
Now that Mayor Michael S. Yenni’s Eco-
nomic Development Committee has come 
up with 74 recommendations for Kenner’s 
future, the mayor wants to reach out to the 
seven members of the Kenner City Council 
to get their ideas, observations and best 
thinking.

Kenner Chief Administrative Officer 
Michael Quigley says he and the mayor 
think that the 35-member committee has 
done an excellent job of putting to paper 
the steps Kenner ought to consider taking 
as the city combats a decline in population, 
per capita wealth and per capita percentage 
of college-educated residents, along with an 
increase in vacant housing. “We think that 
this committee, which includes elected of-
ficials, business leaders and civic leaders, is 
representative of every segment of the Ken-
ner community,” said Quigley. “Some mem-
bers of the Council have participated in the 

work of the committee, including Council 
members Kent Denapolis, Maria DeFran-
cesch and Michele Branigan. But the mayor 

would like to reach out to the entire council 
to get their input. We’re hoping they might 

consider holding a public hearing where 
everyone would have a chance to put their 
thoughts on the record.”

Guiding the committee has been con-
sultant Rafe Rabalais, an executive at GCR 
& Associates, funded by a grant from the 
Jefferson Community Foundation and a pri-
vate donation from Kenner civic leader, resi-
dent and businessman, Henry Shane. Rabal-
ais has been helping facilitate the work of 
the committee and its mission of helping 
Kenner find the right path to address the 
city’s declining status and quality of life is-
sues. Rabalais has recommended the city 
hire someone to monitor progress and push 
forward the committee’s goals. Committee 
member Henry Shane, a Kenner resident 
and long-time business leader, says the 
work of the committee has been outstanding 

Next for Kenner economic development committee: Seek input 
from city council members
By Allan Katz 

Runoff needed for 
Kenner District 3 
Council seat
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In the primary election on March 24, 
2012, with a 23 percent voter turnout, Re-
publicans Mary-Sharon Howland and air 
conditioning and heating business owner 
Keith Reynaud ended up in a run-off elec-
tion for the Kenner City Council District 3 

Mary-Sharon Howland

KPRD
2012 Leisure Service
Summer Programs

See center pull-out section

Tamithia Shaw, Kenner’s new director 
of inspections and code enforcement, has 
been handed a hot potato but she intends 
to pick it up and run with it.

“Mayor Yenni, the city council and the 
police department all tell us that blight is 
one of the biggest challenges facing Ken-
ner,” she says. “I know they’re right and our 
department is ready to go work at a faster 
pace to identify blight, notify property 
owners and work with them so that we can 
return our community to the quality of life 
that is the source of pride for Kenner.”

Shaw will be working closely with an 
11-member advisory committee of leading 
Kenner citizens selected by Mayor Michael 
S. Yenni, the council and the KPD. “We’ll be 
meeting the second Monday every month 
to select our priorities,” she says.

So far, Shaw has compiled a list of 187 
blighted or abandoned properties through-
out Kenner but she says the list is not 
comprehensive. “We’re just getting going 
on this,” says Shaw. She says most of the 

New code 
enforcement chief 
plans to pick up 
pace in fight  
against blight
By Allan Katz 

The popular live “Music in the Park” 
concerts return to Kenner’s Rivertown this 
spring, starting April 27, 2012. Rivertown will 
come alive on five Friday nights as popular 
rock bands perform on the back porch of the 
Kenner Produce Company shed of Heritage 
Park, located in the 300 block of Williams 
Boulevard.

In addition to the free concerts, held 
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., booths will be manned 
by local food and craft vendors.

Groovy 7 will be playing on April 27 and 
the Yat Pack on May 4. On May 11 the Mixed 
Nuts will perform and Contraflow will play on 
May 18. The Topcats band will round out the 
series on May 25.   

Free “Music in the 
Park” concerts 
return this spring

The Kenner Police Department will 
soon increase its marine fleet by a total 
of six boats. 

Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway 
said, “During Katrina we were unable to 
rescue people door-to-door. With these 
boats we will be able to rescue people in 
the event of any type of flooding. Money 
was available to obtain these boats 
through grants for the KPD so we took 
advantage of this opportunity.”

Four of the boats were delivered 
March 8, 2012, and the remaining two 
boats are scheduled for delivery in April. 
The boats will be available for the 2012 
hurricane season.

“These boats will greatly enhance the 
capability of Kenner’s first responders to 

Grant provides six 
rescue boats for 
Kenner Police

“Kenner is still 
fundamentally strong. It 
is a safe city, with good 
streets and quality city 

services. To preserve those 
qualities, we realize that 

we must be vigilant.”
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Keith Reynaud
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On Tuesday through Friday by appointment only, 10 or more people.
Call 468-7231 for reservations or info.

Admission: Adults, $6 per show; Children/Seniors, $5 per show
Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

Hubble vision
Saturdays - 3 p.m.

View the wonders of the universe as never before in this visually stunning and  
in-depth planetarium show!  Hubble Vision brings into focus the vastness of 
outer space by detailing the discoveries made by the Hubble Space Telescope.   
See glorious images of planets, nebulae, star clusters, galaxies, and more.   
You’ll never be so close to objects so far away again!

The ultimate Wave Tahiti
Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.

Featuring ten-time world surfing champion Kelly Slater, The Ultimate Wave follows 
a quest to find the perfect wave-riding experience. Filmed in Tahiti and among 
the islands of French Polynesia, the film showcases dramatic giant screen surfing 
action in a unique Pacific paradise.

Laser Retro
Saturdays – 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Do you love the 80s?  Well, dust off your Moon Boots and Parachute Pants 
and travel back in time to when artists like Duran Duran, Tears for Fears, and 
the Eurythmics ruled the pop world!  Selections include Lunatic Fringe, Rio, 
Sweet Dreams, and She Blinded Me With Science among many others!

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062
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Limbaugh apologizes while liberals insult with impunity
By Jeff Crouere

In the middle 
of his first term 
in office, Kenner 

Mayor Michael S. Yenni deserves a lot of 
credit. The mayor has been calling a lot of 
right plays and he’s attracted some really 
good players to his team. He has recognized 
that Kenner has some serious problems 
that cannot be ignored. But, identifying 
problems also means there is much still to 
be done.

I am really impressed by both the com-
position and the work ethic of Mayor Yenni’s 
new Economic Development Committee, 
that 34-member coalition of mostly busi-
ness and civic leaders who worked as if their 
businesses and homes were at stake. And, 
as Henry Shane, a member of the commit-
tee, says, “That is exactly what is at stake. 
We have been working as creatively as we 
know how to do because we understand 
that the future of Kenner is on the line. Can 
Kenner maintain a high quality of life for 
its residents? Will we have enough jobs to  

support our economy and provide a living for 
our children and grandchildren who want 
to stay here? Or, will we have a thousand 
homes vacant? Will we have another thou-
sand homes for sale and no buyers? These 
are not small matters. Either we solve our 
problems or we’re going 
to lose all the special 
things that we prize the 
most in Kenner.”

Shane gives Mayor 
Yenni lots of credit. “The 
mayor gets it,” he says. “I 
think our next step is to 
help the seven members 
of the City Council be-
come as knowledgeable 
about the problems we 
defined as the mayor has 
become. Mayor Yenni is 
our quarterback. He’s 
calling the plays.”

The committee reached its determina-
tions after interviewing experts, reviewing  

resident surveys identifying the city’s 
strengths and weaknesses and research-
ing comparable cities. The committee’s 
report is very strategic and detailed, list-
ing 74 specific goals along with specific 
recommendations and approximate costs 

and possible sources 
of funding to tackle 
implementation along 
with a time line for 
the goals to be accom-
plished. What is also 
extremely important 
is that departments, 
agencies or entities are 
explicitly named to be 
held accountable and 
responsible for reach-
ing each goal. Equally 
important is the mayor 
appointing an adminis-

trator, as recommended by the committee’s 
consultant, to monitor the progress making 
sure the goals set forth by the committee 

are implemented and reached.
This economic report on the city of 

Kenner is one of the most impressive and 
strategic assessments, with some lofty goals, 
that I have ever seen come from city govern-
ment.

The committee’s goals certainly seem 
to be right on target. The recommenda-
tions are recognition of reality – Kenner 
has been by-passed by communities on the 
North Shore and in the River Parishes and 
its population is declining. Upper-income, 
highly-educated Kenner residents have 
been looking at and choosing other com-
munities. In middle and lower-income Ken-
ner neighborhoods that were damaged by 
Hurricane Katrina, many homes sit vacant 
because their owners have lost their jobs in 
the recession and can’t afford to fix them. 
There are also many homes foreclosed on by 
banks because homeowners have lost their 
jobs and couldn’t pay their mortgages. So, 

After spend-
ing several days 
on his show call-
ing Georgetown 
law student San-
dra Fluke a “pros-

titute” and a “slut,” talk radio giant Rush 
Limbaugh finally apologized. In testimony 
before Congress, Ms. Fluke demanded free 
birth control prescriptions, noting that 
without insurance coverage such medica-
tion could cost a woman $3,000 over three 
years of law school. Fluke claimed that she 
was “embarrassed” at the pharmacy coun-
ter when she discovered for “the first time” 
that such contraceptives were not included 
in the Georgetown health insurance plan.

It is hard to believe that a profession-
al activist like Fluke did not know about 
Georgetown’s insurance plan. She has a 
long history of working in liberal organiza-
tions and is the former president of Law 
Students for Reproductive Justice and the 
former vice president of the Women’s Le-
gal Alliance. Her liberal activism is why 
the 30-year old was invited by pro-choice 
Democrats to testify on Capital Hill. Politi-
cally speaking, it is clear that Ms. Fluke is 
no virgin to the process.

In making his point that the university 
should not have to comprise its religious 
principles and be mandated by the federal 
government to provide contraceptive medi-
cation, Limbaugh went overboard in attack-
ing Ms. Fluke. He admitted that his com-
ments were “inappropriate” and “uncalled  
for” and that the personal attacks “distracted 

from the point I was actually trying to make.” 
Sadly, dozens of Limbaugh’s major advertis-
ers have dropped their sponsorship of his 
show, responding to threats from liberal 
special interest groups like Media Matters. 
These advertisers were pressured by the 
forces of political correctness, the same 
ones who forced Glenn Beck from the Fox 
News airwaves last year.

Limbaugh was courageous enough to 
apologize, unlike his liberal counterparts. 
Bill Maher has called Condoleezza Rice, 
Sarah Palin and Michele Bachmann much 
worse names without any apologies. His 
network, HBO, stands behind his vile com-
mentary no matter how insulting he is to 
conservative women. Talk show host Laura 
Ingraham was called a “slut” by MSNBC 
host Ed Schultz and Barbara Walters of “The 
View” laughed about the insult. Schultz was 
suspended but retained his position and no 
sponsors left his program.

While he called Fluke and unneces-
sarily inserted himself into the controversy, 
President Obama never called Ingraham or 
any of the conservative women attacked on 
a regular basis. President Obama is obvi-
ously only concerned about protecting the 
reputation of liberal women.

There is a total double standard in our 
media environment today. The politically 
correct (PC) police are working non-stop to 
limit the free speech rights of conservatives 
while protecting the rights of liberals to 
insult any conservative. Groups like Media 
Matters spend all of their time taping con-
servative talk shows in the hopes they can 

highlight a mistake and force a host from 
the air. They want to make sure the conser-
vative viewpoint is not heard.

In contrast, I believe that all opinions 
are valid and need to be heard on the air-
waves. On my radio show I allow a diversity 
of calls on the air. Unlike some talk show 
hosts, I do not prevent controversial views 
from being heard. I believe in a free speech 
forum, where the First Amendment is cel-
ebrated by all types of callers.

Sadly, this philosophy is not shared by 
most liberals. The PC police are working 
overtime to limit the free speech rights 
of conservatives. Their victories against 
Limbaugh and Beck are only the first step. 
Ultimately, they want to pass the Fairness 
Doctrine and literally shutdown talk radio.

Right now, Fox News, the Internet and 
talk radio are the only counterbalances to 
the overwhelming liberal dominance in the 
mainstream press. Liberals control the vast 
majority of the major broadcast networks, 
the daily newspapers, magazines, cable 
news organizations and of course Hollywood 
and the entertainment industry. Conserva-
tives only have a few outlets and they are 
under ferocious attack from liberal activists.

It is time that conservatives fought 
back and used the same tactics as the left. 
Conservatives should organize campaigns 
to support sponsors of conservative shows 
and boycott liberal networks like HBO that 
feature Bill Maher. It is also time to boycott 
sponsors that support hosts like Ed Schultz 
and other liberal apologists on MSNBC.

Mayor Yenni is on the right track to improve city, big challenges ahead in 
following up economic development committee recommendations
By Allan Katz

from The Editor

Political
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“Either we solve  
our problems or  

we’re going to lose  
all the special things  

that we prize the  
most in Kenner.”
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It is the one 
year anniversary of 
the proposed mill-
age election held 
on April 2, 2011. As 

we all know, all of the 
propositions on the ballot failed. Since that 
time, there has been on-going “misinforma-
tion” disseminated that I decided to double the 
city’s property taxes.

First and foremost, I didn’t decide to dou-
ble the taxes; I determined that the best course 
of action was to let the citizens of Kenner de-
cide how they wanted to fund essential city 
services. Giving citizens a voice in government 
should never be considered a negative option. 
The citizens spoke and I listened. I will not in-
troduce any new taxes to be placed on the bal-
lot during my remaining tenure as mayor.

Yes, I am pledging that I will not propose 
any new taxes; yet some are seeking to paint 
me as some type of “tax and spend” politician. 
Nothing could be further from the truth.

I ran my campaign for mayor with the 
pledge that the Kenner Police Department and 
Kenner Fire Department would be fully funded 
and that the archaic sewer system would be 
upgraded. I also knew that additional infra-
structure improvements were needed. Funding 
these services would certainly be a challenge 
since our main source of income, sales tax, had 
been steadily decreasing. For several years 
prior to my becoming mayor, funding these  

City millages – One year later
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor

Government

(504) 454-6635  

6555 Park Manor Drive • Metairie
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April is Na-
tional Child Abuse 
Prevention month. 
This month and 
throughout the 
year, the Kenner 

Police Department encourages all individu-
als and organizations to play a role in making 
Kenner a better place for families. By ensuring 
that parents have the knowledge, skills and 
resources they need to care for their children, 
we can help prevent child abuse and neglect 
by strengthening families and communities. 
April is a time to celebrate the important role 
that communities play in protecting children. 
Everyone’s participation is critical.

Here are some ways to help prevent child 
abuse as a member of the community:
•  Help to organize after-school programs for 

your neighborhood children
•  Offer to check in on your neighbor’s latch-

key children
•  Introduce children to the arts: museums, 

children’s theater/concerts and libraries
•  Volunteer for a non-profit organization 

that supports families
•  Contact your local officials to advocate for 

polices that strengthen and support fami-
lies

•  Become a foster or adoptive parent
During the month of April, the Kenner 

Police Department will participate in the 
New Orleans Children’s Advocacy Center’s 
seventh annual Trees for Life Ceremony, 
which recognizes children who have passed 
away as a result of abuse and neglect. Trees 
are presented to participating agencies 
and organizations in honor of these chil-
dren, which are then planted and nurtured. 

The KPD will also participate in the Pin-
wheels for Prevention campaign this month. 
The Pinwheels for Prevention campaign is a 
national movement which highlights the pin-
wheel as a symbol for child abuse prevention. 
This campaign puts focus on the belief that the 
prevention of child abuse and neglect makes a 
significant impact on our communities, econo-
my and our country. Pinwheel plantings help to 
create awareness that there is a need for pro-
grams and policies that focus on child abuse 
prevention strategies.

For more information about child abuse 
prevention programs and activities during the 
month of April and throughout the year, you 
can contact the New Orleans Children’s Advo-
cacy Center at 894-5484 or www.nocac.net, the 
Jefferson Children’s Advocacy Center at 364-
3857 or www.jeffersoncac.com, Prevent Child 
Abuse Louisiana at www.pcal.org or their KID-
LINE at 1-800-CHILDREN for parenting help 
by phone and the National Children’s Alliance 
at www.nationalchildrensalliance.org.

Here are some contacts for reporting child 
abuse:
•  Kenner Police Department: 712-2222
•  Department of Children and Family Servic-

es: 1-855-4LA-KIDS (24-hour child abuse 
hotline) and www.dss.state.la.us.

•  Child Help: 1-800-4-A-CHILD (national 
child abuse hotline) and www.childhelp.
org.

•  National Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children: 1-800-THE-LOST (24-hour hot-
line) and www.missingkids.com.   

