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Kenner begins recycling program with two drop-off locations
By Allan Katz
The city of Kenner has started a recycling program with two convenient neighborhood drop-off locations in north Kenner and
south Kenner.
“It’s clear that many Kenner residents
feel strongly about recycling and want to participate in a comprehensive program,” said
Deputy Chief Administrative Officer Natalie
Newton. “At the same time, the city would
have had to charge for a house-to-house pickup program. Because the economy has been
so difficult, we decided to start the program
with two convenient drop-off locations.”

The city has partnered with Ramelli Waste
to bring a recycling unit to each location. The

Councilman Stagni hopeful new developer will
turn Redwood property into first class mall
By Allan Katz
Kenner officials and homeowners are
hopeful that developer Raoof Kahn will turn
the long-vacant former Redwood Park apartment site into a high-quality retail strip center.
Kahn is scheduled to purchase the 15-acre
site, considered to be the largest tract in Kenner available for development, from Howie Raymond, who was the owner of the Redwood Park
apartments that was virtually destroyed by Hurricane Katrina in 2007. Raymond demolished
the damaged buildings and the site has been
vacant since the hurricane. Kenner District 2

north Kenner drop-off location
is on the northeast side of City
Park near the fire station on
Vintage Drive between Loyola
Drive and East Loyola Drive.
The south Kenner drop-off location is near the northwest corner of Veterans Park behind City
Hall, which is located at 1801
Williams Boulevard.
Acceptable
recyclables
include plastic containers
with the recycling symbol for
numbers 1-7, aluminum, tin and steel containers. Paper products such as magazines, phone

books, newspapers and junk mail are recyclable. Cardboard and other boxes must be folded
and flattened and shredded paper must be
contained in plastic bags. There is no need to
separate these items. The locations are available 24 hours a day, seven days per week. Glass
or Styrofoam are not acceptable. Also not accepted are containers that have held motor oil
or any other hazardous material.
“We feel this will give us a good start on a
recycling program that Kenner families will
enjoy participating in. We hope with the new
year upon us this program will encourage
the Kenner community to resolve to recycle,”
said Newton.

Kenner re-launches “Shop Kenner First”
The city of Kenner’s Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications along
with Kenner’s television station, KTV, announced
the re-launch of the “Shop Kenner First” campaign during the past holiday season.
A few years ago, in an effort to encourage
Kenner citizens to invest in their local commu-

Kenner District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni
Councilman Joe Stagni, whose district includes the Redwood Park site, says he told
Raymond that the community did not want
another high-density development on the
page 23

nity, KTV initially launched this campaign. The
undertaking included promotional videos that ran
on KTV, as well as YouTube, and colorful placards
that read “Keep Our City Strong-Shop Kenner
First.” These placards were distributed to numerous businesses in the city, and most hung them in
their storefront windows or displayed them in a
conspicuous place in their stores. The campaign
has since weakened and many new businesses
have come to Kenner.
In an effort to resurrect awareness regarding the importance of shopping local, the city of
Kenner and KTV re-launched this effort and will
once again run billboards and promotional videos
for this initiative. In addition, the IT office will promote Shop Kenner First via the Kenner Facebook
page and website.
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KDHSA charter school’s curriculum offers
real world skills
Mayor Yenni delivers 2012 state of the city address
clear understanding of what students are expectBy Joy Hirdes

When the Kenner Discovery Health Sciences
Academy welcomes students through its doors
come August, Head of School Patty Glaser assures
a leadership team in place to deliver an education
to grow and nurture future healthcare professionals and healthy citizens in our
community.
“We want to help produce
future citizens who take a proactive role in living healthy, physical,
medical and mental lifestyles,” said Glaser, chief executive officer and founding head of
the new district charter school.
Amid the excitement of a new school in Kenner is that the academy’s health and science based
curriculum will include the new “Common Core
State Standards” – a new set of standards adopted
by 46 states which signifies a huge shift in teaching practices for many schools, Glaser explained.
The CCSS curriculum provides a consistent,

ed to learn, so teachers and parents know what
they need to do to help them, Glaser said.
CCSS standards reflect the real world and
offer the knowledge and skills young people
need for success in college and careers. This
curriculum also prepares students for a newfangled testing system launching in 2014
called the PARCC assessment
which is designed to dramatically increase the rates at
which students graduate from
high school prepared for success in college and the workplace.
Emphasis also will be on writing skills,
which will occur across the board at the school,
for all grades. Research writing projects will be
an annual assignment for grades two through
eight with students showcasing their projects to
classmates and parents.
“Students will not only know how to research
when they leave KDHSA, but they will know how
page 22

The city of Kenner’s annual state of the
city address was presented November 27, 2012
by Mayor Michael S. Yenni at the Kenner Professional Business Association’s monthly meeting
held at Chateau Golf and Country Club. The audience of nearly 150 listened as Mayor Yenni reviewed the accomplishments made since his last
address in November of 2011. Yenni discussed
progress in categories of public service such as
economic development and quality of life, as well
page 22

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni
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Thanks to all the Kenner citizens who chose to support
our local merchants over the holiday shopping season.
Make your new year’s
resolution one that’s
easy to keep.
Save time and money
by shopping close to home
throughout the year.
SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES THAT SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY!

0113_Kenner Shop First.indd 1
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2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

Hubble vision

Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

View the wonders of the universe as never before in this visually stunning and in-depth planetarium
show! Hubble Vision brings into focus the vastness of outer space by detailing the discoveries made by
the Hubble Space Telescope. See glorious images of planets, nebulae, star clusters, galaxies, and more.
You’ll never be so close to objects so far away again!

Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.
Running time: 40 minutes

Narrated By Meryl Streep, HURRICANE ON THE BAYOU carries
audiences on a journey deep into the soulstirring heart of
Louisiana - before, during and after the unprecedented
devastation of Hurricane Katrina. HURRICANE ON THE BAYOU
follows a group of four musicians, both legendary and rising, as they uncover the electrifying culture
of New Orleans; explore the beautiful, alligator filled bayous on airboats; recount their personal stories
of Katrina; and most of all, bring the focus to the rapidly disappearing wetlands that are New Orleans’
first line of defense against deadly storms.

Saturdays – 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes
Get ready for a mix of today’s most popular musical artists brought to life in this dazzling display of
color and light. Laser animations are set to selections from Justin Timberlake, Lloyd, Estelle, the Beastie
Boys, Lil Mama, the Black Eyed Peas and more. This show is sure to be fun and exciting for everyone!

On Tuesday through Friday by appointment only, Groups/Field Trips
Call 468-7231 for reservations or info. H General Public - Saturdays Only

Admission: Adults, $6 per show; Children/Seniors, $5 per show
Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us
0113_KennerFP.indd 1
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Wouldn’t it be nice to have more cash
in the bank for holiday shopping?
give yourself a gift with

G ulf C oast B ank ’ s

A
Valentine
gift
A Valentine gift
the
body,
Afor
Valentine
gift
for the body,
the
heart.
for thefrom
body,
from the heart.
from the heart.

Plan ahead for next year’s holiday shopping season by opening a
Gulf Coast Bank Christmas Club Account today! Automatically
transfer funds to your Christmas Club Account each
month. In November, we’ll deposit the full
amount into your Checking Account, just
in time for holiday shopping!

Visit us at:
3410 Williams Blvd
Kenner, LA 70065

Send all the right messages with Massage Envy Spa gift cards.
Available
in any
at your
local Massage
Spa.
Send all the
rightdenomination
messages with
Massage
Envy Spa Envy
gift cards.

Available
in any
at your
local Envy
Massage
Spa.
Send all the
rightdenomination
messages with
Massage
Spa Envy
gift cards.

39
39
39

A minimum deposit of $25.00 is required to open the account. There is no monthly service charge, however, a $10.00 closing fee will be
collected if the account is closed within 6 months of opening. An automatic pre-authorized transfer from your Gulf Coast Bank checking or
savings account is required in order to transfer the funds to your Christmas Club Account. See a banker for more information regarding the
terms, restrictions and rates that may apply.

11-39-213_KennerStar.indd 1
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49
49

1-hour $at your local
Introductory
Murad
$Available Introductory
in any denomination
Massage1-hour
Envy Spa.
massage
session*
Healthy
Skin
facial
session*
Introductory 1-hour $
Introductory 1-hour Murad®
$
massage
session*
Healthy
Skin 1-hour
facial session*
Introductory
1-hour $
Introductory
Murad®
$
massage session*
Open 7 Days:
M-F 8-10, Sat 8-6, SunHealthy
10-6 Skin facial session*
MassageEnvy.com
· Convenient
· Franchises Available
Open
7 Days: M-F 8-10,
Sat 8-6, Hours
Sun 10-6
MassageEnvy.com
· Convenient
· Franchises Available
Open
7 Days: M-F 8-10,
Sat 8-6, Hours
Sun 10-6
KENNER
MassageEnvy.com
· Convenient
Hours · Franchises Available
819
W. Esplanade Ave.,
Suite B
KENNER
®

corner
Chateau Blvd
819
W.ofEsplanade
Ave., Suite B *See clinic for details. ©2011 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC.
KENNER
(504)
496-9000
E2843
corner
of
Chateau
Blvd
819 W. Esplanade Ave., Suite B
(504)
496-9000
*See clinic for details. ©2011 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC.
corner
of Chateau Blvd
0113_Massage Envy.indd 1
12/27/12 8:30 PM
E2843
(504)
496-9000
*See clinic
for details. ©2011 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC.
*See clinic for details. ©2011 Massage Envy Franchising, LLC.

E2843
E2843
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from The Editor

Many challenges but also lots of hopeful indicators make 2013 a promising year for Kenner
By Allan Katz

At a time when
many have feared
the worst for the
city of Kenner, there
are many reasons to
be cheerful as 2012
comes to an end and 2013 begins.
As the old year ended, Kenner District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni provided reason for optimism as he
reported that a confident developer, Raoof Kahn, intends to purchase the old Redwood Park Apartments
tract and is planning an upscale retail mall. While
Kahn is an unknown quantity in Kenner, Stagni says
the developer has already agreed to meet all of Kenner’s standards for a new mall. Kahn has a chance to
put together a 15-acre site that is one of the most attractive in the metro area. We all have reason to hope
that he will exceed Kenner’s hopes.
Other good news is that further development of
Laketown is moving forward with the state and Jefferson
Parish all cooperating in Kenner’s annexation of more
than 80 acres of property along Lake Pontchartrain and
the reclaiming of 30 more acres. The hope is that Lake

town will become the new West End for the metro area,
bringing thousands of Kenner residents and visitors to
the shores of Lake Pontchartrain for recreation, cuisine,
music, shopping and good times.
Meanwhile, Kenner’s landing of the Coconut
Beach volleyball complex and forward steps for the new
health science charter school are excellent news. The
new school has chosen both temporary and permanent
sites with classes beginning in August of 2013. And the
owners of the volleyball complex are already planning a
major expansion.
Also on the good news front was the announcement that the New Jersey-based Sterik Company is planning to spend several million dollars on a major upgrade
of The Pavilion mall, the retail center Academy Sports
vacated. An architect is drawing up plans and Sterik is
actively searching nationwide for anchor tenants.
Construction is underway on the 14-screen theater
to be located at The Esplanade mall with plans being
made for a huge opening in May 2013. The theater, when
completed will be another important economic draw
both for residents and visitors.
Much of the impetus for this and other progress

have come from the administration of Mayor Michael S.
Yenni and City Council members. In developing his economic development committee, Yenni, more than any
other mayor, has reached out to the Kenner business
community and gotten them involved in the planning
process for a better, stronger and more economically
viable Kenner.
Another positive factor is that the Kenner City
Council has been working well with the administration.
During these trying economic times, for the city to move
forward it’s essential that everyone have their eyes on
the goal line, the point of which is to make the city a better place to live and raise a family. As we head into 2013,
all signs appear to be positive.
I am also heartened by the Yenni administration’s
hiring of the Jefferson Parish Convention and Visitors
Bureau to market the city. I think the staff at the Jefferson Convention and Visitors Bureau is very competent
and well-qualified to help Kenner achieve its full potential in the field of tourism. Kenner currently has more
than 2,000 hotel rooms and Mayor Yenni says developers
are checking out opportunities to put up new hotels and
other tourism-related developments. Tourism is one of
the areas where Kenner will have opportunities in 2013

and beyond to create new jobs. The mayor is also looking
at restructuring the management of the Pontchartrain
Center along with providing incentives for event organizers to meet in Kenner.
Also, I think that not enough has been said about
the Ochsner Medical Center in Kenner as a solid economic anchor and provider of jobs. Ochsner-Kenner,
now and in the future, is one of Kenner’s prime assets.
Finally, it’s a sad thing to know that every night,
even Christmas night, there are hungry senior citizens
and children in Kenner. The national recession has had
a terrible impact here just as everywhere else. One need
only visit the Kenner Food Bank to see for yourself how
much demand there is and how difficult it is to provide
enough food for all who pass through their doors. I know
that we are all constantly asked by many worthy causes
for our financial support, even if it’s only a few dollars.
But I hope you’ll save a special place in your heart for the
Kenner Food Bank and will consider making a donation
of whatever you can to this wonderful cause.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.
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Gun control: Knee jerk liberal reaction
By Jeff Crouere
In the wake of
a tragedy, there is always a call from too
many publicity seeking politicians to “do
something.” Often
government action only results in more problems,
more deficit spending and a false sense of security
for Americans. Our country is witnessing a similar
situation in the aftermath of the Newtown, Connecticut school massacre. Ever since the murder of
27 people by 20 year old madman Adam Lanza, liberals across the country have been calling for more
gun control. At the same time, they are ignoring important factors such as Lanza’s mental illness and
the inadequate security presence at Sandy Hook
Elementary, which contributed to the death of so
many innocent people.
It is despicable that liberals like filmmaker
Michael Moore and New York Senator Chuck
Schumer are trying to take political advantage of
a true tragedy. Sadly, Democrats such as Schumer
and California Senator Dianne Feinstein have no
shame and are already promising to introduce a
bill to restrict the right of Americans to purchase
assault weapons.
The assault weapons ban ended in 2004 and
gun control advocates have been working ever
since to reestablish the law. In his killing spree,
Lanza used a semiautomatic Bushmaster .223 rifle.
This is the type of weapon that Schumer and Feinstein want to ban.
Lanza alone should be blamed for his cold
blooded murders, not the instrument he used to
commit his crime or the law abiding Americans
who own similar types of semiautomatic weapons.
This logic applies not only to gun crimes, but
to other tragedies as well. For example, drunk
drivers, not the cars they unfortunately attempt
to operate, should be blamed for killing innocent

motorists. The 9/11 terrorists, not the planes they
hijacked, should be blamed for destroying the
World Trade Center buildings and killing almost
3,000 people.
Guns can be used for a variety of sporting
endeavors, including hunting and range practice.
However, the most important reason for Americans
to own guns is for protection against criminals and
the actions of an out of control government. Tyrannies throughout history, such as Nazi Germany,
Pol Pot’s Cambodia and the Soviet Union, have
suppressed their citizens by removing their guns.
This made their evil programs of mass extermination much easier to accomplish. Today, communist
regimes in North Korea, China and Cuba practice
strict gun control. It is part of their overall policy
of subjugating the people and promoting the power
of the state. We need to make sure in this country
the Second Amendment remains in place and the
real political power resides among the people not
the government.
In fact, any diminution of our right to bear
arms must be opposed. This amendment was
placed in the Bill of Rights for very important
reasons. It must not be abridged by well-meaning
liberals who claim that Americans do not “need assault weapons.” As long as we do not harm others,
Americans should be able to enjoy our God-given
freedoms. It is not for our politicians or bureaucrats in the federal government to tell us what kind
of car we can drive, what brand of clothes we can
wear or what type of weapon we can purchase.
In the future, to combat another massacre
like the one in Newtown, we should not restrict
the gun rights of Americans. In fact, we should
encourage more Americans to become trained gun
owners with a concealed carry permit. As Texas
Governor Rick Perry said “you should be able to
carry your handgun anywhere in this state.” In fact,
Perry believes that teachers should have “access to

