department of Environmental 
Quality.

My last report to the public was in 
January, 2011, and the latest progress is 
as follows:

The $64.43 million dollar sewer 
capital improvement program scheduled 
to be complete in 2014 is split into four 
funding sources. They include $4 million 
in city capital funds, $22 million in 
Louisiana Department of Environmental 
Quality state revolving loan funds, $6.43 
million in community development block 
grants and $32 million in municipal 
bonds. They are in various phases of 
planning, design, under construction or 
construction completed.

On March 3, 2011, the Kenner City 
Council passed a resolution to move 
forward with procuring $32 million in 
municipal bonds to fund the remaining 

projects in the sewer capital improvement 
program.

The City Council approved a service 
fee increase on November 4, 2010 to 
raise an additional but not to exceed $35 
million in funding through city sewer 
district bonds to fund the sewer projects 
and fully comply and complete the 
LDEQ compliance order and corrective 
action plan.

The three LDEQ loan projects to 
begin construction by August 2011 to 
be completed by February, 2012, are 
the Montrachet Drive lift station and 
force main along with 20 generators for 
sewer infrastructure. Remaining projects 
include the West Stanford Place and 
West Loyola Drive force main which 
are expected to begin the design phase 
in September, 2011, with construction 
in March, 2012, and a completion date 
set for October 2012. Other projects 
remaining are the wastewater treatment 
plant improvements and an effluent pump 
station feasibility study to determine 
and recommend options to improve the 
Kenner Wastewater Treatment Plant 

Sewer infrastructure 
improvements status update
BY PRAT P. REDDY

Kenner Deputy C.A.O. Public Works

continued on page 29
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Before

After After

Before

Convert existing tub
into a shower

Replace existing tub 
with a shower stall

www.step-n-shower.com
Accepts MedicAid

Tear or 
rupture of the 
biceps tendon 
at the elbow 
is a fairly 

common injury. The biceps muscle 
lies superficially in the anterior aspect 
or front of the arm. It originates in the 
shoulder and inserts on the radius just 
below the elbow and functions to flex 
or bend the elbow and supinate or rotate 
the forearm. Biceps tendon tears occur 
most commonly in males aged 40 to 60 
years in the dominant arm. Mechanism 
of injury is usually forced extension of 
a flexed elbow resulting in an eccentric 
contraction of the biceps muscle and 
avulsion of the tendon from its insertion 
on the tuberosity of the radius.

Diagnosis of a biceps tendon 
rupture can be made with a careful 
history, physical examination and 
radiographic studies. Patients 
commonly report a forced extension 
injury to a flexed elbow resulting in 
a sharp pop or tearing sensation and 
immediate onset of pain in the anterior 
elbow. Pain typically resolves in a few 

days. Physical examination usually 
shows an obvious deformity of the 
biceps muscle as it retracts superiorly 
in the arm. Tenderness is noted over the 
anterior elbow and a palpable defect is 
usually present. Swelling and bruising 
are commonly seen over the front of the 
elbow. Muscle weakness in supination 
and to a lesser extent in flexion is found. 
Plain radiographs (X-rays) are usually 
normal. A magnetic resonance imaging 
(MRI) scan of the elbow is often 
unnecessary to diagnose a complete 
biceps tendon tear but may be helpful in 
the diagnosis of a partial tendon tear.

Treatment of a complete biceps 
tendon tear is either surgical or 
nonsurgical. Nonsurgical treatment 
is reserved only for older, less active 
patients who do not require full strength 
in their arm. Surgical repair can be 
performed as an outpatient using a 
variety of techniques. Surgery involves 
reattachment of the torn tendon to the 
radius through one or two incisions with 
fixation using suture anchors or suture 
through bone tunnels. In patients in 

Biceps tendon tear: A 
common elbow injury
BY THOMAS R. LYONS, M.D.

continued on page 26468-9125

That’s the number of households that receive the Kenner 
Star newspaper FREE in the mail each month. 

Want to reach those people?

Call uS to advERtiSE!
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Airport

6900 Veterans Blvd.
Matairie Louisiana 70003

www.dealndougs.com

Hours of Operation:
Mon - Fri: 9am - 8pm
Saturday: 9am - 8pm

Sunday: Closed

To quote a 
recent headline 
in the local 
media, “Tourists 

are flocking to New Orleans.” The 
return of tourists to the city is a 
welcomed sign that recovery from 
all of the natural and man-made 
disasters the city has survived is not 
only underway but is accelerating. 
Many of these tourists fly into the city 
using Louis Armstrong New Orleans 
International Airport, a fact I believe 
is reflected in our increased passenger 
loads. Officials in the city that track 
tourism numbers state there has been 
a nearly 20 percent increase in tourism 
this year in New Orleans, as compared 
to last year. Looking at our most 
current air service data from April of 
this year, we see that our deplanements 
(passengers disembarking the 
aircraft) for the month compared to 
April of last year show a continued 
increase in tourists as well. There 
were 391,359 deplanements, up 2.4 
percent since 2010. Enplanements 
(passengers boarding the aircraft) 
were 384,027, up 7.1 percent. This 
resulted in a combined total of 
775,386 and an average increase of 
4.7 percent. The total seat counts for 
the month compared to April 2010 
were up 8.3 percent with 16,013 
seats. Finally, the 2011 year to date 
air service data for the first four 
months of the year show that Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International 
Airport was up 7.5 percent with a 
combined total of enplanements and 
deplanements of nearly three million 
passengers. This increase in passenger 
traffic is definitely a boon to the 
tourism and hospitality industry in our 
region. Looking ahead, we have every 
reason to believe that the growth in 
passenger traffic will continue as we 
add new service scheduled to begin 
later this year. Southwest Airlines 
will be increasing its service to two 
destinations when it expands frequency 
to three daily non-stop flights to 
Nashville and Baltimore-Washington 
on October 3. These additional flights 
should provide the flying public with 
increased travel flexibility.

On the financial front, I am happy to 
report that Fitch Ratings and Standard 
and Poor’s have revised their ratings 
on the New Orleans Aviation Board 
bonds. Fitch Ratings has affirmed 
the ‘A-’ ratings on approximately 
$134,895 million outstanding New 

Orleans Aviation Board (NOAB) 
parity revenue bonds (Passenger 
Facility Charge [PFC] Projects) series 
2010 and series 2007. Their rating 
outlook is revised to stable from 
negative. Standard and Poor’s Ratings 
Services has also raised its underlying 
rating (SPUR) on the NOAB’s general 
airport revenue bonds (GARBs) to ‘A-’ 
from ‘BBB+’ issued for Armstrong 
International Airport. At the same 
time, Standard and Poor’s affirmed its 
‘A-’ SPUR on NOAB’s stand-alone 
PFC revenue bonds. Their outlook was 
stable as well. Fitch stated the stable 
outlook reflects stabilizing trends in 
airport enplanements at Armstrong 
International and PFC cash flow as 
well as the alleviated concerns that 
leveraging, associated with the series 
2010 PFC issuance and potentially 
lower PFC fund balances, would 
limit financial protections for the PFC 
revenue stream. Enplanements from 
2009 to 2010 increased by five percent 
and in 2010 enplanements totaled 4.1 
million. Standard and Poor’s concurs 
on the stability factor and said the 
upgrade on the GARBs reflects what 
they view as continued stability and 
growth in passenger traffic since 
Hurricane Katrina, a strong liquidity 
position and good debt service 
coverage. As has previously been 
reported, the airport experienced large 
declines in enplanements in 2005 and 
2006 after the hurricane.

The increase in air passenger 
traffic and bond rating upgrades 
indicates that the traveling public 
and the financial sector believe that 
New Orleans is back. These are 
signals that we are on the right course 
to overcoming obstacles that have 
hindered our resurgence. 

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of 
aviation for Louis Armstrong New 
Orleans International Airport may 
be reached at director@flymsy.com. 
Check your local listings for the air 
time of the Armstrong International 
Airport 30 minute television program, 
“Airport Alive,” or view it on the 
airport website, www.flymsy.com, 
by clicking on the “Airport Alive” 
link on the “News and Stats” page. 
You can now follow the airport on 
Facebook and Twitter @NO Airport. 
To find out how to be a volunteer at 
the airport, click on “Ambassador” 
on the airport’s website homepage.

Airport numbers continue to soar
BY IFTIKHAR AHMAD
Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
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h REGISTER FOR FALL h
CLASSES:

h Saturdays, August 6, 13, 20, 27 h 
from 10:00am-3:00pm

h Wednesdays, August 10, 17, 24 h 
from 5:00pm-7:00pm

h Dance Company Auditions h 
August 15 & 16

 

h Tap h Pre-School h Ballet

h Mom & Tot h Adult Jazz & Tap  h Pointe 

h Lyrical h Floor Gymnastics  h Hip Hop

h Jazz h Youth Adult Performing Company

h Zumba

701 West Esplanade Avenue
Kenner, Louisiana 70065

465.9590
www.georgyssalonspa.com

Photo usage rights expire: 09/15/12
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GET THE HAIR
YOU LOVE
PERMANENTLY

Choose your style — go stick-straight or simply soften curls — 
with smooth infusion™ retexturizing treatment. Plant oils 
condition hair while organic ylang ylang aroma soothes the 
senses. Book your treatment today!

Find other Aveda locations at 
800.328.0849 or aveda.com.

June 1, 2011 officially marked the 
beginning of hurricane season. The 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) has predicted 
an active hurricane season with six to ten 

hurricanes expected to be named. Being 
prepared will reduce the fear, panic and 
inconvenience that surround a disaster.

Important documents should be in a 
portable, waterproof container. Driver’s 
licenses or personal identification, social 
security cards, proof of residence (deed 
or lease), insurance policies, birth and 
marriage certificates, wills, deeds and 
copies of recent tax returns should be 
stored in it.

Maintain a list of the following items:
Names of special equipment and 

supplies such as insulin, blood glucose 

BY TONY SIMON AND jOHN BULL

Hurricane season and evacuating with proper medications
meters, special types of blood glucose 
meter batteries, blood glucose test strips, 
diabetic needles, hearing aids, oxygen, 
asthma machine and rescue albuterol 
inhaler for asthmatics, especially for 
children.

Current prescription and over the 
counter names and dosages, prescription 
numbers of any medications you regularly 
take.

Names, addresses, phone and fax 
numbers of doctors and pharmacies you 
use.

Detailed information about the 
specifics of your medication regimen, 
especially for diabetics.

One important tip is to have had all of 
your medications filled at one pharmacy 
prior to an evacuation. The process of 
transferring prescriptions will be a lot 
smoother. For example, if you evacuate 
to Shreveport, the Shreveport pharmacist 
might have problems trying to transfer 
all of your medications if you had been 
getting your medications filled at four 
different pharmacies. This is a common 
scenario during hurricane season. Stick to 
one pharmacy to make it easier for you.

