Kenner’s Community Newspaper Since 1991

Chateau Golf and Country
Club celebrates 40 years
in Kenner

SEPTEMBER 2013

After 30 years Rivertown becoming a busy, active place
By Allan Katz
Rivertown, now celebrating its 30th anniversary, had fallen to the state where it was considered a drain on Kenner’s resources and a failed
attempt to recapture the ambiance of the city’s
history.
But today increased numbers of Kenner residents are finding good reasons to visit Rivertown,
from the new department of motor vehicles office
to art galleries, concerts in the park, outdoor movies and a very successful farmer’s market.
“There was a time not that long ago when
everyone in our group was in despair over the fu-

By Joy Hirdes

Chateau Estates and Chateau Golf and Country Club will celebrate 40 years this month as the premier residential and golf complex in the city of Kenner as well as one of the tops in the greater
New Orleans area.
Al Huddleston is all smiles as he recalls the expanse of undeveloped land he and his college friend, Ed Dorvin, purchased in a leap
of faith over four decades ago.
“Let’s face it. That was a very, very, very good period in the history of that portion of Louisiana. A growth period,” Huddleston, 81,
said. “And we just happened to have an awful lot of beautiful real
estate surrounding a beautiful golf course for sale.”
What Huddleston and Dorvin envisioned as the epicenter of
their planned community is the sprawling 50,000 square foot Chateau Golf Clubhouse which grandly stands at the main entrance
to the upscale neighborhood. Constructed to resemble the finest
French countryside manor, the clubhouse is a major hub of ongoing
public and private affairs as well as a premier wedding reception
destination in the south. The country club currently lists over 1,000
memberships with many original charter members still actively involved.
The adjacent 18-hole Chateau golf course is competitive, a 72
par, complete with sand bunkers and water hazards throughout. The
large family-oriented swimming pool and the clay tennis courts add
to the club’s recreational attractions.
“Looking back, what we did was create a great enthusiasm for
the entire city of Kenner, Huddleston said. “It was a time when people were moving to the suburbs and coming to Jefferson Parish. An
abundance of rental property was also a major draw for people to
the city of Kenner. People always want to say how smart of you, but
I just say, ‘how lucky.’”
Huddleston and Dorvin met as two young men at Loyola University, where Huddleston studied law and Dorvin studied dentistry.
Real estate was a hobby and a way to invest their income and fortunately the men had the support of lenders who believed in them
and their vision. “We set out to build a dynamic golf course with real
estate throughout. An apartment complex, originally known as The
Vineyards, now named Windsong, which still stands on the southeast
side of the development, completed the deal. It was an exciting time,”
Huddleston said. The country club and the golf course were the first
to undergo construction back in 1971. As the initial construction
started to resemble a golf course, the residential area of Chateau
Estates began to be developed as lots began to be offered for sale.
The tennis courts were ready in August of 1973 and the golf course
opened in September. The clubhouse officially opened three months
later on New Year’s Eve with an extravagant celebration for all members and numerous dignitaries throughout the state of Louisiana,
including Edwin Edwards, the governor at that time.
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ture of Rivertown,” says Gail Yeadon, president of
Friends of Rivertown, a non-profit group that has
long advocated for the preservation of Kenner’s
historic district that features one of the region’s
best collections of 19th century buildings from the
time when Kenner was a key rail hub and farming
community.
“You have to give credit to Mayor (Michael
S.) Yenni and his administration,” says Yeadon.
“Instead of wringing his hands and complaining
how much it costs to maintain Rivertown, the
page 8

Kenner moving toward
rezoning of airport
“buyout” properties

Lt. Governor Dardenne tours
Rivertown with Mayor Yenni

The city of Kenner’s director of planning says it is very likely that
37 mostly vacant acres of Armstrong International Airport “buyout”
properties will be rezoned to an airport redevelopment zoning classification that includes a commercial, professional office, institutional
and light industrial uses.
Director of Planning, Jay Hebert, says almost 25 years have
passed since the New Orleans Aviation Board, through Federal Aviation Administration grants, began buying land from Kenner property
owners located in areas where high level of noise resulting from the
airport runways was deemed unsafe and unsuitable for occupancy.
During this time, Kenner, New Orleans and airport officials have occasionally spoken of rezoning the land and allowing developers to prep
it for future use; however the properties have remained vacant.
“Twenty-five years is a long time for this property to have remained
vacant,” says Mike Quigley, Kenner’s Chief Administrative Officer. “The
complexities of dealing with three entities, the city of Kenner, the city
of New Orleans and the FAA, made it difficult for previous administrations to tackle this issue. For instance, in this case the city of New

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni recently gave Lt. Governor
Jay Dardenne a walking tour of Rivertown after Dardenne helped
to celebrate the opening of an express motor vehicle office in Rivertown. Dardenne all but
guaranteed that Kenner
will reach its goal of becoming a Main Street Community. “The Main Street
Program is one of the most
exciting things we do...and
it’s going to happen here,”
Dardenne said.
Kenner officials have
been working for some time
to become the 34th Main
Street community in the
state. The goal of the Main
Street program is to revitalize downtown areas that lost favor over the years as locals moved
away to the suburbs. Now that the trend is reversing, the Main
Street program offers funding for maintenance and improvements,
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By Allan Katz
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Treasure Chest Casino celebrates 19 years in Kenner
Treasure Chest Casino is
celebrating its 19th birthday
in September 2013. The casino
employs almost 700 people
and, in its arrangement with
the city, in recent years has
annually contributed in the
neighborhood of $5 million to
the city’s coffers.
“For the past 19 years, the
Treasure Chest has been nothing but a solid citizen and tremendous addition to the city
of Kenner,” said Kenner Mayor
Michael S. Yenni. “As we now
focus on the future of the city,
we are working hard to add
attractions to Rivertown, come up with a plan for the commercial

development of Laketown adjacent to the Treasure Chest
and make critical corridor improvements and sewer repairs
city-wide. I know that having
the Treasure Chest – both as a
stable source of funding and an
extremely popular attraction –
will play a significant role in
convincing new residents to
choose Kenner as their home.”
In honor of its grand
opening on Labor Day in September 1994, the casino is
throwing a birthday celebration including giveaways and
hot seats.
page 23
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We Choose Space

Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 23 minutes

Fifty years ago, President Kennedy chose the Moon. Today we can still choose
a trip into space to the completed International Space Station or to the Moon.
Prepare for an immersive full-dome adventure on the ISS or in a future moon
colony. The show makes human spaceflight after the Space Shuttle very exciting, immersive, and real.
Enjoy the astronaut experience and share it with children who dream of spaceflight!

Hurricane on the bayou

Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes

Narrated By Meryl Streep, HURRICANE ON THE BAYOU carries audiences
on a journey deep into the soul stirring heart of Louisiana - before, during and after the unprecedented
devastation of Hurricane Katrina. Audiences will uncover the electrifying culture of New Orleans; explore
the beautiful, alligator filled bayous on airboats; recount personal stories of Katrina; and most of all, bring
focus to the rapidly disappearing wetlands that are New Orleans’ first line of defense against deadly storms.

Saturdays - 1 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes

Get into the “spirit” with a show full the Red, White, and Blue! From patriotic to pop, this
show rocks to a wide selection of great music and will leave you beaming with American pride.

Saturn Ring World

Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 23 minutes

Learn about the two-story Cassini-Huygens spacecraft which continues to explore Saturn and
its moons during its extended mission. See Saturn up-close and all-around-you inside our
dome theater. Ring World is narrated by Star Trek’s John Billingsley (Dr. Phlox on ENTERPRISE)
and was produced by NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

On Tuesday through Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GEnEral Public - SaTurdayS Only H box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
admission: adults, $6 per show H children/Seniors, $5 per show H Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

MegadomeAd_0913.indd 1

8/24/13 10:18 AM

1st & 3rd Saturday every month
Fresh fruits, vegetables, and eggs for sale grown locally!
Homemade preserves and Italian pastries! Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!
8AM-12PM • Exhibition Parking Lot

SATURDAY, SepTembeR 7TH 2013

Sample Fresh eggs!

From 8am to 9am
NOLA Green Roots will be cooking up some fresh eggs fried
in their basal infused olive oil. YUm YUm!
Don’t forget to pick up some Fresh Figs!

Free parking and admission

To become a vendor or for more information
call nancy Ladner, parks & recreation 504-468-7211

400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

visit www.kenner.la.us

Farmers Market_1-2Page_0913.indd 1
CityofKennerFP_0913.indd 1

8/24/13 10:17 AM
8/24/13 10:18 AM
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©2013 Ochsner Health System

Now offering extended hours and
same day/next day appointments.

Connecting to an Ochsner Kenner primary care physician has never been easier.
Call 504-443-9500 to schedule an appointment today or visit ochsner.org/kenner.
Same Day/Next Day Appointments Available.
MONDAY - THURSDAY 7am- 6pm
FRIDAY 8am -5pm

Convenient Primary Care Locations in Kenner!
Ochsner Health Center – Kenner
200 W. Esplanade Ave., Ste. 210
Ochsner Health Center – Driftwood
2120 Driftwood Blvd. (at Williams Blvd.)

TM

Kenner

Locations such as:
Abita Springs, Algiers, Baton Rouge, Belle Chasse, Covington, Cut Off, Denham Springs, Elmwood, Gretna, Hammond, Kenner, Lakeview,
Lockport, Luling, Mandeville, Marrero, Metairie, New Orleans, Prairieville, Raceland, Slidell.
PB_0049_Kenner Star AD for January.indd 1

4/24/13 9:33 AM
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from The Editor

The Rivertown comeback
By Allan Katz

To be perfectly
honest about it, I was
among those who had
just about given up on
Rivertown. I thought
Rivertown was eventually headed for a bust. But, now, I’m willing to admit
that I may have spoken a mite too soon. I may have
been too willing to give up when the fight was just getting started.
I was around back in the 1990s when then-Mayor Aaron Broussard came up with the idea of putting
museums in some of the historic buildings in what
was the original Kenner. Like the Vieux Carre in New
Orleans, Rivertown was an accurate historic reflection of what Kenner was like back in the 19th century
when the city was a major railhead and a center for
the production of farm products.
Broussard’s museum concept worked well for a
while but after a time, with the city having no money
to promote Rivertown and even less to subsidize it,
Rivertown visitors dwindled. And the buildings by
themselves just weren’t a good enough reason to keep
people coming back to Rivertown. The city of Kenner,

September 2013

facing hard economic times after a combination of
Hurricane Katrina, a depressed economy and falling
sales tax revenues, was footing the bill for a historic
district that didn’t seem very attractive and wasn’t
drawing a lot of people except for school groups and a
handful of tourists.
Then, along came Mayor Michael S. Yenni and
his enthusiastic, never-say-die team. “I have learned
a few things during my years in government,” said the
mayor. “I know, for example, that when government
locates an office in a certain place, people are drawn
to that office by choice or by necessity. And I also know
that historic buildings have a certain draw but what
really brings people to an area are nice, well-priced
events that are attractive to all the members of the
family – the grandparents, the parents and the kids.”
And, so, the Yenni administration has created
events that people love – the farmer’s market, live concerts and outdoor movies. “On the days of the farmer’s
market, Rivertown is as we always hoped it would be
– filled with families, lots of laughter and a great ambiance,” says Gail Yeadon, president of Friends of Rivertown, the non-profit group that has always believed
that Kenner’s historic district could be a special place.
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In its early years, the French Quarter Festival was not
a big event. But, even then, you could see that it had
potential because it featured local artists – singers,
musicians and chefs all working their magic on sound
stages or in restaurants. Back then, it was popular
for folks to say that they never went to the Quarter
anymore, that it was a dirty place that often smelled
bad. But, as the French Quarter Festival took root,
you didn’t hear so much of that. And, now hundreds of
thousands of people come to the French Quarter Festival from all over Louisiana, from neighboring states
and from Europe. It was just as Mayor Yenni said – the
buildings by themselves weren’t such a great draw
but when you filled the buildings with fun events,
great food, great music and great ambiance – lo and
behold – the people came in droves from everywhere.
I don’t know if that is in Rivertown’s future but
I certainly hope so. All I can say for sure is that I was
dead wrong when I said that Rivertown had no future,
as things surely seem to be going in the right direction now.
Population of Kenner grows by one
Congraulations to Kenner Mayor Michael S.
Yenni and his wife, Michelle, on the birth of their first
child, daughter Reagan Swanner Yenni, who was born
August 12, 2013.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.
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Kenner Star is a tabloid newspaper published monthly
and is distributed by direct mail free to all registered
voter households in Kenner, numbering almost 20,000
households. An additional 2,000 copies are also distributed
each month in high traffic locations in Kenner.

In other good news the Louisiana Department
of Culture, Recreation and Tourism recently certified
Rivertown as a cultural district which carries with it
tax benefits, including tax-free sales of original art.
Now that Rivertown has been designated a cultural
district, the state legislation that applies calls for the
appointment of an active arts council so Kenner is
working closely with the New Orleans Arts Council to
develop a state-of-the-art arts council for Rivertown,
which is a very positive thing.
Also part of the rejuvenation of Rivertown is
the city’s anticipated designation of Rivertown by
the state as a Main Street community, which offers
funding for maintenance and improvements, tax
credits and expert advice. Main Street is a national
movement that has spanned three decades and taken
root in more than 2,000 communities – a movement
that has spurred $49 billion in reinvestment in traditional commercial districts, galvanized thousands of
volunteers and changed the way governments, planners and developers view preservation. Main Street’s
coordinating programs help cities, towns and villages
revitalize their downtown and neighborhood business
districts. This program could be one of the best things
to ever happen to Kenner.
And, as Yeadon is quick to point out, this hopefully is the beginning of something big. Back in the
1980s, as a reporter, I was also around for the start of
the French Quarter Festival. That was a time when
the Vieux Carre was not nearly as popular as it is today.
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Golden opportunity for Louisiana GOP
By Jeff Crouere
Although Louisiana was controlled by
the Democratic Party
for over a century after
Reconstruction, it is a
much different political environment today.
The Louisiana electorate in 2013 is very conservative. The state is dark red and turned even more
toward the Republican Party after Hurricane Katrina
displaced so many voters. Currently, all statewide officeholders are Republican, except one, U.S. Senator
Mary Landrieu (D-LA).
Landrieu has been the Achilles’ heel of the
Republican Party in recent years. She has won three
close U.S. Senate elections in 1996, 2002 and 2008.
One of the secrets to her success has been the
support of key Republican elected officials. In the last
election, Landrieu received the endorsement of popular GOP politicians like Jefferson Parish Sheriff Newell
Normand and St. Tammany Parish Sheriff Jack Strain.
As she faces the electorate again in 2014, Senator Landrieu will have the support of key Republican
powerbrokers Joe Canizaro and Boysie Bollinger.
These business titans are very influential in the state
Republican Party and are major donors to a number of
political candidates. Obviously, they will help Landrieu
both politically and financially.
In contrast, it will be more difficult for Republican-elected officials to support Landrieu in this race.
Over the past five years, Landrieu has accumulated a
voting record of supporting President Obama 97 percent of the time. In the latest poll, sponsored by the
National Republican Senatorial Committee (NRSC),
Obama scored an approval rating of only 37 percent
among Louisiana voters. It will be hard for Louisiana
Republican politicians to explain to their constituents
an endorsement of a senator that is so supportive of

