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Social media important to city of Kenner during hurricane events
By Joy Hirdes
Of the 29,000 households and businesses in the
city of Kenner, ninety-nine percent were left without
power after Hurricane Isaac’s slow crawl across the
area this past August.
For some, the agony of life without electricity spanned an entire week, according to Valerie
Waguespack, who serves as the city’s director of
information technology.
But with a little ingenuity, and the latest technological advances, many Kenner residents, along
with their tech gadget of choice, took to the social
networking site Facebook – with over 900 million active users, half of which use smart phones – to remain
completely out of the dark.
“People depend on Facebook more now than
ever before,” Waguespack said. “Most media outlets
have a Facebook page and more and more government agencies have a Facebook page.”
And so, too, does the city of Kenner.
The “Official City of Kenner” Facebook page
launched August 4, 2011, as a way to ensure important information regarding city news and events is

provided to the public, Waguespack said.
“A lot people don’t have time to sit down and
watch the news any longer so they log on to Facebook
for their news,” said Waguespack.
As Tropical Storm Isaac approached the
southern coast of Louisiana late August, many

people, and meteorologists as well, wondered if the
storm would even reach hurricane status.
“Many people decided to stay, they thought it
was going to be minor,” Waguespack said. “But it
turned into so much more. So many people were

Hurricane Isaac was a bigger, badder hurricane than the planners expected but Kenner’s
public employees, police and fire fighters all responded, often placing themselves at risk in the
midst of the storm.
“I think we learned once and for all that the
so-called categories of hurricanes alone are pretty
much irrelevant without due consideration for
our unique landscape and the large bodies of water that surround us,” said Doug Dodt, Kenner’s
Emergency Preparedness Coordinator. “While the
experts said that Isaac was a Category 1 storm, the
way that it hovered over us with massive rains and
winds made it vastly more potent than a Category 1.” Dodt said he and Kenner Mayor Michael S.
Yenni agree in retrospect that the decision to make
evacuation voluntary was the right one, many in
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Jefferson Parish Council to meet in Kenner for
first time
city that a Jefferson Parish Council meeting will

The Grand 14 Esplanade will feature all stadium
seating auditoriums with digital projection and 3D capabilities. One premiere auditorium will have a screen
reaching three stories tall with a fully immersive digital projection and sound experience. The theatre is
slated to open summer 2013.
“We are very excited to bring Southern Theatres
to The Esplanade,” said Brent Gardner, mall manager.
“We are always looking for ways to better serve our
page 22
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Artist rendering of The Grand Theatre

A groundbreaking ceremony for the new Grand 14 Esplanade theatre complex was held on September 26,
2012. Attending were Kenner District 5 Councilman Kent Denapolis, Kenner District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni,
Kenner District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch, Southern Theatres LLC representative Ken Kruger,
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni, Kenner Councilwomen at Large Jeannie Black and Michele Branigan, The
Esplanade mall manager Brent Gardner and Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway. The movie complex, located
on the west side of The Esplanade mall, is expected to open in the summer of 2013.
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City employees,
police, fire respond
to Hurricane Isaac
By Allan Katz

14-screen complex to be constructed at
The Esplanade mall, open next summer
New Orleans-based Southern Theatres LLC began construction with a groundbreaking ceremony on
its new state-of-the-art, Grand 14-screen theatre complex at The Esplanade mall on September 26, 2012.
In collaboration with the city of Kenner, The Esplanade and Southern Theatres held a ground breaking ceremony on Wednesday, September 26 at the
theatre’s future location directly in front of the mall’s
west ramp entrance in the middle of the west parking
lot between Dillard’s and Macy’s.
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By Allan Katz
For the first time ever, the Jefferson Parish
Council will hold one of its regular meetings in the
city of Kenner. The appearance of the Council in
Kenner was engineered by Kenner Mayor Michael
S. Yenni and Jefferson Parish Councilman Ben
Zahn. Both agreed it would be historic and appropriate for the Jefferson Council to meet in Kenner
at least once each year.
“I look forward to hosting our parish officials
in the Kenner Council Chambers as they address
their agenda in late October. Having the Jefferson
Parish President and Parish Council conduct an
official meeting in Kenner will give our citizens
an opportunity to hear the issues that are being
addressed by our parish leaders. I am proud to say
that this will be the first time in the history of the

be held in our great city and I hope this shows
the citizens of Kenner the unity and cooperation
between Kenner and Jefferson Parish which will
only benefit them. I welcome them to our city and
hope they will learn more about our impact on this
region when they visit,” said Yenni.
The meeting is set for Wednesday, October 24
at 10:00 a.m. in the Kenner City Council chamber.
Zahn, who was a member of the Kenner City
Council until being elected to the District 4 seat
on the Jefferson Council, said that 60 percent of
his constituents in District 4 reside in Kenner and
were previously represented by him as Kenner District 3 Councilman.
Zahn said he was pleased to see the Jefferson
Council meet in Kenner so that residents of Kenner would have a chance to have direct personal
contact with parish officials.

Previous airport had handshake
contracts, current administration
wants written contracts
By Allan Katz
When Iftikhar Ahmad came to the Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport in 2010,
he knew that in the wake of Hurricane Katrina he
would be inheriting an administrative mess in that
the airport was up for sale, there were discussions
to move the airport and the oversight system at the

Iftikhar Ahmad, Director of Aviation, Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
airport had deteriorated due to lack of more than
60 percent of needed staff.
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Come in your costume and enjoy tea,
delectable treats, activities and more.
Pictures, prizes and more included!
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Tickets $35 (admits 2)
VIP Tickets $45
Call 468
468--7268
for more information

KEnnEr’S HEritagE ParK
in rivErtown!
8aM-noon
FrEE ParKing
and adMiSSion

• Every 1st and 3rd Saturday of the Month! • Fresh fruits, vegetables & dairy for sale grown locally!
• Homemade jams and jellies! • Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!
Upcoming SchedUle:
SatUrday, october 6, 2012
Welcome in Fall with a trip to the Farmer’s Market!
SatUrday, october 20, 2012
“Trick or Treat in the Farmers Market”

enjoy a miniature “halloween bash” inside rivertown’s Farmer’s market. games, prizes,
tricks and treats in addition to fresh fall produce and vegetables.
Kids of all ages welcomed! Wear your costume!!! 8am-12pm

SatUrday, november 3, 2012
“Holiday Pie Day”

enter your favorite holiday pie and include the recipe for a chance to win!

SatUrday, november 17, 2012
“Craft Day at the Market! ”

browse unique homemade crafts in addition to the regular fresh
fruits and vegetables of the Farmer’s market. get a jump on
your holiday shopping! extended hours from 8am-5pm

Visit www.kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for more details
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from The Editor

To go or not to go? That is the question when a hurricane looms
By Allan Katz

Kenner Mayor
Michael S. Yenni has
been in government for
almost 20 years. He has
seen hurricanes that
smashed Jefferson Parish and the city of Kenner and he has seen hurricanes
that at the last moment veered away, sparing Jefferson
Parish and Kenner.
Most recently, he has seen Hurricane Isaac
smash Kenner with high winds and tidal rains as the
storm hovered over the New Orleans metro area for
several days. And, Yenni has had a chance to think
about the public reaction to the storm and especially
the anger that foamed over Entergy’s slow response to
restoring electricity in Kenner neighborhoods.
In the wake of Isaac, Yenni believes that the most
fundamental question for hurricanes of the future for
Kenner families will be, “Should we go or should we stay?”
Because Hurricane Isaac was mis-labeled a Category 1 storm, many in Kenner (and the metro area)
expected it to be a one-day rain and wind event that
would fairly swiftly move on. When Isaac hovered,
drenching the area for several days with high winds
that uprooted trees that had survived Hurricane Ka-

trina, many who stayed second-guessed their decision
when the electricity stayed out for four or five days or
more after the storm had finally passed.
Looking back on it now, Yenni thinks that in most
instances, when storms loom the decision to stay or go
will not be made by government officials like himself
but by individual families who need to consider what is
acceptable to them.
“If a storm is like Katrina, which looked like a Category Four at one point, the decision will be made by
public officials who will call for a mandatory evacuation,” says Yenni. “But I think a more common situation
will be a storm like Isaac that is not huge in size but
still packs a big, unpredictable wallop. In a case like
Isaac, the decision will come down to each individual
household. People will need to consider what they can
bear – if the electricity is out for a week, would you
want to stay? If streets are flooded and trees are down
and relief is a week away, would you want to stay? If the
water keeps rising and you might need to be rescued,
would you want to stay?”
Mayor Yenni says he knows of many Kenner
families that are hardy and fully capable of handling
the adversities of riding out a storm. “They get the biggest generator they can afford, plan ahead, stock lots
of food, have food for their pets and, short of having a

tree crash down on their home, can dig in and wait for
the Entergy trucks to arrive in their neighborhood to
restore the power.”
On the other hand, Yenni also knows a lot of Kenner families that would regard those conditions are an
unbearable siege and would vastly prefer to be out of
town with relatives or in a hotel in Alabama or Arkansas with electricity, waiting for the word that power has
been restored in Kenner and it’s safe to return home.
“It’s a choice,” says Yenni. “Is staying or going
more comfortable for you?”
However, there are also those – the mayor acknowledges – who don’t have a choice because they
can’t afford the cost of going. So, they have to stay.
Doug Dodt, Kenner’s Emergency Preparedness
Coordinator, says that he encourages people to leave if
they can do so and he has given a lot of thought to the
plight of those who have no choice but to stay.
If that’s your situation and you remain for a storm,
Dodt recommends that you do for your family what he
has done for Kenner city government – be very prepared
by turning hurricane planning into a year-round activity.
“If you start planning what your family is going to
do when the hurricane enters the Gulf of Mexico, you’re
already too late,” says Dodt. “You’ll probably forget some
things you should have remembered. Start planning for

the next hurricane in January. Give yourself eight or
nine months to figure out what is right for your family. If
you can, get the biggest generator you can afford. Stock
up on non-perishable foods and plenty of drinking water. Anticipate some grim days after the hurricane when
you may not have electricity, running water or adequate
sewerage facilities. How will you fill the time? Maybe
everyone in your family ought to participate in planning
what you’re going to do if worse comes to worse. Consider every contingency and expect bad things to happen
but be ready for them. If you are going to stay, you need
to be able to take care of yourself because emergency
services may not be able to rescue you.”
Mayor Yenni says, “Hurricanes are part of our
environment in south Louisiana. Thank goodness we
don’t have a hurricane every year. But we have hurricanes often enough that we know we’re going to be
tested. Doug Dodt is an expert and I know that he’s
right when he says that planning for hurricanes needs
to be a year-round event for government and for families. You surely don’t want to be thinking about what
you’re going to do when the weather forecasters say
that the storm is going to strike us in 12 hours.”
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.
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Do voters blame Bush or Obama?
By Jeff Crouere
In this troubled
economy, Americans
are hurting, especially
the middle class. A new
Pew Research Center
report indicated that the middle class is shrinking and
becoming poorer.
Median household income and net worth are
down sharply as 85 percent report that it is more difficult than a decade ago to maintain their standard of
living. These statistics just confirm how tough of an
economic climate America faces today.
Unemployment is stuck above eight percent
and has been at that level for 43 straight months, the
longest period since the Great Depression. 100 million
Americans are receiving some sort of government assistance, while only 139 million are working. There are
over 46 million Americans receiving food stamps in
2012 versus just 17 million in 2000.
In America 2012, more and more people are leaving the workforce altogether. While President Obama
cites growth in private sector jobs, there are fewer people working today than when he took office in January
of 2009.
The president’s plan to increase government
spending to combat the problem clearly did not work
as advertised. After an expensive stimulus package
and four years of trillion dollar plus budget deficits,
our country’s economic problems have only intensified.
The result is that the national debt is approaching $16
trillion or $140,000 per taxpayer.
With $45 trillion more in unfunded entitlement
liabilities, most Americans do not grasp the magnitude
of our economic problems. However, they do understand their own financial situation, which is clearly not
good.
Most Americans sense the nation is in the midst
of a continued recession, instead of a weak recovery.

Overall economic growth is weak, wages are stagnant,
housing prices have not recovered and gasoline prices
are averaging $3.73 per gallon, more than double the
figure at the start of the Obama administration. In total, these economic statistics are very bad news for the
incumbent, but he is either tied or leading Mitt Romney in most polls.
The race will be decided by voters in the dozen
swing states who are getting all of the attention from
the candidates. Both candidates are appealing to that
small group of undecided voters who loom very large
in this election. The upcoming debates might very well
determine who receives the undecided vote. Thus, it
is no surprise that both candidates are spending many
hours preparing for their face-off on national television.
A major topic in the debates will be the poor economy.
In this horrible economic environment, the
presidential candidates are trying to woo voters with
their messages. They are also claiming the other party
caused the problem. President Obama is still blaming
former President George W. Bush, while Mitt Romney
is blaming the current administration.
On November 6, voters will decide who caused
these economic woes. If a majority of voters continue
to blame Bush for the economic misery, they will be
more likely to give Barack Obama another four years to
solve the problem. If voters blame President Obama for
making a bad situation worse, they will likely give Mitt
Romney a chance to turn it around.
In the 1980 presidential election, GOP candidate
Ronald Reagan asked the question, “Are you better off
than you were four years ago?” Americans answered
resoundingly “no” and gave Reagan an overwhelming
victory.
In this election, Americans will once again answer “no” but it is not clear that Romney will win a big
victory, because of the “Bush factor.”
The former president has been completely vili-

fied by the media and the Democrats. He has refused
to defend his policies and has retreated to Texas. In
fact, he completely bypassed the Republican National
Convention in Tampa and did not even address the
delegates. This implied that he was not only unwanted,
but also at least partially responsible for the economic
problems of today.
This scenario makes the election a tough one to
call. The winner will be the candidate who can make
the best argument to the American people. Romney
has a slight financial edge, but Obama has the advantage of the news media on his side.
The president’s support also increases as more
people become dependent on government assistance.
Most of these voters tend to support Obama who is
seen as the candidate most likely to continue to increase entitlement programs. By choosing Paul Ryan
as his running mate, Mitt Romney has staked the
position that the entitlement programs need to be reformed to ensure their future survival.
At least voters will have a very clear choice in
November. There is a world of difference between the
messages of the Obama-Biden ticket versus the Romney-Ryan ticket. The winner will be determined by not
only who a majority of Americans trust with the future
of this nation, but also who they blame for the mess we
are now facing.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside
Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00
p.m. Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV,
Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.
weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New
Orleans and the north shore. Crouere is a political
analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere
at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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www.chateaucafe.com

Welcome your Fall mornings
with a

Pumpkin Spice Latte
or a

Toasted Almond
Mocha Latte
boTh CAn be Served hoT or iCed!

