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Kenner should experience significant economic impact with new $826 million airport terminal
Detailed designs for a new $826 million north
terminal at Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport were unveiled for the first time on
January 16, 2014, showcasing two concourses with
30 gates in 650,000 the square feet in the terminal
facility, a 2,000-space parking garage and an onsite
hotel overlooking the Veterans Memorial Boulevard
corridor. The north terminal boasts a strategic location designed to provide convenient access and
reduced travel time for both east and westbound
I-10 motorists.
New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu predicted that the bright, modern-looking facility will completely transform the economy in the metropolitan
area, much the same way Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport boosted that city after
opening in 1980.
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni, one of a
handful of local leaders to speak at the press conference, said Kenner will see some of the greatest
benefits from the huge project, which is expected
to deliver a $1.7 billion impact from construction
alone. The terminal is scheduled to open in 2018

with a yearly economic impact on tourism estimated at $3.2 billion.
“Hotels, restaurants and other businesses will
want to take advantage of the increased activity
around the airport during construction, as well as
the boost in passenger volume that a world-class
airport in a world-class city is certain to stimulate
when the project is completed,” Yenni said. “The
best way to do that is to locate in Kenner.”
Yenni pointed out that relocating the terminal
to the north side of the airport property, near Veterans Boulevard, meshes perfectly with the 2030 plan
to rejuvenate the city and improve Kenner’s major
corridors.
“We are redoing the corridors where this new
airport will be,” Yenni said. “The Veterans Boulevard
corridor will become a destination location for businesses looking to capitalize on airport-related activity.”
Yenni said he is confident Kenner will see a
significant economic benefit from the terminal
project because about $300 million in improvements to the existing terminal completed before
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Chief Caraway gives credit for drop in
crime to alert citizens
see KPD crime report
chart on page 23
have proven productive and allowed us to catch
criminals in the act or develop cases that led to
arrests and convictions.”
In 2013 there were drops in Kenner in three
of the seven categories that the FBI uses to classify crime in the U.S. The biggest drop was in burglaries with an 11.6 percent decline. The number
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JCVB marks first year as marketing arm for
city of Kenner
ing state, regional and national organizations that
By Allan Katz

In its first year as the tourism marketing arm
for the city of Kenner, the Jefferson Convention and
Visitors Bureau has played a leading role in bringing
five major meetings to the Pontchartrain Convention and Civic Center.
A year ago, Kenner contracted with the JCVB
with an eye to growing Kenner’s tourism industry.
Violet Peters, president and chief executive officer
of the JCVB, says considerable progress has been
made in the last year in terms of measuring the current size of Kenner’s tourism industry and identify-

Underwater reef to be built near Laketown’s
fishing pier
an assistant commissioner with the Louisiana DeBy Allan Katz

By Allan Katz
The city of Kenner recorded a 5.1 percent
drop in crime in 2013 compared to 2012 and Police Chief Steve Caraway says much of the credit
goes to alert Kenner residents who called police
when they spotted something in their neighborhood that seemed suspicious.
“We have fewer police on the streets than we
did 10 years ago or even five years ago, but Kenner residents have been terrific in their response
to our request that they call the KPD if they see
something in their neighborhood that doesn’t
seem right,” said Chief Caraway. “While there
have been some false alarms, many of the tips

Artist rendering of new north airport terminal

might find Kenner the ideal place to hold a convention, seminar or meeting along with establishing
marketing and tourism events incentive funds.
“This past year we have worked together with
the Pontchartrain Center to bring major meetings to
the facility,” said Peters. Among the meetings lined
up for 2013 and 2014 are the Louisiana state wrestling championships, Johannes Hofinger Conference, Knights of Columbus annual Louisiana meeting, Deep South Regional Conference of Corvette
Restorers and the Vietnam Moving Wall.
“This is just a start,” says Peters. “We have
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The Coastal Conservation Association (CCA)
of Louisiana, Shell Oil Company, the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) and
Pontchartrain Materials are planning to construct
a new artificial reef in Lake Pontchartrain on the
west side of Kenner’s fishing pier in Laketown.
John Walther, who is chairman of the CCA
Louisiana’s Habitat and Conservation Committee,
says that on February 1, 2014, construction crews
will begin to lower 2,000 tons of crushed limestone
into Lake Pontchartrain to build the reef. Walther,
who is a volunteer with the non-profit CCA, is also

partment of Agriculture and Forestry. He says the
artificial reef will benefit marine species from tiny
organisms to redfish, flounder and cobia. The need
for artificial reefs in Louisiana waters, says Walther,
is that coastal erosion has removed many of the
natural reefs that attract a wide variety of marine
species who come to the reefs to mate and give birth
to their young. “The loss of hard bottom habitat represents a huge loss for our fisheries,” says Walther
who is a recipient of Louisiana’s Governor’s Award
for outstanding contributions to conservation.
Walther said that the CCA is working closely
page 23

Lundi Gras annual
celebration to be held
in Rivertown
Lundi Gras in Kenner will kick off at 10:00
a.m. on the day before Mardi Gras, Monday, March
3, 2014 in Kenner’s historic Rivertown with food, fun
and music. Groovy 7 will take the stage at 11:30 a.m.
and play until 3:00 p.m. The public is invited to attend this free event which has been held annually
since 1999.
The highlight of Lundi Gras is the noon arrival
and meeting of the royal courts of the Krewe of Argus of Metairie and the Zulu Social Aid and Pleasure
Club of New Orleans. Both organizations parade on
Mardi Gras Day before thousands of spectators.

Photo by Barry Sprague

Lundi Gras 2013
Argus Queen and King, Zulu King and Queen

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni and the Kenner City Council will be on hand to officially toast
and welcome the Carnival royalty to Kenner. The
center of the activity will be in the parking lot at
400 Williams Boulevard across from the Rivertown

Mayor Michael S. Yenni’s
state of the city address
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Saturn Ring World

ASSOCIATION

Kenner Mayor Michael Yenni gives
his annual State of the City address
at the monthly KBA meeting
Tuesdays @ 11 am & Thursdays @ 6 pm

Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 23 minutes

Learn about the two-story Cassini-Huygens spacecraft which continues to explore
Saturn and its moons during its extended mission. See Saturn up-close and all-aroundyou inside our dome theater. Ring World is narrated by Star Trek’s John Billingsley (Dr.
Phlox on ENTERPRISE) and was produced by NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

into the Deep

Saturdays - 12 p.m. & 2 p.m. H Running time: 32 minutes

Dive into the fascinating worlds of marine biology, underwater geology, and the history
of deep-sea exploration. Journey to the “Lost City” and the RMS Titanic in the Atlantic,
to the famed Galapagos “black smokers”, to the Challenger Deep, considered the lowest
point of the Marina Trench in the Pacific. Observe bioluminescent life forms so strange
looking; they could be straight out of science fiction.

laser mania

Saturdays - 1 p.m. H Running time: 42 minutes

You’ll find a frenzy of fun in this fast-paced and wildly entertaining laser light show. Wonder at thousands
of colorful designs as they dance across a 50-foot dome to the tunes of such popular artists as Shania Twain,
Will Smith, and Sting.

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s
ten, or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our
solar system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back
to look at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GEnEral Public - SaTurday Only H box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
admission: adults, $6 per show H children/Seniors, $5 per show H Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

MegadomeAd_114.indd 1

12/27/13 8:28 PM

Free parking and admission
400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

To become a vendor or for more information
call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211
visit www.kenner.la.us
Farmers Market_1-2Page_0114.indd 1
CityofKennerFP_0214.indd 1

Fresh fruits, vegetables, eggs, and pastries for sale!
Homemade jams and jellies!
Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!

1st & 3rd Saturday every month • 8AM-NOON
12/27/13 8:30 PM
1/25/14 11:16 AM
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ARE YOU READY FOR A GOOD TIME @TCC?

IS W H

E R E TH E

I S!

We’ll Pay Your
Mortgage
for a Year!
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22

Cadillac &

THIS FEBRUARY
YOU CAN GO HOME
WITH A BRAND NEW 2014
CADILLAC ATS SEDAN!

G I V E A W A Y

6:00pm - 11:00pm

30 qualifiers will be
selected to win $200 CASH
and a chance at
the grand prize!

7:00pm - 11:00pm 6 qualifiers will be selected each hour to instantly receive $200 CASH.
11:15pm 4 lucky qualifiers will win $1,250 to pay their next month’s rent or mortgage and

11:15pm

1 lucky qualifier will win the grand prize of $15,000 CASH towards their mortgage for the year!

1 qualifier will be selected
to receive the grand prize
of either a new Cadillac
or $30,000 CASH.

Bonus Early Bird Drawing I 3:00pm

3 people will be selected to win $1,250 CASH to pay their next month’s mortgage or rent!
Receive one free entry for the promotion. Earn entries February 1 - 14, 2014. Must be 21. 100 daily points = 1 entry.
Check in begins at 5:00pm on February 14 for the main promotion. Check in begins at 1:00pm for the early bird promotion.
Grand prize: One-time cash payment of $15,000 to be applied to mortgage or rent for one year. Winner is
responsible for all applicable taxes. Early bird: One-time cash prize is equal to 1 month of winners rent or mortgage
payment with a max award of $1,250. Other restrictions apply. See B Connected Club for details.

Receive one free entry during the promotion. Entries can be earned
February 1 - February 22. 100 Daily Points = 1 entry. Check in begins at 4:00pm
on February 22. Must be 21. Other restrictions apply. See B Connected Club for details.
©2014 General Motors is not a sponsor of this promotion.

5050 WILLIAMS BLVD

|

*Car provided by Murphy Cadillac.

TreasureChest.com

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1.877.770.STOP
TCC_29224Fes_Home is Where the Heart is_Kenner Star AD_10.25”X 6.5”_Run Date 1.23.14
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Orthopedics at Ochsner Kenner gets you back
to doing what you

lOve.

© 2014 Ochsner Health System
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from The Editor

Mayor Yenni sure new airport terminal will give Kenner economy huge boost
By Allan Katz

The largest construction project in
Kenner history will
get underway in mid2014. The $826 million
new Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport terminal will be
constructed on the north side of the existing airport
tract, parallel to Veterans Boulevard.
The huge project is the product of the longrange thinking of New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu
and Airport Aviation Director Iftikhar Ahmad. But it
probably would not have gotten off the ground without the support of Jefferson Parish President John
Young and Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni. If Young,
Yenni, the Jefferson Parish Council and the Kenner
City Council opposed the new airport, it’s likely that
Landrieu and Ahmad would have had to go back to
the drawing board.
In fact, Mayor Yenni is one of the plan’s biggest
and most enthusiastic backers. He sees the new airport terminal as the anchor for the redevelopment
of the stretch of Veterans Boulevard between Williams Boulevard and the St. Charles Parish line. He
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believes that the new terminal will be the catalyst
for the development of new hotels, restaurants and
other businesses along Veterans Boulevard.
The irony of all this is that Mayor Landrieu is following in the footsteps of his father, former New Orleans Mayor Moon Landrieu, who was a driving force
behind the construction of the Louisiana Superdome
– a project that forever changed New Orleans’ downtown and was the catalyst for a billion dollars of new
hotel and business construction along Poydras Street.
It was also the Landrieu administration that in the
1970s built two new concourses at the airport in an
effort to modernize what had been characterized as
a “fourth rate airport.”
The Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport serves over 80 percent of the Louisiana
air traffic in the state. When Iftikhar Ahmad came
to Kenner to take over the Armstrong International
airport almost four years ago the existing terminal
was old, badly designed, and inefficient. It became
clear to Ahmad that the airport needed a new terminal that would be modern in every respect, efficient
and cost-effective.
And then you have the tourism side of the story.

The bottom line for the tourism industry is passenger volume. What the Orleans and Jefferson tourism
communities’ dream of one day is 15 million or more
passengers each and every year passing through the
airport each year. That would add an additional five
to six million visitors annually and would transform
the south Louisiana tourism industry, creating thousands of new jobs and generating huge investments
by hoteliers and other entrepreneurs.
It is expected by officials that wiith the construction of this new world class north terminal, the
airport will increase airline business, improve air
service and create over 20,000 new jobs in the region.
Mayor Yenni is betting that one of the primary
beneficiaries of the new airport will be the Kenner
economy. Yenni believes that Kenner has a great potential for visitors to utilize Kenner’s Pontchartrain
Center, Kenner-based hotels, retailers, restaurants
and to visit Rivertown and Laketown.
Yenni also believes hotels, restaurants and
other businesses will want to take advantage of the
increased activity around the airport during construction. Yenni said because the $300 million in
improvements to the existing terminal completed be-

fore last year’s Super Bowl helped increase sales tax
revenue for Kenner, he is confident Kenner will see
a significant economic benefit from the new north
terminal project.
Among those who think Yenni – and Landrieu –
are on the right track is Violet Peters, the president
and executive director of the Jefferson Convention
and Visitor’s Bureau. Peters has entered into a contract to handle the marketing for Kenner’s tourism industry which now includes almost 2,000 hotel and motel rooms as well as 3,600 tourism-related jobs. Peters
believes that the new marketing plan will generate
more tourism and dollars for Kenner and a new airport
can only help generate greater visitor volumes making
the Pontchartrain Center even busier year-round.
The new Armstrong International Airport will
be a tremendous catalyst for growth in New Orleans,
Kenner, Jefferson Parish and the rest of south Louisiana. And, Mayor Yenni’s decision to back Landrieu’s
vision will prove to have a significant economic boost
to Kenner, during and after construction.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.

Political
David Vitter confirms worst kept secret
By Jeff Crouere
For months, Louisiana political observers have been waiting
for U.S. Senator David
Vitter to make it official. Finally, in an email to supporters, he confirmed
the worst kept political secret in state history. In
2015, Vitter will run for governor of Louisiana.
The added benefit for Vitter is that he does not
have to relinquish his U.S. Senate seat to run for governor. His six-year Senate term does not expire until
2016, so it is a “free shot” for Vitter. As a candidate,
he has a number of significant advantages. He is a
champion fundraiser and should have no problem accumulating a vast war chest for the race. The senator
also has universal statewide name recognition and is
leading in the pre-election polls.
Some may wonder why a U.S. Senator and a
member of the “world’s most exclusive club” would
want to run for governor. According to Vitter, “I believe that as our next governor, I can have a bigger
impact addressing the unique challenges and opportunities we face in Louisiana.”
Throughout his career, Vitter has made no secret of his interest in state government. His political
career started as a Metairie state representative. After seven years in the legislature, Vitter was elected
to the 1st District congressional seat in 1999, beating
former Louisiana Governor Dave Treen in a run-off.
In 2004 he was elected to the U.S. Senate, defeating
a field of candidates including Democrat congressman Chris John. He won re-election in 2010 beating
Democrat congressman Charlie Melancon.
In each race, Vitter prevailed over well known
opponents. With almost a quarter century of political
experience, Vitter will bring a sizable fundraising machine and political operation to the governor’s race.
The position will be open next year because