President Obama.
One of the few things more unpopular in Louisiana than the president is his signature healthcare
legislation. The poll finds that 62 percent of Louisiana voters disapprove of Obamacare. Yet, in 2010,
Landrieu cast the deciding vote for Obamacare.
Despite the legislation’s unpopularity in Louisiana,
Senator Landrieu is continuing to express support
for Obamacare. At a recent Legis-Gator luncheon in
Lake Charles, Landrieu said, “If I had to vote for the
bill again, I would vote for it tomorrow.”
Overall, Senator Landrieu’s voting record will
give Republicans plenty of opportunities for victory in
the 2014 senate election. In fact, this is their best opportunity to defeat Landrieu. If she is not at 50 percent
support now, it will be difficult for her to reach that
threshold next year.
One reason for her vulnerability is that she is out
of step with Louisiana voters on several important issues besides Obamacare. For example, Landrieu has
voted for increased taxes, gun control, pro-amnesty
immigration reform and abortion.
In fact, Landrieu is the only pro-choice Democrat to be elected to statewide office in Louisiana in
recent years. For example, the state’s last Democratic
governor, Kathleen Blanco, was a pro-life Democrat.
Former U.S. Senator John Breaux, a moderate Democrat, was unbeatable during his 18 year career. One of
the reasons for his success was his staunch pro-life
voting record. Louisiana is a very pro-life state and the
signature issue of “life” may be a very important one in
the next election. It all depends on what type of race
the GOP will run.
Republicans need a candidate who is articulate,
aggressive, clear and confident. Right now, the leading
GOP contender is U.S. Congressman Bill Cassidy (RBaton Rouge). According to the NRSC poll, he is trail-

ing Landrieu by a very slim margin (45 to 41 percent).
There is another Republican in the race, Colonel
Rob Maness, a 32 year veteran of the Air Force who
has worked in recent years as an executive with Entergy. Maness is a Tea Party conservative who will be
running to the right of Cassidy. His challenge is to raise
the necessary funds to conduct a tough statewide race.
Most party officials, including U.S. Senator David Vitter (R-LA) are backing Cassidy. In fact, at a
recent Cassidy Town Hall meeting, several Vitter staff
members were in attendance. It is clear the senator is
throwing his considerable weight behind Cassidy.
Despite a well-funded war chest and heavyweight support, Cassidy needs to hone his message and
become more aggressive. On a number of issues, his
stands are unclear and measured. It is significant that
the conservative group, Red State, did not invite Cassidy to their New Orleans convention. They obviously
felt the congressman was too much of a moderate, so
they invited Maness, giving the colonel a major boost
of news coverage that his campaign sorely needed.
Overall, Landrieu is in major trouble and is more
vulnerable today than at any other point in her political career.
Republicans have a great chance; they just need
the right candidate with the right message.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his
Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m.
Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays
on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and
the north shore. Crouere is a political analyst for
WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.
ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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About our new giraffe and more public artwork to come
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor
More and more
people are asking me
about the life-sized
giraffe sculpture at
Kenner City Park.
I’ve heard some parents are taking pictures with
their kids in front of the huge, spotted giraffe.
It’s the first of five sculptures that will be
placed on medians and high-profile locations
throughout the city in the next few months. Architect/developer and Kenner resident Henry
Shane bought four of the sculptures and donated
them to the city, while Blue Dog creator George
Rodrigue has arranged to provide one of his
sculptures to the city at no cost.
There’s even a chance that Kenner could
become home to a sculpture garden, an area of
as many as 40 to 50 sculptures created by nationally and internationally-renowned artists, in the
future. But more about that in just a bit.
The public artwork is part of my administration’s vision of Kenner as a community within the
New Orleans area that is known – in addition to
Rivertown, Laketown and many other wonderful
things – for its public art. With the amount of
buzz one piece has been generating, I am confident this is a step in the right direction.
In the Kenner 2030 Plan that focuses on the
city’s future, public artwork is identified as one of
the ways to create an identity for Kenner that will
be attractive to young families and businesses
looking to relocate in the New Orleans area. The

2030 Plan calls for public artwork, bike paths and
landscaping to be part of 10 corridor improvement projects throughout the city. These projects
will be paid for with about $29 million without
asking residents to pay any additional taxes.
Henry Shane said he bought the giraffe from
a Mississippi company after spotting the tall
sculpture during a recent trip to the Gulf Coast
with his wife, Pat. I thank Henry for his continued
philanthropy and dedicated service to the city of
Kenner. The other four sculptures will come from
some nationally prominent artists, many with
strong New Orleans connections:
James Michalopoulos, a painter and
sculptor known for his expressionistic paintings
and popular Jazz and Heritage Festival posters,
has nearly completed a sculpture planned for the
traffic circle at Chateau Boulevard and Vintage
Drive that could be in place in a few months.
Hunt Slonem, a painter and sculptor known
for his focus on birds and other animals, has
nearly finished work on a butterflies sculpture
that will be placed at the Power Boulevard/West
Esplanade intersection in approximately two
months. Slonem’s popular Toucans sculpture is at
the Veterans Boulevard/Severn Avenue intersection in Metairie.
Rodrigue has just finished the design of a

Don’t be tricked by the big box store deals…

Shop & Compare
Celebrating
28 years!
Locally Owned
& Operated

Framing Sale!
BeSt

Quality. prices. Service — GuaranteeD
on custom framing

50% off

custom framing
services

includes custom design, mounting, matting, glass & installation
with purchase of custom frame at regular price (up to 32”x40”)

the Frame Shoppe • 464-4662
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. offer expires 10/20/13.

The Frame Shoppe_0913.indd 1

Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or
by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

National Night Out Against
Crime festivities set for
October 13 and 15
By Steve Caraway – Kenner Police Chief

Keep it LoCaL!
Esplanade Mall • 464-4662

Blue Dog sculpture that will be placed on Loyola
Drive near Furman Drive that could be installed
in the late summer or early fall.
Frank Ledbetter, a metal sculptor, is progressing on a piece that will be placed at Williams
Boulevard and Joe Yenni Boulevard perhaps before the end of the summer.
We are also investigating the possibility that
a foundation interested in finding locations to
display sculptures from some of the top artists in
the country and the world will loan up to 40 or
50 pieces to the city. We could place the sculptures on Power Boulevard, now known more for
overheard power lines and turn it into a continuous landscaped sculpture garden, something that
might attract national attention. However, there
are still many questions to be answered before
this idea has a chance of becoming reality.
The bottom line is that public artwork is fun
and attractive and can be one more reason for
people to check out Kenner and find out all of the
other reasons this is a great place to live. In the
meantime, I hope you enjoy the giraffe and the
other sculptures that should be in place within
the next few months.

8/24/13 10:23 AM

On Sunday, October 13, 2013, come out and
help the Kenner Police Department and other local
law enforcement agencies give crime a going away
party. Everyone is invited to the 14th annual National Night Out Against Crime kick-off party, taking
place at Laketown in Kenner from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00
p.m. There will be exciting entertainment including
children’s activities (laser tag, giant human hamster balls, a gaga pit, inflatable amusements, face
painting), various crime fighting/law enforcement
displays, demonstrations by law enforcement professionals (Coast Guard helicopter, K-9, and SWAT),
a red beans and rice cook-off, live music by Karma
and great food – all free! The kick-off party is a prelude to the 30th annual National Night Out Against
Crime, which will be observed locally on the evening
of Tuesday, October 15, 2013.
Representatives in every area of law enforcement will be at the kick-off party to talk with you.
This is an excellent opportunity for people considering a career in law enforcement to have their questions answered by experts in the field and to find
out what their jobs are all about. It’s also a great
time for citizens and officials to interact and discuss
important issues in our community. Through this
event, you can learn about the many programs that
are available to you, including the KPD Women’s
Self Defense Program, the Kenner Citizens’ Police
Academy and the KPD Community Police Corps.
Programs like these empower you to take a stand
against crime and to help others do the same.

You can help us celebrate the 30th annual
National Night Out Against Crime on October 15
in a variety of ways, such as having a block party, a
cookout, flashlight walks or by sitting on your front
porch with your lights on – a symbol that has become a tradition over the years. Your participation
will have a positive impact on your neighborhood
and will help increase crime prevention awareness
throughout the streets of Kenner. The National
Night Out Against Crime is a great first step in starting your own neighborhood watch group. It’s an
event that started in 1984 with 2.5 million people in
23 states and has now grown to include over 37 million people in over 15,000 communities from all 50
states, U.S. territories, Canadian cities and military
bases worldwide.
If you are interested in learning more
about the kick-off party, registering your block
party for National Night Out Against Crime or
starting a neighborhood watch group in Kenner, contact the KPD Community Relations
Division at 712-2294 or email nguggenheim@
kennerpd.com. For more information on the
National Night Out Against Crime please visit
www.nationalnightout.org/nno/about.html.
Kenner Police Chief Caraway can be reached
by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com.
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The city of Kenner’s City Attorney’s Office plays integral part in process
By Keith Conley –Kenner City Attorney
No other department enjoys a
front row seat to the exciting changes
and developments happening in the
city of Kenner these days like the city
attorney’s office. From Rivertown to
Laketown and all areas in between this office has an active role
in all developments. From bond issues to code enforcement, sewer
lift station improvements to corridor redevelopment – the city attorney’s office is involved in it all.
This office has worked with the administration to foster a positive relationship with the Louisiana Department of Environmental
Quality (LDEQ). Through efforts on all sides, we have all worked
towards rehabilitating the city sewer system to avoid costly fines.
The city has been under two compliance orders; by working with
the state, the dream of being in good standing with the LDEQ is
close to becoming a reality.
The sewer rehabilitation projects have involved several public
work’s projects, each involving public bids or requests for proposals
(RFP). The city attorney’s office has worked with public works department and the purchasing department to make sure all bids and
contracts are obtained in compliance with state purchasing laws.
In addition, this office attends frequent meetings with the LDEQ to
maintain open lines of communication.
This office has had the opportunity to work with the administration to revitalize Rivertown and Laketown. In Rivertown we have
assisted with negotiating and drafting the agreement for the new
office of motor vehicles, the Comedy Club and Theater 13; we have
also worked with the recreation department and other groups to

host events in Rivertown such as Music in the Park, the Farmer’s
Market and Oktoberfest to name a few. Additionally, due to the
administration’s relationship with the city of New Orleans and the
strength of our representatives on the Aviation Board, the “airport
buyout property” which has plagued the entire city for decades is
close to being put back into commerce with the hopes that it will be
a stream of revenue for the city through sales tax and property tax.
Laketown has also seen a plethora of activity. We have had
the opportunity to help our recreation department with securing
the Coconut Beach Volleyball Complex. We also worked with the
administration in Jefferson Parish to annex land which carries us
one step closer to a lakefront commercial development. Finally, we
assisted the administration in negotiating the best contract in Kenner’s history that the city has had for managing the Pontchartrain
Center.
The city of Kenner’s 2030 Plan is quite complex and financing for the plan involved refinancing of sales tax bonds. Our office
was heavily involved, and while we had a bit more involvement than
initially expected, we have successfully secured the bond issue. Going forward, this office will be involved in all improvement projects
associated with the plan. In conjunction with the plan, we are also
working on a program similar to one in Jefferson Parish wherein
businesses pay a lease value to use the right of way; this additional
revenue can also be used to enhance the corridors into Kenner.
The city attorney’s office works with the city council to prepare legislation for them, issue legal opinions at their request and
handle special projects in their districts, such as blight that rises to
a level to requiring legal action.

On top of all the exciting growth and development we are a
part of, some of which is outlined above, the city attorney’s office
also has daily duties. Our 2012 statistics are outlined below:
114 open and active litigation claims/cases.
Over 25,000 arraignments, 283 hearings, 3,890 trials handled in mayor’s court.
Over 230 contracts finalized.
Processing over 70 public records requests (just in 2012).
Attend and advise at city council meetings, police and fire
civil service meetings, municipal civil service hearings and planning and zoning commission meetings.
Conduct Alcohol Beverage Outlet (ABO) hearings and prosecute violators.
Meet with the administration and consultants on proper insurance coverage and policies.
Oversee all civil cases and advise administration or department head on the course of action we recommend to protect the
interest and integrity of the city of Kenner.
This is an exciting time for the city of Kenner and her citizens;
however it is even more exciting for the city attorney’s office to be
an integral part of the process along with the administration and
the council. I can’t wait for the encore!
Keith Conley is city attorney for the city of Kenner. The city
attorney’s office is located at 1801 Williams Boulevard, Building
C, Suite 100. The office telephone number is 468-4080. Conley can
be contacted at kconley@kenner.la.us.

Unfinished section of project at Chateau and Vintage intersection part of bigger plan
The city of Kenner is currently undergoing a significant number of Paths to Progress roadway projects along major thoroughfares and some residential streets. One of the thoroughfares being
improved is Vintage Drive. Residents may have noticed that the
intersection of Chateau Boulevard and Vintage Drive (south side,
east-bound) has been overlooked but this is not the case.
In addition to the Paths to Progress projects, which are completely paid for with federal dollars, the city of Kenner is also rehabilitating the major components of its sewer system. One of the
sewer projects currently under construction involves installing a
new permanent generator at the lift station near the Vintage and
Medoc intersection. A second project involves the installation of a
new larger force main from that same station. As part of the normal
construction process for these two sewer projects, some excavation
will be required at the site of the lift station in the east-bound lane
of Vintage Drive and in the southeast corner of the intersection of
Vintage Drive and Chateau Boulevard. City officials said the city did

not want to excavate newly paved streets; therefore, a portion of
east-bound Vintage Drive was intentionally left incomplete by the
Paths to Progress contractor. Instead, this pavement work will be
performed by the Vintage and Medoc force main contractor.
The pavement work will not require detours. However, lane
closures will be necessary. It is anticipated that the portion of the
east-bound lane of Vintage that was not completed under the Paths
to Progress contract will be re-paved by November 2013. The construction phase of the force main project has just started and will
be complete in January 2014. However, the excavations at the Vintage and Medoc intersection will be completed at the beginning of
the force main replacement project and pavement improvements
will be done shortly thereafter.
For any information on this or any construction project in Kenner contact the Public Works Department at 468-7515.

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

Kenner Deputy Chief Administrative Officer Natalie Newton said,
“The intention of the listening sessions is to foster greater public trust
in the transparency and effectiveness of city government. These community listening sessions can have a great impact and can reach far
and wide to bring Kenner together as a community. My hope is to get as
many people involved as possible as we work together to move Kenner
forward. As Mayor Yenni has stated ‘cooperation and community’ are
what will make us a ‘community of choice.’”
Updated information on listening sessions can be found as it
becomes available on the city’s website, www.kenner.la.us, Kenner’s
Facebook page or through the Mayor’s Office at 468-7240. For questions
regarding the upcoming district session, contact Newton at 468-7240.
The entire “Kenner 2030 Plan for a Prosperous Future” can be
found on the city’s website.

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

1001174.1

“Community Listening Session” for District 5 rescheduled
from September to October
“Kenner 2030 Plan for a Prosperous Future,” developed by Kenner
Mayor Michael S. Yenni’s 41-member Economic Development Committee, a comprehensive plan for the city’s future growth, includes a part
which entails the city hosting a series of listening sessions for its residents. Sessions were scheduled monthly in each council district starting
in May. Sessions for Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4 were held in previous months.
The District 5 listening session was originally scheduled for
Wednesday, September 25, 2013 at the Kenner City Park Pavilion, located at 3800 Loyola Drive. However, the meeting has been moved to
Wednesday, October 2, 2013. The meeting will start at 7:30 p.m. and
doors will open 15 minutes prior to start time. The session is open
to the public with the intention of the mayor and other city officials
hearing specific concerns about District 5 in a small informal setting.
Boundary maps of each council district can be found by visiting
www.kenner.la.us/2/KennerExisting.pdf.

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING
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Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters
•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

885-0399
818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber
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Kenner’s 115-year-old annual St. Rosalie procession and celebration returns in September
Before the city of Kenner could celebrate its 50th birthday, an epidemic struck a potentially fatal blow to a young city filled with Italian immigrants
who relied on livestock and their crops. The epidemic, which hit in 1898,
was called “charbon” at the time. Today, it is commonly known as anthrax,
and Kenner’s residents in the late 19th century could not survive a season
without the money taken in from selling vegetables and livestock.
The immigrants who first settled Kenner in 1855 gathered together
with their families to pray for help from St. Rosalie, the patron saint of Sicily,
where many of the city’s residents were born. Soon after, a long rain began to
fall, stopping the spread of the deadly disease and saving the city of Kenner.
The farmers who settled the land from what is now Williams Boulevard

and Kenner Avenue to the St. Charles Parish line were amazed by the help
from St. Rosalie and organized the first St. Rosalie procession that year.
On Sunday, September 8, 2013, Kenner residents and all who wish to
honor St. Rosalie and the miracle that saved the city of Kenner will recreate
the three-mile procession of faith and prayer with Father Richard Miles of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, as well as members of the St. Rosalie
Committee. Many people will carry a St. Rosalie statue and symbolic relics,
just as their ancestors did 115 years ago.
The time has changed once again this year and is returning to its historical start time of 3:00 p.m.
Following Mass on Sunday, September 8, 2013, at 11:00 a.m. at Our

Lady of Perpetual Help Church, located at 531 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, the Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court Madonna will begin serving an Italian dinner which will include cookies and Italian bread.
The celebration Mass at 3:00 p.m. will be followed by the procession at
4:00 p.m. which begins at OLPH Church, goes down Short Street to Williams
Boulevard, crosses the railroad tracks, turns left onto Kenner Avenue, turns
left onto Hanson Place, turns left onto Reverend Richard Wilson Drive, turns
left onto Minor Street and returns back to OLPH Church for a benediction
following the procession at approximately 5:30 p.m.
For more information regarding this event contact the OLPH rectory
at 464-0361.

