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For airport director Ahmad goals for 2012 to improve
airport’s looks, infrastructure, finances and operations

New Jeff Parish Councilman
Zahn says his governmental
experience in Kenner will help

Iftikhar Ahmad has
now been director of
aviation at the Louis
Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport for a
year and a half. When he
tells people that he isn’t
satisfied with the way the
airport looks, they are
often surprised.
“I think they expect
me to be defensive
about the appearance of
the airport but I would
rather be honest about
it,” says Ahmad. “The
fact is that we don’t yet
look like the great airport
that we aspire to be. The
appearance of our airport
goes back many years
to a time when cities
like Atlanta, Dallas and
Houston were building
great airports that were
architecturally interesting
but New Orleans did
not do that because of
ongoing
discussions

BY ALLAN KATZ

BY ALLAN KATZ

about where to place the
airport. I am not saying
that to blame anyone.
We look forward, not
backward. But, the fact
is that our airport doesn’t
look the way that I hope
it will when our Super
Bowl visitors come to see
us in 2013.”

DeHaven appointed to interim
Kenner District 3 council seat,
three running for open spot
At its January 5, 2012
meeting the Kenner City
Council approved the
appointment of Kenner
resident John DeHaven as
interim city councilman
for District 3. DeHaven, a
medical device salesman,
has lived in Driftwood
for almost 40 years and
is vice-president of the
Driftwood Park Civic
Association and a Kenner
planning and zoning
commissioner. He will fill
the spot vacated by E. B.
“Ben” Zahn, III, who was
elected in October 2011
as District 4 councilman
for Jefferson Parish. On
January 11, 2012, Zahn
took over term-limited
Louis Congemi’s spot on

the parish council.
Zahn, the outgoing
council
member,
nominated
DeHaven
to the interim position.
DeHaven was sworn in
on January 27, 2012.
A
Republican,
DeHaven will serve as
interim council member
continued on page 23

Ahmad wants to spend
the next year involved in
a series of building and
administrative projects
that he hopes will improve
the
infrastructure,
finances and operations of
Armstrong International.
Already completed
are renovations to 20

different
public
bathrooms
throughout
the airport. When Ahmad
first arrived here, he said
that having attractive,
clean bathrooms was an
important aspect of how
an airport serves the
public. He said then that

Jefferson
Parish
District 4 Councilman
Ben Zahn, who was
sworn in January 11,
says he is already
hard at work looking
for solutions to the
sewerage and drainage
problems in both the
Kenner and Metairie
parts of his district.
“I
believe
the
reason
that
voters
in District 4, which
includes both Metairie
and Kenner, in part
elected me for my track

record of identifying a
problem and working
relentlessly to resolve it
through to completion,”
said Zahn, who had
served as Kenner’s
District 3 Councilman
since 2006. When
former Jefferson Parish
District 4 Councilman
Louis Congemi was
term limited, Zahn
ran for the open seat,
easily defeating two
opponents.
“Fortunately,
I

continued on page 23

continued on page 22

Kenner City Council elects
new officers

Jefferson Parish District 4 Councilman E. B.“Ben” Zahn, III, is
surrounded by his family while being inaugurated by longtime former Jefferson Parish Assessor Lawrence Chehardy.

Lundi Gras kicks off on
February 20 in Rivertown

Black

Stagni

Members of the
Kenner City Council
elected Jeannie M. Black,
Councilwoman-AtLarge, Division B, as its
president on Thursday,
January 5, 2012, for a term
that runs through the first
meeting of July 2012. She
succeeds CouncilwomanAt-Large, Division A,

Michele P. Branigan.
The council elected
Joseph A. “Joe” Stagni,
Councilman of District
2, to serve the next six
months as council vice
president. He succeeds
District 3 Councilman
E.B. “Ben” Zahn in that
position. 

This year’s Lundi
Gras will kick off at 10:00
a.m. on Monday, February
20, 2012 in Kenner’s
historic Rivertown with
fun, music and food. The
popular band, Groovy 7,
takes the Rivertown stage
at 11:00 a.m. and will play
until 2:30 p.m. The public
is invited to attend this free
event which has been held
annually since 1999.
The highlight of Lundi
Gras is the noon arrival and
meeting of the royal courts
of the Krewe of Argus
of Metairie and the Zulu
Social Aid and Pleasure
Club of New Orleans.

Both organizations parade
on Mardi Gras day before
thousands of spectators.
Kenner
Mayor
Michael S. Yenni and
members of the Kenner
City Council will be on
hand to officially toast
and welcome the Carnival
royalty to Kenner. The
center of the activity will
be in the parking lot at
400 Williams Boulevard
across from the Rivertown
Exhibition Center and
the Kenner Mardi Gras
Museum. Local vendors
will man booths selling
continued on page 22
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Join us for an experience that is

OUT OF THIS WORLD!

Bear Tales and Other Grizzly Stories

In this entertaining program, visitors will join in a family campfire
and learn to identify such familiar constellations as Ursa Major
and Ursa Minor, the Greater and Lesser Bears. They will explore
the Big and Little Dippers, and see why Polaris, the North Star, is
so very special. Using stories from Greek Mythology to illustrate
the formation of many constellations, Bear Tales is a fun-filled,
humorous show that even concludes with a sing-a-long.

Saturday - 3 p.m.

Join Us For An
Experience That’s
OUT OF THIS WORLD!

Join Us For An
Experience That’s
Join
Us OF
ForTHIS
An WORLD!
OUT
Experience That’s
OUT OF THIS WORLD!

The Ultimate Wave Tahiti

Featuring ten-time world surfing champion Kelly Slater, The
Ultimate Wave follows a quest to find the perfect wave-riding
experience. Filmed in Tahiti and among the islands of French
Polynesia, the film showcases dramatic giant screen surfing action
in a unique Pacific paradise.

Narrated by Star Trekʼs Kate Mulgrew (Captain Janeway),
The Planets provides a spectacular tour of our Solar System
and beyond! Witness the formation of our Solar System,
explore the planets and their moons, and search the night
Narrated by Star Trekʼs Kate Mulgrew (Captain Janeway),
sky for distant stars, nebulae, and galaxies. Audiences will
The Planets provides a spectacular tour of our Solar System
be amazed by the stunning imagery and up close views of
and beyond! Witness the formation of our Solar System,
The Planets!
explore the planets and their moons, and search the night
Narrated by Star
Trekʼs
Kate
Mulgrew
(Captain
Janeway),
sky for
distant
stars,
nebulae,
and galaxies.
Audiences will
The Planets provides
a spectacular
tour ofimagery
our Solar
Running time: 37 minutes
be amazed
by the stunning
andSystem
up close views of
and beyond! Witness the formationThe
of our
Solar System,
Planets!
explore the planets and their moons, and search the night
sky for distant stars, nebulae,Running
and galaxies.
will
time: Audiences
37 minutes
be amazed by the stunning imagery and up close views of
Dive 12,000 feet below the surface of the ocean to join
The Planets!
scientists in the search for mysterious and elusive sea
creatures! Audiences will marvel at mystifying underwater
Running time: 37 minutes
habitats and explore ancient sea species in a journey from the
Dive 12,000 feet below the surface of the ocean to join
dramatic depths of the sea to the far reaches of space!
scientists in the search for mysterious and elusive sea
creatures! Audiences will marvel at mystifying underwater
Running time: 45 minutes
habitats and explore ancient sea species in a journey from the
Dive 12,000 feet
belowdepths
the surface
thetoocean
join of space!
dramatic
of theofsea
the fartoreaches
scientists in the search for mysterious and elusive sea
creatures! Audiences will marvel
at mystifying
Running
time: 45 underwater
minutes
habitats and explore ancient sea species in a journey from the
dramatic depths of the sea to the far reaches of space!

Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.
Laser Pop

Party to a mix of today’s most popular musical artists in this
dazzling display of color and light. Laser animations bring to life
Running time: 45 minutes
Party to a mix of todayʼs most popular musical artists in this dazzling display of color and light. Laser
animations bring to life selections from Justin Timberlake, Rihanna, Miley Cyrus, Maroon 5, and more.
selections from Justin Timberlake, Rihanna, Miley Cyrus, Maroon
This show is sure to have you poppinʼ!
Running time: 30 minutes Party to a mix of todayʼs most popular musical artists in this dazzling display of color and light. Laser
5, and more. This show is sure to have you poppin’!
animations bring to life selections from Justin Timberlake, Rihanna, Miley Cyrus, Maroon 5, and more.

LASER POP

Schedule:

Appointment Only:

LASER POP
LASER POP

Admission:

Saturdays - 11 a.m. and 1 p.m

This show is sure to have you poppinʼ!

Running
30 display
minutesof color and light. Laser
Party to aE-mail
mix of
todayʼs most popular
musical
artists
in thistime:
dazzling
Tuesday thru Friday 10 people or more
rgaitan@kenner.la.us
or call
504-468-7231
animations
life selections
from rates.
Justin Timberlake, Rihanna, Miley Cyrus, Maroon 5, and more.
forbring
more to
information
and group
Schedule:
Admission:
This
show is sure to have you poppinʼ!

Call 504-468-7231 for reservations.
General Public:

Saturday Only

Volcanoes of the Deep Sea:

11:00 am and 1:00 pm

The Planets:

2:00 pm

Laser Pop:

12 Noon

Kenner Planetarium 2020 Fourth Street

Appointment
Only: Tuesday
thru
Friday
people
or more
Adults
$6.00Running
per show
time:1030
minutes
Children/Seniors
$5.00 per show
Call 504-468-7231 for reservations.
Schedule:

E-mail rgaitan@kenner.la.us or call 504-468-7231
for more information and group rates.

Admission:
Adults
$6.00 per show
E-mail rgaitan@kenner.la.us
or call 504-468-7231
Children/Seniors
$5.00 per show
*Seniors 60 and over
for more information and group rates.
Volcanoes offor
thereservations.
Deep Sea: 11:00 am and 1:00 pm
Call 504-468-7231
Multi-show packages available

Public:
Saturday Only
AppointmentGeneral
Only:
*ChildrenTuesday
2-12 years thru Friday 10 people or more
General Public:

SHOW SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!

The Planets:
Saturday Only

Kenner, Louisiana 70062

2:00 pm

www.rivertownkenner.com

Pop:Sea:
Volcanoes ofLaser
the Deep
504-468-7231

Noon
11:00 am and12
1:00
pm

The Planets:

2:00 pm

Laser Pop:

12 Noon

Kenner Planetarium 2020 Fourth Street

Kenner Planetarium 2020 Fourth Street

On Tuesday through Friday by appointment only, 10 or more people.
Call 468-7231 for reservations or info.
Adults
$6.00 per show
Children/Seniors
$5.00 per show
Admission:
Adults, $6 per show; Children/Seniors, $5 per show
Kenner, Louisiana 70062
www.rivertownkenner.com
Multi-show packages available
504-468-7231
Multi-show packages available

*Children 2-12 years
*Seniors 60 and over

SHOW SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!

Multi-show packages available

*Children 2-12 years
*Seniors 60 and over

SHOW SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!

Kenner, Louisiana 70062

504-468-7231

www.rivertownkenner.com

www.rivertownkenner.com
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Lucky B Connected will be
selected each Friday. Win up
to 5 times each Friday night!
1 of the 40 winners will be

at 11:30 to win a
PLUS! selected
1,000 A-1 Electronics Giftcard!
pm

$

Saturday, February 4thth
22 Lucky B Connected Members will be selected
between 6pm - 11pm to win a new HD TV!

8 Winners will be selected every
hour from 7pm-11pm to win

32” 42” 60”

4 winners will win a big

Vizio 1080p HD TV

!

PLUS! RECEIVE 1 FREE ENTRY DURING THE PROMOTION
250 DAILY POINTS = 1 ENTRY. EARN ENTRIES FEB. 1ST-24TH.

16 winners will win a huge

LG 1080p LED HD TV

2 winners will win a gigantic

Saturday, February 11th
Four Lucky B Connected Members will be
selected each hour from 7pm - 11pm to see if
they can capture the winning shot worth

Sharp Aquos 1080p LED HD TV

EARN ENTRIES FROM 8AM-10:45PM ON SAT. 4TH ONLY.
100 DAILY POINTS = 1 ENTRY.
RECEIVE 1 FREE ENTRY ON SATURDAY 4TH.

Check in at any Kiosk starting at 3pm on drawing day. See B Connected Club for details. Restrictions apply.

EARN ENTRIES FROM 8AM-10:45PM ON SAT. 11TH ONLY.
100 DAILY POINTS = 1 ENTRY. RECEIVE 1 FREE ENTRY ON SATURDAY 11TH.

Check in at any Kiosk starting at 4pm on drawing day. See B Connected Club for details. Restrictions apply.

Check in at any Kiosk each drawing day, starting at 4pm on drawing day. See B Connected Club for details. Restrictions apply.

