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Through the city of Kenner’s Parks and Recre-
ation Department, a number of premier rental facility 
venues are available for many social occasions.

The Kenner City Park Pavilion, located at 3800 
Loyola Drive, has a capacity of 200 guests and provides 
a scenic environment for events such as weddings, re-
ceptions and birthday parties. The rental fee is $125 
per hour with a two hour minimum and a deposit of 
$110, which includes a $100 refundable damage de-
posit. One hour before and after the event for set-up 
and break-down is included in all rentals. Additional 
set-up time is available for $50 per hour with a two 
hour maximum.

Kenner offers an outdoor venue for receptions in 
Kenner’s Heritage Park in Rivertown. Heritage Park 

can accommodate 300 guests and has a rental fee of 
$100 per hour. The rental fee includes one hour before 
and after the event for set-up and clean-up. Additional 
set-up time is offered at $50 per hour with a two hour 
maximum. No cooking or boiling of seafood is allowed 
in the park.

Located in Kenner’s Heritage Park, St. Mary’s 
Chapel has been the site of intimate family weddings, 
having a capacity of 45 people. St. Mary’s Chapel rents 
for $100 per hour with no minimum. A deposit of $150 
is required, including a $100 refundable damage de-
posit. One hour of event set-up and clean-up time is 
available for no additional charge. Extra set-up time 
is offered at $50 per hour with two hours maximum.

Affordable public venues for social occasions 
available from city of Kenner

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni proposed 
a $59.3 million operating budget with a $3.6 
million capital budget for the city’s fiscal year 
2014-2015 which begins July 1, 2014.

The budget proposed by the mayor al-
lowed $50,000 for demolition of blighted prop-
erties. Councilwoman-at-large Michele Bra-
nigan added an amendment that more than 
doubled the demolition amount. To fund the in-
crease in demolition funding, the council elimi-
nated a research and budget analyst position 
with a $54,000 salary plus benefits for a total of 

$70,149. Additionally, the council amended the 
capital budget to add $55,000 for the design of 
an elevator the city’s emergency management 
facility.

The approved budget also provides for 
three percent raises for employees.

The city’s cash reserve fund or fund bal-
ance is expected to remain at approximately 10 
percent of the operating budget.

The Kenner City Council unanimously 
approved the final 2014-2015 city budget at its 
June 5, 2014 meeting.  

City of Kenner’s budget for 2014-2015 
approved by city council

Kenner Parks & Recreation
LEISURE SERVICE  
FALL BROCHURE

Coming Up AUGUST Kenner StarLAKEFRONT 

FIREWORKS SHOW

 July 3 at 9:30 p.m.

Sponsored by 
City of Kenner & Treasure Chest Casino

On, June 6, 2014, the city of Kenner held a free block party to celebrate the recently 
announced Main Street designation given to Rivertown’s historic area.

Kenner kicked off Main Street with 
block party in Rivertown

As a former police officer, District 2 Councilman Mike Sigur says he 
has a commitment to the proper funding of the Kenner Police Depart-
ment.

And, as a lifetime resident of District 2, Sigur is concerned about 
his district’s infrastructure including sewage and drainage pipes that are 
more than a half-century old.

“My parents moved to District 2 in the 1950s when it was dirt streets and 
ditches for drainage,” recalls Sigur. “In the 1960s, the city got the money to 
install new infrastructure, building concrete streets and  

In the city of Kenner it’s very unusual 
for any first-time candidate to win a city 
council seat without opposition. But that is 
exactly what attorney Leonard Cline did in February when no one else 
qualified to run for the Kenner District 4 council seat.

“I was surprised as anyone,” says Cline, who moved to Kenner in 
1979 and has been an attorney for 32 years. “I do have some civic experi-
ence, having been president and vice president of the Chateau Estates 
Civic Organization. I have tried to be efficient and effective in that job. I 
feel very fortunate to take over the District 4 seat and I hope I can be a 
coalition builder in my district so that everyone feels comfortable with 
what we’re doing on the council.”

Before Hurricane Katrina, Dominick 
Impastato, an outstanding volunteer coach at the Kenner Recreation 
Department, had so many seven and eight-year-old boys coming out for 
baseball at one playground that they fielded six teams.

But, last year, at the same playground, so few seven and eight-year-
olds came out for baseball they had to invite two players from another 
neighborhood to be able to field two teams.

Now, new Kenner District 5 Councilman Dominick Impastato 
says it might be time for a new hard look at what the city’s recreation 
department can offer in the light of a world changing 

District 2 Councilman
Mike G. Sigur

District 2 
Councilman Sigur 
sets infrastructure 
improvements, 
public safety as top 
priorities
By Allan Katz

Cooperation will 
keep city’s progress 
continuing, says  
District 4’s Cline
By Allan Katz

Impastato, new 
councilman for 
District 5 thinks 
changes can be good 
for city
By Allan Katz
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District 4 Councilman
Leonard J. Cline

District 5 Councilman
Dominick F. Impastato

Three new Kenner District Councilmen now seated

Photo by Barry Sprague

All nine Kenner city officials were sworn in on July 1, 2014...see page 21.
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A MEAL THAT MAKES A  
DIFFERENCE: PRICELESS*

MAKE A DIFFERENCE WITH YOUR 
GULF COAST BANK DEBIT MASTERCARD 

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm

Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for  To Go Orders!

Burger Specials 
(Chateau Blvd. location only)

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger 

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger 
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger 
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss Burger
All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

ChateauCafe_1113.indd   1 10/25/13   9:18 PM
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Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GEnEral Public - SaTurdayS  Only  H   box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
admission: adults, $6 per show  H  children/Seniors, $5 per show   H  Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

Rusty Rocket’s Last Blast
Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 35 minutes  
Rusty Rocket has one final mission to command: an introductory tour of the solar 
system for a new class of rocket rookies. Along the way, Rusty highlights the wide 
variety of environments in the solar system, the great distances between the 
planets, and the spacecraft that explore them.

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes  
How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s 
ten, or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our 
solar system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back 
to look at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

into the Deep
Saturdays - 12 p.m. & 2 p.m. H Running time: 32 minutes  
Dive into the fascinating worlds of marine biology, underwater geology, and the history 
of deep-sea exploration. Journey to the “Lost City” and the RMS Titanic in the Atlantic, 
to the famed Galapagos “black smokers”, to the Challenger Deep, considered the lowest 
point of the Marina Trench in the Pacific. Observe bioluminescent life forms so strange 
looking; they could be straight out of science fiction.

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

AND

Laser SPirit
Saturdays - 1 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes  
Get into the “spirit” with a show full of the Red, White, and Blue! From patriotic to pop, this show rocks to a 
wide selection of great music and will leave you beaming with American pride. Selections include Summon 
the Heroes, Santorini, a Beatles Medley, and many other familiar favorites!

MegadomeAd_0714.indd   1 6/27/14   7:15 PM

LATE NITE LASER

8:00 PM - Laser Retro
Totally 80s Pop

Kenner Planetarium & MEgadome Cinema

July 5

The Kenner Planetarium and Megadome Cinema is located at 2020 Fourth Street in Kenner’s Rivertown.
For more information, call 504-468-7231 or visit www.kenner.la.us

Box Office opens at 7:00 PM for all late night shows!
TiCKeTS aRe $5 PeR PeRSOn PeR ShOw!

9:00 PM - Laser Beatles
A British Invasion

10:00 PM - Pink Floyds  
wish You were here
A Compilation of Hits

Triple Features Every 
saturday in July!

8:00 PM - Laser Vinyl
Classic 80s Rock!

July 12

9:00 PM - Laser U2
Rock with a Purpose

10:00 PM - Laser Zeppelin
Greatest Hits

8:00 PM - Laser X
Alternative Rock

July 19

9:00 PM - Laser Metallica
Hard Hitting Heavy Metal

10:00 PM - Pink Floyds  
Dark Side of the Moon

Groundbreaking!

8:00 PM - electrolaze
Electronic Dance Music

July 26

9:00 PM - Laser Green Day
Punk Rocks Finest

10:00 PM - Pink Floyd’s
The wall
Classic!