Holiday Catering Available!

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon-Sat 6:30 am - 8 pm
Sun - 7:00 am to 2 pm

Call Ahead for To Go Orders!

1011-ChateauCafe.indd 1
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Presidential Election
Early Voting Schedule

G
VOTIN

Early Voting
for the
November 6, 2012
U.S. Presidential election
begins
Tuesday, October 23, 2012
and ends
Tuesday, October 30, 2012.
Visit the Kenner branch of the Jefferson
Parish Registrar of Voters Office at
408 Minor Street between 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
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The city of Kenner weathered
the storm with flying colors
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor
Hurricane Isaac
was the first storm
under my new administration. You can have
all the emergency preparedness guides and drills possible, but there’s no test like weathering the actual
emergency event. My team operated under a modified Boy Scout motto: “Prepare for everything.”
When 79 sewer lift stations were without power,
our Public Works teams shuttled from station to station throughout the battering storm to hook up mobile generators. The mobile generators and the brave
efforts of the Public Works personnel prevented thousands of families from experiencing sewer backup
problems. In fact, 16 of the mobile generators were
hooked up during the peak of the winds of Isaac and
homes were saved from heavy damage. Throughout
the storm, literally 24/7, vacuum trucks were in action
to alleviate stress on the sewer system.
When trees or debris blocked a road, city workers were on the scene to protect the integrity of the
roadways and keep traffic flowing smoothly. Many
elderly residents were evacuated from assisted living homes by the East Jefferson EMS and the Kenner
Fire Department.
We welcomed and coordinated the Red Cross,
Salvation Army and the Vineyard Church as they
fed thousands of people who were stranded without
food supplies. We manned our emergency operations
around the clock leaning on the expertise of our city’s
top directors to answer every call and solve every
problem that we could despite the perilous conditions.
I attended as many of the parish’s public briefings that I could so that I could provide you with
important, up-to-the-minute information and when
I couldn’t attend a briefing from the parish’s emer-

gency operations center, I delivered news to our
residents through WWL 870 AM radio. I am especially
thankful to all of the media outlets who kept Kenner
in mind during this storm.
In the aftermath of Isaac, our police patrolled
neighborhoods, provided live traffic controls where
signal lights were down and even led utility workers
to their posts to help them restore our power more
quickly. City workers also responded admirably in
the aftermath of the hurricane. They repaired broken signs, lights and removed debris that could have
resulted in accidents and dangerous situations. They
patrolled our streets to quickly identify outages,
broken street lighting and vulnerable properties.
Our pre-approved storm contractors were under the
oversight of city department heads. Together, a threephase debris collection process was implemented immediately after the storm.
When federal and state authorities agreed to
create points of distribution to help families in need,
we quickly lobbied to place one in our city for the
convenience of our residents. We always kept our Hispanic community in mind and delivered information
through an interpreter who remained embedded at
the Kenner Emergency Operations Center.
Chief Steve Caraway and many of the members
of our City Council expressed their pleasure with the
actions of our city workers before, during and after
the storm. They acted responsibility, reliably and
resourcefully. As for my administration, I am proud
of the way we weathered our first storm and put our
emergency plan to the test. I am most proud of our
workers and our citizens who together helped Kenner rebound from the storm in quick fashion.
Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240
or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

The life of a ticket
By Meg Vincent – Kenner Clerk of Court Director
We often receive
calls in the Kenner
Clerk of Court’s office
asking what actually
happens to a traffic
ticket after it’s written. Does it go directly to the
police department or does someone else intercept
it? What are the options after a ticket is issued? Do
I have to go to court? How do I make a payment? The
Clerk of Court and the Mayor’s Court offices have the
answers.
After a ticket is issued by an officer, a copy is
brought back to the police department to be entered
into the computer system. After that, the ticket is
electronically transferred to the Clerk of Court’s Office for verification, along with a case number corresponding to the number on the ticket. It is now a part
of the internal court database for upcoming cases,
complete with its own screen. Any information needed will be available on the computer system simply by
entering the case number.
One of the items on this screen is called “Next
Action,” the first of which is always the arraignment
date (listed as “court appearance” on the actual ticket). This court date is just one of several options available to those who receive tickets. Contrary to popular
belief, you do not have to appear in court to settle the

case against you, unless the violation requires a court
appearance. Mandatory offenses include speeding 15
miles per hour over the speed the limit, driving with
no license, hit and run, speeding in school zones, domestic violence and several others (our office has the
complete list).
Defendants may choose to pay fines in person at
our office in Building A of City Hall, or even online at
www.kenner.la.us. Visa, MasterCard, Discover are accepted online or in person. Personal checks will not
be accepted and no form of payment is accepted over
the phone.
Whether the defendant chooses or is required
to appear, the following procedure remains the same.
At the arraignment, the magistrate will ask for a plea
of guilty or not guilty. If the defendant pleads not
guilty, he or she will then proceed to the prosecutor’s
office. The prosecutor will explain in detail the various options available, including setting a future trial
for the judge. If the plea is guilty (and yes, that does
happen quite often), the judge will order the applicable fines. From there, the defendant proceeds to the
office window or courtroom clerk for the necessary
paperwork and then to the cashier. After payment is
received, the case is closed.
Of course, every case is different, and not all
on next page
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Have a fun…and safe…
Halloween

We

Saved an AllState client over $1400

and lowered their hurricane deductible by $10,000

We can save you money, too!

By Steve Caraway – Kenner Police Chief
Halloween is
a fun time to share
with your children.
However, it is also a
time to be cautious and alert as accidents are prone
to happen during this time. Please review the following Halloween safety tips and discuss these tips with
your family:
Replace burned-out lights to increase visibility at your door and around your house.
Remove anything children can trip over
while on your property, such as garden hoses, toys,
bikes and lawn decorations. Sweep wet leaves
from your sidewalk and steps to reduce the chance
a youngster will slip and fall.
When displaying jack-o-lanterns indoors always do so on a sturdy table and place away from
curtains and other flammable objects. When displaying jack-o-lanterns outdoors, keep them away
from landings and doorsteps where costumes can
brush against the flame and possibly catch fire.
Keep your pets confined to prevent them from
running away or becoming anxious and bothered
by kids in costume.
Never invite strangers into your home while
partaking in Halloween festivities. Always distribute treats at your doorway or outside.
Make sure your kids can be seen in the dark
while trick or treating. Consider choosing costumes that are bright or have reflective material

7

on them and have them carry flashlights while out.
Be sure children can easily move in their costumes,
that costumes won’t cause them to trip and fall
and that masks do not obstruct their view.
Have children trick or treat in groups and
be sure they are accompanied by an adult following by foot or car. While accompanying children,
have them walk on sidewalks and stay in well-lit
areas at all times during the night. Remind your
children to never cross streets without looking both
ways and to never cross between parked cars.
Inspect all candy and treats your children
collect. Slice open fresh fruit or simply throw away
to be safe. Call the Kenner Police Department if you
discover questionable treats or suspect your children may be in danger.
If you plan to attend an adult party this
Halloween, please do not drink and drive. Assign
someone to be your designated driver or call a taxi.
The Kenner Police Department offers free
trick or treat bags made of reflective material on a
first-come, first-served basis. Pick one up for each of
your children at our headquarters at 500 Veterans
Boulevard on weekdays between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00
p.m. I wish you and your family a safe and fun-filled
Halloween season.
Kenner Police Chief Caraway can be reached
by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com.
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Lori and Kevin Guffey
0412_Guffey.indd 1
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Join Us For An Event.
We Invite Your Membership.

The Kenner Professional
Business Association’s
MonThly luncheon
Tuesday, october 16
SPeAKeRS:
ochsner Medical
center-Kenner

chief executive officer
PAolo ZAMBiTo

Vice President of Medical Affairs
DR. DAwn PuenTe

E-mail reservations@kpba.biz to make
luncheon reservations
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. Meeting at 12:00

reservations@kpba.biz

chateau Golf & country club
3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner
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The Esplanade mall welcomes seven new
store additions
Simon Property Group, Inc., the country’s
largest owner, developer and manager of high
quality retail real estate recently announced seven
new additions joining its tenant lineup at The Esplanade mall.
Next Level Sports Performance and Fitness
Center, Nina Beauty Supply, Image, So Chic and
Toys “R” Us Express are now open for business
while Red Rocket Comic and Retro Roadtrip are
slated to open in the fall.
“We’re excited to offer these great additions
to the local community and visitors,” said Arianne
Cousin, director of marketing and business development. “Each of these concepts enhances the vibrant environment found at The Esplanade.”
At Next Level Sports Performance and Fitness Center, area-residents can get into shape
with the help of highly skilled trainers, coaches
and instructors. Each trainer offers their own style
to take their clients’ fitness to the Next Level. The
8,672-square-foot gym is now open on the first floor
next to Eyemasters and Dillard’s.

Vincent
from previous page

rules apply for all circumstances. If you receive a citation in Kenner and are unsure of your options, please
call our office at 468-7277 and we will be happy to
help you in any way we can.
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Nina Beauty Supply offers shoppers a wide
variety of men’s and women’s accessories and toiletry products. Located on the second floor next to
Things Remembered and Amy’s Country Candles,
the 1,100 square-foot store carries human, synthetic and lace wigs, accessories, fashionable jewelry, nails, make up, shaving cream, shampoos and
conditioners and much more.
Located next to LensCrafters and Sports Avenue, Image offers trendy women and junior apparel perfect for the office, weekend or after five.
The 7,361-square-foot store features a constant
flow of fun and creative clothing designs, accessories and shoes to make your look come together at
the right price.
Offering shoppers an assortment of stylish
apparel at great prices, So Chic has opened its
doors on the second floor next to Baker’s and
Gordon Jewelers. The 1,154-square-foot store is
a locally owned family business purchasing items
coast to coast, from Los Angeles to New York
page 23

Meg Vincent is the director of the Kenner
Clerk of Court’s office, located at 1801 Williams
Boulevard, Building A, Room 105 in Kenner.
The office phone number is 468-7277 and the
department’s website can be reached at www.
kenner.la.us. The Clerk of Court’s email address
is coc@kenner.la.us.

WANTED: NEW ASSOCIATES
We are looking for a few serious people to join our energetic and
progressive thinking company. You provide the energy and we will
provide everything you need to become a success in the real estate
industry. Call (504) 433-6464 for more information.

Williams Office

4140 Willians Blvd. Kenner. LA 70065

10/1/12 5:06 PM
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Ochsner – Kenner rides out Hurricane Isaac
with teamwork and dedication

HQ WatcH & JeWelry repair
Pedro Romero – Watchmaker
Battery Replacement $5 – 1yr. Guarantee
Lay Away Plans

We Do All Types of RepAiRs
Watches: Movado, Elgin, Rolex, Hamilton, Gucci,
Bulova, Walthan, Tissol, Wall Clocks and more…
Jewelry: Welding of Chains, Ring Repairs,
Ring Sizing, small and large, Diamond Mounting,
Engraving of Rings and Bracelets,
Welding of Glasses and more…
los latinos plaza suite
3521 florida Ave., suite 1B, Kenner, lA 70065
305-1721 • www.aiyellow.com/hqwatch

Steven A. Watts

0812_HQ Watch & Jewelry.indd 1

Attorney at Law

7/27/12

35 years
experience

Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
Successions, Business Transactions
Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law
4200 S. I-10 Service Road • Suite 110 • Metairie

836-0811
0912_Watts.indd 1

By Paolo Zambito
Seven years to the day after Hurricane Katrina, Hurricane Isaac presented
the city of New Orleans with yet another
challenge. Due to lessons learned by previous storms, Ochsner-Kenner
was more prepared than ever to face that challenge head on with the outstanding teamwork of our staff and physicians.
When it comes to emergency preparedness, Ochsner-Kenner has
come a long way since 2005. Over the last several years, we have performed
extensive testing and emergency drills to determine what could be done
better. Taking these steps gave us the reassurance that quality care would
not be compromised during Hurricane Isaac. Essential elements of our
emergency plan such as staffing, methods of communication, evacuation
plans, tracking systems, supplies and equipment were in place and ready
to be utilized at any given moment.
8:04 PM
Prior to and during the storm, leadership met with physicians and
management teams twice a day to talk about the progression of Hurricane
Isaac and answer any questions or concerns. This consistent open, honest
communication was of the utmost importance for this emergent situation
and helped significantly in making sure that every detail was taken care
of at Ochsner-Kenner.
Communication during Hurricane Katrina was very difficult. So
during Hurricane Isaac, we were equipped with digital phones, satellite
phones, cellular phones with out-of-state area codes and ham radios. In addition, analog (rotary dial) phones were operational on every nursing unit.
The thorough plan of coordinating essential personnel and relief
teams to be on site ran very smoothly. In situations like this, there are no
titles. Patient care is our top priority and everyone pitched in and helped
throughout the hospital. Our plant operations, environmental services and
dietary teams deserve extra kudos for working around the clock – before,
during and after the storm – to keep things going and making safety a priority for both our patients and our employees and physicians.
During Hurricane Katrina, the medical community throughout New

8/24/12 10:08 PM

State Certified Instructors
Band Instruments
Piano • Guitar • Bass

468-8255

3901 Williams Blvd. Suite 9, Kenner
Email: mscor1@att.net

1012 Music CoOp.indd 1
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Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive officer at Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner, whose stated mission is to improve the high level of quality patient care to local residents and the surrounding communities by
focusing considerable efforts on increasing Ochsner’s support of the community as well as expanding medical services in the city. Zambito serves
on the boards of the Louisiana Emergency Response Network (LERN)
Commission Region 1 and the Louisiana Extended Care Hospital of
Kenner and is a member of the Jefferson Chamber of Commerce and Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Louisiana. For more information on the
services and physicians at O chsner Medical Center-Kenner call 464-8000.