SINO!
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD CA
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From the Editor

All systems go for airport expansion
BY ALLAN KATZ

Projects are
now
underway
to improve the
looks, finances,
infrastructure and
operations at the Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International Airport in time for
the 2013 Super Bowl game. That is the
short-term game plan for the airport.
The long-term game plan is that New
Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu would
like to completely rebuild and expand
the airport with a goal of attracting
and handling more than 10 million
passengers a year.
Overseeing this effort is Iftikhar
Ahmad, the airport’s director of
aviation who has been here for a year
and a half and has generally made a
good impression on the Kenner elected
officials and business leaders who have
dealt with him.
Ahmad has been conciliatory and
congenial in his dealings with the city of
Kenner and Jefferson Parish. He often
speaks of the airport and the surrounding
city of Kenner as “our neighborhood.”
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Ahmad invites Kenner officials to meet
with him every couple of months to talk
about the expansion plans and answer
any questions that may come up.
All of this is a far cry from the
animosity between the airport and its
neighbors in the 1980s and 90s when
New Orleans plans for a parallel runway
heated up relations not just with Kenner
but Jefferson Parish and St. Charles
Parish as well. In those days, some New
Orleans officials questioned whether
they needed Kenner’s permission for
airport expansion. That issue has long
since been settled in favor of Kenner
having the power of review and approval
of airport expansion and Ahmad has
made it clear he intends to work closely
with Kenner officials who so far have
found nothing intrusive in the airport’s
plans to get bigger.
Among those who have been
receptive to the airport’s hopes to expand
its facilities is Kenner Mayor Michael
S. Yenni who sees the airport as an
economic catalyst that has already aided
the city’s need for new investments and

jobs. Not many people have realized
that Kenner’s travel industry is now up
to 9,000 hotel and motel rooms. There
are thousands of jobs in Kenner hotels,
motels, restaurants, car rental businesses
and stores that are related to travelers
who come and go via the airport.
Beyond that, the airport generates
some $5.5 million on average each year
in parking taxes and sales taxes that goes
into the Kenner coffers. Along with the
Treasure Chest Casino, the airport is
among the largest revenue generators
for the city. Given Kenner’s financial
problems, those airport dollars are very
important to the Kenner budget.
One of the key points that Mayor
Landrieu, Mayor Yenni and Ahmad
agree on is that the airport is one of
the few entities in the region that has
the power to lift the regional economy.
The more visitors that come through
the airport gates, the more jobs are
created and the more investments that
are attracted. When the backers of the
Hyatt Hotel in Downtown New Orleans,
destroyed by Hurricane Katrina, in the

last two years put up more than $200
million to rebuild it they were counting
on travelers coming through the airport
for conventions and vacations to fill
up all those beds they were paying for.
From the standpoint of those investors,
the more passengers that come through
the airport terminal, the merrier it will
be in metro New Orleans.
In the same way, Mayor Landrieu
is looking for a billion dollar plan
that will help New Orleans and its
metro neighbors, including Kenner,
accommodate more than 10 million
visitors a year. In his long-range
hopes, Mayor Landrieu would love to
build the basis that will one day yield
a visitor count of considerably more
than 10 million a year. Landrieu, Yenni
and Jefferson Parish President John
Young would all be quick to tell you
that if the metro region could attract
more than 10 million visitors a year, it
would invigorate the economy beyond
anything ever achieved in the past.
In the short term, Ahmad says, “The
continued on page 22

Political

National Guard needed in New Orleans
BY JEFF CROUERE
In response
to a dizzying
spate of violence
in New Orleans,
Mayor
Mitch
Landrieu and New
Orleans Police Department Chief Ronal
Serpas recently announced “front-end”
crime prevention tactics, such as more
“intensity” in “going after the criminals.”
The number of homicide detectives
will be increased and an earlier 8:00
p.m. curfew will be implemented in the
French Quarter area. City officials are
also launching a midnight basketball
program and starting to use street
negotiators to defuse potentially violent
situations before a crime occurs. The
diplomatic effort is modeled after
Chicago’s “Cease Fire” program. Sadly,
at this point, none of these tactics have
proven to be successful.
In the first 12 days of 2012, 12 people
were killed and 47 were shot. If this rate
continues, the city of New Orleans will
end the year with 365 murders and more
than 1,450 people being shot. Last year,
199 people were killed, which was an
increase over 2010, a year that New
Orleans retained the unfortunate title
of “Murder Capital” of the nation. The
city has an astonishing murder rate that
is 12 times higher than the average rate

throughout the country.
For years, New Orleans has been
suffering from an unacceptable level
of violence, but it is becoming even
more of a problem today. In just the past
few weeks, there have been shootings
in almost every area of New Orleans:
Gentilly, Lakeview, New Orleans East,
Central City, Uptown and Treme just
to name a few neighborhoods. Some of
the violence involves criminals killing
criminals, but innocent children are also
being shot and killed. At some point, law
abiding citizens have to say “enough is
enough.”
These crime problems are severe
and need to be addressed immediately.
New Orleans does not have the luxury
to wait for long-term solutions such as
improvements in public education. Law
abiding citizens want solutions now or
they will continue to leave the city and
the region.
This increasing level of violence
gives the city a very bad image and
overshadows the positive press New
Orleans received during the Sugar Bowl
and BCS Championship game.
During the major sporting events,
police beefed up their presence at the
tourist hot spots such as the French
Quarter. It was comforting to know
that the vast majority of visitors were

protected during these major events.
The problem is that other areas of New
Orleans were unprotected. On the night
of the Saints playoff victory against the
Detroit Lions, a woman was attacked
walking from the Algiers Ferry to her
home and it took police 80 minutes to
respond. Officers claimed that their
numbers were low in Algiers because
the majority of the officers in their
district were deployed in the French
Quarter.
It is clear that New Orleans needs
more police protection. In recent years,
the NOPD has been decimated for a
variety of reasons. Many officers have
retired from the force, but others have
been forced to resign or fired, while
some have been indicted or arrested for
criminal behavior. The result is that the
police force is several hundred officers
smaller than its peak prior to Hurricane
Katrina.
Unfortunately, it takes time to
recruit and train police officers. A new
recruiting class will add only a few
dozen new officers and it will take
years to build up to an adequate staffing
level. In the meantime, the people of
New Orleans are at risk as the number
of criminals is not declining, but
increasing.
continued on page 22
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The city of Kenner, your festival destination

Government

BY MICHAEL S.YENNI
Kenner Mayor
Situated
at
the north and
south boundaries
of our city are two
thriving festival
destinations that are rapidly gaining
popularity and as a result of this trend,
the potential for economic development
is endless. Both the Laketown and
Rivertown areas have become home
to festivals attended by thousands
of residents from the New Orleans
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metropolitan area.
The ambiance of the park area
situated adjacent to the shore of Lake
Pontchartrain has become home to
festivals such as Back to the Beach,
hosted by the Lake Pontchartrain Basin
Foundation. Typically held in June, the
proceeds from this two-day event benefit
the revitalization of Lake Pontchartrain.
Also hosted at this site were the first
and second annual Laketown Festivals,
which proceeds benefitted the city of

Wills Trusts
Successions
Business Law
Personal Injury

Over 30 years experience

M LF

Melchers Law Firm
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner, LA 70065

(504) 467-1092

www.melcherslawfirm.com

James L. Melchers, Attorney-At-Law

Extended Hours Breakfast Menu
• DINE IN OR TAKE
OUT • 701
W. Esplanade
(Chateau
Location
Only) location only! •

Saturday & Sunday til 3PM
Quick Breakfast

Buttermilk biscuit with eggs & cheese
Buttermilk biscuit with eggs, sausage & cheese
Buttermilk biscuit with eggs, grilled ham & cheese
Buttermilk biscuit with eggs, bacon & cheese
Croissant filled with eggs & cheese
Croissant filled with eggs, sausage & cheese
Croissant filled with eggs, grilled ham & cheese
Croissant filled with eggs, bacon &cheese
Breakfast taco

Belgian Waffles
Plain with syrup
Strawberry waffle
Blueberry waffle

$4.95
$5.95
$5.95

Banana waffle
Pecan waffle
Apple waffle

$2.95
$3.75
$3.75
$3.75
$4.75
$5.45
$5.45
$5.45
$5.50
$5.95
$5.95
$5.95

Elvis Breakfast, French Kiss, Omelets,
Eggs “The Way You Like Them,” Side Orders & Hot,
Cold and Frozen Beverages

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon-Sat 6:30 am - 8 pm
Sun - 7:00 am to 2 pm

Kenner and specifically its recreation
department, as well as the “Hurricane
Survivors Party,” which generated
funding to assist Grand Isle in its
rehabilitation from the destruction of
Hurricane Gustav. Upcoming events
for this site include Back to the Beach
2012, which is scheduled for June 2 and
June 3, as well as the city of Kenner’s
first “Beer and Barbeque Festival and
Cookoff,” tentatively scheduled for
June 9.
In addition to the attractions hosted
on the north side of the city at Laketown,
the south side of Kenner also offers a
prime location that has become home
to other festivals and similar attractions.
Kenner’s historic Rivertown, situated
beside the Mississippi, has recently
become home to new and exciting
venues. The highlight of September
2011 was the Celebracion Hispana de
Kenner, which celebrated Hispanic
Heritage Month and showcased the rich
culture that is most important to the city.
In addition, October 2011 was a huge
month for Rivertown as it hosted its first
Oktoberfest, a traditional festival held
by Deutsches Haus for many decades
in the city of New Orleans. This festival
spanned two weekends and brought
visitors and travelers to the Kenner
Rivertown area. The Halloween Bash
followed as another major attraction to

this area and was a huge success after
a two year hiatus. For the first time,
Kenner’s traditional Christmas Village
was relocated from Veterans Park to
Rivertown and the weekends in the
month of December showcased the
beautiful lights display and events that
were enjoyed by children and adults of
all ages.
We are excited to announce that the
Rivertown area will host several exciting
events this spring. The 11th annual
Festival Italiana will be held March 30,
31 and April 1. This is another tradition
for the city and boasts traditional Italian
food, as well as entertainment and
activities for all. The Music in the Park
events will be returning to Heritage Park
this spring as well and are scheduled to
span the month of May. These popular
Friday nights showcase local bands and
entertainment as well as food and beer.
The ability for Kenner to attract these
organizations and events is important for
the revitalization of Rivertown as well
as the overall economic growth of the
city. We are excited about the activities
being hosted at each end of our city and
hope to become home to many more. 
Mayor Yenni can be reached at 4687240 or by email at kennermayor@
kenner.la.us.

New changes coming to
inspection and code enforcement
BY TAMITHIA SHAW
Kenner Inspection and Code Enforcement Director
U p o n
accepting
the
permanent position of Kenner’s
Director of Inspection and Code
Enforcement, Mayor Michael S. Yenni
pressed upon me his vision to make
positive changes that would “increase
customer satisfaction and operational
efficiencies” within the department.
In an effort to bring this vision to
realization, the department of inspection
and code enforcement is pleased to
announce that changes will be made to
the occupational license office. These
changes are the first of many that will
occur within all of the offices that
comprise the department.
In the city of Kenner, every business
is required to obtain an occupational
business license prior to its opening.
Obtaining an occupational business
license serves the purpose of advising
the municipality that the business is
functioning and meeting regulations

relating to planning and zoning,
licensing, building safety and taxes paid
to the municipality. These requirements
are also mandated for those operating
home-based businesses.
Many concerns have arisen in
the past that the process to obtain an
occupational business license is too
cumbersome and does not appear
consistent.
Thus, the planned changes will
offer more clarity and uniformity about
the rules for business owners.
The proposed changes will allow
current business owners to go online
to renew their occupational business
license and to look up the requirements
regarding business name changes and
relocating businesses within the city of
Kenner.
The planned changes will also
provide prospective business owners
continued on page 23
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Mardi Gras safety
BY STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief
Mardi Gras
season is upon
us and carnival
revelry will soon
be in full swing. Mardi Gras is not only
one of our area’s most unique festivities,
but one of our country’s most talked
about and anticipated events. This is
a great time to spend with family and
friends, but also a time to be responsible,
careful of our surroundings and watchful
of our little ones.
It is important to remain extra
vigilant of our children’s safety during
this festive time. Children are especially
prone to accidents during Mardi Gras
with the large crowds, beads and trinkets
flying around and all of the commotion
going on during parades. Remind your
children to stay out of the street and to
never run after throws or follow behind
floats. Teach them to be careful when
reaching down to pick up throws and
make sure young children don’t put
beads or trinkets in their mouths as this
can cause a choking hazard.
If you plan on using a ladder to
give your children a better view of
the parades, make sure you follow

regulations for setting up the ladder. Set
up the ladder as far back from the street
as the ladder is tall. For example, if the
ladder is eight feet tall, then it should be
placed eight feet behind the curb. Take
note that putting ladders in intersections
or fastening multiple ladders together
is prohibited in many areas. Make sure
children are properly fastened in the
seat. Stand on the back of the ladder as
an anchor and also to protect them from
fast flying throws. Also, be careful when
putting your child over your shoulders.
Crowds can shift unexpectedly, making
it easy to get knocked over.
Consider implementing a family
plan should anyone unexpectedly get
separated and make sure your children
are fully aware of what they should do in
an emergency. Establish a meeting place
in case someone gets lost and have your
kids carry a card that includes their name,
address, phone number and pre-arranged
meeting place. If you leave your group
during parades for any reason, have
someone accompany you and avoid
walking on deserted side streets. Report
any suspicious activity or persons you
may observe. Also, carry your personal

belongings in a small bag or purse that
can be strapped around your waist or
across your chest for added security.
If you plan on drinking during the
festivities, please do so responsibly and
limit your alcohol consumption when
watching over little ones. Appoint a
designated driver beforehand should you
decide to drink during the celebrations.
Under no circumstances should you ever
drink and drive.

