
It isn’t unusual to 
see pedestrians trying to 
cross Williams Boulevard 
running as fast as they 
can in an effort to make 
it across before the traffi c 
light changes. While 
they run, it’s impossible 
for them not to be aware 
of the packed vehicles 
racing their engines 
preparing to go as soon as 
they get a green light.

“It isn’t right,” says 
Sharon Leader, Kenner’s 

transportation consultant. 
“You can imagine what 
it’s like if you’re a senior 
citizen who can’t run or a 
parent pushing her child 
in a stroller. People feel 
like they’re risking their 
lives if they need to cross 
Williams Boulevard or 
the I-10 entrance or exit 
on Williams. There needs 
to be crosswalks and 
sidewalks on Williams 
Boulevard. It’s a quality 
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Kenner’s three-
member legislative 
delegation is preparing 
themselves for a 
legislative session chock 
full of tough issues, 
including Governor 
Bobby Jindal’s effort to 
reform public education 
in Louisiana.

State Senator Daniel 
“Danny” Martiny, state 
Representative Anthony 
“Tony” Ligi and state 
Representative Thomas 
“Tom” Willmott, the 
three members of the 
Kenner delegation, say 
the governor’s effort to 
signifi cantly upgrade 
Louisiana’s public 
education system from 
kindergarten to graduate 
school will bring Jindal 
and his legislative allies 
into sharp confl ict with 
the state’s powerful 
teacher unions.

Also on tap are 
efforts by the governor 
to reform Louisiana’s 

pension system which 
has an unfunded liability 
that could go higher than 
$18 billion.

And, Senator 
Martiny says there are 
many other quality 
of life issues that are 
sure to be brought up. 
In particular, he is 
aiming at what are 
known as “speed 
cameras,” which 
p h o t o g r a p h 
vehicles that may 
exceed a given 
speed limit by a 
mile or two but 
nevertheless get 
their owners a 
ticket that can go 
as high as $150 in 
some instances. 
Martiny says 
these “speed 
cameras” are 
unfair, intrusive 
and have more to 
do with creating 
a revenue stream 
for the 

political jurisdiction 
than public safety.

Senator Martiny of 
Kenner is preparing a 
bill for the upcoming 
session of the Louisiana 
Legislature that would 
set new rules for so-
called “speed cameras” 

being used by some 
jurisdictions to 
“catch” speeders and 
produce revenues 

for the governing 
agency.

“ I ’ v e 
received calls, 
emails and 
letters from 
c o n s t i t u e n t s 
who got tickets 
for allegedly 
driving three 
or four miles 
over a speed 
limit and found 
t h e m s e l v e s 
being charged 
$120 

or $150 for the alleged 
infraction,” said Senator 
Martiny. “I think that is 
a bunch of bull. In the 
fi rst place, driving three 
or four miles in excess 
of some speed limit 
selected at random is not 
a threat to public safety. 
In the second place, 
offi cers who are experts 
at traffi c management 
will frequently say that 
there is no danger to 
public safety unless the 
motorist exceeds the 
posted speed limit by at 
least 10 miles per hour.”

 “I don’t think local 
governing agencies 
ought to set up speed 
traps as revenue 
generators,” says 
Senator Martiny. “I 
would like to tackle this 
issue again.”

Kenner’s three 
member legislative 

delegation says speed 
cameras are only 

The three candidates 
who qualifi ed for the 
Kenner District 3 
Council seat vacated 
by E. B. “Ben” Zahn, 
III, who was elected 
in October 2011 as 
Jefferson Parish District 
4 councilman, will be 
on the ballot in the 
March 24, 2012 primary 

election. Early voting 
begins March 10 and 
ends March 17, 2012. 
A sample ballot with all 
the races can be found at 
the Louisiana Secretary 
of State’s website at 
www.sos.la.gov.

Band director Joe 
Berthelot, a former 
Kenner purchasing 
department assistant 
director Mary-Sharon 
Howland and air-
conditioning and heating 
business owner Keith 
Reynaud are candidates 
for the council seat. 

A run-off, if needed, 
will be on April 21, 
2012. When a winner 
of the District 3 race is 
certifi ed by the state, the 
newly elected Kenner 
council member can 
immediately take offi ce 
to serve the balance of 
the council term which 
ends June 30, 2014. 

An interim District 3 
councilman, Kenner 
resident John DeHaven, 
was approved by the 
Kenner City Council 
on January 5, 2012 and 
is currently holding the 
council position.

Berthelot is a no-
party candidate while 
Howland and Reynaud 
are Republicans. 
The Kenner District 3 
candidates were asked 
three questions by the 
Kenner Star staff and 
their responses are on 
page 23.

March 24 Election
SAMPLE BALLOT
www.sos.la.gov

Kenner’s legislators get ready for a very tough session
BY ALLAN KATZ

Council race for 
Kenner District 3
on March ballot

An era that lasted for 
about 20 years in Rivertown 
comes to an end on Thursday, 
March 8, 2012, when 
auctions will seek buyers 
for the contents of Kenner’s 
Mardi Gras Museum and 
Toy Train Museum.

The auction is 
tentatively scheduled to 
begin at the Mardi Gras 
Museum at 10:00 a.m. and, 
when all the contents of that 
museum have been taken off 
the auctioneer’s block, the 

On February 2, 2012, 
prior to the Kenner City 
Council meeting, offi cials 
from the city of Kenner 
unveiled two custom 
rescue pumper fi re trucks.

The new trucks have 

unique features such as 
pump and roll capability, 
front disc brakes which 
are recommended by the 
National Highway Traffi c 
Safety Association and 

Kenner Fire Department 
improvements underway

Mardi Gras Museum and Train 
Museum auction scheduled
BY ALLAN KATZ

Long-overdue Williams 
Boulevard crosswalks, sidewalks 
are finally in the works
BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 18

continued on page 22

continued on page 8
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On Tuesday through Friday by appointment only, 10 or more people.
Call 468-7231 for reservations or info.

Admission: Adults, $6 per show; Children/Seniors, $5 per show
Multi-show packages available

www.rivertownkenner.com

Join us for an experience that is

OUT OF THIS WORLD!

Featuring ten-time world surfing champion Kelly Slater, The 
Ultimate Wave follows a quest to find the perfect wave-riding 
experience. Filmed in Tahiti and among the islands of French 

Polynesia, the film showcases dramatic giant screen surfing action 
in a unique Pacific paradise.

Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.  

The Ultimate Wave Tahiti

The Kenner Parks & Recreation  
Department Presents

Enjoy tea, delectable treats, an Easter 
Egg Hunt, Easter Bunny pictures, games 
and more.  VIP Table Service available 
Call 468-7268  for more information.

Easter Tea

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

View the wonders of the universe as never before in this 
visually stunning and in-depth planetarium show!  

Hubble Vision brings into focus the vastness of outer 
space by detailing the discoveries made by the Hubble 

Space Telescope.  See glorious images of planets, 
nebulae, star clusters, galaxies, and more.  You’ll never 

be so close to objects so far away again! 
 

Saturdays – 3 p.m. 

 
 

Do you love the 80’s?  Well, dust off your Moon Boots and Parachute Pants and travel back in time to 
when artists like Duran Duran, Tears for Fears, and the Eurythmics ruled the pop world!  Selections 

include Lunatic Fringe, Rio, Sweet Dreams, and She Blinded Me With Science among many others! 
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Hubble Vision
View the wonders of the universe as never before in this visually 
stunning and in-depth planetarium show!  Hubble Vision brings 

into focus the vastness of outer space by detailing the discoveries 
made by the Hubble Space Telescope.  See glorious images of 

planets, nebulae, star clusters, galaxies, and more.  You’ll never 
be so close to objects so far away again!

Saturdays - 3 p.m.

Laser Retro
Do you love the 80’s?  Well, dust off your Moon Boots and 
Parachute Pants and travel back in time to when artists like 

Duran Duran, Tears for Fears, and the Eurythmics ruled the pop 
world!  Selections include Lunatic Fringe, Rio, Sweet Dreams, 

and She Blinded Me With Science among many others!
Saturdays – 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.
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From the Editor

Political

Kenner Police Department holding the line, hoping no budget crisis in 2012
BY ALLAN KATZ

Jindal administration political cronies R US
BY JEFF CROUERE

This isn’t an 
easy time to be a 
police officer in 
Kenner. Crime 
was up eight 

percent in 2011 compared to 2010. Like 
the rest of city government, the Kenner 
cops are caught up in a budget crisis 
that was resolved in 2011 when the 
City Council used non-recurring funds 
to bail out the KPD budget. The good 
news is that Police Chief Steve Caraway 
has given the KPD solid, professional 
leadership and the men and women of 
the KPD have continued to do their jobs 
effectively.

Now, Caraway and his officers 
may have to work more of their magic 
in 2012. There are 165 police officers 
on the payroll right now and a new 
class beginning at the police academy 
this month. Chief Caraway wishes 
he had more cops. Despite all the 
problems, Chief Caraway says that 
Kenner continues to be one of the safest 
communities in Louisiana. Most of the 

eight percent spike in crime last year 
was in property crimes, such as thefts 
and vehicular break-ins. “These are the 
sort of things that happen when people 
are out of work and feeling desperate,” 
says Caraway. “While no increase in 
crime is ever good, it follows a pattern 
seen in large and small cities across the 
nation. Similar to us, Harahan also had 
an eight percent spike in crime in 2011 
with the same kinds of thefts and break-
ins that affected us.”

The irony is that in the same way that 
the city of Kenner has gone from a self-
perception of being America’s city to 
the reality of being a struggling suburb, 
the KPD has gone from one of the best-
funded small city police departments 
in the Gulf South to a department that 
hopes sales tax revenues don’t take a dip 
as they did in 2007-08.

Another aspect of the good news 
affecting Kenner is that Chief Caraway 
and Mayor Michael S. Yenni are political 
and personal allies. Caraway feels 
that Yenni has given the city excellent 

leadership in the current crisis and 
Yenni thinks that Caraway has done a 
superb job of holding the KPD together.

Part of keeping things together, in 
Caraway’s view, is not allowing the 
city to go to seed during its financial 
crisis. The chief is a strong believer in 
code enforcement. If neighborhoods 
are allowed to take on the look of 
deterioration, the morale of residents 
goes down. At the moment, the chief is 
especially vexed by used car lots that 
are breaking the rules by parking their 
for-sale vehicles on the public right of 
way. He thinks it looks bad and sends 
the wrong message. Both Mayor Yenni 
and Chief Caraway think that code 
enforcement right now is very important 
to Kenner.

But the big challenge remains 
money. Caraway is pleased that the sales 
tax revenues that the KPD is dependent 
on have leveled off but the fact is that 
it’s a mistake in the first place to tie 
the funding of a police department to 
sales taxes that end to be volatile. The 

question of how to change the funding 
of the police department has been 
difficult for former Mayor Ed Muniz 
and Mayor Yenni.

The long-term solution to all of 
Kenner’s problems lies in expanding 
the economy and attracting middle and 
upper-middle class families to the city. 
But those problems will not be solved 
in 2012. Chief Caraway feels that so 
long as the economy doesn’t take a 
downward plunge in the next several 
years, the KPD can continue to hold the 
line and keep the city among the safest 
in the state.

“We’re doing better than just 
holding our own,” says Chief Caraway. 
“For that, we owe the men and women of 
the KPD who have with determination 
and courage continued to work hard and 
keep our streets safe.” 

In Louisiana, 
life is tough for 
most people, 
struggling to 
find work and 
pay bills in a 

poor economy. However, if you are a 
politician in need of a job, don’t worry; 
be happy for Bobby Jindal is there to 
throw you a golden parachute.

In the span of just a few weeks, 
Governor Jindal has hired seven 
politicians who were either term limited 
or defeated in their last election. In 
addition, a number of other well placed 
political insiders have been appointed 
to top state government positions. 
It is clear that those with political 
connections have the inside track to the 
best paying jobs in state government. 
According to Dr. Loren Scott of LSU, 
the average salary for the 35,000 
unclassified employees, typically 
political appointees, in Louisiana state 
government is a whopping $156,466.00, 
which is more than four times higher 
than the average salary in the state. This 
does not include deluxe benefits such 
as retirement, annual and sick leave, 
health benefits and paid holidays which 
are almost non-existent in the struggling 
private sector.

In Louisiana, the road to riches is 
through state government. In recent 

weeks, Governor Jindal has been sharing 
the wealth with some of his closest 
political allies. Jindal hired former St. 
Tammany Parish President Kevin Davis 
as the director of Homeland Security 
and Emergency Preparedness. This 
plum position comes with a salary of 
$165,000 per year. Davis was term 
limited and lost the 2010 election for Lt. 
Governor. 

Craig Taffaro, who is the outgoing 
St. Bernard Parish president, and lost 
a bid for re-election, was hired by the 
Governor to be the new Director of 
Hazard Mitigation and Recovery. This 
new position comes with a nice salary 
of $150,000 per year.

Former state Representative Jane 
Smith (R-Bossier City), who lost a race 
for state Senate, was hired by Governor 
Jindal as the new deputy secretary of 
the Department of Revenue. Her salary 
has not been announced, but as noted 
by political watchdog C.B. Forgotston, 
if “previous political hirings are any 
indication it will be six-figures. All will 
be getting increases from their previous 
feedings at the public trough.”

Combining her new salary with a 
$64,000 annual retirement check she 
receives from her teaching position and 
her husband’s $94,000 annual salary 
as the assistant superintendent of the 
Bossier Parish school system, the Smith 

household will be legally pocketing over 
a quarter of a million dollars a year in 
public funds. According to Forgotston, 
this is “not too shabby for a couple of 
school teachers.”

In recent weeks, the political gravy 
train has continued as former state 
Representative Kay Katz (R-Monroe), 
was appointed to the Louisiana Tax 
Commission with an annual salary of at 
least $56,000 per year. Katz was term 
limited this year and obviously looking 
for a new job and additional income. 
Enter, Governor Jindal, riding to her 
rescue.

Jindal also selected three former 
House members, Ricky Hardy of 
Lafayette, Henry “Tank” Powell of 
Ponchatoula and M.J. “Mert” Smiley of 
St. Amant as new members of the state 
board of pardons. These supposedly 
full-time positions come with a salary 
of $36,000 per year.