weapons in their school.” This idea has plenty of
merit for mass murderers tend to focus on areas
that are gun free zones, such as movie theaters, college campuses and elementary schools. If an armed
guard or teacher had been present at Sandy Hook
Elementary, Adam Lanza likely would have been
prevented from killing so many innocent adults
and children.
In reality, the best way to stop more of these
types of horrific incidents is for there to be more
properly trained gun owners in America.
As usual, if they succeed in enacting stricter
gun control, liberals will only make the problem
worse. We just have to examine the record in Australia when comprehensive gun control legislation
was passed in 1996. It ushered in a period of increased crime in many categories such as assaults
on the elderly.
The worst scenario in America would be
for those elements of society who will ignore gun
control legislation, such as criminals, gangs and
drug cartels, to have weapons and for law abiding
Americans to be unarmed. Instead of following the
advice of international gun control advocates, we
should follow the advice of the wisest Americans in
history, the founding fathers. It has worked for 224
years, and despite the Connecticut killing spree,
we should not stop now.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside
Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00
p.m. Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV,
Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.
weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New
Orleans and the north shore. Crouere is a political
analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere
at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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The city of Kenner: A community of choice
The state of the city address 2012
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor
Once again, this
past year, I had the
privilege of delivering the state of the city address at the Kenner
Professional Business Association’s November
2012 meeting. As I began my speech, I looked out
at the audience of eager listeners and took comfort knowing that I was about to convey details of
a year filled with prosperity and accomplishment.
Kenner’s progress has accelerated significantly in many areas including infrastructure
development, sewerage rehabilitation, flood protection, economic development and quality of life.
Collectively, the improvements made in each of
these categories allow us to adhere to the goal of
keeping Kenner a “Community of Choice.”
While my administration and I focus heavily
on this goal, we also remain mindful of increasing costs and stagnant revenues that have caused
significant budget shortfalls over the past years.
With no new taxes, we managed to balance the
2011-2012 fiscal year budget in spite of a $2.2 million shortfall and allocated $3.4 million to capital
projects. Employees received raises for the first
time in three years, and we continued to make departmental cuts for the fourth year in a row. I am
proud to announce our progress has continued
after cutting approximately $8 million from the
budget over the past four years and eliminating
129 positions.
Several infrastructure projects have been
completed or are in progress throughout Kenner.
While some of these projects are funded with local funds, our successful collaboration with state
and federal agencies has resulted in financial assistance from the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, the Federal Highway Administration, the Louisiana Department of Transpor-

tation and Development, the Regional Planning The Laketown area is the new home for Coconut
Kenner’s quality of life has been enhanced
Commission, the Federal Transit Authority and Beach and we broke ground on the construction by infrastructure and economic development. In
Jefferson Parish government.
of the Grand Theatre 14 at The Esplanade mall. addition to these areas, our departments have
Last year, the city was selected to participate Kenner has received final approval and we look implemented significant improvements to add to
in the Paths to Progress Program, sponsored by forward to the addition of the Kenner Discovery our “Community of Choice.” Inspections and Code
the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Health Sciences Academy next year as Kenner’s Enforcement has implemented stricter laws with
Development. Kenner is scheduled to receive first charter school.
regard to abandoned property, grass cutting and
$26 million in funding for repairs to 21 roadway
The initiative to revitalize the Rivertown and commercial vehicles. Parks and Recreation has
segments along major thoroughfares throughout Laketown areas has also been very successful. updated equipment and lighting at Kenner parks
the city. In addition, we
Kenner has received ap- and rental facilities. Public Works has overseen
have secured another
proval for the annexation corridor redevelopment projects including up$21 million low interest “Kenner’s progress has accelerated of property from Jefferson lighting on Loyola Drive and the entrance-way to
loan from the Louisiana
Parish to add to Lake- Laketown at Williams and Vintage. These are just
Department of Environ- significantly in many areas including town’s land available for a few examples of department contributions to
mental Quality to assist in
commerce. Rivertown is community enhancements.
infrastructure development,
the completion of the corhome to the new branch
We all share in the credit of making Kenner
sewerage rehabilitation, flood
rective action plan for the
of the Jefferson Parish a prosperous city filled with desirable amenities.
sewer system. This proj- protection, economic development Registrar of Voters Office, Together we will continue our dedication to the
ect is well underway at
Oktoberfest, Christmas goal of keeping our city progressive. Kenner’s
and quality of life.”
50 percent complete and
Village, a farmer’s market, greatest days are yet to come and in the midst
citizens experienced the
Music in the Park, Movies of difficult times and limitless challenges, I am
significant improvements
in the Park and a future confident that we will continue to achieve great
as the system withstood the torrential rainfall of Office of Motor Vehicles.
things.
Hurricane Isaac.
My economic development committee conFor more information, please call 468-7240.
Economic development continues to thrive tinues to strategize to bring growth in Kenner. The You can access the full “2012 State of the City”
in Kenner as well. My administration has secured “Kenner 2030 Plan,” which is available on the city presentation as well as the Kenner 2030 Plan via
a cooperative endeavor agreement with the Jef- website, is complete and its initiatives focus on the Kenner website at www.kenner.la.us.
ferson Convention and Visitors Bureau, who will marketing, public education, code enforcement
market the city to the tourism industry. We are and much more. My administration will continue
Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240
also negotiating a new management agreement to implement plans to accomplish these initiatives. or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.
for the Pontchartrain Center that will be performance-based to encourage creative marketing.
Both agreements decrease Kenner’s subsidy and
include significant grant funding for projects and
Read This To Discover How You Can Drive A Nicer,
marketing.
Newer Car In 2013 With Just $2 Down!
Our relationship with JEDCO continues to
Kenner,
La.
–
“I’m
a
car
dealer who is feeling blue. I have too many cars and don’t know what to do. If you’re
grow and we are proud to have welcomed many
willing
to
put
down
a
dollar
or two, you can make my misfortune a bonus for you,” Doug Turner of Deal N
new businesses to the Kenner area last year.

Dr. Seuss Inspires Dealer To Create Crazy Car Sale

Kenner participating in resident Christmas
tree recycling project
The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources has eliminated funding for Christmas
tree marsh restoration programs throughout the
state, however, the Jefferson Parish Department
of Environmental Affairs will continue to recycle
all the trees collected in Jefferson Parish for a
beneficial re-use – either marsh restoration or
composting.
All Jefferson Parish residents, including
Kenner residents, are advised to place trees
curbside on the evening of Wednesday, January 9, 2013. Garbage trucks will make one pass
through each neighborhood to collect trees
within the dates of January 10, 11, and 12, 2013.
Residents wishing to participate in the
program are asked to remove all lights, tinsel,
garland, ornaments, tree stands and plastic
bags from their Christmas trees and leave them
on the curb for collection. Artificial, flocked or
painted trees are not eligible for the program.
This year’s project will have three phases.
Some of the trees will be placed in the marsh,
refurbishing previously constructed shoreline
fences in Goose Bayou near Lafitte. Others will
be used to assist Plaquemines Parish with a

project in Lake Hermitage, which also serves to
protect Jefferson’s coastal wetlands. Some trees
will be used in a pilot project wherein Wood
Materials, LLC will chip the trees to be used in
composting.
Volunteers are needed, especially those
with shallow draft boats, to move trees from a
staging area to within pre-constructed shoreline fences. Volunteers will meet at 8:00 a.m. at
Cochiara’s Marina, 4477 Jean Lafitte Boulevard
in Lafitte and move trees to the pre-constructed
shoreline fences in Goose Bayou, near the town
of Jean Lafitte on Saturday, January 12, 2013.
Volunteers must be at least 18 years of age, wear
layered clothing including long pants, long
sleeved shirt and closed-toe, sturdy shoes. Hats
and sunscreen are recommended. Gloves, safety
glasses, life vests, lunch and refreshments will
be provided.
For more information or to volunteer, contact the Jefferson Parish Department of Environmental Affairs at 731-4612.

Doug’s Autoplex rhymed.
His recent promotion was such a huge success that the dealership is overstocked with trades from last month!
Then to make matters worse, Deal N Doug’s Autoplex just got an extra allocation of vehicles. All of these cars
are taking up way too much space so Turner needs help from the people of Kenner.
“Instead of a Happy New Year, I’m stuck with all these cars and feeling more like it’s a Happy Blue Year,” stated
Turner. “So I’m hamming it up Dr. Seuss style, spouting rhymes and getting zany. I’m doing away with all this
New Years’ doom and gloom, having some Seussical fun and solving my problem and the problems that are
keeping Kenner residents from driving the car they really want or need, all at the same time!”
One of the big problems Deal N Doug is solving this month is the lack of cash needed for a down payment. This
week at Deal N Doug’s Autoplex, you can drive for two dollars down—that’s a big enough deal to
get even the biggest homebodies off the couch and down to Deal N Doug’s.
Turner plans to sell cars even if that means making less and breaking even this month to get the New Year off
to a good start, clearing out excess inventory and keeping staff busy and positive in 2013. It’s a Seussical Sale
to help everyone drive a nicer, newer car and have a nicer, newer attitude in 2013.

DON’T LET BANG-UPS & HANG-UPS STOP YOU FROM
GETTING APPROVED FOR A NICER, NEWER CAR
Don’t despair if you’ve struggled with credit issues in the past. Dr. Seuss reminds us, “I’m sorry to say so but,
sadly it’s true that bang-ups and hang-ups can happen to you.” So regardless of the mishaps in your past, get
down to the Happy New Year, Blue Year, Drive For Two Year Sale fast.
The “For The People® Credit Approval Process” at Deal N Doug’s is in full gear and
works to get people who have been turned down in the past driving a nicer, newer
car today!
The team at Deal N Doug’s is ready to help you drive the car of your dreams, even if it takes a little extra rhyming and reasoning with the banks to do it.

Don’t Be A Bore. Get Down To Our Store!

Let Dr. Seuss inspire you. He said, “Today is your day! Your mountain is waiting. So . . . get on your way.”
Two bucks down and you could get on your way today in a nicer, newer car! Bring
down your trade right now! They don’t care if it’s a FAST CAR, A SLOW CAR, A NEW CAR OR AN
OLD CAR! But hurry, Deal N Doug’s needs extra space. Once 50 cars go, this Seussical Savings will be history!
So hurry down this week! They need your help at Deal N Doug’s.
To take advantage of this generous offer, visit Deal N Doug’s at 6900 Veterans Boulevard in Metairie or call
(504) 887-3131 to schedule a New Year, Blue Year, Drive For Two Here appointment right now. Plus, you can
start the quick and easy credit approval process by going to www.dealndougs.com.
*Requires banks approval, may not be combined with other offers.
0113DealNDoug.indd 1

12/24/12 12:24 PM
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Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!
Meeting Dates: January 10 & 24, 2013

at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

GENERATE SOLID LEADS • LEARN LEADERSHIP SKILLS
BE A CONFIDENT PUBLIC SPEAKER • IMPROVE PROFITABILITY

The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.
The EAA annual awards banquet was held in
December 2012. Randy Lovitt, left, was named
“Rainmaker of the Year” and Kenny Hurst,
president, was awarded “Achiever of the Year.”

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member
0113_EAA.indd 1

12/22/12 5:38 PM

Join Us For An Event.
We Invite Your Membership.

The Kenner Professional
Business Association’s
MONTHLY LUNCHEON

Tuesday, January 15

DOUG RHODES
Entergy Louisiana Customer Service Manager
East Jefferson & St Charles Parishes
E-mail reservations@kpba.biz to make
luncheon reservations
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. Meeting at 12:00

reservations@kpba.biz

0113_KPBA.indd 1

Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner
12/24/12 12:19 PM

Seniors provided help to join the work force
By Joy Hirdes
If you’re a resident of Jefferson Parish, over 55
with a limited income, and joining the workforce is
on your list of resolutions for this new year, the Jefferson Council on Aging might be the perfect place
for you to start.
Since 1977, the not for profit Jefferson Council
on Aging, through its Senior Community Service Employment Program (SCSEP), has provided part-time,
temporary employment to thousands of eligible individuals as a springboard to permanent employment,
said Rose Marie Jenkins of the JCOA.
“Some of our enrollees may be dealing with
the loss of a spouse, many have never worked outside of the home before, some have lost their jobs
through termination and downsizing and perhaps
some are looking to stay busy post-retirement,”
said Jenkins, a 30 year JCOA employee who serves
as supervisor of transportation and the senior employment program.
“Through our Senior Community Service Employment Program, we guide and encourage our enrollees, we lift their spirits and we get them on the
right track to go out there,” Jenkins said. “Once we
get the nerves and jitters out of the way, they’re ok.”
Funded by a grant from the 1975 Title V Older
Americans Act, the council provides field training
to eligible individuals through several host agencies,
such as local libraries, schools, parks, hospitals and
social service agencies.
Participants learn on-the-job skills and earn an
income by working four hours a day, 20 hours a week,
while being provided with necessary job training
skills to get them back into the workforce.
“We pay for everything,” Jenkins said. “And we
encourage them to acquire skills that will help them
graduate off of our program and into private or unsubsidized jobs.”
A few of the host agencies throughout Jefferson Parish affording employment opportunities to
eligible applicants include Lafreniere Park, East
Bank and West Bank Business and Career Solutions Center, the Kenner Senior Center, Goodwill

Industries, Second Harvest Food Bank and the Jefferson Parish Libraries.
Currently, there are 64 Jefferson parish citizens enrolled in the program, Jenkins said, seventy-five percent of which have never worked outside
of the home.
Some of the skills applicants are afforded
training in include clerical, food service, accounting and computer.
“Wherever they are placed they learn the skills
that that job entails,” Jenkins said.
Job placement with a host agency is not permanent. Applicants may stay with a host agency,
training and enhancing certain job skills, for up
to two years, Jenkins explained. Applicants may
rotate from one position to another to learn different skills, all the while with an end goal to find
permanent job placement.
“Our mission is to assist the senior citizens of Jefferson Parish to age with dignity and independence
in the place and manner of their choice,” said Al Robichaux, executive director and chief executive officer
of the Jefferson Council on Aging.
Last year the JCOA provided over 330,000
meals to 1,300 seniors and offered care management such as housekeeping and medication
management to over 4,000 seniors. “But we are
about more than just home-delivered meals,” said
Robichaux. The JCOA provides transportation to
over 3,200 seniors, traversing over 102,000 miles a
year. Robichaux said. “We encourage the seniors of
Jefferson Parish to take full advantage of all programs offered to enhance their lives.”
Barbara Levy, the Bridge City Senior Center
coordinator, publishes a calendar every month compiling every event offered by the JCOA. Listings run
the gamut, from bingo and line dancing to computer
classes, monthly field trips and birthday parties.
“There is something for everyone at the JCOA,”
Levy said. “Come on down and have fun.”
The Jefferson Council on Aging is located
at 6620 Riverside Drive in Metairie, near Kenner. To apply with SCSEP or for more information call 207-4899.

City of Kenner moves closer to Main Street
community status

WANTED: NEW ASSOCIATES
We are looking for a few serious people to join our energetic and
progressive thinking company. You provide the energy and we will
provide everything you need to become a success in the real estate
industry. Call (504) 433-6464 for more information.

Williams Office

4140 Willians Blvd. Kenner. LA 70065

The city of Kenner has been awarded “Certified
Local Government” status from the state, part of an
ongoing effort to qualify Rivertown as a Main Street
community.
“We want to take advantage of any program available to make Rivertown an even more popular destination,” Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said.
The designation as a certified local government
came November 30, 2012, from the state Department of Historic Preservation and the National Park
Service. The certified local government program
is a way to benefit historic districts throughout the
country. Property owners in Rivertown who improve
the façade of their property can be reimbursed up to
$10,000 under the CLG program, according to Mike
Ince of the Kenner Planning Department. Investors
also can qualify for tax breaks if they decide to develop property in Rivertown, said Ince.
But city officials are even more excited at the
prospects of Kenner joining the Main Street program.
According to Ince, currently, there are only 34 historic or downtown areas in the Main Street program.
One of the steps required is to achieve certified
local government status. A historic commission is

also required, which Kenner restarted in Rivertown
after Hurricane Katrina.
Two examples of the potential of the Main
Street program are Oak Street and Oretha Castle
Haley Boulevard in New Orleans, said Ince. Both
have merchants and business associations, achieved
Main Street status in 2006 and then took advantage
of seed money given to all Main Street programs to
hold November community events.
On Oak Street, that community event was a Po
Boy Festival, which started in 2007. It was a part of
the LA Main to Main program that provides event
funding each November and has become extremely
popular.
Ince said there is currently a delay in accepting
new Main Street programs in the state, but predicted
the city’s application should be approved sometime
next year. As part of the Main Street program, Kenner
will have access to some funding as well as the expertise of state officials and the 34 other Main Street
areas in Louisiana.
“We believe events will come to Rivertown and
these signature events will play off the character of
Rivertown,” Ince said.

Insurance
Six factors affecting your auto insurance premiums

Steven A. Watts
Attorney at Law
35 years
experience

By Marie M. Clesi
There are a number of key factors
most insurance companies use to calculate
how much you’ll end up paying for your auto
insurance. What’s important to remember
is that you can control many of these factors.
Your location, age and driving habits all play a major role, as do the
types of vehicles you drive and your record of accidents. In many cases, the
choices you make about the coverage you want determine the cost of your
premium.
Listed below are six key factors that affect your auto insurance
premiums, as well as some suggestions for keeping the costs down.
Your coverage and deductibles
Auto insurance providers allow you to choose your deductible and
decide whether to add additional coverage that isn’t necessarily required
by the laws in your state. The specifics of your coverage and deductibles
play a major role in your monthly payment.
Typically, choosing a higher deductible means a lower monthly
payment. Choosing a lower deductible means a higher monthly payment.
Additional coverage gives you added financial protection, depending on
the claim, but will also add to your monthly costs.
What you drive
By collecting a large amount of data from customer claims and
analyzing industry safety reports, auto insurance providers often develop
vehicle safety ratings and offer discounts to customers who drive safer
vehicles.
Some insurers increase premiums for cars more susceptible to
damage, occupant injury or theft and lower rates for those that fare better
than the norm.
2010 Toyota 4Runners, for example, rate highly in terms of driver
protection and passenger protection, which means discounts on insurance.
And while two-door Honda Civics are one of the country’s most popular
vehicles, their lower-than-average safety ratings and desirability to car
thieves make them more expensive to insure.
Before you head down to the dealership, do some research. Does
the vehicle that has caught your eye have strong safety ratings? Is the
same particular model often stolen? Knowing the answers to a few simple
questions can go a long way in keeping your rates low.

