
Spurred by surveys show-
ing Kenner as an aging suburban 
city like most its size, Mayor 
Michael S. Yenni’s Economic De-
velopment Committee – working 
with consultants – has come up 
with a vision for the city’s future 
that calls for cooperation with 

Louis Armstrong New Orleans International 
Airport along with a concerted effort by the city 
to reverse declining quality of life trends and 
hopefully attract a new generation of families 
and businesses.

“As the committee reviewed the surveys, 
it has become apparent the city of Kenner has 
paralleled a suburban trend of increasing com-
plexity and emerging challenges. Demographic 
and socio-economic data reveal that Kenner 
is growing more diverse and the income profile for the community has 
declined somewhat,” said Mayor Yenni. “We need to do what other com-

munities have to reverse the trend of suburban decline by making aggres-
sive efforts to reinvent and upgrade our city.”

A plan for Kenner’s future called “Kenner 2030 – A Strategic Plan 
For A Prosperous Future” was produced by GCR Associates, headed by 
Greg Rigamer. The plan said there were three main questions that Ken-
ner’s leadership had to answer: Where are we right now? Where do we 
want to go? How do we want to get there?

“The answer to the first question was that we are fortunate to live in 
a city with a strong economy, safe streets and 
stable neighborhoods, but we face some chal-
lenges. To preserve those qualities, we realize 
that we must be vigilant,” said Mayor Yenni. 

“The answer to the second question was that we 
seek to be a vibrant growing city with sufficient 
income to fund government services, a strong 
economy, a vibrant middle class, excellent 
schools, strong police department, residential 
areas with rising property values and aging 

areas of the city beautified. The answer to the third question is that we 

What kind of city will Kenner be in 2030?
By Allan Katz
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The city of Kenner’s Christmas Village will open on Friday, No-
vember 30, 2012. The Christmas Village moved to Rivertown last year.

Ken Marroccoli, Kenner’s Director of Parks and Recreation, said, 
“Santa is planning on being at Christmas Village every Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday from November 30 through Saturday, December 22 
and will be available for pictures every day the 
Christmas Village is open.”

Marroccoli said Santa will arrive at 
Christmas Village on November 30 at 5:30 
p.m. Mayor Michael S. Yenni will greet 
Santa and throw the switch to light up the 
village while a snow machine will turn 
Christmas Village into a winter wonder-
land. Christmas Village hours are 5:30 
p.m. until 8:30 p.m. Admission and park-
ing are free, non-profit organizations will 
be offering food and drink for purchase and live groups 
will entertain Christmas Village visitors.

“Rivertown has turned out to be a much better location from ev-
ery standpoint,” said Marroccoli. “Just about every building from the 
tracks to the river will be decorated with Christmas lights and decora-
tions. Rivertown will be a Christmas wonderland.”

In addition, the Kenner Planetarium in Rivertown will be open 
each Saturday for the “Laser Holidays” show at 7:00 p.m. Tickets will 
be discounted to $2 per person.

For more information on Kenner’s Christmas Village call 468-7231.   

Santa Claus is coming to “Rivertown” 

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni

Charter amendments, 
parish toll proposition, 
state Constitutional 
amendments, U.S. 
reps elections also on 
presidential ballot

 page 23

When Kenner voters go to the polls on election day, Tues-
day, November 6, 2012, they will not only be voting for the presi-
dent and vice president of the United States, they will be faced 
with city of Kenner Home Rule charter amendment proposi-
tions, a parishwide proposition, nine state Constitutional 
amendments and the election of two U.S. Representatives.

SAMPLE BALLOT
www.sos.la.gov

Kenner residents will see two Home Rule Charter amend-
ment propositions on the ballot. The first amendment provides 
for the restriction of political activity for nonelected city of 
Kenner employees on behalf of a city candidate in city of Ken-
ner elections. If voted in this amendment would prevent city 
employees appointed to their positions from campaigning on 
behalf of candidates in any city elections. The second amends 
Section 2.09 of the city’s charter requiring contracts with a val-
ue of $100,000 or more to be ratified through ordinance by the 
Kenner City Council. This amendment, if passed, would now 
mean that the City Council would have to approve any profes-
sional contracts that exceed $100,000.

The Jefferson Parish proposition is about renewing and 
collecting the Crescent City Connection $1 bridge toll or 40-
cent toll-tag fee from January 1, 2013 through December 31, 
2033 dedicating the revenue for specific purposes.

Kenner voters in precincts K001 through K013A, K014, 
K016 thru K020, K025, K027, K028, K034 and K035 will be 
able to pick a U.S. Representative for the 1st Congressional 
District. In the race are Gary King (R), M.V. “Vinny” Mendoza 
(D), “Steve” Scalise (R), David “Turk” Turknett (No Party) and 
Arden Wells (No Party). In the other U.S. Representative race 

“We need to do what other 
communities have to reverse the  

trend of suburban decline by making 
aggressive efforts to reinvent  

and upgrade our city.”

ELECTION DAY
Tuesday, November 6

Polls open 6:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

During the week of November 5, 
2012, the city of Kenner, through its 
Community Development Department, 
will be sponsoring a community food 
drive for the Kenner Food Bank. This 
drive will also include local schools, 
Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies 
and Archbishop Chapelle High School, 

who will also conduct food drives to help stock the Kenner Food Bank.

“Statistics show that the state of Louisiana continues to top the 
nation with one in four children five years old and under at risk for 
hunger. Our state has the second highest rate of poverty in the United 
States. One of every eight people in Louisiana struggles with hunger. 
These are often hard-working adults, children and seniors who simply 
cannot make ends meet. It could be an elderly neighbor, your child’s 
classmate, a co-worker or member of your church. Most of us simply 
have no idea that we are in close contact with people affected by  

Holiday food drive sponsored by Kenner in November
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Kenner a key member of 
six-parish alliance seeking 
flooding solutions
 By Allan Katz

Six Southeastern Louisiana parishes have joined together to 
fight for funds and responsiveness from the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers when it comes to preventing flooding in the wake of heavy 
rainstorms and hurricanes.

At the center of the coalition is the city of Kenner, represented 
by Mayor Michael S. Yenni, who says the alliance is a good idea long 
overdue.

Mayor Yenni is in agreement with Garret Graves, director of 
the governor’s Office of Coastal Activities, and Jefferson Parish Pres-
ident John Young, both of whom say the Corps of Engineers takes too 
long to approve and complete projects that can head off flooding in 
Southeastern Louisiana.

Joining together in the coalition are St. John the Baptist Par-
ish, St. Tammany Parish, St. Bernard Parish, Tangipahoa Parish, St. 
Charles Parish and Jefferson. Young says the recent flooding follow-
ing Hurricane Isaac makes clear the point that the Corps’ model 
for designing and implementing protection for the region is broken. 
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Kenner’s Magical 

Christmas Village
Kenner’s Magical 

Christmas Village
Opens November 30
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays • 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Opens November 30
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays • 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Santa visits and photos! • Food & Entertainment

“Special Kick-off Performance”  
by Benny Grunch & the Bunch on Nov. 30 from 5:30-8:30

Dwaino the Clown every Fri & Sat

Storytelling in St. Mary’s Chapel at 7pm on Fridays

“Laser Holidays” in Kenner’s Planetarium at 7pm on Saturdays

Face painting, local dance groups, choirs and more!

Admission & parking are FREE • For more information call 468-7231

1112_Christmas Village.indd   1 10/29/12   10:00 AM

On Tuesday through Friday by appointment only, 10 or more people.

Call 468-7231 for reservations or info.

Admission: Adults, $6 per show; Children/Seniors, $5 per show
Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

Hubble vision
Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

View the wonders of the universe as never before in this visually stunning and in-depth planetarium 
show! Hubble Vision brings into focus the vastness of outer space by detailing the discoveries made by 
the Hubble Space Telescope. See glorious images of planets, nebulae, star clusters, galaxies, and more. 
You’ll never be so close to objects so far away again!

Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.
Running time: 45 minutes
Narrated By Meryl Streep, HURRICANE ON THE BAYOU carries 
audiences on a journey deep into the soulstirring heart of 
Louisiana - before, during and after the unprecedented 
devastation of Hurricane Katrina. HURRICANE ON THE BAYOU 

follows a group of four musicians, both legendary and rising, as they uncover the electrifying culture 
of New Orleans; explore the beautiful, alligator filled bayous on airboats; recount their personal stories 
of Katrina; and most of all, bring the focus to the rapidly disappearing wetlands that are New Orleans’ 
first line of defense against deadly storms.

Laser holidays
Saturdays – 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes

Children and adults alike will surely find the holiday spirit in this spectacular  
laser-filled presentation of seasonal holiday music! Feel the excitement as Frosty, Rudolph  

and other holiday favorites are brought to life through a dazzling display of laser lights and music! 
Selections range from the classics of Nat King Cole to the modern melodies of Mariah Carey!

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

AND

1112_PlanetariumAd.indd   1 10/27/12   10:02 AM

December 9, 2012 
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

Kenner Pavilion

Join us for a Holiday celebration  
for the whole family!  

Come in your holiday’s best and enjoy tea,  
breakfast treats, activities and more. 

Santa and Mrs. Claus will be there  
for pictures and story time.

Call 468-7628 for 
more information

Tickets $35  
(admits 2)

VIP Tickets $45

 

 

 

1112_KS_Holiday Tea.indd   1 10/27/12   10:05 AM
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Medical Center – Kenner

TM
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Race card being played once again 
By Jeff Crouere

A new and un-
precedented partner-
ship is developing be-
tween the Louis Arm-
strong New Orleans 
International Airport 

and the city of Kenner. Much of the credit is being 
given to Iftikhar Ahmad, the director of aviation, who 
came here three years ago and is trying to set in motion 
plans for a new terminal at the airport that could cost 
as much as $1 billion.

The history of the airport in Kenner has not 
always been a pretty picture but Mike Quigley, chief 
administrative officer for the city of Kenner, says that 
was then and this is now. “Ahmad and Mayor Mitch 
Landrieu of New Orleans have opened the door to us,” 
says Quigley. “Their watchword is transparency and 
they have treated the administration of Mayor Yenni as 
a respected partner in the future development of the 
airport.”

From Quigley’s point of view, this inclusive part-
nership could not have developed at a better time. Due 
to the prolonged national recession bringing stagnant 

sales tax revenue, Kenner has serious financial prob-
lems. In addition, Kenner is a suburb showing its age. 
Kenner’s trend lines are not encouraging and a shot in 
the arm is needed to revitalize the city. Quigley feels 
that the development of Armstrong International into 
a 21st century regional airport serving more than 10 
million passengers a year will bring new investment, 
development and increased sales taxes.

Under Ahmad’s direction and with Mayor 
Landrieu’s approval, the airport has taken a major step 
in retaining the engineering firm of Parsons Brincker-
hoff to make a recommendation about a new airport 
terminal. Should it be moved to the north side of the 
airport land? Should it be moved to the west side of the 
airport? Should a new terminal be built right where 
the existing terminal has been since 1947? Or, should 
nothing be done? The answer will have a major impact 
on the area’s economy and growth.

Quigley and members of Kenner’s business lead-
ership, like banker Jim Hudson, sit on the airport’s key 
committees, working with the consultant keeping the 
city of Kenner in the loop. The terminal recommenda-
tion is due on Mayor Landrieu’s desk on March 21, 2013. 
A lot of chips are riding on the outcome of the Parsons 

Brinckerhoff study and Quigley is optimistic that good 
things are going to come out of this effort.

“Mayor Yenni and I believe that Ahmad and Mayor 
Landrieu want to do something big at the airport,” says 
Quigley. “Even though Armstrong International has 
never had a passenger volume as high as 10 million, it 
is still the biggest and best regional airport in Louisi-
ana, Arkansas and Mississippi. Ahmad believes that 
if properly developed, this airport could serve those 
three states and parts of Texas, Florida and Alabama 
with an annual passenger volume of much more than 
10 million. That level of traffic would have a huge im-
pact not just on New Orleans, but on Kenner, Jefferson 
Parish and the entire River Region. How could we pre-
tend that the airport isn’t important or that it isn’t an 
asset?”

Quigley says one of the most important aspects of 
this new relationship between Armstrong Internation-
al and Kenner is Ahmad’s assurance that the airport 
doesn’t need any more land than it has right now nor 
does it need to change the configuration of the exist-
ing runways. “That’s really very important to us,” says 
Quigley. “They’ve assured us there will be no purchases 
of additional land or expropriations. Those guarantees 

are important to the city of Kenner and its residents.”
Also a plus is Ahmad’s concerns about airport 

noise, environmental impact, traffic, drainage and 
air quality as those things relate to the city of Kenner. 

“Those issues are important to the city, administration, 
the City Council, the economic development commit-
tee and our citizens. Ahmad’s view is that Kenner, as 
a partner in the development of the airport, has every 
right to be assured that the quality of life in our com-
munity will be improved by the development of the air-
port, not caused to deteriorate,” says Quigley.

Yenni is the first Kenner mayor ever to enter into 
such a compatible relationship with the airport and the 
New Orleans administration. In a sense, Yenni is plac-
ing a bet that Ahmad and Mayor Landrieu are going to 
go for big airport improvements that will spill over to 
the Kenner economy, producing jobs, tax revenue and 
generating new investments. And, Yenni’s bet includes 
the stipulation that Ahmad and Landrieu will play fair 
and won’t saddle Kenner with expansion-related bur-
dens. “We are very optimistic,” says Quigley.   

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bell-
south.net.

A new partnership – Armstrong International and city of Kenner
By Allan Katz

from The Editor

Political

In the past sev-
eral weeks, Twitter 
has been abuzz with 
death threats against 
Mitt Romney, as well as 

vows by some Obama supporters to riot if he loses. It is 
so prevalent that the Secret Service has been forced to 
investigate. This is very disturbing for our country has 
always enjoyed a peaceful transfer of power from one 
administration to the next.

Regarding the presidential election, it is in-
cumbent for Americans of all political persuasions to 
accept the result, no matter who wins. Hopefully, our 
country will unite behind whatever president is elect-
ed in the spirit of bi-partisan cooperation. The stakes 
are too high for our nation to remain divided. There is 
no excuse for violence or threats of violence. This type 
of behavior is both un-American and very dangerous to 
our political system. 

Hopefully, the Obama campaign will control their 
supporters or issue a statement from the president 
condemning hateful messages and threats against his 
opponent. He might want to start with his campaign co-
chair, actress Eva Longoria. She recently posted to her 
four million Twitter followers, “I have no idea why any 
woman/minority can vote for Romney. You have to be 
stupid to vote for such a racist/misogynistic tw*t.” Even 
liberal commentator Alan Colmes expressed outrage 
about Longoria’s actions and recommended that she 
be fired from the Obama campaign.

