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Yenni Administration plans major initiative to amend 
existing land use plan, zoning and subdivision regulations
BY ALLAN KATZ

Coconut Beach co-owner says 
move to Laketown is close
BY ALLAN KATZ

A co-owner of the Coconut Beach volleyball 
league says the deal to move from New Orleans to 
Kenner’s Laketown isn’t finally done but it’s getting 
close.

“We’re going through the process and everything 
appears hopeful,” says Bruce White, co-owner with 
Mike Drury of the volleyball league that each week 
draws some 4,000 players and spectators of all ages 
to West End in New Orleans. “But Kenner is really 
courting us and if all the pieces fall into place, I’m 
pretty sure this is a deal that we’ll want to do. At the 
moment, Kenner is waiting to get some state approvals 
that I think are related to the use of state-owned water 
bottoms in Laketown. The Kenner officials seem very 
optimistic we’re going to get approved. If that happens, 
we may be good to go.”

The Coconut Beach volleyball league has to 
move from West End because the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers wants their site to build flood protection 
facilities including a pumping station. New Orleans 
and Kenner have been competing to provide the new 
site for Coconut Beach. New Orleans has offered 
a site in City Park but it won’t be ready until 2013. 
The spring volleyball season starts in March. Ken 
Marroccoli, director of Kenner’s Parks and Recreation 
Department, who has participated in the negotiations, 
says if the state approvals 

Kenner’s existing subdivision and zoning 
regulations were originally adopted in 1978 and 
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni says they are 
outdated and in need of modification. The city’s 
current land use plan was written prior to Hurricane 
Katrina and is in need of updating. Now, Mayor 
Yenni thinks it’s time to revisit these issues and 
revise them if that is the consensus of Kenner’s 
leadership.

“Over the next several months, with citizen, 
business and governmental input, our city will be 
working on amendments to our comprehensive 
land-use plan and to existing zoning and subdivision 
regulations. These revisions will help determine 
the shape of future land development and bring 
clarity and refinement to the city’s permitting and 
regulatory system.”

Jay Hebert, Kenner Planning Director, hopes 
that over the next few months elected officials and 
interested citizens will review the city’s subdivision 
and zoning regulations, as well as the land use plan, 
and recommend amendments where appropriate.

In asking citizens to join in the effort, Mayor 

Yenni said, “Together we can create a more 
holistic approach to managing our city – one that 
is proactive, identifies and strengthens our assets 
and minimizes our weaknesses. Even in the face of 
hurricanes, oil spills and other potential disasters 
we have the ability to make our city one that is 
strong and adaptable.”

Hebert said this ambitious effort has gotten a 
push from a state grant awarded to the city to fund 
a serious effort to review Kenner’s land use plan, 
zoning regulations and subdivision regulations and 
build a more resilient community.

Mayor Yenni said, “I invite citizens to take an 
active role in this process and to help us channel our 
growth and developments in a safer way that will 
enhance the quality of life in Kenner for current 
and future residents. As citizens of Kenner, you 
will directly shape the specifics of this planning 
effort and help determine exactly what resilience 
means to our city. These are exciting times for our 
city, and as your mayor it gives me great pleasure to 
invite you to be part of this major initiative that will 
rethink how Kenner looks, feels and functions.” 

“Most Wanted” postings very 
effective for Kenner Police
BY ALLAN KATZ

Kenner District 3 council 
race draws three qualifiers

Three Kenner residents 
will be vying to complete the 
unexpired term of departed 
District 3 Kenner Councilman 
Ben Zahn who was elected in 
October as Jefferson Parish 
District 4 Councilman. Joseph 
“Joe” Berthelot, Mary-Sharon 
Howland and Keith Reynaud will 
be on the ballot on March 24, 
2012.

Berthelot is a band director 
who ran unsuccessfully for 
Kenner Councilman at Large 
in 2006, a race won by Jeannie 
Black. Howland had to resign her 
position as assistant director of 
Kenner’s purchasing department 
to run and previously had qualified 
for the Kenner District 3 council 
seat in 2006. Reynaud, a first-
time candidate, is the owner of 
A & H Service Company, an air 
conditioning and heating business 
located in Kenner. Howland and 
Reynaud are Republicans and 
Berthelot is a no party candidate.

Pontchartrain Center contract 
decision likely in early 2012
BY ALLAN KATZ

Here’s some free 
advice for persons wanted 
by the Kenner Police 
Department – you are in 
serious trouble because 
they’re broadcasting your 
picture on the Internet 
and on television. Beyond 
that, the KPD is working 
with Crimestoppers 

which is offering a reward 
for anyone who gives up 
your whereabouts.

“We have really 
entered the modern age 
in terms of tracking 
down fugitives and have 
had enormous success 
using a combination of 

Kerri McGovern Diaz, 
manager of Kenner Parks 
and Recreation’s Leisure 
Service Division, says 
their registration procedure 
has been modified. “It’s 
2012 and we are excited 
at the start of a new year. 
We have made a change 
regarding our registration 
procedure this year. At 
our Kenner Parks and 
Recreation’s new location, 
1905 24th Street near  
Kenner’s brake tag station, 
we are now able to stay 
open for registration from 
8:30 a.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

KPRD
LEISURE SERVICE 
WINTER/SPRING
2012 PROGRAMS

SEE CENTER
PULL-OUT SECTION

Kenner Leisure Service changes 
registration procedure

One of Kenner’s top 
officials says the city will 
probably make a decision 
in early 2012 on which of 
two competing firms will 
be chosen or to bring in in-

house the operations of the 
Pontchartrain Center.

“We have two 
excellent proposals before 
us,” says Kenner Chief 
Administrative Officer 

continued on page 23

continued on page 22

continued on page 22continued on page 23continued on page 22



2 January 2012 - KENNER STR

On Tuesday through Friday by appointment only, 10 or more people.
Call 468-7231 for reservations or info.

Admission: Adults, $6 per show; Children/Seniors, $5 per show
Multi-show packages available

www.rivertownkenner.com

Join us for an experience that is

OUT OF THIS WORLD!

Featuring ten-time world surfing champion Kelly Slater, The 
Ultimate Wave follows a quest to find the perfect wave-riding 
experience. Filmed in Tahiti and among the islands of French 

Polynesia, the film showcases dramatic giant screen surfing action 
in a unique Pacific paradise.

Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.  

The Ultimate Wave Tahiti

        Kenner City  Pavilion

Exhibition Hall   

Heritage Hall         St. Mary’s Chapel

Laketown Veterans Park

Party to a mix of today’s most popular musical artists in this 
dazzling display of color and light. Laser animations bring to life 

selections from Justin Timberlake, Rihanna, Miley Cyrus, Maroon 
5, and more. This show is sure to have you poppin’!

Saturdays - 11 a.m. and 1 p.m

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join Us For An 
Experience That’s  

OUT OF THIS WORLD! 
 

 
 

  

Narrated by Star Trek’s Kate Mulgrew (Captain Janeway), 
The Planets provides a spectacular tour of our Solar System 

and beyond!  Witness the formation of our Solar System, 
explore the planets and their moons, and search the night 

sky for distant stars, nebulae, and galaxies.  Audiences will 
be amazed by the stunning imagery and up close views of 

The Planets!

Running time:  37 minutes 

 
 
 
 

Dive 12,000 feet below the surface of the ocean to join 
scientists in the search for mysterious and elusive sea 

creatures!  Audiences will marvel at mystifying underwater 
habitats and explore ancient sea species in a journey from the 

dramatic depths of the sea to the far reaches of space!    

Running time:  45 minutes 

LASER POP
Party to a mix of today’s most popular musical artists in this dazzling display of color and light.  Laser 
animations bring to life selections from Justin Timberlake, Rihanna, Miley Cyrus, Maroon 5, and more.  

This show is sure to have you poppin’! 
Running time:  30 minutes 

 
 
 

 

Schedule:

Tuesday thru Friday 10 people or more  Appointment Only: 

           Call 504-468-7231 for reservations. 

General Public: Saturday Only 

Volcanoes of the Deep Sea:     11:00 am and 1:00 pm 

The Planets:        2:00 pm 

Laser Pop:                            12 Noon  

Admission: 

E-mail rgaitan@kenner.la.us or call 504-468-7231  
for more information and group rates. 

Adults      $6.00 per show  
Children/Seniors $5.00 per show 

           Multi-show packages available 

*Children 2-12 years 
*Seniors 60 and over

SHOW SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE!

Kenner Planetarium 2020 Fourth Street Kenner, Louisiana  70062 www.rivertownkenner.com 
504-468-7231 
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Laser Pop

In this entertaining program, visitors will join in a family campfire 
and learn to identify such familiar constellations as Ursa Major 

and Ursa Minor, the Greater and Lesser Bears.  They will explore 
the Big and Little Dippers, and see why Polaris, the North Star, is 
so very special.  Using stories from Greek Mythology to illustrate 

the formation of many constellations, Bear Tales is a fun-filled, 
humorous show that even concludes with a sing-a-long.

Bear Tales and Other Grizzly Stories

Saturday - 3 p.m. 
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©2012 Ochsner Health System (ochsner.org) is a non-profit, academic, multi-specialty, 
healthcare delivery system dedicated to patient care, research and education.

Most insurance plans accepted.

Ochsner Quality,
Kenner cOnvenience 
with 370+ physicians 
yOu KnOw & trust

24-Hour ER

Hospital:
Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner 
180 W. Esplanade Ave.

504-468-8600 

Ochsner Health Center – Kenner 
200 W. Esplanade Ave., Ste. 210  

504-464-8588 

Ochsner Health Center – Driftwood  
2120 Driftwood Blvd. (at Williams Blvd.)

504-443-9500

Call one of our health centers to schedule an appointment:
Same-day and Next-day Appointments Available!

Ochsner Women’s Health Center – Kenner 
200 W. Esplanade Ave., Ste. 501
504-464-8506 

ochsner.org/kenner

Looking for more ways to  
improve your health in 2012?

 
Call 504-739-1600 or 

visit ElmwoodFitness.com  
for membership information.

checK Out  
elmwOOd Fitness   
center in Kenner!

O-K-174_KennerStar_Jan_12_20.indd   1 12/21/11   8:55 AM
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Top Dollar GolD BUYErS
ovEr 30 YEarS ExpEriEncE

locallY oWnED
Sell your Jewelry now while gold is still high

Men’s 
14K Class
Ring We
Pay   $515
with this ad
*1750 oz Gold 
Market with
Coupon

Up
To

receive an Extra

for  your gold
silver or  platinum

excludes diamonds, 
coins and watches
With this coupon.
One per Customer.

• GolD JEWElrY   • BrokEn JEWElrY   • DiamonDS   • ESTaTE JEWElrY  • GolD coinS
• SilvEr JEWElrY • rolEx WaTchES  • SilvErWarE  • plaTinUm  • SilvEr coinS

2537 WilliamS BvD. | acroSS from SYlvESTErS WESTErn WEar | 287-4450
6626 JEffErSon hWY. | acroSS from colonial BoWlinG lanES | 575-3467

1660 BaraTaria BlvD. | acroSS from STarBUckS | 941-7854

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD CASINO!
Check in at any Kiosk each drawing day, starting at 4pm on drawing day. See B Connected Club for details. Restrictions apply.

250 DAILY POINTS = 1 ENTRY. EARN ENTRIES JAN. 1ST-28TH. PLUS! RECEIVE 1 FREE ENTRY  DURING THE PROMOTION

One Lucky B Connected Member will be selected
every 20 minutes from 6pm-11pm to play our

Lucky Color Game and instantly

up towin

Slot Dollars
EARN ENTRIES FROM 8AM-10:45PM ON JAN. 14TH ONLY.
100 DAILY POINTS = 1 ENTRY. 
Check in at any Kiosk starting at 3pm on drawing day. See B Connected Club for details. Restrictions apply.

RECEIVE 1 FREE ENTRY ON SATURDAY 14TH.

Slot Dollars

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14TH

Check in at any Kiosk starting at 3pm on drawing day. See B Connected Club for details. Restrictions apply.

Two Lucky B Connected Players
will be selected each
hour between 6pm-11pm

to compete against each
other for the ultimate

bank heist to
instantly wininstantly win

SLOT DOLLARSSLOT DOLLARS

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21ST

UP TO

EARN ENTRIES FROM 8AM -10:45PM ON JAN. 21ST ONLY.
100 DAILY POINTS = 1 ENTRY. 

RECEIVE 1 FREE ENTRY
ON SATURDAY 21ST.
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The Christmas 
season is the time 
for giving and 
our Louisiana 
politicians are 

always very happy to accept gifts, the 
bigger the better.

It never changes, the poor image 
of Louisiana politicians. Just when we 
think we might be turning the corner, 
there are reports of another smelly 
deal that benefits the political class in 
our state. Sadly, Louisiana politicians 
just can’t help themselves. They have 
an insatiable need to take advantage 
of every available perk.

Several weeks ago, it was reported 
that Louisiana legislators, as well as 
statewide elected officials, will be 
receiving six tickets to the January 
9, 2012 BCS championship game 
between LSU and Alabama at the 
Mercedes-Benz Superdome in New 
Orleans.

Thanks to the generosity of the 
Sugar Bowl Committee and LSU, 141 
current legislators will receive the 
six-pack of tickets at the discounted 
rate of $350 each. While this is the 
“face” value, the real market value 
is approximately $1,850 per ticket, 
which is the going rate on many 

Internet sites.
In effect, our legislators are 

receiving a $1,500 gift for each ticket, 
for a total of $7,500. This generous 
ticket package is only provided to 
Louisiana politicians because of their 
influence over the state budget. It is 
another outrageous deal which sends 
the wrong message about our state 
and our politicians.

Our legislators can attend the 
game with their family and friends or 
“give” the tickets to their top donors 
in exchange for more contributions. 
They can even sell them online. Even 
though we supposedly have the “gold 
standard” of ethics in this state, it 
would not be illegal for our legislators 
to sell these tickets for a huge profit. 
Instead of the “gold standard” of 
ethics, Louisiana really has the “fool’s 
gold” ethical standard.

As fans struggle to find tickets to 
buy on the Internet, legislators and 
other statewide politicians continue to 
enjoy treatment as a special privileged 
class.

According to Herb Vincent, 
associate vice chancellor for 
communications at LSU, the 
university “makes these tickets 
available for purchase to these offices 

because they play a vital role in the 
continued success of Louisiana State 
University.” In other words, since 
legislators provide LSU with state 
funds, they are being rewarded with 
six of the most coveted tickets in 
college football history.

The university should be more 
grateful to the fans that support 
the team each week, the parents 
who pay the tuition costs and the 
taxpayers who fund all of the major 
programs at LSU. Their gratitude is 
directed toward the wrong people 
for everything the legislators give to 
LSU is provided by the hard working 
taxpayers of the state.

Until last year, legislators were 
also providing the Sugar Bowl with 
an annual subsidy of at least $1 
million per year even though many 
other bowls, including the Rose Bowl, 
do not receive public funds. This 
payment was clearly inappropriate 
since our state has suffered from such 
severe fiscal problems and the Sugar 
Bowl is doing quite well financially.

It currently possesses a reserve 
fund valued at of $34.2 million and 
provides an outrageous compensation 
package for its employees. The 

continued on page 20
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From the Editor

Political

The Yenni administration is answering the bell and needs support of citizens
BY ALLAN KATZ

Sugar Bowl deal sours image of Louisiana politicians
BY JEFF CROUERE

Four years 
ago, when then-
Mayor Ed Muniz 
tried to tell me that 
Kenner’s future 

was starting to look bleak, I didn’t believe 
him.

How can that be, I asked? Kenner 
through the 1980s and 90s has been the 
model Gulf South suburb, I reminded the 
mayor. New home construction abounded. 
Money was rolling into Kenner’s coffers 
from the Treasure Chest Casino, I said. 
Kenner had the region’s lowest property 
tax rate with revenue from healthy sales 
taxes mainly paying the bills.