Get that flu shot now, don’t procrastinate, says
influenza that becomes prevalent in any
Ochsner-Kenner doctor
given year. “Even though that is someBy Allan Katz

Music Lessons

Orleans came together to support each other in times of need and that
support continues today. We were able to accept patients from other area
hospitals who were transferred to Ochsner-Kenner to wait out the storm.
Staff members also came from those hospitals to help provide care for
their patients.
Due to so many residents opting to ride out Hurricane Isaac in New
Orleans, in the days immediately following the storm, the Ochsner-Kenner
Emergency Department treated nearly double the number of patients that
are seen on an average day. Some of the patients who needed to be admitted included those who required dialysis, had heart problems or pulmonary disease. We also saw many patients with heat exhaustion from being
in homes without air conditioning for an extended period and patients
who had accidents while working to clean up after the storm. Many elderly
patients who were unable to tolerate the adverse conditions also sought
help in the emergency room. Ochsner-Kenner’s Emergency Department
and Inpatient Admits continue to see an increase in patients because of
our excellent services and outstanding teams.
I am extremely proud of everyone at Ochsner-Kenner for their hard
work during Hurricane Isaac and for their dedication and loyalty to our patients and neighbors. For those of us living in south Louisiana, hurricanes
are a part of life. We know that the time will come when we are again put
to the test. When that time comes, Ochsner-Kenner will be prepared for
whatever comes our way.

The first thing that you should know is that the influenza vaccine
now being offered to the public does work and it will provide you a considerable measure of protection against the flu this winter, says the medical
director of the LSU Family Health Center at the Ochsner Medical Center
in Kenner.
“The flu shot works and you should get your flu show now,” says Dr.
Dave Williams. “Make sure all the members of your family get a flu shot.
Please don’t wait until it gets cold to get your flu shot. It will be more effective when it gets cold if you get the vaccine now.”
The reason that Dr. Williams feels so strongly about the importance
of getting a flu shot now is that each year the Family Health Center at
Ochsner-Kenner sees cases of flu that become life-threatening, especially
for senior citizens.
“Flu can be a killer,” says Dr. Williams. “Even if you’re not a senior,
8:17 PM you can have complications stemming from the flu that will put someone
in their teens, 20s, 30s or 40s in jeopardy. And who would want the terrible feeling you would have if you contracted the flu and then inadvertently passed it on to an older relative or friend. That would be awful.”
Dr. Williams said it is true that the influenza vaccine that is offered
to the public sometimes turns out not to be a perfect match for the type of

times true, the influenza vaccine that is
offered always carries with it sufficient
protection against the strain of flu that
happens to become dominant in any
given year,” said Dr. Williams.
He also said that Kenner residents
who have not yet visited the LSU Family
Dr. Dave Williams
Health Center at Ochsner-Kenner may
want to do so. “We can help you and your family with all the immunizations you might need and assist you with the preventive medicine that will
keep your family enjoying good health,” said Dr. Williams.
He said many Kenner residents have chosen to receive an immunization against shingles, a very painful illness that can strike at any time.
Dr. Williams also said that adults who will be coming in contact with newborns should seriously consider getting an immunization against whopping cough, an illness that can be fatal for infants.
The LSU Family Health Center is located on the fourth floor of the
Medical Building at Ochsner-Kenner. Dr. Williams, who has been in Louisiana for 15 years, says the Family Health Center is one of the best preventive medicine facilities he has seen.
“We’re very proud of our outstanding medical and nursing staff here,”
he said. “This is one of the best facilities of its kind in the nation.”

Kenner Star Past Editions

comfort to the whole family and helps to preserve the family unit.

A non-profit organization that
provides respite and end-of-life
support to seriously ill children
and their families.
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Oktoberfest returns to Rivertown with new 5K race, dog races and car show
The Deutsches Haus Oktoberfest is coming to Kenner’s Rivertown on October 12, 13, 19, 20, 26 and 27, 2012.
The German-American annual festival moved from New
Orleans to Rivertown last year and showcases the best in
German food, music, wine schnapps and beer.
This year’s Oktoberfest will feature new events including a 5K race, dachshund races and a car show along
with beer stein holding contests held three times each
day. European beer tastings will be held at 3:00 p.m. and
tastings of European wines will begin at 5:00 p.m. each
Saturday of the festival.
The inaugural Oktoberfest 5K race will be held
in conjunction with the New Orleans Track Club. Race
entry includes free post-race admission to the festival.
The race is open to all, NOTC members and nonmembers alike and will be held on Saturday, October 13, 2012.
Race-day registration and packet pick-up begins at 4:00
p.m. The race will start at 5:00 p.m. Online registration is
open through Sunday, October 7, 2012.
The first wiener-dachshund race is on Saturday,
October 20, 2012 at 3:00 p.m. with categories for puppies,
adults, seniors and wheelie dogs. Prizes will be awarded
and the proceeds will benefit the Friends of Jefferson
Parish Animal Shelter.
Deutsches Haus is sponsoring the first annual All

Corvette Car Show on Saturday, October 13, 2012. Registration is 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Judging by the public
is being held from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. with awards
presented at 5:00 p.m.
“Last year at our first festival in Rivertown, we
attracted over 12,000 people ,” said Keith Oldendorf,
president of Deutsches Haus. “This year we feel we can
attract even more festival goers which would be a great
thing for Deutsches Haus and the city of Kenner. “We
hope everyone will enjoy the cuisine that made Oktoberfest famous, bratwurst, knackwurst, pretzels, schnitzel,
cabbage rolls and more. We invite festival goers to come
and listen to authentic German ‘oompah’ music and do
the chicken dance,” said Oldendorf.
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni is happy the festival has come back to Kenner. “Deutsches Haus and the
annual Oktoberfest is a welcomed addition to the Rivertown area. On behalf of the city, I am excited about their
return for this year’s festivities. Bring your family and
friends out to enjoy the fall weather, German heritage
and a great party in Kenner’s historic Rivertown,” said
Yenni.
On the three weekends of the festival, the doors
will open on Fridays at 4:00 p.m. and close at 11:00 p.m.
On Saturdays, the festival will run from 2:00 p.m. until

$1.9 million to be spent on upgrade for
airport access road and Airline Drive (US 61). The 2.1 mile upgrade is
By Allan Katz

The Louis Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport access road is going to receive a $1.9 million
upgrade starting this month with work expected to be
completed by early 2013.
The access road, which includes a strip known
as the Jerome Glazer Boulevard, is a key roadway for
many Kenner residents and others. Thousands of drivers, many using the road as a shortcut, use the access
road every day. The access road connects the airport’s
main terminal with Interstate-10 and serves as a
connecting road for three east/west arteries passing
through Kenner: I-10; Veterans Memorial Boulevard

funded with federal funds administered by the Federal
Highway Administration via an earmark. The lowest
project bid of $1,936,086.79 was awarded to Barriere
Construction Co. LLC through a state of Louisiana bid
process. The New Orleans Aviation Board, which oversees operations of Armstrong International, is contributing a 20 percent match to fund the project.
Also coming this fall is a new landscaping program along the airport access road that has been
awarded to Rotolo Construction Company in the
amount of $805,823. The landscaping will be jointly
maintained through a cooperative endeavor agreement between Jefferson Parish and Armstrong International Airport.

Big Book Sale at Pontchartrain Center
The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library will
hold their semiannual Big Book Sale on October 18
until October 21, 2012, at the Pontchartrain Center
on Williams Boulevard at the lake in Kenner. Hours
are Thursday, October 18, through Saturday, October
20 from 10:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. On Sunday, October
21, the hours will be noon to 5:00 p.m. Over 60,000
gently used books, puzzles, DVDs, CDs, video tapes,
music tapes and records will be offered for sale at

very reasonable prices. There is an especially good
collection of both travel and art books.
Cash, checks, Visa, MasterCard and Discover
cards will be accepted. Admission and parking are
free.
For more information call the Friends of the
Library at 455-2665 or email friendsjpl@Yahoo.
com. All proceeds from the sale benefit the Jefferson Parish Libraries.

11:00 p.m. Admission is $6 at the door. There is no charge
for children under 12. Members of the military are welcomed without charge.
Deutsches Haus, the region’s German heritage society, has over 83 years since its founding grown into an
organization with a mission to celebrate and foster the
rich culture, musical heritage, language and history of
the German people. Oktoberfest is famous for its music,

Daily Specials ~ Kid’s Plates
Completely Renovated
Family Atmosphere ~ No Smoking
Appetizers • Soups • Salads • Burgers
Sandwiches • Pizzas • Wraps • Po Boys
Steaks • Seafood Entrees
3826 Williams Boulevard • 305-6315
Open 7 Days a Week: Sun-Thurs. 11-11 • Fri & Sat 11-12

1012_Laketown Harbor.indd 1

Metropolitan Center for Women and Children
is a nonprofit organization which serves survivors of
domestic violence and sexual assault in eight Louisiana parishes. A twenty-four hours crisis line for those
in need of immediate help is available at 837-5400.
Visit Metro’s website, www.mcwcgno.org, for information about the free and confidential services offered by the agency.

Men’s
14 K Class
Ring
We Pay up to $515
with this Ad
1750 ozt Gold Market
With Coupon

We Pay
More Than
Anyone
Especially
Pawn Shops

Locally Owned • Sell Your Jewelry Now While Gold Is Still High
Gold Jewelry • Silver Jewelry • Diamonds • Silverware
Broken Jewelry • Rolex Watches • Estate Jewelry • Platinum
• 6626 Jefferson Hwy | Harahan
Across from Colonial Bowling Alley • 504-575-3467
• 1660 Barataria Blvd. | Marrero
Across from Starbucks • 504-941-7854
• 2537 Williams Blvd. | Kenner • 504-287-4450
Across from Sylvesters Western Wear

20%

Receive an extra

1012_TopDollar.indd 1

1012_Kenner Star.indd 9

9/28/12 8:27 PM

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Candlelight vigil for abused victims set for October
Metropolitan Center for Women and Children
is holding the 2012 Domestic Violence Candlelight
Vigil on October 24, 2012, at Heritage Hall located at
303 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. This vigil is being
co-sponsored by the city of Kenner and the Jefferson
Parish District Attorney’s Office.
During the vigil, awards will be presented to
outstanding volunteers and the names of 2011-12
Louisiana victims killed by their abusers will be read
and memorial candles lit to remember the victims.

cuisine and ambiance.
“Moving to Rivertown has been a great fit for Oktoberfest,” said Oldendorf. “Kenner is rich in German
history and together we can tell the story of the GermanAmericans and the pride that we feel about this great
country.”
For more information and to register for
Oktoberfest events visit oktoberfestnola.com.