LaserNiteAd_0614.indd   1 5/23/14   7:42 PM

FREE PARKING AND ADMISSION
400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

1st & 3rd Saturday every month • 8AM-NOON

Fresh fruits, vegetables & dairy for sale grown locally!
 Homemade jams and jellies!

Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!

To become a vendor or for more information  
call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211

visit www.kenner.la.us

Farmers Market_0514.indd   1 4/21/14   12:29 AM

KennerFP_0714.indd   1 6/27/14   7:20 PM
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Over 30 years of honest customer service
Professional technicians

Family owned and operated since 1976

Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte,
Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

SERVICES
Transmission, A/C Service, Electronics, 

Brake Systems, Tune-Ups, 
Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End

AutomAtic trAnsmission • Dennis Automotive
504-466-1381 • www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner

Check ups
Oil change

Tires inspected

Automatic Transmission_0714.indd   1 6/27/14   7:28 PM

TheIceHouse
469-3503

 

Miller Lite  Bud Lite
Bud            Coors Lite

 

2151 Williams Blvd.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm

Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm theicehousekenner.com

  
                             2201 Williams Boulevard

(next door to Ice House, corner of 22nd Street)
Monday - Saturday  7 am - 8 pm • Sunday   8 am - 7 pm

287-4492

Low Gas Prices

Deli
Cigarettes

Beer

Now opeN

IceHouse_0714_REDUX.indd   1 6/28/14   7:15 PM
IceHouse_0714.indd   1 6/28/14   7:16 PM
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Let the voters of Louisiana decide U.S. Senate election 
 By Jeff Crouere

I like the look of 
the Kenner City Coun-
cil that was sworn into 
office on July 1, 2014.

Two incumbents 
return to the new 

council, another council member moved to the at-
large position and four promising newcomers have 
taken office.

The veteran Maria DeFrancesch, who 
served for eight years as District 4 Councilwoman, 
was elected to one of the council-at-large posts 
without opposition. I think she did a terrific job 
as a district councilmember. She offers words of 
experience and wisdom by saying, “No district in 
the city can stand alone. No district can flourish 
if the entire city doesn’t move forward as well. I 
feel confident this council can work together to 
improve Kenner even more.”

The other at-large council seat was won by 
Keith Conley, a former city attorney, who also has 
experience as a police officer and in the private 
practice of law. Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni 
says, “Keith has certainly worked his way up the 

ranks – including his law enforcement career. He 
truly has the background to serve in the capac-
ity he is in right now.” Conley says he hopes that 
he can be someone who helps the council reach 
a consensus that serves everyone’s interests on 
the tough issues. He’s one of those people who 
believe that people can have an honest disagree-
ment without being disagreeable or personal.

Reelected to the District 1 seat is Gregory 
Carroll who begins his second full term. His district 
includes Rivertown, which is in the midst of a wel-
come revival with the Main Street program from 
which state and federal funding along with much 
needed resources will help to reenergize this his-
toric area of Kenner.

Winning the District 2 seat was Mike Sigur. 
Like Conley, he is a former police officer. Sigur, who 
served with the Kenner Police Department, is con-
cerned about making sure the KPD is properly fund-
ed for salaries and equipment and is also concerned 
about his aging district’s infrastructure.

Returning to the District 3 seat for his first full 
term is incumbent Keith Reynaud, who completed 
Ben Zahn’s unexpired term, worked well with his 

council colleagues and with the Yenni administra-
tion. Reynaud was unopposed.

Succeeding DeFrancesch in the District 4 
seat is attorney Leonard Cline who had no opposi-
tion. Experienced in civic issues, having served as 
president and vice-president of the Chateau Estates 
Civic Organization, Cline says he learned some re-
ally important lessons about life. “Do your best all 
the time. Be both a gracious winner and a gracious 
loser. Don’t hold grudges. After it’s over, walk away 
and don’t look back.”

The new councilman in District 5 is Dominick 
Impastato who, like Cline, is an attorney and volun-
teer coach. Impastato has been a volunteer coach 
since he was 14 and wants to see if there are new 
things out there to attract more kids to the play-
grounds and wants to work on making the city at-
tractive to young couples with children.

In all, I think this is an excellent group with 
great potential that will not be distracted and will 
have great focus and a good handle on what the city 
needs for the future. I think this council will work 
well with Mayor Yenni’s administration to better the 
city and to support Chief Glaser and the Kenner Po-

lice Department. And I think this council has the po-
tential to work as a team, to care about each other’s 
issues and to value their colleagues as real people. 
Let’s all hope this is a council that achieves both its 
potential and a special place in Kenner history.

Goodbye to long-time Kenner City Council 
members

On June 19, 2014 several outgoing city coun-
cil members attended their last city council meet-
ing. Councilwoman at-large Jeannie Black ended 
a 32-year long career at city hall, a council mem-
ber since 1994, serving District 3 as well. Michelle 
Branigan ended her councilwoman at-large term, 
originally on the council as a representative of 
District 4, serving since 1996. District 2 Council-
man Joe Stagni served as a councilman for over 
eight years. Kent Denapolis represented District 
5 on the city council for ten years. We thank them 
for their service to the city and the public and 
wish them well in the future.  

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bell-
south.net. 

Kenner may have best city council in a long time
By Allan Katz

Political

The establish-
ment wing of the Re-
publican Party was 
given a major shock 

recently with the defeat of House Majority Leader 
Eric Cantor in Virginia. He was handily beaten by 
a political unknown, David Brat, a college professor 
who focused on the issue of illegal immigration and 
reminded voters that Cantor was trying to negotiate 
a deal for “immigration reform” with Democrats. 
Conservatives know that such deals are in reality 
amnesty and they want the focus to be strictly on 
border security.

In fact, voters across the political spectrum 
are tired of the illegal immigrant invasion that is 
coming across our southern border. In recent weeks, 
a massive influx of underage illegal immigrants has 
overwhelmed border patrol agents. These young 
people have been housed in crowded facilities and 
due to the overflow conditions some immigrants 
have been flown to centers across the nation. We 
are even witnessing border patrol agents having to 
babysit infants and change diapers, spending time 
on child care, not vital national security.

Cantor’s position of accommodation with 
Democrats and President Obama is especially out 
of step with conservative voters who want the illegal 
immigrant stampede to stop and for the borders to 
be secure. Brat is a typical Tea Party candidate who 
faced long odds and was at a major financial disad-
vantage. He was outspent 25-1 by Cantor, who had 
23 paid staffers. In contrast, Brat employed only two 
people, including a 23-year-old campaign manager. 
Brat won because of his message, which connected 
with voters and triumphed over Cantor’s superior 
campaign war chest and endorsements.

Cantor represents the establishment wing of 

the Republican Party. These moderates have always 
been uncomfortable with the Tea Party and con-
servatives who want to defeat Democrats and not 
work with them. True conservatives want to mas-
sively change Washington D.C, not to tinker around 
the edges. They are tired of the inaction of the GOP 
leadership who seem to be deaf to the demands of 
conservative activists on issues such as immigration.

The same dynamic occurred in Mississippi in 
the hotly contest U.S. Senate race. While six-term 
incumbent Republican U.S. Senator Thad Cochran 
prevailed with a razor thin margin over Tea Party 
favorite Chris McDaniel in the GOP primary, almost 
half of the voters expressed their disgust with the 
status quo in the Republican Party.

Cochran was only able to win by convincing 
Democratic voters to cross the aisle. The GOP estab-
lishment was so petrified of a Tea Party candidate 
winning that it had to recruit liberals to vote for 
Cochran.

Here in Louisiana, the Tea Party factor could 
hurt Republican U.S. Congressman Bill Cassidy 
of Baton Rouge, who recently received the official 
endorsement from the state Republican Party. Cas-
sidy is a moderate to conservative candidate, who is 
facing a challenge on the ideological right from Col. 
Rob Maness of Madisonville and state Representa-
tive Paul Hollis (R-Mandeville).

The problem with the party’s endorsement is 
that the election is not until November and Louisi-
ana has an open primary system. The voters should 
be the ones to make the decision, not party bosses. 
It is premature for a party organization to endorse 
a candidate so early in the process. While Cassidy 
is the leading Republican in the race as far as con-
tributions, name recognition and political support, 
he has not exactly been a big hit with conservative 

Republicans, the base of the party.
It is true that Cassidy has been a congressman 

for three terms and started the Senate race quite 
early. It is also true that it will take quite an effort for 
Hollis and Maness to catch up to Cassidy, but they 
have plenty of time. In fact, Maness has already at-
tracted 22,000 contributions and over $1 million in 
donations, pretty impressive for a political outsider.

