Vol. 22, No. 7

Kenner’s Community Newspaper Since 1991

Thirty-member faculty of Kenner charter school gets ready for opening
By Allan Katz
Thirty teachers who will make up the faculty of the Kenner Discovery Health Sciences
Academy recently met for a week of professional
development preparing for the August 15 opening of the charter school for the 396 students
who have been admitted.
“This has been a really exciting time for our
new faculty members who have gotten an opportunity to see their classrooms and network
with each other,” said Patty Glaser who was the
founding head and will serve as chief executive
officer of the new school.
KDHSA will be temporarily located on
the campus of the old Jefferson Parish Public
School System’s former Joseph S. Maggiore El-
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ementary School located at 2504 Maine Avenue
near Roosevelt Boulevard and 25th Street. A
new school will be built in Kenner on the Loyola
tract and is expected to be an outstanding campus. When the KDHSA opens in August, it will
offer pre-kindergarten, first, second, third, fifth
and sixth grade. In time the school will go from
pre-kindergarten through 12th grade.

The school benefited from the support of
Kenner’s business community and the support
of the city’s administration and council. Chairing the board for the school is Diane Hollis, a
former educator and former interim member of
the Jefferson Parish Council. Other board members include real estate developer Henry Shane,
real estate agent Lynda Nugent Smith, educator
Jeanne Marie Monte, contractor Joe Caldarera,
banker James Hudson, retired Entergy manager
Vincent Peperone and insurance agent Wayne
Thomas.
“We feel certain this school will be a great
addition to Kenner,” said Glaser. “When the
new campus is built and offers classes through
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Express state motor vehicle office now
open in Rivertown

City Council gives final approval to mayor’s
$58.4 million budget, but with changes

The state Office of Motor Vehicles opened
an express motor vehicle office in Kenner’s Rivertown on June 3, 2013, the only location for
services such as driver’s license renewals on the
east bank of the Mississippi River from St. John
Parish to New Orleans.
“This is a huge win-win for the citizens of
Kenner,” said Mayor Michael S. Yenni. “Having
a motor vehicle office in the city is not just a
tremendous convenience for our residents, but
this office can also have an enormous impact on
Rivertown by generating a steady flow of pedestrian traffic.”
Currently, the closest motor vehicle office
to Kenner is either the location at 100 Veterans Boulevard in New Orleans or the office in
Reserve. The new Kenner location is at 421 Williams Boulevard, the site of the former Mardi
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Gras Museum.
The Rivertown office will handle most
routine transactions, including renewing Class
E and D driver’s licenses, issuing identification
cards and handicap hang tags and plates and
providing duplicates of registration certificates
and titles.
Driver’s tests are not part of the services offered at express locations, state officials said.
Yenni said he pursued the idea of a Kenner
office after learning the motor vehicle office on
Airline Drive in Metairie would be closing. There
was some concern about paying for the renovations and future maintenance and upkeep of the
building, but that was solved with a $3 fee that will
be added on to every transaction at the Kenner
page 17

Rivertown Farmer’s Market brings
wholesome and homemade to South Kenner
On the first and third Saturdays of each month,
approximately 200 shoppers from around the region
are attracted to the 400 block of Williams Boulevard
where Rivertown’s Farmer’s Market vendors set up
shop. The market, previously held in Heritage Park,
was moved to the more visible and convenient location across from Exhibition Hall on Williams Boulevard at the beginning of this year.
Nancy Ladner, a curator for the city of Kenner,
was tasked with overseeing the city’s farmer’s market last August. Today, she says, on a typical farmer’s
market day, there are 11 or 12 vendors, up from 5 to 6
a year ago, displaying their wares. Although the number and kind of vendors vary from time to time, usu-
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ally found are a wide variety of offerings such as fruits,
vegetables, honey, jams, jellies, herbs, and preserves,
as well as gardening supplies, such as compost and
plants. Most recently, she says, a candle market, a
preparer of Italian desserts and a mobile sno-ball
maker have joined the roster of vendors.
page 17

The Kenner City Council has approved Mayor
Michael S. Yenni’s proposed operating budget
amount of $58.4 million for the 2013-14 fiscal year
but made changes on how to finance the city’s popular recycling service. The mayor had proposed a cut
in car allowances for administration appointees but
members of the city council thought a better way
was to shift money around for grass cutting and demolition work to pull together the $40,000 needed
to continue drop-off sites and expand the service for
citizens that recycle.
Members of the council also changed the mayor’s method of balancing the budget with the council

voting for using less capital fund money and more
cash reserves than the administration proposed.
The council change also gave $120,000 to each council member to be spent in their respective council
districts.
The new budget kicks in with the fiscal year
beginning July 1, 2013 and the $58.4 million budget
is a virtual stand-still from the 2012-13 budget. For
the second year in a row, the budget approved by the
city council uses some cash reserve money to fund
the city’s day-to-day expenses.
To avoid a deficit in the coming fiscal year,
Mayor Yenni’s proposed budget had called for using
page 16

City of Kenner offers attractive, affordable
public venues for all social occasions
By Allan Katz
The city of Kenner offers a growing number of premier rental facilities through its
Parks and Recreation Department that offer
exciting, reasonably-priced venues for all social occasions.
With a capacity of 200 guests, the Kenner
City Park Pavilion, 3800 Loyola Drive, provides
a scenic environment for weddings, receptions
and birthday parties. The rental fee is $125 per
hour with a two hour minimum and a deposit
of $110, which includes a $100 refundable
damage deposit. One hour before and after the
event for set-up and break-down is included in
all rentals. Additional set-up time is available
for $50 per hour with a two hours maximum.
Kenner’s Heritage Hall, located at 303
Williams Boulevard, is an appropriate setting

for reception and parties of all kinds. With a
standing room capacity of 200 and a seated
capacity of 120, Heritage Hall rents for $400
for three hours and $100 per additional hour. A
deposit of $150 and a $100 refundable damage
deposit is requested. One hour of set up and
page 17

4th of July Fireworks
9 p.m. on Thursday, July 4th
Sponsored by Treasure Chest Casino & City of Kenner

6/23/13 8:36 PM
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Kenner Planetarium & MEgadome Cinema

LATE NITE LASER

AND

Every Friday in July

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

July 5 H 9:00 PM
Laser Metallica is the ultimate heavy metal
laser light show. Featuring tracks from
the band’s Master of Puppets and Black
albums, Laser Metallica packs a hard hitting
punch! Songs include: For Whom the Bell
Tolls, Fuel, One, Nothing Else Matters, and
Enter Sandman among many others.

Hubble vision

Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes
View the wonders of the universe as never before in this visually stunning and in-depth planetarium
show! Hubble Vision brings into focus the vastness of outer space by detailing the discoveries made by
the Hubble Space Telescope. See glorious images of planets, nebulae, star clusters, galaxies, and more.
You’ll never be so close to objects so far away again!

Running TiMe: 52 MinuTeS

Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.
Running time: 40 minutes

Narrated By Meryl Streep, HURRICANE ON THE BAYOU carries
audiences on a journey deep into the soulstirring heart of
Louisiana - before, during and after the unprecedented
devastation of Hurricane Katrina. HURRICANE ON THE BAYOU
follows a group of four musicians, both legendary and rising, as they uncover the electrifying culture
of New Orleans; explore the beautiful, alligator filled bayous on airboats; recount their personal stories
of Katrina; and most of all, bring the focus to the rapidly disappearing wetlands that are New Orleans’
first line of defense against deadly storms.

Featuring some of the most popular
Led Zeppelin songs ever released, Laser
Zeppelin will satisfy even the most
die‐hard of fans! The playlist includes: Song
Remains the Same, Immigrant Song, Whole
Lotta Love, and Stairway to Heaven
among many others.
Running TiMe: 50 MinuTeS

Pink Floyd’s Dark
Side of the Moon

July 26 H 9:00 PM
July 19 H 9:00 PM

LASER COUNTRY

Saturdays – 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes

Calling all cowboys (and girls)! The Wild West comes alive in this visually stunning animated laser light
show! Featuring some of country music’s most popular new artists as well as some all time favorites,
Laser Country is sure to please audiences of all ages and musical tastes! Featured artists include Garth
Brooks, Johnny Cash, Patsy Cline, Carrie Underwood, and Rascal Flatts…among many others!

On Tuesday through Friday by appointment only, 10 or more people
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
General Public - Saturdays Only H Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show H Children/Seniors, $5 per show H Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

experience the album that defined the sound
of British rock band Pink Floyd. Released in
1973, Dark Side of the Moon explores the
gamut of life experiences from birth to death.
This laser show brings these intense themes to
life through stunning color and imagery. Among
the many tracks featured are Money, Us and
Them, Time, and Brain Damage/Eclipse.

Stunning imagery and mind bending symbolism mark Pink Floyd’s groundbreaking 1979
album. Featured in this remarkable laser
light show are all of the album’s 15 tracks.
Among them are: In the Flesh, Goodbye Blue
Sky, Comfortably Numb, and Another Brick
in the Wall.
Running TiMe: 52 MinuTeS

Running TiMe: 50 MinuTeS
The Kenner Planetarium and Megadome Cinema is located at 2020 Fourth Street in Kenner’s Rivertown.
For more information, call 504‐468‐7231 or visit www.kenner.la.us
Box Office opens at 8:30 PM for all late night shows!
TiCKeTS ARe $5 PeR PeRSOn PeR ShOw!
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July 12 H 9:00 PM

6/23/13 6:32 AM

6/23/13 6:32 AM

Fresh fruits, vegetables, eggs, and pastries for sale!
Homemade jams and jellies!
Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!

1st & 3rd Saturday every month • 8AM-NOON

Free parking and admission
400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

To become a vendor or for more information
call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211
visit www.kenner.la.us
0713_KS_Farmers Market_1-4.indd 1
0713_KennerFP.indd 1
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©2013 Ochsner Health System

Now offering extended hours and
same day/next day appointments.

Connecting to an Ochsner Kenner primary care physician has never been easier.
Call 504-443-9500 to schedule an appointment today or visit ochsner.org/kenner.
Same Day/Next Day Appointments Available.
MONDAY - THURSDAY 7am- 6pm
FRIDAY 8am -5pm

Convenient Primary Care Locations in Kenner!
Ochsner Health Center – Kenner
200 W. Esplanade Ave., Ste. 210
Ochsner Health Center – Driftwood
2120 Driftwood Blvd. (at Williams Blvd.)

TM

Kenner

Locations such as:
Abita Springs, Algiers, Baton Rouge, Belle Chasse, Covington, Cut Off, Denham Springs, Elmwood, Gretna, Hammond, Kenner, Lakeview,
Lockport, Luling, Mandeville, Marrero, Metairie, New Orleans, Prairieville, Raceland, Slidell.
PB_0049_Kenner Star AD for January.indd 1
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Stop by and try our

FOAM BRUSH
AUTOMATIC
CAR WASH

$

2 OFF

any car wash
use code 2260
us
60

We’re your boilinG headquarters!
Potatoes, Corn, Garlic
TOP OFF
YOUR TANK

PROPANE
SOLD BY
THE GALLON

20 pack

Longnecks
bottles
Miller Lite
Bud

Bud Lite
Coors Lite

2151 Williams Blvd.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm
0713_Raw_IceHouse.indd

1
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cajunland

5.99
24 pack 12 oz cans

Miller Lite
Bud

SUITCASE
Bud Lite
Coors Lite

469-3503
theicehousekenner.com

6/17/13

9:55 PM

6/23/13 6:40 AM

5/25/12 7:44 PM

6/23/13 8:36 PM
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from The Editor

Here’s some really good news: Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy is
bringing people back to Kenner
By Allan Katz