Kenner Police Chief Caraway can be 
reached by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit 
the Kenner Police Department website at 
www.kennerpd.com.

Child abuse prevention
By Steve Caraway – Kenner Police Chief 

essential services was a repetitive subject at 
council meetings, but no solution was found. 
The biggest problem for the police department 
was the well-known and well documented ac-
tions that depleted the police department bud-
get by changing its funding formula. The police 
chief was promised a funding source to fully 
fund the police department – but each year 
only stop-gap measures that provided one-time 
funding was provided. All government financial 
experts agree that non-recurring income is no 
way to run ongoing operations of a governmen-
tal entity, especially one as important as our 
police department.

I asked the chief of police and the chief of 
the fire department what funding they would 
need to have a first class department and well 
trained and adequately compensated police of-
ficers and fire fighters.

The police chief determined that eight 
mills of property tax, which would have gener-
ated $3,600,000, would finally give him the per-
manent funding he needed for the operation 
of his department, and that an additional four 
mills which would have generated $1,800,000, 
would have provided the permanent funding 
source for capital improvements that includes 
vehicles, equipment and maintenance for ex-
isting property.

The fire chief determined he needed an 
increase from 7.4 mills to 11.4 mills property 
tax, which would have generated a $1,800,000 
increase and would provide the funding to  

upgrade Kenner’s fire rating to a Class 1 fire de-
partment and increase manpower, and that an 
additional two mills, which would have gener-
ated $900,000 would have provided funding to 
improve existing fire stations and acquire new 
equipment, Kenner’s apparatus fleet is the old-
est in the greater New Orleans area.

Additional property taxes would have pro-
vided the funding for these improvements, but 
it is not the only solution; the other is to reduce 
the budgets and services in other areas. After 
the election – to let you choose – I had to make 
difficult but necessary decisions. I eliminated 
35 positions, I reduced and eliminated access 
to some of our museums and I made cuts in 
the budget of $2,300,000. I authorized the re-
allocation of funds to supplement the police 
department budget and the fire department 
budget and I worked with bond rating agencies 
to award Kenner the highest rating possible so 
the bonds would be sold quickly to fund the im-
provements to the sewer system. I made cuts 
that would least effect the quality of life we 
have come to expect living in Kenner.

Again, I pledge that I will continue to 
find the funding to improve our police and 

fire departments and other infrastructure  
improvements. I will continue to work with the 
business community to bring new opportuni-
ties to Kenner. I will continue to improve our 
roadways and thoroughfares to make them in-
viting to commerce and residents. I am work-
ing with the state of Louisiana and the parish 
of Jefferson to make Laketown a destination of 
choice for dining and recreation. I am working 
with Coconut Beach to have the largest sand 
volleyball facility in the country locate near La-
ketown. These actions will benefit businesses 
along the Williams Boulevard corridor and be-
yond.

The property tax proposal has been blown 
way out of proportion. I am a fiscal conservative 
and live by the creed my grandfather, Joseph 
S. Yenni, taught me: “Do not spend what you 
do not have.” The residents and business own-
ers in the city of Kenner have to know that I 
listened when the voters said no tax increases 
and I pledge I will not seek any tax increases 
during my remaining tenure as mayor.   

 
Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 

or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.
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As spring and 
summer approach 
our minds inevitably 
turn to thoughts of 
outdoor fun in the 
sun, family friendly 

activities, relaxation and rest. This year, Ken-
ner’s Park and Recreation Department stands 
especially ready to meet all of those spring 
and summertime needs. Over the next several 
months, activity will abound from Rivertown 
to Laketown with festivities focused on food, 
music, movies and more.

First, on the long list of activities, is the 
Rivertown Craft Fair to be held on Saturday, 
April 21, 2012 in Kenner’s Heritage Hall and 
Park. Comprised of both indoor and outdoor 
craft booths, the Rivertown Craft Fair will 
boast dozens of crafters and other vendors 
selling a large variety of goods and wares. 
From jewelry and artwork to home décor and 
yard art, there is sure to be something to strike 
everyone’s fancy. Food and refreshments will 
also be available for sale. The Rivertown Craft 
Fair will be held from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Admission is free.

Next on our busy agenda, is the city of 
Kenner’s annual free concert series, “Music 
in the Park.” This year will mark the sixth 
time that the music of popular local bands 
has sounded through the picturesque setting 
of Kenner’s Heritage Park. Held in a location 
dedicated to Kenner’s past, Music in the Park 
proves that one element to life in Kenner 
has not changed throughout the years. The 
strong sense of community that characterized 
Kenner in its formative years, survives to the 
present-day as demonstrated by the hundreds 
of residents who turn out each year for this 
much-anticipated concert series. Intended 
to highlight some of the best aspects to life in 
Kenner, Music in the Park gives families and 
friends an opportunity to gather for an eve-
ning of free entertainment in a small and safe 
environment with that hometown feel.

The bands to be featured in this year’s 
series include proven crowd pleasers as well 
as some welcomed newcomers. Groovy 7 will 
kick off the festivities with an “opening night” 
concert on Friday, April 27. Then, every Friday 
evening to follow for four weeks will bring a 
new band to the stage including The Yat Pack 
on May 4, Mixed Nuts on May 11 and Contra-
flow on May 18. Wrapping up the line-up will 
be The Topcats on May 25. Various vendors 
will sell food and refreshments, from fried sea-
food and snowballs to rum punch and popcorn. 

There will be something for everyone! Many of 
Kenner’s finest crafters will also be on hand to 
sell their goods. The concerts will be from 6:30 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. and guests are encouraged to 
bring lawn chairs for seating. No outside food 
or drink will be permitted.

So as not to neglect the movie buffs of 
Kenner, this year, the Department of Parks 
and Recreation will introduce a new event to 
the city’s array of fun and family friendly activ-
ities. Building on the success of “Music in the 
Park” comes “Movies in the Park.” Again, the 
scenic surroundings of Heritage Park will play 
host to a feature-length movie every Satur-
day evening in May. Families can camp along 
the grassy grounds of the park to view some 
of today’s most recent DVD releases…under 
the stars and on display on a 25-foot outdoor 
movie screen. Showtime is slated for sunset 
(approximately 7:30 p.m.) and as always, food 
and refreshments will be available for sale 
to enhance the movie watching experience. 
Guests are encouraged to visit the city of Ken-
ner’s website at www.kenner.la.us for specific 
dates and show titles.

Last, but definitely not least on the calen-
dar of upcoming events, is the city of Kenner’s 
first ever Beer and Barbecue Festival. Quite 
possibly, nothing can draw a crowd quicker 
than the smell of good barbecue. Add to that 
dozens of specialty crafts beers, free admis-
sion, musical entertainment, crafts and a bit 
of friendly competition and you have a festival 
like no other the city of Kenner has ever pro-
duced. Held on the spacious grounds around 
Laketown, this festival will focus on the best of 
the brewers and those with skills on the grill. 
An event highlight will be a competition to de-
termine the tastiest barbecue of the festival. 
Who will you deem worthy of the title “Ken-
ner’s Pit Master?”

Vendors are currently being sought for 
food, beer and craft booths. Anyone wishing 
to participate in the festival or register for the 

“grill-off” competition should contact the Ken-
ner Parks and Recreation Department at 468-
7211. The Beer and Barbecue Festival, sched-
uled for June, promises to be heavily attended 
and is likely to be added to the growing list of 
recurring events in the city of Kenner.   

Kenner Parks and Recreation Director 
Ken Marroccoli can be reached at 468-7555 
or kmarroccoli@kenner.la.us. The Kenner 
Parks and Recreation Department is locat-
ed at 1905 24th Street in Kenner.

Kenner Parks and Recreation Department buzzing with activity in upcoming months
By Ken Marroccoli – Kenner Parks and Recreations Director

Government 

City of Kenner  
Pattern for Progress 

ComPrehensive Planning initiative

The citizen participation meetings listed below are an  
opportunity for Kenner’s citizens to provide input on their  
vision for the city, including important issues related to  
economic development, housing, and public facilities.

 Wednesday, April 11, 2012 Tuesday, April 17, 2012
 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
 Driftwood Park Country Club The Pavilion at Kenner City Park
 94 Gelpi Avenue 3800 Loyola Drive 

 Wednesday, April 18, 2012 Tuesday, April 24, 2012
 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
 Council Chambers Heritage Hall
 1801 Williams Boulevard 303 Williams Boulevard

Thursday, May 10, 2012
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

The Pavilion at Kenner City Park
3800 Loyola Drive

Sponsorship provided by Louisiana Office of Community Development (OCD) Comprehensive Resiliency Pilot Program
For more information, call the Kenner Planning Department at 468-7280 or visit http://www.kenner.la.us

If ADA disability accommodations are needed please call 468-7280 at least seven days prior to the meeting date.
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KPRD

See center
4-page
pull-out
section

2012  
Leisure Service

Summer ProgramsCommunity
The Esplanade mall hosts free prom fashion show

Area high school students and their 
parents are invited to preview gowns, tux-
edos and more at a prom fashion show 
scheduled for The Esplanade mall on Sat-
urday, April 21, 2012 at 3:30 p.m.

The show will feature deb prom dresses 

as well as John Casablanca models. The 
prom fashion show, which is free and 
open to the public, will be held in the cen-
ter court of the mall. The Esplanade mall 
is located at 1401 West Esplanade Avenue 
in Kenner.   
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Planned for the Chateau Village shopping center site in 
Kenner, Kohl’s has pushed its opening from this year to the 
fall of 2013.

Kenner District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch 
said, “Kohl’s will still be coming to Kenner, but because they 
are building so many new stores, they decided to build in 
phases and our city’s store opening has been moved to next 
year. I feel Kohl’s is still committed to coming to Kenner. I am 
going to make sure to stay on top of this.”

Mike Quigley, the city’s chief administrative officer said 
the mayor has spoken with Kohl executives and they ex-
pressed that they are still coming to the Kenner site, however, 
they have moved back their anticipated building date. The 
nearest Kohl’s are in Baton Rouge and Covington.

In September of 2011, the Kenner City Council desig-
nated a site in the Chateau Village shopping center as a TIF, a 
tax increment financing district, as an incentive for a Kohl’s 
department store to be built in Kenner. A TIF incentive allows 
some sales tax revenue, in this case the undedicated portion 
that Kenner would normally receive, to be reimbursed to the 
business to offset some of their building costs, but only up to 
a specific amount over a defined period of time. DeFrancesch 
said, “During this time the city of Kenner will still receive the 
dedicated portion of sales tax revenue that Kohl’s collects on 
its total sales.” DeFrancesch said TIF specialists from JEDCO 

– Jefferson Parish’s non-profit economic development agency 
– and Ray Cornelius of Adams and Reese have helped work out 
the details of Kohl’s TIF including having JEDCO provide an 
additional tax incentive portion.

Chateau Village shopping center, located at the corner of 
West Esplanade Avenue and Chateau Boulevard in Kenner, is 
owned by the Kailas family. The proposed Kohl’s would occupy 
55,000 square feet of the four-acre site.   

Kohl’s opening delayed to 2013

Kenner Chief Administrative Officer Mike Quigley says 
the city is close to signing a contract with Theatre 13, LLC, 
owned by Gary Rucker and Kelly Fouchi, to manage the city’s 
repertory theaters. Quigley says the new contract, a four-year 
deal with a four-year renewal option, will save the city more 
than $50,000, the sum that Kenner has paid in the past to sub-
sidize the operations of the two theaters, under the previous 
contract with the Rivertown Repertory Theatre Guild, who 
in December submitted the only other proposal. The Guild’s 
proposal included the $50,000 subsidy in addition to other  

Yenni administration’s new theater contract to save city $50,000

Government

KPRD’s Leisure Service summer program  
and class registration opens in April

Registration for Kenner Parks and Rec-
reation Leisure Service summer programs 
begins on April 4, 2012 at the KPRD’s new 
offices located at 1905 24th Street, near Ken-
ner’s brake tag station. KPRD is open late for 
registration from 8:30 a.m. until 8:30 p.m. on 
weekdays. A full list of Leisure Service classes, 
programs and day camp information can be 

found in the center 4-page pullout section of 
this edition of the Kenner Star.

“We are gearing up for a great summer in 
Kenner. Our staple summer programs are back 
and better than ever with enhanced material. 
Day camp has many exciting new events and 

entertainment planned to ensure a fun, fresh 
summer. We have a wide variety of art camps 
to fit everyone’s needs from drawing and paint-
ing to sculpting and crafting. If you are looking 
to stay active we also have cheerleading and 
gymnastics camps,” said Kerri McGovern Diaz, 
manager of the Kenner Parks and Recreation 
Leisure Service Division.

Diaz continued, “Our performing arts 
summer program has grown so much over 
the years and this year is no different. We of-
fer modeling, theater and production crew 
classes. So whether you want to be on stage 
or behind the scenes we have something for 
you. With renovations to our ‘home’ stage at 
Barbre Gym you will think you are at a first 
class theater.”

“Don’t forget about our fitness and art 
classes for adults. Be sure to focus on your 
goals and enhance your life by adding one 
of our programs to your routine. Our instruc-
tors are fun and energetic to be around and 
help enhance your experience. If you haven’t 
checked us out before, now is the time,” said 
Diaz.

Kenner’s Leisure Service Division is pres-
ently setting up online registration. Check the 
website, www.kenner.la.us to find out when it 
will be activated.

For further information call Kenner 
Parks and Recreation Leisure Service Division 
at 468-7268 or visit their website. Also watch 
for updates on the Kenner Parks and Recre-
ation Facebook page.   

“Registration for Kenner 

Parks and Recreation 

Leisure Service summer 

programs begins  

on April 4, 2012  

at the KPRD’s new  

offices located  

at 1905 24th Street…”

possible expenses for the city to pay.
Rucker and Fouchi, who met 

in 2000 while working in a play 
presented in Kenner’s Rivertown 
Repertory Theatre, are optimistic 
that they can make a success of 
both theater programs in Kenner 
without the subsidy.

Quigley says Rucker and Fou-
chi came up with a realistic pro-
posal that he and they think is fea-
sible while saving the city $50,000 
that it can’t afford to spend subsi-
dizing the theater program.

Rucker says he and Fouchi 
have been successfully producing 
plays for four years throughout 
the metro area and feel confident 
they can continue their record of 
achievement in Kenner. For three 
years in the past Rucker worked as 
resident director of the Rivertown 
Repertory Theatre.

The city of Kenner hopes to 
have the contract signed before 

April. Rucker and Fouchi have announced their 2012-2013 season 
with the performances of “Boeing-Boeing,” “Class of ‘70 Some-
thing,” “Noises Off,” “Gypsy” and “Spamalot.” “Legally Blonde, The 
Musical” will open the season on September 7, 2012 and will run 
through September 23. Rucker said he and Fouchi love the folks 
who patronize the Kenner theaters and will give them shows that 
they will enjoy and hope for their continued support.

For more information about Theatre 13 or for season tickets, 
contact 559-5445 or www.theatre-13.com.   

Kenner’s Rivertown Repertory Theatre
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Lori and Kevin Guffey

We Saved an AllState client over $1400 
and lowered their hurricane deductible by $10,000

We can save you money, too!
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Melchers Law Firm
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner, LA  70065

(504) 467-1092
www.melcherslawfirm.com

Wills  Trusts
Successions
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Personal Injury
Over 30 years experience

MLF

James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law
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Airport

Over one year 
ago, I reported to 
readers of this col-
umn that the New 
Orleans Aviation 
Board (NOAB) and 

staff had taken significant steps to enhance 
a sense of accountability and transparency at 
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International 
Airport. Very soon after I joined the MSY team 
in 2010, the Aviation Board requested audits 
through Harold A. Asher, CPA, as a means of 
increasing transparency. In the early fall of 
that year after having studied the workings of 
the airport, I submitted my “100 Day Report” 
to the board with a recommendation for au-
dits after identifying significant system risks. 
These included a lack of policies and proce-
dures and internal controls, lack of staff to 
conduct core business and findings of dispro-
portionate revenues and expenses. I also rec-
ommended that the fleet of airport vehicles be 
significantly reduced and a new over-time pol-
icy for NOAB employees be set after Asher’s 
audit review of NOAB overtime (posted on the 
airport website, www.flymsy.com).

In January 2011, Asher issued his audit re-
view of credit card and travel expenses (posted 
on the airport website) and the NOAB Finance 
Committee and Board approved a new travel 
and credit card policy for board members and 

the director of aviation. As an addendum to 
their mandate, I issued a new credit card, travel 
and business expense policy for the NOAB staff. 
In addition, the number of credit cards issued 
was reduced from six (2009) to one (2011) and 
expenditures for convention and travel were re-
duced from $123,000 (2009) to $70,000 (2011).