“All of that was once very true and 
now some of it is still true,” Mayor Muniz 
replied. “But it’s no longer enough. 
Kenner is no longer the hottest suburb. It 
is no longer a given that we are attracting 
most of the upper middle-class. There are 
other choices out there and some people 
looking to settle and raise families are also 
looking at homes in the River Parishes 
and the North Shore. Kenner has to face 
the facts.”

Muniz was right. It happened slowly 

but has happened. Kenner has gone from a 
symbol of the future to one of a city whose 
leaders need to rejuvenate. Kenner’s strip 
shopping malls, once considered a symbol 
of suburban modernity, have aged. 
Just as the rest of the country, Kenner’s 
neighborhoods have vacant houses slow 
to sell often needing to have the price 
reduced. The flowing sales taxes used to 
run the city are heavily negatively affected 
by the economy and have put the city’s 
budget in dire straits due to its reliance on 
sales taxes.

A recent study commissioned by 
the Yenni administration completed by a 
consultant firm, GCR Associates, found 
most of Kenner’s trend lines headed 
downward – per capita income is down, 
education levels are down and an aging 
population is an indication that well-off, 
well-educated young couples right now 
are not seeing Kenner as America’s City.

So what do we do now?
“The answer lies in leadership,” says 

Rafe Rabalais, GCR’s top executive who 
is working with Kenner’s top leaders in 
the public and private sectors to reverse 
the negative trends. “Kenner has leaders 

who have answered the bell.”
The main leader is Mayor Michael S. 

Yenni and another is businessman Henry 
Shane. Members of the Kenner Council 
have already stepped up creating a citizens 
committee and others are ready to do 
so. But I think everyone recognizes and 
agrees there are problems that definitely 
need to be addressed.

One who didn’t need the GCR 
study to know there was a problem was 
Kenner’s District 4 Councilwoman Maria 
DeFrancesch. After Hurricane Katrina, 
she made it her mission to attract new 
retailers realizing that sales tax revenues 
were very important as well as giving 
Kenner more plusses to attract new 
homeowners. With the help of the Muniz 
and Yenni administration, she spent four 
years courting the Target organization, 
convincing them to invest millions in a 
new store in The Esplanade mall. She has 
also spent four years courting the Kohl’s 
organization which is going to invest 
millions in Kenner for a new store in a 
totally rebuilt Chateau Village Shopping 
Mall. The old strip mall will be completely 
re-done and its new modern façade will 

be built around the Kohl’s store. That is 
something to cheer about. The executives 
at chains like Target and Kohl’s don’t 
invest millions to be charitable. They 
wouldn’t be coming to Kenner unless they 
believed the city could sustain them.

I think another key decision to watch 
for is the Solomon family’s proposed 
multi-screen theater, also in The Esplanade 
mall. They’ve been talking about it for a 
while. DeFrancesch is courting them with 
the same enthusiasm she brought to the 
pursuit of Target and Kohl’s The Solomon 
family is local. They proposed the multi-
screened mall a few years ago but the 
economy hampered their efforts. They 
have been successfully investing money 
around this area for more than 75 years. If 
they finally build a multi-screen theater in 
Kenner that can be a profit center, that’s a 
good sign we can all cheer.

As Rabalais says, “The future of 
Kenner depends on whether individuals 
and corporations will decide to make 
economic investments in the city. And, of 
course, the city has to be willing to make 

continued on page 21
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Government

Victoria A.M. Smith, M.D.

Family Practice
Men  •  Women  •  Children
Female Care  •  Pap Smears

ContraceptionSe habla español
fala-se português

Office Hours by Appointment
4228 Williams Blvd., Suite 203  •  496-0138  or 889-4011

NOWBACK INKENNER

I want to wish 
all of our Kenner 
citizens a healthy 
and prosperous 

new year. It is my hope that our residents 
and businesses will thrive this year. My 
administration and the city council will 
be working hard to make this “hope” a 
reality.

Starting in 2012 and continuing 
for the foreseeable future will be the 
promotion of Kenner as the “Community 
of Choice” in the metropolitan area. For 
those of us that live and work here, we 
already know that Kenner is the kind of 
place in which families should actively 
seek to live and businesses should seek 
to operate.

Our goal for 2012 is to build on 
Kenner’s assets so residents, businesses 
and visitors will more readily identify 
our city as vital, vibrant and connected. 
Vital – because the only international 
airport in the entire region is located 

in our city and vital, because of 
the Crestview/Bainbridge business 
park and commercial corridors that 
fuel our economy. Vibrant for our 
attractive residential neighborhoods, 
our recreational opportunities at our 
many parks and playgrounds and 
vibrant because of the easy access to 
the Mississippi River levee system 
and Laketown that sits on the beautiful 
Lake Pontchartrain. Connected because 
Kenner residents are connected to all of 
the amenities of suburban living – good 
schools, shopping at our beautiful mall 
and other shopping centers and easy 
access to historic New Orleans and 
surrounding parishes.

Although we live in a city 
with an economy stronger than the 
national average, safe streets and 
stable neighborhoods, we will not be 
complacent with our current level of 
quality of life and services. We have 
been identifying issues within the 
city that provide us with opportunities 

Goal for 2012 is to build Kenner’s assets
BY MICHAEL S. YENNI
Kenner Mayor

for improvement. In 2012 we will be 
working on implementing a strategic 
plan of action to address any challenges 
we face.

We will be striving to make our 
commercial corridors more aesthetically 
pleasing, stepping up our efforts to 
eliminate blight, reducing crime and 
giving Kenner residents more of a sense 
of “place,” that feeling we get when we 
know our city and its residents are truly 
connected – those things that add up to 
a feeling that our community is a special 
place, distinct from anywhere else.

Our community will become 
even more special as improvements 
of the infrastructure and aesthetics 
of Rivertown and Laketown come to 
fruition. These are the only two areas in 
our region that have taken full advantage 
of our “front row view” of the mighty 
Mississippi River and the majestic Lake 
Pontchartrain. These areas are poised 
to become the premiere recreational 

facilities in the area.
We will be building on our 

successes of 2011. The capital 
investments at Armstrong Airport will 
add to its revitalization. The addition 
of new stores in Kenner has added to 
our shopping convenience and we will 
remain aggressive in attracting even 
more new retailers. The ground work for 
economic development and commercial 
activity in and around Laketown has 
been established and as a result we have 
the prospect of bringing new restaurants 
and recreational activities to Kenner’s 
Laketown.

I am very optimistic about the future 
of our city and specifically the prospects 
for 2012. I feel we are building momentum 
on the way to stimulating a city that is 
vital, vibrant and connected. 

Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-
7240 or by email at kennermayor@
kenner.la.us.

If you’re 
looking for 
a positive, 
educational and 

fun way to spend your evenings, then 
the Kenner Police Department has a 
unique opportunity for you! I invite you 
to join Class 27 of the Kenner Citizen 
Police Academy, beginning Tuesday, 
February 7 at 6:30 p.m. at the Kenner 

Police Complex, located at 500 Veterans 
Boulevard.

The KCPA is one of our most 
popular and successful programs. 
Dozens of academy alumni agree that 
the KCPA is a unique and amazing 
opportunity to learn how the police 
department operates. Enrollment in this 
exciting course is free.

Trained law enforcement 

Join the Kenner Citizen Police Academy
BY STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief

professionals certified in their specialized 
fields teach the academy. Each night’s 
course focuses on informative and 
important topics including patrol division 
functions, crime prevention, criminal 
investigations, computer forensics, K-9 
unit, crime scene procedures, criminal 
and domestic violence laws, court 
procedures, narcotics investigations, 
traffic enforcement, driver training, 
physical fitness, use of police force 
and self defense, gang awareness and 
S.W.A.T.

You will also receive a tour of the 
Kenner Police Complex and have the 
opportunity to ride along with a police 
officer for your own night on duty! 

Upon graduating, you will have 
the opportunity to stay active in the 
KPD by joining the Kenner Citizen 
Police Academy Alumni Association. 
Graduates of the Citizen Police 
Academy are also eligible to apply for 
membership in the Community Police 
Corps program.

Being a part of the Kenner Citizen 
Police Academy and the Kenner Citizen 
Police Academy Alumni Association 
is a productive way to support the 
KPD and your community in taking a 
proactive stance against crime. Not only 
do you get to learn about the procedures 
and state-of-the-art equipment in each 
section of the department, but you also 

form lasting friendships with fellow 
citizens and the police officers who are 
dedicated to serving you. The KCPA 
is an opportunity to dispel myths and 
understand what the police department 
is really about. If you choose to be a 
member of the Kenner Citizen Police 
Academy Alumni Association, you can 
participate in many of our special events 
and lead your community in crime 
prevention. The KPD holds two sessions 
of the KCPA per year, one beginning in 
February and the other in August, with 
classes meeting at 6:30 p.m. once per 
week for 13 weeks. I look forward to 
seeing you there.

To enroll in the KCPA, you must 
be at least 21 years of age, have no 
criminal record and live or work in 
Kenner. For more information and 
to fill out an application, visit the 
Kenner Police Department Website at 
www.kennerpd.com. If you have any 
additional questions, please contact the 
KPD Community Relations Division at 
712-2294, 712-2395, nguggenheim@
kennerpd.com or jvirgil@kennerpd.
com. 

Kenner Police Chief Caraway 
can be reached by email at kpd@
kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police 
Department website at www.kennerpd.
com.
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THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

The EAA annual awards 
banquet was held in
December 2011. Randy Lovitt, 
left, was presented 
“Rainmaker of the Year” by 
Kenny Hurst, president, and 
Stan Benoit, right, was named 
“Achiever of the Year.”

• Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability

The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

Lori and Kevin Guffey

State Attorney General affirms
Mayor Yenni’s authority

On November 30, 2011, Kenner 
Mayor Michael S. Yenni announced the 
appointment of Tamithia P. Shaw as the 
director for the Kenner’s Inspection of 
Code Enforcement Department.

Most recently, Shaw was the 
interim director for inspection and code 
enforcement as well as an assistant city 
attorney for the city of Kenner.

Shaw’s previous experience outside 
of the city of Kenner included holding 
the positions of staff attorney for 
Southeast Louisiana Legal Services, 
assistant district attorney for the 
Jefferson Parish under District Attorney 
Paul D. Connick and attorney for the 

state Department of Children and Family 
Services.

Shaw received her undergraduate degree from Louisiana State University in 
1994 and her law degree from Southern University Law Center in 1998.

“Tamithia’s extensive legal knowledge will certainly enable her to lead 
the department and she will continue to carry out my administration’s plan to 
eliminate blight and reduce crime in the city of Kenner. We look forward to her 
distinctive contributions as we pursue our shared goals of increasing customer 
satisfaction and operational efficiencies,” said Yenni. 

Yenni appoints Shaw director of 
inspections and code enforcement

Tamithia Shaw

Louisiana Attorney General 
Buddy Caldwell affirmed that the 
Kenner City Council usurped it’s 
authority when it passed an ordinance 
on October 20, 2011 which prohibited 
Kenner’s unclassified employees 
from participating in political activity 
off the clock and on their own time. 
Mayor Yenni vetoed this ordinance but 
it was overridden by council members 
at their November 3, 2011 meeting.

In the opinion dated December 
16, 2011, the ruling of the attorney 
General opined that

The Kenner Home Rule Charter 
expressly gives the mayor control over 
non-elected personnel. An ordinance 
that restricts non-classified employees 
from participating in politics is beyond 
the authority of the City Council. 
A Trier of fact must determine if the 
facts of a particular situation warrant 
the imposition of liability on a public 
official. Further, it is not the policy 
of this office not to render opinions 
on the civil liability of state officials, 
whether in their official or individual 
capacity.

In the opinion, the attorney general 
went on to say that the ordinance 
prohibiting the non-classified 
employees from engaging in political 
activities would usurp the authority of 
the mayor granted by the city home 
rule charter.

In Mayor Yenni’s October 26, 
2011 written reasons for his veto of 
the ordinance, he advised the council 

the following:
I am exercising the authority 

vested in my office to veto ordinance 
number 10,303, based on the October 
18, 2011 legal opinion written by the 
City Attorney’s office. Said opinion 
finds that this ordinance violated the 
city of Kenner’s Home Rule Charter. 
A prior legal opinion determined 
that a similar ordinance submitted in 
1999 not only violated the Charter, 
but the United States Constitution and 
relevant state statutes as well. After 
reading these opinions and discussing 
all issues with attorneys from the office 
of the City Attorney, I concur with 
their opinion in that the Kenner City 
Council had no authority to submit or 
adapt this. Furthermore I believe it 
violates the United States Constitution 
and Louisiana statutes. I make this 
decision to veto this ordinance after a 
thorough legal review and exertion of 
diligence.

Commenting on the attorney 
general’s ruling, Mayor Yenni said, 
“Considering the council sought no 
advice from their own City Attorney 
before even putting this ordinance up 
for adoption and ignoring his opinion 
prior to adopting this illegal ordinance, 
I am not surprised by the attorney 
general’s opinion. This protects the 
rights of the dedicated people that 
maintain the standards of services in 
Kenner. I am pleased their legal rights 
have been preserved and the city is not 
exposed to any liability. 

Jefferson Parish is preparing for its 
22nd annual Christmas tree marsh resto-
ration project. All Jefferson Parish resi-
dents, including unincorporated areas, 
the town of Jean Lafitte, Gretna, Hara-
han, Kenner and Westwego, wishing to 
participate in the program are asked to 
remove all lights, tinsel, garland, orna-
ments, tree stands and plastic bags from 
their Christmas trees and leave them 
on the curb for collection. Artificial, 
flocked or painted trees are not eligible 
for the program. 

Residents are advised to place trees 
curbside on the evening of Wednesday, 
January 11, 2012, whereas in years’ 
past, trees were typically collected on 
the second scheduled garbage collection 
day. Garbage trucks will make one pass 
through each neighborhood to collect 
trees within the dates of January 12, 13, 
and 14, 2012.

The Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Of-

fice and the fire departments of the West 
Bank Presidents and Chiefs Association 
will again this year offer the use of their 
boats and personnel, and the 24th Judi-
cial District Court, state probation and 
parole as well as other parish-related 
justice programs are assigning court-
ordered community service workers to 
participate in supporting coastal restora-
tion.

The New Orleans Fire Department 
is also supporting the tree marsh resto-
ration project as will several Jefferson 
Parish municipal police departments. 
Fire department and law enforcement 
personnel will use boats to transport 
recyclable Christmas trees, using this 
as a training exercise for maneuvering 
shallow-draft boats in tight quarters to 
specific GPS coordinates, while court-
ordered community service workers 

Christmas trees will be collected again this year
Community 

continued on page 12
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Catholic Elementary School

Open HOuse
January 24, 2012 • 6:30 p.m.

pK-2 through 7th Grade
private Tours Available
4119 st. elizabeth Drive
Kenner, Louisiana 70065

504.468.3524
www.seasschool.org

elizabeth@archdiocese-no.org
“Our eyes are fixed on the Lord”

st. elizabeth Ann seton school does not discriminate  
on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin  

in the administration of their educational policies.

Elizabeth Ann Seton_Kenner Star_2012.indd   1 12/15/11   9:05 AM

The city 
of Kenner like 
many other cities, 
counties and 

parishes, large or small, throughout the 
United States is experiencing a common 
problem. That is, an aging infrastructure 
and limited funds for maintenance or 
reconstruction initiatives. A properly 
maintained infrastructure is not only 
essential to our quality of life, but it 
is also vital for sustaining economic 
development and personal safety. 
Failure to properly maintain our 
infrastructure can be catastrophic to our 
community. A similar analogy could 
be made regarding failure to provide 
proper maintenance of our human 
body, automobile, home/business, A/C 
system, etc. Therefore, we must find 
the ways and means to maintain the life 
blood of our community.