It is completely hopeless to attempt to reason 
with the president’s most enthusiastic media sup-
porter, Chris Matthews of MSNBC. In the aftermath 
of the final presidential debate, Matthews unleashed 
another dose of unadulterated liberal hate. He claimed 
that Romney supporters are mainly fueled by racial 
animus toward Obama.

According to Matthews, “I think they hate Obama. 
They want him out of the White House more than they 
want to destroy Al Qaeda. Their number one enemy in 

the world right now, on the right, is their hatred, ha-
tred for Obama. And we can go into that…about racial 
hatred in many cases…his isn’t about being a better 
president, they want to get rid of this president.”

Of course such a notion is ridiculous and Mat-
thews offered no evidence for his outlandish allega-
tions. This type of insulting commentary has been con-
tinually presented by liberals during the Obama term. 
It is a way that liberals use to discredit criticism of the 
president.

In fact, critics have plenty of reasons to oppose 
Obama other than his race, namely his economic, for-
eign and social policies. Millions of Americans are in 
worse shape today after four years of the president’s 
agenda. Among many hard working Americans there is 
understandable opposition to a second term for Presi-
dent Obama. Nevertheless, this desire for change is 
definitely not the attitude of the president’s supporters 
in the media who are totally invested in his agenda and 
will go to extreme measures to support his re-election. 

One familiar media tactic is to charge the presi-
dent’s opponents with racism. In the liberal fantasy 
world, all conservatives oppose Obama because of his 
skin color. Yet, many of these same conservatives sup-
port African American Republican leaders like Con-
gressman Allen West (R-FL) and Congressman Tim 
Scott (R-SC). Many of Obama’s harshest critics were 
members of the “Cain Train” and supported African 
American businessman Herman Cain’s presidential 
candidacy. Such support is quite curious if these con-
servatives are somehow racists.

Of course there is still some racism in America, 
but it exists among all races, not just white conser-
vatives. Overall, this country has made remarkable 
strides since the days of Jim Crow laws. For example, a 
relatively unknown African American U.S. Senator was 
elected as the 44th president of the United States in 
2008. Barack Obama was not politically harmed by his 
race, instead, he benefited from it.

The media gave Barack Obama a free pass in 

that election and did not properly investigate his back-
ground and questionable associations. In effect, the 
media became outright cheerleaders for his election.

As a result, Barack Obama received 43 percent 
of the white vote, a higher percentage than previous 
Democratic presidential candidates, such as Al Gore 
in 2000 or John Kerry in 2004. Obviously, a country of 
racists would not have elected Obama in the first place. 
Today, some of his supporters have abandoned him, but 
it is not due to his race, it is because of his record in 
office.

In the final days of the campaign, liberals will use 
the racism charge to bolster the support level for the 
president. Hopefully, Americans will not feel pressured 
to vote for Obama because of his race for it should not 
be a factor in this election.

This electoral referendum on President Obama 
should be based on his performance in office, not his 
skin color. Simply, Americans who want four more 
years of Obama’s policies should vote for the president 
while voters, who want change, should vote for Rom-
ney and disregard race baiting rhetoric from Chris Mat-
thews and others.

In this election, all Americans should renounce 
racist scare tactics and instead focus on coming togeth-
er behind the winner and working toward bi-partisan 
solutions for the many important problems we face in 
this country.    

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and 
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside 
Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 
p.m. Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, 
Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. 
weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New 
Orleans and the north shore. Crouere is a political 
analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s web-
site at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere 
at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Government 

Lori and Kevin Guffey

We Saved an AllState client over $1400 
and lowered their hurricane deductible by $10,000

We can save you money, too!

0412_Guffey.indd   1 3/23/12   6:07 PM

reservations@kpba.biz

Join Us For An Event.
We Invite Your Membership.

The Kenner Professional  
Business Association’s

MonThly luncheon

Tuesday, november 27
Kenner MAyor 

MichAel S. yenni
Topic: State of the city

E-mail reservations@kpba.biz to make  
luncheon reservations

Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. Meeting at 12:00

chateau Golf & country club
3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner

1112_KPBA.indd   1 10/27/12   10:20 AM

As the 2012 hol-
iday season quickly 
approaches, the city 
of Kenner is in full 
swing with a variety 

of successful events that are enjoyed by residents 
and visitors of all ages. This year’s line-up of fun-
filled events will present opportunities to gener-
ate contributions for many charitable causes 
throughout the city and provide extra holiday 
cheer for those in need.

For the second year in a row, Rivertown 
had the pleasure of being chosen as the home 
of Deutsches Haus’ Oktoberfest. A three-week-
end festival, Deutsches Haus, along with myself 
and the City Council, kicked off this year’s fes-
tivities on October 12. After its second week-
end, Deutsches Haus reported crowds of nearly 
5,000, which well exceeded their expectations. 
The event featured authentic German food, 
music and beer, as well as crafts and activities 
for all ages. In just two short years, this has be-
come a popular Kenner favorite.

In addition to the Oktoberfest celebra-
tion, the month of October also featured fun-
draising events promoted and organized by 
the City Volunteer Committee (CVC). The CVC 
continued its fundraising efforts by hosting a 
“Stars and Spikes” volleyball tournament at 
Coconut Beach, which raised over $6,000 and 

a “Guns n’ Hoses” cabbage ball tournament 
at Muss Bertolino Playground, which raised 
over $13,000. The proceeds from these events 
were donated to the families of the late depu-
ties, Jeremy Triche and Brandon Nielsen of the 
St. John Parish Police Department, who were 
shot in an ambush in August of this year. These 
fundraisers attracted crowds who enjoyed good 
food, music, and games while united in sup-
port for these fallen 
officers and their 
families.

The month of 
November promises 
to bring more good-
will and celebration 
throughout the city 
of Kenner. Monday, 
November 5, 2012 kicks off the annual city of 
Kenner Food Drive, organized by the Kenner 
Community Development Department. This 
is another effort to ensure that the Kenner 
Food Bank is adequately supplied throughout 
the holiday season. Various drop-off locations, 
which include all Kenner fire stations and 
gyms will accept donations of canned, boxed 
and non-perishable food items through Novem-
ber 10, 2012. Please contact the Community 
Development Department at 468-7588 or visit 
www.kenner.la.us for more information.

The traditional Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast, 
which benefits the Kenner Food Bank, is spon-
sored by Kenner City Events and scheduled for 
Thursday, November 16, 2012 at Chateau Golf 
and Country Club. This morning of reflection 
will feature New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu 
as well as former Lieutenant Governor James 
“Jimmy” Fitzmorris. These civic leaders will 
share their stories and inspirational words 

regarding the importance 
of faith and leadership. For 
prayer breakfast ticket in-
formation please contact 
559-5472.

Shortly following the 
prayer breakfast, “Sipping 
with Santa” is scheduled 
for November 27, 2012. I am 

hosting this event in conjunction with my wife, 
Michelle, as well as Police Chief Steve Caraway 
and his wife, Karen. This event was started to 
obtain donations and raise funds for the Ken-
ner Food Bank. It has gained great popularity 
over the past years as it features appetizers, 
holiday martinis, wine, door prizes, raffles and 
a Santa’s Secret Shopping Village. Sipping with 
Santa is a great way to start off your holiday 
giving for a great local cause. For Sipping with 
Santa ticket information please contact 467-
1351.

The common theme among the Mayor’s 
Prayer Breakfast, Sipping with Santa and the 
city of Kenner 2012 Food Drive is the effort 
to support the Kenner Food Bank, which uti-
lizes the extra assistance to keep its shelves 
adequately stocked during the busy holiday 
season. With the help of these three events, 
the food bank has been able to accommodate 
thousands of citizens in need over the past 
years and we will continue to ensure that the 
necessary resources are provided.

Finally, we are excited to announce that 
the opening of Christmas Village in Rivertown 
this year is scheduled for November 30, 2012. 
The grand opening will feature “Benny Grunch 
and the Bunch” as well as beautiful holiday dé-
cor and the annual Christmas tree lighting. The 
Christmas Village will remain open through 
Sunday, December 23. This holiday favorite 
will feature the talent of students from local 
schools, choirs and various other organizations 
as well as activities for children of all ages.

This holiday season will be another busy 
one for the city and I look forward to the suc-
cess of each of these events. I encourage ev-
eryone to come out and join the fun with their 
friends and families.    

Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240  
or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Kenner busy with successful events as the holiday season approaches
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor

If I had a dol-
lar for every time 
I was asked that 
question, my entire 

department could retire. To be fair though, it’s 
not an incorrect assumption. It is just very in-
complete.

The city of Kenner’s Purchasing Depart-
ment does, in fact, purchase all “fixed assets” 
– office supplies, materials and property for 
city departments. But that is just a percentage 
of what we do. Our staff is also responsible for 
administering public bids, Requests for Propos-
als (sometimes called RFPs) and Statements 
of Qualifications for professional services, as 
well as maintaining an accurate inventory of all 
items owned by the city. This is all accomplished 
with strict adherence to Louisiana State Public 
Bid Laws, provisions set forth by Kenner’s Home 
Rule Charter and city ordinances.

An accomplishment of which we are most 
proud is the staff’s work before, during, and af-
ter Hurricane Isaac. In the spring of 2012, work 
began on securing contracts for storm events, 
including debris collection, removal and moni-
toring, and food-related services for emergency 
workers. By mid-summer, all contracts were in 
place and ready to go. At the height of Hurricane 
Isaac, for example, food was served three times 
a day to 160 municipal and fire department em-
ployees and an additional 225 meals three times 
a day for police officers and support staff, with 

each meal marked and recorded. This continued 
for five days while city employees were on duty 
24-hours a day, keeping our citizens safe. That 
totals close to 5,800 meals for the entire week!

Debris collection alone was a massive un-
dertaking in Kenner. Cleanup (including the re-
moval of large trees and debris from roadways) 
literally began before the winds died down, and 
continued for weeks afterwards. Even our as-
sistant director, Mickey Lloyd, deployed into 
the streets for three and a half weeks, acting as 
liaison between Ceres (debris collection and re-
moval contractor), Shaw Group (contract moni-
tors), the mayor’s office and the City Council. He 
personally relayed information regarding collec-
tion hot spots and other areas with pickup is-
sues to the contractors to make sure these were 
taken care of as quickly as possible.

Our staff of six employees went above and 
beyond the call of duty during Isaac, and thanks 
to them, the city was able to bounce back as fast 
as possible. I could not be prouder of their work.

If you have any questions regarding the 
city’s purchasing department give us a call at 
468-7261.    

Theresa L. Nevels is the director of the city 
of Kenner’s Purchasing Department located at 
1801 Williams Boulevard on the fourth floor 
of the Lentini Building. The phone number is 
468-7261 and the department’s email address is 
purchasing@kenner.la.us.

“So, your department just buys 
office supplies, right?”
By Theresa L. Nevels – Kenner Purchasing Director

“I encourage everyone to  

come out and join the fun with 

their friends and families.”
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Government 

No matter how 
old your children are, 
you always worry 
about their safety 
and their where-

abouts – and for good reason. Child predators 
will always be out there, so it’s important to take 
precautionary steps to ward off the threat. The key 
to preventing this heinous crime is learning what 
safety precautions to teach your children about, 
taking certain precautions yourself and always 
alerting your local law enforcement agency of any 
suspicious activity.

Preventing child abduction starts before your 
child is even born. Before your baby arrives, it’s 
a good idea to inquire about your hospital’s secu-
rity procedures. Be watchful over newborns and 
familiarize yourself with staff members that will 
have contact with you and your baby. Have a color 
photo and footprints taken as well as a description 
of your infant. Also, consider the risks associated 
with publishing birth announcements and display-
ing signs, wreaths or other baby décor outside your 
home. This could alert potential abductors of your 
newborn’s arrival and whereabouts.

Informing our children of improper adult in-
teraction can make a world of difference if they are 
ever in a compromising situation with a stranger. 
Tell your children to never talk to strangers, even 
if they appear to be friendly. Predators have been 
known to offer children gifts, ask them for direc-

tions, ask them to help look for a lost pet or ask the 
child to come with them because their mother or 
father is hurt, all in an attempt to lure them away 
from safety. Tell your children to run away from 
these people and if a police officer is not around, to 
seek out help from another parent. If your children 
are old enough to stay home alone, instruct them 
to always keep the doors locked, never to open the 
door for strangers and not to leave the house with-
out your permission. Have them inform unknown 
callers that their parents are busy and that they’ll 
take a message. If your child will be arriving home 
alone, instruct them to check for signs of forced en-
try before entering the home and designate a safe 
place for them to go should they need to vacate the 
home for any reason. Remind your kids to never 
play or take shortcuts in deserted spaces, such as 
wooded areas and vacant lots. Whether your child 
is home alone or out with friends, have them check 
in with you periodically via telephone and check in 
on them yourself.

Never put your child’s name on any of their 
clothing, hats, schoolbags or any other articles 
where people can see it. Children are less likely 
to fear someone who knows their name, thereby 
giving an abductor the chance to gain their trust. 
Establish a secret code word with your children 
and teach them not to go with a stranger for any 
reason, unless they know the secret word. It’s also 
a good idea to discuss certain scenarios with your 
child, asking them if they would know what to do 

in certain situations of danger. Make sure your 
children know their full name, complete address, 
home phone number, your work contact informa-
tion and emergency numbers. It’s crucial that chil-
dren know how to dial 911 in case of an emergency. 
Should they need to, 911 can be called from any pay 
phone free of charge.

The Internet is another tool predators use 
to track down children, particularly on Facebook, 
Twitter and other social media web sites. Instruct 
your children never to give out any personal infor-
mation online without your permission. Warn them 
that posting personal information and pictures on-
line that clue others to their whereabouts is not a 
good idea. Predators have been known to track chil-
dren down using these clues. Monitor their Internet 
use and know who they are talking to online.

If you suspect your child has been abducted 
or has run away, contact the Kenner Police Depart-
ment immediately at 712-2222 or dial 911. There 
is no law requiring a waiting period for reporting 
a missing child, who is younger than 21, to law 
enforcement or for entry into the National Crime 
Information Center’s databases. Check with your 
child’s friends, school, neighbors, relatives, work 
or anyone who may have clues about their where-
abouts. It’s also a good idea to check with local 
spots they frequent.