Government
Kenner seeks public input at five public forums
In June 2010, the city of Kenner received a $238,125 grant from the
Louisiana State Office of Community Development Disaster Recovery Unit
under its Comprehensive Resiliency Program to expand its 2008 Pattern-forProgress land use plan with special emphasis on making the plan more comprehensive in nature and the city more resilient in post disaster recovery.
The expanded plan will focus on economic development, housing and critical facilities, such as schools, public health and assisted living facilities for
our senior citizens. The University of New Orleans’ Division of Planning in
the Center for Urban and Public Affairs is overseeing the plan’s expansion.
Last year, beginning in March, six citizen participation meetings were
held throughout the city for the purpose of obtaining public input on matters
involving land use, economic development, housing and critical facilities.
Since the conclusion of last year’s public meetings, UNO’s Planning Division has been busy finalizing the first draft of the expanded

Steven A. Watts
Attorney at Law
35 years
experience

land use plan. The initiative is to present the draft to the citizens of
Kenner in a second round of public meetings in an effort to, gather additional input and determine if the plan accomplished addressing the
concerns of the citizens. Once determined, preparation will be made to
put the plan before the city’s planning commission and the city council
for final adoption.

Representative Stokes opens Kenner office
Representative Julie Stokes, who holds the 79th District seat
in the Louisiana House of Representatives, has announced the
opening of a new office in Suite 200 at 4203 Williams Boulevard in
Kenner. The new office opened on August 1 of this year to serve the
residents of north Kenner and Metairie. The 79th District includes
most of north Kenner and an adjacent portion of northwest Metairie along the Lake Pontchartrain.
“My staff and I look forward to continuing to help the people
of District 79 and the state of Louisiana,” said Stokes.
The 79th District office number is 468-8603 and the office
email address is stokes@legis.la.gov.

Rivertown
from page 1

Yenni team has created a whole series of venues that attract folks not just
from Kenner but throughout the region who want to come enjoy the art galleries, the farmer’s market, the movies, the concerts or maybe they just have
business at the DMV.”
For his part, Mayor Yenni says that one of the things he has learned
during his years in government is that “if you want to attract a crowd, open a
4200 S. I-10 Service Road • Suite 110 • Metairie
government office or create an inexpensive venue where parents and grand0513_AAA_Trophies.pdf
1
4/26/13
9:48 PM
836-0811
parents will enjoy bringing their children to see.”
The mayor says it took several years and the cooperation of Kenner’s
legislative delegation to bring the DMV office to Williams Boulevard but it
0912_Watts.indd 1
8/24/12 10:08 PM
3
is now a busy place that brings a lot of people to the city. The DMV is in the
Anni4 Year
vers
ary
building that formerly housed the Mardi Gras Museum.
In another major recent development to enhance Rivertown, the Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism certified Rivertown
as a cultural district which carries with it tax benefits, including tax-free
Lake
Personalized Awards for:
sales of original art, which is expected to encourage art galleries to move
Dance
Scholastic
Music
39th St.
to the area. Now that Rivertown has been designated a cultural district, the
Swimming
Retirement
Safety
state legislation that applies, calls for the appointment of an active arts
Parties
Bowling
Pool
council. Kenner is working closely with the New Orleans Arts Council to
3813 ❈
Football
Track
Basketball
develop a state-of-the-art arts council for Rivertown.
Soccer
Baseball
Golf
38th St.
Tennis
Racquetball
Karate
Another expected major boost is the anticipated state designation
T-Shirts & Caps
naming Rivertown as a Main Street community. The goal of the Main Street
program is to revitalize historical areas and it offers funding for maintenance and improvements, tax credits and expert advice. The city’s planning
department has been working closely with the state which has taken an
interest in helping communities throughout Louisiana revive, renovate and
improve their historic neighborhoods.
Florida Ave

Williams Blvd.

Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
Successions, Business Transactions
Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law

Five forums are scheduled for public input – Wednesday, September 11,
The Pavilion at Kenner City Park, 3800 Loyola Drive, 6:30-8:30 p.m.; Tuesday, September 17, Driftwood Park Country Club, 94 Gelpi Avenue, 6:308:30 p.m.; Wednesday, September 18, The Pavilion at Kenner City Park,
6:30-8:30 p.m.; Tuesday, September 24, Heritage Hall, 303 Williams Boulevard, 6:30-8:30 p.m.; and Thursday, September 26, Heritage Hall, 303 Williams Boulevard, 3800 Loyola Drive, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

State Representative Julie Stokes

The mayor thinks that the farmer’s market, the concerts and the movies have made Rivertown a place where families enjoy their visits. Yeadon
says, in addition, she is very impressed by the number of couples who are
now holding their weddings in Rivertown. “Rivertown has become a great
place to get married,” she says. “We’ve seen weddings where the newlyweds
have hired a band to provide a musical background for their nuptials.”
Among the attractions from the old Rivertown that have transitioned
well into the new Rivertown are the Planetarium and Megadome Cinema
along with the Space Station and Science Center. The Rivertown Theatre
for the Performing Arts has new leadership and a full season of live plays.
The old Children’s Castle is now a comedy club, the Castle Theatre, offering
weekend entertainment. The Exhibition Hall, now a rental hall, was once
the Saints Hall of Fame Museum. Heritage Hall, which is available for parties, showers, etc., was previously the home of the Wildlife and Fisheries
Museum. Heritage Park, where the outdoor concerts are held, was once
Rivertown’s Native American Village.
“One of the films shown at the planetarium is ‘Hurricane on the Bayou,’
which is a tremendous draw and one of the best films ever made about hurricanes and their destructiveness,” says Yeadon.
One of the dreams of former Mayor Ed Muniz that have not yet come to
realization is his vision of condominiums on or near the batture with a view
of the Mississippi River.
“I’m very optimistic about the mayor’s vision but I guess we’re just not
yet at the tipping point where a developer is going to want to invest millions
in a condominium tower,” says Yeadon. “But, as someone who loves the river
and our view of ships passing LaSalle’s Landing, I think the day is going to
come when people gather on their balconies to marvel at the Mississippi.
However, we’re not there yet but I think that as we celebrate its 30th anniversary, Rivertown is finally on the right track with lots of good reasons
for optimism.”

Community
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3rd annual Kenner Wine and Food Event to be held at Chateau Country Club
The 3rd annual Kenner Wine and Food
Event will be held at the Chateau Golf and Country Club on October 3, 2013, offering 100 different
wines and cuisine from over 25 top restaurants.
The event is open to the public and will be held
from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.
This a wonderful and inspiring group who
help house and find foster homes for needy and
neglected children,” said Michelle Swanner Yenni, general manager of Chateau Golf and Country
Club. “We have achieved our goal of having a first
class wine and food experience promoting awareness for local businesses and economic growth in
Kenner and the surrounding areas.”
Yenni said that last year’s successful event

“We have chosen
Raintree Children and
Family Services as the
charity that will receive
all the proceeds from the
event this year.”
raised $15,000 for the Gleason Foundation and
ALS Research. Among the restaurants to be fea-

Wines, Glazer Distributors and Select Wines.
The event is sponsored by Chateau Golf and
Country Club, First Bank and Trust, Guffey Insurance, Magnolia Foundation, Kenner Mayor Mike
Yenni, Nicoll’s Limousines and RNDC.
Tickets are $75 and available online at www.
chateaugcc.com or at Chateau Country Club’s
main office. Members of the Club will receive a
$10 discount per ticket. For more information call
467-1351.
Chateau Golf and Country Club is located at
3600 Chateau Boulevard in Kenner.

tured are 12 Seasons, Acme Oyster House, Austin’s, Bravo’s, Café Du Monde, Casa Garcia, Chateau Café, Chateau Pub, Copeland’s, Deanie’s,
Dorignac’s, Gambino’s, LaBella’s, Mr. Ed’s, Mr.
John’s/Desi Vega Steakhouse, Pascal’s Manale,
River House, Ruth’s Chris, Thanh Trúc Bistro, Zea
and many more.
Yenni said, “The event, which is dressy casual, will be held poolside as the band Groovy 7 is
scheduled for another memorable performance.”
Among the wines to be served include Jordan, Silver Oak, Franciscan, Simi, Belle Glos,
Sonoma Cutrer Russian River, Perrier Jouet and
Piper Heidseick provided courtesy of Republic
National Distributing Company, Purveyor of Fine

Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts kicks off 2013-2014 season with Tony Award
winning musical “42nd Street”
Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts
musical, underdog Peggy Sawyer, fresh off the bus
has announced their line-up of Broadway shows
from Allentown, Pennsylvania, is plucked out of
for their upcoming 2013-2014 season in Kenner’s
the chorus to save the show when leading lady,
Rivertown District.
Dorothy Brock, breaks her ankle and cannot go
The season opens with “42nd Street,” di- on. The show features many memorable songs
rected by Gary Rucker, which will run from Sep- including “You’re Getting to Be a Habit with Me,”
tember 13 through September 28, 2013 on Fridays “Dames,” “I Know Now,” “We’re In the Money,”
and Saturdays at 8:00 p.m. and on Sundays at 2:00 “Shuffle Off to Buffalo,” “Lullaby of Broadway” and
p.m. Individual tickets range from $32 to $37. Sea- “42nd Street.”
son tickets and group and military discounts are
Directed by Cherie Ducote, the play, “13”
available.
will start October 11 and run through October
“42nd Street,” the story of hard work, being
20. “Harvey,” starring Ricky Graham and directed
in the right place at the right time and talent and
by Gary Rucker, will open on November 1 and
love is a celebration of Broadway and the people
close on November 16. For the holidays, “Annie,”
involved in shows. In the Tony Award winning
directed by Kelly Fouchi, will be presented from

December 6 until December 22.
“Under The Boardwalk,” directed by Rich
Arnold, is a musical revue accompanied by a live
big band orchestra and inspired by the music of
the Four Seasons, the Beach Boys and Motown
will run January 10 through 25, 2014. “Ladies of
the Camellias” will open March 14 and close on
March 29, 2014 and will be directed by David
Hoover. Directed by Ricky Graham, “Young Frankenstein” will be presented from May 9 through
May 24, 2014.
Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts
kicked off its 2012-2013 season in September 2012
with a new name, a new management company,
Theatre 13, and new artistic directors, Gary Ruck-

er and Kelly Fouchi.
The new directors said the mission of Theatre 13 is to bring new and exciting productions
to the New Orleans area while providing local theatre artists with an opportunity to perform, create
and be compensated for their work. Theatre 13 is
producing a wide range of professional theatrical
performances, from musicals to children’s theatre.
For tickets call the box office at 461-9475 or
468-7221 or visit www.RivertownTheaters.com.
Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts is
located at 325 Minor Street in the heart of Rivertown.

Airport

by taking the initiative to rezone New Orleans’ land
for them, thus reducing the steps in the process by
one and lessening the bureaucratic cluttered road
map to approval that will cause a developer to say, ‘I
can do that.’”
Mayor Yenni says the effort to return the buyout land to commerce some 25 years after the buyout
took place is one of the most important initiatives
that his administration and the City Council have
undertaken. “Just think what a difference it would
make in the Kenner economy if the buyout properties were redeveloped and had value in the tens of
millions of dollars plus becoming the site of a thousand or two thousand new jobs,” said Yenni. “We’re

grateful to our friends at UNO and the Louisiana
Recovery Authority Comprehensive Resiliency Program for giving us the opportunity to forge ahead
with a plan to bring these properties back into commerce.”
Yenni also thinks it will help that he and New
Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu have a good working relationship and a shared interest in putting
the unused land back into commerce. Referring to
the fact that both mayors have known each other
since boyhood and are graduates of Jesuit High
School, Mayor Yenni said, “This is one of those instances when it helps to have a couple of Blue Jays
working together.”

from page 1

Orleans owns the land and it is very unusual for one
city to own property in another city. To further complicate matters, FAA regulations still apply to the use
of the land. For example, no matter what the land is
zoned, the FAA would not allow the land to be used
for residential purposes or have a school located on
the property.”
Quigley said Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni
has been advocating the rezoning of the property
since the beginning of his mayoral term in 2010 and
was determined to find a way to fund the study required to determine the best use of the properties.
The University of New Orleans undertook this task
and recently released its final report and recommendations. “Importantly, the $238,125 cost for the study
was funded by the Louisiana Recovery Authority
Comprehensive Resiliency Program,” said Quigley.
Hebert says, “Unfortunately, bureaucracy isn’t
a fast-moving process. We are closely coordinating
with Kenner’s District 1 Councilman Gregory Carroll
and District 2 Councilman Joe Stagni because the
buyout property is located in their council districts.

Dardenne
from page 1

tax credits and expert advice.
“I’m really excited to see Rivertown,”
Dardenne said after the tour. “I’ve heard about
it, but this is my first chance to see it.”
Dardenne was full of compliments for

It’s also important that we obtain input from the
residents of Kenner, the remaining council members,
the city of New Orleans, the New Orleans Aviation
Board’s executive staff, and the Kenner business
community. The intent is to create a new zoning classification that’s flexible in design to accommodate
various types of permitted uses through well crafted
development standards while also protecting the
existing neighborhoods from any potential adverse
impacts. The goal is to place the property back into
commerce thus becoming a source of constant sales
tax and property tax revenues for the city.”
Quigley says that when the Yenni administration began to explore the complexities of bringing
the buyout land back into commerce, they were
stunned to find that a developer who wanted to
bring a project to any portion of the buyout tract was
looking at least at a 16-month “nightmare” of going
from agency to agency trying to get approval for a
project.
“Admittedly,” said Hebert, “It would be a nightmare. It’s very difficult to visualize a developer so
intent on proceeding that they would go through
such a frustrating and confusing process. What we
are attempting to do is help streamline the process
Yenni and the Kenner City Council, saying that
the use of a new OMV office as a way to help
preserve and revitalize an historic area like
Rivertown is an exciting and trend-setting development. “This is all about preserving a place
that is historic in nature,” Dardenne said. “We
in Louisiana know how to preserve things.”

Join Us For An Event.
We Invite Your Membership.

The Kenner Professional
Business Association’s
sePTemBer LUNCHeON

Tuesday, september 17
speaker:

IfTIKHAr AHmAd

Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport director of Aviation

Topic: Airport in Transformation
E-mail reservations@kpba.biz to make
luncheon reservations
Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. Meeting at 12:00

reservations@kpba.biz
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Automotive

Keeping your car longer may be a good idea
By Scott Zimmerman
Deciding
to
keep your vehicle for
the long term can really be a wise idea.
After you have
finished paying off your vehicle it can give you
a return on your investment that those who
trade their vehicles off do not get. Not having
a car payment can open the door to some new
monthly revenue that was previously going out
the door. This new-found money could be a
lasting resource if you make the right decision
to preventatively maintain your vehicle. This

means that spending a little money on your car
will keep your vehicle in dependable and eyepleasing condition.
The most common mistake that many consumers who have paid off their cars make is
they forget to invest money into the automobile
they are keeping. They could easily end up with
a major breakdown or a vehicle that is not nice
looking or comfortable which can then make the
owner feel he has to get a new vehicle and so he
gets back in debt again. There is no capital to be
gained in this case.
However, most automobiles today can be

maintained at a very dependable level and can
roll up over two hundred thousand miles. The
approximate cost to maintain an average vehicle
is about $1,200 to $1,400 per year. These figures
can vary depending on the present condition of
the vehicle. Having preventative maintenance
performed should usually result in only three
to four visits to a professional repair facility in a
year. It is well worth the effort and smart money
wise to do so.
To take the guesswork out of when to perform preventative maintenance, regular service
schedules should be maintained. Repair facili-

ties and service shops will certainly be able to
guide you as to what needs to be done to keep up
your vehicle properly maintained to prevent any
costly breakdowns or repairs.

will vary widely. All banks use credit score numbers now to determine what rate potential customers qualify for.
What’s your credit score? If you don’t know,
you should find out. Go online and search “credit
score.” There will be plenty of resources to help
you determine your credit score. For a few dollars
you will know what to expect, as your credit report
and score will reflect any
late payments, judgments
or other issues with your
credit. The best scores are
800 or higher, however,
anything over 700 is pretty
good and you probably
won’t have any problems
and should qualify for a
good rate. A credit score
in the 600 to 700 range can
cause rates to vary. Many
factors are considered
such as your job, how long
you’ve been in the bureau
and, of course, your current debt. If you’re buying
too much car and your payment will not fit into
your budget with your current monthly obligations, the bank will probably require more money
down or ask you purchase a cheaper vehicle.
If your credit score is below 600, then what
can you expect? There are no iron-clad set of rules
for people in this situation. Although banks won’t
loan you any money, other sub-prime lenders will.
In fact they specialize in loaning money to highrisk customers. Naturally their rates are high, 18
to 26 percent in most cases. Also many local finance companies will help you as long as they feel
you can pay them back without too much problem.
Expect that the rate is going to be high because
you have a history of paying slow, or not at all.
Used car rates start at 2.9 percent with a really good credit score of 700 or higher. However if
your score is in the mid-600s you can expect a very
reasonable rate such as five to 10 percent for up
to 60 months.