People that receive prescriptions 
through mail order pharmacies need to 
understand that they will need to update 
their addresses if they evacuate so the 
mail order pharmacies will know their 
destination address in the event they need 
to refill a prescription. Remember to keep 
their phone number handy. It would be 
wise beforehand to check with your mail 
order pharmacy to eliminate problems 
should you evacuate.

Some health insurance companies 
allow a 90-day supply to be filled for 
generic maintenance medications in 
treatment of diseases such as diabetes 
and hypertension, which could give you 
a larger quantity to evacuate with. Call 
your health insurance company and ask 
whether they will allow a 90-day supply 
for any maintenance medication you are 
prescribed. If so, the next step will to 
ask your doctor for a new prescription 
for a 90-day supply. So, for instance, 
if you currently take 40 milligrams of 
lisinopril every day and the doctor wrote 
your original prescription for 30 tablets, 
the doctor will need to write a new 
prescription for 90 tablets.

If you are a Medicare recipient, your 
red, white, and blue card is not your 
pharmacy card. This card is for hospitals, 
not pharmacies. Your Medicare card for 
the pharmacy should have an emblem 
with a RX symbol. If you don’t have a RX 
card, call Medicare and tell them to mail 
you a new pharmacy insurance card.

Patients on blood thinners such as 
coumadin or warfarin who get their blood 
levels tested weekly or monthly should 
know where to get their blood tested in 
their evacuation area. Call your testing 

facility so they can make arrangements 
for you.

Diabetics should keep their insulin 
as cool as possible. Avoid freezing if 
placed on ice and also avoid direct heat 
and sunlight. A used or unused bottle of 
insulin can be kept at room temperature 
(59 to 86 degrees Fahrenheit) for 28 
days. Discard unrefrigerated insulin after 
28 days. Heat and humidity can damage 
blood glucose meters and test strips. 
Check your blood glucose meter package 
insert for more information during 
unusual heat and humidity. Batteries for 
your blood glucose machines are hard to 
find especially right before and after a 
hurricane. Don’t procrastinate and keep 
some spare batteries. Make sure you wash 
your hands when testing your blood sugar 
to avoid illness and infection. Medications 
should be discarded if they come in 
contact with flood or contaminated water. 
Diabetics with neuropathy of the foot 
should physically look for any nails or 
debris that may have lodged into their feet 
because they may not feel anything. Never 
go without sturdy shoes. Foot wounds 
or infections can develop into serious 
problems. Maintain your meal plan to the 
best of your ability. Being stuck on I-10 
or I-55 for 12 hours with no food is not 
the best place for a diabetic. Keep a jar of 
peanut butter and unsalted crackers and 
water in case you get stuck in traffic.

A diabetic should travel with syringes, 
alcohol swabs, cotton balls and tissues, 
blood glucose meter, blood glucose diary, 
test strips and batteries for the meter, 
quick-acting carbohydrates (glucose 
tablets, orange juice, etc.),long-lasting 
carbohydrates (cheese and crackers) 
and empty hard plastic liquid laundry 
detergent bottles with caps to dispose of 
used diabetic syringes.

Being prepared ahead of time with all 
medications, in the event of an evacuation, 
is the best action to avoid panic and any 
unwanted health issues that could have 
been prevented.

(John Bull Pharmacy pharmacist 
Tony Simon, Pharm D., contributed to this 
column.) 

John Edward Bull, P.D., FASCP, 
R.Ph. is pharmacist-in-charge at John 
Bull Pharmacy, Inc. Since 1980 Bull has 
been sole owner and president of the 
local community pharmacy and is a third 
generation pharmacist in the greater New 
Orleans area. Bull graduated in 1974 
from Northeast Pharmacy School, now 
ULM in Monroe, where he was associate 
professor of community pharmacy and 
has also served in that capacity as well at 
Xavier University in New Orleans for 37 
years. John Bull Pharmacy is located at 
2124 38th Street in Kenner, a half block 
off Williams Boulevard next to the North 
Kenner Park.
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High Summer Utility Bills?
Let the City of Kenner help you save money and 

stay cool this summer.

Kenner Saves Energy

(504) 267-2037
www.KennerSavesEnergy.com

 e City of Kenner is providing free* home 
energy check-ups to Kenner residents.

 ere is a waivable $50 fee for the check-up.  e fee will be completely        
waived if the participant agrees to a simple follow-up survey to assess the 
e�ectiveness of the program.

   e check-up includes:
 Free home energy assessment including infrared
 imaging and a  blower door test.

 Free personalized advice on how to make your
 home more energy e�cient.

 Free energy-saving products, like compact 
 �uorescent light bulbs.

Space is limited. Sign up today!

*

Paid for by an Energy E�ciency and Conservation Block Grant from the U.S. Department of Energy

Open 7 days: M-F 8aM-10pM, sat 8aM-6pM, sun 10aM-6pM
MASSAGEenVy.COM | FranChises aVailable

*See center  for  det a i ls .  ©2010 Massage Envy Franch is ing ,  LLC .

Introductory 
1-hour 
MASSAGE SESSIon*

$

Give the Gift of WeLLNeSS.

For , massage is 
why i still love school days.

(504) 496-9000

OPEN 7 DAYS: M-F 8AM-10PM, SAT 8AM-6PM, SUN 10AM-6PM

39

KEnnEr
819 W. Esplanade Ave., Ste B

corner of chateau with Walgreens

Open 7 days: M-F 8aM-10pM, sat 8aM-6pM, sun 10aM-6pM
MASSAGEenVy.COM | FranChises aVailable

*See center  for  det a i ls .  ©2010 Massage Envy Franch is ing ,  LLC .

Introductory 
1-hour 
MASSAGE SESSIon*

$

Give the Gift of WeLLNeSS.

For , massage is 
why i still love school days.

(504) 496-9000

OPEN 7 DAYS: M-F 8AM-10PM, SAT 8AM-6PM, SUN 10AM-6PM

39

KEnnEr
819 W. Esplanade Ave., Ste B

corner of chateau with Walgreens

KENNER • SPA
819 W. EsplanadE avE., suitE B

CornEr of ChatEau By rEginElli’s
(504) 496-9000

Over the past 
year, the Kenner 
Convention and 
Visitors Bureau 

has been busy redesigning our brand. 
We are officially announcing our new 
logo and new website along with our 
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube account.

We are very excited about our 
new look and our venture into social 
networking. Participating in this new 
wave of Internet marketing is essential 
in today’s marketplace. With the KCVB 
joining today’s social media, it will assist 
us in our mission which is “to operate 
as a non-profit Louisiana corporation to 
actively support the growth of tourism 
within the city of Kenner through 
the promotion and marketing of area 
bus inesses 
and all 
c u l t u r a l , 
educational, 
s p e c i a l 
recreational 
a n d 
convention 
facilities for 
the economic benefit of the community 
and the enjoyment of residents and 
visitors.”

Our new website is www.kennercvb.
com. Initially our user-friendly, 
informative site will be for visitors 
only, providing information on where 
visitors can stay and how to enjoy all that 
Kenner has to offer. Member information 
will be coming shortly and we will be 
adding more information as time goes 

on. An event and festival calendar will 
constantly be updated.

To access our Facebook page click 
on the Facebook symbol at the top right 
hand corner of our website to become 
a friend of the KCVB giving you 
access to Kenner and KCVB specials, 
updates, tidbits, etc. We look forward to 
hearing from you on our family-friendly 
Facebook page. Also, as a member of the 
KCVB your business specials will be 
able to be posted. If you would like to 
join the KCVB please contact us at 464-
9494.

To follow us on Twitter click the 
Twitter symbol on our website.

Click on the YouTube symbol to view 
videos of goings on and events in Kenner 
that the KCVB has been instrumental in 

bringing to 
our city.

I look 
forward to 
hearing from 
you with any 
suggestions 
about our 
new website 

with our Facebook, Twitter and YouTube 
links.

See you on the Internet. 
Sharon Solomon is the marketing 

director for the Kenner Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, located at 2100 Third 
Street in Rivertown. Sharon Solomon 
can be reached at 464-9494, via email 
at kennercvb@aol.com or at www.
kennercvb.com.

KCVB launches new website
and new logo
BY SHARON SOLOMON

Community

On July 9, 2011, the Kenner 
Professional Business Association will 
hold its annual charity fundraiser at the 
Exhibition Hall in Kenner’s Rivertown, 
located at 415 Williams Boulevard. 
The event, “Cooking 101,” will be 
held from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. The 
Kenner Food Bank, Angels Place and 
the Metropolitan Center for Women and 
Children, which operates the Battered 
Women’s Program and SARA Center 
(Sexual Assault Recovery Assistance) 
will benefit from the proceeds of the 
KPBA’s charity dinner.

The instructors, Joey and Jeaux 
La Bella, will prepare a full six-course 
meal and demonstrate and entertain on 
the ins and outs of basic culinary skills.

Glazer Wine Distributors will 
provide the wine, selected by a wine 
expert, to pair with each of the six 
courses.

Treasure Chest Casino is the Iron 
Chef top sponsor.

Seating is limited and reservations 
are required. The cost is $40 per person 
or $75 per couple. Raffle tickets will 
be sold for door prizes. For over 25 
years the KPBA has annually donated 
to local charities.

For information, tickets and 
sponsorship opportunities, contact 
KPBA Ways and Means Director Judy 
La Bella at labella1101@cox.net or 
738-0424. 

Six-course charity dinner to be held by KPBA



20  july 2011 - KENNER STR

Government

2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm

Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

The Ice House
2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.

(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm

Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm
469-3503

  
Stop by and try our

 
FOAM BRUSH AUTOMATIC 

CAR WASH

          
We’re your boiling headquarters!

20 pack
Longnecks

bottles

Miller Lite  Bud Lite
Bud            Coors Lite

SUITCASE
24 pack 12 oz cans

Miller Lite  Bud Lite
Bud            Coors Lite

 
y

 
r
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The city of Kenner formally 
dedicated the building to the rear of 
its first modern City Hall in honor of 
Salvador J. Lentini, Kenner’s longest-
running police chief, in ceremonies on 
June 21, 2011.

Sal Lentini, who served as 
Kenner’s top cop for 28 years and was 
a political icon in Kenner for many 

more years, died last October at the age 
of 87 following a long illness.

Lentini was a driving force in 
activities that led to construction of 
the building, previously known as 
Building C, as part of a move during 
the administration of Mayor Joseph S. 
Yenni to provide Kenner with a modern 
city police department.

The building now houses several 
city departments – the city attorney, 
personnel, civil service, purchasing, 
planning and information technology, 
telecommunications and now K-TV. 
Until recently, part of the ground floor 
served as storage for city documents.

Lentini was elected city marshal in 
1962, a post which later became police 
chief when Kenner adopted a home 
rule charter. At the time, the police 
department had only nine officers, 
occupied one room with a small cell in 
the back of a brick building on Short 
Street, and often borrowed patrol 
cars in the early days from the city of 
Harahan.