Should your child go missing, you can aid law 
enforcement in their search by having a detailed 
description, fingerprints and current photos of 

your child on hand. Have your child’s dentist and 
doctor’s contact information readily available in 
case their records need to be accessed. Current 
video footage of your child is another good resource 
to have as this can help law enforcement become 
familiar with their mannerisms and personality. 
You can compile all of this information in a child 
ID kit on a CD-Rom or flash drive for easy access. 
It is important to leave their belongings and room 
untouched in case police need to use any thing for 
evidence. Also, keep a record of all information con-
cerning the case.

I urge you to share this information with your 
children and take heed of these precautions your-
self. Abduction is a serious danger in our society 
that can affect any family, but we can fight back 
by putting safety first and educating ourselves 
and our children about proper safety practices. 
For more information on abduction prevention, 
you can visit the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children at www.ncmec.org. If you 
would like to obtain a child ID kit, please visit  
www.childidprogram.com. For information on 
the whereabouts of sex offenders, you can visit the 
National sex offender registry at www.nsopw.gov 
or the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office sex offender 
page at www.jpso.com/sexoffenders.aspx.   

Kenner Police Chief Caraway can be reached 
by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner  
Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com.

Make your children abduction-proof
By Steve Caraway – Kenner Police Chief
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Insurance

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon-Sat 6:30 am - 8 pm
Sun - 7:00 am to 2 pmCall Ahead for To Go Orders!

Welcome your Fall mornings 
with a 

Pumpkin Spice Latte 
or a 

Toasted Marshmallow  
Mocha Latte

boTh Can be Served hoT or iCed!

Holiday Catering Available!

1112-ChateauCafe.indd   1 10/27/12   10:24 AM
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Pontchartrain Convention Center
Quality
Vendors from

20 States

2 Levels
of Shopping

STE INHAUER PRODUCT ION

(985) 796-5853(985) 796-5853

$5
ADM

12 & Under

FREE

Kenner
Williams Blvd.
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Actor William 
Shatner is helping 

raise awareness about the dangers of improper 
turkey frying.

Shatner has portrayed memorable characters 
such as Captain James T. Kirk in “Star Trek,” “T.J. 
Hooker” and Denny Crane in “Boston Legal.” Shatner 
also burned his arms in 2005 while frying a turkey for 
his family at Thanksgiving.

“I love to fry turkey and have been doing it for 
years but I am not immune to frying accidents,” says 
Shatner. “In fact, my family now gathers together 
to watch my mishaps. Several years ago I was even 
burned on my arms after accidently dropping the tur-
key in the hot oil. People need to remember that hot 
oil and turkey can be a dangerous combination.”

To warn others that turkey fryer accidents actu-
ally do happen, Shatner helped produce a short on-
line “docudrama” recounting his experiences.

According to claims data, more cooking fires oc-
cur on Thanksgiving than any other day of the year. 
In fact, grease and cooking-related claims more than 
double on Thanksgiving Day compared to an average 
day in November.

With the popularity of turkey frying increasing, 
more people than ever are at risk for fryer related 
fires and injuries. U.S. fire departments are respond-
ing to more than 1,000 fires each year in which a deep 
fryer is involved. The National Fire Protection Asso-
ciation (NFPA) says deep fryer fires result in more 
than $15 million in property damage each year and 
hot oil splatter can cause serious burns to an adult or 
life threatening injuries to a child.

According to insurance claims data, the top 
10 states for grease and cooking-related claims on 

Thanksgiving Day (2005-2010) are Texas, Illinois, 
Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Florida, 
Minnesota, Indiana with Louisiana coming in at num-
ber 10.

Most turkey fryer fires are preventable. Recog-
nizing common mistakes is a critical step in reducing 
your risk of a fire or potentially fatal burns.

More than one-third of fires involving a fryer 
start in a garage or patio. Cook outdoors at a safe dis-
tance from any buildings or trees and keep the fryer 
off any wooden structures, such as a deck or patio.

Avoid a hot oil spill over by first filling the pot 
with cold oil and then lower the thawed turkey into 
the pot to determine how much oil should be either 
added or removed.

Shut off the fuel source or flame when adding 
the turkey to the hot oil to prevent a dangerous flare-
up if oil does spill over the rim.

Make sure your turkey is properly thawed be-
fore lowering it slowly into the pot.

Never leave a hot turkey fryer unattended.
Do not use ice or water to cool down oil or extin-

guish an oil fire.
Keep an extinguisher approved for cooking or 

grease fire nearby.   

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi In-
surance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and 
a select State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property 
Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, 
renter’s, life and health insurance along with finan-
cial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans 
Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted 
at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit 
Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.

Improper turkey frying causes 
increase in fires in November
 By Marie M. Clesi

“We have joined together because flood waters do not 
recognize parish boundaries,” said Young. Graves, 
speaking for the governor, said the Corps moves at a 
leisurely pace that often produces results too late to 
head off flooding after heavy rains or hurricanes.

Mayor Yenni said the city of Kenner and St. 
Charles Parish are both rightly concerned about flood 
waters that endanger homes, businesses and motor-
ists at that point on Airline Drive where the boundar-

ies of the city of Kenner and St. Charles Parish are 
joined.

“We all feel that working together, we have a far 
better chance to get the responsiveness and funding 
that we need,” said Mayor Yenni. “Hurricane Isaac 
was certainly our most recent wake-up call. It united 
us and helped us realize we have to be more outspo-
ken and strident in order to get the attention and re-
sponse that we need.” 

Flooding
 from page 1

Je f fe r s o n  Pa r i s h

Offender Watch
                         The nation’s leading 
                            registered sex offender  
                                management and 
                                  community 
                                      notification tool.

http://www.jpso.com/SexOffenders.aspx

Kenner Star Past Editions

www.kennerstar.com
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Airport

 
Daily Specials ~ Kid’s Plates

Completely Renovated
Family Atmosphere ~ No Smoking

  
Appetizers • Soups • Salads • Burgers 

Sandwiches • Pizzas • Wraps • Po Boys 
Steaks • Seafood Entrees

 
 3826 Williams Boulevard • 305-6315 

Open 7 Days a Week: Sun-Thurs. 11-11 • Fri & Sat 11-12

1012_Laketown Harbor.indd   1 10/27/12   8:22 PM

HOME OF THE SAME-DAY APPOINTMENT: “Weʼll See You...TODAY!”

Family Dentistry at Family-Friendly Fees

 Emergencies	  &	  Walk-‐Ins	  Welcome	  
 We	  are	  In-‐Network	  with	  Most	  Dental	  Insurance	  Plans

 Saturday	  Appointments	  Available	  
 Oral	  &	  I.V.	  SedaEon	  Available	  to	  Reduce	  Anxiety

 Specialists	  on	  Staff:	  Pediatric	  DenEst,	  PeriodonEst,	  EndodonEst
	  	  	  	  	   In-‐House	  Denture	  Lab:	  Repairs	  &	  Relines	  While	  You	  Wait

 Interest-‐Free	  Financing	  

Metairie
Lakeside Shopping Center, 2nd Floor

(504) 88-SMILE

Steven Cummings, D.D.S. Jared Nass, D.D.S.

“Preferred Dental Office 
of the 

New Orleans Saints”

Joseph R. Lacoste, Jr., D.D.S.  ●  Gregory Greenwood, D.M.D.  ●  Nicole Staman, D.M.D., Pediatric Dentist   ●  Jeffrey Snitzer, D.M.D., Periodontist  ●  Ryan Matherne, D.D.S., Endodontist

For	  a	  complete	  list	  of	  services	  &	  doctors	  
visit	  us	  at

www.ladentalcenter.com

As we enter the 
holiday season, many 
of our residents will be 
traveling by air to visit 

loved ones and friends. I would like to share some tips 
with you that might make your travel through Louis Arm-
strong New Orleans International Airport a little easier.

First, I encourage you to make airline reservations 
as soon as possible to ensure you have a good choice 
of flight options. Our airport is served by the following 
airlines – Air Canada, American Airlines, Air Tran Air-
ways, Delta Air Lines, Frontier Airlines, JetBlue Airways, 
Southwest Airlines, United Airlines and U.S. Airways. 
Flight schedules and information are available on our 
website, www.flymsy.com.

Before you travel, please visit the Transportation 
Security Administration (TSA) website at www.tsa.gov 
to review what can and cannot be carried on-board 
aircraft. For example, during the holidays, there may 
be a restriction on the carry-on of wrapped packages. 
In addition, the restriction on the amount of liquids you 
can carry on-board still applies. This policy is known as 
3-1-1 for carry-on bags, which means – a three ounce 
bottle or less (by volume); one quart-sized, clear, plastic, 
zip-top bag; one bag per passenger placed separately in 
screening bin. One-quart bag per person limits the total 
liquid volume each traveler can bring. The three ounce 
container size is a security measure. Be prepared. Each 
time TSA searches a carry-on it slows down the line. 
Practicing the 3-1-1 policy will ensure a faster and easier 
checkpoint experience. There are also new procedures 
concerning the screening of children. For example, chil-

dren under the age of 12 may leave their shoes on during 
the screening and the TSA will not ask travelers to do 
anything that will separate them from their child. If you 
are traveling with children, please review the rest of the 
child screening information on the TSA website before 
leaving for the airport.

On the day of your holiday departure, give yourself 
plenty of time to park, check-in and process through 
security.  Our $356 million dollar modernization of the 
airport is underway with a planned effort to minimize 
the inconvenience to our traveling public. Due to con-
struction, some airlines may be departing from multiple 
concourses. Be sure to check our new flight display 
information monitors upon arrival for the location and 
status of your flight. Airlines recommend that passen-
gers arrive at least two hours prior to your scheduled 
departure. Also, please save some time to visit our shops 
before you check your luggage. You can purchase unique 
Louisiana products at the various stores at the airport as 
well as last minute items you may need for your trip. By 
shopping on the secured side of concourses (after you 
pass through the security checkpoint) before boarding 
your flight, particularly for liquid products, you will have 
an opportunity to pack your purchases in your carry-on 
and avoid the liquid carry-on restrictions. Also, with the 
new shop and restaurant hours of 5:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., 
you can have a snack or a sit-down meal at one of our 
restaurants before you proceed through the security 
checkpoint or just wait to eat at one of our eateries on 
the concourses.

While you await the departure of your flight, take 
advantage of our free Wi-Fi available at the airport 

through 37 access points to connect you to the Internet. 
Please note that the Internet access at the airport is lim-
ited to 144K due to a state law that limits the speed of 
free Wi-Fi connections. We also encourage you to follow 
the airport on Facebook and Twitter. If you need assis-

tance while in the airport pre-security, please speak to 
one of our friendly airport customer service representa-
tives who can easily identified in their burgundy jackets 
and positioned at the concourse exits.

Tips for holiday travel at Armstrong International Airport
By Iftikhar Ahmad - Director of Aviation, Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport

 page 22
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www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com
Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977

Our Certified Professionals Can
Rebuild Protein

Smooth Out
40% Of Your Curl
90% Of the Frizz

3 Hr Treatment Lasts 3-5 Mos - $195
1 Hr Treatment Lasts 2-3 Weeks - $65

(additional charge for long or thick hair)

Greatly improve the condition of your hair while  
enhancing your color, decrease your blow-out time  

and enjoy your beautiful hair.

Conquer The Frizzies

                   
3635 Florida Ave • Kenner, LA

504-464-5949

Hair Styles Unlimited
Salon & Spa

Specializing in hair restoration, 
extensions, and alternative hair.

1112_HairStylesUnlimited.indd   1 10/27/12   10:30 AM Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner seeks 
hospital volunteers

Lead patient relations specialist Elizabeth 
Deacon invites people to participate in Ochsner 
Medical Center-Kenner’s volunteer program. Volun-
teers will be able to work in the hospital or outpa-
tient diagnostic centers and clinic, greet patients, 
answer phones, perform clerical tasks and direct 

patients and visitors.
All new volunteers are required to participate in 

an orientation seminar. Volunteers are asked to work 
at least 50 hours a year and hours are flexible.

To participate or for more information call Dea-
con at 464-8546 or visit www.ochsner.org.   

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM
STATE REpRESEnTATivE

TONY LIGI

For information on all amendments see www.tonyligi.com. 
Not paid for at taxpayer expense. Paid for by Tony Ligi Campaign Fund.

On November 6, you will be voting on nine  
amendments to our state Constitution.

 
Please vote YES to CONSTITUTIONAL  

AMENDMENT NO. 5 which would allow the  
legislature to enact laws providing for forfeiture  

of public pensions by corrupt public officials.

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM

1112_Ligi.indd   1 10/27/12   10:29 AM

A muscle strain 
or “pulled” muscle 
represents a comm 

 
 
 
-on musculoskeletal condition and is the most com-
mon injury seen with sports participation. Muscle 
strains occur in people of all ages from professional  

 
athletes to recreational athletes to individuals just 
trying to stay in shape. Muscle strains are defined as 
partial or complete tears of muscle and they usually 
occur near the muscle-tendon junction. The mecha-
nism of injury to muscle is usually a rapid eccentric 
muscle contraction, where the muscle lengthens as 
it contracts. Eccentric muscle contraction gener-
ates higher forces than concentric muscle contrac-
tion. Muscles that cross two joints are frequently 
affected by strain injuries. The hamstring group (lo-
cated in back of thigh and crosses the hip and knee 
joints), the rectus femoris (located in front of thigh 
and crosses the hip and knee joints) and the gas-
trocnemius (located in back of leg and crosses the 
knee and ankle joints) are all susceptible to strains 
injuries. 

Diagnosis of a muscle strain can be made with 
a careful history and physical examination. Patients 
often report onset of pain during intense activ-
ity. Physical examination will usually show swelling, 
bruising, and tenderness in the area of muscle injury. 
With a complete muscle rupture, a palpable defect 
may be present. Range of motion of adjacent joints 
will be painful and may be restricted. Weakness is 

also a common finding with muscle strains. Plain 
X-rays will usually appear normal. MRI scanning is 
not usually necessary but is sometimes used to de-
termine the severity of muscle injury.

Treatment of muscle strains initially consists 
of rest, ice and compression along with nonsteroidal 
anti-inflammatory medication. After a few days as 
pain and swelling have subsided, physical therapy 
is initiated to regain strength and range of motion. 
Return to activity and sports participation is allowed 
only after full range of motion and near full strength 
is restored. Performing proper warm-up and avoid-
ing severe fatigue may help prevent muscle strains. 
An evaluation by your orthopedic surgeon is neces-
sary to properly diagnose and treat a muscle strain 
injury.    

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified 
orthopedic surgeon with over 10 years experience. 
The Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine is 
a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete 
musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in 
shoulder and knee injuries. Offices are located in 
Kenner and Metairie. For additional information 
call 467-5900 or visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

Muscle strain: A common sports injury
 By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

Banking

Isn’t that the 
name of a big boat 
named after Queen 
Elizabeth. No, there 
were only two boats 

named after Queen Elizabeth, QE 1 and QE 2. QE3 
means quantitative easing. All clear now? No?