It is amazing how many people walk into a
used car dealership to buy a car and when asked
about their credit respond, “I guess it’s good, I
don’t know.” After processing their info through
the credit bureau, in some cases, they have had
two or three repossessions and have never paid
anybody! It is very discourteous and a waste of
time for both parties as they can’t qualify to buy
a car.
Used car dealers have
found that local credit
unions have been ready to
lend money at really good
rates. Usually you are dealing
with a credit union that also
keeps the business dollars
within the local economy.
If you are looking to
purchase a used car and have
a relationship with a local
credit union or bank, speak
with them and even get prequalified before you go shopping for that next vehicle.
When at the dealer you can
then compare that rate with the rate the dealer is
offering and can use that information to make an
intelligent decision on which way to go.
Many times not only is the price of the car negotiable, but so is the interest rate. It is always best
to be prepared when you drive on a lot to purchase
your next vehicle.!

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned
and operated full-service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard
in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is
www.scottystireauto.com.

How to finance your next car
By Doug Turner
So it’s time to
upgrade your current
ride, but you don’t
have the resources to
pay cash. What can
you expect in the current financial atmosphere?
Well there is money available out there with
rates as low as zero percent on new cars and 2.9
percent on used.
Some manufacturers are currently offering
zero percent on their 2013 cars, trucks and SUVs
to move them before the 2014s arrive. They will

also offer you a choice of a rebate or zero percent
financing. Rebates could vary from $1000 to as
much as $7,000 to $8,000. You will need to shop
around and compare the interest savings to the rebate they are offering. The smart shopper should
negotiate the best deal, then put a pencil to the
savings with the rebate or zero percent. Of course
the lender, GMAC, Toyota Motor Credit, Ford Motor Credit, etc., will require that you have excellent
credit history for loan approval.
If your credit is less than perfect it brings up
a whole different set of circumstances and the rate

WANTED: NEW ASSOCIATES
We are looking for a few serious people to join our energetic and
progressive thinking company. You provide the energy and we will
provide everything you need to become a success in the real estate
industry. Call (504) 433-6464 for more information.

Williams Office

4140 Willians Blvd. Kenner. LA 70065

“If you are looking to
purchase a used car and
have a relationship with
a local credit union or
bank, speak with them
and even get pre-qualified
before you go shopping
for that next vehicle.”

Doug Turner is president of Deal’n Doug’s
Autoplex, which stocks all types of vehicles,
cars, trucks, SUVs and vans priced from $5,000
to $25,000, located at 6900 Veterans Boulevard
in Metairie. Turner, in the automobile business
for over 30 years and a fourteen year member of
the Better Business Bureau, was appointed in
2009 by Governor Bobby Jindal to the board of
the Louisiana Used Vehicle Commission, which
licenses and oversees the used vehicle industry in
Louisiana. Turner can be reached at 887-3131 or
online at doug@dealndougs.com.

Kenner Star Past Editions
www.kennerstar.com
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Government
Two major road projects completed at no
cost to city
city to be included in Paths to Progress. The improvements located throughout Kenner are worth a
A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held on August 8, 2013, at the Kenner City Park Pavilion to
celebrate the completion of two Paths to Progress
construction projects on Vintage and Loyola drives
in north Kenner.
Both projects repaired damaged concrete panels, then the streets were resurfaced with a highquality asphalt overlay also including the repairing
of curbs and the addition of ADA-compliant accessible handicap ramps. The work, completed by Barriere Construction, improved Vintage Drive, from
Loyola Drive to the Duncan Canal and Loyola Drive,
from West Esplanade Avenue to Vintage Drive, at a
cost of $4.6 million.
Paths to Progress is a $90 million program administered by state and federal officials in Orleans
and Jefferson Parishes to repair major roads that
were damaged during hurricanes Katrina and Rita
in 2005 and then used as hauling routes during recovery operations after the storms.
The two Kenner projects are among 21 in the

$27.7 million in total and come at no cost to the city.
Eight projects have been substantially completed,
seven are underway and construction is expected to
start on six others.
“I want to thank the Louisiana Department of
Transportation and Development and the Federal
Highway Administration for the excellent work so
far in Kenner,” Mayor Michael S. Yenni said. “Residents will not only appreciate the improvements
to these streets and others throughout the city, but
also the fact that Kenner taxpayers don’t have to pay
any money for Paths to Progress.”
For more information on the Kenner projects in Paths to Progress visit www.kenner.la.us/
pages/section_2_307.asp. For questions about
Paths to Progress, call 1-800-574-7193, email paths2progress@gmail.com or go to the program’s website, www.pavingLAroads.com. Residents can also
visit the Paths to Progress Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/paths2progress or follow Paths to
Progress on Twitter at @paths2progress.
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Pre-register for

FREE TARP
INSTALLTION
(call for details to see if you qualify)

Fire • Wind • Water • Hail

r e s t o r at i o n

Emergency Service for Fire Damage repair,
Wind damage repair, Water damage repair,
Hail damage repair, Structural repair, and Force drying.
MARTZ INC. | 4240 Williams Blvd. | Kenner, LA 70065 | 504-417-6526

www. mart z inc. com
Martz_0813.indd 1

What’s Hot On
The Market Today!

7/26/13 10:44 PM

CONCHITA L. SULLI
& ASSOCIATES, INC.
Where Service Is On The House

Conchita L. Sulli
Realtor

1733 42nd Street
Kenner
Excellent income generating 12-plex
with many updates. Walking distance to many amenities.
MLS#962339
$849,000

4148 Rhone Dr.
Kenner
Chateau Estates is where you will find
this corner beauty. Offers 4 bedrooms,
formal and informal areas.
MLS#963156
$240,000

4104 Alabama
# 11 Kenner
End unit. With 2
bedrooms. Lovely
updates. Move
right in.
MLS#929638
$97,000
Licensed by the Louisiana Real Estate Commission

Sulli & Assoc_0913.indd 1

1014 St Julien # A1
Kenner
Updated 2 bedroom condo plus single
car garage. Corner unit.
MLS#0950615
$129,000

937 31st Street
Kenner
Unique luxurious
home: salt water
pool, private
gym, and levee
location . Great for
entertaining.
MLS#962326
$75,000

500 Wilker Neal
River Ridge
Corner lot lends itself to future
expansion of this one bedroom home.
Rear yard access.
MLS#954127
$40,000

1020 St Julien #117
Kenner
Lovely 2 bedroom condo priced
right. Located across from the pool.
MLS#929638
$97,000

Active Kenner resident
and business woman.
Housing specialist with
over 33 years in
the business. Native in
both English and Spanish.
Call me today
for all your
Real Estate needs.

(504) 464-6224
Conchita@conchitasulli.net
Mobile: 504-234-3474

www.conchitasulli.com
8/24/13 10:31 AM
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Home

Common plumbing drain problems
By Dan Dormady
Plumbing problems have been on the
rise in recent years.
By understanding how
your pipes work and
the risk factors involved, you can responsibly maintain your home’s piping systems and avoid a major
repair.
Typically, homes have a water distribution system for domestic water supply to the fixtures and a
drain piping and vent system for the waste system.
We will focus on commonly observed drain piping

problems and some tips on how you can handle them
if they happen to you.
Early warning signs of a clogged drain line
include slow draining or a “gurgling sound” in your
toilet bowl or sink. Moreover, if water unexpectedly
appears on the floor or in a bathtub when running
laundry, this may be a sign a clog has developed in
the main sewer line. Ignoring these early warning
signs, almost always leads to bigger problems down
the road.
Hair, oil, heavy paper and mineral build-up associated with hard water and improper installation
can all be contributing causes of clogged drain pip-

Mon-Thur 8am-11pm
Fri-Sat 8am-12pm
Sun 8am-10pm

Chilangos Restaurant Authentic Mexican Food
2723 Roosevelt Blvd. Kenner, LA 70062 • 504-469-5599
SpecializeS in: FajitaS
Rib eye 16oz $14.99 • Hand Made Fresh Soft tacos
Oyster 1/2 Shelf • Seafood cocktails
House and top Shelf Margaritas
lunch Menu 8am-4pm $7.99
Chilangos_0813.indd 1

ing. In kitchens, failure to wipe down pots and pans
and allowing grease to enter your drain piping is the
another frequent culprit.
Whether your drain piping shows signs of clogging or not, periodic cleaning and maintenance of
this piping is a good idea to prevent future problems.
For general drain cleaning, flushing your drain piping with hot water and baking soda once every month
or two should keep most drains clear. Use four tablespoons of baking soda dissolved into two quarts of hot
water. Pour this slowly down into the sinks.
If you have a clogged drain, there are a handful
of treatments available. First, take an old fashioned
bell plunger to your clogged drain. However, more assistance is often needed. You can next try chemical
drain cleaners, but be very wary of chemical cleaners
as they are hazardous materials and require special
handling.
We don’t recommend any of the commonly
available chemical drain cleaners as they can be dangerous to use and can damage your piping. You need
to find a 100 percent biodegradable drain cleaner. It
won’t harm your pipes or the environment. It’s nonacidic, non-caustic, non-corrosive and safe to use on
any kind of pipe or drain. Biological drain cleaners
use enzymes to eat away at the buildup in pipes. They
work best on organically-based clogs such as soap
scum but are not as effective as chemical cleaners
at removing mineral deposits. Enzymes don’t work as
well on hair clogs, so to keep drains clear that tend
to collect hair, such as in the shower and bath, install
small screens atop drains. They will help keep hair,
lint and other clogging elements out of the pipeline

in the first place. Biological drain cleaners tend to
work slower than chemical ones but are safer for piping systems.
The “greenest” way to clear the drain of course
is to take your drain apart and simply remove the hair
or clog. You can also use a coat hanger as a simple
snake. There are plastic drain cleaners that have
teeth to pull the hair/clog out that are available at
hardware or discount stores for under $5. A plunger
or mechanical drain snake – along with a little elbow
grease – can often free up clogs as well or better than
chemicals.
More serious clogs may require a plumber to
snake the pipes and physically remove the clog. The
most severe blockages, which you are trying to avoid,
may require you to install a new section of piping,
and in most of our homes today it is under the slab
and can be expensive.
Lastly, a great garbage disposal cleaner utilizes
two cups of white vinegar or citrus fruit mixed with
ice cubes. Grinding the cubes with the vinegar or citrus fruit in the disposal helps keep drains clear, clean
and smelling fresh.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional
engineer and licensed home inspector and the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally
owned consulting engineering firm specializing
in residential and commercial building inspection
services. Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O.
Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’
website is www.criterium-dormady.com..

7/26/13 10:43 PM

Third Annual

Kenner Wine and Food Event
Thursday, October 3, 2013 • 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.
Limited tickets available online at www.chateaugcc.com
or at Chateau Country Club main office

100 different wines
Cuisines from 20 top restaurants

Tickets $75 per person
$90 at the door

12 Seasons, Acme Oyster House, Andrea’s, Austin’s, Bravo’s, Café du Monde, Casa Garcia,
Chateau GCC, Chateau Pub, Copeland’s, Deanie’s, Dorignac’s, Gambino’s, LaBella’s,
Messina’s, Mr. Ed’s, Pascal’s Manale, Ruth’s Chris, & Zea.
Proceeds go to Raintree Children & Family Services, who help protect and guide needy and neglected children and teens.

www.raintreeservices.org

Sponsored by Chateau Country Club, First Bank & Trust, Guffey Insurance,
Magnolia Foundation, Mayor Mike Yenni, Nicoll’s Limousines, & RNDC.

Entertainment by Groovy 7. Poolside, Dressy Casual

CHATEAU WINE & CHEESE_0913.indd 1

8/24/13 10:35 AM
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Health
Ankle sprains very common
orthopedic injuries

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL

79

$

By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
Ankle sprains
are among the most
common injuries
treated in an orthopedic practice. Sprains represent injuries to ligaments which, along with
other structures, provide stability to joints. Ankle sprains can occur in patients of all ages but
are common among young and middle-aged active individuals. Ankle sprains are very common
in recreational to professional athletes.
Diagnosis of an ankle sprain is made with
a careful history, physical examination and often radiographs (X-rays) to rule out fracture.
Patients typically report a twisting type of injury to the ankle and note onset of pain, swelling,
bruising and often difficulty bearing weight on
the affected limb. Physical examination shows
tenderness to palpation of the injured ligaments in addition to swelling and bruising, and
may show joint instability.
Approximately 90 percent of ankle sprains
involve the lateral ligaments which are located on the outside of the ankle. Lateral ankle
sprains are the result of an inversion injury
where the ankle “rolls in.” Injuries to the medial ligaments (inside of ankle) and syndesmotic ligaments (high ankle sprains) are less
common.
Treatment of acute ankle sprains involves
rest, ice, compression and elevation (RICE).

Immobilization is often used for a short period
and may include, depending on severity of injury, a cast or removable boot, a splint or taping.
Crutches may be used if weight bearing is difficult. Gradual progression of activities is allowed
as symptoms abate.
If patients are slow to improve, a physical
therapy program can be helpful to regain motion, increase strength and decrease swelling.
For patients with prolonged pain and dysfunction, additional diagnostic testing such as an
MRI scan may be helpful to diagnose an occult
injury to cartilage or bone.
Most patients recover fully following an
ankle sprain. Some patients with multiple or severe ankle sprains, however, experience ankle
instability which sometimes requires surgery
to correct. To properly diagnose and treat an
ankle sprain, an evaluation by an orthopedic
surgeon is necessary.
Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified
orthopedic surgeon with over 10 years
experience. The Orthopedic Center for Sports
Medicine is a multi-specialty center dedicated
to complete musculoskeletal care with focused
expertise in shoulder and knee injuries.
Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie.
For additional information call 467-5900 or
visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

School
KDHSA begins first school year
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CLEANING/X-RAYS/EXAM

New patients welcome.
Evening & weekend
appointments available.
Schedule an appointment at
LakesideDentalCare.com
or call (504) 833-3200.

FAMILY & SPECIALTY DENTISTRY
2400 Veterans Blvd / Suite 210 / Kenner, LA
(504) 833-3200

Dr. Cheng You

General Dentistry
Dr. Huiying Chen

General Dentistry
Dr. Ian J. Landesman

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

LakesideDentalCare.com

General Dentistry
All patients must be at least 18 years old (or accompanied by a parent/guardian) to receive any specials.
ADA#1110, 0210, 0150. This special only applies to patients with no dental insurance.