Hollis and Maness might be able to generate 
support from disgruntled Tea Party voters who are 
upset with bosses in both political parties. With Tea 
Party candidates like Brat and McDaniel achieving 
success in other states, a conservative revolution 
could reach Louisiana as well.

It is far too early to short-circuit campaigns 
that are only now beginning. Four months before 
winning, Brat was losing to Cantor by double digits. 
Of course, he won despite the endorsements and do-
nations that were bestowed on Cantor.

Let’s hope in Louisiana, the conservative 
candidates, Hollis and Maness, will not allow party 
bosses to force them to withdraw from the race. The 
days of a select group of insiders in “smoke filled 
rooms” making decisions should be over, even here 
in Louisiana.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and 
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside 
Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 
p.m. Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, 
Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. 
weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New 
Orleans and the north shore. Crouere is a political 
analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s web-
site at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere 
at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Government

CHALMETTE · ELMWOOD · GRETNA · HOUMA · KENNER 
LAPLACE   ·   BOUTTE  ·  METAIRIE  ·  THIBODAUX  ·  WESTWEGO

Prize is Right not valid at Boutte and Thibodaux locations. Must be at least 21 years of age. Management reserves all rights to alter or cancel 
this promotion at any time. Must show proof of a valid government issued photo I.D. See official rules for details.

$100 CASH
GIVEAWAYS EVERY 

HOUR!
SATURDAYS, JULY 5 & 12 

2PM–8PM

Archbishop Ay-
mond, Judge Sullivan, 
Chief Glaser, mem-
bers of the City Coun-
cil, Mayor Muniz, for-

mer Chief Caraway, former councilmembers Black 
and Branigan, my family and friends, my fellow 
citizens, today is a memorable and joyful day for 
me and my colleagues.

There will be no false modesty from me in this 
address on this very special day. Let me state this 
clearly. I am happy. I am proud. And I am eager 
to get started on the next four years of progress in 
Kenner. I appreciate the political plaudits because 
they only serve as a reminder of how far we have 
come and how far we still have to go. This is a day 
when we reflect on the awesome responsibilities 
we have before us.

Inaugurations connect us to history. In my 
case, twenty caring committed leaders have taken 
the oath of mayor before me dating back to 1913. 
Those mayors have left a trail. a trail of footprints 
that have shown me the right paths and the paths 
that should no longer be traveled.

Each of us being sworn in today must revisit 
the pledges that we have made to get here and 
then begin the hard work of living up to those 
pledges and going beyond even our most optimis-
tic expectations.

The past four years have brought many 
changes. For me personally, I am blessed with my 
loving wife, Michelle, and Reagan, our beautiful 

11-month-old daughter. I still have the passionate 
guidance and wisdom of my proudest and tough-
est campaigner, my mother, Peggy. I still have 
the courage and calm of my father, Mike. I feel 
the peace and love from up above as I know that 
smiling and looking upon me today are my Uncle 
Michael Yenni, my grandfather, Joe Yenni, and the 
most remarkable woman I have ever known, my 
grandmother, Lucille. Tomorrow would have been 
my grandfather’s 97th birthday and I am sure that 
he is content knowing that he passed on to me his 
motto, a motto that I have taken to heart: “Do not 
spend what you do not have!”

As I prepare for the next term I am reminded 
by leaders across the state and nation that no 
administration is perfect. No doubt I stumbled at 
times in my first term in office, but it was those 
stumbles that steadied me for a stronger more firm 
stance on Kenner’s behalf.

In my first term Kenner endured the worst 
economic recession in decades and we overcame it 
by tightening the belt on bureaucracy. We faced en-
trenched interests and petulant political struggles 
but we overcame those with fierce determination.

I am “politically aged” which is to say that I 
am calm but driven, focused but open-minded and 
wiser, but not yet finished learning.

Historian Arthur Schlesinger noted that 
we suffer today from too much “pluribus and not 
enough unum.” Everyone off in their own direc-
tion, everyone with their own agenda and not 
enough unity.

This administration and this council have 
an opportunity ahead to unify the city and in-
clude everyone in the “process of progress” that 
will bring Kenner to its pinnacle of pride. So, I say 
to this new council: We may have rival ideologies 
but we shall not become rivals. We may have dif-
fering views but we shall not differ on our hope to 
make Kenner strong. Government can never be 
right and the people wrong because government 
is of the people and by the people. That fact must 
never escape any of us.

And whether someone wishes us success or 
failure we must provide them the same brand of 
unified leadership and work to have them share 
our dream for Kenner with the same vigor and 
vitality.

My critics may not always see things the way 
that I do but they must always see that I am do-
ing what is best for Kenner. And so today we be-
gin fresh with a new inspired hope for peace and 
unity. Challenges should always unite us and there 
should be no problem or difference that divides us 
as long as we always strive to do what is right for 
Kenner.

I pledge to every Kenner resident that we will 
remain a community of progress througho ut these 
next four years. No resident or residential neigh-
borhood will be ignored.

We have certainly made great strides in the 
past 1,460 days. To me those days flowed by as fast 
as the current of the Mississippi River. We have cre-
atively funded the much needed overhaul of Ken-
ner’s archaic and decaying sewerage system. For 
the first time in our history we are complying with 
environmental quality standards. No first-class city 
should have a third-class sewerage system. As of 
today, more than half of the work to rehabilitate 
that system is underway or completed.

Rivertown is undergoing its rebirth. Today, 
new businesses, new services and the new desig-
nation of being a Main Street Louisiana project 

have Rivertown coming back strong.
We are about to transform Williams Boulevard 

into a safer more beautiful pathway that becomes 
a beacon for new businesses that makes a stronger 
economic impact on Kenner. Our renegotiation of 
the contract to manage the Pontchartrain Conven-
tion and Civic Center has led to a better relation-
ship between government tourism entities and the 
private sector and its showing in an uptick in our 
hotel occupancy.

A safe lifestyle continues to be a hallmark for 
the residents and businesses of Kenner thanks to 
the courage and protection of our Kenner Police 
Department.

A more youthful base has come to Kenner 
with the area’s largest sand volleyball complex, 
Coconut Beach, a success by all standards.

New families, new businesses and new hope 
is shining on Kenner.

But, the crown jewel of Kenner is just on the 
drawing board as we prepare for the first major de-
velopment on Lake Pontchartrain’s shore, the rise 
of a new Laketown. Our vision of upscale condo 
living amidst retail, entertainment and access to 
the lake will be the envy of the parish and of the 
state and it is my goal for it to take center stage 
in this term.

Much of the success we’ve enjoyed was advo-
cated strongly by three respected, devoted Kenner 
residents. Combined they tallied up 87 years of 
experience and resourcefulness for Kenner’s de-
velopment. We owe them a great deal of gratitude. 
I am going to ask you for a moment to turn your 
attention to the screen as we recognize those who 
have just retired from elected political service in 
Kenner. (Videotape)

I could not be more fortunate than to have 
Steve Caraway as the chief of police and my good 
friend. Karen, I hope you will find a way to remove 

Mayor Mike Yenni’s inaugural address, Tuesday, July 1, 2014
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor

Kenner names new public information officer
Bob Ross, assistant director of Kenner’s 

Clerk of Court’s office since October 2012, has 
been named Kenner’s new public information of-
ficer.

Ross, 54, who spent more than 25 years as 
a reporter and editor with The Times-Picayune 
before joining the city, has divided his time be-
tween clerk of court duties and assisting Deputy 
Chief Administrative Officer Natalie Newton 
with media relations since 2012. Due to budget-
ary constraints, Kenner has not had a full-time 
public information officer since 2010.

“Transparency in government has been one 
of my major commitments to the public and that 
isn’t possible unless a city is committed to provid-
ing as much information as possible in a timely 
manner,” Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said. 
“To be able to accomplish this, particularly at a 
time when there are so many projects and pro-
grams going on throughout Kenner, the city needs 
someone dedicated to this important position full 
time and I believe the public will benefit from this 
staffing re-structure. Bob has covered Kenner as 
a reporter and brings that understanding of how 
the media operates to the job.”