City building named to honor former KPD Police Chief Sal Lentini

Lentini was re-elected seven 
consecutive times, during a period 
when Kenner’s population grew 
dramatically, nearly doubling. The 
department grew to more than 100 
officers by the time he left office in 
1990.

Known for his hard-headed 
politically brash style, Lentini was 
soft-hearted in private, friends said. A 
well-known story about him dates from 
a few days after Hurricane Betsy in 
1965, when desperate Kenner residents 
waited in a long line to buy ice at the 
inflated price of $5 a bag. Mr. Lentini 
pulled up in a police car, lambasted 
the street vendors for taking advantage 
of his constituents and arrested them 
because they were operating without 
a city permit. He and his officers then 
gave away the ice to the cheering 
crowd.

In 1970, Mr. Lentini ran for re-
election on a ticket with his friend and 
political ally Joe Yenni, who became 
Kenner mayor that year and, later, 
Jefferson Parish president.

Kenner’s current police chief, 
Steve Caraway, worked under Lentini 
for more than a dozen years and said 
he personally witnessed how Lentini 
transformed the Kenner Police 

Department from what amounted to 
a country town marshal’s office to 
a well-equipped, well-trained and 
professional municipal police force.

“He brought honesty to Kenner law 
enforcement and taught officers to treat 
people they served as if they were their 
own family,” Caraway said.

The son of a Sicilian immigrant, 
Lentini grew up in south Kenner and 
graduated from the old Kenner High 
School. While serving in the Army’s 
Troop A, 3rd Cavalry Reconnaissance 
Squadron in Europe under General 
George Patton during World War II, he 
was awarded four Bronze Stars.

In the early 1990s, Lentini 

moved his residence to the site of 
the old LaBranche Plantation in St. 
Rose, where he restored antebellum 
properties and opened his home for 
a yearly party for families during the 
past 16 years.

In 2007, Kenner renamed the 
northern portion of Loyola Drive as Sal 
Lentini Parkway. 

Photos by Barry Sprague
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©2011 Ochsner Health System (ochsner.org) is a non-profit, academic, multi-specialty, healthcare delivery system dedicated to patient care, research and education.

There are many reasons to choose Ochsner Kenner for your entire 
family’s healthcare needs. From the comfortable environment to the 
experienced team of physicians, specialists, nurses and medical staff, all 
of your healthcare needs are taken care of right here, close to home. 

- Same-day/next-day appointments

- Numerous quality awards and high patient-satisfaction scores

- Healthcare for all ages

- 30-minute average wait time at the Emergency Room 
(national average wait time is 57 minutes)

-  Coordinated system of care – With one complete Electronic 
Medical Record (EMR) system, Ochsner physicians have  
24/7 access to their patients’ medical histories.

- Most major insurance plans are accepted.

ochsner.org/kenner

For quality, compassionate care in Kenner, 
make Ochsner your first choice. 

Call today for more information  
and to find a doctor:

504-464-8000

choice for me and my  
family’s healthcare.

Healthcare with peace of mind at Ochsner Kenner comes with:

“I recommend Ochsner Kenner 
to my family and friends for all 
their healthcare needs. They 
have an outstanding team who 
work well together and truly 
enjoy what they do – helping 
other people.”

 - Piper Volpi 
RN Clinical Operations Coordinator  
at Ochsner Kenner and Kenner resident

O-K-114-C_KennerStarAd_2_21_11.indd   1 2/21/11   1:46 PM
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Having a competitive edge means you need 
to be connected with your partners, suppliers, 
vendors and customers anytime, anywhere. 
That’s why we offer a first-class 3G wireless 
network and access to more than 129,000  
Wi-Fi hotspots around the world. We’re 
working to keep you connected. Always.

it’s (always)  
about having the 
right connections

att.com

© 2011 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. 

As we wait 
impatiently for 
football to kick 
in for 2011, it 
is time to take a 
preliminary look 
at the New Orleans 

Saints.
Assuming owners and players will 

find enough common ground to have a 
2011 season, the Saints figure prominently 
in the discussion to win the NFC and reach 
the Super Bowl.

After winning the Super Bowl to 
cap the 2009 season, the Saints endured 
injuries and struggled through a typical 
post-Super Bowl syndrome as their quest 
to repeat ended on a cool day in Seattle 
against a subpar Seahawks team which 
sported a losing record.

Still, it was a good season for the 
Saints, who won 11 games and overcame 
many injuries. Drew Brees was less than 
100 percent. The running back position 
was decimated by injuries. Not having 
Malcolm Jenkins, Jimmy Graham, Chris 
Ivory or Pierre Thomas at Seattle really 
hurt. Cornerbacks were banged up all 
season long. Scott Shanle missed some 
time.

With the work stoppage dominating 
the NFL landscape since the end of the 

2010 season, the Saints are ready to get 
back to work. There is a sense of purpose, 
a hunger to win and win big once again. 
There is talent to accomplish the feat.

There is unity and leadership with 
a veteran team, led by Brees. The superb 
quarterback remains one of the league’s elite 
players. He was a leader in representing the 
players in the dispute with owners while 
maintaining a cordial relationship with 
Tom Benson, walking a fine line.

He displayed his leadership in 
organizing workouts at Tulane which 
were well attended by his teammates.

The work stoppage will clearly have 
an impact on the 2011 season. The quality 
of play may suffer initially, depending 
on when players return. Not having a 
significant off-season will most definitely 
impact new, younger players and younger 
teams.

That is an advantage to a veteran team 
like the Saints. Learning playbooks and 
getting repetitions while getting to know 
each other is not as vital for a team with 
the makeup of the Saints, a team with an 
excellent, seasoned coaching staff which 
provides stability in uncertain times.

The season opener with the Green 
Bay Packers on Thursday, September 
8 at Lambeau Field will be telling. The 
Packers are clearly the favorite to repeat 

as NFC, if not Super Bowl champions. Of 
course, that is very difficult to do. All they 
have to do is walk across the field and ask 
the Saints about it.

Other NFC contenders to reach the 
Super Bowl include Philadelphia, Atlanta, 
the New York Giants and Chicago. Dallas 
could return to the upper echelon with 
a healthy Tony Romo. Minnesota must 
solve its quarterback dilemma.

Detroit and St. Louis are improving 
teams. Seattle is not bad. Perhaps the most 
intriguing team to watch is Tampa Bay.

The Buccaneers were a salty 10-6 in 
2010 with a good young coach in Raheem 
Morris and a fine young quarterback in 
Josh Freeman. They will continue to grow 
as a threat to the Saints in the NFC South.

Unfortunately, the work stoppage 
would seem to have hurt a young team 
such as Tampa Bay more than others. 
Young teams need the time to mesh.

With regard to the Saints, here are the 
early questions to answer surrounding the 
2011 season:

Will Reggie Bush be here and what 
role will he carry? The feeling is that Bush 
will be here and Sean Payton will use him 
appropriately, as a spot running back, a 
slot and split receiver and as a kick return 
specialist. His skills compliment those of 
Mark Ingram.

How large of a role will Ingram 
play? The feeling here is that Ingram 
will become the Saints’ feature back. He 
has the physical ability and durability to 
do so. He may give the Saints their first 
significant feature back since a healthy 
Deuce McAlister.

What about Pierre Thomas and Chris 
Ivory? Thomas is coming off of a season 
in which he was out much of the year. The 
Saints re-signed him early on in the off 
season. That said, the drafting of Ingram 
could greatly curtail Thomas and his role 
with the team if Bush is here. As for Ivory, 
there is a role for him. He is young (23) 
and strong and will be a security policy 
for Ingram or any injury situation. As the 
Saints learned in 2009, you can never 
have enough solid running backs and the 
staff maintains that Thomas still has a 
place here.

How good will Brees be? At 32 years 
of age and coming off of a knee injury, 
Brees is still in his prime. Though he was 
not as good in 2010 as he was in 2008 
or 2009, (largely due to the injury), he 
was still good, completing 68 percent 
of his passes for 4,620 yards and 33 
touchdowns. He will have to cut down on 
the 22 interceptions, a career high. Expect 
him to do so. Brees is on his way to a Hall 
of Fame career.

Will the young offensive linemen 
become players? Center Matt Tennant 
could have used the off season work in his 
quest to show coaches that he may be able 
to take over the center spot from Jonathan 

Goodwin. Still, the Saints like Tennant 
and expect him to be a player. Charles 
Brown has a ways to go. He is more of a 
development project but he was a second-
round investment and will be given 
every chance to make it. Tackles Jermon 
Bushrod and Jon Stinchcomb can play 
better than they did in 2010. Carl Nicks 
and Jahri Evans are set at guard, a major 
strength of the team. Nicks has received a 
first-round tender and is a priority to lock 
up on a long-term basis.

The Saints must bring back Lance 
Moore. He is Brees’ most dependable 
receiver, the guy who always runs precise 
routes and catches the football. He wants 
to return to the Saints and the Saints want 
him back and have tendered him.

How good will Jimmy Graham be? 
When he was drafted in the third round 
in 2010, I stated that he was the best pick 
the Saints made and one of the steals in 
the entire NFL draft. We saw evidence 
of that in 2010. Graham had 31 catches 
for 356 yards and five touchdowns. He 
can run. He can jump. He can catch. 
He has merely scratched the surface of 
his enormous ability. He made Jeremy 
Shockey expendable, expediting the 
veteran’s exit to Carolina. The sky is the 
limit for Graham, who will increase his 
productivity and create more opportunities 
for the likes of Marques Colston, Robert 
Meachem and Devery Henderson.

Without an off season, how soon can 
Cameron Jordan and Martez Wilson help 
the Saints defense? Both are physically 
imposing and physically prepared to play 
immediately but the learning curve is 
steep and they are behind in that aspect. 
Both will be given every opportunity to 
earn playing time and both are good 
looking prospects.

Can Scott Shanle remain viable 
and will Jonathan Casillas realize his 
potential? Shanle now has nine years in 
the league. He missed two games a year 
ago. Casillas missed the entire 2010 
season with a foot injury and has the 
kind of speed the Saints covet at outside 
linebacker. It is time for Casillas to put up 
or for Jo-Lonn Dunbar to do so. Dunbar 
started eight games in 2010.

Is it finally time for Will Smith 
to serve a four game suspension? It 
certainly appears that this is the case. 
The StarCaps saga has finally caught up 
with Smith following an April ruling by 
the Minnesota Supreme Court denying 
a review of the case which will affect 
Smith, along with Kevin Williams and 
Pat Williams of the Vikings. Smith saw his 
productivity decline in 2010, falling from 
49 tackles in 2009 to 39 in 2010 and saw 
his sacks total decline from 13 in 2009 to 
just five in 2010. The Saints need Smith to 
perform at a high level.