For those of us
who have followed it
from the initial efforts
to bring it to Kenner,
the opening of the doors of the Kenner Discovery Health
Sciences Academy charter school this August will be a
blockbuster.
In its first year, the school will offer pre-kindergarten, first through third grade, and fifth and sixth grades,
and down the road this is going to be a charter school
equal to the very best of them, including the nationallyranked ones.
It appeared there were no guarantees that Kenner
was going to get a school of national caliber. Indeed, a
previous political-civic effort to bring Holy Cross High
School from New Orleans to Kenner had fallen short. But
this time, Kenner was not to be denied and everyone who
contributed to the effort to bring the Kenner Discovery
Health Sciences Academy to the city has every right to
be proud and should be applauded. Positioning a charter
school in Kenner was one of the many recommendations
of Mayor Michael S. Yenni’s economic development com-
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our community and help produce future citizens who will
take a proactive role in living healthy physical, medical,
mental and environmental lifestyles. The city of Kenner
is extremely fortunate to have been chosen as the site for
this school. A positive is that Kenner residents are receiving preferential enrollment for 40 percent of the seats at
the academy and in our opening school year 70 percent
of our students are Kenner residents. We expected the
academy to attract many of the state’s top students. In
fact, I have received phone calls from many former Kenner residents, some who had moved to the North Shore,
the River Parishes and even as far away as Houston, who
tell me they are moving back to Kenner because of our
academy. These parents will undoubtedly be looking for
homes in Kenner which should prove to be a real economic boost to the city.” Glaser said currently there are
120 students on the academy’s wait list.
Many realtors in the city agree that the school
will increase home sales in Kenner and I think they are
absolutely correct. They feel that a beautiful campus
of a nationally-ranked school can really make a real
economic difference in a community when parents are
looking for great schools. One needs only to visit the Holy
Cross campus in Gentilly in New Orleans to see how an

architecturally-significant development can lead to other
investments.
The truth is the Kenner Discovery Health Sciences
Academy is not only Kenner’s investment in first-class
education for really smart kids, but it is also part of the
strategy of Mayor Yenni, his economic development committee and the city council to assure that the city moves
forward by making Kenner more attractive to young
families.
There are other things in the works that will help,
of course. Mayor Yenni’s $29 million beautification, corridor redevelopment and structure improvement plan
has begun. The Paths to Progress program is improving
major streets all over Kenner. New Orleans Mayor Mitch
Landrieu’s plans for a billion dollar terminal at Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport are important to Kenner’s economy, too.
But the Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy is a really big deal. So let’s give a loud cheer for the
KDHSA charter school. It’s going to be a phenomenal addition to the city of Kenner.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.
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voter households in Kenner, numbering almost 20,000
households. An additional 2,000 copies are also distributed
each month in high traffic locations in Kenner.
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mittee to revive the city and was unanimously approved
by the city council. Kenner resident and local businessman Henry Shane, an economic development committee
member and enthusiastic proponent, was correct from
day one when he said this charter school was going to be
a major catalyst in reviving the city of Kenner.
KDHSA is going to be one of the state and the region’s best schools preparing students for careers in the
health sciences. In its first year, which starts August 15,
the school will have 396 students but when the school
is in senior high school mode it will have more than
1,200 students and every seat should be among the most
sought in Louisiana. The school will initially open on site
of the former Jefferson Parish Public School, Joseph S.
Maggiore Elementary School, on Maine Avenue in Kenner. Once moved to its proposed permanent facility, on
property near Vintage and Loyola Drives where the elementary school and high school will be built on the same
land, pre-K and K through twelfth grade will be offered.
Patty Glaser, one of Louisiana’s top-ranked educators, founding head of KDHSA and who will serve as
the chief executive officer of the academy, says, “KDHSA
wants to ‘home grow’ future health care professionals for

Crime and punishment challenges for New Orleans
By Jeff Crouere
The past several
weeks have been particularly violent in New
Orleans. A criminal
court judge was carjacked; a couple was brutally assaulted in the heart of
the Central Business District. And, of course, there was
another shootout on the interstate. It marks the third
time in the last few weeks there has been a gun battle
on the congested roadway. If a commuter can make it
to his car unharmed, then drive safely to the parking
garage and finally be able to walk to work unmolested,
it is a major accomplishment in the city of New Orleans.
The city is still recovering from the brutal Mother’s Day second line parade shooting, in which 20 innocent people were shot. It was just another vicious
assault in a city that specializes in horrific crime news.
The beat goes on in the “Murder Capital” as the
natives are too accustomed to such carnage to become
continually outraged; however, negative national publicity will eventually start to interrupt the city’s brisk
tourism business.
There are multi-faceted reasons for the crime
epidemic. Long-term answers involve restoring the
family unit, breaking the cycle of poverty and fixing a
broken public school system. In the short term, citizens need to take action to fix a dysfunctional criminal
justice system which features dangerously liberal judges, overworked prosecutors and understaffed police.
A police department that recently boasted 1,700
officers now includes only 1,200 officers. As approximately 120 officers leave each year, the number of new
recruits is slim to none.
New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu says that it
will cost $65 million to recruit and train another 300
officers. It would be wise to cut other areas of government and find these funds for it will be money well

spent. There is nothing more important than public
safety for the mayor to focus on; it is the most critical
duty of any city leader.
While the police department hemorrhages, murders continue to accumulate in New Orleans. According to Irv Magri, president of the victim assistance
organization, Crime Fighters of Louisiana, there have
been approximately 5,000 murders in New Orleans in
the last 20 years. Of those 5,000 murders, there has not
been one case of true justice, for none of the killers
have been executed.
Capital punishment is legal in Louisiana, but
practically non-existent in New Orleans. The last person sentenced to death in New Orleans was Michael
Anderson, convicted of killing five people in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. However, it was eventually overturned and Anderson was sentenced to life
in prison. Thus, there has not been a successful death
penalty conviction in New Orleans since 1997.
In almost every situation, juries in Orleans Parish refuse to render a verdict of capital punishment.
In the case of the rare few who have been sentenced
to death, there are endless appeals on death row. For
example, vicious cop killers Antoinette Frank and Len
Davis have spent almost two decades awaiting their
just punishment. Other inmates on death row in Louisiana do not fear imminent execution; incredibly, their
biggest concern is a lack of air conditioning. Amazingly,
three murderers on death row at the state penitentiary
in Angola have filed suit in federal court complaining
about “extreme conditions.” Instead of fixing the air
conditioning, state officials should aggressively move
court proceedings forward and attempt to schedule
execution dates for these hardened killers.
Capital punishment is just punishment for those
who are convicted of first degree murder. If regularly
implemented, it would serve as a deterrent to poten-

tial murderers. Criminals would know there are consequences for their crimes. In addition, executions
would save taxpayers millions of dollars as the housing,
food, clothing and other expenses for murderers to sit
on death row year after year would not be incurred.
Sadly, the besieged people of New Orleans
should not expect any changes any time soon. As evidence, we just need to examine the case of Don and
Antoine Brooks, two brothers convicted of killing three
people. In March, federal prosecutors decided not to
seek the death penalty for these murderers. Maybe
federal prosecutors realized the challenges of convincing an Orleans Parish jury to sentence any murderer to
death. It must be quite clear to Orleans Parish District
Attorney Leon Cannizzaro, who has been unsuccessful
in sending any murderers to death via lethal injection,
the only method allowed in Louisiana.
Capital punishment is legal in the state of Louisiana, but only 28 people have been executed since it
was reinstated in 1976. Despite thousands of murders
throughout Louisiana during Governor Bobby Jindal’s
first five years in office, only one person has been executed in that time period.
It is one very obvious reason why crime remains
such a major problem not only in New Orleans, but
also in the entire state of Louisiana.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and
at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS television station
WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until
11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 990
AM in New Orleans and the north shore. Crouere
is a political analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit
Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or
email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Working smarter: Resourcefulness and continued cuts keys to staying afloat
as city faces another tough budget year
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor
We have just
emerged from another grueling budget
season, and I am proud to say that I have submitted a balanced budget for the third year in a row.
However, I must also be honest and tell you that I
have some serious concerns as I look toward the
future for Kenner.
The source of my uneasiness is the state of
Kenner’s finances. While revenues are up ever-soslightly in this year’s $58.4 million budget, increasing costs in areas such as pension and day-to-day
operations have meant we were forced once again
to find a way to cover a deficit – this year it was
more than $2 million.
Since I have been mayor, we have taken from
three areas to balance the budget: the “rainy day”
surplus fund, the capital projects fund and the individual budgets for each of the city’s departments.
Many cities our size would be envious to have
anything close to the $7.1 million we are projecting to have in our “rainy day” fund. But the fund is
down about $5.5 million since 2007 because of the
tough economy that every city has been battling.
With another $1 million in Hurricane Isaac cleanup
still to be paid for, the fund is expected to shrink
to approximately 10 percent of the overall budget.
While financial experts say that’s still a sufficient amount, it’s a figure we do not want to drop
below.

Our department heads and employees know
only too well that after five straight years of cuts
in virtually every department but police and fire –
which are making due with virtually no increases
despite fewer employees, aging equipment and
other needs – the cupboard is almost completely
bare. In order to balance the budget for this fiscal
year, which begins July 1, we eliminated six positions that became vacant as part of a total of about
$550,000 in department cuts.
In the last five years under my direction, the
first two as CAO and the last three as mayor, I have
eliminated 135 positions for a total of $8.5 million in
overall budget cuts. Our employees have reacted by
working harder and smarter so that we’ve been able
to maintain the level of services that residents expect. We’ve also utilized advancements in technology to do more, where possible, with fewer workers.
I am extremely proud of the sacrifices that
everyone has endured. But after five years of
scrubbing the budget it is clear there is no longer
any “fat” to cut or extra money to take out of the
“rainy day” fund without potentially affecting our
bond rating.
Imagine standing in a swimming pool in which
the water slowly gets higher and higher. The water
represents all of the costs to run the city of Kenner.
We’re now on our toes in order to stay just above the
water level. But at some point, perhaps very soon,
that water level is going to get too high and the only

YOU COULD
WIN A
SHARE OF
$110,000
CASH!
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
JULY 5 - SEPTEMBER 28
12PM TO 2AM
MULTIPLE WINNERS
EACH DAY!

NEW ROYAL REWARDS MEMBERS;

CUT THIS COUPON AND BRING IN TO THE FAIR GROUNDS OTB & CASINO
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN UP TO $250 IN CASH INSTANTLY.
NAME: ____________________________________ DATE: ________________

NEW MEMBERS CAN WIN UP TO

$250 IN CASH INSTANTLY!
Must be a new Royal Rewards member to participate. Twin Spires members not eligible. Offer voided if not scratched off in the presence of OTB Casino
representative. Must be at least 21 years of age. Management reserves all rights to alter or cancel this promotion at any time. Must show proof of a valid
government issued photo I.D. See official rules for details.
Kenner Star

CHALMETTE · ELMWOOD · GRETNA · HOUMA · KENNER
LAPLACE · BOUTTE · METAIRIE · THIBODAUX · WESTWEGO
$110,000 Rolling in the Dough not valid at Boutte and Thibodaux locations. Must be a new Royal Rewards member to participate. Twin Spires members not eligible. Offer
voided if not scratched off in the presence of OTB Casino representative. Must be at least 21 years of age. Management reserves all rights to alter or cancel this promotion at
any time. Must show proof of a valid government issued photo I.D. See official rules for details.
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answer is to cut services and programs that people
need and rely on.
Ironically, even as we are raiding our capital
project fund to balance the budget – $800,000 this
year and $325,000 the year before – it may not look
like Kenner is a cash-strapped city in the next year
or so. That’s because of the Paths to Progress program that will improve major streets throughout
Kenner damaged by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita at
no cost to the city. In addition, our recent refinancing of a bond issue will free up more than $29 million in corridor redevelopment and improvement
projects throughout the city in the next few years.
And of course, the two low-interest loans from the
state, combined with a sewerage bond issue, have
made it possible to do the needed repairs to our
sewerage system. All totaled, my administration
has funded $130 to $140 million in capital projects,
despite the sagging economy.
All of these projects are crucial for the future
of Kenner and our ability to attract new businesses

and families to the city. But don’t confuse these onetime sources of money as an indication that Kenner
isn’t in the middle of a very serious budget crunch.
When I proposed property tax increases more
than two years ago to upgrade the police and fire
departments and to make the city less reliant on
unpredictable sales tax collections, I was merely
offering residents the chance to choose the type of
city they want to live in.
I can govern this great city no matter what
the budget dictates, as we have proven in the past.
But as we get closer and closer to that point where
further cuts will have much more serious ramifications, I think about the importance of transparency in government. So I want everyone to know
that any budget cuts necessary a year from now
will require some of the most difficult decisions
we’ve ever had to make in Kenner.
Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240
or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Summer safety tips for your
children
By Steve Caraway – Kenner Police Chief
School is out
for the summer and
the long break that
our kids have been anxiously awaiting is finally
here. Much of their time during these next few
months will be spent outdoors and with friends.
It’s imperative that you with whom and where your
children are at all times in order to ensure their
safety. Listed below are some safety tips to keep in
mind and share with your family, not only during
the summer months, but year-round.
Young children: Make sure to ask questions
and check the background of anyone you hire to
supervise your kids. Teach your children to seek
out a police officer or security guard if they get
separated from you and make sure your child
knows your full name and phone number in the
event they get lost. It’s a good idea to speak to
your children at a young age about the importance of staying away from strangers. You should
also speak to them about the difference between
appropriate and inappropriate adult interaction
and tell them to seek out you or another trusted
adult should someone hurt them or attempt to
hurt them in any way.
Older children: If your children are old
enough to stay home alone, instruct them to keep
the doors locked at all times. Give them rules for
answering or not answering the phone and door
when they are alone. Do not allow them to go off
alone without the supervision of a trusted adult.
It’s also important to talk with them about emergencies and instruct them on what to do and who
to call should one occur. Post a list of emergency
and trusted adults’ numbers in an easy to find location. Also, set some ground rules for home alone
behavior concerning television and Internet use
and having friends over.