In a proactive move with the support of 
New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu, the NOAB 
invited the Office of the In-
spector General (OIG) in the 
summer of 2011 to perform 
further audits at the airport. At 
the October 2011 NOAB board 
meeting, Inspector General Ed 
Quatrevaux introduced himself 
and made a presentation to the 
board outlining the intent of 
the OIG to conduct a thorough 
audit review for whatever time 
span would be necessary. The 
board has subsequently pro-
vided office space to include telephone, IT sup-
port and printer, fraud reporting signage, access 
to records/information and all NOAB employees 
and contractors. In kind, the OIG provided fraud 
awareness training for all NOAB managers and 
a confidential drop box for any fraud alerts. Af-
ter the Asher credit card and travel expense au-
dit review was issued, the OIG began performing 
an additional review of the credit card activity 

for the period of January 2008 through October 
2010. A report on their findings was issued the 
third week of March 2012. On October 18, 2011, 
the OIG issued a follow-up report on its August 
2009 fleet control performance review and the 
NOAB staff issued a management response 
and plan to address the follow-up findings. By 
January of this year, all of the OIG follow-up find-
ings were corrected by our staff. They included 

reducing take-home vehicles 
by 90 percent from 21 to two, 
implementing a fuel tracking 
vehicle maintenance program, 
new disposal of vehicles, inven-
tory and driver license policies 
(issued 12/2011), new pool 
vehicle policy and procedure 
(issued and implemented 
12/2011) and establish internal 
processes to report take-home 
vehicle use to the city of New 
Orleans for fringe benefit with-

holdings. The NOAB is awaiting confirmation 
from the OIG that it is in 100 percent compli-
ance of the past findings.

Responding to a directive by the board 
to discover any other issues, the staff identi-
fied deficiencies regarding a large number of 
expired/absent contracts. They have deployed 
internal and external resources to accomplish 
60 solicitations and 91 contracts/amendments 

and have to date completed 16 solicitations 
and negotiated contracts providing $25 million 
in current and future savings over the five-year 
term. The OIG has contacted the staff regard-
ing solicitations, procurements and contracts. 
In an effort to maintain an air of transparency, 
the monthly financial reports, audits, my air-
port credit card reports and numerous other 
airport documents are posted for the public to 
view on the airport website, www.flymsy.com. 
As servants of the public, the NOAB leadership 
and staff are committed to being openly ac-
countable for their decisions, actions and mis-
takes. Having the public’s trust is primary in 
our mission to make Armstrong International 
the best it can be, both inside and out.   

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of avia-
tion for Louis Armstrong New Orleans 
International Airport may be reached at  
director@flymsy.com. Check your local list-
ings for the air time of the Armstrong Inter-
national Airport 30 minute television pro-
gram, “Airport Alive,” or view it on the air-
port website, www.flymsy.com, by clicking 
on the “Airport Alive” link on the “News and 
Stats” page. You can now follow the airport  
on Facebook.com/Armstrongintl and Twitter 
@NO Airport. To find out how to be a volun-
teer at the airport, click on “Ambassador” 
on the airport’s website homepage.

Accountability and transparency at MSY
By Iftikhar Ahmad – Director of Aviation, Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport

The young athlete and injuries
By Craig Goodwin

When looking 
at the sports world 
for the young male 
or female athlete 
our society in re-
gards to training 

has become one of “more is better.” Isolating 
a young athlete in one sport with year-round 
training has become more of the majority 
rather than the minority. The magnitude of 
youth sports participation in the United States 
is overwhelming. There are approximately 35 
million children and young adults between 
the ages of six and 21 participating in sports. 
Training for these sports has become more 
sport-specific and nearly continuous, while 
overuse injuries are now common among 
young athletes. A recent study has shown that 
30 to 50 percent of all pediatric sports injuries 
are due to overuse and occur twice as frequent 
as acute injuries.

Overuse injuries result from repetitive 
trauma that leads to inflammation and/or 
local tissue damage. The tissue damage can 
result in tendonitis, stress fracture, synovitis, 
entrapment syndromes and ligament strains. 
These injuries are most likely to occur when 
the athlete changes their intensity or duration 
of training, as well as when the athlete is not 
well conditioned or not instructed in proper 
mechanics in performing their sport with in-
creased stress in their joints. There are many 

factors, both intrinsic and extrinsic, that 
contribute to overuse injury. Some intrinsic 
factors include growth of the athlete in which 
their growth cartilage becomes susceptible to 
repetitive stress, inflexibility, muscle imbal-
ance/weakness, prior injury and inadequate 
conditioning. Some extrinsic factors include 
too-rapid training progression and/or inad-
equate rest, inappropriate equipment, incor-
rect sport technique/mechanics, training on 
hard or uneven surfaces and adult or peer 
pressure to succeed.

Some of the most common overuse inju-
ries seen in young athletes are “Little League 
elbow” or injury to the medial compartment of 
the throwing elbow in the overhand thrower, 
shin splints in the running athlete, shoulder 
tendonitis in the swimmer, knee pain in the fe-
male athlete and low back pain in the gymnast. 
Most of these injuries can be avoided by rec-
ognizing and understanding the factors that 
contribute to these injuries. Proper pre-season 
training to improve flexibility, conditioning 
and strength is vital to help avoid injury. Hav-
ing the proper coaching available is also criti-
cal to avoid repetitive stress injury and injury 
from improper mechanics in sport-specific ac-
tivities. As parents, we must protect our young 
athletes and most of all we must allow them 
to mature in their sport while not pushing 

Health
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“Having the public’s 
trust is primary in 

our mission to make 
Armstrong International 

the best it can be,  
both inside and out.”
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Saeed ahmed, m.d.
InternISt & nephrologISt

is back in kenner

3321 Florida Avenue • Kenner
504-469-4646
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SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

SMALL JOBS

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

Health

It is a well known fact that vac-
cines and preventive healthcare 
screenings can save your life. Och-
sner Medical Center-Kenner encour-

ages you to stay healthy by scheduling these screenings on a 
regular basis.

Dr. Terry Delord, Internist at OMC-Kenner, says that pre-
ventive screenings are paramount in early detection of disease. 

“The best chance for a successful treatment is dramatically 
improved when diseases are caught in early stages,” says Dr. 
Delord. Because some risk factors for illness are more obvious 
than others, these screenings may be the best opportunity to 
detect a problem before it has progressed.

The first step toward a healthy lifestyle is making an ap-
pointment with your primary care physician. Together, you and 
your doctor can create a preventive care plan based on your 
overall health, gender and age. Healthy adults who have no 
symptoms of disease should follow the general guidelines for 
adult preventive healthcare screenings. “Whether you obtain 
care from your primary care physician or another doctor, the 
most important thing is that you maintain the recommended 
schedule of screenings,” says Dr. Delord.

For women, routine mammograms and pap smears are 
vital tools in the early detection of breast and cervical cancer. 
For men, having regular PSA (prostate specific antigen) tests 
and testicular exams can prevent late stage prostate and tes-
ticular cancer. Colonoscopies are another important screening 
exam which can detect pre-cancerous polyps, allowing them to 
be removed before they become cancerous.

Ochsner-Kenner offers full range of potentially 
life-saving preventive screenings
By Paolo Zambito

Other conditions such as high blood pressure or elevated 
cholesterol levels may show no outward symptoms, but can lead 
to stroke, heart disease or other serious medical conditions. 
Once diagnosed, there are treatments for these conditions that 
may reduce or eliminate the risk factors associated with them.

While many people often associate them with children, 
vaccinations also play a crucial role in healthy adults. Dr. De-
lord says of the various vaccines that adults should receive, the 
annual flu vaccine is first and foremost the most important in 
keeping adults well. In addition, you should discuss with your 
doctor the possibility and appropriate timeframe for being vac-
cinated for shingles, pneumococcal, meningitis and tetanus.

All preventive healthcare screenings and vaccinations are 
offered at OMC-Kenner as the good health and well-being of 
our patients is our top priority. We hope that you will take the 
time to talk to your doctor and undergo the screenings neces-
sary to ensure your healthy future.

For more information about OMC-Kenner or to schedule 
an appointment, visit www.ochsner.org/locations/kenner or 
call 464-8588.  

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive officer at Och-
sner Medical Center-Kenner and has served in this role for 
six years. Zambito has been at the Kenner facility for over 
20 years. Zambito, who serves on the boards of the National 
Kidney Foundation of Louisiana and the Louisiana Extend-
ed Care Hospital of Kenner is also a member of the Jefferson 
Chamber of Commerce and the Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce of Louisiana. For more information of the services and 
physicians at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner call 464-8000.

High blood pressure silent killer that can be treated and controlled
By Allan Katz

High blood pressure is a common 
ailment among Americans, and es-
pecially so in South Louisiana where 
obesity, smoking, a fondness for alco-
hol and a love of delicious fried foods 
is common.

“We see it every day,” says Dr. Erin 
Brewer, a primary care physician 
at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. 

“Sometimes it’s in the family history 
– some people are a third or fourth 
generation in their family to have high 
blood pressure. Sometimes it’s a result 
of being overweight. Smoking is often 
a factor as is a habit of enjoying alco-
holic beverages on a regular basis. But, 
high blood pressure is usually only a 
silent killer if left untreated. We can 
usually control high blood pressure 
through a combination of medications, 
changes in the diet, giving up smoking 
and a reduction of alcohol intake. It is 
also important to exercise regularly, at 
least 30 minutes a day for at least five 
days of the week. High blood pressure 
is deadliest if you don’t go see your doc-
tor or ignore your doctor’s advice. If you 
don’t take your prescribed medications, 
that’s really looking for trouble.”

Dr. Brewer says gaining control 
over high blood pressure rather than 
allowing high blood pressure to deter-
mine your health is usually a matter of 
working closely with your physician. “In 
most instances, you don’t have to give 

up all the foods that you love but you 
will have to give up smoking and sharp-
ly cut back on your alcohol intake,” she 
says. “It has a lot to do with wanting to 
live and often involves some goals that 
you set for yourself – like being around 
to see your children or grandchildren 
graduate or get married. For some peo-
ple, it’s wanting to be around for their 
50th anniversary. Whatever it may be 
that you want to live to achieve, it’s cer-
tainly preferable to the complications 
for your heart, brain and kidneys that 
unchecked high blood pressure holds 
for your future.”

Dr. Brewer came to Louisiana in 
2000 after receiving her medical edu-
cation in the Northeast. She fell in love 
with South Louisiana and feels fortu-

nate to be working at Ochsner Medical 
Center-Kenner which she regards as 
a great community hospital. “I think 
the nicest people in the world live in 
South Louisiana,” she says. “There is a 
wonderful culture here that each gen-
eration values and works very hard to 
perpetuate.”

The problem, she says, is that 
many adults here know they are over-
weight, need to quit smoking, ought to 
cut back on alcohol intake and manage 
the stress in their lives better but are 
reluctant to go see a doctor because 
they don’t want to hear some bad news.

“If you’re one of those people,” says 
Dr. Brewer, “you need to come see one 
of us at Ochsner Medical Center-Ken-
ner and let us help you get straightened 
out. If you have high blood pressure, 
and that may very well be the case, we’ll 
prescribe medicines to help you get 
your blood pressure down. We’ll help 
you figure out an alternate diet that 
will make you healthier without taking 
all the fun out of eating and we’ll assist 
you in figuring out how to manage your 
load of stress so that you’re not always 
on the verge of a medical or mental cri-
sis. There are surely many things that 
you want to live for and we’ll help you 
come up with a program that gives you 
the best chance of being around for the 
things that matter to you.”  

Childbirth education classes will be held by Ochsner 
Medical Center-Kenner throughout 2012. Registration is 
required for all classes. Call 464-8365 for more informa-
tion or to register for a class.

Childbirth classes are held monthly on Saturdays in 
the auditorium on the seventh floor of Ochsner’s Medi-
cal Office Building, which is located next to the hospital. 
The classes are from 9:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. and will 
be held on April 14, May 12, June 9, July 14, August 11, 
September 8, October 13, November 10 and December 8.

Breastfeeding classes are held monthly from 6:00 
p.m. until 8:00 p.m. on Wednesdays in the Creole Room 
located on the first floor of the hospital. The dates are 
April 11, May 16, June 20, July 25, August 29, October 3, 
November 7 and December 12.

OMC-Kenner will present sibling classes in the Cre-
ole Room on Sundays from 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on April 
22, July 22 and October 28.

Unit tours of OMC-Kenner are available and can be 
scheduled by calling 464-8365.  

Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner offers free 
childbirth, breastfeeding 
and sibling classes

Dr Erin Brewer
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Diabetes is more common than most 
people realize. In fact, seven percent of the 
population suffers from diabetes and nearly 
one-third of these do not know they have the 
disease.

The Ochsner Diabetes Management 
Center, accredited by the American Diabetes 
Association, works to inform the community 
about the disease, prevent diabetes and help 
persons manage diabetes so they can live as 
healthfully as possible and avoid complica-
tions. While there is no cure, diabetes can be 
managed. Education is key to helping people 
with diabetes stay healthy from head to toe.

The staff of the Ochsner Diabetes Man-
agement Center, which includes a diabetes 

nurse educator and a registered dietitian, 
leads classes that serve as a comprehensive 
self-management program covering topics 
such as keeping blood sugar at safe levels.

A physician referral is necessary for the 
center. To learn more call 464-8646.

Ochsner-Kenner also holds free monthly 
diabetes support group meetings in the Och-
sner-Kenner Medical Office Building on the 
seventh floor in the auditorium. The classes 
start at 1:00 p.m. on the second Wednesday of 
every month. The meeting dates this year are 
April 11, May 9, June 13, July 11, August 8, Sep-
tember 12, October 10 and November 14. Call 
464-8646 to register.  

Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner offers help 
for those with diabetes

them to become superstars at too young an age. 
Pushing our children too hard at a young age, 
while expecting too much success early, can 
not only lead to overuse injuries during the 
year but cause that young athlete to “burn-out” 
and lose motivation to participate at all.   

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is 
president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports 
Therapy located at 3921 Williams Boule-

Young athlete and injuries
 from page 9

vard in Kenner and at two other locations 
in Metairie and on the West Bank. Good-
win graduated from LSU Medical School 
Department of Allied Health Department  
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The profes-
sionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports 
Therapy can be contacted via email at  
kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting  
www.orthosportstherapy.com.
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Massages, facials 
and a relaxing 
Mother’s Day.
Buy Mom a gift
card today at  
your local 
Massage Envy Spa.

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 13

It’s all about Mom!
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High Utility Bills?
Let the City of Kenner help you save money and 

make your home more comfortable.

Kenner Saves Energy
(504) 267-2037

www.KennerSavesEnergy.com

�e City of Kenner is providing FREE 
home energy check-ups to Kenner residents.

  �e COMPLETELY FREE check-up includes:
 FREE home energy assessment including 
 infrared imaging and a blower door test.

 FREE energy-saving products, like compact 
 �uorescent light bulbs.

 FREE how-to book with detailed instructions
 for over 200 home energy e�ciency projects.

Space is limited. Sign up today!

Paid for by an Energy E�ciency and Conservation Block Grant from the U.S. Department of Energy

Home generators explained
By Dan Dormady

Home

Since Hur-
ricane Katrina, 
there has been an 
increasing desire 
for homeowners to 

have a backup generator, either a perma-
nently installed standby generator system 
that can feed the entire house or a portable 
electric generator, which can provide lim-
ited use only.

A permanently installed standby emer-
gency home generator system can automati-
cally restore power to your house in about 
20 seconds. When the power goes out the 
generator automatically starts and contin-
ues to run until power is restored. You can 
choose a generator that delivers enough 
power for the entire house (including air 
conditioning) or go with a smaller unit and 
power selected circuits only, like the refrig-
erator, air conditioning and selected lights 
for basic survival.

These all-weather generators are in-
stalled outside the home and are wired 
through an automatic transfer switch to the 
main electrical panel. The use of an auto-
matic transfer switch is required when gen-
erators are connected to home wiring.

Home standby generator systems can 
be fueled by natural gas, diesel fuel or LP 
gas. The most common installation is con-
nected to the home’s natural gas line elimi-
nating the need to fill fuel tanks. Standby 
system capacities range from 6,000 watts up 
to 40,000 watts or more and will start auto-
matically even if you are not home.

The most economical way to supply 
power during a power outage is to use a por-
table generator of the appropriate wattage 
for your needs (at least 4000 to 6000 watts) 
running extension cords into the house to 
power selected appliances.