How good will Shaun Rogers be? The 

2011 New Orleans Saints have questions, answers
BY KEN TRAHAN

continued on next page
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“11 years experience”

Owner/Installer: Fernando Calore
292-2461

Ceramic - Marble 
Porcelain - Stones

Floors - Backsplashes

FREE ESTIMATES
Call today for 

expert installation by 
Brazilian native 

Fernando.

Colitis is an inflammation of the lining of colon 
which can be caused by different types of illnesses and 
infection.

Dr. Aderonke Akingbola, a Kenner-Ochsner 
gastroenterologist has been in practice at Ochsner-
Kenner for three years and has seen a lot of colitis 
cases. “I wouldn’t say that a love of the foods and 
drinks that are usually associated with south Louisiana 
has a direct link to colitis but an over-indulgence in 
rich, heavy foods and alcohol can certainly lead to 
some form of colitis,” she said.

Among the symptoms of colitis are abdominal 
pain, rectal bleeding, diarrhea, cramping, urgency, loss 
of appetite, fatigue and bloating. With all of that comes 
a level of pain that makes medical attention welcome. 
There are many types of colitis, including infectious, 
ischemic, autoimmune, iatrogenic and idiopathic.

Regardless of which variation may have struck 
the patient, immediate medical care is required to get 
colitis under control.

Some of the types of colitis can be prevented by 
simple hygiene, such as hand washing with soap and 
water, and staying well-hydrated, especially during the 
summer’s hot weather. Eating low fat low cholesterol 
diet and exercise are also important factors.

Besides the drugs required to reduce and finally get 
rid of the inflammation, the patient is likely required to 
make certain dietary changes. This includes drinking 
a lot of liquid to prevent dehydration, avoiding 
caffeinated and alcoholic beverages, limiting gas 
producing food such as cabbage and eating a diet high 
in protein and low in fat.

The number one rule for Dr. Akingbola that she 
ingrains in all her patients is “blood in the stool is never 
good news. It cannot be deferred, put off, ignored or 
postponed. At the first sight of blood in the stool, the 
patient must call their doctor and seek medical help, 
diagnosis and treatment.”

“Severe colitis left untreated can be life-
threatening,” says Dr. Akingbola. “Most of the cases 
that I have seen here are caught early enough that the 
challenge for the patient and doctor is to implement 
the lifestyle changes that make it possible to manage 
and control the illness. A patient who adjusts to the 
regimen and the medications that control colitis can 
have a long, pleasant life.”

For more information or to schedule an 
appointment with Dr. Akingbola call 464-8588. Her 
office is located in the Medical Office Building at 200 
West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner. 

Colitis is a severe illness that may be preventable and 
usually requires many lifestyle changes
BY ALLAN KATZ

6’4”, 350-pound Rogers gives the Saints a presence 
not seen since the late Norman Hand – a block-
consuming run-stopping big body. At 32 years of age, 
the question about Rogers is not his ability – it is still 
there. In Cleveland, he was an attitude problem. That 
does not figure to be the case in New Orleans. Rogers is 
surrounded by a group of good, veteran leaders whom 
he will respect. Sean Payton is sure that Rogers will be 
no problem and a very productive player. Payton and 
Gregg Williams are genuinely excited about Rogers, 
who will make Sedrick Ellis a better player, freeing 
him up from double team blocks to make plays.

Can Jabari Greer and Tracy Porter stay healthy? 
When healthy, they are a good tandem at cornerback. 
Greer has missed nine games over the last two seasons 
while Porter has missed eight games over the same 
period of time with injuries.

How good will Patrick Robinson be? The second-
year player could have used organized team activities 
(OTA’s) as much as anyone on the roster. He gained 
valuable experience as a rookie, playing in 11 games 
and pressed into a starting role on four occasions due 
to the injuries to Greer and Porter. Robinson has the 
speed and size to be a good cornerback. It is all about 
learning the game.

Is Malcolm Jenkins ready to become an All-Pro 
caliber player? Jenkins can run, hit and is smart. He 
has very good size and instincts. Can he become a ball 
hawk? He has just three interceptions in two years but 
the guy has special ability. Speaking of ball hawks, is 
there a place for Darren Sharper on the 2011 Saints? 
The 15-year veteran declined last season, slowing 
down, slowed by injuries and wear and tear, playing in 
just eight games with no interceptions. Still, if healthy, 
Sharper can provide leadership and play-making 
ability. The guy has 63 career interceptions in his 
illustrious career.

Can Garrett Hartley shake off his early season 
slump from 2010? Hartley’s early season missed field 
goal against the Falcons played a significant role in 
costing the Saints a division title and bye. A bye would 
have given the Saints a chance to get injured players 
back. Who knows what would have happened? Still, 
Hartley recovered from early season struggles to close 
strong, He made 80 percent of his field goals (20-of-
25) and all of his extra points (40-of-40).

Will Courtney Roby remain on the roster? With 
the change in kickoff rules, Roby’s future with the 
team becomes a huge question mark. He was not a 
difference maker as a return man in 2010. What could 
save him is his ability to cover kicks as a gunner. Can 
the Saints justify a roster spot for Roby?

Entering the 2011 season, the New Orleans Saints 
have more answers than questions. Brees is still 
brilliant. The running back situation has improved. The 
wide receivers are solid, though not spectacular. The 
guards are an elite tandem. Graham and Jenkins are 
budding stars. Rogers and Ellis will be a solid tandem. 
Thomas Morstead is a big asset in the kicking game.

The season opener at Green Bay could well be a 
preview of the NFC championship game. The Saints 
would much prefer for any title game to be played 
in the friendly confines of the Louisiana Superdome, 
rather than the cold of Green Bay in January. Barring 
significant injuries, the Saints should make a serious 
run at another Super Bowl, providing we have a 2011 
season. 

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO 
990 AM/WGSO.com and is president and general 
manager of neworleans.com Sports. Trahan is the 
also the general manager and chairman of the board 
of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the Louisiana 
Superdome, and runs the Life Resources Sports 
Ministry.

Parish President John Young is pleased to announce the 
official opening of the new Jefferson Parish 911/Emergency 
Operations Center. The Emergency Operations Center 
(EOC), located at 910 Third Street in Gretna, Louisiana, 
is a 67,000 square foot state of the art facility capable of 
sustaining itself and emergency personnel for up to 14 
days. The EOC will provide continuity and coordination of 
government and emergency operations in the event of any 
type of catastrophic event.

“The new EOC will provide the Jefferson Parish 
Sheriff’s Office, emergency telecommunications, 
emergency operations and the president’s office and staff 
with a command and operations center that will allow us 
to make sure that all of the parish’s emergency needs are 
provided for.” said Young. “In addition, we will be able to 
handle live broadcasts from the center so that we can make 
sure that our citizens are continually informed as to how 
things are progressing during an emergency situation.”

Jefferson Parish already provides JPAlert, a free alert 
notification system that allows officials to immediately 
contact Jefferson Parish residents in the event of a major 
crisis or emergency. Alerts and notifications can be received 
by email, cell phone, pager or smartphone and other 
handheld devices. With JPAlert, Jefferson Parish residents 
can rest assured knowing that they are connected to the most 
up-to-date emergency information available at any given 
time. Citizens can sign up for JPAlert at www.jpalert.org.

Saints
(continued from previous page)

Jefferson Parish opens new 911 
emergency operations center

continued on page 24

Government
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“WE CLOSE REAL ESTATE 
TRANSACTIONS FOR YOU”

RANDY LOVITT
Notary Public

4200 South I-10 Service Road, Suite 110, Metairie, LA  70001

830-7979 FAX  831-2609

REAL ESTATE
TITLE TRANSFERS

• Expert Closing Assistance — In Operation over 15 years
• In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys — You’ll need this

• We keep you Informed — We return your Calls
• Our Costs are Competitive — Our Work is Accurate

Real Estate Sales, Mortgages,
Donations, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

assets or engaging in a merger requires 
the approval of a majority of its 
members.

It is highly recommended that 
every business have an exit strategy 
well defined within its operating 
agreement, shareholders’ agreement or 
other documents appropriate for your 
business entity. If you do not have 
such a document, it is best to have one 
prepared by a seasoned professional 
prior to attempting to sell your business. 
Getting everyone to agree well in 
advance (years) is vital to the successful 
sale of your business.

How do you decide on a selling 
price? Often business owners think their 
business is worth more than a buyer is 
willing to pay. Getting a professional 
to evaluate your business and review 
recent sales of businesses similar to 
yours will be helpful in deciding on a 
price. A CPA or business broker will 
be able to help you with valuing your 
business. A review of recent similar 
sales will help you understand what the 
market is really willing to pay for your 
business.

Who will be your buyer? The best 
way to increase the value you receive for 
your business is to sell it to a strategic 
buyer, such as a competitor, vendor 
or customer. These buyers will be 
able to leverage some of their existing 
business to increase their profit from the 
newly acquired business more than an 
unrelated third party. So look to your 
competitors, vendors and customers 
first when trying to sell your business.

In conclusion, selling your business 
requires advance planning. Even if you 
are years away from exiting, it is best to 
start thinking now about how you will 
exit your business and begin making the 
necessary plans to ensure a successful 
transition.

James L. Melchers is the senior 
attorney at Melchers Law Firm, located 
at 909 West Esplanade Avenue in 
Kenner and the firm’s primary areas 
of practice are estate planning, wills, 
trusts, successions, corporate law, 
and personal injury. Melchers can be 
reached at 467-1092 or visit the website 
at www.melcherslawfirm. 

President Young has strongly urged 
current Jefferson Parish businesses 
to update their business continuity 
plans so that they are best prepared 
for and able to respond to and recover 
from any emergency or disaster. This 
includes updating re-entry placards 
through the JumpStart Jefferson 
program to ensure that, in the event of 
any sort of evacuation, Jefferson Parish 
businesses will be among the first to 
come back and recover. Placards can be 
checked and updated by going to www.
jumpstartjefferson.com.

“I feel confident that with the 
opening of the brand new Emergency 
Operations Center, as well as the 

availability to information and recovery 
through JPAlert and JumpStart Jefferson, 
that our parish will be able to manage 
any emergency event with the utmost 
speed, security and safety. We are very 
proud of Jefferson Parish’s commitment 
to emergency preparedness and believe 
that with these major safety systems in 
place, Jefferson Parish will be prepared 
to quickly and efficiently recover from 
any potential catastrophic event. This 
is an important addition to Jefferson 
Parish and is another example of how 
we are working together to make our 
parish a better and safer place to live, 
work and raise a family.” 

It’s that time 
of year when we 
are all aware of 
and are planning 
for hurricane 
season. But, 

unfortunately, we are not just vulnerable 
to hurricanes because we also run the 
risk of many kinds of disasters due to the 
constant traffic of chemicals and other 
hazardous materials transported on the 
river, railroads and on our roads. When 
a natural or man-made disaster strikes, 
there is usually little time for citizens to 
prepare and protect themselves.