Teenagers: Require your kids to tell you
where, when and with whom they are going. Require them to check in with you at certain times of
the day or call them yourself to monitor their activities. Constantly remind your teenager to call before he or she returns home for the evening so you
will know an approximate arrival time. Encouraging your child to get involved in sports, dance or a
volunteer group is a great way to keep them out
of trouble. The busier your child is the less likely
he or she is to get involved with drugs or alcohol.
The best way to ensure the safety of your child is to
be observant and a good listener. Get to know your
children’s friends, learn about their activities and
spend time talking with them every day.
Pool Safety: Tell your kids to stay away from
pools, canals and lakes, unless they’re under adult
supervision. Never leave your child alone in or near
a pool. If your child does not know how to swim,
consider signing your child up for swimming lessons even if you don’t own a pool. If you own a pool,
keep toys away from the pool when not in use, so
as to stop children from reaching for the toys and
possibly falling in. Also, make sure to store poolcleaning chemicals in a securely locked area.
Again, I encourage you to share these tips
with your family. Putting safety first is the key to an
enjoyable summer. On behalf of the Kenner Police
Department, I wish you and your family a safe and
fun-filled summer.
Kenner Police Chief Caraway can be
reached by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit
the Kenner Police Department website at
www.kennerpd.com.
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Government
Stellar plans for Kenner’s
Planetarium and Megadome
Cinema

Dr. James A. Crouch
is pleased to welcome

Dr. Nicole Russo
to his practice of

Family Dentistry

By Ken Marroccoli - Kenner Parks and Recreation Director
As temperatures
continue to rise this
summer, so does the excitement around a highly
anticipated project in the city of Kenner’s Parks
and Recreation Department. Just two short years
after welcoming the Kenner Planetarium and
Megadome Cinema into the department, I am
proud to announce a much needed upgrade to the
equipment in this facility. It is hard to believe that
a facility considered “state-of-the art” less than
ten years ago is already in need of an overhaul, but
such is the case. In a world where new cell phones
and faster computer processors debut nearly every
month, sadly “cutting edge” does not remain so for
long. What may have dazzled audiences in years
past falls a little flat by today’s standards. So, in an
effort to endure an ever growing hi-tech and highly
competitive atmosphere, the Kenner Planetarium
and Megadome Cinema is in the final stages of installing a new spherical mirror digital projection
system in its 118-seat theater.
Completed in late 2004, the Kenner Planetarium was one of the last planetariums constructed to
incorporate traditional 35 millimeter slide projectors into their repertoire of equipment. Since that
time, the industry trend has decisively moved toward digital media. The film and mechanical slide
projectors currently in use at Kenner’s facility are
essentially a dead technology and continue to impede progress. Aside from the lack of programming
options available for antiquated equipment, the
burden of components wearing out over time comes
into play. Pieces of equipment often cannot be repaired since the technology is no longer supported,
parts are unavailable and service centers are scarce
at best. Needless to say, the necessity of upgrading
to a new digital system is clear and the benefits to
doing so are far reaching.
After much research and demonstrations by
several competing companies, the city of Kenner
was most impressed by the Newtonian-2 Spherical Mirror Projection System distributed through
Audio Visual Imagineering and Discovery Dome’s
E-Planetarium. Essentially, a high resolution DLP
video projector bounces an image off a curved mirror and onto the theater’s 50-foot domed screen.
The picture projected will now be a “full dome” image covering the entire screen surface from horizon
to horizon. Gone are presentations that only cover
the front half or that display static slide images on
the left, right or center portion of the dome. The
Newtonian-2 Spherical Mirror system offers a much
more dynamic and immersive experience. Vivid colors, movement and non-stop action surround the
viewer and evoke feelings of a thrill ride rather than
a dull narrative. It is the ultimate in educational yet
entertaining experiences.
Furthermore, the availability of programming
for this digital system is extensive. The library of
shows already numbers into the hundreds and

continues to grow each year. Also growing is the
number of companies that create and distribute
full-dome video content. The industry standard is
now digital media, so as a new show is created by
any one of these distributors, it will certainly be
compatible with this new system.
The wealth of content and choice associated
with this system will benefit the facility by creating
a larger “repeat” customer base as well. Currently,
programs in the Kenner Planetarium and Megadome Cinema change at a slow pace because of the
outdated equipment and lack of show options. But,
as our own library of full-dome shows builds, so will
our ability to change the schedule much more frequently. This is sure to be appreciated not only by
the general public but even more so by the schools
that schedule field trips to the facility each year.
While a show on the planets might reinforce a chapter in earth science one month, another show on
molecules might enhance a lesson on physical science the next. The goal is to eliminate yearly field
trips and to cultivate quarterly or even monthly visits by the same group.
The benefits of upgrading to the Newtonian-2
System are immeasurable and the Kenner Parks
and Recreation Department is so thankful to the
Community Development Department for helping
to secure the funds to purchase this system. Pairing this new system with existing elements in the
planetarium, like the Zeiss Starmaster planetarium
projector (which still projects the clearest and most
detailed star field around), will offer visitors a truly
out-of-this-world experience. Installation of the
new equipment is slated for July and new programs
should premiere in August, just in time for the
start of a new school year. We can all look forward
to a stellar future for the Kenner Planetarium and
Megadome Cinema.
In the meantime, however, visitors are invited
to attend a special presentation of laser shows
throughout the month of July. Back by popular demand are the “late nite” laser shows. A different
rock show will be featured every Friday evening
in July at 9:00 p.m. The schedule includes “Laser Metallica” on July 5, “Laser Zeppelin” on July
12, “Pink Floyd’s Dark Side of the Moon” on July
19, and “Pink Floyd’s The Wall” on July 26. These
shows are proven favorites and are always very well
attended. Tickets may be purchased at the Planetarium Box Office located at 2020 Fourth Street
in Kenner’s Rivertown. The box office will open at
8:30 p.m. each Friday evening in July. Admission
is $5 per person per show. Come early to get your
best seat. For more information on the Kenner
Planetarium and Megadome Cinema call 468-7231
or visit www.kenner.la.us.
Kenner Parks and Recreation Director
Ken Marroccoli can be reached at 468-7211
or recreation@kenner.la.us.
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Now In Stock Over 60
Late Model Luxury Vehicles
Mercedes Benz • BMW • Infiniti • Lexus
Cadillac • Lincoln • Jaguar • Volvo
Special of the Week
2006 MercedeS BeNz cLK 350
82K Miles, 2 Owners,
Flawless car and Flawless carfax report.

$14,990

Kenner Star Past Editions
www.kennerstar.com
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Call for your appointment and receive a

the pain of achy joints & feet,
stiff neck & sinus pain with a
therapeutic BODY MASSAGE

FREE 30 minute massage
with this coupon

When booking a 30 minute massage
(60 minutes for the price of 30 minutes)
Offer Expires August 17 ,2013

Hair
Hair Styles
Styles Unlimited
Unlimited
Salon
Salon &
& Spa
Spa
3635
3635 Florida
Florida Ave
Ave
Kenner,
Kenner, LA
LA
504
504 464
464 5949
5949

Just relax and let our
Nationally Certified, Licensed Massage Therapist
soothe away stress and pain, leaving you relaxed &
experiencing a deep sense of well being.

We also offer a complete regimen of therapeutic
massages at the rate of $100 per minute

Specializing in hair restoration,
extensions, and alternative hair.
Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977
www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com

Join Us For An Event.
We Invite Your Membership.

The Kenner Professional
Business Association’s
JULY LUNCHEON
Tuesday, July 16
Speaker:

Jefferson Parish President
JOHN YOUNg
reservations@kpba.biz

Cooking 103 Fundraiser
Tickets available!
Sat., July 27

E-mail reservations@kpba.biz to make
luncheon reservations
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. Meeting at 12:00

Chateau golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner

0713_KPBA.indd 1

Automotive
Is your car’s air conditioning
keeping you as cool as it
should?
By Scott Zimmerman
Do you hear loud
noises under the hood
when you turn on your air conditioner? Do you only get
cool air sporadically? Are you not cool enough? If so,
and you want to survive in our climate, you need to get
your car’s air conditioner checked. Most of us usually
take our car’s air conditioner for granted. We get in our
car, push buttons and expect cool, dry, clean air. But a
vehicle’s air conditioning system needs attention from
time to time to help it keep its cool.
Most of the time when we find out we have an air
conditioning problem we get alarmed because a vehicle’s air conditioning system is fairly complex. A/C units
have a lot of parts and when broken, it is sometimes
expensive to repair, but the alternative is not nice.
What can we do to prevent air conditioning
breakdowns?
The most common cause of air conditioning failure is leaks. Water and air can leak into the A/C system and it doesn’t work as well with air in it. Water
can also cause rust that leads to damage of some A/C
components. Refrigerant, the stuff that makes the air
cold, can leak out, reducing the efficiency of the system, thus making it work harder to cool the air. If you
periodically evacuate the air conditioning system and
recharge it, the proper amount of clean refrigerant
will stay in the system to cool better and last longer.
It is a good idea to run the air conditioner regularly throughout the year so that it lubricates itself

and keeps the seals from drying out, which could
lead to leaks. The owner’s manual should have recommendations for how often to have your air conditioner serviced. But, if it’s not working right it needs
to be checked. Most service centers can inspect and
test your air conditioning and offer evacuation and
recharge services, which is recommended. A quick
inspection can help you avoid having to bring your air
conditioner in for major repairs or prevent you from
driving around without A/C during our very hot summers in the New Orleans area.
Because of new environmental laws, the manufacturing of Freon, a refrigerant that was common in
cars made before 1993, has been stopped. There is a
very limited supply of Freon and the price is very steep.
Because of that, if you have an older vehicle that uses
Freon, you may want to consider having it retrofitted to
use the new R134-A refrigerant because it will eventually pay for itself in the long run.
If your A/C is generating a lot of hot air, take it to
an automotive service center for an air condition service
inspection before you lose your cool.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire and
Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated fullservice tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is
www.scottystireauto.com.
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Dance classes for all ages

The 2014 Stingray convertible
By Doug Turner

TAP Mom & Tot
Lyrical Jazz Zumba
Pre-School
Adult Jazz & Tap
Floor Gymnastics
Youth Adult
Performing Company
Ballet Pointe
REGISTER FOR FALL
CLASSES:

Hip Hop

Saturdays, August 3rd, 10th & 17th
from 10:00am-3:00pm

What makes us the BEST choice?
call or visit our website

Wednesdays, August 7th, 14th & 21st
from 5:00pm-7:00pm
Dance Company Auditions
August 5th & 6th

Artistic Director, Debby Dillehay is Dance Master Certified
3745 Florida Ave. • Kenner, LA • (504) 468-3368

www.debbydillehaydance.com
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On March 5, 2013,
the totally redone Corvette was unveiled in Geneva. Since 1953 when
the first “Vette” was introduced and designed by Harley
Earl and named by Myron Scott (after a small maneuverable war ship called the “Corvette”) it has become
the sports car of choice by many all over the world.
As a young man I always dreamed of owning a
Corvette and in 1997 I bought my first, a “red” coupe
which I enjoyed driving for about a year or so until
while working at Best Chevrolet I spotted a 1998 Corvette convertible on the showroom floor that I just had
to have. It was a red convertible with a tan top and
tan leather, heads up display and all the equipment
offered that year. It was my favorite car that I have
owned in my lifetime. I bring all this up because now
at the age of 64 I think I’m ready to buy another one.
The 2014 Stingray has my blood pumping.
The 2014 Stingray boasts an estimated 450 horsepower and 450 lb.-ft. of torque. Ed Welburk, GM Vice
President of global design stated that “the Stingray is
the most international Corvette ever-in terms of design,
technology and performance...a worthy competitor to
any convertible sports car in the world.”
This new Vette convertible was designed from the
ground up to be the lightest weight Corvette convertible
ever built with the rigid aluminum space frame that is
57 percent stiffer and 45 kilograms lighter than its predecessor. The car is also fitted with advanced technology such as direct injection, active fuel management

and variable value timing to ensure peak performance.
Not to mention the drop dead good looks of this bad boy!
The top is specially designed to reduce “road
noise” with its three-ply design and rear glass window.
They have thought of everything to make the driving
experience second to none.
Having spoken to a local Chevrolet dealer the estimated MSRP price will be somewhere around $75,000
and the first shipment is expected by the end of the year.
So I’ll have to wait until then to drive this newest offering from Chevrolet. I think it will be worth the
wait, since the company that was founded way back in
1911 by racer Louis Chevrolet has always been a leader in innovation and technology. Stay tuned for more
info on this fantastic offering from General Motors and
someone might want to alert Chief Caraway and the
Kenner Police Department that the red blur someone
saw was just Deal’n Doug test driving the newest stock
race car in the land!
Doug Turner is president of Deal’n Doug’s Autoplex, which stocks all types of vehicles, cars, trucks,
SUVs and vans priced from $5,000 to $25,000, located
at 6900 Veterans Boulevard in Metairie. Turner, in the
automobile business for over 30 years and a fourteen
year member of the Better Business Bureau, was appointed in 2009 by Governor Bobby Jindal to the board
of the Louisiana Used Vehicle Commission, which licenses and oversees the used vehicle industry in Louisiana. Turner can be reached at 887-3131 or online at
doug@dealndougs.com.
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NEW PATIENT SPECIAL
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Maintaining control of your affairs
Coast Bank Logo.pdf
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A. Watts