Governor Bobby Jindal is term-limited. Usually, an
open gubernatorial seat will attract a large field of
candidates, but Vitter’s presence in the field may
serve to limit the size of the race. Already, state Agriculture Commissioner Mike Strain announced he will
not run for governor.
The next question is whether popular Republican State Treasurer John Kennedy will run for governor. Kennedy has $3 million in his campaign war
chest, but lost to Vitter in the 2004 U.S. Senate race.
Kennedy also lost the 2008 U.S. Senate race against
Mary Landrieu. In recent years Kennedy has been a
regular presence on talk radio proposing a number
of reform oriented measures aimed at improving the
operation of state government.
Although he has a large war chest, Kennedy
may choose not to run for governor and opt for the
possibility that a victorious Vitter will appoint him to
the U.S. Senate. However, Congressman John Fleming also hopes that Vitter will appoint him to the Senate position, so Kennedy may decide to run for governor, a seat that seems tailor made for his experience
and interests in state government.
At this point, Vitter’s most formidable opponent
appears to be Republican Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne.
Democratic State Representative John Bel Edwards
has also announced his intention to run for governor,
but he is relatively unknown statewide at this point.
Dardenne is also an impressive politician with
a lengthy track record of political success. He is a
former Baton Rouge state senator, who has won
multiple statewide elections as secretary of state
and lieutenant governor. He is considered to be more
moderate than Vitter, but he has the advantage of not
having any political scandals in his past.
Vitter’s biggest obstacle remains his ties to a
prostitution scandal. Phone records linked Vitter to
the D.C. Madam. He has also been accused by for-

mer New Orleans area prostitutes, the “Canal Street
Madam” Jeanette Maier and Wendy Cortez of utilizing their paid services. Vitter has denied “those New
Orleans stories,” but has never offered a full explanation of his involvement with potentially illegal activity.
The senator has focused on the fact that his family
has forgiven him for such a “serious sin.”
While Vitter has been victorious in his previous
campaigns, a statewide race for governor is quite
different as national issues will not be as prominent.
In the last U.S. Senate race, Vitter was able to run
against President Obama and focus on national issues such as Obamacare. He was also able to succeed
due to the poor campaign of his primary opponent,
Charlie Melancon.
Unlike Melancon, Dardenne is a much more serious opponent and has years of political experience
and success. By next year, others like New Orleans
Mayor Mitch Landrieu, a skilled Democrat politician,
may also enter the race.
Plenty can happen in Louisiana politics over
the next 21 months, but at this early stage, unless
Kennedy makes it official, it looks like a two man race
for the state’s top job.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside
Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00
p.m. Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV,
Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.
weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New
Orleans and the north shore. Crouere is a political
analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at
jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Kenner 2013…Kenner 2030…The best is yet to come
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor
At the Kenner
Business Association’s
January 21, 2014 monthly
meeting, Kenner Mayor
Michael S. Yenni gave
the annual state of the city address and presentation. The following is the text of Mayor Yenni’s
speech. Portions of the address which included
visual references have been modified to accommodate this print version.
2013 was a busy year for the city – one filled
with many milestones in our journey through Kenner’s rebirth, an initiative that has been my priority
over the past years.
Four years ago, when I took the oath to become
Kenner’s 18th elected mayor I began with high hopes.
I acknowledged the many obstacles that Kenner faced
as the sixth largest city in the state of Louisiana – obstacles including the national recession and declining sales taxes, a funding source upon which the city
depends heavily. Despite those obstacles, along with
many others, I pledged to remain fiscally responsible,
properly fund public safety and find solutions.
I planned to strategize with my team to infuse
economic development and locate additional funding
sources to combat revenue decline. I realized Kenner’s
desperate need for infrastructure improvements. I
knew that focusing on that along with enhancing quality of life aspects and utilizing Kenner’s beautiful assets were of most importance.
These five focal points are the keys to making

Kenner the “Community of Choice” that it once was
and that it shall be once again.
In my inaugural speech I admitted to being an
optimist. I stated that Kenner’s brightest days are
ahead. I quoted my grandfather, the late Honorable
Joseph S. Yenni, and said “Man’s ability to accomplish
is only limited by the amount of effort he is willing to
expend on a task.” I knew that with the good character of my team, the solid infrastructure in our departments and the teamwork among administrators that
something remarkable was happening to Kenner, a potential rebirth, a renaissance. And soon its renaissance
will become a reality.
We’ve been busy over the past four years. 2013
was one of our busiest and most successful years yet.
We’ve made and met many goals in each of the top five
areas of focus.
In the area of fiscal responsibility, declining sales
tax revenues and increased costs led to difficult operational budget cuts totaling $8.5 million dollars. We
also eliminated 135 positions and managed to secure
over $15 million in local funds for capital projects.
Contract renegotiation has been a key component of
fiscal responsibility plans as well. Competitive solicitation for managers of Kenner’s Pontchartrain Center
and Rivertown Theatres as well as Kenner’s marketing
and business retention led to new performance-based
contracts with less administrative fees. This process
also decreased or eliminated subsidies and the contracts include marketing funds to attract events. The
consolidation of the Community Services Department
into the Recreation Department not only increased ef-

ficiency but was the first step to eliminating expensive
and unnecessary overhead. The Barbre School renovation into Municipal Building D made a new home for
Public Works and the Recreation Department moved
into the previous Public Works facility, a more centralized environment. The vacant Community Services
building became the new home for the Community
Development Department allowing the termination of
a longstanding and costly lease.
Other city operational expenditures were cut
in various areas to accommodate the necessary
downsize of Kenner’s budget. Previously outsourced
janitorial services were eliminated and brought “inhouse.” Telecommunications line items were cut by
soliciting new providers and obtaining lower service
rates and employee benefits were reduced including the executive pay plan and I voluntarily cut my
own expense accounts.
In 2013, we were excited to discontinue the subsidy of our transit system the Kenner Loop via the general fund. Cooperation with Jefferson Parish allowed
Kenner to finally acquire its appropriate percentage of
property tax revenue which now funds Kenner transit.
We are also proud that as of 2013 four Kenner facilities have been brought back into commerce bringing
more income into the city. Those four properties are
the Kenner branch of the Registrar of Voters Office,
the Kenner branch of the state of Louisiana Office of
Motor Vehicles, the Kenner branch of the Jefferson
Parish Employees Federal Credit Union and the Castle
Theatre, which makes its home in the old Children’s
Theatre in Rivertown.
Over the past few years the city has been very aggressive in pursuing state, federal and other sources of
funding to finance a number of capital improvements.
As a result of this effort we have successfully secured
nearly $60 million dollars from various resources. The
Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development, the U.S. Department of Transportation Federal
Highway Administration, Paths to Progress and the
Regional Planning Commission are some of the agencies that have allocated funds to capital projects and
Kenner’s progress.
In 2005 the city of Kenner received a corrective
action order from the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality that was neglected by previous
administrations. The order demanded Kenner make
necessary repairs to its sewerage infrastructure or face
hefty fines that would accrue on a daily basis. We immediately began working to rectify Kenner’s sewerage
problems. Diligent cooperation with the DEQ led to a
$21 million 0.95 percent interest loan allocated to the
restoration process. Today, the available funding from
the DEQ has nearly doubled. Kenner has successfully
received more than $40 million in low interest loans
from the DEQ for its sewer rehabilitation program. As
of 2013 the city’s corrective action plan includes $70
million in repairs funded by the DEQ LRA Community
Development Block Grant and municipal bonds. With
aggressive work we are proud that this corrective action plan is more than 50 percent complete.
Also, in 2013 the federal government allocated
$26.7 million of federal funding to the city of Kenner
through the Paths to Progress Program. Streets that
make up some of Kenner’s most travelled thoroughfares were resurfaced throughout 2013. We are proud
of our new streets in Kenner and are excited that 95
percent of the projects have reached completion. As
you have heard the challenge to identify funding sources has been met with great success.
The next focus I would like to discuss is infrastructure which has seen countless improvements

over the past years and throughout 2013. I mentioned the $26.7 million Kenner received from the
Paths to Progress Program. Those improvements
include resurfacing and repairs to 21 separate roadway segments. I also mentioned the $70 million dollar corrective action plan which includes the rehabilitation of 24 lift stations, the replacement of nine
force mains, generators for lift stations, the repair
or replacement of broken gravity lines and upgrades
to the wastewater treatment plant.
Hurricane Isaac brought large amounts of rain
to the city of Kenner and put the sewerage system improvements to a test it passed easily. Noted improvements in performance throughout this storm proved
the positive impact of the corrective action plan.
In addition to these two programs the cooperation of the city with the Regional Planning Commission resulted in a number of infrastructure projects in
the past four years. These projects received up to 100
percent in funding from sources such as the Regional
Transit Authority and the Federal Highway Administration. Some examples of the completed improvements made possible with the assistance of the RPC
are the Loyola Drive/I-10 interchange improvements,
Veterans Boulevard resurfacing from Salem Sharon
Street, traffic signal studies throughout the city, pedestrian bikeway improvements along Lake Pontchartrain and striping and signing improvements at South
Kenner rail crossings.
Cooperation with Jefferson Parish has resulted in completed roadway improvements along
Minden Avenue, Beaujolais Drive and 34th Street as
well as completed drainage improvements at West
Esplanade and California Avenue. The total cost of
these projects was $1.2 million and funded 100 percent by Jefferson Parish.
The Army Corps of Engineers and the East Jefferson Levee District have concluded the raising of
Kenner’s lake levees and construction of floodwalls to
institute the 100 Year Flood Protection Program and
they are continuing related drainage improvements.
The construction included earthen levee work along
the lakefront, completion of the floodwall at Williams
Boulevard, completion of the West Return Floodwall at
the parish line and improvements to the Duncan and
Elmwood pump stations.
Increased flood protection in Kenner will certainly have a positive impact of the FEMA DFIRM
Maps. Portions of Kenner have the potential to go from
an AE flood zone to an X zone which will positively impact flood insurance premiums for Kenner residents
and business owners.
In 2013, infrastructure redevelopment was at
its height of activity as we completed most of the
projects under the Paths to Progress Program and
continued work on the Sewerage Corrective Action
Plan. The city of Kenner was selected to receive
$2.7 million from Statewide Flood Control for drainage improvements to University City and Audubon
Place Subdivisions in District 5. Phase I of construction is set to start in early 2014.
Also in 2013, a number of applications for funding were submitted and approved. We are excited to
announce the upcoming projects that were approved
through the State Capital Outlay program: Canary
Ansas sewer lift station and force main, Idaho Avenue
drainage improvements from 24th to 25th streets and
Lake Trail Drive drainage improvements from Vintage
Drive to the lake. State Capital Outlay Funding for
these projects totals $435 million. The city has received
a commitment for a 50 percent federal funding match
page 18
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Celebrate a safe Carnival season
By Steve Caraway – Kenner Police Chief
Mardi Gras season is upon us and
carnival revelry will
soon be in full swing.
Mardi Gras is not only
one of our area’s most
unique festivities but one of our country’s most talked
about and anticipated events. This is a great time to
spend with family and friends but also a time to be
responsible, careful of our surroundings and watchful
of our little ones.
It is important to remain extra vigilant of our
children’s safety during this festive time. Children
are especially prone to accidents during Mardi Gras
with the large crowds, beads and trinkets flying
around and all of the commotion going on during
parades. Remind your children to stay out of the
street and to never run after throws or follow behind floats. Teach them to be careful when reaching
down to pick up throws and make sure young children don’t put beads or trinkets in their mouths as

this can cause a choking hazard.
If you plan on using a ladder to give your children a better view of the parades, make sure you follow regulations for setting up the ladder. Set up the
ladder as far back from the street as the ladder is
tall. For example, if the ladder is eight feet tall, then
it should be placed eight feet behind the curb. Take
note that putting ladders in intersections or fastening multiple ladders together is prohibited in many
areas. Make sure children are properly fastened in
the seat and stand on the back of the ladder as an
anchor while protecting them from fast flying throws.
Also, be careful when putting your child over your
shoulders. Crowds can shift unexpectedly, making it
easy to get knocked over.
Consider implementing a family plan should
someone unexpectedly gets separated and make sure
your children are fully aware of what they should do
in an emergency. Establish a meeting place in case
someone gets lost and have you kids carry a card that
includes their name, address, phone number and

The Community Development
Department – Meeting the needs
of families and the community

pre-arranged meeting place. If you leave your group
during parades for any reason have someone accompany you and avoid walking on deserted side streets.
Report any suspicious activity or persons you may observe. Also, carry your personal belongings in a small
bag or purse that can be strapped around your waist
or across your chest for added security.
If you plan on drinking during the festivities,
please do so responsibly and limit your alcohol consumption when watching over little ones. Appoint
a designated driver beforehand should you decide

to drink during the celebrations. Under no circumstances should you ever drink and drive.
The Kenner Police Department wishes you
and your family a safe and fun-filled Mardi Gras season. If you have any safety concerns that you would
like me to address, please feel free to contact me at
kpd@kenner.la.us.
Kenner Police Chief Caraway can be reached
by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police
Department website at www.kennerpd.com.

Custom Framing Services
includes custom design, mounting, matting, glass & installation
with purchase of custom frame at regular price (up to 32”x40”)

The Frame Shoppe • 464-4662

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. offer expires 2/28/14.

By Arleeta Terrell - Kenner Director of Community
Development
The city of Kenner Department of Community
Development continues to enjoy its new office location at 624 Williams Boulevard. The office was previously located at 2100 Reverand Richard Wilson Drive.
While the former neighboring businesses are missed,
the relocation has proven to be very accommodating
and beneficial for staff and the community residents
we serve. We are no longer just an administrative office; we are now a true “service center” for clients.
The services available through the department
continue to make a difference in the everyday lives of
citizens. With Community Development Block Grant
funds, neighborhood improvements such as the recently completed renovation to the second floor of
the Old Wentwood gym, landscaping, equipment and
other enhancements at the Bertha Lee play lot and
the new construction of a gazebo at the A.P. Clay Center are made possible. Partnership with Second Harvest and donations from local businesses, churches,
civic, schools and community groups enable the Kenner food bank to service 890 families monthly.
Renovations to our Martin Luther King Community Resource Center were completed this past
year and the center reopened. A youth summer
and after-school program is offered as well as adult
education programs in collaboration with the Jefferson Parish Public School System. Youth 16 to
18 years old who dropped out of high school and
desire to earn a high school equivalency diploma
can enroll in the High School Equivalency Test HiSET program. HiSET, formally known as the GED
program, is offered at the MLK Center daily. Persons under the age of 18 have to be in an instructional day program such as the one offered at our
MLK Center. You will need a waiver from your high
school indicating that permission is given from
parents and school to withdraw from high school.
Once 18, participants can attend day or night
classes. Free instruction and test assessments are

provided. This is an excellent way to make yourself more marketable for employment and prepare
for post graduate education. Enrollment is free.
For more information about HiSET and other programs offered by Jefferson Parish Adult Education
call 836-3394.
Area residents in south Kenner will soon see
neighborhood street and drainage improvements on
Compromise and Felix streets between Jefferson
Highway and Kenner Avenue. This capital improvement project will include the resurfacing of the
streets, installation of sidewalks and concrete roll
over curbing, improved drainage and landscaping.
Also returning is the popular owner-occupied housing
rehabilitation program. New applications will be accepted in the spring. Public notices in the newspaper
and on the city of Kenner’s website will be available.
Continued programs to assist the elderly, youth
and families are provided through all of our community resource centers and the Kenner Food Bank.
Emergency food supplies are available at the food
bank located at 315 Worth Street. Individuals and
families in need of food are encouraged to visit or call
the Kenner Food Bank at 468-7220.
In partnership with the Volunteers of America
the department continues to assist low income individual and families, the physically disabled and the
elderly with minor repairs to their homes. Our goal
is to help individuals remain in their homes, living independently, for as long as possible. The department
remains committed to promoting homeownership
through our first time homebuyers’ assistance program, designed to assist families of low/moderate income achieve their dream of buying their first home.
Grants up to $35,000 are available to eligible applicants who buy homes in the city of Kenner. This HUD
funded program promotes homeownership in the
city of Kenner which aid to stabilize neighborhoods
page 22
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Arbor Day in Kenner to be celebrated on February 7
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni declared Friday, February 7, 2014
as Kenner’s Arbor Day. Communities throughout the country celebrate
Arbor Day as a special day for tree planting and to recognize the value
trees have for homes, businesses and neighborhoods for their beauty
and shade.
“Arbor Day is a suitable time to reflect on some to the unheralded
benefits trees provide us. Aside from their beauty and cooling shade,
trees provide a host of environmental and quality of life benefits for
Kenner’s residents,” said Scott Broussard, landscape plan reviewer for
Kenner’s Department of Planning and Zoning.
Existing trees in neighborhoods may have already prevented flood
or wind damage to homes or businesses. Large trees such as oaks or
bald cypress can store storm water before it has a chance to reach
drainage systems. Many streets flood because water reaches the drain

Saeed ahmed, m.d.