Ross was born and raised in New Orleans 
and earned a journalism degree from the Uni-
versity of Missouri at Columbia and a law degree 
from Loyola University in New Orleans.

“I am eager to fulfill the mayor’s goal of keep-
ing residents fully informed about what’s happen-
ing in the city – whether it’s a new program of-
fered by a city department, a weather emergency 
or anything in-between,” Ross said.  

Bob Ross
City of Kenner Public Information Officer

 page 22
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Government

As this is my in-
augural Kenner Star 
column, I again wish 
to thank you, the citi-
zens of Kenner, for 
your confidence in 

electing me as your new chief of police. I look for-
ward to working with everyone to continue keeping 
our community safe in the coming years.

Two of the most frustrating crimes we all 
face on a daily basis are also the most prevent-
able: car theft and car burglaries. Most of these 
crimes can easily be prevented by one simple 
act: locking the doors. Although we live in rela-
tively safe neighborhoods, anything can go wrong 
within a span of just a few minutes. By performing 
the simple act of locking your car doors, you have 
stopped a criminal from victimizing you and your 
family. However, here are a few other methods 
you can use to thwart car thieves as well.

Drop business cards or address labels inside 
your doors for vehicle identification.

Never leave your running car unattended.
Remember to take your car keys upon leaving 

your car. Almost half of all stolen vehicles had the 
keys left inside.

Only leave your ignition key with parking at-
tendants and repair shops. Never leave identifying 
information attached.

Always store any packages and valuables in 
your trunk when carrying them around. This is 
the number one reason thieves break into cars.

Keep your car’s license plate and vehicle iden-
tification numbers written down in a safe place 
away from your vehicle.

Discourage thieves by etching your vehicle 
identification number on every window.

Since most cars are stolen at night, try to al-
ways park in well-lit busy areas.

Don’t hide spare keys under your vehicle. 
Thieves know to look for these.

Use anti-theft devices such as steering 
wheel locks, electronic alarms and car theft 
tracking services.

When parking, turn your wheels to the side to 
make it harder to tow.

Remember to roll up your windows, even 
when in front of your home.

A security sticker may hurt more than help. It 
tells the thief to cut the alarm wires before breaking 
into your car.

Many door locks can be picked with a coat 
hanger. Replace lock buttons with slim, tapered 
buttons or put rubber covers over them

Consider ignition or fuel cut-off devices which 
stall your car when the thief attempts to drive off.

With over one million cars stolen every year 
nationally, car theft and car burglary can happen 
anyplace and anytime. Please review this informa-
tion with your family to ensure your vehicles are not 
a target for thieves and to help you avoid becoming a 
victim of car theft or car burglary.  

Chief Glaser can be reached by email at kpd@
kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department 
website at www.kennerpd.com.

Thwarting car thieves
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief

After a more than seven-month renovation, 
the Kenner Code Enforcement Department is 
expected to return to Building B in the city hall 
complex at 1801 Williams Boulevard by the end 
of July. Visitors should immediately notice a 
huge difference.

The office has been redesigned with custom-
ers and our employees in mind. That includes a one-
stop shopping format that allows people with com-
plaints or contractors looking for licenses or other 
services to go to the same counter and get help. Pre-
viously, customers were forced to go to one section 
of the office for help with occupational licenses and 
then to another part of the office for anything relat-
ed to complaints, permits or the permitting process.

We are in the process of cross-training all of 
our workers to make one-stop shopping possible for 
customers. Workers that used to handle only occu-
pational licenses and those that only handled build-
ing permits in the past will now have the expertise 
to assist in both areas. That should all but eliminate 
long waits for customers.

Another important change involves the ad-
dition of tablet PCs for our inspectors as a way 
to become more organized and to spend more 
time in the field responding to complaints and 
performing inspections. The PCs will include 
daily and weekly schedules for inspectors and 
can be updated from the office so that inspectors 
always have the most up-to-date list of addresses 
they need to visit. The PCs also facilitate the in-
spection process by allowing inspectors to see all 
available information on a property, including 
any previous violations. The results of inspections 
can be entered into the system in the field.

Finally, the online services available to 

customers will be significantly expanded. In the 
past, business owners that previously received 
an occupational license could renew that license 
online through the city of Kenner website. Now, 
services will be expanded so citizens can report 
non-emergency complaints in the areas listed be-
low online.

Property complaints – weeds and high grass, 
abandoned vehicles, trash or debris, vacant or 
abandoned property and garbage cans left out be-
yond collection times.

Building complaints – working without a 
permit, no inspection and unsafe structures.

Electrical complaints – working without a 
permit or license and dangerous conditions.

Plumbing complaints – working without a 
permit or license and illegal discharge into catch 
basins (no dumping).

Mechanical Complaints – working without a 
permit or license.

Once a citizen has filed a complaint, it is now 
possible to follow the status of that complaint online 
via an email link containing a reference number.

We are excited to have brand new offices in 
our department of code enforcement, as well as the 
other changes in training and online services. We 
believe these changes will allow us to improve our 
customer service in response time to a complaint 
or assistance applying or renewing an occupational 
license or building permit.

For any questions related to Kenner’s Code 
Enforcement Departmen, please call 468-4062.  

Aimee Vallot, Kenner’s Director of Inspec-
tion and Code Enforcement Department, can be 
reached at 468-6606 or at avallot@kenner.la.us. 

Kenner’s Code Enforcement  
Department makes changes  
to improve customer service
By Aimee Vallot – Kenner’s Director of Inspection  
and Code Enforcement Department

Tuesday, July 15, 2014
Speaker: 

Jefferson Parish  
President  
John Young Luncheon reservations:  

email reservations@kennerbusinessassociation.com 
or call Mary-Sharon at 441-6106.

www.kennerbusinessassociation.com 

KENNER 
BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION

Since 1985 Bringing  
Kenner Businesses and 
Our Community Together

Join us for the

Kenner Business Association

JULY LUNCHEON

Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. 
Meeting at 12:00

Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner

KBA_0714.indd   1 6/27/14   7:33 PM
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Personalized Awards for:
 Dance Scholastic Music
 Swimming Retirement Safety
 Parties Bowling Pool
 Football Track Basketball
 Soccer Baseball Golf
 Tennis Racquetball Karate

T-Shirts & Caps

35 YearAnniversary
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AdriAnA Audler
notAry Public

your time is valuable...never wait in long lines at the d.M.V. 
license plates “on the spot.” come see us!  

AffordAble NotAry
367 West esplanade Ave. Kenner

Office: 305-5549 • Cell: 909-3499

Se Habla Español
 

M-F 9:00am - 6:00pm 
Sat. or Sun. by Appt. 909-3499

• Motor Vehicles Title Transfers 
• Real Estate Title Transfers
• Duplicate Titles & Registrations 
• Refinances & Loan Modifications 
•  License Plate Renewals & Cancellations 
• Bond-for-Deeds & Credit Sales

• Personalized Plates 
•  Mandates (Power of Attorney), Wills
•  Assistance with “No-Insurance Flags”
•  Affidavits, Donations, School Forms  

& more

Affordable Notary_0514.indd   1 4/26/14   2:55 PM

See why State Farm® insures more 
drivers than GEICO and Progressive 
combined. Great service, plus 
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, then 
talk to me.

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1001174.1

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA  70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
Successions, Business Transactions

Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law

Steven A. Watts
Attorney at Law

35 years  
experience

 
4200 S. I-10 Service Road • Suite 110 • Metairie

836-0811

0912_Watts.indd   1 8/24/12   10:08 PM

It’s time to consider backup generators for 
emergencies 
By Marie M. Clesi

A power outage in the home can be 
a frightening event, especially if severe 
weather is right outside your door. However, 

there’s another option to being left in the dark: a backup generator. When 
the grid is down because of storms, hurricanes, freezing temperatures or 
other natural disasters, it’s never certain how long it will take to restore 
power to homes. In order to stay prepared, having a backup generator in 
place will provide your home with temporary power during an emergency.

Permanent or portable?
There are two types of generators: permanent standby and portable. 