Hardy lost a bid for re-election and 
will now have an even larger retirement 
check thanks to Governor Jindal. Smiley 
is only able to take the job for a year, 
since he will be assuming the position of 
assessor of Ascension Parish in January 
of 2013. Powell, who was term limited 
in 2008, will continue in a position that 
he has served in for one term.

For Team Jindal, insiders profit as 
continued on page 21

Kenner Parks & Recreation

LEISURE SERVICE BROCHURE
Summer 2012

Coming in Kenner Star’s April edition
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Three sewer lift stations in Kenner 
will receive adjustments to elevate 
their electrical components to the 100-
year base fl ood elevations and a fourth 
lift station electrical panel remedy 
is being designed. The stations are 
located at 33rd Street and Connecticut 
Avenue, 42nd Street and Illinois 
Avenue and on Chateau Magdelaine. 
The work at 42nd and Illinois and 
on Chateau Magdelaine, adding 
“feet” to elevate the power boxes, 
is complete and approval has been 
granted by the Louisiana Department 
of Environmental Quality and the 
Louisiana Department of Health and 
Hospitals.

Work to elevate the entire 
electrical panel at the 33rd Street 
and Connecticut lift station is more 
extensive and is expected to be 
complete d at the end of March. The 

design, by NY & Associates to elevate 
the equipment, has been approved 
by the Louisiana Department of 
Environmental Quality and Louisiana 
Department of Health and Hospitals.

These adjustments will be 
completed at no cost to the city of 
Kenner.

Electrical components for the lift 
station at West Stanford Place and 
West Loyola Drive also need to be 

Government

continued on page 20

Citizen participation in city crucial factor
BY MICHAEL S. YENNI
Kenner Mayor

1700 JOE YENNI BLVD. KENNER, LA 70065 • 504.466.8525
Must be a new card member. Offer voided if not scratched off in the presence of OTB Casino representative. Offer expires 5/31/2012. Must be at least 21 years of age. Management 
reserves all rights to alter or cancel this promotion at any time. Must show proof of a valid government issued photo I.D. See offi cial rules for details.

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-877-770-STOP.

YOU COULD WIN 
CASH INSTANTLY!
MARCH 2 - APRIL 28
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 

12PM TO 2AM

3 WINNERS PER DAY!

NEW MEMBERS CAN WIN UP TO 
$250 INSTANTLY!

SIGN UP FOR A TWIN SPIRES CARD TODAY AND YOU 
COULD SCRATCH & WIN!

C i t i z e n 
participation is an 
integral element 
to effi ciently 
and effectively 

govern a municipality. The city of 
Kenner is very fortunate to have so 
many of our residents that are willing 
to participate in making our city a 
better place to live and work by serving 
on committees and boards. These 
individuals volunteer to serve our city 
and provide immeasurable benefi ts in 
many areas of city government. The city 
of Kenner has many such boards and 
commissions, and during the course of 
this year, I will use my monthly column 
to highlight the benefi ts derived from the 
boards and committees and recognize 
the individuals that serve on them as 
members. Their involvement increases 
the effi ciency and accountability of 
local programs and services as well 
as providing an avenue for greater 
citizen participation and input into city 
operations.

Citizen participation is a process 
that provides private individuals an 
opportunity to participate in public 
decisions and has long been a component 

of the democratic decision-making 
process. Citizen participation creates a 
spirit of cooperation and trust between 
our government and the public.

In this column, I will focus on 
fi ve boards – Planning and Zoning 
Commission, Board of Zoning 
Adjustments, Kenner Tree Board, Police 
and Fire Civil Service Board and the 
Kenner Civil Service Board. In future 
columns I will cover additional boards 
and commissions.

Land use plans and ordinances guide 
city administration, elected offi cials and 
private citizens and developers. The 
city utilizes citizen boards such as the 
Planning and Zoning Commission, the 
Board of Zoning Adjustments and the 
Kenner Tree Board to guide growth and 
development in ways that are consistent 
with the community’s values and 
aspirations.

The Planning and Zoning 
Commission is regulated by the 
state. The commission serves as a 
citizenry board of the local government 
consisting of appointed members 
whose functions include advisory 
aspects of land use and zoning matters. 
Prior to any modifi cation to either the 

comprehensive zoning ordinance or 
zoning map, the commission holds 
a public hearing to determine if the 
merits of the case are within state and 
city guidelines and conform to sound 
city planning practices. Each case is 
voted on at the meeting in the form 
of a recommendation which is then 
forwarded to the Kenner City Council 
to assist their efforts to render a fi nal 
decision. The members of the Planning 
And Zoning Commission are Rafael 
Saddy, Robert Wooderson, Mark 
Johnson, chair Mickey Giarrusso, John 
DeHaven, co-chair Rita Bezou and 
Robert Pastor.

The Board of Zoning Adjustments 
is a quasi-judicial board established 
in accordance with the city of Kenner 
Home Rule Charter and regulated by 
the comprehensive zoning ordinance. 
The board members are chair Kenneth 
Krobert, Marcel Gonzalez, Wesley 
Goodman, Earl Lagrue, William 
Schwertz and Conchita Sulli. The 
purpose of the board is to hear and 
decide variance requests relating to the 
application of the zoning ordinance or 
to appeal a decision of the director of 
the department of inspection and code 
enforcement.

The Kenner Tree Board serves as a 
resource for government and the citizens 
of Kenner regarding the care, selection 
and planting of trees on public land 
and rights-of-way. The members of the 
board are Penny Shaw, Elaine Waldron, 
Carolyn Jacque, Kay Andressen, Janet 
Schellhaas and Malinda H. Holmes.

Kenner’s many unclassifi ed 
employees are covered by a strong civil 
service system. The feature of a strong 
civil service system is that most board 
members are independently appointed 
by credible third parties such as 
university presidents and professional 
groups. The mayor nor do the council 
members have any authority to appoint 
any of these board members. This results 
in a more professional, competent and 
skilled work force, decreased turn-over 
and employees whose interests are more 
aligned with the good of the city as 
opposed to partisan politics.

The city has two civil service 
boards. The city’s police and fi re 
department employees fall under the 
authority of the Kenner Municipal Fire 
and Police Civil Service Board whose 
members are chairman John Schnauder, 
David Desforges, John Oliver, Thomas 
Lin, and John Tetlow.

The general government employees 
are under the authority of the city of 
Kenner Civil Service Board whose 
members are chairman John Benz, 
Dr. Abdalla Darwish, PhD, Pamela 
Occhipinti, David Richardson and Kelly 
Simoneaux.

I want to publicly thank these 
board members for their hard work and 
dedication to the city. They are making 
a difference and promoting good 
government in our city. 

Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-
7240 or by email at kennermayor@
kenner.la.us.

Kenner lift stations elevations adjusted at 
no charge to city

Photo by Barry Sprague
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Government
Crime victims reparations program
BY STEVE CARAWAY
Kenner Police Chief

Victoria A.M. Smith, M.D.

Family Practice
Men  •  Women  •  Children
Female Care  •  Pap Smears

ContraceptionSe habla español
fala-se português

Office Hours by Appointment
4228 Williams Blvd., Suite 203  •  496-0138  or 889-4011

NOWBACK INKENNER

Lori and Kevin Guffey

If you’ve 
ever been the 
victim of a violent 
crime, you know 
firsthand that 

moving on with your life can prove to be 
difficult. Victims of violent crime must 
not only find a way to cope with the 
incident, but can suffer both physically 
and financially in the aftermath of 
vicious crimes. The Louisiana Crime 
Reparations Fund helps innocent 
victims and their families when they 
have no other means of paying for the 
financial aspect of a crime. The law, 
known as the Crime Victims Reparations 
Act, was established in July of 1982. 
The Crime Victims Reparations Fund 
is administered by the Crime Victims 
Reparations Board under the jurisdiction 
of the Louisiana Commission on Law 
Enforcement. Income for the fund is 
composed primarily of monies paid as 
costs levied on criminal court cases. 
Funds are supplemented by a federal 
grant, court-ordered restitution from 
criminals, donations and interest.

You may qualify for funds if you 
are an innocent victim of a violent crime 
who suffers physical and/or emotional 
harm or death or catastrophic property 
loss, a person who legally assumes the 
obligations or voluntarily pays certain 
expenses related to the crime on behalf 
of the victim or are an immediate family 
member who needs counseling as a 
result of the death of the victim. The 
crime must involve the use of force or 
the threat of the use of force and result 
in personal injury, death or catastrophic 
property loss. The only motor vehicle-
related crimes covered are those in which 
someone is the victim of a DWI driver, a 
hit and run driver, a driver who is fleeing 
apprehension by law enforcement or a 
victim whose injuries were intentionally 
inflicted with a vehicle.

Victims who are not eligible for 
participation in the Crime Victims 
Reparations Program include the 
following: A victim whose own 
behavior contributed to the crime (in 
those cases, benefits may be reduced or 
denied), a victim or claimant who was 
engaged in illegal activity at the time of 
crime, an offender or an accomplice of 
the offender, a victim who has a felony 
conviction within five years of the date 
of the crime, or was serving a sentence 
or probation in the five years preceding/
subsequent to the crime, a victim who 
was serving a sentence or on probation 
or anyone who was incarcerated in 
a penal institution when the crime 
occurred.

The Crime Victims Reparations 

Fund is deemed as the “payer of last 
resort.” It is a secondary source that 
pays for certain out-of-pocket expenses 
related to the crime when the victim has 
no other way of paying. Sources that 
have to pay first include HMO/health 
insurance, disability/life insurance, 
vacation time, sick leave or other types 
of leave paid by an employer, worker’s 
compensation benefits, Social Security 
and Medicare or Medicaid. Program 
staff members will work with applicants 
to make sure all available resources are 
used in their best interest.

Expenses that are eligible for 
coverage include reasonable medical 
and prescription expenses, dental 
expenses, mental health counseling, 
funeral expenses, loss of earnings 
or support, child care which enables 
a victim, spouse, surviving spouse 
of a deceased victim or guardian to 
continue employment and reasonable 
replacement costs for items taken as 
evidence or made unusable as a result 
of the criminal investigation and crime 
scene cleanup. Funds awarded may 
not exceed $10,000 unless the victim 
suffered total and permanent disability. 
Victims who suffer total and permanent 
disability as a result of their victimization 
may qualify for up to $25,000.

Application requirements stipulate 
that the crime must have been 
committed after July 16, 1982 and 
have occurred in Louisiana or involve 
a Louisiana resident who becomes 
a victim in another state or country 
that does not have a crime victim 
compensation program for which they 
are eligible. You must report the crime 
to law enforcement officials within 72 
hours after the incident occurred unless 
there is a valid reason for reporting later 
and the application must be filed within 
a year of the crime unless there is a 
good reason why the application was 
not submitted within this time period. It 
should also be noted that the victim and/
or claimant must have cooperated fully 
with law enforcement officials during 
the investigation and prosecution of the 
case.

You can obtain an application 
from the Crime Victims Reparations 
Board Office located in Baton Rouge, 
any Louisiana Sheriff’s Office and 
here in Kenner from the Kenner Police 
Department. To obtain an application 
from the Kenner Police Department, 
contact our crime victim coordinator, 
Officer James Virgil, at 712-2395 
or email him at jvirgil@kennerpd.
com. For more information on the 
Crime Victims Reparations Program, 
you may call (225) 342-1749 or 

1-888-6-VICTIM (842846). You may 
also visit the Louisiana Commission on 
Law Enforcement and Administration 
of Criminal Justice website at http://
lcle.la.gov/programs/cvr.asp for more 
information on the program. 

Kenner Police Chief Caraway 
can be reached by email at kpd@
kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police 
Department website at www.kennerpd.
com.

Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. • Meeting at 12:00
E-mail reservations@kpba.biz to make luncheon reservations

reservations@kpba.biz
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Community
Upcoming free seminar will inform veterans of possible $1,704 monthly benefi t
BY ALLAN KATZ

A free seminar on March 21, 
2012, open to veterans, their spouses 
or surviving spouses and families will 
highlight a little-known benefi t available 
to qualifi ed veterans that can amount to 
$1,704 per month.

The seminar will be held at The 
Atrium For Assisted Living, a facility 
located at 6555 Park Manor Drive near 
Lafreniere Park in Metairie. Hosting the 
seminar will be Marie Scavo, executive 
director of the Atrium, an assisted living 
facility.

“I only recently became aware 
of a clause among the Veterans 
Administration benefi ts that says a 
veteran who may have served only 
one day during wartime is entitled to a 
payment of $1,704 a month,” says Scavo. 
“I have also discovered that few veterans 
are even aware that this program exists 
so the seminar is an opportunity for 
veterans, their spouses and other family 
members to become familiar with this 
benefi t and how to apply for it. And in 
fact, surviving spouses of these veterans 

can also qualify for $1,094 a month.”
The seminar will be held at 6:30 

p.m. on March 21 at the Atrium. To 
make a reservation to attend the seminar 
call 454-6635.

Scavo is a well-known fi gure in 
Kenner. Her late father, Captain David 
L. Letellier, Sr., a captain with the 
Jefferson Parish Fire Department, died 
following a heart attack when it turned 
out that the Kenner police responding 
to a call for emergency services at his 
Kenner home did not have a defi brillator 

that might have saved his life. Since 
then, both Kenner fi re trucks and police 
cars have carried defi brillators that 
were appropriated and dedicated by 
the Kenner City Council in Letellier’s 
honor. Scavo says, in retrospect, while 
her father passed away for the lack of a 
defi brillator, others in Kenner have been 
saved because defi brillators have now 
become standard emergency equipment. 

Festa Italiana coming to Rivertown in March
Starting on March 30, 2012, 

Kenner’s historic Rivertown will host 
the eleventh annual “Festa Italiana.” 
Live music, rides, local crafters, 
Italian food and seafood specialties, 
historic photo displays and access to 
genealogical specialists are just some of 
the treats that will be offered by festival 
organizers. The Kenner Italian Heritage 
Foundation, founded by former Kenner 
Police Chief Nick Congemi, will be 

hosting the event, with full cooperation 
from the city of Kenner, as a way to 
honor Louisiana’s rich Italian cuisine, 
music and culture.

“We want everyone to come out 
and be Italian for a weekend with us,” 
said former Kenner Police Chief Nick 
Congemi. “We are looking forward to 
another great festival this year. Come 
join the fun!”