InternISt & nephrologISt
Now accepting new
and old patients

3321 Florida Avenue • Kenner
504-469-4646

Steven A. Watts

04_13_Ahmed.indd 1

inlets too fast. Lawns, driveways and rooftops send water to the streets
quickly and overload drainage systems. A neighborhood with large canopy trees can effectively delay some of the water. Trees also calm winds
during storms. Homes typically don’t experience the full intensity of
storm winds because urban forests create an obstacle that strong wind
must push through. Also, without trees, much wildlife would not be
able to inhabit urban areas. Birds, squirrels, insects and other wildlife
rely on trees for food and shelter.
“Because of the numerous benefits of trees at the neighborhood
and on a citywide scale, the city of Kenner has placed an emphasis on
planting trees throughout the city’s street medians and parks,” said
Broussard. Within the past five years, Kenner has planted over 900

Family Gras weekend line-up announced
Family Gras, a family-oriented festival of music, food, kids’ activities, art and more is celebrating its seventh year in Jefferson Parish. The Jefferson Convention and Visitors Bureau recently announced
its musical lineup for 2014. The three day festival of concerts, all on a
route where parades will roll, kicks off Friday, February 21, 2014, with
local band Cowboy Mouth.
Saturday, February 22, day two of carnival and concerts, will be
one for the entire family with music from hometown favorite Amanda
Shaw, classic rock from the former Journey lead singer Steve Augeri,
and The Orchestra comprised of former band members of the Electric
Light Orchestra 1 and 2. The weekend will close out on Sunday, February 23, with local up-and-coming country artist and CMT’s Next Superstar Courtney Cole, along with Blood, Sweat and Tears with Bo Bice,
the American vocal group Wilson Phillips and the Grammy-nominated
American country music duo Montgomery Gentry playing country and
Southern rock. Times for performances are to be announced.

3/22/13 7:00 PM

Attorney at Law

trees on city property, utilizing council district funds and donations
from Jefferson Beautification Inc., the Apache Foundation and the
Chevron Tree Farm in New Orleans. The city plans to plant even more
trees with 175 saplings that were recently donated by the Apache Foundation and through upcoming projects in the Kenner 2030 Plan.
“While city owned trees certainly help enhance streets and beautify parks, the bulk of the urban forest lies on private property. Residents
planting new trees or taking care of existing trees near their homes or
businesses will help make their community a better place both aesthetically and environmentally,” said Broussard. “February is a great month
for tree planting. If you are looking to add curb appeal to your home or
cooling shade to your backyard, consider planting a tree this winter.”

35 years
experience

Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
Successions, Business Transactions
Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law

Family Gras, since its inception in 2007, has been held across
from Lakeside Mall on the Veterans Boulevard median near Severn
Avenue. The site has been redesigned as part of the parish’s beautification program, named Mardi Gras Plaza and will now be available to
accommodate Family Gras, as well as other such events.
General admission is free and gates open an hour before show time
each day. Royal passes and VIP passes are available at Ticketmaster.com.
The Krewe of Excaliber will arrive at the festival site around 8:00
p.m. on Friday. On Saturday, the Krewe of Caesar begins at 6:00 p.m.
and is estimated to get to Mardi Gras Plaza around 7:00 p.m. On Sunday
the Krewe of Atlas is expected to arrive at the festival site at approximately 6:45 p.m.
No outside food or beverage allowed. No pets, skateboards or
bikes on festival grounds but bike racks will be provided.
For more information visit www.familygras.com or Family Gras’
Facebook and Twitter page for the latest updates.

KCPA class #30 beginning in February
Class #30 of the Kenner Citizens’ Police Academy will begin on
Wednesday, February 5, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. at the Kenner Police Complex
located at 500 Veterans Blvd. Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway and
the Kenner Police Department encourage citizens to participate in this
unique opportunity to learn more about police operations.
Students attend free classes one night per week for 13 weeks,
receiving instruction from trained police officers who are certified
in their fields. The academy provides detailed coverage about how
the police department works in the areas of patrol division functions,
crime prevention, criminal investigations, computer forensics, K-9 unit,
crime scene procedures, criminal and domestic violence laws, narcotics investigations, traffic enforcement, physical fitness, use of police
force and self-defense, gang awareness and S.W.A.T. Students receive a
tour of police headquarters and the jail and participate in a ride along

with a police officer. Upon completion of the program a graduation ceremony is held for students.
Graduates of the program receive the opportunity to join the Kenner Citizens’ Academy Alumni Association (KCPAAA) through which
they can lead the community in improving safety and promoting support for the Kenner Police Department. Alumni members can also volunteer their assistance at various department events.
Graduates may also apply for entry into the KPD Community Police Corps. This great program gives members the opportunity to volunteer and assist the KPD in its mission.
For more information and to fill out an application visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com. Contact the
police department community relations division at 712-2294, 712-2395
or at nguggenheim@kennerpd.com with any additional questions.

4200 S. I-10 Service Road • Suite 110 • Metairie
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Department of Education releases online scholarship
application for 2014-2015
right to choose the school they think is best for their child,” said Louisiana
The Department of Education recently released the 2014-2015 Louisiana Scholarship Program student application. The Louisiana Scholarship Program provides low-income families with the financial resources to
choose a school that will prepare their child for a lifetime of success. The
Scholarship Program is a core component of Louisiana Believes, the Department’s comprehensive plan to ensure every student is on track to a college
degree or a professional career.
Student applications can be found online or at any participating
school. While the list of participating schools will not be final until after all
applications are received and scholarships are awarded, the department
has determined that 136 schools are eligible to participate in the program
for the 2014-2015 school year. Of the 136 eligible schools, 114 schools are
accepting new applications. The deadline for the first round of student applications is February 28, 2014.
“Every parent in Louisiana, no matter income level, should have the

State Superintendent John White. “This is true for traditional public, charter public and nonpublic schools. Each school is accountable for producing
results and parents get to choose which one is best for their children.”
Schools seeking to participate in the Louisiana Scholarship Program began the application process in November. Since then, the department has applied the school eligibility requirements, reviewing the
schools’ accreditation status, Brumfield v. Dodd compliance and BESEestablished criteria for participation. As part of this process, the department conducted site visits to all schools seeking to participate in the
scholarship program for the first time.
To be eligible for the program for the 2014-2015 school year, a student
must be enrolled in a C, D or F rated public school for the 2013-2014 school
year or entering kindergarten for the first time. Students must also be residents of Louisiana and meet income eligibility requirements (household
page 22
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NEW Owners! • Bill Dares & Jody Grass

Kenner Council elects new officers
The Kenner City Council elected Jeannie M.
Black, Councilwoman At-Large, Division B, as its
president at the January 9, 2014 council meeting.
Black succeeds Councilwoman-At-Large, Division A,
Michele P. Branigan.
Branigan was elected to serve the next six
months as council vice president. Branigan succeeds District 3 Councilman Keith M. Reynaud.
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Yenni appoints new code director
Aimee Vallot, an attorney with 13 years of experience, has been named Kenner’s new code enforcement
director. She replaces Tamithia Shaw, who stepped
down in September 2013 to help children by working in
Jefferson Parish Juvenile Court.
Vallot, 41, was one of several candidates interviewed for the position, and all applicants were required
to hold law degrees in order to be considered for the
position.
“Increasingly, we are seeing that there is a significant legal component to running the code enforcement
department,” Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said. “We
are in the process of trying to upgrade rules and regulations to streamline department operations – removing
as much bureaucratic red tape as possible – and having
someone experienced in law will certainly benefit that
critical mission.”
Vallot, a New Orleans native who graduated from
Mercy Academy and Loyola University earned her law
degree from Southern University.
“I would like to thank the mayor and the city
council for the honor of serving the citizens of Kenner
as their new code enforcement director,” Vallot said. “I

understand that this position
comes with great responsibility and it is my goal to
maintain the high standards
set in motion by Ms. Shaw
and former Interim Director
Keith Conley. I believe that
Amy Vallot
my legal background will be
a great asset to assisting the residents and look forward
to working on resolving all matters concerning code enforcement.”
The code enforcement department handles
inspections and enforcement actions in the areas of
building, electrical, plumbing, mechanical, nuisance,
plan review, taxicabs, motor vehicle inspections and occupational licenses. The director is also responsible for
working with the public and managing the department’s
36 employees.
“Aimee is not only hard-working and extremely
smart, but she has excellent people skills as well,” Yenni
said. “I believe employees in the department and the
public will appreciate having her as the new director.”

FULL SERVICE

FAST WASH

(Interior & Exterior)

(Exterior OnLY)

GOLD PACKAGE - $21.95

Includes our Silver Package, PLUS Triple Foam Polish; Tire Shine;
Simoniz® Double Bond Sealant; and Fragrance

SILVER PACKAGE - $16.95

InTERIOR: Vacuum, Window Cleaning, Dash & Console Dusting

ExTERIOR: Pre-Soak Cleaner; Soft Touch Tunnel Wash;
Wheel Blast; High Pressure Rinse; High Velocity Dry;
and Exterior Wipe Down

After a 35-year career in city government, Inspections and Code Enforcement Assistant Director Missy
Heyl is retiring at the end of this month. Heyl has held
nine titles since starting as a tax clerk in the finance
department in 1979. Heyl said “(the city) has been a
big part of my life; however, I am excited to be looking
toward the next phase.”
Mayor Michael S. Yenni said, “I wish Missy the best
and appreciate her many years of service to Kenner.”
Soon to fill the vacant position is Rick Walther who
Yenni described as “a dependable and accomplished
professional.” Walther’s start date has not been finalized.

Walther, who graduated from St. Mary Dominican
College and studied law at Loyola University School of
Law, began his law enforcement career in 1976 with the
Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office in the patrol division
and three years later he was promoted to lieutenant.
He then spent four years as an investigative supervisor
for JPSO before joining the Kenner Police Department
in 1987. He spent eight years as a juvenile detective and
five years as a crime prevention specialist before being promoted to patrol sergeant in 2002. Walther then
moved quickly up the ranks, serving as a supervisor of
page 22
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City attorney resigns, interim proposed
the interim city attorney at the February 6, 2014 Kenner
City Council meeting.
Gruntz has over 20 years of government experience working in the Jefferson Parish Attorney’s Office
serving in the capacities of part-time assistant parish
attorney, full-time assistant parish attorney supervisor,
interim parish attorney and deputy parish attorney, first
assistant. Gruntz has also been a practicing attorney for
over 35 years and has served as the president of the Louisiana Parish Attorney’s Association as well as received
the Joseph Yenni Award for “Outstanding Service as a
Jefferson Parish Employee of the Year.”
Yenni said, “Although he will be greatly missed,
we wish Keith the best in his future endeavors and sincerely thank him for his accomplishments and services
throughout his years with the city of Kenner.”
Conley leaves the city of Kenner to pursue private
practice opportunities.

FAST WASH & Dry - $ 6.95

Pre-Soak Cleaner; Soft Touch Tunnel Wash; Wheel Blast; High
Pressure Rinse; High Velocity Dry; & Exterior Wipe Down.

NEW Owners! • NEW Management! • NEW Offerings!
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After nearly 10 years of service in city of Kenner
government, Keith Conley retired from his position as
city attorney and bringing his cumulative public service
career of over 30 years to a close.
Conley, who retired from the Jefferson Parish
Sheriff’s Office after over 20 years of service to pursue a
legal career, obtained his Juris Doctor from Loyola University New Orleans and joined the city of Kenner as a
prosecutor in the Mayor’s Court. Soon after, Conley was
appointed Kenner’s Clerk of Court Director, a post he
held until he was appointed city attorney in 2007 under
then Mayor Ed Muniz.
In 2006, the city attorney’s office was brought
in-house, and Conley built a team of attorneys to work
for the city Kenner. City officials say Conley’s strategies have drastically reduced outsourced legal fees and
settled litigation successfully for Kenner.
Mayor Michael S. Yenni will be seeking council
approval to ratify his appointment of Louis Gruntz as
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Take a look at IRAs
By Marie M. Clesi
With the hustle
and bustle of the
holidays behind you,
now is a good time
to take a look at retirement savings. Are you on track to reach your
retirement goals? Many people aren’t. In fact, just
14 percent of American workers are very confident
they’ll have enough money to live comfortably in
retirement. And, nearly 75 percent of retirees said
they hadn’t saved enough and would have saved
more if they could do it all over again.
If you don’t have an individual retirement
account (IRA) – or haven’t thought about your
existing account recently –it may be time to take
another look at this option.
Benefits of IRAs
The primary benefit of an IRA is the choice
you have in where your money is invested. Unlike
employer-sponsored 401(k) plans which may limit
your investment choices, you can choose to direct
your IRA savings to stocks, bonds, real estate, mutual funds and more. An IRA can supplement your
retirement savings making it a nice complement to
an existing 401(k) plan.
IRAs also give you flexibility. Some IRAs allow you to withdraw your IRA contributions (not
the earnings) without penalty before you retire. In
some cases, such as a first home purchase, you may
be allowed to withdraw some of your contributions
and earnings without penalty.

Choose which type works for you
Traditional IRAs have been around for some
time but the newer Roth IRA has been an option
only since 1997. Both have advantages depending
on your savings structure.
With either IRA, your investment is tax-deferred so you generally don’t pay taxes until you
withdraw the money at retirement. With a traditional IRA, all or some of your contributions may be
tax-deductible when they are made but you will pay
tax on the full amount when you withdraw funds.
Contributions to Roth IRAs, on the other hand, are
taxed up front but you can withdraw them at any
time – and after age 59 1/2 withdrawals are tax-free.
Since eligibility rules vary you may wish consult with your tax advisor as you evaluate your options.
Decide how much to invest
For the 2012 tax year if you’re younger than
50 years of age you may contribute up to $5,000 (or
100 percent of your earned income, whichever is
less) to either a traditional or Roth IRA – for 2013,
you may contribute up to $5,500. Keep in mind that
if you have both types of accounts, the contribution limit represents the total you may contribute
among all IRAs for the year.
Several variables will impact how much
you’re able to contribute.
Those 50 and older may generally contribute $6,500 per year to an IRA.
Your Roth IRA contribution eligibility is

Aveda’s new invati hair care line
for thicker, fuller hair!
At GeorGy’s Now!!

determined by your income level.
Your traditional IRA contribution deductibility may be impacted by your income level.
Rollovers from other accounts are possible,
though you may incur a transfer or termination fee from the company that holds your IRA.
Fund by April 15
Whatever your IRA choice or contribution level you have until the federal income tax return due
date – April 15, 2014– to fund your account for the
2013 tax year, but why wait? Make a savings resolution and start today!

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi
Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident
and a select State Farm agent, is a Chartered
Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, renter’s, life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office
is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in
Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website
at www.marieclesi.net.