Each carries benefits and drawbacks, so make an informed decision based 
on the geography of your home and how much power you’ll need if the 
lights go out.

Permanent standby generators
These remain permanently outside the home and on standby. They 

run on an existing fuel source – either liquid propane or natural gas – and 
are capable of generating enough wattage to re-energize your home only 
seconds after it loses power. That’s because the permanent generator 
works in conjunction with a transfer switch to monitor incoming utility volt-
age. When your home’s power goes out, the transfer switch will disconnect 
the utility line and connect a new power line from the generator to restore 
power within seconds.

But remember, connecting a portable generator directly to your 
household wiring can be deadly to you and others. A generator that is 
directly connected to your home’s wiring can “back feed” onto the power 
lines connected to your home and injure neighbors or utility workers. By 
working with a qualified electrician, you can install a manual transfer 
switch to safely tie into selected circuits of your main electrical panel. If a 
portable generator is running and power is restored, the power company’s 
electricity cannot get to those isolated circuits until the generator is turned 
off and the manual transfer switch is reset to the non-backup position.

Due to the sheer amount of power that permanent standby generators 
are capable of providing, they carry a hefty price tag. In addition, licensed 
electricians must install these generators and your local utility company 
must be notified that you have a back-up system in place. However, if you 
live in an area that consistently sees power outages, this type of generator 
may be a good option and the best possible preparation money can buy.

Portable generators
These offer a more affordable option, when only a few vital electrical 

items are needed during a power outage. These generators are smaller and 
can be wheeled out of the garage. Their primary fuel is gasoline, so they 

should never be run inside the home or any enclosed area, where deadly 
carbon monoxide gas can accumulate.

It is recommended that you install battery-operated carbon monox-
ide detectors indoors according to manufacturer’s instructions. Take care 
when fueling a gasoline-powered portable generator; never add fuel while 
the unit is running or hot. If the tank is overfilled, fuel can overflow onto a 
hot engine and cause a fire or explosion. Always start or stop the generator 
only when no electrical loads are connected.

Extension cords can be connected to portable generators and run in-
side to power smaller appliances like the refrigerator, sump pump, furnace, 
hot water heater, lamps, TVs and computers.

In order to select the best backup generator for yourself and your fam-
ily, determine just how much power you would need in the event of a black-
out. What could you do without for a few days? Hot water? Cold food? Check 
the manufacturer information for each appliance to find out the wattage of 
your necessary appliances, and then tally their numbers. A portable gen-
erator may be your best option if you stay aware of your energy consump-
tion and hold to using the wattage limit of the generator. Depending on 
the model, portables can generate between 2,500 and 4,500 watts. By using 
energy wisely, you’ll still be able to comfortably endure a blackout.

Before you buy
Determine which items are needed in an emergency.
Remember: Homes in climates that have hot temperatures and high 

humidity need to back up the air conditioner to protect against mold 
damage.

To save the food in the freezer, the refrigerator will need to be on the 
system, as well as any stand-alone freezer.

Total the watts needed to determine what size generator is required. 
Consider both running and starting watts. An electrician can help make 
this determination or you can check the manufacturer information for 
each appliance.

Determine your budget. The cost of permanently installed standby 
generators has come down during the past few years, making them more 
affordable.

Determine if you want a system that operates automatically – even 
when you are not at home.  

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. 
Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select State Farm agent, is a Chartered 
Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, renter’s, 
life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is 
located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be con-
tacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website 
at www.marieclesi.net. 

Frozen shoulder: A common cause of shoulder pain
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

Frozen shoulder represents a group 
of conditions which all share in common 
a loss of both active and passive shoulder 
range of motion. Motion loss is due to me-
chanical restriction caused by soft tissue 

contracture or scar tissue formation around the glenohumeral or shoulder 
joint. The causes of frozen shoulder can be related to injury, surgery or 
unknown origin.

Loss of shoulder motion of unknown origin is called primary adhe-
sive capsulitis. Capsulitis is characterized by contracture and thickening 
of the shoulder joint capsule which results in restriction in all planes of 
motion. People with diabetes are at increased risk for development of 
adhesive capsulitis. Adhesive capsulitis in diabetics can be severe, often 
involving both shoulders and frequently is resistant to all forms of treat-
ment. Frozen shoulder can also be caused by trauma or surgery, with or 
without a fracture present. Postsurgical and posttraumatic shoulder stiff-
ness often occur with a period of immobilization.

Treatment of frozen shoulder includes both surgical and nonsurgi-
cal options. For shoulder stiffness of unknown cause or primary adhesive 
capsulitis, a supervised physical therapy program for shoulder stretching 

will usually be helpful. The natural history of primary adhesive capsulitis 
is resolution of pain and stiffness over the course of one to three years. 
Despite the favorable prognosis, many patients are not willing to suffer the 
painful restriction of motion for this length of time. Unlike primary adhe-
sive capsulitis, postsurgical and posttraumatic shoulder stiffness are less 
likely to respond to nonsurgical treatment. An initial course of physical 
therapy may be tried but surgical treatment may ultimately be necessary.

Surgical treatment options include closed manipulation, arthroscop-
ic release and open release. In general, surgical treatment is reserved for 
patients with continued shoulder pain and stiffness despite an adequate 
trial of nonsurgical treatment. An evaluation by an orthopedic surgeon is 
necessary to properly diagnose and treat frozen shoulder.   

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified orthopedic surgeon with 
over 13 years of experience. The Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine 
is a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care 
with focused expertise in shoulder and knee injuries. Offices are located 
in Kenner and Metairie. For additional information call 467-5900 or 
visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

 

Health
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Community
Kenner accepting applications for 2014-2015 Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council

High school students who live in Kenner 
have the opportunity to learn – up close and 
personal – how local government works and to 
provide input to local elected officials on issues 
important to youth in the city by applying to join 
the 2014-2015 Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council.

“I am very proud of the inaugural coun-
cil and the things they accomplished as we got 
this group off the ground,” said Mayor Michael 
S. Yenni. “Continuing to foster this relationship 
will help in reaching the goal of the Kenner 2030 
Plan, which is to convince young adults to make 
their home in Kenner. The youth are the future 
of our community and it is important that we, as 

officials in city government, invest in and commu-
nicate with our young leaders.”

The Mayor’s Youth Council will be made up 
of no more than 20 high school students who live 
in Kenner and want to make a positive difference 
in their home town. Another goal of the council 
will be to give back to the city by planning a ser-
vice project, which is voted on by members dur-
ing the first month of membership.

The qualifications for membership in the 
Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council are that the stu-
dent be a Kenner resident between the ages of 
14 and 19, attend a public or private high school 
or home school program, be willing to attend 

monthly meetings, have a strong interest in civic 
participation and enthusiasm to search for and 
work toward community solutions. The council 
requires a one year commitment with no more 
than three unexcused absences per term.

Applications will be available at area high 
schools or can be downloaded from the city of 
Kenner’s website, www.kenner.la.us. The ap-
plication must include a parental consent form, 
two reference letters and must be postmarked no 
later than September 5, 2014. A review commit-
tee, which will incorporate members of the inau-
gural council, will evaluate the applications and 
announce the new members on September 25, 

2014. Orientation for new members is scheduled 
for October 2, 2014.

Applications can be electronically submit-
ted to MYAC@kenner.la.us or mailed to: 

Office of the Mayor, Hon. Michael S. Yenni
C/O Ms. Natalie Newton, Deputy CAO
ATTN: Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council
1801 Williams Blvd, Building B
Kenner, LA 70062
For any questions regarding the application 

process contact Deputy Chief Administrative Of-
ficer Natalie Newton at 468-7240.   

Reverse Mortgage
Professionals

Sue Vrbaskovich
NMLS# 355380

Marilyn Cox
NMLS # 685994

Louisiana’s Top Reverse Mortgage Lender

Are you a homeowner age 62 or older?

A Reverse Mortgage may be right for you.

CALL US TODAY TO LEARN MORE

504-834-1190

8 bankofneworleans.net

BNO hosts FREE monthly Reverse Mortgage Seminars to explain the facts 
and answer questions about Reverse Mortgages in an informal setting with 
refreshments, giveaways, and door prizes. In addition, our knowledgeable 

Reverse Mortgage Professionals are available any time during business hours.