Vendors such as LaBella’s, 

Messina’s and Nuccio’s are just some 
of the restaurants offering delectable 
Italian cuisine. Local artists will 
be selling crafts and drinks will be 
available for adults. The festival will be 
open Friday, March 30 from 7:00 p.m. 
to 10:00 p.m., Saturday, March 31 from 
noon to 10:00 p.m. and Sunday, April 1 
from noon to 8:00 p.m. There will be a 
$5 entrance fee for adults, children 12 
years of age and under are free and must 

be accompanied by an adult.
The second annual “Sunset Levee 

Run” is a 2-mile run/walk on Saturday, 
March 31 starting at 6:00 p.m. The 
entrance fee is $20 per person, which 
includes a t-shirt, free admittance to the 
festival and food and drink tickets. 

For more information, go to www.
ItalianHeritagFestival.com or visit us 
on Facebook at our page, The Kenner 
Italian Heritage Foundation. 

All types of tAxes prepAred 
Personal, S Corp, LLC, Partnership

Small business bookkeeping on weekly, monthly or quarterly basis
Including Payroll & Financial Reports

 

 

AsAp BooKKeepING & tAx serVICe
467-0482

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

SMALL JOBS

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

Legislative session
(continued from page 1)

one of hundreds of issues that will come up in 
the legislative session that begins March 12, 
some of which could have long-term impacts on 
Louisiana’s future.

Martiny, Ligi and Willmott say that Governor 
Bobby Jindal’s proposed educational reform 
challenge to Louisiana’s teacher unions will 
almost surely result in a huge confl ict. So will 
proposed changes to the state’s pension system.

“Louisiana has a $18.4 billion unfunded 
accrued liability in our pension system,” says 
Representative Ligi. “It is the elephant in the 
legislative chambers. Unless we address this 
pension bomb it could have a devastating effect 
on the public services rendered by the state. 
Among the proposals on the table at this time are 
increasing the state employee retirement age from 
55 to 67, increasing the employee contribution 
by three per cent and adopting a cash balance 
pension based on defi ned contribution rather 
than the defi ned benefi t plan that currently exists. 
All of these changes are contrary to the current 
expectations of state employees so I am sure 
there will be intense debate on these proposals.”

Representative Willmott says another 
factor to be considered is that 30 percent of all 
legislators are newly-elected and how they vote 
is yet to be seen. He said Governor Jindal’s 
legislative reform package on education hasn’t 
yet been put in written form so the specifi cs 
of the governor’s plan will have a huge impact 
on the coming debate. He noted that the fl urry 
of retirement bills, attempting to resolve the 

pension problems of the state, will also lead to 
a massive battle.

“And, beyond that, the fi nancial experts say 
we face a $894 million shortfall, which may well 
mean that the days of drastic budget cuts are not 
over,” said Willmott.

At the same time, Willmott added, he has 
come to believe in the legislative process. “It’s a 
long tedious process but most of the bad bills are 
killed and many of the good bills are passed,” 
said Representative Willmott. “We have many 
tough challenges but I think that our voters send 
many good people to Baton Rouge and we, at 
the end of the day, resolve many of our state’s 
problems at legislative sessions. I hope we have 
a positive outcome this year again.”

The Louisiana legislative session begins 
at noon on Monday, March 12, 2012 and will 
adjourn no later than 6:00 p.m. on Monday, June 
4, 2012.

Senator Martiny can be reached at 834-7676 
or martinyd@legis.la.gov. His District 10 offi ce 
is located in Metairie at 131 Airline Highway, 
Suite 201.

Contact Representative Ligi at 456-3173, 
ligit@legis.la.gov or at his District 70 offi ce at 
4425 Clearview Parkway, Suite B, in Metairie.

District 92 Representative Willmott’s 
District 92 offi ce is located at 2002 20th Street, 
Suite 204-A in Kenner. His phone number is 
465-3479 and email address is willlmottt@legis.
la.gov.
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Wartime Veterans
may qualify for up to $1704 monthly

Surviving Spouses
may receive up to $1094 monthly

You’re invited
to attend a seminar on the

AID AND ATTENDANCE
BENEFIT

An invitation to families of
Wartime Veterans and Surviving Spouses

6555 Park Manor Drive
Metairie, LA 70003

6:30pm Refreshments and appetizers will be served

may qualify for up to $1704 monthlymay qualify for up to $1704 monthly

Wartime Veterans and Surviving Spouses

Our American 
Wartime Veterans 

sacrificed for our 
country in its greatest 

time of needPROFESSIONAL MEMBER

Will Berry Financial

presented by

Will Berry

Call 504-454-6635 to reserve seating

WEDNESDAY MARCH 21st 2012
Free blood pressure screenings

Celebrate your independence
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Come tour and enjoy complimentary lunch or dinner
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As Louis 
A r m s t r o n g 
New Orleans 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Airport continues its modernization of the 
existing airport campus by Super Bowl 
2013, the challenge by New Orleans 
Mayor Mitch Landrieu to develop a 
“world class airport” has been heard and 
preliminary steps to address the directive 
are underway. The fi rst step has been to 
publicly solicit for consultant teams that 
will study and analyze the concept of a 
new airport terminal. These solicitations 
include program management, design 
services, environmental assessment, 
land-use and development and fi nancial 
feasibility. The consultant teams will be 
looking at two construction options. The 
fi rst would add new terminals to the west 
of the existing structure and the second 
would construct a new main terminal on 
airport property between the east-west 
runway and Veterans Highway/Interstate 
10. Four fi rms have competed to act as the 
project manager for the study and their 
responsibility will be to oversee the other 
consultants who will � coordinate with 
the New Orleans Aviation Board staff 
and the other consultant teams. Either 
option is estimated to cost more than 
$1 billion and will be fi nanced through 
a combination of airport resources. The 
goal will be, as stated by New Orleans 
Aviation Board Chairman Nolan Rollins, 
to ensure that the costs for this effort are 
not passed on to the general public.

In other airport news, a new 
passenger screening program – TSA 
Pre✓™, initiated last year to make it 
more convenient for select passengers 
is being expanded to a number of 
major airports that includes Armstrong 
International. TSA has been criticized 
for using a “one size fi ts all” screening 
process and has developed this new 
program to better serve the traveling 
public. The TSA Pre✓™ screening 
concept enhances aviation security 
by enabling Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) to focus on 
passengers the agency knows less about 
and those who are considered high-risk, 
while providing expedited screening 
for travelers who volunteer information 
about themselves prior to fl ying. If TSA 
determines a passenger is eligible for 
expedited screening through the TSA 
Pre✓™ vetting process, information 
will be embedded in the barcode of 
the passenger’s boarding pass. TSA 
will read the barcode at the checkpoint 
and the passenger may be referred to a 
lane where they will undergo expedited 
screening, which could include no 
longer removing the following items: 

shoes, 3-1-1 compliant bag from carry-
on, laptop from its bag, light outerwear/
jacket or a belt if it is worn at the time of 
the security screening. Travelers who are 
presently eligible for this new screening 
program will likely be passengers 
who participate in Delta Air Lines and 
American Airlines frequent fl ier and 
trusted traveler programs. Additional 
airlines may be participating by the end of 
the year. The announcement by the TSA 
states that there will be no cost to eligible 
passengers to participate in the program. 
To date, the federal agency states over 
300,000 passengers have been screened 
through this program since testing began. 
For more information about this program, 
visit www. tsa.gov.

Another item of extreme importance 
to the airline industry is the recent passing 
of long term funding of the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA). Last 
year, the agency experienced a two-week 
partial shutdown due to a delay in action 
by Congress to extend their funding. 
This resulted in the interruption of 
approximately 250 Airport Improvement 
Projects (AIP) at airports nationwide. 
On Monday, February 6, the U.S. Senate 
voted 75-20 with the House passing its 
bill on the previous Friday. After 1,590 
days and 23 short-term extensions, 
Congress has fi nally given the FAA a 
four-year $64 billion funding bill. The bill 
will strengthen some proposed barriers 
to labor elections, trim the Essential Air 
Service program, allow eight new daily 
round trip long-distance fl ights at Ronald 
Reagan Washington National Airport 
and marshal 90 percent of the recently 
crafted “Passenger Bill of Rights.” This 
long term funding should help fund 
phases of our new airport endeavor.

Ongoing improvements in the 
airline industry will hopefully make the 
passenger’s traveling experience more 
pleasant at Armstrong International 
Airport and throughout the nation’s 
entire airport system. 

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation 
for Louis Armstrong New Orleans 
International Airport may be reached at 
director@fl ymsy.com. Check your local 
listings for the air time of the Armstrong 
International Airport 30 minute television 
program, “Airport Alive,” or view it on 
the airport website, www.fl ymsy.com, 
by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link 
on the “News and Stats” page. You can 
now follow the airport on Facebook.
com/Armstrongintl and Twitter @NO 
Airport. To fi nd out how to be a volunteer 
at the airport, click on “Ambassador” on 
the airport’s website homepage.

New airport developments
BY IFTIKHAR AHMAD
Director of Aviation
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport

Airport
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Come see  
   Gulf Coast Bank

Do you want  
HIGH INTEREST CHECKING?  HIGH INTEREST CHECKING?  

Do you want  

If you’re looking for a high rate of interest on your checking account, 
look no further than Gulf Coast Bank! Call us, visit our website or 
come in today to learn more! 
 Qualifications apply, see a banker for full details.
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www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com
Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977

Specializing in hair restoration, 

extensions, and alternative hair.

Hair Styles Unlimited
Salon & Spa

3635 Florida Ave
Kenner, LA

504 464 5949

Your Hair Loss…
Our Solution…

$29900 No Contract
Free Consultation
Privacy Room

Government

The city 
of Kenner, in 
p a r t n e r s h i p 

with the VOA (Volunteers of America) 
assists low income , physically disabled 
and elderly homeowners with minor 
repairs to their home. The goal is to help 
keep individuals in their homes, living 
independently, for as long as possible. The 
Community Development Department is 
pleased to announce that over the past 

year more than 20 homes have been 
assisted by the work completed by the 
VOA-Repair on Wheels Program. Eleven 
handicapped ramps were constructed 
at homes and grab bars installed inside 
to aid the elderly, disabled and mobility 
impaired. In addition, each home has a 
safety inspection performed and received 
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors as 
needed. Other free home repairs available 
through the program include the repair of 

dripping and leaking faucets, repair and 
installation of electrical outlets and the 
repair and installation of storm doors.

Our offi ce receives cards and calls 
of appreciation from the homeowners 
who would not have been able to get 
the work they were so desperately in 
need of done without the help from our 
program. Needless to say, the VOA-
Repair on Wheels program is one of 
the most successful housing programs 
administered by the Department of 
Community Development. Quality 
work is being completed by trustworthy 
individuals from a reputable organization 
with a name and reputation that is known 
for helping the needy in the community.

Are you thinking about buying your 
fi rst home? Well, the fi rst step towards 
home-ownership is getting educated 
about the process and fi nding a team 
of professionals you can trust and feel 
comfortable with. That’s where we come 
in. The city of Kenner, in connection with 
its Community Development Block Grant 
Program, uses the Home Investment 
Partnership (HOME) Program to promote 
homeownership among low to moderate 
income persons. The Homeownership 
Assistance Program is designed to assist 
families of low/moderate income toward 
maintaining safe, sanitary and decent 
housing, occupying dwellings that meet 
local housing codes and promoting 
homeownership in the city of Kenner. This 
program will assist other efforts of the city 
of Kenner to help stabilize neighborhoods 
and strengthen communities.

Call us to learn about homeownership 
training classes which are available free, 
very informative and will teach you about 
home buying. You can learn everything 
you need to know about buying your fi rst 
house. We’ll show you the importance 
of getting pre-approved for a mortgage, 
how to search for properties and how 
to become an expert negotiator in the 
home purchasing process. In addition, 
you may qualify for fi nancial assistance 
toward down payment and closing costs 
and non-repayable mortgage buy-downs. 
Over the past year our offi ce assisted 
seven families in making their dreams 
of homeownership a reality. The average 
amount of assistance (i.e. grant amount) 
was $38,150. We’re all about educating 
buyers in order to help you with the 
biggest fi nancial decision of your life. If 
you are thinking about buying a home in 
the next one to two years we would love 
to answer your questions and help you 
make a solid home purchase, without 
paying too much. Give us a call.

In the month of April, the Department 
of Community of Development will host a 
housing seminar at which you can receive 

valuable information on training classes, 
credit readiness and lending instructions 
in regard to Kenner’s Housing Assistance 
Program. Get fi rsthand information from 
realtors that have helped former clients 
successfully fi nd and purchase homes 
through our program. The seminar 
will also provide information on legal 
assistance and fair housing. This event 
is aimed at raising awareness of trusted 
resources in the affordable housing 
industry who have recognized programs 
and initiatives that showcase excellence, 
innovation and quality. More information 
will be forthcoming about this April 
Housing Seminar next month.

The Community Development 
department is currently accepting 
applications for its Rental Assistance 
Program. This program provides services 
to either prevent individuals and families 
from becoming homeless or to help those 
who are experiencing homelessness to 
be quickly re-housed and stabilized. We 
work with other social service agencies 
such as Associated Catholic Charities, 
Jefferson Community Action program, 
Salvation Army, VOA and others in an 
effort to minimize duplication of services 
and maximize the use of our limited 
fi nancial resources.

The Housing and Utility Assistance 
program helps clients by paying a 
percentage of rent and monthly housing 
utilities that are in arrears. Applications 
are currently available at the Martin 
Luther King Community Resource 
Center located at 1042 31st Street. Stop 
by or call 466-0697 for a rental assistance 
application.

The city of Kenner is able to offer 
and administer these programs through 
the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment 
Partnership Program grants. These federal 
grants funded by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
assist local governments in their efforts 
to provide community and economic 
development initiatives. Activities funded 
with CDBG funds must meet eligibility 
criteria and comply with at least one 
of the three national objectives. The 
objectives must benefi t low and moderate 
income persons, aid in the elimination 
of slum and blight and meet an urgent 
need. For more information about these 
and other projects and activities feel free 
to contact the Community Development 
Department at 468-7588 or email cd@
kenner.la.us. 

Kenner Community Development 
Director Arleeta O. Terrell can be reached 
at 468-7564 or cd@kenner.la.us.