Health
Tennis elbow…Not seen only in
athletes
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
Elbow pain related to lateral epicondylitis or tennis
elbow is a common condition affecting millions
of Americans. Although tennis elbow occurs in
athletes who play racket sports and other sports, it
is also very common among active individuals not
involved in sports.
Tennis elbow typically presents as pain localized to the lateral aspect or outside of the elbow
associated with use of the hand and upper extremity. The condition usually occurs as a result of repetitive overuse or poor technique in sports. Tennis elbow results from degeneration of the wrist
extensor muscle group origin at the elbow.
The cornerstone of treatment of tennis elbow
centers on stretching and strengthening of the
wrist extensor group. Physical therapy including
use of ultrasound and electrical stimulation can
be beneficial. Braces or straps designed to de-

crease stress on the degenerative tendon can also
be helpful. Steroid injections in the elbow can be
used sparingly for refractory cases of tennis elbow.
Outpatient surgery consisting of release and/or removal of degenerative tendon tissue is considered
when nonsurgical treatment fails to provide relief
of symptoms.
An evaluation by your orthopedic surgeon is
necessary to diagnose and treat this common elbow disorder.
Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified orthopedic surgeon with over 13 years
experience. The Orthopedic Center for Sports
Medicine is a multi-specialty center dedicated
to complete musculoskeletal care with focused
expertise in shoulder and knee injuries. Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie. For
additional information call 467-5900 or visit
www.nolasportsmedicine.com.
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KPBA changes name to Kenner Business Association
On January 21, 2014, the Kenner Professional
thew Person will be the reservations director.
Business Association officially was renamed the
“The KBA will work closely with Jefferson
Kenner Business Association.
Parish, the state of Louisiana and Kenner officials
Newly elected president, Mary-Sharon How- to be a voice for businesses throughout our comland, explained the name change. “We are proud to
munity. The KBA will be a progressive, revitalized
unveil a new look and a new name. The new name
force in economic development for our city and
is more inclusive and will not be confusing to those
promoting the businesses that we have and rely
self-employed businessmen and business women
on for a strong tax base and jobs,” said Howland.
who can benefit from the many networking oppor- “This is a new era for the Kenner Business Association. We believe Kenner is headed in the right
tunities that we offer,” said Howland.
direction and with our help we will accelerate our
The KBA was originally formed 28 years ago
city’s growth and development.”
as the Kenner Professional Women’s Association
The mission of the KBA is to provide, encourand in 2007 changed its name to the Kenner Profesage
and
promote for its membership a network
sional Business Association.
exchange,
professional/commercial enhancement
Along with Howland, the KBA announced its
opportunities,
economic growth and development
officers for 2014. Dusty Stricker will be vice presiand
community
service. For membership informadent, Judy LaBella is treasurer and Terri Kelley is
tion
call
Howland
at 441-6106 or email St. Germain
treasurer-elect. Secretary is Stacy Becker, Nancy St.
at
nstgermain@ochsner.org.
Germain was named membership director and Mat-

Entertainment
Treasure Chest Casino
giving away year’s mortgage
payments and Cadillac
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Mardi Gras Parade sPecial

By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager
I have always found February to have a most
unique and spirited lineup of special events and holidays. Like other months, there are a handful of days
that fill the calendar for us to celebrate. The month
begins with the “Big Game” when we cheer for a new
football champion to be crowned. Whether it is our
own special team or just the choice of two lesser evils,
everyone seems to have a favorite.
This year Groundhog’s Day will also be trying to
catch everyone’s attention as well on February 2 at a
time when we put our trust into a little cute critter
from Philadelphia hoping that he will offer us that
wonderful spring weather a little sooner rather than
later.
And then there’s Valentine’s Day, a day dedicated
to telling that special someone how much we care for
them. We round out the February holidays with Presidents’ Day which allows us the chance to honor our
many great leaders and reinforce the continued hope
for a brighter future ahead.
At Treasure Chest Casino, we strive to brighten
our guests’ lives much like these holidays each and every time they visit, and, in February, we are looking to
give a few lucky guests some special moments of their
own. This Valentine’s Day on February 14 Treasure

Chest is offering to touch a heart in a different way by
paying a lucky player’s mortgage or rent for a year. In
our “Home is Where the Heart is Giveaway,” 30 qualifiers will be selected that day, with six names selected at
7:00 p.m. and continuing with six more winners each
hour through 11:00 p.m. each winning $200 cash and
a chance at the top prize of having their mortgage or
rent paid for a year. In addition, four other qualifiers
will each have their mortgage or rent paid for a month.
Then, don’t forget to join us again on February
22, 2014 as one lucky player will win a new Cadillac
ATS Sedan. Again, 30 qualifiers will be selected from
6:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. and will each win $200 cash
and a chance at the grand prize, a new Cadillac or the
option to take $30,000 in cash. As usual, certain rules
apply for all contests. Visit our website for full details.
Big drawings, big winners and big fun. Come enjoy a special day at Treasure Chest Casino, where we
always want to know, what do you “treasure?”
Treasure Chest Casino is located at 5050
Williams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain in Laketown. For more information visit
www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

Community
Cross Road Centers helps Kenner Food Bank
The city of Kenner’s Food Bank strives to serve
as many Kenner citizens as possible, but often faces
the challenge of keeping its shelves stocked with the
supplies necessary to meet its demand. In early January 2014, Cross Road Centers, a Kenner-based logistics,
transportation and warehousing
company, stepped in to assist the
food bank and provide a solution
to this challenge.
There was a problem with
a community outreach program from Wal-Mart that offers
free food to help keep Kenner
Food Bank’s shelves adequately
stocked. Non-profits like the Kenner Food Bank have to be able to
transport the food supplies from
the Wal-Mart Processing and Distribution Center in Robert, Louisiana to Kenner.
“Until recently, that was something the food bank
could not do,” said Arleeta Terrell, director of Kenner’s
Community Development Department. “The city applied for the grant for the food but the application fell
idle due to a lack of transportation. This was a crushing blow, particularly during the holidays, when the
demand for food typically increases by 30 percent or
more. We have several fundraising events to support
the food bank, and after each, we earmark some of the
profit for the purchase of a truck, but we are not there
yet,” Terrell explained.
That’s when Ronnie Mains, owner of Cross Road
Centers, came to the rescue. Cross Road Centers had
already made a number of food donations to the city,
including hams for the annual Thanksgiving food drive.

When Mains learned about the problem with the WalMart program, he offered to provide truck service for
the food bank until the Community Development Department could raise enough money to purchase its
own truck. The first delivery took place on January 2
and Mains is working with Terrell
to schedule monthly pick-ups.
“I really enjoy working on
making things better in Kenner.
I believe (Kenner) and Cross
Road Centers can make huge
improvements together,” Mains
said. “Let’s make the food bank
in Kenner the most successful in
Louisiana.”
Kenner Mayor Michael S.
Yenni said the help from Cross
Road Centers will make a difference in the lives of many people in the city. “I am
overwhelmed by the generosity of Mr. Ronnie Mains
and Cross Road Centers. Their pride in the city of Kenner and their community outreach initiatives are an
example to be followed by all. We are very fortunate to
have them as a part of our community.”
Although the Wal-Mart food program only guarantees four pallets of food per month, the food bank received an entire 18-wheeler filled with food, including
poultry and fresh produce, which is often not available.
That should enable the food bank to help even more
residents. In the most recent fiscal year, nearly 44,000
pounds of food was given away to 13,140 people.
For more information on the Kenner Food Bank,
contact Kenner’s Community Development Department at 468-7588.
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Purchase of $400 or More
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Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
Work Struts • Brake Service
Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning
Scott Zimmerman (owner),
Kenny Polizzi, Brannon Dietrich

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com
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0214_Scottys.indd 1

1/25/14 11:32 AM

Grand Opening Special!
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Health
Preventing falls in the elderly
By Craig Goodwin

A lifetime of health starts with great beginnings
“I believe in a family-centered approach to pediatrics, collaborating
with parents to ensure that we are partners in their child’s growth
and development. If you are looking for a caring, warm environment
for your children’s healthcare, look no further than Cypress Pediatrics.”
Karen Foti M.D.
The Great Benefits of Joining Our Practice:
• We Accept Most Major Insurances Including All Medicaid Plans
• Courtesy Prenatal Visits for New Parents
• Newborn Waiting Room & Nursing Room
• Lactation Support
• Evening & Weekend Hours
• Physician On Call
• Pediatrician Rounds in Nursery
Check our our
• Warm, Caring & Collaborative Environment
facebook Page at
• Se Habla Espanol!!
facebook/
cypresspedskids
OuR OffICE HOuRS:
Mon - Wed 8:00AM -5:00PM
Thursday 10:00AM-6:00PM
friday 8:00AM-2:00PM
Saturday By Appointment Only
200 West Esplanade Ave., Suite 314
Kenner, Louisiana 70065
Reach us at 504-305-5500
www.CypressPeds.com

Conveniently
located in Ochsner
Medical Center

Cypress Pediatrics_1013.indd 1
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Falls by elderly
people occur in 30
percent of the population over 65 years old
and are the leading cause of fatal and non-fatal injuries. Falls can affect seniors in many ways. If a senior sustains an injury from a fall their ability to live
independently significantly decreases with a significantly higher incidence of nursing home placement.
The incidence of falls rises steadily from middle age and peaks in persons older than 80 years. Between 20 and 30 percent of older adults who fall suffer serious injuries such as hip fractures and head
trauma. Other injuries that may occur include spine
and wrist fractures.
Most falls have multiple causes. Risk factors
for falls include muscle weakness, use of four or
more prescription medications, arthritis, depression, age older than 80 years, and impairments in
gait, balance, vision and activities of daily living.
Lower extremity muscle weakness is a significant
risk factor for falls, as well as, decreased proprioception in the ankles and lower extremity areas.
Sixty percent of elderly falls occur in the
home. Safe proofing your home can help decrease
this percentage. Some helpful tips to decrease the
incidence of falls in the home include not storing
objects above a hand’s reach and using a step stool
with rails when needed. Pick up throw rugs around
the house, make ample space to walk between furniture and arrange furniture so extension cords are
out of the way. Putting a night light in the bathroom
that is on all the time, having handicap railings installed in the bathtub or shower and placing a nonskid mat in the bathtub or shower will help avoid
falls. When using stairs, make sure the stairway is
clear of clutter. Handrails should be installed on
both sides of the steps.

Live entertainment offered at Treasure Chest
Casino in February

Watching
the things
that matter
most to you
grow.

Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment every night in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown
at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino’s
phone number is 443-8000. The casino is open 24

800-223-2060 • GULFBANK.COM
* 1.25% APY (annual percentage yield) on a three (3) year Certificate of Deposit, 1.85% APY on four (4) year Certificate of Deposit,
and 2.25% on five (5) year Certificate of Deposit. Annual percentage yields are effective 2/1/2014 through 2/28/2014. Minimum deposit
of $2,000 required to open and earn stated APY. Interest on CDs longer than 12 months must be paid out at least annually. Certain
restrictions and limitations apply to accounts opened online. Online account opening only available to consumer accounts. Business
accounts, IRAs and consumer accounts can be opened at any Gulf Coast Bank and Trust branch. Penalty for early withdrawal will apply
and may reduce earnings on the account. Unless you instruct us otherwise, the CD will automatically renew for the same term at our
Standard CD rates in effect at the time of renewal. Other restrictions may apply. See Banker for details.

GCB_KSFebCDad6772.indd 1

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at
two other locations in Metairie and on the West Bank.
Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical School Department of Allied Health Department of Physical
Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted via
email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting
www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Entertainment

3 Years: 1.25% APY* • 4 Years: 1.85% APY* • 5 Years: 2.25% APY*
Open a CD at GULFBANK.COM/CDs
or at a branch location near you.

Exercising is one of the best ways to prevent
falls in the elderly. As strength declines with age,
the loss of muscular support of our lower extremities starts to occur. Maintaining hip strength and
lower extremity proprioception is vital in maintaining good balance. As our hips weaken, we begin to
show a waddle or listing in our gait (walking) that
will throw off our balance. Also, proprioception
which are receptors (nerve endings) in skeletal
muscles and tendons provide constant information
on limb position and muscle action for coordination
of limb movements, and give us the ability to adjust
our balance when walking on flat and uneven surfaces. Stabilization occurs as our feet hit the ground
and if we show a limitation in strength and proprioceptive balance, our chances of falling increase. A
program that includes strengthening exercises for
the lower extremities as well as a balance program
can significantly decrease the risk of falls. An exercise program averaging two classes per week can
provide the basis for fall prevention in healthy elderly persons who live at home.
The prevention of falls can help the elderly
maintain a healthier and more independent lifestyle that will reduce the dependence of assisted
care at home or nursing home placement.

1/16/14 3:43 PM

Sat., Feb. 1
9:00 p.m.-1 a.m.
Pick 6
Sun., Feb. 2
6:00 p.m.-10 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show
Wed., Feb. 5
7:00 p.m.-11 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire
Thurs., Feb. 6
7:00 p.m.-11 p.m.
Billy Kennedy’s
Motown Review
Fri., Feb. 7
8:00 p.m.-12 a.m.
Midnight Special

Sat., Feb. 8
9:00 p.m.-1 a.m.
Seabrook
Sun., Feb. 9
6:00 p.m.-10 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show
Wed., Feb. 12
7:00 p.m.-11 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire
Thurs., Feb. 13
7:00 p.m.-11 p.m.
Soul Connected
Fri., Feb. 14
8:00 p.m.-12 a.m.
John Pierre
& Expressions

hours on Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday.
Below is the weekly list of entertainment. The
schedule is subject to change.

Sat., Feb. 15
9:00 p.m.-1 a.m.
River City Hit Squad
Sun., Feb. 16
6:00 p.m.-10 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show
Wed., Feb. 19
7:00 p.m.-11 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire
Thurs., Feb. 20
7:00 p.m.-11 p.m.
Gary T. Band
Fri., Feb. 21
8:00 p.m.-12 a.m.
At Fault

Sat., Feb. 22
9:00 p.m.-1 a.m.
Jason Baglio
(Elvis Tribute)
Sun., Feb. 23
6:00 p.m.-10 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show
Wed., Feb. 26
7:00p.m.-11 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire
Thurs., Feb. 27
7:00 p.m.-11 p.m.
Runaway Train
Fri., Feb. 28
10:00 p.m.-1 a.m.
Melody Cool
Ft. Red Diva

KENNER STR  february 2014

Law
Getting your independence
By Steven A. Watts
“Fear of probate”
is a modern day malady
which typically presents itself when one
ponders end of life issues. Attorney’s fees, court costs
and delays are symptoms of the phobia. In the past, a
full regular administration of one’s estate was often
required in order to settle one’s affairs upon death. In
2001, the Louisiana legislature enacted a simplified
procedure by which an individual can elect to have his
estate administered “independently.” Employment of
this procedure can take much of the undesirable delay
and expense out of succession administration.
By way of example, let’s consider the process
required to sell real property by an estate. Before the
advent of an independent administration, an executor
would have to petition the court for authority to sell the
real estate. The details of the transaction would have
to be specified in the petition and subsequently disclosed to the public by way of newspaper advertisement.
Twenty days after the first advertisement, an identical
second advertisement would have to be placed. If there
is no objection, upon the expiration of seven days after
the running of the second advertisement, the executor
can petition the court to homologate or approve his authority to sell the real estate. Due to this requirement
of obtaining court authority, with its built in delays for
public disclosure and objection, it is often more than 30
days before an executor can receive the necessary court
approval. Additionally, court costs, publication charges
and attorney’s fees have to be paid by the estate, thus diminishing the amount of cash available for distribution
to the heirs. This process is repeated in similar fashion
for the sale, lease or encumbrance of other assets of the
estate. It is also required when an executor seeks to pay
the debts of a succession, although the publication requirement is reduced to one published notice.
Alternatively, if an independent administration
is provided for in one’s testament, it is only necessary
to petition the court once to confirm the qualification of the independent executor and to obtain the
issuance of the “letters of independent executorship.”
Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure Article 3396.15
provides that the independent executor has “all the
rights, powers, authorities, privileges and duties of a
succession representative…but without the necessity

of delay for objection, or application to, or any action
in or by, the court.” Thus, an independent executor
can sign an agreement to sell real estate owned by the
succession and subsequently proceed to an act of sale
without first obtaining any specific court approval or
public disclosure. The independent executor’s authority to act is perfected in his initial proper qualification
and appointment by the court. The independent administration reduces the court costs, attorney’s fees and advertising expenses otherwise experienced in the regular
administration of an estate.
There is, however, one important caveat. An independent administration must be expressly provided
for in the testator’s will. Absent such a stipulation, a
regular administration is the default process. There
are provisions that permit all the legatees in a testate
estate or all of the heirs in an intestate succession to
agree upon the employment of an independent administration. Just one veto can derail such an action, however. Additionally, if for some reason you do not wish for
your estate to be independently administered, you can
expressly provide for this prohibition in your will.
After reading this column the next action step
you should take is to review your will to see if it specifically provides for the independent administration of
your estate. If your will is over ten years old, there is
a good chance that such a provision was not included.
If you wish to include an independent administration
provision in your will, this can be easily accomplished
by an amendment or codicil to your existing will or if
preferred, a complete revision of your will. Either way,
you can control how your estate is administered, but
you need to take action now. Seeking the timely advice
and counsel of an experienced, competent Louisiana
attorney is the best remedy to combat the “fear of probate.”
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Dr. James A. Crouch
is pleased to welcome

Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana
State Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney
for over 35 years. His office is located at 4200 S. I-10
Service Road, Suite 110, in Metairie. Estate planning,
wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and
corporate, franchise and real estate law are his primary areas of practice. Watts is also the owner and
manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be reached at 8360811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.

Dr. Nicole Russo
to his practice of

Family Dentistry

Goverment

DeFrancesch announces Kenner
Council-At-Large candidacy
On January 23, 2014, Maria DeFrancesch announced she will run for the Kenner Council-At-Large
“A” seat in the April 5, 2014 citywide election. DeFrancesch has been a two-term Kenner District 4 Council
member since 2006 and is term-limited. DeFrancesch
was an educator in Jefferson Parish for over 30 years before being elected as a councilmember in Kenner.
“During my term I worked on important improvements to District 4’s drainage system, worked closely
with the Public Works Department on the resurfacing
of roadways in my district and funded improvements
to Muss Bertolino with a new gym roof and a better air
conditioning system,” said DeFrancesch.
DeFrancesch was a member of Mayor Michael
S. Yenni’s economic development committee, comprised of business and civic leaders, who helped create the Kenner 2030 plan. “I worked tirelessly with the

Maria DeFrancesch

Dr. James A. Couch, Dr. Nicole Russo

Yenni administration to bring Target and the Grand 14
Theatre complex to Kenner,” said DeFrancesch. “As a
member of the airport committee I worked with airport officials to help ensure that Kenner had a voice in
the development of the new terminal so it would have
a positive economic impact to the city. I will continue
to work closely with the administration for the continued development of Rivertown and Laketown. My main
focus during my term representing District 4 has been
economic development and it will continue to be so as
councilmember-at-large.”