Quantitative easing means that the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank is taking extraordinary steps 
to reduce interest rates. The Federal Reserve is 
concerned about the weak economy and is trying 
to stimulate demand and hiring. Since the Fed 
doesn’t own any factories or businesses, it needs to 
act indirectly by taking steps to lower interest rates. 
It hopes that these lower interest rates will stimu-
late demand and increase hiring.

They are doing this by buying government 
bonds and mortgage backed securities. This re 

 
 
 
duces the supply of bonds and lowers interest rates. 
The most dramatic result of this is that mortgage 
rates are at historic low rates. The 30 year mortgage 
rate has never been this low, ever. Mortgages for 30 
years now average 3.4 percent annual percentage 
rate. This has never happened before.

If you have a mortgage, now is the time to look 
at refinancing. It is possible that rates could go low-
er but there is almost no more room for further re-
ductions, so the time is now. Everyone should look 
at this as an opportunity to shorten your mortgage 
term. If you have a 30 year loan, look at moving to 
a 25 year loan, if you have a 15 year loan, look at 
shortening the term to 10 years.

If you can go to seven years, do it. For those 
of you with great financial discipline, consider 
a 7/1 adjustable rate mortgage. This is a 30 year 
loan with a very low rate for the first seven years 

followed by an adjustable rate for the remaining 23 
years. I would recommend this only if you agree to 
an automatic debit from your bank account so that 
will guarantee your loan will be paid in full in seven 
years. Many economists are worried about substan-
tial inflation in the future so you don’t want to get 
stuck in a loan that could adjust to very high rates 
in the future.

This is also a good time to look for a piece of 
investment property. Particularly if you are able to 
do the light maintenance and lawn care for a rental 
unit. Prices for rental real-estate are still relatively 
low and interest rates are really low. Buy property 
near your house so that you can drive by regularly 
and can quickly deal with any maintenance issues. 
Owning property can be a good inflation hedge 
since rents will go up if inflation goes up.

Remember, being a landlord is a hands-on 
business. If you can’t tell a delinquent tenant that 
they need to move or you are not willing to do the 
leasing and collecting, this may not be for you.

The final way to take advantage of quantita-
tive easing is to buy a house. If you are renting, now 
is a good time to buy. Real estate prices are still a 
bit low and financing is readily available if you have 
good credit. One caution, don’t buy the biggest 
house that you can qualify for. Instead consider 
a house in a good neighborhood that meets your 
needs but doesn’t leave you strapped for cash. It is 
always good to have room in your budget for savings 
and for unexpected events.

As always, visit your local community bank to 
help with advice if you wish to refinance or buy a 
new home.    

Guy Williams is president and chief execu-
tive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. 
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Wil-
liams Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager, 
can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast 
Bank and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

QE3
By Guy Williams

Health

Kenner Police Department
Drug Tip Hotline

466-3073
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Law
Don’t forget to disclose
By Steven A. Watts

If you’ve decided 
to “do it yourself” when 
selling your residence, 
you have, perhaps un-

knowingly, made a decision to take on quite a bit of 
personal and legal responsibility. Sure, you are aware 
of the obvious tasks of personally fielding all of those 
sales inquiries and the requisite cleaning and groom-
ing of your home to make the best first impression 
for those numerous open houses. You don’t have the 
wisdom of a real estate agent but you believe that 
you can overcome this deficiency with the “hands on” 
experience you have acquired by living in your home 
over these many years. An agreement on the price, a 
handshake and you’re on your way, right?

Unfortunately, there’s a little more detail that 
needs to be addressed. All that knowledge you ac-
quired over the years about the condition of your home 
needs to be put in writing and supplied to each poten-
tial purchaser, before they make an offer on your home. 
Louisiana has a residential real estate disclosure law 
(Louisiana Revised Statutes 9:3196, et. seq.) that re-
quires the seller of residential property to provide a 
potential purchaser with a written detailed disclosure 
about the condition of the residence. You can’t just 
come up with your own list. You will have to fill out the 
disclosure document that is provided by the Louisiana 
Real Estate Commission or at least address in writing 
the minimum requirements promulgated by that body. 
A sample of the form is found on the Louisiana Real 
Estate Commission’s website.

In order to determine if a written property disclo-
sure is required for your particular transaction you will 
have to consult the statute. There are some enumer-
ated exceptions provided in the law, however, the vast 
majority of residential sales will require the property 
condition disclosure to be completed by the seller and 

provided to the purchaser. The timing of the disclosure 
is significant. The law requires that the seller deliver 
to the purchaser the completed and signed property 
disclosure document no later than at the time that the 
purchaser makes an offer to purchase. The require-
ment to disclose continues even after the seller has 
received and accepted an offer from the purchaser. If 
no pre-offer disclosure was provided to the purchaser, 
the seller must provide a disclosure to the purchaser 
before the sale of the residence. However, a disclosure 
provided to the purchaser after the acceptance of an 
offer will automatically provide him with a 72 hour 
window, from the receipt of the disclosure, to cancel 
his offer and/or terminate the executed purchase 
agreement without penalty or loss of deposit.

So don’t waste all that time and effort in show-
ing your home and negotiating, preparing, revising 
and executing a purchase agreement, only to have it 
all unravel when the purchaser takes a peek at your 
disclosure. First, read and familiarize yourself with the 
law, then find and fill out and sign the disclosure form 
in good faith. Like most things, selling a house is not as 
simple as it might initially appear. Proper disclosure 
of the condition of your home is just the beginning. 
Perhaps listing your home for sale with a qualified real 
estate agent isn’t such a bad idea after all?    

Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana 
State Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney 
for over 35 years. His office is located at 4200 S. I-10 
Service Road, Suite 110, in Metairie. Estate planning, 
wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and 
corporate, franchise and real estate law are his pri-
mary areas of practice. Watts is also the owner and 
manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be reached at 
836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.
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Community
Social Security offers multiple online 
services

Social Security offers many online services to 
the general public – and they are free and easy to use. 
Here are some of the most popular services you’ll find 
at www.socialsecurity.gov.

The online Social Security statement is a hot 
new service that is a big hit with the millions of peo-
ple who’ve used it since its launch last May. Your on-
line statement provides you with a record of your past 
earnings and it uses those earnings along with pro-
jected earnings for future years to give you accurate 
estimates of future Social Security benefits. Get your 
Statement at www.socialsecurity.gov/mystatement.

The “Retirement Estimator” is an easy way to 
get an instant, personalized estimate of your future 
Social Security benefits. Just key in some basic in-
formation and the estimator will use information 
on your Social Security record, along with what you 
input, to give you a benefit estimate on the spot. You 
even can experiment with different scenarios, such 
as changing your future earnings and retirement 
date. Check it out in English at www.socialsecurity.
gov/estimator or in Spanish at www.segurosocial.
gov/calculador.

The online “Retirement Application” is the 
most convenient way to apply for Social Security re-

tirement benefits. You can apply from the comfort of 
your home – it’s fast, easy and secure. It’s so easy that 
it can take you as little as 15 minutes to apply online. 
In most cases, after your application is submitted 
electronically, you’re done. There are no forms to sign 
and usually no documentation is required. Social Se-
curity will process your application and contact you 
if any further information is needed. When you’re 
ready to retire, apply at www.socialsecurity.gov/ap-
plyonline.

Business Services Online is the Social Security 
Administration’s one-stop shop for small business 
owners. The site allows organizations and authorized 
individuals to conduct business with and submit 
confidential information to Social Security. Employ-
ers can use it to file W-2s for their employees the fast, 
convenient, and paperless way – online. Visit Busi-
ness Services Online at www.socialsecurity.gov/bso.

In the American Customer Satisfaction Index, 
Social Security’s online services continually receive 
the highest ratings in both the public and private sec-
tors, year after year.

To learn more about all you can do online visit 
www.socialsecurity.gov/onlineservices.   
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People

The lights dim. 
On stage an old radio 
from the 1940’s is in 
the spotlight. A radio 
announcer talks of 

war. Soldiers march across the stage. But wait...
they aren’t real. They’re actors on a huge movie 
screen that slowly appears, curving 120 feet from 
one side of the stage to the other and envelopes 
me. It seems to reach from the stage to the rafters 
because it’s 30 feet tall. Bigger than Cinerama. Or 
IMAX. Scenes of war rage across the screen in a 
masterful montage. Tom Hanks is giving us the his-
tory of World War II, and then tanks appear, and 
my seat rumbles. Sounds come from everywhere: 
the sounds of tanks, bombs, airplanes. On stage left 
appears “in person” a turret which seems to fire 
its rotating machine guns right at me. Suddenly 
I’m on the deck of an aircraft carrier with planes 
landing and taking off. One of them crashes in a 
huge explosion as my seat vibrates and rumbles 
even more. Now, I’m inside the cockpit of a bomber 
flying over a city on fire below. Smoke rises, also “in 
person” from the stage. I can smell smoke from my 
seat. Now it’s snowing on stage. Snowflakes falling 
from the top of the theater. I’m in the middle of 
the Battle of the Bulge. Now the screen turns white 
with smoke. The entire theater shakes with the 
rumble of the atomic bomb exploding on screen. 
45 minutes after the movie began, I file out with 
the audience, shaken by a reality show you could 
never see on television.

The Solomon Victory Theater in the World War 
II museum on Andrew Higgins Drive at Lee Circle 
in New Orleans was built in 2009. It seems hard 
to believe the movie had been showing for three 
years and I had never seen it until two months ago. 
Hard to believe, because, for three years I worked 
with the man whose name is on the marquee: 
T.G. “Teddy” Solomon. He was one of the founding 
trustees of the museum and donated $5.5 million 
for the construction of the theater. Not surprising 
at all, since Teddy’s life was the movies. He built 
the Gulf States theater chain covering eight states. 
I had met T.G. in 1980 when I did a three-part TV 
news report about his selling off his “Last Drive-In.” 
More than 20 years later I convinced him to write 
his autobiography, with my help, of course.

In 2004 Teddy began work with Nick Mueller, 
president of the WWII museum, and Tom Hanks on 
a wide screen “4D” movie theater project that be-
came “Beyond All Boundaries,” the story of World 
War II. In our work on the book, Teddy told me his 
experiences in the war, which he had never talked 
about publicly before.

“Many veterans are like that. It’s just too pain-
ful for them.” Those, the words of Ms. Clem Gold-
berger, head of marketing and public relations at 
the museum.

“My dad was a WWII veteran. Captain Richard 
Kenneth Goldberger, a gentle man who won the Sil-
ver Star. He earned it in Germany by doing some-
thing heroic with a Thompson submachine gun. 
Normally he didn’t talk about what happened to 

him in the war, but he would tell me stories about 
the war when we took long rides together and I 
loved those rides. When veterans come here to see 
the exhibits and the history of the war, the flood-
gates open and they talk about it a lot. Some of 
them for the first time since the war. People come 
from all over the world to see this museum,” says 
Goldberger. “Even Japanese and German veterans, 
as well as their descendants.” And, she points out, 

“We get survivors from the Bataan Death March”
The museum was the brainchild of Dr. Ste-

phen Ambrose, a history professor and author who 
had founded the Eisenhower Center at UNO. Am-
brose told me, years before his death, that former 
president Eisenhower had told him Andrew Hig-
gins of New Orleans had won the war for us with 
his “Higgins Boats” used in the D-Day invasion of 
Normandy. That’s when Ambrose knew the Cres-
cent City was the perfect home for the museum.

Although Teddy Solomon accepted my offer of 
writing help, another veteran had rejected my offer 
many years before. In a letter sent to me by Audie 
Murphy, the most decorated American combat sol-
dier of the war, Audie said thanks but no thanks to 
my offer to help him write a follow up to his auto-
biography “To Hell and Back.” I always thought it 
was a polite brush off, but it may have been that he 
was worried about the attempted murder charges 
he was facing that very week in July, 1970, after an 
altercation with a man who claimed Audie fired a 
gun at him. Said one neighbor, “If Audie had fired 
at anybody he would have hit him.” He was quickly 

acquitted of all charges. Audie died the next year 
in a plane crash at age 46.

Stage Door: November is a particularly good 
month to make a day of it at the WWII Museum. 
That’s because all this month, every Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday, the Stage Door Canteen (built as 
part of the Victory Theater project) is presenting. 

“Jump, Jive and Wail: The Music of Louis Prima.” 
The songs of Prima, Keely Smith, Gia Maione, and 
Sam Butera are performed by an extremely high 
energy, extremely talented cast of ten. While the 
Canteen has presented shows like “The Rat Pack,” 
out of New York or Las Vegas, this is a strictly New 
Orleans production with an all local cast. The show 
was co-produced by pianist/singer Tom Hook and 
museum entertainment director Victoria Reed. 
Hook’s Prima arrangements are authentic, “tight” 
(and properly loud) and Reed’s narrative script 
sneaks in Louis’ history to go perfectly with the 
music. Don’t be surprised if you find yourself part 
of the standing ovation. For ticket information on 
dinner and/or the show, call 528-1944 or email 
www.nationalww2museum.org. You can also use 
that phone number to become a volunteer for the 
non-profit World War II Museum.    

Ed Clancy can be reached via email 
at edclancy2@aol.com or at his blogsite,  
ed-clancy.blogspot.com.

Victory at Lee Circle
By Ed Clancy
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Health
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Ochsner-Kenner and Vineyard Church bring community garden to those in need
By Paolo Zambito

Ochsner Medical 
Center-Kenner has re-
cently partnered with 
the Vineyard Church of 
New Orleans to bring a 
community vegetable 

garden to those in need of food assistance. Through this 
partnership, we hope that the community of Kenner 
will share our enthusiasm by becoming involved to help 
our neighbors in need.

On October 13, 2012, volunteers from both Och-
sner-Kenner and the Vineyard Church of New Orleans 
started working on the garden which is located at Och-
sner-Kenner at 180 West Esplanade on the north side of 
the building behind the Medical Office Building. They 
prepped and tilled the land, planted seeds, built raised 
garden beds and ran a drip irrigation system. Through-
out the different seasons, volunteers will also maintain 
the garden, which will be open year-round.

Fall vegetables will include carrots, cabbage, 

spinach and baby romaine lettuce. In mid-January, the 
garden will be replanted for a spring crop and will be 
replanted again in the summer with an herb garden.

Once the vegetables are harvested, they will be 
brought to the Vineyard Church of New Orleans’ Bag 
Hunger Food Pantry. The food pantry currently services 
150 families in the Kenner area and is able to assist fam-
ilies in need by providing them with a supply of various 
food items every month. Those who need assistance can 
visit the food pantry located in the lobby of the Vineyard 
Church at 4340 Sal Lentini Parkway on the first Satur-
day of each month from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.