Even though the city of Kenner 
may be considered small compared 
to many cities throughout the United 
States, we do posses a significant 
number of infrastructure facilities that 

need constant maintenance throughout 
the year. For instance, the city is 
responsible for approximately 223 
miles of streets, 19 intersections with 
multiple traffic signals, 33 bridges, 
7,000 street lights, 257 miles of drain 
lines, one sewerage treatment plant, 79 
sewer lift stations, 152 miles of sewer 
force mains, numerous drainage and 
sewerage manholes and structures, 
numerous traffic control signs, public 
buildings and the grass cutting of 
medians, ditches, etc.

The primary function of our Public 
Works Department is to maintain our 
existing infrastructure, generate new 
projects and interact with other local, 
state and federal agencies in an effort 
to secure much needed funding sources 
for new projects and initiatives. 
Maintenance related work (except for 
sewerage) is normally performed with 
Public Works in-house personnel and 
private contractors. Sewerage related 
work is generally performed by a 
company by the name of Veolia Water 
North America-South LLC, which is 

A Kenner Public Works infrastructure update
BY JOSE A. GONZALEZ
Kenner Public Works Department Director

under contract with the city to operate 
the sewer treatment plant and maintain 
the sewerage infrastructure.

While on the maintenance subject, 
it must be said that with limited funds 
and personnel, our Public Works 
Department, which consists of 73 
employees (down from 114 positions 
several years ago), performs an 
extraordinary job in attending to all 
the needs of our community. These 
are a dedicated group of employees 
genuinely interested in their work.

Just like infrastructure maintenance 
is of significant importance to the well-
being of a community, the infusion of 
new projects can be very beneficial in 
establishing trust and confidence. The 
following are a series of Public Works 
related projects that have been either 
recently completed, currently under 
construction or in the planning/design 
stage.

Completed
Williams Boulevard resurfacing 
from Airline Drive to I-10, DOTD 
project, $2.2 million federal and 
state funding.

Williams Boulevard intersection 
improvements at 34th and 36th 
Streets, DOTD project, $410,000 
federal and state funding.

Floodwall at Williams Boulevard, 
Corps of Engineers project, $4.1 
million, federal funding.

Levee work along the Lakefront 
(east and west of Williams 
Boulevard within city limits, Corps 
of Engineers project, $13 million 
federal and state funding.

Under construction
I-10 widening from Veterans 
Boulevard to Clearview Parkway, 
DOTD project, $48.5 million 
federal and state funding, mid 2013 
estimated completion date.

Drainage improvements at West 
Esplanade Avenue and California 
Avenue, Jefferson Parish project, 
$930,000 federal funding.

West Return floodwall from airport 
to just north of I-10, southern 
phase, Corps of Engineers project, 
$40 million federal funding, to be 
completed March 2012.

West Return floodwall (north of 
I-10 to lake, northern phase, Corps 
of Engineers project, $88 million 
federal funding, to be completed 
May 2012.

Airport levee by West Return 
floodwall, Corps of Engineers 
project, $4 million federal and state 
funding, to be completed March 
2012.

Berm enlargement and foreshore 
protection within city limits, Corps 
of Engineers project, $26 million 
federal and state funding.

Storm proofing and fronting 
protection at Duncan and Elmwood 
drainage pump stations, Corps of 
Engineers project, $107 million 
federal funding.

Construction to start in near 
future
Veterans Boulevard resurfacing 
from Salem Street to Virginia 
Street, city project, $2 million local 
and federal funding, begin first 
quarter 2012.

I-10/Loyola Avenue interchange 
improvements, city project, 
$800,000 local and federal funding, 
begin first quarter 2012.

Striping and signing improvements 
at 23 intersections throughout city, 
city project.

Planning/design stage
I-10 widening from Williams 
Boulevard to Veterans Boulevard, 
DOTD project, federal and state 
funding, cost not available, start 
date unavailable.

Williams Boulevard sidewalk/
lighting improvements, east side 
Veterans Boulevard to 32nd Street, 
city project, $310,000 local, state 
and federal funding.

Veterans Boulevard resurfacing 
and bridge improvements from 
Belleview Boulevard to Salem 
Street, city project, $1.35 million 
local and federal funding.

Government

continued on next page
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Good customer 
service with a staff 
that goes out of 
their way to make 
the customer 
experience 
pleasurable and 
enjoyable. I'm a 
winner every time 
I visit because 
of them.
                   – Jerome Tilquit 

KENNER
IS MY FAIR GROUNDS BECAUSE...

1700 JOE YENNI BLVD. KENNER, LA 70065
504.466.8525

Must be at least 21 years of age. Must be a member of the Twin Spires Slot Rewards 
Club. Management reserves all rights to alter or cancel this promotion at any time. 

Must show proof of a valid government issued photo I.D. See offi cial rules for details.

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-877-770-STOP.

JOIN THE KREWE OF CASH! 

YOU COULD WIN 
$90 IN CASH! 
JANUARY 6 - FEBRUARY 25 

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
12PM TO 2AM

5 WINNERS PER DAY!

Williams Boulevard railroad 
tracks to Jefferson Highway, 
beautification type city project.

Striping and signing improvements 
at 23 intersections throughout the 
city.

DOTD to select design consultant 
in near future
Bridge replacement at 23rd Street 
and Crestview Avenue, city project, 
$1.5 million local, federal and state 
funding.

Sewerage system rehabilitation/
improvements program
Sewerage system rehabilitation/
improvements, city project, 
massive program includes 
numerous projects totaling 
approximately $65 million. Some 
projects have been completed and 
others are either under construction 
or in the design/planning stage.

Without a reasonable doubt, our 
infrastructure is an enormous asset to 
our community. Failure to properly 
maintain it can lead to the deterioration 
of the entire community. Many of us 

take the condition of our infrastructure 
for granted. Just imagine for a few 
moments how your everyday life could 
be impacted if temporary or permanent 
failures of our water and sewerage 
system, drainage pump stations, traffic 
signals, street lights (an average of 
1,000 lights are repaired on a yearly 
basis) or a significant deterioration of 
our transportation system of roads and 
bridges, among other problems, would 
occur.

Could we easily adapt to any of 
these conditions? Would they generate 
quality of life issues and safety or health 
problems? Could it hinder economic 
development initiatives?

It goes without saying that our 
administration will do everything 
within their power to prevent the decay 
of one of our most valuable assets, our 
infrastructure system.

In closing, on behalf of all of our 
Public Works Department staff, I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
wish all the readers a happy, healthy 
and prosperous new year. 

Jose A. Gonzalez, Kenner’s Public 
Works Director, can be reached at 468-
7515 or jgonzalez@kenner.la.us.

The case 
discussed in 
this column was 
tried in a District 

Court and then appealed by the plaintiff 
to the 3rd Circuit Court of Appeals.

In this particular case a daughter 
sued her mother over the ownership of 
money in an investment account and 
over the disposition of the property of 
her grandmother. This grandmother was 
her mother’s mother which is a direct 
line of inheritance. The courts ruled on 
several issues. The first involved the 
money in the investment account and 
the second involved the validity of the 
will.

The granddaughter believed she 
was entitled to the money in a specific 
investment account. The account had 
been established by the grandmother 
during her lifetime in the names of both 
her daughter and her granddaughter. 
The granddaughter alleged that her 
grandmother had given her all the money 
in the account and that her mother’s 
name was on the account because she 
was a minor at the time the account was 

established. The daughter stated that the 
funds in the account were given to both 
the daughter and the granddaughter. She 
further alleged that some of the money 
in the account was her separate funds.

The second issue involved the 
validity of the will. The granddaughter 
wanted to probate a copy of a 1991 
statutory testament of her grandmother. 
The original will could not be located. 
Additionally the grandmother’s 
signature was not visible on the copies 
of most of the pages of the will.

The trial court found that the funds in 
the investment account reflected a “joint 
deposit” by the grandmother intended 
as a donation to both her daughter and 
granddaughter. The trial court ordered 
the money in the investment account be 
divided equally between the two women 
and declined to probate a copy of the 
grandmother’s 1991 will.

The granddaughter appealed the 
ruling to the appeals court. The appeals 
court noted that under Civil Code Article 
797, ownership of the same thing by 
two or more persons is ownership in 
indivision. That article further provides 

that in the absence of other provisions 
of law or a juridical act, the shares of 
all co-owners are presumed to be equal. 
The court found that the daughter had 
not overcome this presumption and that 
the funds in the investment account 
belonged to both of the named account 
holders. The appeals court confirmed 
the judgment of the district court and 
divided the funds in the investment 
account equally between the daughter 
and granddaughter.

In addressing the issue of the 
validity of the will, the court of appeal 
followed Civil Code Article 1577 
regarding notarial testaments. The court 
noted that the grandmother’s signature 
was “not apparent” on each of the pages 
of the will. The court noted that the 
second page of the will which included 
the provisions disposing of the property 
appeared to be unsigned. The court 
of appeal found the testament to be 
invalid as to form and refused to allow 
probation of the copy of the will. The 
court did not address issues concerning 
the granddaughter’s failure to submit 
the original will. (Sylvester v. Fontenot, 

2010-1115 La. App. 3rd Cir. 3/9/11)
The granddaughter had tried to 

probate a copy of the will, which is 
allowed under specific circumstances 
and is decided case by case. In this 
particular case, the will had not been 
signed on the bottom of each page as 
is required by Louisiana law and was 
therefore invalid as to form. The court 
did not have to address the issue of the 
copy of the will because the will had not 
been prepared and executed correctly.

The requirements for a valid will 
are established by Louisiana law. To 
avoid complications and disagreements 
over inheritances it is wise to use a well-
seasoned Louisiana attorney to draft 
your will. 

James L. Melchers is the senior 
attorney at Melchers Law Firm, located 
at 909 West Esplanade Avenue in 
Kenner and the firm’s primary areas 
of practice are estate planning, wills, 
trusts, successions, corporate law, 
and personal injury. Melchers can be 
reached at 467-1092 or visit the website 
at www.melcherslawfirm.

Law
A recent case involving an invalid will
BY JAMES L. MELCHERS

Gonzalez
(continued from previous page)



10 January 2012 - KENNER STR

Melchers Law Firm
909 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 206, Kenner, LA  70065
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January is 
here and for 
many people 
it marks the 
time to make 
New Year’s 

resolutions. While health is usually 
top of mind when it comes to making 
our lists – eating better, exercising 
more, quitting smoking – most of 
us are not thinking about taking 
preventative and screening measures 
against cancer. January also marks 
“Cervical Cancer Awareness Month” 
and we at Ochsner-Kenner hope you 
all will take the time to have – or 
encourage a loved one to have – an 
annual Pap test. We hope you will 
also consider vaccinating yourselves 
or your daughters against the human 
papillomavirus (HPV) which is the 
primary cause of cervical cancer.

According to the American 
Cancer Society, over 12,000 
new cases of cervical cancer are 
expected to be diagnosed this year, 
and approximately 4,200 of those 

women will die. Of the women 
diagnosed with cervical cancer, most 
are between 35 and 55. “Many of 
these women were likely exposed 
to HPV during their teens and 20s,” 
says Dr. Mike Wiedemann, Ochsner-
Kenner OB/GYN. “Therefore, if 
the vaccine is given before sexual 
activity begins, it may significantly 
lower the occurrence of cervical 
cancer in future generations.”

The HPV virus can unknowingly 
be transmitted and women can have 
it for years and not know it. Regular 
Pap tests are important because they 
are able to find changes in cervical 
cells before they turn into cancer. 
If these cell changes are treated, 
cervical cancer could be prevented.

Although abnormal cervical cell 
changes rarely cause symptoms, 
Dr. Wiedemann says that abnormal 
bleeding from the vagina, an 
unexplained change in your menstrual 
cycle, pain during sex or bleeding 
when something comes in contact 
with your cervix could indicate signs 

of cervical cancer  If you experience 
any of these symptoms, you should 
see your doctor.

The American Cancer Society 
recommends the following:

All women should begin having 
the Pap test about three years after 
they start having sex, but no later 
than age 21.

Women who have certain risk 
factors (such as HIV infection or 
weak immune systems) should get a 
Pap test every year.

Women 70 years of age or older 
who have had three or more normal 
Pap tests in a row (and no abnormal 
tests in the last 10 years) may choose 
to stop having the test.

Women who have had a total 
hysterectomy (removal of the uterus 
and cervix) may also choose to stop 
having the test unless the surgery 
was done as a treatment for cervical 
cancer or pre-cancer. \

Women who have had a simple 
hysterectomy (the cervix was not 
removed) should continue to follow 

the guidelines above.
Women should continue having 

Pap tests once they have stopped 
having children unless they meet 
criteria listed above.

For more information about 
cervical cancer or to schedule a 
Pap test or HPV vaccination, call 
the Ochsner-Kenner OB/GYN 
department at 464-8506. 

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief 
executive officer at Ochsner Medical 
Center-Kenner and has served in 
this role for six years. Zambito has 
been at the Kenner facility for over 
20 years. Zambito, who serves on 
the boards of the National Kidney 
Foundation of Louisiana and the 
Louisiana Extended Care Hospital 
of Kenner is also a member of the 
Jefferson Chamber of Commerce and 
the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
of Louisiana. For more information 
of the services and physicians at 
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner 
call 464-8000.

Preventing cervical cancer – A different resolution for 2012
BY PAOLO ZAMBITO

In China, medical students 
are taught about acupuncture. 
Acupuncture is considered part of 
traditional Chinese medicine. In 
America, at Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner, Dr. Wei Guo is a local Kenner 
physician specializing in both family 
medicine and acupuncture. He has 
discovered that the acupuncture 
techniques he learned long ago in 
China can be relevant and helpful for 
many patients.

Dr. Guo, an orthopedic surgeon 

from China, took three years of 
additional acupuncture training after 
medical school, came to Louisiana in 
2007 as a resident in family medicine 
and was pleasantly surprised to 
learn how open many American 
patients were to the possibility that 
acupuncture might help them.

“The thing that I emphasize in 
my discussions with patients willing 
to consider acupuncture is that I have 
to do a complete and very thorough 
workup to be sure that acupuncture 

Doctor finds use for acupuncture he first learned back home in China
BY ALLAN KATZ

will help them,” says Dr. Guo. “I 
have found that most – but not all 
– of my American patients take the 
view that if acupuncture may make a 
positive difference in restoring their 
health, then they are willing to try 
it.”

Dr. Guo said acupuncture 
has been especially beneficial in 
relieving pain that has withstood 
every medication and therapy. In 
one instance, a woman patient who 
suffers from fibromyalgia and has 
endured horrific lower back pain, 
reported that she has become pain-
free after acupuncture treatments. 
“She had suffered from her pain 
for several years and two weeks 
of acupuncture seemingly worked 
what for her was a miracle,” said Dr. 
Guo. “For me, it was just another 
example of how acupuncture when 
properly applied has a place in 
modern medicine although it is a 
science with roots that are thousands 
of years old.”

In another instance, a female 
patient who had endured 25 years of 
painful headaches also found herself 
pain-free and without headaches after 

just a few acupuncture treatments.
“In each case, we have to see if 

acupuncture is a long-term solution 
to a chronic problem,” says Dr. 
Guo. “However, I can tell you that 
these are just two instances of many 
where patients who benefited from 
acupuncture were moved to tears by 
the sudden absence of pain that had 
filled their days and nights.”

“Acupuncture is not just useful 
for pain relief. It is also useful for 
other physical problems in males 
and females, as well as beneficial 
for mental issues such as depression, 
anxiety and stress,” said Dr. Guo.

Dr. Guo and his family are 
enjoying their stay in Kenner. “This 
has to be one of the nicest and most 
friendly cities in the entire world,” 
says Dr. Guo. “We feel that we have 
been welcomed into what one might 
call the Kenner family. This is a 
wonderful place and I feel fortunate 
to be practicing at an excellent 
hospital with superb facilities.” Dr. 
Guo can be reached at his office at 
464-4141. 

Health
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A Valentine gift 
   for the body, 
                from the heart.

MassageEnvy.com · Convenient Hours · Franchises Available 

*See clinic for details. ©2011 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC.

Send all the right messages with Massage Envy Spa gift cards. 
Available in any denomination at your local Massage Envy Spa.