Housing assistance for the disabled, elderly, fi rst-time homebuyers and renters 
to prevent homelessness
BY ARLEETA. O. TERRELL
Kenner Director of Community Development
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Law
Joint checking accounts and 
estates in Louisiana
BY JAMES L. MELCHERS

It is 
common for 
aging adults 

to add the name of a trusted child, 
relative or friend to their bank 
account so that their money can be 
available to pay expenses in the event 
of their incapacity or death. This 
is generally a good idea. However, 
some folks believe that once their 
name is on an account, they actually 
own the money. This may be true in 
other states (right of survivorship) 
but it is not true in Louisiana.

In Louisiana, funds deposited 
into a joint checking account 
remain the property of the original 
owner and his estate at death, 
absent an authentic act of donation. 
(Succession of Fralick v. Secretary 
of Department of Revenue, 529 So. 
2nd 159 LA App. 3rd Cir. 1988). 
The right of withdrawal or having 
one’s name listed on the account is 
not equal to ownership of the funds 
(Cantrell v. Pat O’Briens Bar, Inc., 
97-545 LA App. 4th Cir.1/7/98).

A Louisiana case decided in 2010 
illustrates this case law. An elderly 
gentleman, who was divorced, died 
without a will in 2009. He had 
one child. This gentleman opened 
a checking account in his name 
only in December of 2004 with an 
initial deposit over $190,000. At 
a later time, he added his sister to 
the account. His sister alleged she 
had given money to her brother 
for safekeeping from her abusive 
husband. She claimed that she had 
initially given her brother $25,000 
and that she continued to add to the 
account regularly.

After the gentleman’s death 
and before the court appointed an 
administrator, the sister withdrew the 
remaining funds out of the checking 
account in an amount over $100,000. 
She used some of the money to pay 
funeral expenses and remaining 
bills. The administrator of the estate 
sought the remaining balance of the 
account. The sister kept $50,000 and 
returned the rest asserting that the 
$50,000 belonged to her.

At the trial the administrator 
entered into evidence the certifi cate 
of deposit, which was used to open 
the checking account. The document 
was dated December 2004 and listed 
the gentleman as the sole account 

owner. It showed an “initial deposit” 
in the exact amount of the CD. 
Remember, the sister was added at 
a later date and was not the initial 
owner of the account.

The sister entered into evidence 
a document she said she found in 
the night stand after the gentleman’s 
death, which said in part that the 
checking account located in the 
specifi c bank was co-owned with 
his sister. The sister offered no 
bank records of any deposits that 
purportedly represented amounts 
she had placed into her brother’s 
account.

The trial court and the appeals 
court ruled that the sister had not 
provided proof that she owned any 
part of the money in the account. 
The “night stand” document did 
not qualify as a donation. She had 
no proof that any of her money had 
been deposited into that account.

Louisiana case law is quite 
clear that funds deposited into 
a joint checking account remain 
the property of its original owner 
and his estate at death, absent an 
authentic act of donation. The right 
of withdrawal, or having one’s name 
listed on the account, is not equal to 
ownership of the funds.

Since having the right of 
withdrawal in a Louisiana bank 
checking account does not mean you 
own the funds, it is important to keep 
good records. For instance, if you are 
on your mother’s bank account and 
you deposit your own personal funds 
into that account, you need to keep 
copies of deposited checks, receipts, 
etc. You need a paper trail to prove 
your personal funds were deposited 
into that account. While it is a good 
idea and helpful to have your name 
on your mother’s account, it is wise 
to have a totally separate account for 
your own personal fi nances. 

James L. Melchers is the senior 
attorney at Melchers Law Firm, 
located at 909 West Esplanade 
Avenue in Kenner and the fi rm’s 
primary areas of practice are estate 
planning, wills, trusts, successions, 
corporate law, and personal injury. 
Melchers can be reached at 467-
1092 or visit the website at www.
melcherslawfi rm.

A four-term President of Kenner’s leading business 
association with a plan for strengthening economic 
development. A community leader who will build 
bridges of understanding. An experienced public 
servant with a passion for our neighborhoods.   
That’s Mary-Sharon Howland. At a time when 
political bickering is impeding progress, Mary-Sharon 
offers the business and government history to 
bring divergent views into a clear, single focus. 

Leadership that will lift us to new heights. 
Mary-Sharon Howland for Kenner Council.
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CaLL US tO adVERtISE!

Bringing the generations together
BY LINDA R. MARTIN

Real Estate

Although 
your home 
may have 
been housing 
a traditional 

family of a mom, dad and two kids, 
savvy real estate agents will tell you 
that in order to attract more buyers, 
staging your house as one fit for 
multi-generations is the way to go.

More parents and grandparents 
are finding a need to move in with 
family, as many can no longer afford 
the increasing rates of the adult 
communities where they once lived. 
Furthermore, the economic climate 
is forcing many kids to return home 
once their schooling is done.

A recent multi-generational study 
conducted by the Pew Research 
Center, Washington, D.C., revealed 
that multigenerational living has 
been on the rise over the past decade, 
fueled by demographic and cultural 
shifts.

“One of the things that struck me 
about this change is that it’s coming 
from all directions,” said Paul Taylor, 
author of the report. “More young 
adults are moving back home, more 

elderly are moving in with their 
middle-age children and more middle 
aged children are moving back in 
with their elderly parents.”

Data from the study shows that 
in the 10-year span between 2000 
and 2009, the number of households 
practicing multi-generational living 
increased to 33 percent, with more 
than 49 million Americans currently 
living in homes with three or more 
generations.

Real estate professionals are 
tending to highlight features such 
as finished walkout basements and 
bonus bedrooms today more than 
ever. That’s why when your agent tells 
you that switching out your office or 
transposing a play area to one that 
resembles more of a bedroom is the 
way to go, you should be listening.

When selling your home, you 
need to look at the process from 
the perspective of all buyers, 
not just yours. Consider how a 
multigenerational family might use 
the various spaces available and give 
prospective homebuyers options to 
easily transform from single-family 
to multigenerational living.

Therefore, any home that contains 
bonus space is a viable candidate 
for a multigenerational buyer who’s 
planning to bring an ill or out-of-
work family member back into the 
fold.

Experts agree that 
intergenerational living is easier 
when each family subunit has its own 
space. “Everyone who is going to 
share the home should have a private 
area of their own,” said Amy Goyer, 
a multigenerational expert at AARP. 
“It is best if there is more than one 
common area so that children and 
adults have spaces to relax in without 
everyone having to spend all their 
free time in the same room together.”

Multigenerational house design 
can be applied to just one structure 
or can be accomplished with two or 
three units to keep families together 
while preserving their independence 
and privacy.

According to Cam Marston, 
author and founder of the research 
firm Generational Insight, there are 
a number of benefits for different 
generations of a family living together. 
“It’s less expensive, obviously, but 

more importantly, they can learn 
from one another,” Marston said. 
“Separating generations keeps them 
aloof from the trends and important 
things impacting each generation. 
When they are all under one roof, 
they can grow up sooner and stay 
young longer. It works on both ends 
of the generations.”

Another thing for home sellers to 
consider when it comes to attracting 
multigenerational buyers is the 
home’s accessibility for people who 
might be living with aging parents 
who use wheel chairs or walkers.

Creating a complete, accessible 
living space on one level with safety 
features can make a home attractive 
to people of all ages. 

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed 
in Louisiana, can be reached at 443-
6464 or at her Gardner Realtors office 
located at 4140 Williams Boulevard 
in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors 
is a local independently owned and 
operated company. Visit the company 
website at www.gardnerrealtors.com.
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4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday

www.scottystireandauto.com

Tires • Alignments • Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner Work • Struts

 Brake Service • Batteries • Belts • Hoses 
Tune-Ups CV Joints • Fuel Injection Cleaning

ExpirEs
3/31/12
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®

 facials! 
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Massage Envy Spa

*Session consists of a massage or facial and time for consultation and dressing. Prices subject to change. Rates and services vary by location. Additional local taxes and fees may apply. ©2011 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC.
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Health

Osteoarthritis 
currently affects 
20 million 
Americans and 
this number 

is expected to 
rise to 40 million by the year 2020. 
Osteoarthritis is seen in 35 percent 
of knees by the age of 30 years and 
85 percent of people aged 70 to 79 
years. Osteoarthritis or degenerative 
joint disease is one of the most 
common types of arthritis that is 
characterized by the breakdown of 
the joint’s cartilage. Cartilage is the 
part of the joint that cushions the ends 
of the bones and when breakdown 
occurs, bones rub against each other 
causing pain and loss of motion 
in that particular joint. The most 
common areas affected in the body 
are the feet, knees, hips, hands and 
low back. There are different factors 
that contribute to the development of 
arthritis. Some risk factors include 
aging, obesity, genetics, and joint 
injuries due to sports, work or accident 
related injuries.

It is important to get early 
diagnosis and know how to avoid the 
stresses that can cause the symptoms 
of osteoarthritis to progress. Early 
diagnosis and treatment can often 
mean less joint damage and less 
pain. Symptoms to recognize that 
are associated with osteoarthritis are 
loss of range of motion in a joint, 
pain in a joint that may be increased 
with certain activities, stiffness and 
pain in a joint, especially the knees 
with prolonged sitting and swelling 
in a joint. When weight bearing 
joints are affected you need to avoid 
activities that increase the load in 
those joints and will increase stress 
to the weight bearing area. If the 
knees are affected, repeated deep 
knee bending or squatting, stair 
climbing and kneeling need to be 
avoided. These activities increase 
the load through the knee joint and 
will cause increased pain which will 
lead to a loss of range of motion. 
Avoiding these activities will allow 
a more functional lifestyle that will 
allow you to perform more of your 
functional activities on a daily basis. 
Exercise in the form of stretching and 
strengthening the muscles around 
the affected joint will also help 
maintain stability around that joint, 
lessen pain and help you maintain 

endurance in activities as well. 
Strength and fl exibility are critical 
components in maintaining an active 
lifestyle with osteoarthritis. Also, 
performing exercises that are non-
weight bearing, such as bicycling 
and swimming will help decrease 
stress on the affected joint.

Another form of treatment is diet. 
A diet rich in Vitamin C and other 
antioxidants, as well as calcium will 
help reduce the risk of osteoarthritis 
and its progression. Also, losing 
weight will help decrease the load of 
weight bearing in a joint affected. In 
normal walking, the weight bearing 
load through the knees are .5 times 
your body weight and that increases 
with stair climbing to 3.3 times your 
body weight and 7.5 times your 
body weight with deep squats.

Other forms of treatment of 
osteoarthritis include different 
surgical techniques to help restore 
function in the affected joint. 
Hylagan, Synvisc and Supart shots 
are a popular form of treatment in 
more moderate cases of osteoarthritis 
in the knee. These shots help are 
used to relieve pain and act as a 
shock absorber and lubricant for the 
knee. Partial knee replacements are 
also used when only one area of the  
knee joint is affected with arthritis. 
When the condition progresses in 
the knee and affects two to three 
major areas of the knee joint then 
the only alternative is a total joint 
replacement. If you feel that you 
may be suffering from osteoarthritis 
and its symptoms contact your 
physician or physical therapist. 
They can help you in the diagnosis 
of your condition and management 
of your symptoms. 

Craig Goodwin physical 
therapist is president of Kenner 
Orthopedic and Sports Therapy

located at 3921 Williams 
Boulevard and two other locations 
in Metairie and on the West Bank. 
Goodwin graduated from LSU 
Medical School Department of Allied 
Health Department of Physical 
Therapy in 1987. The professionals 
at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports 
Therapy can be contacted via email 
at kennerortho@gmail.com or visit 
www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Arthritis affects many
BY CRAIG GOODWIN
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Reduce hair loss by 33% in 12 weeks
97% natural

Aveda’s new invati hair care line
for thicker, fuller hair!

When it 
comes to a heart 
attack, every 
minute counts. 
For the one 

million Americans who will have a 
heart attack this year, early detection of 
the symptoms and immediate treatment 
are their best chances for a positive 
outcome.

Jim House, RN, BSN, CEN, director 

of emergency services at Ochsner 
Medical Center- Kenner, says that if 
you or someone you love is having a 
heart attack, getting to a facility that 
provides high quality heart attack care 
is extremely important. OMC-Kenner’s 
emergency department is an excellent 
choice for receiving this high quality 
care. Nationwide, the standard treatment 
for most acute heart attacks involves 
opening the blocked artery within 90 

Time is muscle: Prompt treatment of a heart attack increases chances of survival and 
decreases future complications
BY PAOLO ZAMBITO

minutes of arrival to the hospital. “At 
OMC-Kenner, we consistently achieve 
door to balloon times of less than 90 
minutes and strive to meet or exceed the 
national average,” says House.

Knowing the symptoms of a heart 
attack so that you can respond quickly 
can mean the difference between life and 
death. Some of these symptoms include 
chest pain on the left side, shortness of 
breath, cold sweats, nausea, vomiting 
and jaw or arm pain.

If you experience any of these 
symptoms, House says that you should 
always call 911 for an ambulance 
rather than have someone drive you to 
the hospital. “Paramedics are able to 
begin assessing the patient by taking 
a history, obtaining an EKG, getting 
blood pressure and administering 
aspirin and nitroglycerin,” says House  
“Additionally, they have the necessary 
training and equipment to manage a 
cardiac arrest if it were to occur in route 
to the hospital.” He goes on to explain 
that local EMS services and the ER at 
OMC-Kenner have a close relationship. 
Hardware in the ambulance allows us 
to activate our processes before the 
patient arrives. “Heart attacks are a time 
sensitive illness and we know through 
research that patients tend to have a 
better recovery the sooner they are 
treated,” says House.

At OMC-Kenner, heart attack 
patients who arrive in the ER are 
evaluated with an EKG and blood work. 
Tiffiny Herring, RN, MSHCM, CCRN, 
OMC-Kenner Cardiac Catheterization 

Lab Director, explains that if a blockage 
is found, the patient will go to the cardiac 
catheterization lab. “Our cath lab team 
includes an interventional cardiologist, 
registered nurses and cardiovascular 
technicians who will determine which 
vessel is affected and place a stent to 
open the blocked vessel.”

Following this procedure, patients 
will remain in the ICU for a minimum 
of one day and spend an additional 
day in the cardiac intermediate care 
unit. “Because lifestyle changes are 
often necessary, OMC-Kenner’s team 
of nurses educate patients about their 
medications, dietary changes, exercise 
and smoking cessation,” says Herring. 
“Our goal is to give them all of the tools 
they need to move forward and live a 
healthy life.”

