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Council working on budget with deadline approaching
BY ALLAN KATZ

With a deadline of June 15 looming before
them, the Kenner City Council is working toward
huge decisions on budget cuts made necessary by a
referendum where voters turned down property tax
increase proposals and property tax renewals.
Mayor Michael S. Yenni has proposed an
operating budget for 2011-12 of $56.6 million and a
$3.4 million capital budget.
The city is facing a fiscal crisis mostly because
sales tax revenues have plunged during the national
recession that has impacted cities across the nation.
Mayor Yenni’s proposed budget calls for deep cuts
for the Kenner Parks and Recreation Department.
Yenni says to facilitate these cuts he is proposing that
some playground districts be re-drawn and resources
shifted to the playgrounds that historically have high
participation levels or host a full complement of the
programs that the city offers. Yenni also says that
low performing playgrounds will still be utilized,
but will only host programs that have a proven
track record of participation at that site. Three
playgrounds named for possible changes include
Westgate, Highway Park and Lincoln Manor.
In the mayor’s budget the Community Services
Department is also proposed to experience
cuts. This department’s remaining functions are
scheduled to become the responsibility of the Parks
and Recreation Department and the employees will
either be part of a reduction in force or be reassigned
to open positions within city government.
K-TV and the mayor’s office will experience
a reduction of force of one employee respectively.
K-TV will be consolidated within the Cities
Information Technology Department.
Yenni stated, “I am taking the lead on budget
cutting by eliminating a $5,000 portion of my
mayoral compensation for the next fiscal year.”
In response to the mayor’s budget, District 1
Councilman Gregory Carroll said he is adamantly
opposed to the closure of Lincoln Manor. Said

Kenner City Council redistricting
only makes small changes
BY ALLAN KATZ

Redistricting can be politically traumatic but
Kenner’s 2011 City Council reapportionment went
pretty smoothly with relatively slight changes that
affect four of the five districts.
By law, the city’s five council districts are
redrawn every 10 years to assure that each council
district has approximately the same number of
voters. The 2010 census showed that Kenner has a
total population of 66,702. The city lost five percent
of its population compared to the 2000 census.
The plan adopted was one of eight alternatives.
The changes were that
continued on page 26

Carroll, “Taking away the athletic programs from
the children does not provide any budgetary savings
since the city owns the building and the property and
will have to continue to maintain it.”
“Sales taxes are up $1.5 million for this fiscal
year and are estimated to increase even more next
year, so it is misguided to close playgrounds to our
families and children. If cuts are needed they should
be in areas that are non-essential and do not impact
the quality of life for our families and children,” said
District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni.
And, Councilwoman at large Michele Branigan
says she wants to know just how much will be
saved by the closure of the Community Services
Department which has responsibility for Rivertown
museums, the Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema
and the Council on Aging.
Councilwoman Branigan says she is also
concerned by reports that Kenner Police Chief Steve
Caraway may have to ax his K-9 dog unit that is
used for patrol and drug-sniffing duties to locate
caches of illegal drugs.
Still to be decided is the use of Kenner’s $3.7
million insurance settlement from Hurricane Katrina
damage to the Pontchartrain Center. Stagni says,
“This one-time money paid to the city gives us a
perfect opportunity to buy sorely needed equipment
for the fire and police departments.”
District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch
says the referendum on the millages was an example
of democracy in action.
DeFrancesch said, “The Council, after the
request of Mayor Yenni and Chief Caraway, voted
to place the referendum before the people for a vote.
The public responded by emphatically defeating the
millages. As I work through the budget hearings, I
must now decide how to amend the budget proposed
by Mayor Yenni in response to the vote of the
people.”
District 5 Councilman
continued on page 27
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Can Laketown become
Kenner’s West End?
BY ALLAN KATZ

The administration of Mayor Michael S. Yenni,
Kenner District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn and the
Kenner legislative delegation are pushing a plan that
would allow the economic development of Laketown.
A bill authored by state Senator Danny Martiny and
state Representative Tony Ligi is close to final passage
and Governor Bobby Jindal has also signed on in
support of the measure.
“Laketown can become Kenner’s West End with
restaurants and stores,” says Representative Ligi. “If
we can bring Coconut Beach to Kenner, they’ll host
weekend events that will help fill up Kenner hotels
and generate sales tax revenues.”
Prior to Hurricane Katrina, Coconut Beach – a
continued on page 27

Construction of new Target
store at The Esplanade mall
running ahead of schedule
BY ALLAN KATZ

East Jefferson levees in good shape
Executive Director Fran Campbell says the East
Jefferson Levee District has been patrolling the
Mississippi River Levee between St. Charles and
Orleans parishes 24/7 since the river rose over 15
feet at the Carrollton gauge on May 6, 2011. “The
levees are in excellent condition and there have
been no signs of seepage, no subsidence or any
other indication that would cause concern,” said
Campbell.
The East Jefferson Levee District has assisted
three other levee districts with sandbags and
HESCO baskets for flood fighting efforts. Police
and maintenance personnel have worked overtime
to assist St. Mary Parish, Lafourche Basin and
the Pontchartrain Levee

continued on page 26

Construction of the new Target store that will be
an anchor at The Esplanade mall is running ahead of
schedule with plans for a grand opening on July 24,
2011.
“I am just so pleased,” said Kenner District 4
Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch who has played
a leading role in bringing the Target store to Kenner.
“Target has received more than 600 job applications.
They’ve selected the store manager. Besides the
construction, Target has invested thousands of dollars
on landscaping that is both
continued on page 26
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Join us for an experience that is

OUT OF THIS WORLD!

The Planets

Narrated by Star Trek’s Kate Mulgrew (Captain Janeway), The
Planets provides a spectacular tour of our Solar System and
beyond! Witness the formation of our Solar System, explore the
planets and their moons, and search the night sky for distant stars,
nebulae, and galaxies. Audiences will be amazed by the stunning
imagery and up close views of The Planets!

Saturday - 3 p.m.

Laser Hip Hop

Get ready for a mix of today’s most popular musical artists
brought to life in this dazzling display of color and light. Laser
animations are set to selections from Justin Timberlake, Lloyd, Estelle, the Beastie Boys, Lil Mama the Black Eyed Peas and more.
This show is sure to be fun and exciting for everyone!

Saturday - 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.
MegaDome Cinema

Dive 12,000 feet below the surface of the ocean to join scientists in the
search for mysterious and elusive sea creatures!
Audiences will marvel at mystifying underwater habitats and
explore ancient sea species in a journey from the dramatic depths of the
sea to the far reaches of space!

Saturday - Noon and 2 p.m.

Appointment only Tuesday thru Friday, 10 people or more. Call 468-7231 for reservations or info.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show; Children/Seniors, $5 per show
Multi-show packages available

www.rivertownkenner.com
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feeling the heat?
Let our experts show you what foods to eat,
beverages to drink, and health habits to follow
so you can get the most out of your summer.
Dr. Roland Waguespack, Emergency Physician
Rebecca Lee, Registered Nutritionist

Beating the Heat
Tuesday, June 21, 7pm, FREE
East Jefferson General Hospital Conference Center
Call HealthFinder at 504-456-5000 to register.

East Jefferson General Hospital

www.ejgh.org/healthylifestyles
East Jefferson General Hospital is a publicly-owned, not-for-profit community hospital.
This hospital service district hospital, formed in 1965, receives no tax support from Jefferson Parish.
The hospital is accredited by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations.
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From the Editor
When the money runs out, tough choices for the Kenner City Council
BY ALLAN KATZ

Let’s pretend
for a moment that
you’re a member
of the Kenner City
Council. It’s budget
time, the budget is
now in your hands and Kenner is facing
probably its worst fiscal crisis since the
Great Depression over 75 years ago. What
services are you comfortable cutting out
of the budget? And what services seem to
you to be so important that it’s urgent that
they be included in the budget the Council
sends back to Mayor Michael S. Yenni?
What about the K-9 unit at the Kenner
Police Department? The K-9 specially
trained dogs are used for patrol duties
and drug-sniffing. When Kenner police
are searching a vehicle or a residence
for illegal drugs, they often summon
a drug-sniffing dog. What other funds
do you cut so money could be diverted
to funding the K-9 unit at the KPD?
How about a playground located in a
neighborhood that once was filled with
kids but the population around it has aged
and there are no longer enough kids to
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fill out certain rosters of football teams, a
volleyball teams or a baseball teams? Or,
how about having to let personnel go or
cutting certain services to residents?
Of course, as a matter of actual fact,
you and I aren’t members of the City
Council. We don’t have to make these
kinds of difficult decisions and live with
them for the next 12 months. The seven
members of the Council, and Mayor
Yenni, chose to run for their offices and
they do. They wanted to serve, knowing
there could be difficult decisions to make.
Indeed, what is ironic is that 10 or 15
years ago, there was plenty of money in
the Kenner treasury and it was certainly
a lot easier to be a Kenner mayor or a
councilman or councilwoman than it is
today.
Mayor Yenni has indicated his
preference is to reduce offerings or
possibly close three of Kenner’s leastused playgrounds and consolidate the
Community Services functions into
other departments. The mayor’s first
priority is fully funding the Police and
Fire Departments. He’d probably like to

shift some money to the Fire Department
so they can replace some of the 1980s
equipment on which they now ride.
When Kenner voters emphatically
turned down the mayor’s proposed three
property tax millage increases and three
tax renewals, they in effect told the mayor
and the Council that the citizens were
prepared to make do without services that
were previously provided by the city. But,
now, the question is just what services are
going to be cut?
For one, consider the plight of
Lincoln Manor playground. It is located
in the district of Councilman Gregory
Carroll and is mentioned as one of the
playgrounds that the mayor is proposing
to possibly close. Carroll is adamantly
opposed to closing Lincoln Manor and
he says that his constituents in District 1
feel the same way about it that he does.
In a short time, as the budgeting process
gets down to the nitty-gritty, Councilman
Carroll and his constituents will try to
persuade his fellow Council members that
the playground in fact should be spared.
Highway Park and Westgate

playgrounds are also mentioned on the list
for major changes, as well.
Mayor Yenni’s proposed budget is in
the City Council’s hands and the Council
has the power to amend his budget.
Council members are studying numbers
and debating what they will propose
to balance the budget. In turn, after the
Council makes amendments, the mayor
has the power to veto any item in the
Council’s version of the budget. Then, the
budget goes back to the Council which,
if it can muster five or more votes, can
override the mayor’s veto.
The fact is that what is coming is
the toughest negotiations and sparring
over the Kenner budget in many years
whereby cuts will definitely be felt by
Kenner citizens. The reason, of course,
is that there isn’t enough money to fund
everything this city offers now. And no
one wants to be the bad guy suggesting
what must go.
Between now and June 15 when the
budget must be completed, however,
we’re going to see who in Kenner will be
affected when it’s done. 

Political
Real reform impossible in Louisiana Legislature
BY JEFF CROUERE
Once again,
the people of
Louisiana
are
witnessing failure
in action in Baton
Rouge.
Typical
politicians are conducting another
unimpressive legislative session.
While the state deals with a massive
$1.6 billion budget deficit, real budgetary
reform is nowhere on the horizon. Of
course the budget will be eventually
balanced, as is required by law, but the
usual accounting tricks will be employed
to accomplish that imaginary goal.
Legislators have no intention of
proposing serious cuts to the budget,
instead, non-recurring revenue will be
tapped, dedicated funds will be raided and
the problem will be kicked down the road
for future legislators to handle.
One area that is crying out for reform
is the state’s higher education system.
As a poor state, it is unconscionable that
Louisiana finances 14 institutions of
higher learning, more than either Florida
or Illinois, two states with much larger
populations. With so many schools, the
majority are seriously underfunded and
performing poorly.
We clearly cannot afford our current
system, yet a modest bill to merge UNO
and SUNO failed to pass in this session.
Even though the schools have low

graduation rates, are only blocks apart
and offer duplication in course study and
staffing, the merger bill was defeated. So,
if this one minor reform bill cannot pass,
true reform is impossible. Not only should
the state merge these two institutions, but
a host of other colleges and universities
should be merged. The multiple boards of
higher education should also be combined
into one entity, saving taxpayers millions
of dollars and plenty of needless
bureaucrats. Of course, none of this will
happen in this do-nothing session.
Presently, Louisiana does not have
enough courageous legislators to challenge
the powerful special interest groups and
the influential lobbyists. For example, the
obnoxious red light and speed cameras
will survive once again. These money
making machines are placed throughout
the state to extract precious dollars from
motorists and fund city governments,
out of state companies and high priced
consultants and lobbyists. Various bills
to end this corrupt system have been
easily defeated in this session. While the
cameras are unpopular, unconstitutional
and provide no due process for citizens,
the Louisiana Legislature has heeded
the call of the mayors and lobbyists who
scream that the cameras are all about
“public safety.” Yet, as noted by Robert
Ross of the Pelican Institute, “there has
been extensive research on how red light

cameras increase ‘all crash types’ and
‘all crash severities.’” But, encouraging
Louisiana legislators to do their research
and examine actual studies is almost
a hopeless task; they are much more
interested in who is buying their next
meal at Ruth’s Chris Steak House. A
bill to eliminate the corrupt practice of
lobbyists wining and dining legislators,
the so-called “No Cup of Coffee” bill, was
defeated in a unanimous committee vote
with less than five minutes of discussion.
In the Louisiana Legislature, the unseemly
politics as usual system reigns supreme.
The new Republican legislative
majority means nothing since many of
the new GOP members are masquerading
former Democrats who have switched
for political, not principled, reasons. This
session will result in no real reform, no
real government reduction and no serious
tax relief.
While a very encouraging bill to
repeal the state income tax has been
introduced, it stands no chance of
becoming law. Eliminating the personal
income tax would put Louisiana on par
with Texas and Florida, two states that
have prospered, welcomed thousands of
new businesses and gained population.
With an attractive business climate, Texas
and Florida continue to gain congressional
seats, while Louisiana is set to lose a seat
continued on page 10
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When a privilege is abused
BY MICHAEL S.YENNI
Kenner Mayor
Since long
ago, dating as
far back as I
can
remember

to the days when my grandfather was
mayor, Kenner government could
boast with pride of its decision to
provide citizens with a platform to

Victoria A.M. Smith, M.D.
NOW
BACK
KENN IN
ER

Family Practice

Se habla español
fala-se português

Men • Women • Children
Female Care • Pap Smears
Contraception

Office Hours by Appointment
4228 Williams Blvd., Suite 203 • 496-0138 or 889-4011

KENNER
STR
“The man who stops advertising
to save money
is like the man
who stops
the clock to
save time.”