The city of Kenner, as well as 
Jefferson Parish, has prepared plans to 
address various types of emergencies. 
However, when a disaster hits, not all 
citizens are equally prepared or protected. 
A recent sample study done on the Latino 
homeowner indicates they still prefer 
to utilize friends and family as sources 
of disaster preparation information. 
However, the good thing is that after the 
experiences of hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita, Latinos have now moved away 
from emergency preparation that once 
consisted of running to the supermercado 
to buy rum, beer, chips, chocolate 
salchichas, agua, sardines and galletas to 
hunker down, drink, eat and play cards 
until the storm was over. Today, Latinos 
are preparing for emergencies better than 
ever, but still not at the same rate as other 
ethnic groups.

A forced evacuation will cause 
unexpected spending so we need to 
budget for the possibility by maybe 
giving up a trip back home or by having 
a scaled-down vacation. If you do not 

evacuate, a big problem when staying for 
a hurricane is usually not riding it out, 
but what happens as soon as it passes. 
In a major disaster it could be several 
days before vital services are restored. 
A problem could also be that of getting 
supplies or first aid to those who decided 
to stay. I know it is difficult, costly and 
inconvenient to evacuate. But, look at 
what happened during Hurricane Katrina 
when a lot of people were killed not by 
the hurricane, but by flood waters. If you 
stay behind you will usually be subject to 
a curfew for safety reasons. The police 
or National Guard will be patrolling the 
streets trying to determine which people 
do not belong in the area and it could be 
difficult to get out and about.

If you decide to stay in the event of an 
evacuation you should take advantage of 
the information many organizations, such 
as the Red Cross, social organizations and 
government-hosted educational events 
focused on helping Spanish speaking 
people, provide to help prepare for a 
disaster. They are mostly family-friendly 
events that include live demonstrations 
with Spanish written literature usually 
provided.

Community announcements
July 9 – Hispanic Summer Concert 

at Kenner Laketown with international 
bands and local talent. Open to the public. 
Bring your lawn chair. For information 
call 712-7889.

July 18 – Latin Council general 
meeting to discuss issues that affect the 
Hispanic community. For information 
call Danielle C. Williams at 282-0265.

July 21 – Unidad Hispanoamericana’s 
general meeting and planning for 2011 

Latino emergency preparedness for disasters
BY RAFAEL E. SADDY

events. For information call 512-2362 or 
468-6116.

July 23 – Omega “El Fuerte” in 
concert at the New Orleans Sheraton. For 
information call 712-7889.

July 23 – Housing and home 
improvement showcase at Dillard 
University, for information contact Nick 
Harris 816-4704 or email nharris@
dillard.edu.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center 
– The center offers various programs as 
well as access to information and referrals 
for all sorts of issues. For information 
call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – K-TV-76 Hispanic 
TV programs with topics of interest to 
the community every Wednesday at 9:00 
p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more 
information and program schedule go to 
www.kenner.la.us and click on the K-TV 
76 logo.

I leave you with this thought. “Have 
the courage to act instead of react!” 

Rafael E. Saddy is public relations 
officer of the Latin American Civic 
Association of Louisiana (LACAL). 
Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.
net. Correspondence for be sent to P.O. 
Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Melchers
(continued from page 11)

Emergency operations center
(continued from page 23)
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Thursday, July 7 and 21, 2011

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

• Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability

The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner
THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

Latino emergency preparedness for disasters
BY RAFAEL E. SADDY

“Are you 
putting this up or 
tearing it down?”

That’s what 
the lady said to 
Benny Collin 

during the construction of his dream 
house. It wasn’t really a dumb question, 
since the house had been under 
construction for more than two years 
and would be for three more. Why so 
long? Well, the construction team was 
rather small.

“Just me, The Lord, and a carpenter,” 
says Benny. (Actually two carpenters if 
you count The Lord, I guess).

The project actually began in the 
early 1950s when Benny bought three 
lots near Lake Pontchartrain alongside 
a gravel road which later became 
Bonnabel Boulevard. He built a small 
house on the property in 1957, and lived 
there until he could start work on The 
Big House. In the meantime, he met 
Lola.

He was supposed to meet a lady 
friend at a dance, but when he was 

introduced to Lola he forgot all about 
the lady friend. “I never saw her the 
whole night,” says Benny, and he 
spent the rest of the evening talking to 
Lola. They dated for a while, and at a 
Christmas party the next year Benny 
sat on top of a barrel and asked Lola to 
marry him. “I had to say yes in front of 
all those people,” says Lola.

They were married in 1967, and that 
eventually led to three daughters named 
Terri, Christine and Laurie.

Benny, with a lot of help from Lola, 
(and the aforementioned Lord), finally 
started building his dream house. All of 
the materials for the house – the floor 
boards, bricks, windows, French doors, 
ceiling beams, etc. – were scrounged 
from houses all over greater New 
Orleans. Every time a home was being 
torn down, Benny was there to grab what 
he could, many times for pennies on the 
dollar. It took almost two years just to 
collect the materials before construction 
could actually begin in 1969, and Benny 
says he has no idea how much he spent 
on them. Because the materials were so 

old, banks wouldn’t give Benny a loan, 
so every time he ran out of money, he 
got another job and worked until he 
could afford to buy more things and re-
hire the carpenter. “He was an excellent 
carpenter,” Benny says, “and he was 
not afraid to work with that old wood.” 
Oh yes, those “extra” jobs were all 
in addition to his regular job, four to 
midnight, at South Central Bell where 
he worked for a total of 32 years.

By the time the house was finished 
it was 1974. It looks right out of the 
French Quarter, two stories high with 
balconies, and a wrought iron fence. 
Benny always wanted a French Quarter 
home, and he definitely has one. It just 
doesn’t happen to be in the French 
Quarter.

I got a chance to see it up close 
courtesy of my friend, New Orleans 
history maven Buddy Stall. He allowed 
me to tag along with his group of 
seasoned citizens who call themselves 
“Pack 53+ (Fifty-three plus) Still On 
The Go.” It’s named after a Cub Scout 
troop that Buddy’s sons belonged to as 
children, of which Buddy was the Cub 
Master. They’re constantly taking tours 
of various points of interest in and out 
of the New Orleans area, obviously still 
on the go.

Inside the house I decided to 
negotiate a tiny spiral staircase leading 
up to the attic. Benny says a friend 
made the metal frame and Benny 
covered it with pieces of cypress so it 
looks like the whole staircase is made 
of wood. The house is chock-a-block 
with beautiful old pieces of furniture, 
fireplaces, cobblestones and slate that 
was recovered from stately (and not-so-
stately) homes. Many of the bricks were 
dug out of the mud by Benny himself 
at various demolition sites. It’s really 
a showplace, but Benny says he most 
definitely is not a millionaire.

“It’s the biggest house and the 
poorest in the neighborhood,” he says, 
referring to all of the well-to-do types 
who have built on Bonnabel since he 
performed his own personal miracle.

One of the most intriguing things 
about the house is that it was all done 
without any blueprints or architect’s 
renderings. Benny made a rough sketch 
of what he wanted the outside of the 
house to look like and that was it. As for 
the inside, it was “this goes here, and 
that will go there...”

There are plenty of old telephones 
in the house, a fond reminder of Benny’s 
time working for Ma Bell. In case you’re 
wondering, Benny and Lola have a cell 
phone, and they think it’s just peachy. 
There’s a gazebo out in the yard, and on 
a nearby bench sits a mannequin dressed 
as a phone company employee, holding 
a repairman’s handset.

The grounds have been the location 
for lots of good times. Once a month 
Benny has a cookout for all of his retired 
co-workers from the phone company. 
There used to be as many as 80 guests, 
but time has whittled the number down 
to about 30. And let’s not forget daughter 
Laurie’s wedding under “the big top.”

Pack 53+ had lunch catered in the 
carriage house, and it featured the best 
fried chicken I’ve had in years. (No 
doubt because it came from Mr. Ed’s.)

It’s amazing to realize that 
everything on the property – the little 
house, the big house, the carriage house, 
the gazebo – all of it was built by Mr. 
Benny, and he continues to create things 
in his shop today.

One other item of interest 
about this great one-man-and-wife 
accomplishment: on his last birthday, 
Benny Collin was 84 years old. 

Ed Clancy can be reached via 
email at edclancy2@aol.com or at his 
blogsite, ed-clancy.blogspot.com.

Benny and Lola’s “Do it yourself” dream home
BY ED CLANCY

Highlighting local hometown 
businesses helps increase profits for our 
advertisers and also adds to the city’s tax 
base, which is a positive contribution 
toward the city’s quality of life,” said 
Lovitt. “We have always been willing 
to help local business owners who have 
invested in Kenner.”

“As the years unfold, the Kenner 
Star will continue to tell the story of 
changes in Kenner and report on news 
of interest to its residents,” said Kenner 
Star editor Allan Katz. “We try very 
hard to provide a local community 
newspaper that helps to educate Kenner 
residents about the goings-on in the city 
and its government.”

“We would like to thank our loyal 
advertisers for their continued support, 
for almost two decades, of Kenner’s only 
hometown paper,” said Lovitt. “And to 
our loyal readers who have responded 
so positively to our newspaper, we will 
continue to strive to provide you with 
an informative, interesting read each 
month.”

“20 years can produce many 
changes in a community, and Kenner 
is no different. However, what I find 
significant, as someone who has strived 
to document our city’s story for two 
decades, is the consistent pride that 
we, as residents, take in living here. 
It’s a feeling that I’ve experienced in 

publishing each edition of the Kenner 
Star while focusing on the positive 
progress made by our city’s businesses, 
civic leaders and elected officials. Being 
from Kenner means something,” said 
Troy Broussard, publisher.

“Printing a ‘good news newspaper’ 
like the Kenner Star is not without 
its challenges. But in the midst of 
controversies both past and present, I 
have maintained deliberate neutrality 
that keeps this publication above 
the fray. The Kenner Star has never 
endorsed a candidate for office or taken 
sides on an issue, instead honoring the 
people’s vote and good judgment. Part 
of my mission has been to encourage 
your council members, mayor and police 
chief to take advantage of this paper’s 
reach to all registered voters to keep 
you informed about issues that affect 
your quality of life. This newspaper will 
continue to do so,” said Broussard. “I 
would like to give many thanks to our 
readers and advertisers who continue to 
make Kenner’s only local paper possible 
and successful. May God continue to 
bless America’s City.”

The Kenner Star, a privately owned 
company, converted to a monthly 
publication in 1993 and is mailed free to 
all 20,700 registered voter households 
in Kenner and is also distributed in high 
traffic locations throughout Kenner. 