How often, and how far, you drive
People who use their car for business and long-distance commuting
normally pay more than those who drive less. The more miles you drive in
a year, the higher the chances of an accident – regardless of how safe a
driver you are.
Consider joining a car pool, riding your bike or taking public
transportation to work. If you reduce your total annual driving mileage
Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
enough, you may lower your premiums.
Successions, Business Transactions
Where you drive
Corporate,
Franchise & Real Estate Law
Generally, due to higher rates of vandalism, theft and accidents,
urban drivers pay more for auto insurance than do those in small towns
4200 S. I-10 Service Road • Suite 110 • Metairie
or rural areas.
836-0811
Your driving record
Drivers who cause accidents generally must pay more than those
who are accident-free for several years.
0912_Watts.indd 1
8/24/12 10:08 PM
If you’ve been accident-free for a long period of time, don’t get
complacent! Remain vigilant and maintain your good driving habits.
And even though you can’t rewrite your driving history, having an
atcH
eWelry
epair
accident on your record can be an important reminder always to drive
Pedro Romero – Watchmaker
with caution and care. As time goes on, the effect of past accidents on
Battery Replacement $5 – 1yr. Guarantee
your premiums will decrease.
Lay Away Plans
Your age, sex and marital status
Accident rates are higher for all drivers under age 26, especially
We Do All Types of RepAiRs
young males and single males. Insurance prices in most states reflect
Watches: Movado, Elgin, Rolex, Hamilton, Gucci,
these differences.
Bulova, Walthan, Tissol, Wall Clocks and more…
If you’re a student, you might also be in line for a discount. Most auto
Jewelry: Welding of Chains, Ring Repairs,
insurers provide discounts to student-drivers who maintain strong grades.
Ring Sizing, small and large, Diamond Mounting,
In some states, younger drivers are also able to take driver safety courses
Engraving of Rings and Bracelets,
that will lower premiums.
Welding of Glasses and more…
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los latinos plaza suite
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc.
3521
florida
Ave., suite 1B, Kenner, lA 70065
Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select State Farm agent, is a Chartered
305-1721 • www.aiyellow.com/hqwatch
Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, renter’s,
life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office
is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be0812_HQ Watch & Jewelry.indd 1
7/27/12
contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s
website at www.marieclesi.net.
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Music Lessons

State Certified Instructors
Band Instruments
Piano • Guitar • Bass

State Representative Tony Ligi resigns to take top post at
Jefferson Business Council

468-8255

By Allan Katz
State Representative Tony Ligi, whose district included
part of Kenner, has resigned his legislative post to take the top
position at the Jefferson Business Council.
Ligi, a Republican who represented District 79 since 2007,
said he is leaving the legislature with great regret but the
opportunity to help build the Jefferson Parish economy for the
future is the “opportunity of a lifetime” and too important to
the future of the city of Kenner and Jefferson Parish to pass up.
In a statement, Ligi said, “It has been my honor to
represent the residents of District 79 in our state legislature
over the past five years. I have never taken that responsibility
lightly and have always given my best efforts toward being an
accessible, responsive and effective state representative.”
Ligi said he loved being a legislator and relished the
chance to work with a lot of smart, capable people on
Louisiana’s needs and problems. But he said Jefferson Parish,
the economic force that drives the south Louisiana economy,
is at a crossroads, facing tremendous competition within
the region and from adjacent states. Ligi said it is crucial
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3901 Williams Blvd. Suite 9, Kenner
Email: mscor1@att.net

1012 Music CoOp.indd 1

Tony Ligi
that Jefferson Parish respond to these challenges and he is
honored that so many business leaders are confident that he is
the right man for the job.
Ligi’s successor will be chosen in a primary set for March
2, 2013, with a runoff slated for April 6, 2013, if necessary.

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.

9/28/12 8:17 PM

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

10

JANUARY 2013  KENNER STR

Sports

Saints show ability, await Payton return
By Ken Trahan
In the season
which reminds us all
of heaven through the
birth of the one many of us call Lord and savior, the
season from hell is over for the New Orleans Saints.
Now, many await the return of the prodigal son, a
savior, of sorts.
Jesus was erased from earth, condemned by an
all powerful empire, crucified by mankind. Of course,
he would return triumphantly and believers accept
that he will return even more triumphantly at the
appointed time.

Sean Payton was erased from the NFL, his career stopped, put to a grinding halt by an all powerful
commissioner. Many feel he will return triumphantly
at the appointed time, sometime soon.
Of course, for believers, it would be blasphemous to compare a deposed football coach to the
Son of God, the savior of mankind. Still, New Orleans
Saints fans are hoping that Payton will prove to be
the difference for their team, that he will rescue the
Saints from the mediocrity of the 2012 season.
Would Payton have made a difference? I certainly believe he would have. In fact, with Payton, the

Happy New Year!

26 Years!
465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com
701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065
0113_Georgys.indd 1

12/27/12 8:46 PM

2151 Williams Blvd.

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

469-3503
Ice Cold

Keg
Beer

20 Pack

Long Neck Bottles
bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

16.99

o!
G
o
T

CheCk out our cajunland

PaCkage Beer

5.99

“Lowest Price Allowed by Law”

24 paCk 12 oz.

SuItCaSe

Bud

Coors Lite

Bud Lite

19.99
Miller Lite

We Deliver to

Your Float!
0113_Ice_House.indd 1

12/27/12 8:43 PM

Saints would have gotten to 10-6, in my estimation. pany song. Benson owns a prominent television staThat would have been good enough to get them to the
tion which has partnered with the local newspaper,
playoffs but not good enough to contend for another
an unprecedented partnership in the NFL, leaving
Super Bowl title.
many questions about objectivity. He controls the
With or without Payton, the Saints had too
message as the primary messenger.
many holes. The defensive line was ordinary, though
In Dallas, he would have had to answer to Jones,
Cameron Jordan took a big step forward. The line- the consummate meddler, the owner who serves as
backers were ordinary, though Curtis Lofton proved
his own general manager, an owner who eats head
to be a star. The secondary was simply not good
coaches and cannot win a playoff game. There would
enough. The wide receiver position lacks real depth, be high, make that very high expectations. Perhaps
with an aging Devery Henderson fading. The offen- the media would not be as friendly.
sive line was acceptable. Drew Brees had too many
Then, there is this.
turnovers, though he is still very good.
Payton did not want to leave New Orleans this
The Saints missed Payton’s confidence, his ar- way. The man burns with an unusual competitive
rogance, his defiance, his daring game-day demeanor. fire. It is what makes him an elite coach. Read his
They missed his leadership.
book. He can be brutal, offensive with his actions and
Now, the chosen one will return, armed with a
words. That is who he is.
new five-year contract from Tom Benson.
In my dealings with Payton, I have enjoyed a
I have maintained all along that he would be
friendly relationship, one that includes mutual reback. The ridiculous penalties handed down by Com- spect. I do not agree with him on some things and
missioner Roger Goodell crushed the Saints in 2012, certainly disagree with him over the way he has
leaving them with little or no chance to succeed. Bor- treated some people at specific times.
rowing Alex Trebek’s favorite verbiage, Goodell perThat said, he has a great appreciation for New
formed double jeopardy on the Saints with his ruling
Orleans, for the history of the game and former
that Payton’s contract extension with the organiza- Saints players and coaches and for Benson. Payton
tion was nullified, due to his suspension and that of
once told me that he would stay in New Orleans for
Mickey Loomis.
a long, long time if he knew Benson would still be
Talk about adding
around, owning the franchise.
insult to injury!
It appears that will be the
While Dallas owner
case for many years to come.
“With the Saints, he is a hero
Jerry Jones is enamored
Still, I firmly believe
of Payton, he likes his
with the fans, who stood by him that Payton will coach four or
current coach, Jason
five more years before turning
Garrett. A report by Fox with “Free Payton” shirts in the tens his attention to a permanent
Sports NFL analyst Jay
career in media, a truly hilariof thousands and a campaign
Glazer all but confirmed
ous premise for many in the
that Garrett would return
industry that loathe him and
of hate against Goodell.”
as coach of the Cowboys
that he loathes.
in 2013, taking away the
I always believed Paybargaining chip that Payton had a conscience and the
ton and his agent had with Dallas.
integrity to do the right thing by the man and the
We all know the back story.
franchise that gave him his head coaching opportuPayton and his family moved to suburban Dal- nity. He is a sure-fire Saints Hall of Famer when he
las. Payton used to work for Jones with the Cowboys. becomes eligible. With another Super Bowl win, he
The two are fond of each other. Payton and his wife
would become a Pro Football Hall of Fame candidate.
are apparently heading for divorce. The desire to
With his understanding of the game, its hisspend more time with his children would lead him to
tory and his own legacy, Payton understands that his
seek the job with the Cowboys.
best opportunity to achieve his goals is right here in
It all sounded appealing, feasible.
New Orleans, with a team that still has ability, the
Then again, let me ask you this question? Why
ability to reach the playoffs and make one more run
would Payton have signed the long-term extension
at a Lombardi Trophy while Brees is still a top-shelf
with the Saints, keeping in mind that he did so after
quarterback.
his family had moved to suburban Dallas? If he truly
Benson saved the Saints for New Orleans in
wanted to keep his Cowboys option open, why not 1985. In a strange way, Hurricane Katrina, Paul Taplay out the contract, wait to see if Garrett panned
gliabue, Arnold Fielkow and others saved the Saints
out and wait on the call from Jones?
for New Orleans in the period of late 2005. Benson is
Simply put, Payton knew that he had a better
all in again for his city and his franchise. Now Payton
situation in New Orleans.
has put his cards on the table and is all in once again.
With the Saints, Payton understands that he
He is not a savior but he is the prodigal son. Benson
has the total support of Tom Benson, who has never
will forgive him. So will his players, coaches and the
meddled in his business, allowing him to coach the
fans. Home is where the heart is. The Saints are the
team with autonomy and have the final say on per- heart and soul of greater New Orleans. Payton can
sonnel with the total cooperation and support of his
once again make this a greater franchise.
friend, Mickey Loomis. With the Saints, Payton has
won a Super Bowl. With the Saints, he is a hero with
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of
the fans, who stood by him with “Free Payton” shirts
WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and is president
in the tens of thousands and a campaign of hate
and general manager of www. SportsNola.com.
against Goodell.
Trahan is the also the general manager and chairWith the Saints, he has Brees. He has a good
man of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Musecoaching staff that he has assembled that is loyal to
um in the Louisiana Superdome, and runs the Life
him. He has a friendly media, with a flagship radio
Resources Sports Ministry.
station that seldom rocks the boat and sings the com-
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Future for new retail, commercial
development in Laketown is bright
The potential for a major, new development in
Laketown, filled with retail stores, places to eat and
live entertainment, received a huge boost when the
Jefferson Parish Council agreed to annex nearly 80
acres of land along Lake Pontchartrain.
On December 13, 2012, the Jefferson Parish
Council approved the annexation that Kenner Mayor
Michael S. Yenni and city leaders have targeted as a
significant attraction to lure both new residents and
visitors and add to the city’s economic base.
“I want to personally thank Jefferson Parish
President John Young, the parish attorney’s office
and the Parish Council for their assistance regarding this annexation,” Mayor Yenni said. “This could
be the next West End area along the lake. I am
thrilled about this future development in Kenner.”
The development would require about 30 acres
to be reclaimed from the lake just east of the existing Laketown area. The rest of the annexed land is
west of Laketown and includes both water bottoms
and existing land. The east section is water bottom
and is a potential site for future development. The
west section is already reclaimed and is the thrust of
the initial development.
Kenner District 5 Councilman Keith Reynaud,
whose district includes Laketown, said he is excited
about the potential of a new development that takes
advantage of the Lake Pontchartrain setting.
“The annexation of this area is a major step in
the development of what I consider one of our city’s
greatest opportunities for a prosperous future,” Reynaud said. “My sincere thanks go out to the Jefferson

Parish Council, especially Councilman Ben Zahn, as
well as Mayor Yenni and his administration, for helping make this happen.”
The land to be annexed actually belongs to the
state, which has already agreed to the transfer. The
final step for the annexation to become official was
the approval of the Kenner City Council which occurred at its December 20, 2012 meeting. Now with
all approvals in place, Kenner can begin coordinating the request for proposal process with the state.
Development of Laketown was cited as an important part of Kenner’s future in the city’s strategic
plan. The Kenner 2030 report envisioned everything
from retail, commercial and marine development in
Laketown and surrounding areas.
Laketown received a major boost in June when
the popular Coconut Beach volleyball complex relocated from New Orleans. Located on Joe Yenni
Boulevard, the lighted sand volleyball courts have
proven to be extremely popular. Owners of the complex are already planning a major expansion.
Reynaud said additional development in Laketown, taking advantage of the annexed land, could
make Kenner’s lakefront a destination area for people throughout New Orleans.
“It will be an economic engine to fuel our city
with tax dollars needed to offer our citizens a higher
quality of life. A unique waterfront recreational
area blended with commercial and residential development will create jobs and spur more economic
growth. It will separate Kenner from the other local
communities.”
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start the New Year right!
ExpirEs
1/31/13

Purchase of $500 or More

Purchase of $400 or More

Must be presented at time of purchase, gift certificates excluded

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks• Air Conditioner
Work Struts • Brake Service
Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

Kenny Polizzi, Nick Gambino,
Scott Zimmerman (owner)

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com
0113_Scottys.indd 1
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Free exam & Consult
Offer good thru January 2013 • ABA Code 90620

Beautiful Smiles Begin Here • Get Reaquainted

GrAnD reoPeninG
• We treat the entire family: Preventitive to cosmetic
• Saturday appointments, new patients
& emergencies welcome

Philip Kahn DDS
& Associates

35 years experience

• Most insurance plans accepted
Financing available
• Se Habla Español
Phone:

46-SMiLe (467-6453)
1301 W. esplanade Ave.

(next to The esplanade Mall & Stingray’s)

0113_NuSmiles.indd 1
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The Kenner Citizen Police Academy wants you!
By Steve Caraway – Kenner Police Chief
If you’re looking for a positive,
educational and fun
way to spend your
evenings, then the Kenner Police Department has a
unique opportunity for you! I invite you to join Class
29 of the Kenner Citizen Police Academy (KCPA),
beginning Tuesday, February 19, 2013, at 6:30 p.m.
at the Kenner Police Complex located at 500 Veterans Boulevard.
The KCPA is one of our most popular and successful programs. Dozens of academy alumni agree
that the KCPA is a unique and amazing opportunity
to learn how the police department operates. Enrollment in this exciting course is free.
Trained law enforcement professionals certi-

fied in their specialized fields teach the academy.
Each night’s course focuses on informative and important topics including patrol division functions,
crime prevention, criminal investigations, computer forensics, K-9 unit, crime scene procedures,
criminal and domestic violence laws, court procedures, narcotics investigations, traffic enforcement, driver training, physical fitness, use of police
force and self-defense, gang awareness and S.W.A.T.
You will also receive a tour of the Kenner Police Complex and have the opportunity to ride along
with a police officer for your own night on duty.
Upon graduating, you will have the opportunity to stay active in the KPD by joining the Kenner Citizen Police Academy Alumni Association
(KCPAAA). Graduates of the Citizen Police Acad-

emy are also eligible to apply for membership in the
Community Police Corps program.
Being a part of the KCPA and the KCPAAA is
a productive way to support the KPD and your community in taking a proactive stance against crime.
Not only do you get to learn about the procedures
and state-of-the-art equipment in each section of
the department, but you also form lasting friendships with fellow citizens and the police officers
who are dedicated to serving you. The KCPA is an
opportunity to dispel myths and understand what
the police department is really about. If you choose
to be a member of the KCPAAA, you can participate
in many of our special events and lead your community in crime prevention. The KPD holds two sessions of the KCPA per year, one beginning in Febru-

ary and the other in August, with classes meeting at
6:30 p.m. once per week for 13 weeks. I look forward
to seeing you there.
To enroll in the KCPA, you must be at least 21
years of age, have no criminal record and live or
work in Kenner. For more information and to fill out
an application, visit the Kenner Police Department
website at www.kennerpd.com. If you have any additional questions, please contact the community
relations division at 712-2294 or at nguggenheim@
kennerpd.com.
Kenner Police Chief Caraway can be reached
by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner
Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com.

Work scheduled to begin in the city for the Paths to Progress Program
By Jose Gonzales – Kenner Director of Public Works
Kenner’s persistence, patience
and full cooperation
with the Louisiana Department of
Transportation and Development (LaDOTD), the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the
Regional Planning Commission (RPC) resulted
in a major accomplishment for the city. Kenner is

scheduled to receive approximately $26.7 million
in roadway improvements primarily involving the
replacement of damaged concrete street panels,
patching failure areas on asphalt streets, cold-mill
and resurfacing of asphalt streets, curb replacement (as necessary), asphalt overlay of several
concrete streets, striping and markers, handicap
ramps and much more.
Paths to Progress, a transportation improve-

One Call Is all It takes!
Let us shop to find the best vaLue for the best price.

hoMe auto fLood business
proudLy representing

Kevin Guffey

caLL noW!