—THOMAS
JEFFERSON

For advertising rates call
468-9125

offer personal opinions, seek answers
and make constructive statements.
Those who addressed the council did
so with decorum and discipline, always
showing a respect for the process of
democracy.
I realize that May is usually the
month of unrest in weather, but the
hot winds of dissent blowing through
council chambers lately are swirling
with destructive force for Kenner and
its government. Instead of hearing
from diverse citizens with legitimate
concerns or solutions to problems,
we are hearing from a core group
of constant complainers who seem
choreographed to create chaos.
When the forum for citizen input
gets tarnished by political manipulation,
the result is that important city business
gets lost in the mess. Noisy doses
of campaign rhetoric erupt during
the “citizen’s wishing to address the
council” stage of the public meeting.
The council chamber becomes charged
with the drama of a grand jury room
where one or more council members
orchestrate speaker appearances and
actions with leading questions and hand
signals from the dais. Accusations and
rhetorical questions fly from a dozen or
so well-practiced but familiar mouths
that appear from meeting to meeting.
They push an issue beyond logical
limits, all the while, shouting that
such antics are their free speech rights,
that both elected and appointed city
officials work for them, and that they
deserve an immediate and carefully
researched response.
The atmosphere in the chambers is
often hostile and not conducive to the
polite discussion of acceptable business
decorum. Some speakers have recently
resorted to misguided and unwarranted
character assassinations – the kind of
trash generally thrown by desperate
losing political candidates.
Speakers who are allotted three
minutes to speak often go far beyond
that limit, particularly if one or more
council members use the speakers
as springboards to launch their
own political agendas. Bashing the
mayor and/or his administrative
staff has degenerated into a common
theme of these political marionettes
whose strings are pulled by political
operatives.
The result is that the entire charade

looks silly to the public and makes
Kenner look petulant. Furthermore, it
extends meetings needlessly, causing
employees who are obligated to stay
until the lights are out.
Some have wondered aloud why
I have refused to remain following
the council’s official business. That’s
an easy response. The citizen input
segment of the meeting is for “citizen’s
wishing to address the council.” It is
not a time for political maneuvering or
territorial bickering. I also have great
respect for democracy, and I do not
believe it is served when a select few
choose to abuse the process.
I have always practiced an opendoor policy. I make myself and my
staff available to constituents. I am
accessible. If that is new information
to anyone, accept this column as an
invitation to meet with me or members
of my team. Anyone with legitimate
questions, concerns or suggestions can
expect to get the information they seek
in a normal business fashion. Anyone
meeting with me will be treated fairly
and respectfully. I work for you, and I
never take that responsibility lightly.
But I don’t appreciate the antics
of a few who degrade our city and our
government. I know it has never been
the intent of voters to allow the end of
council meetings to deteriorate into
political mayhem. Until the undignified
practice stops, I will continue leaving
council meetings once the business
items on the published agenda are
resolved.
The political ambushing by
disingenuous speakers should stop.
That obligation rests in the hands of the
person chairing the council meetings.
At one recent meeting a speaker from
the floor actually decided who on the
council should speak and in what order.
Ironically, the New Orleans City
Council is experiencing a similar
problem. A couple of weeks ago, a
newspaper report indicated that the
council is considering how to change
its rules covering public speakers. If
this is becoming a common practice at
government meetings across the area,
then it is my hope that Kenner’s council
will lead the way back to decorum and
a respect for true democracy.
Mayor Yenni can be reached at 4687240 or by email at kennermayor@
kenner.la.us.

Happy Father’s Day
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CRACK REPAIR SPECIALIST
Hurricane season: Are you prepared?
AL FENNER THE WINDSHIELD REPAIR MAN
Established 1986

BY STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief

As residents of southeastern
Louisiana, we know the
devastating effects storms can
have on our area. The 2011
hurricane season begins June
1 and now is the time to make sure your family is
prepared. A successful plan will depend on a high level
of readiness and will ultimately ensure your family’s
safety.
In the days leading up to a hurricane’s potential
landfall, you should keep up with television and radio
updates as much as possible and take action accordingly.
Be sure to pick up and secure any loose objects in and
around your property well in advance. Have bricks,
cinder blocks or other similar objects available in order
to raise furniture and appliances in case of flooding.
It’s a good idea to have plywood on hand before the
hurricane season starts, as many people rush to the
hardware store at the last minute to purchase what
they need. Also, it’s a good idea to make trees on your
property more wind-resistant by removing diseased and
damaged limbs and strategically removing branches so
wind can blow through easily.
If you plan to evacuate with your family, be sure
to take special precautions for children, elderly and
disabled family members and pets. Tell your neighbors
where you are going and exchange emergency contact
numbers should you need to get in touch with each
other following a storm. There are several essential
items you should bring with you, such as flashlights,
batteries, a battery-powered radio, maps, prescription
medications, a first aid kit, non-perishable foods, bottled
water, clothing, sleeping bags and pillows. It is also
imperative that you take all your important documents,

such as your driver’s license, social security card, proof
of residence, insurance policies, wills, deeds, birth and
marriage certificates and tax records. Make sure to
fuel your vehicle ahead of time and check your spare
tire and roadside supplies. While in your vehicle, tune
into your local emergency broadcasts for the latest
information. Road and bridge closings are common
during a disaster and keeping up with the latest news
will help you avoid these routes.
Many of us have experienced gridlocks on
interstates during past hurricane evacuations. It’s a
headache for everyone waiting on the road and it
serves as an unpleasant reminder to leave as early as
possible. Rest assured that your police department will
do everything possible to help alleviate foreseeable
problems should an evacuation occur. The Kenner
Police Department has local evacuation plans and a
link to the “Louisiana Citizen Awareness and Disaster
Evacuation Guide” available on the KPD website
at www.kennerpd.com. You can obtain additional
information through the Louisiana State Police at www.
lsp.org as well as the website for the Governor’s Office
of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness at
http://gohsep.la.gov or www.getagameplan.org.
After evacuating for a hurricane, stay where you
are until local authorities give the signal that it is safe to
return home. Once home, inspect all power lines near
your residence and report any lines that are loose or
damaged. Do not, under any circumstances, touch a
downed power line.
Creating a plan before a hurricane threatens our
area is the most important thing you can do for your
family’s safety. Waiting to take action immediately
before a hurricane makes
continued on page 10
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Kenner Fire Department update
BY JOHN HELLMERS
Kenner Fire Chief

In
the
2009/2010
fiscal year, the Kenner Fire
Department had repairs and
maintenance to fire trucks that
totaled over $279,000. For the
current 2010/2011 fiscal year,
the repair and maintenance budget is projected to
be under $175,000. Our fleet of eleven fire trucks
has a total age of 179 years for an average age of
over sixteen years old. Six of these trucks are firstline trucks normally in-service every day. The other
five are spare trucks used when a first-line truck is
out-of-service for repairs and/or maintenance. It
is of critical importance that a schedule of vehicle
replacement be implemented.
Our equipment is aging along with the fleet.
One of the pumps used to power the “Jaws of Life,”
which is used for extricating victims from a wrecked
vehicle is eighteen years old. It has been rebuilt and
repaired several times and is now inoperable and
unable to be repaired. There are no funds within the
fire department budget to replace this much needed
piece of equipment. The company that attempted
the repair is allowing the department to use a loaner
pump at no cost. They will not provide this pump
indefinitely. A new rescue cutting tool is also needed
for vehicle extrications. Combined, these two items

will cost over $19,000.
Our inventory of four-inch hose, used for
delivering water from a fire hydrant to the fire trucks
was recently depleted due to hose failures during the
annual hose tests that were performed. These tests
are required by the Property Insurance Association
of Louisiana (PIAL), in accordance with NFPA 1962
(National Fire Protection Association). Two of our
spare trucks that normally carry an inventory of
hose and equipment, ready to be placed in service,
had no four-inch hose loaded on the truck. We also
had no spare hose available should another hose
failure occur. I was made aware that the Terrytown
Volunteer Fire Department had recently purchased
four-inch hose and might have old hose available for
us to use. They donated 1700 feet of four-inch hose
to our department, which after passing hose tests,
was placed in service.
In the last four years the Kenner Fire Department
has documented 26 life-saving calls with most
involving the use of our AEDs (Automatic External
Defibrillators). In 2010 the department responded to
3,454 calls for service which was a decrease of 242
calls from 2009.
I am looking toward the 2011/2012 budget year
and anticipating the challenges of staying within a
smaller budget.
continued on page 14
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Ochsner - Kenner expands wound care and hyperbaric services
By Paolo Zambito
E a c h
year, seven to
nine
million
Americans suffer
from
chronic
wounds
that
significantly
impact their quality of life. In order to
heal these wounds by focusing on the
whole patient, Ochsner-Kenner’s Wound
Care and Hyperbarics recently moved
into a newly expanded, larger facility to
better serve these patients.
Ochsner-Kenner’s
team
of
physicians, nurses and technicians
are highly trained, competent and
compassionate individuals who have
committed themselves to improving the
lives of our patients. “We are the only
wound care program on the East Bank
that offers multi-specialty care in which
every modality necessary to treat wounds
is available,” says Denise Becklehimer,
RN and certified wound specialist.
With patient volumes continuously
increasing, the department has expanded
by moving from the first floor in the
hospital to a new space on the first floor
of the medical office building. “We have
doubled the number of treatment rooms
from four to eight,” says Brian Leslie, BS,

CHT, program director. The new space
will also include an additional hyperbaric
chamber, a larger patient waiting area, and
improved reception area. “We’ve always
done great work, but the number of patients
we were seeing was exceeding our space
capacities,” says Leslie. “It is our hope
that this expansion will allow the patient to
have an even better overall experience.”
Since 2009, the number of physicians
has risen from four to seven. Medical
Specialties on the Physician Panel
include family practice, general and
vascular surgery, hyperbaric medicine,
infectious disease and podiatry.
“Wound Care and Hyperbarics
at Ochsner – Kenner is a ‘one-stop
shop’,” says Becklehimer. Specialized
services at the facility include a thorough
examination, development of a treatment
plan to meet each individual’s needs,
customized dressing changes, education
regarding wounds, and nutritional
counseling. Ochsner – Kenner’s Wound
Care & Hyperbarics offers the latest
cutting edge treatments in wound care
including specialized wound dressings,
negative pressure wound therapy,
bio-engineered tissue products, and
hyperbaric oxygen therapy treatments.
“We are blessed to have a staff
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3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
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To Go O
Southwestern Chicken Salad - 8.95
Grilled chicken, corn, salsa, balck beans, cheddar jack cheese, cucumbers,
tomatoes, & tortilla strips. Served with Southwest ranch dressing.
Smoked Turkey Salad - 8.50
Smoked turkey, baby swiss, chopped walnuts and sliced apple.
Cobb Salad - 9.25
Rows of grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, carrots, boiled egg,
cheddar jack cheese, bacon and smoked turkey.
Grilled Chicken Spinach Salad - 8.25
Fresh spinach, grilled chicken, feta cheese, black olives, tomatoes and cucumbers.
Chef Salad - 9.25
Grilled chicken, smoked ham, cheddar jack cheese, boiled egg, fresh tomatoes,
bacon and alfalfa sprouts.
All salads served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers and your choice of dressing.
Rasberry Walnut, Caesar, Lite Ranch, Honey Mustard, Fat Free Italian, Hot Bacon,
Blue Cheese, Balsmic Basil Vinaigrette. Extra dressing .50.

www.chateaucafe.com

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

that goes above and beyond the call
of duty,” says Leslie. “Everyone here
genuinely cares about every patient who
walks through the door. They become
family.” Wound Care and Hyperbarics
consistently receives extremely high
patient satisfaction scores. The patients
recognize the professional, caring staff
and Ochsner’s dedication to providing
the highest level of quality care. There
is no greater compliment than a satisfied
patient.
If you would like more information
or to make an appointment at Ochsner –
Kenner’s Wound Care and Hyperbarics,
please call 464-8686. 

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief
executive officer at Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner and has served in this
role for six years. Zambito has been at
the Kenner facility for over 20 years.
Zambito, who serves on the boards of
the National Kidney Foundation of
Louisiana and the Louisiana Extended
Care Hospital of Kenner is also a member
of the Jefferson Chamber of Commerce
and the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
of Louisiana. For more information of
the services and physicians at Ochsner
Medical Center-Kenner call 464-8000.

Pro-active lifestyles and
physical therapy
BY CRAIG GOODWIN
Physical
therapy
as
a
profession started
in the early 1920s
and has evolved into one of the most
respected professions in the medical
field. Early on, physical therapists
were in high demand as the need to
rehabilitate soldiers injured in World
War II escalated. As the profession grew
and continues to grow today, physical
therapists are hard at work trying to
teach injury prevention and wellness
in our communities around the country
as well as working with their primary
responsibilities of rehabilitating injuries.
Physical therapists have always
worked within a team approach along
with the physician and other healthcare
personnel to help restore a patient to the
most functional recovery as possible.
Today, the profession maintains its close
relationship with physicians and the
community to teach pro-active methods
of living as injury-free and healthy as
possible. Treating back or neck pain due
to arthritis as well as many other injury
types is what the profession does on a
daily basis; however, physical therapists
teach a well-rounded educational
program to help the patient function
on a daily basis with his or her injury.
We get the patient involved in exercise
programs at home to help them maintain
their strength, flexibility and stability
around an injured joint. We also get
involved in the community to help
individuals recognize the importance
of exercise in maintaining a healthy
lifestyle.
Many of us live with some aches
and pains from the wear and tear we
have put our bodies through for many
years. Arthritis is one of the inevitable
conditions that we all will face as we

get older. Pro-active lifestyles that
include exercise for strengthening and
flexibility will help reduce stress and
maintain full range of motion in those
joints affected. We cannot sit back and
allow these conditions to deteriorate
our body and gradually limit our ability
to function. We must become active in
our lifestyle to improve our health in all
areas of our lives.
Two of the most recognizable
side effects of not leading a proactive lifestyle in maintaining our
health are obesity and cardiovascular
disease. Exercise allows us to become
more active, preventing illness and
establishing good cardiovascular health.
Obesity causes many of the illnesses
that lead to a lifestyle of poor health and
well-being. Becoming pro-active with a
lifestyle of exercise and good diet will
help you increase your chance of living
a healthier life.
We need to become more proactive in our efforts to not only start, but
continue a program that will maintain
wellness in our lives. If people get
to know a physical therapist in their
community, they can be educated in
working with an injury or be guided in
becoming more active and healthy in
their future. 
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist,
is president of Kenner Orthopedic
and Sports Therapy, located at 3921
Williams Boulevard and two other
locations in Metairie and on the
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from
LSU Medical School Department of
Allied Health, Department of Physical
Therapy in 1987. The professionals
at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy can be contacted via email at
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.
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EJGH receives $60,000 to benefit outpatient oncology infusion center
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Health