For more information about 
OMC-Kenner, visit www.ochsner.org/
locations/kenner or call 468-8600. 

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief 
executive officer at Ochsner Medical 
Center-Kenner and has served in this 
role for six years. Zambito has been at 
the Kenner facility for over 20 years. 
Zambito, who serves on the boards of 
the National Kidney Foundation of 
Louisiana and the Louisiana Extended 
Care Hospital of Kenner is also a 
member of the Jefferson Chamber of 
Commerce and the Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce of Louisiana. For 
more information of the services and 
physicians at Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner call 464-8000.

First performed in 1967, coronary artery 
bypass surgery over the last 40 years has, 
over the decades, established itself as the best 
answer for patients suffering life-threatening 
heart artery blockages.

However, the last two decades have seen 
the advent of newer, less invasive means 
of treating heart artery blockages. First, 
through the use of balloons (angioplasty) 
to open blocked arteries and then later with 
the use of metal tubes (stents) to keep these 
same blocked arteries propped open the new 
specialty of interventional cardiology has 
grown to provide what is now in many cases 
an acceptable alternative to coronary artery 
bypass surgery. Even more exciting, the 
technology which previously limited itself 
only to heart arteries is now being applied to 
other territories where blocked arteries cause 
disease including legs and arms, kidneys, 
intestines and the neck and brain.

One of the newest interventional 
cardiologists gaining notice in Louisiana is 
Dr. Zola N’Dandu whose practice is centered 

at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner.
“Interventional cardiologists make use of 

stents and balloons to open blockages,” says 
Dr. N’Dandu who came to Ochsner-Kenner in 
November. “The catheters (plastic tubes used 
to gain access to the arteries from the arms or 
legs) are much smaller than they were 10 years 
ago and the procedure is now routinely done 
as an outpatient procedure, without general 
anesthesia. Patients often go home either the 
same day or the next day and can be back at 
work shortly thereafter.”

Dr. N’Dandu has been seeing patients 
from throughout the metro area. The first 
warning of heart artery blockage may be 
severe chest pains or abnormal heart rhythms. 
This usually leads to an angiogram which 
is the gold standard test to allow physicians 
to pinpoint where the blockage is located. 
“Interventional cardiology is a subspecialty 
within cardiology that specifically deals with 
arterial blockages and we are constantly 
innovating new techniques to open these 

Interventional cardiology offers hope for patients 
with arterial blockages
BY ALLAN KATZ

continued on page 23
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Automotive

Top Dollar GolD BUYErS
ovEr 30 YEarS ExpEriEncE

locallY oWnED
Sell your Jewelry now while gold is still high

Men’s 
14K Class
Ring We
Pay   $515
with this ad
*1750 oz Gold 
Market with
Coupon

Up
To

receive an Extra

for  your gold
silver or  platinum

excludes diamonds, 
coins and watches
With this coupon.
One per Customer.

• GolD JEWElrY   • BrokEn JEWElrY   • DiamonDS   • ESTaTE JEWElrY  • GolD coinS
• SilvEr JEWElrY • rolEx WaTchES  • SilvErWarE  • plaTinUm  • SilvEr coinS

2537 WilliamS BvD. | acroSS from SYlvESTErS WESTErn WEar | 287-4450
6626 JEffErSon hWY. | acroSS from colonial BoWlinG lanES | 575-3467

1660 BaraTaria BlvD. | acroSS from STarBUckS | 941-7854

St. Jerome
Knights of Columbus

             Seafood Dinners

Phone-in Orders  •  Visa/Mastercard Accepted
  3310 Florida Ave. • Kenner, LA 70065  •  469-6736 or 352-7107

 Fish Plates Super Seafood Plate
 Shrimp Plates Crawfish Kickers
 Soft Shell Crab Hush Puppies
 Stuffed Crab Plates Seafood Gumbo
 Shrimp Creole Grilled Shrimp Salad
 Combo Plates Crawfish Etoufee

Mar. 16, Apr. 20, May 18, Jun. 15, Jul. 20, Aug. 17, Sep. 21, Oct. 19, Nov. 16, Dec. 21
Lent Dates Feb. 24 thru Apr. 6 • 11am - 7pm

Were you 
aware that the 
last new car sold 
with a carburetor 
in North America 
rolled out of the 

dealership in 1990. Since then, all new 
vehicles have had fuel injectors. In 
very simple terms, a fuel injector is a 
valve that squirts fuel into your engine. 
Your engine control computer tells the 
fuel injector how much gas to deliver 
as well as the precise time it should 
be delivered. Of course this happens 
thousands of times a minute. Fuel 
injection is a much more precise way of 
delivering fuel than carburetors which 
translates into better fuel economy 
and power. Virtually all fuel injectors 
for gas engines are known as port fuel 
injectors because they deliver the fuel 
to a port just outside the cylinder. Port 
fuel injectors operate at about 40 to 80 
pounds per square inch of pressure.

Recently a few auto makers have 
introduced gas direct injection systems 
on some engines . These systems inject 
the gas directly into the cylinders under 
very high pressure – hundreds of times 
the pressure of port injection systems. 

Although more complicated, direct 
injection technology promises greater 
power with improved fuel economy, 
so expect to see a lot more of it in the 
future.

As you can see, the level of 
precision required of your fuel injectors 
is very high. They need to be operating 
properly in order for your car to run 
effi ciently.

High temperatures under your hood 
and variations in gas quality cause fuel 
injectors to become fouled with wax, 
dirt and carbon. Injectors can become 
partially clogged, preventing them 
from delivering the proper amount of 
fuel at the correct pressure. The design 
of each engine requires a specifi c spray 
pattern from the fuel injector that 
might be altered when the injector is 
dirty. When injectors are dirty, the fuel 
doesn’t burn as effi ciently resulting in 
poor fuel economy and loss of power. 
So it is important to keep your fuel 
injectors clean.

Fuel has a lot of ways to become 
dirty or contaminated between the 
gas tank and the fuel injector. Skilled 
service technicians can perform a fuel 
system service for you – not just fuel 

Fuel injectors need to be cleaned
BY SCOTT ZIMMERMAN

injector cleaning A fuel system service 
starts with a fuel fi lter replacement. 
This fi lter cleans the gas as it leaves 
the tank. The various parts of the 
fuel intake system need to be cleaned 
from time to time to remove harmful 
gum, deposits and varnish. Finally, the 
fuel injectors are cleaned so that they 
operate properly and deliver the right 
amount of fuel at the right time.

Check your manufacturer’s guide 
to see how often a fuel system service 
needs to be performed on your vehicle 

and adhere to that schedule. 
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of 

Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., a 
family-owned and operated full-service 
tire and automotive shop, located at 
4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. 
Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s 
website is www.scottystireauto.com.
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High Utility Bills?
Let the City of Kenner help you save money and 

make your home more comfortable.

Kenner Saves Energy
(504) 267-2037

www.KennerSavesEnergy.com

�e City of Kenner is providing FREE 
home energy check-ups to Kenner residents.

  �e COMPLETELY FREE check-up includes:
 FREE home energy assessment including 
 infrared imaging and a blower door test.

 FREE energy-saving products, like compact 
 �uorescent light bulbs.

 FREE how-to book with detailed instructions
 for over 200 home energy e�ciency projects.

Space is limited. Sign up today!

Paid for by an Energy E�ciency and Conservation Block Grant from the U.S. Department of Energy

Do you owe 
more than your 
home is worth? 
Did you lose 
your home to 
f o r e c l o s u r e ? 

Are you having problems paying 
your loan? If the answer to any of 
those questions is yes, you may be 
interested in the recent mortgage 
settlement. During the mortgage 
crisis there were some alleged 
abuses in mortgage servicing. In 
order to settle those charges, the big 
five mortgage servicers agreed to 
form a settlement pool.

The servicers are Chase, GMAC 
Mortgage, Wells Fargo, Bank of 
America and Citigroup.

If your mortgage loan was or 
is serviced by any of those lenders, 
you may be eligible to participate. 
If your loan was serviced by one 
of those lenders and you were 
foreclosed upon between 2008 and 

2011, you are eligible for a cash 
payment of between $1,500 and 
$2,000. To apply go to the website 
for your servicer and follow the 
instructions. You are eligible for this 
payment regardless of the reason for 
the foreclosure.

There is also a national website 
www.nationalmortgagesettlement.
com where you can get additional 
information.

If you are in serious danger 
of foreclosure you may also be 
eligible for a principal reduction. 
This applies only to loans owned by 
the servicers but not guaranteed by 
Fannie Mae or Freddy Mac.

Refinance options are also 
available. If your loan is serviced by 
one of the named defendants and you 
owe more than the house is worth, 
you may be eligible to refinance. In 
order to be eligible for the refinance 
option you must be current with no 
late payments for the past year.

Underwater mortgage?
BY GUY WILLIAMS

If you think that you might 
qualify, check the national mortgage 
website for additional details.

Now, you may notice that this 
only applies if you are serviced by 
one of the big five and you are not 
guaranteed by Fannie Mae, Freddy 
Mac, FHA, VA or GINNIEMAE. 
If this seems to leave many people 
out, you are right, it does. This 
program is funded only by the big 
five and only applies to loans that 
they service. The reason for this is 
that the government owns the other 
mortgage lenders and doesn’t want 
to spend any taxpayer money, only 
settlement money.

If you have any other type of 
loan, are not eligible for this program 
and are experiencing problems, visit 
your local community banks for 
free advice. You may be eligible 
for some other type of assistance. 
Often people run in to problems and 
because of embarassment, don’t talk 
to their lender. If you or someone 

you know is in this situation, by 
all means contact your lender. The 
sooner you begin the discussion the 
more options you will have to reach 
a resolution. If you wait until the 
attorney calls, your options will be 
limited and your costs will be higher.

Most lenders want to avoid 
a foreclosure. If you work with 
the lender, you may be able to get 
temporary relief from the payments 
or the ability to sell the house for 
less than the amount owed. You will 
only know these options if you ask. 

Guy Williams is president and 
chief executive officer of Gulf Coast 
Bank and Trust Company. Their 
Kenner branch office is located at 
3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian 
Behlar, branch manager, can be 
contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf 
Coast Bank and Trust’s website at 
www.gulfbank.com.

Community

The International School of 
Louisiana (ISL) received approval in 
December 2011 to open a new foreign 
language immersion elementary school 
in Jefferson Parish. It will be the third 
campus for the high-performing charter 
school and will be open only to Jefferson 
Parish residents.

The new ISL campus is accepting 
applications for kindergarten through 
seventh grade, adding eighth grade in 
the 2013-2014 school year. The school 
will offer both Spanish and French 
language immersion programs. The 
location of the new school will be 
determined soon.

ISL will hold open houses for 
prospective Jefferson Parish students 
on Saturday, March 3 at 10:00 a.m. and 
Monday, March 12 at 6:00 p.m. at its 
uptown campus located at 1400 Camp 
Street in New Orleans.

Applications for ISL’s Jefferson 
Parish campus are available at the 
school’s website, www.isl-edu.org, and 
at either of the current ISL campuses. 
Completed applications should be 
mailed to ISL’s admissions department 
at 502 Olivier Street, New Orleans, 
LA 70114. Applications can also be 
dropped off at either campus from 8:00 

a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. For more information contact 
the ISL Admissions Coordinator at 
admissions@isl-edu.org or call 654-
1088.

ISL’s Head of School Sean Wilson, 
said “As the only public multi-language 
immersion school in the region, we 
generally have more applications than 
spaces. There is an increased demand 
for language learning throughout the 
country and we are looking forward 
to expanding our global and diverse 
educational program to Jefferson 
Parish.”

School officials say there are proven 
advantages of multi-language learning, 
including raised self-esteem, increased 
achievement and a greater proficiency 
with other languages.

The International School of 
Louisiana is the first multi-language 
immersion school chartered by the 
state of Louisiana. From their first 
day of school, students are taught 
core academic subjects in their target 
language. At ISL children learn a 
second language naturally, through 
everyday conversation and classroom 
instruction. 

International School of Louisiana accepting 
applications for its new Jefferson Parish Campus 
opening fall 2012
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We ar e a locally owned, independently operated,
family funeral home continuing a tradition that has
endur ed for 125 years! And we believe that makes a
gr eat dif fer ence in the car e, service and value your

family r eceives. If you ever have a question or would
like mor e infor mation feel fr ee to call or stop by.

Most kids can’t wait for 
Christmas. I never could wait 
for March 17, because that was 
St. Patrick’s Day, the day of 
Irish music (“Clancy Lowered 
the Boom”), dancing, corn 

beef and cabbage, and everything green.
When I was growing up in Syracuse, New York, 

we Irish were proud of the fact that Syracuse had 
the only traffic light in America with the green light 
on top. It was, and still is, located at an intersection 
in the area known as Tipperary Hill. It was installed 
in 1925 as a normal light with red on the top, but 
local Irish youths kept throwing stones at it and 
breaking the red light. (And the orange one too if 
they could). Finally, in 1928, the city gave in and 
put the green light on top.

It’s hard to believe but Syracuse never had a St. 
Patrick’s Day parade until 1982, when a delightful 
young lady, and a close friend of mine, Nancy 
Duffy, decided to organize the first one. When 
Nancy died in 2006, she had racked up so many 
accomplishments, and was so well loved, (she was 
a journalist, first in newspapers, then on television, 
and an activist for many causes), that her funeral 
was televised live.

When the week of March 17 rolled around every 
year, I would always watch for anything Irish on 
television, but I wasn’t ready for what I saw on the 
Ed Sullivan Show on March 12, 1961 – The Clancy 
Brothers and Tommy Makem, as they were known 
– were on for sixteen minutes. Sixteen minutes of 
Irish songs and ballads. Most acts were on for eight 
minutes or less, but Pearl Bailey cancelled and Ed 
asked them to fill the other eight minutes. It was 
the launch of a great career. They were immediately 
signed to Columbia Records (now Sony) for 
$100,000.

I was not related to the Clancy Brothers, except 
that all Clancys claim to be related. I only knew 
that I was Irish. My father used to tell me, “There 
are only two kinds of people in this world, the Irish, 
and those who wish they were Irish.” But, as they 
say, on St. Patty’s Day, everybody is Irish.