FoR youR Gold,
SilveR oR Platinum
excludes Coins, diamonds & Watches
With Coupon only. one per customer.
9/28/12 8:26 PM

10/1/12 5:06 PM
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Exercise induced asthma
By Craig Goodwin
One of the goals
of asthma treatment is
to help you maintain
a normal and healthy
lifestyle, which includes
exercise and other physical activities. It turns out
that exercise triggers bronchial narrowing in asthma
by bringing large volumes of air deep into the chest.
When breathing quietly, about one gallon of air enters
the lungs during each minute. The air that enters the
lungs is warmed and has moisture added to it by the
nose, mouth and throat. By the time the air reaches
the bronchial tubes inside the chest, it has nearly the

Cancer
Awareness
Month

same temperature and moisture as the walls of the
bronchial tubes themselves.
During vigorous exercise, because of the large
volume of air entering the lungs, the bronchial tubes
themselves are called upon to give up warmth and
moisture to the incoming air. In persons with asthma,
cooling and drying of the bronchial tubes causes the
bronchial muscles to contract, narrowing the air passageways and making it difficult to breathe. The colder
and drier the air that you breathe during exercising increases the stimulus of the muscles that surround the
bronchial tubes to contract.
Exercise that exposes you to cold air such as ski-

Our Compassionate, Knowledgeable Staff can help you
select everything you need to look and feel your best.
We look forward to meeting you
with this New Client Coupon

$1000 OFF Any Single Wig
(with this coupon)
Offer expires 12/01/2012

Hair Styles Unlimited
Salon & Spa

3635 Florida Ave • Kenner, LA
504-464-5949

Beautiful Wigs
$5999 and Up

www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com
Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977
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Pulled BarBeque ChiCken Pita
By foodieforone.com

Preferably while the chicken is still hot, remove
by shredding with a fork half of the rotisserie
chicken. Place in a pan with the prepared barbeque sauce and heat for a few minutes
as chicken absorbs the barbeque flavor.
Build your pita with a heaping serving of pulled barbeque chicken, purple onion and
pickle and Creole mustard. Add a side of foodieforone’s potato chips Enjoy!
Stavo’s Barbeque Sauce
1 teaspoon brown sugar
1/2 cup ketchup
1 teaspoon Stavo’s Cajun seasoning
1/4 cup of your favorite bourbon
1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
Don’t fret too much about adding the bourbon as getting it nice and hot evaporates
most of the alcohol.
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle
Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@
yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.
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step to starting any exercise plan is to talk with your
health care provider, keep medications on hand and
assess symptoms daily and before exercising. When
starting an exercise program, the American Lung Association also suggests to find an exercise that’s right
for you, to warm up and cool down and to try to exercise
indoors during the winter months by looking for a well,
ventilated gym that will reduce your exposure to mildew, mold and other asthma triggers.
Remember, if you smoke, make a plan to quit.
With proper medical management you should be able
to walk, climb stairs, run and participate in activities,
sports and exercise without experiencing symptoms.
Do not let EIA keep you from leading an active life or
from achieving your athletic dreams. For further information, please contact our local chapter of the American Lung Association.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at
3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other
locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical School Department of
Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987.
The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@
gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Warner Thomas becomes
president and CEO of Ochsner
Health System
Warner Thomas, president and chief operating
officer of Ochsner Health System, became the system’s
president and chief executive officer on September 1,
2012. Thomas succeeds Dr. Patrick Quinlan, who has
led Ochsner Health System since 2001.
“The healthcare industry is facing challenging
times, but Ochsner is well prepared to not only survive
but to take the responsibility of local and regional leadership seriously. Together, we will continue on the path
to being counted among the nation’s very best caregivers,” said Thomas. “During Hurricane Isaac, I was continually reminded what an amazing team of physicians,

nurses and professionals
we have at Ochsner. I am
honored to work with
them as we continue to
Warner Thomas
define the future of excellent medical care in
the Gulf South.”
As president and chief operating officer, Thomas
led Ochsner’s effort to build its own hospital system
through the acquisition of six hospitals, which led to the
Ochsner Health System as it stands today serving people
across Louisiana and the greater Gulf South.

Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner only
hospital to receive wound care and
hyperbarics accreditation

Gather your favorite rotisserie chicken, pita or
pocket thins, a purple onion, bread and butter
pickles, Creole mustard and prepare Stavo’s
Homemade Barbeque Sauce, and in a flash,
you will be enjoying this very flavorful meal.

1012_Recipe Corner.indd 1

ing or ice hockey is therefore more likely to cause symptoms than exercise involving warm and humid air such
as swimming. Activities that involve only short bursts
of exercise or intermittent periods of activity are usually better tolerated. Such sports include walking, volleyball, gymnastics or baseball. Aerobic sports such as
distance running, soccer or basketball are more likely
to cause symptoms.
Symptoms of exercised-induced asthma (EIA)
include coughing, wheezing, chest tightness and shortness of breath. The symptoms of EIA may begin during
exercise and will usually be worse five to 10 minutes
after stopping exercise. Symptoms most often resolve
in another 20 to 30 minutes and can range from mild
to severe. A variety of strategies work effectively to prevent the symptoms of asthma after exercise. Often on a
cold day, you can trap a little bit of warm, moist air in
front of your mouth by using a scarf pulled up over your
nose and mouth. Face masks are also made for this
purpose. Taking medication prior to exercising is important in preventing EIA. Proper warm up for six to 10
minutes before periods of exercise or vigorous activity
will usually help. With proper treatment and effective
management, people with EIA can exercise safely and
excel in a variety of sports.
The American Lung Association suggests that
you create an “Asthma Management Plan.” The first

The wound care and hyperbarics program at
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner has been awarded
accreditation from the Undersea and Hyperbaric
Medical Society (UHMS). Ochsner is the only facility
in Louisiana and the Mississippi Gulf Coast to receive
this prestigious title.
The UHMS is an international, non-profit organization comprised of physicians, researchers and
clinicians dedicated to providing scientific research
to support clinical practice of hyperbaric medicine.
Accreditation is a rigorous process requiring review of
over 750 patient care and facility standards by a panel
of experts in the field of hyperbaric medicine. UHMS
accreditation is a co-accrediting body with Joint Commission; another highly respected accreditation organization for acute care hospitals.
Ochsner is part of an elite group of only 130 facilities from across the country that is UHMS Accredited.
“This designation, combined with the excellent
wound care and hyperbaric services provided by our
staff, confirms our dedication to innovation, performance and high quality care,” states Chantal Lorio,

DPM, chair of the department of podiatry at Ochsner
Medical Center. “This gold standard signifies that we
are a center of excellence for hyperbaric facilities and
we are proud to offer this unique service.”
Hyperbaric oxygen therapy is an adjunctive modality used to treat patients with more than a dozen
medical conditions including chronic diabetic foot ulcers, tissue and bone infections and radiation injury to
bladder, bowel and the jaw.
“Each year, around seven to nine million Americans suffer from chronic wounds that significantly impact their quality of life,” said Mohammad Suleman, MD,
medical director of wound care and hyperbarics. “Our
program provides multi-specialty physicians and clinicians expertly trained in delivering the latest cutting
edge treatments in wound healing therapies.”
Ochsner has four hyperbaric chambers and can
provide up to 20 treatments each day.
For further information about the wound care
and hyperbarics program at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner visit ochsner.org/WoundCare or contact
464-8686.
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Law
Cutting through the clutter
By Steven A. Watts
For most folks, the law
can be complicated,
confusing and intimidating. Particularly,
when it comes to matters of estate planning, professional assistance is always a good idea. Occasionally, the legislature in its wisdom enacts a law that
is simple and useful. A great example of this is the
Louisiana law governing “small successions.”
In order to see this law at work, let’s look at
the life of good old Uncle Fred. Uncle Fred never did
subscribe to the popular creed, “whoever dies owning the most toys wins.” Indeed, Fred led a simple
life, only acquiring those basics that he found necessary to live. Uncle Fred ignored those folks that told
him he needed a will because, according to him, his

assets, “didn’t amount to much.” At the time of his
death, Fred and his wife had owned a small home,
a car and a small checking and savings account. If
Fred’s wife or other heirs want to legally wrap up his
estate, do they need to file a “Petition for Possession”
with the court and obtain a judgment placing them in
legal possession of his property? Maybe not.
Louisiana law has provided for some special
rules that govern those instances where an estate
is “small.” Generally, to qualify for these special provisions, an individual’s estate at death can have no
more than $75,000 of gross value. Additionally, the
decedent must have died intestate, or without a will.
So, in our example, if the value of Fred’s portion of all
the property belonging to the community estate between he and his wife totals less than $75,000, Fred’s

wife and heirs do not have to “go to court.” Fred’s
loved ones can acquire his assets “extra-judicially.”
Clearly, not everyone is going to qualify for this special treatment under the law; however, for those that
do, the benefits are wonderful.
Fred’s wife and heirs can obtain full ownership
of his estate by means of a simple notarized affidavit.
If Fred was not married or widowed, two competent
heirs or one heir with another qualified individual can
execute the affidavit. The affidavit just sets forth the
facts of Fred’s life, i.e. his marital status, his children
or heirs, if any, the date of his death, a description
of his property and its value at the time of his death.
This affidavit does not need to be filed with the court
if there is no immovable property involved with Fred’s
estate. That’s right, no petition needs to be filed with
the court and no judge’s signature need be acquired.
Just take the affidavit, in proper form, to your local
bank or send it to Fred’s account representative and

11

the specified monies can be released to the heirs. If
Fred owned real estate when he died, filing of an
original affidavit with death certificate attached is
sufficient to place the appropriate heirs in possession.
So, for those that have led “the simple life” the
law provides for an easy way to wrap things up. The
procedures permitted under Louisiana’s small succession laws provide an efficient means of getting a
loved one’s limited assets to those left behind.
Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana
State Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney for over 35 years. His office is located at 4200
S. I-10 Service Road, Suite 110, in Metairie. Estate
planning, wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and corporate, franchise and real estate law
are his primary areas of practice. Watts is also the
owner and manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be
reached at 836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.

Business
Ochsner-Kenner executives to speak at KPBA monthly meeting
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner’s chief executive officer, Paolo Zambito, along with the hospital’s
vice president of medical affairs, Dr. Dawn Puente,
will be the guest speakers at the Kenner Professional
Business Association’s monthly luncheon meeting on
Tuesday, October 16, 2012. Blood pressure screenings
will be offered.
Zambito serves on the boards of the Louisiana
Emergency Response Network Commission Region 1

and the Louisiana Extended Care Hospital of Kenner.
He is a member of the Jefferson Chamber of Commerce and Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Louisiana.
Dr. Puente, board certified in internal medicine
and on staff at Ochsner since 1987, has served as East
Bank Regional Medical Director.
The meeting will be held at Chateau Golf and
Country Club, located at 3600 Chateau Boulevard in

Kenner. Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. and lunch
starts at noon. Reservations are required to attend
and can be emailed to reservations@kpba.biz. The
KPBA club is a community-based networking organization for men and women. For more information
about attending the KPBA meetings or joining the
club visit www.kpba.biz.

HOME OF THE SAME-DAY APPOINTMENT:

Paolo Zambito,
Ochsner Medical
Center chief
executive officer

Dr. Dawn Puente
Ochsner Medical
Center vice president
of medical affairs

“Weʼll See You...TODAY!”

Family Dentistry at Family-Friendly Fees

Steven Cummings, D.D.S.
Joseph R. Lacoste, Jr., D.D.S.

●

Gregory Greenwood, D.M.D.
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  Denture	
  Lab:	
  Repairs	
  &	
  Relines	
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 Interest-‐Free	
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●

Nicole Staman, D.M.D., Pediatric Dentist

●

Jeffrey Snitzer, D.M.D., Periodontist

Metairie

Lakeside Shopping Center, 2nd Floor

(504) 88-SMILE

Jared Nass, D.D.S.

●

Ryan Matherne, D.D.S., Endodontist

“Preferred Dental Office
of the
New Orleans Saints”
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Health

Shoulder labrum injuries: A common cause of shoulder pain and dysfunction
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
Shoulder labrum
injuries or tears are
common causes of
shoulder pain and
instability. The shoulder labrum consists
of a fibrocartilage ring around the glenoid or socket
of the shoulder. The labrum serves an important
role in shoulder stability as it deepens the glenoid as
well as provides an attachment site for the glenohumeral ligaments.
Labrum tears are common in athletes involved in
collision and overhead sports, heavy laborers and vic-

tims of trauma or injury. An injury to the shoulder can
result in a tear of the anterior labrum (front), posterior
labrum (back), superior labrum (top) or a combination
of the three. A severe injury to the shoulder can result
in a shoulder dislocation when the humeral head (ball)
comes out of the glenoid fossa (socket). Shoulder dislocations typically are associated with labrum tears.
Patients with shoulder labrum tears often present with pain, apprehension, difficulty using the arm,
a grinding sensation, subluxation (partial dislocation)
or complete dislocation. Diagnosis of shoulder labrum
tears can be made by a focused history, physical examination and imaging studies such as an MRI scan.

Treatment of patients with shoulder labrum
tears is initially conservative. A period of rest, avoidance of exacerbating activities and physical therapy for
strengthening of the rotator cuff and scapular muscles
can help some patients with labrum injuries. In other
patients with symptoms that persist despite a trial of
conservative treatment, surgery is necessary to repair
the labrum tear. Most shoulder labrum tears can be
treated successfully with arthroscopic surgery which
uses a small camera through tiny skin incisions or portals. Arthroscopic surgical techniques allow surgeons
to perform labrum repairs with less scarring, shorter
recovery time and better range of motion usually on

an outpatient basis. An evaluation by your orthopedic
surgeon is necessary to properly diagnose and treat a
shoulder labrum tear.
Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified
orthopedic surgeon with over 10 years experience.
The Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine is a multispecialty center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal
care with focused expertise in shoulder and knee
injuries. Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie.
For additional information call 467-5900 or visit www.
nolasportsmedicine.com.

Community
12th annual “Fight for Air Walk” set for October
The American Lung Association is presenting
the 12th annual Fight for Air Walk in New Orleans at
Audubon Park on October 20, 2012, at 9:30 a.m. Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni will be this year’s honorary
chairman. The American Lung Association announced
this year’s presenting sponsor will be United Healthcare.
“We are very excited to see the momentum
this event has gained since our inaugural walk,”
said Joe Ochipinti, chairman of the New Orleans Leadership Council for the American Lung Association. “We

guarantee each participant will have a greater respect
for healthy lungs when they finish the walk.”
Through team sponsorships and donations, Fight
for Air Walk participants will support the American
Lung Association’s Fight for Air. Proceeds from Fight
for Air Walk will help further the mission to save lives
by improving lung health and preventing lung disease.
Lung disease is the third leading cause of death
in the United States. One in seven Americans will die
from lung disease. Lung cancer is the single deadliest

Makeup event Oct.13
9 am - 3 pm

Passion Flower
Fall collection

1012_Georgys.indd 1
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Get prepared for
hurricane season
This location has never flooded and
has the highest wind rating of any
storage in the area (135 mph)
limited number of units available

2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd. • Kenner • 468-3474
0812_Big Easy Storage.indd 1

1012_Kenner Star.indd 12

cancer – killing more women than breast and ovarian
cancer combined. Each year, 392,000 people die from
tobacco-caused diseases, making it the leading cause of
preventable death in the United States.
Asthma is the number one chronic reason that
children miss school – resulting in 14 million missed
school days each year.
“Nearly everyone knows someone who has been

affected by some form of lung disease,” Ochipinti said.
“Whether you’ve been touched by asthma, emphysema,
lung cancer or tobacco addiction, the Fight for Air Walk
is a fun way to help bring us one step closer to achieving
our mission.”
For more information about the Fight for Air Walk,
visit www.FightForAirWalk.org or call the American
Lung Association at 828-5864.