BY KEITH M. DARCEY
E a s t
Jefferson General
Hospital
has
received $60,000
in proceeds from
the ninth annual
Lympho-Maniac 70s party held this
spring. Chad Landry, founder of the
New Orleans Lympho-Maniacs and
EJGH Foundation Board member,
announced that all money raised
from the event would support the
East Jefferson Capital Campaign to
expand and modernize the outpatient
oncology infusion center located in
the Yenni Treatment Pavilion.
This community event has a
special history. Landry is an EJGH
patient and Hodgkin’s Lymphoma
survivor. He graduated from LSU,
spent three years working in Houston,
then moved back to New Orleans in
January 2002. Shortly thereafter, he
decided to hold a party with the help
of friends and family in order to raise
awareness and money for local cancer
non-profit organizations. The party

has evolved from its early days into
a premier event. Since its inception,
New Orleans Lympho-Maniacs have
raised almost $200,000 for local
cancer causes here in New Orleans.
“As a cancer survivor, I can tell
you first-hand about the quality of
cancer care at East Jefferson,” says
Landry. “They have always had
expert physicians and staff that are
supported with top-notch cancerfighting technology. I wanted to
donate these proceeds to ensure that
the flagship cancer center in the state
will be able to also offer the premier
oncology facilities needed now and in
the future.”
East Jefferson General Hospital
Foundation has launched a $3
million capital campaign that will
significantly expand its capabilities
to treat cancer patients in the Gulf
South. Plan highlights call for major
renovations to enlarge the facility
from 3,300 square feet to over 11,000
square feet, increase the number of
infusion stations from eight to 22,

expand the “Fast Track” service to oncology services and will allow us to
more quickly serve patients add a treat the growing number of patients
multi-media conference center and a who trust us with their care.” 
cancer resource library.
Keith
M.
Darcey
is
a
“On behalf of East Jefferson, I communications specialist with East
want to thank Chad Landry, the local Jefferson General Hospital located at
businesses that supported the Lympo- 4200 Houma Boulevard in Metairie.
Maniacs 70s Party and the over 1,200 Darcey can be reached at 889-7110 or
people who came out to enjoy the at kdarcey@ejgh.org. East Jefferson
event,” said Dr. Mark Peters, EJGH General Hospital, Louisiana’s first
President and Chief Executive Officer. Nurse Magnet hospital, is a publicly
“As a community hospital, we are owned, not-for-profit community
honored that the community believes hospital, providing care to the
so strongly in our ability to help residents of the East Bank of Jefferson
people win their fight against cancer.
Parish and surrounding communities.
This capital campaign will secure our
website is www.ejgh.org.
0611-Dealndougs:Layout 1 5/20/11 7:56 AM PageEJGH’s
ability
to remain a nation’s leader in 1
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2005 CHRYSLER CROSSFIRE
CONVERTIBLE
ONLY 56K MILES, FULLY LOADED
AND DOUBLE SHARP

$13,990

Meniscus tear: A common
cause of knee pain

or just $277 per month
V2189

BY THOMAS R. LYONS, M.D.
Meniscus
tears
of
the
knee are a very
common
knee
condition seen in patients of all ages. The
meniscus is a fibrocartilage crescentshaped structure within the knee that
functions as a shock absorber as well
as provides stability to the knee. The
knee contains two menisci, the medial
meniscus (inside aspect of knee) and the
lateral meniscus (outside aspect of knee).
The medial meniscus is torn much more
commonly than the lateral meniscus.
Meniscus tears as a result of trauma or
injury are common in younger patients
involved in sports. Meniscus tears can
also occur without trauma as a result of
degenerative changes in older individuals.
These degenerative meniscus tears often
coexist with osteoarthritis.
Patients with a meniscus tear may
present with a history of twisting injury
to the knee or with atraumatic gradual
onset of symptoms localized to one
side of the knee. Patients may complain
of sharp pain with walking, kneeling,
squatting or other activity. Patients may
report knee swelling and note mechanical
knee catching, locking or giving way.
Physical examination of the knee may
show an effusion (swelling) and usually
demonstrates joint-line tenderness in the

area of the meniscus tear. Plain X-rays of
the knee may be normal in patients with
a meniscus tear. A magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI) scan is often useful in
diagnosing a meniscus tear.
Treatment of meniscus tears depends
on many factors including patient age,
patient activity level, severity and type
of symptoms and presence of coexisting
conditions. In active individuals with
a symptomatic meniscus tear and
without significant arthritic disease,
knee arthroscopy with meniscus repair
or partial removal can provide excellent
relief of complaints. In more sedentary
individuals with meniscus tears along with
symptomatic arthritis other treatments
such as medication, joint injections, or
in some cases joint replacement surgery,
may be appropriate. An evaluation by
an orthopedic surgeon is necessary
to properly diagnose and treat a knee
meniscus tear. 
Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board
certified orthopedic surgeon with over
10 years experience. The Orthopedic
Center for Sports Medicine is a multispecialty center dedicated to complete
musculoskeletal care with focused
expertise in shoulder and knee injuries.
Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie.
For additional information call 467-5900
or visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

2004 FORD F-150 EXT CAB

LOADED,
EXCELLENT CONDITION

$9990

or just $223 per month

V2290

887-3131
HugE SELECTION OF CARS, TRuCkS, SuVS.
Rates a LOW as 2.99%.
FREE 12 month/12,000 warranty.
14 Year member of the BBB.

FREE

1 Year
Warranty

“Shop us or you’ll pay too much for your next vehicle!!”
k uS
CHEC LINE
N
O
T
Ou

14 Year
Member

www.dealndougs.com

That’s the number of households that receivenewspaper in
the mail each month.

468-9125
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How often should you
Summer’s here – Watch out for sunburn
get a car radiator flushed
BY ALLAN KATZ
BY SCOTT ZIMMERMAN
Y o u r
vehicle’s radiator
is a reservoir
that holds water
and
antifreeze
to help keep the engine cool and will
occasionally require a radiator flush. The
radiator not only helps cool the engine
when it is running but many people don’t
realize it also helps keep the engine from
freezing up during the winter when the
car is parked.
Depending upon the type of vehicle
you have, a radiator can be very small to
relatively large and will be filled with a
combination of water and antifreeze (or
sometimes just antifreeze). Over time,
radiators can become dirty or water
and antifreeze may contain too many
impurities that render the antifreeze
ineffective at cooling the engine. This
means the radiator will need to be flushed.
There is no set rule for how often
you should get your radiator flushed.
The frequency of radiator flushes will
depend on several factors, such as your
own driving habits and the quality of
antifreeze you use. Occasionally flushing
your vehicle’s radiator will help extend
the useful life of your vehicle.
Over time, the antifreeze in your

vehicle may become acidic and lose its
ability to help protect the engine from
extreme temperatures. You can purchase
a pH level litmus test at your local auto
parts store to test the acidity level of the
antifreeze. Simply insert one of the litmus
test strips into your vehicle’s radiator and
refer to the color guide on the box. If the
test reveals that the water and antifreeze
in your radiator is too acidic, then it’s
time to get a radiator flush.
While there is no set schedule
for getting a radiator flush, almost all
car manufacturers recommend that
you drain and refill your radiator with
quality antifreeze at least every other
year or every 40,000 to 60,000 miles
– whichever comes first. Flushing the
radiator occasionally will help keep it
clean and prevent buildup of dirt and
sediment. Fresh antifreeze will also help
protect your car engine from extreme
cold or hot temperatures. 
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of
Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., a
family-owned and operated full-service
tire and automotive shop, located at
4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner.
Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on
Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website
is www.scottystireauto.com.

(continued from page 5)

FREE
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if it’s just for a few minutes. Those
few minutes can turn into many
minutes if you get into an interesting
conversation or if you just decide to
sit down and enjoy the warmth of the
sun. Exposure to the sun is treated
very casually in Louisiana, at least up
to the moment when we realize that
we have a suspicious looking area
that might be a malignant melanoma.
Then, of course, it becomes a serious
problem.”
Dr. DeBellevue said that properly
applied sunscreen with a rating of 30
or more blocks the sun’s ultraviolet
rays, preventing sunburn and skin
cancer. “It really doesn’t matter if
your work is outdoors and in the sun
or if you are going to lie down by a
swimming pool to get a tan,” says
Dr. DeBellevue. “If you don’t take
precautions to block the sun, whether
by the clothing you wear or by using
sunscreen, then you are at risk. I
think that awareness of the danger
of exposure to the sun is increasing
and that people are being more
cautious. Anyone who has endured
and survived skin cancer will tell you
that it’s no joke.” 
Dr. DeBellevue’s office is
conveniently located in the Medical
Office Building at Ochsner-Kenner.
The office phone number is 4693434.

Crouere

WIN A

MAY 11 - AUGUST 26

If Dr. Robert DeBellevue, a board
certified dermatologist practicing at
Ochsner-Kenner Medical Center, had
his way we would all carry around a
container of sun blocker with a rating
of 30 or more.
“If it were up to me, anyone
getting ready to spend five minutes
in the sun would put sunscreen on
their scalp, face, hands, ears and any
other part of their body that is going
to be exposed to the sun,” says Dr.
DeBellevue. “I know that my views
are considered extreme because we
tend to take the sun for granted in
Louisiana. Lots of people wear their
sunburn proudly and others think that
they would love to have a similar tan.
The sun is not our friend and skin
cancer is a serious illness that can
threaten your life.”
Dr. DeBellevue has developed
his strong views about sunburn over
many years of treating large numbers
of patients who have developed
skin cancers because of exposure to
Louisiana’s broiling summer sun.
“I’m also a big believer in wearing
hats when you go outdoors during the
summer,” says Dr. DeBellevue. “For
those whose hair is thin, hats should be
considered absolutely essential. Even
those who have a fine, thick head of
hair would be well advised to put on
a hat every time they go outside, even

YOU COULD WIN

A SHARE OF

$38,000
MAY 6 - JUNE 25
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS

7PM - 2AM

for the second time in two decades. With fewer representatives in Congress, Louisiana
will have less clout on Capitol Hill to steer major federal projects to the state. The rich
will get richer and Louisiana will fall further behind.
The beat goes on in Baton Rouge and the state will continue to suffer the negative
impact unless there is major structural reform. As our Southern neighbors have prospered,
Louisiana has lost both population and industry. While major automobile plants have
been built in Mississippi and Alabama, Louisiana has been largely overlooked. Most of
the major business announcements have been negative ones as massive facilities like
Michoud in New Orleans East and Avondale Shipyard in Jefferson Parish prepare to
close. 
Maybe voters will decide to take matters into their own hands and throw the rascals
out this fall. Clearly, it is time for a new crop of legislators who are not beholden to any
group of people, except the voters of Louisiana.
Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans and his Louisiana based television
program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays
on PBS television station WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00
a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the north shore.
Crouere is a political analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.
ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

Caraway

(continued from page 7)
Must be at least 21 years of age. Must
show proof of a valid government issued
photo ID and be a member of the Twin
Spires Players Club. Management reserves
all rights to alter or cancel this promotion
at any time. See official rules for details.

ELMWOOD · HOUMA · LULING/BOUTTE • METAIRIE · THIBODAUX
KENNER • LAPLACE

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-877-770-STOP

landfall can make an already stressful situation more difficult. Review your hurricane
plan often, divide responsibilities among family members and keep children informed
and involved. Discuss new ideas and better ways of carrying preparations out. By
knowing exactly what to do when disaster strikes, you and your family will be ready. 
Chief Caraway can be reached by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner
Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com.
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So it’s time
to upgrade your
current ride, but
you don’t have
the resources to
pay cash. What
can you expect in the current financial
atmosphere?
Well there is money available out
there with rates as low as zero percent
on new cars and 2.9 percent on used.
Some manufacturers are currently
offering zero percent on their 2011
cars, trucks and SUVs to move them
before the 2012s arrive. They will also
offer you a choice of a rebate or zero
percent financing. Rebates could vary
from $1000 to as much as $7,000 to
$8,000. You will need to shop around
and compare the interest savings to
the rebate they are offering. The smart
shopper should negotiate the best deal,
then put a pencil to the savings with
the rebate or zero percent. Of course
the lender, GMAC, Toyota Motor
Credit, Ford Motor Credit, etc. will
require that you have excellent credit
history for loan approval.
If your credit is less than perfect
it brings up a whole different set of
circumstances and the rate will vary
widely. All banks use credit score
numbers now to determine what rate
potential customers qualify for.
What’s your credit score? If you
don’t know, you should find out. Go
online and search “credit score.”
There will be plenty of resources to
help you determine your credit score.
For a few dollars you will know what
to expect, as your credit report and
score will reflect any late payments,
judgments or other issues with your
credit. The best scores are 800 or
higher, however, anything over 700 is
pretty good and you probably won’t
have any problems and should qualify
for a good rate. A credit score in the
600 to 700 range can cause rates to
vary. Many factors are considered
such as your job, how long you’ve
been in the bureau and, of course,
your current debt. If you’re buying too
much car and your payment will not
fit into your budget with your current
monthly obligations the bank will
probably require more money down or
ask you purchase a cheaper vehicle.
If your credit score is below 600,
then what can you expect? There are
no iron-clad set of rules for people in
this situation. Although banks won’t
loan you any money, other sub-prime
lenders will. In fact they specialize in
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wound care and hyperbarics visits last year.

1

choice for advanced treatment options.

Wound Care and Hyperbarics at Ochsner Kenner focuses on healing
chronic wounds fast. We help a wide range of patients get back to life
quicker with highly advanced treatment options for problem wounds.
Wounds treated include:
• Diabetic and pressure ulcers
• Non-healing surgical wounds
• Traumatic wounds
• Burns
• Radiation tissue damage
• Gangrene
• Bone infections
• Soft tissue infections
• And much more

To learn more or to
schedule an appointment,
call 504-464-8686 today.

ochsner.org/kenner

©2011 Ochsner Health System (ochsner.org) is a non-profit, academic, multi-specialty, healthcare delivery system dedicated to patient care, research and education.
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Mental incapacity and
forced heirship in Louisiana
BY JAMES L. MELCHERS
Is a person
with a mental
illness
under
control at the
death of their parent deemed a forced
heir? The answer is “yes.”
The legal definition of a forced heir
includes a person who is permanently,
mentally incapable of taking care of
themselves or administering their estates
at the time of the death of a parent.
What about someone who has a mental
disorder, but at the time of the death of
the parent is able to take care of them
self? An example could be someone with
bi-polar disorder who is functioning on
a daily basis with medication.
Louisiana law (La Civ.C. Art 1493)
further defines “ permanently incapable
of taking care of their person or
administering their estates” to include
children who have an inherited incurable
disease that, even if not disabling now,
may render them incapable of caring
for their persons or estates in the future.
The disease must be inherited, incurable
and medically documented, to make the
adult heir a forced heir.
In a May 2010 case the Third
Circuit Court of Appeals upheld the
right of two sisters who had medical
documentation of bi-polar disorder
to inherit from their mother as forced
heirs. Their mother died in 2008. Her
husband had predeceased her. They had
three children, all of whom were adults
at the time of her death.
About a year before she died, the
mother had executed a will leaving her
entire estate to her sister. The children
contested the validity of the will. Two
of the children specifically sought a
reduction in the amount given to the
sister because it impinged on their
portions as forced heirs. Even though
they were adults and over the age of 23,
they claimed they suffered from mental
illness, including bipolar disorder,
which renders them incapable of caring
for themselves. Therefore, they were
forced heirs.
The case went to trial. The lower
court ruled against the sisters stating
they were capable of taking care of their
households and daily tasks at the time
of their mother’s death and therefore not
forced heirs.
The two children appealed the
ruling claiming the lower court erred in
failing to find that they are forced heirs.
They argued that the medical evidence
clearly established that they have an
inherited, incurable disease which, even
if not disabling now, “may” render them
incapable of caring for their persons or

estates in the future.
At the trial, the sisters both testified
about the mental difficulties they have
experienced in their lives. One of the
sisters testified that she had been under
treatment for many years for anxiety,
panic disorder and depression and
she was on numerous medications.
She received governmental disability
payments. She held one job for about 15
years, but lost that job due to illness.
The other sister had been diagnosed
with schizophrenia and had been in
and out of hospitals for years. She had
been treated for major depression with
psychosis and bipolar disorder. This
sister’s condition was controlled with
medication and she had numerous jobs
and issues with those jobs for years.
The psychiatrist, who reviewed
their medical records and evaluated
each sister in 2009, concluded that both
ladies are incapable or may become
incapable of caring for their own affairs
without assistance. She diagnosed
both with bipolar disorder, a condition
they had when their mother died. The
doctor explained that mood psychiatric
disorders run in families and they are
not curable, only treatable. The doctor
testified that bipolar disorder does
interfere with life and employment
functions.
The appeals court ruled in favor
of the two sisters and reversed the
judgment of the trial court. Both sisters
were found to be forced heirs of their
mother’s estate due to overwhelming
evidence that they have suffered with
mental illness for many years. Their
inherited, incurable diseases had only
worsened with time. Although at the
time of their mother’s death they could
manage to care for themselves and
their households, this capability was
decreasing with time and they may not
be able to care for themselves in the
future.
In conclusion, forced heirs
include individuals with a medically
documented inherited, incurable disease
that may rendered them incapable of
taking care of their person or estate
in the future, even if, they are able to
manage their daily life and estate at the
time of the death of the parent. 
James L. Melchers is the senior
attorney at Melchers Law Firm, located
at 909 West Esplanade Avenue in
Kenner and the firm’s primary areas
of practice are estate planning, wills,
trusts, successions, corporate law,
and personal injury. Melchers can be
reached at 467-1092 or visit the website
at www.melcherslawfirm.