You have the option of just running ex-
tension cords to devices or you can have a 
licensed electrician install a power transfer 
switch connected to the house’s main elec-
trical panel that will automatically discon-
nect the home from the power grid when 
the generator is being used. Just fire up the 
generator, run a single extension cord into 
the transfer switch and power the circuits 
you need through the main circuit breaker. 
This eliminates the risk of electrical “back 
feed” injuring utility workers repairing 
downed power lines. Please check with your 
local utility company and the local building 
department before installing a hard-wired 
generator.

A small portable gasoline-powered 
electric generator can provide power for 
TVs, small kitchen appliances, hair dryers, 
power tools, lights and other comforts of 
civilization. Most are gasoline-powered, but 
a few run on diesel, and some models have 
multi-fuel capabilities, running on gasoline, 
propane or natural gas.

According to the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission the misuse of the porta-
ble power sources killed at least five people 
and sickened dozens more after Hurricane 
Katrina.

Generator safety needs a thorough dis-
cussion but here are some basics regarding 

portable generators. The very first thing to 
do is read the instruction booklet or manual 
that came with the generator. If the manual 
is lost or missing contact the generator’s 
manufacturer. Never use a generator in-
doors or in an attached garage. A portable 
generator is an internal combustion engine 
that exhausts a deadly gas called carbon 
monoxide or CO. CO is odorless and color-
less and you can be overcome if the genera-
tor is indoors. Place the generator outdoors 
in a well-ventilated, dry area, away from air 
intakes to the home where exhaust fumes 
will not enter into enclosed spaces. The 
generator should be protected from direct 
exposure to rain.

The correct way to use a generator is to 
connect a heavy-duty, outdoor-rated power 
cord with a sufficient wire gauge to handle 
the electrical load to the generator. All gen-
erators have a power rating and should be 
used only when necessary to power a lim-
ited number of appliances or equipment. 
The total wattage used by the appliances 
should be less than the output rating of the 
generator. If you put too many appliances 
on the generator it could seriously damage 
the appliances and electronics. Overloading 
the generator could also cause fires in the 
power cord.

Make sure your generator is properly 
grounded to avoid electrical shocks. Check 
the generator owner’s manual for correct 
grounding information. Extinguish all flames 
or cigarettes when handling the generator. 
Shut off the generator before refueling. Turn 
off all equipment powered by the generator 
before shutting it down. Always have a fully-
charged, approved fire extinguisher located 
near the generator. Many generator parts 
are hot enough to burn you during opera-
tion. Stay away from the muffler and other 
hot areas. Keep children away from portable 
electric generators at all times.

If you have any questions regarding se-
lecting a back-up generator for your home, 
consult a professional first before purchas-
ing or operating a generator.  

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed pro-
fessional engineer and licensed home 
inspector and the president of Criterium-
Dormady Engineers, a locally owned con-
sulting engineering firm specializing in 
residential and commercial building in-
spection services. Dormady can be reached 
at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 
70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.
net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ web-
site is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Happy Easter



Ages 3-12 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 Session 1 June 4 to June 15 
 Session 2 June 18 to June 29 
 Session 3 July 2 to July 13 
  No Camp July 4th 
 Session 4 July 16 to July 27 
 Adventure Week July 30 to August 3 

 
Registration fee 

$25 per child (includes camp shirt) 
 

Camp fees  
 Session 1 - 4 $140 per session 
 Adventure Week $115 
 Before care $8 per session  
  7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 
 After care $16 per session  
  3:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

 
*MONEY ORDERS ONLY FOR CAMP   

*Sibling discounts available 

Athletics 
468-7211 

Leisure Service   
468-7268 or 468-7284 

www.kenner.la.us 
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TUMBLE TOTS – AGES 3 - 5 
Using our tot-sized gymnastics equipment, we instruct your children 
in the exploration of basic body movement, gymnastics body positions, 
strength and flexibility on all events with the main focus in tumbling on 
floor. Instructor: Brittany Gaspard and Taylor Tibbs.

Wednesday
June 6 - August 1
5:00 p.m. - 5:45 p.m. Barbre Gym
5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Class fee: $30

HIP HOP – AGES 8 & UP
Learn the latest hip hop moves and combine them for a fun and 
energetic routine to hottest music. Hip hop is an excellent way for kids 
to stay in shape and improve confidence. Wear loose clothes and tennis 
shoes. Students will have a small performance at the end of the session.  
Instructor: Sarah Gaitan.

Tuesday
June 19 - July 31 Fassbender Center 
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  Class fee: $40

TENNIS – AGES 7-14
Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve balance, 
mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out and see why they say 
tennis is a “sport for a lifetime” This class consist of 8 lessons and ends 
with a fun tournament! Instructor: Ellie Chavis, USTA and PTR certified.

Thursday
June 7 - Aug. 2
5 p.m. - 6 p.m. - Beginner  Alabama Tennis Courts
6 p.m. - 7 p.m. - Adv. Beginner Class fee: $40

KARATE – AGES 6-14
This is a Tae Kwon Do karate class that will teach self esteem, confidence, 
discipline, positive thinking, eye-hand coordination, balance, flexibility, 
self defense and respect for others. Instructors: Candace Frisard, Daniel 
Truxillo & Matthew Hinkamp.

Tuesday & Thursday  
May 15 - Aug. 16 Barbre Gym
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Class fee: $55

MANGA MINI-SERIES – AGES 9 - 15 
This is a three-week class that will teach you how to create your own 
manga characters and develop a story to create an original Manga book. 
All supplies included just bring your creativity! Instructor: Marian Hebert.

Thursday
June 7 - June 21 Fassbender Center
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Class fee: $25

     MODELING – AGES 6 - 12 
Students will be instructed on poise, public 

speaking, self esteem and respect for others. 
A modeling routine will be taught and students will 

model a selection of dress wear at the end of program 
show. Instructors: Debbie Reese and Jennifer Cole.

 Thursday
 June 21 - August 2 Fassbender Center

 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Class fee: $35

JR. PRODUCTION CREW – AGES 10 & UP 
“Get Into the Act” is a behind the scenes theatrical workshop that will focus on how 

to create props, scenic designs, show tickets and programs and assist backstage. Show 
off your creative skills at our summer performing arts show.  

Instructors: Jennifer Cole and Sarah Gaitan.  
 Wednesday

 June 20 - Aug 8 Fassbender Center
 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Class fee: $30

THEATRE – AGES 7 & UP 
Whether you are interested in acting, singing and/or dancing this program is for you! This class will help improve your self-
confidence, memory, public speaking, discipline, social skills and more. Class will culminate with a show at the end of the 

program. Instructors: Debbie Reese, Jennifer Cole and Sarah Gaitan.
 Monday and Wednesday 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (ages 7 - 9)
 June 18 - Aug 8 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. (ages 10 & up)
 Fassbender Center Class fee: $50

Teen TheATRe ClASS AnD peRFoRMAnCe FoRMInG. CAll 468-7268 FoR InFo.

KICKIN’ KEDS – AGES 6 & UP   NEW!  
Bring a pair of new or used canvas styled shoes. (ex. Keds or Converse) We 
will help you develop a unique design to pump up your kicks! Instructor: 
Brenda Gruber.

Saturday Fassbender Center
August 6  Workshop fee: $10
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

PINTSIZE PAINT PARTY – AGES 6 & UP
“Summertime Snowball” is the name of the painting you will complete! 
All supplies and snacks included to make this a HOT party. Instructor: 
Brenda Gruber.

Saturday
June 9   Fassbender Center
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  Workshop fee: $15

VENUS TRANSIT 2012 – AGES 6 & UP 
Come witness this “once in a lifetime” opportunity! Venus will be 
transiting the sun and we will be set up with a sun filtered telescope 
for you to witness it. We will provide commemorative sun-safe viewing 
glasses for you to use and take home as a souvenir. The next time this 
will happen will be December 11, 2117.

Tuesday
June 5  Rivertown Planetarium
5:00 p.m. - sunset  Workshop fee: $5

BATON WORKSHOP – AGES - 10 & UP 
This workshop will teach you basic twirling techniques and advance to 
more difficult baton tricks and marching routines. You must provide your 
own baton. Instructor: Jennifer Cole.

Tuesday
June 19 - July 31   Fassbender Bldg. B
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  Class fee: $35

2012 Leisure service summer Program
chiLdren & Teens

ARTWORKS – AGES 6 - 11
Learn to have fun with art! Young artists will be introduced to the fun-
filled world of drawing and painting. They will use watercolors and 
acrylics to complete their paintings. The camp will end with an art  
show. Please send your child with an old shirt to use while painting. 
Supplies included in class fee. Instructor: Judy Erwin.

Monday - Friday
June 18 - June 22 July 16 - July 20
Ages 6 - 8 Ages 6 - 8
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Ages 9 - 11 Ages 9 - 11
1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Fassbender Center Camp fee: $45 (per session)

TEEN ART CAMP – AGES 12 - 17
Teens will explore the basics of pencil drawing, watercolor and acrylics. 
Each student will complete the program with at least 3 projects. Limited 
to 10 students. All supplies included. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Monday - Friday
June 4 - June 8
July 9 - July 13 Fassbender Center
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Camp fee: $45 (per session)

ART A LA CARTE CAMP – AGES 6 - 10
This is an arts and crafts class that will explore creativity and 
imagination. Paints, clay, glue, collages and more will be used to create 
engaging hands-on projects. The opportunities are endless. All supplies 
included. Instructor: Lisa Hebert.

Monday - Friday
June 25 - June 29 
July 23 - July 27 Fassbender Center
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Camp fee: $45 (per session)

STORYTIME ART CAMP – AGES 3 - 5   
Children will create puppets inspired by the images and characters 
introduced from fairy tales. A variety of fun and unique crafts will be 
made to expand their imagination and bring the stories to life. The 
students will perform in a brief puppet show on Friday for their parents. 
Instructor: Lisa Hebert.

Monday - Friday
June 11 - June  15
July 9 - July 13  Fassbender Center
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Camp fee: $45 (per session)

KENNER KLAY CAMP – AGES 7 – 16  
This is a great class to introduce your child to contemporary ceramics. All 
paints and brushes included in the class fee. Student must purchase own 
pieces. Class will end with a ceramic show. Call 468-7593 for more info. 

Monday - Friday 
June 4 - July 14 July 16 - July 20   
June 18 - June 22 July 30 - August 3
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Camp fee: $45
Fassbender Center (per session)

CHEERLEADING CAMP – AGES 3 - 14
This is a one-week camp that will teach basic technique and stunts. A 
routine will be taught throughout the week and performed for parents on 
the last day of camp. Bring a bag lunch. 

Monay - Friday 
June 11 - June 15 July 16 - July 20
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Woodlake Gym Camp fee: $70 per session

GYMNASTICS CAMP – AGES 4 - 14
This is a gymnastics camp where boys and girls learn skills on vault, 
bars, beam and floor. This camp is jam-packed with gymnastics, games, 
and arts and crafts! Parents will be invited for an open house on the last 
day! Bring a bag lunch.

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
May 29 - June 1 Aug. 6 - Aug. 8
Barbre Gym Camp fee: $60 per session

TUMBLING – AGES  6-14   
This is for boys and girls to help enhance their tumbling skills. Beginner 
classes start at forward rolls and advance to backbend kick-overs. 
The advanced beginner class must be able to do their backbend from 
standing and will start at back handsprings and advance to back tucks. 
Instructor: Brittany Gaspard.

Monday    
June 4 - July 30
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.  (Beg.)  Barbre Gym 
5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.  (Adv. Beg.)  Class fee: $35

 

Registration is taken weekdays from
8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. beginning April 9th

at the Recreation office on 1905 24th Street.

For more information call the Leisure Service 
Office or visit our website at www.kenner.la.us

Follow Kenner Parks and Recreation on Facebook 
for continuous updates.

Leisure Services – 468-7268 or 468-7284
Ceramics – 468-7593

Leisure services

Performing arTs
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LINE DANCE FITNESS II
Know all the “basic” line dances? If you are ready to learn more 
complicated line dances while getting a fantastic workout, sign up for 
this class. Instructor: Dave Sepulveda.

Thursday    
May 10 - June 21  
July 5 - August 16 Rivertown Exhibition Hall 
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Session fee: $35

COUPLE DANCING
Work off the calories while learning how to salsa, merengue, cha cha, 
swing, Western two-step, zydeco, Jamaica and more. Dancing as a couple 
is back in style. Instructor: Dave Sepulveda.

Thursday    
May 10 - June 21  
July 5 - August 16 Rivertown Exhibition Hall 
7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Session fee: $60

KENNER KLAY STUDIOS
Ceramics is back and better than ever. Sign up for the class of 
your choice or come join us during our open studio time on the 1st 
Saturday of the month from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. for $5. (Kenner 
Klay Studios - 468-7593.)

Beginners Intermediate Advanced
Monday Monday Tuesday
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Fee: $15/month Fee: $25/month 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
  Fee: $35/month

ART WITH ACRYLICS
Learn the exciting and versatile medium of acrylics! You will be taught 
the basics and develop your unique creative touch. Supply list is given at 
registration. Instructor: Jane Read.

Monday
May 14 - June 18 
July 9 - August 13
Day/10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Fassbender Center
Night/6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Session fee: $40

PAINT FOR FUN
An adult oil painting “recreation art” class that will amaze each student 
with a finished painting. Students will receive an art supply list on the 
first day of class. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Tuesday Wednesday 
May 15 - June 19 May 16 - June 20
July 10 - August 14 July 11 - August 15
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center Fassbender Center
Session fee: $40 Session fee: $40

WATERCOLOR
Learn the basic watercolor techniques. Beginner knowledge of drawing is 
not necessary. Supply list will be given at registration. Instructor: Marian 
Hebert.

Wednesday Thursday
May 16 - June 20 May 17 - June 21  
July 11 - August 15 July 12 - August 16
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Fassbender Center Fassbender Center
Session fee: $40 Session fee: $40

TENNIS LESSONS
Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve balance, 
mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out and see why they say 
tennis is a “sport for a lifetime.” This class consists of 8 lessons and 
ends with a fun tournament! Instructor: Ellie Chavis and A.J. Guttierrez, 
USTA and PTR certified.

Tuesday Wednesday
June 5 - July 24 June 6 - July 25
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. 9 a.m. - 10 a.m.
 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Alabama Courts Cannes Brulee Courts
Class fee: $40 Class fee: $40

TENNIS LEAGUES
Leagues are not for beginners. Awards will be given at the end of the 
league. Registration remains open until leagues are filled. Call 468-7268 
for league start dates.

Kenner resident league fee: $40
Non-Kenner resident league fee: $45

FAMILY FITNESS – AGES 6 & UP   
Introduces beginner students to the fundamentals of yoga, posture, 
and breath. This bonding class will build concentration, create energy 
and bring a calming relaxing sensation to both you and your child. 
There is a strong emphasis on form and alignment in the poses as well 
as specially sequenced energetic restorative poses. Please bring a mat 
and a towel. Instructor: Amanda Mitchell.

Thursday Fassbender Center
June 14 - August 2 Class fee: $35
7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. One parent and one child

PEANUT BUTTER JELLY TIME – AGES 6 & UP
Tired of making the same sandwich? Bring your child or grandchild 
to learn new ways to eat peanut butter and jelly. You will learn new 
recipes for cookies, cupcakes, brownies pies and more. This class is 
sure to be a hit! All supplies included. 

Saturday Fassbender Center
July 28 Workshop fee: $25 per family
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. One parent and one child

PAINTED PARASOLS – AGES 6 & UP  
Join us to design and paint or decorate a vinyl umbrella. Perfect for use 
on a sunny or rainy day. You and your child/grandchild will have a great 
time creating this unique piece. All supplies included for one parent 
and one child.  Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Saturday Fassbender Center
May 19 Workshop fee: $20
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. One parent and one child

BUILD WITH ME – AGES 5 - 8    
Join your child to build a rubber band powered speed boat and a mini 
treasure chest. You will get to paint or stain the finished project and 
test the boat out in the water. You bring a hammer and we supply the 
rest.

Saturday
June 16 Heritage Park
10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Workshop fee: $25

2012 Leisure service summer Program
ParenT & chiLd

aduLT

A.M. BODY SCULPT
Are you a “morning person” and want to get your body back in shape? 
Join this great fitness program to build and sculpt muscles, strengthen 
your core, improve your strength and flexibility while burning fat and 
calories. Please bring 3-5 lb. hand weights. Instructor: Mary Bergeron, 
AFAA Certified.