One of my great thrills in life was when my 
friend, Danny O’Flaherty, brought the Clancy 
Brothers to New Orleans for the first time. They 
appeared for two nights at his Irish Channel Pub on 
Toulouse Street in the French Quarter in October 
of 1990. The group brought their instruments up to 
my radio show on WWL and spent an entire hour 
singing and joking and talking about their life. 
The group at that time consisted of three original 
members, Bobby, Paddy and Liam Clancy, and their 
nephew, Robbie O’Connell. Brother Tom Clancy 
was dying of cancer in California.

That show was one of the great events of my 
life. It was like I really was a Clancy Brother. I 
asked them what they thought about the perception 
of the Irish as brawlers and drunkards.

Me: “Is that a fair image, Bobby?”
Bobby: “A very fair image, I must say (laughter).
Liam: “But the Irish don’t drink nearly as much 

as the Americans, who come home and have three or 
four martinis. The Irish go to the pubs. They don’t 

drink at home and they go to the pubs usually about 
ten minutes before closing time and they abuse the 
barmaid when she calls ‘closing’ because they’re 
into their second pint and they want to keep going.”

The Clancys graciously sang several of their 
hits on the show that day including “Brennan on 
the Moor,” “The Jolly Tinker,” “Mountain Dew,” 
“The Whistling Gypsy,” “Johnny Mcaldoo,” and, 
my favorite, “The Wild Rover.” They were also 
known for “God Bless England,” (an ironic song, 
of course), “Whiskey You’re the Devil,” “Jug O 
Punch,” and “The Rising of the Moon” (about the 
Irish Rebellion).

Me: “What are ‘narrowback songs?’”
Paddy: “The children of Irish immigrants 

who were born in America were always referred 
to as ‘narrowbacks.’ Those songs, ‘Danny Boy’ 
and ‘When Irish Eyes Are Smiling’ were sung in 
Ireland, but we did not want to sing them ourselves 
because they were sentimental, they were overdone 
and so many people kept singing the same old 
sentimental songs time after time and there were so 
many good and vigorous songs that we wanted to 
do. If somebody likes ‘Danny Boy,’ that’s alright 
with me.”

Me: “Would you sing ‘When Irish Eyes are 
Smiling’ if you were asked?”

Paddy: “I would if I was drunk.”
I later found out that Robbie O’Connell was 

wowing audiences in Boston with a song he wrote 
when he tried to sing songs of drinking and the 
Irish Rebellion, just like his cousins. But he met 
with complaints that led to this song:

You’re not Irish you can’t be Irish you don’t 
know Danny Boy

Or “Toora loora loora” or even “Irish Eyes”
You’ve got a hell of a nerve to say you came 

from Ireland
So cut out all the nonsense and sing 

“McNamara’s Band”
O’Flaherty’s Irish Pub went away with 

Katrina, but Danny O’Flaherty is still performing 
and promoting Irish heritage all over the country. I 
called him to talk about that day 22 years ago when 
he brought the Clancys to town.

“They were our heroes when I was in Ireland,” 
Danny says.

Interestingly, when Bob Dylan was asked by 
Liam Clancy if he would mind if the Clancys made 
an album of his songs, Dylan said the same thing. 
“Liam, don’t you realize you’re my heroes?”

“In 1961,” Danny continued, “when John 
Kennedy became president, and the Clancys 
appeared on Ed Sullivan, Ireland had finally 
‘arrived.’ The Clancy Brothers made us proud of 
who we were.

“I used to tour in New York and Chicago 
with my band and ran into them over the years, 
but in 1984, the Clancys and Tommy Makem did 
a famous reunion concert at Avery Fisher Hall in 
Lincoln Center and my band was invited to appear 
with them at Tommy Makem’s Pavillion as a dress 
rehearsal for the big night. All the biggies in folk 
music were in the audience, including Bob Dylan. 
We had to go on after The Clancy Brothers, and 

The brothers Clancy
BY ED CLANCY

Noel Nash, a member of our group told the audience, 
‘This is the most expensive act that ever opened for 
us.’”

“We were in Dallas in 1990 and so were the 
Clancys and I asked them to come to New Orleans, 
and they did, and it was magical. They’re the best”

Caller: “I saw the Clancy Brothers at the Village 
Gate in New York, and Liam, you pulled my sister 
Dolley up on stage, danced a waltz with her and 
gave her a big kiss.”

Liam: “Not only that, I took pleasure in it.”
Liam Clancy was the youngest of the brothers, 

but he’s gone. They’re all gone. Tom died in 1990, 
Paddy in 1998, Bobby in 2002, Tommy Makem in 
2007 and Liam in 2009. I will remember Liam the 
most because after the show at O’Flaherty’s he took 
me aside and introduced me to something called 
Black Bush. It’s the most revered of Irish whiskeys. 
It used to be called Bushmill’s Black Label, but 
everybody called it Black Bush so they changed the 
name. He introduced me to it until three o’clock in 
the morning. I actually remember my drive home to 
Kenner, and I maintain to this day that I drive better 
drunk than I do sober. I must be Irish. And I do know 
“Danny Boy.” 

Ed Clancy can be reached via email at 
edclancy2@aol.com or at his blogsite, ed-clancy.
blogspot.com.
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Latin American News
Financial education available
BY RAFAEL E. SADDY

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444 701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm Mon-Sat 6:30 am - 8 pm
 Sun - 7:00 am to 2 pm

• DINE IN OR TAKE OUT  • 701 W. Esplanade location only! •

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Call Ahead for
 To Go Orders!

Catfish Platters
Fried Shrimp PoBoys

Crawfish and Garlic Pasta
Grilled Tilapia

 
and much, much more!

GREAT SEAFOOD
LENTEN SPECIALS

 

WANTED: NEW ASSOCIATES
We are looking for a few serious people to join our energetic and 
progressive thinking company. You provide the energy and we will 
provide everything you need to become a success in the real estate 
industry. Call (504) 433-6464 for more information.

Williams Office  4140 Willians Blvd. Kenner. LA 70065 

F i n a n c i a l 
services are a 
very important 
part of our daily 
life. Those with a 
good credit score 
can have access to 
various financial 

services. Technological advances in the 
world today have made it possible for 
financial institutions to offer their services 
at a low cost all over the globe, even in the 
remotest areas. However, having access is 
not sufficient if one does not know how to 
take advantage of these services.

It’s important that everyone become 
educated in how to use and protect their 
hard earned money, to put it to work to make 
money and to add financial security.

The Mexican Consulate, ASI Federal 
Credit Union and LACAL have teamed up 
to host financial workshops and a awareness 
program, the first of many to come. The first 
are on March 12 and 16. ASI Federal Credit 
Union serves over 75,000 residents of south 
Louisiana. Since 1961, ASI has made over 
one billion dollars in loans to individuals, 
families and small businesses all across 
south Louisiana.

As a partner of the Mexican Consulate 
and LACAL, ASI takes great pride in 
serving people who have been left behind 
by traditional financial institutions. Their 
members come from many different parts 
of the world and speak many different 
languages but they all share one thing in 
common – they like to save money.

ASI provides financial services in 
helping people apply for a citizenship loan, 
buy their first car, own a home, start a small 
business or send a child to college. They 
also offer low-cost international remittances 
through Directo Mexico and Vigo – IR 
Net as well as Western Union. ASI can 
help a person looking for an ATM card, a 
visa, information about transferring money 
worldwide, an affordable payday loan, 
Quinceañera loans or savings accounts. 
ASI has it all. Undocumented individuals 
are always welcome at ASI. They offer 
an ITIN processing center and they have 

one bilingual branch located at 4137 S. 
Carrollton Avenue in New Orleans.

Community announcements
March 12 &16 – Mexican Consulate 

hosts a financial education workshop and 
awareness program. For information call 
272-2198, extension 110.

March 20 – Latin Council general 
meeting and discussion of issues affecting 
the Hispanic communities. For information 
call 296-3976.

March 23 – Latin American Civic 
Organization of Louisiana (LACAL) 
general meeting and 2012 event planning. 
For information call 296-3976.

March 18 – Unidad Hispanoamericana 
cocktail presentation of contestants for 2012 
pageant at La Estancia Restaurant from 3:00 
to 7:00 p.m. For ticket information call 466-
1483.

March 22 – Unidad Hispanoamericana 
general meeting and planning for 2012 
pageant event. For information call 466-
1483.

March 24 – Pan American Life presents 
Fiesta Sinfónica with Mariachi Vargas de 
Tecalitlán and the Louisiana Philharmonic 
Orchestra at the Morial Convention Center 
Theater. For information call 523-6530 or 
visit www.LPOmusic.com.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – 
The center offers various programs as well 
as access to information and referrals for 
all sorts of issues. For information call 469-
2570.

Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 Hispanic 
TV programs with topics of interest to 
the community every Wednesday at 9:00 
p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more 
information and program schedule go to 
www.kenner.la.us and click on the K-TV 76 
logo.

I leave you with this thought: “Well 
done is better than well said.” 

Rafael E. Saddy is public relations 
officer of the Latin American Civic 
Association of Louisiana (LACAL). 
Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. 
Correspondence for be sent to P.O. Box 
640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

action will move to the Toy Train Museum 
a few blocks down on Williams Boulevard.

“It’s really kind of sad,” says Kenner 
Deputy City Attorney Leigh Roussel. “I’m 
sure that when all this started in the 1990s, the 
idea of museums in Rivertown seemed like 
very progressive thinking. But times change 
and the museums just ran out of steam. I 
think the administration is now thinking that 
once these historic buildings are empty, they 
will have real commercial value. After all, 
they are adjacent to a city of 66,000 as well 
as Metairie and the River Parishes.”

Roussel and auctioneer Bradley Mutz 
think most of the interest will center on the 
contents of the Mardi Gras Museum, which 
includes costumes, invitations to exclusive 
balls and other items associated with Mardi 
Gras including many artifacts that go back to 
the early 20th century.

Roussel said it’s unlikely that the 

auctions will produce any treasure trove of 
revenues for the city of Kenner’s coffers. 
“The auctioneers tell me that collectors of 
Mardi Gras-related items will certainly be 
here and bidding but most items are expected 
to have a value of less than $1,000. The real 
point is to clear these buildings out so their 
commercial value can be explored.”

Herbert LeBlanc, president of a Mardi 
Gras society that documents and collects 
historic items related to Carnival, said, “The 
strong point of this auction at the Mardi Gras 
Museum is that many of the items that will 
be available are one-of-a-kind. As far as we 
know, there are no others like them available 
the public.”

For further information or to find 
out how to participate in the auction call 
ServCorp International, Inc. at 1-800-340-
2185 or visit www.servcorpii.com and www.
slidellauction.com. 

Mardi Gras Museum 
(continued from page 1)
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“11 years experience”

Owner/Installer: Fernando Calore
292-2461

Ceramic - Marble 
Porcelain - Stones

Floors - Backsplashes

FREE ESTIMATES
Call today for 

expert installation by 
Brazilian native 

Fernando.

2158 Kenner Ave. • Kenner, LA
Licensed & Insured

www.bbbconstruction.com

Roofing • Patio Covers • Carports
Glass Rooms • Siding • Window Screens
Windows Re-Screening  • Screen Rooms
Replacement Windows • Pool Enclosures

triple

CONSTRUCTION, CO.

FREE ESTIMATES

Sports
Williams preserveres as Hornets show toughness
BY KEN TRAHAN

A man of faith, Monty 
Williams is an eternal 
optimist, in the literal 
sense. His perspective is big 
picture, beyond the human 

perspective. Based on the hand Williams has been 
dealt this season, that is a good way to look at 
things.

The New Orleans Hornets are severely 
short-handed. Playing without Eric Gordon, 
Carl Landry, Emeka Okafor and Jason Smith for 
weeks, Williams has every pre-meditated excuse 
for the massive losing taking place thus far this 
season.

Frankly, he deserves mulligans and lots of 
them.

The trade that wasn’t, which led to the trade 
that was, which led to the player (Gordon) that 
isn’t, which led to the center that was told to stay 
home only to be asked to come to work, will 
ultimately lead to a new owner, something long 
overdue and desperately needed for a fl edgling 
franchise.

Seattle is close to closing a deal to building a 
new NBA-ready arena. Anaheim is waiting in the 
wings. Williams wishes he had more wings who 
can score.

New Orleans will have an owner soon, likely 
with local ties that bind. That will forever excuse 
the dreaded attendance clause and national talk of 
the uncertain future of the team in the Crescent 
City, truly indicating that the team is “In” New 
Orleans to stay.

Soon, Tom Benson, Gary Chouest or a 
California group led by former NBA player 
and coach Mike Dunleavy is likely to assume 
ownership of the Hornets. Clearly, whoever buys 
the team would like to have a winning product.

Recently, the Hornets emerged from desolation 
to win three consecutive games following a huge 
89-85 victory over the Knicks at Madison Square 
Garden, snapping New York’s seven-game win 
streak. The Knicks promptly rebounded with a 
win over the defending world champion Dallas 
Mavericks.

The Knicks were the hottest team in the 
league, fashioning the win streak behind the 
exploits of Jeremy Lin, who has fashioned so many 
nicknames that he has taken the intelligent action 
of registering many of the surname references 
with trademarks.

Lin is great for the game. He has excited the 
masses in the biggest mass sports market. The guy 
is a great story, inspiring many with his underdog 
status. I admire the guy greatly. He is a very 
intelligent, grounded, pleasant young man. He is 
Asian-American, bringing a wealth of additional 
interest and attention to the NBA and Knicks 
product.

He has an eternal perspective, much like 
Williams, who praised Lin for his game, lifestyle 
and outlook.

Williams and the Hornets exposed Lin’s game, 
forcing him into many mistakes, including nine 
turnovers. Most occurred when Lin penetrated too 
deep into the lane and tried to do too much.

Still, he scored 26 points and handed out fi ve 
assists. He is here to stay, unlike former Hornet 
Baron Davis, who has been reduced to being a 
high-priced cheerleader.

The Hornets winning ways are not here to 
stay. They simply do not have the talent, depth 
and health to sustain success.

That said, you have to be impressed with the 
way they have competed. They are doing it with 
mirrors.

Against the Knicks, the non-existent Hornets 
bench scored a total of seven points – and they 
won the game. That is virtually unheard of at the 
NBA level.