20th year
(continued from page 1)



26  july 2011 - KENNER STR

members of the City Council who 
studied the budget line-by-line came up 
with some innovative solutions to the 
problems. Yenni sent a $56.7 million 
operating budget for fiscal year 2011-
2012 for council approval. At its June 
2, 2011 meeting, the council approved 
a $57.2 million operating budget, the 
increase resulting from amendments 
proposed and approved by the council. 
The council made no changes to the 
$3.4 capital budget Yenni proposed 
but some members said to expect an 
amendment to the capital budget later 
this year.

During the council meeting 
$176,000, originally District 3 capitol 
fund money, was rerouted to the police 
department giving Police Chief Steve 
Caraway the funds he needs to keep 
the canine unit intact and keep officers 
patrolling all the city’s neighborhoods. 
The council also voted to reallocate 
$400,000 from the Pontchartrain Center 
Hurricane Katrina insurance settlement 
to the police department’s capital fund 
so they can buy badly-needed new 
police cars. This, says Chief Caraway, 
will bring the KPD closer to their goal 
of having 80 percent of their police 

cars under warranty.
Instead of having to close three 

playgrounds, all the city’s playgrounds 
will be kept open in response to pleas 
from the community. The Lincoln 
Manor playground that has in the past 
been among the least active of the 
city’s playgrounds was the subject of a 
special plea from the public. Quigley 
said, “It may not have been a good 
business decision to keep Lincoln 
Manor going but it came from the 
heart. When the community said the 
kids would be short-changed by the 
closure of the playground, the mayor 
and the council agreed with them.” 
About $50,000 from a line-item job 
for an assistant to the mayor who had 
resigned was directed by the council to 
keep Lincoln Manor playground open.

Quigley noted that some city 
employees were laid off and the 
community services department 
was closed down. But he said key 
responsibilities of the community 
services department were funded and 
put under the direction of the city’s 

recreation department. The Kenner 
Food Bank is now within the city’s 
Community Development Department.  
In order to avoid additional layoffs, 
some Community Services Department 
employees were transferred to other 
departments in order to fill vacant 
positions that were determined to be 
necessary city jobs.

“As others have correctly pointed 
out, this is not the end of Kenner’s 
fiscal crisis,” said Quigley. “We have 
found a way to get over a big bump 
in the road. The hope is that sales tax 
revenues will continue to pick up, from 
The Esplanade shopping mall, the 
Armstrong International Airport and 
retail establishments. In all likelihood, 
next year we’ll probably be in the 
same boat, trying to come up with 
innovative solutions so we can fully 
fund our top priorities, like the Kenner 
Police Department and Kenner Fire 
Department. While we’re encouraged, 
we know that our fiscal struggle is still 
going to be on-going.” 

Budget
(continued from page 1)

Sheetrock • Cabinets • Granite
trim • Carpentry

Wood Flooring • Ceramic tile
No job too big, no job too small!

locally owned Family Business
licensed & Insured

SES EntErpriSES, LLC 259-2493  
www.sesenterprisesllc.com

General ContraCtor

whom the diagnosis of biceps tendon 
rupture is delayed for four to six weeks, 
use of a tendon graft may be necessary 
for repair. In order to properly diagnose 
and treat a biceps tendon problem, an 
evaluation by an orthopedic surgeon is 
necessary. 

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a 
board certified orthopedic surgeon 

with over 10 years experience. The 
Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine 
is a multi-specialty center dedicated 
to complete musculoskeletal care with 
focused expertise in shoulder and 
knee injuries. Offices are located in 
Kenner and Metairie. For additional 
information call 467-5900 or visit www.
nolasportsmedicine.com. 

Lyons
(continued from page 16)

see the potential and are eager to move 
forward with inquiries and research to 
see if what we’re hoping for is viable 
and achievable.”

In another legislative development, 
Kenner picked up part of a St. 
Charles Parish Senate district in the 
reapportionment process. The Senate 
district currently occupied by state 
Senator Joel Chaisson in St. Charles 
Parish was extended into Jefferson 

Parish, taking the precincts nearest 
the Louis Armstrong New Orleans 
International Airport. The seat will 
remain a majority St. Charles Parish 
district but whoever occupies it will 
have a foothold in Kenner.

“In effect, it means that Kenner now 
has two Senate seats, the one held by 
Senator Martiny and the new district 
whose seat is currently held by Senator 
Chaisson,” said Ligi. 

Legislation
(continued from page 1)

Goodwin
(continued from page 10)

healthy will help keep our bodies 
healthy. When you have a foot injury, 
your activity level will drop affecting 
your ability to be active. 

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, 
is president of Kenner Orthopedic 
and Sports Therapy, located at 3921 
Williams Boulevard and two other 

locations in Metairie and on the West 
Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU 
Medical School Department of Allied 
Health, Department of Physical 
Therapy in 1987. The professionals 
at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports 
Therapy can be contacted via email at 
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.
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We are a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
great difference in the care, service and value your

family receives. If you ever have a question or would
like more information feel free to call or stop by.

Home

Perhaps one of the most 
expensive maintenance 
tasks you will do on your 
home is repainting your 
home. Making sure the 
job is done correctly is 

important and can be confusing at times. Even 
the best paints won’t adhere well or produce 
good results if you don’t prepare the surface 
correctly.

First you should determine what type of paint 
was on your home previously. Latex paint will 
rub off with alcohol when testing a small area. 
If the paint rubs onto your cloth it was a latex 
paint. The next step is to appraise the condition 
of the paint that is on the wood now. Your entire 
house may only need a bath before repainting. 
Wash it down with a hose and go over stubborn 
dirt with a scrub brush and warm, soapy water. 
Or wash it down with a power washer. Start by 
thoroughly examining the outside of the house 
or outbuilding – not just the exterior walls but 
also under the eaves, around windows and doors, 
and along the foundation. Look for splits in the 
siding, popped nails, peeling or blistering paint, 
mildew, loose caulking and rust stains. Make the 
needed repairs before you begin painting.

Preparation is the most important part of 
getting a good paint job. A quick and easy 
adhesion test is to paint a small cleaned dried 
area with a coat of new paint. Come back the 
next day with a band aid or tape and press it on 
the painted area. If the tape is clean it is safe to 
paint after scrubbing the whole house. If the tape 
only has the new paint on it that means the paint 
is chalky and you’ll need to prime with an oil/
alkyd primer first. If the tape pulls off all the 
paint that means the house needs to be stripped 
before it is repainted.

If your paint is peeling it could be from too 
much moisture pushing its way out of the house. 
Use of exhaust fans in the kitchen and bathrooms 
can control moisture especially if it is noticed on 
outside bathroom walls. Using a latex primer 
and latex paint would allow some moisture 
to pass through the paint possibly preventing 
this from happening again. When the top coat 
does not adhere to the paint below it is called 
alligatoring. This occurs when the first coat of 
paint hasn’t dried before the second coat was put 
on. Blistering paint occurs in weather that is too 
hot for painting with an oil/alkyd base coating. 
The heat forms a skin on the paint trapping 
solvent in a bubble. If you see dry wood behind 
the blisters then it is due to moisture.

Mildew is that blackish or brownish colored 
growth which appears where dampness and 
shade prevail. Never paint over mildew without 
cleaning using a fungicide such as chlorine 
bleach or a commercial solution to kill patches 
of mildew. A new type of clear drying sealer 
for chronically mildew prone painted surfaces 
is made by paint companies. Most re-occurring 

mildew problems come from embedded mildew 
that cannot be completely removed by power 
washing or hand cleaning. Mildew sealer when 
applied over existing mildew blocks the re-
growth of existing surface mildew, but also 
enhances the latex finish coat service life. Mildew 
sealer has good adhesion over moderately chalky 
surfaces and serves as an excellent bonding 
primer to reduce peeling. The finish dries clear 
and quickly. Mildew sealer must be finish coated 
with a high quality 100 percent acrylic latex 
paint. Ask your paint store about this product.

Even the best paints won’t adhere well or 
produce good results if you don’t prepare the 
surface correctly. Check for peeling paint and 
scrape it off prior to applying a new coat. For 
houses with some flaking but not enough to 
require stripping, remove loose paint with a 
scraper and a power washer, taking appropriate 
precautions if you suspect the old paint contains 
lead (usually on homes built before 1977). Sand 
all bare wood and exposed paint edges or the new 
paint will be thin there and will chip in no time. 
Scrub the wood with water and kill any mildew. 
Rinse and let the wood dry. If unpainted wood is 
gray or weathered, it should be sanded. The best 
paint in the world can fail within the first year if 
applied over a wet, dirty or degraded substrate.

Previously painted wood does not always 
need to be primed, however, spot priming all 
bare wood and rusted nail heads is important. 
If you use oil finish paint, then use oil-based 
primer. If you will be using latex finish paint 
then you can use latex or oil primer. Oil primers 
should be used if there are a lot of rusted nail 
heads showing through because it will usually 
seal metal better than latex. Use oil primer 
if you are painting redwood, cedar or other 
woods which have extractives that are prone to 
bleeding into the finish paint. Oil primers have 
better adhesion to less than perfectly cleaned 
and chalky substrates. New wood painted 
with high quality latex primer along with high 
quality latex paint has been proven to wear 
excellently.

New products have come on the market 
which will increase the performance of the 
paint job. One is a water-repellent preservative 
specifically labeled as compatible with paint 
to coat bare wood spots. The repellent will 
limit shrinking and swelling of the siding due 
to moisture. Three days later, you can prime 
the bare spots or the whole house. This should 
also be used on any new wood before painting. 
In fact, using a water repellent preservative or 
primer on the back of siding and all edges can 
prevent moisture problems from rain and the 
home from degrading paint job. Sealing the 
wood properly also helps prevent moisture 
from being driven through the siding by solar 
radiation.

Just like proper surface preparation, 
applying paint in the right weather can make 

Painting the exterior of your house
BY DAN DORMADY

or break a project. Direct sun and wind can cause paint 
to dry too fast, especially fast-drying latex paints. Cold 
temperatures, rain and humidity can prevent paint from 
drying properly. Check the label for recommendations 
on temperature ranges before starting. Oil-based paints 
should be applied when it is over 40°F. For latex coatings 
the temperature should be at least 50°F during application 
and for 24 hours after. Also it is best not to apply paint too 
early or too late in the day. If the dew has not evaporated 
in the morning, both oil and latex may have adhesion 
problems. If applied within two hours of sunset and a 
heavy dew forms before the paint dries latex paints may 
streak and oil-based paints may not cure properly.

If done properly a paint job on your home should 
last between seven to 10 years before repainting will be 
needed. 

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional 
engineer and licensed home inspector and the president 
of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned 
consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and 
commercial building inspection services. Dormady can 
be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 
70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-
Dormady Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.
com.
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BREAKFAST, LUNCH & CATERING
COFFEES & PASTRIES

See menu at www.caffelatteda.com
Call ahead for takeout!