Ochsner-Kenner is proud to be a part of this 
unique opportunity to give back to the community of 
Kenner. By providing fresh nutritious vegetables, we 
hope that the garden will make a difference in the lives 
of those who use the Bag Hunger food pantry by also 
encouraging a healthy lifestyle.

For more information on how to volunteer to help 
with the community vegetable garden call 467-3257.   

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive officer at 
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, whose stated mission 
is to improve the high level of quality patient care to 
local residents and the surrounding communities by 
focusing considerable efforts on increasing Ochsner’s 

support of the community as well as expanding medi-
cal services in the city. Zambito serves on the boards of 
the Louisiana Emergency Response Network (LERN) 
Commission Region 1 and the Louisiana Extended 
Care Hospital of Kenner and is a member of the Jef-

ferson Chamber of Commerce and Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce of Louisiana. For more information 
on the services and physicians at Ochsner Medical 
Center-Kenner call 464-8000.

Photo by Barry Sprague

Rivertown’s Farmer’s Market

Photo by Barry Sprague

Rivertown’s Farmer’s Market is held every first 
and third Saturday of the month from 8:00 a.m. 
until noon in Kenner’s Heritage Park.
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Community

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni and his wife 
Michelle will be joined by Kenner Police Chief Steve 
Caraway and his wife Karen at the third annual “Sip-
ping With Santa” fundraiser to benefit the Kenner 
Food Bank. The event is set for Tuesday, November 
27, 2012, at the Chateau Golf and Country Club from 
5:30 to 8:30 p.m.

“The Kenner Food Bank has been hard-pressed 
to keep up with the demands placed on them this 

year,” said Michelle Swanner Yenni, general manager 
and vice president of Chateau Golf and Country Club. 

“Last year, at this event, we raised more than $30,000 
for the food bank and we are very hopeful that we 
can do it again. Many of us have been saddened and 
amazed that more than 1,000 families in Kenner are 
now dependent on the food bank. This is a real crisis 
and those of us who can help need to do so. I know 
we can count on Kenner’s community spirit.”

Michelle Yenni said that in addition to Santa’s 
presence, there will be door prizes and raffles, spe-
cial martinis, wine, appetizers, music by DJ Jim 
Hanzo and pictures with Santa by MillerFoto. Ad-
mission is $30 plus a donation of one non-perishable 
food item that will go directly to the Kenner Food 
Bank.

All proceeds and donations go to the city of 
Kenner’s Food Bank.

“Sponsorships and donations are welcomed 
and appreciated,” said Karen Caraway. “We’re also 
going to have a “Secret Shopping Village” so that 
those who attend can get a head start on their 
Christmas shopping.”

For more information contact Michelle Swan-
ner Yenni at 467-1351 or email michelle@cha-
teaugcc.com.    

Kenner Food Bank to benefit from “Sipping with Santa” fundraiser
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Treasure Fest, a free outdoor music festival, is 
back at Treasure Chest Casino. It will be held on the 
front lawn in front of the Treasure Chest on Satur-
day, November 10, 2012. Along with Miller Lite and 
Pelican Events, the casino will be welcoming a mix 
of musical acts.

Kicking off the entertainment will be Groovy 7 
performing from 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. Groovy 7, a 

party dance band based out of New Orleans, will be 
bringing to the stage classic hits from the past to the 
present. Following Groovy 7 will be Rockin’ Dopsie 
from 3:30 p.m. until 5:30 p.m. Rockin’ Dopsie, who 
will be making an appearance at Treasure Fest for 
the second year in a row, has proven to be a crowd 
favorite in the past with his funky and danceable 
zydeco music accompanied by the enjoyable sounds 

of his washboard. Headlining Treasure Fest will be 
Cowboy Mouth from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. The 
rock band, based in New Orleans, has been perform-
ing since the 1990s with over 2,500 concerts played. 
With hits like “Jenny Says” and “Everybody Loves 
Jill,” their live show is expected to be high-energy 
and extraordinarily entertaining.

In past years, Treasure Fest has been a com-

munity favorite while raising money for local orga-
nizations. This year, proceeds from the concert will 
benefit the local YMCA and the Lake Pontchartrain 
Basin Foundation. Both drinks and food will be 
available for purchase from local vendors.

For more information contact the Treasure 
Chest Casino at 443-8000 or visit the B Connected 
Club..   

Treasure Chest Casino welcomes Cowboy Mouth to Treasure Fest

During the upcoming holiday season, Treasure 
Chest Casino, located in Kenner’s Laketown, will 
continue in the tradition of owner Boyd Gaming Cor-
poration’s “Trees of Hope,” a friendly tree decorating 
competition for local non-profit organizations.

“This will give local charities the opportunity to 
bring awareness to their causes while enjoying this 

fun event,” said Mike Garms, general manager of 
the Treasure Chest.

Trees pre-lit with lights, provided by Treasure 
Chest, will line the walkway leading into the casino 
and may be decorated in any way the organization 
chooses. Guests visiting the casino will be able to 
vote for their favorite tree November 29 through 

December 12, 2012.
An award ceremony announcing the winners 

will be held at 7:00 p.m. on December 14, 2012 in the 
Treasure Chest Showroom. The first place winner 
will receive $5,000, second place will receive $2,500, 
third place will receive $1,000 and the organization 
that comes in fourth and fifth will each receive $500. 
Seven runners-up groups will be awarded $300 each.

To apply for a tree, non-profit organizations 
are required to send an informational email with 
the name and mission of the group and a contact 
name, phone number and email address to Alexan-
dra Raphiel at alexandraraphiel@boydgaming.com 
by November 12, 2012. Spaces are limited and will 
be reserved on a first-come, first-served basis.    

Treasure Chest Casino sponsors tree contest for charities this holiday season

Health
Migraine headache specialist says relief 
possible for most sufferers 
By Allan Katz

An Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner special-
ist in migraine headaches says recent advances in 
the treatment of migraines have provided hope to 
migraine sufferers. A wide list of medications and 
treatment options are available to relieve the pain and 
minimize the impacts of the illness.

Dr. Fawad Ahmed Khan, a neurologist who has 
trained with some of the leading migraine specialists 
in the U.S., says, “There have been tremendous ad-
vances in research on migraines in the last 10 to 15 
years and these efforts have introduced promising op-
tions that focus on prevention and effective control of 
this disabling disease.”

Dr. Khan said migraine is a heterogeneous 
and complex disorder and every patient is different. 

“Some experience migraines as early as 10-years-old, 
others aren’t stricken until they are in their late 30s or 
early 40s,” said Dr. Khan. “Some experience migraines 
on one side of their head, others experience migraines 
throughout their head. What links all migraine suffer-
ers is how debilitating, frustrating and depressing the 
illness is. We are fortunate today that several choices 
are available for migraine sufferers. Our emergency 
room at Ochsner-Kenner is well equipped to help 
those suffering a migraine attack. In the clinic we ad-
dress several lifestyle modifications and other factors 
that go into the successful management of migraines.”

Dr. Khan said one of the most important steps 
for a migraine sufferer is to seek medical attention 
with a specialist who specializes in treating migraines. 

“Today,” said Dr. Khan, who studied migraines at the 
University of North Carolina School of Medicine and 
the University of Michigan School of Medicine, “there 
are specialists with a focus on migraines who are 
knowledgeable about the latest research, medications 
and treatments.”

Dr. Khan, who grew up in Houston, said he is 
especially pleased to be at Ochsner-Kenner in the 
metro New Orleans area. “We have a commitment to 
be among the leaders in the treatment of migraines,” 
he said. “We have excellent facilities and an outstand-
ing staff. The doctors and nurses in the clinic and the 
emergency room are exceptionally capable of helping 
migraine patients get through the worst effects of this 
terrible illness.”   

Dr. Dave Williams
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Sports
New look Hornets have lots  
of questions
By Ken Trahan

New is the op-
erative word for the 
2012 – 2013 New Or-

leans Hornets.
First, there is new ownership, local owner-

ship, solidifying the franchise on a permanent 
basis thanks to Tom Benson. Gone are the regu-
lar updates on meeting attendance benchmarks. 
Gone is the conflicted interest of having David 
Stern and the league operating the franchise.

A gift from heaven arrived in the form of 
Anthony Davis as the Hornets landed the top 
overall pick in the NBA draft. Davis will live up 
to his billing though he is not a savior.

The preseason has not provided a great 
revelation as to what we can expect from this 
year’s Hornets. Eric Gordon has again been 
absent. His scoring is desperately needed on 
a team challenged to score. It is fairly safe to 
say that as Gordon goes, so go the Hornets. Dell 
Demps and Monty Williams have staked their 
futures on Gordon buying in, maturing and re-
maining healthy.

First-round pick Austin Rivers sprained an 
ankle in a preseason game against the Dallas 
Mavericks. It is the same ankle that Rivers has 
previously had surgery on though the sprain is 
not connected to the surgery.

Gordon and Rivers represented gambles 
on the part of the Hornets organization. In the 
case of Rivers, the question mark surrounds 
whether he can actually play point guard at the 
NBA level.

Greivis Vasquez, who started many games 
last season, is best suited to be a reserve. If 
Vasquez remains the starter, the question of 
whether the Hornets will improve over last 
year’s finish is substantive.

Clearly, the Hornets drafted Rivers to play 
alongside Gordon, not to take playing time away 
from Gordon. How these two guards fare will go a 
long way toward determining the success or fail-
ure of this season’s Hornets and for years to come.

Can Rivers play the point? The question re-
mains unanswered. Point guards have a natural 
feel for the game, the ability to visualize what 
is to come, the ability to see the floor and get 
the ball to teammates at the right time, in the 
right place. Rivers may not have those natural 
instincts but he is confident, competitive and 
has the ability to penetrate the paint and to 
shoot the basketball. Whether that translates at 
the highest level remains to be seen and will go 
a long way toward determining the success of 
the Hornets.

Davis has already displayed his ability to 
block shots, affect shots and rebound the bas-
ketball. He has nice shooting touch but will not 
be a scorer that can carry a squad though his 
work ethic will certainly enable him to grow 
that part of his game.

Along with Davis, the Hornets made a solid 
acquisition in forward Ryan Anderson. New Or-
leans would love to use him as a premier sixth 
man, providing genuine scoring punch off the 
bench. Anderson has deep shooting range and 
the intelligence to make the decisions. His size 
is an asset.

The problem is that Jason Smith has been 
out with a left shoulder strain. Center Robin Lo-

pez has looked fairly solid and gives the Hornets 
more size than Emeka Okafor did,

Rookie forward Darius Miller has shown 
promise and will make the squad. Al-Farouq 
Aminu remains a question mark. His athleti-
cism and length remain a plus. His shaky ball 
skills and shooting remain concerns. Are we 
looking at another Julian Wright or can Aminu 
blossom into a consistent contributor?

The Hornets open their campaign on Hal-
loween night at New Orleans Arena against the 
San Antonio Spurs, the franchise which Demps 
and Williams have sought to emulate.

The differences will be obvious. The Spurs 
are a veteran, aging team with perhaps one 
more run, one more season in the sun to com-
pete for a fifth league title under Gregg Popov-
ich. The Hornets are a fledgling, youthful squad 
just beginning the journey toward what they 
hope will be championship form.

The one veteran on hand to lend his expe-
rience is Roger Mason, Jr. The nine-year player 
should be a calming influence on an inexperi-
enced team. Seven-year veteran Hakim War-
rick has a shot at making the roster as well and 
could serve in a similar capacity to Mason.

Rookie Brian Roberts is a player to watch 
at the point. He may be worth a longer look by 
Williams. Shooting guard Xavier Henry and for-
ward Lance Thomas hope to remain from last 
year’s squad. Henry must display better abil-
ity to hit perimeter jumpers while Thomas is a 
working class hero.

With Davis, Gordon, Rivers, Anderson, 
Smith, Lopez, Mason and Miller, the Hornets 
have promise for the future. The difficulty may 
be in the present as young players learn the 
game, deal with the grind and mature while 
playing as opposed to watching.

In the long run, this will be Davis’ team. In 
the short term, Gordon, Anderson and Rivers 
must prove that they can score the basketball 
to improve upon what was perhaps the league’s 
worst offensive team a year ago. While we know 
Williams will demand defense of effort from his 
squad and will get it, the Hornets will go no-
where unless they can prove that they can score 
the basketball consistently. That is not been the 
case in the preseason.

As we know, Tom Benson is committed to 
winning. He will accept nothing less though he 
understands that the Hornets are rebuilding 
mode, starting over with a new cast.

Soon, the team will have a new name, a 
new identity to go along with new players and 
new ownership, hoping to avoid the same old 
results. Due to injuries and youth, this team will 
have to learn by experiencing growing pains on 
the run, in season. There are many questions to 
be answered. We will begin getting answers on 
October 31.    

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of 
WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and is president and 
general manager of www. SportsNola.com. Trah-
an is the also the general manager and chairman 
of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum 
in the Louisiana Superdome, and runs the Life  
Resources Sports Ministry.
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Recipe CornerRecipe Corner
     It just wouldn’t be the holidays     
     without Oyster Patties!
       By foodieforone.com

The large oyster patties are my favorite. They are more traditional to me, 
however, the cocktail size are just as tasty and will work well for large holiday 
crowds. The flaky, delicate pastry shell and the rich, oyster-laden sauce, well, it’s just a match made in heaven. The 
end product completes the most memorable holiday buffet.

If you’ve never made oyster patties before, your most important job is securing the pastry, or patty shells, and the 
raw oysters in plenty of oyster water. After that, it’s a piece of cake. Just be sure to ask for plenty of oyster water with 
your raw oysters. You will need it to add to the sauce while cooking.
Most New Orleanians over the age of 30 grew up on visiting McKenzie’s Pastry Shoppes. McKenzie’s was the bakery 
located on just about every corner of New Orleans. It was the go-to spot for after school buttermilk drops or chocolate 
iced cake donuts. McKenzie’s was also the go-to spot for holiday pastry or patty shells. My grandmother, Angelina 
Diliberto Corcoran, and my mother, bought their patty shells from McKenzie’s. These days you can find patty shells 
at most any large grocery store. Bakeries still offer them, especially around the holidays, and I advise you always 
order ahead. Your local seafood market or large grocery story should offer raw oysters, as well.