Lori and Kevin Guffey

Grant provides message boards for Kenner

Working in cooperation with the Jefferson Parish
Homeland Security Committee, Kenner’s Office of
Emergency Management has acquired three mobile variable
message boards at no cost to the citizens of Kenner.
Variable message boards are primarily used for alerting
motorists to construction zones, but they can be very
useful for evacuations (e.g., Contraflow), AMBER Alerts,
checkpoints, crowd control and special events. The boards
are highly portable and easy to program. These devices use
the latest technology, with a solar-powered charging system and remote access
capability.
The devices were purchased using funds made available to each parish through
the State Homeland Security Grant Program (SHSP).
These message boards can be deployed as needed throughout the city by
Kenner’s police, fire, public works, and recreation departments in connection with
public safety and homeland security related activities.

JOIN THE KREWE OF CASH!

YOU COULD WIN

CASH INSTANTLY!

KPD women’s self defense course taking place in February

The Kenner Police Department will hold the next women’s self defense course
on the evenings of February 13, 15 and 16 from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. The program
teaches women self-defense techniques and how to execute them properly if they are
ever confronted by an attacker.
The course is free and open to all females 13 years and older. Participants
may take the course as many times as desired to learn the latest self-defense and
safety techniques. The course is taught by certified police officers who conduct
group discussions and demonstrations on the definitions of types of sexual assaults,
lawful means of self-defense, abduction, risk awareness, recognition, reduction and
avoidance, and self-defense techniques.
Participants will also have the opportunity, if they so choose, to practice selfdefense techniques with a certified instructor. In order to sign up, participants must
agree to be present all three days of class.
For more information and to fill out an application visit the Kenner Police
Department website at www.kennerpd.com and click the women’s self defense link.
Contact the KPD Community Relations Division at jvirgil@kennerpd.com or 7122395. 

The Kenner Police Department
wishes you and your family a safe and
fun-filled Mardi Gras season. If you have
any safety concerns that you would like
me to address, please feel free to contact
me at kpd@kenner.la.us. 
Kenner Police Chief Caraway can
be reached by email at kpd@kenner.
la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department
website at www.kennerpd.com
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Law

Who gets the insurance money?
BY JAMES L. MELCHERS
While that
question could
apply to various
circumstances,
this
column
will discuss an
appeals court case from 2011 regarding
a cancer insurance policy. The actual
names have been changed in the case we
will be discussing below.
In March of 1986, Mr. Smith, a
single man, bought an AFLAC cancer
indemnity policy. Approximately, 10

years later he was diagnosed with
prostate cancer and received benefits
under his policy. While his cancer was in
remission in 1999, he married.
His cancer returned in 2008, and
once again he collected money from the
AFLAC policy. His benefits of about
$40,000 were put into a joint checking
account owned by himself and his wife.
Mr. Smith executed a will in which he
left everything in the joint account to his
wife. He named his son as executor of
the will.
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Mr. Smith died in May of 2009. At
the time of his death, he was owed over
$65,000 in benefits from the policy. So
the legal question became, who gets the
money – the estate or the wife? Is this
money the community property of Mr.
and Mrs. Smith or the separate property
of Mr. Smith? This is an important
question because community property
and separate property are handled
differently.
According to the provisions of the
insurance policy, the check must be
written to the estate of Mr. Smith. As
you can probably guess, the son and
the wife had very different opinions
about this money. The son, who was
also the executor of the estate, filed a
petition for a declaratory judgment that
the money payable to his father’s estate
was his father’s separate property. The
wife claimed the benefit payable to Mr.
Smith’s estate from the cancer policy
was community property.
The trial court found that the cancer
policy and remaining benefits were Mr.
Smith’s separate property and therefore,
payable to the estate. The court also
found that the wife was entitled to
receive, as reimbursement, one-half of
the community money used to pay the
policy premiums.
The wife appealed the trial court’s
judgment. Mrs. Smith argued that
the disputed insurance money was
community property because the cancer
that triggered the payment happened
during the marriage. The court of appeal
disagreed with Mrs. Smith.
While the cancer giving rise to the

disputed payment came up during the
marriage, the right to recover the benefits
arose from the insurance policy, which
was clearly his separate property. The
court ruled this way because the policy
was purchased approximately 13 years
prior to their marriage and named Mr.
Smith as the sole owner and insured.
Benefits under the policy were payable to
Mr. Smith alone and Mr. Smith gained his
right to recover under the policy in 1986.
Additionally, while some community
money had been used to pay premiums,
the amount paid by the community was
much less than the amount paid by Mr.
Smith separately. Consequently, the
benefits due upon Mr. Smith’s death
were ruled to be the separate property of
Mr. Smith.
In summary, the court of appeal
found that the insurance policy was the
separate property of Mr. Smith because it
was purchased long before the marriage.
The court of appeal affirmed the judgment
of the trial court in all respects. The
disputed payment was made to the estate
of Mr. Smith and disbursed according to
his will.
If you want to avoid a situation such
as this, please contact a legal professional
today. 
James L. Melchers is the senior
attorney at Melchers Law Firm, located
at 909 West Esplanade Avenue in
Kenner and the firm’s primary areas of
practice are estate planning, wills, trusts,
successions, corporate law, and personal
injury. Melchers can be reached at
467-1092 or visit the website at www.
melcherslawfirm.

Government

Price of riding Kenner Loop buses increased
BY ALLAN KATZ

WANTED: NEW ASSOCIATES
We are looking for a few serious people to join our energetic and
progressive thinking company. You provide the energy and we will
provide everything you need to become a success in the real estate
industry. Call (504) 433-6464 for more information.

Williams Office

4140 Willians Blvd. Kenner. LA 70065

The board of commissioners for
the New Orleans Regional Transit
Authority voted at its January meeting
to increase the fare on the Kenner Loop
bus route from 80 cents to $1.25. The
increase will go into effect on Sunday,
February 5, 2012. Kenner officials say
the increase is necessary for the bus
line’s survival.
The Kenner Loop is a route within
the RTA system that is run for the city
of Kenner. It uses two buses for its
service every day but Sunday when
only one bus traverses the route. That
route, which winds within the city of
Kenner, connects with three Jefferson
Parish routes. Sharon Leader, Kenner’s
transportation consultant, says that
the two buses serve between 14,000
and 15,000 riders a month, which is
still lower than before Katrina, but
the ridership numbers continue to

rise. The 80 cents fare has been held
without change since the mid-1990s.
Historically, the city has helped
fund the gap between dedicated transit
state and parish funding and the
annual cost of the service. Leader said
the fare increase will defray around
$67,000 of the costs of the service.
However, additional funding will be
needed annually to completely pay the
costs of the Kenner Loop. Because of
the Kenner’s fiscal situation, the city
can no longer financially support the
service. Leader and Kenner officials
say a possible source of funding could
come from Jefferson Parish. Kenner
officials contend that a transportation
millage paid by all home owners in the
parish, including Kenner residents, and
collected by the parish, has never been
fairly redistributed to the city. Without
continued on page 23
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Chart toppers dominate Family Gras, 2011
economic impact of $6.6 million
While welcoming today’s charttopping artists like Hot Chelle Rae,
SafetySuit, Parachute, Electric Touch,
Christina Grimmie, Downtown Fiction,
The Farm, and more onto the February
10, 11 and 12, 2012 Family Gras stage,
Jefferson Convention and Visitors
Bureau President and CEO Violet Peters
defined the new festival as an “economic
thrust” for the area.
Now in its fifth year, Family Gras is
a proven tourism attraction, generating
$6.6 million in economic impact in
2011 and attracting over 85,000 festivalgoers. The concerts and carnival
festivities called Family Gras began
in 2007 creating an economic impact
of $565,000 from 14,000 attendees.
The event has grown significantly over
the years, and this year, two stages
will bookend the median across from
Lakeside Mall and feature almost 20
artists.
According to a University of New
Orleans hospitality study, Family Gras
2011 accounted for 11,571 visitor
nights. Many of the Causeway corridor
hotels in Metairie were booked to
capacity for the three-day weekend.

The 2011 study indicated the following
effects. Forty-nine percent respondents
were attending Family Gras for the first
time in 2011. Sixty-six percent of outof-town Family Gras weekend visitors
stayed overnight and the average visitor
stayed 2.8 nights. In 2011, 71 percent
of the out-of-town visitors stayed in a
hotel. Ninety-two percent of the out-oftown visitors chose to go to restaurants
during their visit and 18.9 percent
shopped in Lakeside Shopping Center.
The average party size was 4.1 people.
Of Family Gras visitors, 84 percent
attended Family Gras weekend with
one or more children under age 18, a
contributing factor to the large party
size reported. The respondents’ favorite
things about Family Gras weekend were
music and entertainment (51 percent),
family/friends (16 percent), sense of
safety at the event (12 percent) and the
atmosphere/people (12 percent).
Other performers at Family Gras
2012 include The Doodlebops, Amanda
Shaw, The Vettes, Cowboy Mouth,
Here Come the Mummies, The Drifters
featuring Rick Sheppard, The Bacon
Brothers, the Creole String Beans and
continued on page 22

Jefferson Parish government access
television now available on AT&T U-verse
along with the city of Kenner
Effective January 9, 2012,
Jefferson Parish Government Access
Television (JPTV) is available
to customers of AT&T U-verse
on Channel 99. Jefferson Parish
government
access
television
continues to be available to Cox
Communications customers on
Channel 6 in Jefferson Parish. The
city of Kenner’s KTV’s Channel 76
government access channel was able
to be accessed by AT&T’s U-verse
customers on Channel 99 since
August 31, 2011.
JPTV
Government
Access
Television programming is now
also available on the parish website,
www.jeffparish.net, streaming live,
around-the-clock, and is available
for viewing on some smartphones
and hand-held devices with Internet
access. This service is available
through a working partnership
between the Jefferson Parish Public
Information Office and Swagit
Productions, LLC. The Swagit
Cosmos Broadcast System will allow

the production and live broadcast
of all Jefferson Parish Council
meetings in both the Joseph S. Yenni
Building on the East Bank and the
General Government Building on
the West Bank.
All video content archives
and live cable stream of council
meetings is accessible from the
homepage of the parish website,
www.jeffparish.net. Citizens now
can view discussions and outcomes
of specific council meeting agenda
items of interest from the most
recent, as well as archived council
meetings through video indexing of
the meeting agendas.
In the event of an emergency,
an additional encoder is installed
in the Jefferson Parish Emergency
Operations Center allowing the
parish to further its communication
reach and distribution of important
information through AT&T U-verse
Channel 99, Cox Channel 6 and the
parish website. 
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Here’s an idea to consider: Rent storage
space in event of a hurricane
BY ALLAN KATZ

Sean Landry, resident manager of
Big Easy Self Storage located at 2201
West Napoleon Avenue, reports that
some Kenner residents are securing
storage space to protect essential documents and possessions far in advance
of hurricane season.
“In a way, this is the ideal time
to consider the idea of renting storage space,” says Landry. “We’re still
a distance from hurricane season so
there’s no pressure to decide. But it’s
worth noting that after Hurricane Katrina, there were lines at all storage
facilties and all storage space was 100
percent occupied.”
He says some people rent storage space and just hold onto it in case
there is a hurricane that comes this
way. Others rent storage space and put
valuables or copies of important documents in their storage space.
“It’s like taking out an insurance
policy,” says Landry. “We all hope
there isn’t a hurricane in our immediate future. But, if a hurricane comes,
you’ll never regret having secured
your storage space far in advance.”
He says that Big Easy’s facility in
Kenner was designed to withstand 100

mile an hour winds. The windows are
hurricane wind rated and impact resistant. On the first floor, the storage
units are about four feet above street
level. There is also second floor storage space available. Big Easy offers
units that are capable of storing vintage and classic vehicles and the company also offers storage insurance.
Climate controlled units are available
as well.
“Our facility is already 86 percent occupied so we don’t have a lot
of storage units that haven’t already
been spoken for,” says Landry. “I’m
like everyone else. My prayer is that
we won’t have another hurricane for
at least 40 years. But, for people who
think ahead and like to minimize their
risks, it isn’t a bad idea to consider
securing storage space at a time when
hurricane season is far off and there’s
no pressure to scramble to locate a
place where you can store your important and precious possessions.”
Big Easy Storage’s website is
www.bigeasyselfstorage.com and their
phone number is 468-3474. 
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Airport