Monday, Wednesday & Friday
May 14 - June 29   
July 2 - August 17  Fassbender Center
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Session fee: $40

BODY WORKOUT IN THE P.M.
This is a combination three-day program. The class will focus on burning 
fat, increasing metabolism, ab work, strengthening with hand weights 
and cardio alternate with aerobics and kickboxing. At the end of each 
class will be stretching and relaxation techniques. Instructor: Mary 
Bergeron, AFAA Certified.

Monday, Wednesday & Friday
May 14 - June 29   
July 2 - August 17  Fassbender Center
6:15 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. Session fee: $40

ZUMBA IN THE P.M.
This is a Latin-inspired, dance fitness class that incorporates Latin 
and international music and dance movements such as meringue, 
salsa, cumbia, reggaetone, samba, cha-cha, flamenco, belly dance and 
more. This will create a dynamic, exciting and effective fitness system. 
Instructor: Tim Davis & Kierra Young.

Monday, Wednesday & Friday Wednesday & Friday 
May 14 - June 29 May 16 - June 29
July 2 - August 17 July 6 - August 17
5:15 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center Wentwood Adult Gym
Session fee: $40 Session fee: $35

YOGA I
This class introduces beginning students to the fundamentals of posture 
and breath. The class is also suitable for continuing students or anyone 
who, due to stiffness, lack of strength or other limitations, would benefit 
from yoga. Please bring a mat and a towel. Instructor: Amanda Mitchell.

Tuesday & Thursday
May 15 - June 27
July 3 - August 15 Fassbender Center
6:30p.m.-7:30p.m. Session fee: $35
   
LINE DANCE FITNESS
Learn the newest line dances for exercise and fun. Latin, disco, oldies, top 
40, rhythm & blues, country and more will also be used to teach all the 
dances. Instructor: Dave Sepulveda.

Thursday    
May 10 - June 21  
July 5 - August 16 Rivertown Exhibition Hall 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Session fee: $35

  

don’T  
miss our 
one day  

WorkshoPs 
LisTed on 

 Page 4!
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CENTRALIZED REGISTRATION
Participants must report to their local playground. If you are a first time participant  

or you have an expired ID in any sports program, you must go to  
the Kenner Parks & Recreation Office at 1905 24th St. for processing.

Please bring an original birth certificate and proof of residency!

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 468-7211

LET’S DIP 
Join us for this COOL class! You will learn how to make several cool, healthy and delicious 
recipes perfect for the summer! These will be great for a BBQ, day at the park or hanging 
at the pool. Bring a mixing bowl and spoon and we supply the rest!
Saturday
June 23  Fassbender Center
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  Workshop fee: $20

P.M. PAINT PARTY
Enjoy a night out with friends, refreshments and painting! This is a unique experience to 
see how talented you can be. Each person will leave with a completed painting at the end 
of the night. All supplies included. 
Friday
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
May 18 - “All About Shoes”
June 15 - “Big Easy Cocktail”
July 20 - “Feel the Music”
August 10 - “Fleur de Chandelier”
Workshop fee: $25

WHAT’S BUGGING YOU? 
This class will cover ways to avoid and prevent pests, such as weeds, insects and 
diseases. We will discuss how to treat problems if they arise, including sustainable 
methods that have a lower impact on the environment. This class is sponsored by the 
Monsanto Company. Registration is still required and all other policies still apply.
Tuesday
May 22  Fassbender Center
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Workshop fee: FREE

ChILDREN PROgRAMS
Soccer registration begins May 7, 2012.

Football, Cheerleading, Volleyball & Bounceball
  begins August 6, 2012.

 Call 468-7211 for more information

2012 summer Leisure service & aThLeTic Programs

one day WorkshoPs

 

dance & 
gymnasTics 

regisTraTion 
augusT 18Th

Leisure Service Office
468-7268 

OR 468-7284

2012 CITY OF KENNER
HOLIDAY CALENDAR

NO pROgRAms OR CLAssEs wILL bE HELD ON THE CITY OF KENNER 
HOLIDAYs LIsTED AbOvE. CLAssEs OR pROgRAms THAT OCCuR ON A 

HOLIDAY wILL NOT bE REsCHEDuLED.

memorial Day mon., may 28
Independence Day wed., July 4
Labor Day mon., sept. 3
Thanksgiving Day Thurs., Nov. 22
veterans Day (observed) Fri., Nov. 23
Christmas Eve mon., Dec. 24
Christmas Day Tues., Dec. 25
New Year’s Eve mon., Dec. 31
New Year’s Day Tues., Jan. 1

Check out the Adult leagues 
KPRD has to offer:

 Flag football, Basketball,
Softball, Cabbageball

Mixed leagueS in: 
Softball, Cabbageball and Volleyball

Call Johnie after 2:00 p.m. at 
468-7211 for more information.
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    Your Hair Loss…
           Our Solution… $299

Men or Women  •  No Contract  •  Free Consultation
Complete Privacy  •  Includes 100% human hair  

non-surgical graft and application…Totally Undetectable

Hair Styles Unlimited
                     Salon & Spa

3635 Florida Ave • Kenner, LA • 504-464-5949

Specializing in hair restoration, extensions, and alternative hair.

www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com
Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977

You Can Change Your Graft 

Daily, Weekly, or Monthly.

It’s Your Choice
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St. Jerome
Knights of Columbus

 
Apr. 20, May 18, Jun. 15, Jul. 20, Aug. 17, Sep. 21, Oct. 19, Nov. 16, Dec. 21

Lent Dates Feb. 24 thru Apr. 6 • 11am - 7pm

Seafood Dinners

Fish Plates  •  Shrimp Plates  •  Soft Shell Crab 
Stuffed Crab Plates  •  Shrimp Creole  •  Combo Plates

Super Seafood Plate  •  Crawfish Kickers  •  Hush Puppies
Seafood Gumbo  •  Grilled Shrimp Salad   •   Crawfish Etoufee

Phone-in Orders • Visa/Mastercard Accepted
3310 Florida Ave. • Kenner, LA 70065 • 469-6736 or 352-7107
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Automotive

Do you hear 
loud noises under 
the hood when you 
turn on your vehi-
cle’s air condition-
er? Do you only get 

cool air sporadically? If so, it is time to get your 
air conditioning system checked. It’s real easy 
to take your car’s air conditioner for granted. 
Just push the right buttons and out comes cool, 
dry, clean air. But your air conditioning system 
needs attention from time to time to help it 
keep its cool.

When most people hear the words “air 
conditioning problems,” it sends a shiver up 
their spine. That is because the air condition-

ing system is fairly complex. It has a lot of parts 
and when it’s broken, it’s expensive to repair.

What things can we do to prevent air con-
ditioning breakdowns?

A common cause of air conditioning fail-
ure is leaks. Water and air can leak into the 
system. The system doesn’t work as well with 
air in it. And water can cause rust that leads 
to damage of the air conditioning components. 
Also, refrigerant, the stuff that makes the air 
cold, can leak out, reducing the efficiency of 
the system, making it work harder to cool the 
air. Periodically evacuating the air condition-
ing system and recharging it keeps the proper 
amount of clean refrigerant in the system so it 
cools better and lasts longer.

You should also run the air conditioner 
regularly, even during winter, so that it lu-
bricates itself and keeps the seals from dry-
ing out, which leads to leaks. Your vehicle’s 
owner’s manual will have recommendations 
for how often to service your air conditioner. 
Of course, if it’s not working right, now is the 
time to get it checked. Many service centers 
can inspect and test your air conditioning 
and offer evacuation and recharge services. A 
quick inspection can help you avoid having to 
bring your air conditioner in for major repairs.

New environmental laws have stopped 
the manufacture of Freon, a refrigerant that 
was common in cars made before 1993. There 
is a very limited supply of Freon so the price 

is very steep. It may not be worth its weight 
in gold, but it probably is worth its weight in 
silver. If you have an older vehicle that uses 
Freon, you may want to consider having it ret-
rofitted to use the new R134-A refrigerant. It 
will pay for itself in the long run. So, if your A/C 
is just a lot of hot air, it’s time to take it in for 
an inspection.   

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of 
Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-
owned and operated full-service tire and 
automotive shop, located at 4200 Williams 
Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 
a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. 
Scotty’s website is www.scottystireauto.com.

Air conditioning service necessary on your vehicle to get through summer
By Scott Zimmerman

On March 27, 2012, Kenner Mayor Mi-
chael S. Yenni announced a new coopera-
tive endeavor agreement had been reached 
with East Jefferson General Hospital for 
upgraded emergency medical services 
within the city, at no additional cost to 
Kenner. Other Jefferson Parish municipali-
ties fund EMS with property tax revenue.

With the new upgrade three ambulanc-
es will be assigned to Kenner along with a 
permanent sprint unit available 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. The previous agree-
ment provided two ambulances and had 
no provisions for a sprint unit. The sprint 
unit is manned by a highly trained supervi-
sor that can rapidly get to the scene and 
stabilize a patient prior to the arrival of a 
transport ambulance. The ambulances will 
be stationed at Kenner Fire Department 
Stations 35, 37 and 38. As an additional 
service, East Jefferson General Hospital 

will provide emergency medical services at 
no cost for city events and functions.

The ambulances and sprint units as-
signed to Kenner will be identified with 
the Kenner city seal.

East Jefferson General Hospital Emer-
gency Medical Service has mutual aid 
agreements with other EMS service com-
panies in the area, such as Acadian Ambu-
lance, to handle large scale multi-casualty 
events, peak times and periods of high call 
volume.

Mayor Yenni stated, “I am pleased to 
continue our relationship with East Jeffer-
son General Hospital in providing these vi-
tal EMS services. This is another example 
of how we have been successful in obtain-
ing quality service along with upgraded 
services to our citizens at the lowest price 
possible, and in this case at no cost to the 
city.”  

Yenni announces emergency medical 
service upgrades, adds ambulance and 24/7 
emergency sprint unit at no cost to city

Government
Kenner city officials elated with monetary success of Mardi Gras Museum auction
By Alan Katz 

Kenner officials are shaking their 
heads and smiling in pleasant disbelief that 
a March 8 auction of Mardi Gras items at 
the now-closed Mardi Gras Museum in Ri-
vertown grossed some $44,000, more than 
four times what was anticipated.

“This certainly tells all of us that we 
should never underestimate the passionate 
love that people have for Mardi Gras and its 
symbols,” said Kenner Chief Administrative 
Officer Mike Quigley. “People were bidding 
for items that we had not planned to include 
in the auction. We are very pleased by the 
outcome of the auction.”

The administration of Mayor Michael S. 
Yenni is closing the Mardi Gras Museum in 
Rivertown, and other museums as well, be-
cause they do not draw well and the finan-

cially hard-pressed city is unable to subsi-
dize the attractions.

“The vast majority of small cities are not 
in the museum business because they simply 
cannot afford it. In lieu of displaying these ar-
tifacts in a museum, we are happy to be able to 
lawfully place them where they can be appre-
ciated again. As an added bonus, we get some 
revenues to invest back into the Rivertown 
development. The master plan for redevelop-
ment calls for limiting the amount of subsidized 
museums and converting them to commercial 
developments,” said Quigley.

Ken Marroccoli, head of Kenner Parks and 
Recreation, says he thinks that another factor in 
the success of the auction was the involvement 
of two local Mardi Gras experts. “It was a great 
stroke when we got Arthur Hardy and Herbie 

LeBlanc involved,” said Marroccoli. “They are 
true, respected Mardi Gras experts and when 
they put the word out that our auction would in-
clude genuine historic objects that have never 
been available to the public before at any price, 
people who love Mardi Gras recognized this was 
an once-in-a-lifetime deal. The credibility of 
Hardy and LeBlanc became our credibility and, 

as a result, it went incredibly well.”
Hardy, who is seen on WDSU-TV is also 

the long-time publisher of the Mardi Gras 
Guide and LeBlanc is head of the Mardi Gras 
Memorabilia Society. “Where Mardi Gras is 
concerned, those guys are the gold standard,” 
said Marroccoli.   
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Banking

Some people 
fail to save, some 
use credit cards 
too much and some 
have a bad QVC 
habit.

Most of us know what our financial weak-
ness is. What is yours and how can you beat it?

It turns out that a lot of work has been 
done on habits and changing behaviors. Many 
of the ideas are time-tested and can work to 
solve financial bad habits, too.

Let’s start with a simple bad habit, such 
as a shopping addiction. It could be QVC, a 
TV show. If you don’t know about QVC – then 
good. It could also be Internet shopping or the 
old fashioned trip to the mall or Wal-Mart.

The first step to beating a bad financial 
habit is to look at the specific times that you 
engage in the behavior. Most of us have fairly 
predictable patterns and the first step to 
breaking the habit is to change the pattern.

If you always watch the home shopping 
channel at a certain time, plan another activi-
ty, preferably one out of the house. It can be as 
simple as a walk with friends or washing the 
car. Whatever you choose to do, make a new 
habit and displace the old habit. It is hard to 
just stop and not do something else instead. 
That is where the old saying came about, “You 
can’t replace something with nothing.”

Naturally when you try to start a new 
habit there will be relapses. Ask anyone who 
has quit smoking how many times they tried 
before succeeding. Habits form slowly so ex-
pect to replace them slowly and do not beat 
yourself up if you fail a few times. Everyone 
fails before they succeed. When you under-
stand that there will be relapses you can avoid 
self criticism and instead, start over with new 
determination.

Another way to change is to design a re-
ward for success. It could be reading a chap-
ter in a best seller mystery or a glass of wine 

or anything else that gives you an end focus 
rather than focusing solely on the bad habit. 
With a reward at the end, your focus can be 
the reward, not the task in front of you.

Change something else. Try answering 
the phone with the other hand, driving to work 
a different way or changing your morning 
drink from coffee to tea. By changing some-
thing else you are training your brain to be 
flexible. This flexibility will help you to change 
the bad financial habit.

Eat right. This is always a good idea. But 
we now know that low blood sugar leads to 
weak will power. If you eat a balanced meal 
that includes protein as well as fruit and veg-
etables you will have a much better chance of 
exerting your will power. It is also a good idea 
to eat healthy snacks so that you don’t get hun-
gry and lose your will power.

Bad financial habits can be broken. One 
additional way to break your bad habits is to 
enlist help. I gave up desserts for Lent. When 

I am at buffet or a group meal I ask friends to 
help, by saying something like, “If you see me 
going for a cookie, grab my hand.” This keeps 
it light but it gets my friends on my side to help 
me achieve my goal. This can really help be-
cause now you have allies and you don’t want 
to fail in front of your friends. You will be using 
peer pressure to help meet your goals.

As always your local community banker 
is here to help you with good habits, like a 
systematic savings plan or a debt reduction 
plan.   

Guy Williams is president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust 
Company. Their Kenner branch office is 
located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian 
Behlar, branch manager, can be contacted 
at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and 
Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

What are your worst financial habits?
By Guy Williams

Community

A new flagpole was erected at the entrance to the Chateau Lakefront Subdivision. 
Kenner District 4 Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch provided the funding. 

The dedication ceremony with Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni was held on March 
17, 2012. In attendance, along with Yenni and DeFrancesch, were officers and members 
of the Chateau Lakefront Civic Organization and its president Gordon Shaw, along with 
other residents of the Chateau Lakefront subdivision. Members of the Oliver Pollock 
Kenner Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution were in attendance, as 
well. After remarks by the mayor and DeFrancesch the ceremony concluded with the 
mayor and members of the D.A.R. hoisting the American flag.   

Flagpole at  Chateau Lakefront  
subdivision dedicated
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Kenner Police Department
Drug Tip Hotline

466-3073

The Esplanade mall in Kenner invites 
local business leaders to the inception of a 
Business Palooza, taking place in the mall’s 
center court. The event will be held on 
Thursday, April 26, 2012. This open house-
style event is designed to allow business 
leaders to network, build beneficial rela-
tionships and learn of resources they can 
use to enhance their company.

Jefferson Parish Economic Develop-
ment Commission (JEDCO) will host three 
seminars throughout the evening and will 
be offering a variety of resources for small 
business owners.

The event is free and open to the communi-
ty and will be held from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.

The Esplanade mall is located at 1401 W. 
Esplanade Avenue in Kenner.   

The Esplanade mall presents a “Business Palooza”
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2158 Kenner Ave. • Kenner, LA
Licensed & Insured

www.bbbconstruction.com

Roofing • Patio Covers • Carports
Glass Rooms • Siding • Window Screens
Windows Re-Screening  • Screen Rooms
Replacement Windows • Pool Enclosures

triple

CONSTRUCTION, CO.