Since 1987

467-0800
3409 WilliamS Blvd.

www.guf feyinsurance.net
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Often confused with the Paths to Progress
Program, the Flooded Streets Program is somewhat different in that Federal Funds through
FEMA can be granted for repair related work on
minor/residential streets and streets not classified
under the federal network. To qualify for the Paths
to Progress Program as well as the Flooded Streets
Program, streets had to sustain damages resulting
from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. The city of Kenner is actively pursuing an allocation of funds from
the Flooded Streets Program as well.
Over the next eighteen months, there are sure
to be several roadway construction sites throughout
Kenner. There is no doubt these projects will create
some temporary inconveniences to the traveling
public. Kenner Public Works personnel, in conjunction with LaDOTD assigned construction engineers,
will strive to minimize such inconveniences.
The city is excited to announce the beginning
of the Paths to Progress Program, which will bring
significant improvements to city roadways and infrastructure at no cost to Kenner. It is surely a winwin proposition for the city’s recovery and improvement efforts.
Jose A. Gonzalez, Kenner’s Public Works
Director, can be reached at 468-7515 or
jgonzalez@kenner.la.us.

11/25/12 9:23 AM

SATuRdAy, JAnuARy 26, 2013
fRom 10:30 A.m. To 3 p.m.
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School,
4119 St. Elizabeth drive, Kenner.
All you can sample of
Tickets:
$12 age 13 and older. gumbo and jambalaya.
Soft drinks, water,
12 and under free.
beer & desserts for sale.

Live band - Cold Turkey H Car Show: 75 cars competing for various prizes.
Kids Entertainment: Rock climbing wall & video game trailer unlimited usage for $10
Teams: A four-person team is $100 to compete in the competition.
Email Jeff Hinyub jthwrh@yahoo.com for an entry form and team rules.
The event will take place rain or shine!
0113 Divine Mercy Mens Club Cookoff.indd 1

ment program previously known as the Submerged
Roads Program, has allocated millions of dollars
over the past few years toward the rehabilitation/
enhancement of numerous federal aid eligible
roadways damaged throughout Orleans and Jefferson Parishes as the result of the Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita in 2005. The program is being funded with
100 percent federal emergency relief funds.
The Department of Public Works and the administration are excited to announce that work will
be starting soon on the major thoroughfares in the
city that have qualified for funding through this
program. The thoroughfares include Loyola Drive,
31st Street, West Esplanade Avenue, Sal Lentini
Parkway, Chateau Boulevard, Joe Yenni Boulevard,
Vintage Drive, Williams Boulevard, W. Metairie Avenue and Roosevelt Boulevard.
The Williams Boulevard, West Metairie Avenue and Roosevelt Boulevard projects were bid
by the LaDOTD on November 28, 2012. Boh Bros.
Construction Company is the apparent low bidder
for this work.
The 31st Street, West Esplanade Avenue, Sal
Lentini Parkway, Chateau Boulevard, Joe Yenni
Boulevard, Vintage Drive, and Loyola Drive projects
(at the intersection of the three Loyolas to West
Esplanade Avenue as well as Vintage Drive to West
Esplanade Avenue) were bid by the LaDOTD on December 12, 2012. Barriere Construction Company is
the apparent low bidder for these projects.

12/29/12 2:59 PM

Two Kenner city departments moving to
new locations
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni has
announced the recent relocation of two city
departments.
Kenner’s Community Development Department is now located at 624 Williams Boulevard.
The director is Arleeta Terrell. The department’s
phone number is 468-7564, email address is
cd@kenner.la.us and the website is located at
www.kenner.la.us/pages/section_2_107.asp.
The city’s department of planning has moved
to 1610 Reverend Richard Wilson Drive, City Hall

Annex Building D. Jay Hebert is the department
director. The department’s phone number is
468-7280 and the email address is planning@kenner.la.us. Visit their website at www.kenner.la.us/
pages/section_2_121.asp.
Business hours for both departments remain
the same, from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. on Monday
through Friday.
For any questions or additional information
contact the departments directly.
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2013 Leisure Service Winter Spring Programs
Registration for Leisure Service programs will begin
Wednesday, January 2, 2013
during normal office hours 8:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
at the Kenner Parks and Recreation Office on 1905 24th Street.

Leisure Services 468-7268 or 468-7284

Ceramics 468-7593

For more information call the Leisure Service Office or visit our website at www.kenner.la.us
Follow Kenner Parks and Recreation on Facebook for continuous updates
www.facebook.com/kennerrecreation

Children and Teens
Pintsize Drawing & Painting – ages 6-10
Young artists will be introduced to the fun filled world of
drawing and painting. They will use different mediums to
complete at least 3 paintings. The course will end with an art
show. Supplies included in class fee. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.
Friday
February 1 - March 22
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $45

teen art in the Park – ages 11-15
Join us for a day in the park where teens will
explore the basics of pencil drawing, watercolor
and acrylics. Different projects will be completed
throughout the day. All supplies included. Bring a bag
lunch Instructor: Brenda Gruber.
Saturday
April 20
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Heritage Park
Fee: $15

Paint Like the Masters – ages 8-12
This miniseries will give you an opportunity to
recreate famous masterpieces. You will learn how to
create like Van Gough, Kandinsky, Picasso, and Rodrigue.
You will end this series with a gallery of paintings like
“Starry Night” and “Blue Dog” All supplies included. Instructor:
Brenda Gruber.
Monday
February 18 - March 11
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $30

art a La Carte – ages 6-10

This is an arts and crafts class that will explore creativity and
imagination. Paints, clay, glue, collages and more will be used
to create engaging hands-on projects. The opportunities are
endless. All supplies included.
Tuesday
February 19 - April 9
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $45

sPLatastiC – ages 3-5

Designed specifically for pre-schoolers, this program will
include creative projects that help expand their imagination
and creativity. Painting, coloring, sculpting, slathering and more
are used to create original projects. Instructor Lisa Herbert.
Wednesday
February 20 - April 10
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $40

hiP hoP – ages 7 & UP

Learn the latest hip hop moves and combine them for a fun
and energetic routine to hottest music. Hip hop is an excellent
way for kids to stay in shape and improve confidence. Wear
loose clothes and tennis shoes. Students will perform in our
annual dance revue and are responsible for a $25 revue fee and
costume fees. Instructor: Sarah Gaitan.
Tuesday
January 8 - June 7
7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $40

tennis – ages 7-14

Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve
balance, mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out and see
why they say tennis is a “sport for a lifetime.” This class consist of 8
lessons and ends with a fun tournament! Instructor: Ellie Chavis,
USTA and PTR certified.
Thursdays
March 7 - April 25
5 p.m. - 6 p.m. - Beginner
6 p.m. - 7 p.m. - Adv.

Alabama Tennis Courts
Beginner Class fee: $40

karate – ages 6-14
This is a Tae Kwon Do karate class that will teach self esteem,
confidence, discipline, positive thinking, eye-hand coordination,
balance, flexibility, self defense and respect for others. Instructors:
Candace Frisard, Daniel Truxillo & Matthew Hinkamp.
Tuesday & Thursday
January 15 - April 25
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Barbre Gym
Class fee: $55

tUMbLing – ages 6 -14
This is a tumbling only program that will help enhance your
tumbling skills. Beginner classes will begin with forward rolls
and advance to backbend kick-overs. The advanced beginner
class must already have their backbend from standing up and
will begin with back handsprings and advance to back tucks.
Instructor: Brittany Gaspard.
Monday
January 28 - April 15
4:45 p.m. - 5:45 p.m. (Beg)
5:45 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. (Inter)

Saturday
January 26 - April 13 (Adv.)
Barbre Gym
Class fee: $40

MarDi gras CaMP – ages 4-11
Need something for the kids to do during Mardi
Gras break? Send them to our Mini Camp! Activities will
range from arts & crafts to indoor/outdoor games and a
field trip. Lots of fun for the kids! Limited to 24 children.
February 13 - 15
Butch Duhe Gym
Camp fee: $50

Camp hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Before care: 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. (free)
After care: 3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. (free)

kenner kLay kiDs – ages 6 & UP
Come check out our ceramics program! This is a bisque only class.
All paints, brushes and firing included. Students must purchase
own bisque.
Wednesday
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
January 23 - February 27
March 6 - April 10

Pintsize Paint Party – ages – 6 & UP

Join us for a day of painting, you will leave with a completed
painting. All supplies and snacks included. Instructor: Brenda
Gruber.
Saturday
March 9
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $15

Parent and Child
CeraMiCs
These great seasonal programs will be one day workshops
and will include all supplies need to complete your ceramic
projects. Instructor: Lisa Herbert.

MarDi gras CeraMiCs – ages 7 & UP
Saturday
Feb. 2
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Fee: $35 per family
(one parent and one child)

easter CeraMiCs – ages 7 & UP
Saturday
March 2
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Fee: $35 per family
(one parent and one child)

MeLteD Crayon art – ages 8 & UP
This workshop gives you an opportunity to
use those crayons you have laying around. All
supplies included to create a unique piece of art that
you can make your own.
Saturday
January 26
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

(one parent & one child)
Fassbender Center
Class fee: $25

“egg”traorDinary eggs – ages 6 & UP
You will learn countless ways to decorate your Easter eggs in
an extra extraordinary way! By using simple items you can
turn your eggs into art. All supplies included for one parent
and one child.
Saturday
March 23
10:00 a.m. -11:30 a.m.

(one parent & one child)
Recreation Meeting Room
Workshop fee: $25

sPring Dirt Cake – ages 6 & UP
Fassbender Center
Session fee: $40

This is a fun no-bake cake that uses ingredients
that will come together and look like a pot of
flowers. All supplies included for one parent and one
child.
Saturday
April 13
10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

(one parent & one child)
Recreation Meeting Room
Class fee: $25
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Adult
a.M. BODY
boDy SCULPT
sCULPt
A.M.

Are you a “morning person” and want to get your body back
in shape? Join this great fitness program to build and sculpt
muscles, strengthen your core, improve your strength and
flexibility while burning fat and calories. Please bring 3-5 lb. hand
weights. Instructor: Mary Bergeron, AFAA Certified.
Monday, Wednesday & Friday
January 7 - March 1
March 4 - May 3
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

(No class April 8 - April 15)
Fassbender Center
Class fee: $40
per session

boDy WORKOUT
workoUt IN
in THE
the P.M.
BODY

This is a combination three day program. The class will focus on
burning fat, increasing metabolism, ab work, strengthening with
hand weights, cardio alternate with aerobics and kickboxing. At
the end of each class will be stretching and relaxation techniques.
Instructor: Mary Bergeron,
Bergeron, AFAA
AFAACertified.
Certified.Friday
Friday classes
classes will be
heldat
atFassbender.
Fassbender.
held
Monday, Wednesday & Friday
January 7 – February
March 1 27
May 327
March 54 - April
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

(No class April 8 - April 15)
Exhibition Hall
Class fee: $40
per session

zUMba IN
in THE
the P.M.
ZUMBA

This is a Latin inspired, dance fitness class that incorporates
Latin and international music and dance movements such as
meringue, salsa, cumbia, reggaetone, samba, cha-cha, flamenco,
belly dance and more. This will create a dynamic, exciting and
effective fitness system.
Tuesday & Thursday
January 15 - March 7
March 12 - May 2
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Exhibition Hall
Class fee: $35

Wednesday & Friday
January 9 - March 1
March 6 - April 26
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wentwood Adult Gym
Class fee: $35

yoga Ii
YOGA

This class introduces beginning students to the fundamentals
of posture and breath. The class is also suitable for continuing
students or anyone who, due to stiffness, lack of strength or other
limitations, would benefit from yoga. Please bring a mat and a
towel. Instructor: Amanda Mitchell.
Tuesday & Thursday
January 8 - February 28
March 5 - April 25
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Exhibition Hall
Session fee: $35

Line DANCE
DanCe FITNESS
Fitness
LINE

Learn the newest line dances for exercise and fun. Latin, Disco,
Oldies, Top 40, Rhythm & Blues, Country and more will also be
used to teach all the dances. Instructor: Dave Sepulveda.
Monday
January 28 - March 4
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Rivertown Exhibition Hall
Class fee: $35

CeraMiC PAINT
Paint PARTY
Party
CERAMIC

Come out for a fun night of painting ceramics. You
pick your piece and paints and enjoy a finished piece
by the end of the night! All supplies are included and
snacks will be provided!
Friday
April 19
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Party fee: $25

art WITH
with ACRYLICS
aCryLiCs
ART

Learn the exciting and versatile medium of acrylics! You will
be taught the basics and develop your unique creative touch.
Supply list is given on the first day of class. Instructor: Jane Read.
Monday
Jan. 7 - February 25
March 4 - April 22
10:30 a.m. a.m.
- 12:30
p.m. p.m.
Day/10:30
- 12:30

Fassbender Center
Session fee: $40

Paint FOR
For FUN
FUn
PAINT

An adult oil painting “recreation art” class that will amaze each
student with a finished painting. Students will receive an art
supply list on the first day of class. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.
Tuesday
Jan. 8 - February 26
March 5 - April 23
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center
Session fee: $40

Wednesday
Jan. 9 - February 27
March 6 - April 24
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center
Session fee: $40

waterCoLor
WATERCOLOR

Learn the basic watercolor techniques. Beginner knowledge of
drawing is not necessary. Supply list will be given at registration.
Instructor: Marian Hebert.
Thursday
Jan. 10 - February 28
March 7 - April 25
2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $40 per session

FLeUr DE
De LIS
Lis WORD
worD ART
art
FLEUR

This mini-series will guide you to creating a unique
start
with
thethe
shape
of a of
fleur
family piece
pieceof
ofart.
art.You
Youwill
will
start
with
shape
a
de lisdeand
learn
how
to to
fillfillthe
fleur
lis and
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how
theinside
insidewith
with decorative
words unique
uniquetotoyou
you
family
to make
abstract
andand
youryour
family
to make
abstract
art. Aart.
A combination
paints,pens
pensand
andmarkers
markerswill
willbe
beused
used to
to finish
combination
ofofpaints,
your piece. All supplies included. Instructor: Marian Hebert.
Fitnesspass2.pdf

Thursday
April 11 – April 25
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
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Fassbender Center
Class fee: $30

tennis LESSONS
Lessons
TENNIS

Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve
balance, mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out and see
why they say tennis is a “sport for a lifetime.” This class consist of 8
with aa fun
fun tournament!
tournament! Instructor:
Instructor:Ellie
EllieChavis,
Chavis
lessons and ends with
and A.J.
Guttierrez,
USTA and PTR certified.
USTA
and
PTR certified.
Class held:
Wednesday
March 6 - April 24
9 a.m. - 10 a.m. Beg.
10 a.m. - 11 a.m. Adv Beg.
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. Beg.
8 p.m. - 9 p.m. Adv. Beg.
Cannes Brulee Courts
Class fee: $40

Tuesday
March 5 - April 23
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. Beg.
8 p.m. - 9 p.m. Adv Beg.
Alabama Courts
Class fee: $40

tennis LEAGUES
LeagUes
TENNIS

Men’s League – Monday night – Levels A to B+
Women’s League – Thursday night
League fee: $40
League play will begin the week of March 4. Leagues are not for
League play
will begin the
weekopen
of March
Leagues
not for
beginners.
Registration
remains
until 4.
leagues
areare
filled.
beginners. Registration remains open until leagues are filled.
Kenner resident league fee: $40

Dog obeDienCe i
DOG
I
This isOBEDIENCE
a beginner obedience
class for dogs or

puppies
least 6 months
old. Yourclass
dog for
will learn
This
is aat beginner
obedience
dogs basic
commands
how6tomonths
behaveold.
while
on adog
leash.
or
puppies and
at least
Your
willDogs
must basic
be upcommands
to date onand
rabies,
and parvo
learn
howDHP,
to behave
whilevaccinations.
on
to date
the on
firstrabies,
class..DHP,
instructor
aBring
leash.vaccination
Dogs mustrecords
me up to
and is an
AKC-approved
Canine
Good
Citizen evaluator.
parvo
vaccinations.
Bring
vaccination
records to the first class..
instructor is an AKC-approved Canine Good Citizen evaluator.
Saturday
January 19 - February 23
Butch Duhe
Saturday
10:00 a.m.
a.m.23
Class fee:
$35
January
19--11:00
February
Butch
Duhe
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Class fee: $35