Introductory 1-hour  
massage session*

Introductory 1-hour Murad®

Healthy Skin facial session*
$ $

(504) 496-9000

Open 7 Days: M-F 8-10, Sat 8-6, Sun 10-6

39

KENNER
819 W. Esplanade Ave., Suite B

E2843

49

corner of Chateau Blvd

Health

Knee pain 
related to 
d e g e n e r a t i v e 
joint disease or 

osteoarthritis (OA) 
of the knee is very common. Millions 
of Americans suffer from degenerative 
joint disease or OA of the knee. The 
knee joint cartilage undergoes wear 
and degenerative tears associated with 
advancing age. Additional risk factors 
for OA of the knee include being 
overweight, prior joint injury, a family 
history of arthritis, muscle weakness or 
imbalance and deformity of the joint.

Hyaluronic acid is a normal 
component of knee joint synovial 
fluid. Synovial fluid in the knee acts 
as a lubricant and shock absorber. 
In patients with OA of the knee, the 
concentration of hyaluronic acid in 
synovial fluid is reduced to below one 
half of normal concentration.

An evaluation by your orthopedic 
surgeon is necessary to properly 
diagnose your knee condition. If 
degenerative cartilage and OA is 

the source of your knee pain, your 
orthopedist may offer you the option 
of hyaluronic acid injections. The 
injections are usually given in a series of 
three to five injections with one injection 
per week for three to five weeks. The 
goal of hyaluronic acid injections is to 
supplement the decreased hyaluronic 
acid in the arthritic knee synovial fluid. 
Reactions to hyaluronic acid injections 
are rare and typically resolve in one to 
two days. Although results vary, many 
patients with mild to moderate knee OA 
feel significant pain relief following 
hyaluronic acid injections. 

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a 
board certified orthopedic surgeon 
with over 10 years experience. The 
Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine 
is a multi-specialty center dedicated 
to complete musculoskeletal care with 
focused expertise in shoulder and 
knee injuries. Offices are located in 
Kenner and Metairie. For additional 
information call 467-5900 or visit 
www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

Hyaluronic acid injections for 
knee osteoarthritis
BY THOMAS R. LYONS, M.D.
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Call us to advertise!

Automatic Transmission, Inc.
--Dennis Automotive

2220 Airline Drive, Kenner

466-1381
Family owned and operated since 1976

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
from

Automotive Transmission
and Dennis Automotive

Check your odometer...

It’s time to have your
transmission checked

or serviced!
Have your vehicle serviced for the New Year!

Stressed with the 

Holiday Blues? 

Call for your appointment and receive a 

FREE 30 minute massage 
with this coupon… 

when booking a 60 minute massage 
(60 minutes for the price of 30 minutes) 

 Offer Expires January 31, 2012 

Hair Styles Unlimited 

Salon & Spa 
3635 Florida Ave 

Kenner, LA 
504 464 5949 

Specializing in hair restoration, 
 extensions, and alternative hair. 
Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977 

www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com 

Relax… 

Massage is one the best known methods for 

warding off the detrimental effects of stress.  It 
can certainly help us to better cope with, and 

improve, the quality of life.  Let our Nationally 
Certified Massage Therapist Revive, Refresh, 

and Realign your body, mind, and spirit! 

We are in the 
midst of some 
very uncertain 
economic times. 
Europe is a mess 

and could face a financial crisis that will 
affect economies around the world. In 
the U.S. we still have big deficits on the 
federal level with no real plan to fix the 
problem – all of this while the economy 
is growing slowly with very little new 
job growth.

Now is the time for you to do 
something that our elected officials 
haven’t done. Get serious about 
managing your money.

The first step is to look at poor 
planning and excessive debt for what 
it is – stupid. As Forrest Gump said 
“Stupid is as stupid does” or as General 
Honoré said “Don’t get stuck on stupid.”

It doesn’t have to be this way. Debt 
is often marketed at as a way to achieve 
your dreams. Another way to look at 

Banking 
Time to take charge
BY GUY WILLIAMS

debt is that when you go into debt you 
are surrendering future options and 
surrendering some of your freedom. 
After all, once the debt is incurred, you 
have to work to pay it off. Savings is the 
opposite. You gain future options when 
you save money because savings allows 
you to do more in the future.

Decide once and for all that you will 
no longer sell your soul to Master Card 
and Visa.

If you make some changes now you 
can get out of debt and regain your 
financial freedom. Begin by not letting 
the problem grow. Put the credit cards 
away and switch to a pay as you go 
system. Even if you only make the 
minimum card payments, you will have 
less debt at month’s end than when you 
began.

The next step is a lifestyle change. 
Decide to live below your means and 
spend less than you take in. My first 
partner’s mom used to say, “Boys, 
always spend less than you make 
because then when the hard times come, 
and they will always come, you won’t 
have to change your life.” She was right 
40 years ago and she is still right today. 
Make a conscious decision to live below 
your means.

This is a challenge in today’s 
consumer-oriented world but it can be 
liberating, because you have decided 
not to play the consumption game.

The third step is to plan your financial 
life, don’t let financial decisions be 
made by events or happenstance. Some 
people call this budgeting, but a better 
word for it is a spending plan. You are 
controlling where your money goes not 
random events.

The simplest budget that has worked 
for millions of Americans is to give 
10 percent of your income to church 

or charity, save 10 percent and spend 
80 percent. This can work well for 
most folks and is a good way to get to 
financial freedom. There are a lot of 
authors that have books that explain 
these programs. Three of my favorites 
are Larry Bouquet, Dave Ramsey and 
Mary Hunt. Check them out online or 
at the library. Begin your debt free life 
by not buying a book but using the info.

Another important part of your new 
financial life is to find support. The 
most important support group for this 
new approach is your family. Your wife 
or husband need to be on board for this 
plan to work. A friend or co-worker 
with similar goals can also help. Your 
financial goals become more real when 
you write them down and tell them to 
someone else.

Expect problems. No big change is 
easy. There will be setbacks, but don’t 
let them discourage you. When you miss 
a target or spend foolishly, learn from 
the experience and get back on track.

Remember, this is a change in 
lifestyle. It won’t be easy but it will be 
worthwhile. The end result will be a 
more content life where you control the 
money, allowing you to save, spend and 
give with confidence. This is the year, 
this is the time and you can meet your 
goals.

With some hard work, 2012 can be 
the year that you take control of your 
finances. 

Guy Williams is president and chief 
executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and 
Trust Company. Their Kenner branch 
office is located at 3410 Williams 
Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch 
manager, can be contacted at 565-
3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s 
website at www.gulfbank.com.

will load trees into boats. Court-ordered 
participants will have their service 
hours tracked and submitted to the ap-
propriate justice program by employees 
of the operations division of the parish 
president’s office.

“The Louisiana Department of Nat-
ural Resources eliminated funding for 
Christmas tree marsh restoration pro-
grams throughout the state, but because 
of the generosity and cooperation of 
the 24th Judicial District Court, Sheriff 
Normand and our fire fighters, we are 
continuing the vital work of saving our 
coastline,” said Jefferson Parish Presi-
dent John Young.

Trees will be placed into pre-con-

structed shoreline fences in Goose Bay-
ou, near the town of Jean Lafitte. Proj-
ect Coordinator Jason Smith added that 
“A monitoring study by Louisiana State 
University found that these tree fences 
dramatically reduce the rate of shoreline 
retreat and, by effectively trapping sedi-
ments, result in higher accretion rates in 
nearby marshes. Sediments carried over 
and through the fences by wave action 
are slowly accreting and building land 
between the shoreline and the fences.”

For more information contact Mar-
nie Winter, director of Jefferson Parish 
Department of Environmental Affairs at 
731-4612. 

Christmas tree
(continued from 7)
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Children and Teens Parent and Child

2012 Leisure Service Winter Spring Programs

Pintsize Drawing & Painting – ages 6-10
Young artists will be introduced to the fun filled world of drawing 
and painting. They will use different mediums to complete at 
least 3 paintings. The course will end with an art show. Supplies 
included in class fee. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Friday
February 3 - March 23 Fassbender Center
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  Class fee: $45

teen art workshoPs – ages 11-17
Teens will explore the basics of pencil drawing, watercolor and 
acrylics. Different projects in each workshop. All supplies included. 
Discount available if you sign up for all four! Instructor: Brenda 
Gruber.

Thursday
Feb. 2, Mar 1, Apr 5, May 3 Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.   Fee: $12 (per workshop)

art a la Carte – ages 6-10
This is an arts and crafts class that will explore creativity and 
imagination. Paints, clay, glue, collages and more will be used to 
create engaging hands-on projects. The opportunities are endless. 
All supplies included. 

Thursday 
March 8 - April 26  Fassbender Center
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  Class fee: $45

storytime art – ages 3-5
Children will create simple projects inspired by the images and 
characters introduced from books. A variety of fun and unique 
crafts will be made to expand their imagination and bring the 
stories to life. 

Tuesday
March 6 - April 24  Fassbender Center
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.  Class fee: $40

hiP hoP – ages 7 & UP
Learn the latest hip hop moves and combine them for a fun and 
energetic routine to hottest music. Hip hop is an excellent way for 
kids to stay in shape and improve confidence. Wear loose clothes 
and tennis shoes. Students will perform in our annual dance revue 
and are responsible for a $25 revue fee. Instructor: Sarah Gaitan.

Tuesday
January 17 - June 8  Fassbender Center
7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  Class fee: $40

tennis – ages 7-14
Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve 
balance, mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out and see 
why they say tennis is a “sport for a lifetime.” This class consist of 8 
lessons and ends with a fun tournament! Instructor: Ellie Chavis, 
USTA and PTR certified.

Thursdays
March 8 - April 26
5 p.m. - 6 p.m. - Beginner  Alabama Tennis Courts
6 p.m. - 7 p.m. - Adv.  Beginner Class fee: $40

karate – ages 6-14
This is a Tae Kwon Do karate class that will teach self esteem, 
confidence, discipline, positive thinking, eye-hand coordination, 
balance, flexibility, self defense and respect for others. Instructors: 
Candace Frisard, Daniel Truxillo & Matthew Hinkamp.

Tuesday & Thursday  
January 17 - April 26  Fassbender Center
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  Class fee: $55

tUmbling – ages 6 -14
This is a tumbling only program that will help enhance your 
tumbling skills. Beginner classes will begin with forward rolls and 
advance to backbend kick-overs. The advanced beginner class 
must already have their backbend from standing up and will begin 
with back handsprings and advance to back tucks. Instructor: 
Brittany Gaspard.

Monday
January 23 - April 16
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. (Beginner) Barbre Gym
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Adv. beginner) Class fee: $35

sweetheart tea – ages 4-10  
This is a three-week etiquette class for young ladies and gentlemen 
that will teach social etiquette, table manners and personal style 
that inspire self-confidence in life-skills. The young ladies will host 
a sweetheart tea party on the last class to show what they learned. 
Instructor: Marian Hebert.

Wednesday
January 25 - February 8 Fassbender Center
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  Class fee: $25

tea two – ages 8-15  
This is an intermediate etiquette class. This class will focus on 
establishing acceptable boundaries, bullying and teasing, cell 
phone, Internet and social networking etiquette. Instructor: 
Marian Hebert.

Wednesday
March 7 - March 21  Fassbender Center
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  Class fee: $25

satUrn on satUrDay – ages 8-12 
Join us for a night with the stars! This night will include a 
planetarium show and a sky show. After the shows you will get 
to go outside to view Saturn at its closet point to Earth using a 
telescope. Instructor: Kevin Hunts.

Saturday  
April 14   Rivertown Science Center
7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. Workshop fee: $15

sPring break CamP – ages 4-11
Need something for the kids to do during spring break? Send 
them to our Spring Camp! Activities will range from arts & crafts 
to indoor/outdoor games and a field trip. Lots of fun for the kids! 
Limited to 24 children.

April 23 - 27 Camp hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Butch Duhe Gym Before care: 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. (free)
Camp fee: $80  After care: 3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. (free)

hair Pins & brooChes – ages 9 -15  
This workshop will teach you how to make trendy hair pins and 
brooches using feathers, bows and ribbon. All supplies included. 
Instructor: Marian Hebert.

Thursday
February 9  Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Workshop fee: $15

kenner klay kiDs – ages 6 & UP 
Come check out our ceramics program! This is a bisque only class.
All paints, brushes and firing included. Students must purchase 
own bisque.

Wednesday
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
January 18 - February 22 Fassbender Center
February 29 - April 4  Session fee: $40

Pintsize Paint Party – ages – 6 & UP
“It’s a Hoot” is the theme of this paint party! Join us for a day of 
painting, you will leave with a completed painting. All supplies 
and snacks included. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Saturday
March 10   Fassbender Center
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Workshop fee: $25

CeramiCs
These great seasonal programs will be one day workshops and 
will include all supplies need to complete your ceramic projects. 
Instructor: Lisa Herbert.

marDi gras CeramiCs – ages 7 & UP
Saturday   Fassbender Center
Feb. 4   Fee: $35 per family
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. (one parent and one child)

easter CeramiCs – ages 7 & UP
Saturday   Fassbender Center
March 24   Fee:  $35 per family
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. (one parent and one child)

tiC taC toe set – ages 7 & UP
Saturday   Fassbender Center
April 21   Fee: $35 per family
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. (one parent and one child)

Family yoga – ages 6 & UP  
Introduces beginner students to the fundamentals of yoga, 
posture and breath. This bonding class will build concentration, 
create energy and bring a calming relaxing sensation to both 
you and your child. There is a strong emphasis on form and 
alignment in the poses as well as specially sequenced energetic 
restorative poses. Please bring a mat and a towel. Instructor: 
Amanda Mitchell.

Saturday   Fassbender Center
January 21 - March 10 Class fee: $35
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. (one parent and one child)

home grown Container Vegetables – 
ages 6 & UP
Children will love getting a little dirty in this class. You will plant 
your own vegetable and herb seeds in containers and transplant 
a few seedlings, then take them home and watch them grow. All 
supplies included for one parent and one child. Sponsored by: 
Monsanto Fund. Instructor: Anne Baker.

Saturday   
March 3   COK Veterans Park Greenhouse
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Workshop fee: FREE

“egg”traorDinary eggs – ages 6 & UP
You will learn countless ways to decorate your Easter eggs in 
an extra extraordinary way! By using simple items you can turn 
your eggs into art. All supplies included for one parent and one 
child.

Saturday
March 31   Fassbender Center
10:00 a.m. -11:30 a.m. Workshop fee: $25

It’s not too late. 
Call us for more information today! 

468-7268

Gymnastics Classes 
going on now
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Adult

2012 Leisure Service Winter Spring Programs

a.m. boDy sCUlPt   
Are you a “morning person” and want to get your body back 
in shape? Join this great fitness program to build and sculpt 
muscles, strengthen your core, improve your strength and 
flexibility while burning fat and calories. Please bring 3-5 lb. 
hand weights. Instructor: Mary Bergeron, AFAA Certified.
 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday
 January 9 - March 2 Fassbender Center
 March 5 - April 27  Class fee: $40
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. per session

boDy workoUt in the P.m.
This is a combination three day program. The class will focus 
on burning fat, increasing metabolism, ab work, strengthening 
with hand weights, cardio alternate with aerobics and 
kickboxing. At the end of each class will be stretching and 
relaxation techniques. Instructor: Mary Bergeron, AFAA 
Certified.

Monday, Wednesday & Friday
January 9 - March 2 Fassbender Center
March 5 - April 27  Class fee: $40
6:15 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. per session
 

zUmba in the P.m. 
This is a Latin inspired, dance fitness class that incorporates 
Latin and international music and dance movements such 
as meringue, salsa, cumbia, reggaetone, samba, cha-cha, 
flamenco, belly dance and more. This will create a dynamic, 
exciting and effective fitness system. Instructor: Tim Davis & 
Kierra Young. 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday Wednesday & Friday 
January 9 - March 2  January 11 - March 2 
March 5 - April 27   March 7 - April 27
5:15 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.  7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center   Wentwood Adult Gym
Class fee: $40   Class fee: $35

yoga i 
This class introduces beginning students to the fundamentals 
of posture and breath. The class is also suitable for continuing 
students or anyone who, due to stiffness, lack of strength or 
other limitations, would benefit from yoga. Please bring a mat 
and a towel. Instructor: Amanda Mitchell.