Here is what you’ll need:

1 stick of butter; 2 cups of shallots (or one bunch); 2 cooking spoons of flour
1 can cream of mushroom soup; 1/2 teaspoon salt, pepper and thyme
1/2 cup fresh parsley, at the end; 1 dozen oysters, raw
1/2 dozen large patty shells plus 1 dozen cocktail patty shells
Begin by melting a stick of butter in a large sauce pan. Add two cups of chopped shallots (just about an entire 
bunch) and allow to wilt. Do not burn. When wilted, add two heaping cooking spoons of flour to thicken. Simmer 
five to 10 minutes. Add chopped oysters and 1/2 to one cup of oyster water, depending on thickness. You do want a 
fairly hearty consistency, nothing runny. Allow to simmer five to 10 minutes or until oysters curl. Add can of cream 
of mushroom soup. Stir and allow to simmer. Lastly, stir in chopped fresh parsley, salt, pepper and thyme. Allow 
mixture to cool then fill pastry shells to the top, just shy of overflowing, but don’t make a mess. You don’t want 
anything dripping down the sides. You will be tempted to pop one or two in your mouth at this point but they need 
to be placed in a preheated 300 degree oven to bake, just till warmed through, and the patty shells turn a slight 
brown. Then, enjoy!

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle 
Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.
com. For detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com. 
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The term frozen 
shoulder has been 
used for many years 
to describe a shoulder 
that becomes tight or 

frozen with the inability to lift the arm overhead, across 
your body or behind your back. The medical descrip-
tion for this condition is called adhesive capsulitis. In 
this condition, the capsule of the shoulder begins to 
tighten with micro adhesions forming between the 
folds of the capsule. As the condition progresses, the 
shoulder becomes tighter with less ability to move and 
function normally. The condition can become very de-
bilitating and painful.

A frozen shoulder will begin to manifest itself by 
usually a minor insult to the shoulder through activ-
ity of the arm during repetitive functional activities or 
through one activity that may have caused injury. After 
the injury occurs, usually something that may go unno-

ticed at the time of the injury, the person begins to favor 
that arm with less movement when performing activi-
ties throughout the day. The shoulder begins to tighten 
with the person noticing that they cannot reach across 
their body to get a seatbelt on in the car, reach behind 
their back or reach overhead to grasp an object.

The initial phase of the condition is almost un-
noticeable. The person will begin to notice pain at 
night while sleeping on the involved shoulder. As the 
condition progresses, the person will notice decreased 
mobility in the shoulder and now they will have pain 
with all motions and activities. This is usually the time 
when they will consult a physician. Usually by this time, 
the condition has manifested into a significant limita-
tion in function and the initial insult to the shoulder, 
whether a sprain or strain, should be resolving.

Sometimes this condition goes misdiagnosed as a 
tendonitis or bursitis. Although that may have been the 
original condition that started the process, the prob-

lem at hand is the adhesions that limit the motion of 
the shoulder joint with the inability in movement of the 
shoulder with functional activities. Looking at this con-
dition in another way, the body will always try to heal 
itself when an injury occurs. After the initial insult to 
the shoulder occurs, the body will recognize the injury 
and try to put the shoulder into a sling and this is the 
stage the adhesions begin to tighten the capsule. There 
is also shortening of the soft tissue around the shoulder 
that occurs with this condition within a few weeks.

To avoid this condition, one must recognize the 
symptoms. If you have an injury to a shoulder that is mi-
nor, one that does not bring you to an emergency room 
or immediately to a physician’s office and you just feel 
some pain in the shoulder area, you need to know that 
maintaining your range of motion is vital. We often have 
aches and pains in areas of the body that end up going 
untreated or treated with over-the-counter medication. 
This is the type of injury to the shoulder that if left un-

treated, may progress into a frozen shoulder condition 
that will leave you significantly limited in your motion 
and ability to use the shoulder with daily activities. 
This condition becomes very painful and needs aggres-
sive attention to help restore normal motion. Physical 
therapy helps in restoring your motion to normal and 
returning you to a normal and healthy lifestyle.   

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president 
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 
3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other 
locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin 
graduated from LSU Medical School Department of 
Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. 
The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports 
Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@
gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.

How to recognize and avoid frozen shoulder
By Craig Goodwin

Kenner Police Department Seeking Doll & Toy Donations
The Kenner Police Department is requesting doll and toy donations for its annual “Doll & Toy Fund” 

giveaway event, which provides Christmas gifts to underprivileged children living in Kenner.

All doll and toy donations should be for children from infant age to 10 years old  
and not gift-wrapped. Donated dolls and toys can be dropped off at the Kenner Police  
Complex, 500 Veterans Blvd. in Kenner, or made available for pickup by Kenner Police personnel.

To schedule a doll/toy pickup or for more information, please call  
Police Officer Ninoska Guggenheim at 712-2294 or Police Officer James Virgil at 712-2395.

      City of Kenner 

      Food Drive 2012 

As part of our response to the less  
fortunate we are organizing a food drive to  

benefit the Kenner Food Bank 
 

HELP BLESS NEEDY FAMILIES THIS  
THANKSGIVING BY DONATING 

CANNED,BOXED, AND  
 NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS.  

  
   For more information please contact: 
Donna Hahn (504)468-7240    or Arleeta O. Terrell (504)468-7588 

Monday,  
November 5 

thru 
Saturday,  

November 10 
 
 

   DROP OFF LOCATIONS:  
All Kenner Fire Stations and Gyms: 

 
FIRE STATIONS: 
Station 35   1801 Williams Blvd  (504)467-9333 
Station 36   2000 Rev. Richard Wilson Dr.  (504)464-0939 
Station 379   3343 Williams Blvd.  (504)464-6149 
Station 37    1919 40th St.   (504)443-2219 
Station 38   400 Veterans Blvd.  (504)467-2661 
Station 39   401 Vintage Dr.   (504)469-9460 
 
GYMS: 
Butch Duhe Gym   1930 10th Street            (504)468-7296 
Galatas Gym  #41Nassau Street            (504)468-4019 
Greenlawn Gym  3323 Arkansas Ave.           (504)468-7563 
Highway Park Gym 3300 Roosevelt Blvd.           (504)468-4089 
Lawson Gym  1800 Short Street            (504)468-7595 
Lincoln Manor Gym 3100 Tifton Street            (504)468-7598 
Muss Bertolino Gym 620 W. Esplanade Ave.             (504)468-4086 
Susan Park Gym  502 Veterans Blvd.                    (504)468-7557 
Wentwood Gym #1  100 W. Loyola            (504)461-9471 
Woodlake Gym   131 W. Esplanade              (504)461-9472 
Woodward Gym  2001 34th Street   (504)468-4032 
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819 W. Esplanade Ave. Ste E • Kenner, La 70065 • 504-305-5945

Children’s Boutique

Sizes: Girls NB-10 & Boys NB-8

Hours: 
Mon-Sat. - 10:00-6pm

Closed Sunday

FALL  AVAILABLE
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SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

SMALL JOBS

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
Successions, Business Transactions

Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law

Steven A. Watts
Attorney at Law

35 years  
experience

 
4200 S. I-10 Service Road • Suite 110 • Metairie

836-0811

0912_Watts.indd   1 8/24/12   10:08 PM

Complete
pest & termite Control

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

Home security
By Dan Dormady

The bad news is that crime statistics, 
death, injuries, home intrusions and loss 
of property continue to rise. It is hard to 
believe, but according to FBI statistics a 
burglary occurs every 15 seconds in the 

United States. The good news is that there has never been a time when 
such a variety of quality security equipment has been available and at 
such affordable prices. When talking about home security equipment, 
one size does not fit all. Security equipment must be tailored to meet 
the particular needs of each house or company. One may need entry de-
tection, while another needs camera surveillance and another may need 
motion-detection floodlights. Let us look at some of the many choices 
available.

Home security systems – Many articles have been written on this 
subject and the basics are probably known by most readers. Systems are 
available either wired or wireless, just as the names imply. For a renter, a 
wireless system is the logical choice, as the installation does little if any 
damage to the premises and the system can be taken when the renter 
moves. Wired is the system of choice in an owned residence, but it has its 
pros and cons. Because wires are run from every protected point to the 
alarm control panel, holes must be drilled and wires fastened. However, 
when done by a professional company, the work is done with care and 
is mostly concealed. Labor is the main contributor to the high cost of a 
wired system. At today’s labor rates, several technicians working in your 
house for a week can run up quite a bill. A money saving tip here is do-
it-yourself. If you have the basic knowledge to fix a lamp cord, you can 
read the wiring diagrams and install a wired system at a budget cost. Your 
car, motorcycle, camper or boat on trailer, can also be connected to the 
security system. Many types of motion detectors are available, some even 

“pet friendly.” Regardless of wired or wireless, ultimately either system can 
sound a local alarm, connect to a monitoring station, call your mobile 
phone or be custom-tailored to meet the exact needs of the user.

Surveillance cameras – Like home security systems, cameras 
come in two types, wired or wireless. When the door bell rings it is com-
forting to see who is at the front door. Now, even low cost systems can view 
multiple points and display all cameras on just one split screen monitor. 
Camera products change rapidly, offering more and more features at 
lower and lower prices. One of the best recent offerings is an outdoor 
motion-activated floodlight and color camera combination. It does not 
get any better than that. Disturbing statistics show that we cannot always 
trust persons in our house, like the baby-sitter or a serviceman. A wireless 
hidden camera provides an ideal solution for this case. It is, in fact, one of 
the most popular home security items. Other uses for an indoor camera 
include keeping watch on your prized possessions and of course keeping 
watch over your baby.

Home automation – Here is an area of products you will want to 
look at while security shopping. The evolution of security products has 
blended into a new category of home automation products. We have trav-
eled well beyond the wireless garage door opener. Your home computer 
or smartphone can now be used to control appliances, lighting, cameras, 
store camera video files, check on your home, turn on and off your secu-
rity lighting and even your sprinkler system.  

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and li-
censed home inspector and the president of Criterium-Dormady En-
gineers, a locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in 
residential and commercial building inspection services. Dormady 
can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or 
at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website 
is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Real Estate

In last month’s column, I talked 
about “Green” or “Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design” (LEED) 
certified buildings and “Zero Energy 

Homes.” Each of these share a commitment to reduced energy consump-
tion and the “re-use, repurposing and recycling of materials,” “improved 
indoor air quality” and use of “environmentally friendly” and “renewable 
products.” Green or LEED buildings generally generate 20 to 70 percent 
in energy savings, while a Zero Energy Home (ZEH) by definition must 
generate enough energy to meet or exceed its own heating, cooling and 
electrical needs in any given year.

In last month’s column I listed methods for conserving energy by go-
ing “green.” Below are additional methods for adapting or saving energy.

Water heaters: There are several energy-saving strategies available 
when it comes to water heaters. When opting to use a traditional storage 
tank, the location of the tank can have a significant impact on the amount 
of water consumed and the cost of heating the water. The most economi-
cal placement is to have the tank as close as possible to where the water 
is used the most so there is less water wasted waiting for the hot water 
to arrive. Adding insulation to the first foot of the pipe coming out of the 
hot water tank will reduce heat leakage. An alternative to the traditional 
hot water heater is the tankless water heater that only heats the water 
as needed by running the water through heated coils. This method elimi-
nates the need to keep water hot all the time and the energy required to 
do so.

Landscaping: By designing and implementing a landscape cen-
tered on plants native to your locale that are also drought tolerant will 
reduce landscape watering requirements.

Rainwater cisterns with filtration systems: Also gaining popular-
ity are rainwater cisterns that store water from rooftop collection systems 
to be later used for irrigation. Sizes vary and can be selected based on 
rainfall averages, collection area size and available storage locations.

Impervious paving systems: Porous surfaces reduce the impact on 

surrounding areas by allowing rainwater to penetrate the surfaces and be 
absorbed into the soil. Reducing runoff helps alleviate premature expan-
sion of storm water treatment facilities.

Flooring: Several options exist when making flooring selections 
that will increase air quality. For those willing to either reduce the quan-
tity of carpeting or forego it all together, selecting sustainably harvested 
wood or bamboo is a good alternative. However, for those set on having 
carpeting, selecting carpets made using natural fibers with a low pile 
can reduce the collection of allergens. Also, air quality will remain stable 
when carpeting is installed using tacks rather than fume-emitting glue.

Paint: Better air quality is achieved by using low-VOC (volatile or-
ganic compounds) and low-toxic interior paints and finishes instead of 
other paints and finishes that release higher levels of chemicals and toxins.

Solar: Once thought of as an “alternative” source of energy, solar 
panels are gaining popularity. Solar panels remain an expensive option, 
however, their cost has dropped significantly over the last number of 
years, making them less cost-prohibitive. Although solar panels will work 
in any climate, sunnier locations will result in higher productivity. To en-
courage the installation of solar panels, governmental agencies as well 
as some utilities have created different incentive and rebate programs 
to lower the cost.

Wind: Although not practical for the average homeowner due to its 
high installation costs ($40,000 or more), it does remain an option for 
those located in areas with sufficient wind and land resources. Generally, 
a home tower will produce between 8,000-18,000 kilowatts per year given 
sufficient air movement and requires being located on at least one acre 
of land.    

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be 
reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors office located 
at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is 
a local independently owned and operated company. Visit the 
company website at www.gardnerrealtors.com.

Housing going “Green” continued
By Linda R. Martin

Home

Kenner Police Department Seeking Doll & Toy Donations
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WANTED: NEW ASSOCIATES
We are looking for a few serious people to join our energetic and 
progressive thinking company. You provide the energy and we will 
provide everything you need to become a success in the real estate 
industry. Call (504) 433-6464 for more information.

Williams Office  4140 Willians Blvd. Kenner. LA 70065 

CHALMETTE · ELMWOOD · GRETNA · HOUMA · KENNER 
LAPLACE   ·   LULING/BOUTTE  ·  METAIRIE  ·  THIBODAUX

$55,000 Gridiron Cash Giveaway not valid at Boutte and Thibodaux locations. Must be a new card member. Offer voided if not scratched off in the presence of  
OTB Casino representative. Must be at least 21 years of age. Management reserves all rights to alter or cancel this promotion at any time. Must show proof of a valid government 

issued photo I.D. See official rules for details.

NEW MEMBERS CAN WIN UP TO  
$250 INSTANTLY!

SIGN UP FOR A TWIN SPIRES CARD TODAY AND YOU 
COULD SCRATCH & WIN!

3 WINNERS PER DAY!

YOU COULD WIN CASH 
INSTANTLY!

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
NOW – DECEMBER 1 

12PM - 2AM

Latin American News

The Center of 
Leadership Innova-
tion (TCLI) offers 

diverse leaders an open and candid learning com-
munity where new insights and breakthrough ap-
proaches for social change can emerge. They offer 
exposure to best practices, peer coaching and in-
tensive leadership development programs to inspire 
current leaders and prepare the next generation to 
implement ideas that will revitalize communities 
and reinvent organizations.