Purchase of $150 to $250

Expires 6/ 30/11

Purchase of $250 and up

Please present coupon at time of payment.

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner Work • Struts
Brake Service • Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups CV Joints • Fuel Injection Cleaning

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com

Stop by and try our

FOAM BRUSH AUTOMATIC
CAR WASH

$

2 OFF

any car wash
use code 2260

We’re your boilinG headquarters!
Potatoes, Corn, Garlic

20 pack

24 pack 12 oz cans

Longnecks
bottles
Miller Lite
Bud

SUITCASE

Bud Lite
Coors Lite

Miller Lite
Bud

Bud Lite
Coors Lite

The Ice House
2151 WILLIAMS BLVD.
(RIGHT BEHIND
BEHIND CAR
CAR WASH)
WASH)
(RIGHT

Monday -- Thursday
Thursday •
•7
7 am
am -- 6
6 pm
pm
Monday
Friday and
and Saturday
Saturday •• 7
7 am
am -- 7
7 pm
pm
Friday
Sunday •• 8
8 am
am -- 5
5 pm
pm
Sunday

469-3503
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George Drake Award presented at Roosevelt Middle School
On May 19, 2011, Taylor Porter,
right, was awarded the ninth annual
George Drake Award by Roosevelt
Middle School principal Amelia Noel.
The award is presented by the Kenner

Star in honor of the memory of George
L. Drake, III, to an eighth grade student
at Roosevelt who best emulates the
qualities that he brought to the halls
of Roosevelt Middle School, namely

a dedication to learning, kindness to
others, compassion, optimism and a
quality of living each day to the fullest.
Drake, head writer and editor of the
Kenner Star for over eight years until
his untimely passing at the age of 52,
had a 23-year career with the Jefferson
Parish Public School System, where he
taught at Higgins, East Jefferson and
Bonnabel High Schools before moving
to Roosevelt Middle School in 1997. In
his capacity as an educator, Drake had a
love of teaching, a dedication that was

unmatched, a caring about his students
that was genuine, an unselfish attitude in
helping his fellow faculty and a sincere
willingness to do whatever it took to get
the job done.
The eighth grade teachers at
Roosevelt Middle School selected
Porter in recognition of her outstanding
character and she was presented with a
commemorative plaque, a savings bond
and her name has also been transcribed
on a memorial plaque in the Roosevelt
school library. 

KPD helps Special Olympics program

Roosevelt Middle School eighth grade student Taylor Porter, right, was awarded the ninth annual
George Drake Award, sponsored by the Kenner Star, at an end of school ceremony in May. Drake’s
mother, Jeanette Drake, left, attended the ceremony honoring her son.

The Kenner Police Department along with the Harahan Police Department,
Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office, Louisiana State Police Troop B, Probation and
Parole, DEA, FBI, Secret Service, U.S. Marshals and U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development members participated in the 26th annual Louisiana Law
Enforcement Torch Run on May 19, 2011 to benefit Special Olympics Louisiana.
Local officers have carried the “Flame of Hope” for Special Olympics throughout
the area since the event came to Louisiana in 1985. To date, the Law Enforcement
Torch Run is the largest fundraising and public awareness campaign for Special
Olympics programs around the world.
The 6.3 mile route for the Jefferson Parish leg of the Louisiana Law Enforcement
Torch Run started out at Zephyr Stadium in Metairie and ended at the Kenner
Police Complex. 

“BRING YOUR HOME TO A NEW LEVEL”

Call Today To Qualify !!!
GRANT MONEY STILL AVAILABLE
UP TO $160,000

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
Locally Owned & Operated
www.Elevationsshoring.com
/ Operated

725 – 3RD STREET

KENNER, LA 70062

(504) 888-5438 (LIFT)
(

50

Hellmers

(continued from page 7)

The city’s general fund has to make up the $1.8 million difference that is not
covered by Kenner’s fire millage. In 2001 the fire millage was 11.02 mills. In 2010,
the millage assessed for fire protection in Kenner was 7.4 mills. Without a renewal
of this millage, the city will have to find close to $3.5 million dollars that the millage
currently generates.
Regardless of the funding issues we have, the Kenner Fire Department stands
ready when called. Our response time of three minutes, forty seconds is below the
national average. The public can assist us in getting to the scene by reporting fires
that they happen upon and not assume that someone else has called. 
Kenner Fire Chief John Hellmers can be reached at 468-4000 or by email at
fire@kenner.la.us. The Kenner Fire Department website is www.kenner.la.us/fire.
html.
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Massage Envy offers spa setting for healthy, relaxing therapies
BY ALLAN KATZ

Massage Envy is a spa specializing in
massages and facials that opened a year
ago in Kenner at 819 West Esplanade
Avenue near Chateau Boulevard.
“We are filling a niche in the
marketplace by offering massages and
facials at affordable prices,” says Cong
Tran, who owns the Massage Envy
franchise on West Esplanade. Massage
Envy offers an introductory one-hour
massage for $39. “Each month, we have
done better than the previous month,” says
Tran. “Of course, it’s to our advantage
that Kenner is very convenient not just
for those who live in the city but also
for our clients who reside in the greater
New Orleans area. Also, our network
base consists of members from over 670
other Massage Envy locations around the
country.”
Tran says the secret of Massage Envy’s
success is that their massages and facials,
given by state-licensed professional
massage therapists and estheticians, go

beyond the total relaxation of the mind
and body. “We not only relieve stress and
tension – which everyone seems to have
an over-abundance of in our modern world
– but also treat physical conditions. The
result is psychological and physiological
benefits. Some of our clients say that the
experience and the relaxation they derive
from our treatments positively affects not
only their body but their mind and spirit.”
He says the mission of Massage
Envy Spa is to make quality therapeutic
massages and skin nourishing facials
available to everyone at affordable prices.
“We offer a convenient location, flexible
hours and membership benefits that make
Massage Envy so affordable that many of
our clients make massages and facials a
regular part of their lives,” says Tran.
The hours of Massage Envy are
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to
10:00 p.m.; Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 6:00
p.m. and Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Tran is a licensed massage therapist

Big Easy Self Storage offers aid to flood
victims in the form of free storage units
Big Easy
Self Storage,
a leader in
self storage
solutions, is
extending a
welcome to
all victims
of the recent
Mississippi
River flood
who
have
temporarily
relocated to the area. Big Easy is offering
two months of free storage to those hailing
from the affected areas.
Flood victims need only stop by the
office during business hours and present
valid identification listing their residence
in one of the flooded areas.
Big Easy Self Storage is located at
2201 West Napoleon Avenue in Kenner,
at the corner of Williams Boulevard and
West Napoleon Avenue next to CVS
Pharmacy.
Those seeking assistance from Big
Easy are encouraged to call ahead and
schedule an appointment.
“We’d like to extend a hand to the
local community affected by this terrible
and historic event” says Big Easy Resident
Manager Sean Landry. “We’re all in this
together.”
Landry went on to note, “The local
news featured families packing what
they could and heading out of town and
I immediately realized there was an

opportunity
for Big Easy
to make a
difference.”
Big Easy
just recently
completed
a food drive
for Second
Harvest
food bank.
The facility
has
also
participated in Toys for Tots and collects
used cell phones for the Cell Phones for
Soldiers program.
“We’re always open to and looking
for new ways to get involved and give
back to our community.” Landry said.
“Big Easy Self Storage provides
clean, dry, secure storage in a new,
well-maintained facility. The facility is
completely surrounded by access gates
and sixteen cameras offering 24-houra-day monitoring. Our staff at Big Easy
pride ourselves on providing the absolute
best service available. Big Easy supplies
a variety of services to satisfy all your
storage and packing needs,” said Landry.
Big Easy’s hours of operation are
9:00 a.m. until 6 p.m. on Monday through
Friday, on Saturday from 9:00 a.m. until
5:00 p.m. and Sunday hours are 10:00
a.m. through 5:00 p.m.
The phone number is 468-3474 and the
website is www.bigeasyselfstorage.com. 

and holds a business degree
from the University of New
Orleans. “We love Kenner,” he
says. “We’ve been welcomed
with open arms. It’s a
wonderful community to live
and raise a family.” He and his
wife, My Linh, have a two-year
old daughter, Calla. My Linh is
a Tulane graduate who works
as a pharmacist at a national
chain drug store.
“As a pharmacist, I see the
benefits of massage our clients can use
in conjunction with their wellness and
health. We have clients that have not been
able to walk or been limited from physical
activity who have been able to improve
their physical activities after sessions
of massage. We provide therapies for
clients with arthritis, cancer, chronic pain,
insomnia, etc. We see massage therapy as
an addition to benefit one’s health and not
just as a luxurious experience,” said My
Linh.
Among Massage Envy services are
Swedish massage, deep-tissue massage,
sports massage, pre-natal massage,

reflexology and Murad healthy skin
facials.
Tran says Massage Envy offers
affordable prices for facials, enabling
many clients to enjoy this therapy for
the first time. He says benefits of facials
include moisturizing the skin; increasing
circulation; decreasing signs of aging;
improving skin tone and texture, as well
as alleviating redness and sensitivity.
The telephone number for Massage
Envy is 496-9000. Visit the website at
www.massageenvy.com/clinics/LA/Kenner.
aspx. 

Ladies…
We can solve the challanges of
thinning hair.
Introductory Special…
100% Human Hair Graft,
Application, Cut, and Styled…
$29900
Offer Expires 07/30/2011

Call For Your Free Consultation

Gentlemen…
You can turn back the years
and be more confident in your
appearance.
Hair Styles Unlimited

Salon & Spa
3635 Florida Ave
Kenner, LA
504 464 5949

Offering Total Hair Care,
Custom Massage Therapy,
Complete Body Waxing,
Manicures, Pedicures,
Acrylics, and Gel Nails
Specializing in hair restoration,
extensions, and alternative hair.
www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com
Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977
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Keep your mind sharp at any age with six simple steps

BY tony simon and JOHN BULL
Most everyone has the occasional
“senior moment” such as going into the
kitchen and not remembering why or
not being able to recall a familiar name
during a conversation. Memory lapses
can occur at any age, but aging alone
is generally not a cause of cognitive
decline. When significant memory
loss occurs among older people, it is
generally not due to aging but to organic
disorders, brain injury or neurological
illness.
Studies have shown that you can
help prevent cognitive decline and
reduce the risk of dementia with some
basic good health habits such as staying
physically active, getting enough
sleep, not smoking, having good social
connections, limiting alcohol to one
drink a day and eating a balanced diet
low in saturated and trans fats. Certain
health conditions that can impair
cognitive skills include diabetes, high
blood pressure, sleep apnea, depression,

hypothyroidism and high LDL (bad)
cholesterol. If you have any of these
health issues, you can help protect your
memory by following your doctor’s
advice carefully.
Memory changes can be frustrating,
but the good news is that, thanks to
decades of research, there are various
strategies we can use to protect and
sharpen our minds. Here are six you
might try.
The first is to keep learning. A
higher level of education is associated
with better mental functioning in
old age. Experts think that advanced
education may help keep memory
strong by getting a person into the habit
of being mentally active. Challenging
your brain with mental exercise is
believed to activate processes that help
maintain individual brain cells and
stimulate communication among them.
Many people have jobs that keep them
mentally active, but pursuing a hobby,
learning a new skill, or volunteering for
a project at work that involves a skill
you don’t usually use can function the
same way.
Secondly, use all your senses.
The more senses you use in learning
something, the more of your brain will
be involved in retaining the memory. In

one study, adults were shown a series
of emotionally neutral images, each
presented along with a smell. They were
not asked to remember what they saw.
Later, they were shown a set of images,
this time without odors, and asked to
indicate which they’d seen before.
They had excellent recall for all odorpaired pictures, and especially for those
associated with pleasant smells. Brain
imaging indicated that the piriform
cortex, the main odor-processing region
of the brain, became active when people
saw objects originally paired with
odors, even though the smells were no
longer present and the subjects hadn’t
tried to remember them. So challenge
all your senses as you venture into the
unfamiliar.
Thirdly, believe in yourself. Myths
about aging can contribute to a failing
memory. Middle-aged and older learners
do worse on memory tasks when they’re
exposed to negative stereotypes about
aging and memory and better when the
messages are positive about memory
preservation into old age. People who
believe that they are not in control of
their memory function – joking about
“senior moments” too often, perhaps –
are less likely to work at maintaining
or improving their memory skills and

therefore are more likely to experience
cognitive decline. If you believe you
can improve and you translate that
belief into practice, you have a better
chance of keeping your mind sharp.
Next, prioritize your brain use. If
you don’t need to use mental energy
remembering where you laid your keys
or the time of your granddaughter’s
birthday party, you’ll be better
able to concentrate on learning and
remembering new and important
things. Take advantage of calendars
and planners, maps, shopping lists, file
folders and address books to keep routine
information accessible. Designate a
place at home for your glasses, purse,
keys and other items you use often.
Fifth, repeat what you want to know.
When you want to remember something
you’ve just heard, read or thought about,
repeat it out loud or write it down. That
way, you reinforce the memory or
connection. For example, if you’ve just
been told someone’s name, use it when
you speak with him or her: “So, John,
where did you meet Camille?”
And lastly, space it out. Repetition
is most potent as a learning tool when
it’s properly timed. It’s best not to
repeat something many times in a short
continued on next page
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Home