Two Great Locations In Kenner

SAINTS LSU TULANE

Football Party
Catering
Call ahead to order - 465-9444

Buffalo wings, chicken tenders, jambalaya,
mini po-boys, mini muffalettas,wraps, etoufee,
pasta, salads, boiled shrimp, meatballs, dips, pastries
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy’s first year’s students attended the
opening day of school on August 15, 2013. Principal Jesse Watson welcomed 396
students and their parents to morning assembly. KDHSA will be temporarily located
on the campus of the Jefferson Parish Public School System’s former Joseph S.
Maggiore Elementary School located at 2504 Maine Avenue near Roosevelt Boulevard
and 25th Street. A new school will be built in Kenner on the Loyola tract.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Everyday
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm
6:45 am - 10 pm
www.chateaucafe.com

ChateauCafe_0913.indd 1

8/24/13 10:38 AM
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Airport

evacuation special
Good thru
9/30/13

Purchase of $400 or More

Purchase of $500 or More

Must be presented at time of purchase, gift certificates excluded

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
Work Struts • Brake Service
Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning
Kenny Polizzi, Nick Gambino,
Scott Zimmerman (owner)

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com
Scottys_0913.indd 1

8/25/13 12:51 PM

A world class designer for a
world class airport
By Iftikhar Ahmad - Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport Director of Aviation
In a few short
months, the New
Orleans Aviation Board will be debuting the exciting look of the new $650 million Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport North Terminal.
We have been actively working on the design of the
terminal envelope since July, the same month that
we were pleased to announce that famed architect
César Pelli and William Raymond Manning of Manning Architects had joined the Crescent City Aviation Team (CCAT), the group charged with shaping
a world class airport terminal in New Orleans set to
open ahead of the 300th anniversary of New Orleans.
They will bring a vision and world class experience
to the project that is uniquely New Orleans.
Mr. Pelli is known locally for his work with Dr.
Norman Francis, president of Xavier University, to
design the St. Katherine Drexel Chapel at Xavier
University, a project he completed free of charge.
On an international scale, Mr. Pelli is known for his
extensive writings on architectural issues in the
form of books and issues of professional journals
dedicated to his designs and theories. The award
winning architect has received the Aga Khan Award
of Architecture for the design of the Petronas
Towers in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Other awardwinning projects designed by him include the San
Bernardino City Hall in Bernardino, CA; the Pacific
Design Center in Los Angeles; and the United States

Embassy in Tokyo, Japan. His airport terminal work
includes the widely recognized TWA Terminal at
JFK in New York, the Washington National Airport
Expansion and the new airport terminal at Winnipeg, Canada. A major reason for selecting Mr. Pelli
is his avoidance in design of formalistic preconceptions and his belief that the aesthetic qualities of a
building should grow from the specific characteristics of each of his projects such as its location, its
construction technology and its purpose.
Since July, a series of meetings and milestone
work sessions have been taking place to reach an
approved design concept for the building envelope
and interior. The purpose of the meetings is to provide the opportunity for an interactive dialogue between the airport and stakeholders with the design
team, with a meeting goal to establish a clear understanding of the project development and allow
direct input to the design process. At the meetings,
the design team prepares a series of exhibits, intended to depict progression of the design elements
and design alternatives. The sessions have been
to date conducted in a highly interactive manner,
generating mark ups, sketches and diagrams, to be
used to further the design process. Items discussed
in these sessions have included terminal area
functional and operational flows, terminal plan
refinement, terminal exterior mass and envelope
page 16
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Kenner resident Dr. Nicole Russo joins dental practice of Dr. James Crouch
By Joy Hirdes
Nicole Russo is a ball of energy, however, when
it comes to practicing dentistry, she can be totally still.
“I’m extremely active,” said Russo, 28, who this past
June joined the dental practice of Dr. James Crouch
in her hometown of Kenner.
Born and raised in the city of Kenner and a confirmed avid athlete, Russo vividly remembers playing
t-ball as a five-year-old at Muss Bertolino playground.
As she grew she played softball, third base, in fact,
and remained dedicated to that game through travel
teams, high school and college at Auburn University,
where her Tigers advanced to the regional playoffs
three of the four years she was there. Russo attended
Auburn on academic and athletic scholarships.
“I knew I wanted to work as a health professional
and for a long time, I thought, an orthopedic surgeon,
but that lifestyle seemed too hectic and the fellowship
and the residency, it was too much for me,” Russo said.
It was during her senior year at Auburn while
sitting in on a talk about the qualities of a good dentist that Russo said she realized, “That sounds like
me.” Trademarks such as communicating, caring for
patients, working with your hands, being meticulous
and sort of a perfectionist to an extent, Russo said,
described her. And dentistry, being a mix of art and
science, was attractive to her, as well. “Every millimeter counts when you’re working in someone’s mouth,”
Russo said. “Perceptual ability and the ability to visualize things before they happen are a must.”
But first she needed time to relax. Following
graduation from Auburn in May of 2007, Russo returned to Kenner, to allow herself a year to “work normal hours.” She soon found herself accepting a substitute teaching position at her high school alma mater,
Archbishop Chapelle. “I taught English II, regular and
honors, and a creative writing course,” she said. “I also
was the assistant varsity volleyball coach.”
As that ended, and dentistry loomed in her future, Russo began working as a dental assistant for Dr.

Terry Fugetta in Metairie. “I loved, loved, loved it,” she
said. “Everything about it.”
“We sure enjoyed having her chair side,” said Dr.
Fugetta, a Metairie dentist for over 30 years. “Nicole
is an extremely bright and very personable individual.
She is technically as proficient as you can be.” Russo
worked with Dr. Fugetta for a year and a half and
completed the application process for the LSU Dental
School, which can take upwards of six months, she
said. Russo enrolled as a dental student in July of 2009.
Russo said dental school was tough, however,
her busy lifestyle had prepared her well. “Others
would complain about the demands but it was fine for
me,” she said. “I was used to morning workouts, after
school practice and study halls – long, full days. I actually found I had more free time while in dental school.”
Russo also realized her time as a dental assistant with
Dr. Fugetta was invaluable learning, one that gave her
an edge in dental school. “I didn’t realize how much
I was learning on the job until I saw the PowerPoint
presentations and I’d realize “Oh, that’s what he was
doing,” she said. “And I had actually done that.”
Fugetta said the one thing you can’t teach a
dental student is how to be caring towards the patient.
However, he said, Nicole’s got that. “She is going to be
an asset wherever she lands,” said Fugetta.
During her second year of dental school, Russo
began seeing patients and filling cavities. By senior
year she was in the clinic four days a week. These
days, Russo works five days a week at Dr. Crouch’s
office, averaging a steady amount of fillings, crowns,
extractions and root canals every day. “Preventative
and restorative care is so much better today,” Russo
said. “And people are more aware of their health.”
She said her chance to join the practice of longtime Kenner dentist Dr. Crouch was a stroke of luck
mixed with some school pride. “Dr. Crouch said he
receives many resumes but he opened mine and saw I
graduated from Auburn. His daughter had played volleyball for Auburn and the rest is history,” said Russo.
“I was in the market for a new associate and I

heard there was a Kenner girl looking for a job,” said
Crouch, who has practiced dentistry for 29 years in
Kenner. “From the moment I met her we clicked right
off the bat. One thing led to another and I offered her
a job. Nicole is a self-motivated individual, which is
what I like. She is hungry for all the information she
can get. It’s really working out very well.”
Russo still makes time, most evenings of the
week, to participate in recreational adult sports
leagues. She is currently involved in tennis, volleyball,
softball, kickball and flag football leagues.
Dr. Crouch and Dr. Russo’s office is located at
231 West Esplanade Avenue, Suite A and their office
phone number is 468-9859.

Dr. Nicole Russo

Proven to Pay the Most
.

Over 30 Years Experience Locally Owned
EARN MORE ON
%

20

GOLD
SILVER
PLATINUM

MORE

Excludes Coins, Diamonds & Watches. One Coupon Per Customer.
Expires 10/31/13. Code: KS-0913

TopDollarGoldBuyers.net . 504.287.4450 . 2537 Williams Blvd (next to Taco Tico)

2151 Williams Blvd.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

469-3503

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

your football party headquarters

Ice cold Beer
to go!

BarBecuinG?
top off
your tank

Ice Cold Package
Beer
24 pk suitcase

19.99

ProPane
Sold By the Gallon

Bud
Bud Lite

Coors Lite
Miller Lite

20 PaCK

longneck Bottles

16.99

Dr. Nicole Russo
0913_Ice_House.indd 1

Bud
Coors Lite
Bud Lite
Miller Lite

8/24/13 10:42 AM
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Real Estate

Testing the boundaries
By Linda R. Martin
Ownership of real
property is a privilege
that once belonged
only to kings and nobility and as masters of

our own domain we each take our home and lands seriously. Boundary disputes can provoke the nastiest of
all sentiments between neighbors. Many of these can
be avoided if both parties have a clear understanding
of facts, proper documentation and a willingness to

HOME OF LUXURY
FOR LE$$
NOW IN STOCK OVER 60 LATE MODEL LUXURY VEHICLES
MERCEDES BENZ • BMW • INFINIT • LEXUS • CADILLAC
LINCOLN • JAGUAR • VOLVO

15th AnniversAry sAle
2006 Mercedes Benz

cLs500

MINT COND, 76,388 Miles,
STK#V3206F. 504.887.3131

22,690

$

CheCK Us OUt On the WeB

www.dealndougs.com
$3000 down plus TT&L, 4.9%, W.A.C.

6900 Veterans Blvd., Metairie, LA
DealnDougs_0913.indd 1

504.887.3131
8/24/13 10:44 AM

come to fair agreements.
Boundary issues can arise at any time, so know
your facts. The time to do this is before signing a purchase agreement, whether buying land, a house on
land or a condo. Learn about your rights and responsibilities as far as trees, landscaping, driveways and sidewalks, or any area where you might come in contact
with your neighbor. Property lines should be clearly
described in official records including a property title
and land plat. Online resources make these records
readily available in many areas. When in doubt, hire a
licensed surveyor to establish where the property line
is actually located and mark the findings clearly.
It is also well worth your time to understand
mineral and water rights, forest issues, wetlands determinations and other covenants. Know if there are
any easements on your property. If there is a recorded
easement on your property, it may be exercised at any
time. Understand your responsibilities before building, clearing or using property close to a boundary line.
Building over, on or close to a property line may violate
laws and incur costs that are avoidable.
The value of some property is greatly enhanced
by its view. That can change if a neighbor plants or
builds obstructions. Many areas and neighborhoods
have rules and regulations governing the obstruction
of views, so check carefully before starting any large
project.
The most frustrating property line issues arise
around the common fence. Whether designed to distinguish the property lines, provide privacy or to contain livestock and other animals, fence owners invest a
significant amount of time and money in the construction and maintenance of these valuable assets. Check

local ordinances and neighborhood rules so as not to
violate rules already in place.
While many people cherish and value trees, they
have a lifespan and needs that must be met. Large
trees that overhang buildings, fences or boundary lines
pose a threat. While perfectly healthy trees can fall or
break given specific circumstances, if neglect can be
proved, a property owner might be liable for damages.
Insurance companies may get involved when damage
is incurred by falling limbs and if negligence can be
proven, your insurance rates might be affected.
Felling large trees is a difficult endeavor and
should be undertaken only by qualified individuals
who are bonded, licensed and insured. Tree work that
may pose any risk to your neighbor’s property should
be discussed in advance of the work.
If you are in a dispute over property lines, rights
of way or other boundary issues, be a good neighbor
and treat your neighbors as you would want to be treated. If you are in a community or condo, there may be a
group designed to help work through issues like yours.
Mediation may be a way to avoid costly litigation and
may aid you in finding ways to adjust the property lines
so that there is equity. Finally, once an issue has been
resolved, ensure that all property lines and agreements are clearly and legally recorded and marked so
that everyone is clear from then on.

Ahmad

a water cannon salute and a New Orleans welcome
for their passengers with Mardi Gras beads and refreshments. The new jet seats more passengers than
the former aircraft which is resulting in a continued
increase in enplanements at our airport.
I feel like this year we are finally beginning
to reap the rewards from the hard work our Aviation Board and staff have been doing. Our past
accomplishments have served as building blocks
for all of the good news that I have been pleased
to share with you this year. I look forward to what
tomorrow will bring.

from page 14

refinement, and terminal interior space refinement.
The solicited feedback in the meetings from participants is used by the design team to further refine
the design. The challenge given to the design team
from the beginning has been to achieve a “New Orleans aesthetic” for the interior and exterior of the
airport. At this stage from what I have seen, I believe the challenge is on the way to being met.
In other news, last month vacationexpress.
com wrapped up their seasonal direct service to
Cancun, Mexico from our airport and were very
pleased that the summer venture was a rousing success. The weekly non-stop flight was aboard Aero
Mexico which departed and returned each week on
Sunday. In addition to new flights and new destinations, I am pleased to announce that Armstrong International Airport was selected to debut a new aircraft on August 1. American Airlines chose MSY to
be the location for the inaugural flight of their new
regional jet aircraft – CRJ175. We celebrated its arrival on the established non-stop Chicago route with

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana,
can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently
owned and operated company. Visit the company
website at www.gardnerrealtors.com.

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
may be reached at director@flymsy.com. Check
your local listings for the air time of the Armstrong
International Airport 30 minute television program, “Airport Alive” or view it on the airport website, www.flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport
Alive” link on the “News and Stats” page. You can
now follow the airport on facebook.com/MSYAirport and twitter.com/NO_Airport. To find out how to
be a volunteer at the airport, click on “Ambassador”
on the airport’s website homepage.

Jefferson

Parish

Offender Watch
The nation’s leading
registered sex offender
management and
community
notification tool.
http://www.jpso.com/SexOffenders.aspx
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Hair Styles Unlimited

Lindy and the great chili
confrontation
By Ed Clancy
When
Lindy
Boggs recently passed
in late July at the age of 97, the verdict was just about
unanimous. America lost a great lady. A nice lady. A
kind lady. She usually got what she wanted in the
world of Washington politics with her combination of
“velvet and steel.” A regular steel magnolia.
But shortly after she became the first woman
from Louisiana to be elected to Congress she learned
you can’t always get what you want. 1973 was Lindy’s
first year in Congress (having run for the seat held
by her husband Hale, who was presumed killed in a
plane crash in Alaska) and it was also my first year
in Louisiana. One of my first encounters with her was
when she decided to show Washington what cooking
chili was all about. Just before the cook off I talked to
her on the air about the big day. A column I wrote in
the Kenner Star in 1999 told of Lindy’s great bravery
in the face of congressional chauvinism:
“On April 4, 1974, the ‘Great Chili Confrontation’
of the U.S. Congress was held at the Press Club in
Washington, D.C. It was no contest from the start
– the judge was from Texas. The contestants were
Senators Barry Goldwater of Arizona, John Tower of
Texas, Joseph Montoya of New Mexico, Robert Taft of
Ohio (chili in Ohio???) and our own Lindy Boggs. She
entered not to save the honor of women, but to save
the honor of Louisiana!
Lindy Boggs took up the great chili gauntlet and
jumped into the fray (if not the chili), upholding the

Salon & Spa

3635 Florida Ave • Kenner, LA
464-5949

tradition of Louisiana by using a recipe concocted
by former Governor Jimmy Noe. It includes – and I
make the sign of the cross as I say this – Louisiana
sausage! I can hear them Texans right now –‘Not in
my kitchen.’
And Tabasco sauce. Take that Barry Goldwater!
And – God help us all –she cooked the beans
separately from the sauce. I mean, she never put
them in at all during the cooking...Lindy told me ‘it’s
the only way to make Louisiana Bayou Chili.’”
Lindy (and Louisiana) lost the cook off – to the
Texan – but the thing you have to know about her is
that she really could cook. She prepared many meals
in her home on Bourbon Street.
There were three other occasions that brought
Lindy and me together. The first was her appearance
on my WWL radio show in our old studios in the
French Quarter. Things were a little cramped in that
old shotgun double and I had to interview my guests
sitting side-by-side with them. Any closer and the
guests would be in my lap. I felt a little embarrassed
for Lindy, but she was a trouper and came through it
smiling. In spite of the fact she was fighting a horrible
case of bronchitis; she didn’t cancel on me and was
Lindy the “Lady” at all times. (She was always so
soft-spoken, so Southern, I wished she had a volume
control and I could crank it up).
Our next meeting occurred when she was my
guest on “Calling Ed Clancy” on WLAE-TV Channel
32. It was a call-in show and one of the people who
called in (as a surprise to Lindy) was her daughter
page 18
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Have you ever
heard, “I just want to
get through Christmas?” I have. Usually,
what this means is that someone feels stressed and
overwhelmed. The solution to this is to plan ahead. If
you begin now, you can have the sort of relaxing and
fun Christmas experience that you really want.
With the luxury of time and planning, you can
significantly reduce the emotional and financial
strain. You should always start with a plan. Make a
list of the Christmas gifts that you plan to purchase.
Christmas is in the middle of the week this year; therefore, remember to look at your vacation schedule. Will
you have time off before or after Christmas? Put together a schedule of items to be purchased and events
that you would like to attend. Also, what did you dislike mostly last year? Was it a certain event, certain
people or some other stress?
Now that you are organized, look at the list
of gifts to be purchased. Our extended family in the
past exchanged gifts between all of the brothers and
sisters and families, then we changed to exchanging
gifts with one family each year and now we do not exchange gifts at all. Exchanging nothing at first seemed
odd, but then we realized that we were spending a lot
of time looking for presents for folks who didn’t really
need anything. One of the post-Katrina realities our
family practices is the process of simplifying our lives
and reducing clutter; buying everyone a little something just doesn’t make sense.
We now focus on events together, such as dinners, sports events and other activities. These activities are more entertaining and do not waste time nor
money on stuff we really do not need. In fact, most of
my family enjoys cooking, so we now enjoy cooking for
each other and recipe sharing.
For those people for whom you really do want to
buy a present, think about what they might enjoy. Put
together a list and schedule a shopping plan. If you
have any leftover gift cards, this is a great time to use
them. With gift cards, you can buy gifts at those stores
or with restaurant gift cards you can purchase sauces,
cookbooks, etc. With your list in hand you can have fun
matching up the old gift cards to present recipients.
Many credit cards and financial services offer rewards

points so use them up. You should take advantage of
both time and opportunity. For the remaining gifts
schedule the specific time and store where you want
to shop. With the luxury of time and a list you can now
be opportunistic and buy special items on sale.
Many people value experiences more than gifts.
Accordingly, think about the experiences your recipients might enjoy. The experience could be a sports
event, a meal at your house, a holiday home tour, a
special musical performance, etc. Whichever event
you have in mind, plan them now and if possible buy
tickets.
Also, remember some of the nicest holiday
events are free, such as, caroling in Jackson Square,
musical services at church and the Christmas boat parade at West End. For older relatives an invitation to
one of these events including pick up along with coffee
or dessert out will be a much better gift than another
item to put on the shelf.
If you have younger children, one of my favorite
experiences is the big book basket. Buy age appropriate books at the second-hand store and wrap them up.
Start 15 or 20 days before Christmas and let your children open up one each night. Read the books together
to create fun family time and a sense of excitement as
the holiday approaches.
Finally, if you want to have a party, consider hosting it after Christmas. My parents did this and it became a family favorite. It gave us all something to look
forward to after Christmas. Only later did I learn that
my mom shopped during the after Christmas sales for
her table decorations and some of the special foods
that she served.
With proper planning you can really enjoy Christmas this year because you won’t be wasting money
and you will be spending time with the people who are
most important to you. Remember, Christmas is supposed to be a time of peace and good will. Be an agent
of this peace.