High hopes in 2012

By IFTIKHAR AHMAD
Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
The
year
2012 is shaping
up to be extremely
busy for Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport and the greater
New Orleans metro area. In fact,
visitors by the droves have already been
flocking to our area to enjoy the special
sporting events and our unique sights
and sounds. The increase in out-oftown visitors began with a New Year’s
Celebration in the Crescent City; then
came the Allstate Sugar Bowl, followed
by the first 2011 season playoff game for
the New Orleans Saints and concluding
with the nationally touted College BCS
football game. The estimate of guests
during the 10 day period numbered
more than 300,000 and of this number,
thousands arrived via scheduled and
charter flights through Armstrong
International Airport. New Orleans
Mayor Mitch Landrieu has called this

exciting period “the most spectacular 10
days that the city has had in its history.”
Looking ahead this year, the airport will
be kept on its toes as the first official
greeter to airborne attendees for another
14 major events that will take place all
the way into 2013, with events ranging
from this year’s Mardi Gras to the 2013
Super Bowl. Interspersed among these
events will be over 400 conventions
with approximately 100 ranging in
projected attendance from 1,000 to
40,000 conventioneers per meeting.
The New Orleans Aviation Board
(NOAB) and staff are working feverishly
to complete the $300 million dollar
modernization of the existing airport
facility, prior to the 2013 Super Bowl.
Upon completion, arriving passengers
will enter a refurbished terminal with a
new look that will unify the airport with
features that are carried throughout the
building, to improve way-finding and
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create excitement using color and light.
In addition, a new modern Consolidated
Rental Car Facility, scheduled to be
finished in time for the major sporting
event, will more than double the rental
cars presently available. For a personal
touch, passengers will be greeted by our
airport customer service representatives
and ambassador volunteers with
assistance, information and a smile.
During the 2013 Super Bowl week,
they will be joined by additional
NOAB staff and representatives
from the New Orleans Metropolitan
Convention Bureau and New Orleans
Sports Foundation to ensure that all
of our arriving passengers are given
a memorable welcome. I can say with
confidence that we will be ready.
In other airport news, I am pleased
to report that Moody’s Investors
Service has affirmed the A3 rating on
the outstanding $128.4 million general
airport revenue bonds of the NOAB with
a “stable” outlook. The rating and stable
outlook are based on strong debt service
coverage ratios (DSCRs) supported by
steadily growing passenger traffic and
revenues along with strong liquidity
levels and no immediate plans for
additional debt. The rating incorporates
the dominant position that the origin and
destination (O&D) airport has in the city
of New Orleans, Southern Louisiana,
Southern Mississippi and Southwestern
Alabama as well as the diversity
of commercial airlines serving the
airport. The airline market share is well
diversified with Southwest Airlines, the
leading airline having approximately 35
percent of the market share (including
its recent acquisition of Air Tran
Airways). The combined impacts of
Hurricane Katrina, the national and

global recession and the moratorium
on off-shore drilling have collectively
prolonged the region and the airport’s
ultimate recovery. However, the airport
continues to display improving financial
metrics that are supportive of Moody’s
A3 rating including conservative debt
structure which limits� financial risks
and includes no variable rate debt. Debt
service is level with all debt maturing in
2023. Further, the airport has consistent
strong liquidity with over 600 days of
cash on hand for the past five years. We
are pleased with Moody’s assessment of
how the board is handling its finances.
Early last year, Fitch Ratings upgraded
its rating and Standard and Poor’s rating
services affirmed NOAB bonds. This
indicates that the NOAB is on the right
path.
As we move through the year, I
am excited about the opportunities we
will have to introduce to the traveling
public New Orleans hospitality in our
revitalized historic institution. Now
more than ever I believe we can say
“laissez les bons temps rouler (Let the
good times roll).” 
Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation
for Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport may be reached at
director@flymsy.com. Check your local
listings for the air time of the Armstrong
International Airport 30 minute
television program, “Airport Alive,”
or view it on the airport website, www.
flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport
Alive” link on the “News and Stats”
page. You can now follow the airport
on Facebook.com/Armstrongintl and
Twitter @NO Airport. To find out how
to be a volunteer at the airport, click on
“Ambassador” on the airport’s website
homepage.

A new retailer, the Earthbound Trading
Company is slated to open in April in The
Esplanade mall. The 3,000 square-foot store
will be located on the second level near the
mall food court.
Earthbound Trading Company will
offer shoppers an eclectic assortment of
products. The store reportedly works closely
with artisans, craft co-ops and exporters
from all over the world to find a wide range
of treasures such as embroidered tunics
and dresses, textile-inspired accessories,
gifts, home décor, native art, hand-crafted
consumer goods, candles, incense and
jewelry. The store is expected to offer
multicultural merchandise, vibrant displays
and competitive prices.

According to its website, the goal of
Earthbound Trading Company is to be “an
outstanding retail company that provides
extraordinary products with excellent value
in an environment that evokes a sense of
adventure for our customers.”
The company’s website is www.
earthboundtrading.com.
“We’re very excited about adding
Earthbound Trading Company to our diverse
retail mix,” said Lindsey VonHoven, director
of marketing and business development for
the mall. “We are always happy to welcome
retailers that will enhance our shoppers’
experience.”
The Esplanade mall is located at 1401
West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner. 

Community
Earthbound Trading Company
to open at The Esplanade mall
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Community

Arbor Day celebrated with tree planting in city’s park
On January 18, 2012, at the
Kenner City Park Pavilion located at
3800 Loyola Drive, Arbor Day was
commemorated by Kenner Mayor
Michael S. Yenni and city officials.
At the ceremony, Chateau Estates
Garden Club was recognized for
adopting the Kenner City Park and a
live oak tree donated by the club was
planted by Mayor Yenni as part of the
Deep South Region of National Garden
Club’s Adopt-a-Park program.
Chateau Estates Garden Club has
also recently added six pink knock-

out roses to a garden bed in the park
to honor Breast Cancer Awareness and
in conjunction with this year’s Adopta-Park program. The 75 members of
Chateau Estates Garden Club are part
of the Louisiana Federation of Garden
Clubs which is affiliated with National
Garden Clubs, Inc. Members present at
the ceremony were president Pat Golemi,
vice president Denise Woodward,
Betty Bonura, Barbara Richard, Jan
Breaux, Beverly Melancon and Stanley
Henderson. Also present were members
from Jefferson Beautification, Inc., a

group formed in 1990 to provide funding
for tree planting and beautification
projects on public green spaces in
Jefferson Parish and to promote tree
planting and beautification through
education and public awareness.
Golemi said, “Planting trees is a gift
we give to our friends and neighbors
and future generations. I have enjoyed
bringing my grandchildren to this
park. We have picnicked, played on
the slides, fed the ducks and run free.
As the years go by and the trees grow,
I hope this park will also be a respite

for my children when they become
grandparents.” Also in attendance was
Nell Howard of Parkway Partners, a
non-profit organization that establishes
community gardens, plants trees across
New Orleans. Howard, quoting an old
Chinese proverb said, “The best time
to plant a tree was 20 years ago – the
second best time is now.”
In December of 2007, the city of
Kenner was named and recognized
nationally as a Tree City USA
community by the National Arbor Day
continued on page 21

St. Jerome
Knights of Columbus
Seafood Dinners
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Lent Dates Feb. 24 thru Apr. 6 • 11am - 7pm
Fish Plates
Shrimp Plates
Soft Shell Crab
Stuffed Crab Plates
Shrimp Creole
Combo Plates
Kenner Mayor Michael S.Yenni plants a live oak tree in Kenner’s City Park. The tree was donated by
the Chateau Estates Garden Club in honor of Arbor Day.
Photo by Barry Sprague
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Avoid these financial mistakes

Banking

BY GUY WILLIAMS

Many of us
have a “to-do”
list. Well, here is
a “don’t-do” list
for 2012.
Don’t consolidate your bills. In
these days of low loan demand many
financial institutions are again urging
folks to consolidate their bills into
“one easy payment.” Don’t fall for it.
This might seem good since you can
eliminate many bills and usually reduce
your monthly payment. The problem is
that you will almost always lengthen
the time it will take to get out of debt.
The other problem is that once the credit
cards are paid to zero almost everyone
gradually increases the balances back to
the original level. Now you have twice
the debt, the consolidation loan and the
credit cards.
Don’t take out a home equity loan.
Many people feel that the equity in their
home can be used for many things such
as vacations and furniture, etc. The
equity is just that – equity. Once you
borrow against it, you no longer have
any equity in your home. This can make
it difficult if not impossible to reduce
the rate on your first mortgage and will

delay the day when you can have a burn
the mortgage party. Leave your home
equity alone and work to pay off the
mortgage.
Do not make PIN based debit card
transactions. When you use a PIN, the
money is deducted directly from your
bank account and you have no right to
dispute the transaction through Visa or
Master Card if there is a problem.
Also more and more crooks are
secretly recording PIN numbers and
then using skimming technology to
create fake debit cards that they then
use at ATM machines to withdraw cash.
Ultimately the bank will reimburse
you for this type of fraud but only
after you notice it and notify the bank.
Also if you wait too long to notify the
bank you may be past the cutoff date
for reimbursement. Just press “credit”
when using your debit card. You will
be safer and avoid some potential
problems. Also, as a result of the Dodd/
Frank tax bill, many of the large banks
are charging or considering charging for
PIN based transactions. Using the credit
key, you can avoid those potential fees.
Don’t put money into college savings
if you haven’t maxed out your retirement
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and perhaps once a year use it to buy gas
then pay it back to zero. A high credit
score will help with job applications,
insurance and borrowing costs if you do
need to borrow for a car or home, etc.
Finally, don’t borrow from your
401k or similar retirement account.
Unless the loan is quickly paid back,
and they rarely are, the tax bite can be
substantial. The penalties and taxes
make this a very poor way to get money.
Also this can substantially reduce your
retirement income.
So, as we go further into 2012,
add these “don’t dos” to your “to-do”
list. �As always your local community
banker is available to help with sound
financial advice. 
Guy Williams is president and chief
executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and
Trust Company. Their Kenner branch
office is located at 3410 Williams
Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch
manager, can be contacted at 5653661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s
website at www.gulfbank.com.

Government

Louisiana taxpayers missing $1.3 million
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savings, particularly for plans with any
sort of match. All of us want to help
our children but they can get TOPS
money for college, look for academic
scholarships or as a last resort, borrow
money for college. You can’t borrow
money for retirement and you can’t go
back in time to get the matching money
that you missed.
When you have extra money, prepay
your smallest bill, not the one with the
highest interest rate. This seems odd,
but you want to build momentum and
by working on the smallest bill, you will
more quickly get it paid off. When that
occurs, add its payment to the payment
on your next lowest account balance
until it is paid as well. Keep paying
and increasing your payments until the
last bill is paid. Financial advisor Dave
Ramsey calls this the “debt repayment
snow ball.” It gains momentum as
time goes by. I like the concept and
recommend it.
Don’t cancel your paid off credit
card accounts – just don’t run the
balance up again. It seems irrational but
your credit score will go down when you
close the account. Just leave it at zero

Introductory 1-hour Murad®
Healthy Skin facial session*

Open 7 Days: M-F 8-10, Sat 8-6, Sun 10-6
MassageEnvy.com · Convenient Hours · Franchises Available
KENNER
819 W. Esplanade Ave., Suite B
corner of Chateau Blvd
(504) 496-9000
*See clinic for details. ©2011 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC.
E2843

Tax time is here, and state Treasurer
John Kennedy reminds taxpayers to check
to see if the IRS owes them old federal
income tax refunds. “Over $1.3 million is
owed to 1,362 Louisiana taxpayers whose
federal income tax refund checks were
undeliverable,” said Treasurer Kennedy.
The Louisiana Department of the
Treasury has posted the IRS undelivered
refund list on its Facebook page located
at www.facebook.com/LouisianaTreasury.
Anyone who sees his or her name should
then proceed to the “Where’s My Refund”
online service of the IRS at www.IRS.gov
or by calling 1-800-829-1954.
“One of the main reasons a federal
income tax refund can’t be delivered is
because of an old address,” says Treasurer
Kennedy. “When a taxpayer moves
without notifying the IRS or the post
office, the refund check that was sent to
the individual’s old address is returned to
the IRS.”
The “Where’s My Refund” tool on
www.IRS.gov will provide taxpayers with
the status of their refunds and will provide
information on how to resolve delivery
usmust
to
problems. To use the tool,Call
a taxpayer
submit a Social Security number, filing
status and amount of the refund showed
on his or her return. Taxpayers can claim

their refund checks as soon as they update
their addresses with the IRS.
To avoid having an undelivered
refund this tax year, the IRS suggests using
direct deposit of an income tax refund into
a checking or savings account. The IRS
also recommends that taxpayers file their
tax returns electronically, because e-file
eliminates the risk of lost paper returns.
According to the IRS, the public
should be aware of common phishing
tricks by scammers who e-mail taxpayers
to alert them of pending refunds. The
IRS does not contact taxpayers by e-mail
to alert them of pending refunds and
does not ask for personal or financial
information through e-mail. The agency
urges taxpayers receiving such messages
not to release any personal information,
reply, open any attachments or click on
any links to avoid malicious code that
can infect their computers. The best way
for an individual to verify if she or he
has a pending refund is going directly to
www.IRS.gov and using the “Where’s My
Refund?” tool.
The federal IRS maintains their
advertise!
own unclaimed refund program and
does not transfer the funds to Louisiana
Department of the Treasury’s Unclaimed
Property Program. 
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Home