Starters are being called upon to play heavy 
minutes. There will be an effect at some point. By 
then, you hope many of the injured players return 
to boost the ranks.

In the meantime, we are watching Greivis 
Vasquez and Gustavo Ayon develop. Both are 
encouraging. They communicate well, speak the 
language and play well together, providing a 
comfort level for one another.

Vasquez is a big point guard. He can see the 
fl oor and shoot over smaller defenders. He must 
improve his on-the-ball defending and shooting 
but his shot has already gotten better. He should 
remain the starter despite the fact that Jarrett Jack 
has returned from a knee injury.

A consummate team player and leader, even 
when he does not play, Jack is best suited to be a 
sixth-man for the Hornets. He can play 20 to 25 
minutes at the point and as a two-guard, playing 
with Vasquez.

Ayon is learning the game and the English 
language. He has athletic ability, length, a decent 
face-up jump shot and quickness around the rim.

Trevor Ariza has stepped up his game 
offensively by necessity. He has accepted the 
responsibility and is the veteran leader of a young 
team.

Despite his weird season, Chris Kaman has 
handled himself very well. The guy is a pro. It 
appears that he will not be a Hornet for much 
longer but while he is here, he is a solid contributor.

Kaman is a good passer for a big man with a 
good mid-range jump shot. He can rebound and 
block shots despite the fact that he does not have 
a prolifi c low post game and cannot put the ball 
on the fl oor. He opens things up in the paint by 
forcing bigs to come out and guard him away 
from the basket.

Marco Belinelli has come on strong of late, 
putting together his best string of games of the 
season in succession.

With all due respect, the rest of the bench 
often times resembles a D-League lineup. That 
will change when the injured players return.

Williams is persevering, displaying needed 
resiliency in diffi cult times. The Hornets players 
are fi ghting hard, displaying toughness. It is 
encouraging to watch.

Despite a poor record in the midst of a season 
that will end with a lottery pick, Hornets fans can 
appreciate the effort being put forth by a bunch 
of game players with limited game and by a 

coach who continues to persevere under extremely diffi cult 
circumstances beyond his control, continuing to focus on 
the big picture, ignoring the insanity of this season while 
taming “Linsanity” in the process. 

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO 990 
AM/WGSO.com and is president and general manager 
of neworleans.com Sports. Trahan is the also the general 
manager and chairman of the board of the Saints Hall of 
Fame Museum in the Louisiana Superdome, and runs the 
Life Resources Sports Ministry.
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Health

Disorders of 
the rotator cuff 
represent a very 

common cause of shoulder pain. 
The rotator cuff is comprised of four 
tendons that cover the humeral head 
or “ball” of the shoulder joint. The 
rotator cuff is important in guiding 
the shoulder joint through its large 
range of motion. Patients with rotator 
cuff disorders usually report pain 
over the top and side of the shoulder 
and side of the arm associated 
with use of the arm. Shoulder pain 
secondary to rotator cuff disease is 
common among people of various 
ages and activity levels.

The problem can occur not only 
in professional athletes and heavy 
laborers, but also in recreational 
athletes and any individuals that 
perform repetitive overhead 
activities. Rotator cuff disease 
can result from a single traumatic 
event or more commonly from 
overuse. Disorders of the rotator cuff 
represent a spectrum of disease from 
tendon degeneration or tendinosis to 
partial thickness tendon tears to full 
thickness tendon tears. Rotator cuff 
disease is commonly associated with 
“bone spurs” or bony prominences of 
the acromion and acromioclavicular 
(AC) joint, structures found adjacent 
to the rotator cuff. The diagnosis 
of rotator cuff disease is made 
by a careful history and physical 
examination, plain radiographs 
(X-rays) and often an MRI scan 
which provides anatomic detail of 
the rotator cuff tendons.

Many treatment options are 

available for patients with rotator 
cuff problems. Nonsurgical 
treatments include modification 
of activities, use of nonsteroidal 
anti-inflammatory medication, 
physical therapy for strengthening, 
ultrasound, iontophoresis and 
judicious use of subacromial steroid 
injections. Many patients will 
respond to these simple nonsurgical 
treatments.

Surgical options are reserved for 
patients with persistent complaints 
that have been refractory to 
nonsurgical management. Most 
patients with rotator cuff disease can 
be treated with shoulder arthroscopy 
which is surgery performed with a 
camera and motorized instruments 
through very small skin incisions. 
Using shoulder arthroscopy we 
are able to remove inflamed tissue, 
remove bone spurs from the 
acromion and AC joint, and even 
repair a rotator cuff tear usually as 
an outpatient procedure.

Proper diagnosis and treatment 
of this common shoulder problem 
requires an evaluation by your 
orthopedic surgeon. 

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board 
certified orthopedic surgeon with over 
10 years experience. The Orthopedic 
Center for Sports Medicine is a 
multi-specialty center dedicated to 
complete musculoskeletal care with 
focused expertise in shoulder and 
knee injuries. Offices are located in 
Kenner and Metairie. For additional 
information call 467-5900 or visit 
www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

Rotator cuff problems a 
common cause of shoulder pain
BY THOMAS R. LYONS, M.D.

of life issue and a public safety issue 
that has been known about for many 
years but the funding wasn’t available.”

Leader has identified $425,000, 
a combination of Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) funds available 
to Kenner because of the Kenner Loop 
that runs on Williams and safety funds 
from the Department of Transportation 
and Development (DOTD).

The first phase of the project, that 
will eventually run from 32nd Street 
to West Napoleon Avenue on the east 
side of Williams Boulevard, covers 

the area from 32nd Street to the north 
side of Veterans Boulevard. Striping, 
signage, sidewalks, curb cuts, lighting 
and pedestrian signalization will be 
included in this phase.

Williams Boulevard is a state road, 
so the city is working with DOTD on 
design and then bid specifications. 
There is yet no schedule for starting the 
work nor are there estimates as to how 
long the work will take. “These things 
take a lot of planning and scheduling but 
we can all be thankful that the process 
has started,” said Leader. 

Crosswalks
(continued from page 1)

elevated. Stuart Consulting Group is designing the electrical panel changes, 
which cannot begin until state officials sign off on the design plan and will not 
entail the use of any city funds.

The city’s sewer collection system is a gravity system. There has to be a 
high point where the sewer line starts and it flows by gravity to a lower point. 
This low point is where a lift station is located. The lift station pumps the 
sewerage to a force main, which is a high pressure pipe line that eventually gets 
it to the treatment plant. 

Lift stations 
(continued from page 6)
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24-hour electricAl service
7 Days A Week

We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE

BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE

LICENSED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED      OWNER RONNIE BELLACI
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To apply you must . . . 
 

 Meet income eligibility guidelines 
 Have a court ordered eviction notice  

 Be a current resident of the City of Kenner and Provide proof of occupancy and residency - 6 month 
minimum 

 Provide proof of ALL household  income  
 Have a utility bill disconnect notice in applicants name (water, gas, or electricity) 

 Must NOT be on any type of rent subsidy program (Example:  Section 8, Dhap, FEMA, CLC, PHA) 
 PROVIED COPIES OF ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS.  COPIES WILL NOT BE MADE FOR YOU. 

 

 

Comunicado de Prensa  

Programa De Asistencia Con Su Renta Y Utilidades  
¿Está atrasado con su renta?  

¿Tiene un aviso de desalojo por la corte? 
 

El Dpto. de Desarrollo Comunitario podria ayudarle con el pago de la renta atrasada.  

 

Para aplicar debe cumplir con los siguientes requisitos…   
o Debe cumplir con los requisitos de elegibilidad de ingresos 

o Debe tener un aviso de desalojo por la corte si es que requiere ayuda con su renta 	  
o Ser residente de la ciudad de Kenner - proveer comprobantes de residencia – por un mínimo de 6 meses  

o Proveer comprobantes de ingresos de todos los miembros del hogar 

o El solicitante debe tener una factura de desconexión de sus servicios públicos ( agua, gas o electricidad) 

o “ojo” No deben de estar recibiendo asistencia de vivienda (ejemplo: Sección 8, Dhap, FEMA, CLC, PHA) 

o Debe proveer copias de todos los documentos requeridos. NO SE LE HARAN COPIAS. 

 
Las  solicitudes están disponibles en las siguientes oficinas 

 

  
2100 Rev. Richard Wilson Dr., Suite 8 504-468-7588 

OR 
The City of Kenner Martin Luther King Community Resource Center  

1042 31st Street, Kenner, LA   700652 504-466-0697 
           
    

The City of Kenner  . . .working with families to prevent homelessness 

La Ciudad de Kenner...trabajando con las familias para evitare el problema de la falta de vivienda. 

 
 
 

     Michael S. Yenni                                                   Arleeta O. Terrell, Director  
             MAYOR                                                                                                          Community Development Department 
     CITY OF KENNER                                                        

 
 

 

In addition 
to your annual 
spring-cleaning 
ritual take 
some steps to 
save money on 

energy bills this summer and ward off 
big-ticket repairs later on. Here are a 
few things for you (or the handyman) 
to tackle now to “summerize” your 
home and keep it in top shape.

For about $75 to $150, depending 
on the number of units you have, 
a qualifi ed HVAC technician will 
tune up your cooling system to 
manufacturer-rated effi ciency – 
and you won’t sweat the fi rst hot 
weekend with an out-of-commission 
air conditioning system. Sometimes 
you can catch a special deal for a 
lower fee. Dirty coils and fi lters 
make air conditioning systems work 
harder, increasing energy costs and 
possibly damaging your equipment. 
Change your fi lter today and let the 
professionals clean the coils.

Air conditioning systems remove 
moisture from interior air, called 

condensate, which must run off 
outside or into the sewer system. If 
sediment and algae clog the drain 
line, water may back up, making your 
home more humid or creating water 
damage. The technician will check 
the drain line during a tune-up and 
clean it out if required. Newer systems 
have an emergency cut off switch in 
the pan below the air handling unit 
and will shut down the entire cooling 
system if the drain line is clogged.

If you do not have one already, 
consider installing a programmable 
thermostat. Energy Star says that for 
an initial investment of $50 to $100 
for a programmable thermostat, you 
can save about $180 annually on your 
cooling and heating bills.

If the gap around a door or 
window is wider than a nickel, you 
need to reapply exterior caulk. Add 
or replace worn weatherstripping 
around doors making sure that you 
can’t see any daylight from inside 
your home. You’ll save money on 
air conditioning and avoid having to 
repeat this task this fall.

Clean your gutters or have 
someone do it for you. Gutter 
cleaning generally costs $90 to $225 
for a 2,000-square-foot home (with 
about 180 linear feet of gutter). Add 
extensions to downspouts to carry 
water at least three to four feet away 
from your home’s foundation. You 
can use four-inch corrugated plastic 
pipe (about $7 for 10 feet).

You should inspect your roof at 
least twice annually. An easy way 
to inspect the roof to fi nd damaged, 
loose or missing shingles without 
risking life and limb is to use a pair 
of binoculars. Damaged or missing 
shingles are fairly easy to spot. If 
need be, hire a handyman to repair a 
few shingles ($95 to $125 for asphalt 
shingles) or repair fl ashing. If the 
damaged section is more extensive 
you’ll need a roofer (who will charge 
$100 to $350 to replace a 10-by-10-
square-foot area). Check and repair 
breaks in the fl ashing seals around 
vent stacks and chimneys, too.

If you have a lawn irrigation 
system you may be overwatering 

(and wasting money on water bills) 
because the controller is not properly 
set or because of broken or leaky 
components. Perform an operational 
check of your irrigation system.

Even if you clean your clothes 
dryer’s lint trap before every use, the 
vent line will accumulate lint over 
time, like plaque in your arteries. A 
clogged vent can reduce your dryer’s 
effi ciency and create a fi re hazard. You 
can do this one yourself, however, a 
handyman will charge about $75 to 
do the job. 

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed 
professional engineer and licensed 
home inspector and the president 
of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, 
a locally owned consulting 
engineering fi rm specializing in 
residential and commercial building 
inspection services. Dormady can 
be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 
113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, 
or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. 
Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ 
website is www.criterium-dormady.
com.

Home
Spring maintenance
BY DAN DORMADY

well as politicians. While Timmy Teepell 
is no longer Jindal’s chief of staff, his 
family members and colleagues are 
certainly prospering. Teepell’s brother-
in-law, Matt Parker, was selected as 
the governor’s intergovernmental 
affairs director. Teepell’s brother, 
Taylor Teepell, will be the new deputy 
legislative affairs director for the 
governor. Finally, Teepell’s former 
executive assistant, Melissa Mann, will 
be the governor’s new legislative liaison 
for the Department of Transportation 
and Development.

In total, all of these unseemly 
selections are rather typical of Louisiana 
politics. In Forgotston’s view, “these 
appointments are examples of the same-
old-same-old.”

By recycling old politicians, 
Governor Jindal has shut the door 
to new ideas. He has precluded the 
possibility of someone from outside 
of the political system contributing to 
state government. It is doubtful that 
the governor publicized these positions 
and solicited resumes from the best 
and brightest around the state. All he 
seemingly did was call out of work 
politicians.

Hurry all politicians in need of a 
job, call Bobby, he’ll fi nd one for you.

Voters would have expected this in 
an Edwin Edwards administration, but 
not in the administration of supposedly 
reform oriented Bobby Jindal.

In his 2007 campaign for governor, 
Bobby Jindal railed about the corrupt 
political system in Louisiana. He said, 
“For too long, our state has had the 
reputation of being a place where who 
you know is more important than what 
you know.” The statement was true in 
2007 and sadly it is still true in 2012.

It seems the more things change in 
Louisiana, the more they stay the same. 


Jeff Crouere is a native of New 
Orleans and his Louisiana-based 
television program, “Ringside Politics,” 
airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 
10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS television 
station WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 
7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on 
radio station WGSO 990 AM in New 
Orleans and the north shore. Crouere 
is a political analyst for WGNO-TV 
ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.
ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere 
at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

Crouere
(continued from page 5)

 
 

              

                 
 

 
 

To apply you must . . . 
 

 Meet income eligibility guidelines 
 Have a court ordered eviction notice  

 Be a current resident of the City of Kenner and Provide proof of occupancy and residency - 6 month 
minimum 

 Provide proof of ALL household  income  
 Have a utility bill disconnect notice in applicants name (water, gas, or electricity) 

 Must NOT be on any type of rent subsidy program (Example:  Section 8, Dhap, FEMA, CLC, PHA) 
 PROVIED COPIES OF ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS.  COPIES WILL NOT BE MADE FOR YOU. 