FREE ESTIMATES
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Convert existing tub
into a shower

Replace existing tub 
with a shower stall

www.step-n-shower.com
Accepts MedicAid
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Health

Knee osteoarthritis (OA) or degenera-
tive arthritis is a very common musculoskel-
etal condition. Primary OA, more common 
than secondary OA, is a result of biologic 
changes in cartilage followed by cartilage 
breakdown due to mechanical forces. Pri-

mary OA is a gradual wear-and-tear condition that becomes more com-
mon with advancing age. Secondary OA can occur at a younger age and 
is usually a result of significant trauma or injury.

Diagnosis of knee OA is made by a careful history, physical exami-
nation and radiographs. Important factors in history include activity 
level, previous injuries and prior treatment including any previous sur-
gery. Patients usually report activity-related pain that may be sensitive 
to changes in barometric pressure. Knee pain at rest can occur as OA 
becomes severe. Patients may complain of mechanical symptoms such 
as catching or locking in the knee. Physical examination should include 
an evaluation of limb alignment, range of motion, swelling, crepitus,  
tenderness and stability. Radiographs (X-rays) including weight-bear-
ing views with the knee flexed are important in making the diagnosis 
of knee OA. Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) is helpful in patients 
showing minimal radiographic changes with findings suggestive of a 
meniscus or focal cartilage abnormality.

Treatment of knee OA includes surgical and nonsurgical options. 
Modification of lifestyle such as avoidance of high impact activities 
and weight loss can decrease symptoms of knee OA. Physical therapy 
including muscular strengthening, flexibility and modalities can be 
helpful. Patients with OA involving primarily one knee compartment 
may benefit from use of an unloader brace which functions by unload-
ing the arthritic compartment. Use of acetaminophen or nonsteroidal 
anti-inflammatory medication is useful in reducing symptoms of knee 
OA. Glucosamine and chondroitan sulfate are protective agents that 
can decrease cartilage degeneration although recent studies have not 
shown conclusive evidence of benefit to patients with knee OA. Intra-
articular steroid injections are helpful in alleviating inflammation 

Knee osteoarthritis: A common cause of knee pain
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

for a few days to several months. Viscosupplement injec-
tions for knee OA have been used successfully for over a 
decade. Depending on severity of OA these injections can 
relieve symptoms of knee OA for up to six to eight months. 
Arthroscopy can be beneficial in certain patients with 
knee OA and symptomatic meniscus tears and cartilage 
flap tears. Osteotomy is a realignment procedure that is 
used to unload the arthritic knee compartment in younger, 
more active patients. Unicompartmental or total knee re-
placement is definitive treatment for severe knee OA. In 
order to diagnose and learn about treatment options for 

knee OA, an evaluation by an orthopedic surgeon is recom-
mended.  

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified or-
thopedic surgeon with over 10 years experience. The 
Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine is a multi-
specialty center dedicated to complete musculoskel-
etal care with focused expertise in shoulder and knee 
injuries. Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie. 
For additional information call 467-5900 or visit  
www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

Chateau
Golf and Country Club

Chateau Golf and Country Club  
Children’s Summer Programs

OPEN TO PUBLIC

Golf Clinics – Ages 7 & up
Interactive golf clinic – 9 to 10:30 am, Tuesday – Friday
Putting, chipping & bunker shots, long & short Irons, fairway woods &  
tee shots Other activities are Chateau Putt Putt, golf course etiquette,  
dress code & actual playing on the course
Sessions: June 5 – 8, June 19 – 22, July 10 -13, July 24 – 27
Member rate: $65 per member per session
Non-member rate: $85 per non-member
Includes Chateau Jr. golf tee shirt, refreshments during camp, nutritional snacks
Call Chateau PGA Head Golf Professional Wayne Fuselier at 467-1351
Email golfpro@chateaugcc.com for additional information or questions

Tennis Camps – Ages 5-11
Tennis will be played in the mornings and afternoons, with swimming and lunch 

 during the middle portions of the day. Half days also available. 
 The instruction for the tennis will be a fun, games-based approach using the  

QuickStart format. There will also be introductory golf lessons one day per week.
Tues-Fri, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

June 5-8, 12-15, 19-22, 26-29 & July 10-13, 17-20, 24-27
Member rate: $160/week, $50/day, $30/half day (9:00-12:00 or 12:00-3:00)

Non-member rate: $200/week, $60/ day, $35/half day
Includes t-shirt, refreshments, nutritional snacks & lunch on full days

For more information or to reserve your spot call 467-1351 or email tennis@chateaugcc.com.

Swim Team – Ages 3-18
Members and grandchildren of members only
The Chateau Stingrays welcomes all previous and new members ages to  
join our summer league swim team. With an emphasis on stroke development and  
friendly competition among other local country clubs, the Swim Team offers its  
members an excellent coaching staff and the opportunity to develop into a stronger and  
safer swimmer. Practice in mid-May. Meets will be held on Wednesdays.  
A parents meeting will be held at Chateau on April 20 at 5:30 pm.
Cost is $80/child & per $65/additional child
Packets available at front desk & www.chateaugcc.com

Swim Lessons
Open to members and non-members

Private, semi-private & group lessons start first week of June
For more information or to register visit www.selaaquatics.com.

Mini-Arts Camp – Ages 5-12
Member rate: $50 per child. Non-member rate: $65 per child
Kids will enjoy jewelry making, painting and all sorts of fun arts & craft projects
Tuesday-Friday 1:00-3:00 pm on June 12 – 15 & July 16 – 20
Includes light snacks & beverages. Call Allison - 467-1351

*Times and dates are subject to change based on number of participants.

Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner • 467-1351
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We ar e a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endur ed for 125 years! And we believe that makes a
gr eat dif fer ence in the car e, service and value your

family r eceives. If you ever have a question or would
like mor e infor mation feel fr ee to call or stop by.

One of the most 
important jobs for 
your real estate agent 
is to determine the 
value of your home 
by developing a com-

parable market analysis, which will be used in 
pricing the home for the right amount.

If your property isn’t attracting serious 
shoppers, your agent may recommend that you 
invest in an appraiser to get a second pricing 
opinion, as the appraiser will come in with an 
independent, unbiased option to help insure 
your price is correct for the market.

“An appraisal is important in today’s mar-
ket especially, because it’s an objective and 
unbiased source of information,” says Michael 
H. Evans, president of Chico, California-based 
Evans Appraisal Service Inc. “The appraiser is 
an independent professional who performs a 
service for a fee rather than for a commission 
and is therefore not as invested as others are 
who are making pricing decisions.”

Appraisals allow for homeowners and buy-
ers to establish “fair market value.” In addition, 
an appraisal allows a lender to know how much 
they can safely lend.

“Credible opinions of value can help to 
stabilize the real estate market,” says Joseph 
C. Magdziarz, president of 
Chicago-based Appraisal In-
stitute, a global membership 
association of professional 
real estate appraisers. “Ap-
praisers today are doing the 
same thorough, fact-based 
research and analysis they 
have always done.”

A home appraiser will 
compare the condition of 
your home in relation to the 
comparable properties in the 
neighborhood and will give 
you a reasonably good idea 
where your house fits in rela-
tion to recent sales.

According to Evans, a 
home appraisal can range in 
length from two pages to more than 100. It will 
include details about the house, a description 
of the neighborhoods and side-by-side compari-
sons of similar properties. It will also contain 
an evaluation of the area’s real estate market, 
notations of major problems with the property 

that will affect its value and an estimate of the 
expected time it will take to sell the property.

Earlier last year the 
Appraisal Institute released 
several tips for consumers 
and guidance for homeown-
ers and buyers seeking to 
ensure their sales are com-
pleted in timely manner.

Make sure the lender 
hires a qualified appraiser 
such as a designated SRA, 
SRPA pr MAI member of 
the Appraisal Institute. The 
lowest priced appraiser does 
not necessarily equate with 
the most qualified. This is 
the time to get the numbers 
right.

Accompany the ap-
praiser during the inspection 

of the property if possible. The more active of 
a participant you are in the process, the more 
you will understand it and be able to catch any 
errors.

Request a copy of the appraisal report 
from the lender. Federal law requires that you 

receive a copy of the appraisal within 30 days.
Appeal the appraisal if appropriate. Mar-

ket conditions do change, especially in these 
economic times. If you feel that new informa-
tion may change the appraisal, be sure to speak 
up.

Have your agent ask the lender to order a 
second appraisal by a qualified and designated 
appraiser.

File legitimate complaints with appropri-
ate state board or professional appraisal orga-
nizations.

Remember, you needn’t agree with the 
outcome of the appraisal. You and your agent 
can work with the figures and determine if you 
should change the sales price or not. A home 
appraisal, no matter how scientific, still ends up 
being the opinion of the appraiser and to some 
degree a judgment call.  

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in 
Louisiana, can be reached at 443-6464 or at 
her Gardner Realtors office located at 4140 
Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner 
Realtors is a local independently owned and 
operated company. Visit the company website 
at www.gardnerrealtors.com.

Time for an appraisal?
By Linda R. Martin

Real Estate

“A home appraiser will 
compare the condition 
of your home in relation 

to the comparable 
properties in the 

neighborhood and will 
give you a reasonably 
good idea where your 
house fits in relation to 

recent sales.”

Hop into Easter at  
The Esplanade mall

The Esplanade mall in Kenner is encouraging families 
to get hopping to The Esplanade mall for pictures with the 
Easter bunny.

The Esplanade invites local-area kids and parents to at-
tend a family-friendly Easter photo experience event which 
started in March and will continue until Saturday, April 7, 
2012. Children will have the chance to visit with the Easter 
bunny.

Children can take a photo on a colorful set with the leg-
endary Easter Bunny and a life-sized standee of E.B., the rab-
bit from the HOP movie, who dreams of becoming a rock star 
drummer. Families will enjoy a sneak peek of the HOP Blu-ray/
DVD while waiting to pose for a picture and receive an engag-
ing HOP activity sheet after capturing their Easter snapshot.

The Easter photo experience event takes place Monday 
through Saturday from 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and on Sun-
days from noon to 6:00 p.m. The Easter bunny hops away for 
a quick break on Monday through Saturday from 1:15 until 
2:00 p.m., from 5:15 until 5:45 p.m. and on Sundays from 2:15 
until 3:00 p.m.

Visit www.simon.com for additional Easter photo  
experience schedule details.   

Divine Mercy golf tournament to 
be held in April

The Divine Mercy Parish Men’s Club will hold its annual 
golf tournament on Monday, April 30, 2012, at the Chateau 
Golf and Country Club. Tee time is 12:30 p.m. Lunch will be 
provided prior to the shotgun start and refreshments will be 
available on the course.

An awards party with food and drinks will be held from 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., when prizes will be awarded. The en-
try fee is $125 per golfer and includes green fees, cart, lunch, 
refreshments and the awards party. Hole sponsorships are 
available for $100. Eagle sponsorships are available for $700 
and include all the benefits of a hole sponsorship plus green 
fees for four players, your company name on the tournament 
shirt and the tournament sponsor board as well as preferred 
seating at the awards party.

A new 2012 BMW sponsored by Peake BMW and $10,000 
sponsored by Strategic Solutions Applied are the featured 
prizes for the two hole-in-one contests. For further details or 
registration information call event chairman Ray Scullin at 
466-9119, 858-7399 or email rscullin@cox.net. The registra-
tion deadline is Saturday, April 20, 2012.   

Community

On March 23, 2012, Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni and the 
Kenner City Council attended a groundbreaking ceremony for a 
beautification project at the intersection of Williams Boulevard and 
Vintage Boulevards. The improvements will be made on the east 
side of the median, directly across from the Walgreen’s store. Trees, 
shrubs, ground cover, a landscape irrigation system, functional 
lighting, landscape wall and wall columns will be installed. The 
project will be completed by Louisiana Landscape Specialty, Inc.

Former Kenner and current Jefferson Parish Councilman Ben 
Zahn stated, “I am proud to have worked with Mayor Yenni on this 
beautification project and feel confident that this will enhance the 
city’s effort to further develop Laketown and Kenner’s attractive 

view of Lake Pontchartrain. This will improve the entrance to La-
ketown at an intersection that residents from most every council 
district travel through on a daily basis.”

Interim Kenner District 3 Councilman John DeHaven said, 
“I’m delighted to be a part of the Vintage-Williams beautification 
project in District 3. The project was arranged and funded by former 
Councilman Ben Zahn along with the At Large Council members 
Michele Branigan and Jeannie Black. This is just another instance 
of the City Council working together for the betterment of Kenner. 
There will be many more beautification projects that will happen 
this year that will make the citizens of Kenner very proud.”   

Williams and Vintage Boulevards intersection beautification project underway



Advertise in the
 KENNER STHR • 468-9125

KENNER STR    April 2012 17

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444 701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm Mon-Sat 6:30 am - 8 pm
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• DINE IN OR TAKE OUT  • 701 W. Esplanade location only! •

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Call Ahead for
 To Go Orders!

Catfish Platters
Fried Shrimp PoBoys

Crawfish and Garlic Pasta
Grilled Tilapia
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The answer to 
that question is a 
resounding “yes.” 
Because we are 
living longer in 
America these days 

the likelihood of you suffering a long-term 
incapacity is greater than ever before in 
our history. Therefore, it is vital that you, a 
Louisiana resident, protect yourself with two 
powers of attorney.

These two powers of attorney are the 
special limited medical power of attorney 
and the general procuration. In a power of 
attorney you grant certain rights to another 
person to act on your behalf. Powers of at-
torney are either specific (limited) or gen-
eral in the powers granted to another person 
to act on your behalf. The person granting 
the power of attorney (you) is called the 
principal. The person receiving the power is 
called the agent. A power of attorney creates 
an agency relationship by which your agent 
is able to act on your behalf. The document 
creating this relationship defines the scope 
and duration of the powers you are giving to 
your agent. In Louisiana the power of attor-
ney is sometimes called a mandate or procu-
ration.

A popular and useful power of attorney 
in Louisiana is the special limited medical 
power of attorney. In 1990 Louisiana joined 
various other states to allow for the use of 

powers of attorney for making health care 
decisions. As implied in the name, it is limit-
ed to medical decisions made on your behalf. 
This medical power of attorney is designed 
to allow you to determine who will make 
your medical decisions rather than allowing 
state law and the courts to make that deci-
sion if you are incapacitated.

The need for a medical power of at-
torney arises when you 
are temporarily or perma-
nently unable to make deci-
sions about your health and 
medical care. This medical 
power of attorney permits 
your agent to give approval 
for a wide range of medical 
procedures, such as surgi-
cal procedures, physical 
examinations, administra-
tion of medications and an-
esthesia, to name only a few 
of the powers that may be granted.

This medical power of attorney is dif-
ferent from the living declaration (i.e. living 
will). The living declaration is effective only 
when you are in a “terminal and irrevers-
ible” condition certified by two physicians 
and when your death will occur whether or 
not life-sustaining procedures are utilized. 
A special limited medical power of attorney 
can be utilized at any point in a person’s life 
and is not limited to end of life issues. This 

medical power of attorney assumes that your 
right to consent to or decline medical treat-
ment may be delegated to another person if 
this delegation is done while you are com-
petent.

It is significant to understand that when 
you regain competency and are able to make 
your own decisions, the special limited med-
ical power of attorney will no longer apply, 

until and unless you be-
come incompetent again.

The general procu-
ration (general power 
of attorney) as its name 
suggests, permits your 
agent to perform every 
act such as paying bills 
and managing your busi-
ness and personal affairs. 
Louisiana Law provides 
for certain powers in the 
general procuration. How-

ever, there are other cases when the powers 
must be expressly stated in the document. 
If these powers are not expressly stated in 
the general procuration it is assumed by the 
court that they are not granted. Examples 
of the powers that must be expressly stated 
are the authorization to acquire, mortgage 
or lease something, the right to accept or 
renounce a succession, the right to contract 
a loan or acknowledge or make remission of 
a debt or become a surety, the right to draw 

or endorse promissory notes or negotiable 
instruments and the right to compromise or 
refer a matter to arbitration.

A protection that many folks want in 
their general procuration is the “disability 
clause.” This clause provides that the gener-
al procuration goes into effect only when you 
are certified as unable to handle your affairs 
by your attending physician or two other 
physicians. This limits the use of the power 
of attorney to a time when your trusted phy-
sician agrees you are unable to handle your 
affairs. Remember, as soon as you regain 
your abilities you are in control again.

As previously stated, we are living longer 
and are at more risk for times of incapacity. 
The time to protect yourself is now while you 
are of sound mind so you can specify how you 
would like your business and personal issues 
handled and health managed in case there 
is a time when you are not able to handle 
those matters.  