Clancy

flabbergasted to say the least, because she had seen
them all in Washington, but she continued for almost
five minutes about how professional – and funny –
my remarks were. I literally floated out of the Hilton.
And that’s why I and so many others will miss
Lindy Boggs. She had the ability to make you feel ten
feet tall. That’s also why she got so much legislation
passed including the Equal Credit Opportunity
Act of 1974 which made it illegal for creditors to
discriminate against applicants based on race
and other factors. Lindy was the one who made
sure women were included in the law. It was said
that every woman who has a credit card or a home
mortgage can thank Lindy Boggs. It was definitely a
man’s world back then and when Hale Boggs’ plane
disappeared and her family urged her to run for his
seat in Congress she said, “The only thing that almost
stopped me was that I didn’t know how I could do it
without a wife.”
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Cokie from Washington. Great show. This time it was
Lindy who was a little embarrassed as her daughter
kept telling us what a great mom Lindy was. Lindy
was known for her style of saying only good things
about people and it was then that I realized Miss
Lindy could dish it out but she couldn’t take it.
Speaking of her saying nice things, I found
myself on the receiving end in 2003 when I was asked
by New Orleans District Attorney Harry Connick,
Sr. to speak at a luncheon for his long-time office
assistant, Zully Jimenez. Also on the dais were Angela
Hill, Wendy (Mrs. David) Vitter (who knocked ‘em
dead) and Lindy Boggs. Speaking gigs are like playing
golf, one day you’re hot and the next you’re not. On
this particular day I was hot. At least I felt I was. Not
as dynamite as Wendy Vitter, but good enough. (If she
ever runs for anything, I’m voting for Wendy).
When the luncheon tribute to Zully was all
over, I started to leave, but Lindy came up to me
and started telling me what a great job I did. I was

Guy Williams is president and chief executive
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams
Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager, can be
contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and
Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Ed Clancy can be reached via email
at edclancy2@aol.com or at his blogsite,
ed-clancy.blogspot.com.
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Ochsner-Kenner named one of U.S. News & World Report’s 2013-14 Best Hospitals
By Dawn Puente, M.D.
Providing topnotch quality care
to the community of
Kenner and the surrounding areas is our priority at Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner. Recent accolades from U.S. News
& World Report show that we are doing just that
and we are proud to offer this level of care to Kenner residents right in their own back yard.
According to U.S. News & World Report’s
2013-14 Best Hospitals rankings, Ochsner-Kenner
was ranked number two in the New Orleans metro
area, second only to Ochsner Medical Center on

Jefferson Highway, and is number six in the state.
In addition, U.S. News recognized Ochsner-Kenner
as “high performing” in gastroenterology, which
means a standard of performance nearly as demanding as that of the national rankings was met
in this field.
U.S. News publishes Best Hospitals to help
guide patients who need a high level of care because they face particularly difficult surgery, a
challenging condition or added risk because of
other health problems or age. The rankings are
based on a comprehensive evaluation of hard data,
such as patient survival rates, patient safety data,

nurse staffing, patient services and available technology, in addition to a reputational score based
on surveyed physicians. Ochsner’s combined high
level of care, integration of services and geographic presence allow us to offer our community some
of the best healthcare in the country.
We are proud of this collaborative effort from
our entire staff which emphasizes our commitment to making quality healthcare available to
our patients.
It is our hope that all Kenner residents will
take the opportunity to see what our growing facility has to offer. Patients deserve accessible and

quality service and we are dedicated to providing
this to our neighbors in this community.
Dawn Puente. M.D. is vice president of medical affairs at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Dr.
Puente, who serves as East Bank Regional Medical Director for Ochsner Health System, is board
certified in internal medicine and has been with
Ochsner since 1987. For more information on
the services and physicians at Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner, call 464-8000.

Advances in treatment of chronic back pain gives hope to thousands
By Allan Katz
An astounding 60 to 80 percent of all Americans will at least once in their lives suffer the
agony of chronic back pain.
“Chronic back pain won’t
kill you but it may make you wish
you were dead,” says Dr. Reda
Tolba, a pain management specialist at Ochsner Medical Center in Kenner. One of Dr. Tolba’s
specialties is the management
of chronic back pain. “Chronic
back pain is one of the most
debilitating of all medical conditions,” says Dr. Tolba who has
been at Ochsner-Kenner since
early this year. “It can keep a
person from work. It can make
even the most ordinary aspects
of life unbearable because of the
constant pain.”
But the good news, says
Dr. Tolba, is that major scientific advances
in interventional pain management, physical
therapy and medications offer relief for thousands of chronic back pain patients. At the
same time, he says, there have also been ad
vances in back surgery in patients when indicated.
“Disorders of the spine or the spinal nerves

can not only be agonizing but can lead to severe
impairment of the ability to walk or function in a
normal way,” says Dr. Tolba. “Fortunately, there
has been in recent
years a major emphasis in medicine on research and improved
treatments for these
conditions. Today, at
hospitals like OchsnerKenner, we have the resources to work with
patients in ways that
simply did not exist 15
or 20 years ago.”
Dr. Tolba says
he’s especially glad to
be at Ochsner-Kenner
where pain management specialists,
surgeons and other
members of the patient care team work together
to get the best possible results for chronic back
pain sufferers.
“We understand the first thing that patients
who suffer chronic back pain want is relief,” says
Dr. Tolba. “That is our first goal and we’re usually successful. The second goal is to restore the

“There are instances where
surgery is indicated but, in
many cases, we are able to
relieve the pain and restore
the ability to function using
the latest pain management
interventions, physical
therapy and medications.”

Ochsner Medical Center welcomes new
dermatologist
In August 2013, Ochsner Medical Center
welcomed dermatologist Dr. Lauren Ploch to their
staff. Dr. Ploch earned her bachelor of science and
master of education degrees at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee. Dr. Ploch received
her medical degree and completed her residency
in dermatology at Tulane School of Medicine in
New Orleans. She is board-eligible in dermatology.
Dr. Ploch will be practicing at Ochsner Medical Center’s Dermatology Clinic on the 11th floor
located at 1514 Jefferson Highway in New Orleans
and will be available for same day appointments.
For more information or to schedule an appointment, call 842-3940.

patient’s ability to function, including a return to
work. There are instances where surgery is indicated but, in many cases, we are able to relieve the
pain and restore the ability to function using the
latest pain management interventions, physical
therapy and medications. These things cannot be
accomplished overnight but they are achievable.
The most satisfying moment for the members of
our team at Ochsner-Kenner is when a patient
who was previously in agony leaves us with a big
smile and a confident upright walk.”

Dr. Reda Tolba

U P DAT E
The city of Kenner is undergoing a significant number of
construction-related projects along major thoroughfares
and some residential streets.
These improvements are a direct result of multiple
programs that have committed to investing in Kenner’s
infrastructure improvements.
To find the status of any Kenner road construction project
go to www.kenner.la.us, click on the “Government” tab
and then select “Pardon our Paths to Progress.”
This webpage provides updates and information
regarding road projects either in progress or scheduled
to soon to begin. Details will include locations and
brief construction details, as well as the organization,
programs and funding associated with each project.
Continue to check back for updated information
to minimize potential temporary inconvenience in
connection with the progress and projects.
The schedules are tentative and subject to change on a
weekly basis.

Dr. Lauren Ploch
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Natural disaster planning for your business
By Marie M. Clesi
As a business
owner, you know
that some challenges are expected
while others may
appear with little or no warning. Don’t let a
natural disaster catch you unprepared. Here are
some steps you can take to protect your employees, secure your assets and get your business
back up and running in the event of a natural
disaster.
Protect your employees
The safety of all onsite employees and visitors should be your first priority. Take the time
to plan evacuation routes and exits from your
facility and mark them accordingly. Installing
proper emergency lighting will help show the
way in case of power failure. You may also want
to designate staff “safety wardens” to guide and

assist any emergency efforts, including regular
drills. For some emergencies, taking shelter is
the proper response. Identify appropriate shelter spaces in your facility and make sure that
they are kept clear of any items that would limit
their capacity or safety should their use become
necessary. For more information about emergency life safety procedures, visit the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
Secure your assets
Effective disaster preparedness means
protecting your critical business assets. These
may include your facilities, equipment, software
and data. Depending on where you are located,
there may be measures you can take to harden
your facility against natural disasters. Contact
a qualified contractor to discuss risk mitigation
construction techniques for your building or office. As an added precaution, you may also want

to research places where you could temporarily
relocate your operations if disaster strikes. To
protect other physical assets, it’s important to
maintain a comprehensive, up-to-date inventory of the items and equipment used in your
business. You may also want to videotape these
items and then store both the inventory and the
video in a safe location, away from your property.
Digital assets are increasingly important for all
manner of businesses. Instituting regular backup procedures for critical software and data will
help ensure that your business maintains access
to the digital infrastructure it needs.
Get up and running
Following the disaster, you’ll want to resume business as quickly as possible. Keep a
name and telephone number list of contractors
or repair firms who could make emergency temporary repairs or board up windows should some

of your buildings be damaged. You’ll also want to
maintain a list of key suppliers, creditors, customers and employees you need to contact about
the state of your operation. Finally, construct
a financial plan to cover continuing payroll expenses and debt obligations.

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie
Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner
resident and a select State Farm agent, is a
Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter
(CPCU) providing auto, home, renter’s, life
and health insurance along with financial
services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can
be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@
statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.
marieclesi.net.

Latin American News
The Health Insurance Marketplace
By Rafael E. Saddy
The Health Insurance Marketplace
will bring opportunity to millions
of Americans to shop for health insurance. The
marketplace will make it easy to shop for and
compare prices and benefits for all of the health
plans offered in our state – all in one convenient
place. Low-cost or free plans will be available, depending on your income. But, regardless of cost,
all plans are now required to cover important
benefits, like doctor visits, emergency care, prescriptions and more. To learn more about these
benefits there are several websites available that
you can visit for information such as www.healthcare.gov or call 1-800-318-2596 or visit AARP’s
Health Law Answers at www.healthlawanswers.
org or www.mileydesalud.org to view in Spanish.
An estimated 5.4 million uninsured Latinos stand
to gain coverage.
It’s an easier way to shop for health insur-

ance. One application, one time and an individual
or family can explore every qualified insurance
plan in the area. Most people will be able to get
a break on costs, 90 percent of people who are
currently uninsured will qualify for discounted or
free health insurance. Clear options with applesto-apples comparisons, can directly compare
health insurance plans on the basis of price, benefits, quality and other factors.
The Health Insurance Marketplace, even for
those who have insurance, should bring added
peace of mind. Beginning in 2014, insurance
companies can no longer deny coverage when
you or a loved one need it most – even if you have
a pre-existing condition, like asthma, diabetes,
high-blood pressure or even cancer. And if you
or a family member becomes ill or injured, your
insurance company can’t put dollar limits on your
coverage or cancel your plan. Plus, young adults
can stay on their parents’ health insurance plan
until they turn 26. Even if your child is in school,
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“Low-cost or free plans
will be available, depending
on your income. But,
regardless of cost, all plans
are now required to cover
important benefits,
like doctor visits,
emergency care,
prescriptions and more.”
living away from home – or even married – as
long as they’re under age 26, they can stay covered on your plan.
Marketplace initial open enrollment period
starts October 1, 2013 and ends March 31, 2014.
Coverage starts as soon as January 1, 2014. Marketplace eligibility requires consumers to live in
its service area and be a U.S. citizen or national
or be a non-citizen who is lawfully present or with
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) in the U.S. for
the entire period for which enrollment is sought.
For a detailed list of eligible immigration statuses visit www.healthcare.gov/immigrationstatus-and-the-marketplace.
Community announcements
Sept. 15 - Oct 15 – “Hispanic Heritage
Month” initiated by Congress in 1968 to celebrate
the diverse cultures, traditions and valuable contributions of Hispanic/Latino people in the United States. For activities information in the metro
area call 464-4619.

Sept. 13,14 &, 15 – Carnaval Latino presented by Hispanic American Musicians and Artists Cultural Association at the Riverfront New
Orleans. For information call Laura Jerez at 4635838 or 528-8560.
Sept. 14 – Unidad Hispanoamericana
presents a family show and folkloric dances commemorating the Independence of Central America, Belize and Mexico at The Esplanade mall in
Kenner from 3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. For information
call 466-1483.
Sept. 20 – Pro Bono 25th anniversary Justice For All Ball at the Audubon Tea Room from
8:00 p.m. to midnight, for information call 5814043.
Sept. 21 – Belize Association of Louisiana
presents Belize 21th anniversary dance at Silhouette Hall, 3505 N. Hullen, Metairie form 9:00
p.m. to 1:00 a.m. Music by Ovi-G and the Froggies,
Cover charge includes food. For information and
tickets call 512-0103.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The
center offers various programs as well as access
to information and referrals for all sorts of issues.
For information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 has Hispanic TV
programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information and program schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and click
on the KTV 76 logo.
I leave you with this thought: “Do not dwell
in the past; do not dream of the future, concentrate the mind on the present moment.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer
for the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy at lacal1234@
bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent to
P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.
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When the numbers don’t work
By Steven A. Watts
Bankruptcy is something that
none of us want to experience. Nevertheless, as a final option, bankruptcy
can be a valuable tool to help an individual get his financial house in order. When finances get tight, some
individuals immediately consider filing for bankruptcy protection.
This is always a bad choice as many times agreements can be structured outside of bankruptcy that will provide a debtor with the relief
he needs. However, when there is no other avenue for relief, seeking
protection under the bankruptcy laws may be a person’s best option.
So what is the purpose of bankruptcy? It is a means by which an
individual may receive a discharge from his indebtedness and thereby
obtain a financial “fresh start”. Of course, not all indebtedness is dischargeable. Some debts, by law, will survive a discharge in bankruptcy.
Additionally, all property that is not exempt under Louisiana and
bankruptcy law will become part of the “bankruptcy estate” and thus
will become subject to the administration of the bankruptcy trustee
and creditor’s claims. Another words, you can’t keep all your property
and discharge all of your debts. There is a price to be paid. Also, there

is a limit on the number of bankruptcy filings one can initiate. For
instance, a debtor who receives a Chapter 7 bankruptcy cannot file
and be granted another Chapter 7 discharge within eight years. If the
relief previously granted was a Chapter 13 “wage earners plan,” the
debtor cannot file again for protection for another six years.
Finally, when considering bankruptcy, one needs to consider
whether to file for protection under Chapter 7, which provides for liquidation and distribution of the debtor’s assets or Chapter 13 which is
a plan to reorganize one’s debts. In a Chapter 7 filing, the debtor will
likely lose all non-exempt property. This property will be liquidated
by the bankruptcy trustee and paid to the creditors of the debtor. In a
Chapter 13 filing, non-exempt property can be retained by the debtor
provided that the bankruptcy court approves the debtor’s plan. A typical plan provides for a payment of creditors over a period of three to
five years. At the end of the payment plan period, the debtor will receive his discharge. And one final important point, if you can afford
to pay your debts, you may be ineligible to file for protection under
Chapter 7. The law now provides for a “means test” that measures
ones projected income with his debts at the time of filing for protec-

tion. If one does not meet the terms of this test, Chapter 7 liquidation
is not an option. This restriction was put into place to prevent individuals from ignoring the intent and purpose of the bankruptcy laws
and abusing the system.
Of course, there is much more detail that needs to be considered
before filing for bankruptcy. Bankruptcy is a very personal and case
specific undertaking. One should seek the advice of a credit counselor
and attorney before making such a life changing decision.
Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana State Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney for over 35 years. His office is
located at 4200 S. I-10 Service Road, Suite 110, in Metairie. Estate
planning, wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and corporate, franchise and real estate law are his primary areas of practice. Watts is also the owner and manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can
be reached at 836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.