Monday, Wednesday & Friday Monday & Friday
January 9 - March 2  January 9 - March 2
March 5 - April 27   March 5 - April 27
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.  7:15 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.
Session fee: $40   Session fee: $35

line DanCe Fitness
Learn the newest line dances for exercise and fun. Latin, Disco, 
Oldies, Top 40, Rhythm & Blues, Country and more will also be 
used to teach all the dances. Instructor: Dave Sepulveda.

Thursday    
Jan. 19 - February 23 Rivertown Exhibition Hall
March 15 - April 19  Class fee: $35 
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. per session   
  

line DanCe Fitness ii
Know all the “basic” line dances? If you are ready to learn more 
complicated line dances while getting a fantastic workout, 
sign up for this class. Instructor: Dave Sepulveda.

Thursday    
Jan. 19 - February 23 Rivertown Exhibition Hall  
March 15 - April 19  Class fee: $35 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. per session

ballroom bootCamP – CoUPle DanCing
Work off the calories while learning how to Salsa, Merengue, 
Cha Cha, Swing, Western Two-Step, Zydeco, Jamaica and more. 
Dancing as a couple is back in style. Instructor: Dave Sepulveda.

Thursday    
Jan. 9 - February 23 Rivertown Exhibition Hall  
March 15 - April 19  Class fee: $65 
7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. per couple

kenner klay stUDios
We are now offering ceramics in all levels from bisque to 
greenware. Choose which class is right for you or sign up for 
several. All prices are on a monthly basis. Open studio time will 
be available on the 1st Saturday of the month from 10:00 a.m. 
– 2:00 p.m. for $5 per person.

Beginner Bisque Intermediate Bisque Advanced Greenware
        Thursday  Monday Tuesday
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Class fee: $15/month Class fee: $25/month  Class fee: $35/month

CeramiC Plate oF the month
This is a great specialty program that offers a special plate 
design each month. All supplies are included. Class held in the 
ceramics studio at the Fassbender Center.

Saturday  
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  
Jan. 21 (Animal Print Initial Plate)  
Feb. 11 (Mardi Gras Fleur de Lis Plate)
March 10 (Easter Lily Plate)
April 14 (Black Lace Plate)
Class fee: $20 each

art with aCryliCs
Learn the exciting and versatile medium of acrylics! You will 
be taught the basics and develop your unique creative touch. 
Supply list is given on the first day of class. Instructor: Jane 
Read.

Monday
Jan. 9 - February 27  
March 5 - April 23 
Day/10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  Fassbender Center 
Night/6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  Session fee: $40
     

Paint For FUn
An adult oil painting “recreation art” class that will amaze each student 
with a finished painting. Students will receive an art supply list on the 
first day of class. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Tuesday    Wednesday
Jan. 10 - February 28  Jan. 11 - February 29
March 6 - April 24   March 7 - April 25
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.       10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center   Fassbender Center 
Session fee: $40   Session fee: $40

waterColor
Learn the basic watercolor techniques. Beginner knowledge of 
drawing is not necessary. Supply list will be given at registration. 
Instructor: Marian Hebert.

Thursday
Jan. 12 - March 1   Fassbender Center
March 8 - April 26   Class fee: $40
2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.    per session

CalligraPhy For beginners
Learn the basics of writing in Italic, addressing envelopes and 
a few fancier letters. Supply list given at registration. Instructor: 
Marian Hebert.

Thursday
March 8 - March 22   Fassbender Center
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.  Class Fee: $20
 

Vegetable garDening mini series 
Join us for a series of gardening classes that will teach you how 
to start and maintain a successful vegetable and ornamental 
garden in your backyard. No matter the size of your bed, we will 
offer detailed knowledge in three areas: Soil Science, Making & 
Improving Beds and Planting Ornamentals & Edibles. Ochsner 
Medical Center-Kenner will be present at the last class to give 
expert advice on how to cook foods in a healthy, delicious way 
and participants will go home with plants and seeds to get 
started. REGISTRATION IS FOR THE ENTIRE SERIES. Sponsored 
by the Monsanto Fund. Instructor: Anne Baker.

Tuesday
March 6 - April 3  COK Greenhouse
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Class fee: FREE

sPring garDens mini series
Come and learn about a few unique features you can add to your 
spring garden.  Classes will cover butterflies & hummingbirds, 
ponds & water features and other spring topics.  Adding something 
a little different will make your garden stand out and add interest 
to your yard.  REGISTRATION IS FOR ALL 3 CLASSES.  Sponsored by 
the Monsanto Fund. Instructor: Anne Baker.

Tuesday  
April 10 - April 24  COK Greenhouse
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Class fee: FREE

tennis lessons
Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve 
balance, mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out and 
see why they say tennis is a “sport for a lifetime.” This class 
consist of 8 lessons and ends with a fun tournament! Instructor: 
Ellie Chavis, USTA and PTR certified.

Class held:
Wednesday  Tuesday
March 7 - April 25  March 6 - April 24
9 a.m. - 10 a.m. Beginner 7 p.m. - 8 p.m. Beginner
10 a.m. - 11 a.m. Adv Beginner 8 p.m. - 9 p.m. Adv Beginner
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. Beginner Alabama Courts
8 p.m. - 9 p.m. Adv. Beginner Class fee: $40
Cannes Brulee Courts   
Class fee: $40  

tennis leagUes
Men’s League – Monday night – Levels  A to B+
Women’s League – Thursday night

League play will begin the week of March 12. Leagues are not 
for beginners. Registration remains open until leagues are 
filled.

Kenner resident league fee: $40
Non-Kenner resident league fee: $45

Dog obeDienCe ii 
This is an intermediate obedience class for dogs who have a basic 
start on heeling, sit, down, come and stay. Your dog will learn the 
skills required to pass the 10 parts of the Canine Good Citizen 
evaluation. Dogs must be up-to-date on rabies, DHP and parvo 
vaccinations. Bring vaccination records to first class. Training with 
dogs starts first class. Instructor is an AKC-approved Canine Good 
Citizen evaluator.

Saturday   Veterans Park
March 3 - April 14  Shelter 1
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Class fee: $50

tea anD tales 
This is a Book Club that will meet once a month to discuss 
books and sample tea and coffee. The book list will be given at 
registration. Club Leader: Marian Hebert.

Thursday
Jan. 26, Feb. 23, Mar. 29, Apr. 26 Fassbender Center
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Club fee: $15

Fitness Access Pass
Get your all access pass to attend unlimited 
fitness classes for an extra $25 per session!
This includes: Body Sculpt, Body Workout, 

Yoga a.m. & p.m., and Zumba
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2012
City oF kenner

holiDay CalenDar

no Programs or Classes will be helD on 
the City oF kenner holiDays listeD aboVe. 

Classes or Programs that oCCUr on a 
holiDay will not be resCheDUleD.

New Year’s (observed)  Mon., Jan. 2
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Mon., Jan. 16
President’s Day (observed) Mon., Feb. 20
Mardi Gras   Tues., Feb. 21
Good Friday  Fri., Apr.6
Memorial Day  Mon., May 28

Check out the leagues KPRD 
has to offer:

 Flag football, Basketball,
Softball, Cabbageball

Mixed leagues in: 
Softball, Cabbageball and Volleyball

 
Call Johnie after 2:00 p.m. at 

468-7211 for more information.

CENTRALIZED REGISTRATION
Participants must report to their local playground. If you are a first time participant or you have 

an expired ID in any sports program, you will be sent to Kenner Parks & Recreation office at 
1905 24th Street for processing of the Centralized Registration Procedures.

Please bring an original birth certificate and proof of residency!

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 468-7211

2012 Leisure Service Winter Spring Programs

trees: ornamentals & eDibles 
Ever wonder how you can get your trees as large and beautiful 
as your neighbor’s? We will teach you how to plant and care 
for various types of trees that will spruce up your landscaping 
and even bear some edible fruit. We’ll cover everything from 
planting to fertilizing to trimming. You will go home with a 
small tree. Instructor: Anne Baker.

Saturday
January 28  COK Greenhouse
10:00 a.m. - noon  Workshop fee: FREE

home grown Vegetables & herbs
With the economy in its current state and your wallet looking 
a bit thin after Christmas, now is the time to grow some of 
your own food at home and save some cash. Whether you live 
in an apartment or a house, we will show you how to grow a 
few spring vegetables and herbs in containers. All supplies 
included to get started. Sponsored by Monsanto Fund. 
Instructor: Anne Baker.

Saturday
March 3   COK Greenhouse
Noon - 3:00 p.m.  Workshop fee: FREE

lsU staineD glass
This is a paint-by-number faux-stained glass workshop. You 
will be amazed how close it looks to the real thing! Display 
available at the Leisure Service office. All supplies included. 
Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Saturday
January 21  Fassbender Center
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Workshop fee: $35

Paint Party
Enjoy a night out with friends, refreshments and painting! This 
is a unique experience to see how talented you can be. Each 
person will leave with a completed acrylic painting at the end 
of the night. All supplies included. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

“Jazzy Jazzmen”  “Proud to Call it Home”
Friday   Saturday
February 3  March 3  
6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center  Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $35  Workshop fee: $35

waterColor PoPPies 
Enjoy a relaxing evening of painting! This is a unique experience 
to see how talented you can be. Each person will leave with 
a completed watercolor painting at the end of the night. All 
supplies included. Instructor: Marian Hebert.

Friday
February 10  Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Workshop fee: $30

egret on blaCk
This painting workshop explores watercolor on matte boards. 
All supplies included to complete this unique look by the 
end of the night. Come bring out the artist in you! Instructor: 
Brenda Gruber.

Friday
April 13   Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Workshop fee: $35

April 1, 2012
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Kenner Pavilion
Tickets - $35 (admits 2)
Join us for a celebration of spring for the whole family. 
Women and girls get to don their fancy hats and frilly 
dresses, and men and boys their Sunday suits. Enjoy 
delectable treats, an Easter egg hunt, Easter Bunny pictures, 
games and more.

Call 468-7268 for more information.
 

One Day Workshops
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701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065
465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com

There are days when it hardly seems possible to 
Joe Ricca that he has been in business for 32 years. 
“The years have just flown by,” he says. “We’ve been 
at our Ice House location in Kenner at 2151 Williams 
Boulevard for eight years and the time seems to have 
gone by in the blink of an eye.”

In Kenner, the Ice House is famous for ice, 
propane, dry ice and beer. At the same time, everyone 
in Kenner seems to know that Ricca also offers low 
prices and fast service. His 12 employees are proud 
of their reputation for helping customers carry their 
purchases to their vehicle. “You can come in here and 
complete your business in one-third of the time that it 
would take in one of the big stores,” says Ricca.

First-time customers are often surprised that 

the Ice House has just as much inventory as most 
convenience stores, but that’s because folks in Kenner 
mostly associate the Ice House with ice, dry ice, 
propane and inexpensively-priced beer. “People are 
often surprised that unlike most convenience stores, 
our prices – especially for beer – are at the bottom 
of the scale. We may function like a convenience 
store but our prices are extremely competitive,” says 
Ricca. “We’re very proud of that.”

The Ice House also offers a unique service as they 
will deliver ice, package beer, water and soft drinks 
right to your float for any parade. Ricca says to call 
ahead to take advantage of their delivery.

Looking back over three decades in business, 
Ricca says he’s been blessed. “The people of Kenner 

have really made me and my family members of the 
community,” he says. “Kenner has to be one of the 
friendliest cities in the world we feel that we know 
almost everyone who lives here on a first-name basis. 
We take great pride in the niche that we’ve developed 
in this city and we plan to continue to be here for 
many years to come.”

The Ice House, located at 2151 Williams 
Boulevard, also offers a car wash facility and a spring 
water tower. The phone number is 469-3503. Hours 
are 7:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. on Monday through 
Thursday, 7:00 a.m. until 7 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday. On Sunday the Ice House is open 8:00 a.m. 
until 5:00 p.m. 

In Kenner, Ice House is famous for low prices and fast service
BY ALLAN KATZ

Ice House

Community
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4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com

START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT!

Purchase of $500 or morePurchase of $400 or more

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner Work • Struts
Brake Service • Batteries • Belts • Hoses 

Tune-Ups CV Joints • Fuel Injection Cleaning

Expires
1/31/12

We believe 
that our journey 
to becoming 
a world class 

airport is not an event but a process. To 
get to the world class airport status, we 
are working on a feasibility study for a 
new airport terminal to be constructed 
on the airport property associated with 
steady progress on the completion of 
our $300 million dollar modernization 
of the existing terminal. 

In October, we celebrated 
the completion of the Concourse 
D expansion. This ultra-modern 
extension will serve as a first step 
in what will become the “new look” 
for Louis Armstrong New Orleans 
International Airport. The terminal 
is being upgraded under a phased 
method of capital projects. The next 
phase in planning and design is 
Phase IV Terminal Improvements. It 
is expected to be the final phase in 
the current Terminal Improvements 
package scheduled to be completed 
by the Super Bowl in 2013. I am 
excited about Phase IV because it 
will upgrade the look of the existing 

terminal. At the November New 
Orleans Aviation Board meeting, the 
board was presented with a briefing on 
the Phase IV renovation by Mr. Daniel 
Taylor of Perez Architects and in the 
December meeting they approved a 
request to advertise for a solicitation 
for Terminal Improvement Phase 
IV – Terminal Improvements Project 
with a set DBE goal of 35.08 percent. 
The in-house legislative approval by 
the board to proceed now opens the 
opportunity for construction bids for 
this phase. Potential contractors can 
view the details for any bid on our 
website, www.flymsy.com when they 
are posted.

At present, our airport has dated 
concourses that have no visual tie to 
each other. The purpose of the new 
design, as earlier alluded to, will be 
to unify the terminal with features 
that are carried throughout the airport, 
to improve way-finding and create 
excitement using color and light. 
The improvements will consist of 
the following: neutral background 
(durable wall base, durable wainscot, 
wall treatment – paint), pleasing 

Building for the future
BY IFTIKHAR AHMAD
Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport

Airport

animated suspended ceiling forms 
(multi-layered, multi-colored) in the 
alcoves, illuminated wall planes, 
modern furniture, dramatic lighting 
elements, improved and fresh signage 
(electronic and analog) displaying 
information in the languages now on 
existing signage, and decentralized 
passenger welcome and information 
areas. Specific areas slated for 
upgrades will be the ticket lobby, 
Concourse D atrium and baggage 
claim. In the ticket lobby, the flags that 
have been the visual feature in the area 
will come down and the new highlight 
of the lobby will be a composite 
sculpture that will abstractly mimic 
a meandering mighty Mississippi 
river. The Transportation Security 
Administration’s (TSA) bulky X-ray 
machines will move behind screen 
partitions that will be located behind 
the new counters and in baggage 
claim, gone will be the dark, cave like 
feeling that our arriving passengers 
now experience when collecting their 
luggage. When we have completed 
the changes, Armstrong International 
Airport will be a new environment for 
aviation travel to and from the greater 
New Orleans metro area.

In other construction news, 
the NOAB approved a request at 
the October NOAB meeting from 
Southwest Airlines to refurbish 
Concourse B, their location for MSY 
flight departures and arrivals. We 
estimate the cost of this refurbishment 

to be around three million dollars. 
Their design will be reviewed by 
the NOAB for compatibility with 
the other changes underway and will 
include a welcomed upgrade to the 
Concourse B security checkpoint. The 
renovation and reconfiguration of the 
checkpoint should eliminate the long 
lines our passengers now endure in 
that area and improve the ingress and 
egress circulation.