BY DAN DORMADY
There
are
some small home
emergencies,
which, if not
attended
to
properly,
can
quickly become big home emergencies.
Don’t panic. Below are the solutions
to some of the most common small
home emergencies.
Pipe break: If a water pipe were
to break in the house, all occupants
of the home should know where the
main water shut-off is located so
they can terminate the water at that
point. The main water shut-off valve
is normally located outside on the
perimeter of a slab home or under the
front of a raised home. If you cannot
find it because it is not exposed and
accessible, we suggest calling the
local water department (the phone
number is on your water bill).
In the case where the water leak
is at a specific plumbing fixture, the
best approach is to shut off the water
immediately at that location. All
plumbing fixtures, including toilets,
sinks and basins should have shutoff valves located under the fixture

against the wall. Have them installed
if none exist. If a bathtub or shower
is leaking, it will be necessary to shut
the water off at the main water shutoff and call a licensed plumber.
A leaking water heater can usually
be shut off at the valve in the pipe
leading into the water heater. For
safety reasons, the gas must also be
shut off at the water heater and that
valve is usually found on the gas
piping at the lower left side of the
water heater.
Gas leak: If you have an idea
where the smell is coming from, such
as a water heater, stove, oven, gas
dryer or furnace, you can turn the gas
off at the appliance. These valves are
typically located within three feet of
the appliance on the gas piping system.
Gas valves, called gas cocks, have
a straight blade-type handle and are
on when the handle is parallel with
the pipe and off when the handle is
perpendicular to the pipe. Therefore,
only a one-quarter turn is required to
turn gas cocks off.
If you have no idea where the gas
leak is coming from, it is always best
to turn the complete system off and

call the gas company. The main gas
shut-off valve is located on the inlet
side of the gas meter. In most cases,
this valve is in the piping to the meter.
It is necessary to use a crescent or pipe
wrench to turn this valve off, again,
making the handle perpendicular to the
pipe with a quarter turn. If you have
any questions about the location of the
gas main, call your gas company.
Toilet overflow: First, turn off
the water at the valve under the toilet.
If it’s a case of too much paper or
other matter causing a stoppage, a
plunger should work. If the toilet is
not operating because the sewer is
stopped up, a homeowner can help
prevent overflowing by opening the
sewer clean-out (located outside the
building) to relieve the pressure on the
system. Then call your plumber or a
drain-cleaning company. It’s important
to understand that the sewer line is the
main drain, which receives the waste
from all the plumbing fixtures in the
house. When this pipe is stopped
up, every plumbing fixture will be
affected. Water seeks the lowest level
and any water permitted to enter the
plumbing system at a higher level,

such as a kitchen sink, will back up
at a lower fixture, such as a toilet or
shower. So when this happens, do not
allow any more water to run into the
system from anywhere in the house
until you have had a plumber clean out
the sewer line.
As a reminder, you must practice
good common sense and safety when
performing any home maintenance
or repair activity. Never put yourself
in any danger. When in doubt, call a
professional. 
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed
professional engineer and licensed
home inspector and the president
of Criterium-Dormady Engineers,
a
locally
owned
consulting
engineering firm specializing in
residential and commercial building
inspection services. Dormady can
be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box
113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565,
or at criteriumdormady@cox.net.
Criterium-Dormady
Engineers’
website is www.criterium-dormady.
com.
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Does your physician recommend physical, occupational and speech therapy?
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner uses team approach!

Health

BY PAOLO ZAMBITO
For all of your
therapy
needs,
Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner
offers a full range of rehabilitation
services. These services include
physical therapy, occupational therapy
and speech therapy.
Judd Patterson, LOTR, and director
of rehabilitation services at OMCKenner explains that the rehabilitation
department at OMC-Kenner is unique
in that it utilizes a multi-disciplinary
approach for patients who need treatment
from all three disciplines. “The team
of physical, occupational and speech
therapists designs an individual plan of
care for each patient,” says Patterson.
“This allows goals to be set that can
carry over from one treatment session
to another.” Patients with neurological
problems, including those who have
had strokes or spinal cord injuries, often
benefit from this approach.
One key service provided by OMCKenner is rehab for sports injuries
and other orthopedic problems. The

rehabilitation department also provides
both pre- and post-operative care for
patients having joint replacement
surgery.
OMC-Kenner is very fortunate to
have three physical therapists on staff
who have manual therapy certifications
(MTC). The manual therapy is a handson approach to treat various spine
and extremity impairments with soft
tissue and joint mobilization. These
therapists specialize in orthopedic
injuries, neurological issues, as well as
chronic and acute pain in the back and
extremities.
In addition, OMC-Kenner also
employs an occupational therapist that
is a certified hand therapist (CHT). She
has an additional certification in Kinesio
Taping, a rehabilitative taping technique
that is designed to facilitate the body’s
natural healing process while providing
support and stability to muscles and
joints. Patients undergo rehabilitation of
the hand and arm to prevent dysfunction,
restore function or reverse pathology.
Ochsner’s certified hand therapist is

skilled in post-operative treatment and
trauma, arthritis, burns, inflammatory
disorders and other injuries of the hand
and arm.
OMC-Kenner’s speech therapy
team is skilled in evaluating and
treating speech, language, cognitive and
voice disorders. They also have speech
therapists who are certified in VitalStim,
a treatment for patients with difficulty
swallowing. VitalStim is a form of
neuromuscular
external
electrical
stimulation designed to re-educate
the muscles of the throat to promote
swallowing.
“What really separates OMCKenner from others is the individualized
care that our patients are given from
licensed therapists,” says Patterson.
“Our patients receive personalized
treatment from knowledgeable and
caring professionals.”
Rehab services at OMC-Kenner are

located on the first floor of the Medical
Office Building in the Diagnostics and
Therapy Center and are available from
8:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m., Monday
through Thursday, and 8:00 a.m.
until 5:00 p.m. on Friday. For more
information call 464-8173. 
Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief
executive officer at Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner and has served in this
role for six years. Zambito has been at
the Kenner facility for over 20 years.
Zambito, who serves on the boards of
the National Kidney Foundation of
Louisiana and the Louisiana Extended
Care Hospital of Kenner is also a
member of the Jefferson Chamber of
Commerce and the Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce of Louisiana. For
more information of the services and
physicians at Ochsner Medical CenterKenner call 464-8000.

Arthritis pain can be excruciating but Ochsner
doctor says it’s still crucial to exercise
BY ALLAN KATZ

the power of now
Here, there and everywhere—nowadays, it’s where
business gets done. And at AT&T our mobile
innovations are always where you are, so you can
stay on top of all the possibilities. Our 3G wireless
network keeps iPhones, wireless cards, and cell
phones powered for your life, wherever you may be.

© 2011 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved.

For an arthritis patient, the pain
caused by the illness may be so awful
that the idea of exercise is just too
much to contemplate. But a doctor at
the Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner
says as difficult as it may be, exercise
is absolutely essential if the patient is
to have any hope of getting better and
maintaining even a minimal quality of
life.
“The bulk of my practice is arthritis
patients and I tell them that they’ve
got to fight back,” says Dr. Vinod
Dasa, a specialist in joint replacement
at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner.
“Patients who give in to their arthritis
lower their resistance to other illnesses
that may be life-threatening. The only
way to manage arthritis is to fight
back. Exercise, more than any drug,
offers the possibility of relief. I know
how difficult it can be for an arthritis
patient to push themselves to follow
an exercise regimen but it is almost
mandatory if the patient wants to get
better.”
An interesting aspect of arthritis
treatment is that increasingly, arthritis
is becoming an illness of middle age
rather than old age.
“In part that’s probably due to the
rise in obesity,” says Dr. Dasa. “But it
also reflects that fact that people today
aspire to a higher quality of life than

their parents or grandparents might
have enjoyed. My patients in their 40s
and 50s don’t want to be limited by
arthritis. They want to play golf and
tennis or jog. They want to be able to
get in their boats and go fishing with
their grandchildren. So when they feel
the onset of arthritis pain, they don’t
just tolerate it and they don’t give up
their favorite activities. They go to
their doctor and say, `What do I have to
do to get a handle on my arthritis pain
so I can maintain the quality of life that
I want for myself?”
That is when Dr. Dasa outlines a
medical program for the treatment of
arthritis that invariably includes an
exercise regimen to keep the arthritis
from getting worse.
Dr. Dasa, who has been in Kenner
since 2007, says that Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner is one of the best
facilities he’s seen for the treatment of
serious arthritis cases. “The facilities
are excellent, the patient care is firstclass and the administration is totally
committed to being in the forefront of
arthritis treatment,” he says. “To that,
add the fact that Kenner is an excellent
place to live and the Ochsner Medical
Center here is conveniently located.
We like to think that at Ochsner, we’re
part of Kenner’s quality of life.” 
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Organizers excited as Final Four returns to New Orleans
BY KEN TRAHAN

While other
cities have hosted
more
Final
Fours than New
Orleans, it is hard
to fathom a better
site or a site which
has had better championship games
than New Orleans.
The NCAA Men’s Final Four
returns to the Crescent City for the first
time since 2003 on March 31 to April 2
in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome.
The facility is vastly improved
since the 2003 event which featured
Syracuse,
Kansas,
Texas
and
Marquette. Those improvements,
along with an organized, concerted
effort staged by state officials, city
officials, the Greater New Orleans
Sports Foundation, the Allstate Sugar
Bowl, SMG and Tulane University
resulted in the return of the event.
At a press conference to announce
the countdown to this year’s event,
Lieutenant Governor Jay Dardenne
stated that this year’s Final Four would
produce a $134 million impact on the
Louisiana economy.
Citing the great job that New
Orleans did in hosting the recent BCS
National Championship and other bigtime sporting events, Jeff Hathaway,
chair of the Division I men’s basketball
committee, feels New Orleans is a
perfect site for the event.
“You would be hard pressed to find
a city more identified with this event,”
said Hathaway.
While the Final Four games are
the highlight and culmination of a
big week in New Orleans, Jacqie
Carpenter, director of the Division I
men’s basketball championship, said
that there are many other significant
events set for the entire week in New
Orleans.
Those events include Bracket
Town, the Ultimate Final Four FanFest,
at the Ernest Morial Convention Center
from March 30 to April 2 and Final
Four Friday on March 30 where fans
can watch all Final Four teams practice
free of charge in the Superdome. The
Reese’s College All-Star game will
follow the practices Friday afternoon.
On Saturday, April 31, Tulane
University and the Alario Center
will host youth clinics for up to 800
youngsters from the New Orleans
area who will receive instruction from
basketball coaches. You can register at
www.ncaa.com.
There will be a free, three-day
concert series from March 30 to April
1 at Woldenberg Park.
The Final Four Dribble will allow

participants to dribble basketballs
through downtown New Orleans
ending at the Morial Convention
Center. Each participant will receive
a free Wilson basketball, T-shirt and
admission to Bracket Town on Sunday,
April 1. You can register at www.ncaa.
com.
Along with Tulane Athletic
Director Rick Dickson, Dardenne,
Hathaway and Carpenter all expressed
how excited they were that the NCAA
basketball championship was returning
to New Orleans and why not?
The Superdome is a far superior
facility to the last time the games were
played here. The city has undergone a
facelift following Hurricane Katrina.
The area surrounding the Superdome
has been enhanced through the birth
of Champion’s Square. There is plenty
of hotel space in close proximity to
the Superdome. Accessibility from
all of the event venues is easy and
condensed, within a one to two-mile
radius.
Most importantly, the excitement
surrounds the fact that New Orleans
knows how to put on big events. The
city has been a preferred site of the
Super Bowl, which returns in 2013.
BCS National Championship games
have been a bit hit here.
New Orleans has hosted perhaps
the best series of national championship
games that any host city can boast.
I was courtside in 1982 when
freshman Michael Jordan nailed a 17foot jumper from the left corner to
give North Carolina a 63-62 win over
Georgetown. I was courtside in 1987
when Baton Rouge native Keith Smart
hit a baseline jumper to give Indiana a
74-73 victory over Syracuse.
I was courtside in 1993 when Chris
Webber called a timeout that Michigan
did not have as Dean Smith and his
Tar Heels scored a dramatic 77-71 win
over the “Fab Five” Wolverines. In
2003, it was a blocked shot by Hakim
Warrick on a Kirk Hinrich attempt
from the left corner that preserved
a heart-stopping 81-78 victory for
Syracuse over Kansas.
Legendary Hall of Fame coaches
Dean Smith, Bobby Knight and Jim
Boeheim have all scored huge wins
here. Coincidentally, North Carolina,
Indiana and Syracuse have all been
ranked in the top 10 at some point
this season and are legitimate threats
to return to New Orleans for the 2012
Final Four.
Hathaway continuously stressed
that New Orleans is a great venue
for the event and admitted that the
Superdome improvements were an

attraction and could prove to be pivotal
in New Orleans landing a future Final
Four, if this year’s event goes well.
With an outstanding organizing
committee, a host of eager volunteers,
a city that knows how to put on big
events and great food and culture,
you can fully expect that this year’s
event will go well, virtually ensuring
a return to the Big Easy for the NCAA
men’s basketball championship within
another decade in a highly competitive

atmosphere for the much coveted
event. 
Ken Trahan serves as sports
director of WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com
and is president and general manager
of neworleans.com Sports. Trahan
is the also the general manager
and chairman of the board of the
Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the
Louisiana Superdome, and runs the
Life Resources Sports Ministry.