Cabbage ball tournament in Kenner to
benefit St. John Parish deputies
The city of Kenner and the Kenner Fire Department are partnering up to host a benefit cabbage ball
tournament to benefit the two St. John Parish deputies
who were killed on August 16, 2012 and the two deputies who were injured in a pair of shootouts. Brandon
Nielsen and Jeremy Triche lost their lives in the shooting. Michael Scott Boyington and Jason Triche were
severely injured.
All profits raised at this event will benefit the
four families. The tournament will be held on October

14, 2012 at Muss Bertolino Playground. This is a family
friendly co-ed tournament and will offer food, drinks,
parade of prizes and entertainment.
Donators to the benefit include Treasure Chest
Casino, Copeland’s of New Orleans and P. F. Chang’s
Restaurant along with other local businesses.
Anyone interested in sponsoring a team should
contact Cliff McGovern at 329-2376. Anyone interested
in donating food, product or time should contact Kerri
McGovern Diaz at 468-7268.

Online tutoring databases available at the
parish library
tion or a high school sophomore needs help writing a
research paper, the student is connected to a tutor who
Two education databases continue to be available
through its online database collection to help students
as they go back to school. HomeworkLouisiana and
Brainfuse connect Louisiana K-12 students, as well as
college students and adults, to a live tutor online for
one-on-one help with homework and other classwork.
Besides online tutoring, both programs offer studying
and test preparation in all core academic subjects including math, science, social studies and English.
HomeworkLouisiana is powered by Tutor.com,
one of the leading online tutoring and homework help
services. Brainfuse, along with its tutoring help for students, also offers an adult learning center, which helps
adults prepare for the G.E.D., as well as citizenship tests.
High school students will find the Brainfuse online S.A.T.
preparation section valuable.
“The great thing about HomeworkLouisiana is that
it is personalized for each student who uses it,” says Jefferson Parish Youth Services Coordinator Erin Korosi.
“Whether a second grader is having trouble with addi-

specializes in their grade level and subject.
Korosi is equally impressed with Brainfuse and all
the learning features it offers. “Students often need to
collaborate on group projects or want to study together
and Brainfuse makes that easy with the “Meet” feature
which provides a space for groups to hold online meetings inside of a Brainfuse classroom.”
The professional tutoring portion of HomeworkLouisiana is available Sunday through Thursday from
2:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. Tutoring provided by Brainfuse is available seven days a week from 2:00 p.m. until
11:00 p.m. Both services offer Spanish speaking tutors.
Access to the database is free for people with
Jefferson Parish Library cards. These programs
can be accessed through any of the 15 area Jefferson
Parish libraries or from a student’s home computer by
logging into the library’s website. Library cards are can
be acquired at any library location or online at www.
jplibrary.net.

7/27/12 9:11 PM
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Insurance
Is it time to rewire your home?
By Marie Clesi
The
numbers
from the U.S. Fire Administration are staggering.
•A
 home-structure fire is reported every 87 seconds.
•H
 ome electrical problems cause almost 29,000 fires
every year.
• $ 1.1 billion in property damage is caused by homeelectrical fires annually.
And over half of these home-electrical fires – 53
percent – are related to problems with electrical wiring.
Take steps to prevent your home from becoming
a statistic. The electrical system in your home may
need to be repaired or updated. A complete rewire
with a new electrical panel can be a big expense, but
that pales in comparison to the importance of keeping
your home and family safe.
An electrical system will often give out signals
when there are potential problems. If you notice any
of the following warning signs, have an electrician inspect your electrical system:
• F requent blown fuses or tripped breakers
•A
 n over-amped or over-fused electrical panel
•D
 imming or flickering lights, indicating the circuit
is overloaded or has a loose connection
•H
 ot or discolored switch plates, cords or plugs
• L ight bulbs that frequently burn out in a socket, signaling a fixture that can’t handle the bulb wattage
•B
 uzzing or sizzling sounds
•A
 burning smell
•A
 rcs or sparks from an outlet when you plug or unplug a cord

• Loose outlets
• Cracked, cut or broken insulation
• Electrical shock when you plug in or touch a cord.
The Guide to Home Wiring Hazards from the
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission highlights
more warning signs of faulty wiring.
Even if you don’t notice any warning signs of
faulty wiring, it’s a good idea to have your home’s electrical system inspected periodically. Electrical codes
vary depending on where you live, but the common
situations listed below warrant an inspection from a
qualified professional.
• I f your home is older than 40 years.
• I f you’re relying on extension cords for power.
• I f you’ve made major home improvements or added
major new appliances that could strain your existing system.
• I f your home has ungrounded, two-prong outlets.
• I f your home has aluminum instead of copper wiring.
Protect against an electrical fire by keeping an
eye out for signs of hazardous wiring and having your
electrical system inspected by an expert.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and
a select State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property
Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home,
renter’s, life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans
Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted
at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit
Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.

Automotive
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Get your car ready for winter
By Scott Zimmerman
It’s not winter yet,
but it might be good to
use the fair-weather
days we have left to get
our cars ready before it
does get cold.
The “four Bs” for fall auto care are blades, batteries, brakes and belts/hoses. Special attention should
also be paid to tires, shocks and struts, oil, fluid levels,
air filters, head and tail lamps.
Regular maintenance is the best preventative for
winter breakdowns so pay attention to the items listed
below to keep your car on the go in the cold.
Blades – If you’ve ever tried to scrape frost from
your windshield by dousing it with washer fluid and
running the wipers excessively, you know worn wipers
can’t clear your view. Replace wiper blades before the
weather becomes nasty.
Battery – The extreme heat of summer months
can reduce battery life, resulting in batteries that can
fail in high-demand winter months. Check for corrosion on cables and posts and seek help from a professional if these contact points require cleaning.
Brakes – Before winter has you sliding your way
through intersections, have your brakes checked and
replace the pads as needed.
Belts and hoses – Look for thinning or cracking
in belts and check all hoses for imperfections as these
will leave you stranded if they snap or leak.

Tires – Changing temperatures can alter tire
pressure. Make sure all tires are filled to their recommended tire pressure. Also check for tread wear. Tires
play a huge role in how well your car handles in sloppy
winter driving conditions.
Shocks and struts – Shocks and struts may be
the most overlooked parts on a car. They improve vehicle handling, extend tire life and improve ride control
and comfort for the driver.
Oil and other fluids – Top off all fluids that are
low. Windshield washer fluid is used frequently in winter driving, so keep a gallon in your trunk to ensure you
will always have a clear view of the road. Check oil and
change when the time is right.
Air filters – A dirty air filter is not generally going to cause your car to break down, but while you’re
checking everything else have it inspected, too.
Headlamps and tail lamps – Check your lights
to make sure they are all working.
Take care of the items listed above to prevent
cold weather break downs.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned
and operated full-service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard
in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is
www.scottystireauto.com.

GIF T CA RD

eliminates stress
for the giver and receiver.
Gift cards for any occasion. Good for massages,
facials, retail products and stress-free celebrations.

$

39
49

$

Introductory 1-hour
massage session*
Introductory 1-hour Murad®
Healthy Skin facial session*

KENNER
819 W Esplanade Ave, Suite B,
corner of Chateau Blvd.
(504) 496-9000

*One-hour session consists of a 50-minute massage or facial and time for consultation
and dressing. Prices subject to change. Rates and services may vary by location.
Additional local taxes and fees may apply. ©2012 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC.
E2843
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Banking

Risk-free high yield, guaranteed!
By Guy Williams
It’s true and you
get to increase your
net worth at the same
time.
In today’s low interest rate world who wouldn’t

like a high yield with low risk. Well, there is one. Invest
in repaying your debt.
Look at your debts and see which one has the
highest interest rate. Some credit cards have interest
rates as high as 21 to 35 percent. If you have one of

Second Annual

Kenner Wine and Food

Event

Thursday, October 11, 2012 • 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.

Limited tickets availableAvailable online
at www.chateaugcc.com or at main office

100 different wines
Cuisines from 20 top restaurants
Copeland’s, Chateau Café, Laketown Harbor, Messina’s, Austin’s,
Mr. Ed’s, Casa Garcia, Ruth’s Chris, Mr. John’s Steakhouse, Zea
ALL PROCEEDS TO STEVE GLEASON FOUNDATION

these, stop using it and begin to pay it back as soon
as possible. One of the great things about debt repayment is that you can reduce debt by any amount above
the minimum payment, even one dollar.
Imagine that you have a credit card with a
$1,000 balance and a 21 percent interest rate. You will
pay $210 per year and not reduce the principal at all.
But if you can pay it off, you get to keep the $210, a 21
percent return on investment, risk-free. That sort of
guarantee is unheard of today.
The benefit of using your cash to repay debt is
that your net worth will increase. Your net worth is total assets minus your total debts. The difference is net
worth. For some folks this can be a negative number.
Whether negative or positive, once you reduce debt,
your net worth will increase.
Imagine that you receive a $1,500 tax refund. If
you spend it your net worth remains the same. If you
increase savings or repay debt, your net worth will go
up by $1,500. It doesn’t matter whether you increase
assets or repay debt as both have same effect on net
worth.
Imagine that you have been able to repay your
high cost debt and now you can repay mortgage debt
or other secured debt. Should you repay the debt or
build savings?
It is good practice to maintain savings that will
provide at least six months of normal living expenses
in the event that you lose your job. If you don’t have

this reserve established, this is a good time to start.
If you have a cash reserve, the question is a little
more complex. Over the long haul stocks usually yield
about nine percent. The problem is that there can be
long, flat, low yield periods and other times of rapid
gain. One strategy is to split your savings into two or
three piles. The simple plan is to invest half and repay
debt with the other half.
If you feel like trying to time your investments,
put one-third into stock investments, when the price
earnings multiple for the S&P 500 index is higher
than 15 and use the other two-thirds to repay debt. If
the multiple is between 10 and 15 put two-thirds into
stock and one-third into debt repayment. If the price
exchange multiple goes below 10, put all of your excess cash into stock investments, and if the multiple
goes above 20 use all of your excess cash to repay debt.
Finally, remember that your long-term plan
should be to be completely out of debt when you retire.
If you need help making these sorts of calculations,
stop by to see your local community banker. They are
here to help.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company.
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager,
can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast
Bank and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Health

Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner receives
special proclamation from Mayor Yenni
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On September 6, 2012, Kenner Mayor Michael
S. Yenni presented Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner with a special proclamation for their recent
recognition as one of the Best Hospitals by U.S.
News & World Report 2012-13.
Ochsner took the top two rankings out of 41
hospitals for “Best Hospital in the New Orleans
metro area” with Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
taking the number two spot in the city. Ochsner’s

main campus on Jefferson Highway was named
number one.
Recognized among the best hospitals in
Southeastern Louisiana, Ochsner-Kenner was
named number four out of 237 hospitals in the
state and was recognized as “high performing” in
gastroenterology. “High performing” means it met
a standard of performance nearly as demanding as
that of the national rankings.

3645 Williams Boulevard Suite 103
103
Kenner, Louisiana
Louisiana 70065
70065
Kenner,
504-443-5882
504-443-5882
info@noladentalstudio.com
Hours
Hours of
of Operation
Operation
Monday
through
Monday through Saturday
Saturday
9AM-5PM
5PM
9AM-

We’re accepting new patients!
Call for your appointment today!
Rebecca Blum, D.D.S.
Jessica Tingstrom, D.D.S.
Manmeet Bala, D.D.S.
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Surrounded by Kenner City Council members, Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni, at bottom second from left,
congratulates Paolo Zambito, Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner Chief Executive Officer, for being recognized as
the number two “Best Hospital” in the New Orleans area. Representatives from Ochsner include Mark Eckert
(vice president of finance), Sylvia Hartmann (vice president of nursing), Kelley Schello (director of human resources),
Paul Bergeron (governing board chairman) and board member Eddie Corcoran.
7/27/12 8:42 PM

10/1/12 5:07 PM
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Airport capital improvement projects near completion
By Iftikhar Ahmad - Director of Aviation, Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport is
entering into the final
phase of the $356 million modernization of the airport, as we get closer to
our construction deadline of Super Bowl 2013. Most of