James L. Melchers is the senior attor-
ney at Melchers Law Firm, located at 909 
West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and the 
firm’s primary areas of practice are estate 
planning, wills, trusts, successions, corpo-
rate law, and personal injury. Melchers can 
be reached at 467-1092 or visit the website 
at www.melcherslawfirm.

Are powers of attorney important?
By James L. Melchers

Law

“This medical 
power of attorney 

is different from the 
living declaration  
(i.e. living will).”

“The man who stops 
advertising to save

 money is like  
the man who  

stops the clock  
to save time.”

—Thomas Jefferson
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Latin American News

Nearing retirement age? Then 
you’re probably wondering when to re-
tire and start claiming Social Security 
benefits. Social Security is the largest 
source of income for most retirees, at 
age 62, but many people wait until 

later and some even wait until they are nearing 70 to claim their 
benefits. Retiring early may have its appeal, and in some cases 
can’t be avoided, but the longer you wait to claim the higher your 
benefits will be.

Choosing when to retire is a personal decision, one in which 
factors like how long you want to work, how much money you 
have in savings and your family circumstances have to be con-
sidered. Social Security gives almost all Americans a guaranteed, 
life-long source of retirement security income that keeps pace 
with inflation. On average, however, Social Security benefits 
amount to only 40 percent of pre-retirement earnings. This per-
centage could be more or less depending on your earnings while 
you worked and at what age you claim Social Security.

Of Louisiana seniors, 88.6 percent received Social Security 
in 2010 and the average annual benefit was only $12,600. Social 
Security keeps middle income older Louisianans from falling 
into poverty. But Social Security alone is probably not enough 
for you to live on in retirement.

Any additional money you may need in retirement has to 
come from personal savings and retirement funds. The good 
news is that when you retire you might not need as much in-
come as when you worked. That’s because you’ll no longer have 
to save for retirement, you might not be contributing to Social 
Security through payroll taxes and if you’re lucky, your mort-
gage might be paid off or be close to being paid off.

A person born in 1952, whose full retirement age is 66 and 
made $40,000 a year would receive monthly benefits of $900 at 
age 62. At age 66 the benefit is $1,200 and $1,584 at age 70.

Retirement planning tools are available at organizations 
like AARP: Find out how to create a retirement plan at www.
aarp.org/readyforretirement. Estimate how much retirement 
income you need at www.aarp.org/retirementcalculator. De-
termine when you should claim Social Security by visiting www.
aarp.org/socialsecuritybenefits. Information is also available 
in Spanish at AARP. Another source of information is the So-
cial Security Administration who has introduced an improved 
Spanish-language informational website, www.segurosocial.
gov. Expanded online services available include the ability to 
apply online in Spanish for retirement and Medicare benefits.

Community announcements
April 17 – Latin Council general meeting and discussion 

of issues affecting the Hispanic communities. For information 
call 296-3976.

April 28 – Senorita Unidad Hispanoamericana pageant 
and gala dance at the Best Western Landmark Hotel. Music is 
by the Ovi’G & the Froggies “Las Ranas.” For ticket information 
call 466-1483.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center offers 
various programs as well as access to information and referrals 
for all sorts of issues. For information call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 Hispanic TV programs with top-
ics of interest to the community every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. 
and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information and program 
schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the K-TV 76 logo.

I leave you with this thought: “Let’s be grateful for what 
was, what is and always grateful for whatever will be.”   

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for the 
Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL). 
Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence 
should be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Are you ready for retirement? 
By Rafael E. Saddy

Community

Kenner will hold a national day of 
prayer gathering in the city’s Veterans Me-
morial Park at noon on May 3, 2012. The 
park is located at 1800 Williams Boulevard 
next to City Hall.

Throughout the six decades since Con-
gress established an annual national day of 
prayer, untold millions of Americans have 
come together every year on this event. 
On May 3 citizens will once again gather 
stateside at points around the globe to pay 
tribute to the example set by the nation’s 
founding fathers.

This year’s national day of prayer is 
once again an interdenominational gath-
ering coordinated by Aglow International 
with the welcome assistance of Kenner of-

ficials, pastors and laymen in the area.
The theme for 2012 is “One Nation 

Under God” from Psalm 33:12 in the Old 
Testament which declares, “Blessed is the 
nation whose God is the Lord.”   

National Day of Prayer gathering to be held in 
Kenner

Sports

Pending approval by the Kenner City 
Council, the New Orleans VooDoo football 
team could be coming to Kenner.

Ken Marroccoli, the city’s director of 
parks and recreation, says the City Council 
is now considering a cooperative endeavor 
that would allow the VooDoo, who play their 
games at the New Orleans Arena, to place 
their practice facility on a tract behind the 
Pontchartrain Center.

Marroccoli says the VooDoo is having a 
“bubble” practice facility, similar to those used 
by other professional football teams, con-
structed out of town. If the City Council ap-
proves the cooperative endeavor, when com-
pleted, the practice facility will be shipped to 
Kenner where it will be installed. Marroccoli 
said the practice field will be about 70 yards 
long and 40 yards wide.

“If all goes well,” said Marroccoli, “Tthe 
practice field should be installed by late April 

or early May.” In time, Marroccoli said, the 
city hopes to solidify its relationship with the 
team even further. The recreation director 
said that a part of the deal is that the VooDoo 
will allow the Kenner Recreation Department 
to use the practice facility when it is not in 
use by the VooDoo.

Kenner Chief Administrative Officer 
Mike Quigley said, “Having the use of the 
practice bubble by our KRD football program 
will be very exciting and a good experience 
for our young football program participants. 
We look forward to this becoming a reality.”

“I think it’s an excellent deal for the city,” 
said Marroccoli. “The VooDoo are a great 
asset. Many of their players are community-
minded and great role models. We hope many 
of the players will make their homes in Ken-
ner to be near their practice facility. Kenner 
will benefit for many years if we enter into a 
cooperative endeavor with the VooDoo.”   

Kenner officials’ hopeful New Orleans VooDoo 
practice facility will come to Kenner
By Allan Katz

Louisiana
Poison
Control 
Center
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Call today for 

expert installation by 
Brazilian native 

Fernando.

Sports

While suspensions, fines, 
lost draft picks, Peyton Manning, 
Drew Brees, Tim Tebow, LSU 
and Tulane spring football and 
the upcoming NFL draft are hot 
topics of discussion among local 

sports fans, another professional football team has taken 
to the main stage.

The New Orleans VooDoo debuted on March 18 with a 
thrilling, heartbreaking 63-62 loss to the Philadelphia Soul.

It was as good of an Arena Football League game as I 
have seen in several years, certainly the best VooDoo game 
since their return to New Orleans in 2011.

With new uniforms, mostly new players and a new 
coaching staff, there is a new attitude and the overall aro-
ma is a much sweeter smell than a year ago.

The VooDoo posted the worst record in the AFL at 
3-15 in 2011, including a disastrous 0-9 at home. Despite 
that ineptitude, they averaged nearly 8,000 fans per game, 
an indication that fans still embrace the indoor game and 
need their football fix.

The offense appears better equipped to deliver the 
kind of scoring punch necessary to win games in the high 
scoring “50-yard indoor war.”

Quarterback Kurt Rocco is tall, understands the game 
and has a promising future. The receiving corps of Josh 
Bush, Quorey Payne, L.J. Castile, Greg Ellingson and for-
mer Higgins and LSU star Skyler Green is a good one. Kent-
wood’s Carlese Franklin is waiting in the wings.

Familiarity certainly helps here. Rocco and Payne 
played together in Cleveland in 2011 while Bush was the 
leading receiver for the Orlando Predators of new head 
coach Pat O’Hara a year ago.

VooDoo takes the local sports stage
By Ken Trahan

The second annual Saints Hall of Fame reception/auction 
is set for Sunday, May 20, 2012, from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at 
the New Orleans Saints football facility located at 5800 Airline 
Drive in Metairie. The event features food and drink inside the 
practice facility.

New Orleans Saints Head Coach Sean Payton and other 
members of the New Orleans Saints organization will be on 
hand. There will be a live auction of 20 outstanding items, 
including many New Orleans Saints items, deluxe restaurant 
packages, an excellent golf package and more.

The Lombardi Trophy the Saints won in Super Bowl XLIV 
will be available for pictures and patrons will have an opportu-
nity to tour part of the Saints facility. The cost to attend is $50 
per person. For tickets or information call 471-2192.

The 21st annual Saints Hall of Fame Celebrity Golf Classic 
is set for Monday, May 21, 2012, at 9:00 a.m. at Chateau Golf and 
Country Club, located at 3600 Chateau Boulevard in Kenner.

Coach Payton, several Saints coaches, many current 
Saints players, some Saints Hall of Fame inductees and other 
Saints alumni will be on hand and participating.

A taste of New Orleans’ restaurants can be enjoyed on ev-
ery hole and an awards luncheon will be held upstairs in the 
clubhouse following the event at 2:00 p.m.

The cost is $1,200 for a foursome ($300 per person) or $1,500 
for a group of five, which includes a Saints celebrity. Tournament 
check-in begins at 8:00 a.m. with a shotgun start at 9:00 a.m.

Proceeds from both events benefit the non-profit Saints 
Hall of Fame Museum, located at Gate B on the Plaza Level of 
the Mercedes-Benz Superdome.

Entries for both events are on a first-come, first-serve 
basis. For more information call 471-2192 or send an email to  
kentrahan@aol.com.   

Saints Hall of Fame 
reception/auction and golf 
tournament set for May

Former New Orleans Saints fullback Heath Evans is 
putting on his black and gold jersey again – for a good 
cause.

Evans is hosting his annual charity softball game on 
Wednesday, May 16, 2012, at Zephyr Field in Metairie with 
more than 30 current Saints players expected to partici-
pate.

The third annual Heath Evans Softball Showdown 
features a fun-filled home run derby at 6:30 p.m. followed 
by a game with the Saints offense playing the Saints de-
fense.

Drew Brees, who in 2011 won the home run derby for 
the second consecutive year, led the offense’s 25-13 rout 
of the defense last year in front of almost 10,000 specta-
tors.

The game is open to the public. Admission is $12 and 
tickets are available at the Zephyr Field box office in Me-
tairie and on TicketMaster.com.

“Last year’s softball game was a huge success thanks 
to the fans and the Saints players,” said Evans, who spent 
10 years in the NFL and retired prior to the 2011 season 
and is currently an analyst for the NFL Network. “Ev-
eryone had a lot of fun and this year’s game will be even 
better with some surprises we have planned. It’s family-
friendly for the fans and we’re raising money for a good 
cause, helping victims of childhood sexual abuse. This is 
a cause that my wife and I strongly believe in and are pas-
sionate about. I really appreciate the fans and my former 
teammates rallying to help us fight this epidemic.”

After the game, there will be an entertaining fire-
works extravaganza produced by AFX Pro of New Orleans, 
which has also created spectacular displays at the Saints 
home games, as well as nine Super Bowls and for the 
NBA’s Hornets, Rockets and Thunder.

Proceeds from the game and the raffle will ben-
efit the not-for-profit 501(c)(3) Heath Evans Foundation, 

Third annual Heath Evans Softball Showdown returns
which is dedicated to fostering hope and healing in the lives of chil-
dren and families affected by sexual abuse.

Evans said the foundation provides access to a variety of programs, 
treatments and services, including free, professional and anonymous 
counseling in the New Orleans area and in West Palm Beach, Florida, 
where he grew  up.

Title sponsors include Boh Bros. Construction Co., Peba Oil and 
Gas, First NBC and the Home Run Derby is sponsored by Acme Oys-
ter House, BigEasy Sportsplex and H&R Block. Other major sponsors 
include AFX Pro of New Orleans, Miken Sports and New Orleans Ham-
burger and Seafood restaurants.   

For information regarding sponsorship opportunities contact 
Glenn Martin, president of the Heath Evans Foundation at (561) 876-
9317 or by email at glenn.martin@HeathEvans.org.

The offensive line of Lorenzo Breland, Daverin Ger-
alds and Adam Durham is pretty solid. Fullback Joe Alaja-
jian is a 300-pound battering ram who is invaluable in pass 
protection and in the red zone as a runner.

The defense appears better than a year ago.
Former West Jefferson and LSU star Marlon Favorite 

mans the nose guard position, while former Ponchatoula 
star Robert Henderson is athletic. Michael Janac and Bri-
an Coulter are being counted on as well.

Linebacker Alvin Ray Jackson, who led the team in 
interceptions and tackles a year ago, is back to anchor 
that position. Andre Mathis is a bigger, physical presence 
inside.

The secondary appears vastly improved over last 
year’s suspect unit.

Jorrick Calvin is the best athlete, an NFL-caliber 
player. Jeremy Kellem has looked good as well. Jerron 
Wishom returns from a year ago while Gladel Brutus pro-
vides depth.

Joshua Shene missed a couple of key extra points in 
the season opener but he has a good leg and is well liked 
by the coaching staff.

Speaking of the coaching staff, it is hard to fathom a 
better one.

O’Hara is a proven winner in the AFL as a player and 
coach. He pulled off a coup, bringing in his mentor, the leg-
endary Tim Marcum, as an assistant. Maurice Blanding is a 
good defensive coordinator and while Doug Miller handles 
the offensive line and special teams. Gary Gussman, who 
worked with former VooDoo head coach Mike Neu under 
the previous VooDoo version (circa 2008), is back and he is 
a great asset as the director of football operations.

The coaching pedigree possesses an undeniable re-
cord of success. VooDoo owner Dan Newman went all out 

to turn around what was a team devoid of the necessary talent and 
coaching stability from a year ago. Early returns are that he succeeded 
in his efforts.

Barring injuries, the VooDoo should be much improved in 2012, 
easily surpassing their three-win mark of a year ago. The dream is to 
host Arena Bowl, which is right here at New Orleans Arena in August.

While I admire the player and coaching changes from a year ago, 
I am not a fan of the new home uniforms. New Orleans has gone to 
an all black look with dark red numerals. As a play-by-play man, they 
are hard to see, virtually impossible to decipher. The helmets remain 
purple, the one concession to the previous look, which in my opinion, 
was the nicest look in the league. Perhaps they can outline the num-
bers in white?

In an effort to maximize the experience at “The Graveyard,” along 
with the intimacy and noise level, the VooDoo have placed all fans in 
the lower bowl and will only open the upper deck if they sell enough 
tickets.

For those who cannot make games at New Orleans Arena, all 
games are televised on either Cox 4 or on NFL Network. All games are 
broadcast on Rush Radio 99.5, WRNO.

While it is still early in the game, it appears that the VooDoo have 
much more to offer this season. In addition, the VooDoo organization 
has aligned itself with the city of Kenner. Contingent on Kenner City 
Council approval, the team will move its “bubble” practice facility on a 
tract next to the Pontchartrain Center. The VooDoo also plan to build 
an administration building on the site as well. That’s good news for 
Kenner.

For ticket information visit www.aflvoodoo.com.  

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.
com and is president and general manager of www. SportsNola.com. 
Trahan is the also the general manager and chairman of the board of 
the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the Louisiana Superdome, and 
runs the Life Resources Sports Ministry.
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Two things are 
infinite: the uni-
verse and human 
stupidity; and I’m 
not sure about the 
universe. – Albert 

Einstein
Spoiler alert: This column is not about 

Bountygate. It may be the only sports-related 
column in the next year that is not about 
Bountygate. It’s about another kind of stupid-
ity: Dumb sports quotes.

Usually my ears glaze over when sports 

figures talk about how “they came to play,” giv-
ing “a hunnert and ten percent,” “getting the 
job done” and having to “ step up.” But those 
are just the tip of the iceberg. We, as viewers 
and listeners, and to a lesser extent, readers, 
have to put up with the following overused 
sports cliches:

“We have to play’em one game at a time.”
“Sometimes you win, sometimes you lose 

and sometimes it rains.”
“They’re in a must win situation.”
“Turnovers killed us.”
“We beat ourselves.”

“They were lucky to dodge that bullet.”
“We have to bring our A game.”
“On any given day any team is capable of 

beating another team.”
“That’s why they play the game.”
However, while the above-listed are tops 

in cliché value, for originality, none can com-
pare to those which have come out of the 
mouth of one Lawrence Berra, longtime New 
York Yankees star, better known as “Yogi.”

“Baseball is 90 percent mental – the other 
half is physical.”

“If you come to a fork in the road, take it.”
“Do you mean now?” – when asked for the 

time.
“This is like deja vu all over again.”
“You can observe a lot just by watching.”
“He must have made that movie before he 

died.”
“I want to thank you for making this day 

necessary.” – at Yogi Berra Appreciation Day 
in St. Louis in 1947.