Your Hair Loss…
Our Solution…
$29900

No Contract
Free Consultation
Privacy Room

Hair Styles Unlimited
Salon & Spa
3635 Florida Ave
Kenner, LA
504 464 5949

www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com
Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977
Specializing in hair restoration,
extensions, and alternative hair.

ExpirEs
2/29/12

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner Work • Struts
Brake Service • Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups CV Joints • Fuel Injection Cleaning

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com
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Ankle sprains very common orthopedic injuries
BY THOMAS R. LYONS, M.D.
Ankle sprains
are among the
most
common
injuries treated
in an orthopedic
practice. Sprains
represent injuries to ligaments
which, along with other structures,
provide stability to joints. Ankle
sprains can occur in patients of all
ages but are common among young
and middle-aged active individuals.

Ankle sprains are very common in
recreational to professional athletes.
Diagnosis of an ankle sprain is made
with a careful history, physical
examination and often radiographs
(X-rays) to rule out fracture. Patients
typically report a twisting type of
injury to the ankle and note onset
of pain, swelling, bruising and often
difficulty bearing weight on the
affected limb. Physical examination
shows tenderness to palpation of

PERM
COLOR ROOT TOUCH UP
SHAMPOO AND SET
SHAMPOO BLOW DRY AND STYLE
Restrictions apply to all specials • Expires 3/15/12

339 W. Esplanade
468-3617

No appointments necessary

Monday - Wednesday 10-6
Thursday & Friday 10 - 6:30
Saturday 9 - 3:30

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm/
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm/Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

469-3503

Heinken, Coors Light
and Miller Light

MINI-KEG
Ice Cold!

12 oz.

SUITCASE
Bud
Bud Lite

Coors Lite
Miller Lite

We
Deliver
to your
Float!
Ice, Beer, Soft Drinks

prolonged pain and dysfunction,
additional diagnostic testing such
as an MRI scan may be helpful to
diagnose an occult injury to cartilage
or bone. Most patients recover fully
following an ankle sprain. Some
patients with multiple or severe ankle
sprains, however, experience ankle
instability which sometimes requires
surgery to correct. To properly
diagnose and treat an ankle sprain, an
evaluation by an orthopedic surgeon
is necessary. 
Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board
certified orthopedic surgeon with over
10 years experience. The Orthopedic
Center for Sports Medicine is a
multi-specialty center dedicated to
complete musculoskeletal care with
focused expertise in shoulder and
knee injuries. Offices are located in
Kenner and Metairie. For additional
information call 467-5900 or visit
www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

Community
LSU Tigers Lee and Hebert to serve
as Zeus grand marshals

2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

24 Pack

the injured ligaments in addition to
swelling and bruising, and may show
joint instability. Approximately 90
percent of ankle sprains involve the
lateral ligaments which are located
on the outside of the ankle. Lateral
ankle sprains are the result of an
inversion injury where the ankle
“rolls in.” Injuries to the medial
ligaments (inside of ankle) and
syndesmotic ligaments (high ankle
sprains) are less common.
Treatment of acute ankle sprains
involves rest, ice, compression and
elevation (RICE). Immobilization
is often used for a short period and
may include, depending on severity
of injury, a cast or removable boot, a
splint or taping. Crutches may be used
if weight bearing is difficult. Gradual
progression of activities is allowed
as symptoms abate. If patients are
slow to improve, a physical therapy
program can be helpful to regain
motion, increase strength and
decrease swelling. For patients with

OPEN 5:00 AM MARDI GRAS

The men of the Krewe of Zeus
announced T-Bob Hebert and Jarrett
Lee, of the LSU Fighting Tigers
football team will preside as grand
marshals of the 55th anniversary
parade of the Krewe of Zeus in
Metairie. Zeus is the oldest parade
organization in Jefferson Parish
having paraded down the streets of
Metairie since 1958. The parade will
roll down the traditional Veterans
Boulevard route on Lundi Gras,
Monday, February 20, 2012 at 6:30
p.m. Hebert and Lee will ride aboard
one of Zeus’s signature floats along
with the Muses of Zeus. They will

be throwing purple and gold cups
along with Zeus logo items.
There are still membership
positions available for the Zeus
parade this year. Information
concerning the parade participation
and other Zeus events can be found
at www.thekreweofzeus.com.
In addition to the parade, the
55th Anniversary Zeus Masque Ball
will be held on January 28, 2012, at
the New Orleans Museum of Art in
City Park. Information and tickets
are on sale to the public for this
event at the Zeus website. 

The largest Carnival organization in
Jefferson Parish has announced its 2012
grand marshals. Sesame Street favorites
Walkaround Elmo and Cookie Monster
will lead the 33rd annual parade for the
Krewe of Caesar on Saturday, February
11, 2012, starting at 6:00 p.m.
The krewe’s theme this year is
“Festivals of the World” and the parade
will roll along the traditional Metairie
route.

Caesar is still accepting applications
for membership for the 2012 parade.
Their website is kreweofcaesar.org/
Links.aspx.
The Krewe of Caesar is comprised
of 600 riders and was founded in 1978.
Previous grand marshals for the Krewe
of Caesar included Disney family
favorites Mickey and Minnie Mouse
and the Smurfs. 

The Krewe of Caesar announces
its 2012 grand marshals
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Keeping the kids at bay when selling your home
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Real Estate

BY LINDA R. MARTIN

Homeowners
with
young children face a
common challenge when
their house is on the
market. How do you keep the home clean and
ready for prospective buyers while maintaining a
kid-friendly and safe environment?
Keeping that “staged look” as the kids create
instant messes can be overwhelming. Your primary
focus should be the kids’ bedrooms, according to
two home stagers.
“Children’s bedrooms are often problematic
when getting a home ready to sell,” said Kulli
Yee, founder and president of Ilus Design Home
Staging and Re-design, Port Coquitlam, B.C.,
Canada. “They tend to have more clutter than
most rooms in the form of toys and activities.
Also, out-of-season and hand-me-down clothes
and toys are often stored in the child’s bedroom.”
Ye suggests limiting the number of toys and
activities that children play with each week and
adding and subtracting as the kids get bored.
“Most kids only actively use three or four
favorite toys at a time and the rest just sit there

collecting dust,” Yee said. “Pack away extra
toys, stuffed animals and books. Organize the
remaining toys neatly in baskets, boxes and bins
and display only a few items on the shelves.”
Alice T. Chan, a Fremont, CA-based home
stager and author of the book 8 Steps for Creating
an Irresistible Market Ready Home That Sells,
recommended keeping a child’s bedroom floor
and closet free of clutter by lightening the load.
“Reduce the amount of items stored in the
closets,” she said. “Pack, store or give away
anything that the child doesn’t need for the next
two to three months. This is also the perfect
time to get rid of unused or broken toys and old
clothes.”
For those with infants, a nursery should be
kept tidy with all extra diapers, wipes, lotions,
baby bottles and clothes hidden away in a
dresser. Make sure that the diaper pail is emptied
frequently.
Moreover, remove any furniture that doesn’t
serve a purpose in the nursery. Anything beyond
a crib, dresser, rocking chair, changing table and
small accessories should be packed away.

Automotive
Keys to a long lasting vehicle
BY SCOTT ZIMMERMAN

We’re living
in a disposable
society
–
everything
from
elaborate
packaging
to
our clothing. Even cell phones are
disposable. When replacement is
cheaper than repair, the term “built to
last” goes by the wayside. An exception
is our vehicles. They’re still a very
big investment and we want to make
them last as long as possible – and we
want to make keeping them as cheap
as possible. When talking cars, it’s all
about preventive maintenance. There is
an old saying that says “a stitch in time
saves nine” and that is really true when
it comes to taking care of your car. A
great example is coolant service.
Your coolant not only protects your
engine from overheating and freezing
– it must also protect cooling system
components from corrosion. Over time,
coolant becomes corrosive and actually
starts to damage your radiator and other
parts. That’s why you need to have your
cooling system serviced on a regular
schedule.
The same is true for your power
steering system, brake fluid, air
conditioning system, differential and
transmission. And of course, don’t forget

those oil changes right on schedule.
Skipping even one change can start the
buildup of harmful oil sludge.
Our engines are full of gaskets
and seals. Fresh fluids condition those
gaskets and seals to keep them from
drying out and leaking. Automotive
fluids contain additives that help clean
and lubricate the various systems they
protect. Over time, the additives are
used up and the fluid just does not
provide the protection it did when it was
fresh. And don’t forget the mechanical
systems. Changing brake pads before
they are worn to the point that they
cause damage to rotors is a great way to
keep your operating costs down.
Replacing serpentine belts and
timing belts on schedule is much cheaper
than repairing the damage that can be
caused by failure. Also, air filters, fuel
filters, PCV valves and batteries are all
important. Regular wheel alignments,
tire rotation and balancing will make
your tires last longer. And don’t forget
to replace your shocks and struts when
they wear out. Your fuel system needs
regular cleaning to keep running well,
prevent mechanical damage and reduce
fuel consumption.
Now this is a lot to remember – too
much really. But it is your automotive
continued on page 21

If your kids have their own rooms, consider
asking them to share a room for a couple of months
until the home sells. This allows you to set up the
other bedrooms as a guest room or home office,
adding extra value to your home.
Unlike pets, you can’t simply pack up the kids
and send them away for weeks at a time. Remind
your children that once your current home sells,
the new home will bring them exciting new
adventures. If that doesn’t make them more
cooperative in helping keep the place clean, then
there’s always a “plan B” – bribe them with ice
cream outside! 
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in
Louisiana, can be reached at 443-6464 or at her
Gardner Realtors office located at 4140 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors
is a local independently owned and operated
company. Visit the company website at www.
gardnerrealtors.com.

High
Utility
Bills?
Let the City of Kenner help you save money and
make your home more comfortable.

The City of Kenner is providing FREE
home energy check-ups to Kenner residents.
The COMPLETELY FREE check-up includes:
FREE home energy assessment including
infrared imaging and a blower door test.
FREE energy-saving products, like compact
fluorescent light bulbs.
FREE how-to book with detailed instructions
for over 200 home energy efficiency projects.

Space is limited. Sign up today!
www.KennerSavesEnergy.com
(504) 267-2037

Kenner Saves Energy

Paid for by an Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant from the U.S. Department of Energy
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Pro Bono Project legal assistance available

Latin American News

BY RAFAEL E. SADDY
The
Pro
Bono
Project
(The
Project)
is a non-profit
organization
based in New Orleans founded in 1986
by the Louisiana Bar Foundation to
provide civil legal services to the poor
and indigent in the greater metropolitan
New Orleans area by engaging private
attorneys to provide their services at
no cost. Their slogan is, “Volunteer
lawyers providing access to justice.” In
addition to providing direct services, the
organization supplements other legal
service providers which are primarily
staff based and primarily funded by the
state/federal government. The Pro Bono
Project provides services to income
eligible clients with meritorious issues
in Orleans, Jefferson, St. Bernard, St.
Tammany and Washington Parishes.
Federal income poverty guidelines
determine income eligibility and the
merits of a case are reviewed based upon
The Project’s priorities. The Pro Bono
Project does not accept fee-generating
or criminal cases but does accept civil
matters involving consumers, families,
health and housing.

Consumer cases could involve
personal
bankruptcy,
consumer
protection, collection defense and
taxes issues. Employment cases can
include unemployment compensation,
civil service appeals, wage claims or
pension benefits. In the area of family
law, legal issues could involve child
custody, divorce, adoptions, visitation,
name changes, small successions and
wills. In the health field, people are
helped with insurance problems and
interdictions. Assistance in the housing
field is provided with home foreclosures
defense, public or subsidized housing
disputes and title clearing issues.
The Project is funded through
state and federal grants, corporate
and individual donations and private
foundations. Fundraising is primarily
done through local businesses and
the legal community. Because of the
economic constraints in the area –
loss of businesses, attorneys and local
funding, The Project has been forced to
step outside its bounds to raise funds and
ask for assistance. If you are an attorney,
please join The Project to assist with the
increased case loads.
The Project hopes to increase its

Do you want
high interest checking?

Come see
Gulf Coast Bank

If you’re looking for a high rate of interest on your checking account,
look no further than Gulf Coast Bank! Call us, visit our website or
come in today to learn more!
Qualifications apply, see a banker for full details.