Dog obeDienCe ii
DOG
OBEDIENCE
This is an
intermediateII
obedience class for dogs who have a basic

startison
sit, down,
come and
learn
the
This
anheeling,
intermediate
obedience
classstay.
for Your
dogsdog
whowill
have
a basic
skills on
required
tosit,
pass
the come
10 parts
theYour
Canine
Citizen
start
heeling,
down,
andof
stay.
dogGood
will learn
the
evaluation.
Dogs
mustthe
be up-to-date
DHP
andCitizen
parvo
skills
required
to pass
10 parts ofon
therabies,
Canine
Good
vaccinations.
Bringmust
vaccination
recordson
to rabies,
first class.
Training
with
evaluation.
Dogs
be up-to-date
DHP
and parvo
dogs starts first
class.
Instructor records
is an AKC-approved
Canine Good
vaccinations.
Bring
vaccination
to first class. Training
with
Citizen
evaluator.
dogs
starts
first class. Instructor is an AKC-approved Canine Good
Citizen evaluator.
Saturday
March 2 - April 13
Butch Duhe
Saturday
9:00 a.m.
10:0013a.m.
Class fee:
$35
March
2 - -April
Butch
Duhe
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Class fee: $35

tea anD taLes
TEA
TALES
This isAND
a Book
Club that will meet once a month to discuss

booksis and
sample
teathat
andwill
coffee.
Theonce
booka list
will be
at
This
a Book
Club
meet
month
to given
discuss
registration.
Club Leader:
Marian
Hebert.
books
and sample
tea and
coffee.
The book list will be given at
registration. Club Leader: Marian Hebert.
Wednesday
Feb. 6, Mar. 6 & Apr. 3
Recreation Meeting Room
Wednesday
6:30 6,
p.m.
- 8:00
p.m.3
Club fee: $10
Feb.
Mar.
6 & Apr.
Recreation
Meeting Room
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Club fee: $10

baLLrooM BOOTCAMP
bLitz – CoUPLe
DanCing
BALLROOM
– COUPLE
DANCING

Work off the calories while learning how to Salsa, Merengue,
Cha Cha, Swing, Western Two-Step, Zydeco, Jamaica and more.
Dancing as a couple is back in style. Instructor: Dave Sepulveda.
Thursday
Jan. 31 - March 7
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Rivertown Exhibition Hall
Class fee: $50 per couple

kenner KLAY
kLay STUDIOS
stUDios
KENNER

We are now offering ceramics in all levels from bisque to
greenware. Choose which class is right for you or sign up for
several. All prices are on a monthly basis. Open studio time will
be available on the 1st Saturday of the month from 10:00 a.m. –
2:00 p.m. for $5 per person.
Beginner
Monday

Intermediate
Monday

6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
fee: $15/month

6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
fee: $25/month

Advanced
Tuesday
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
fee: $35/month

Fitness Access Pass
Get your all access pass to attend unlimited
fitness classes for an extra $25 per session!
This includes:
Body Sculpt, Body Workout, Yoga , and Zumba

4 Kenner Parks & Recreation

2013 Leisure Service Winter Spring Programs
Specialty Workshops
his & hers

This is a paint-bynumber faux-stained
glass workshop. All
supplies and snacks
included: Instructor: Brenda Gruber.
Friday - February 15
Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Workshop fee: $50 per couple

Paint Party

“new orLeans Jazz”
Friday
March 15
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $25

“MarDi gras FLeUr De Lis”
Friday
Jan. 11
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $25

tULLe wreath

In this workshop you will learn how to make a beautiful Mardi
Gras wreath using tulle. These are all the rage these days. We will
supply everything you need to create a gorgeous wreath. You may
bring add-ons if you like. Instructor: Marian Hebert.
Thursday
January 17
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $25

PotteD PLants

Its springtime and the flowers are blooming! This workshop
will teach you how to arrange plants and flowers in pots. We will
also go over how to care for them and which plants and flowers
work well together. We will demonstrate several pots and you get
hands-on teaching. You will also get a small pot to take home to get
you started.
Saturday
March 16
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

COK Greenhouse
Workshop fee: $15

ChoCoLate giFt box

Perfect for your Valentine! This workshop will help you create
a one of a kind box of chocolate goodies. From chocolate covered
strawberries to dipped pretzels and truffles. You can to make and
decorate special treats perfect to give tot that special person in your
life. All supplies included. Instructor: Marian Hebert.
Wednesday
February 13
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Recreation Meeting Room
Class fee: $25

Check out the Adult Leagues
KPRD has to offer:
Flag football, Basketball,
Softball, Cabbageball

Mixed leagues in:
Softball, Cabbageball and Volleyball
Call Johnie after 2:00 p.m. at
468-7211 for more information.

2013 CITY OF KENNER
HOLIDAY CALENDAR
New Year’s
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
President’s Day (observed)
Mardi Gras
Good Friday
Memorial Day

Tues. Jan. 1
Mon. Jan. 21
Mon. Feb. 11
Tues. Feb. 12
Fri. March 29
Mon. May 27

NO pROgRAms OR CLAssEs wILL bE HELD ON THE CITY OF KENNER HOLIDAYs LIsTED
AbOvE. CLAssEs OR pROgRAms THAT OCCuR ON A HOLIDAY wILL NOT bE REsCHEDuLED.

CENTRALIZED REGISTRATION
Participants must report to their local playground. If you are a first time participant or you have
an expired ID in any sports program, you will be sent to Kenner Parks & Recreation office at
1905 24th Street for processing of the Centralized Registration Procedures.
Please bring an original birth certificate and proof of residency!
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 468-7211

Soccer regiStration
Soccer registration begins april 1, 2013
Weekdays 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
at your local playground. call 468-7211 for more information
BaSeBall & SoftBall regiStration
Begins March 11, 2013 • Weekdays 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
at your local playground. call 4687.7211 for more information
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Finishing what you start
By Steven A. Watts
It’s a bit surpris- of incorporation or organization with the Louisiana
ing, but often the
Secretary of State. Some people choose to use the
case that we struggle “bare bones” form provided by the secretary of state
mightily to get something done but then fail in
to create their desired entity. Once the filing is acspecifying the details. What we are left with is a
cepted by the secretary of state, you will have sucproject that is not truly complete. The half complet- cessfully created a new juridical person; however,
ed deeds lie in wait until that future day when we
you have failed to determine the details concerning
are somehow forced to act. Sometimes these half- how that entity is to function.
completed tasks are intentional, the result of our
A corporation is not truly complete without
inattention to detail or the urgent need to move on
by-laws. Likewise, a limited liability company is
to the next project. Other times these open items
not clearly functional without an operating agreeare just evidence of our lack of information. I be- ment. As is the case with your will, if you don’t crelieve that this is often the case with the formation
ate your own rules and procedures for your newly
of corporations and limited liability companies.
formed juridical person by means of by-laws or an
Under Louisiana law, a corporation or limited
operating agreement, the state will provide them
liability company is formed by the filing of articles
by default. Significant matters such as the names,

Christmas cleanup

Banking

By Guy Williams
Does it feel like the
holidays went by too
fast? Or, perhaps you
are sort of glad that
they are over? In any
event, it is now 2013 and time to get cleaned up and
ready for the new year.
The first part of a successful cleanup is to decide what to save, what to use, what to dispose of
and what to donate.
As a banker, I am all about savings. You can’t
have a sound financial plan without savings, but
there are some things that should not be saved.
Did you get any gift cards this year? If so, use them.
One of the reasons that every store wants to sell
gift cards is that up to 30 percent of them are never
used. This is called breakage in the retail business.
It should really be called very profitable for the retailer and very wasteful for the consumer.
Resolve to use those gift cards within the next

terms and duties of the officers; the procedure
people would never permit the state to write their
to follow in the event of the death, disability or
will. As a practical matter, that is what happens
divorce of a shareholder and the protocol imple- when you fail to declare in writing your own testamented for the transfer of stock or membership
ment. Likewise, when you create your own corporashares are just a few of the vital details that should
tion or limited liability company, take the time to
be addressed. If you don’t take the time to specify
specify how that entity is to function. If you don’t,
these matters then you have made the decision to
you have left some very significant decisions to the
let the state determine them for you. Unlike the “wisdom” of others.
articles of incorporation or organization, your bylaws or operating agreement do not have to be filed
Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana
with the secretary of state. The important matters
State Bar Association, has been a practicing attoraddressed therein can remain confidential and be
ney for over 35 years. His office is located at 4200
easily revised to reflect the desires of the stockhold- S. I-10 Service Road, Suite 110, in Metairie. Estate
ers or members.
planning, wills, trusts, successions, business transIt is important to complete what we begin. actions and corporate, franchise and real estate
The process frees us to go on to the next task know- law are his primary areas of practice. Watts is also
ing that we have done our best to practically ad- the owner and manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can
dress important details and contingencies. Many
be reached at 836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.

90 days. If you know that you won’t be able to use
them, you have three good options other than the
retailer’s choice of breakage.
You can give them to someone who will use
the card, you can donate the card or you can resell
the card at a discount. Whatever you decide to do,
you should do it soon. This is one part of the holiday cleanup that needs to be done by Mardi Gras.
You can sell gift cards at www.plasticjungle.com
or other similar sites. You can donate your cards
to your local church, school or the American Red
Cross. Of course, you can just use the cards. If you
have both meal and merchandise cards, pick a day,
go shopping and go out to eat. As you give thanks
for the meal, remember those who gave you the gift.
Whatever you decide, don’t save gift cards.
OK, now let’s talk about Christmas gifts. This
is the time to be realistic. If you know that you won’t
wear or use the gift, then return, re-gift or donate.
Most of us experienced the problem of throwing

away things after Katrina that had been saved just
in case. Just in case your taste suddenly changed,
your size magically changed or you just wanted
something from the previous decade. If you know
that you won’t use something, move it out of your
house. Your closet stuffers can be used by someone.
Saving things that you will never use is wasteful. It
is far better to move those items to a person or organization where they can be used.
Finally, get to the financial part of the cleanup.
Assemble your leftover bills and add them up. Plan
to repay them as fast as possible, starting with the
smallest balance and rolling the payments from
each paid off account into a larger payment on the
next bill. Do this until all of your accounts are paid
off.
For example, if you have three charge accounts with minimum payments of $30, $45, and
$125 use any extra money that you get to quickly
pay off the account with the $30 payment. When

that is done, add $30 to the $45 payment and pay
$75 until it is gone. You will end up paying $200 on
the last account and should get it paid as well.
Once you are out of holiday debt, resolve to
not get back in debt next year. Christmas will come
again next year, so plan for it. Set up a Christmas
savings plan so that you will have the money that
you need in your savings account. What a relief it
will be to know that next Christmas there will not
be a holiday hangover of unpaid bills when January
1 rolls around.
We wish you the best for a happy and prosperous 2013.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company.
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager,
can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast
Bank and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Community
Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra receives
NEA grant for St. Louis Cathedral concert
The Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra (LPO)
has received a grant for $20,000 from the National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) in support of educational materials for its upcoming collaboration with
The Historic New Orleans Collection (THNOC) concert, Envisioning Louisiana.
“I’m proud to announce these 832 grants to the
American public including the Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra,” said Chairman Rocco Landesman. “These projects offer extraordinary examples
of creativity in our country, including the creation
of new work, innovative ways of engaging audiences, and exemplary educational programs.”
The LPO is collaborating with THNOC to explore how composers have envisioned Louisiana’s
natural environment and how cultural exchanges

between Europe and Louisiana have influenced
music. From Louisiana’s colonial period to 20th
century depictions of New Orleans and Louisiana,
music will be used to highlight common perceptions and misperceptions of Louisiana’s
changing
Family
Dentistry
natural and cultural environments.
Sedation
Dentistry
Funding from the NEA will help empower
the LPO to continue offering high-quality Cleanings
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Whitening
music programming focusing on Louisiana’s
musi& Bridges
cal heritage. “Envisioning Louisiana”Crowns
is an exceptional opportunity for Louisianans and
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Dentures
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the lens
Fillings
of music.
Root Canals
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Extractions
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Rebecca Blum, D.D.S.
Jessica Tingstrom, D.D.S.
Manmeet Bala, D.D.S.

Family Dentistry
Sedation Dentistry
Cleanings
Whitening
Crowns & Bridges
Dentures & Partials
Resin Fillings
Root Canals
Extractions

3645 Williams Boulevard Suite 103
103
Kenner,
Louisiana
70065
Kenner, Louisiana 70065
504-443-5882
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We’re accepting new patients!
Call for your appointment today!
Rebecca Blum, D.D.S.
Jessica Tingstrom, D.D.S.
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Airport

Airport Super Bowl plan is complete
By Iftikhar Ahmad - Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation
As I write this
month’s report, I
am pleased to say
we are wrapping up
our preparations for the Super Bowl to take
place on February 3 in New Orleans. In my
August report, I outlined what airport preparations were underway to welcome the National Football Conference (NFC) and American Football Conference (AFC) champions to
our great city. It has required a great deal of
planning and hard work by the New Orleans
Aviation Board staff. Now the plan is complete
and it is time to put it into action.
The greatest challenge, as I have stated
before, will be the outbound traffic after the
game because of the vast number of passengers that will be departing over the 48 hour
period following the final whistle on the
field. To make the outbound process work efficiently, we are incorporating a special 5-43-2-1 message for our outbound passengers.
It works like this. Check out of your hotel
five hours before your departure time; Turn
in your rental car four hours before your departure time; Check in at the ticket counter
three hours before your departure time; Be at
the security screening checkpoint two hours
before your departure time; And finally be at
your gate one hour before your departure time.
To expedite the screening of the thousands of

passengers leaving after the game, additional
has been a pleasure to witness the embrace
security checkpoints will be in place as well
of our new amenities by our traveling pubas auxiliary locations for screening in the ter- lic. Our new concessions and eateries such
minal and special sites on the airport grounds. as the Saints Store and Zatarain’s Kitchen
Our New Orleans Aviation Board (NOAB) of- are reporting record sales since they opened
fice staff along with our customer service rep- their doors. In the planning for a number
resentatives and numerous volunteers will be
of years, the mammoth undertaking of the
in the terminal to assist
completion of the terour passengers during
minal improvements in
their check-in process. “Not only is this Super Bowl one
such a short period of
We expect close to
time underscores the
50,000 passengers to
of New Orleans’ most important commitment the New
use the airport in one
Orleans Aviation Board
events in a decade, it has also has made to provide
day. On the departure
side, thousands of pasan aviation asset that
served as our target date for
sengers will go through
our community can be
in waves through the
proud to call their own.
completion of the $350 million I encourage our readers
airport’s three security
checkpoints. With the
visit Louis Armstrong
airport terminal modernization.” to
new addition of secuNew Orleans Internarity lanes and increased
tional Airport to survey
staff by the Transportathe new look and feation Security Administration (TSA), the pas- tures. While you are here, visit the new shops
sengers are expected to move along with mini- for unique Louisiana gifts or dine in our newmal delay – if they follow the 5-4-3-2-1 plan.
est restaurants. You don’t have to be flying to
Not only is this Super Bowl one of New
visit. We welcome each and every one. In fact,
Orleans’ most important events in a decade, it
we will soon be announcing our special dedihas also served as our target date for comple- cation ceremony of the modernization schedtion of the $350 million airport terminal mod- uled to take place this month. New Orleans
ernization. The final touches are in motion
Mayor Mitch Landrieu will be joined by inand we can’t wait to showcase the results. It
vited guests as he presides over the proceed-

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport may be reached at
director@flymsy.com. Check your local listings for the air time of the Armstrong International Airport 30 minute television program, “Airport Alive,” or view it on the airport website, www.flymsy.com, by clicking
on the “Airport Alive” link on the “News and
Stats” page. You can now follow the airport
on Facebook.com/Armstrongintl and Twitter
@NO Airport. To find out how to be a volunteer at the airport, click on “Ambassador” on
the airport’s website homepage.
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Rivertown Theaters presents
“The Class of ‘70 Something”

Pan de Jamon
By foodieforone.com

Happy New Year! Let’s begin 2013 in the kitchen
preparing this wonderful Venezuelan holiday loaf. Pan
de Jamon, or ham bread, is can be a meal in itself
or paired with a plate of food. It makes a beautiful
presentation and your family and friends will be
amazed that you baked this incredible loaf yourself.
The dough was easy as can be. In my KitchenAid stand mixer I placed the ingredients below.
1/4 cup of sugar • 1 teaspoon salt • 4 cups of bread flour • 1 teaspoon of active dry yeast
Mix well, then add 3/4 cups of warm milk (I placed in microwave for 49 seconds) and then add two
well beaten eggs, then 1/4 cup of melted butter (I microwaved for 19 seconds). Be sure to lock the
stand mixer in place and knead the bread for 10 minutes. If you do not own a stand mixer you can
get a terrific upper body workout by combining and stirring and kneading by hand. After working
the dough for 10 minutes, place in a bowl in a warm spot, covered, for one hour. Some say the
microwave is a nice spot.
After one hour, the dough should have doubled in size. Place on a floured work surface and begin to
roll into a nice size rectangle, about the size of a large cookie sheet.
Continue to roll, compressing the dough into that nice rectangle.
Then begin layering with thin sliced ham, bacon slices, raisins, cocktail olives (in two rows) and roll
into a loaf. Tuck in the ends and cover with plastic wrap and allow to rise again for one hour.
After one hour, uncover and brush uncooked loaf with a beaten egg. Pierce the top and sides with a
fork and place in a preheated 350 degree oven for approximately 40 minutes.
You can enjoy this Pan de Jamon at room temperature, cold or heated. It’s an excellent, tasty treat
and it also makes a great holiday gift. Enjoy!
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle
Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@
yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

0113_Recipe Corner.indd 1

ings and it will be open to the public to attend.
Please watch for the announcement by the
local news media. You can also view the date
when it is posted on our website, www.flymsy.
com or on our Facebook page.
In the coming months, we plan to have
an announcement about the results of our
feasibility study concerning the next phase
of the development of Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International Airport. This will be
exciting news. On behalf of the New Orleans
Aviation Board and staff, I want to thank our
communities for their support and to wish
one and all a very happy new year.