231 West Esplanade Avenue
Kenner • 468-9859

Crouch_0713.indd 1
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Banking

Data breach
By Guy Williams
By now everyone is aware that Target Stores suffered a
massive data breach
and lost millions of
customer credit and debit card numbers, including personal identification numbers. Their best
estimate is that one hundred ten million people
were affected. Neiman Marcus also reported they
also were subject to a data breach.
This is another good reminder of the importance of choosing credit rather than debit when

you are at the cash register. Bank debit cards are
processed through the MasterCard and Visa networks so there is no reason to use a PIN –four digit
personal identification number. In fact, you are
safer choosing credit so that no one will have access to your personal account number. Without the
PIN number crooks cannot access your account.
In the Target case, we know that the information is being sold on the black market. Soon criminals will be using the stolen card numbers to issue
fake cards. If you are a victim of the Target breach,
it is important to know what your liability is. But

Big Easy is a Kenner er
cent
Food Bank collection

We Sell Boxes &
Packing Supplies
Including… Mattress Bags
Dish & Glass Packing Kits
Dust Covers • Wardrobe Boxes
Boxes • Tape • Bubble Wrap • Newsprint • Markers • Box Cutters • Rope

2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd. • Kenner • 468-3474
0613_Big Easy Storage.indd 1

for credit card users there is no liability.
For debit card users the situation is a little
more complex. The good news is that if you pay
attention to your finances and notify your bank
within two days of any bogus transaction on your
debit card, you have no more than $50 dollars of
liability. If you notify your bank after 60 days you
can be libel for up to $500 of debit card fraud. This
is another reason to be wary of store cards such as
the “red card” that are not issued by banks with
good security.
The bad news is that sometimes these bad
actors can use your credit card info to steal your
identity and open fake accounts. Once again, while
you won’t be liable if you notify your bank promptly,
unfortunately, the aggravation and time lost can
be considerable. Banks work hard to protect your
information and want customers to avoid these
problems. Some good sense precautions are to
shred your bank statements. Or even better, sign
up to receive your statements electronically. This
applies to your credit card statements as well. This
is just the sort of info that criminals like to use to
steal identities. Also, please, never write your PIN
number on the back of your card. Unfortunately
this still happens and when the card is lost the
PIN is lost as well. Don’t do this and check with
your elderly family members to be sure that they
are not doing it either.
It is recommended that you go online and
log on at least once a week to be sure that your
accounts are not being used improperly. You can
also set up mobile alerts to notify you if anything

unusual occurs. These are free and will flow to
your computer or mobile phone. Parents can also
set this up on the accounts of their minor children
to keep informed about their accounts.
Another good suggestion to help protect your
credit cards is to simply make a copy of the front
and back of all cards and keeping the copies in a
secured place in your home. Also, it is better to
take only one or two cards with you on a daily basis.
If your wallet is lost or stolen this will make it easier for you to contact the various credit card companies and you will still have cards to use while the
replacements are on the way.
Finally, there are some places that are more
risky than others. Airport ATMS are often the site
of data skimming. (Skimming means using a small
electronic device attached to the ATM slot to capture account information.) Avoid this by using an
ATM at a reliable bank branch. Also, be careful at
outdoor ATMs because these can be compromised
with small cameras to capture your PIN number.
Most community banks have already notified
their customers regarding the Target breach and
are in the process of mailing new cards.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust
Company. Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar,
branch manager, can be contacted at 565-3661.
Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website at
www.gulfbank.com.
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Automotive
Save money on brake maintenance
By Scott Zimmerman

Restoration Contractors
General ConrtraCtor
Emergency Service for Fire Damage repair,
Wind damage repair, Water damage repair,
Hail damage repair, Structural repair, and Force drying.

MARTZ INC. | 2324 Dawson St. | Kenner, LA 70062 | 504-417-6526
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A vehicle’s brakes
are an essential part
of its safety system
with complex hydraulic mechanisms
and plenty of parts that need replacing on a regular basis. It’s tempting to put off your brake service
as long as possible, thinking by doing so you are
saving money. However, not keeping up with routine maintenance is a certain way to cause a lot of
problems in the future, which will end up costing
you more money in the long run.
There are ways you can be smart about reducing the cost of brake maintenance.
First, make sure to have brake maintenance
performed at regularly scheduled times. Not doing
so can cause damage to expensive brake parts. It’s
easy to overlook replacing a vehicle’s brake fluid.
You can cause serious damage to brake lines, calipers and the proportioning valve by not replacing
brake fluid. Those parts can cost over $1,000, but
bleeding a brake system usually costs less than
$100.
Next, it is important to use quality parts even
though cheaper parts are available. Lower priced
replacement parts usually fail quicker than their
name-brand counterparts. A cheaper foreign rotor may cost as little as $30. A quality rotor may be

around $60, but the cheaper rotor will not last as
long and will have to be replaced more often so you
are not coming out ahead. Use original equipment
manufacturer (OEM) parts or mechanic-recommended equipment.
A simple way to save money on brake maintenance is to change driving habits. Slowing down
earlier, not coming to abrupt stops and not riding the brakes will go a long way toward making
your car’s equipment last longer than it otherwise
would.
Another way to minimize brake expenses is to
rebuild instead of replacing. If your vehicle needs
a new brake caliper, find out if it can be rebuilt instead of being replaced, which can save you money.
So, even though delaying performing scheduled maintenance appears to cost less money it
actually can cause serious problems that will end
up costing a lot more money over the long haul.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire
and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated full-service tire and automotive shop, located
at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours
are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday.
Scotty’s website is www.scottystireauto.com.
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Saints back on track toward becoming title contender
By Ken Trahan
It was not the
desired outcome. The
end came suddenly,
abruptly, sadly. While
the sting of losing at
Seattle still smarts for many black and gold loyalists,
give the New Orleans Saints a solid “B” or “B+” grade
for 2013.
The return of Sean Payton paid obvious dividends. His persona, his confidence, his winning arrogance was sorely missed. His hiring of Rob Ryan was
a godsend. Ryan may have had the biggest impact of
any assistant coach in the league in 2013. His defense
ended up ranked fourth in the league despite being
the only defense in the league not to score a touchdown.
The dramatic defensive improvement was the
biggest story of the year for New Orleans. The brilliant
season of Jimmy Graham was a close second. The
emergence of Cameron Jordan and Junior Galette
as top-shelf pass rushers in the NFL was huge. The
promise of rookies Kenny Vaccaro and Kenny Stills
was a real plus. An improved Drew Brees helped.
The Saints went from 7-9 and the worst defense
in NFL history to 12-6, a playoff berth and a first-ever
road playoff victory. The only real negative was their
inability to close the season properly. They had every
chance to clinch the NFC South and the second overall seed and failed to do so, with a bad loss at St. Louis
and a crushing loss at Carolina.
Picking 27th overall in the first round of the
2014 draft, the Saints can now put BountyGate behind them with the lost draft picks from the punishment levied by NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell.
New Orleans has its picks in rounds one through six.
They traded their seventh round selection to obtain
Parys Haralson from San Francisco.
New Orleans has 21 free agents, including 14
unrestricted, five restricted and two exclusive right
free agents.
Where are the most significant needs?
Specifically, offensive line and cornerback with
wide receiver a close third with outside linebacker a
concern as well.
Offensively, Charles Brown and Brian de la Puente are free agents. Brown was benched and has fallen out of favor and is likely to be gone. de la Puente
was beaten physically on several occasions this year.
While he has been decent and is inexpensive, you
must get better. If the Saints can address the position
in the first four rounds, would they be willing to let
him walk? They did so with Jeff Faine and Jonathan
Goodwin. You cannot do so with de la Puente unless
you have a replacement not currently on the roster.
Ben Grubbs made the Pro Bowl but did he really play that well? His cap number is high at $9.1 million. He is under contract through 2016 so he is likely
to be here.
Zach Strief is a free agent. He actually played
solid football, for the most part, and is a natural leader, a team captain and spokesman. It is all about cost.
Jahri Evans is an All-Pro. After struggling while
playing hurt in the first half of the season, he came
on to play at a higher level in the second half. He is a
sizeable investment with a cap number of $11 million.
Terron Armstead is a building block, a potential
starter for many years and he will make $525,000
in 2014. His emergence and promise makes it possible to perhaps look elsewhere in the draft if a left
tackle is available when the Saints pick in the first
two rounds.
Bryce Harris is an exclusive rights free agent

and he was valuable as a reserve this past season
and will likely be retained. Tim Lelito has a couple of
years left on his current deal.
One player in the draft with a first-round grade
that could be available is guard/tackle Zach Martin
of Notre Dame.
The offensive line did not block the run very
well in the first half of the season and allowed Brees
to be sacked 37 times in 16 regular season games
while absorbing many other hits. He was sacked
three times in the two playoff games. By comparison,
Saints quarterbacks were sacked 23 times in 2006, 16
in 2007, 17 times in 2008, 20 in 2009, 26 in 2010, 24 in
2011 and 26 times in 2012, a previous high.
At cornerback, Jabari Greer is coming off of a
serious injury and counts $4 million against the cap.
In addition, he is going into his tenth year and will
be 32-years-old. Patrick Robinson is coming off of a
serious injury and counts $2.4 million against the
cap. Corey White has not proven that he can play
consistently enough. Trevin Wade and Rod Sweeting
are unproven and Wade is an exclusive rights free
agent. Keenan Lewis was outstanding, a very good
free agent signing.
One player to watch for is cornerback Jason Verrett (5’10, 176) of TCU. Though not big, Verrett can
run quite well and has good cover skills and could be
available when the Saints pick 27th in the first round.
As for other needs, linebacker is a position to
address. Curtis Lofton and David Hawthorne played
admirably this season though neither is a huge playmaker. Parys Haralson is a free agent. Victor Butler is
coming off of a knee injury. Ramon Humber is a free
agent. Jonathan Vilma is a free agent and not likely
to return. Will Smith counts $13.9 million against the
cap, second most on the team to Drew Brees. Rufus
Johnson is a development project.
In the draft, a pair of outside linebackers are
players to watch in the late first round. Ohio State’s
Ryan Shazier (6’2, 230) was the leading tackler for
the Buckeyes and a good one. Stanford’s Trent Murphy (6’6, 251) had 15 sacks for the Cardinal in 2013
and he was moved to defensive line for the Senior
Bowl so he has versatility.
Safety could be a need. Malcolm Jenkins is a
free agent while Roman Harper has one year left on
his deal and he counts $5.9 million against the cap.
Look for one to remain and one to depart. Jenkins is a
leader, a team captain. His play dropped off after the
injuries at cornerback and the Kenny Vaccaro injury.
Vaccaro is the future and Rafael Bush, a restricted
free agent, proved he can play.
Running back is an interesting position. Is Mark
Ingram a long-term guy? Ingram played well down
the stretch and averaged 4.9 yards per carry. Still, he
had 78 carries for 386 yards and only one touchdown
and caught just seven passes for 68 yards.
He has missed 11 games in three years and he
hurt the Saints big time in the loss at Seattle, dropping a screen pass that would have popped for a first
down and sizeable gain on the opening series which
led to a Seahawks field goal. Then, when the Saints
got the wind at their backs, he had the critical fumble,
forced and recovered by Michael Bennett, that led to
Seattle going up 13-0. Ingram proved he can play in
the league and play well as a solid player. He will never be a star and will never be a big-play back or worth
the huge investment the team made in him.
Khiry Robinson is an intriguing player, with
good vision, cut back ability and quickness. Can he
progress to become a receiving threat and handle
blitz pick-up? He is very cost effective. Pierre Thomas

counts $2.9 million against the cap with one year
left on his deal. He remains a solid runner, receiver
and pass blocker. Darren Sproles counts $3.4 million
against the cap and has one year left on his deal. He
is starting to slow down a tad, about to enter his ninth
year. He will be 31-years-old next season but he still
has value in the passing game and as a kick return
man. The Saints’ commitment to the running game
late in the season and in the playoffs must carry over
into 2014.
Ingram aside, the Saints have proven that you

do not have to invest in the draft to get a solid running
back (Thomas, Robinson).
At wide receiver, Kenny Stills emerged and has
a bright future. Marques Colston proved that he still
has game though he counts $8.3 million against the
cap. Otherwise, decisions have to be made.
Speedy Joseph Morgan is a restricted free agent
but he is expected to be retained, returning from injury to give the Saints a vertical threat that they lacked
this year. In addition, Morgan has the kind of elite
page 16
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Trahan
from page 15

speed that could factor in the return game.
Robert Meachem is a free agent and an interesting study.
A Payton favorite, Meachem had a nominal season in his return
to New Orleans, catching just 16 passes with only two touchdowns though he averaged 20.3 yards per catch.
Lance Moore is entering his ninth year and will be 31
years old in 2014. Moore had his least productive season since
2009, falling from 65 receptions for 1,041 yards and six scores
in 2012 to just 37 receptions for 457 yards and two touchdowns
in 2013. He has two years left on his current deal. Nick Toon is
unproven, a big target but the jury is out on him after his poor
performance against the Jets though he has physical ability.
Ideally, you would like to get another play-maker at this
position. If Vanderbilt wide receiver Jordan Matthews is still on
the board in the second round, he would become a prime target
for the Saints, a big receiver with skill.
At tight end, the Saints will have to be creative, to break
the bank and retain Jimmy Graham. Despite his no show in Seattle, Graham had a brilliant season with 16 touchdowns and
remains a matchup nightmare for opponents. The Saints will
negotiate with him and if they cannot reach agreement with
him, look for the franchise tag to be placed on Graham. Another
impact wide receiver would make Graham even more valuable.
Benjamin Watson was a solid pickup and is a solid guy. Josh Hill
showed enough promise to stick.
Shayne Graham cannot be blamed for his two missed field
goal tries at Seattle. On the first one, holder Luke McCown had
the laces out on a very bad hold. On the second (as with the
first), Graham was kicking into the wind and rain. Still, look for
the Saints to bring in another kicker to challenge him for the
job. Thomas Morstead is entrenched as the kickoff specialist
and punter.
One area which does not need to be addressed is defensive
line. With the brilliance of Cameron Jordan, the explosiveness