Mon-Sat 6:30 AM - 6:00 PM • Sunday 7:30 AM - 3:00 PM
(Kitchen closes at 3:00 p.m. daily) 

5860 CITRUS BLVD. (corner Dickory) HARAHAN
818-0051  818-0053 (Fax)

Family Owned & Operated

administration of Mayor Yenni and the City 
Council, in particular to Councilman Ben 
Zahn,” said Chief Caraway.

Chief Caraway credited the District 3 
councilman with coming up with the idea 
of diverting money from the Pontchartrain 
Center Hurricane Katrina insurance payoff 
and his district’s capital budget to the police 
department to fund continued patrols in 
Kenner neighborhoods, continuation of the 
KPD K-9 unit and the much needed capital 
funding for new police cars.

“Ben Zahn was brilliant and innovative,” 
said Chief Caraway. “He scoured the budget 
and found this opportunity to reroute 
funds from the Pontchartrain Center to 
the police department. Ben had the full 
support of District 4 Councilwoman Maria 
DeFrancesch. The two of them really fought 
for the police department. Now we’ll have 
the money we need to continue full staffing 
of officers on patrol and to continue our K-9 
unit. And we’ll get the funds we need to 
keep close to 80 percent of our police cars 
under warranty, which I consider absolutely 
imperative.”

Zahn said, “My biggest priority was to 
properly fund the police department. I asked 
Chief Caraway how much capital money 
he needed to maintain the KPD this year 
and he said $400,000. I was able to move 
$400,000 from the Pontchartrain Center’s 
insurance proceeds for police capital budget 
funding along with another $176,000 

from my district capital fund to maintain 
police services for this fiscal year. I thank 
Councilwoman DeFrancesch for standing 
by me in full support of making sure our 
police department can do their job properly.”

However, next year, Caraway said he 
expects that other police departments in the 
region, edging out from under the sales tax 
revenues that have been declining but now 
seem to be regaining some momentum, will 
pour some funds into police pay packages. 
That means, Chief Caraway says, that unless 
sales taxes in Kenner pick up comparably, 
he may be losing the battle to retain his 
best officers and recruit the most promising 
rookies for the KPD.

“In order to compete, we need the 
Kenner economy to show gains at the 
same rate as those other economies in New 
Orleans, Jefferson Parish, St. Tammany 
Parish and the River Parishes because we 
all compete for the same group of veteran 
officers and prospective officers,” said 
Chief Caraway. “I don’t mean to rain on 
the parade but we simply haven’t broken 
free of the financial problems that we’ve 
had to overcome this year. But, please give 
lots of credit and thanks to Ben Zahn, the 
Yenni administration and the City Council. 
They all did a great job compromising on 
the budget to come up with funding for the 
police department this year. I hope that next 
year isn’t just as tough or tougher than this 
year.” 

KPD headquarters

Police budget
(continued from page 1)

Rick Wilderman, president of the 
Kenner Rotary Club, announced Cap-
tain Jorge Anchissi of Fire Station 
#38, located at Veterans Boulevard 
and Loyola Drive, has been selected 
Kenner’s “firefighter of the year.” The 
“firefighter of the year” is an interna-
tional Rotary award that recognizes 
outstanding service to the community 
through job and volunteer activities. 
Kenner Fire Chief John Hellmers and 
District Chief Randall Guilmino nomi-
nated Anchissi for the award.

Jorge Anchissi is a native of Ken-
ner, having attended Greenlawn Ter-
race Elementary, Roosevelt Middle 
School and graduating from Alfred 
Bonnabel High School. He completed 
his education at University of New Or-
leans.

Captain Anchissi joined the fire 

department fifteen years ago and 
rose through the ranks. He achieved 
operator status in 2005 and captain 
on February 28, 2011. District Chief 
Guilmino said, “Jorge does a lot for 
the department on his own time and 
with his own money.” Chief Hellm-
ers said, “Jorge always accepts extra 
assignments to help us out. He has 
gone to schools, nursing homes, day 
care and civic meetings to talk about 
fire safety and prevention. He used 
personal funds and time to become a 
certified EMT. Each year we get called 
out at least seven times in an emer-
gency when someone’s life is at stake. 
As a first responder, Jorge makes a big 
difference. Jorge also went on his own 
time to be trained as an administrator 
of fire department software. He really 
is a whiz on that.” 

Kenner Rotary names Anchissi
firefighter of the year

On behalf of the Rotary Club of Kenner, Chief Fire Chief Hellmers presented jorge Anchissi with the 
firefighter of the year plaque and a check of appreciation. Pictured left to right are Kenner Rotary 
President Rick Wilderman, Captain jorge Anchissi, Kenner Fire Chief john Hellmers and Kenner 
Rotary Vice President john Parr.

have the budgets to do their jobs properly.
That’s usually when some of the 

tension is removed from governance. 
When there’s more stable revenue coming 
in to run government, it’s a lot easier 
sometimes to find the middle ground. 
In those times there is more consensus-
type voting in all levels of government. 
But then, when that happens there will 
be those that say that there is not enough 
scrutiny or too much waste in spending. 
Decisions for elected officials can be hard 
to make on either front.

Sometimes in government, what is 
a prudent financial decision on paper is 
really not the best choice for the common 
good. That’s when government can maybe 
be at its best, when the people are heard 
and common sense can prevail.

I’m not here to tell you to feel sorry 
for those who win elected office. They 

chose that course and they know they will 
be, and should be, held accountable. But 
it’s just not as simple to do the job as some 
may feel.

The recession hasn’t run its course yet. 
Difficult times still loom for all of us and 
certainly for our elected officials, who will 
still face many difficult decisions now, but 
also, by nature of the job, as long as they 
are in office. As a wise local business man 
once told me, “You came looking for a 
job, didn’t you?”

Kenner Star, 20 years of covering Kenner
The Kenner Star is entering its 20th 

year of publication this month. I would like 
to thank all of those involved in helping us 
to inform Kenner readers of the goings on 
in the city. It’s been a pleasure to be a part 
of this newspaper and we look forward to 
continuing to be a part of the community. 

Katz
(continued from page 5)

Community
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“The man   who  stops advertising
     to save money

is like the man 
who stops

the clock to 
save time.”

—THOMAS
    JEFFERSON
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24-hour electricAl service
7 Days A Week
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FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE
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During a meeting of department heads on june 16, 2011, Suzanne Soignier, a buyer in the city of 
Kenner’s Purchasing Department, was selected the outstanding employee of the month for May, 
2011. Soignier was presented a certificate by Mayor Michael S. Yenni, while Valerie Waguespack, 
interim purchasing director looks on. Soignier, who started with the city two years ago, was cited 
for her reliability, her teamwork and diligence. During the presentation it was noted her ability to 
act quickly and decisively was credited for recently saving a co-worker from accidentally choking 
by using the Heimlich maneuver. Colleagues also credited Soignier for helping to create a “happy 
place” to work in the purchasing department.

Photo by Barry Sprague

Kenner names outstanding employee for May 2011
Government

and effluent pump station capacity. 
Once the effluent pump station 
recommendations are received the city 
will move forward with the design of all 
waste water treatment plant components 
improvements that include expansion, 
eliminating hydraulic bottlenecks, 
increasing effluent pumping capacity 
and installing an additional effluent force 
main to LaBranche wetlands.

Also, there are three Community 
Development Block Grant projects 
ongoing. Two projects, the 24th Street 
and Delaware Avenue and 10th Street 
and Maria Avenue lift stations began 
construction in June 2011 and are 
expected to be completed by December 
2011. The third project, the 27th Street 
and Salem Street lift station is scheduled 
to begin construction in July 2011 and 
is expected to be completed in January 
2012. The remaining CDBG project, 
which includes two lift station upgrades 
at Firehouse Road and Airline Drive 
and Minden Street, is in the planning 
stage with the design phase beginning in 
October 2011 and construction set to start 
in May 2012. Completion is expected by 
December 2012.

The $32 million city of Kenner 
consolidated sewer district municipal 
bond projects will be completed in two 
phases, each at a cost of $16 million.

The first $16 million in projects will 
begin the designing phase in the third 
quarter of 2011 with construction in the 
second quarter of 2012. Construction 

will be complete in the fourth quarter 
of 2012. Design has recently been 
authorized for 10th Street and Maria 
Avenue force main, Yellowstone Street 
and Platt Drive lift station, 31st Street 
and Washington Street lift station, Rhone 
Drive lift station, Chateau Palmer Drive 
lift station along with various citywide 
gravity sewer repairs. The city will 
authorize design on the gravity sewer 
repairs, now in progress, once televising, 
smoke testing and preliminary evaluation 
of the gravity sewer lines is completed.

Most of the second $16 million in 
projects will begin the design phase 
in 2012 and 2013 with construction 
complete in 2013 and 2014. They 
include Granada Drive and Martinique 
Avenue lift station, Chateau Boulevard 
transfer station force main, 21st Street 
and Kentucky Avenue sub-basin gravity 
repairs, gravity sewer line repairs, waste 
water treatment plant to LaBranche 
Wetlands, Chateau Palmer Drive 
lift station and Veterans Memorial 
Boulevard and Indiana Avenue force 
main. However, a few projects are being 
accelerated for design.

In summary, Mayor Yenni and the 
Kenner City Council continue with 
diligence to comply with the LDEQ 
consolidated compliance order issued 
August, 2009 which will prevent the city 
from paying astronomical fines estimated 
at $16 million. 

Prat P. Reddy can be contacted at 
pwa@kenner.la.us or 468-7515.

Reddy
(continued from page 15)
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Community

On june 4, 2011, Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni, right, along with Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway, 
attended a grand opening of the Omar bin Khattab Islamic Complex in Kenner. The school, 
previously located on Maine Avenue, is on a 5.1 acre lot on the corner of Illinois Avenue and 25th 
Street. Construction of the $3.7 million project started last year in April and concluded in May 
2011. The complex will host a state certified school from pre-kindergarten to twelfth grade. The 
school was previously located on Maine Avenue.

Photo by Barry Sprague

School celebrates grand opening of new complex

up short in having enough players to 
sign up to field teams, we’ve had to 
take Lincoln Manor kids and place 
them on other playground teams. But 
that isn’t really fair to anyone. Because 
of having to be reassigned to other 
playgrounds the Lincoln Manor kids 
missed out on the beginning practice 
sessions with their new teammates 
and were behind from the start. And, 
unfortunately, they also had to leave 
their neighborhoods to play.”

When Kenner ran into a fiscal 
crisis this year all the city directors 
had to scour their entire departments to 
see where to propose to cut expenses. 
Marroccoli said it seemed that because 
of the low sports participation levels 
at Lincoln Manor he felt he had to 
propose its closing.

“Since there was a shortage of 
kids to field complete teams and we 
were forced to send them to other 
playgrounds it appeared to us there was 
not a lot of interest in the community 
in fielding representative teams for 
Lincoln Manor,” said the recreation 

director.
But, when faced with the closure of 

Lincoln Manor, the community, with the 
help of Kenner District 1 Councilman 
Gregory Carroll, responded with 
enthusiasm and passion. Listening to 
their constituents’ pleas, the Kenner 
City Council redirected a line-item of 
$50,000 from an unfilled job in the 
mayor’s office to fund keeping the 
playground open for this year.