12-39-11 KennerStar.indd 1

1/24/12 12:57 PM

Hispanic volunteer attorney’s panel
to meet the civil legal demands of
the Hispanic community. In the city
of Kenner the Hispanic demand for
free legal services has tremendously
increased, mostly in the areas regarding
succession,
wages,
employment,
divorce, contract fraud and family law.
If you are a business and would
like to help The Project, please consider
becoming as a patron, donor, and/or
participating in “The Justice for All Ball
2012.” For more information on The
Project and how you can assist, please
contact Rachel Piercey at rpiercey@
probono.no.org or call 581-4043. Visit
the website at www.probono-no.org
Community announcements
February 10 – Latin American Civic
Organization of Louisiana (LACAL)
general meeting and 2012 event
planning. For information call 2963976.
February 21 – Latin Council general
meeting and discussion of issues
affecting the Hispanic communities. For
information call 296-3976.
February
16
Unidad
Hispanoamericana general meeting and
planning for 2012 pageant event. For
information call 466-1483.
March 24 – Pan American Life
presents Fiesta Sinfónica with Mariachi

Vargas de Tecalitlán and the Louisiana
Philharmonic Orchestra at the Morial
Convention Center Theater. For
information call 523-6530 or visit
LPOmusic.com.
March
25
–
Unidad
Hispanoamericana
–
Presentation
of Miss Unidad Hispanoamericana
2012-2013 contestants at La Estancia
restaurant in Kenner. For information
call 512-2362 or 468-6116.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center
– The center offers various programs
as well as access to information and
referrals for all sorts of issues. For
information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – K-TV-76
Hispanic TV programs with topics
of interest to the community every
Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday
at 8:00 p.m. For more information and
program schedule go to www.kenner.
la.us and click on the K-TV 76 logo.�
I leave you with this thought: “If
you wouldn’t write it and sign it, don’t
say it.” 
Rafael E. Saddy is public relations
officer of the Latin American Civic
Association of Louisiana (LACAL).
Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.
net. Correspondence for be sent to P.O.
Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Community
Documentary on local prayer group
has world premiere in New Orleans this
month
On Wednesday, February 29, 2012, a documentary from award winning
filmmaker Steven Scaffidi, “The Sojourners,” will make its U.S. premiere at
Notre Dame Seminary in New Orleans.
“This is a unique story told through the eyes of a curious filmmaker and
his son about a pilgrimage of 47 youths on a 10-day journey to the other side
of the world to discover one of the most mysterious places on earth,” Scaffidi
explained. “Along their journey both are faced with situations that challenge
their faith and their fundamental beliefs. Others on the trip have questions of
their own, most notably, whether visionaries are actually receiving messages
from the Virgin Mary. In spite of their doubts and many conflicts, this father
and son seek to find common ground while attempting to discover the truth
about this sacred land and the devout believers in their group. What lies
ahead is not what you would expect.”
“The Sojourners” movie premiere tickets can be purchased at Mule’s
Religious Supply located at 2627 David Drive in Metairie and at Westbank
Religious Supply, 5100 Westbank Expressway in Marrero. Tickets can also
be purchased by mailing The MIR Group at 1 Galleria Boulevard, Suite 744,
Metairie, LA 70001. General seating tickets are available at the door but
seating is limited.
To view a trailer for the movie, or for more information visit www.
thesojournersmovie.com. 
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Health
Low back pain and physical therapy
BY CRAIG GOODWIN

A study in the February
2009 issue of the Journal
of the American Academy
of Orthopaedic Surgeons
reveals that the most
effective treatment for
lumbar degenerative disc
disease is physical therapy combined with antiinflammatory medications. The American Physical
Therapy Association (APTA) states that this study
should convince many patients with low back
pain to consider physical therapy as a first line of
treatment for their condition. Lumbar degenerative
disc disease develops when a disc weakens, is
injured or deteriorates from aging. Approximately
75 to 85 percent of adults will be affected by low
back pain during their lifetimes.
The study also concluded that physical therapy,
along with nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs,
are the “cornerstones” of non-surgical treatment.
Physical therapy treatments consist of strengthening
core muscle groups around the abdominal and
lumbar regions which will help in the stability of
this condition and will have positive effects with
patients. Exercise and manual therapy treatments
have shown to benefit many patients, in addition to
patient education in appropriate body mechanics to
help patients stay active.

“Receiving care from a licensed physical
therapist can further improve the odds that a patient
can maintain their quality of life and avoid surgery,”
states Julie Fritz, PT, PhD, ATC, a spokesperson
for the APTA. Luke Madigan, MD, an attending
physician at Knoxville Orthopedic Clinic, states
that “surgery should be the last option, but too
often patients think of surgery as a cure all and are
eager to embark on it.”
Physical therapists can help patients develop a
safe and effective exercise program tailored to an
individual’s specific needs and goals. Flexibility
and strengthening of the core and low back region
along with a daily walking routine are vital in
maintaining an active lifestyle in those individuals
that suffer with low back pain. Dysfunction in
the low back can be controlled and a functional
lifestyle restored. 
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy, located
at 3921 Williams Boulevard and two other locations
in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical School Department
of Allied Health, Department of Physical Therapy
in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic
and Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

Community
Coach J. T. Curtis to speak at KPBA meeting
John Curtis
Christian School
football coach J.
T. Curtis recently
won his 500th
game and became
only the second
coach in the
history of the sport
– college, prep
or pro – to reach
that
milestone.
His 2010 team
had a perfect 14-0
record, and also extended their record number
of state championships to 24, all under Curtis
during 34 years as head coach. Curtis’ first
team in 1969 lost every game and he has not
had a losing season since.
Curtis will be the speaker at the Kenner

Professional Business Association’s monthly
luncheon meeting on February 14, 2012. John
Curtis Christian School was founded by and
named after his late father. Curtis, also the
headmaster and athletics director at the school,
is an ordained minister and proud grandfather
of eight. He has frequently served as an expert
in court cases involving athletic injuries and
prevention. Curtis loves to cook and claims to
serve up a savory plate of jambalaya.
The meeting will be held at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel located at 2829 Williams Boulevard
in Kenner. Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. and
lunch starts at noon. Reservations are required
to attend and can be emailed to reservations@
kpba.biz. The KPBA club is a communitybased networking organization for men and
women. For more information about attending
the KPBA meetings or joining the club visit
www.kpba.biz. 

16th Annual

Save Our Lake & Coast Golf Classic
Monday, March 12, 2012

The 16th Annual Save Our Lake & Coast Golf Classic will be held
Monday, March 12 at Chateau Golf & Country Club in Kenner.
The tournament is a Four-person Scramble Format with Shotgun Start
capped off with an awesome Awards Party. Prizes will be awarded for
“Longest Drive” and “Closest to Hole.”
Come join the fun of friendly competition and the chance to win one of
www.saveourlake.org/golf-tournament.php our great door prizes.
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SABELLA’S
PLUMBING
SMALL JOBS

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters
•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

Roofing • Patio Covers • Carports
Glass Rooms • Siding • Window Screens
Windows Re-Screening • Screen Rooms
Replacement Windows • Pool Enclosures

FREE ESTIMATES

triple
CONSTRUCTION, CO.
2158 Kenner Ave. • Kenner, LA

Licensed & Insured
www.bbbconstruction.com

“11 years experience”

FREE ESTIMATES

Call today for
expert installation by
Brazilian native
Fernando.

Ceramic - Marble
Porcelain - Stones
Floors - Backsplashes

Owner/Installer: Fernando Calore
292-2461
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The “amazing, ginormous baby bump”

People

BY ED CLANCY
The people
at LSSU have
done it again. I
refer, of course,
to Lake Superior
State University in Sioux Ste. Marie,
Michigan. Last New Year’s Day
saw the publication of the Unicorn
Hunters’ annual “List of Words
Banished from the Queen’s English
for Mis-Use, Over-Use and General
Uselessness,” usually referred to as
the Banished Words List. Regular
readers of this column will note I
have been a semi-faithful reporter
and analyst of it. The 2012 list is
brief, but interesting and, as usual,
right on target.
amazing – as in amazing
baby bump – what a pregnant
lady shows
ginormous – really big
shared sacrifice – a sacrifice
which is shared
occupy – as in “Occupy Wall
Street” or “Occupy (fill in the blank)
blowback – similar to “pushback”
usually in political rhetoric
man cave – a place just for the
male of the species in his own home
the new normal – apparently the
opposite of the old normal
pet parent – people who used to
be known as pet owners
win the future – one would never
wish to lose the future, I assume
trickeration – used by sports

announcers for trick plays in
football (I thought this was invented
by George W. Bush, just as I thought
he invented “strategery,” but it was
actually Will Farrell.)
thank you in advance – for not
smoking, or whatever the host wants
to shame you into doing
I noticed that unlike many
banned words in previous years,
the above offenders are hated by
the nominators mostly because
they are so overused, to the point
of boorishness and boringness.
But some of the best entries of the
past are words which have been
misused. For example, key, (as in
“their input is key to the project”).
As I have pointed out before, “key”
is not an adjective. It’s a noun. How
about advantaged (as in “she was
advantaged by her Tulane degree”)?
“Advantaged” is not a verb.
Instead of dissecting each of the
new awardees, I thought this year I
would take you down memory lane
and talk about some of the “golden
oldies” from past years. For instance,
since the list began in 1976, let’s start
there. (List includes comments from
nominators or the LSSU judges.
Comments in parentheses are mine.)
1976
meaningful – This phrase has
lost all of its meaningfulness.
dialogue – As in “meaningful
dialogue.”

input – Has unfortunately
replaced “contribution.” Often used
in combination; as “meaningful
input.”
At this point in time...Why not
say “now” or “today?” Typical
delay-by-elongation, giving subject
at press conference time to think
up plausible lie. (I remember that,
in the early ’70s, Richard Nixon
and his gang were famous for using
this phrase, along with “Let me be
perfectly clear.”)
1978
hopefully – Widely used to
mean “it is to be hoped” rather than
its proper meaning “in a hopeful
manner.” (I hated “hopefully” with
a vengeance.)
1984
user friendly – From the folks
who have given us “up” meaning
functioning and “down” meaning
broken.
awesome – The Unicorn Hunters
banish “awesome” for one year,
during which it is to be rehabilitated
until it means “fear mingled with
admiration or reverence; a feeling
produced by something majestic…”
1997
as if – Slang expression used
when someone has stated something
obvious or something dumb. May be
used interchangeably with “DUH,”
another expression which was
nominated by many.
don’t (even) go there – Another
gift from the talk show circuit. “Go
where? Do what?”
I’m like – Used with the hated
“he goes/she goes.” For example,
“My son dashes into the room and
he goes, ‘Dad! Dad!’ and I’m like,
‘What? What?’”
out-sourcing – Big business
word for having parts and supplies
produced by another company.
“You go, Girl” – Overused on TV
talk shows and now it’s everywhere.
1989
Cul-de-sac – Used by real estate
agents because it’s fancier than dead
end; means: last street to be plowed
after a snow storm.
read my lips – You should have
used my 1987 entry. If it had been
banned last year, we would not have
had to listen to this throughout the
1988 campaign.
2005

This was the year these political
terms came, saw, conquered and
never left:
blue states/red states
flip flop/flip flopper/flip flopping
battleground state
“… and I approve this message”
And 2005 was the year of the
Izzle.
“Izzle” – speak – By far, the
abomination that received the most
nominations. Some sort of “RapLatin” suffix, as in fa’shizzle, which
means “for sure.” It was clever for
about five minizzles.
erectile dysfunction – Do we
need to hear about it daily on TV
and radio, even on racecars? Firmly
rejected by the committee. “Too
much information!” (I see that T.M.I.
has not been banned as yet, but man
up was banned in 2011.)
2009
green – The ubiquitous “green”
and all of its variables, such as
“going green,” “building green,”
“greening,” “green technology,”
“green solutions” and more, drew
the most attention from those who
sent in nominations this year.
2010
app – Must we b sbjct to yt
another abrv? Why does the English
language have to fit on a two-inch
screen? I hate the sound of it. I think
I’ll listen to a symph on the rad.
Obama-prefix or roots – The
LSSU Word Banishment Committee
held out hope that folks would want
to Obama-ban Obama-structions,
but were surprised that no one
Obama-nominated any, such as these
compiled by the Oxford Dictionary in
2009: Obamanomics, Obamanation,
Obamafication,
Obamacare,
Obamalicious,
Obamaland….We
say Obamanough already.
So there you have it, the Banned
Words List Hall of Fame. Until
next year at this time, I wish you
transparency, teachable moments,
only positive tweets and the ability
to avoid anything that begins with an
“i-” or an “e-.” 
Ed Clancy can be reached via
email at edclancy2@aol.com or at
his blogsite, ed-clancy.blogspot.
com.
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….Add a little
sparkle.

Sheryl Elam receives city of Kenner employee awards
….Add a little
sparkle.
....Add
a little sparkle
for your
Mardi Gras event.

….Add a little
sparkle.

465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com
701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

24-hour electricAl service

bELLCO ELECTRiC

7 Da
A W ys
eek

Residential • Commercial
Sheryl Elam received the employee of the month award from the city of Kenner for the
month of November 2011. Elam has been a legal secretary in the Kenner’s legal department since 2006. She was also voted by her peers as outstanding employee of the fourth
quarter and was honored at the January 19, 2012 Kenner City Council meeting.
Photo by Barry Sprague

Zimmerman

(continued from page 17)

technician’s job to keep on top of this
stuff. Your technician can tell you
what your manufacturer recommends
and help you with a plan to take care
of it. You can be advised about which
maintenance schedule you should use
– the regular schedule or the severe
service schedule – depending on the
kind of driving you do. Your auto
technician will also know the right
fluids for your vehicle and may even
suggest higher mileage formulations for
your older vehicle.
Bottom line – take care of this
stuff on schedule and you will reduce
operating costs, prevent costly damage
and maintain your warranty coverage.
Of course, you want your car to
look as good as it runs. Regular washing
will prevent rust and protect your finish.