 

 

Comunicado de Prensa  

Programa De Asistencia Con Su Renta Y Utilidades  
¿Está atrasado con su renta?  

¿Tiene un aviso de desalojo por la corte? 
 

El Dpto. de Desarrollo Comunitario podria ayudarle con el pago de la renta atrasada.  

 

Para aplicar debe cumplir con los siguientes requisitos…   
o Debe cumplir con los requisitos de elegibilidad de ingresos 

o Debe tener un aviso de desalojo por la corte si es que requiere ayuda con su renta 	  
o Ser residente de la ciudad de Kenner - proveer comprobantes de residencia – por un mínimo de 6 meses  

o Proveer comprobantes de ingresos de todos los miembros del hogar 

o El solicitante debe tener una factura de desconexión de sus servicios públicos ( agua, gas o electricidad) 

o “ojo” No deben de estar recibiendo asistencia de vivienda (ejemplo: Sección 8, Dhap, FEMA, CLC, PHA) 

o Debe proveer copias de todos los documentos requeridos. NO SE LE HARAN COPIAS. 

 
Las  solicitudes están disponibles en las siguientes oficinas 

 

  
2100 Rev. Richard Wilson Dr., Suite 8 504-468-7588 

OR 
The City of Kenner Martin Luther King Community Resource Center  

1042 31st Street, Kenner, LA   700652 504-466-0697 
           
    

The City of Kenner  . . .working with families to prevent homelessness 

La Ciudad de Kenner...trabajando con las familias para evitare el problema de la falta de vivienda. 

 
 
 

     Michael S. Yenni                                                   Arleeta O. Terrell, Director  
             MAYOR                                                                                                          Community Development Department 
     CITY OF KENNER                                                        
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2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm/

Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm/Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

469-3503

Heinken, Coors Light
and Miller Light

MINI-KEG
Ice Cold!

We
Deliver
to your 
Float!
Ice, Beer, Soft Drinks

24 Pack    12 oz.

SUITCASE
Bud	 Coors	Lite
Bud	Lite	 Miller	Lite

Government

Christine Calamari was selected as the city of Kenner’s employee of the month for January 
2012. Calamari is the executive assistant to Jose Gonzalez, director of the city’s Public Works 
Department. Calamari has been employed with the city for the past 10 years. Her certificate 
recognizes her for establishing a reputation as a hard worker and being extremely responsive, 
ambitious, conscientious and unselfish. Calamari was also recognized as a quick learner, taking 
initiative with enthusiasm with immeasurable competent skills. Gonzalez said Calamari is well-
liked for her work ethic and her ability to assist others and says she is truly a team player.

Photo by Barry Sprague

Kenner names Calamari employee of month

On February 2, 2012, Dwan Jones received her employee of the year certificate from the city 
of Kenner. Last year Jones was named as employee of the month and employee for the quarter 
for Kenner. Jones is a bookkeeper for the city’s Community Development Department and was 
presented her award by Mayor Michael S. Yenni, Police Chief Steve Caraway, members of the 
Kenner City Council and the department’s director, Arleeta Terrell.

Photo by Barry Sprague

Jones named city’s employee of the year

zinc screens on inlets that provide 
cathodic protection to avoid corrosion. 
The fi re trucks represent signifi cant 
upgrades over the aged and outmoded 
pumpers in use by the city, including 
greater storage capacity. The Pierce 
PUC Custom Rescue Fire Pumpers 
were purchased from Martin Apparatus 
at a cost of $389,284 respectively. 
They come with a fi fty year structural 
warranty.

The pumper fi re trucks are equipped 
with the latest technology. The new 
trucks can hold 750 gallons of water 
whereas the old fi re trucks could only 
hold 500 gallons.

Mayor Michael S. Yenni credited 
the city attorney’s offi ce with careful 
and effective mediation in procuring 
an insurance settlement for Hurricane 
Katrina damages to the Pontchartrain 
Center in the amount of $3.75 million 
dollars. City offi cials say as a result of 
careful planning and fi scal responsibility 
funds were available in the insurance 
fund balance of the Pontchartrain Center. 
The Kenner City Council rededicated 
some of that Pontchartrain Center fund 
balance to the capital budget to allow 
the fi re department to purchase these 
trucks. Kenner Chief Executive Offi cer 
Mike Quigley said, “In these tight times 
the mayor and council were able to 
creatively fi nd funding and were able 
to be rededicate the insurance money to 
allow us to purchase the much needed 
fi re trucks.”

The fi re trucks were ordered on 
November 21, 2011 and delivery was 
made to the Kenner Fire Department on 
December 20, 2011, within 30 days of 
the specifi ed delivery date. Members of 
the Kenner Fire Department have been 
receiving training from a manufacturer 
representative on the unique features 
of these trucks. The trucks have been 
equipped and properly identifi ed with 
decals and will be assigned to Station 35 
next to Kenner City Hall and to Station 
39, located at 401 Vintage Drive.

Further improvements are in store 
for the Kenner Fire Chief Department. 
Kenner Fire Chief John Hellmers said, 
“I am looking forward to working with 
the administration and the council to 
secure funding for a new 75 foot aerial 
ladder truck as our next addition to the 
Kenner Fire Department fl eet.”

On December 15, 2011 the council 
adopted an ordinance authorizing 
the administration to purchase Self 
Contained Breathing Apparatus 
(SCBAs), face pieces with a “HUD” 
(Head’s Up Display that can be used 
to indicate an evacuation order), air 
cylinders and other related MSA (Mine 
Safety Appliances Company) parts 
costing $293,548.52. Said Hellmers, 
“The additions will improve fi refi ghter 
safety, which will in turn, allow the KFD 
to better serve the public when a rescue 
is needed or an interior fi re attack is 
underway. The SCBAs should be in full 
use in March 2012.”          

Fire department
(continued from page 1)

Big Book Sale at Pontchartrain Center
The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library will hold their semiannual Big Book Sale 

on March 29 until April 1, 2012, at the Pontchartrain Center on Williams Boulevard at the 
lake in Kenner. Hours are Thursday, March 29, through Saturday, March 31 from 10:00 
a.m. until 8:00 p.m. On Sunday, April 1, the hours will be noon to 5:00 p.m. Over 60,000 
gently used books, DVDs, CDs, video tapes, music tapes and records will be offered for 
sale at very reasonable prices. There is an especially good collection of both travel and art 
books.

Cash, checks, Visa, MasterCard and Discover cards will be accepted. Admission is 
free and free parking.

For more information call the Friends of the Library at 455-2665 or email friendsjpl@
Yahoo.com. All proceeds from the sale benefi t the Jefferson Parish Libraries. 
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blockages in safer and more effective 
ways,” says Dr. N’Dandu. Dr. N’Dandu 
has undergone extensive training prior to 
undergoing his two year subspecialist training 
in interventional cardiology, including three 
years in internal medicine and three years in 
traditional cardiology.

“Less than fi ve percent of the patients on 
whom we have performed interventions with 
the drug-eluting stents have had to come back 
for additional treatment,” says Dr. N’Dandu. 
“This is clearly another breakthrough in 
modern medicine that is a step forward in 
the treatment of life-threatening illnesses 
because it is less traumatic for the patient, less 

invasive and has a high degree of success. 
Although still relatively new compared to 
bypass surgery, there are plenty of clinical 
trials to date to support the long term success 
of stents and balloon angioplasty. It should 
be a source of pride that this specialty is 
being practiced at Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner, an outstanding medical facility that 
has certainly impressed me during the course 
of my stay here. The administration here has 
a commitment to bringing the latest and best 
medical technology and practitioners to this 
hospital. There is probably no better example 
of that than their support of interventional 
cardiology.” 

Interventional Cardiology
(continued from page 14)

MARY-SHARON 
HOWLAND

Why did you run for the 
Kenner Council District 3 
position?
I am a candidate for 
Kenner Council because 
I can bring responsible 
leadership, fresh ideas and 
the required discipline to 
our government. I have 
served as a business 
owner, civic leader and 
government manager and 
that has prepared me for 
the challenges ahead of us. 

I want to serve in Kenner government because I love our 
city, and I have strong faith in our ability to lead Louisiana in 
smart growth. I hope to restore our retail base, beautify our 
city and strengthen our infrastructure.

What qualifi cations do you have that you think will make 
you a good councilman?
I am the only candidate who has not only successfully run 
my own business, but also has led a government offi ce to 
its highest productivity with a near 50 percent decrease in 
expenses and actively guided our city’s largest business 
group as well. I know the job of a councilmember, and 
furthermore, I have trained to move into the role and be 
effective immediately. I have good relationships with our 
leaders, so, I will have the support of them when it comes 
to promoting positive change for our district. Most of all, at 
a time when political bickering is overshadowing the city’s 
progress I am a consensus builder who will lead by bringing 
diverse opinions together into common goals. I am ready 
to serve and I will dedicate myself fully to building a better 
Kenner.

What do you want to accomplish if elected to the position?
I want to work with the administration to manage the 
Laketown expansion developing a “footprint” for this 
beautiful jewel of our city. I would like to continue the fi ght 
against blight and will work with the city attorney to review 
and revise code enforcement ordinances. I want to ensure 
that the police and fi re departments are properly staffed and 
funded. I’ll work to continue to improve our drainage system, 
sewerage system and streets. We need to strengthen our retail 
base and turn empty stores into thriving new businesses. I 
want to create a spark that will bring new families to our 
city. And, I want to help ignite the rebirth of our city with 
new families, businesses and opportunity. I’d like to create a 
dialogue on our council that looks ahead instead of looking 
back. I want to build a promising future for Kenner, while 
supporting the visions of the mayor, council and people of 
District 3.

KEITH REYNAUD
Why did you run for the 
Kenner Council District 3 
position?
I have been an active member 
in the Kenner community 
since moving here in 1975 
both giving and seeing the 
rewards of public service. 
After many years and hours of 
hard work in our community, I 
have now decided to offer my 
years of successful business 
experience, community 
involvement and charitable 
service to help shape the 

direction and growth of Kenner and our district with no new 
taxes but instead through economic development.

What qualifi cations do you have that you think will make 
you a good councilman?
My 38 years of business experience founding one of this 
city’s oldest successful and national award winning HVAC 
businesses and my civic, community and charitable service, 
working in leadership roles as president of Driftwood Park 
Country Club, past president of the Kenner YMCA board, one 
of the organizers of Families helping Families the Corcoran 
Family fundraiser, past vice president and treasurer for 
MAC (Motorcycle Awareness Campaign), serving on the 
Blue Knights fundraiser committee and active member of 
Driftwood Park Civic Association among many others, give 
me the knowledge and experience to be our next councilman 
for District 3.

What do you want to accomplish if elected to the position?
My plan for District 3 and Kenner is for growth through 
economic development, such as developing Laketown with 
restaurants, shops and family venues that will improve our 
city’s image, create jobs, increase our tax base and reduce 
crime. I believe this development would also help increase the 
rentals and marketing of the Pontchartrain Center which the 
city has had to subsidize every year. I will also work to try to 
get shuttered commercial properties back into commerce such 
as the old Trauth’s Catfi sh House on Williams Boulevard. I 
will also fi ght blight by proposing more aggressive code 
sweeps and tougher ordnances. I will work with the current 
administration on the continued improvements/upgrades to 
our sewerage system, increased road improvement projects, 
beautifi cation projects and propose ordnances for homeowner 
and city shared sidewalk repair projects. I’ll work with our 
police chief on crime prevention through increased awareness 
and education with better communication between residents 
and the police department. As a successful businessman I am 
committed to the above without any new taxes.

JOSEPH “JOE” 
BERTHELOT

Why did you run for the 
Kenner Council District 
3 position?
I had no political 
aspirations before 
Hurricane Katrina. 
Because of my elderly 
mother, I did not 
evacuate. During the 
weeks and months 
following the storm, I 
witnessed fi rsthand the 
breakdown of parish and 

city government. I want to be involved in government 
that acts, not reacts.

What qualifi cations do you have that you think will 
make you a good councilman?
I believe my experience managing budgets and interacting 
with individuals on all educational and economic levels for 
45 years as a band director in the Jefferson Parish Public 
Schools and as the director of the Jefferson Community 
Band will bring valuable skills to the Council. I am not 
connected to any former or current elected offi cial nor 
have I received any political endorsements or business 
contributions. I am not actively seeking donations or 
sponsoring fundraisers. I will be an independent voice on 
the council. The only people I will be obligated to will 
be the voters of District 3. I am a retired teacher and will, 
therefore, devote all of my time to the people of District 
3. This will not be a part time job for me.

What do you want to accomplish if elected to the 
position?
I want to be the fulltime voice and advocate for the 
people of District 3. I will devote 100 percent of my 
time to the district. I want to insure that the $22 million 
loan from the state for city sewer repairs is spent wisely 
and honestly with total transparency. All contracts 
will be reviewed to be certain they are awarded to the 
most qualifi ed applicants. I intend to improve the city’s 
playgrounds and activities for children and support 
senior citizen programs. I will insure that these items 
will be fully funded in the budget. To improve the image 
of the city I will work to enhance city code requirements 
for the development of commercial property. I want to 
further develop Kenner’s lakefront as a recreational area. 
I will solicit businesses to submit plans for activities 
including a water park and volleyball/sports center.

Thursday, March 8 and 22, 2012

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

• Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
• Be A Confident Public Speaker • Improve Profitability

The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner
THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

KENNER DISTRICT 3 COUNCIL CANDIDATES ANSWER QUESTIONS

ELECTION DAY -  SATURDAY,  MARCH 24,  2012  •  HOURS: 6:00 AM -  8:00 PM
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd., Kenner  

• 24 hour access available
• climate/non-climate controlled  
• video surveillence  
• onsite management  
• high & dry  
• we accept your deliveries
• hurricane wind rated
• 140,000 square feet
• state-of-the-art construction
• commercial inventory & materials storage
• household goods  
• business records
• classic & vintage car storage

www.bigeasyselfstorage.com

ONE MONTH FREE! 
MoVe iN sPeCials aVailaBle!
468-3474

HURRICANE PROTECTION!

Highest wind-rated storage in Kenner!
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www.facebook.com/bigeasyselfstorage

Call for details!
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