0612_Orthopedic Center.indd 1

of Junior Galette, the emerging star power of Akiem Hicks and
the bright future of John Jenkins, the Saints are solid. Glenn
Foster has a couple of years left on his deal while Tyrunn Walker
is solid as well.
Decisions must be made on Brodrick Bunkley, Keyunta
Dawson and Tom Johnson. Bunkley is solid but he counts $6.1
million against the cap; the run stuffer who missed eight games
this past season will be 31 years-old in 2014, but his cap situation with dead money makes it unlikely that Bunkley will be
released. A Shreveport native, Dawson was not a real factor,
playing in just three games. Johnson had two sacks, playing in
eight games.
Finally, is it time to make an investment at quarterback
pretty early in the draft? Brees will be 35 years-old in 2014. He
was hit more this past season than at any time in his career.
While Ryan Griffin shows some promise despite lacking a big
arm and while McCown is okay in a reserve role, neither has the
top-shelf potential or ability of Brees.
Still, it is not likely that the Saints will do so yet. Perhaps
in two years, this scenario would become more likely.
Speaking of Brees, would he be willing to restructure
his deal to help keep the likes of Graham and Strief? Mickey
Loomis has done an excellent job of managing the payroll while
maintaining a contender over several years.
The Saints had a brilliant off-season in 2013. If they can
match or approach that in the 2014 draft and through free agency, they will be back in place to contend with Seattle, San Francisco, Carolina and Green Bay for the NFC championship.
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO 990
AM/WGSO.com and is president and general manager of
www.SportsNola.com. Trahan is the also the general manager and chairman of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame
Museum in the Louisiana Superdome, and runs the Life
Resources Sports Ministry.
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Frozen pipes can be prevented
By Dan Dormady
A frozen pipe can be a messy and
expensive event. The following is information and suggestions on how to
prevent water pipes in the home from
freezing and how to thaw them if they
do freeze.
Water has a unique property in that it expands as it freezes.
This expansion puts tremendous pressure on whatever is containing it, including metal or plastic pipes. No matter the “strength” of
a container, expanding water can cause pipes to break. Pipes that
freeze most frequently are those that are exposed to severe cold, like
outdoor hose bibs, swimming pool supply lines, water sprinkler lines
and water supply pipes in unheated interior areas like crawl spaces,
attics, garages or kitchen cabinets. Pipes that run inside exterior
walls are also subject to freezing.
Check around your home for those areas where water supply
lines are located in unheated areas. Look in the crawl space, attic,
garage and under kitchen and bathroom cabinets. Both hot and cold
water pipes in these areas should be insulated. Consider installing
specific products made to insulate water pipes or valves like a “pipe
sleeve” or valve cover on exposed water pipes and valves. Newspaper can provide some degree of insulation and protection to exposed
pipes – even one-quarter inch of newspaper can provide protection
in areas that usually do not have frequent or prolonged temperatures
below freezing.
During cold weather, take preventative action by keeping garage doors closed if there are water supply lines in the garage. Open
kitchen and bathroom cabinet doors to allow warmer air to circulate around the plumbing but be sure to move any harmful cleaners
and household chemicals up out of the reach of children. When the
weather is very cold outside, let the cold water drip from the faucet
served by exposed pipes. Running even a trickle of water through the
pipe helps prevent pipes from freezing. Keep the thermostat set to

the same temperature both during the day and at night. By temporarily suspending the use of lower nighttime temperatures, you may
incur a higher heating bill, but you can prevent a much more costly
repair job if pipes freeze and burst. If you are not going to be home
during cold weather leave the heat on in your home set to a temperature no lower than 60 degrees Fahrenheit.
If you turn on a faucet and only a trickle of water comes out,
suspect a frozen pipe. Likely places for frozen pipes include those
in exterior walls or where your water service enters your home from
the ground. Keep the faucet open. As you treat the frozen pipe and
the frozen area begins to melt, water will begin to flow through the
frozen area. Running water through the pipe will help melt ice in
the pipe. Apply heat to the section of pipe using an electric heating
pad wrapped around the pipe, an electric hair dryer, a portable space
heater (kept away from flammable materials) or by wrapping pipes
with towels soaked in hot water. Be careful using space heaters to
warm up areas near pipes. Do not overload circuits and try not to
use extension cords but if you must, make sure they are rated for the
appliance. Do not use a blowtorch or other open flame device. Apply
heat slowly until full water pressure is restored. If you are unable to
locate it, if the frozen area is not accessible or if you cannot thaw the
pipe, call a licensed plumber.
If a pipe breaks, shut off the water immediately. There are typically two shutoff valves at a residence. The first valve, called the main
shut off, is normally located adjacent to the house where the water
line comes out of the ground and goes into the home. The second
valve, called a curb stop, is normally located at the water meter near
the street and is normally operated by the water company. Valves are
also located at plumbing appliances such as sinks and toilets. Keeping your main shutoff valve in good working condition will assure you
that you will be able to turn your water off in the event of an emergency. If you have an older main shutoff valve it should be turned
periodically to prevent possible corrosion build-up. Replace the valve
if it does not operate properly.
If the main shut valve does not work in an emergency, you should

call the Jefferson Parish Water Department at 736-6066 or 838-4363.
For future preventive measures consider relocating exposed
pipes to provide increased protection from freezing. Pipes can be
relocated by a professional if the home is remodeled. Also, it would
be good to add insulation to attics and crawl spaces. Insulation will
maintain higher temperatures in these areas.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and
licensed home inspector and the president of Criterium-Dormady
Engineers, a locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection services.
Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA
70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady
Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com..
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Real Estate
Pets in the mix: From petrifying to purrfect
By Linda R. Martin
A beautiful cat or a friendly dog
might be just the thing for you and your
family. What about pets and all that
goes with them when you are buying or
selling a home?
True animal lovers often have homes that are especially welcoming to animals and people alike. Homes that are set back from
roads or traffic or are close to dog parks or walking trails might have
special appeal. Horse properties are often fenced, have pasture land
or barns and storage for feed. Whether or not you have pets, if you
are selling a property with these facets, you might have a winning
angle for the right buyer. While real estate agents can promote these
features, they want to do so without having to overcome pet odor and
damage issues.
Evaluating a home with regard to pets unlocks features and
flaws in a home. Odors may indicate issues with air flow, potentially
giving clues about heating and cooling. When allergens are present in
the air, air conditioning can help take them out of circulation making
a home with central air more appealing.
Most homes will be primarily evaluated for people so do the
work beforehand to make your home people-friendly and as petneutral as possible. The homeowner should minimize the obvious
signs of pets such as food bowls, toys, scent, fur, scratch marks,
carpet stains or damage from digging and chewing. While it hardly seems fair, significant value may be lost if the home is perceived
to be occupied or potentially damaged by pets. During the showing and marketing of the house all pet matters should be kept in
check. As a general rule keep in mind that while people often love

pets, they don’t always love yours.
Barking dogs, cats that shed excessively and animals that could
cause harm are deterrents to the welcoming feel most people desire
when they come to see a property. Consider “doggy daycare” or boarding your pet elsewhere if there is a concern that they are a detraction.
Always alert the showing agent to presence of a pet. Remove as
much pet evidence as possible prior to showings and be sure that the
pet is up to date on all shots.
Check for outside damage to landscapes, porches, decks and
the lawn. Ensure that holes are filled, scratched wood repaired, fences repaired and entry doors are repaired.
Inside, have carpet professionally cleaned and check carefully
for any damage to floors, moldings, doors, etc. Clean air ducts and
filters in the HVAC system.
When pets are in the mix and a home is for sale consider
the pet’s happiness, safety and the effect that they might have
on the people viewing the home. If a pet cannot be removed for
showings, consider crate-training which might also aid in the relocation process.
Selling or buying with pets in mind adds a dimension to the process. Paying attention to these details can seem overwhelming but
the value of a home depends on it. Purrfectly so.
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be reached
at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned and operated company. Visit the company website
at www.gardnerrealtors.com.
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Government

In 2010 I was blessed to convene a group of
dedicated and selfless leaders in this community.
My economic development committee has worked
from page 6
tirelessly over the past four years identifying objecfor the West Esplanade Avenue/Duncan Canal drainage tives and working toward goals based on extensive
and roadway improvements. Design is scheduled to be- research and their own individual expertise. I’d like
gin in the first half of 2014 and approximately $7 million for all of the members of the Economic Developin financial assistance is expected for this project. The ment Committee here today to please stand and be
Mississippi River levee raising project was announced recognized for your tremendous service to Kenner.
by the Corps of Engineers and for the first time in over
A few examples of this committee’s many suc30 years the levee will be raised two to three feet to cessful objectives include marketing Kenner to
ensure proper flood protection in South Kenner. Other residents and business owners, bringing better educainfrastructure improvements scheduled to begin and tional opportunities for Kenner residents and enhancslated for an 80 percent federal funding match are the ing working relationships between Kenner and other
bridge replacement by Crestview Street/23rd Street, public service organizations.
Chateau Boulevard resurfacing (West Esplanade AvTwo major results of the teamwork and dedienue to Vintage Drive), Veterans Boulevard lighting cation of the mayor’s economic development comimprovements (Loyola Drive to Virginia Street), Power mittee are Kenner’s first charter school, Kenner DisBoulevard enhancement improvements (West Espla- covery Health Sciences Academy, which opened its
nade Avenue to Vintage Drive), Williams Boulevard/ doors in August and has been an overwhelming sucAirline Drive enhancement improvements, traffic cess in the community and cooperative work with
signal improvements at Roosevelt Boulevard/West Me- the Louis Armstrong New Orleans International
tairie and West Esplanade Avenue/Chateau Boulevard, Airport throughout the renovation of terminals and
and Chateau Boulevard enhancement improvements construction of the CONRAC. These are only two ex(West Esplanade Avenue to Vintage Drive).
amples of the effective work of the EDC.
Our cooperation with other public agencies
However, in 2013 we saw the Yenni administrawill continue as we actively seek assistance for in- tion and EDC’s dream of Kenner’s new face become
frastructure.
a reality. The committee’s greatest and most compreWe are proud of the major improvements that hensive objective of all was accepted, the Kenner 2030.
have been made and are scheduled to be made The Kenner 2030 plan includes beautification and pethroughout the city in the upcoming years. I am posi- destrian safety enhancements at 10 critical corridors
tive that it will assist as a catalyst to bringing Kenner throughout the city. The goal is to create a new and iminto a new day of prosperity.
proved identity for Kenner. This $29 million investment
Moving on to our focus on economic development. in the future of Kenner was possible with funds from
I would like to point out some of our accomplishments a bond refinance that was passed in 2013, a refinance
in this area. Fiscal responsibility and infrastructure that took advantage of rock bottom interest rates. The
development are important to produce a stable busi- Kenner 2030 plan focuses on giving Kenner a sense of
ness environment but economic development strate- place and includes elements of livability. Corridors that
gies are important to bring about growth. Since 2010 I will see improvements as a result of this plan include
have had the honor of cutting the ribbon and opening Williams Boulevard, Veterans Boulevard, Airline Drive,
the doors of several new businesses. Opening Kenner’s Power Boulevard and Loyola Drive.
Target location was a proud moment as was the day the
The Kenner 2030 plan is another catalyst for Kenfirst volleyball game was played at Coconut Beach in ner’s renaissance and key to its journey back to being a
Laketown. Just in time for the 2013 holiday season, the community of choice.
Grand Theatre Esplanade opened its 14-screen comRegarding the quality of life focus area, my top
plex just outside of The Esplanade mall. The theatre priority has been and will remain ensuring public
features all stadium seating and the latest technology safety. We hired Kenner’s first full time qualified emer0912_Century_Title_Gray.pdf
1
8/24/12 gency
8:02
PM
in digital projection
and 3-D capabilities.
management
coordinator who has established a

State of the city

In Operation over 18 years

cooperative working relationship with agencies such as
the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security, Jefferson
Parish Emergency Operations and the Kenner Police
and Fire Departments.
The next step was to construct a fully functional emergency operations center once the Barbre
School renovation was complete. The EOC is housed
in this facility and proved to be a central communications center during the test of Hurricane Isaac.
Our emergency manager is currently working with
our grant writer and has submitted an application
to GOHSEP through the Hazard Mitigation Grant
Program. The $381,000 in funding will be utilized to
protect the EOC and emergency facilities.
Another major priority is the presence of code
enforcement throughout the city. We have increased
the frequency of code sweeps and demolitions as well
as convened a code advisory committee made up of
Kenner residents and professionals. The code advisory
committee advocated legislation that strengthened
regulations for grass cutting, commercial vehicles, the
display of goods and vacant or foreclosed properties.
Another important aspect of enhancing quality of
life is ensuring access to public information. We have
focused heavily on this objective by launching a userfriendly website, activating social media avenues such
as Facebook and Twitter, implementing online services
such as ticket payments, tax payments, leisure services
registration and payments and occupational license renewals. Kenner TV also expanded its broadcasting from
Cox to include AT&T’s U-Verse and YouTube.
The Kenner Mayor’s Court is home to the first
paperless court in Louisiana and is a model court
that has been awarded by the Louisiana Municipal
Association. Many other local courts are following
Kenner’s lead by implementing this system which
was funded via a grant.
In accordance with the Kenner 2030 plan 2013
brought about a successful measure to enhance quality of life. The community listening sessions took place
in each district and provided citizens with a forum to
voice concerns and ideas for Kenner’s improvement.
Also in 2013 we launched our recycling program
which was met with overwhelming participation. This
pilot program soon outgrew the original bins at the
drop-off locations on each end of Kenner. We have just
announced the relocation and re-vamp of the recycling
program and are confident that the enhancements will
help to accommodate the overwhelming demand.
The final focal point I want to discuss today is one
that is most important – utilizing our assets and taking
advantage of what Kenner already has and using it to
our advantage to ensure a community characterized by
growth and prosperity
Kenner has assets in its landscape that include
Laketown, Rivertown and the airport. But the most
important asset of all is the people who live and work
here. Those who strive to make the community better with service and a good example. We have worked
hard to continue Kenner’s traditions that truly give
our city its identity but Veterans Day and Memorial
Day ceremonies, Nights Out Against Crime, Lundi
Gras celebrations and the Saint Rosalie procession
would not be as successful without the members of
our community that make them great.
The Kenner City Volunteer Committee is a
group of city employees that activated over four
years ago and works to raise funds for organizations
such as the American Cancer Society and the American Lung Association in addition to numerous local
causes. Michele Lawler has been its president over
the past years and is the definition of community
service. Her leadership is an example to be followed
and she should be recognized for her hard work and
dedication to the CVC and its causes. Michele is in
the audience today. Please stand to be recognized
for your tireless efforts to improve our city.

Public services such as our Council on Aging and
Kenner Food Bank could not succeed without the help
of our employees and volunteers. The Kenner Food
Bank receives extra support from fundraisers like Sipping with Santa held here annually. But the food bank
often struggles to keep its shelves full. Recently the food
bank was finally able to participate in Wal-Mart’s community outreach program. This program was never a
possibility for the food bank due to its inability to transport food from the Wal-Mart Distribution Center in Robert, Louisiana, until one Kenner business owner stepped
in. Mr. Ronnie Mains, owner of Cross Roads Centers in
South Kenner, learned of the food bank’s problem when
he made donations to the Thanksgiving food drive and
spoke to our Community Development Director, Ms.
Arleeta Terrell. Mr. Mains has scheduled for his trucks
to pick up supplies from Robert on a monthly basis and
arranged for storage for the supplies obtained. His commitment to the Kenner Food Bank and those in need of
assistance is an example to be followed. Thank you for
your kindness and generosity to the Kenner Food Bank,
the Department of Community Development and the
city of Kenner. At this time Mr. Mains please stand up to
be recognized for your support.
Our first responders are instrumental in maintaining the safety and quality of life in Kenner. The
Kenner Police Department serves and protects but
also contributes to the community in many other
ways from its annual toy drive each holiday season to
its self-defense classes that are open to the public.
The KPD is known for its quality service and employees. Today, I would like to recognize one of our fine
officers who has truly exemplified the standards and
values of the Kenner Police Department through
his years of service. At this time, Officer Randy Bellanger, please stand to be recognized for the example you have set for your fellow officers. Thank you
for your service to the Kenner Police Department.
The Kenner Fire Department is committed to
working together to ensure the safety of Kenner’s citizens and educating the public regarding fire prevention. With a mission to always be prepared, the Kenner
Fire Department performs daily tasks and responds to
emergency incidents with professionalism and courtesy. Another key component and asset to our community, I would like to recognize one of our firefighters
who is an example to his community on a daily basis.
Captain John Tetlow joined the Kenner Fire Department in 1991 and was promoted to fire captain in 2007.
He has served on the police and fire civil service board
since 2009, he is a merit badge counselor and serves on
the board of review for rank advancement with the Boy
Scouts of America. He readily steps up when asked to
commit time and effort to completing fire department
assignments. He displays initiative and takes pride in
being a firefighter. Captain Tetlow, please stand to be
recognized for your contribution to the Kenner Fire
Department and the city of Kenner.
At the end of 2013, my administration and I began a new initiative with another great community asset, our youth. The first Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council
has been convened and consists of 21 high school students who reside in Kenner. This council’s mission is
to obtain up-close and personal insight regarding how
local government works and to provide input to elected
officials and administrative leaders on issues that are
important to the youth in our community. This past
Thursday [January 16] the MYAC voted on their service
project and decided to hold a cabbage ball tournament
to benefit the Recreation Department. We look forward
to a great fundraising event with them.
In addition to a wonderful community, Kenner
also has many built-in assets. Rivertown is at the top
of that list and we’ve worked hard to revitalize that
area. We proudly opened the Kenner branch of the Jefferson Parish Registrar of Voter’s Office followed by the
continued on next page

Unscrupulous lending

Latin American News

By Rafael E. Saddy
Welcome to the
land of opportunities
and the “American
Dream.” Unfortunately,
as people become successful there are predators ready to take financial advantage of their success. They come in various forms
such as greedy mortgage companies and con-artists,
among others. While actions of these individuals and/
or companies may not always be illegal, the result can
still be devastating for some. Many folks lose their
homes and savings to professionals who supposedly
will help them but in return they only help themselves.
Predatory lending is when only the lending party
mostly benefits from the transaction and not the borrower. If you are not sure of the legality of a transaction it is best to check with agencies such as the Better
Business Bureau, local authorities or the state attorney general’s office.
Unscrupulous lenders use different abusive and/
or subtle tactics to get money from you. Their target

audiences are typically the elderly, low-income people
or minority homeowners. Borrowers are often subject
to very aggressive sales pressure to coerce them into
getting a loan or refinancing, when it may not be necessary. Usually these loans have very excessive fees or
unnecessary fees. Another way the predators add to
their profits are by selling unnecessary insurance or
taking prepayment of insurance for two to five years.
If the offer is too good to be true, it usually is,
so walk away.
You may be taken advantage of by unscrupulous lenders by being charged higher than the going
interest rate, having balloon payments at the end of
the term written in the deal, early payment penalties
being a part of the loan, having loan terms you don’t
understand or “no credit, no problem” tactics used to
persuade you to sign up for the loan. Another tip is to
never sign a document with blank lines that the lender
is promising to fill in later. Also, be on the lookout for
low monthly payments as they may not always be a deal.
And look at the overall total cost of the loan in the end.