For 30 years, TCLI has helped over 18,000 di-
verse leaders reach their full potential and leverage 
their ability to bring about innovative change. It en-
courages and engages leaders to change the world 
in ways they never before dared.

There are no borders to this training and de-
velopment. They have implemented Latino Non-
profit Leadership Academy programs in Arkansas, 
Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, and North Carolina 
with replication planned for Washington/Oregon, 
the Gulf Coast (Louisiana, Alabama and Missis-
sippi) and other states.

As TCLI continues to expand it has recognized 
the Louisiana population increase of Latino resi-
dents over the last decade. The Leadership Acad-
emy program will offer the opportunities for Latino 
nonprofit organizations to provide greater levels of 
education, health, housing, family and social ser-
vices to the community.

The Louisiana Latino Nonprofit Leadership 
Academy (LA LNLA) aims to support the growth 
of Latino leaders, contribute to the sustainability 
of Latino nonprofits, and increase their ability to 
effect systemic and transformative change as stew-
ards of diverse low-income Latino communities in 
the Louisiana.

The academy is designed to increase the ca-
pacity of Latino nonprofits leaders within in their 
own organizations and communities, as well as ex-
ternally, throughout the state to move beyond local 
issues to more purposefully address, reduce and 
eliminate barriers to opportunity.

Participating organizations are selected 
through a competitive application process guided 
by a Latino Advisory Committee comprised of lo-

cal Latino nonprofit, philanthropic and community 
building leaders. 

The academy services are offered at no cost to 
participating organizations. For additional informa-
tion call 821-7228 or email slanzas@puentesno.org.

Community announcements
November – 10 Asociación Nicaragüense de 

Louisiana (ANDELA) coronation and gala dance 
for 2012-2013 Miss Nicaragua Queen at the Ken-
ner Pavilion (corner of Loyola and Vintage drive) 
in Kenner from 8:00 p.m. until 12:00 a.m. Music by 
Ovi’G & the Froggies (Las Ranas). For information 
call 504-466-1483.

November 10 - 16 – Latin American Civic Or-
ganization of Louisiana (LACAL) general meeting 
and event planning for “Christmas Holiday at the 
Mall.” For information call 296-3976.

November 18 – Belize Association of Louisi-
ana: Belize Tea Party and Knights of Columbus in 
Kenner. For information call 512-0103.

November 20 – Latin Council general meet-
ing and discussion on issues affecting the Hispanic 
communities. For information call 296-3976.

November 29 – Unidad Hispanoamericana 
Hispanic Holiday presentation event planning and 
final preparations at The Esplanade mall. For infor-
mation call 466-1483.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The 
center offers various programs as well as access to 
information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For 
information call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 Hispanic TV pro-
grams every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 
8:00 p.m. For more information and program sched-
ule go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the K-TV 
76 logo.

I leave you with this thought. “A real leader 
faces the music, even when he doesn’t like it.”    

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations offi-
cer for the Latin American Civic Association of 
Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy at lacal1234@
bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent to P.O. 
Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Growing the next generation of 
leaders 
By Rafael E. Saddy

Tired of missing?
Are you tired of spending your advertising dollars  

in a hit and miss fashion?

Consistently reach your target market,  
those who are in driving range of your business?

 19,405 registered voter households  
receive the Kenner Star Free every MonTh!

MAKe your AdverTiSing dollArS hiT Their TArgeT!
Call the Kenner Star at 468-9125 today for advertising information!

Tired of missing?
Are you tired of spending your advertising dollars  

in a hit and miss fashion?

Consistently reach your target market,  
those who are in driving range of your business?

 19,405 registered voter households  
receive the Kenner Star Free every MonTh!
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Automotive

2158 Kenner Ave. • Kenner, LA
Licensed & Insured

www.bbbconstruction.com

Roofing • Patio Covers • Carports
Glass Rooms • Siding • Window Screens
Windows Re-Screening  • Screen Rooms
Replacement Windows • Pool Enclosures
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CONSTRUCTION, CO.

FREE ESTIMATES
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Battery Replacement $5 – 1yr. Guarantee
Lay Away Plans

We Do All Types of RepAiRs
Watches: Movado, Elgin, Rolex, Hamilton, Gucci, 
Bulova, Walthan, Tissol, Wall Clocks and more…

Jewelry: Welding of Chains, Ring Repairs,  
Ring Sizing, small and large, Diamond Mounting, 

Engraving of Rings and Bracelets,  
Welding of Glasses and more…

HQ WatcH& JeWelry repairHQ WatcH& JeWelry repair
Pedro Romero – Watchmaker

los latinos plaza suite
3521 florida Ave., suite 1B, Kenner, lA 70065

305-1721 • www.aiyellow.com/hqwatch

0812_HQ Watch & Jewelry.indd   1 7/27/12   8:04 PM

Music Lessons
State Certified Instructors

Band Instruments
Piano • Guitar • Bass

468-8255
3901 Williams Blvd. Suite 9, Kenner

Email: mscor1@att.net
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Angels’ PlAce provides loving respite care and a support 
program for children diagnosed with life-threatening and/or 
terminal illnesses. Additional assistance is given to the family as 
they emotionally struggle for understanding while the pain and 
exhaustive treatments continue for the sick and/or dying child. 
The Angels’ Place respite/end of life program provides ease and 
comfort to the whole family and helps to preserve the family unit.

A non-profit organization that
provides respite and end-of-life  
support to seriously ill children  
and their families.

Angels’ PlAce provides loving respite care and a support 
program for children diagnosed with life-threatening and/or 
terminal illnesses. Additional assistance is given to the family as 
they emotionally struggle for understanding while the pain and 
exhaustive treatments continue for the sick and/or dying child. 
The Angels’ Place respite/end of life program provides ease and 
comfort to the whole family and helps to preserve the family unit.

Most automotive failures are tire 
related. The second most common 
cause for vehicle failure is the coolant 
system. But, if you take good care of 
your coolant system, it will take good 

care of you.
Your car’s engine creates a lot of heat – so much heat, that 

if it is not properly cooled, the engine can lock up, resulting in 
massive damage and repair bills. But when everything is working 
right, your engine operates at the proper temperature and all is 
well. Without antifreeze in your cooling system, the water could 
freeze and cause engine damage. This could be very expensive, 
not to mention inconvenient.

The right mix of water and antifreeze protects the engine 
against damage from freezing and overheating. Antifreeze also 
protects the coolant system against corrosion that could cause 
the system to fail. The thing to remember is that the coolant sys-
tem failure is very common, but it is also very easy to prevent. Ser-
vice technicians can check the manufacturers’ recommendations 
and tell you when the coolant needs to be changed. They can also 
perform a coolant system service.

Even the best antifreeze cannot completely protect the cool-
ant system from harmful deposits forever. The anti-corrosion ad-
ditives are used up over time, so the coolant must be replaced. A 
coolant service cleans out the system and replaces the old fluid 
with fresh coolant. A coolant system service is a low-cost way to 
protect against major engine repairs down the road. Prevention is 

the key. Be sure to watch out for the two main warning signs – if 
your temperature gauge is in the “hot” zone or if you get a mes-
sage warning you to check your coolant. If you take a look under 
the hood, you will see the coolant overflow bottle. You can see 
there are lines that indicate the proper level of coolant whether 
your engine is cold or if it is hot.

You can add water or antifreeze to that bottle yourself, but 
be careful. First, you never want to open the radiator pressure 
cap. The steam could severely burn you. Second, try to get to your 
auto service center immediately if your coolant is low. If that is 
not possible, follow the directions in your owner’s manual. Third, 
remember that you need a proper mixture of water and antifreeze 
or you will damage your engine. If you make an emergency ad-
dition to your cooling system, follow-up with your service center 
where they can make necessary corrections. Fourth, not all cars 
use the same type of antifreeze. You will need to check your own-
er’s manual to make sure you use the right kind. Mixing antifreeze 
types or using the wrong kind of antifreeze may void the manu-
facturers’ warranty on your cooling system. If you’re not sure, ask 
your technician for guidance.   

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire and 
Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated full-
service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 Wil-
liams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-
5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is  
www.scottystireauto.com.

Coolant antifreeze service usually overlooked
By Scott Zimmerman

Community

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni will be the featured guest 
speaker at the Kenner Professional Business Association’s 
monthly luncheon meeting on Tuesday, November 27, 2012. The 
mayor will give the annual state of the city address.

Mayor Yenni was elected on March 27, 2010. Prior to his elec-
tion Yenni served as chief executive officer under Kenner Mayor 
Ed Muniz.

The meeting will be held at Chateau Golf and Country Club, 
located at 3600 Chateau Boulevard in Kenner. Networking be-
gins at 11:30 a.m. and lunch starts at noon. Reservations are re-
quired to attend and can be emailed to reservations@kpba.biz. 
The KPBA club is a community-based networking organization 
for men and women. For more information about attending the 
KPBA meetings or joining the club visit www.kpba.biz.   

Mayor Yenni to give state of the city address at KPBA meeting

Gulf Coast Bank announces third quarter earnings
Guy Williams, president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast 

Bank and Trust Company today reported that the bank experienced earn-
ings of $5.78 million for the third quarter of 2012. This reflects a 54 per-
cent increase over 2011’s third quarter earnings of $3.75 million.

Williams attributes the increase in earnings to good asset quality 
and the high demand for mortgage purchase and refinance loans. Ad-
ditionally, there has been continued demand for new business loans 
through the bank’s small business lending department. Following Hur-
ricane Isaac, Gulf Coast Bank partnered with the Small Business Admin-
istration (SBA) to set up a disaster recovery center at its business center 
branch in St. Bernard to assist affected businesses.

This month, Gulf Coast Bank announced two milestones – the open-
ing of its 16th branch at 1901 Manhattan Boulevard in Harvey and the 
bank’s recognition by the United States Small Business Administration 
as the largest SBA lender in the state of Louisiana. Williams said that he 

was very pleased that the bank has led the state in small business lending 
for four years in a row and he attributes much of the bank’s success to this 
continued achievement.

To celebrate its 16th branch location, Gulf Coast Bank will host a 
grand opening event on November 8, 2012. Encouraged by the economic 
vibrancy of the Westbank, the bank hired six new employees to start this 
location.

“The team is very excited to be a part of the expansion,” said Stephen 
Dickey, Gulf Coast Bank’s Market President on the Westbank. “The bank 
has done great with its one branch in Terrytown and we hope to expand 
on that success.”

Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company is headquartered in New Or-
leans and operates 16 full-service banking locations throughout southeast 
Louisiana including a Kenner branch office located at 3410 Williams Bou-
levard. For more information visit www.gulfbank.com.  
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Community

“11 years experience”

Owner/Installer: Fernando Calore
292-2461

Ceramic - Marble 
Porcelain - Stones

Floors - Backsplashes

FREE ESTIMATES
Call today for 

expert installation by 
Brazilian native 

Fernando.
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See why State Farm® insures more 
drivers than GEICO and Progressive 
combined. Great service, plus 
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, then 
talk to me.

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1001174.1

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA  70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

Are you looking to replace your Social Security card just be-
cause you don’t have it? Then rest assured as you really don’t need 
to replace it. What’s most important is that you remember your So-
cial Security number.

Remember, during your formal education, when you used to mem-
orize passages from a book or answers for a test? In the same way, you 
should memorize your Social Security number. Knowing your Social Se-
curity number is important when it comes to work, taxes, banking and 
other types of business. Treat your number as confidential information 
and keep it protected. Memorizing your number means you don’t need 
to carry your Social Security card with you unless you need to show it to 
your employer. Keep it in a safe place with your other important papers.

If you really do need to get a replacement card, it’s easy to apply 
for a new one. Simply complete an Application for a Social Security 
Card (Form SS-5) and provide original documents proving your U.S. 
citizenship or immigration status, age and identity. The application 
includes examples of documents you may need. You can find the ap-
plication at www.socialsecurity.gov/ssnumber. Then, take or mail your 
completed application and documents to your local Social Security of-
fice. Your Social Security card will be mailed to you.

If your card is lost or stolen, you can apply for a replacement for 
free. However, with some exceptions, you are limited to three replace-
ment cards in a year and 10 during your lifetime. Learn more at www.
socialsecurity.gov.  

A Social Security card and number lesson 

Monthly Social Security and Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI) benefits for nearly 62 million Americans will increase 1.7 
percent in 2013, the Social Security Administration announced 
recently.

The 1.7 percent cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) will begin 
with benefits that more than 56 million Social Security beneficia-
ries receive in January 2013. Increased payments to more than 
eight million SSI beneficiaries will begin on December 31, 2012.

Some other changes that take effect in January of each year 
are based on the increase in average wages. Based on that increase, 

the maximum amount of earnings subject to the Social Security tax 
(taxable maximum) will increase to $113,700 from $110,100. Of the 
estimated 163 million workers who will pay Social Security taxes 
in 2013, nearly 10 million will pay higher taxes as a result of the 
increase in the taxable maximum.

Information about Medicare changes for 2013, when an-
nounced, will be available at www.Medicare.gov. For some benefi-
ciaries their Social Security increase may be partially or completely 
offset by increases in Medicare premiums.  

Social Security announces increase for 2013 

19,405
That’s the number of registered voter  
households in Kenner that receive the  

Kenner Star FREE in the mail each month!
  

WANT TO REACH  
THOSE PEOPLE?

 
Call us to advertise! 468-9125
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Government

During a meeting of city of Kenner department heads on 
October 17, 2012, Elizabeth “Liz” Bauman, a clerk in the city’s 
legal department, was selected as outstanding employee for 
September 2012. Bauman has been employed by the city for 
four years and was cited for her outstanding performance on 
the job, her skills and great attitude in handling the public 
and for being a team player. Bauman is a member of the may-
or’s city of Kenner volunteer committee (CVC) which handles 
fundraising for various charities and families in need. Bauman 
will be retiring at the end of October.   

Bauman named employee of month 
for city of Kenner
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With SBA Lending Solutions from 
Gulf Coast Bank, I’m not just 

spinning my wheels.

* Gulf Coast Bank was rated the 
   SBA’s Top Dollar Lender in the 
   Louisiana market. Ranking as 
   of 5/31/2012.

As Louisiana’s largest SBA lender,* Gulf Coast Bank offers a 
variety of small business lending options, so you’re sure to 

find one that’s the perfect fit for you. Whether you’re 
starting up or expanding, our experienced lending 

officers will create a program tailored to your 
business’ specific needs and goals.