GeorGy’s  
summer CoCktails 
Halo summer Hi-lights! $35
mini Vacation Facial $35
summer Bikini ,  
eyebrow & lip Wax $35 
Foot reflexology $35

treat yourself and  
Be ready For Cocktails!

Be Good to you.
expires  august 1, 2014

Georgys_0714.indd   1 6/27/14   7:37 PM

Kenner Citizen’ Police Academy class begins in August
Class # 31 of the Kenner Citizens’ Police 

Academy will begin on Wednesday, August 6, 
2014 at 6:30 p.m. at the Kenner Police Complex 
located at 500 Veterans Boulevard. Kenner Police 
Chief Michael J. Glaser and the Kenner Police 
Department encourage citizens to participate in 
this unique opportunity to learn more about po-
lice operations.

Students attend free classes one night per 
week for 13 weeks, receiving instruction from 
trained police officers who are certified in their 
fields. The academy provides detailed coverage 
about how the police department works in the 
areas of patrol division functions, crime preven-

tion, criminal investigations, computer forensics, 
K-9 unit, crime scene procedures, criminal and 
domestic violence laws, narcotics investigations, 
traffic enforcement, physical fitness, use of po-
lice force and self-defense, gang awareness and 
S.W.A.T. Students receive a tour of police head-
quarters and the jail and participate in a ride 
along with a police officer. Upon completion of 
the program, a graduation ceremony is held for 
students.

Graduates of the program receive the op-
portunity to join the Kenner Citizens’ Academy 
Alumni Association (KCPAAA), through which 
they can lead the community in improving safety 

and promoting support for the Kenner Police De-
partment. Alumni members can also volunteer 
their assistance at various department events.

Graduates may also apply for entry into the 
KPD Community Police Corps. This great pro-
gram gives members the opportunity to volunteer 
and assist the KPD in its mission.

For more information and to fill out an ap-
plication, visit the Kenner Police Department 
website at www.kennerpd.com. Contact the 
community relations division at 712-2294, 712-
2395 or at nguggenheim@kennerpd.com with 
any additional questions.   

Uncle Sam Jam at Lafreniere Park features 
Lee Greenwood and Jana Kramer

The Uncle Sam Jam celebration in Jeffer-
son Parish will feature country music stars Lee 
Greenwood and Jana Kramer on July 3, 2014, at 
the Al Copeland Concert and Meadow Stage in 
Lafreniere Park, located at 3000 Downs Boule-
vard in Metairie. Local favorite Christian Serpas 
and Ghost Town will kick-off the free concerts.

Lee Greenwood is an American country mu-
sic icon and Grammy Award winner, perhaps best 
known for his beloved patriotic signature song 
“God Bless the USA.” Greenwood has recorded 
seven number one hits and 25 top 100 singles in 
his career, including “I.O.U.,” “Somebody’s Gonna 
Love You,” “Going, Going, Gone,” “Dixie Road,” 
“I Don’t Mind the Thorns (If You’re the Rose),” 
“Don’t Underestimate My Love For You,” “Hearts 
Aren’t Made to Break (They’re Made to Love)” 
and “Mornin’ Ride.”

Rising country music artist and actress Jana 
Kramer began her country music career with the 
hit single “Why Ya Wanna” and will be opening 
for Blake Shelton on his Ten Times Crazier Tour 
this summer. Kramer is also known for her role 
as Alex Dupre on the television series “One Tree 
Hill.”

Christian Serpas and Ghost Town will open 
the show at 5:30 p.m. Greenwood will take the 
stage at 7:30 p.m. immediately followed by a fire-
works display at 9:00 p.m. Kramer will perform at 
9:20 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. to close out the celebra-
tion.

Uncle Sam Jam gates open at 4:00 p.m. The 
celebration is free and open to the public. Food 
and beverage concessions will be available.

For more information call the Lafreniere 
Park Office at 838-4389.  

Labyrinth opens in Lafreniere Park
Officials from Jefferson Parish held a ground-

breaking ceremony on June 27, 2014, to officially 
open a labyrinth built in Lafreniere Park.

The project is headed by Jefferson Beautifi-
cation Inc., a private, all-volunteer nonprofit orga-
nization, and cost approximately $65,000. Another 
non-profit, the Patrons of Lafreniere Park, also 

shared in the cost.
The winding walking path, built among 

benches and trees is located on the east side of 
the lagoon area in the Parterre Garden. Honorary 
brick pavers purchased to help finance the laby-
rinth are located behind the park’s foundation 
center.  
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Airport

The passenger 
experience from 
parking to boarding 
an aircraft at Louis 

Armstrong New Orleans International Airport 
(MSY) appears to be a seamless process. However, 
passengers are actually interacting with many dif-
ferent businesses that operate at the airport. These 
businesses each have their own corporate brand-
ing, employees, policies and customer service ini-
tiatives. For example, the airport parking garage is 
operated by New South Parking, curbside check-in 
is provided by businesses under contract with the 
particular airline, the airlines operate the ticket 
and gate counters, the news and gift concession 

is under Hudson Group, the food and beverage 
concession is under Delaware North Companies 
and passenger and checked bag screening is con-
ducted by the Transportation Security Administra-
tion (TSA). While the airport does not have control 
over these businesses, the airport has taken steps 
to have efficient and effective customer service for 
all of our passengers.

First, all persons employed to work at the 
airport are required to have an airport-issued ID 
badge. Before we issue the badge, the person must 
successfully complete certain training. The first 
module of training is customer service. It is de-
signed to reinforce the important role all persons 
working at the airport have in providing customer 

service to our passengers, regardless of their job 
description.

Second, we have twenty-two New Orleans 
Aviation Board (NOAB) Customer Service Repre-
sentatives as well as a team of volunteer Customer 
Service Ambassadors. These folks directly engage 
with our passengers to make the travel experience 
through the airport a pleasant one. As I mentioned 
above, there are a number of businesses that oper-
ate at the airport. Our Customer Service Represen-
tatives are resourceful in connecting passengers 
with the appropriate personnel from these busi-
nesses that can help resolve their customer service 
matter. Whether it’s a warm smile, a friendly wel-
come or assistance finding a loved one upon their 
arrival, the Customer Service staff is there to help. 
Easily detectable in their burgundy sport jackets 
are our Ambassadors in burgundy vests, they are 
strategically placed at the concourse exits, in the 
baggage claim and at our information stations 
where they are available to assist the traveling pub-
lic by addressing questions, comments or concerns.

At MSY, we also utilize and provide a number 
of amenities to assist our travelers and guests. For 
example, the airport has maps and other informa-
tion about the city, free Wi-Fi available throughout 
the terminal, white courtesy phones that may be 
used for local and toll free calls, free electronics 
charging stations conveniently located on the 
concourses and in the ticketing lobby, and the air-
port’s social media sites are updated with the latest 
airport information. We also have a lost and found, 

where our Customer Service staff work to return 
lost items to their owners. To introduce the charm 
and spirit of New Orleans to our first time visitors 
and a welcome home to our residents, arriving 
passengers are presented Mardi Gras beads every 
Friday through our “Throw Me Something Fridays” 
program. For our young guests, our Customer Ser-
vice information booths located in the terminal 
provide special items for them to enjoy.

Thanks to a trained workforce that is dedi-
cated to providing excellent customer service with 
their myriad of resources, I believe our customer 
service outreach can make travel through Arm-
strong International Airport a pleasant experience 
for our passengers young and old.   

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation 
for Louis Armstrong New Orleans Interna-
tional Airport may be reached at director@
flymsy.com. Check your local listings for the 
air time of the Armstrong International Air-
port 30 minute television program, “Air-
port Alive” or view it on the airport website,  
www.flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive” 
link on the “News and Stats” page. You can now 
follow the airport on facebook.com/MSYAirport 
and twitter.com/NO_Airport. To find out how to be 
a volunteer at the airport, click on “Ambassador” 
on the airport’s website homepage.  