State of the city

plan the city of New Orleans announced its initiative to
significantly upgrade the airport including a new terminal on the north side of the property scheduled for
completion in 2018 in time for the city of New Orleans’
Tri-Centennial. This $827 million makeover will infuse
new economic development into Kenner and add to the
Kenner 2030 vision.
The prosperity of the Laketown area is truly a result of a group effort by the administration, economic
development committee and members of the community. Cooperative relationships and aggressive marketing have brought events to the area such as the Zombie
Run and the new Race to the Lake event that started
this year. We were also excited to re-open the fishing
pier this year after it sustained damage from Hurricane
Isaac. The vision of the economic development committee and the Yenni administration was to bring the
Laketown property into commerce. The state lease for
Laketown was successfully amended to allow commercial development on the property. We have a vision for
Laketown – a vision that will change the future of not
only the city of Kenner but the entire region.
I’d like to thank my entire staff for their hard
work and dedication, as well as the City Council and my
economic development committee.
I would be remiss if I didn’t thank my wife for
her constant support and understanding. Being mayor
of this great city demands much of my time and attention and she accommodates its demands with a smile.
She also devotes time to fundraising for Kenner’s Food
Bank and has raised over $100,000 over the past few
years. Finally, I have talked about all of the great things
that have happened in 2013, but I also need to thank
Michelle for making that year the greatest in my life as
we welcomed Reagan.
My goal for today was to provide you with a summary of our overwhelming progress over the past few
years. We’ve had a busy four years meeting goals and
making plans. But we are just getting started and I cannot wait to see Kenner continue its rebirth. I cannot
wait to see the growth and prosperity that is in store for
us and I am excited to take this journey with all of you.
My administration has focused on the good character of our people. We have made the infrastructure
solid. We have worked as a team with the police chief
and the council and the Yenni administration is bringing pride back to the people of this great city. I told you
four years ago that this city would be led by youth, energy, no nonsense and integrity…“Y” “E” “N” “N” “I.”
We chose a great direction to navigate this city.

continued from previous page

Kenner Office of Motor Vehicles. These two resources
have made their home in Kenner’s historic Rivertown.
The Planning Department has worked diligently
to revive the Rivertown area with the Louisiana Office
of Cultural Development. The Rivertown Historic District has been awarded cultural district status which
allows tax credits and many more benefits. Rivertown
also participated in the Transportation Enhancement
Program and successfully secured $423,400 in grant
funding. Now a certified local government, Rivertown
has met the final requirement before becoming a part
of the Main Street Program, a goal that we will achieve
in the near future as we continue collaboration with Lt.
Governor Jay Dardenne’s office.
We welcomed the Castle Theatre Comedy Club to
Rivertown. Just down the street, Theatre 13 has made
its home at the Rivertown Theaters for the Performing
Arts and is selling out shows due to its talent-packed
line-up of performances. With such a great variety the
Rivertown Theaters has something for patrons of all
ages. Their new spring season line-up has just begun
and includes performances like “Under the Boardwalk,” “The Ball and All” and more.
To increase the traffic through Rivertown, and
highlight some of our wonderful additions to the area,
the city has a number of recreational events held there.
The Parks and Recreation Department holds its farmer’s market each first and third Saturday of the month.
We also host Movies in the Park as well as Music in the
Park during the spring. Heritage Park is now home to
Christmas Village and is a beautiful sight during the
holiday season complete with Santa and snow. And for
the past three years we have become home to Deutches
Haus Oktoberfest which draws crowds to Rivertown to
celebrate the rich history of Germany.
The well-being of the Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport is of the utmost importance
to the city of Kenner and I am excited about the highvolume of activity taking place there and Kenner’s involvement in the process. Fostering a strong working
relationship with the city of New Orleans and the FAA
we were involved in the renovation of the terminals and
CONRAC prior to the Super Bowl. In addition, we have
made progress in streamlining the process for airport
buyout property acquisition. The future of the airport
is bright. Just after the acceptance of the Kenner 2030
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Many times consumers are facing financial
emergencies and are looking for a way to get quick
cash to help get out of a jam. But, there could possibly
be other alternatives and options such as borrowing
from a family member or a credit union, getting a
small bank loan or borrowing against your 401K.
Community announcements
Feb. 7 & 21 – Kenner Hispanic Resource Center
offering assistance with SNAP Food Stamp application.
For more information call 469-2570.
Feb. 15 – Kenner Hispanic Resource Center, Pro
Bono Legal Clinic, legal consultation on civic maters.
For more information call 469-2570.
Feb. 27 – Unidad Hispanoamericana general
meeting and planning 2013 pageant event. For information call 466-1483.
Income Taxes Due – The deadline for taxes to
be turned in is April 15. It is that time of the year
and every person that receives income, resides in
the United States and fulfills certain requirements
is required to file an income tax return and to pay
any taxes that are due. Everyone must file, including individuals not in permanent residence status.
Hispanics in T.P.S. and/or pending on legalization
As you can see, Kenner’s best days are yet to come.
Our proudest achievements are just ahead. Our greatest moments are just around the corner. I am going to
continue to move Kenner ahead and no one will be left
behind.
We are way too great of a city to limit ourselves
to small dreams, and, to quote General Russel Honoré,
“The future is on the other side of impossible and together we will strive to do the impossible.”
2014 has the potential to be even bigger and

status are encouraged to file taxes to avoid any complications with the Internal Revenue Service. If you
are not sure about how to file an income tax return,
ask the proper authorities for guidance. If you do
not have a Social Security number the IRS will issue
an ITIN number. This is not a Social Security number but a number assigned specifically to individuals so they can file a tax return and pay their taxes.
Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 has Hispanic TV programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at
8:00 p.m. For more information and program schedule
go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the KTV logo.
I leave you with this thought: “The only reason a great number of Americans families don’t
own an elephant is because they have never been
offered an elephant for a dollar down and easy
weekly payments.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for
the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana
(LACAL). Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net.
Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284,
Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

brighter. I look forward to what is in store as the best is
certainly yet to come!
A video of the entire 2013 state of the
city address will be available by mid-February
and can be viewed by visiting the Kenner website, www.kenner.la.us, or on KTV’s YouTube at
youtube.com/kennertvonline.
Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or by
email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

KENNER

JOIN KBA

ASSOCIATION

for an Evening Under the Stars
at the Planetarium

BUSINESS

Kenner Planetarium in Rivertown
at 2020 Fourth Street

A Community Based
Networking Organization
For Men and Women

Thursday, February 20, 2014
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Reservations@kpba.biz
or call Mary-Sharon at 441-6106
KPBA_0214.indd 1
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See a movie clip and enjoy food,
networking and door prizes.
1/26/14 10:09 PM

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident Public Speaker
Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

February 6 & 20, 2014
at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

nolaeaa.org
EAA_0214.indd 1

1/25/14 1:04 PM
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People

I beat up Scut Farkus
By Ed Clancy

– “On King! On you huskies!!”
Having sent in the requisite cereal box tops, I finally received in the
mail an official and legal deed to one square inch of land in the Yukon
Like much of America, one of my
Territory. It was in my mind, I’m sure, that someday I would go and visit
favorite Christmas movies is “A Christmas
Story.” It wasn’t so popular when it was
my very own land in the Great White North. It meant more to me than
released in theaters in 1983 but over the
the genuine silver bullet given to me many years later by Clayton Moore,
years it exploded on television and has been shown as an annual 24 hour
who played the Lone Ranger on television.
marathon ever since 1997.
Secondly, I lived in a snowy climate just like Ralphie. His was
The story is about a nine-year-old boy who can’t wait for Christmas
Indiana, mine was central New York State. Just like Ralphie’s mother,
to come every year to his Indiana home town. The movie is set in 1939
my mom would spend what seemed like hours jamming me into my
and this particular year the boy, named Ralphie, wants a Red Ryder BB
snow suit to go to school or out to play. Winters were rough up there
gun. Ralphie’s main obsessions are two radio shows, namely cowboy
and it took a lot of heavy coats and mittens and galoshes to go out and
be uncomfortable in the wind and snowdrifts. One of the great scenes in
hero “Red Ryder” and “Little Orphan Annie.” Radio shows in those days
the movie is when little brother Randy has to waddle to school following
kept the kids interested with things you could send away for and things
the other kids screaming, “I can’t put my arms down!”
you could badger your parents to buy in the store. Red Ryder had the BB
And lastly, my identification with Ralphie was complete when he
rifle you could get your dad to buy, or, if that failed, as it did for Ralphie,
finally stood up to his nemesis, the class bully, a kid named Scut Farkus.
ask Santa to bring. Orphan Annie had her secret decoder, which Ralphie
sent away for remembering to include, of course, the cost of the decoder He was as ugly as his name.
With his minion (apparently he couldn’t afford more than one
and the required number of Ovaltine labels.
minion) standing ominously at his side, Scut would make Ralphie’s life
While I don’t go as far back as 1939 I do identify with the movie and
miserable in a thousand ways but one day he went too far. As Ralphie was
little Ralph in three ways.
First, I had sent away for my share of “premiums” from radio shows. going home from school he was smashed in the face by a huge snowball.
The one that sticks in my mind was from “Sergeant Preston of the Yukon.” Scut and his minion taunted Ralphie, asking if “the baby is going to cry.”
The Sergeant Preston show was produced by the same folks who brought
That did it.
Ralphie charged toward the much larger Scut, threw him to the
us “The Lone Ranger” and I listened to that show religiously – “Return
snow and started pounding the living snot out of him. Pow, Pow, Pow!
with us now to those thrilling days of yesteryear. From out of the past
Ralphie beat Scut Farkus mercilessly until Farkus started crying.
come the thundering hoof beats of the great horse Silverrr! The Lone
When I was about ten or twelve years old I had my own Scut Farkus
Ranger rides again! ‘Hi-Yo, Silver, Awayyyy!’” But, for some reason, I
favored Preston, a member of the Royal Canadian Northwest Mounted – my cousin Richie. He was not a big kid but he was muscled and wiry and
strong. He spent much of his life taunting me and generally abusing me.
Police. The Lone Ranger had Silver, but Preston had the great dog King
I had a certain amount of admiration for his agility. I once saw him jump
from a tractor that was flying out of the second floor of a hay barn into
the barnyard below, landing on its side with a huge tractor tire buried

in the mud. If Richie had not jumped onto the roof of the attached milk
shed, this story would never have happened.
One day Richie was over at my house and we were on my front
lawn when he started in. I don’t remember what he said exactly but I do
remember my blood starting to boil. He issued some final insult and he
punched my arm and he punched hard.
That did it.
I blindly flew at him and knocked him to the ground. I started
hitting him and I knew I could not stop because if I did he would kill
me or close to it. I hit and hit and hit, and all of a sudden, my macho
cousin Richie started crying and pleading with me to stop. I couldn’t
believe either that I made him cry or that I did the thing in the first place.
Cousin Richie never bothered me again.
That, however, is not the end of the story. After I left my home town
I never saw Richie again until many, many years later when I was home
for a visit. I guess we were both at least in our forties. I happened to
see him on the street talking with my cousin, Patrick, and I stopped to
say hello to Patrick, not recognizing Richie at all. When I finally figured
out who he was I couldn’t contain myself. I turned to Richie and said,
“Remember that time when we were kids and I beat the hell out of you
on my lawn?”
He looked at me very strangely and said he didn’t know what I was
talking about. At that point I knew one of two things – he really did forget
or block out the incident or he was lying. I think he was lying. I hope he
was lying. It would be really disappointing if my shining moment had
gone for naught. Yeah, he was lying.
Well, whether he was or not I will always be able to claim that I was
the first to beat up Scut Farkus.
Maybe I should have asked for royalties.
Ed Clancy can be reached via email at edclancy2@aol.com or at
his blogsite, ed-clancy.blogspot.com.

Community
JEDCO launches second annual entrepreneur pitch competition
The Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission
(JEDCO) recently announced the launch of its second annual pitch
competition for entrepreneurs living and working in Jefferson Parish.
Held during New Orleans Entrepreneur Week, an event spearheaded
by The Idea Village, the JEDCO Challenge will elevate opportunities
for early-stage companies in the area.
The competition will be held on Tuesday, March 25, 2014 in
front of a panel of Jefferson Parish business leaders and an audience
of their peers. Finalists will be judged on a seven-minute pitch and a
business plan, which must be submitted in advance of the competition. The winning pitch will receive a business-boosting prize package of in-kind business services and direct capital to be used to help
grow the company in Jefferson Parish. To date, the prize package is
valued at more than $20,000 with plans to continue growing until the
competition.
JEDCO is looking for entrepreneurs with unique ideas that have
the high potential to grow and positively impact Jefferson Parish. Entrepreneurs are urged to apply for the challenge on JEDCO’s website.
They must meet the following criteria to be eligible. The entrepreneurs must live, work or have a strong presence in Jefferson Parish,
must generate less than $1 million in revenue, must have less than
10 employees and must be a for-profit company.
The application will be live on JEDCO’s website for one month
through February 7, 2014. Applicants will be narrowed down through
a rigorous review process. Finalists will be chosen at the end of February with one month for pitch preparation and business plan assistance.
“Entrepreneurs are the future of Jefferson Parish and we will
do everything we can to best assist them as they grow,” says JEDCO
Executive Director Jerry Bologna. “This entrepreneur challenge provides us with a platform to better connect with the future leaders of
our Jefferson Parish business community. It is exciting for JEDCO
to play a role in helping these companies find success in Jefferson

Muhleisen_0813.indd 1
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Parish and we look forward to providing a continuous support system
in the future.”
In 2013, the pitch competition was born out of a challenge
posed by Jefferson Parish start-up, Cordina New Orleans Cocktails.
The company, which creates on-the-go adult drinks, asked JEDCO
to host a pitch competition for local entrepreneurs. Not only did the
event showcase the entrepreneurial ecosystem in Jefferson Parish,
but it also connected local up-and-comers with today’s business leaders through direct capital, business resources and mentorship.
In the competition’s first year, four finalists competed in front of
an audience of more than 115 people. With sponsorships from more
than a dozen local companies, the 2013 winner, Billy Bosch of Be Well
Nutrition, Inc., walked away from the competition with more than
$50,000 in direct capital and in-kind services. Billy used the prize
package to help launch two flavors of the company’s new health
drink, ICONIC.
The entrepreneur challenge will be held during New Orleans
Entrepreneur Week for the second year in a row. The culmination of
the Idea Village’s annual Entrepreneur Season, NOEW has become
the premiere showcase event for the New Orleans entrepreneurial
ecosystem. NOEW 2014 is expected to engage 5,000+ of the nation’s
most innovative business leaders, financiers, entrepreneurs and students.
This event is possible with assistance from Jefferson Parish businesses and organizations sponsors including the Jefferson Chamber
of Commerce, Cordina New Orleans Cocktails, Baker Donelson, MMI
Culinary Services, Gambel Communications, Ardyn Thriffily and Associates, First NBC Bank and A Journey to Success. JEDCO is still
accepting additional donations of in-kind services and money to grow
the JEDCO Challenge prize package.
The deadline to apply for the JEDCO Challenge is February 7, 2014.
Visit JEDCO’s website for additional information at www.JEDCO.com.
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Health
Dr. Smith named “One of Louisiana’s most powerful
and influential women”
Dr. Victoria Smith, a family medicine physician with Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner has been
selected as one of “Louisiana’s most powerful and
influential women” by the National Diversity Council Awards Committee.
Dr. Smith will be formally recognized for her
leadership, excellence and accomplishments at the
2014 Louisiana Women’s Conference Award Breakfast on Thursday, March 20, 2014 held from 9:00 a.m.
until 10:15 a.m. at Delgado Community College in
New Orleans.
The Louisiana Diversity Council is one of
many state councils that fall under the umbrella
organization of the National Diversity Council.
The council seeks to promote diversity and inclusion in the workplace and community and do so
through various meetings and events all over the
country. In Louisiana, they are currently part-

www.chateaucafe.com

Burger Specials

(Chateau Blvd. location only)

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Dr. Victoria Smith

nered with Ochsner Health System, Richard’s
Disposal, Strategic Restaurants Acquisition Company, Cleco, Jones Walker, Morgan Stanley and
Entergy.