BY LINDA R. MARTIN
When people
enter your home
they usually look
down before up,
so that first step is
vital for attracting
a homebuyer and making a great first
impression. This is one reason why
more people are installing hardwood
floors in their homes.
Hardwood flooring enhances the
look of any room and can create a classic
ambiance that will beautify the interior
design of your home. Residential real
estate agents agree that homes with
wood floors hold their value better, sell
faster and fetch higher prices.
Last year, 99 percent of real estate
agents responding to a national survey
conducted by the National Wood
Flooring Association agreed that homes
with hardwood floors are easier to sell.
The survey also found that 82 percent
believe that homes with hardwood
floors sell faster and 90 percent said
they would sell for more money.
The
American
Hardwood
Information Center adds that restoring
hardwood flooring in the home is one
of the best long-term investments to be
made.
“Hardwood
floors
are
environmentally
friendly,
forever
fashionable and will last for generations,”
said Pembroke Jacobs, president of the
Hardwood Manufacturers Association.
“Plus, with an expected life span of
up to 100 years for certain premium
hardwood flooring, you can be assured
that that the hardwood really is a onetime investment with a very long-term
payoff.”
Real estate agents also agree that
carpeting does not impress potential
buyers, but hardwood floors are always
a draw. Engineered wood floors impart
warmth, depth and richness to a home’s
decor that cannot be matched by
carpeting, tile or vinyl flooring.
Despite the existence of modern
architectural trends in flooring,

Six simple steps

(continued from previous page)

hardwood can still compete with floor
tiles and other artificial materials. It
comes in a variety of colors and grains,
in light, medium or dark shades and a
variety of sizes, styles, finishes and
species.
Maple, mahogany and oak are
the most popular woods, but some
homeowners are investing in exotics
such as Brazilian cherry and purpleheart
wood.
The Environmental Protection
Agency has said that indoor air quality
is one of the top health threats and wood
floors can help contribute to a healthy
living environment. In fact, a recent
EPA study found that pesticides used
in gardens and homes accumulate on
floors and other surfaces in the home,
but that wood floors greatly reduce the
accumulation of such toxins. Hardwood
floors also do not trap or harbor dust
mites or molds.
Though wood floors will probably
need to be refinished at some point,
when properly taken care of they are
much easier to maintain than other floor
surfaces.
The NWFA recommends regular
sweeping of hardwood floors with a softbristle broom or dust mop to remove
surface dirt and debris. If your floor
contains beveled edges, it recommends
using a vacuum with a soft bristle brush
attachment to remove dirt and debris
from between the floorboards.
Having hardwood floors could be
the difference between selling your
home or watching a potential buyer
walk out the door on a less-appealing
type of flooring. 
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed
in Louisiana, can be reached at 4436464 or at her office located at 4140
Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA,
USA. Prudential Gardner Realtors is
an independently owned and operated
member of Prudential Real Estate
Affiliates, Inc., a Prudential Financial
company. Visit the Prudential website at
www.prudentialgardner.com.

period, as if you were cramming for an exam. Instead, re-study the essentials after
increasingly longer periods of time – once an hour, then every few hours, then
every day. Spacing out periods of study is particularly valuable when you are trying
to master complicated information, such as the details of a new work assignment. 
(John Bull Pharmacy pharmacist Tony Simon, Pharm D., contributed to this
column.)
John Edward Bull, P.D., FASCP, R.Ph. is pharmacist-in-charge at John Bull
Pharmacy, Inc. Since 1980 Bull has been sole owner and president of the local
community pharmacy and is a third generation pharmacist in the greater New
Orleans area. Bull graduated in 1974 from Northeast Pharmacy School, now
ULM in Monroe, where he was associate professor of community pharmacy and
has also served in that capacity as well at Xavier University in New Orleans for
37 years. John Bull Pharmacy is located at 2124 38th Street in Kenner, a half
block off Williams Boulevard next to the North Kenner Park.

Barbara Wanko
504-606-9213
56914
PEDICURES • MASSAGE • SPA SERVICES • GEORGY’S GIFT CERTIFICATES • AVEDA FACIALS • MANICURES

115

nurture dad from head to soul

$

soothe yourself with our calming massages or facials

2 1/2

receive a complimentary gift with this father’s day spa package

HOUR
S

ELEMENTS OF RENEW FOR MEN
A personalized experience based upon Aveda Elemental Nature philosophy and your favorite Aveda
aroma. Your choice of Elemental Nature 80 min facial or 60 minute sport message, men’s spa
pedicure, shampoo and cleanse, haircut and style.

view salon services www.georgyssalonspa.com
gift certificates by phone
701 W. Esplanade • 465-9590
open Tuesday through Friday 10-7, Saturday 9-4
0511_Automatic Trans:Layout 1 4/13/11 9:33 AM Page 1
Since 1985

NOT JUST REBUILT

REBORN

When you’re comparing remanufactured or rebuilt transmissions, you’re
talking about a whole different animal!
Because our remanufactured or rebuilt transmissions aren’t just repaired,
they are remanufactured using the same components and standards as
the original equipment.
Same quality, fit and performance as the original.
Not just refreshed…REBORN!

Automatic Transmission, Inc.
Dennis Automotive
Family operated – 36 years
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner

466-1381

469-4746
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Negotiating with your future self
BY GUY WILLIAMS
Here is an
interesting way
of thinking about
your
financial
issues. This came
up when someone asked me, “What
would your future self think about
that?” The idea is at some point we will
look back at the decisions we made and
either be glad or disappointed at what
we did in the past. The suggestion is
that you consider what your future self
will think three or more years down the
road about decisions you make today.
Some people even take this to the point
of having an internal dialogue about
what they will think in the future about
today’s decisions.
A simple thought experiment is
“How will I feel tomorrow if I drink
way too much tonight?” Sort of obvious
isn’t it. “What was I thinking?” The
hangover tomorrow is not worth the
temporary exhilaration of getting drunk
tonight. And has anyone ever said,
“You were so helpful last night when
you were drunk and your remarks were
so kind and thoughtful?”
The consequences of bad financial

decision making are often likened to
a hangover and for good reason – a
temporary feeling can lead to a bad
decision. Several things come to mind
that you might want to discuss with
your future self.
Anything
that
requires
an
immediate response to a high-pressure
sales presentation is probably a bad
idea. One example of this is buying
into a timeshare program while on
vacation. We have all been presented
with the opportunity to get a free
camera, cell phone or gift if we listen
to a timeshare presentation. Don’t do it.
It could be the most expensive camera
that you ever bought. Many timeshare
marketing companies get 50 percent of
the purchase price just to sell the unit to
you. That means that on day one, even
if you could resell, you have already
lost half of your value. One sales pitch
is that prices can only go up. Well, we
have seen them go down, too. Also, the
monthly and swap fees can really add
to the already high carrying costs. If
you really want a timeshare, rent first,
and then look at the resale prices on the
secondary market. If after this research
att.com

you still are happy, go ahead. What
your future self doesn’t want is for you
to get bamboozled by high pressure
marketing.
Your future self will be disappointed
if you fail to do something small that
could really add up over time. One
example of this is failing to round up
your mortgage payment whenever you
make your monthly payment or not
adding extra cash you have available
to pay down the principal on your
loan. There are people who have cut 10
years off of their mortgage by rounding
the payment up to the next hundred or
thousand and by applying a part of any
extra income to prepayment. You want
your family to come to your “burn the
mortgage” party sooner, rather than
later. Rounding up will make your
future self very happy.
The same thing applies to skipping
your employer’s matching savings
plan. Your future self will be really
upset if your coworker signs up and
you don’t and then at retirement has
$500,000 more than you do for pension
purposes. This can and does happen so
don’t miss out on any employer match
to retirement savings plans.
Finally don’t forget to plan for
the fun things that make life exciting.
Recently three friends met to discuss
the next football season. In the past

they had all agreed to place their names
on the season ticket waiting list for
their local NFL team. One of the guys
asked the others to get together at their
favorite sports bar to discuss tailgating
that season as his name had finally
come up on the waiting list. He had his
tickets and wanted to make plans with
his friends to tailgate since they had all
gone on the list at the same time. The
others sheepishly confessed that they
had not gotten around to adding their
names to the list. There would be no
group tailgating. So, if you want season
tickets for the New Orleans Saints or
LSU Tigers one day, get on the waiting
list now. Your future self will thank
you.
Using your future self is a fun
framework for decision making. It
can help you make good decisions and
avoid bad ones. This thought process
has helped a lot of folks, so you may
want to try it. It can pay to make
yourself happy even if the payday is
years in the future. 
Guy Williams is president and
chief executive officer of Gulf Coast
Bank and Trust Company. Their
Kenner branch office is located at 3410
Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar,
branch manager, can be contacted at
565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and
Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Community
KPBA holding charity six-course dinner
The Kenner Professional Business Association is presenting its annual charity
fundraiser “Cooking 101” at the Exhibition Hall in Kenner’s Rivertown, 415
Williams Boulevard. It will be held on July 9, 2011 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Joey and Jeaux La Bella will be the instructors, demonstrating and entertaining the
ins and outs of basic culinary skills while preparing a full six-course meal. Wine
pairings from Glazer Wine Distributors will be selected especially for that course
by an experienced wine expert.
Treasure Chest Casino is the Iron Chef top sponsor.
Reservations are required and seating is limited. The cost is $40 per person or
$75 per couple. Raffle tickets will be sold for door prizes. The fundraiser will benefit
the Kenner Food Bank, Angels Place and the Metropolitan Center for Women and
Children. For over 25 years the KPBA has annually donated to such charities.
For information, tickets and sponsorship opportunities, contact KPBA Ways
and Means Director Judy La Bella at labella1101@cox.net or 738-0424. 
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are efficient, cost-effective and productive. And we
know your life deserves the same.
That’s why we are always looking ahead, beyond the
next new technology. Bringing limitless innovation to
meet all your communications needs.

Looking for

GRACE KING HIGH SCHOOL
Class of 1971 Graduates
Contact:
Facebook group: GKHS Class of 1971

© 2011 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved.

KENNER STR - June 2011

19

Home

Successful window replacement
BY DAN DORMADY

Lake

continued on page 23

39th St.

3813

h

38th St.

Williams Blvd.

nearly in half.
After more than a month of researching and
evaluating the company’s bids, she chose a window
replacement company not only because they had
the lowest price but they also provided a lifetime
warranty and she received positive referrals about
this company. The company was an accredited
business with the Better Business Bureau and they
were licensed and insured.
Angela’s next step was to schedule the sales
representative who took the measurements and
then ordered the windows. The windows start out
at a base price plus additional cost for add-ons and
removal of the old windows. She chose a doublepane, double-hung white vinyl Energy Star window
with the Low-E glass. In turn, she will receive a tax
credit which is valid through December 31, 2011 for
meeting the Energy Star requirements. The Low-E
glass package includes the Low-E glass and instead
of air between the panes, her windows will be filled
with argon gas and have warm-edge spacers which
help increase the window’s performance. The Low-E
glass helps by reducing heat gain in the summer to
keep the home cooler but during the winter months,
it lets the warm solar rays into the home and blocks
the heat from getting out which will help in reducing
the cost of the energy bills. Besides the windows
having locks, it also has tilt latches to allow the
window to tilt for easy indoor cleaning and sash
ventilation limit-locks to allow for fresh air but
still providing security. The transferrable lifetime
warranty includes vinyl parts (will not blister, rot
or corrode), mechanical parts (locks, vent locks
and balances) replaced at no cost, insulated glass
if failed will be replaced at no cost, glass breakage
replacement at no cost if accidental breakage, a
labor warranty (which is not transferrable) and the
ability to transfer the warranty for a small fee to the
homeowners immediate transferee.
I suggest that before the window replacement
work begins that you go online and read the
installation instructions for the windows you’ve
chosen to make sure the installer plans to follow
those instructions, right down to details such
as type, amount and placement of flashing and
insulation. Deviating from the manufacturer’s
recommendations could void the warranty. If you
plan to paint the windows, have the installer use
paintable acrylic-latex caulk and not non-paintable
silicone caulk.
Once the windows were ordered it took about
four weeks for the windows to come in. The
company then contacted her to schedule a date to
install the new windows. She was told to remove
all and any objects in front of the window inside
and outside such as furniture, curtains, blinds, etc.
The installers called before they were to arrive. The
supervisor told her that it would take about four to
five hours for the ten old windows to be removed
and then the new windows to be installed.
First they set up the area on the interior of the
home at each window to protect the floors. Then
the new windows were staged next to each of the
window locations on the exterior the house. They
scribed the old glass panes of each window for easy
removal. The panes are popped off the old window
and thrown directly into

Florida Ave

Recently, my office
manager, Angela replaced the
windows in her home with
new, vinyl energy efficient
windows. Her project was a
success, and I thought that if
you are considering a similar replacement project,
her experience could be very helpful.
In February, she began contacting companies
for quotes using the phonebook and referrals. She
contacted three companies. Two came to her home
and gave presentations about the vinyl window
that each offered. The first company, a window
replacement company quoted her $3,200 with
each specific add-on requested including a lifetime
transferrable warranty for ten windows. The second
company, a “big box” home improvement company
quoted her $7,000 with the same specific add-ons
and a 50-year warranty. Both window companies
offered energy efficient double-pane double hung
vinyl windows making the comparisons easier. The
third company came to the house and only took
measurements, asked a few questions then left,
emailing her a quote for $3,400 for replacement of
ten vinyl double-pane single-hung windows.
The presentations involved the difference in
each type of series of windows from base model to
the most energy-efficient (Energy-Star) including
the energy cost savings and tax credits available for
those particular windows. During the presentations,
they went over the different options that can be
added for additional costs to each window such
as tempered glass, obscured glass for bathrooms,
Low-E glass, Argon-gas filled, edge spacers, cut
glass (etched), half or full screens, colors and
interior grids.
Windows have a U-factor, which is a measure of
the window’s ability to conduct heat. The U-factor
is the reverse of the R-value, which is a measure of
insulating ability. The lower the U-factor number,
the greater a window’s insulating properties and
resistance to heat flow. A U-factor is 0.65 or lower
is required. Another number to look at is the solar
heat gain coefficient (SHGC) which is shown as a
fraction and indicates how much of the sunlight that
hits a window will make it inside as heat. Look for
a SHGC number in warm climates of 0.30 or less.
Visible transmittance (VT) measures how much
visible light a window lets in. More light comes in
with a higher VT number.
Double-pane windows have a sealed space
between the two panes of glass and the air in the
space provides an added layer of insulation. Lowemittance or Low-E coatings are microscopically
thin, virtually invisible, metal or metallic oxide
layers deposited on a window glazing surface
primarily to lower the U-factor by suppressing
radiative heat flow. Different types of low-E
coatings have been designed to allow for high solar
gain, moderate solar gain or low solar gain. For our
climate a low solar gain coating is best.
Edge spacers hold the layers of glazing in the
insulating unit apart at the appropriate distance
contributing to the U value. All are designed to
interrupt the heat transfer pathway at the glazing
edge between two or more glazing layers. Compared
with a single-pane, double glazing can cut heat loss
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Latin American News