Community
Airport director of aviation, Ahmad, to speak at KPBA monthly meeting
Iftikhar Ahmad director of aviation for Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International Airport will be the featured guest speaker at
the Kenner Professional Business Association’s monthly luncheon
meeting on Tuesday, September 17, 2013.
The meeting will be held at Chateau Golf and Country Club,
located at 3600 Chateau Boulevard in Kenner. Networking begins
at 11:30 a.m. and lunch starts at noon. Reserved tables for eight
are available for $250. Reservations are required to attend and can
be emailed to reservations@kpba.biz. The KPBA is a communitybased networking organization for men and women. For more information about attending the KPBA meetings or joining the club
visit www.kpba.biz.
Ahmad will make a presentation on the transformation of the
airport that will cover progress made at MSY since May 2010. In addition, Ahmad will discuss airport business strategies, air service
and strategic issues. The presentation will also focus on planned

efforts to build a new terminal on the north side of the existing airfield inside existing footprint by May 2018. Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International Airport has an economic impact of $2.6 billion with 12,000 direct and indirect jobs. The airport handles about
8.5 million passengers annually, 250 daily flights and 38 non-stops.
The airport serves 80 percent of all passengers coming to the state
of Louisiana.
Prior to taking the New Orleans position, Ahmad has held
leadership positions at Houston Airport System, Nashville Airport
Authority and Dayton International Airport. Ahmad’s airport experience entails managing up to $107 million annual revenues on
the operating side and coordinating up to $3 billion on the capital
side. Ahmad has handled critical job functions for more than fifteen years in the aviation field and has managed day-to-day operations of major airport facilities and developed successful business
strategies for airports.
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Ahmad has a master’s of civil engineering and a bachelor’s of
civil engineering from Oklahoma State University and he also possesses a professional engineer’s license in Texas. Ahmad is married
and has two sons.
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(504)
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“11 years experience”

FREE ESTIMATES
Call today for
expert installation by
Brazilian native

Fernando.

Ceramic - Marble
Porcelain - Stones
Floors - Backsplashes

Owner/Installer: Fernando Calore
292-2461
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Bruins pleased to be back in Jefferson Parish League
By Ken Trahan
Bonnabel High
School carries the
banner for the city of
Kenner.
As the only high school within the confines
of one of Louisiana’s largest cities, Bonnabel has
produced many success stories, both on and off
the field.
That is certainly true in football. From the
early days of Willie Hof’s brilliant coaching and
the talent of Tommy Wilcox, Bonnabel established
itself as a significant entity in football. The Bruins
of Hof and Wilcox played for the 4A state championship in 1977, narrowly losing 21-20 to Bobby
Hebert and South Lafourche in the title game.
The Bruins have enjoyed great leadership
under the likes of Hof and Mike Villemarette, in
particular. The Bruins feel they have such leadership in head coach Reggie Rogers now.
Entering his third year on the job, Reggie
Rogers has done a solid job of returning the Bruins
to respectability. Bonnabel reached the 5A state
playoffs in 2012, going 5-4 overall and 2-3 in district play. Rogers is 10-8 in his two seasons on the
job.
“The last two seasons have been building
blocks, getting the program running,” Rogers said.
“I’m very proud of the work the kids have put in.
This is the first freshman class we brought in and
I think the progress will continue to show on the
field. We expect to put a good product on the field
this season.”

In the midst of debating and petitioning the
Rondrick Crockem (6’3, 175) are the other startLHSAA on which district to play in following re- ers on the outside.
classification, Bonnabel played the last couple of
“Evans is lightning in a bottle,” Rogers said.
years in a district which included Destrehan, East “He is a game-changer. He has great quickness. His
St. John and Hahnville. While the Bruins compet- football knowledge is unbelievable. Once you uned well, they are back home in 2013, competing in
derstand what you are doing, you maximize your
what is basically a Jefferson Parish Public School
ability and he really does that as well as you can.”
league (Helen Cox, Ehret, Higgins, West Jefferson)
Tight end Phillip Grayson (6’3, 200) is a realong with Chalmette.
turning starter and standout player. Delonte WilRogers is ecstatic with the new district
liams (6’6, 190) gives Bonnabel a dynamic duo at
alignment.
tight end.
“It is very appealing,” Rogers said. “It is how
“Delonte is quite an athlete while Grayson is a
it should be. Play the like schools in your parish. very good player,” Rogers said. “That will clearly be
Tradition is important. That is our tradition at
a strength of our team.”
Bonnabel. It is only right to do so. We are looking
The offensive line returns a pair of starters
forward to it.”
in junior guard Efrem Spooner (5’10, 275) and
The Bruins return nine starters, including
junior tackle Marcus Martin (6’2, 265). The other
four on offense. Junior Austin Ballard (6’2, 160)
starters up front include mammoth freshman
will run the multiple offense for Rogers. Senior Ivory Scott (6’2, 290), along with senior guard
Nate Moss (6’2, 180) is competing with Ballard for
Clarence Labostrie (5’10, 275) and junior center
the position and both may play.
Allah Nassar (5’10, 235).
Rogers has a speedy sophomore running
“I’m real high on Scott’s future,” Rogers said.
back in Devante Martin (5’8, 165), who steps in to “His father played here. We have some size up front.
replace Darius Gardner, who rushed for 652 yards
Spooner and Martin started for us last year and
and four touchdowns last season.
understand what we are trying to do.”
“It will likely be running back by committee,”
The strength of the 4-3 defensive alignment
Rogers said. “Martin works hard and give you ev- is the defensive front of the Bruins, where three
erything he has. We expect to play others as well.”
starters return from 2012.
The best returning starter is junior wide
Martin is one, going both ways as the nose
receiver Jamal Evans (5’10, 165). Evans caught
tackle while seniors Terrel Conerly (6’2, 255)
32 passes for 567 yards and seven touchdowns in
and Tyron McLemore (6’3, 265) give the Bruins
2012. Junior Darius Parrison (5’9, 165) and senior
superb size that will be hard to move. Senior Charome Williams (6’0, 200) is the other starter at
defensive end.
“We are strong and experienced up front,” Rogers said. “Martin can do it all for us and McLemore
will be a kid to watch, with a good future in the
game. Conerly is very good as well. We will compete well in the trenches. All are good leaders with
good work ethics.”
The linebackers are new, including junior
outside linebacker Elonte Williams (6’0, 175)
and freshman Joe Daniels (6’0, 180). Sophomore
Devin Jacobs (5’9, 170) is the middle linebacker.
Junior Malik Breaux (5’11, 200) is the middle linebacker while sophomore Devin Jacobs (5’9, 170)
will play as well.
“While we don’t have experience at linebacker,
we have athletic ability and I am high on all three
starters,” Rogers said. “Once they learn the game,
they will be good.”
The secondary has a pair of returning starters, including senior cornerback Ryan Cobb (5’9,
165) and sophomore free safety Semaj Franklin
(5’9, 165). Senior cornerback Glen Lewis (5’9, 165)
and sophomore strong safety Kardarius Bryant
(5’9, 165) are the other starters.
“Semaj started at free safety last year and
Cobb is a senior,” Rogers said. “Cobb is a strong,
physical kid who loves to hit. Semaj is a year older.
They should take a load off of the younger guys,
making sure they line up right.”
The Bruins are searching for a kicker and
punter to replace Daniel Velasquez.
The Bruins open at Fontainebleau on September 6 before hosting Slidell on September 13.
The big rivalry game with East Jefferson is on Saturday, September 21 and it will be broadcast on
WGSO, 990 AM and at www.wgso.com.
“It is important to get off to a good start,” Rogers said. “Fontainebleau has good coaching and
has played good defense. Slidell has a proven

coach taking over in Larry Favre. It’s a fun week
with East Jefferson with lots of festivities. It is an
important game in power points. I grew up playing against E.J. They are quite good under Nick
Saltaformaggio. I think the pre-district schedule is
a step up for us but I think the kids will take the
challenge very well.”
A pair of tough road games will follow against
2012 4A semifinalists McDonogh 35 and Holy
Cross in weeks four and five.
“35 and Holy Cross are great programs with
great tradition,” Rogers said. “I tell our kids that
we want to get to where those two programs are
at. I think the pre-district schedule is a step up for
us but I think the kids will take the challenge very
well.”
8-5A play opens on October 10 at home
against tough West Jefferson before the Bruins
head to the West Bank to face John Ehret and
Higgins at Hoss Memstas Stadium in weeks seven
and eight. The season concludes at home against
Chalmette and Helen Cox.
“I think West Jeff is the team to beat, based on
where they were last year,” Rogers said. “They are
certainly the team to beat. Helen Cox will be tough.
Higgins is always physical. The league is tough, top
to bottom. It simply depends on who is healthy and
who is hot, come district time.”
Rogers spent seven years on the staff at Helen Cox under Willie Brooks before accepting the
position at Bonnabel.
“I love Coach Brooks like a brother,” Rogers
said. “We talk everyday. Of course, we won’t be
talking much the week we play them in district. I
deeply appreciate Coach Rick Gaille, who works
with you (WGSO and SportsNola.com). Rick
coached me at Bonnabel as well and I learned so
much from him. Just make sure he plays nice with
me on your ‘Original’ radio show, okay? Make sure
he says I was a good player!”
The Bruins will compete in the playoffs with
fellow public schools on the non-select side of
things.
“We don’t control that aspect so we will play
who we are told to play,” Rogers said. “I have
friends on both sides and we always enjoy competing with the private schools as well. I am curious to
see how this goes. We’ll see what happens.”
As a proud 1992 graduate of Bonnabel, Rogers is happy to be home again and feels that he can
restore the tradition.
“It is a tremendous honor to be home, following the great tradition established by Willie Hof
and Mike Villemarette,” Rogers said.”They reflect
what Bonnabel football should be. I played for
Coach Villemarette. We can reach that level again.
That is the goal.”
Coming off of two winning seasons, Rogers
and the Bruins are well on their way to doing so,
making Kenner proud.
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of
WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and is president and
general manager of www. SportsNola.com. Trahan is the also the general manager and chairman
of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum
in the Louisiana Superdome, and runs the Life
Resources Sports Ministry.
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Lighten the load: Children and their backpacks
By Craig Goodwin
In a recent study
by the Product Safety
Commission, more
than 7,000 school
children present in
the emergency room for the treatment of injuries
related to backpacks. Research has shown that a
backpack that weighs more than 20 percent of a
child’s weight can have adverse effects on the low
back. On average, children carry a backpack load
of 22 percent of their body weight. Also, use of only
one strap over a shoulder will make muscles strain
to compensate for the uneven weight. The spine
leans to the opposite side, stressing the middle
and lower back more on one side than the other.
This type of muscle imbalance can cause muscle

strain, muscle spasm and back problems later in
life if not corrected. The weight can also pull on the
neck muscles, contributing to headache, neck pain
and arm pain.
Some of the warning signs parents and children should recognize that the backpack is too
heavy is a change in posture when wearing the
backpack, struggling when putting on or taking off
the backpack, pain when wearing the backpack,
tingling or numbness or red marks. Some of the
recommendations for safe backpack use from most
experts include using wheels so that the backpack
can be pulled rather than carried, packing heaviest objects into the backpack first so they are
carried lower and closest to the body, limiting the
backpack weight to 10 to 15 percent of the child’s

weight, wearing both straps, wearing the backpack
over the strong mid-back muscles, using wider
straps and lightening the load.
Choosing a backpack that is ergonomically designed to enhance safety and comfort is important.
Backpacks should have a padded back to reduce
pressure on the back, shoulders and under arm regions, hip and chest belts which will help transfer
some of the weight from the back and shoulders to
the hips and torso, multiple compartments to better distribute the weight, compression straps on
the sides and bottom of the backpack and reflective material to enhance visibility of the child.
The American Physical Therapy Association
encourages parents and teachers to become involved in backpack safety initiatives. As parents,

we need to make sure that our children maintain a
safe load to minimize the chance of injury.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner
and at two other locations in Metairie and on the
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical
School Department of Allied Health Department of
Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted
via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting
www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Government
Don’t be fooled...Unclaimed property is a free service
State Treasurer John Kennedy issued an alert
today to warn Louisiana citizens about an email
scam that directs recipients to provide personal
information or pay a fee in order to claim a large
amount of unclaimed property.
“This scam rears its ugly head every few years
and citizens should be on full alert for email messages requesting personal information in exchange
for finding unclaimed property,” says Kennedy. “I
want people to know with certainty that Louisiana’s Unclaimed Property Division should be the
first and last stop for searching for and claiming
missing money.”
According to the National Association of Unclaimed Property Administrators (NAUPA), taxpayers nationwide are receiving deceptive emails
appearing to originate from a regional auditor of

the association. The email claims that the recipient
has inherited a large amount of money from a deceased relative and promises further details upon
the receipt of personal information. NAUPA does
not proactively search for unclaimed property for
individuals – that’s a job for the states – and does
not contact individuals directly.
Identity thieves use fraudulent emails like this
one to steal personal information or trick an unsuspecting victim into sending in money to process an
unclaimed property claim. Louisiana citizens never
have to pay to search for and locate unclaimed
property.
“It may seem easier to pay someone else to
help you locate your unclaimed money, but it’s not,”
said Kennedy. “There are so-called ‘finders’ who
search for unclaimed property for a fee, but they do

not have access to information that you cannot find
yourself on our website or by calling our toll-free
hotline. When contacted by a ‘finder,’ an individual
should contact our office before signing a contract.
If the money is in our custody, we will be glad to get
it back to you free of charge.”
A finder is an individual or business not affiliated with the state treasury that looks up unclaimed money for individuals for a fee. They comb
through the state’s massive unclaimed property database, look up information that is available publicly and contact individuals to inform them about the
money. Some finders operate within the law, but it
is illegal for any finder to charge fees in excess of 10
percent of the value of the property. Keep in mind
that someone can always claim unclaimed property
from the treasury directly at no charge.
0912_Century_Title_Gray.pdf

Treasure Chest
from page 1

Kicking off the festivities on its actual birthday, Thursday, September 5, Treasure Chest will be
having a “19th Birthday Blow-out.” Players will be
selected to pick a birthday cake and win $190 up
to $1,900 in free play. Guests can visit any kiosk at
the casino to receive a free entry for the drawings
plus earn entries based on play.
Continuing with the birthday events is the
“19th Birthday Hot Seat Giveaway” on Fridays, September 6, 20 and 27. On those Fridays, any players
playing their favorite slot machine or table game
will have the opportunity to win $190 to $1919 in
free play. Players must be playing with their B Connected Card to be eligible. Treasure Chest continues to award players by picking 76 winners every
Saturday in September to each win $190 in free
play. Winners will be picked every hour and as an
added bonus, all unclaimed prized from each Sat-

urday will be rolled over to a grand prize drawing
on Saturday, September 28 where two additional
winners will be chosen to win $1,900 in free play
plus all unclaimed prizes of the month.
To celebrate the community for its support
throughout the years, each weekend in September will be used to honor residents of surrounding
areas with a “Neighborhood Appreciation Giveaway.” On their designated weekends, residents
will have the opportunity to visit any kiosk and win
up to $1,000 in free play after earning 19 points
on Fridays as well as earn and get a free t-shirt
that could contain $15 up to $1,000 in free play on
Saturdays.
For more information contact Treasure Chest
Casino at 443-8000 or visit the B Connected Club.
Customers must be members of the B Connected
program to participate in all events. Membership
is free.
Treasure Chest Casino is located on the north
end of Williams Boulevard on Lake Pontchartrain
in Kenner’s Laketown.