12/27/12 9:22 PM

Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts invites you to dust off your
bellbottoms and platform shoes and get ready to take a rollicking journey
through the 1970s with the groovy hits you remember in the hit play, “The
Class of ’70 Something.”
Audiences are encouraged to wear their craziest ‘70s clothes to be eligible
to win ‘70s themed prizes. There will be nightly costume contests during the
run of the show with the three finalists invited on stage during the performance.
Director Gary Rucker, the co-director/producer of Rivertown Theaters,
has assembled a cast starring Abbey Murrell, Katie Cotaya, Janie Heck, Rachel
de Jonge, Ashley Rose Butler, Elyse McDaniel, Darren Hayes, Jeff Springmann,
Kyle Aucoin, Jermaine Keelen, Chris Abide and Aaron Lind.
The hit retro musical will run on Rivertown Theaters’ main stage from
January 11 through January 27, 2013 on Fridays and Saturdays at 8:00 p.m.
and on Sundays at 2:00 p.m.
Individual tickets are $35 for with discounts for seniors, students and
military. Student pricing and group discounts are available. Patron club donor
packages, five-show season packages and VIP suite group tickets are also
available.
For tickets call the box office at 461-9475 or 468-7221
or visit www.RivertownTheaters.com.
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How not to get ripped off when buying a used car
By Doug Turner
It’s no secret that
used car dealers have
an unshakable reputation for shady deals,
dishonest stunts, dirty tricks, tom foolery, shenanigans and other undesirable actions that you should
prefer never to have to deal with.
Fortunately, not all used car dealers are guilty
of these dreaded sins. There truly are a group of
committed, ethical, honest, good, and professional
independent car dealers out there who are truly
looking out for your best interests.
Unfortunately, a few bad apples have spoiled
the business for those of us who run a tight ship and
an honest operation. Therefore, my personal advice
to is to arm yourself with as much information as
possible about scams dishonest dealers try to pull
so you can spot them a mile away and run down the
street to another dealer who really deserves your
business.
The problem is in knowing how to spot the bad
dealers and in being able to identify their tricks and
scams. So in the next several months in this column
I will explain the most common scams the bad guys
like to pull so you can be on the lookout. Now you’ll
know – when you see one of these games being
played to run the other direction!
The add-on dance: Paint sealant, rust-proofing and fabric sealant scam
Once you’ve found the car you love, spent
hours researching your options, taken the vehicle
for a test drive, inspected the vehicle, negotiated
for a fair price, applied for and obtained financing
you’ll find yourself staring at a dotted line at the
end of several pages of fine print. Most likely you’ll
be exhausted and worn down and ready to get out

of the dealership and on with your life.
This is where dishonest dealerships will extract the last few dollars you have left in your bank
account. And these last few dollars often represent
a hefty chunk of their profits.
You see buried in the pile of paperwork a few
lines that mention one or a combination of paint
sealant, rust-proofing or fabric sealant. These addons can range anywhere from $200 up to $1000.
When performed legitimately, these add-ons can
extend the value and life of your vehicle. But all
too often, the add-ons are “added on” without your
permission. And by the time you get to the paperwork, you’re so tired of the whole process that you
don’t pay close enough attention to notice them.
In some cases, the additional services are not even
performed.
For instance, you’ll pay $500 for paint sealant
when all the dealer did was wax the car. That’s not
a good deal. Or you’ll pay $700 for fabric sealant
just for the prep department to spray $30 worth of
Scotchgard on the seats. Even worse, you may pay
for rust-proofing that was included in the factory
paint job. You could have – and should have – received it for free.
Of course, car dealers are running businesses
just like any other. All dealers deserve to earn an
honest profit – and valuable add-ons can be a winwin situation for the customer and the dealer. But
the add-ons should be clearly explained – and their
benefits should be obvious – so that you, the buyer,
can make up your own mind about whether or not
to purchase the add-ons. If you think you may be
interested in any of these protectant add-ons, I
encourage you to research the third party options
before hand and compare those options to what the

How old are your vehicle’s tires
and are your new tires really
new tires?
By Scott Zimmerman
Are your new
tires really new tires? Determining the age of the
tires before you buy them is a great idea. You should
check the age of all four tires you are purchasing.
Even though they may look the same there is a decent chance they are not the exact same age.
So how can you determine how old tires are?
Since 2000, the week and the year the tire was
manufactured can be determined by the last four
digits of the Department of Transportation (DOT)
number. Each tire has a required Department of
Transportation number on the sidewall. The first
two letters of the DOT number tells who the tire
manufacturer is and the last four numbers determine the age. If the last four digits are 5008 your
tires were produced in the 50th week of 2008.
If tires were manufactured before 2000 the
code will look different and you should have a
technician take a look at your tires for age and
safety issues. Even though the production date
is required by law to be stamped on each tire,
sometimes the manufacturers don’t make it easy
to find. If you don’t see a code on the outside
sidewall you will probably have to look on the
inside sidewall of the tire.

Most people don’t know that tires over six
years old can have dry rot from the inside out. The
tread on the outside may look great but that doesn’t
mean the tires are in great condition. If the current
tires on your vehicle are 10 years old or older they
should be replaced immediately.
So how old should new tires be? Since most
of us keep our tires for about four years and because most experts say after a tire is six years old
you should replace it, it is not wise to purchase new
tires that are already older than two years old.
You can protect yourself and your investment by being careful when purchasing tires. It
is wise to check the production dates on all tires
before purchasing.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned
and operated full-service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard
in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is
www.scottystireauto.com.

dealer is offering. If it’s a fair value, go for it. But
don’t pay any dealer $600 extra to spray your seats
or wax your car as that is not fair value.
To avoid being ripped off by this scam, be
certain to carefully read all of the paperwork –
line by line – and point out any additional items
you didn’t agree to. If you do see add-ons you
didn’t agree to or feel like you’re being forced
to make a decision on, this should be a red flag
that the dealership or salesperson you’re working with is not as honest as they need to be. And
it might be time to reconsider.

Doug Turner is president of Deal’n Doug’s
Autoplex, which stocks all types of vehicles, cars,
trucks, SUVs and vans priced from $5,000 to
$25,000, located at 6900 Veterans Boulevard in
Metairie. Turner, in the automobile business for
over 30 years and a fourteen year member of the
Better Business Bureau, was appointed in 2009 by
Governor Bobby Jindal to the board of the Louisiana Used Vehicle Commission, which licenses and
oversees the used vehicle industry in Louisiana.
Turner can be reached at 887-3131 or online at
doug@dealndougs.com.

Hair Styles Unlimited Salon & Spa
3635 Florida Avenue • Kenner, LA • 504-464-5949

We would like to thank our loyal clients
for another wonderful year.
Our continuing education allows us to offer our clients superior hair,
skin & nail care at extremely affordable prices.
Therapeutic Body Massage & Whole Body Waxing are also reasonably priced.
Our non-surgical hair replacement is affordable, and totally undetectable.
Our full wigs are the most natural sold anywhere.

Call today and see why Hair Styles Unlimited
is Kenner’s #1 Thinning Hair Specialist.
www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com

Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977
Specializing in hair restoration, extensions, and alternative hair.
0113_HairStylesUnlimited.indd 1
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Automatic
Transmission, Inc.
Dennis Automotive

2220 Airline Drive • Kenner, LA 70062
(504) 466-1381
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
NATIONWIDE WARRANTY

“Proudly Serving Kenner and the Metro Area Since 1976!”
0113_Automatic Transmission.indd 1
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Real Estate

So it’s a good deal – But is it a good deal for you?
By Linda R. Martin
You have been looking and hunting for that “deal” in this market-and
you think you may have found it – but
have you? Understanding what constitutes a good deal may be more personal than you think. The thrill
of the search can put your head in a spin and your heart may become attached to a certain home. However, when you get to the
point of putting in an offer, step back and make sure you have a
clear mind about the property– not just the price.
Price is not everything
While the price of a home may be attractive, it isn’t cheating
to ask why it is so low. Is the home in need of repair? Are there
permits required to make those repairs? How extensive are they?
Can you live in the dwelling while repairs are under way? Are you
capable of doing the repairs or will you hire someone? Are you “big ticket” needs can quickly affect your budget after you buy.
able to make decisions, do the research, hire the right people, and
Have an expert evaluate features like pools and hot tubs, high
have the tools/time that you need?
cost repair features.
While price may be a driving factor, in real estate it is often
Smaller homes might not have the features that you need, aflocation. Did you find a good price but in a location that you are
fecting your budget. And don’t forget property taxes, homeowners’
compromising? If so, this is one factor that you cannot change. insurance, flood insurance and condo fees.
Think hard if you are compromising on this one. Commuting a
Issues around location can also lead to hidden costs, in lonlong distance takes time and gas, making that low price not so low. ger commutes, poor parking and security systems for home and
Look at features of the home, the landscape, location or
cars. If you plan to work from home, verify that you may operate a
neighborhood that make it uniquely suited for you or that affect
business in the neighborhood.
the price. Understand these before you buy. Does the profile of
Know thyself: The key to knowing a “good deal”
this property feel right for you?
Understand how you deal with stress. If you can’t handle the
When the price is not the price
stress of a remodel or complicated/lengthy transactions, getting
A large home with poor insulation, an aging furnace or heat- a house that is in foreclosure might not be a good deal. Permits
ing/ cooling system, older windows, roof in need of repair or other
require understanding codes or hiring contractors who do, but

“…when you get to the
point of putting in an offer,
step back and make sure you
have a clear mind about the
property – not just the price.”

ultimately the homeowner is responsible for permitting issues.
Personal style – You always dreamed of a cozy urban oasis
but you are about to settle for a suburban family home. Have you
already compromised your personal style for a price tag?
Health Issues – If you have seasonal affective disorder and
need lots of light, determine if this is the right fit for you. If mobility is an issue, what changes would be needed to accommodate
wheelchairs?
Work – Are you planning to work from home? Location is one
issue, proper light, heat, sound-proofing, communications issues
and other local regulations are other considerations.
Know the house and how it fits you
The fewer compromises you make, the happier you will be. If
the house will require more upkeep than you care to do, the deal
is not a good fit.
Community – Remember, be on the lookout for the amenities that make a neighborhood viable for you. Schools, shopping,
worship and recreational facilities all contribute to a good fit.
Going for it
Your hard work in considering all factors will make for a good
transaction. Go into your new house with open eyes and hopefully
a good deal– just make sure it is good for you!
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be
reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors office located
at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is
a local independently owned and operated company. Visit the
company website at www.gardnerrealtors.com.

Health
A healthy new year
By Craig Goodwin
It is a new year and the time for
us to start a healthier lifestyle. Diet
and exercise are the two main keys to
a more healthy life.
The overall benefit of diet and exercise is improved quality
of life meaning you will be able to do things that you enjoy and do
them for a longer period of time. When routinely followed, there
are many benefits of a healthier diet and good fitness program.
Short term benefits include a healthier heart, stronger muscles,
bones and joints, ability to cope with stress, as well as reduced
feelings of depression or anxiety. Long term benefits include the
reduced risk of stroke, coronary heart disease, high blood pressure,
type 2 diabetes and colon and breast cancer.
A diet low in carbohydrates and sugar with a high intake of
protein, vegetables, and fruits will help you lose weight, lower
blood pressure, and stabilize a healthy blood sugar level. Take control of your diet today.
Until physical exercise becomes a habit, the effort to remain
active may seem difficult. When you first start a program, try to
exercise at the same time every day. You need to try to create a
habit right from the beginning and you may alter your time and
place later. Block off a part of your day for physical activity. Mark it
off on your calendar or day planner and do that for several months
in advance. The most important is the fact that you have to do your
physical fitness program regularly for at least 3 months. It takes
3 months of repetition to form a habit. Fitness classes or groups
provide a consistent approach to an activity as well as joining a
local gym or participating in a team sport that will also allow for
some competition.

Another benefit of fitness is called flexibility fitness in which,
through stretching, you work to maintain normal movement. Your
muscles are repeatedly shortened when they are used, especially
when exercising. To counteract the shortening, your muscles need
to be slowly and regularly stretched. The stretching results in increased flexibility or your ability to move your joints through their
full range of motion.
Different activities provide different levels of aerobic fitness,
strength, and flexibility. Activities such as bicycling, whether outdoor or indoor stationary, running, jump roping, walking, and swimming will give you excellent aerobic fitness with a good strength
component. Activities that provide a good flexibility component to
the exercise include martial arts, yoga, and gymnastics. The most
important part of fitness is choosing the right activity for you, one
that you will enjoy and get the most benefit. Mark your calendar
today and start benefiting from your fitness program tomorrow.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner
Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other locations in Metairie and on
the West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical School
Department of Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in
1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by
visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.
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People
My singing career: Elvis and
Johnnie and me

Two Great Locations In Kenner
Call Ahead for To Go Orders!

By Ed Clancy
In 2011, in this
grownups, programming news, middle-of-thecolumn, I told you
road music and network shows from NBC. In
about my radio en- fact if any top 40 songs were played on that stacounter with pop singer Eddie Fisher. At the
tion they were probably relegated to a half hour
time, his ex-wife, Elizabeth Taylor, had recently on a Saturday night. I am pretty sure Al Meltzer
died, just six months after Fisher himself had
was quite embarrassed even to be there.
passed away. I mentioned a 1988 interview
Somewhere in the middle of the proceedI did on the phone with Eddie in which I in- ings the electrical power went out. The music
formed him that, at the age of nine, I sang his
stopped and the gymnasium went black. We
biggest hit, “Oh! My Pa-Pa” in front of my fa- sock hoppers were bumping into each other
ther and a banquet hall full of his fellow union
until our eyes adjusted to the darkness. Evmembers – boy soprano that I was. Eddie was
erybody stood around for a while as the crack
intrigued, telling me he had never heard any- audio-visual students tried to get the power
one else sing that song.
back on. When it became obvious it was going
As this is the month of January, it is fit- to take a while, one of the girls yelled, “Let’s
ting that I talk about a song that made num- get Eddie Clancy to sing!” This was followed by
ber one on the Billboard chart in January of cheers of, “Yeah, let’s get Eddie to sing!”
1952: “Cry” by Johnnie Ray on the Okeh label.
I was dragged over to where Al Meltzer was
A year or two later, I regaled the entire fourth
sitting and the girls explained that I was this
grade at Fabius (N.Y.) Central School with that wonderful singer and could entertain until the
song. When he appeared in public, the girls
lights came back on. As for me, I was shaking
screamed and swooned and I most definitely like a leaf. I had no intention of singing a cappeldid a full blast take-off of Johnnie Ray that la without a microphone in front of my schoolday. I moved my voice up and down, soft and
mates. But Mr. Meltzer asked me if I would do
loud, tore at my hair, pulled at my imaginary tie, something for the “boys and girls” and I caved.
whipped off my sport coat and threw it at the He asked me what songs I knew and I told him
girls, kicked off my shoes and dropped to my “mostly Elvis stuff.” So, in a loud voice he said,
knees in a full sob just as Johnnie Ray did every “Hey gang, Eddie Clancy is going to entertain
night on stage. I did it once at the age of eight
us while they fix the electric power. Here he is,
or nine and it almost killed me. But I was the Eddie Clancy!”
star of the fourth grade for the rest of the day.
I quickly searched my brain for a song I
In the early 80s while working at WVUE- knew the words to and I came up with my two
TV Channel 8, I had a chance to meet and do
favorite Elvis songs. They’re my favorites to this
a TV interview with Johnnie Ray when he ap- day: “Anyway You Want Me” and “I Want You,
peared at the Blue Room in the then Fairmont I Need You, I Love You.” My voice had not yet
Hotel. For the life of me I cannot remember
started to change and I was able to belt them
whether I told him about my fourth grade trib- out with no microphone in what was, to me,
ute to him. I like to think I did and that he at
a satisfactory manner. And, as I recall, there
least chuckled. By the 80s Johnnie was slowing
were even a few squeals from the girls. Just
down from years of drinking and when he died
like for Johnnie Ray and Elvis. By the time I finin 1990 the cause of death was cirrhosis of the ished the second song, the lights came back on.
liver. While Johnnie was drooled over by his fe- I got an ovation and Mr. Meltzer came up to me
male teenage fans back in the 50s, I was later and thanked me for helping to “save the hop.”
to learn that he was, indeed, gay.
Eddie Fisher and Johnnie Ray and Elvis
Then there was “the night I saved the sock are gone, but I’m still standing. I don’t sing
hop.” When I was in junior high school, at the in public anymore and I don’t know if there’s
same Fabius Central, we took part in the dance
anyone who went to Fabius Central who rephenomenon known as “the sock hop.” A hop
members that night, but I do. I will always rewas simply another name for a dance at the
member the night I was a bonafide rock and
high school gym, generally known as a “record
roll hero.
hop.” But if shoes were forbidden in order to
keep the floor shiny for the basketball games,
Ed Clancy can be reached via email
the kids danced in their socks. A “record hop” at edclancy2@aol.com or at his blogsite,
meant that the music was provided by a disc ed-clancy.blogspot.com.
jockey from a local radio station. The DJ that
night was a fairly famous one, locally speaking, by the name of Al Meltzer, from WSYR-AM,
Syracuse. Now, you have to realize that WSYR
was not a rock and roll station. WSYR was for
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Try One of Our Healthy Salads!
Southwestern Chicken Salad…9.95

Grilled chicken, corn, salsa, black beans, cheddar cheese, cucumbers,
tomatoes & tortilla strips. Served with Southwest ranch dressing

Smoked Turkey Salad…8.50

Smoked turkey, baby Swiss, chopped walnuts and sliced apple.