A bridge to the future
BY RAFAEL E. SADDY

The
U.S.
Census
Bureau
numbers
for
2010 are in and
they reflect a increase in the Hispanic
community in the metro area, with
Jefferson Parish having the largest
growth. For the future of everyone it is
important that Hispanic students obtain a
quality education. All too often Hispanics
in the United States have a disadvantage
in accessing higher education. Many
Hispanic students do not have the
economic and social resources that many
other students receive and sometimes
schools are often ill-equipped to
compensate for these initial disparities.
For a lot of Hispanics their initial
disadvantages often stem from their
parents’ immigrant background and
socioeconomic status and their lack
of knowledge about how the U.S.
educational system works. Inadequate
school resources and language barriers
contribute to their lack of academic
success.
For Hispanics to become literate in
the English language thereby making it

easier for a higher education, educational
leaders, civic organizations, federal and
state agencies can look for ways to increase
the number of bilingual Hispanic teachers.
This will help the Hispanic student to
become not only bilingual but also biliterate, encouraging them to continue to
cultivate their own native language and
heritage, but to also integrate into the
English speaking educational community.
Standing in the way of literacy for
Hispanics is the increased high school
dropout rate and the lower rate of attained
college degrees, which is cause for
national and local concern. We need all
students, regardless of ethnicity to be able
to be educated to the best of their abilities.
Higher education is the bridge to quality
jobs, excellent salary and professional
success and the education of our young
people will have a positive impact in
the community and on the leaders of
tomorrow.
Hispanic students should have access
to information technology and in addition
to the hardware and software, the student
must also have access to know-how. The
Hispanic Resource Center located at 4312

Florida Street in Kenner offers this type
of service and several other education
programs. For more information contact
the director, Mrs. Rebeca Hasbun, at 4692570.
Community Announcements
June 10 – LACAL regular meeting
and planning for summer events. For
information call 296-3976 or 466-1483.
June 16 – Unidad Hispanoamericana’s
general meeting and planning for 2011
events. For information call 512-2362 or
468-6116.
June 21 – Latin Council general
meeting and discuss issues that affect the
Hispanic community. For information call
Danielle C. Williams at 282-0265.
June 25 – AARP and LACAL present
Freedom Tour seminar on predatory
lending, reverse mortgage, foreclosure
prevention, banking institution and
financial education, and protecting your
assets. Free continental breakfast and
lunch will be served. For information call
296-3976 or 466-1483.
July 9 – Hispanic Concert at Kenner
Laketown. International bands and local
talent. Open to the public. Bring your lawn

chair. For information call 712-7889.
July 23 – Save-the-date for a housing
and home improvement showcase at
Dillard University. For information
contact Nick Harris 816-4704 or email
nharris@dillard.edu.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center
– The center offers various programs as
well as access to information and referrals
for all sorts of issues. For information call
469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – K-TV-76 Hispanic
TV programs with topics of interest to
the community every Wednesday at 9:00
p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more
information and program schedule go to
www.kenner.la.us and click on the K-TV
76 logo.
I leave you with this thought. “Do
what you can to show you care about
other people, and you will make the world
a better place!” 
Rafael E. Saddy is public relations
officer of the Latin American Civic
Association of Louisiana (LACAL).
Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net.
Correspondence for be sent to P.O. Box
640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Tourism
American Kennel Club show
coming to Kenner in August
BY SHARON SOLOMON
Kenner ’s
Pontchartrain
Center is hosting
an
interesting
event from August 3 to 7, 2011. The
American Kennel Club’s 2011 Lagniappe
Classic Dog Show will be bringing
dogs and their human owners from all
over the county to compete for “Best in
Show.” Once again the Metairie Kennel
Club and the Louisiana Kennel Club are
joining forces to host the competition in
Kenner. Organizers expect over 700 dogs
from 50 different varieties to compete for
“Best of Breed.” Once those contests are
complete the winners of “Best of Breed”
then compete for “Best in Show.” This
is going to be a dog lover’s paradise and
a fun weekend of family entertainment
available right in our own backyard in
Kenner.
This event is very interesting as it adds
a new dimension to the types of events
the Pontchartrain Center can hold. All
dogs will be housed at the Pontchartrain
Center under tight security. The building
will be open until 11:00 p.m. so that the

owners can take their dogs for walks
and crate them until morning. Kevin
Baroni, director of sales and marketing
of the Pontchartrain Center said, “These
two kennel clubs are very organized and
proactive in maintaining our facility.
This keeps our building clean and oderfree. We really enjoy having this event
every year and the dogs are beautiful and
so well behaved.”
Another plus for Kenner is that the
Pontchartrain Center can accommodate
all the recreational vehicles that bring
the dogs and their human companions to
the competition. I’ll remind you again
as the time gets closer so that you and
your family can witness the beautiful
dogs and the energy this event brings to
Kenner.
Enjoy your summer. 
Sharon Solomon is the marketing
director for the Kenner Convention and
Visitors Bureau, located at 2100 Third
Street in Rivertown. Sharon Solomon
can be reached at 464-9494, via email
at kennercvb@aol.com or at www.
kennercvb.com.
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Airport

Preparing for the hurricane season
By IFTIKHAR AHMAD
Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
June 1 was
the declared first
day of the 2011
hurricane season.
An “active” hurricane season may take
place if the hurricane forecasters are
accurate in their predictions. Regardless
of the forecast, the key is to always be
prepared for the hurricane season.
The Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport is an important
facility to the community and especially
during an emergency. The airport
prepares for many types of emergencies,
including tropical storms and hurricanes.
We participate in preparedness exercises
and training for all types of disasters
every year and as always, the number
one goal of our airport is safety for our
passengers, our neighbors and staff.
The airport’s hurricane readiness
plan includes coordination with local,
state and federal governmental officials,
airlines, tenants and vendors who
operate at the airport. Airport staff
conducts a yearly review of the plan
to monitor any changes that may be in

effect since the last storm season.
If a tropical storm or hurricane is
approaching the New Orleans metro
area and River Parishes, the airport will
remain open to the flying public for as
long as flights continue to operate. It
is important to note that the airline’s
decisions to cease flight operations will
vary from airline to airline. If you plan
on traveling by air out of the region,
due to an impending storm, plan early.
If you are traveling with pets, check
with your air carrier prior to coming to
the airport. Please be aware that not all
of the airlines allow pets and there are
federal limits as to the number of pets
allowed on each flight.
If you are traveling on a scheduled
flight when a hurricane is approaching,
please carry with you some form
of flight confirmation and personal
identification. The flight confirmation
can be an “email” flight confirmation,
boarding pass or ticket receipt. If you do
not have the necessary documentation,
it may delay your entrance to the airport
terminal. In the event of a tropical

Government

Over 70 citizens have options to
claim jury service exemption
The clerk of court has completed a
change to jury administration software and
summonses that will allow prospective
jurors who have reached age 70 to claim
a permanent exemption from jury service.
Louisiana Constitutional Amendment
5:33 established the over-70 exemption
more than a decade ago. “Persons who are
70 years of age or older shall be exempt
from jury service and may decline to serve
as jurors, but may elect to serve as jurors
if they meet the other qualifications for
service as jurors,” it says.
Until recently, those over 70 had to
assert the exemption each time they were
summoned. Selection of prospective
jurors is a random selection by computer
from a database established from the
drivers’ license and state ID card and
voter’s registration databases. Shortly,
summonses will contain two options
for those over 70: a one-time temporary
exemption and a permanent exemption.
Jurors over 70 will have to return the
confirmation card with their selection in
order to claim the exemption. The 24th
Judicial District Court Jury Commission,
which processes the claims for exemption,
will verify that age 70 has been attained by

careful examination of the juror’s record.
“Many jurors over 70 use the
exemption for temporary excusal
from service,” said Clerk of Court Jon
Gegenheimer, who proceeded with the
changes in response to citizens’ concerns.
“However, there are many more that
simply no longer wish to serve because of
health or personal reasons due to their age.
Repeatedly sending summonses to these
people makes no sense and is a waste of
resources.” The clerk estimates that most
will request the permanent exemption.
As persons in the database turn 70
years of age, correspondence will be
generated that will afford the prospective
juror to claim the exemption before
receiving a summons. Persons over 70
cannot be automatically removed, but the
option to claim the exemption prior to
being summoned will put many at ease.
Jefferson residents who have attained
age 70 don’t have to wait for the letter
to claim the exemption. They may call
the clerk’s jury pool administration staff
at 364-3987 to request the exemption.
Employees will confirm the caller’s name,
address and date of birth with what the
clerk has on file. 

storm or hurricane, necessary law
enforcement will be deployed to the
airport to ensure a secure environment
and access to the airport facilities. At
the height of the storm, access will be
restricted.
For the latest storm information
regarding your scheduled flight, refer
to your airline’s website or reservation
telephone number. The latest information
about the status of an impending storm
may be found at the airport website,
www.flymsy.com as well.
Those who plan to participate in
city or parish assisted air evacuations
should follow the directions of their
city or parish authorities and proceed
to the designated pick up locations.
Transportation for airlift evacuations
will be managed and operated through a
designated government agency, not the
airport. It is important to note that as in
the past, the airport is not an authorized
storm shelter. For safety reasons, the
public will not be allowed to ride out
a storm at the airport. Should the call
for evacuation come this season, please
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monitor your radio and/or television and
follow the instructions given. It could
save your life and the life of your loved
ones.
We hope that the hurricane forecast
for this year does not come to fruition.
However, in the event a storm does pass
our way, it is imperative that everyone
be prepared to respond in a fashion to
stay out of harm’s way. If you have not
made storm evacuation plans for this
year, please do so immediately. 
Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation
for Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport may be reached at
director@flymsy.com. Check your local
listings for the air time of the Armstrong
International Airport 30 minute
television program, “Airport Alive,”
or view it on the airport website, www.
flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport
Alive” link on the “News and Stats”
page. You can now follow the airport
on Facebook and Twitter @NO Airport.
To find out how to be a volunteer at the
airport, click on “Ambassador” on the
airport’s website homepage.

Wills Trusts
Successions
Business Law
Personal Injury

Over 30 years experience

M LF

Melchers Law Firm
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner, LA 70065

(504) 467-1092

www.melcherslawfirm.com

James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!
• Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

Thursday, June 9 & 23, 2011

at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner
THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member
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Let’s hear it for UNO

Sports

BY KEN TRAHAN

As an aspiring sports
journalist who hoped to make
a mark in my hometown while
doing play-by-play of games
for radio and television, I have
enjoyed the great fortune and
blessing to remain in the New Orleans area throughout
the balance of a 34-year career.
There have been opportunities, offers and flirtations
with other jobs in fine cities such as Baltimore, Houston
and Mobile, among others. Each time, the lure of
remaining at home, among friends and family, prevented
our family from making the move.
In the process of maturing, we learn certain truths.
One of those is to seek happiness and making decisions
based on a solid, long-term foundation.
Another truth learned is that you never say never.
I can never truly say that I will never leave the New
Orleans area for another opportunity but the likelihood
is slim because of the happiness and solid foundation
established here.
I like to draw the analogy referring to marriage
in comparing my future in New Orleans, considering
myself engaged to this engaging city and metropolitan
area, rather than married. Engagements are serious
business, hard to break.
“Four score and seven years ago...” The opening
to the Gettysburg Address referred to the American
Revolution of 1776. Four score and seven years refers

to 87 years. A score is 20 years. Four score is 80 years.
It seems like my career began about 87 years ago. Guess
I am getting older...
One of the first sporting events I had the privilege
to cover in my professional career was a University of
New Orleans basketball game.
Ron Greene was the coach. He had great players,
including Wayne Cooper, Ardith Wearren and Sun Belt
Tournament Most Valuable Player Nate Mills, who
regularly won and packed the “Chamber of Horrors.”
The Privateers were so good that Cliff Ellis, the
head coach at South Alabama, instructed his team to
hold the ball in the Sun Belt Conference championship
game to give his team a chance to compete against a far
superior, deeply talented UNO team.
The Privateers prevailed. Without the benefit of
an automatic bid to the NCAA tournament, UNO was
shutout of the field. A true shame. That Privateer squad
was good enough to beat several teams which made the
tournament. The stall tactic of Ellis led to the installation
of a shot clock in college basketball.
Soon after, I was fortunate to be on hand for the
opening of Privateer Park, sitting behind home plate and
watching Ron Maestri’s extremely talented team beat
opponents to a pulp with an overwhelming offense led
by future major leaguer Randy Bush and future Chicago
Cubs manager Mike Quade.
Third-baseman Kevin McGann was perhaps the
best hitter in UNO history. First-baseman John Schiave
w a s tall and hit the ball a long way, signaling a
“Crane Alert” when he would make his way
into the batter’s box. George Perez was a solid
outfielder. LeRoy Weimer was a hard-hitting
catcher.
The double-play combination of Manny
Colletti and Paul Mainieri was very good.
That would be current LSU head coach Paul
Mainieri.
UNO was a regular in the NCAA
tournament and would become the first team
in Louisiana history to reach the College
World Series, doing so in 1984 years after
Maestri guided UNO to a national runner-up
finish in Division II. The 1984 team featured
Wally Whitehurst, Mark Higgins and Jim
Bullinger, all of whom would make it to the
major leagues.
While that seems like it was four score
and seven years ago, it was simply early in my
career.
UNO has been part of my career since the
very start.
We are a locally owned, independently operated,
I had the pleasure of doing my first UNO
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
game
on television in 1982. By 1984, I was
endured for 119 years! And we believe that makes a
doing
several Privateer games on television
great difference in the care, service and value your
which continued through a new century. By
family receives. If you ever have a question or would
1986, I began doing UNO basketball games
like more information feel free to call or stop by.
on radio, which continued through 1992. By
2001, I was again doing UNO games on radio
while serving as a senior administrator in an
athletic department in decline.
When I returned to the university, I
was shocked to see how few folks attended
basketball and baseball games.
Maestri, a friend and the father of UNO
athletics, along with the great Homer Hitt, was
gone from the scene, tired of fighting “city
hall” on behalf of funding and supporting