No one likes to
lose control of their
affairs, however, as
we age or become
physically incapacitated, the reality of our physical
limitations becomes more apparent. We are powerless to stop this process. However, we do have the
power to anticipate these events and plan for the
future. You can gain some peace of mind knowing
that you have left your affairs to a trusted relative or
friend through a power of attorney.
The need for a medical power of attorney arises
when you are temporarily or permanently unable to
make decisions about your health and medical care.
This instrument permits your agent to give approval
for a wide range of medical procedures, such as
surgery, physical examinations, administration of
medications and anesthesia. Often a medical power
of attorney is combined with a living declaration or
living will. A living declaration or will is effective only
when you are in a “terminal and irreversible” condition certified by two physicians and when your death
will occur whether or not life-sustaining procedures
are utilized. This more limited and special power of
attorney is useful in those situations where you are
facing a long, indefinite period of time on “life support’ with no significant chance of recovery. A spouse,
relative or friend can, after consultation with appropriate medical personnel, make sure that your wishes are respected during this difficult time.
Another form of power of attorney or mandate
for which the law provides is the general procuration.
This power of attorney can be tailored to detail the
specific areas of authority over which a principal

wishes his agent to have control. It can be for an unlimited or limited period of time. Typically it is this
form of procuration that is used in financial matters.
It is important that such an instrument contain a
clause confirming that the power of attorney is “durable” in nature. This will insure that the agent will
continue to have authority to act even if the principal is temporarily unable to make decisions on his
own behalf.
One final word about powers of attorney. When
a principal dies, the power of attorney dies with him.
An agent’s authority to act on behalf of the principal
is terminated with the principal’s death. Upon death,
the legal authority to act on behalf of the deceased’s
estate transfers to his administrator or executor, dependent upon whether or not he has a will.
As part of your planning for the future, everyone should have a general procuration, a limited
medical power of attorney, a living will and a last
will and testament. These simple legal documents
are extremely useful tools that can be employed to
protect our loved ones from unnecessary stress and
confusion upon our incapacity or death.
Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana
State Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney for over 35 years. His office is located at 4200
S. I-10 Service Road, Suite 110, in Metairie. Estate
planning, wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and corporate, franchise and real estate
law are his primary areas of practice. Watts is also
the owner and manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can
be reached at 836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.

Community

CLEANING/X-RAYS/EXAM

New patients welcome.
Evening & weekend
appointments available.
Schedule an appointment at
LakesideDentalCare.com
or call (504) 833-3200.

Lost Your CooL?
FAMILY & SPECIALTY DENTISTRY
2400 Veterans Blvd / Suite 210 / Kenner, LA
(504) 833-3200

Dr. Cheng You

General Dentistry
Dr. Huiying Chen

General Dentistry
Dr. Ian J. Landesman

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

LakesideDentalCare.com

General Dentistry
All patients must be at least 18 years old (or accompanied by a parent/guardian) to receive any specials.
ADA#1110, 0210, 0150. This special only applies to patients with no dental insurance.

Lost
Your
CooL?
Lost Your CooL?
Let us help you and your car cool off!
Over 30 years of honest customer service
Professional technicians
Family owned and operated since 1976

Gulf Coast Bank hosts sixth annual community
auction and fundraiser, bidding during July
On August 1, 2013, Gulf Coast Bank will
launch its sixth annual month-long fundraiser,
“Auctions in August.” The auction first began in
2008 and benefits more than 300 charities with
the proceeds from more than a thousand items. In
2011, with the inclusion of a 1953 Corvette Stingray
donated by Oscar-winning actress Sandra Bullock,
the auction raised just over $186,000 for a variety of
local, regional and national charities, schools and
non-profits. The auction in 2012 featured a vintage
Chevy Bel Air and brought in nearly $90,000.
The list will continue to grow as the month of
August draws closer, with items often added in the
first weeks of the auction.
The idea for the auction began with Gulf Coast
President and Chief Executive Officer Guy Williams,
who thought that August would be ideal for a summertime auction to benefit many charities while giving
participants a chance to win some fun prizes. All of
Gulf Coast Bank’s 16 branches participate by displaying auction items during the entire month of August.
“It’s a silent auction that features hotel stays,
vacations, sports memorabilia, fishing trips and
collectibles,” explains Williams, “so please stop
by any of our Gulf Coast Bank branches to bid on
items being auctioned off that might appeal to you,
with the added benefit of your winning bid being
donated to a needy charity.”
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Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte,
Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

Transmission, A/C Service, Electronics,
Brake Systems, Tune-Ups,
Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End

Automatic Transmission, Inc. Dennis Automotive
2220 Airline Drive, Kenner • 466-1381



What is truly unique about the auction is that  
the donors of the prizes determine which charity will 
benefit from the sale of a particular item when it is
successfully auctioned. The charities themselves are
also able to get involved, too, as many charitable organizations put forth items to be auctioned off with the
proceeds going back to their organization.
In its first year, 2008, the auction raised
$50,000 for more than 100 local, regional and national charities and schools. Over the last six years,
the auction has grown to include more charities
and more diverse items.
Participants can bid on items online at www.
auctionsinaugust.com or by visiting any one of the
bank’s branches. While nearly all items are accessible 
via online bidding, people are encouraged to visit the 
different branches to view the items and help gener-
ate buzz and interest among the community. The auction is open to the public, including bank customers


and non-customers alike.
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Sports

LSU comes up empty in Omaha but future still bright
By Ken Trahan
After a terrific
regular season that
ended with LSU
being ranked number one in the nation, the LSU Tigers roared
back from the loser’s bracket to win the SEC
baseball tournament. LSU then raced to an
unbeaten 5-0 mark in the regional and Super
Regional rounds. The Tigers appeared poised
to win a seventh national championship. Then,
a funny thing happened on the way to the “Forum,” make that TD Ameritrade Park. LSU left
its bats at home.
Those bats must have missed the flight.
The ones that showed up in Omaha sure had a
lot of friendly fly balls in them.
It was truly surprising to see LSU go twoand-barbeque at the College World Series. How
could you have seen this coming? North Carolina knocked LSU out of the 2008 College World
Series and history repeated itself in 2013.
Regardless of who pitched or how well
they pitched for LSU, the Tigers had little or
no chance to win scoring just three runs in two
games. You can talk about the lousy bats and
the cavernous ballpark all you want but LSU
was its own worst enemy, hitting the ball in the
air way too frequently.
LSU had chances. You will not win stranding 13 runners in nine innings. You do not win
when you strand 20 base runners in two games.
The Tigers went 1-for-9 with runners in scoring

position against North Carolina.
The rust for Cody Glenn was palpable.
Glenn was brilliant over the final month of
the season for LSU, becoming the second best
starter on the squad but not pitching in 27 days
was too much to overcome. He simply was not
sharp. Obviously, he put himself and his teammates in that position by getting suspended
prior to the regional.
For Paul Mainieri, going with a left-hander
was the way to go against North Carolina because the Tar Heels are a predominantly lefthanded hitting team.
The strike zone of home plate umpire
Steve Mattingly was miniscule in the LSU-UNC
game. He squeezed both teams and it really
hurt Glenn early. On a 2-and-2 pitch to cleanup
hitter Brian Holbertson in the top of the first
inning, Glenn made a very good pitch that could
have been called strike three. Instead, Mattingly called it a ball and Holbertson crushed
the next pitch for a two-run home run to right
field, the first to that part of the TD Ameritrade
Park ever.
Later in the game, Mattingly was also
heard to be scolding and threatening Ty Ross
with ejection balls and strikes. Memo to Mattingly – you are not the show, you are not the
game, you are the integrity of the game. Act like
it. These teams earned their way to the College
World Series and deserved to be treated with
respect.

WANTED: NEW ASSOCIATES
We are looking for a few serious people to join our energetic and
progressive thinking company. You provide the energy and we will
provide everything you need to become a success in the real estate
industry. Call (504) 433-6464 for more information.

Williams Office
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It is unfortunate that Ryan Eades did not
get to pitch in the College World Series. A terrific young man who overcame a very serious injury deserved that opportunity but LSU simply
could not get to a third game to get him on the
bump. Here is hoping that Eades takes advantage of being picked high in the draft and has a
prosperous professional career.
Christian Ibarra went 0-for-22 to close his
season, including 0-for-7 in the College World
Series. The guy hit a lot of balls hard, squared
them good, but hit in bad luck. He is sure handed and has a very good arm at third base. The
fact that LSU has three hitters in prime positions hit the skids was too much to overcome.
Ibarra, Alex Bregman and Raph Rhymes all
went hitless in Omaha.
Rhymes stranded eight runners on base
against North Carolina and left 10 on base in
two games in the CWS for LSU and was a weak
fly ball waiting to happen in Omaha. Rhymes
was 0-for-9 in the two games. You had to feel
bad for Rhymes, a great story of a guy who was
rejected out of high school by LSU, went to LSUEunice and improved, then lived his dream of
becoming a Tiger and having two great seasons.
Bregman, perhaps the most outwardly confident player on the entire LSU squad, looked
like he had a bit of stage fright in Omaha. He
was shaky in the field and he was awful at the
plate, getting himself out constantly by swinging at pitches out of the zone, going 0-for-8 in
the CWS. For the first time all season long, he
looked like a freshman, which he is. The kid
had a fantastic season and was a primary reason for LSU reaching the College World Series.
Jacoby Jones, the hero of the Super Regional win over Oklahoma, went 1-for-7 with a
lot of fly ball outs.
Mason Katz finished off a tremendous
career with a great showing in Omaha. If he
chooses to play professional baseball, I would
not bet against him. I covered him in high
school at Jesuit and he could always hit. Being drafted by the St. Louis Cardinals (fourth
round) may entice him to continue playing the
game he loves.
Mark Laird was excellent, going 5-for-9 in
the CWS and making an outstanding running
catch against North Carolina.
Chris Cotton is another great story. He became an elite pitcher, a brilliant closer, despite
not having overpowering stuff. Cotton is an
inspiration to everyone who dreams of playing
the game. Do not ever let anyone tell you that
you cannot succeed.
Brett Bonvillain was at his best in the
postseason. His performance against ULL in
the regional and the way he picked up his team
against North Carolina were superb. Thibodaux
and Delgado should be proud.
Aaron Nola was fabulous all season long
and he returns to anchor the LSU pitching
staff in 2014. That is a heck of a place to start
a pitching staff.
College Baseball is growing and it is evening out. Seeing Indiana and Louisville emerge
to make the College World Series is good for
the game, providing hope for other fledgling
programs.
Is there any doubt that LSU baseball fans
are the best? LSU leads the nation in atten-