Customer service – A priority at MSY
By Iftikhar Ahmad – Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation

0612_Orthopedic Center.indd   1 5/25/12   7:44 PM

Submit an anonymous tip  
directly to the Kenner Police  
Department about Criminal / 
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject, 
or Other Types of Suspicious 
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.com
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needed, Jules Pechon is our “go-to” guy.  
Knowledge, experience and expertise are 
his foundation for a perfect floor.”
—Kenny Hurst, The Stevens Realty Group
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Real Estate

Financial hurricane
By Guy Williams

The forecast for 
this year is for very 
few hurricanes. We 
sure hope that the 
forecast is correct. 
Unfortunately even 

if there are very few hurricanes, one of them could 
come here. As Bob Breck said, “I love the low hur-
ricane forecast but what I really want to know is if 
one is headed our way.”

So, what does hurricane season mean financial-
ly? The first and most serious financial issue is flood 
insurance. I am a big believer in flood insurance, 
even if you are not in a flood zone. The Louisiana 
congressional delegation with a big assist from GNO, 
Inc. made sure that flood insurance is still available 
and still reasonably priced. Check to be sure that you 
have flood insurance. Do this now, since you can’t do 
it when there is a storm in the Gulf of Mexico.

When you check your flood insurance, be sure 
that you have contents coverage. I have always 

bought flood insurance every year but one year I 
looked at my actual policy. The contents coverage 
was zero. I called my agent who said I had never had 
contents coverage. Well, I do have contents coverage 
now.

The next step is to prepare for a possible evacu-
ation. None of us want to evacuate. It is stressful, 
time consuming and expensive. You can eliminate 
part of the stress by signing up for online banking 
and online bill pay. In this way, even if you are out 
of town, you can manage your finances and pay your 
bills from anywhere that has computer access. You 
can access online banking from a smart phone, iPad, 
laptop or desktop computer. Whichever communica-
tion device you choose, make sure that you have the 
charging cables that work both in the car and from 
an outlet. If your device has a removable battery, now 
is the time to buy a backup battery and be sure that 
you keep it charged.

Knowing that evacuations are stressful, write 
your packing list now while you are relaxed. At the 

Banking

July marks our 
nation’s birthday, and 
as millions gather to 
celebrate Indepen-
dence Day, feelings 

and ideas of what makes the United States great 
will undoubtedly flood the minds of those attending 
local barbeques, block parties or fireworks displays. 
The United States is ripe with diversity and there’s 
no better way of celebrating this great nation than 
focusing on promoting American-made products, 
manufacturers and craftsmen.

While a majority of products found in homes are 
now produced elsewhere, there are still American 
companies producing quality products for every facet 
of life. When celebrating the Fourth of July this year, 
wave a flag made by Annin and Company which start-
ed in 1847. It’s the oldest and largest flag manufac-
turer in the United States. Celebrate American inde-
pendence by supporting local workers and craftsmen.

Products made in the U.S. not only offer supe-
rior workmanship, but they also help promote the 
U.S. economy. In recent decades, many American 
companies have moved production overseas, at-
tracted by cheaper labor and production costs in less 
developed countries. Manufacturing is a crucial part 
of any economy and has been woven into the struc-
ture of the economy since World War II. Only since 
the early 2000s has American manufacturing seen a 
steady decline and the numbers continue to fall into 
2014, but a small group of Americans have made a 
point of counteracting the outsourcing movement in 
the United States.

In recent years, more and more companies 
have tried to shift back to American made products 
and even homebuilders have shown an interest in 
promoting “Made in America.” The Building a Bet-
ter America Council, a non-profit organization, was 
created to promote the manufacturing and purchas-
ing of American made products in the construction 

industry. Portland, Oregon’s 2013 Street of Dreams 
featured a home by Westlake Development Group, 
appropriately named “The American Dream.” In the 
construction of the house, 97 percent of the products 
used were made in America, from nuts and bolts to 
lighting fixtures to rescued barn wood.

In January 2013, 84 Lumber, the largest pri-
vately held building materials and services supplier 
in the U.S., launched its “We Build American” ini-
tiative at the National Association of Homebuilders 
Show in Las Vegas, where it encouraged builders, 
remodelers and home buyers to purchase and use 
American made materials in the construction and 
remodeling of their homes. They have found the cost 
of using American made material is within one-half 
to one percent of the cost of foreign materials.

Additionally, buying products that are made 
in the U.S. promotes greener and environmentally 
conscious production standards while preventing 
worker exploitation. Websites such as madeinusa.

org, consumerreports.org and madeintheusa.com 
highlight companies and products made in the U.S.A. 
Another huge popular site is Etsy, allowing consum-
ers to search specific sites for many items.

Personal preference always takes priority when 
choosing items for the home or for life in general, but 
when celebrating Independence Day this year, take 
a moment to recognize what our nation has to offer 
in every area of life. American workers and crafts-
men help keep our country running. When shopping 
for home items, clothing and anything else for every-
day living, don’t forget about “Made in the U.S.A.”    

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisi-
ana, can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner 
Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard 
in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local indepen-
dently owned and operated company. Visit the com-
pany website at www.gardnerrealtors.com.

Celebrate America: Made in the USA
By Linda R. Martin

last minute you are likely to forget something and 
end up with your stomach in knots. Some people 
pack a “go” bag. If you can, this is really helpful. Also, 
to the extent possible plan your destination in ad-
vance. Many folks visit family or go to a preset motel. 
It will help to know what you intend to do.

It is also very helpful to work out who will ride 
together. You don’t want to try and coordinate with 
relatives when the wind is blowing and the rain is 
pouring down. It is also a very nice thing to be sure 
that elderly neighbors are accounted for.

One of the unfortunate expenses of evacua-
tion is the loss of food in the freezer. At our house, 
we work through the food in the freezer with the 
idea of having nothing but ice cubes in it by August 
1. This is sort of fun and it is actually good because 
we avoid having food sit too long. This way even if 
you lose power, you won’t lose a freezer full of food. 
It is also good to work the refrigerator down to a low 
level. And here is a pro tip – when you leave, put ev-

erything in black garbage bags inside the refrigerator 
and freezer. If power is lost, all you have to do is open 
the door and toss the bags. The appliance will not 
be ruined.

An evacuation savings account is also a great 
practice. Set aside the money that you will need for 
gas lodging and food for at least a three-day evacua-
tion. If evacuation doesn’t occur, you have created an 
emergency reserve that can be used as needed.

I am praying for another calm year, but if we 
don’t get that, a little preparation can really reduce 
the stress and cost of an evacuation.   

Guy Williams is president and chief execu-
tive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. 
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Wil-
liams Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager, 
can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank 
and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.
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Automotive
How to care for your car during the coming hot summer
By Scott Zimmerman

Summer is here, 
so it’s an ideal time to 
make sure your vehicle 
is in good working 

condition. The high temperatures of summer can 
be tough on a vehicle from everything to the paint to 
the tires. With certain things unchecked, you could 
be stranded in the heat. There are a few tips to help 
make sure you and your vehicle are protected against 
the hazards of summer.

Coolant, motor oil and windshield washer fluid 
are things motorists can regularly check on their 
own. Engine coolant or antifreeze, is the number one 
thing to stay on top of in the summer months. Cars 
have a closed system for coolant so checking or add-
ing coolant is easy. The coolant reservoir is located 
under the hood. Consult your owner’s manual for a 
specific location. Be sure the coolant level is between 
the minimum and maximum markings, adding more 
if necessary. Never open the radiator cap or coolant 
tank lid when the engine is hot.

Tire pressure is also important, especially in 
summer months. As the outside temperature climbs, 
the air in your car’s tires expands. Before a road trip 
check your tire pressure when the tires are at a nor-
mal temperature. Be sure to use the proper tire pres-
sure for your car, not the maximum pressure listed 
on the tire sidewall. You can find the recommended 
tire pressure label in the vehicle’s door jamb, glove 
compartment or in your owner’s manual.

Tires that are not inflated properly can reduce 
your car’s handling capability, maybe even generating 

excess heat, which could cause a blowout. Although 
most cars now have an on-board tire pressure moni-
toring system it is still a good idea to get a good qual-
ity tire pressure gauge, the dial-type analog unit or 
digital gauge, and check your tires yourself every few 
months. Don’t forget to check the pressure in your 
spare tire, too, because you never know when you 
might need it.