Concourse B, Southwest Airlines has begun their $3 million gate enhancements and at the end of the concourse
new carpet has been laid in the U.S. Airways gate area.
Best of all, our new concessions are starting to appear.
Last month, the new Saints Store, located across from
Hudson News near the Concourse B entrance, opened
for business as well as Perlis Cajun Clothing and Jazz
Essence on Concourse D. Hudson News completed their
new store on Concourse D as well. Many of the new airport restaurants have completed the design stage and
their construction is underway.
In other airport news that unfortunately was
overshadowed by Hurricane Isaac, Southwest Airlines
has announced additional service that will increase
their presence in New Orleans with a total of 114 daily
flights by March 2013. They currently operate 76 daily
flights from Armstrong International. Air Tran Airways,
a wholly owned subsidiary of Southwest, operates eight
daily flights. The 35 percent increase in service over
their average share is a huge win for our area. The
additional flights will bring approximately 1.5 million
additional seats into the New
Orleans market annually. This
new service will include Newark and a new destination –
Key West. Also, Air Tran will
begin service to Orlando. With
the increase in flights by Southwest Airlines together with
Spirit Airlines’ announcement
to start operations at MSY, we
hope to get much closer to our
goal of 10 million passengers
next year.
Perlis Cajun Clothing Store on Concourse D
And speaking of Isaac,

the 14 projects that made up the capital improvement
project list have now been completed and we are wrapping up the construction phase on outstanding projects.
The Terminal IV and IV-A phases, which are the final
steps in the new look, are well underway and are giving
a hint to our passengers what their airport will soon look
like. In the west lobby, attractive new carpet and airline
signage is in place and the security
checkpoint expansion is underway. In
the Jazz Alley, the hallway connecting
the west lobby to the parabola, flooring
is being replaced and the construction
on an expanded Westwin News and
Gifts has begun. In the parabola, the
new location for Whitney Bank above
the Concourse C security checkpoint
is now visible as its construction progresses. In the east lobby on level 2, all
of the new modern ticket counters are
now in place with final finishes pendSaints Store in the airport’s east terminal
ing for the interior lobby structures. On

Hudson News on Concourse D

12-39-142OneStep_KennerStar.indd 1
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I am pleased to say that damage to the airport from
the storm was not severe and air service was restored
shortly after restoration of commercial power. Our
emergency backup generators worked as planned and
barring the delay in the restoration of power to the terminal, the impact to the airport was sustainable. During the storm, airport status updates were provided on
our award winning website and social networks. Please
note that these are always reliable sources for the latest airport information, when enduring an emergency
that affects Armstrong International. If you are not a
Facebook “friend” of the airport, please “like us” today.
By the end of the year, we will be wrapping up
completion of the modernization of Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport and looking ahead
towards the beginning steps of analyzing the feasibility of our long term infrastructure development. I am
pleased that through the efforts of the New Orleans
Aviation Board to provide an updated look with new
amenities, we have revived a historic institution that
our community can be proud to call “their airport”.
Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport may be reached at
director@flymsy.com. Check your local listings for
the air time of the Armstrong International Airport 30 minute television program, “Airport Alive,”
or view it on the airport website, www.flymsy.com,
by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link on the “News
and Stats” page. You can now follow the airport
on Facebook.com/Armstrongintl and Twitter @NO
Airport. To find out how to be a volunteer at the
airport, click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s
website homepage.

8/21/12 9:37 AM

10/1/12 5:07 PM
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Isaac and me, or “Fat on a Hot Tile Roof”
By Ed Clancy
Two
things
fan was bobbing up and down making that
were happening in
bang thump noise. I could see that there
my life at the same
was a bolt or screw missing from the cover
time:
Hurricane
and came up with the ingenious idea of fashIsaac was drawing
ioning some kind of restraint to hold the cover
a bead on New Orleans, and my house was
down at least through the storm. I must have
undergoing a major renovation while I was
at least a dozen bungee cords, but at that moliving in it.
ment, with Isaac coming and the winds pickMy house was being overhauled com- ing up, I had absolutely no idea where they
pletely – new tile floors, new wood floors in
might be. So, I went back down the ladder, to
the bedrooms, ugly wood panel walls in the
see if I could find a wire coat hanger. I felt
living room torn down and replaced with reg- the ghost of Joan Crawford flitting about the
ular walls, new paint jobs for every room, new
house, screaming, “No Wire Hangers!” I had
crown molding, a new bathroom and four ceil- seen “Mommy Dearest” twice so her message
ing fans added. In other words – the works. must have gotten through to me. I didn’t have
But the house was a mess. All of my posses- a wire hanger in the house.
sions had to be continually shifted from one
Wait a minute. I did have a wire hanger.
room to another.
Years ago, my former Kenner next door neighIn the midst of all this, on Tuesday the
bor, Harold Bridge, had hand-made me a pres28th of August last month, Isaac approached
ent of a coat hanger shaped to resemble my
the Louisiana coast, and in late afternoon
profile in caricature, eyeglasses and all. It
winds increased to between 35 and 40 miles
was designed to hold incense sticks. I loved
an hour. At about 3 o’clock I heard a thump- it and treasured it for all these years. But
ing noise in the attic, sort of a bang thump, this was “War.” Or, more accurately, this was
bang thump. Over and over – bang thump, “Hurricane.” I had no time for sentimentality.
bang thump. I had heard that noise before
I took my pliers and bent that coat hanger
during a high wind and decided I didn’t
masterpiece into one straight line. I wrapped
want to hear it through an entire hurricane. it in electrical tape to protect against electroI climbed the rickety ladder to the attic. As
cution from the fan wiring. The whole process
I finally made it to the top rung, I realized
took me at least forty minutes. I climbed back
that the sound was coming from the exhaust
up the ladder and stuck the curved end into
fan in the roof. As I got closer to the fan, I
the missing bolt hole in the fan cover and
could see the sky. The circular cover of the
tried to pull it down to secure the hanger
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onto a nail in one of the beams. The hook
kept coming out of the hole. Plus, even if it
had held, the exhaust fan would have scraped
against it. I had failed. I had to go up on the
roof. Coming down from the attic I banged
my head and felt some blood on the back of
my scalp. I learned – too late – that when
they put a roof on your house, the nails stick
through into the attic.
When one of our renovators had left to
evacuate to Dallas, he told me I was welcome
to use his ladder if I needed it. He was joking, but at that moment I remembered what
he said, so I grabbed the ladder (which was
made of aluminum and light as a feather)
and headed out the back door. I set up the
ladder, with nothing to anchor it, and started
up to the roof. All I had with me was a hammer and six skinny nails, with small heads,
not the headless kind. The only thing headless was me, as the feather light ladder suddenly shifted under me as I made a wrong
step. Luckily it didn’t topple over. I grabbed
the gutter for dear life and the ladder righted
itself. I climbed onto the roof, forgetting I was
wearing shorts. Crawling to the top I stopped
quickly as I noticed blood running down my
right leg. I had skinned my knee and shin
badly on the rough shingles made out of sandpaper, tar and glass. I immediately assumed
the position of a Saints lineman and made it
to the top with my butt in the air. As I reached
the top I collapsed. After all, here is an over-

weight senior citizen trying to make like Tarzan on the top of a roof. But I did notice how
nice the breeze felt up there.
After a brief rest, I pulled out my hammer and drove a nail into the empty hole in
the fan cover. The nail almost disappeared.
I tried bending the nail to secure it, but it
laughed at me. I then jammed in a second
nail, and then a third. Finally, the cover lay
flat against the roof and the bracket holding
the fan. It was tight. It was secure. I slid down
the roof to the ladder, which by some miracle
had not been blown down by the wind, and
made it to patio firma.
I attended to my wounds and spent the
rest of Isaac in air conditioned comfort with
a full fridge and lots of ice. By some miracle,
my block in Kenner never lost power as Isaac
stalled for two and a half days. And when it
was all over, my heroic act was justified. The
fan cover did not blow off in the storm and the
attic did not fill with water. And no Katrina
guilt.
Who needs wire hangers?
Ed Clancy can be reached via email
at edclancy2@aol.com or at his blogsite,
ed-clancy.blogspot.com.
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Sports
The blame game
By Ken Trahan
When things go
wrong, horribly wrong,
the immediate impulse is to begin to assess blame. Some do so more
than others. Many are perhaps premature in pointing
fingers. It is not premature to do so regarding the 2012
New Orleans Saints.
At 0-4, the numbers are clear. Numbers do not
always tell a story but they are completely revealing
in uncovering the many woes of the 2012 New Orleans
Saints. Consider the evidence.
130 points allowed, an average of 33 per game.
1,853 yards allowed, an average of 463 per game.
Through the first three games, the only teams since
1951 to allow more are the 1978 Baltimore Colts, who
yielded 1,452 yards and the 2006 Houston Texans, who
gave up 1,451 yards. For the record, the ‘78 Colts finished 5-11 while the Texans ended the ‘06 season at
6-10.
The mediocre Chiefs rallied from a 24-6 thirdquarter deficit on the road to beat the Saints. Remember how New Orleans was 9-0 in the Mercedes-Benz
Superdome in the 2011 season? That is a distant
memory.
Kansas City outgained New Orleans 144 to minus
16 in the fourth quarter and in overtime. The pedestrian Chiefs’ offense gained 510 yards to just 288 for
the Saints, marking the first time that the Saints have
allowed 500+ yards since a 38-31 loss to Minnesota in
2004 in which they allowed 605 yards. Before that, the
last 500+ game against New Orleans came in 1998.
At Green Bay, the Saints blew a 27-21 fourth
quarter lead in falling to the 2-2 Packers. In these
situations, good teams make the necessary plays to
win games. The Saints, presented with numerous
opportunities, including beneficial calls, were unable to seal the deal. Darren Sproles’ fumble was
incorrectly ruled by the officiating crew before Sproles dropped a third down pass from Brees which
would have given the Saints a first down on their
way to a potential game-clinching touchdown. Then
Garrett Hartley nailed a 43 yard field goal to get the
Saints a 30-28 lead only to have it negated by a holding penalty against David Thomas. Then Hartley
pulled a 48 yard field goal attempt wide left.
The Saints have allowed 747 rushing yards in
their first four games. For the first three games the
Saints have allowed 645 yards, the most by any NFL
team since the 1983 New York Jets allowed 658 over
their first three games. Incidentally, those Jets finished 7-9.
Jamaal Charles from the Chiefs, coming
back from serious knee surgery in 2011, torched
the Saints for 33 carries and 233 yards with a 91yard touchdown, the longest in franchise history.
Charles became just the second player in NFL history to rush for 225 yards or more and to post 50 or
more yards in receptions in the same game, joining
the great Jim Brown, who turned the trick in 1961
against the Philadelphia Eagles.
The Saints and Cleveland Browns are the only
teams to open the season 0-4. Have you seen enough?
I still have nightmares many years later about
significant tests. From the high school placement test
to the ACT exam to simply cramming for the final in a
particularly difficult subject, those sleepless nights become dreams which still cause me to wake up in a cold
sweat. No doubt that this is the feeling of New Orleans
Saints coaches in thinking about what has occurred
thus far in 2012.
Those tests included many multiple-choice questions. In that mode, I offer you a multiple choice ques
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tion in assessing blame properly for the dramatic fall
from grace of the New Orleans Saints.
Who is to blame for the Saints collapse?
a) Coaches
b) Players
c) Front office
d) Roger Goodell
e) All of the above
I always loved that “all of the above” option.
When all else fails mentally, when uncertain, always
choose the totally encompassing answer. It is the correct answer for the question posed here.
The Saints were sure to suffer without the
brilliant play-calling, the brilliant game-day courage, the brilliant preparation and the in-your-face
arrogance and confidence exuded by Sean Payton.
That has certainly been the case, though we were
likely all guilty of underestimating the significance
of his being absent. It is a huge void. He will more
than make up for the money he lost in salary this
past season. His value is going through the season
as one of the NFL’s elite coaches.
When you look at the 2011 season, there are significant leaders who were loud and emotional who are
no longer here, at least in the present. They include
Payton, Gregg Williams, Joe Vitt and Curtis Johnson.
There is clearly a fire missing from the approach and
on the sideline on game day.
That does not mean that Aaron Kromer is a bad
coach. Clearly, he is a good coach who was put into a
bad situation. Sometimes, the outstanding assistant
does not translate into an outstanding head coach
(see Wade Phillips).
Of course, this is not a traditional situation.
Kromer will only be the coach for six weeks or
so. Vitt will take over then. Players understand leadership. They understand the temporary nature of what
currently exists. They understand that these are assistant coaches who will return to being existing coaches.
There is a leadership void. When Payton returns, the
dominoes will fall back into place, with everyone in
their appropriate roles, doing the fine job which they
have done for years in New Orleans.
The players are culpable in the failures as well.
Wide receivers need to create separation and catch
the football more consistently. In the Packers game
the Saints receivers dropped seven catchable balls.
It was nice to see a tight end not named Jimmy
Graham finally catch a pass in the fourth game of
the season. The tackles must do a better job at protecting Drew Brees or he will not last the season.
Brees must continue to do a better job of avoiding
turnovers as he did against Green Bay. The entire
defense, well, you have seen the numbers detailed
here. What else needs to be said?
Steve Spagnuolo is a proven NFL defensive
coordinator. He is a good coach with less than good
players and a scheme that is not working with the
talent on hand. It is akin to trying to fit a square peg
into a round hole. Until he (along with Payton and
Mickey Loomis), can turn over personnel, getting
better players who fit his scheme, this will continue
to be a disaster. Now you know why Williams blitzed
so much! Of course, Spagnuolo may want to keep
Jabari Greer on the field at all times, not on the
sideline for key plays in overtime games (if healthy).
Loomis has done an outstanding job of presiding over the success of the Saints since he brought
Payton into the organization in 2006. His middle to
late round draft picks and free agent signings have
often struck gold.
In 2012, that does not appear to be the case.
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Akiem Hicks looks to be a potential impact player.
Corey White is playing but that is by default, rather
than design. He may have a promising future but he is
being pressed into a starting role too soon due to injuries and a lack of quality depth. Nick Toon is not playing.
As for free agency, Brodrick Bunkley has not
been imposing. David Hawthorne is hurt. Chris Chamberlain is out for the year. Ben Grubbs is solid but he is
no Carl Nicks, at least to this point.
The Saints lost in free agency. They have not
replaced Tracy Porter, Robert Meachem or Nicks
with players who can match their productivity. Curtis
Lofton is a solid replacement for Jonathan Vilma. Of
course, you cannot blame Loomis for having to give up
Nicks, Meachem and Porter. Given the salary cap rules,
the Saints had to make significant cuts to sign Brees
to his five-year deal which adds up to $100 million. You
cannot keep everyone. Grubbs was a good signing.
Then, there are the first-round investments, including Sedrick Ellis, Malcolm Jenkins, Patrick Robinson and Mark Ingram. They are not producing like
first-round picks although Robinson had a key interception against the Packers. Cameron Jordan appears
to be fine and on-track though time will tell. Meachem
and Reggie Bush, the other first-round selections since
2006, are toiling for San Diego and Miami, respectively.
Look for Hicks to play much more extensively
in the coming weeks, along with Tom Johnson. That
will be at the expense of Ellis and Bunkley. Will we
see more of Johnny Patrick at cornerback? Will we
see Chris Ivory active, rather than Ingram in the
near future? Will we see Pierre Thomas, clearly the
best all-purpose running back, get more touches in
lieu of Ingram?
Then, there is Goodell. The excessive punishment rendered the 2012 New Orleans Saints helpless
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to overcome the excessive nature of an overreaction.
Punishment was deserved but nowhere near what was
assessed. The battle is still raging. Goodell is an obvious target and scapegoat but he certainly earns the
distinction.
The Saints opened the 2007 season 0-4 under
Sean Payton and finished 7-9. Frankly, that team looks
better than this year’s edition.
The Saints are only the eighth team in the Super Bowl era (1967-present) to open a season 0-3 after
winning 13 or more games the previous season. In fact,
the 1992 San Diego Chargers are the only team to have
reached the playoffs after starting 0-4.
The odds of overcoming the poor start, posting a
winning record and making the playoffs are huge. With
the depth of the NFC, it will likely require at least 10
wins to make the playoffs. The Saints would have to go
10-2 the rest of the way against a schedule that gets
much tougher.
Truth be told, the Redskins, Panthers and Chiefs
are not good teams. The Packers may be, though they
have not played like it thus far this season. It would be
surprising to see the Redskins, Panthers or Chiefs in
the playoffs though the Packers have a chance.
There is lots of blame all around. There is no
one entity deserving of bearing the entire brunt of
attacks. Take your multiple choice. There is plenty
of blame to go around as the sleepless nights and
nightmares continue.
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO 990
AM/WGSO.com and is president and general manager of
www. SportsNola.com. Trahan is the also the general manager and chairman of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame
Museum in the Louisiana Superdome, and runs the Life
Resources Sports Ministry.