I am excited about the future 
changes coming to Armstrong 
International Airport. We are already 
receiving compliments on the work 
completed in Phases I, II, and III, 
particularly about the newly renovated 
restrooms. Stay tuned, because the 
best is yet to come. 

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of 
aviation for Louis Armstrong New 
Orleans International Airport may 
be reached at director@flymsy.com. 
Check your local listings for the air 
time of the Armstrong International 
Airport 30 minute television program, 
“Airport Alive,” or view it on the 
airport website, www.flymsy.com, 
by clicking on the “Airport Alive” 
link on the “News and Stats” page. 
You can now follow the airport on 
Facebook.com/Armstrongintl and 
Twitter @NO Airport. To find out how 
to be a volunteer at the airport, click 
on “Ambassador” on the airport’s 
website homepage.

Pam Georgy (top row, second from left), owner of Georgy’s Salon Spa, celebrated 25 years in 
business with her staff at a recent commemorative dinner. “I am grateful for the support of our 
clients throughout our 25 years in Kenner. We have enjoyed building relationships with people 
and hope to have many more years of continued success.”

Georgy’s Salon Spa celebrates 25 years

Community



KENNER STR - January 2012   15

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444 701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm Mon-Sat 6:30 am - 8 pm
 Sun - 7:00 am to 2 pm

• DINE IN OR TAKE OUT  • 701 W. Esplanade location only! •

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Call Ahead for
 To Go Orders!

SALADS
Served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers & choice of dressing

raspberry walnut, Caesar, lite ranch, honey mustard, fat free Italian, hot bacon, blue cheese, balsamic basil vinaigrette

For the third year in a row “Da Who 
Dat Truck” and its owners Larry and 
Karen Daigle, assisted Saint Nick in 
delivering Christmas meals and gifts to 
several families in the Kenner area.

Believing that they were there only 

to see and take pictures with the truck, 
parents and children alike were in for a 
holiday surprise when Santa appeared to 
deliver items to make their Christmas a 
little brighter.

“The kids asked Santa where the 
reindeer were and he explained that they 
needed to rest up at the North Pole ahead 
of a busy Christmas,” explained Larry 
Daigle. “So, Santa said that he decided to 
use Da Who Dat Truck for these special 

deliveries instead.”
This year, the Daigle’s new “Da 

Superbowl Truck” also assisted with 
the deliveries, which occurred on two 
weekends in December prior to Christmas.

The Daigles say they would like 

to continue their tradition into a fourth 
year, bringing joy to even more families 
next Christmas. They also recognized 
local businesses and individuals who 
contributed this year, namely J & J 
Exterminating Company, Robert John, 
Walgreens, Dennis Gallagher, Robert 
Van Vranken, William Kessler and Metal 
Graphics, River Parish Upholstery, Car 
Audio Connection, the Perry family and 
city of Kenner council members. 

Did you 
know that motor 
oil is the most 
important fluid 
in your vehicle? 

Why, you ask? The oil protects the motor 
from heat that comes from all the moving 
parts inside the engine. Oil also cleans 
the inside of the engine protecting it from 
corrosion. Most motor oils are made 
from petroleum crude oil processed into 
motor oil.

Just because the motor oil is black 
doesn’t mean it isn’t doing its job. You 
have to go by mileage or time to know 
when to change your oil. You can’t 
usually tell just by looking at the oil to 
if the oil has broken down and needs to 
be replaced, unless of you have gone so 
long that the oil is sludgy, but by then it 
is too late.

With this type of oil we recommend 
an oil change every 3,000 to 3,500 miles. 
Why? Because the heat and pressure 
inside the engine degrades the oil and 
it becomes quite dirty from keeping the 
engine clean. If the oil is left too long 
it will start to sludge up. Then, when 
your next oil change comes around all 
the sludge may not come out leaving 
you with build up or residue inside the 
motor which can cause parts to plug up 
or corrode.

Synthetic oil is an alternative to the 
standard mineral oil motor oil and is 
used in many newer vehicles. Synthetic 
oil is made from chemically modified 

compounds (synthetic materials) and can 
offer several advantages to car owners 
who are looking for a way to prevent 
engine repair and go longer between 
oil changes, which is great for higher 
mileage customers. It can also improve 
gas mileage and improve the overall 
performance of the vehicle.

Formulated in a lab, this man-made 
synthetic oil doesn’t contain chemicals 
that break down at high temperatures 
or even extreme cold temperatures. 
Petroleum motor oil thickens in cold 
temperatures and requires the starter 
and battery to work harder to start a cold 
engine. Synthetic oil is not affected by the 
cold air. The cold temperature actually 
allows the synthetic oil to be quickly 
pumped through the engine giving you a 
better start up with less friction.

Mineral or conventional motor oils 
come from the ground, like the stuff 
that bubbles up in oil fields from Texas 
to Saudi Arabia. On the other hand, 
synthetic oils are man-made. Each 
company has a proprietary process for 
creating these oils that they’re not keen 
to disclose. If there were two puddles 
of clean engine oil on the floor, one 
puddle of mineral oil and one puddle of 
synthetic, it would be almost impossible 
to tell them apart. Synthetic oils have 
been around for a while. Amoco sold 
one as early as 1929. During World War 
II, the Germans advanced synthetic oil 
technology when Allied forces strangled 
the country’s oil supply.

Automotive
Should you use synthetic oil in your vehicle?
BY SCOTT ZIMMERMAN

Synthetic oil creates less friction in 
the engine all the time whether it is hot or 
cold. When the engine has less friction, 
you can have better gas mileage and 
parts last longer. For someone driving 
a vehicle with less than 70,000 miles, a 
switch to synthetic oil will extend the life 
of your engine.

Synthetic oil also increases the 
overall performance of the car, as it’s 
designed to handle extreme temperatures 
and prolong the engine’s life. When using 
synthetic oil, you can change your oil 
every 5,000 miles rather than every 3,000 
miles. Because you’re using an artificial 
compound that is built to last longer and 
needs drained less often, you’ll have less 
oil waste which is always a plus.

The biggest disadvantage is that 
synthetic oil does cost more. There are a 
lot of details in making synthetic oil so it 
will increase your oil change from $30 
to $80 or $90. However, since synthetics 
are way more durable, oil changes are 
not needed as often – so this helps offset 
this disadvantage.

Because synthetic motor oil or 
petroleum based motor oil are fully 
compatible, they can be mixed. This 
synthetic blend oil offers many of the 

benefits a full synthetic offers, but at a 
reduced cost. It is most important to read 
in your owner’s manual or consult with 
a automotive professional before you 
switch.

There is little doubt by the experts 
that synthetic oil offers superior 
protection. While synthetic oil offers 
these advantages, it’s not to be used in 
every vehicle, especially if you have 
a vehicle with high mileage. Continue 
to use standard crude oil or use a high 
mileage synthetic oil. Using synthetic oil 
in an older car and/or that may have high 
mileage can cause an oil leak because it 
will go in and clean out areas that have 
built up. If you have a newer car with low 
mileage, we recommend using synthetic 
oil or a blend. Your car will benefit 
from the many advantages synthetic oil 
offers. 

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of 
Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., a 
family-owned and operated full-service 
tire and automotive shop, located at 
4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. 
Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on 
Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website 
is www.scottystireauto.com.

Kenner couple brings holiday cheer to local families

Community
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Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. • Meeting at 12:00
E-mail reservations@kpba.biz to make luncheon reservations

reservations@kpba.biz

Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. • Meeting at 12:00
E-mail reservations@kpba.biz to make luncheon reservations

For most of 
us, the attic is a 
place to store old 
clothes, luggage 
and other items 

we don’t use every 
day, but for energy researchers it’s a 
hot topic of discussion. Newer building 
codes have called for increased attic 
insulation. Most experts contend that 
a well-ventilated attic keeps the house 
more comfortable in summer and guards 
against moist, heated air building up in 
winter.

First, don’t avoid ventilating your 
attic for fear you’re letting cold air 
into the house. The living space should 
be sealed and insulated at the attic 
floor, therefore, the attic is outside this 
envelope. If your house has asphalt 
shingles, the attic must be ventilated 
to comply with the manufacturer’s 

warranty. One reason for the lack of 
agreement over attic ventilation is the 
variation in the climate across North 
America.

For instance, attic ventilation is used 
widely in cold climates to evacuate the 
warm, moist air that escapes from the 
living space below. If warm air lingers, 
it can condense on the underside of the 
roof sheathing and cause expensive rot 
damage. A healthy airflow also helps 
with ice dams, which begin to form 
when warm air in the attic melts the 
snow from beneath and creates runoff 
that refreezes on the colder eave. 
However, neither of these problems is 
experienced in warmer climates such as 
in Kenner.

If your home has only end gable 
vents, you might want to consider 
adding soffit vents to increase airflow. 
Soffit vents allow outside air to enter 

Attic ventilation is important to your home
BY DAN DORMADY

Home

the attic at the lowest point of the roof – 
along the underside of the eave and leave 
through the end gable vents. They’re 
most effective when used in conjunction 
with a continuous ridge vent.

Electrically powered attic exhaust 
fans are installed in the gable end or 
on the roof itself, just below the ridge 
or peak and are usually equipped with 
a thermostat that turns on the fan when 
the attic temperature reaches a certain 
point and shuts off the fan after the attic 
cools.

Also, building codes, such as 
the National Electrical Code, set 
basic standards regarding the type of 
devices and wiring used, as well as 
appropriate locations. Check with your 
local electrical or building inspection 
office to see if a permit is required if a 
replacement fan is needed.

Another popular attic ventilation 
device is the wind turbine. This is a 
mechanical component mounted up 
near the ridge of the house that you will 
see spinning around when the wind is 
blowing.

The two deficiencies often found 
during home inspections are an 
insufficient amount of attic ventilation 
or that an electric powered vent fan no 
longer works because the motor has 
failed.

There are two basic situations to 
determine the correct amount of attic 
ventilation area. If no vapor barrier 
is used on the attic floor, which is the 

case for blown-in insulation application, 
then the 1/150 rule applies, which 
requires a minimum of one square foot 
of ventilation for every 150 square feet 
of attic floor area. If a vapor barrier is 
used, which is sometimes the case for 
fiberglass batt insulation, then the 1/300 
rule applies, which requires a minimum 
of one square foot of ventilation for 
every 300 square feet of attic floor area. 
Half of this area must be in the lower 
part of the attic and half must be in the 
upper part of the attic, i.e., it must be 
balanced. And it is very important that 
the ventilation area at the soffit be at 
least equal to or greater than the area at 
the ridgeline.

Finding a power vent fan that is 
no longer working is a very common 
event for home inspectors. Typically 
the motors last about five years before 
replacement is required.

When making sure your attic is 
properly ventilated there are many 
different components to consider. 

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed 
professional engineer and licensed home 
inspector and the president of Criterium-
Dormady Engineers, a locally owned 
consulting engineering firm specializing 
in residential and commercial building 
inspection services. Dormady can 
be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 
113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at 
criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-
Dormady Engineers’ website is www.
criterium-dormady.com.

High school students can apply 
for Jefferson Dollars for Scholars 
scholarships

There are more than 100 college scholarships available for Jefferson 
Parish public high school students through the Jefferson Dollars for Scholars 
program. To apply and be considered students must have a minimum 3.0 
grade-point average with an ACT cumulative score of at least 20.

Students can fill out applications online at www.jeffersondollarsforscholars.
org or they can submit an application with their Jefferson Parish public high 
school counselor. Students can also apply at the Jefferson Dollars for Scholars 
office located at 3330 N. Causeway Boulevard, Suite 429, in Metairie.

The deadline to apply is January 12, 2012. Scholarships are funded 
by universities, Jefferson Dollars for Scholars along with universities, and 
corporate and foundation funding.

Jefferson Dollars for Dollars scholarships can be combined with 
Louisiana TOPS awards and other scholarship the student may receive.

Since inception the Jefferson Dollar for Scholars has awarded $11 million 
in direct scholarship assistance to students.

For further information go to the www.jeffersondollarsforscholars.org or 
call 831.1565. 

Community 
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WANTED: NEW ASSOCIATES
We are looking for a few serious people to join our energetic and 
progressive thinking company. You provide the energy and we will 
provide everything you need to become a success in the real estate 
industry. Call (504) 433-6464 for more information.

Williams Office  4140 Willians Blvd. Kenner. LA 70065 

On April 
4, 1968, 
Martin Luther 
King, Jr. was 
gunned down 
in Memphis, 

Tennessee, allegedly by James Earl 
Ray. This month, as we do every 
January, we will be honoring Dr. 
King on the anniversary of his 
birthday, January 15. This year 
the official holiday is on Monday, 
January 16.

At the time, I was working 
as a newsman at WPOP radio, in 
Hartford. Connecticut. When the 
bulletin of Dr.King’s death broke 
I was at home, but I grabbed my 
little tape recorder and headed off 
to north Hartford to see if I could 
get an interview with the Reverend 
Richard Battles who had worked 
and marched alongside Martin 
wherever the civil rights movement 
was active in the south. To get to the 
home of Reverand Battles, I had to 
travel on North Main Street, known 
at that time as the “widest street in 
America.” It was twice as wide as 
Canal Street, maybe wider, but it 
was only a few blocks long. As I 
entered the street, I encountered a 
very strange sight. The street was 
under water. I could not figure out 
why. It had not rained in days, and 
even an opened fire hydrant would 
not have flooded the widest street 
in America.

Then I realized what it was. It 
was not water. It was broken glass. 
The entire street was covered with 
tiny, glistening pieces of broken 
glass. As this was registering in my 
mind, I heard a whomp and felt a 
jolting impact on my little Corvair. 
Then another whomp on the roof 
of the car. Then I saw some young 
black men running toward me. They 
were the source of the whomps as 
they threw bottles and rocks at my 
car. That’s why North Main Street 
was a sea of glass.

Scared as I was, I was 
determined to tell Hartford and 
America about the riot taking place 
in the streets of our fair city. I was 
the only reporter there. (Little did I 
know that these riots were breaking 
out in over a hundred cities across 
the country at that very moment.) 
My friends who were living in 

New Orleans at the time say there 
was no rioting in the “City That 
Care Forgot. I pulled over to the 
curb, not knowing the condition 
of my tires, and got to the nearest 
phone booth (the cell phone was 
not even a gleam in the eyes of 
the Radiofone people). I fumbled 
for some change to call the radio 
station, and as I did so I noticed 
a gang of rioters running up the 
side street. Whomp went a bottle 
(or maybe a rock) slamming into 
the glass door of the phone booth. 
Then another...and another. I 
could not have stepped outside if I 
wanted to and I was grateful for the 
protection of my telephone bunker. 
I looked down the side street and it 
seemed to me a canyon from which 
these rock and bottle and firebomb 
throwing people emerged. I was 
able to stammer into the phone 
what was happening outside in a 
breathless “live” report on WPOP. 
I literally didn’t know how much 
longer I would be “live.” All sorts 
of terrible things ran through my 
mind at that time (my entire life 
was not one of them, however). 
Finally, the gang moved on up 
the street and I bolted for my 
little Corvair (which looked like 
a refugee from a demolition derby 
by now) stepped on the gas and 
stalled out. I prayed to every Saint 
I knew except Archie Manning (he 
wasn’t a Saint until 1971) and tried 
the ignition again. The car started 
and I was able to get the heck out 
of Dodge. I was shaking like a leaf 
when I tried a U-turn into the sea 
of glass. I don’t know what kind 
of tires I had on the car, but they 
must have been really good ones 
because they held up and I did not 
get a flat as I drove ever so slowly 
over that glass.

Finally, I think I made it back to 
the radio station, which was about 
ten miles away in Newington. I say 
“I think,” because I’m not sure if I 
went to the station or went to my 
apartment which was a lot closer, 
across the bridge to East Hartford. 
Frankly, I have no memory of the 
rest of that night. I only know I 
was glad to get through it alive and 
physically unharmed. Obviously, 
I never got to interview Reverend 
Battles.