Cobb Salad…9.25

Rows of grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, carrots, boiled egg,
cheddar jack cheese, bacon and smoked turkey.

Grilled Chicken Spinach Salad…8.25

Fresh spinach, grilled chicken, feta cheese, black olives, tomatoes and cucumbers.

Chef Salad…9.25

Grilled chicken, smoked ham, cheddar jack cheese,
boiled egg, fresh tomatoes, bacon and alfalfa sprouts.
All salads served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers and your choice of dressing:
Raspberry, walnut, Caesar, lite ranch, honey mustard, fat free Italian, hot bacon,
blue cheese, balsamic basil vinaigrette. Extra dressing…50¢

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
www.chateaucafe.com

0113_ChateauCafe.indd 1

12/27/12 9:29 PM

YOU COULD
WIN CASH
INSTANTLY!
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
JANUARY 4 - MARCH 30
12PM - 2AM

3 WINNERS PER DAY!
NEW MEMBERS CAN
WIN UP TO

$250 IN
CASH
INSTANTLY!
NEW WESTWEGO LOCATION
800 WESTBANK EXPRESSWAY

YOU COULD WIN A
SHARE OF $15,000
IN CASH AND OTHER
GREAT PRIZES!

NOW - JANUARY 31

CHALMETTE · ELMWOOD · GRETNA · HOUMA · KENNER
LAPLACE · BOUTTE · METAIRIE · THIBODAUX · WESTWEGO

www.kennerstar.com

$70,000 Goldmine of Cash not valid at Boutte and Thibodaux locations. Must be a new card member. Offer voided if not scratched off in the presence of OTB Casino
representative. Must be at least 21 years of age. Management reserves all rights to alter or cancel this promotion at any time. Must show proof of a valid government issued
photo I.D. See official rules for details.
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Meniscus tears: A common cause of knee pain
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
Meniscus tears
of the knee are a
very common knee
condition seen in
patients of all ages. The meniscus is a fibrocartilage crescent-shaped structure within the knee
that functions as a shock absorber as well as
provides stability to the knee. The knee contains
two menisci, the medial meniscus (inside aspect
of knee) and the lateral meniscus (outside aspect of knee). The medial meniscus is torn much
more commonly than the lateral meniscus. Meniscus tears as a result of trauma or injury are
common in younger patients involved in sports.
Meniscus tears can also occur without trauma
as a result of degenerative changes in older indi-

viduals; these degenerative meniscus tears often
coexist with osteoarthritis.
Patients with a meniscus tear may present with a history of twisting injury to the knee
or with atraumatic gradual onset of symptoms
localized to one side of the knee. Patients may
complain of sharp pain with walking, kneeling,
squatting or other activity. Patients may report
knee swelling and note mechanical knee catching, locking or giving way. Physical examination
of the knee may show an effusion (swelling) and
usually demonstrates joint line tenderness in
the area of the meniscus tear. Plain X-rays of the
knee may be normal in patients with a meniscus
tear. A magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) scan
is often useful in diagnosing a meniscus tear.

Treatment of meniscus tears depends on
many factors including patient age, patient activity level, severity and type of symptoms, and
presence of coexisting conditions. In active
individuals with a symptomatic meniscus tear
and without significant arthritic disease, knee
arthroscopy with meniscus repair or partial removal can provide excellent relief of complaints.
In more sedentary individuals with meniscus
tears along with symptomatic arthritis, other
treatments such as medication, joint injections
or in some cases joint replacement surgery may
be appropriate. An evaluation by an orthopedic
surgeon is necessary to properly diagnose and
treat a knee meniscus tear.

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified
orthopedic surgeon with over 10 years
experience. The Orthopedic Center for Sports
Medicine is a multi-specialty center dedicated
to complete musculoskeletal care with focused
expertise in shoulder and knee injuries. Offices
are located in Kenner and Metairie. For
additional information call 467-5900 or visit
www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

Ochsner first in greater Gulf South to use bone marrow cells to save limbs
Ochsner Medical Center is participating
ment is that this procedure allows both the cell
in a breakthrough, randomized clinical trial
harvest and implantation to be carried out in
which evaluates the effectiveness of a new
one procedure under local anesthesia with secell-based technology in patients with non-re- dation.
constructable critical limb ischemia (CLI). CLI,
“The Gulf South region of the United States
a severe condition of peripheral artery disease
has a very high proportion of patients with pe(PAD), is a blockage of the arteries which de- ripheral arterial disease, compared to other
creases blood flow to the legs and feet to the
areas in the United States,” said Hernan A. Bapoint of severe pain at rest or skin ulcer forma- zan, MD, FACS, vascular/endovascular surgeon,
tion.
John Ochsner Heart and Vascular Institute
Ochsner is one of 22 sites in the United
and principal investigator for the study. “The
States currently participating, and is the only
challenge in this region is that there is also a
location to offer this trial in the greater Gulf
higher level of amputations which are being
South region.
performed, compared to other areas of the
This approach, called ‘bone marrow aspi- country. Many opportunities exist to improve
rate concentrate’ (BMAC), uses a patient’s own
upon this. This type of technology will allow us
cells, including stem cells harvested from their
to offer select patients with non-healing ulcers
bone marrow to stimulate growth of new blood
who cannot undergo a leg bypass or angioplasty
vessels in the lower extremities. These patients
or stent treatments a possible other mode of
with CLI have no surgical or catheter-based op- treatment. In future years, many of us think
tion (‘no option critical limb ischemia’ NO-CLI). this type of cellular-based technology will be
0912_Century_Title_Gray.pdf
1 treat8/24/12 part
8:02
A unique aspect
of this stem cell-based
of PM
our armamentarium in the treatment of

severe peripheral arterial disease/critical limb
ischemia.”
A patient’s bone marrow is harvested from
his pelvis. Then a centrifuge-type machine, the
size of a desktop computer, concentrates the
marrow cells. Doctors inject the cell concentrate into the leg that has poor circulation. The
procedure is performed under local anesthesia
with sedation. There, the cells may respond to
the low-oxygen environment and help build
new vessels, improving blood flow. With increased blood flow in the extremity, ulcers may
be able to heal.
Patients accepted into the study will have
a 66 percent chance of being randomized to
receive their own bone marrow concentrate
(stem cell) and a 33 percent chance of being
randomized to receive a placebo. Since this is
a randomized study, all patients will have bone
marrow samples drawn, so neither they nor the
investigators can tell which they received.
The study will enroll approximately 210

patients across several U.S. medical centers.
To qualify, potential candidates must have
the characteristics of being diagnosed by a
physician as having advance peripheral arterial disease (PAD) or critical limb ischemia
(CLI), have gangrene, an ulcer or sore of the
foot or leg, no longer be a candidate for surgical treatment or any other invasive procedure
(i.e. angioplasty or bypass surgery) and have
exhausted all viable options and not receiving
dialysis treatment.
Medicare has approved participation in
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration trial.
Those with private insurance also may be eligible. Candidates will be evaluated for eligibility.
If enrolled, the safety and efficacy of the treatment will be assessed over two years.
To learn more about the Harvest CLI clinical trial, contact Clinical Research Coordinator
Shannon Williams (RT) at 842-6487 or slwilliams@ochsner.org.

19,405
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households in Kenner that receive the
Kenner Star FREE in the mail each month!
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New sleep lab at Ochsner-Kenner is helping patients get quality sleep
By Paolo Zambito
Did you know
that there are over 90
different types of sleep
disorders? Sleep is a
restorative process that affects nearly all aspects
of our lives – our health, alertness, memory, energy
level and emotions. And while everyone experiences sleep difficulties from time to time, if you have
persistent trouble falling asleep, staying asleep or
feeling refreshed during the day, it is possible that
you could have a sleep disorder.
“If you are experiencing sleep problems, Ochsner-Kenner can help,” says Kerry Dufresne, Ochsner-Kenner Director of Cardiopulmonary, Radiology and Wound
Care Services. “Now equipped with its own sleep lab, OchsnerKenner is offering sleep studies for those struggling with sleep
problems.” A sleep study is an overnight, outpatient medical test
ordered by a doctor, which takes place at an accredited sleep testing center. These studies usually run from about 7:30 p.m. to 6:00
a.m., but if needed, day studies can also be arranged for shift workers or those requiring special accommodations.
“The sleep lab at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner has a specially trained staff and provides evaluation and diagnosis of a

“Now equipped with its
own sleep lab, OchsnerKenner is offering sleep
studies for those struggling
with sleep problems.”

wide variety of sleep disorders.
The lab, located on the second
floor of the hospital, consists
of private, luxurious bedrooms
equipped with state-of-the-art
equipment in an atmosphere
that is conducive to sleep,” says
Dufresne.

The majority of studies
performed in the sleep laboratory are full-night recordings of a
sleeping patient’s breathing pattern, heart rate, oxygen saturation, muscle tone and brainwaves.
Analysis of this information can be very useful to the physician in
determining the true nature of a patient’s sleep complaint.
Sleep disorders can easily go unrecognized, so you should talk
to your doctor if you consistently have any the symptoms of snoring,
sleep disruption, depression/irritability, fatigue or daytime sleepiness. Appointments are available, so speak to your doctor today to
find out if a sleep study is right for you.
For more information or to schedule a sleep study at OchsnerKenner, call 842-2078.

Ochsner-Kenner center successfully treats sleep apnea,
insomnia, sleepwalking
their sleep and is responsible for the fatigue they feel during the day.”
Among the medical aids that are often prescribed for sleep
apnea patients is a CPAP (continuous posiThe Ochsner Medical Center in Kenner
tive airway pressure) machine that continuhas opened a sleep center that treats such
ously pumps air through a face mask, correctsleep-related illnesses as sleep apnea, sleeping and preventing the breathing disruptions
walking and insomnia.
that are a major factor in the development of
Dr. Stuart Busby, medical director of
sleep apnea.
the sleep center at Ochsner-Kenner, says the
Dr. Busby says most sleep-related illfacility opened in July 2011 and has been connesses can be treated and improved after
stantly busy since then.
diagnosis by non-surgical treatments.
Among the sleep-related illnesses most
“Identifying sleep-related illnesses like
often seen at the center is obstructive sleep
sleep apnea is often the medical equivalent
apnea, an illness in which throat obstrucof detective work,” says Dr. Busby. “But once
Dr. Stuart Busby
tions cause breathing disruptions during
a sleep-related illness has been identified
sleep. Many sleep apnea patients have no
and confirmed, there are in most cases providea that their breathing during sleep is being disrupted every
en and successful methods of treatment that are available.”
night. One of the results of sleep apnea is fatigue. Sleep apnea paDr. Busby says the success of the Ochsner-Kenner Sleep
tients find themselves falling asleep during the day, possibly while
Center is another indicator that Ochsner-Kenner is emerging as
driving or during meetings.
a fully-rounded medical center with medical staff experienced
Says Dr. Busby, “While they are sleeping we use sophisticated
in all areas of specialization. “The addition of the sleep center is
sensors to record persons who may have sleep apnea. The patients are
just another progressive step in the continuous development of
often shocked to discover that they have sleep apnea which disrupts
Ochsner-Kenner,” he says.

By Allan Katz

Paolo Zambito, R.N., is chief executive officer at Ochsner
Medical Center-Kenner, whose stated mission is to improve the
high level of quality patient care to local residents and the surrounding communities by focusing considerable efforts on increasing Ochsner’s support of the community as well as expanding medical services in the city. Zambito serves on the boards
of the Louisiana Emergency Response Network (LERN) Commission Region 1 and the Louisiana Extended Care Hospital of
Kenner and is a member of the Jefferson Chamber of Commerce
and Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Louisiana. For more
information on the services and physicians at Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner call 464-8000.

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING
SMALL JOBS

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters
•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed1010_Fernando.pdf
Master Plumber 1

4/28/12

Owner/Operated
11:00 PM
Over 25 Years

“11 years experience”

FREE ESTIMATES
Call today for
expert installation by
Brazilian native

Fernando.

Ceramic - Marble
Porcelain - Stones
Floors - Backsplashes

Owner/Installer: Fernando Calore
292-2461

Government
Driver’s license bureau to open in Kenner’s Rivertown
The city of Kenner and the state of Louisiana have entered
into a cooperative endeavor agreement to open a new Office of
Motor Vehicles in Rivertown. The OMV location on Airline Drive
is being closed and the state will also be opening a new location
in New Orleans.
The new driver’s license bureau will be located in the
building that housed the city’s now closed Mardi Gras Museum,
located at 421 Williams Boulevard.
The state and Kenner have agreed to a 10-year deal
including an option for two additional 10-year extensions. As
part of the deal the city will provide the space for free and pay

for maintenance, utilities and other expenses by collecting a
$3 fee that will be added to all transactions occurring at the
OMV site, which can also be used to the general upkeep and
improvements in Rivertown. Any excess revenue would be
returned to the state but city officials say they expect all the
funds will be able to be spent in Rivertown. “The intent of this
legislation as well as that agreement is to improve that area,”
said Keith Conley, city attorney.
The Airline Drive office sees about 1,200 to 1,500 visitors
each day and city officials are hoping at least a third of those
people will come to Rivertown to renew licenses.

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

20

JANUARY 2013  KENNER STR

Latin American News

Services and supports
By Rafael E. Saddy
The Jefferson
Parish Human Services Authority (JPHSA)
offers services and
supports for children,
adolescents, adults and families by minimizing
the existence and the disabling effects of mental illness, substance abuse and developmental
disabilities and by maximizing opportunities for
individuals and families affected by these conditions to achieve a better quality of life in order
to participate more fully within our community.
Services and support are also offered in Spanish
to individuals and families with language barrier.
The JPHSA strives to improve the overall
quality of life for the children, adolescents, and
adults who make their homes in Jefferson Parish
by serving as a single point of entry for individuals in need of mental health, addictive disorders
(alcohol and drug abuse, compulsive gambling)
and/or developmental disabilities services and
supports. Pregnant women seeking addictive
disorders services receive priority admission and
services at all JPHSA Behavioral Health Centers.

JPHSA offers an array of services. Please
call 349-8833 on Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. to
learn specific eligibility criteria and to arrange a
screening. If an individual is not eligible for JPHSA services every effort is made to find another
service provider in the community that can meet
identified needs.
In the event of after-hours emergency such
as nights, weekends and holidays due to a mental illness, addictive disorder and/or developmental disability, Jefferson Parish residents may
call the mobile crisis team at 832-5123.
JPHSA promises courtesy, empathy and
respect in meeting the expectations of the client and each other. They strongly believe that
individuals and families affected by mental illness, addictive disorders and/or developmental
disabilities are best done at the local level. The
authority values inclusion, independence, access, family involvement, choice, meaningful
social roles, dignity and community acceptance.
The staff approaches the delivery of services in a
coordinated and collaborative fashion with the

knowledge that all persons have the potential to
improve and achieve well-being.
Financial condition is not a barrier for a
person or families to seek treatment. JPHSA accepts Medicaid, Medicare, GNOCHC and some
private insurance and offers a reasonable sliding
scale fee based on income.
For locations in the East Bank and West
Bank of Jefferson Parish and for detailed information about service, call 349-8833 or visit JPHSA’s website at www.jphsa.org.
Community announcements
January 18 – Latin American Civic Organization of Louisiana (LACAL) general meeting
and 2012 event planning. For information call
296-3976.
January 21 – Latin Council general meeting and discussion of issues affecting the Hispanic communities. For information call 296-3976.
January 24 – Unidad Hispanoamericana
general meeting and planning 2013 pageant
event. For information call 466-1483.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The
center offers various programs as well as access
to information and referrals for all sorts of issues.
For information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 has Hispanic
TV programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and
Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information and
program schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and
click on the KTV 76 logo.
I leave you with this thought: “A new year’s
resolution is something that goes in one year and
out the other.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations
officer for the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy at
lacal1234@bellsouth.net.
Correspondence
should be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA
70064-0284.

Community
Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra to perform family concert in January
The Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra
will perform its second family concert this season at Hynes Charter School the in New Orleans’
Lakeview area. Let’s Go LPO! is part of LPO’s annual Young People’s Concerts (YPC) series which
reaches thousands of students throughout greater
New Orleans each season.
Let’s Go LPO! takes place on January 13,

2013, at 3:00 p.m. at Hynes Charter School, lo- with NOLA Project actors A.J. Allegra and James
cated at 990 Harrison Avenue. Tickets are free for
Bartelle, who will demonstrate how musicians
children 12 and under and $10 for all others and
must work together as a team.
are available online at www.LPOmusic.com or by
Students will have the opportunity to intercalling 523-6530. Tickets are also available at the
act with the music at the concert, such as Reich’s
door one hour prior to the performance.
“Clapping Music,” Brubeck’s “Unsquare Dance”
Guest conductor David Torns will lead the
and an old New Orleans favorite, “When the Saints
orchestra for this football themed concert along
Go Marching In.”