Ochsner-Kenner
welcomes two
orthopaedic surgeons
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner announced
the addition of two new orthopaedic surgeons, Dr.
Pamela Petrocy and Dr. Jay French, Jr. to their staff.
Dr. Petrocy earned her medical degree at The
Ohio State University College of Medicine in Columbus, Ohio and completed her research fellowship in
total joint replacement and her orthopedic residency at Tulane University in New Orleans. She is board
certified in orthopaedic surgery and a member of
multiple medical associations.
Dr. French, a New Orleans native, earned his
medical degree and completed his orthopedics
residency at Tulane University and completed his
fellowship training in hand and shoulder surgery
at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, Texas. Dr.
French is board certified in orthopaedic surgery
and specializes in hand and shoulder surgery.
Both Drs. Petrocy and Dr. French will be practicing at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner located at
200 West Esplanade Avenue, Suite 107. For appointments or more information call 464-8000.
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Mushroom, Swiss Burger
Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger
(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger
Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for To Go Orders!
ChateauCafe_1113.indd 1

Dr. Jay French, Jr.

Recipe Corner

10/25/13 9:18 PM

VEGETABLE SOUP
By foodieforone.com

Dr. Pamela Petrocy

19,355
That’s the number of registered voter
households in Kenner that receive the
Kenner Star FREE in the mail each month!

WANT TO REACH
THOSE PEOPLE?
Call us to advertise!
468- 9125

A polar vortex that hadn’t blown through the
south in over two decades arrived with a vengeance for
two straight days last month so a steaming pot of vegetable soup was in
order. After spending the weekend at Covey Rise, a hunting, dining and lodging facility
just north of New Orleans, and bringing home bushels of beautiful vegetables from their gardens, my
job in the kitchen was an easy one. All I needed from the grocery was meat for seasoning such as a bone
in beef shank or a pack of bone in beef chuck short ribs. With the addition of a cheese tray and cold
beers or a bottle of Cabernet, our dinner was ready.
Start by making a beef broth. Begin by rinsing off the soup meat and place in a large pot with an onion
and two stalks of celery, both sliced in half. Add kosher salt, black pepper and enough water to rise over
the meat about four to five inches. Simmer on low to medium heat about two hours. A film will rise to
the top. Occasionally remove with a large spoon.
After two hours, remove meat and discard celery and onion. Strain any another debris from the broth
and return beef to the broth. Add all washed and chopped vegetables (leave them chunky), a little more
kosher salt and black pepper and allow to simmer on low for most of the day, four hours or more. Stir
occasionally. The selection of vegetables to add to your vegetable soup is limitless. Use corn on the cob
cut into two-inch pieces, turnips, radishes, sweet potatoes, russet potatoes, celery, whole tomatoes,
yellow onion and carrots. Yucca is another favorite. The Covey Rise gardens are massive and beautiful
and many of the crops grown there are supplied to several fine dining establishments in New Orleans.
The rest are prepared onsite and enjoyed by the guests at Covey Rise. It was a great experience at Covey
Rise. Our dining experience at Covey Rise was phenomenal. We can’t wait to get back there!
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle
Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@
yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Recipe Corner_0214.indd 1
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Lundi Gras
from page 1

Exhibition Hall. Local vendors will man booths selling food, refreshments and crafts during the Lundi
Gras festivities.

Terrell
from page 7

and strengthen communities. For more information
about these two programs call Michelle Foster at
468-3457.
The Community Development Department and
its resource centers have an array of programs and
services available to the citizens of Kenner. I encourage you to visit one of our locations. Particularly, if
anyone is interested in learning Spanish – the Hispanic Resource center has the Rosetta Stone Program (self-taught) – available to the community on
Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00
p.m. Also, there are a number of programs and services for non-English speaking residents including free
health care, after school tutoring, ESL – English as

Community

Argus royalty includes Elton M Lagasse, King
Argus XXX, and his queen, Diana Lynn Netterville.
Zulu royalty are King Garren Mims and his queen,
Georgette Mims. For more information regarding
the event call 468-7231.
a Second Language and efforts to prevent homelessness in our city. We work with other social services
agencies such as Associated Catholic Charities, the
Jefferson Community Action program, Red Cross and
others to aid families in crisis.
Our community centers are the Hispanic Community Resource Center, 4312 Florida Avenue, 4692570; Martin Luther King Center, 1042 31st Street,
466-0697; South Kenner/Rivertown Service Center,
624 Williams Boulevard, 468-7588; and the Kenner
Food Bank, 315 Worth Street, 458-7220.
Keith Conley is the interim director of Kenner’s
Inspections and Code Enforcement Department can
be reached at 468-6606 or iced@kenner.la.us. The office is located at 1801 Williams Boulevard on the
first floor of Building B in Kenner.

LSU AgCenter offers seminar on planting and
growing fruit trees in backyards
J. B. Anders, an LSU AgCenter horticulture agent for Jefferson Parish, will discuss
the basics of planting and growing fruit trees
at 7:00 p.m., on Thursday, March 13, 2014 at
the Eastbank Regional Library located at
4747 West Napoleon Avenue in Metairie.
This event is free of charge and is open
to the public. Registration is not required.
A significant number of fruit trees and
similar plants do well in Louisiana. They include fig, citrus, blueberry, pawpaw, persimmon and blackberry. Most of these can be
grown easily if the correct variety is selected
and the recommended cultural practices are
followed.
According to Anders, Louisiana home
fruit production appeals to many urban homeowners with limited space as well as to rural
residents. Home-grown vine or tree-ripened
fruit is higher in quality than that bought at

the grocery store. Anders said growing one’s
own fruit can be profitable and satisfying and
most fruit trees add to a home’s landscape.
However, Anders says that gardeners
cannot expect to grow quality fruit without
caring for the plants. Success will depend
largely on variety selection, soil management,
pruning, fertilization, irrigation, pest control
and other cultural practices.
During the presentation, Anders will discuss choosing the right kind of fruit, watering,
training and pruning, fertilization, containerbound plants, managing pests and diseases,
and he will answer questions from audience
members.
For more information regarding this
presentation, contact Chris Smith, manager
of adult programming for the library, at 8898143 or wcsmith@jplibrary.net.

Online scholarship application

ent satisfaction continues to be over 90 percent.
Nearly 12,000 students applied to participate
in the Louisiana Scholarship Program last year, and
approximately 6,700 students are currently enrolled
in 126 participating schools. Over the coming months,
the department will work with participating schools to
finalize seat allotments and attempt to match applicants with the school of their choice. If the number of
applicants for a particular school exceeds the available
seats, the department will award scholarships through
a lottery process. The department will notify all applicants of the status of their application no later than the
week of April 7, 2014
For more information on the Louisiana Scholarship Program go to www.louisianabelieves.com/
schools/louisiana-scholarship-program.

from page 8

Landscaping & Design,
Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,
Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation
Systems, Fountains, Grading,
Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial
Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured
0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd 1

2/22/13 9:36 PM

income cannot exceed 250 percent of the federal poverty guidelines). Continuing scholarship students are
automatically eligible to participate and only need to
submit an application if they wish to transfer to a new
scholarship school.
Scholarship students take the same state tests as
public school students and the department publicly reports test results for each school as with public schools.
Student achievement on these assessments is used to
determine the status of a school’s continued participation in the program. Since the program began in 2008,
third grade iLEAP ELA scores of students in the program have increased by 20 percentage points and math
scores have increased by 28 percentage points and par-

Code enforcement
from page 9

the detective unit and commander of the narcotics
unit before receiving another promotion to lieutenant
and being named commander of the 4th Squad Patrol
Division. In 2010, Walther was named commander of
the special services section, the position from which he
retired in 2012.
Walther will team with Aimee Vallot, a lawyer with
13 years of experience, who was appointed as the new

Code Enforcement Director earlier this month. She replaces interim director Keith Conley. Since retirement,
Walther has been working part-time as a bailiff in First
Parish Court. He has experience working with Vallot,
who had been an ad hoc Traffic Hearing Officer at First
Parish Court.
“His background and positions held in law enforcement and his interpersonal skills will certainly be an asset for the department,” Yenni said. “He and Ms. Vallot
will make a great team combining the legal component
with the enforcement component.”

Submit an anonymous tip
directly to the Kenner Police
Department about Criminal /
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject,
or Other Types of Suspicious
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.com
Caffe LatteHa_0114.indd 1
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Airport terminal
from page 1

last year’s Super Bowl helped to boost sales tax revenue in the city.
Landrieu thanked Yenni and Kenner City
Council members for helping to make the North Terminal project possible, also pointing out collaboration and cooperation from other local governments,

as well as state and federal elected officials.
Yenni said the relationship between Kenner
and New Orleans has never been stronger, pointing
out that the last time the two cities enjoyed similar
cooperation was when Yenni’s grandfather, Joe Yenni,
and Landrieu’s father, Moon Landrieu, were in office.
“You will continue to see that kind of cooperation,” Yenni said. “Mitch’s vision for this region is
exactly what we need.”

Underwater reef

partners in conservation to make this project possible,”
said Walther. “This is another great example of
from page 1
government, industry and non-profit organizations
with LDWF. Funding for the Laketown reef was pro- coming together for the good of our coastal habitat.”
vided by Shell Oil Company, CCA’s Building ConserWalther said the idea for an artificial reef in
vation Trust and LDWF’s Artificial Reef Trust Fund. Kenner came from the East Jefferson CCA Chapter.
Continuing support of CCA’s Artificial Reef Program “It is an excellent idea that ties in with Kenner’s
is provided by the Paul Candies family.
plans to develop Laketown,” said Walther. “My hope
Walther said the plan is to locate the artificial
is that we will create a place where organisms and
reef within casting distance of the fishing pier to give
fish multiply and benefit the sport of fishing that is
access to shore-based anglers. “The beneficiaries of
such a big part of our way of life here.”
the artificial reef will include both marine species and
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said, “We are
the folks who fish from the pier,” said Walther. “We
so pleased by this great initiative. We believe that
think that the fishing pier, already very popular, will
Laketown is going to be enormously successful and
become one of the choice spots in Louisiana for those
the artificial reef is going to draw many people who
who like to fish the waters of Lake Pontchartrain.”
love to fish. This can only make our great fishing
pier even more popular.”
“As always, CCA is proud to work with our great

Louisiana Artificial Reef Program

Proposed Reef:
30° 02' 37.995
90° 14' 21.694

Crime
from page 1

of burglaries in 2013 was 342 compared to 387 in
2012. Also showing an 11 percent drop were vehicular thefts with 132 in 2013 compared to 149
in 2012. Also showing a decline were thefts which
went from 1,974 in 2012 to 1,848 in 2013.
The four categories of crime that showed
increases in 2013 compared to 2012 were murders, forcible rapes, robberies and aggravated
assaults. Murders went from two in 2012 to six in
2013. Forcible rapes went from 12 in 2012 to 18 in
2013. Robberies increased from 61 in 2012 to 94
in 2013 while aggravated assaults increased from
64 in 2012 to 74 in 2013.

“Overall, 2013 was a year when the type of
crimes that might attract the attention of an alert
citizen – burglaries, thefts and vehicular thefts
– dropped in volume because of the reactions of
citizens of Kenner who are serious about keeping crime out of their neighborhood,” said Chief
Caraway. “We hope that this will continue in 2014.
We really need the assistance of an engaged citizenry that doesn’t hesitate to call us if they see
something that seems obviously wrong.”
Chief Caraway also noted that this is the
second year in a row when crime has overall declined. “When you get back to back years of crime
declines, you know that the community is working with the police to make Kenner a safer city for
us all,” he said.

Kenner Police Department
Uniform Crime Report
Crime Index Offenses Reported
Comparison for December 2013
NOV DEC
2013 2013

Classification

%
%
Increase/ DEC DEC Increase/ Year-to-Date
Decrease 2012 2013 Decrease 2012 2013

%
Increase/
Decrease

Murder and Non-Negligent Manslaughter 0

0

0.00%

0

0

0.00%

2

6

+200.00%

Forcible Rape

2

1

-50.00%

2

1

-50.00%

12

18

+50.00%

Robbery

11

14

+27.27%

7

14 +100.00%

61

94

+54.10%

Aggravated Assault

4

3

-25.00%

5

3

-40.00%

64

74

+15.63%

Burglary

19

32

+68.42%

33

32

-3.03%

387

342

-11.63%

Larceny-Theft

175

155

0.00%

163

155

-4.91%

1974

1848

-6.38%

9

12

+33.33%

10

12

+20.00%

149

132

-11.41%

220

217

-1.36%

220

217

-1.36%

2649

2514

-5.10%

Motor Vehicle Theft
Totals
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dozens of strong leads regarding other state, regional
and national meetings and we’re working on them.”
In its contract with the JCVB, Kenner agreed
to pay one-half of one percent of the receipts of the
city’s hotel-motel tax and $156,000 that is divided
into three $50,000 funds. They are the economic
impact study and need assessment, the marketing
fund for the Pontchartrain Center and the event
fund for the city of Kenner.
In the economic impact study conducted in 2013
for the year 2012, the JCVB found that Kenner’s tourism industry has a $370 million annual impact. They
also found that Kenner’s nearly 2,000 hotel and motel
rooms and tourism-related industry businesses have
generated 3,600 jobs which equal almost 11 percent of
all Kenner wage earners. State and local tax revenue
generated by the tourism industry totaled $26.4 million.
“We are hopeful that we can generate year-round
business for the Pontchartrain Center,” said Peters.
“With the city’s infrastructure, hotels and restaurants
and nearby Interstate and Armstrong International

µ

Airport, the facility offers excellent potential to host
meetings and visitors within the city of Kenner making the possibilities tremendous.”
She said also that Kenner’s leisure tourism market – those non-convention visitors who come just to
have a good time – has great potential for expansion.
“The redevelopment of Rivertown and the coming development of Laketown are exactly the kind of attractions that will bring families and couples to Kenner
to enjoy the cuisine, the fishing, the culture and the
ambiance,” said Peters. “The fact that Kenner is just
15 minutes from New Orleans’ Vieux Carre, Garden
District and National World War II Museum is very
appealing to visitors.”
Peters said the JCVB’s goals for 2014 include
aggressively pursuing the association, government
and religious markets to bring new convention
business to the Pontchartrain Center. “Our leisure
market goals include increased website traffic on
the ExperienceKenner.com Internet address, social media interaction and promotion of Kenner
events,” she said.
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Big Easy Storage is now
a Drop Off Station for the
Kenner Food Bank

468-3474
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50% off 1st 2 months

select size units
limited time offer

Call for Details!

• 24 hour access available
• climate/non-climate controlled
• video surveillance
• on site management
• high & dry
• we accept your deliveries
• hurricane wind rated
• 140,000 square feet
• state-of-the-art construction
• commercial inventory & materials storage
• household goods
• business records
• classic & vintage car storage

Call
for Details!

24

N!
O
I
T
C
E
OT
!
NE PR
enner

CA

HURRI

e in K

torag
s
d
e
t
a

r flooded
e
v
e
N
•
aluables
v
t
c
e
t
o
r
P

t
Highes

wind-r

www.bigeasyselfstorage.com

www.facebook.com/bigeasyselfstorage
P.O. Box 641654 • Kenner, Louisiana 70064

Presorted
Standard
U.S. Postage
PAID
Kenner, LA
Permit No. 49

Kenner’s Community Newspaper Since 1991

february 2014
www.kennerstar.com