dance annually. Tiger fans took over Omaha,
dwarfing the support from the other seven
teams represented. They were incredibly vocal.
With the fan support, the SEC and the incredible facilities at Alex Box Stadium, it is hard for
any young man to say “no” to LSU, if offered a
scholarship.
The Tigers are back where they belong.
They had a record-setting season, winning more
games than any of their six national championship teams and got to the College World Series.
57-11 is nothing to sneeze at.
Looking ahead, LSU has outfielders Sean
McMullen, Mark Laird, Jared Foster, Andrew
Stevenson and Chris Sciambra all returning
in 2014. On the infield, Ibarra and Bregman
should be back, along with Tyler Moore. On
the mound, starters Nola and Glenn should return, along with relievers Nate Fury and Kurt
McCune. Hunter Newman could step into the
rotation.
Of the non-senior LSU players chosen in
the draft, Eades is likely to sign pro after being
chosen in the second round by Minnesota. The
same is true of Jacoby Jones, who went in the
third round to Pittsburgh. Nick Rumbelow went
to the New York Yankees in the seventh round
and Will LaMarche went to Detroit in the ninth
round. Catcher Ty Ross was a 12th-round draft
pick of the San Francisco Giants and Ibarra
went in the 32nd-round to the Pittsburgh Pirates. Of that group, Ibarra is most likely to return to LSU though nothing is a given.
Naturally, you win by recruiting. With
a very impressive group of signees for 2014,
LSU needs some luck in terms of getting a few
through without them signing professionally.
College baseball recruiting is tough. When you
chase the best, you then have to sweat out the
draft and those players signing professionally.
LSU has taken its fair share of hits over the past
several years, losing many top recruits to the
professional ranks.
While everyone will remember the sour
taste and ending to an otherwise brilliant season, the accomplishments of the season cannot
be forgotten. LSU won more SEC games than
any other team in school history. Mainieri has
guided LSU to three CWS appearances in seven
years, with one national title. Mainieri got his
Tigers to the World Series in 2008 and came
back and won it all in 2009. Perhaps LSU will
follow that script, learning through experience
and then returning to conquer a year from now.
It can happen.
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and is
president and general manager of www.
SportsNola.com. Trahan is the also the general manager and chairman of the board
of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the
Louisiana Superdome, and runs the Life
Resources Sports Ministry.
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Airport
Armstrong International Airport
soars in strong headwinds
By Iftikhar Ahmad - Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport Director of Aviation
A recent study
by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology International Center for Air Transportation
published in the Wall Street Journal has found
that airline mergers, a deep recession and surging fuel prices have led to sharp cuts in airline
service around the nation. During the period of
2007 to 2012, scheduled domestic flights have
been cut by 14 percent with the number of seats
dropping slightly less. These reductions in service are the result of the airlines eliminating
less-profitable routes. This has been particularly bad for 35 medium size airports that have
lost an average of 26.2 percent of their flights in
the five-year period, while the number of seats
declined simultaneously by 21 percent. Many
airlines have also replaced multiple flights of
small, 50-seat planes with one or two flights
using larger, 76-seat planes, the study noted.
Pushed by rising fuel prices, airlines are focused
on “capacity discipline:” flying fewer flights and
making sure the planes are full. I am happy to
report that here in New Orleans we are “flying”
in the opposite direction. In fact, New Orleans
is the only mid-size city that has gained service
in 2012 over 2007 and the increase is continuing.
In March, our total passenger activity was 8.2
percent greater than March 2012 with 842,954
passengers, the total airline passenger activity
for the year was 5.1 percent greater than year to
date 2012 with 2,231,415 passengers, the March
average daily departures were 10 percent greater than March 2012 with 137.3 departures and
the March daily carrier seats were 10.5 percent
greater than 2012 with 16,948 seats and eight
percent greater than other U.S. airports.
Gaining flights and more passengers was
not the only accomplishment of New Orleans in
the area of air service. Our fares have been consistently at the bottom of the third quartile of
the top 100 U.S. airports for some time. This fact
makes air travel to and from New Orleans more
affordable. A Bureau of Statistics fourth quarter 2012 average domestic fare study recently
released has ranked the New Orleans market
66th in low fares with 100 being the lowest. This
is made possible by the fact that the New Orleans market has attracted a number of low cost
carriers due to low operating costs; the newest
among them is Spirit Airlines with daily service to Dallas (DFW), whose unique operating
model is empowering their customers to save
money on air travel by offering ultra-low base
fares with a range of optional services for a fee.
Spirit’s low fare approach appears to be a key in
their high load factors and another reason we
continue to expand our market share.
When I joined the MSY team in May, 2010, I
was approached by a Southwest Airlines officer
with a request to help reduce their operating
expenses at Armstrong International by lower-

ing the Cost Per Enplanement (CPE). The CPE
is composed of all landing fees, airside usage
charges, fuel flowage fees, terminal rents and
other airline payments divided by enplaned passengers. We told him that our goal was to lower
the cost between $8 and $9. He said they would
be ecstatic if we could just bring it under $10.
Since that time, the New Orleans Aviation Board
(NOAB) and staff have taken the necessary steps
to decrease the CPE from a projected $16.31 in
2014 to under $8.41 today. Needless to say, Southwest Airlines, who happens to have over 35 percent of the passenger load at our airport, is very
pleased with the our efforts. They are so pleased
that they continue to add new non-stop destinations such as Key West this spring and Austin
this fall to their New Orleans lineup.
In other airport news, I am pleased to introduce the new chairwoman of the NOAB – Ms.
Cheryl Teamer. Ms. Teamer is the first woman to
serve in the chair position on the Aviation Board.
Ms. Teamer is a New Orleans native and was appointed to the board on January 19, 2012 by New
Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu. She was elected
by the other board members in the May NOAB
meeting and Mr. Doug Thornton was re-elected
to the position of vice-chairman. Aviation Board
members are appointed to five year terms and
serve without compensation. Ms. Teamer is an
attorney with more than twenty years of experience and is the founder of Teamer Strategy
Group, focusing on advocacy, business development, event coordination, government relations,
project management and strategic planning.
She is a civic leader that has dedicated a big
part of her life to helping our region. She replaces outgoing Chairman Nolan V. Rollins, who
accepted a position as the president and chief
executive officer of the Los Angeles Affiliate of
the National Urban League.
Finally, the NOAB and staff are working to
provide the best services and non-stop destinations our passengers want at Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport. We welcome
the opportunity to make your airport experience a pleasant one the year round as we continue trending upward in air service.
Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport may be reached at director@flymsy.
com. Check your local listings for the air time
of the Armstrong International Airport 30
minute television program, “Airport Alive”
or view it on the airport website, www.flymsy.
com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link on
the “News and Stats” page. You can now follow
the airport on facebook.com/MSYAirport and
twitter.com/NO_Airport. To find out how to be a
volunteer at the airport, click on “Ambassador”
on the airport’s website homepage.
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Two Great Locations In Kenner
Call Ahead for To Go Orders!

Try One of Our Healthy Salads!
Southwestern Chicken Salad…9.95

Grilled chicken, corn, salsa, black beans, cheddar cheese, cucumbers,
tomatoes & tortilla strips. Served with Southwest ranch dressing

Smoked Turkey Salad…8.50

Smoked turkey, baby Swiss, chopped walnuts and sliced apple.

Cobb Salad…9.25

Rows of grilled chicken, crumbled blue cheese, carrots, boiled egg,
cheddar jack cheese, bacon and smoked turkey.

Grilled Chicken Spinach Salad…8.25

Fresh spinach, grilled chicken, feta cheese, black olives, tomatoes and cucumbers.

Chef Salad…9.25

Grilled chicken, smoked ham, cheddar jack cheese,
boiled egg, fresh tomatoes, bacon and alfalfa sprouts.

All salads served on romaine lettuce with wheat crackers and your choice of dressing:
Raspberry, walnut, Caesar, lite ranch, honey mustard, fat free Italian, hot bacon,
blue cheese, balsamic basil vinaigrette. Extra dressing…50¢

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Everyday
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm
6:45 am - 10 pm
www.chateaucafe.com
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Health

Diving into pool safety: Tips for summer fun
By Jim House
cape the summer heat. While pool-related activities
can be an enjoyable event, it can also be very dangerous for infants and small children who lack the cognitive ability to discern the dangers of water. A baby or

Pool time is one
of the most popular
ways for families to es
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Do not sweep or blow grass clippings into storm drains.
Grass and debris prevents storm drains from adequately moving
water during rain events.
Periodically check and clear storm drains of any grass and
debris.
For assistance call the Jefferson Department of Drainage:

437-4940

Aveda’s new invati hair care line
for thicker, fuller hair!
At GeorGy’s Now!!

toddler can drown in less than an inch of water.
Constant supervision is essential. Children
should not be allowed to swim alone or without adult
supervision, no matter their level of swimming skills.
According to the Center for Disease Control, about
one in five people who die from drowning are children 14 and younger. For every child who dies from
drowning, another five receive emergency department care for nonfatal submersion injuries.
An adult should be within arm’s length of infants and toddlers in or around water. Always know
where your children are and never assume someone
else is watching them. Do not assume that protective
devices will prevent drowning. If your child is missing,
always check the pool first.
Adults supervising swimming children should
not be distracted by talking on the phone, reading,
socializing, cooking or other activities. Always having
access to a phone by the pool area for use in an emergency situation eliminates running into the house to
grab a call while children are swimming.
Every minute counts when there is a potential
drowning. In the event of a drowning, get the child
out of the water, send someone to call 911 and start
CPR. Two minutes following submersion, a child will
lose consciousness. Irreversible brain damage begins
to occur after four to six minutes. It is imperative to
seek emergency help if any of these instances occur.
Beware of pool drains, a hidden home hazard.
The suction from a pool drain can be strong enough
to hold even an adult underwater, pulling on the hair

or on the body and forming a seal that holds the body
down. Install anti-entrapment devices on pool drains.
Younger children, older than age one, may benefit from swimming lessons, but check with your doctor first. Parents who do not know how to swim or are
uncomfortable near the water should also enroll in
swim lessons.
Don’t put a baby less than six months old under the water. Although infants naturally hold their
breath under water, they continue to swallow.
Initiation of early CPR is very important. According to the American Heart Association, bystander resuscitation may have the greatest impact for outof hospital survival. If you are interested in learning
more about CPR, contact the Ochsner Community
Training Center at 842-6684.
For more information about OMC-Kenner,
visit www.ochsner.org/locations/kenner or call
468-8600.
Jim House, BSN, RN, CEN, is director of critical care at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, overseeing operations in the emergency department and
intensive care unit. House has served the Kenner
hospital in various staff and leadership roles since
1995. House, certified in emergency nursing, was
named one of Louisiana’s Great 100 Nurses in 2009
and is a member of the Emergency Nurses Association. For more information on the services and
physicians at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner call
464-8000.

Common foot injuries
By Craig Goodwin
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Injuries to the
foot are a very common occurrence both
in the lay and athletic
population. Foot injuries range from “turf” toe, plantar
fasciitis, Morton’s neuroma and fractures. The foot
should be protected at all times with shoes that help
support our arches and help disperse or cushion our
body weight. Walking in shoes that do not support the
arch area and are too tight in the toe box can cause
injuries to the foot.
“Turf” toe is an inflammation condition of the
joint between the first toe and foot. “Turf” toe gets its
name from sports that are played on artificial turf and
occurs when a player jams his toe into the turf causing inflammation in that joint. This joint can also be
affected by arthritis. With an arthritic condition, the
body will lay down more bone to try to protect itself
and we end up with what is called a bunion. As this
occurs, we get a greater deviation of the first toe into
what is called valgus or an inward position.
Plantar fasciitis is a condition of the undersurface of the foot that is very painful. The padding of the
foot is strained (torn) by a traumatic injury or overuse
injury without support. To help correct this problem, a
shoe with a good arch support is needed in addition to
an orthotic insert to help support the structures of the
foot, as well as maintaining good flexibility around the
foot and ankle areas. This helps take the stress off the
underlying tissue to allow it to heal. Also located in the
arch area are arch ligaments that attach to the heel
bone (calcaneus). This is the site where bone spurs
can develop. This condition usually occurs from tightness in the ligament structure of the arch and stress
placed upon its attachment. Again, orthotic inserts

help relieve the pressure and decrease the pain.
Morton’s neuroma is a large nerve located
between the third and forth toes that becomes
compressed and irritated. This condition is more
common in women than men, possibly because
women wear confining shoes more often. Flat feet
can cause the nerve to become inflamed, as well
as high heels and tight toe boxes on shoes. The
most common symptom is localized pain between
the third and forth toes that increases with weight
bearing and lessens when at rest. Treatment for a
Morton’s neuroma includes padding and/or taping
the area to disperse weight away from the neuroma
and support to the arch or managing this condition
with a custom-fitted orthotic will help.
Fractures that occur most commonly in the foot
are fractures of the toes or fracture of the base of the
fifth metacarpal which is known as a Jone’s fracture.
This fracture commonly occurs with a movement that
causes ankle sprains and is sometimes overlooked unless an X-ray is taken. Foot injuries are very common
and affect many of us in our daily routines. Keeping
our feet healthy will help keep our bodies healthy.
When you have a foot injury, your activity level will
drop affecting your ability to be active.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and
at two other locations in Metairie and on the West
Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical School
Department of Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Kenner
Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted
via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting
www.orthosportstherapy.com.
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Married money
By Guy Williams wealthy family and is used to spending whatMany people
think that “money
is the root of all evil.”
The real quote is from the Bible and reads
“For the love of money is the root of all kinds of
evil.” (1Timothy 6:10)
An equally true statement is that money,
whether too much or too little is the source of
many divorces and a lot of bitter fights between
married couples.
As bankers we get to talk to a lot of folks
about money. One of the things that we learn
quickly is that money has different meanings to
different people. It is more than just a way to
save or buy things. It has an emotional content
that varies from person to person.
The following are real life examples but the
names have been changed to protect privacy.
Bob and Sue are married but have vastly
different views about money. Bob grew up in a