YOU COULD WIN CASH
INSTANTLY!
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
NOW – DECEMBER 1
12PM - 2AM

3 WINNERS PER DAY!

NEW MEMBERS CAN WIN UP TO

$250 INSTANTLY!

SIGN UP FOR A TWIN SPIRES CARD TODAY AND YOU
COULD SCRATCH & WIN!

CHALMETTE · ELMWOOD · GRETNA · HOUMA · KENNER
LAPLACE · LULING/BOUTTE · METAIRIE · THIBODAUX
$55,000 Gridiron Cash Giveaway not valid at Boutte and Thibodaux locations. Must be a new card member. Offer voided if not scratched off in the presence of
OTB Casino representative. Must be at least 21 years of age. Management reserves all rights to alter or cancel this promotion at any time. Must show proof of a valid government
issued photo I.D. See official rules for details.

10/1/12 5:07 PM

18

october 2012  KENNER STR

Home

Home safety check saves lives
By Dan Dormady
One of the most famous fires in
American history, the Great Chicago
Fire, began on October 8, 1871. According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), October is
considered the start of “fire season.” It is also the perfect time
for everyone to perform a home fire safety check. As heating systems are activated and fireplaces are used, the risk of having a
fire increases.
Each year there are over 375,000 reported home fires in
the U.S. resulting in death, injury and property damage. Leaving something unattended that is cooking on the stove, failing to
clean heating equipment and placing combustibles too close to
heating sources are the most common causes of house fires.
The key to preventing home fires and injuries comes down to
planning, prevention and practice. Here is where to begin.
First, draw a floor plan of your home. Meet with everyone
who lives in your home and talk about how you might get out if
the fire was in different places. “Move” the fire around and plan
alternate escape routes on the paper. Go to each room, close your
eyes and find the exit, then find a second one in case the first
is not available. Imagine what you would feel along the escape
routes if you could not see, to determine if you were going the

right direction to escape.
Smoke is deadly and it makes it difficult to breathe and to
see. Remind everyone in the family that in case of fire, do not stay
in the house, get out of the house and call 911 from a neighbor’s
home or cell phone. Be sure that younger children know what to
do in an emergency by giving them an assigned meeting place.
Remember to stay low when escaping a fire. Standing up can
be deadly as heat and toxic gasses fill a burning room from the top
down. It’s also a good habit to sleep with bedroom doors closed.
This slows or prevents the spread of a fire as well as toxic gasses
and smoke. The NFPA reports that roughly 70 percent of home
fire deaths result from fires in homes without smoke alarms or
working smoke alarms. Since one-quarter of all fires start during
typical sleeping hours of 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. and more than
one-half of all fire related deaths occur during this period, a working smoking detector might be the only thing that averts tragedy.
Smoke detectors do wear out and after five years need to be
replaced. Newer models also have updated features that you may
want to consider, such as photoelectric sensors that are more sensitive to slow, smoldering fires. A dual sensor detector is also available that can “see” the fire with a photoelectric sensor, which provides the greatest protection. Another convenient feature for a
smoke detector in the kitchen area is a reset or “silencer” button.
This allows you to temporarily shut down the detector for several minutes during a nuisance alarm, like burned toast. This
model then goes back to full alert.
Hardwired smoke detectors, those wired directly to the
home’s electrical system, can also wear out and need to be
regularly checked. Check that the red status light is flashing
at regular intervals and use the “test” button to make sure the
unit is still working.
Every home should have fire extinguishers. Keep them

in areas such as the garage and kitchen. Make sure the fire extinguishers you purchase are capable of putting out all types of
fires. Make sure you know how to use your extinguishers before
the need arises, so read the directions when you purchase it. If
there is a larger fire, never try to put it out. Evacuate the structure
immediately and call the fire department.
Be safe when it comes to the use of fireplaces, furnaces, heaters and other electrical devices. Always use a fireplace screen to
prevent sparks from flying onto the carpet or furniture. When using a gas fireplace always light your flame source before turning
on the gas. If you use a space heater, make sure that you never
leave it unattended and keep all objects at least three feet away
from it. Candles left unattended can cause house fires, especially
during the holiday season. Put a cover on a small grease fire to
smother the flames, turn off the burner and let it cool. Never overload a wall socket or extension cord with too many devices.
Lastly, never leave your home when your clothes dryer or
dishwasher is running. These devices have heating elements
that can fail and start a fire in an instant. Preparing, planning
and practicing for a fire ahead of time can mean the difference
between serious injury or death and surviving one of life’s most
common tragedies.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer
and licensed home inspector and the president of CriteriumDormady Engineers, a locally owned consulting engineering
firm specializing in residential and commercial building
inspection services. Dormady can be reached at 456-6999,
P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is
www.criterium-dormady.com.
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Real Estate

Housing goes “Green”

Children’s Boutique

By Linda R. Martin
Wherever you turn these days,
it seems that someone is talking
about “Green” or “Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design” (LEED) certified buildings
and “Zero Energy Homes.” Each
of these share a commitment to reduced energy consumption and the “re-use, repurposing and recycling of materials,”
“improved indoor air quality” and use of “environmentally
friendly” and “renewable products”. Green or LEED buildings
generally generate 20 to 70 percent in energy savings, while a
Zero Energy Home (ZEH) by definition must generate enough
energy to meet or exceed its own heating, cooling and electrical needs in any given year.
With all the recent attention being given to energy conservation, you might not realize that a handful of individuals
began vigorously exploring ways to significantly reduce energy
consumption in the early 1970s. Since then, energy saving
practices have been refined and expanded and have been incorporated into projects ranging from small homes to large
commercial buildings, schools and fire stations to government
buildings. Recent projects have successfully demonstrated
the economic viability and sustainability of incorporating rigorous energy and conservation standards into new construction without increasing budgets or extending schedules.
Many conservation efforts are most easily incorporated
at the time of initial construction, however some are easily
adapted either as a stand-alone project or as part of routine
equipment replacement.
High-efficiency furnaces and/or heat pumps: Replacing
old furnaces with higher efficiency models or possibly converting from an older type of heating and/or cooling device to one

Fall Available

utilizing newer technology can lead to significant energy savings. Many furnaces built just 15 years ago are quite inefficient when compared to models available today.
Insulation: Adding additional insulation in attics, crawl
spaces and exterior walls are all potential areas for reducing energy costs. Also, by sealing cracks in the attic around
areas where ceiling lights and fans are installed or wires are
strung can also cut energy costs substantially. When all these
small openings are added together, they can have the same
Hours:
effect as having left a window open.
Mon-Sat. - 10:00-6pm
Sizes: Girls NB-10 & Boys NB-8
Closed Sunday
Windows: Installation of wood or vinyl encased triple
819
W.
Esplanade
Ave.
Ste
E
•
Kenner,
La
70065
• 504-305-5945
pane windows significantly reduces heat loss and eliminates
drafts.
Building site orientation: For new construction, orienting a building to utilize the southern exposure along with
window placement allows for the exploitation of both natural
1012_MyBrothersandMe.indd 1
10/1/12
lighting and solar heat.
Light bulbs: The days of the incandescent light bulbs
may be numbered as legislators across the nation discuss
legislation to ban their use in favor of the more efficient LED
and CFL lighting technology as a measure to reduce energy
SMALL JOBS
usage.
Higher efficiency appliances: Installation of high effiRepairs • Drain Cleaning
ciency appliances will significantly reduce energy consumpHot Water Heaters
tion, particularly for appliances that run all the time, are
•
energy consumers or are used with high frequency.

4:10 PM

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be
reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors office located
at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors
is a local independently owned and operated company. Visit
the company website at www.gardnerrealtors.com.
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Latin American News

Services for disabled and elderly available
By Rafael E. Saddy
The Office of Aging and Adult Services (OAAS) administers home and
community based long-term care services
(HCBS) through various waiver and state
plan programs for individuals who are elderly or have disabilities, assisting them to remain in their homes and in the community. The intent of
these HCBS programs is to provide services and supports that are not
otherwise available and that assist an individual to remain in or return
to the community. These programs do not individually or in combination
provide 24-hour-per-day supports. This means that in many cases it may
be necessary and desirable for individuals to use other paid and unpaid
supports at their disposal. For Hispanics with language issues, most offer
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There are many Medicaid services available.
Community Choices Waiver: The Community Choices Waiver
Program provides certain services in the home or community to elderly
or disabled adults who qualify. This program does not individually or in
combination with other OAAS programs provide 24-hour per day supports.
Adult Day Health Care Waiver: Adult Day Health Care, through
health and social services, provides supervised care to adults in a supportive and safe setting during part of a day. This program does not individually or in combination with other OAAS programs provide 24-hour
per day supports.
Long-Term Personal Care Services: The Long-Term Personal
Care Services program provides help with activities of daily living for
people who qualify for assistance under the program guidelines. This
program does not individually or in combination with other OAAS programs provide 24 hour per day supports.
Program for All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE): This
program coordinates and provides all needed preventive, primary, acute
and long-term care services so that older people can continue living in
the community. The emphasis is on enabling senior citizens to remain in
their communities while enhancing their quality of life.
For information about any of these programs or to apply for services, call the Louisiana Options in Long Term Care Hotline at 1-877456-1146 (TDD: 1-877-544-9544). You can call Monday through Friday
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. The call is free.
There are other community services available.
Community and Family Supports Program: The Community and
Family Supports Program provides goods and/or services in a flexible
manner to help eligible people with severe physical and/or cognitive disabilities live independently.
State Personal Assistance Services Program: The State Personal
Assistance Services program provides personal assistance services to
people with significant disabilities to assist them with activities of daily
living.
For more information about these community services programs or
to apply for services, call the ARC of Louisiana at 225-383-1033 or 1-866966-6260.