SBA Loans from 
Gulf Coast Bank offer:
•	 Competitive	rates
•	 Lower	down	payments
•	 Longer	loan	terms
•	 Fast	credit	approvals

1-800-223-2060 www.Gulfbank.com

Tuesday, 
November 6

Poll voting  
Hours

6:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
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Kenner 2030
 from page 1

455-2355

bELLCO ELECTRiC
Residential • Commercial

over
30 Years

experience

No Job Too Small - We Do all!
METAiRiE KENNER N.O. AREA

LICENSED ¥ BONDED ¥ INSURED

L
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OWNER RONNIE BELLACI 

24-hour electricAl service
7 Days A Week

We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE

BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE

LICENSED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED      OWNER RONNIE BELLACI

BREAKFAST, LUNCH 
& CATERING

COFFEES & PASTRIES
See menu at www.caffelatteda.com

Call ahead for takeout!

Mon-Sat 6:30 AM - 6:00 PM • Sunday 7:30 AM - 3:00 PM
(Kitchen closes at 3:00 p.m. daily) 

5860 CITRUS BLVD. (corner Dickory) HARAHAN
818-0051  818-0053 (Fax)

Family Owned & Operated

HOLIDAYCATERING!
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all want to get there together, with a community-wide 
consensus about comprehensive zoning, require-
ments that commercial properties be properly main-
tained with a lot of pride in Kenner’s quality of life.”

Mayor Yenni noted that an entire section of the 
2030 plan is devoted to cooperation between the city 
and the airport. Yenni said he has always believed that 
the city’s future is tied to the airport’s progress and 
vice versa.

“Airport Director Iftikhar Ahmad has been an ac-
tive member of our economic development commit-
tee,” says the mayor. “Mr. Ahmad already speaks of the 
city of Kenner as his ‘partner’ and the members of the 
economic development committee see the airport as 
our partner in the uphill climb to rebuild Kenner as 
an even better city.”

Mayor Yenni said Ahmad’s plans for the airport 
include a study to determine the feasibility of a new 
terminal and increasing traveler volume to more than 
10 million a year. At present, the airport accommo-
dates about eight million fliers a year.

The mayor said that a successful airport will gen-
erate new investments in hotels, motels, restaurants 
and other attractions which will spur more sales tax 
revenue for the city. “I recently met with an inves-
tor who bought an existing hotel in Kenner and he 
wants to build two more hotel properties here. His 
investment, which will create construction jobs and 
permanent jobs, is predicated on the expectation that 
the airport is going to become bigger and more pro-
ductive.”

Yenni’s administration is hoping for a plan, 
contingent on New Orleans City Council approval, to 
come to fruition that will speed up the process of the 
airport selling about 100 acres of land bought by the 

airport in the 1990s due to noise mitigation. The city 
wants to get that property back into commerce, ben-
efiting Kenner’s economy.

Other plans envisioned by Yenni include rede-
veloping Laketown and Rivertown, a beautification 
revamping of Kenner’s major thoroughfares and a 
reworking of the zoning ordinances to improve the 
quality of life in Kenner. Included in Yenni’s plan is 
a refinancing of the city’s debt to produce $30 million 
for aesthetic improvements to Williams Boulevard, 
Airline Drive, Veterans Boulevard and other roadways. 
The refinancing requires City Council approval. A $60 
million program to replace and improve the city’s fail-
ing and aging sewer system is underway.

Yenni said the Kenner 2030 plan is not a mayor’s 
plan or an administration plan, but a city plan to be 
used now and by succeeding administrations. “It is 
a grass roots plan that was developed by community 
leaders who came forward to serve on the Economic 

Development Committee and then worked with the 
consultants to develop a vision of where our commu-
nity needs to be by the year 2030,” said Yenni. “This 
is a tremendous effort that goes beyond any one indi-
vidual. This is a good plan and I hope the City Council 
buys into this vision. We have been fortunate to have 
some council members attend and participate in the 
committee meetings. For Kenner 2030 to be success-
ful, the vision and the work have to go beyond this 
administration. I will be encouraging my successors 
and City Council successors to join in this community-
wide effort. Strategic plans like Kenner 2030 cannot 
implement themselves. Implementation hinges on 
the steadfast commitment of elected officials, public 
agencies and the broader community. This plan is 
well thought out and viable. It is my hope it will be 
successful over time.”   

Food drive
 from page 1

hunger,” said Arleeta Terrell, director of Kenner’s 
Community Development Department.

In November 2011 the food drive was on a Sat-
urday only and drop off locations were at all Kenner 
Fire Stations. “This year we are expanding our ap-
peal to the community. The food drive will begin on 

Monday, November 5 and end Saturday, November 
10. Drop off locations will be at all Kenner gyms as 
well as the city’s fire stations. I think this change 
will be more convenient for residents and hopefully 
produce a greater amount of donations received.” 
Terrell said.

With the one day collection last year the food 
bank received only two tons of food donations. “It 
was not enough to fill Thanksgiving baskets for the 

needy, let alone restock pantry shelves at the food 
bank,” said Terrell. “In 2010, when the November 
food drive was sponsored by the postal carriers, the 
food bank received seven tons of food and it was all 
distributed by Thanksgiving.”

Terrell is worried that the food bank will not 
be able to meet the needs of fami-
lies during the upcoming Thanks-
giving and Christmas seasons. “We 
have more than 25 new families a 
month seeking an emergency food 
supply for the first time. It is com-
mon for persons who have just 
become unemployed to come to 
us for aid. It is heart breaking. It 
hurts when you have to tell hungry 
people the cupboard is bare and 
I really don’t want to be in that 
position during Thanksgiving and 
Christmas this year,” continued 
Terrell. “I know times are tough for everyone, but if 
citizens can manage to donate a few can goods or 
a few dollars to the food bank, it will help us pro-
vide many meals to the poor, homeless and hungry. 
More people than ever are depending on the food 
bank today than ever before because of the rising 
cost of living, high unemployment and other eco-
nomic factors.”

“The overwhelming support for the Kenner 
Food Bank over the past years has been the key 
to its success. The work of our Community Devel-

opment and Parks and Recreation departments, as 
well as private fundraising events, have all contrib-
uted to the food bank’s capability to assist thousands 

throughout the year. It is important that we continue 
to encourage donations and support, specifically 
during the holiday season when demand is higher. I 
am proud that citizens in need can turn to our food 
bank during this busy time of year,” said Kenner 
Mayor Michael S. Yenni.

Terrell wants all donors to 
know how appreciative the recipi-
ents of the food are. “I know that 
the donations that sustain them 
come from average folks with big 
hearts who care about our commu-
nity,” said Terrell. “The food bank 
couldn’t exist without a lot of good 
people caring about those who 
are struggling and hungry. We are 
also grateful to the area churches, 
school and local businesses that 
support us throughout the year. 
Their efforts are what enabled us to 

keep our doors open this past year.”
Terrell said the Kenner Fire Department, 

Recreation Department and the Mayor’s office 
are all working along with her department to help 
sponsor this year’s food drive from November 5 to 
November 10.

Citizens are asked to participate by donating 
canned and boxed non-perishable food items to 
any one of the six fire stations or any Kenner gym. 
Monetary donations can be made by check or money 
order payable to the Kenner Food Bank and sent to 
624 Williams Boulevard, Kenner, LA, 70062.

For more information call Arleeta Terrell at 
468-7588 or email aterrell@kenner.la.us.  

“This year we are 
expanding our appeal 
to the community. The 

food drive will begin 
on Monday, November 

5 and end Saturday, 
November 10.”

If you are picking up guests arriving at the airport, 
please take advantage of our free airport cell phone 
parking lot. The lot is available year round with onsite 
security from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. daily and is located 
at the corner of Airline Drive and Hollandey Street 
across from the airport in a fenced area marked with 
a huge brown sign. This is the way it works. Once your 
arriving party is in baggage claim and has received their 
luggage, they simply call you on your cell phone to let 
you know they are ready to be picked up. You may then 
proceed to the lower roadway outside baggage claim 
to pick them up. Based on Federal regulations, airport 
police can only allow cars that are actively loading or 
unloading passengers to stop and park on the airport 
upper or lower roadways. For this reason, the cell phone 
lot is more convenient than circling the airport grounds 
and helps reduce congestion in the baggage claim area.

As you travel, the New Orleans Aviation Board and 
staff of Armstrong International Airport are working 
hard to provide you with first class customer service and 
safe facilities. We want to make your brief time spent in 
our airport as pleasant as possible. Happy holidays to 
you and yours!   

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of avia-
tion for Louis Armstrong New Orleans In-
ternational Airport may be reached at  
director@flymsy.com. Check your local listings for 
the air time of the Armstrong International Airport 
30 minute television program, “Airport Alive,” or 
view it on the airport website, www.flymsy.com, by 
clicking on the “Airport Alive” link on the “News 
and Stats” page. You can now follow the airport  
on Facebook.com/Armstrongintl and Twitter @NO 
Airport. To find out how to be a volunteer at the air-
port, click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s website 
homepage.

Ahmad
 from page 9
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involving Kenner for the 2nd Congressional District 
seat, Dwayne Bailey (R), Gary Landrieu (D), Josue 
Larose (R), Cedric Richmond (D) and Caleb Trotter 
(L) will be the candidates for voters in K013B, K015, 
K021 thru K024, K026 and K029 thru K033 precincts.

All voters in Louisiana will see the nine state 
Constitutional amendments on the ballot proposed 
by state legislators during the 2012 Legislative ses-
sion. State Representative Tony Ligi, who represents 
a large section of Kenner, authored amendment num-
ber 5.

On its website, www.parlouisiana.org., the 
Public Affairs Research Council, a private, non-
profit government research organization, supported 
through the tax-deductible membership contribu-
tions of Louisiana citizens, has published a guide with 
detailed explanations of all the 2012 amendments. 
See PAR’s brief explanations below.

Proposed Constitutional amendment 1
Medicare Trust Fund for the Elderly

A vote for would prohibit the Legislature or gov-
ernor from taking money from the Medicaid Trust 
Fund for the Elderly to help balance the state op-
erating budget.

A vote against would leave the possibility that 
money could be taken from the fund.

Proposed Constitutional amendment 2
Strict scrutiny standard for gun laws

A vote for would require than any laws restrict-
ing the right to keep and bear arms be subject to 
the highest level of judicial review, known as strict 
scrutiny. Also, the amendment would say that the 
right to keep and bear arms is a fundamental one 
in Louisiana. It would delete a line in the Consti-
tutional that says the right to keep and bear arms 
shall not prevent the passage of laws to prohibit 

the carrying of concealed weapons.

A vote against would retain the existing lan-
guage in the Constitution, which affirms that the 
right to keep and bear arms shall not be abridged 
but does not require strict scrutiny of arms laws 
and expressly allows the Legislature to regulate 
concealed weapons.

Proposed Constitutional amendment 3
Earlier notice of public retirement system bills

A vote for would require that bills affecting the 
state’s public retirement systems be filed a month 
earlier than other types of legislation submitted 
prior to a legislative session. A vote for would 
double the public notice period for prefiled retire-
ment bills.

A vote against would mean bills affecting pub-
lic retirement systems would continue to be subject 
to the same prefiling period and public notice re-
quirements as they are now.

Proposed Constitutional amendment 4
Property tax exemption for spouses of certain 
disabled veterans

A vote for would allow the spouse of a deceased 
veteran who had a 100 percent service-connected 
disability rating to claim a higher homestead ex-
emption even if the exemption was not in effect at 
the time the veteran died.

A vote against would mean the spouse could 
not claim the higher exemption if the veteran died 
before it took effect.

Proposed Constitutional amendment 5
Forfeiture of public retirement benefits for 
convicted public servants

A vote for would allow the courts to include the 
forfeiture of a portion of public retirement benefits 
as part of the sentence for a public servant convict-
ed of a felony related to his or her office.

A vote against would leave the current system 
in place, which means a public servant convicted 
of a felony related to his or her office would be al-
lowed to keep whatever public retirement benefits 
he or she has earned, except for court-ordered res-
titution and other specific circumstances already 
described in law.

Proposed Constitutional amendment 6
Property tax exemption authority for New Iberia

A vote for would allow New Iberia to grant city 
property tax exemptions to any property owner 
annexed into the city after January 1, 2013.

A vote against would mean the city would be 
unable to grant such exemptions to property own-
ers annexed into the city.

Proposed Constitutional amendment 7
Membership of certain state boards and 
commissions

A vote for would adjust the membership selection 
process for constitutionally created boards and 
commissions that have members selected based on 
the state’s congressional districts.

A vote against would leave the membership se-
lection process for constitutionally created boards 
and commissions as it is now – based on a soon-to-
be outdated number of congressional districts.

Proposed Constitutional amendment 8
Property tax exemption for non-manufacturing 
businesses

A vote for would allow the state Board of Com-
merce and Industry to grant local property tax 
exemption contracts to a targeted group of non-
manufacturing businesses in parishes that choose 
to participate in the program.

A vote against would mean these targeted non-
manufacturing businesses would continue to be 
ineligible for property tax exemptions.

Proposed Constitutional amendment 9
More notice for crime prevention district bills

A vote for would increase the times that bills to 
created crime prevention and security districts 
must be advertised and require that the notices of 
intent state whether a parcel fee would be imposed 
and collected, whether the fee could be imposed or 
increased without an election, and what the maxi-
mum amount of the fee would be.

A vote against would mean crime prevention and 
security district ills would continue to be subject to 
the same public notice requirements as they are now.

On election day the polls will open at 6:00 a.m. 
and close at 8:00 p.m. The addresses of polling places 
can be found on the Louisiana’s secretary of state’s 
website, www.sos.la.gov.   

Election
 from page 1

The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

November 1, 15 & 29, 2012
at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!
Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills

Be A Confident Public Speaker
Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member
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Advertise in the
 KENNER STHR • 468-9125

“The man who stops 
advertising to save

 money is like the man 
who stops the clock  

to save time.”
—Thomas Jefferson
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2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd., Kenner  

• 24 hour access available
• climate/non-climate controlled  
• video surveillence  
• onsite management  
• high & dry  
• we accept your deliveries
• hurricane wind rated
• 140,000 square feet
• state-of-the-art construction
• commercial inventory & materials storage
• household goods  
• business records
• classic & vintage car storage

www.bigeasyselfstorage.com

ONE MONTH FREE! 
MoVe iN sPeCials aVailaBle!
468-3474

HURRICANE PROTECTION!

Highest wind-rated storage in Kenner!

Protect va
luables • 
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www.facebook.com/bigeasyselfstorage

Call for details!

Big Easy Storage is now 
a Drop Off Station for the 

Kenner Food Bank

“Super rent SpecialS!”
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