ever he wants with little regard to costs. Sue
grew up poor and is used to counting every penny, sometimes twice. When Bob spends even a
little money in what she considers a wasteful
way, Sue gets very angry.
Too much money can also be a problem.
Elizabeth inherited a lot of money from her
parents. She now spends as she pleases. Rod
doesn’t understand but feels bad and begins to
resent his wife. We see the same thing with lottery winners. What starts as a happy day often
turns into a family feud and all too often ends
in divorce.
A related problem is deciding what comes
next. Adam wants to buy a new boat and Emma
wants a new master bedroom. Couples often
have a hard time deciding how to spend their
money and knowing what should come next. As
bankers we often hear both sides as couples argue about financial priorities.
Based upon our experience, we recommend that couples have an honest discussion

about what money means to each person. It
can be security, an indication of worth, a way to
ease stress or a means to an end. Once people
understand what money means to their spouse,
communication gets better.
After understanding what money means to
your spouse, it is important to communicate, negotiate and compromise. Part of this process is loving your spouse and resisting the urge to belittle or
criticize if you have different priorities.
Most happy marriages have a provision for an
amount of discretionary money that can be spent
with no discussion. Even a small amount of discretionary money can prevent big problems.
It is also important to separate needs from
wants. We want a lot more than we actually need.
Keeping this in perspective can reduce stress.
Planning together is a great thing for marital harmony. A joint sacrifice to achieve a goal
can bring a couple together. An unplanned and
undisguised major expenditure by one person
can really lead to problems. A family budget is
an essential part of an overall wealth manage-

ment plan. The budget will never work if only
one person lives by the plan.
Finally, resist the pressure to keep up with
the Joneses. You don’t have their priorities and
you will waste money trying to be something
that you are not. We often hear about expensive vacations and other purchases that were
motivated by envy not need. For goodness sake,
don’t let this happen to you.
As always, your local community banker
can be a good listener and help you understand
the many meanings that money can have in a
relationship.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust
Company. Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar,
branch manager, can be contacted at 565-3661.
Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website at
www.gulfbank.com.

Airport
New chair named for Aviation Board
The New Orleans Aviation Board elected
Cheryl Teamer as the chair at its monthly meeting in May. Teamer is the first female chair of
the Aviation Board and replaces outgoing Chair
Nolan V. Rollins, who accepted a position as the
seventh president and chief executive officer
of the Los Angeles affiliate of the National Urban League after leading the Urban League of
Greater New Orleans for the past five years.
Teamer, a New Orleans native, was appointed to the Aviation Board on January 19, 2012 by
New Orleans Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu. She is
an attorney with more than twenty years of experience and is the founder of Teamer Strategy
Group, focusing on advocacy, business development, event coordination, government relations,
project management and strategic planning.
Teamer is known for being a strong proponent of public service and is active in a variety
of civic and charitable organizations. She is a
member of the Louisiana State Bar Association
and currently serves on the board of directors
of the Greater New Orleans Foundation, the
Young Audiences Charter School Association
and Second Harvest Food Bank. Teamer has
served on a variety of boards during her career, including the Chamber of Commerce for
New Orleans and the River Region, Audubon
Institute, Louisiana Legislative Black Caucus
Foundation, Louisiana Cultural Economy Foundation, Young Audiences of Louisiana, Congressional Black Caucus Corporate Advisory Board,
Ursuline Academy Alumnae Association, Louisiana Mental Health Association, Louisiana Make
A Wish Foundation and First Grace Community
Alliance.
An active member of the New Orleans
Chapter of the Links, Incorporated, Teamer is
a sustaining member of the Junior League of
Greater New Orleans.
Doug Thornton will continue to serve as
vice-chairman of the Board.

Pre-Register for FREE TARPS
Cheryl Teamer, newly elected
Aviation Board Chair
Members of the Aviation Board are appointed to five year terms and serve without
compensation. Officers are elected annually by
their peers.
“I again want to thank Nolan Rollins for
his outstanding service on the Aviation Board,”
said Mayor Landrieu. “I congratulate Cheryl
Teamer on her election and am confident that
under her leadership, the board will continue
to improve upon the reforms and improvements made at the airport the last several years.
As chair, Ms. Teamer will also help guide the
development of our new airport terminal, one
of the most important projects for the future of
our region.”
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Real Estate

Questions homeowners need to ask before commencing construction
By Linda R. Martin
In the age of
HGTV, home and garden magazines, Pinterest and more, the
thought of remodeling
your home might be tempting. After all, there’s a lot
to love about redesigning, updating and maximizing
your space. Plus, whether you’re thinking of joining
the do-it-yourself crowd or prefer to let the professionals do the heavy lifting, any number of popular TV programs and encouraging articles make the job look like
a piece of cake. But before you start measuring walls

and making demolition plans, Dan Fritschen, founder
of www.remodelormove.com, encourages you to stop
for a moment and really consider what you are about
to jump in to do.
So, how can improvement-oriented homeowners
determine whether remodeling is a good idea or not?
Which are we more excited about: Hawaii or
hardwood floors? In the grand scheme of things, how
much joy will the remodel bring you? Would you be
happier with a trip and memories? Give some serious
thought as to whether you’d rather spend your time
and money on a vacation or on a new and improved

One Call Is all It takes!
Let us shop to find the best vaLue for the best price.
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Is your home ready for
hurricane season?

3409 WilliamS Blvd.
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potato & Leek Soup
By foodieforone.com

1/2 teaspoon thyme
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon ground white pepper
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
1 stalk leeks
1 skin-on bone-in chicken breast
1 link green onion sausage
1 tablespoon olive oil
2 tablespoons butter
1 lb. red potatoes
Try to find delicious leeks at your farmer’s market. Begin by chopping off the tough dark green part of
the leeks as well as the roots on the opposite end. Next cut them lengthwise and finally in half round
slivers about a 1/3 inch thick. Place in a colander and rinse for a couple minutes. Wash leeks very well
as they tend to trap dirt or sand in their tightly wound layers.
Heat a stock pot to medium heat and add a tablespoon of olive oil. Sear a chicken breast cut in two in
the preheated pan, skin side down. After three minutes flip and butter. As butter melts add chopped
leek and stir.
Cook leeks down for five minutes, add seasonings and six cups of water. Add peeled and quartered red
potatoes. Continue to cook for 20 minutes then remove the chicken. During this time bake the sausage
link at 400 degrees for 20 minutes. Allow chicken to cool for a few minutes then debone, discarding
the skin as well. Cut into chunks and return pieces to soup. Chop cooked sausage into bite sized
chunks and add to soup. Once potatoes are tender, gently mash in soup just to break them up a little
bit. This will slightly thicken the soup, but be sure to leave some chunks as well.
Your tasty leek soup is now ready for consumption. This recipe is very easily doubled and makes a
wonderful appetizer or main course meal.
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez.
Comments and questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com.
For detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.
0713_Recipe Corner.indd 1
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Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana,
can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently
owned and operated company. Visit the company
website at www.gardnerrealtors.com.
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Is our income secure? If you are unsure of your
income stream, spending on a remodeling project is
not a smart choice.
How long will we be in the house? If there is a
chance you may be moving soon, rule out remodeling
– It is a lot of work and in many cases the cost of updating might exceed the market value of the house after
completion.
Is this a good investment? As stated, in many
cases the remodeling costs might exceed the market
value of the house. Know that you might not make
money and be comfortable with that. Always make
sure you have an accurate perspective on when a remodel makes sense and when it doesn’t. The project
should not only improve your home but also your happiness and quality of life.

Home

Kevin Guffey

Since 1987

living space. Unless a specific renovation really is your
heart’s desire, you’d probably be better off traveling
than pouring money into an already-functional room.
Are we the Joneses? Before you hit the hardware
store, take a moment to consider whether or not you
are the Joneses. Is your home already the biggest or
nicest in the neighborhood? If so, the addition or remodel will end up being a lot of work that won’t significantly increase the home’s value.
Can we really afford this? Even on sticking-to-abudget renovation shows, the main emphasis is on the
work being done and not the financial decisions being
made. Remodeling usually costs a lot, often more than
you have budgeted. There are smart financially savvy
ways to remodel, using savings, a 203K mortgage or
refinancing. If you can’t pay the smart way, better to
wait a few years.
Is the finished product worth the stress and
mess? This is the real world, not a 30-minute TV show.
The decision making, expenses, the mess, the interruption in routine, all make remodeling a potential
nightmare. Carefully consider all aspects and the
stress that can be caused.

Each year, June 1
marks the start of hurricane season. Being prepared for a major storm should already be on your mind
if you live in our area. Now is the time to get prepared to
keep you ahead of the storm.
First, check with your insurance agent and
make sure you understand your policy coverage.
Make changes if required.
Load all of your flashlights with new batteries and
get an all-weather radio that runs on both AC power and
batteries. Make sure you have fresh batteries for all the
devices you own.
If you don’t already have one, put together a
first aid kit to be ready for accidents and burns. Electricity and water don’t mix, so be prepared for this
type of treatment.
These days, many of you have purchased a portable generator or have had a permanent unit installed.
Is it ready to run? Get fresh gas each year. Ground your
generator properly to ensure electrical safety. Perform
maintenance on the generator including changing the
oil and have extra oil on hand. Be sure that you have a
GFCI outlet connect or a GFCI protected extension cord
for use in these types of storms. Never run your generator indoors. Carbon dioxide gas emitted from a generator motor can kill those who breathe it.
Never connect the generator directly to the electrical panel. If you do, electricity can back-feed through
the power lines and injure or kill someone. You must
connect a portable generator to your home’s electrical
panel through a transfer switch. Make sure the generator is elevated to keep it dry in the event that heavy rains
cause flooding. Have a way to reach the generator if
flood waters threaten. Get a licensed electrician to install generator connections and transfer switches. When
the storm hits, it’ll be too late.
Turn off your AC unit if the power goes out. The surge
when Entergy gets the power back on can severely damage
your equipment, sometimes requiring replacement.

Conserve water. Fill bathtubs and sinks in anticipation of power outages. With the power out, you may
not have access to city water. Fill five gallon buckets to
flush toilets. Use this sparingly as it may be a long haul.
Make a list of outside items that should be picked
up and stored inside as the storm approaches. The items
in your yard and on the patios and porches must be secured to prevent them from becoming missiles causing
damage or injury. Also pick up debris, tree limbs or miscellaneous trash around the home.
Check any trees for dead limbs and remove them
now before the storm removes them for you and sends
them through your window or roof.
Check and clean gutters and downspouts. Also
check the storm drain inlets in the street near your
home and make sure that they are free of debris.
If you don’t have hurricane shutters for your
windows, consider going to the local “big box” home
improvement store now for plywood covers for your
windows. I can promise you that the line is shorter today
than three days before landfall.
Lastly, take new photographs of the exterior of
your home from all angles, including the roof, siding,
gutters and downspouts, landscaping and other items so
that you can easily show your adjuster the condition of
your home right before the storm.
Everyone’s storm preparation list will be different,
but this should get you started.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector and the president
of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned
consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection services.
Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.
net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.
criterium-dormady.com..
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Protect your boat during a hurricane
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By Marie M. Clesi
‘Hurricane season traditionally
runs from June to November, with August and September being the most
volatile months for these violent storms.
With the potential of high winds, storm surges, rising sea levels, increased tides and more than two or three inches of rainfall per hour, it’s
absolutely crucial to plan ahead. The National Hurricane Center can
help keep you up-to-date on any hurricane or tropical storm-related
weather events.
Once you’re confident that your family and home are secure, you can
turn your attention to making sure your boat is prepped for the storm.
Before the storm
Prepare your boat for the hurricane season well in advance. Start
with a detailed written list that includes the following.
An evacuation plan. Your plan should include the removal of all
detachable items, such as canvas, sails, dinghies, radios, cushions and
other equipment. If your boat is docked in a marina, talk to the operator
so there are no questions or confusion when the time comes to tie up or
pull your boat from the water.
Boat evacuation drills. Practice drills frequently to help prevent
panic in case an unexpected hurricane hits.
Stocking of emergency supplies. Stock up on supplies ahead of
time to avoid the likely shortages that occur once a hurricane alert is
announced.
Charging your boat’s radio. Don’t forget to charge the radio
before your vessel leaves port, so you can always get up-to-the-minute
weather bulletins.
Securing essential documents. Keep boat insurance policies,
photos of your vessel, registration, equipment inventory, contact phone
numbers and other essential documents in a safe, secure location on
dry land.
When a hurricane is imminent
With global weather tracking, you generally have 12 to 24 hours
of advance warning before a hurricane. After learning of a storm, start
implementing your plan as soon as possible.