Community announcements
September 15 – October – 15 “Hispanic Heritage Month” initiated by Congress in 1968 to celebrate the diverse cultures, traditions and
valuable contributions of Hispanic/Latino people in the United States.
For activities information in the metro area call 464-4619.
October 13 – Unified Salvadorians of Louisiana (UNISAL): Dinner
dance show from 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Event proceeds provide scholarships for Salvadorian high Achievers with limited resources. For reservations call 464-1309.
October 14 – Audubon Zoo presents Celebración Latina at the
Audubon Zoo. Music, entertainment, cultural presentations, folkloric
dances, cuisine and community outreach agencies. For information call
212-5253.
October 16 – Latin Council general meeting and discussion on issues affecting the Hispanic communities. For information call 296-3976.
October 19 – Latin American Civic Organization of Louisiana (LACAL) general meeting and event planning for “Christmas Holiday at the
Mall.” For information call 296-3976.
October 20 – Asociación de Guatemala coronation and gala dance
of Miss Guatemala Queen 2012-2013 at the Jefferson Orleans North,
2600 Edenborn Avenue in Metairie from 9:00 p.m. until 2:00 a.m. For
information call 810-8831.
October 25 – Unidad Hispanoamericana general meeting and
event planning for Thanksgiving and holiday season. For information
call 466-1483.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center offers various
programs as well as access to information and referrals for all sorts of
issues. For information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 Hispanic TV programs every Wednesday
at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information and program
schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the K-TV 76 logo.
I leave you with this thought. “Try to seek for the success, never
find an excuse for the failure.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box
640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.
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Government
Morrison named Kenner employee of the month
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Patrice Morrison, a court clerk in the city of Kenner’s Clerk of Court Department, was honored as employee of the month of August 2012 during a recent meeting of city department heads. Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni, left, and clerk of
court office manager June Hoffman, presented her with a certificate recognizing
Morrison for her helpfulness to the public , optimistic rapport with her fellow
office workers, infectious positive attitude and patience. Morrison has been employed by Kenner for almost a year. Clerk of Court Director Meg Vincent said, “Patrice has the type of personality that is perfect for the world of the clerk of court’s
office and for civil service in general. She knows full well the value of being a part
of the solution rather than the problem.”
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without power for so long.”
Desperate for some sort of contact, many
Kenner residents in the dark realized charging their
electronic devices through their car provided hours of
information as well as entertainment throughout the
storm and its aftermath.
Waguespack, along with Leon Contavasprie, who
normally works in the clerk of court’s office but served
as deputy public information officer during Isaac, and
Natalie Newton, the city’s deputy chief administrative
officer, were part of a team to disseminate public information to the 66,000 citizens of the city of Kenner.
Before Isaac made landfall, the trio hunkered down
at the city’s emergency operations center, located in a
storm proof building in the city’s south Kenner Public
Works complex.
“Had we not been updating on Facebook, the
only form of communication for our citizens would
have been a battery operated radio,” Waguespack said.
Additionally, the city provided a 24 hour call
center.
“We were up and available, able to be contacted
via a phone call or through the Internet,” Waguespack
said. “This was most important to the residents who
stayed. They were scared in the dark in their homes,
they needed to talk to someone,” she added. “They
needed the city of Kenner.”
Waguespack said every press release regarding

storm updates, city of Kenner updates or even Jefferson Parish updates, was immediately uploaded to the
city website and the official city of Kenner Facebook
page.
“We were able to post emergency numbers, contact information, information regarding water usage
and water preservation as well as advise on curfews,”
said Waguespack. “With our lift stations being powered by generators, it was extremely important to get
information about water use to our citizens.”
Other Facebook posts included information
on power outages, blocked roadways, downed power
lines and trees, Red Cross operations and points of
distribution, as well as the status of Entergy and debris pickup.
“We were able to publicize school and parish
government closings and openings and easily notify
our employees about when to report to work,” said
Waguespack. “Another important aspect for storm
weary citizens was the posting of gas stations open
with fuel or a restaurant or grocery with ice, food and
water. Soon local business owners jumped on board
posting their hours of operation, as well. We were able
to spread the word. We were also able to post the difference between garbage pickup and debris pickup,
which seemed to confuse many.”
Resident Kellie Daigrepont Bode said she heard
the day after the storm that the official city of Kenner
Facebook page was listing important information so
she “Liked” the page. Bode said the postings were extremely helpful when she could manage to get Inter-
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The home page of the city of Kenner’s website, www.kenner.la.us.
net. “I’m sure everyone had the same issues with the
Internet going in and out, but the Kenner Facebook
page helped tell me what stores were open, which was
very helpful,” Bode said.
And Mary Ann Lobello West, who stayed with
her son and grandson throughout the storm, said
Facebook was very helpful when accessed from her
cell phone after charging in her automobile. She said
posts about road closures and curfews were extremely
helpful and also being able to stay in touch with out of
town family members. “It was a very good resource,”
Lobello West said.
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said he is excited about the new avenues of communication that
social media and the Kenner website have provided
to Kenner residents, visitors and business owners.
“Making public information available, whether it is
emergency or non-emergency in nature, is key to a
successful government and a successful community.
It is my hope that these new mechanisms continue to
gain visibility and become increasingly useful for all,”
said Yenni.
Waguespack noted the connection between
Facebook and The Vineyard Church in northwest
Kenner as phenomenal, alerting citizens to the availability of hot meals and refreshments provided as a

Theatre
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customers shopping experience and this new complex
will only enhance our family-friendly, contemporary atmosphere.”
“This theater is a welcomed addition to The Esplanade and the city of Kenner,” said Kenner Mayor
Michael S. Yenni. “I am excited about the economic
growth it will bring about.”
“It’s exciting to open another theatre in our hometown,” said George Solomon, chief executive officer
of Southern Theatres LLC. “We are pulling out all the
stops to provide the best movie going environment with
outstanding guest service at The Grand 14 Esplanade.”
“From the time the theater was first proposed and
during all our conversations, Mr. Solomon indicated
that he was determined to bring his project to completion. Despite the financial constraints of a bad economy,
the necessity of re-routing a major drainage line and
the need to divert a fiber optic line, Mr. Solomon never

goodwill effort by the church. “They (The Vineyard)
basically called us and said they had the resources…
people coming in to feed people, breakfast, lunch and
dinner.” Waguespack said. “And if the people couldn’t
get to them, they would get the food to the people.”
From August 9 to August 15, 1,086 people
reached the official city of Kenner Facebook page.
For the week of August 29 through September 4, the
height of the storm, the page reached 18,177. “We
were absolutely ready,” added Waguespack. “With
every storm, you learn from what you do and with
every storm, you learn what you could have done better. We were a unified command–, police, fire, general
government administration and the council – we all
worked together as a unified group and we did better than ever. Emergency manager Doug Dodt had us
trained and ready to go.”
Waguespack said that now that the storm has
passed, look to the official city of Kenner Facebook
page for posts throughout each day touting city
sponsored events as well as such information as
city news, recreational activities and dog obedience training and to be sure to “Like” the page if
you haven’t yet done so, to begin receiving updates
on your Facebook newsfeed.

wavered in his commitment to provide Kenner with a
premier stadium theater and this area with a much
needed economic boost,” said Maria DeFrancesch, the
Kenner District 4 Councilwoman representing the area.
Southern Theatres, LLC, owned and operated by
George Solomon, was formed in May of 2002. Solomon
has been in the theatre business with his family for
over 50 years and launched Southern Theatres, LLC to
develop and operate state-of-the art multiplex stadiumseating movie theatres. Southern Theatres, LLC, in
partnership with Veronis Suhler Stevenson, is responsible for the daily operations of The Grand Theatres
and Amstar Cinemas in 20 locations with 292 screens
in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Texas, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina as well as Louisiana. Southern Theatres also manages The Theatres at
Canal Place, an upscale dinner and a movie experience
in downtown New Orleans. Southern Theatres, LLC is
headquartered in New Orleans.
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Kenner who lost electricity for three, four or five days
may reconsider their decision to stay the next time
that a hurricane comes whistling out of the Gulf of
Mexico.
“I think a lot of people who stayed are now reconsidering their decision,” said Dodt who has served
as Kenner’s Emergency Preparedness Coordinator
for two years. “The expectation was that a Category 1
storm would hit us for one day with rain and wind before moving on,” said Dodt. “When the storm proved
to be unpredictable and hovered over us for several
days with serious consequences for electric services
in people’s homes, many Kenner residents have told
us that they began to wish they had gone to a hotel
out-of-town when Isaac turned from an expected oneday event into a three-or-four day event.”
Dodt said he thinks that Kenner’s city employees, police and fire fighters all did an excellent job
during the storm. “One of the keys to responding to
the kind of emergencies that occur during a storm
is maintaining constant, direct communications so
we can coordinate across all city agencies including police and fire fighters,” said Dodt. “We had that.
As an added precaution, we embedded a U.S. Coast

Airport
from page 1

But he didn’t realize how much of a mess he
had inherited until research made it clear the previous administration gave out more than $40 million
in work without signed agreements. “There were 153
contracts and agreements that the board and staff
had to fix,” said Ahmad.
After the board shot down privatization in late
2010, Ahmad started to hire a team to help the board
address these issues. By summer 2011, the bolstered
staff was able to increase oversight and started identifying issues on the procurement side of the house. Last
fall, once aware of the serious issues, the team briefed
the board and other agencies and started to work on
the 153 contracts that needed to be reduced to writing
or needed to be re-solicited. So far, 39 have been fully
executed to the satisfaction of both city and airport attorneys. The others are in various stages of completion.
Besides righting the mess, Ahmad and his team have
concurrently gone about the business of running an airport and planning for the long-term.
Ahmad has said on his arrival to New Orleans, after working at three major US airports, that he wanted

Mall
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offering shoppers cocktail dresses to casual blouses.
Toys “R” Us Express is an exclusive,
6,103-square foot pop-up store that helps ease
consumer needs during the busy holiday shopping
season. This temporary store will be located on the
first floor near Gymboree and Loft.
Red Rocket Comic carries a large selection
of new releases and collectable comics as well as
vintage trade paperbacks. Sci-fi fans and TV buffs
can purchase their favorite merchandise from Star
Wars, Star Trek, The Big Bang Theory, True Blood
and others. Additionally, shoppers can purchase
gaming supplies, board games, action figures, trad-
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what needs to be changed and what additional proed their storm operations over the years and we were
much too confined for space at police headquarters,” cesses, resources and capabilities do we need to best
address emergencies within our city,” said Dodt. “We
said Dodt. “They would have been happy to share
are looking at all aspects of the event. It’s all about
their space with us but it was much better at Barbe
where we had room for people to sleep, we had show- continuous improvement.”
“Our city directors did a magnificent job of deers at the gymnasium next door and were able to set
veloping strategies, implementing plans and coordiup a cafeteria so that we could make meals available
to all our people.” He said the city worked with a ca- nating the activities of their departments,” Dodt said.
Dodt said he especially admires the public
tering firm that brought food over to the school and
Doug Dodt, Kenner’s
prepared meals there. “Having two operation centers
works employees who went out in the storm to reEmergency Preparedness Coordinator
move street blockages and other hazards. “They were
also supports our contingency planning. The police
just outstanding,” he said. “They wanted to keep
did lose power temporarily and the city emergency
Guard in our command center and they also did an
working when the winds exceeded 50 miles per hour
operations center was capable of supporting their
outstanding job. They gave us a backup contingency
which is something you really need in a storm, es- command and communications functions if needed,” but we insisted that they come in until the winds
moderated. They literally put themselves at risk to
said Dodt.
pecially one that lingers and threatens to cause a
Dodt said that during his tenure in Kenner, hur- make sure that the citizens of Kenner were safe.”
communications break at any time.” Dodt said coHe said the police and fire fighters were also
ordination with elected officials was also a priority. ricane planning has become a year-round function.
“We briefed council members on storm plans prior to “It’s my view that you can’t wait to the start of the hur- outstanding, going out in the weather to respond to
emergency calls.
ricane season to start planning on what you’re going
the hurricane season. During the storm, Mayor Yenni
“I would hope that the residents of Kenner
and our incident management team met with local, to do if a storm comes our way,” Dodt said. “Now, hurare justifiably proud of their public employees who
parish and state elected officials on a daily basis and
ricane planning is a year-round function in Kenner
laid it on the line to keep the city safe,” said Dodt.
briefed them on local conditions and operations.”
and I think that really helped us.”
The city activated its emergency operations
Dodt said that Mayor Yenni and his staff have “We all hope and pray that Isaac was the beginning
and the end of the 2012 hurricane season. But, if,
center in the old Barbe School rather than trying to
already met to discuss the city’s response to Isaac
heaven forbid, we get another storm, we know
operate out of the Kenner Police Headquarters as
and recommendations to improve performance are
that we have a good plan and good people ready to
had been done at times in the past. “The city, as well
under review. “Our planning process calls for us to
implement it.”
as the police department, have significantly expand- evaluate our performance at all levels to determine
to help the board’s long term vision to be the best airport it could be for its community. His team has been
working on a long-term vision for Armstrong International Airport and to build a new world-class terminal
to replace the existing building.
“We are going to get the contracts right and are certainly on the right path to do so,” Ahmad says. “But we
haven’t forgotten or abandoned our long-term goal of
a new terminal. This isn’t just about bricks and mortar.
This is about transforming Armstrong International
from its current state into a world-class airport.”
Armstrong International, since its founding in
1947, has never handled 10 million passengers in a year.
But Ahmad feels certain that with a new terminal, incessant lobbying of airlines and the continued development of the metro New Orleans tourism industry that
the airport can exceed 10 million passengers served in
a year.
“It’s about public trust,” says Ahmad. “Our track
record of increasing transparency at the airport in the
last two years will prove that the board is committed
to world class operations at the airport. The board has
been publicly discussing our progress on getting the
contracts right for months in public meetings.”
Ahmad feels confident that he can take a recoming cards and more. Red Rocket Comic occupies
2,325 square feet and is located on the second
floor next to Nine West and Game Stop.
Retro Roadtrip is located on the first floor
near Gymboree and Loft. This 2,867-square-foot
store specializes in merchandise reminiscent
of the 60s, 70s and 80s. From lunchboxes to
posters and t-shirts, Retro Roadtrip offers shoppers an assortment of collectables from vintage
bands and musicians like The Beatles, The Rolling Stones, Johnny Cash and Elvis. The unique
retailer also carries merchandise from classic
actors, vintage movies and TV shows such as
Marilyn Monroe, John Wayne, “I Love Lucy,”
“Sanford and Son” and others.

mendation forward next year to New Orleans Mayor ency and then we have to convince them our vision is
Mitch Landrieu and the board on the long-term vision the way of the future for the entire region,” said Ahmad.
at the airport. His team believes that this plan could “We’re proud to say this airport is pro-Kenner, pro-New
bring thousands of jobs and robust economic activity Orleans and pro-Jefferson Parish.”
in Kenner, Jefferson Parish and New Orleans together
with other surrounding parishes. “First, we have to
show them that we have complete, absolute transpar-
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