Guest conductor Torns is the assistant conductor of the Baton Rouge Symphony and music
director of the Louisiana Youth Orchestras where
he conducts outreach, educational and pops performances. Torns’ musical training and diverse
background bring youth, enthusiasm and warmth
to his performances. This will be Torn’s third education season with the LPO.

Kenner Recreation secures 2016 AAU girls national championship tournament
TThe Kenner Parks and Recreation De- Athletic Union (AAU) fifth grade girls basketpartment and Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni
ball national championship tournament for
announcedCrescent
they have
secured the Amateur
2016. The
City Graphics_GRAY.pdf
1
11/27/12
9:45 city
PM of Kenner was selected from

several applicants seeking to obtain the AAU
bid.
In August 2012, the city of Kenner signed
a cooperative endeavor agreement with the
Jefferson Convention and Visitor’s Bureau
(JCVB) to market Kenner as a tourism destination, encouraging conventions and other
events to come to Kenner. The JCVB worked
closely with the city’s recreation department
on this project, particularly in securing hotel accommodations to submit with the bid
package. The AAU championship is the first
major event secured by this partnership. Kenner’s KTV also contributed to the bid package
with a video promo, “Let the Magic Return.”
The video highlighted the past experiences
of AAU events in Kenner and promoted new
amenities Kenner has to offer. Mayor Yenni
said, “I am extremely proud of the efforts of
our recreation staff to bring the AAU back to
Kenner. Moreover, I am ecstatic to see the
city reaping the benefits of the agreement
with the JCVB early on. I am thankful to the
AAU for selecting Kenner and I look forward

to welcoming the many families of girls’ basketball to a fantastic event.”
Kenner Parks and Recreation Director
Ken Marroccoli said the tournament is expected to host 60 to 75 teams. The duration
of the tournament will be approximately one
week sometime in late June or early July as
exact dates have not yet been determined.
Kenner will utilize the Pontchartrain Center
and other city gymnasiums for this competition. Marroccoli and his staff have already
planned a grand opening parade, which will
give guests a taste of Mardi Gras, complete
with bands and beads. In his proposal to the
AAU he stated, “The athlete party will give
all players a chance…to forge those lasting
friendships that AAU is known for…while
basketball is center stage, we are planning to
have activities to make our championship one
that no one will ever forget.”
For any questions regarding the tournament contact Marroccoli at 468-7211.
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Child-proofing your home
By Dan Dormady resistant packaging should be locked away out of
About 2.5 million
children are injured
or killed by hazards
in the home each year.
The good news is that many of these incidents can
be prevented by using simple child-safety devices on
the market today. Any safety device you buy should
be sturdy enough to prevent injury to your child, yet
easy for you to use. It’s important to follow installation instructions carefully.
You can childproof your home for a fraction of
what it would cost to have a professional do it. And
safety devices are easy to find. You can buy them at
hardware stores, baby equipment shops, supermarkets, drug stores, home and linen stores and through
online and mail-order catalogues.
Installing safety latches and locks for cabinets and drawers in kitchens, bathrooms and
other areas can help prevent children from gaining access to medicines and household cleaners,
as well as knives and other sharp objects. Safety
latches are not a guarantee of protection, but they
can make it more difficult for children to reach
dangerous substances. Even products with child-

reach as this packaging is not childproof. Parents
should be sure to purchase and install safety products that they will actually adapt to and use.
Use safety gates to help prevent falls down
stairs and to keep children away from dangerous
areas. Look for safety gates that children cannot dislodge easily, but that adults can open and close without difficulty. For the top of stairs, gates that screw
into the wall are more secure than “pressure gates.”
New safety gates that meet safety standards
display a certification seal from the Juvenile Products Manufacturers Association (JPMA). If you
have an older safety gate, be sure it doesn’t have “V”
shapes that are large enough for a child’s head and
neck to fit into.
Use door locks to help prevent children from
entering rooms and other areas with possible dangers, including swimming pools.
To prevent access to swimming pools, door
locks on safety gates should be placed high, out of
reach of young children. Locks should be used in addition to fences and alarms. Sliding glass doors with
locks that must be re-secured after each use are of-

ten not an effective barrier to pool access.
Door knob covers, though inexpensive, are generally not effective for children who are tall enough
to reach the doorknob. A child’s ingenuity and persistence can usually trump the cover’s effectiveness.
Use anti-scald devices for faucets and shower
heads and set your water heater temperature to 120°
F to help prevent burns from hot water. A plumber
may need to install these.
Use window guards and safety netting to help
prevent falls from windows, balconies, decks and
landings. Window guards and safety netting for
balconies and decks can help prevent serious falls.
Check these safety devices frequently to make sure
they are secure and properly installed and maintained. There should be no more than four inches
between the bars of the window guard. If you have
window guards, be sure at least one window in each
room can be easily used for escape in a fire. Window
screens are not effective for preventing children
from falling out of windows.
Use corner and edge bumpers to help prevent
injuries from falls against sharp edges of furniture
and fireplaces. Use receptacle or outlet covers
and plates to help prevent children from electrical shock and possible electrocution. Be sure the

outlet protectors cannot be easily removed by children and are large enough so that children cannot
choke on them.
Cut window blind cords to help prevent children from strangling in blind-cord loops. Window
blind cord safety tassels on mini-blinds and tension devices on vertical blinds and drapery cords
can help prevent deaths and injuries from strangulation in the loops of cords. Inner cord stops can
help prevent strangulation in the inner cords of
window blinds.
Lastly, be sure any safety device you install
is easy to use and is not likely to break into small
parts, which could be a choking hazard for young
children.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional
engineer and licensed home inspector and the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally
owned consulting engineering firm specializing
in residential and commercial building inspection services. Dormady can be reached at 456-6999,
P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at
criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady
Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Community
Social Security announces new compassionate allowances conditions to fast track
disability process
Michael J. Astrue, commissioner of Social Security, recently announced 35 additional compassionate
allowances conditions are now in effect, bringing the
total number of conditions in the expedited disability
process to 200. Compassionate allowances are a way to
quickly identify diseases and other medical conditions
that, by definition, meet Social Security’s standards for
disability benefits. The program fast-tracks disability
decisions to ensure that Americans with the most serious disabilities receive their benefit decisions within
days instead of months or years. These conditions primarily include certain cancers, adult brain disorders,
and a number of rare disorders that affect children.
“We have achieved another milestone for the
compassionate allowances program, reaching 200 conditions,” Commissioner Astrue said. “Nearly 200,000
people with severe disabilities nationwide have been

quickly approved, usually in less than two weeks,
through the program since it began in October 2008.”
By definition, these conditions are so severe that
Social Security does not need to fully develop the applicant’s work history to make a decision. As a result,
Social Security eliminated this part of the application
process for people who have a condition on the list.
Social Security has held seven public hearings
and worked with experts to develop the list of compassionate allowances conditions. The hearings also
have helped the agency identify ways to improve the
disability process for applicants with Compassionate
Allowances conditions.
For more information on the compassionate allowances initiative and to view the allowed conditions
visit www.socialsecurity.gov/compassionateallowances.

Entergy official to speak to KPBA
Doug Rhodes from Entergy will be the featured guest speaker at the Kenner Professional
Business Association’s monthly luncheon meeting
on Tuesday, January 15, 2012.
The meeting will be held at Chateau Golf and
Country Club, located at 3600 Chateau Boulevard
in Kenner. Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. and
lunch starts at noon. Reservations are required
to attend and can be emailed to reservations@
kpba.biz. The KPBA club is a community-based
networking organization for men and women.
For more information about attending the KPBA
meetings or joining the club visit www.kpba.biz.
Doug Rhodes has been the customer service
manager for Entergy Louisiana in East Jefferson
and St Charles parishes for 16 years. Rhodes has

Catholic Elementary School

Open HOuse

January 23, 2013 • 6:30 p.m.
pK-2 through 7th Grade

Doug Rhodes
Customer Service Manager, Entergy
38 years of service for Entergy, starting his service
as a lineman for 14 years, working in the engineering department for four years and spending four
years in commercial sales.

private Tours Available
4119 st. elizabeth Drive
Kenner, Louisiana 70065
504.468.3524
www.seasschool.org
elizabeth@archdiocese-no.org

“Our eyes are fixed on the Lord”
st. elizabeth Ann seton school does not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin
in the administration of their educational policies.
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New Orleans Aviation Board extends deadline for taxi cab improvements
On December 20, 2012, at the meeting of the New December 31, 2012 deadline to make the improvements
Orleans Aviation Board, it was announced the taxi cab that were put in place with an eye toward making the
drivers who pick up fares at Louis Armstrong New Or- cabs safer and more tourist friendly, particularly with
leans International Airport now have additional time Super Bowl XLVII in New Orleans on February 3.
to make improvements to their cabs required by New
Airport officials further announced that “there is
Orleans officials, including installation of credit-card not enough available equipment to install in the taximachines and surveillance cameras.
cabs that are on the waiting list” and as a result they
The Kenner cabbies, as well as cab drivers from “will continue to allow permitted taxicabs to operate at
any parish picking up fares at the airport, were facing a the airport.”

Shop Kenner First
from page 1

Business owners interested in joining the
campaign are encouraged to contact the city of
Kenner at 468-6655 for information regarding ob-

KDHSA
from page 1

to organize a research-based paper from beginning
to end,” Glaser said.
Children at KDHSA will identify their own
unique style of learning, Glaser said, and taught to
become their own best advocate.
They will learn to think, persevere, problem
solve and create unique solutions to problems and
they will know how to communicate their learning
needs with their teacher, said Glaser.
Students will be immersed in the local community and will get involved in community projects,

The Kenner City Council requested earlier this
month that New Orleans officials consider an extension
because Kenner’s cab drivers have said the only companies able to install the credit-card machines and other
required equipment had already been inundated with
requests from New Orleans cabbies.
“On behalf of Kenner’s cab drivers, I want to thank
Mayor Mitch Landrieu, his administration, and the New
Orleans Aviation Board for responding to our requests

for more time,” Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said. “It
would have been challenging for a majority of the drivers in Kenner to meet a December 31 deadline,” he said.
Airport officials also promised that “over the
course of the next few weeks, [they] will continue to
monitor the market and work with local officials and
all jurisdictions that are permitted at the airport to
develop…a viable solution.” Recommendations will be
presented at the next Aviation Board meeting.

taining free placards for their storefronts. There is
no cost to businesses participating in the program.
“Kenner businesses have a lot to offer the consumer and we are hopeful that the Shop Kenner
First will remind those out shopping or dining to

reinvest in their community and keep their funds
local,” said Mayor Michael S. Yenni.
KTV airs on Cox Cable Channel 76 and AT&T
Uverse Channel 99. Contact Valerie Waguespack,
director for the department of information tech-

nology and telecommunications/KTV, at 468-6655,
or visit www.kenner.la.us for more information.

especially when those are related to health, science and environmental topics, she added.
Glaser is also stressing transparency at the
school, with accountability on all levels, including
academic achievement, fiscal responsibility and
legal compliance.
Glaser will draw her faculty from various
avenues, including retired back-to-work teachers,
teachers new to the profession and trained in a traditional educational program, Teach for America
teachers and teachers from private and parochial
schools.
With new construction on a permanent facility currently planned to begin in 2015 at the Loyola
Tract, Glaser said the health and sciences charter

school will temporarily house for five years at the
former Joseph S. Maggiore, Sr. Elementary School
at 2504 Maine Avenue near Roosevelt Boulevard
and 25th Street. “We want to get open, establish
our community, school culture and academic program before we focus on new construction,” Glazer
said. “The first three years will also give us good
insight into the actual enrollment as compared to
projected enrollments which will help in planning
the facility.”
Four buildings at the Maggiore property will
offer plenty of room to grow, Glaser said. Green
space will afford opportunities for planting gardens
as students study sustainable environments.
Long-term goals include opening three charter schools with a common mission, Glaser said.
A West Bank DHS Academy for the 2014-15
school year and a health sciences high school the
following year are planned.
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy will offer pre-kindergarten, kindergarten,
first, second, third, fifth and sixth grade classes
with enrollment expected to reach 300 students.
Once moved to its permanent facility, pre-K and K

through twelfth grade will be offered. The Kenner
elementary school and high school will be built on
the same land near Vintage and Loyola. Kenner
residents receive preferential enrollment for 40
percent of the seats at the school.
With a mission to provide a rigorous learning
environment where students achieve academically,
develop intellectual curiosity and practice environmental responsibility while exploring health and
science topics and careers, Glaser seems on track
to achieve these goals.
“Our outreach to students is through online
sources, fliers placed in various locations, speaking and attending civic and community events and
holding community meetings at the Eastbank Regional Library. The student applicants are coming
from many places including public district schools,
private and parochial schools and other charter
schools,” said Glaser.
The school’s phone number is 233-4720. For
more information and to apply for admission visit
www.discoveryhsf.org.

We Sell Boxes &
Packing Supplies
Including… Mattress Bags
Dish & Glass Packing Kits
Dust Covers • Wardrobe Boxes

State of city
from page 1

Boxes • Tape • Bubble Wrap • Newsprint • Markers • Box Cutters • Rope

2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd. • Kenner • 468-3474
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as infrastructure and corridor development. Yenni
also provided a progress report on Kenner’s sewerage system repairs and flood protection programs.
In addition to discussing city projects, Yenni
included information regarding Kenner’s current
financial state and indicated that although the
city found itself with another shortfall this past
budget year, public services were still maintained
amidst further budget cuts. Yenni said he had
hopes for further progress and future prosperity

Louisiana Philharmonic
from page 13

unique project,” states James William Boyd, interim
managing director.
“Envisioning Louisiana” will take place Wednesday, January 23, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. in St. Louis Cathedral, located adjacent to Jackson Square in the historic French Quarter and streamed online at www.
lpomusic.com.
The Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra offers
a 36-week season with more than 120 performances,
including classics, light classics, education, family and park concerts in New Orleans and across a

for Kenner.
Yenni stated, “We need to ensure that Kenner’s greatest days are yet to come, and together,
we will. Every time we think we reach a new limit
for new challenges, we realize that challenge may
be limitless. This is a time for leadership and we
will do what is hard. We will achieve and accomplish great things.”
To view Mayor Yenni’s state of the city
2012 “The City of Kenner: A Community of
Choice” presentation, visit the city’s website at
www.kenner.la.us.
multi-parish area. Formed in 1991, the LPO is the
longest-standing musician-governed and operated
orchestra in the United States and the only full-time
professional orchestra in the Gulf South. The LPO’s
mission is to transform people and communities
through music by playing ambitious, inspiring concerts, educating young people and adults, engaging
with diverse regions, neighborhoods and audiences,
connecting through various mediums and venues
and contributing to the cultural richness of the
multi-parish area.
For more information contact the LPO at 5236530 or visit www.lpomusic.com.
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Redwood
from page 1

tract. Redwood Park, originally constructed
in 1976, over the years had turned into a highdensity apartment complex that was a concern
to neighbors and to police.
Councilman Stagni commends Raymond
for deciding not to rebuild another apartment
complex on the site, instead selling the tract
to Kahn. Stagni says Kahn has assured him
that he intends to create a first-class shopping
mall on the valuable tract that is adjacent to
single-family homes on the other side of West
Esplanade.
To assist Kahn, the Kenner City Council
has voted 7-0 to rezone the tract from R-3 multifamily to C-2 commercial, with a small strip
zoned R-1 single family residential. The small
strip is located on the eastern end of the tract,
fronting Roosevelt Boulevard.
Kahn did not return calls seeking comment from him on the development that he
has in mind. But Stagni says he has had many
conversations with Kahn where the developer
has pledged to be in accordance with all of Kenner’s codes, building regulations and highest
standards for retail developments.
Stagni said that he and other city officials
are going to insist that Kahn follow the example of other recent investors such as storage
companies and restaurants who have put up
high-quality, attractive stores. Stagni believes
that Kahn has already contacted several major
retail chains about placing stores in his new
development.
“I think the development of the former Red-

wood Park apartments is crucial to the future
of West Esplanade, Williams Boulevard and the
entire city of Kenner,” said Stagni. “The nearby
homeowners have made it clear they are intensely interested in the details of Mr. Kahn’s development and want the very best. I feel the same
way and I’m sure the Yenni administration feels
the same way. We’ve waited a long time to have
a developer come along who wants to transform

“The man who stops
advertising to save
money is like
the man who
stops the clock
to save time.”

the Redwood Park site into a very special highquality suburban mall that will create new jobs
and stimulate other potential investors to take

a hard look at the Williams Boulevard-West
Esplanade corridor.”

Jefferson Parish

Offender Watch
The nation’s leading
registered sex offender
management and
community
notification tool.
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—Thomas Jefferson
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Kenner Food Bank
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