Privateer athletics.
Bob Brown, a good man and friend, was the athletic
director. Problem was that Bob was also serving the
university in governmental affairs. He worked extremely
hard and was pleasant to work with. UNO had a parttime athletic director. That is how the administration
viewed athletics.
Brown would eventually step away from athletics,
giving way to Will Peneguy, a good man and former
teacher of mine, on an interim basis, followed by
former NFL administrator Jim Miller, who stepped into
a hornet’s nest, the most difficult position ever in UNO
athletics.
Long-time athletic administrator Mike Bujol
succeeded Miller on an interim basis, lasting a few
months. He is now smiling just down the road as athletic
director at Holy Cross High School.
A class act, Bush had returned to his alma mater
to serve as head baseball coach. He won a Sun Belt
Conference championship in 2000 and recruited a
future major leaguer in Thomas Diamond. It was not
enough to prevent him leaving under less than ideal
circumstances.
The decline continued. UNO baseball somehow
reached the NCAA tournament under Tom Walter
in 2007 and 2008. Considering the circumstances
of how UNO treated athletics and how Hurricane
Katrina devastated the landscape, it was a remarkable
accomplishment by a remarkable man.
In basketball, Monte Towe came in for the 20012002 season. A former star player at North Carolina
State who overcame a lack of height to become a star for
a national championship team, Towe was enthusiastic
and determined to win.
By the time he departed in 2006, he was beaten
down, departing to return to North Carolina State as an
assistant of his own volition. Towe recently moved to
Middle Tennessee as an assistant coach.
Buzz Williams came in following Towe, discovered
by Miller. Williams had a promising future but it would
not be in New Orleans. After one year on the job in a postKatrina UNO playing back in the Chamber of Horrors,
Williams left to become an assistant at Marquette.
In came New Orleans native Joe Pasternack. This
was the safe hire, the hometown guy returning home
for good, no threat to leave, a guy who would stay the
course.
The youthful Pasternack had high hopes. He
recruited some good players. Unfortunately, most of
those players would end up playing for other programs
after UNO decided to drop to Division III, one of the
most ill-advised, ignorant decisions in American college
sports history.
Later amended to move to Division II, UNO
athletics limped on. The die was cast. Top players left
the baseball and basketball programs. This past season,
Pasternack did a terrific job, guiding his team to a
16-6 record with a bunch of walk-ons and transfers in
the 2010-2011 season. Most recently, he left UNO to
become an assistant at Arizona.
That is the latest joke about UNO. One of the
university’s primary marketing campaigns in recent
years was “get there from here” a reference to achieving
your ultimate goal, whatever it may be, through a solid
education at UNO.
If you want to become a top assistant basketball
coach in a Division I conference, you can “get there
continued on next page
from here” by first
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continued from previous page

serving as a head coach at UNO. Being
head basketball coach of the Privateers is
a stepping-stone to becoming an assistant
coach elsewhere. How sad!
Bruce Peddie just finished a
nightmare season with the ignominious
record of 4-50. It was painful to receive
and post the results daily. It had to be
painful for Jude Young of our staff to
work the home games.
It had to be most painful for Peddie
and his players to endure. Of the 54
games, UNO played 10 at home. The
kids tried hard. They were simply
overmatched.
At least they got to see the country,
traveling to San Diego and Oakland,
California;
Lynchburg,
Virginia;
Manhattan,
Kansas;
Knoxville,
Tennessee and even Normal, Alabama.
Worked out well for the frequent flyer
mile program.
Now, UNO is poised, under the
direction of Amy Champion, to move
to Division II. It is certainly better than
Division III but it is a virtual kill-shot to
athletics. Few were interested in Division
I. Who will follow Division II programs?
First, there was a possible merger
with SUNO. That has been deferred, at
least for the time being. The undercurrent
of a possible move from the LSU system
to the University of Louisiana system
lingers.
New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu
and Councilman-at-Large Arnie Fielkow
asked the university to delay making the
move to Division II, to no avail. Still,
some continue to work behind the scenes
to stop the drop.
Homer Hitt was a great man. He
championed UNO athletics, even risking
his own position in the LSU system to do
so. Ron Maestri put UNO on the athletic
map. He was way ahead of his time in
promoting his product and attracting
fans, paving the way for Skip Bertman to
do what he did at LSU.

Window replacement

Ron Greene built UNO basketball
from scratch, doing a tremendous job. He
brought in Cooper and Wilbur Holland,
another NBA player.
Don Smith was an excellent coach.
Benny Dees was delightful and allowed
me the opportunity to call the only UNO
basketball tournament win in the NCAA
tournament in 1987 at Birmingham
against Brigham Young. Dees coached
NBA players Ledell Eackles and Ronnie
Grandison.
Tim Floyd was a superb coach with a
superb staff. He remains the top coach in
UNO basketball history and will always
be remembered for launching a future
NBA player in Ervin Johnson. Tic Price
continued the program excellence after
Floyd’s departure.
Joey Stiebing presided over a
program at a difficult time, with little or
no administrative support. By the time he
was not renewed, Stiebing was the Sun
Belt Conference Coach of the Year.
Towe had his team on the cusp
of big success, playing for a Sun Belt
Conference tournament title in his third
season. He had a brilliant talent in Bo
McCalebb. Then, a new university
academic program and rule forced top
players Victor Brown and Billy McDade
out of the program. Then came Katrina.
We
hardly
knew
Williams.
Pasternack would have stayed, if the
program had any chance of remaining in
Division I and succeeding.
In baseball, Maestri was fabulous.
Tom Schwaner was a loyal servant, a
good coach who stayed the course for
quite some time. Bush made a huge
splash in his first season and kept UNO
competitive though the program did
not return to the heights of winning a
Sun Belt title. Walter was awesome in
awesomely difficult circumstances.
In women’s basketball, Joey
Favaloro served UNO for a quarter of
a century and remains a friend today.

Champion inherited a difficult situation
with little or no budget and fought hard to
stay the course. I have always maintained
a good relationship with her and like her.
“Let’s give a cheer for old UNO,
fling out her banner, forward we go,
come on let’s carry her colors silver and
blue, shout her praises true. U-N-O!
Our Privateers will march on to fame,
New Orleans glory they will proclaim,
so let that U-N-O spirit frighten our foe,
let’s hear it for U-N-O!”
The words of the fight song and
cheers for the old UNO are a distant
memory. The new banner limps forward
in a calm breeze, barely noticeable. Fame
will be fleeting outside of Division I
athletics.
Glory, as in beauty, will be in the
eye of the beholder, not measurable by
championship play at the highest level.
The current spirit level among longtime UNO athletic supporters would not
frighten anyone.
I sincerely wish Champion and acting
Chancellor Joe King nothing but the best
in athletics and as a university which has
still not recovered from Katrina.
We need UNO to be a stalwart in our
community. The university has a solid
academic reputation. It consists primarily

of students who are from the area and
who ultimately make their homes here,
contributing to the local economy.

It carries the name of the city. Many
Kenner residents attend the university.
Athletics can play a large role in
marketing a university and serving as
a conduit to the community. That is
certainly not the case at UNO.
“Let’s Hear It For UNO.” Now is
the time for true supporters to step up
and make their voices heard as Hitt and
Maestri have. UNO fans are wonderful
people, long-suffering but loyal. They
are proud but few.
That number will not grow but
continue to shrink under the current athletic
atmosphere, making the wonderful
memories and accomplishments seem
like they occurred “four score and seven
years ago.” Let’s hear it for UNO!
Ken Trahan serves as sports director
of WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and
is president and general manager of
neworleans.com Sports. Trahan is the
also the general manager and chairman
of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame
Museum in the Louisiana Superdome,
and runs the Life Resources Sports
Ministry.

The Kenner Professional Business
Association’s (KPBA)
Date: Tuesday, June 21, 2011
Speaker: Mike McHugh, Business Agent
International Alliance for
Theatrical and Stage Employees
Topic:

An Update on “Hollywood South”
E-mail reservations@kpba.biz to make luncheon reservations
E-mail reservations@kpba.biz to make luncheon reservations

Networkingbegins
beginsatat11:30
11:30a.m.
a.m.••Meeting
Meetingatat12:00
12:00
Networking

reservations@kpba.biz

(continued from page 19)

a canister. Cleanup is done for each area of any loose glass or pieces. Next they
remove the internal metal frame by hammering down and bending the frame
inward. In order to remove the old window’s outer frame, they pry the frame out
and bend to remove completely. The installer cleans and preps the surfaces for the
installation on the new window. Once they install the new window into place, the
windows are screwed down from the interior, then caulked both inside and out to
complete installation.
To Angela’s surprise, the entire job was completed in less than five hours. Her
project was a big success and it was completed for less than half the cost of the
highest bid. The quality of the windows installed and the work performed was very
good so she was happy. 
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home
inspector and the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned
consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building
inspection services. Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady
Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.

2124 38th Street, Kenner, LA 70065

Your Corner Drugstore
Free collectible poker chip with each new prescription filled.

(Not applicable for CDS, Medicare or Medicaid prescriptions. Offer good only as long as supplies last).

10 am - 6 pm Mon. thru Fri.
10 am - 2 pm Saturday
Closed Sundays & Holidays
Se Habla Espanól

443-1294
Fax: 443-1982

Delivery Service
Assisted Living Services
Personal Service

We accept electronic prescriptions
Government & Private Insurance Card Plans Accepted
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My second brush with a princess
BY ED CLANCY

I was driving
home
from
Virginia the night
of August 30,
1997, trying to
find a decent radio
signal, either AM
or FM as I was
out “in the sticks” as they say, where
broadcast reception was not all that great.
It was a long drive from Norfolk to New
Orleans, and I was going to try to make
it in one long 14-hour dash. The only
place I could get any news at that time
of night was on the AM dial, and most of
the reception was extremely bad. I don’t
know what state of the Union I was in,
but I do remember hearing a very scratchy
news report, something about Princess
Diana. Apparently she had been in an
accident, involving a motorcycle. No...
she was in a car, and her car was hit by a
motorcycle. No...her car was being chased
by motorcycles, driven by the ever present
paparazzi. (Did you know the French use
the same Italian word as we do for those
pesky news photographers?) I had to jump
around from station to station as I moved
from state-line to state-line to get the entire
story. By one in the morning I had the
whole thing pieced together: The beautiful
Princess Diana, who had been trapped in
a horrible marriage to the Prince of Wales,
Charles of the Big Ears, and then divorced
from said Charles in one of the biggest
royal scandals in decades, was dead.
She was in a car that crashed in a tunnel
in Paris, along with her boyfriend at the
time, Dodi al Fayed, and the car’s driver,
Henri Paul, who was totally drunk. He
apparently had been speeding to escape
the photographers who were in pursuit
to get one last picture of Diana. Little
did they know it really would be the last
picture of Diana. They also were accused

of being at least partially responsible for
her death.
I remember turning sadder and
sadder as I drove along during the night,
remembering how my wife and I had
caught a long distance glimpse of her
(through binoculars) at an ice show
starring Torvill and Dean in London in the
early 80s. That was as close an encounter
with the “People’s Princess” as we would
ever get.
Diana’s death left her sons, Prince
William and Prince Harry, without a mum,
and their father, Prince Charles, without a
wife.
On one of our trips to London, my
wife and I had visited St. Paul’s Cathedral,
where Charles and Di had been married,
and Westminster Abbey, where Princess
(now Queen) Elizabeth had married
Phillip. It was at the Abbey where I had
one of my more memorable moments.
Actually, it came as I was leaving the
building. I stepped out into the noon-day
sun and I heard a loud voice above the
din of the taxis and double decker buses:
“Hey, Ed Clancy. How ya doin’?”
Well!! I knew I was famous, but
not across the pond – Jolly Old England
famous. If this had happened last week,
or even two or three years ago, I would
have assumed they were yelling at that
skinny little English bicycle racer who
was born with the good fortune of having
been christened with my name. He’s the
one who hogs the Google search page
that’s supposed to be all mine. But, that
Ed Clancy had not been born yet.
It turns out that the obnoxious guy
who sounded like a Yat from Metairie
was actually an obnoxious Yat from
Metairie, who happened to be in London
for a convention of the American Bar
Association. After that little ego-boosting
episode, my wife and I made it over to

CENTURY
TITLE
“WE CLOSE REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS FOR YOU”
RANDY LOVITT
Notary Public

REAL ESTATE
TITLE TRANSFERS
Real Estate Sales, Mortgages,
Donations, 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
• Expert Closing Assistance — In Operation over 15 years
• In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys — You’ll need this
• We keep you Informed — We return your Calls
• Our Costs are Competitive — Our Work is Accurate
4200 South I-10 Service Road, Suite 110, Metairie, LA 70001

830-7979

FAX 831-2609

Buckingham Palace for the changing of
the guard. As it turned out, none of the
guards recognized me.
Fade out. Fade in.
When, on April 29 of 2011, Prince
William and his bride Kate Middleton
appeared on the balcony of Buckingham
Palace, the crowd below was shouting,
“Kiss, Kiss, Kiss!!” So, they obliged
noblessly. But it was such a dinky little
kiss that the masses shouted for more.
So they did it again, but it looked like
an instant replay of the first one. As
I watched, one phrase kept bouncing
around my brain – “Kiss Me Kate!”
This, of course, a reference to the famous
Broadway musical of the late 1940s,
made into a movie in 1953. I have been
all over the web checking out the world
wide newspaper headlines to see which
one showed the couple on the balcony and
read: Kiss Me, Kate. But I found not one.
Closest thing I came to it was a blog article
headlined: “Royal wedding: kiss me Kate,
but make it snappy, the grandparents are
watching.”
You may have heard that the couple
was forbidden to kiss during the marriage
ceremony.
“There will be no kiss during the
wedding ceremony,” explained the
very Reverend Dr. John Hall, dean of
Westminster. “We don’t do that in the
Church of England. That’s sort of a
Hollywood thing: ‘You may now kiss the
bride.’ It doesn’t happen here.”
Well...who knew?
Even though I had watched Charles
marry Diana in 1981, I was not aware of
the ban on kissing. Charles and Di had
decided to do it on the balcony. I also was
not aware that Diana looked at Charles
and said, “Well, what about it?” Their kiss
was even more anemic than William and
Kate’s.
Not counting my encounter in 1970

with the Duke of Windsor (Edward VIII,
who had abdicated for “the woman I love”
in 1936), my most recent actual brush with
honest to goodness “sitting” royalty came
when Pete Fountain was still playing at
his club in the New Orleans Hilton. In this
case the “sitting” is both figurative and
literal.
I had never been up to see the show
even though Pete had invited me several
times. One night I was in the area and
decided to go up and surprise Pete.
Unfortunately, I got there late and Pete was
already on stage. I went into the darkened
room, trying not to trip over chair legs or
fall onto somebody. As I made my way
forward, in a sort of a crouch, my foot
ran into something and I fell sideways,
stopping my fall by grabbing the shoulder
of a lady who was seated. I looked down
saying, “Oh, I’m so sorry,” and I realized
it was Princess Margaret. You know, the
sister of the Queen of England? I had
tripped over her purse in the aisle, and
came very close to mugging Her Royal
Highness.
I never did see the show. I just backed
up and out of there because it was too
crowded to turn around. As it turns out,
you’re supposed to back out of the room
when you leave the presence of the royalty.
Pete later told me that Her Royal
Sisterness used to come up to the club all
the time, and was particularly interested
in seeing the band’s Playboy centerfolds
covering the walls in the dressing room.
“She’s just a regular dame,” said Pete.
Princess Margaret died in 2002, but, I am
certain, not before she regaled her friends
with the story of the handsome American
who fell for her at Pete Fountain’s club. 
Ed Clancy can be reached via email
at edclancy2@aol.com or at his blogsite,
ed-clancy.blogspot.com.