1

“Unfortunately, there are some unscrupulous
individuals who will charge money to search for
unclaimed property knowing full well there is no
unclaimed property to claim,” said Kennedy. “The
worst of the bunch prey on those who need the extra money the most, like the poor and the elderly.”
The state treasury gets in new, lost money
daily and has information on more than $500 million in unclaimed property belonging to Louisiana residents. The treasury’s official website at
|www.LATreasury.com has the most current
and complete records available online. Likewise,
citizens can call 1-888-925-4127 to search for
missing money on Monday through Friday from
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

8/24/12

8:02 PM

In Operation over 18 years
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Parkinson’s support group holds monthly meetings, walk fundraiser in September
When the Big Easy Fleur de Lis Parkinson’s support group
extended family.”
held its first meeting, eleven people attended. In July 2013 the
The group is promoting Macy’s “Shop for a Cause” which will
group celebrated their four year “birthday” with over 60 mem- be held on Saturday, August 24, 2013, to raise money for Parkinbers in attendance. Meetings are held on the last Monday of each
son’s research. Tickets are $5 each and entitle the purchaser to a
month at East Jefferson General Hospital’s Esplanade One room
25 percent discount all day while shopping at Macy’s. To purchase
of the first floor conference center, from 1:30 p.m. until 3:00 p.m.
a shopping pass call Susan at 432-0006.
“At each meeting we welcome newly-diagnosed Parkinson’s
The support group’s second annual fundraiser, Louisiana
disease patients and share tips and tricks for easier living with
Walks for Parkinson’s, is scheduled for Saturday, September 21,
Parkinson’s,” founder Bonnie Huddleston said. “We share news
2013, at Audubon Park. Onsite registration begins at 9:00 a.m. in
about medications, treatments and current Parkinson’s research, pavilion 10 or registration is available online at www.LAwalks4pd.
with an emphasis on how to live well with the disease. We enjoy
org. The walk begins at 10:00 a.m. and the $25 registration fee
our time together and love a good laugh – and there are usually
includes a walk t-shirt, food from popular local restaurants, water,
plenty of those to go around at each meeting. We gain strength
beer, soft drinks and popular sounds of the Midnight Special Band.
and encouragement from each other and have become almost an “This is a family event with a special “Kids Korner” added this year,”

said Huddleston. “We had 300 walkers last year and are hoping
to top that this year. Our popular parade of prizes will be better
than ever, with over 100 items, special baskets, important art and
decorative items.”
“The September 30 support group meeting format is a favorite of members,” said Huddleston. “Group discussions on various
impromptu subjects will be the main focus. New members will
have an opportunity to listen, ask questions and offer their experiences, while seasoned members have much to share regarding
their Parkinson’s journey”
For information on the Big Easy Fleur de Lis Parkinson’s
support group contact Bonnie Huddleston at 905-6355 or at
hhuddl@bellsouth.net.

Jefferson Parish Library offers free online tutoring services
Two electronic services are available to Jefferson Parish
library card holders that can help students do better in school.
Homework Louisiana, a Tutor.com powered program, and Brainfuse HelpNow! connect Louisiana K-12 students, as well as college
students and adults, to a live tutor online for one-on-one help with
homework and other class work. Besides online tutoring, both
programs offer studying and test preparation in all core academic
subjects including math, science, social studies and English.
Homework Louisiana offers both a “Student Center” and a
“College Center” with live tutoring available Sunday through Thursday from 2:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. Brainfuse, along with its tutor-

ing help for students, offers an adult learning center, which helps
adults prepare for the G.E.D., as well as citizenship tests. Brainfuse

“Whether a second grader is having
trouble with addition or a high school
sophomore needs help writing
a research paper, the student is
connected to a tutor who specializes
in their grade level and subject.”

“The great thing about Homework Louisiana is that it is personalized for each student who uses it,” said Jefferson Parish
Youth Services Coordinator Erin Korosi. “Whether a second grader
is having trouble with addition or a high school sophomore needs
help writing a research paper, the student is connected to a tutor
who specializes in their grade level and subject.
Korosi is equally impressed with Brainfuse and all the learning features it offers. “Students often need to collaborate on group
projects or want to study together, and Brainfuse makes that easy
with the “MEET” feature which provides a space for groups to hold
online meetings inside of a Brainfuse classroom.”
Jefferson Parish library cards are free to Jefferson Parish
residents and can be acquired at any library branch.
For more information contact Daniel Gitlin, library information specialist, at 849-8826 or dgitlin@jplibrary.net.

offers live tutoring seven days a week from 2:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
Both services are free for library card holders and available
either at the library or remotely by direct link via the library’s
homepage at www.jplibrary.net.

Can you spell fun? Adult spelling bee to be held at East Bank
Regional Library
The Jefferson Parish Library will hold its first adult spelling
bee at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 11, 2013, at the East
Bank Regional Library located at 4747 West Napoleon Avenue in
Metairie.
Adults 18 years of age and older may participate in the spelling bee. The event is free of charge and is open to the public. Registration is not required. Participants should simply come to the
event on the day it is held.
The purpose of the adult spelling bee is to promote good spell-

ing and good spelling habits, and to expand vocabulary and encourage accurate word usage and pronunciation.
The Jefferson Parish Library’s Adult Spelling Bee is a contest
in which individual competitors are eliminated as they fail to spell
a given word correctly.
For more information regarding this presentation contact
Chris Smith, manager of adult programming for the library at 8898143 or wcsmith@jplibrary.net.

Important weather-related updates
Immediately posted on city’s website
www.kenner.la.us
and on Kenner’s Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/officialcityofkennergovernment
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Aveda’s new invati hair care line
for thicker, fuller hair!

Floating islands planned for Lake
Pontchartrain near Bucktown Marina
Jefferson Parish, in partnership with
the Environmental Protection Agency’s Lake
Pontchartrain Basin Restoration Program
and the University of New Orleans Foundation, will join together to help protect an
existing wetland area on the South Shore of
Lake Pontchartrain. Seventeen five feet by x
20 feet floating breakwater vegetated islands
will be installed that will run adjacent to an
approximate 3.5 acre marsh area on the west
side of the Bucktown Marina.
This project will be installed approximately 60 to 100 feet from the edge of the
existing wetland and is designed to provide
habitat and shoreline protection. Anchors
will penetrate beneath the ground to secure
the floating islands in place. The island mats
are made from non-toxic recycled PET plastic
(polyethylene terephthalate commonly used
in beverage bottles).
The mats, planted with native species,
will grow a root system to the water bottom,
trap sediments and grow toward and tie into

the adjacent marsh. It will strengthen and
flourish into a sustainable mass. It will also
serve as a fish habitat.
The sole local manufacturer and distributor of the floating island system is Martin
Ecosystems, which has successfully installed
similar islands in Lafourche and Terrebonne
parishes to protect bayous, levees and wetland areas.
Funding for this project is made possible
by a $50,000 grant from the University of New
Orleans Research and Technology Foundation, Inc. which manages grants funded by
the United States Environmental Protection
Agency for the Lake Pontchartrain Basin Restoration Program.
Installation is expected to begin within
90 days of August 21, 2013.
For more information contact Marnie
Winter, Director of the Jefferson Parish
Department of Environmental Affairs at
731-4612.
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At GeorGy’s Now!!

Reduce hair loss by 33%
in 12 weeks – 97% natural
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Chateau Golf and Country Club
from page 1

“We were golfers but didn’t know anything
about building golf courses,” Huddleston said.
“Dorvin was much more interested than I in building golf courses. He designed Chateau’s course
and it turned out to be a pretty good design.”
At the time, Kenner was a bustling, quick
moving area, Huddleston explained. “The more
that went on in Kenner, the better it was for further commercial growth of the city.”
Longtime Chateau Estates resident Bryan
Krantz was a young boy when he lived atop the
Jefferson Downs Racetrack in Kenner. The facility
was built along the lakefront after the old Jeffer-

Community

son Downs was destroyed by Hurricane Betsy and
opened in 1971. Krantz said he remembers hearing the sounds of people hunting rabbit and quail
on the Chateau property before it was developed
by Dorvin and Huddleston.
“We built the new racetrack on the lakefront
at what was then Sunset Boulevard and the end of
what was yet to become Chateau Boulevard,” said
Krantz, who lived in an apartment above the racetrack with his mother, Marie, now deceased, and
who served as president and general manager of
the facility.
When the track was built, the state agreed
to widen Williams Boulevard from its existing twolane, two-way road, Krantz said. “It was a boom for
Kenner and Chateau Estates, opening up the corridor of north Kenner.”

1973 Chateau Golf and Country Club, opened its doors.
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2013 Chateau Golf and Country Club, 40 years later.
Krantz, who grew to serve as president and
general manager of the track, and who later built
the Gabriel community on the former track site,
was, along with his mother, an original corporate
member of Chateau Golf and Country Club. Krantz
remains deeply embedded in the Chateau Estates
community where he and his wife reside in a home
they built which sits in close proximity to the clubhouse.
Michelle Swanner Yenni has served as the
club’s general manager for the past five years, as
well as the city of Kenner’s first lady for the past
two years as the wife of Mayor Michael S. Yenni.
Yenni spent much of her childhood at the country
club after her grandfather, Al Swanner, bought the
facility in 1991.
“We were residents of Chateau Estates and my
brother and I would ride our bikes every day to the
club,” Yenni said. “We were members of the swim
team and played tennis. We pretty much grew up
here.”
Yenni’s first job at Chateau was in 1997 in the
club’s tennis shop. From there she served as director of member activities and special events coordinator. A history major in college, Yenni said after
working at Chateau Country Club through high
school and college, she was sure it was a place she
never wanted to leave. “Everyone is so nice, it’s
so family-oriented,” Yenni said. “It’s a wonderful
place to be.”
“My wife and I moved to Chateau Estates
nearly 25 years ago and our sense of community
prompted us to purchase the club and bring it up
to contemporary standards while maintaining the
family-orientated atmosphere. We are still committed to that idea and continue to offer monthly
family activities and have kept the dues as affordable as possible for our members,” said Swanner.
The club offers a host of membership options,
from family to corporate to social to ladies and
singles. On any given summer day, Yenni will find
nearly two dozen kids splashing around the pool
and playing mini-golf or participating in poolside
club sponsored activities.
Several years ago Dennis Hutley, the former
owner and chef of Le Parvenu Restaurant in Rivertown, became the head chef and started overseeing the club’s kitchen, revamping the restaurant’s menu and catering offerings. Members can
enjoy the club’s main dining room which features
a Wednesday night family buffet, Thursday night
steak specials, Friday night seafood specials and

a Sunday champagne brunch along with regular
menu items. Lunch is served every day except
Monday, when the club is closed. The main dining
room’s large bar offers daily happy hour specials
on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. Special
events for members such as French cuisine night,
a Cinco de Mayo celebration, Asian buffet nights,
lobster nights, barbecue nights, bingo, pool movie
nights and wine tastings are regularly held. The
club has free monthly member activities including
an annual member crawfish boil and extravagant
Christmas party. Every year a formal New Year’s
Eve dinner and party are held in the Grand Ballroom. The club offers special food celebrations for
most holidays, such as Fourth of July and Labor
Day. During football season special indoor tailgate
parties are scheduled. Members can join fitness
and line dancing classes. Birthdays, anniversaries,
showers and special events, along with weddings
can be booked in special rooms in the club.
In recent years, the club has hosted the Kenner Wine and Food event, open to the public, as
a community charity affair. This year it will be
continued on next page

In 1971, pilings were driven for the construction
of Chateau Golf and Country Club’s clubhouse.
At the controls of the pile driver was Joseph S.
Yenni, the mayor of Kenner at that time, who
served from 1970 until 1980. Yenni’s grandson,
Michael S. Yenni, is the current mayor of Kenner.
Also on the construction site were, from left to
right, Alderman Anthony J. “Muss” Bertolino,
Marshal Salvador J. “Sal” Lentini, Alderman Larry
J. Hooper, Sr. and Alderman Tommy LeBlanc.
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Community
Chateau Golf and Country Club
continued from previous page

held on Thursday, October 3, 2013 with Raintree
Children and Family Services as the beneficiary of
the proceeds. The country club also hosts another
public, charitable event each year, a Sipping with
Santa fundraiser, which will be held for the fourth
time on Tuesday, December 3, 2013. That event,
which benefits the Kenner Food Bank, has raised
an impressive nearly $100,000 since its inception.
Yenni’s grandfather, who bought additional
property to expand the club’s facilities, renovated
the entire facility after he purchased the club,

adding third floor offices and transforming the
upstairs luxurious grand ballroom. He opened a
fitness center in the clubhouse, a first for a country club in this area at that time. Balconies were
added to the clubhouse to overlook the expansive
golf course, which Swanner completely renovated,
including adding a new drainage system to help
the course drain better and quicker than most
in the area. A men’s locker room and bar were
recently added. Swanner also added new and
expanded tennis facilities with rubico courts. He
also increased parking. Part of his renovations to
the dining room were adding a hand-painted ceiling and installing one of the largest chandeliers
in city in the grand ballroom. The upstairs grand

ballroom now offers a view of the ninth hole on
the golf course and the second floor kitchen was
expanded to better serve large events. Currently,
further renovations and updating are in progress
by Swanner.
To kick off the 40th anniversary celebration,
Yenni said a golf and tennis tournament have been
planned along with a very nice party inviting everyone who has ever been a member.
As Huddleston peers into the future, he sees
nothing but opportunity for Chateau Estates. “The
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city of Kenner has always been a family-oriented
community,” Huddleston said. “And I think Chateau Estates and Chateau Golf and Country Club
have played an important part in the modern development of the city.”
“I’ve seen a lot of positive changes in Kenner
over the years and I’m proud to be a part of the
business and neighborhood community and I look
forward to the future of the club and Chateau,”
said Swanner.
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Football empanadas
By Joy Hirdes
Are you ready for some football? New Orleans Saints
Football!
Whichever team you root for, I guarantee, the crowd
will be cheering you for serving foodieforone football
empanadas! We prepared these last February for a
Super Bowl party as the big game was playing in New
Orleans! The platter we prepared then went in a flash
so we doubled the batch for the first NFL preseason
game this year.
We prepared our football empanadas with our fabulous foodieforone cream cheese dough and
also with the delicious and time saving Goya dough rounds, found in the grocery freezer case.

In 1971 Kenner Mayor Joseph S. Yenni, Dr. Ed Dorvin and Joe Krebs were all smiles
when ground was broken to begin construction of Chateau Golf and Country Club.

“The man who stops
advertising to save
money is like
the man who
stops the clock
to save time.”

Sauté two pounds of ground beef, season well with Cajun seasoning, kosher salt and pepper
and add finely chopped onion. Be sure to add pimento stuffed Spanish olives to the cooled beef!
The flavor the olives add is remarkable.
The cream cheese crust is one stick softened butter, one eight-ounce block cream cheese, softened
and cup and a half of all purpose flour.
When using Goya discs, I uses two discs to one empanadas. Then trim edges to shape as football
and used scraps of dough to make football laces.
Give each empanada a thorough bath in egg wash (one egg yolk stirred). This will give the
empanadas a beautiful golden brown finish.
Place on greased sheet pan and bake at 300 degrees (preheat oven) for 20 minutes!
What fun! They are delicious! And are even better the next day!
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez.
Comments and questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com.
For detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.
Recipe Corner_0913.indd 1

8/24/13 11:16 AM

—Thomas Jefferson

Family Owned & Operated

BREAKFAST, LUNCH
& CATERING
COFFEES & PASTRIES
See menu at www.caffelatteda.com
Call ahead for takeout!

Advertise in the
KENNER STHR • 468-9125

Mon-Sat 6:30 AM - 6:00 PM • Sunday 7:30 AM - 3:00 PM
(Kitchen closes at 3:00 p.m. daily)
5860 CITRUS BLVD. (corner Dickory) HARAHAN
818-0051 818-0053 (Fax)
0113_Caffe LatteDa.indd 1

12/22/12 5:09 PM
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Big Easy Storage is now
a Drop Off Station for the
Kenner Food Bank

468-3474

MoVe iN sPeCials aVailaBle!

50% off 1st 2 months

select size units
limited time offer

Call for Details!

• 24 hour access available
• climate/non-climate controlled
• video surveillance
• on site management
• high & dry
• we accept your deliveries
• hurricane wind rated
• 140,000 square feet
• state-of-the-art construction
• commercial inventory & materials storage
• household goods
• business records
• classic & vintage car storage

Call
for Details!
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www.bigeasyselfstorage.com

www.facebook.com/bigeasyselfstorage
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