Take advantage of cleaners, waxes and
protectants for your interior and tires.
Your vehicle will look great and you’ll
be proud to drive it longer.
Most of us can’t afford to throw
away our car when it breaks down.
By budgeting for regular preventive
maintenance, we can prevent many
inconvenient – and expensive –
problems down the road, and can keep
driving “old faithful” for years to come. 
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of
Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., a
family-owned and operated full-service
tire and automotive shop, located at
4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner.
Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s
website is www.scottystireauto.com.

Arbor day

LA License #28613

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE
BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE
over
30 Years
experience

455-2355

No Job Too Small - We Do all!

METAiRiE
KENNER
LICENSED
INSURED
LICENSED •¥ BONDED
BONDED ¥• INSURED

N.O. AREA

OWNER
OWNER RONNIE
RONNIE BELLACI
BELLACI

KENNER
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“The man who stops advertising
to save money
is like the man
who stops
the clock to
save time.”

—THOMAS
JEFFERSON

(continued from page 11)

Foundation in cooperation with the
National Association of State Foresters
and the USDA Forest Service, to honor
its commitment to community forestry.
To merit this honor, the city of
Kenner met the four standards to
become a Tree City USA community.
A tree board that consists of a group of
concerned volunteer citizens charged
by ordinance with developing and
administering a comprehensive tree
management program was formed.
A tree care ordinance which provides
guidance in writing and implementing

an annual community forestry work
plan was passed. A comprehensive
community forestry program criterion
was met by the city focusing funding
on an annual work plan that addresses
species diversity, planting needs,
hazardous trees, insect and disease
problems and a pattern of regular care
such as pruning and watering. And last,
the commemoration of Arbor Day, a
nationally-celebrated observance that
encourages tree planting and care would
be observed each year. 

For advertising rates call
468-9125
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Lundi Gras

Crouere

Line dancers party at Kenner Lundi Gras last year.
Photo by Barry Sprague

Until significantly more officers can be added
to the force, the Governor Jindal should deploy the
National Guard in New Orleans. This will supplement
the NOPD and allow over burdened officers to focus
on high-crime areas. The National Guard can be used
to help maintain order on the streets of the city. They
can patrol and act as a deterrent, but not make arrests
or try to apprehend criminals.
The National Guard served in New Orleans for
almost four years after Hurricane Katrina, so there is
precedent for this type of deployment. These citizen
soldiers can play an invaluable role in restoring calm
to New Orleans during this crime emergency.
It is the only short term solution that makes sense
and can have an impact immediately. Some will
complain that it doesn’t look good to have the National
Guard in New Orleans. However, it is much worse
for the people of New Orleans to have to deal with a
violent crime rate that shows no sign of abating.

(continued from page 1)

food, refreshments and crafts during the Lundi Gras
festivities.
Argus royalty includes Jefferson Parish Sheriff
Newell Normand, King Argus XXVlII, and his queen,
Ashlee Krantz. Zulu royalty are King Elroy A. James and
his queen, Dr. Tanyanika Phillips.
For more information regarding the event call 4687231. 

Family Gras

(continued from page 9)

Starship featuring Mickey Thomas.
Peters said, “The event is growing beyond our
expectations. Potential visitors call all through the
year asking questions about the event and many of the
artists we have joining us have strong fan bases that
travel to see them perform. We look forward to hosting
new and returning visitors to showcase our familyfriendly carnival celebration.”
For the Family Gras 2012 performance schedule
further information visit www.familygras.com. 

(continued from page 5)

If nothing is done and the crime rate continues
to skyrocket, New Orleans will suffer financially as
tourists will stay away from the city. The negative
publicity will start to impact Mardi Gras, the Jazz and
Heritage Festival and every other major event that is
held in New Orleans. Clearly, the stakes are high and
the need to reduce the violent crime rate is essential for
both local residents and those who are the lifeblood of
the economy, the tourists. 
Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans and
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside
Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00
p.m. Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV,
Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.
weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New
Orleans and the north shore. Crouere is a political
analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website
at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at
jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

Katz

(continued from page 5)

conventions are coming back. The tourism industry is
being very aggressive in its efforts to attract leisure
visitors. We are hoping in the near future to have
made the airport a more attractive place with better
bathroom facilities and more alternatives for dining.
The fact is that in terms of amenities, our airport has
lagged behind the airports in other cities. But we’re
working hard to catch up and will.”
Part of the catching up is six new gates in
Concourse D. As Ahmad says, “I tell the airlines
all the time that we want more flights, our tourism
industry can accommodate more visitors and more

people want to come to metro New Orleans than there
are airline flights to get them here. But they want to
be sure they can make a profit on added flights into
our airport. We have to convince them of our untapped
potential.”
There was a time when the thought of more
passengers, more traffic and more airport-related
clutter might have brought dismay in some circles in
Kenner. Today, the view at Kenner’s City Hall is that
so long as Kenner has the right of review and approval,
bring it on. The priority is more jobs, more investments
and greater affluence. 

Airport

(continued from page 1)

We ar e a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endur ed for 125 years! And we believe that makes a
great dif fer ence in the car e, service and value your
family receives. If you ever have a question or would
like mor e infor mation feel fr ee to call or stop by.

clean attractive restrooms are an indication that the
airport views the public with respect. When bathrooms
are nasty, it conveys the idea that the airport doesn’t
have respect for the public that uses its restrooms, he
said.
The airport has also added six new gates, new
concessions and bathrooms on Concourse D which is
used by Delta and Continental Airlines and will see
the addition of United Airlines as United/Continental
Airlines are merged. Ahmad is hoping to bring
more flights to New Orleans and that an improved
concession program will bring more revenues to the
airport.
He says Armstrong International is in a growth
mode with a 4.5 percent growth factor in 2011
compared to a national average of 3.0 percent for all
other similar size airports reported from October 2011
data. But, he says, the airport is still recovering from
the Hurricane Katrina syndrome.
“I have learned in South Louisiana everything is
either pre-Katrina or post-Katrina,” he says. “That is
understandable. Katrina was the worst storm to ever
hit the continental United States. Before Katrina, this
airport ranked number 40 in the nation in top 100
airports by size. After Katrina, we dropped to number
56. Now, we’re climbing back up and have reached
number 43. We intend to keep climbing.”
He is especially pleased that New Orleans
Mayor Mitch Landrieu has called for $1 billion in
improvements to the airport and has asked Ahmad
and the Aviation Board for a plan for moving forward.

“We’re going to provide the mayor with a game plan
to enlarge the airport while treating our neighbors in
Kenner, in Jefferson Parish and St. Charles Parish
with the utmost respect,” says Ahmad. “This is our
neighborhood that we share with them. We are very
pleased because we have been encouraged by Jefferson
Parish President John Young and Kenner Mayor
Michael S. Yenni. They see the airport as a catalyst
for growth, benefiting the entire metro area. That’s the
way we see ourselves, as well.”
Ahmad is hopeful Armstrong International will
reach the 10 million mark in passenger volume in
the coming years. That is a long sought goal and has
never been achieved in a calendar year before in New
Orleans. In 2001, it was looking promising when 9/11
intervened. In 2005, it was looking promising again
when Hurricane Katrina struck.
But Ahmad feels the airport is on a roll right now.
“The conventions are coming back,” he said. “The
New Orleans tourism industry is working very hard
to invite visitors. We would like to work with Parish
President Young and Mayor Yenni on a Loyola Drive
and Veterans Boulevard corridor north of the airport
with the possibility of moving the airport terminal
north of the airfield.
We also want to work closely with the Kenner
travel industry which has quietly grown to 9,000 hotel
and motel rooms. We think the future is very bright
and look forward to the day when we are routinely
complimented on the way that our airport looks.” 
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Shaw

Kenner Loop

(continued from page 8)

help with additional funding from
Jefferson Parish, said Leader, the real
possibility exists that the Loop would
have to shut down. City officials have
indicated they will begin discussing
that issue with Jefferson Parish in the
near future.
“The Kenner residents who are
served by the Loop are probably the
most transit-dependent segment of
the city’s population,” said Leader.
“Most of them have no alternate
transportation available to them. They
don’t have their own vehicles for the
most part and if there were no bus
service they would be hard-pressed
to get to work, medical appointments
and basic shopping trips. But many
are working people who have jobs and
pay taxes. Kenner has always felt an
obligation to help them by providing
reasonably priced transit service
within the city.”
For the past two years, the need
to raise the price of the fare has been

23

(continued from page 6)

averted when Leader helped to obtain
federal transit dollars that allowed the
fare to remain the same and not force
the city to provide a subsidy. But,
said Leader, those federal funds were
only intended as a temporary solution,
while the city worked to come up with
permanent solutions, thus the need
for a fare increase and the additional
transit millage hopefully to come from
Jefferson Parish.
With the fare increase, Kenner’s
standard rate will be the same as in
New Orleans, but lower than Jefferson
Transit’s rate which is $1.50 base fare,
Leader said.
A public hearing held at Kenner
City Hall in January to discuss the
fare increase was attended by only
one resident and his issue was to have
better connectivity with Jefferson
Parish and New Orleans, which
Leader said is in the process of being
worked on. 

with guidelines on opening a business in
the city of Kenner. These guidelines will
not only provide a general overview
for opening a business but will also
provide specific regulations for certain
businesses, such as food and alcohol
related businesses, daycares, auto sales,
etc., that require additional licenses
from various state agencies.
Nevertheless, the new changes
will also bring about enhanced code
enforcement of those businesses
operating without the required license.
These businesses will be subjected to
serious fines and legal matters, which

may include closure of the business.
The department of inspection and
code enforcement is excited about
implementing easier and more efficient
guidelines for business owners. We
are optimistic that these changes will
encourage more business owners to
consider the city of Kenner as the
location for their business. We will
provide further updates as we get closer
to launching the new changes. 
Tamithia Shaw, Kenner’s Director
of Inspection and Code Enforcement
Department, can be reached at 4686606 or tshaw@kenner.la.us.

District 3

(continued from page 1)

Zahn

(continued from page 1)

was familiar with the drainage and
sewerage problems on the Kenner
side of the district and it was clear
to me that the drainage and sewerage
problems on the Metairie side were
very similar,” said Zahn. “I also
hoped that Jefferson Parish would
have greater resources to solve
basic engineering problems related
to the drainage and sewerage needs
in District 4. I assured voters that
although I’m from Kenner, I’ll
work just as hard to solve Metairie
problems as well as Kenner issues.
I’m very determined to find
solutions, because these drainage and
sewerage problems have lingered in
our district for many years.”
Zahn says he thinks voters
appreciated the personal contact
and availability of his office and
staff and apparently disregarded
his opponents’ trite attacks. “The
candidates who ran against me
were whining and complaining
about government – the way
that government functions, the
limitations of government, the
problems of government,” he said.
“Well, I guess we differ. I work
within the system, within the rules
that govern the system and with
my government colleagues to find
solutions. That’s what we’re going
to do in District 4. It’s what I did as
a Kenner councilman. In my rookie
year on the Kenner Council a very

until an upcoming election produces a
winner. Three candidates have qualified
for the Kenner District 3 seat. Band
director Joe Berthelot, former Kenner
purchasing
department
assistant
director Mary-Sharon Howland and airconditioning and heating business owner
Keith Reynaud will be on the primary
election ballot on March 24, 2012. If a
run-off is needed, it is set for April 21,
2012. As soon as the election results are

wise senior citizen told me, ‘You
can’t finish something if you don’t
get started, son!’ The wisdom of that
statement sunk in. I’m very proud
of our accomplishments of the past
and I’m confident that together we’ll
have the same success jointly in
District 4.”
Zahn said a large scale solution
for the drainage and sewerage
problems will be broken down to
two phases. “First, we have to find
a workable engineering solution and
second, we have to identify a funding
source to finance the entire project.
These problems have frustrated
residents, including myself, for
years, and will have the highest
priority on my council agenda.” 

certified by the state, the newly elected
District 3 council member can take
office and will serve the balance of the
term, until June 30, 2014.
The last day to register to vote in
this election is February 22, 2012. Early
voting begins March 10 and ends March
17, 2012. 

Family Owned & Operated

BREAKFAST, LUNCH
& CATERING
COFFEES & PASTRIES
See menu at www.caffelatteda.com
Call ahead for takeout!
Mon-Sat 6:30 AM - 6:00 PM • Sunday 7:30 AM - 3:00 PM
(Kitchen closes at 3:00 p.m. daily)
5860 CITRUS BLVD. (corner Dickory) HARAHAN
818-0051 818-0053 (Fax)
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd., Kenner

468-3474
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for details!

24 hour access available
climate/non-climate controlled
video surveillence
onsite management
high & dry
we accept your deliveries
hurricane wind rated
140,000 square feet
state-of-the-art construction
commercial inventory & materials storage
household goods
business records
classic & vintage car storage
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www.bigeasyselfstorage.com
www.facebook.com/bigeasyselfstorage
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