Government

East Jefferson Veterans Affairs Office
now located in Yenni Building
Jefferson Parish President John Young
recently announced the East Jefferson Service Office of the Louisiana Department of
Veterans Affairs has moved from its location on Riverside Drive in Metairie to newly-remodeled third floor office space in the
Joseph S. Yenni building, Suite 337.
This new location affords additional
amenities such as a drive-up handicap-access port-cochere, front-door reserved parking for veterans with additional parking for
the disabled, nearby public transportation
bus route stop, smoking-free environment,
modern elevators, a soon-to-be-updated air
conditioning and heating system and security provided by Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s
Office Deputies.
Jefferson Parish public transportation
provides two stops at or near the Yenni
Building. The W-10 Huey P Long bus stop
is in the parking lot between both buildings
and the E-8 Clearview bus stop is on Elm-

wood Park Boulevard by the entrance to the
Yenni Building.
Jefferson Parish President John Young
has directed the POW/MIA flag displayed
below the state flag at the Yenni Building
and the Government Building in Gretna
(just as it is mandated at the state Capitol
pursuant to R.S. 49:153.1). “We are proud
and privileged to have our veterans sharing the Yenni Building with us. We owe a
debt of gratitude to those who courageously
served our country and fought for the freedoms we enjoy today,” said Parish President Young.
The hours of operation for the new East
Jefferson Louisiana Department of Veterans Affairs office are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.
The new telephone number is 7314580. The Westbank Veterans Affairs office
is located at the Charles Odom Center, 5001
Westbank Expressway. 
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Librarypalooza kicks off summer
reading program

The Librarypalooza kick off for the 2011 Sumer Reading Program takes
place on Saturday, June 4, 2011 from noon until 3:00 p.m. at both the Eastbank
Regional and Westbank Regional Library sites. Librarypalooza will generate
excitement and encourage reader enrollment for two months of literacy programs
and activities. Representatives from countries around the world will share their
cultural heritage while performers showcase music, dance and stories from many
cultures.
During Librarypalooza, the Summer Reading Program library staff will
enroll participants, help with reading selection, organize games and raffles, and
supervise volunteers.
This year’s Summer Reading Program is the most ambitious annual program
presented by the library. The program is entering its 60th year with greater focus on
inclusive outreach and programming to reach youth most vulnerable to “summer
learning loss”. Extra emphasis is placed on recruiting and retaining participation
from populations with limited English, lower income levels, minorities, rural
areas and at-risk-families. Summer Reading Programs have measurable impact
in limiting academic loss during the months students are away from school.
This 2011 Summer Reading Program provides special programming and
incentives by age levels from birth to adult, to encourage reading throughout the
summer months. Activities will be held at all fifteen library branches through July
30, 2011. Children and teens will earn a t-shirt or a book of their choice when
they reach their first reading goal; 10 books for children and 5 books for teens,
and continue to earn prizes the more they read, culminating in the chance to win
an IPad, Nook Color or Leapster Explore. Early on-line registration and outreach
to all parish schools began in April 2011.
Register at www.jefferson.lib.la.us through July 30, 2011. 

Kenner names outstanding employees for April

During a May 18, 2011 meeting of city directors, Kenner Mayor Michael S.Yenni (left) presented
certificates of merit to Michele Lawler of the Planning Department (center) and LeRoy Blakes of the
Inspection and Code Enforcement Department for their exceptional work as outstanding employees
for the month of April, 2011. Lawler, an assistant planner II, was selected for her dedication to helping
Kenner citizens, whether “going the extra mile” for her colleagues and the public in the Planning
Department or giving of her free time to the city volunteer committee which sponsors fund raisers
for charities ranging from the food bank and city cleanup to cancer research auctions and relays.
Lawler was cited for her professionalism in customer service. Blakes was singled out for his caring
assistance and professionalism as a vehicle inspector at the Kenner Brake Tag Station. At the meeting
it was stated customers say his work is a pleasure to observe and receive and that Blakes treats
them with the utmost respect and courtesy when they seek a new brake tag, and that it’s a pleasure
Photo by Barry Sprague
dealing with him. 

KPD Detective honored as officer of the year
by Kenner Rotary Club

Kenner Police Detective Jesse Johnson was recently selected by the Kenner
Rotary Club as their 2010 police officer of the year. Detective Johnson was
recognized on May 11, 2011 at a Kenner Rotary Club meeting held at the Doubletree
Hotel in Kenner.
Detective Jesse Johnson began his law enforcement career with the Kenner
Police Department in 1996. He served as a patrol officer until he was promoted in
1998 to a detective in the criminal investigations division, where he still serves today.
Johnson was recognized as an extremely thorough investigator who exemplifies
excellence in the areas of research and information analysis and consistently
demonstrates a spirit of dedication and teamwork. It was also acknowledged that
in addition to maintaining his own case assignments, Johnson readily assists other
detectives and police officers in their assignments and his investigative skill has
been the basis for arrests in many noteworthy cases. 
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Target

Levee

substantial and attractive. Although earlier plans called for an August opening things
have been going so well that the opening date is earlier than originally expected.”
Also going up is a new sign at the entrance to the shopping mall that includes
Target, along with Macy’s, Dillard’s and other Esplanade mall tenants.
DeFrancesch says that bringing in the Target has led to interest by other major
retailers to the possibility of putting their stores in The Esplanade mall.
“We are talking with other major retailers in hopes of attracting them to The
Esplanade mall. We also hope other smaller quality retailers will want to locate
at the mall once they see how successful the new Target will be,” DeFrancesch
says. “We have a chance to restore The Esplanade mall to first-class status. And, of
course, if the Target is as successful as we think it will be, the sales tax revenues
may help us avoid the kind of budgetary crisis that we have been going through
this year.”
She also said that the Mr. Solomon who has for several years been considering
building a major multi-screen theater at The Esplanade mall is encouraged by the
presence of a Target store that will soon be opening its doors.
“If we can attract another anchor store beyond the Target store at The Esplanade
mall and if Mr. Solomon proceeds with building a multi-screen theater there, all of
us who care deeply about Kenner and its future will have much to celebrate,” said
DeFrancesch. 

District. Since the opening of the Bonnet Carré Spillway the river has been
slowly receding. Levee district personnel will continue monitoring the levees
as the river subsides looking for any signs of damage during the high river
period.
Hurricane season starts June 1. The levees in East Jefferson are still under
construction to achieve the 100-year level of protection authorized by Congress
post-Katrina. “However, interim measures have been put into place by the
Corps of Engineers to bring East Jefferson levees to that 100-year level of
protection by June 2011, the start of this year’s hurricane season. The West
Return floodwall, the earthen levee around the airport runway, the Causeway
floodwall and levee tie-ins, the shoreline protection and the frontal protection
at the pump stations on the lake are still in progress,” said Campbell. “And the
100-year protection will be completed on these projects before next year’s 2012
hurricane season, but this year we will be relying on a combination of sandbags,
sheet pile, HESCO baskets and earthen and rock berms to increase the level of
protection during the completion of these remaining projects.” 

(continued from page 1)

(continued from page 1)

Steinhauer Productions
(985) 796-5853
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Tanger Mall Exit off I-10

Family Owned & Operated

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & CATERING
COFFEES & PASTRIES
See menu at www.caffelatteda.com
Call ahead for takeout!
Mon-Sat 6:30 AM - 6:00 PM • Sunday 7:30 AM - 3:00 PM
(Kitchen closes at 3:00 p.m. daily)
5860 CITRUS BLVD. (corner Dickory) HARAHAN
818-0051 818-0053 (Fax)

Redistricting

(continued from page 1)

District 1 picks up some precincts from District 5 and District 2 picks up
some precincts from District 3. Members of the council noted that the plan
they chose displaces the fewest number of people of the eight alternatives that
were presented. However, before the redistricting becomes official, it must be
reviewed and approved by the U.S. Justice Department.
Specifically, District 1, represented by Councilman Gregory Carroll, picks
up the lower part of University City, including Furman Circle and Emerson
Street from District 5 which is represented by Councilman Kent Denapolis.
In the other change, District 2, represented by Councilman Joe Stagni, picks
up part of the Greenlawn subdivision, which was part of District 3 represented
by Councilman Ben Zahn. Specifically, the area bounded by Alabama Avenue,
West Esplanade Avenue, California Avenue and Vintage Avenue will move into
District 2.
Both Carroll and Stagni had some reservations about the changes but believe
that the transition will be a smooth one if the Justice Department approves the
plan.
“The alternative that my colleagues chose was not my first choice,” said
Carroll. “It was my second choice. My concern was that in moving north to
pick up additional voters, we would be including folks who don’t necessarily
share the historic concerns of the rest of District 1. I would have liked to see us
make a change that would have made District 1 more contiguous. I know there
is some concern on the part of the voters who are coming into District 1 but
I assure them that I will represent their interests. I know that we will do fine
together.”
Stagni said, “District 2 remains essentially the same. I think that the precinct
that is joining District 2 reflects the same concerns and views as the rest of my
district. We welcome them.”
Of the redistricting plan, Zahn said, “Districts 3 and 5 have become the
largest districts in Kenner, population-wise. It is not surprising that Councilman
Denapolis and I had to reluctantly give up some of our constituents. Actually,
I’m not at all pleased about giving up the Greenlawn area. However, it was
a geographical area that shared boundaries with a district that needed to add
numbers as required by the U.S. Justice Department.”
Denapolis says he thinks that redistricting “went pretty well. I lost two
streets in the process but it is in an area where Councilman Carroll and I had
been working together to make improvements. Also, it isn’t final until 2014 and
I have every reason to believe that he and I will continue together to help that
area where Districts 1 and 5 come together.” 

Kenner Star Website

www.kennerstar.com
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Laketown

(continued from page 1)

volleyball venue – flourished on New Orleans’ lakefront attracting thousands of
locals and visitors. A major effort is now being made by the Yenni administration to
lure Coconut Beach to Kenner, or, more specifically, to Laketown. However, to clear
the way, the bill by Senator Martiny and Representative Ligi – which authorize the
lease of reclaimed water bottoms in Laketown to the city of Kenner for commercial,
recreational and economic development purposes – would have to be passed by the
Legislature and signed into law by Governor Jindal.
The bill has been approved by the House of Representatives and now is before
a Senate committee. Senator Martiny is optimistic that final passage is near.
“If the bill passes and if we land Coconut Beach, the way will be open to bring
other attractions to Laketown,” says Senator Martiny. “There was a time in New
Orleans when West End flourished and you could hardly find a parking place out
there. Clearly, Laketown has tremendous economic potential and all of this comes
at a time when the city of Kenner needs new revenue sources. Laketown certainly
fits that bill.”
“I could specifically see the West End-like potential of Laketown,” said Zahn,
“And before asking Representative Ligi to draw up this bill, I sought out leaders of
Kenner’s civic and neighborhood improvement groups to be sure that the business
community had no objections to the development of Laketown.”
Zahn said no one had any objections to the bill that Senator Martiny and
Representative Ligi authored with the approval of the Yenni administration. “We
seem to have a strong consensus on this and all that remains is to get passage in the
Senate and get the governor’s signature. We don’t want to count our eggs before
they’re hatched but it’s looking pretty good. This legislation could prove to be the
catalyst for an amazing redevelopment of Laketown,” said Zahn. 

Budget

(continued from page 1)

Kent Denapolis says the Kenner Fire Department needs financial help. “Those
guys are riding around on 1980s fire engines,” says Denapolis. “We need to ask
Fire Chief John Hellmers what his most urgent needs are and move $1 million or
more into his budget so he can buy the equipment he needs, both to improve the
safety factor for his men and to serve the community better.”
District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn says the council members will have to do
some compromising, in order to put the city’s best interests first. “I strongly feel
we need to find a way to adequately fund our police and fire departments and I
am determined to keep the KPD’s K-9 unit,” said Zahn.
If the Council does indeed amend the budget, the mayor can accept the
amendments or veto them. He can also veto line items. If the mayor vetoes any
section of the budget, it goes back to the City Council which can overturn a veto
with five or more votes.
“This is how our system is supposed to work,” said DeFrancesch. “I am
taking the budget hearings very seriously and I am trying to do the right thing.
I know how important this is to the quality of life in Kenner and I want to make
good decisions.”
Councilwoman-at-large Jeannie Black is the most experienced member of
the City Council having been through many budget processes, both as a City
Hall staffer and as a long-time Council member. “I really think there is more
controversy this time than any year in the past that I can recall,” she said.
Black continued, “The budget that the mayor proposed has cuts that the
Council is having a hard time agreeing with. I was very disappointed that
the burden for balancing the budget is now in our hands as I had hoped the
administration would have given us more assistance. Now the Council has to
take the bull by the horns in making decisions to find some middle ground. I
will be researching and evaluating numbers in the recreation department along
with other departments before making any suggestions. The council has a lot of
work ahead of us and I don’t see how we can avoid it being very controversial
and contentious. And it’s going to be very hard to make cuts that everybody can
live it.”
Some council members are saying that more consolidation of city departments
would provide additional cost savings and think that is still a viable option. Said
Carroll, “With this upcoming budget, the council still has time to address further
consolidations for real cost savings.”
The debate over what cuts will be made will have to be settled by June 15,
2011, as the city’s charter requires a budget to be approved by that date. 

To apply you must . . .

Meet income eligibility guidelines
Have a court ordered eviction notice
Be a current resident of the City of Kenner or St. Charles Parish
Provide proof of occupancy and residency - 3 month minimum
Provide proof of ALL household income
 Must NOT be on any type of rental assistance (Example: Section 8, Dhap, FEMA, CLC, PHA)






The City of Kenner Martin Luther King Community Resource Center
1042 31st Street, Kenner, LA 70065 504-466-0697
The City of Kenner Hispanic Resource Center
4312 Florida Ave. Kenner, LA 70065 504-469-2570
St. Charles Parish Department of Community Services
14564 River Road New Sarpy, LA 70078 985-783-5025

The City of Kenner AND St. Charles Parish . . .working with families to prevent
homelessness
Joan Diaz, Director
Community Services Department
St. CHARLES PARISH

Arleeta O. Terrell, Director
Community Development Department
CITY OF KENNER

With SBA Lending Solutions
from Gulf Coast Bank,
I didn’t have to
shop around.
As Louisiana’s largest SBA lender, Gulf Coast
* Bank
offers a variety of small business lending options,
so you’re sure to find one that’s the perfect fit for
you. Whether you’re starting up or expanding,
our experienced lending officers will create
a program tailored to your business’
specific needs and goals.
If your business is building,
we want to help!

SBA Loans from
Gulf Coast Bank offer:
•
•
•
•

Competitive rates
Lower down payments
Longer loan terms
Fast credit approvals

* Gulf Coast Bank was rated the
SBA’s Top Dollar Lender in the
Louisiana market. Ranking as
of 3/31/2011.

1-800-223-2060 www.Gulfbank.com
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd., Kenner
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