“Nobody goes to that restaurant anymore; 
it’s too crowded.”

“If the fans don’t come out to the ballpark, 
you can’t stop them.”

And most famously – “I didn’t really say 
everything I said.”

Ron Swoboda, longtime New Orleans 
resident and former member of “The Amazin’ 
Mets,” played for Yogi Berra when Yogi was a 
coach for that team.

“While Yogi really did say a lot of those 
things,” says Swoboda, “some of them may 
have been fabricated for him, to keep the leg-
end alive.” But Ron was actually there for a 
couple of Berra’s famous “Yogi-isms.”

“In 1965,” says Ron, “I hit a home run at 
Crosley Field in Cincinnati that you could hear 
hit the wood barrier above and slightly beyond 
the yellow line on the center field fence, and 
it dropped to the ground inside the park. We 
assumed it was a home run, but it was ruled 
an inside the park hit, only one of our two run-
ners was allowed to score, I had to stop at first 
base and we lost the game. Yogi went ballis-
tic and got thrown out of the game. After the 
game, reporters caught up with Yogi and asked 
him what he said to the umpire that got him 
bounced, and Yogi said, as only Yogi could, ‘I 
told him, all I know is if you couldn’t hear that 
ball hit the wood, you’re blind!’”

“Another time,” Swoboda continues, “I 
was trying to emulate another player and Yogi 
thought I was hurting my game, and he said to 
me, ‘If you can’t imitate him, don’t copy him.’”

In case you’re wondering, TV’s Yogi Bear 

was named after Yogi Berra, and not the other 
way around.

Swoboda says he and Tug McGraw were 
roomates in 1965. McGraw was once asked by 
reporters if he preferred real grass or the new 
Astro-Turf. “I dunno,” said McGraw, “I never 
smoked any Astro-Turf.”

These following quotes from famous ath-
letes may not be Yogi Berra quality, but they 
ain’t bad.

New Orleans Saints running back George 
Rogers, when asked about the upcoming sea-
son, said, “I want to rush for 1,000 or 1,500 
yards, whichever comes first.”

Football commentator and former player 
Joe Theismann, in 1996, explained, “Nobody in 
football should be called a genius. A genius is 
a guy like Norman Einstein.”

Baseball announcer Dizzy Dean, after a 
1-0 game stated, “The game was closer than 
the score indicated.”

NBA long-range gunner, Antoine Walker, 
when asked why he shoots so many threes an-
swered, “Because there are no fours.”

Baseball player Tito Fuentes, after get-
ting hit by a pitch said, “They shouldn’t throw 
at me. I’m the father of five or six kids.”

Joe Torre of the Mets complained, “What’s 
everyone blaming me for? Blame Felix (Mil-
lan). I wouldn’t have hit into all those double-
plays if he hadn’t hit all those singles.”

Sportscaster and ex-Yankee Jerry Cole-
man narrated, “There’s a deep fly ball...Win-
field goes back, back...his head hits the wall...
it’s rolling towards second base.” Also from 
Jerry – “Rich Folkers is throwing up in the 
bullpen.” A verbal comma would have helped 
there.

Sportscaster Ralph Kiner is credited with 
“In the hunt to buy the San Francisco Giants 
was George Shinn, owner of the Charlotte Har-
lots.”

Some sports quotes are not dumb at all, 
they’re just very clever.

Muhammad Ali said, “I’ve seen George 
Foreman shadow boxing and the shadow won.”

Shelby Metcalf, basketball coach at Texas 
A&M, recounting what he told a player who 
received four Fs and one D – “Son, looks to 
me like you’re spending too much time on one 
subject.”

And we remember Saints coach Bum Phil-
lips who, when asked by Johnny Carson why 
he takes his wife on all road trips, responded, 

“Because she is too ugly to kiss good-bye.” They 
made a country song out of that one.

The late Jim Finks, Saints General Man-
ager, when asked after a loss what he thought 
of the refs explained “I’m not allowed to com-
ment on lousy no good officiating.”

I said at the beginning that this column 
is not about Bountygate. But I didn’t say any-
thing about Videogate, where the New England 
Patriots were discovered to have used video 
equipment to tape defensive hand signals given 
by the New York Jets in 2007. It brings me to 
my final dumb (or maybe not-so-dumb) quote: 

“We’ve got to find a way to win. I’m willing to 
start cheating.” – Marv Cook, tight end for the...
New England Patriots (pre-videogate).   

Ed Clancy can be reached via email  
at edclancy2@aol.com or at his blogsite,  
ed-clancy.blogspot.com. 

Athletes say the darndest things?
By Ed Clancy

People

“Nobody in football 
should be called a 
genius. A genius  

is a guy like  
Norman Einstein.”
—Joe Theismann
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and thorough. Also impressed is Louis Arm-
strong New Orleans International Airport 
Director of Aviation Iftikhar Ahmad who 
met with the committee and said that he re-
gards the airport and the city of Kenner as 

“partners.” Ahmad pledged to work closely 
with the city to help both Kenner and the 
airport achieve their goals.

After interviewing experts, review-
ing resident surveys identifying the city’s 
strengths and weaknesses and researching 
comparable cities, the committee identi-
fied specific goals and actions to accom-
plish those goals along with the agency or 
department responsible. Costs or potential 
funding sources and timetables, varying 
from short to long-term, are listed for each 
goal. The airport, airport buyout land, Ri-
vertown, Laketown, The Esplanade mall, 
economic policy, JEDCO, entrepreneurial 
development, charter schools, the school 
system, vacant land, zoning, beautifica-
tion, commercial redevelopment, code  

enforcement, traffic flow, public trust in 
city government and transportation infra-
structure are among the topics specifically 
targeted in the committee’s findings.

The report is still in draft form. Once it 
is complete it will be formally released and 
placed on the city’s website, www.kenner.
la.us.

Mayor Yenni said, “Kenner is still fun-
damentally strong. It is a safe city, with good 
streets and quality city services. To preserve 
those qualities, we realize that we must be 
vigilant. We must strive to make continual 
improvements to ensure quality governance, 
a quality economy and a high quality of life. 
It is in this spirit that we are undertaking 
this economic development planning effort. 
I am hopeful that 20 years from now, Ken-
ner will be known as a unique ‘boutique’ 
community that is renowned for its distinct 
identity because of its unparalled quality of 
life.”  

Economic Development
 from page 1

seat. The election will be held on Saturday, 
April 21, 2011. The candidates are vying for 
the council seat vacated by E. B. “Ben” Zahn, 
III, who was elected in October 2011 as Jef-
ferson Parish District 4 councilman.

With the seven Kenner precincts report-
ing there were 1,814 votes cast out of a pos-
sible 7,689. Reynaud, a Kenner air condition-
ing and heating business owner garnered 45 
percent of the votes cast receiving 823 votes. 
Howland, a former Kenner purchasing depart-
ment assistant director received 758 votes or 

District 3 runoff
 from page 1

42 percent of the vote. Band director Joe Ber-
thelot came in third with 13 percent receiving 
233 votes.

The council term ends June 30, 2014 and 
the winner of the runoff election will assume 
the council position as soon as the results of 
upcoming April election are certified by the 
state. Kenner resident John DeHaven, ap-
proved by the Kenner City Council in January 
2012, has been serving as interim councilman 
for District 3.

See election results by precinct below.  

March 24, 2012 Election Results
Councilman – District 3 of Kenner
8 of 8 Precincts Reporting - Unofficial Results

  Joseph “Joe” Berthelot (N) Mary-Sharon Howland (R) Keith M. Reynaud (R)

 Total Votes 233 758 823

 Abstentee 10 48 42

 PRECiNCT

 001 2 13 22

 K003 33 78 88

 K004 33 163 153

 K005 32 145 120  

 K011 29 50 116

 K012 68 181 191

 K034 26 80 91
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conduct patrols as well as search and res-
cue operations during and following high 
water events,” said Kenner Mayor Michael 
S. Yenni.

The boats were purchased using Urban 
Area Security Initiative (UASI) grant pro-
gram funds awarded through the Jefferson 

Rescue boats
 from page 1

Parish Homeland Security Committee. The 
cost for each vessel, including motor and 
trailer, is $14,945. The equipment allotted 
to Kenner is valued at a total of $89,675.

The boats were manufactured by Ga-
tor Tail Outboards located in Loreauville, in 
Iberia Parish of Louisiana. Each model GB 

1754 boat measures 17 feet in length and 54 
inches in width, with 21-inch sides and 21-
inch high transom. The boats are designed 
with a smooth floor to maximize passenger 
capacity and under-deck storage space can 
be used for life vests and other equipment. 
Each boat will be equipped with a GT35LS 
35 horse power tall transom motor. The 
boats will be transported using heavy duty 
20 foot aluminum trailers with 14-inch 
wheels.

“The boats are ideal for maneuvering in 
tight spots and shallow water, such as flood-
ed streets in an urban environment,” said 
Doug Dodt, the city’s emergency prepared-
ness coordinator.

Dodt represents the city of Kenner at 
the Jefferson Parish Homeland Security 
Committee meetings. He, along with mem-
bers of the Kenner Police Department, in-
cluding committee member Major Dwane 
Babin and Sergeant Michael Glaser, KPD’s 
Planning Officer, began working to secure 
funding for the boats in early 2011. “We 
meet regularly with officials from through-
out Jefferson Parish to identify homeland 
security and emergency preparedness proj-
ects and to establish funding priorities. Hav-
ing a seat at the table allows us to advocate 
directly for additional funding for Kenner’s 
unique needs” said Dodt.  

how does Kenner improve its quality of life, 
attract new jobs and a new generation of ea-
ger, upbeat enthusiastic homeowners ready 
to fall in love with Kenner as their predeces-
sors 25 years ago did?

The committee members believe in-
deed that a big part of the answer to the 
challenge is attracting homebuyers, espe-
cially a new generation of homebuyers, to 
Kenner. Kenner can become more attractive 
if the city solves the problem of blighted and 
unoccupied homes. That is why Mayor Yen-
ni’s recent appointment of Tamithia Shaw as 
Kenner’s new director of code enforcement 
is so important. The mayor thinks she has 
the drive, enthusiasm and passion to begin 
the task of getting a grip on the blight that 
threatens Kenner. The mayor is counting on 
Shaw and a newly formed code enforcement 
advisory committee to help her in the blight 
fight and in beautification of the city.

Shane believes that the first steps in 
solving problems are recognizing the prob-
lems for what they are and acknowledging 
them. That’s why he thinks it’s so important 
for the economic committee members to 

Katz
 from page 5

sit individually with each council member. 
“Look at the numbers,” says Shane. “If the 
numbers tell you that the business is failing, 
then it’s failing. If the mayor were to ask me, 
I’d tell him that I think we need solidarity 
on this. This is too serious. There’s no room 
for miscellaneous individual agendas. We all 
need to acknowledge that we have a prob-
lem that threatens the health and life of our 
city and we all need to get on the team. We 
can turn this around with everyone’s best 
efforts.”

The economic development commit-
tee’s report will be able to be viewed on the 
city’s website once the final draft is formal-
ized.

Possible next steps are for the mayor 
are to appoint the facilitator and form com-
mittees from the original 34 members to 
follow up and get the specific missions ac-
complished.

For Kenner to move forward, let’s hope 
all the players get in the game and then fol-
low this game plan. If we follow the game 
plan, we will find ourselves with a renewed, 
dynamic Kenner.  

It is time to fight fire with fire. Other-
wise, the airwaves will be singing the same 
liberal tune and America will become a mod-
ern day version of the Soviet Union where 
all of the media supports the administration 
and no countervailing opinions are allowed.

Free speech will be a major factor in 
determining whether our country maintains 
our constitutional republic or moves one 
step closer to communism.  

Crouere
 from page 5

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orlea-
nian and his Louisiana-based television 
program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 7:30 
p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sun-
days on PBS television station WLAE-TV, 
Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 
a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 
AM in New Orleans and the north shore. 
Crouere is a political analyst for WGNO-
TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.
ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at 
jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

www.kennerstar.com

The city of Kenner has received a $238,125 
grant from the Louisiana State Office of Com-
munity Development Disaster Recovery Unit that 
will go in part to expand its 2008 land use plan 
with special emphasis on making the plan more 
comprehensive in nature and the city more resil-
ient in post disaster recovery. The expanded plan 
will focus on economic development, housing and 
critical facilities, such as schools, public health 
and assisted living facilities for our senior citizens.

Jay Hebert, Kenner’s Director of Planning, 
says the grant came from the Louisiana Recovery 
Authority’s Comprehensive Resiliency Program, a 
$10 million pilot program aimed at funding non-
construction projects for Louisiana’s coastal com-
munities in an effort to make them more resilient 
when facing natural disasters. The University of 
New Orleans’ Division of Planning in the Center for 
Urban and Public Affairs is overseeing the plan’s 
expansion. He said public input, to be gathered at 
six public forums, will be coordinated between the 
Kenner City Council office, the University of New 
Orleans and the Kenner Planning Department.

“It’s a positive thing that the Hurricane Ka-
trina experience of almost seven years ago is still 
very much in our consciousness, both in govern-
ment and in the public mind,” said Hebert. “This 
latest grant allows us the opportunity to give some 
thought, based on what we learned from Hurricane 
Katrina, as to whether we are building new devel-
opments such as residential subdivisions, schools, 
hospitals and other public health facilities in areas 
where they are likely to be destroyed or substan-
tially damaged by natural disasters of the future.”

The first meeting was held on March 29, 
2010 at the Martin Luther King Resource Center. 
Five more forums are scheduled for public input 

– Wednesday, April 11, Driftwood Park Country 
Club, 94 Gelpi Avenue, 7:00-9:00 p.m.; Tuesday, 
April 17, The Pavilion at Kenner City Park, 3800 
Loyola Drive, 7:00-9:00 p.m.; Wednesday, April 
18, Council Chambers, 1801 Williams Boulevard, 
6:30-8:30 p.m.; Tuesday, April 24, Heritage Hall, 
303 Williams Boulevard, 6:30-8:30 p.m.; and 
Thursday, May 10, The Pavilion at Kenner City 
Park, 3800 Loyola Drive, 6:30-8:30 p.m.   

Kenner seeks public input at six public forums
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Our new collection brings easy, ’70s-at-the-beach beauty back to life 
with natural accents for luminous skin and eye-lights in aquatic colors. 
Formulated without parabens, talc or carmine, Aveda makeup goes 
beyond minerals with plant-derived ingredients to help care for 
your skin.
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brings easy, ’70s-at-the-beach beauty back  
to life with natural accents for luminous  
skin and eye-lights in aquatic colors. 
Formulated without parabens, talc or 
carmine, Aveda makeup goes beyond 
minerals with plant-derived ingredients  
to help care for your skin.

Catch the look, Spring/Summer 2012.
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homes and commercial properties on the 
list are in neighborhoods that were heav-
ily damaged by Hurricane Katrina. In many 
of these neighborhoods work on rebuilding 
damaged properties has been slowed by the 
recession. In some cases, the owners of the 
properties are elderly and other priorities in 
their lives have not left them any money for 
property repair.

Shaw says that she is starting out by 
cross-training her inspectors so they can go 
into neighborhood and certify blight. “We 
have three kinds of inspectors but we don’t 
have the luxury of specialization,” she says. 

“Everybody has to be able to respond to any 
call.”

Shaw says a problem that has popped 
up because of the recession is that some 
banks have allowed properties that are be-
ing foreclosed to deteriorate rather than 
provide upkeep of the property. “We’d like to 
work with the banks,” she says. “They need 
to trim the grass and otherwise maintain a 
property while it is in the process of fore-
closure.”

Also on Shaw’s list of things to do is an 
aesthetic issue – Kenner’s rag-tag mass of 
commercial signs, many of which violate 
the city’s sign ordinance. “I really think 
many business owners don’t know that Ken-
ner has a sign ordinance that sets out the 
size of signs and where they can be posted,” 
says Shaw. “Part of our job is educating the 
community regarding what are lawful signs 

Fight against blight
 from page 1

and what signs are illegal. I think there is a 
general consensus that Williams Boulevard 
and Loyola Avenue would look a lot better 
if we had uniform signage as is set out by 
our sign ordinances. But, to be honest about 
it, enforcement in the past was lax at times 
and now we need to inform the community 
of what is allowed by our laws.”

Shaw says she’s looking forward to her 
job, challenging though it is. “I really love 
this community, as I think most Kenner resi-
dents do,” she says. “We all need to enlist in 
the fight against blight together.”  

19,405
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