“We have been promised that there 
will be a larger turnout of players from 
Lincoln Manor and more volunteer 
coaches, team moms and all the other 
things that it takes to fully participate 
in the Kenner recreation leagues,” said 
Marroccoli. “We welcome it. This is a 
case where the heart overrules fiscal 
responsibility and the children were 
put first. Mayor Yenni was touched by 
this situation as were members of the 
City Council who voted for the funding 
to keep Lincoln Manor open this year. 
Now, the ball is literally in Lincoln 
Manor’s court. If they want to play, the 
door is wide open for them.” 

Lincoln Manor
(continued from page 1)
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Kenner Police Chief 

Steve Caraway is very 

pleased that he doesn’t have 

to reduce the number of 

police officers assigned to 

Kenner neighborhoods, he 

won’t have to close down 

the K-9 unit and he’ll be 

able to buy a significant 

number of new cars.But, as pleased as he is 

to have gotten through the 

fiscal crisis of 2011, he’s 

already thinking about the 

likely fiscal crisis of 2012.

“I think I speak 

for everyone in our 

department when I express 

my appreciation to the 
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Kenner’s three member legislative delegation 

won a huge victory for the city with passage of a bill 

that allows Kenner to sub-lease Laketown land and 

water bottoms for a commercial development that 

might one day rival the huge West End development 

in New Orleans during the 1950s, 60s and 70s.

State Representative Tony Ligi, who represents 

Kenner, says the key to the passage of the legislation 

was convincing Governor Bobby Jindal, who lived 

in Kenner while serving as the First Congressional 

District U.S. Representative, that it was a good idea.

“The governor wasn’t sure at first that it was a good 

idea to open that door for commercial development 

on the lakefront but he later re-considered and 

decided it was okay,” said Ligi. He was joined by 

Kenner’s two other legislators, state Senator Danny 

Martiny and state Representative Tom Willmott.

Kenner District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn was the 

first to bring attention to the legislators the idea of 

changing the water bottoms lease situation so Kenner 

would have the chance to change the landscape of 

Laketown. “I’ve always thought Laketown had the 

potential to become a West End-like commercial 

area,” said Zahn, “And if we develop Laketown 

properly this could be one of the most exciting 

changes that our city has ever seen. I wanted to 

proceed cautiously so before I asked Representative 

Ligi to draw up this bill, I sought out leaders of 

Kenner’s civic and neighborhood improvement 

groups to be sure that the business community had 

no objections to the development of Laketown.”

The passage of the legislation opens the door for 

the administration of Mayor Michael S. Yenni to begin 

seeking interested developers who share the vision 

of a commercial lakefront development featuring 

food, music and recreation. Some are hoping it might 

emulate the Coconut Beach development in New 

Orleans of the 1990s until Hurricane Katrina. Others 

see the possibility of a West End-type development 

that was a huge asset for New Orleans and Jefferson 

Parish near the lake for more than three decades.

“Currently, there is nothing on the lakefront like 

a West End, a Pontchartrain Beach or a Coconut 

Beach,” said Ligi. “It is to the credit of Councilman 

Zahn, Mayor Yenni and his administration that they 

State Representative Tony Ligi

continued on page 26

State Representative Tom Willmott
State Senator Danny Martiny

The Kenner Star 

newspaper is entering 

into its 20 th year 

of publication this 

month. Candy Lovitt, 

managing editor, said, 

“The Kenner Star has 

taken great pride in 

helping to make Kenner 

residents aware of the 

good news and progress 

being made within 

our city. To everyone 

who contributes to 

the publication of 

the Kenner Star each 

month we extend an 

appreciative thank you.”
“The focus and goal 

of our business model 

has always been about 

growing the Kenner 

economy. The Kenner 

Star encourages our 

readers to shop locally 

and promotes the 

investments that local 

entrepreneurs 
have 

made in our city. We 

provide a forum for 

Kenner professionals 

to share their expertise 

with the community. 

The Kenner Star enters 

20th year of telling the 

city’s story

During budget talks 

for the 2011-2012 fiscal 

year the Lincoln Manor 

playground in south 

Kenner, along with two 

other playgrounds, were 

proposed to be closed this 

year, in part for financial 

reasons but also because 

of the low numbers of 

athletic 
participants 

in the city’s children 

recreation leagues.

Kenner Parks and 

Recreation Director Ken 

Marroccoli said, “For the 

past three or four years, 

Lincoln Manor has had 

significant drops in levels 

of participation and were 

not even able to field 

teams in many sports. So 

that we could guarantee 

that the children could 

play, when they’ve come 

A strong effort by the 
community wins a reprieve for 

Lincoln Manor Playground

BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 30

Chief Caraway grateful to 

administration, council, Zahn, but 

financial woes not permanently solved

BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 28

Kenner 
Mayor 

Michael S. Yenni and 

his administration are 

encouraged by their 

collaborative efforts with 

the Kenner City Council 

that have yielded a 

balanced budget that 

serves the needs of the 

police department, keeps 

all the city’s playgrounds 

open and keeps the city’s 

capital funds budget 

intact.
It had been 

feared that the police 

department would be 

short of funds, having 

to close down its canine 

unit, issue summons 

rather than make arrests 

of those accused of 

misdemeanors 
and 

possibly close three of 

the city’s playgrounds.
But, Kenner Chief 

Administrative Officer 

Mike Quigley says 

the administration and 

Yenni administration, City Council 

work together to come up with 

balanced budget
BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 26

Kenner legislative delegation wins right for city to launch 

“West End” type development at Laketown

BY ALLAN KATZ

Grand openingJuly 25.see story on page 31

continued on page 25
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Crouere
(continued from page 5)

Darcey
(continued from page 12)

The hallmark of his administration has 
been massive turnover of top positions. 
It is no wonder that key administrative 
leaders have grown tired of working for 
an absentee governor.

In summation, his administration 
has been a failure. Whether it was caused 
by his distracting pursuit of national 
politics, poor relations with legislators or 
misguided policies, the governor does not 
have a great record to present to the voters 
this fall.

Now, he faces at least one opponent 
who will give Louisiana voters a choice. 
Hopefully, more candidates will emerge to 
debate Governor Jindal on the important 
issues facing our state. Our coast is still 
eroding. Our schools are still poor, our 
roads crumbling and crime remains too 
high. Real fiscal and budget reform has 
not even been attempted. Louisiana still 
has too many state employees per capita 
and a government bureaucracy that is 
much too large.

While Jindal has tinkered around the 
edges, major reform initiatives are needed. 

Jindal does not want to be as aggressive as 
Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker or New 
Jersey Governor Chris Christie. Instead, 
he aspires to be like Mike Foster, another 
distracted Louisiana Governor with a 
mediocre record of success.

Foster was distracted by motorcycles, 
helicopters, law school, hunting and 
fishing. Jindal is distracted by a desire for 
national fame and glory. In both cases, 
the real losers have been the people of 
Louisiana. 

Jeff Crouere is a native of New 
Orleans and his Louisiana based television 
program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 
7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. 
Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-
TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 
11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station 
WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the 
north shore. Crouere is a political analyst 
for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s 
website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or 
email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.
com.

COMING
SOON!

Bid online or in one of our 15 branches all month long! 100% of 
proceeds go to charities, so whether you’re interested in bidding, 

donating or want to recommend a worthy organization, contact our 
Marketing Department at Gulf Coast Bank to discuss how you can  

get involved in Auctions in August 2011!

For more information, visit our 
website www.AuctionsInAugust.com
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The Esplanade shopping mall an-
nounced Target will join its retail mix of 
stores on July 24, 2011. The new store will 
be the first Target in the city of Kenner.

The Kenner store will feature Tar-
get’s latest prototype, which includes an 
expanded selection of grocery, including 
fresh produce, meat and bakery goods, 
as well as redesigned beauty, shoe, elec-
tronics, jewelry and home departments 
designed to enhance the shopping expe-
rience for Target guests. Other amenities 
will include improved interior finishes, 
redesigned fixtures, wider aisles, energy-
efficient food coolers and more family fit-
ting rooms. Located on the east side of the 
property in between Macy’s and Dillard’s, 
the new store at The Esplanade will en-
compass approximately 138,000-square-
feet and will include a Target Cafe, a Star-
bucks and a Pizza Hut Express.

“We’re thrilled to welcome Target 
to our property,” said Valerie Beaubrun, 
mall manager of The Esplanade. “This 
dynamic new addition to The Esplanade 

will truly enhance our customer’s shop-
ping experience.”

In addition to providing Kenner resi-
dents with a new shopping destination, 
Target has a long history of supporting 
the communities in which it does business 
and plans to continue the tradition in Ken-
ner. The company donates five percent of 
its income – totaling more than $3 mil-
lion each week – to local organizations 
through grants and special programs. Tar-
get also supports local communities by 
providing jobs that offer a competitive 
wage and benefits package. The new store 
will bring approximately 150 to 200 jobs 
to the Kenner community.

“Target is proud to open a store that 
meets the needs of our guests in Kenner,” 
said Jason Madden, district team leader 
for Target. “We are excited to provide 
guests with an exceptional, one-stop shop-
ping experience and continue our reputa-
tion as a good neighbor in the local com-
munity.” 

Target grand opening at
The Esplanade slated for July 24

campaign currently being conducted by 
the EJGH Foundation to raise the funds 
needed to enlarge EJGH’s infusion center. 
Once completed, the new infusion center 
will accommodate twice as many patients 
and do so in a manner that will be much 
more comfortable for patients and their 
guests. 

Keith M. Darcey is a communications 
specialist with East Jefferson General 

Hospital located at 4200 Houma 
Boulevard in Metairie. Darcey can be 
reached at 889-7110 or at kdarcey@ejgh.
org. East Jefferson General Hospital, 
Louisiana’s first Nurse Magnet hospital, 
is a publicly owned, not-for-profit 
community hospital, providing care to the 
residents of the East Bank of Jefferson 
Parish and surrounding communities. 
EJGH’s website is www.ejgh.org.

Community
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd., Kenner  

• 24 hour access available
• climate/non-climate controlled  
• video surveillence  
• onsite management  
• high & dry  
• we accept your deliveries
• hurricane wind rated
• 140,000 square feet
• state-of-the-art construction
• commercial inventory & materials storage
• household goods  
• business records
• classic & vintage car storage

www.bigeasyselfstorage.com

“WE STORE IT ALL”
MOVE IN SPECIALS AVAILABLE!
468-3474

HURRICANE PROTECTION!

Highest wind-rated storage in Kenner!

Protect va
luables • 

Never floo
ded

www.facebook.com/bigeasyselfstorage