People
The night Martin died
BY ED CLANCY

The epilogue to this story is that 
this riot in Hartford, borne of anger, 
poverty and hopelessness, was 
not the last. I remember standing 
outside of my apartment across the 
river in East Hartford and seeing 
the smoke and flames rising from 
north Hartford every summer for 
the next two or three years.

With Katrina and the New 
Orleans 9th Ward in the back of my 
mind, I asked Thirman Milner, who 
not only marched with Dr. King in 
the south, but in the 1980s became 
the first popularly elected African 
American mayor in New England, 
what the city is like today.

“To this day, 43 years after the 
riot, there still is no supermarket 
in north Hartford,” he told me. 
“Many of the businesses damaged 
in the riots were torn down, but 
were not rebuilt. The old burned 
out public housing was finally 
replaced by single family homes, 
which are pretty well kept up. But 
there really is no small business to 

speak of.” On the other end of the 
phone I am wondering, will it take 
the 9th Ward 43 years to recover? 
Milner went on to write a book about 
his life which he titled Up from 
Slavery: A History from Slavery to 
City Hall in New England.

Milner explains, “You can find 
it on Amazon.com, but make sure 
you type in my name or the entire 
title or you’ll get the life of Booker 
T. Washington.”

Actually I don’t think it will 
hurt you to read both of them.

This month New Orleans and 
the rest of America celebrate his 
birth, but the murder of Martin 
Luther King was a hurricane that 
swept across not just one city, 
but dozens and dozens of them in 
1968. And I was in the eye of that 
hurricane. 

Ed Clancy can be reached via 
email at edclancy2@aol.com or at 
his blogsite, ed-clancy.blogspot.
com.
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We ar e a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endur ed for 125 years! And we believe that makes a
gr eat dif fer ence in the car e, service and value your

family r eceives. If you ever have a question or would
like mor e infor mation feel fr ee to call or stop by.

Sports
Sports wish list for 2012
BY KEN TRAHAN

With the arrival of 2012, I 
thought it was appropriate to take 
time to publish our sports wish 
list for the New Orleans area and 
beyond for 2012. Clearly, that 
starts with a huge game in the 

Mercedes-Benz Superdome on January 9.
LSU wins the daily double
The Tigers gain a hard-earned sweep of Alabama 

to win the national championship. After all, LSU must 
keep the four-year cycle of claiming football titles in 
the ‘Dome alive. I believe LSU will do so, largely 
thanks to a superior kicking game. Any time you have 
two evenly matched teams, the kicking game can 
separate the teams.

Saints get the number two seed
If the New Orleans Saints are to win a second 

Super Bowl, getting the second-seed in the NFC is 
virtually imperative. A bye allows players to heal 
and prepare. Perhaps more importantly, a bye would 
prevent the Saints from having to go through both 
San Francisco and Green Bay on the road to get to 
Indianapolis. The Saints must take care of business 
and hope that the 49ers lose another game. This New 
Orleans team, barring significant injuries, has a real 
shot to go to Green Bay and win in January.

Hornets get a new owner
No disrespect to the NBA or David Stern but 

you want your own executives making deals. While 
the Chris Paul trade brought a bounty of youth and a 
promising future to the Hornets, it simply is not right 
when your general manager is shot down performing 
the job he was hired to do. While the trade was the 
best case scenario, given Paul’s decision not to sign 
an extension in New Orleans, an owner is needed for 
stability. Without an owner, the 10,000 season ticket 
holders are a fragile bunch. Without an owner, the 
ability to sign free agents is virtually non-existent. 
Without an owner, the ability to hold on to your own 
players will prove to be very difficult (see David West, 
Aaron Gray, Paul). Preferably, that owner will have 
local ties. If not, it is important for Stern and the league 
to vet the candidates and gain a virtual assurance that 
the buyer will keep the team in the Crescent City.

Curtis Johnson succeeds at Tulane
Tulane is a tough place to win in football. The 

records do not lie. Can Curtis Johnson succeed where 
others have fallen short? With proper administrative 
support, he can. Building a new on-campus stadium will 
help. Adding or restoring new academic majors to the 
course curriculum offered will help. Becoming more 
liberal with academic requirements for prospective 
student-athletes is imperative. Though he has not been 
a head coach previously, Johnson is a proven recruiter 
on the college level. He recruited Marshall Faulk to San 
Diego State out of Carver. He brought Reggie Wayne 
of John Ehret and Ed Reed of Destrehan to Miami. 
He has the lure of a Super Bowl ring from his duties 
as wide receivers coach of the New Orleans Saints. 
He has a real opportunity to entice more African-
American players from the region. Tulane took a leap 
of faith in hiring an African-American head football 
coach. It was a good move.

New Orleans Zephyrs remain viable
Attendance was up a bit for the New Orleans 

Zephyrs in 2011. It has been a bumpy ride for the Triple 
A franchise, trying to compete in a market with an NFL 
team, an NBA team, an Arena Football team, many 
college products and lots of entertainment options. 
Still, Zephyr Field is family friendly, affordable and a 
good time. The affiliation with the now Miami Marlins 
is as good as New Orleans can hope for. The Houston 
Astros are not coming back. The Atlanta Braves 
are locked up. The big-name franchises (New York 
Yankees, Boston Red Sox, St. Louis Cardinals, Los 
Angeles Dodgers, Chicago Cubs) are not coming here. 
Former major league catcher Ron Hassey is the new 
manager. Here is hoping that the Z’s can continue to 
grow their attendance numbers and get a break with 
weather in 2012.

Voodoo improve on field
Seeing the New Orleans VooDoo return to the 

playing field in 2011 was a pleasure. It was good 
entertainment and filled gaps for rabid football fans 
in the New Orleans area. The in-game production was 
good, despite early issues with ticket distribution. A 
year into the game, the new ownership group will 
hopefully iron out the kinks to continue to make the 
Arena game an exciting entity. ArenaBowl is coming 
back to New Orleans in August. Most importantly, the 
product on the field must improve. The VooDoo had 
the league’s worst record at 3-15 a year ago. Veteran 
AFL coach Pat O’Hara was hired to right the listing 
ship. Team personnel will be vastly different in 2012, 

hopefully for the better. While it may be unrealistic to 
see the VooDoo playing at home in ArenaBowl XXV, 
seeing a better team with a much improved record is 
not too much to ask or hope for.

Getting a men’s basketball team in the NCAA 
tourney

Area men’s college basketball hit an all-time low 
last season. No area teams reached the NCAA men’s 
basketball tournament. That must change. Fortunately, 
LSU has made strides this year. The same is true at 
Tulane. Fans long for the days of Dale Brown, Perry 
Clark and Tim Floyd in these parts. While it will not 
be easy, there is a chance that we will see one of our 
teams in “the big dance” in 2012.

More stability in high school football coaching
Those who feel that high school football does 

not rank in the category of big business simply are 
not paying attention. To see superb coaches such as 
Bob Becnel, Laury Dupont, Rick Gaille and Mickey 
Roussel all disappear from the sidelines in less than 
a year was tough. Chris Stroud is done at Destrehan 
after failing to match the success of Steve Robichaux, 
who won back-to-back state titles with the Wildcats. 
Larry Dauterive had an unfortunate situation at East 
St. John which led to his departure. Dennis Lorio and 
Terry Farmer departed from Thibodaux and South 
Lafourche, respectively. That is a lot of talent gone in a 
short period of time. Here is hoping for more stability 
moving forward.

St. Augustine and Riverside repeat
It is a new class but the same old, brilliant core of 

players for Clifford Barthe at St. Augustine. Despite a 
narrow loss to Scotlandville, St. Augustine remains an 
enormously talented team, the team to beat in a new 
classification. St. Augustine moved to 4A (down from 
5A) this season. The likes of Javan Felix, Craig Victor, 
R.J. Daniels and Deion Taylor make them an enormous 
obstacle to overcome. At Riverside (2A), Timmy Byrd 
lost brilliant guard Louis Dabney to a knee injury early 
but he still has Ricardo Gathers, perhaps the best player 
in the state. Donald Thomas is outstanding, along with 
Zelvin Smith and Lucas Martin. St. Augustine and 
Riverside have great opportunities to repeat as state 
champions.

Jesters continue to gain traction
While soccer participation at the club level and 

high school level has never been higher, professional 
soccer lingers in the shadows in New Orleans. The 
New Orleans Jesters of Kenny Farrell went 7-6-3 in 
2011, playing before sparse to decent crowds at Pan 
American Stadium. With a concentrated effort to bring 
in local players, mixed with good international talent, 
the Jesters are a competitive team searching for a clear 
identity and following in the area. Here’s hoping they 
find one in 2012. 

Happy new year one and all! 
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO 

990 AM/WGSO.com and is president and general 
manager of neworleans.com Sports. Trahan is the 
also the general manager and chairman of the board 
of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the Louisiana 
Superdome, and runs the Life Resources Sports 
Ministry.
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Green tips for your home
BY LINDA R. MARTIN

Real Estate

When it comes 
to preparing your 
home for sale in an 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y 
friendly way, Kermit the 

Frog had it wrong. It is easy being green.
With so many homebuyers seeking green 

features in the homes they consider, sellers 
should create an eco-friendly atmosphere for 
the buyer, and that doesn’t always mean costly 
fixes.

It’s always nice for a homebuyer who’s 
been touring houses all day to find water or a 
snack waiting for them in your kitchen. Instead 
of leaving the customary bottled water, go the 
eco-friendly route and have a pitcher of filtered 
tap water at the ready. Add some organic fruits 
and vegetables and keep trash minimized. Also, 
use glassware and plates instead of plastic cups 
and paper plates. This practice is not only 
green, it shows class.

Talk with your agent about using recycled 

paper for all your brochures and advertisements 
around the neighborhood. Someone who is 
environmentally conscious will appreciate the 
effort.

Another way to act “green” is during your 
de-cluttering stage, when you remove furniture 
and other items from your home prior to the 
home’s listing. Instead of simply throwing out 
all those things you no longer want or need, you 
can recycle, resell at a garage sale, donate to a 
charity or give away the items at the popular 
Freecycle.com.

Big fixes around the home can go a long 
way, too. In this age of global warming and 
high energy costs, more buyers are looking for 
houses that embrace energy conservation. The 
simplest upgrade is to replace all the light bulbs 
in the home with CFLs (compact fluorescents), 
which use a quarter of the electricity as regular 
bulbs.

To help with heating, make sure cracks are 
tightly caulked and leaks are sealed. Doing so 

can reduce your annual heating bill by $100, according 
to the Department of Energy figures.

Justin Barnes, a policy analyst for the Database of 
State Incentives for Renewables and Efficiency, funded 
by the U.S. Department of Energy, said some of the 
easiest green fixes deal with appliance replacement. 
Most of today’s appliances are highly efficient and will 
reduce your energy bills. They’re also more attractive 
than their worn-out predecessors.

Barnes also suggests replacing doors and windows, 
if the budget allows, and looking for better ways to 
insulate the house.

Also consider tankless water heaters, which are 
energy-efficient and ultimately use less water during the 
heating process.

Don’t be afraid to boast about your green home and 
any recent enhancements. Working with your agent to 
highlight your eco-friendly features may be just what 
makes the difference in completing the sale. 

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can 
be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors 
office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, 
LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned 
and operated company. Visit the company website at 
www.gardnerrealtors.com.

First of all, I would like 
to wish everyone a happy 
new year, one filled with good 
health and wellness. Every 
new year brings hope and the 
promise of better things ahead. 

This is the time of the year that we usually set new 
goals and resolutions that will help make us better 
and more successful. One of our resolutions needs to 
be a plan that will allow us to know where we are in 
regards to the health and what can we do to improve 
our wellbeing. Throughout each year, I treat an array 
of different diagnoses that affect the daily health and 
wellness of so many different patients. In the younger 
population, the dysfunction usually arises from an 
injury sustained during recreational sports, but in the 
older population, the dysfunction usually arises from 
osteoarthritis.

Osteoarthritis affects some 27 million Americans. 
Osteoarthritis is characterized by the breakdown of 
cartilage, the part of a joint that cushions the ends of 
the bones and allows easy movement. As cartilage 
deteriorates, bones begin to rub against one another. 
This can cause stiffness and pain that make it difficult 
for you to use that joint. There are many different 
factors that play a role in developing osteoarthritis, 
such as age, obesity, injury or overuse, heredity and 
muscle weakness. Incidences of osteoarthritis increase 
with age due to simple “wear and tear” on the joints. 
Increased body weight, which adds stress to lower body 
joints, is a well-established factor in the development 
of osteoarthritis. Your knees, which carry most of 
your weight, are particularly at risk. For every pound 
you gain, you add four pounds of pressure on your 
knees and six times the pressure on your hips. Gaining 

weight as you head toward middle age can increase 
the likelihood of developing OA. Recent research 
suggests that excess body fat produces chemicals that 
travel throughout the body and cause joint damage, 
which would mean obesity plays a systemic, not just 
a mechanical, role in osteoarthritis onset. Athletes 
and people whose jobs require repetitive motion 
have a higher risk of developing osteoarthritis due to 
injury and increased stress on certain joints. Heredity 
plays a role in the development and progression of 
osteoarthritis, particularly in the hands. Studies show 
that weakness of the muscles surrounding the knee is 
associated with OA, especially in women, and makes 
the pain and stiffness worse after onset.

From a prevention stand point, we can do some 
things to help protect or minimize our risks of 
developing osteoarthritis. Developing good strength 
and flexibility will help decrease stress off our joints 
and reduce our risk of developing OA. Maintaining a 
healthy weight will also help to unload our joints as 
we perform our necessary daily activities. Those “new 
year” resolutions that we set this year need to focus 
on a good exercise and diet routine that will help us 
live a healthier life. Be determined, be strong, and be 
committed. You are the only person that can control 
your health for your future. 

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president 
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy, located 
at 3921 Williams Boulevard and two other locations 
in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin 
graduated from LSU Medical School Department 
of Allied Health, Department of Physical Therapy 
in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic 
and Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at 
Kennerorthopedic@aol.com.

New year’s resolutions
BY CRAIG GOODWIN

Health
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executive director of the Sugar Bowl makes 
$600,000 per year, almost five times the salary of 
the governor of Louisiana. Maybe the executive 
director felt pity on former Governor Kathleen 
Blanco for the Sugar Bowl made illegal campaign 
contributions of $3,000 to her campaign. After 
media reports, the donations were returned to the 
Sugar Bowl.

Instead of receiving state subsidies and 
donating to politicians, the Sugar Bowl should 
be contributing some of their reserve funds to 
needy charities in the state of Louisiana. Sadly, 
this wealthy non-profit is more concerned about 
taking care of politicians who control the state 
purse strings.

Wouldn’t it have been nice if LSU and the 
Sugar Bowl had set aside all of these tickets 
for parents, students, fans or regular taxpayers 
instead of politicians? These misplaced priorities 
are nothing new.

Ideally, our legislators should act like 
public servants, making a sacrifice to serve 
their constituents. This job should not be an 
opportunity to receive perks and benefits not 
available to the average citizen.

Once again, Louisiana is exposed as a political 
banana republic with a governing political class 
lording over a bunch of citizen serfs. We need to 

change this dynamic in our state. It is essential 
that we not only demand more of our politicians, 
but expect more.

This offer was made to only the current group 
of legislators and not any of the freshman class 
that was just elected. Not surprisingly, only three 
of the current legislators rejected this generous 
gift.

Hopefully, some of the newly elected 
legislators are getting tired of this image of 
political greed. Maybe one of the new legislators 
will have the courage to propose legislation 
outlawing this type of outrageous benefit.

For our state to grow and prosper and actually 
recruit new business to our state, we need to 
change our political image. It has been this way 
since the days of Huey Long and it is getting old. 

Jeff Crouere is a native of New Orleans 
and his Louisiana-based television program, 
“Ringside Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays 
and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS television 
station WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 
a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station 
WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the north 
shore. Crouere is a political analyst for WGNO-
TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.
ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at jeff@
ringsidepolitics.com.