Prepare the boat. Turn off the boat’s electrical system and remove
the battery. Take any moveable equipment off the vessel to prevent
breakage. Lash down anything that can’t be removed, such as tillers,
wheels and booms. Wrap protective covering wherever the ropes touch
the boat to prevent chafing. Seal off all windows, doors and hatches and
make sure to shut off your boat’s fuel lines.
If you plan to keep your vessel in the water. Anchor your boat
with at least two anchors and position the boat’s bow in the direction of
the prevailing winds. Ensure that anchor lines are 10 times the water
depth at the mooring location to counteract the effects of a storm surge.
Cover engine room vents and plug the stern’s exhaust pipes to prevent
water from flooding your motor.
On dry land. For small, lightweight boats, it is best to trailer the
vessel as far inland as possible. Lash the boat to the trailer securely
and place blocks around the wheels to prevent the trailer from rolling.
For bigger boats, lash the vessel to its storage cradle with several heavy
lines. Depending on the weight of the boat, consider pumping water
into the bilge to hold the vessel down more securely. Never leave the
boat on davits or a hydraulic lift.
The United States Coast Guard has more details on how best to
prepare your boat.
Check your boat insurance
A hurricane can be a very frightening experience, but with the
right preparation you can help minimize loss. Make sure you have sufficient boat insurance – it can help protect you against many of the risks
of owning and operating a boat. For more information contact your local
insurance agent.
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Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select State Farm agent, is
Sammy Sabella
a Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing
Licensed Master Plumber
auto, home, renter’s, life and health insurance along with financial
services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7,
in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@
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statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.
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Health
High ankle sprain: An uncommon orthopedic
injury

Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
Successions, Business Transactions
Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law

By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
Ankle sprains are among the most
common injuries treated by orthopedic
surgeons. High ankle sprains represent
approximately one percent of ankle sprains. High ankle sprains involve injury to the ankle syndesmosis, which is a group of ligaments
that stabilize the tibia and fibula just above the ankle joint. Recognition of a high ankle sprain or syndesmosis injury is important
because treatment may differ from that of a typical ankle sprain.
Syndesmosis injury may occur with or without an associated fracture.
Diagnosis of a high ankle sprain is made with a careful history,
physical examination and imaging studies. Patients may report a
high energy mechanism of injury such as a sports related event. Patients typically report a twisting injury to the ankle involving an external rotation force. Pain with weight-bearing may be noted. Physical examination usually shows diffuse swelling. Tenderness to palpation is present over the front of the ankle at the anterior syndesmosis.
Plain radiographs (X-rays) are normal in many cases of high ankle
sprain. In more severe high ankle sprains and in injuries associated
with fractures, radiographs will often show separation or diastasis of
the tibia and fibula above the ankle. On occasion, additional diagnostic studies such as stress radiographs or MRI scans are helpful in the
diagnosis of a high ankle sprain.
Treatment of high ankle sprains depends on the severity of injury, specifically the presence of separation or diastasis of the tibia
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and fibula, and the presence of ankle instability. In injuries where
there is no separation of the tibia and fibula and no ankle instability, nonsurgical treatment is appropriate. Rest, ice, compression and
4200 S. I-10 Service Road • Suite 110 • Metairie
elevation are recommended. A non-weight-bearing cast is used for
836-0811
two to three weeks, followed by use of a fracture boot and progressive
weight-bearing. The recovery time for high ankle sprains is usually
8/24/12 10:08 PM
longer than that for severe lateral ankle sprains, on average 55 days0912_Watts.indd 1
compared to 28 days. If separation of the tibia and fibula is present
on radiographs, then surgical stabilization with syndesmosis screws
is usually necessary. If initial radiographs are negative but clinical
suspicion for syndesmosis injury exists, then stress radiographs may
be helpful to illustrate separation of the tibia and fibula. To properly
diagnose and treat a high ankle sprain, an evaluation by an orthopedic surgeon is advised.
Marie Clesi, Agent
See why State Farm insures more

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.
®

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified orthopedic
surgeon with over 10 years experience. The Orthopedic Center for
Sports Medicine is a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete
musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in shoulder and knee
injuries. Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie. For additional
information call 467-5900 or visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
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Declare independence with “My Social Security”
Independence Day is a good time to declare independence
from heavy traffic, long lines and visits to crowded offices when it
comes to doing business with Social Security.
Anytime, anywhere Social Security’s website is waiting to let
people take care of important matters, independently, without the
need to visit or call an office.
Visit www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount to set up a my Social
Security account to do business with Social Security in the easiest,
fastest and most convenient way.
Halfway through 2013 more than six million people have registered for a my Social Security account and have used it to easily get
information and service – without needing to visit an office or make
0513_AAA_Trophies.pdf
1
4/26/13
9:48 PM
a phone call.
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The things that can be done with a my Social Security account
are as varied as the menu at a Fourth of July picnic. For example,
the my Social Security account can be used to obtain a Social Security statement copy to check earnings records and see estimates of
retirement, disability and survivor benefits available for individuals
and families.
If already receiving benefits, join the parade. Social Security
has recently expanded for those receiving benefits. Now the account can be used to view, save and print a benefit verification letter,

check benefit payment information and even change addresses and
phone numbers in the Social Security records. Users also can start or
change direct deposit information. All of this can be done from the
comfort of home.
Whether currently receiving Social Security benefits or planning for that day in the future to do so, all important Social Security
information can be easily accessed by creating a my Social Security
account. Just visit www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.

Community
Spray park at Lafreniere Park open for summer
Jefferson Parish’s Parks and Recreation Department recently announced the summer opening of Lafreniere Spray Park, located inside
Lafreniere Park at 3000 Downs Boulevard in Metairie, adjacent to the
park’s carousel. The spray park is open seven days a week through Friday, August 10, 2013, and then on weekends from Saturday, August 10
through Labor Day. Public sessions are noon to 7:00 p.m. daily. The spray
park can be rented for private parties from 9:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.
Children aged six and under must be accompanied by an adult at
all times. Infants must wear swim diapers. Aqua socks or sandals are
permitted in the spray area, but cutoffs and street clothes are not allowed.

The cost is $5 per person per 90 minute session. Food, drinks,
glass containers, toys, floats and pets are strictly prohibited. No bicycles,
skate boards, rollerblades or scooters are allowed in the playground
area. Smoking or alcohol is not allowed.
More than 135 gallons of water per minute are keeping children
10 years of age and younger cool and wet. The spray park covers approximately 4,000 square feet of surface and provides five fun, in-ground
water spray features alternating with five above-ground water spray attractions including water “cannons.”
For more information on the spray park contact Lafreniere Park
at 838-4389.

Five-course dinner for charity sponsored by KPBA

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
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The third annual charity fundraiser, “Cooking 103” and auction,
sponsored by the Kenner Professional Business Association, will be
held on Saturday, July 27, 2013, at the Deutsches Haus, located at 1023
Ridgewood Drive in Metairie. The honorary chef for the event is state
Senator Danny Martiny.
The KPBA fundraiser will benefit the Kenner Food Bank, Angels
Place, the Arc of St. Charles, Jefferson Dollars for Scholars and the
Metropolitan Center for Women and Children. This is the 27th year the
KPBA has donated to such charities.
The “Celebrating Christmas in Italy” themed dinner will be held
from 6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. Doors will open at 6:00 p.m.
The 2012 nominee for best chef of Louisiana, by the American Cu-

linary Federation, Joey LaBella, will be one of the chefs preparing the
full five-course meal. Five different Italian wine pairings were specially
selected and will be served with each course.
The Iron Chef top sponsor for the third year in a row is Treasure
Chest Casino.
Reservations are required and seating is limited. The cost is $65
per person or $125 per couple. Raffle door prizes include the latest iPad
with Retina display, A6X chip, WiFi and 64GB. The second place prize is
$400 cash. Raffle tickets will be sold for $5 each or three for $10.
For information, tickets and sponsorship opportunities, contact Judy
LaBella at labella1101@cox.net, call 416-7637 or visit www.kpba.biz.

Budget

municipalities cash reserves to be in the five to 15 percent range.
Rising operational costs and relatively stagnant revenues have left
Kenner in financial crisis in the past several years. For 2013-2014, the
city’s financel department has estimated only a one percent increase in
sales tax revenues.
In the 2013-2014 approved budget is a salary of up to $54,000 for a
council research person, proposed by District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud. Reynaud said with the new charter change approved by voters and
implemented last year establishing a limit of $100,000 requiring council
approval on city professional service contracts, the position is needed for
someone to review proposed contracts and to advise the council. Contracts for construction or purchases exceeding $2,500 already required
city council approval.
The council vote was unanimous to approve the 2013-2014 operating and capital budget as amended by the council.

from page 1

$200,000 in reserve money and $1.4 million from the city’s capital project
fund. However, Councilwoman-at-Large and Council Chairwoman Jeannie Black recommended the council use $800,000 in capital funds money
and $800,000 in cash reserves. Black has for some time opposed using
any capital funds money to pay day-to-day expenses but said, given the
city’s tight fiscal position, it has now become necessary.
With this change, the city of Kenner expects to have $6.3 million in
city reserves, around 11 percent of annual expenses. However, Kenner
may need to come up with approximately $1 million from its reserve fund
to pay for its portion of Hurricane Isaac clean up expenses, which could
reduce the city reserves to less than 10 percent or around $5.3 million.
Bond rating agencies, that affect a city’s ability to borrow, recommend

Fernando.
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Free NCLR annual National Latino Family Expo coming to New Orleans
By Rafael E. Saddy
The National Council of La Raza, the
nation’s largest Hispanic civil rights and
advocacy organization which works to
improve opportunities for Hispanic Americans, is holding the 2013 National Latino Family Expo over four days in
New Orleans from July 20 to 23, 2013 at the Morial Convention Center.
There will be over 50 workshops, three town halls, multiple networking
events and five key meal events, including the Latinas Brunch and the
NCLR Awards Gala. It is expected to be the biggest conference to date.
The expo is open to all and attendance is free of charge.
The national Latino Family Expo is the ideal family fair because it offers something for everyone, including a soccer tournament, live entertainment, free health screenings, cutting-edge games,
informative demonstrations, dance competition, science, technology, engineering, mathematics activities and opportunities, prizes
and giveaways and children’s characters, including Dora the Explorer.
There will also be six pavilions specializing in community, culture and
history, health and fitness, science and technology, career and education
and family affairs.

Farmer’s market
from page 1

“This is our busiest season,” says Ladner. “In the warmest months,
we get the most vendors and the largest crowds. All of us out here feel
this is a real service to the community that is going to keep growing in
size. It meets the needs of people who like to buy things that are fresh
and original.”
For more information or for vendor information on the Rivertown
Farmer’s Market, call Ladner at 468-7211.

The NCLR annual conference will be held Saturday, July 20, 2013,
from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the Convention Center Ballroom. It is the
largest gathering of its kind in the Hispanic community and serves as the
meeting ground for more than 25,000 community leaders, activists, volunteers, elected and appointed officials, members of the corporate, philanthropic and academic communities, senior citizens, college students and
youth. This annual event also provides a forum for corporate representatives and government officials to become better acquainted with ongoing and emerging issues in the Hispanic community and with Hispanic
community-based organizations.
Take advantage of free shuttles, sign up for the soccer tournament
and dance competition and jump to the front of the line with a health
screenings “Fast Pass” by registering early at www.nclr.org/signup.
For information call 315-5834, text EXPO to 622571 or visit www.
nclor.org/events.
Community announcements
July 9 – Asociación Nicaragüense de Louisiana (ANDELA) festival planning of El Tope de Santo Domingo. The event will be held on
Saturday, August 10, from 3:00 to 10:00 p.m. at the Kenner Heritage Park.
Highlights this year will include a representation of Santo Domingo’s arrival preceded by a parade that enters the park to the rhythms of folkloric
music and featuring popular characters that are typically Nicaraguan,
such as the “Gigantona,” a gigantic woman that dances to the sound

of drums, the “Cabezón,” her short and big-headed dance partner and
the life-size bull and cows who all dance around the saint as he parades
through the park. Young women dressed in folkloric costumes will also accompany the colorful parade. Later on, there is the crowning of the “India
Bonita” (Queen of the Festival). The festival is followed by a dance-party
featuring a popular local musician, who will be playing folkloric music,
salsa and Latin-dance music. Typical Hispanic dishes and refreshments
will be served. The event is open to the public.
July 25 – Unidad Hispanoamericana general meeting and planning for 2013 summer events. For information call 466-1483.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center offers various programs as well as access to information and referrals for all sorts of issues.
For information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 has Hispanic TV programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information and program schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the KTV 76 logo.
For now, I leave you with this thought: “Life is a festival only to the
wise.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for the Latin American
Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy at lacal1234@
bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner,
LA 70064-0284.

Rental facilities
from page 1

break-down time is included in the rental. Additional set up time
is available for $50 per hour, two hours maximum.
Located next to the Heritage Hall is Kenner’s Heritage Park,
an outdoor venue idea for receptions. It is only rented in conjunction with renting a reception hall. Heritage Park can accommodate 300 guests and has a rental fee of $100 per hour. The rental
fee includes one hour before and after the event for set-up and
clean-up. Additional set-up time is offered at $50 per hour with
a two hour maximum. No cooking or boiling of seafood is allowed
in the park.
Rivertown’s Exhibition Hall, located at 415 Williams Boulevard, is an ideal venue for weddings. With a standing room capacity of 200 and seating for 100, Rivertown Exhibition Hall can
accommodate many kinds of activities. The rental fee is $100 per
hour with a two hour minimum. This includes one hour before and
after each event for set-up and clean-up. Additional set-up time is
offered for $50 per hour with a two hour maximum.
Intimate family weddings are frequently held at St. Mary’s
Chapel in Kenner’s Heritage Park. With a capacity of 45 people,
St. Mary’s Chapel rents for $100 per hour with no minimum. The
rental fee is reduced to $75 per hour if booked in conjunction with
another hall. A deposit of $150 is required, including a $100 refundable damage deposit, that will be waived if booked with another hall. One hour of event set-up and clean-up time is available
for no additional charge. Extra set-up time is offered at $50 per
hour with a two hour maximum.
A Kenner Police detail is required for all events serving alcohol, with over 50 people in attendance, for events involving teenagers, for couple’s showers, etc., and for any other event the city
of Kenner deems it necessary. The police detail fee is $30 per hour

with a four hour minimum and must be paid by the applicant on
the day of the scheduled event. Kenner staff will handle arrangements. The officer must be present for all party time plus the last
hour assigned for clean-up of the facility.
All city of Kenner rental facilities are set up with tables and
chairs on the day of the scheduled event. Applicants are responsible for catering, table coverings, ice (only available at the Kenner City Park Pavilion) and all other items associated with their
functions.
Kenner also offers shelter rentals at Laketown Park and Veterans Park. Laketown Park has seven shelters available for rent
starting at $25 each with an additional $5 for each hour. Only shelters 1, 2, and 3 have electricity. Veterans Park offers six shelters.
Shelter 1 rents for $25 with an additional $12 charge per hour.
Shelters 2 to 6 rent for $25 each with an additional $5 per hour.
Payments on shelters are not refundable and must be made in the
form of a money order only. If inclement weather causes an event
to be cancelled at any shelter, it may be rescheduled for another
date at no additional charge.
For availability or to view the Kenner City Park Pavilion, Laketown or Veteran’s Park Shelters, contact Alice Baroni at 4686638 or abaroni@kenner.la.us. For availability and details on the
Rivertown facilities, including Kenner’s Heritage Hall, Rivertown
Exhibition Hall, Heritage Park or St. Mary’s Chapel, contact Heidi
Glorioso at 468-7231 or hglorioso@kenner.la.us.

Motor vehicle
from page 1

location. The fee will be put into escrow and can only be used to pay
for improvements, operating costs and maintenance to the building.
Because anyone in New Orleans can use the Kenner office – it will be
the closest location for many in Metairie and some living in parts of
St. Charles Parish – the operation costs will be spread equally among
residents from throughout the metropolitan area.
Yenni said finding a way to turn the popular but underutilized
Rivertown area into a more thriving cultural and historic district
has been the mission of city officials since the 1970s and a recent
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study concluded Rivertown is a potential jewel that can attract
residents and businesses to locate in the city. The issue is getting
more people to see what Rivertown has to offer.
Up to 1,500 people used the Airline Drive office daily before it
closed and officials estimate Kenner can expect about one-third of
that traffic each day to the Rivertown office.
“That’s putting 500 pedestrians into Rivertown each day –
many who probably have never been there before. This could be
a huge economic boost for Rivertown and the city,” said Yenni.
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Miss Annette and more from the scrapbook
By Ed Clancy
The death of “How Will I Know My Love,” “The Monkey’s Uncle” on stage next to a very young Roy Orbison in
Annette Funicello
and “Tall Paul.” Hey, if it was good enough for his trademark sunglasses. I only had a couple
on April 8 of this
Elvis it was good enough for Miss Annette. Today of minutes to chat with Roy but he wasn’t
year sent me back singers use something called Auto Tune to make
a great conversationalist anyway. (He was
to the scrapbook. them sound great. After “The Mickey Mouse
the shyest superstar I have ever met except
In the mid-eighties, Annette came to New Club” Annette went on to star in all those beach
for Fats Domino.) This picture was taken in
Orleans to be grand marshal in the Italian
movies with Frankie Avalon.
Albany, New York at a 1964 rock and roll show
American parade. At that time I snapped a
In 1987 I went to work for WWL radio
sponsored by the radio station I was working
photo with her holding my year-old daughter, and my first broadcast came from Walt Disney
for. He was a nice man who was soon to see
Alexandra.
World in Orlando. One of our first guests was my a lot of tragedy in his life, losing his wife in
I was 11-years-old when I, and millions
childhood sweetheart, Annette. She was just as
a motorcycle accident (1966) and two of his
of other male American kids, fell in love with beautiful and nice as I knew she would be but
children in a fire (1968). When my picture
the pretty Italian girl from Utica, just down
she was keeping a secret from me and the rest of with Roy was taken he had just recorded
the New York State Thruway from my house
the world. She had been diagnosed with multiple “Oh, Pretty Woman” and it had not yet been
in rural Syracuse. Everyday after school we
sclerosis. It wasn’t until 1992 that she made the
released. It was the biggest hit of his career.
turned on the TV to see “The Mickey Mouse
announcement that she had the disease. By that Roy was enjoying a resurgence of interest in
Club” with all the Mouseketeers.
time she had started showing symptoms and his music when he died of a heart attack in
Walt Disney had put the show together for
said she went public because she wanted to help 1988 at the age of 52.
ABC to compete with “Howdy Doody” on NBC and
others who had MS and because she didn’t want
I also have an envelope with a return
it eventually knocked off Howdy in the ratings. everybody to think she was a drunk. Over the
address reading “Rosemary Clooney, Beverly
Disney used kids my age that had talent but were years she wrote a book about her illness and it Hills, California 90210.” Inside is a note
not “stars.” They were a cute bunch, but there was made into a TV movie. Some people with MS
card embossed with her name on which she
most definitely was a star and that was Annette. go into remission for a while but that didn’t seem had written down for me her phone number
All the kids could sing and dance and do some
to happen for Annette. By the time she died, just in California. These days Ms. Clooney, who
acting but they were mostly just normal kids. under three months ago, she couldn’t even talk.
passed in 2002, is more remembered as the
Annette, in fact, insisted to Mr. Disney that she
As one of those little boys who was in
aunt of George Clooney, rather than a huge
was not a singer and she wasn’t. But that made love with Annette, I was glad she no longer recording star in the ‘50s with hits such as
no difference to us moonstruck little boys, or to
suffered and I had never watched any of the “Come On A My House,” “This Ole House” and
Walt, who eventually signed her to a recording
news reports that gave updates on her as she “Hey There.” In 1988 she was performing at the
contract, and, as the years went on with the use
declined. I would just pull out that picture of Blue Room in the Fairmont Hotel and she was
of recording techniques like “double tracking” her holding my little girl.
a guest on my WWL radio show.
and tape echo, she wound up with five songs in
My next favorite pic in the scrapbook
After her Blue Room performance,
the top ten on the Billboard charts. Songs like files is a younger, thinner Ed Clancy standing Rosemary was nice enough to invite me and
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my wife up to her room for drinks. The wine
she served was first-rate. Three or four glasses
certainly turned my tongue loose and I made
rather a fool of myself during the course of
the evening. One example is when I picked
up the phone and called Kathy Rodriguez,
the godmother of our two little girls who
was babysitting for us at home. When Kathy
answered I revealed that I was, at that
very moment, in the hotel suite of the great
Rosemary Clooney and I then turned the
phone over to Rosemary, requesting that she
say “hi” to my friend, Kathy. They chatted
for a couple of apparently uncomfortable
minutes and I took the phone back, discreetly
asking Kathy what she thought. It was then
that I learned she had no idea who Rosemary
Clooney was. I quickly, but quietly hung up the
phone and asked for another glass of wine.
Surprisingly, it was not the dumbest thing
I did that night but the good news is that I have
run out of space. Some other time, perhaps.
Did I mention the wine was really good?
Ed Clancy can be reached via email
at edclancy2@aol.com or at his blogsite,
ed-clancy.blogspot.com.
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City of Kenner District 3 “Community
Listening Session” to be held in July
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni’s 41-member Economic Development Committee developed the “Kenner 2030 Plan for a Prosperous
Future,” in which in one part of the comprehensive plan entailed hosting a series of listening
sessions for residents. Since May, sessions were
scheduled in each council district. Mayor Yenni
and the associated council members for each
district are scheduled to attend to listen to resident concerns in an informal setting. District 1
and District 2 sessions have been held already.
Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. Doors will
open 15 minutes prior to start time. While open
to the public, these sessions are intended to
listen to specific concerns from each council
district in smaller settings. To find a boundary
map of each council district, visit www.kenner.
la.us/2/KennerExisting.pdf.
The intention of the listening sessions is to
foster greater public trust in the transparency

and effectiveness of city government. Kenner
Deputy Chief Administrative Officer Natalie
Newton said the community listening sessions
can have a great impact. “These sessions can
reach far and wide to bring Kenner together as
a community. My hope is to get as many people
involved as possible as we work together to
move Kenner forward. As Mayor Yenni has stated ‘cooperation and community’ are what will
make us a ‘community of choice,’” said Newton.
As it becomes available, updated information on listening sessions can be found on the
city website, Kenner Facebook page or via the
Mayor’s Office at 468-7240. For questions regarding the upcoming district sessions contact
Newton at 468-7240.
The Kenner 2030 Plan for a Prosperous Future can be found on the city’s website at www.
kenner.la.us.

Landscaping & Design,
Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,
Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal

3
4
5

DATE
7/24/2013
8/28/2013
9/25/2013

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation
Systems, Fountains, Grading,
Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial
Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured
0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd 1
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Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident Public Speaker
Improve Profitability

CITY OF KENNER COMMUNITY LISTENING SESSIONS
COUNCIL DISTRICT

19

LOCATION

The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

Driftwood Park Country Club, 94 Gelpi Ave.
Kenner City Park Pavilion, 3800 Loyola Dr.
Kenner City Park Pavilion, 3800 Loyola Dr.

Meeting Dates: July 11 & 25
at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

Charter school
from page 1

the 12th grade, it will certainly be one of the
most important locations in the community.
Right now, we are celebrating the arrival of our
science lab and furniture for the classrooms.
Parents have volunteered all summer by paint-

ing, feeding the teachers, sorting and shelving
library books and hauling donations to our
school. We really know what it means to be welcomed with open arms. We can hardly wait for
August 15.”
Visit www.discoveryhsf.org for more information about KDHSA. The school’s phone number is 233-4720.
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Big Easy is a Kenner er
cent
Food Bank collection

We Sell Boxes &
Packing Supplies
Including… Mattress Bags
Dish & Glass Packing Kits
Dust Covers • Wardrobe Boxes
Boxes • Tape • Bubble Wrap • Newsprint • Markers • Box Cutters • Rope

2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd. • Kenner • 468-3474

24-hour electricAl service

0613_Big Easy Storage.indd 1
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Residential • Commercial

FACULTY READIES FOR OPENING OF KENNER CHARTER SCHOOL
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy held professional development sessions for its faculty
in June. In these sessions, teachers were explaining in words, pictures, songs and even dance
what the school’s H.E.A.R.T core values mean to them – honor, endurance, academic achievement,
responsibility and tolerance.

0713_Kenner Star.indd 19

LA License #28613

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE
BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE
over
30 Years
experience

455-2355

No Job Too Small - We Do all!

METAiRiE
KENNER
LICENSED
INSURED
LICENSED •¥ BONDED
BONDED ¥• INSURED

N.O. AREA

OWNER
OWNER RONNIE
RONNIE BELLACI
BELLACI
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Big Easy Storage is now
a Drop Off Station for the
Kenner Food Bank

468-3474

MoVe iN sPeCials aVailaBle!

50% off 1st 3 months

select size units
limited time offer

Call for Details!

Call
for Details!

• 24 hour access available
• climate/non-climate controlled
• video surveillance
• on site management
• high & dry
• we accept your deliveries
• hurricane wind rated
• 140,000 square feet
• state-of-the-art construction
• commercial inventory & materials storage
• household goods
• business records
• classic & vintage car storage
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www.bigeasyselfstorage.com

www.facebook.com/bigeasyselfstorage
P.O. Box 641654 • Kenner, Louisiana 70064
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