Crouere
(continued from page 5)

The Social Security 
Administration has introduced 
an improved Spanish-language 

website, www.segurosocial.gov, and has expanded 
online services available in Spanish – including the 
ability to apply online for retirement and Medicare 
benefits completely in Spanish. This is an important 
step toward making the Social Security’s online 
services and information more easily accessible to 
the 35 million Americans who may prefer to conduct 
business in Spanish.

In less than 15 minutes a person can apply for 
retirement benefits. In addition to applying for 
retirement benefits, visitors to www.segurosocial.gov 
can apply for Medicare in less than 10 minutes. At 
this site you can also access a wealth of information 
and publications written in Spanish and get instant, 
personalized estimate of future Social Security 
benefits using their retirement estimator (calculador 
de beneficios de jubilación).

Those who are already receiving Medicare benefits 
might qualify for extra help (beneficio adicional) with 
prescription drug costs, possibly saving a person as 
much as $4,000 each year. Learn all about beneficio 
adicional and apply for it online in Spanish at Social 

Latin American News
Social Security has an improved Spanish language website
BY RAFAEL E. SADDY

Security’s improved Spanish-language website.
At www.segurosocial.gov you can also find 

some of Social Security’s most popular services 
such as Social Security card replacement, 
disability benefits, SSI benefits, information 
on what services you can apply by Internet, 
application status checks, the nearest Social 
Security office and information on how to 
protect yourself from identity theft.

For local information you may contact 
Maria Alvarez, a Social Security public affairs 
specialist, at 1-888-850-2232, extension 18040.

Community announcements
January 11 – Acción Business Center will 

be hosting a business workshop in Spanish for 
small business owners. For information call 
270-9082.

January 17 – Latin Council general meeting 
and discussion of issues affecting the Hispanic 
communities. For information call 296-3976.

January 19 – Latin American Civic 
Organization of Louisiana (LACAL) general 
meeting and 2012 event planning. For 
information call 296-3976

January 26 – Unidad Hispanoamericana 
general meeting and 2012 pageant planning 
event. For information call 466-1483.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The 

center offers various programs as well as access 
to information and referrals for all sorts of 
issues. For information call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – K-TV 76 offers Hispanic 
TV programs with topics of interest to the 
community every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and 
Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information and 
program schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and 
click on the K-TV 76 logo.�

I leave you with these thoughts for a 
successful 2012. For true success, we all need 
a clear conception of what we want, a vivid 
vision and a goal clearly imagined. Second, 
we need a strong confidence that we can attain 
our goal and a focused concentration on what 
it takes to reach that goal. We will need a 
stubborn consistency pursuing our vision and 
an emotional commitment to the importance of 
what we’re doing. And last we will need a good 
character to guide us and keep us on a proper 
course and a capacity to enjoy the process along 
the way. 

Rafael E. Saddy is public relations officer 
of the Latin American Civic Association 
of Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy at 
lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence for 
be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-
0284.
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High Utility Bills?
Let the City of Kenner help you save money and 

make your home more comfortable.

Kenner Saves Energy
(504) 267-2037

www.KennerSavesEnergy.com

�e City of Kenner is providing FREE 
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 �uorescent light bulbs.
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Space is limited. Sign up today!

Paid for by an Energy E�ciency and Conservation Block Grant from the U.S. Department of Energy
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design changes. I think just about everyone 
understands that Williams Boulevard and 
West Esplanade Avenue need new looks. 
Both commercially and residentially, 
there have to be new standards and codes 
and they have to be enforced.”

In a partial answer to resurrecting the 
image of Kenner and stopping its decline, 
Mayor Yenni is starting a promotion, 
“Community of Choice,” a plan to 
build on the city’s assets so residents, 
businesses and visitors will see Kenner 
as vital, vibrant and connected. The 
mayor says the city will strive to make 
commercial corridors more aesthetically 
pleasing, stepping up efforts to eliminate 
blight, reduce crime, with the purpose of 
giving Kenner residents more of a sense 
of “place.”

Mayor Yenni wants to commercially 
develop Kenner’s unique waterfront 
areas at Rivertown and Laketown. Ideas 
proposed for Laketown include adding 
restaurants and premiere recreational 
facilities. A repurposing of Rivertown 
facilities has already begun.

Henry Shane, who has been 
successfully investing his money in 
Kenner and Jefferson Parish for more 
than 40 years and is an outstanding civic 
leader, makes a strong point that stopping 
the city’s decline will take the efforts of 
not just government and business leaders, 
but will require Kenner homeowners to 
be involved. Said Shane, “I think in the 
end our future depends on the individual 
homeowner who hopefully will realize 
that his investment depends on whether 
the city prospers. If the city prospers, 
the homeowner will benefit because his 
property will increase in value. If the 

city is seen as a place to leave, then the 
value of his investment will deteriorate. 
Property owners in this city need to realize 
we all have to participate in reversing 
Kenner’s decline, whatever that may take, 
or we will all lose. Everyone must become 
involved in reversing those trends.”

As for himself, Shane, a Kenner 
resident, says, “I‘m not going anywhere. 
I love Kenner. I believe in Kenner. My 
children live in Kenner and they are 
raising our grandchildren here. But turning 
the city around can’t be done without 
the support of a majority of our citizens 
who will also need to acknowledge our 
problems and step up to address them. I 
think we’re still in the early stages of that, 
but I sincerely believe working together 
we can be successful. Mayor Yenni has 
publicly acknowledged the negative 
facts resulting from the GCR study. This 
takes courage by any elected official. The 
mayor has shown he is willing to take a 
leadership role to address these issues. 
Mayor Yenni has taken bold steps in that 
regard, but he needs help and support 
from all of us who live and work in the 
city of Kenner.”

I agree with Shane and I applaud 
Mayor Yenni and his administration for 
commissioning the study and taking 
positive action in response to the negative 
findings. And thanks to the Kenner 
City Council for quickly responding to 
the survey. I urge all of our citizens to 
get onboard, too. If we are to maintain 
property values and the quality of life 
we are used to in Kenner, we will all be 
needed, in some way, to participate in 
rejuvenating the city. 

Katz
(continued from page 5)

During a December 14, 2011 meeting of Kenner department heads with Kenner Mayor Michael S. 
Yenni Sheryl Elam, a legal secretary with the city’s legal department, was presented a certificate 
declaring her the Kenner city employee of the month for November 2011. Making the presentation 
was Yenni and Keith Conley, the city attorney. Elam has been employed with the city since August 
2006 and was commended for her knowledge, competence and diligence in her duties and always 
willing to go above and beyond her work to assist others.

Photo by Barry Sprague

Elam named city employee of the month
 Government 

The University Park Lions Club 
celebrated Lions International’s 
“World Service Day” by planting ten 
trees in the Kenner City Park. Lions 
were assisted with the plantings by 
students from Maggiore Elementary 
School in Kenner which is named 
for Joseph S. Maggiore, a founding 
member of the club and a former 
mayor of Kenner. Pictured assisting 
the children planting a tree are Keith 
Pinel, chair of the event, and Sharon 
Williams, president. Alexander Perez, 
Jr. and Olivia Perez get hands on 
in the dirt making sure the tree is 
planted properly. Dad Alexander 
Perez, Sr. holding Ava Perez gives 
parental support.

Lions Club add greenery to Kenner City Park
Community 
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that Kenner officials are waiting for 
come through, Coconut Beach could 
start moving in the first months of 2012.

Marroccoli says Kenner Mayor 
Michael S. Yenni has taken a personal 
interest in the talks and feels that 
Coconut Beach, if located in Kenner, 
would be a significant anchor for the 
Laketown development on the shores of 

Lake Pontchartrain. “We have retailers 
on line who say that if we get Coconut 
Beach, they’ll build facilities around 
the site to provide everything from cold 
drinks and chips to clothing aimed at 
volleyball players.”

White says that if the deal is done, 
there will be tremendous benefits for 
Coconut Beach, the volleyball players 

and the Kenner business community. 
“Just think of 4,000 volleyball players 
coming down Williams Boulevard 
each week, wanting to buy soft drinks, 
sandwiches, beer and gasoline for their 
vehicles. On the way home, they’ll 
want to pick up a late dinner or order 
dinner at a restaurant. I don’t want to 
get ahead of ourselves, but I’ve been 

involved in volleyball programs for 35 
years and this seems like a natural fit to 
me – Coconut Beach and Kenner. But, 
in fairness, we have to see what the state 
has to say about the water bottoms. So I 
don’t want to be premature, but clearly 
I’m excited about the potential of this 
marriage between Coconut Beach and 
Kenner.”

Coconut Beach
(continued from page 1)

Mike Quigley. “One of them comes from 
SMG which has managed the Pontchartrain 
Center since it opened in 1991 and the 
other comes from Convention Center 
Management which is headed by Warren 
Reuther, a long-time tourism executive 
who has impeccable credentials. So we 
have two excellent proposals in front of 
us. Because the Pontchartrain Center is 
so crucial to the future and the economic 
development of Kenner we want to make 
a good choice and we’re not going to rush 
this thing. That’s why I would estimate 
that a final decision won’t come until early 
next year.”

SMG also manages the Louisiana 
Superdome and sports-convention 
facilities around the nation. SMG 
managed the $7 million rebuilding of the 
Pontchartrain Center following Hurricane 
Katrina. Convention Center Management 
runs the Natchez, Mississippi Convention 
Center. Reuther, who owns hotels, is a 
former chair of the Morial Convention 
Center in New Orleans and has been 
involved in tourism marketing for almost 
40 years.

In 2010, Kenner paid SMG $119,062 
to manage the Pontchartrain Center. That 
year, the Pontchartrain Center earned 
$1.3 million in revenues and spent $1.8 
million in expenses. The losses incurred 
by the Pontchartrain Center are covered 
with hotel-motel tax revenues and a cable 
television franchise fee.

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni 
and Quigley are asking if there is a 
management team that can increase the 
business handled by the Pontchartrain 

Center to reduce the subsidy.
SMG, in their proposal, is proposing 

to fund a $75,000 development fund, 
which they say can significantly increase 
the amount of business that flows into the 
Pontchartrain Center. SMG is also asking 
for a $95,000 annual fee and incentives 
up to $95,000 if they reach certain 
performance objectives and can reduce the 
operating loss at the Pontchartrain Center.

Convention Center Management is 
asking for a $144,000 annual fee with 
incentives to earn additional fees. They 
say they’ll improve the marketing of the 
Pontchartrain Center to increase business 
volume. They have also suggested re-
naming it the Kenner Convention Center 
to give it a brand name that reflects the 
building’s location.

Quigley says that while the negotiating 
goes back and forth, the Kenner City 
Council is being asked by the administration 
to create a department of “convention 
center services.” Says Quigley, “There is 
another alternative and that is for the city 
to run the Pontchartrain Center rather 
than depend on an outside consultant 
to do the job. We’re not ruling anything 
out. You can make a valid argument that 
buildings like the Pontchartrain Center 
rarely make a profit but pay for themselves 
by generating business for Kenner hotels, 
restaurants and stores. But, wouldn’t it be 
great if the Pontchartrain Center could not 
only generate more business than in the 
past but could be operated with much less 
of a required subsidy that the city is now 
obligated to pay.” 

Ponchartrain Center
(continued from page 1)

on weekdays. Registration for all of our 
programs starts on January 3, 2012. We 
will also be open on Saturday, January 
14, 2012, from 10:00 a.m. to noon as an 
added convenience.”

Diaz continued, “Our fitness and art 
programs will begin the week of January 
9, 2012, so that you can get started on 
your New Year’s resolutions. All of our 
children’s programs will begin the week 
of January 17, 2012, after they are settled 
back into school. We have some great 
classes and programs to help motivate you 
to achieve your new goals. Please check 

out our many fitness classes we offer to 
help you stay healthy and our art programs 
to help to expand your creativity. For 
winter and spring this year we are offering 
many new programs, such as family yoga 
and vegetable and spring gardening, along 
with some of our long-time favorites.”

Call Kenner Parks and Recreation 
Leisure Service Division at 468-7268 with 
any questions, visit their website at www.
kenner.la.us and watch for updates on the 
Kenner Parks and Recreation Facebook 
page. 

Leisure Service
(continued from page 1)
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Most wanted
(continued from page 1)

Crimestoppers, K-TV and the Internet,” 
says Kenner Police Chief Steve 
Caraway.

K-TV refers to Kenner’s Channel 
76 government access channel which 
includes a feature called “Kenner’s 
Most Wanted” on Chief Caraway’s 
show, which is called “Beyond the 
Badge.” Each segment of “Beyond 
the Badge” includes mug shots and a 
description of the crimes for which each 
“Most Wanted” is being sought.

In addition, the KPD has its own 
website, www.kpd.com, which also 
includes mug shots and descriptions of 
the crimes allegedly committed by those 
who are wanted. “We’ve had more than 
a dozen arrests from tips that either 
began with Crimestoppers, with the 
Internet or K-TV,” says Chief Caraway. 
“In a couple of instances, the persons 
who were wanted called the KPD and 
said that they wanted to give themselves 
up. There is a sense that once you’re 
being featured on TV, the Internet 
and Crimestoppers that your arrest is 

becoming inevitable.”
Chief Caraway said in several 

instances, he thinks the wanted person 
fled Kenner and probably left the metro 
area and, quite possibly, the state of 
Louisiana to avoid being arrested.

“The impact of our ‘Most Wanted’ 
program has honestly exceeded my 
highest hopes,” says Chief Caraway. 
“When someone becomes the subject 
posted on TV, the Internet and 
Crimestoppers, the chances of escaping 
notice is almost zero if the wanted 
person is still in the community.” 

The last day to register to vote in 
this election is February 22, 2012. Early 
voting begins March 10, 2012 and ends 
March 17, 2012.

The winner of the election will 
finish Zahn’s term which ends June 30, 
2014. 

Council race
(continued from page 1)

Notice of Public Hearing Regional Transit Authority
 
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Commissioners of the Regional Transit Author-
ity (RTA) will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, January 12, 2012 at 5:30 PM to hear 
public comment about a proposed increase to the standard cash fares for Line 201 
– Kenner Loop. The standard cash fare will increase from 80 cents to $1.25. All other 
fares and passes for Line 201 will remain at their same price levels.
 
The public hearing will be held at Kenner City Hall, 1801 Williams Blvd, Kenner, LA 
70062. (nearest Line 201 bus stops are at Williams and W. Metairie Stops: Stops 2759 
and 2744).
 
A summary of the proposal will be available for public review on-line at www.norta.com 
or at RTA’s Office, 2817 Canal Street, New Orleans, LA 70119 (nearest Canal Streetcar 
stop at S. White St.) from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM weekdays or at Kenner City Hall, Build-
ing A, lobby. 
 
How to Comment about the Proposed Fare Change
You may attend the public hearing or write to us at RTA, ATTN: RTA Fare Change, 
2817 Canal Street, New Orleans, LA 70119. You may also fax  your comments to (504) 
827-8423, or email them to farechange@norta.com. Please add Kenner Fare Change 
in the subject line of your fax or email. You may also telephone RTA’s Rideline at (504) 
248-3900 with your comments. Comments should be received by RTA no later than 
January 19, 2012.
 
Language Interpretation
Any person who requires language interpretation or special communication accommo-
dations is encouraged to contact RTA at 504-827-3361 or via email at farechange@
norta.com. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate your needs.
 
Help for People with Disabilities
For individuals with disabilities, assistive services or copies of public documents can 
be provided in an alternate format. Please call (504) 248-3900 or (504) 827-7833 (for 
persons with a hearing impairment) a minimum of 5 working days prior to the public 
hearing.
 
1. This Public Hearing conforms to requirements described in the Federal Transit Ad-
ministration’s Circular 9030.1D, published May 1, 2010, page IV-13.
2. RTA does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admission or access to, or 
in treatment or employment in, its services, programs, and activities.
3. RTA is committed to ensuring that no person is excluded from participation in, or 
denied the benefits of its transit services on the basis of race, color, or national origin, 
as protected by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.   
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