Summer usually means more long distance road 
trips and poor fuel economy can be costly. Periodic 
maintenance like oil and filter changes and inspec-
tion or replacement of the air cleaner and fuel filters 
should definitely be performed. This is essential to 
the durability of your car’s engine in the long term 
and neglecting them will cause poor fuel economy 
in the short term. Performing regular maintenance 
means using less fuel on that long highway trip. Main-
taining proper tire pressure and using cruise control 
on the highway can further improve fuel economy, 
keeping your summer fuel costs down.

While air conditioning can be a drag on fuel 
economy in stop-and-go driving, keeping the windows 
up and the air conditioning on improves aerodynam-
ics and is ideal when driving on the highway. It will 
also keep the driver and passengers comfortable and 
reduce driver fatigue. Have your air conditioning sys-
tem checked annually. If your car’s air conditioner is 
not cooling your car the chances are that you have 
a leak in the system. Adding refrigerant to a leaking 
system will only solve the problem temporarily, so in-
vest in a proper repair. Some air conditioning systems 
have a cabin air filtration system. Check your owner’s 

Attention RenteRs
Would you like to purchase your first home?
now Accepting Applications for 

the First -Time  

Grants up 
to $50,000 

 

Down Payment 
& Closing Cost 
Assistance up 

to  $10,000

Grant Repayment
  is Forgiven Over
an Affordability

Period

WHO’S ELIGIBLE?
 Eligible participants include individuals 
and families that . . .
1.   have a total household income at or 

below 80% of the Area Median Income 
as defined by HUD. Current income 
limits based on family size are:

2.  have not owned a home during the past 
three years  nor been disqualified from 
program participation.

Household Income Limits
 Household  Maximum
 Size Income
 1 $32,950
 2 $37,650
 3 $42,350
 4 $47,050
 5 $50,850
 6 $54,600
 7 $58,350
 8 $62,150

•ELIGIBLE PROPERTIES:

•  Max purchase price 
$165,000

•  Located in incorporated 
Kenner

•  Serve as applicant’s 
primary residence

•  Be owner-occupied 
single family dwelling

•  Home must be  
move-in ready  
(meet HQS standards)

Homebuyers
Assistance Program

Program applications are available online at www.kenner.la.us or at 
City of Kenner Community Development Department
624 Williams Blvd. | Kenner, LA  70062 | 504-468-7588

THE HOMEOWNERSHIP ASSISTANCE  
PROGRAM IS CONDUCTED ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS

Call Michelle Foster to make your dream of owning a home come true!
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manual to see how often the filter should be changed. 
It is not a problem if you see a little water dripping 
from your car. The air conditioning system drains con-
densation when it’s working properly.

Keeping your car cool when not driving is impor-
tant as well. The heat of the summer sun can cause 
cosmetic damage to your car and make it harder to 
cool off the inside. Protect paint and interior by park-
ing in a garage or under overhead cover when possi-
ble. Regularly waxing your vehicle using a polish with 
UV protection to reduce sun damage and paint fading 
is a good idea. Protect the interior, as well. Purchas-
ing an inexpensive sunshade will keep sunlight from 
coming in the windshield and will reduce fading, dry-
ing and cracking inside the vehicle, and will make it 
cooler when you get behind the wheel.

Preparation is key to handling hot summer heat. 
Following these simple tips will help your vehicle to 
perform its best this summer. Not only will you and 
your vehicle be better prepared to survive the heat, 
but you’ll also make the most of your summer by en-
joying the freedom that a well-cared-for car can offer.

Don’t get stranded in the heat. Maintain your 
car year-round, but make special preparations for 
dealing with the hazards of summer, too.   

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire 
and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and oper-
ated full-service tire and automotive shop, located 
at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours 
are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. 
Scotty’s website is www.scottystireauto.com.

Community
Do you understand the art of couponing? If not, 
free library presentation explains it all

Julia Duncan of Sunshine Learning Group 
(www.coupondivas.com) will discuss the growing 
popularity of couponing at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
July 23 at the East Bank Regional Library located at 
4747 West Napoleon Avenue in Metairie.

This event is free of charge and is open to the 
public. Registration is not required.

According to Duncan, couponing is more 
popular – and more necessary for many families 
– than ever. She says the more a person presents 
coupons, the more important it is to follow an ac-
cepted etiquette.

During the presentation, Duncan will discuss 
basic rules listed below when practicing the art of 
couponing.

Read the fine print. Organize coupons before 
shopping. Make sure you understand exactly which 
product sizes and variations are valid for purchase 
with each coupon. For example, if the coupon is for 
a 20-ounce bottle of orange soda, don’t plan to use it 
with a 12-ounce can of root beer. Even if it’s an honest 
mistake, the cashier may think you’re trying to pull a 
fast one.

Don’t use photocopied coupons. Unless the 
store is providing them, using photocopied cou-
pons may be considered coupon fraud, which is 
against the law.

Don’t use more than two coupons per item. 
The general rule is that you can use one store coupon 
and one manufacturer’s coupon per item. If you try to 
use more, chances are you are violating store policy or 
the terms of one of the coupons you are already using.

Never take a coupon insert from a paper you 
haven’t paid for. Unfortunately, coupon theft is on 
the rise. Some people are stealing coupon inserts ei-
ther from store newspapers or from newspapers oth-
er people have already paid for. Saving a few bucks 
isn’t worth your integrity.

Know the store’s coupon policy. Your grocery 
store, retailers and local merchants will all have dif-
ferent coupon policies. Some may allow you to use 
coupons for items that are on sale, but others won’t. 
Some may give you cash back if your coupons exceed 
the value of what you’ve purchased, while others may 
not allow this. They will all have different rules about 
rain checks. Familiarize yourself with the store’s 
policies so you don’t have an issue when you’re in the 
checkout line.

Always be kind to the cashier. Even if you find 
that the checkout person has an attitude about your 
coupons, smile graciously and thank them for their 
help. They may have had a run-in with an unfriendly 
couponer or someone who tried to trick them into 
honoring coupons that weren’t valid.  

Jefferson Parish to host regional teen CERT camp
Jefferson Parish Emergency Management will 

host a free, three-day Regional Teen Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) Camp on July 
17, 18 and 19, 2014, at the Foundation Center located 
in Lafreniere Park, 3000 Downs Boulevard in Metai-
rie. Jefferson Parish Emergency Management will 
be joined by emergency management from Orleans 
Parish, Plaquemines Parish, and St. Bernard Parish.

The CERT Camp is open to teenagers between 
12 to 19 years of age from across the New Orleans 
metro area, including but not limited to Explorer 
POSTs, Venture Units, Scout groups, Church groups 
and ROTC students.

The Teen Community Emergency Response 

Team Program educates students about disaster pre-
paredness for hazards that may impact their area and 
offers training in basic disaster response skills, such 
as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organiza-
tion and disaster medical operations.

The Teen CERT Camp is a free, three-day event 
packed with disaster response training, team-build-
ing exercises, competitive events and fun recreation-
al activities.

For more information and to register, go to 
www.jeffparish.net or call Jefferson Parish Emer-
gency Management at 349-5360. Space is limited. 
Registration deadline is July 11.  



If you’ve decided 
to “do it yourself” 
when selling your resi-
dence, you’ve, perhaps 

unknowingly, made a decision to take on quite a bit 
of personal and legal responsibility. Sure, you are 
aware of the obvious tasks of personally fielding all of 
those sales inquiries and the requisite cleaning and 
grooming of your home to make the best first impres-
sion for those numerous open houses. You don’t have 
the wisdom of a real estate agent but you believe that 
you can overcome this deficiency with the “hands on” 
experience you have acquired by living in your home 
over these many years. An agreement on the price, a 
handshake and you’re on your way, right?

Unfortunately, there’s a little more detail that 
needs to addressed. All that knowledge you acquired 
over the years about the condition of your home 
needs to be put in writing and supplied to each po-

tential purchaser, before they make an offer on your 
home. Louisiana has a residential real estate disclo-
sure law (Louisiana Revised Statutes 9:3196, et. seq.) 
that requires the seller of residential property to pro-
vide a potential purchaser with a written detailed 
disclosure about the condition of the residence. You 
can’t just come up with your own list. You will have 
to fill out the disclosure document that is provided 
by the Louisiana Real Estate Commission or at least 
address the minimum requirements promulgated by 
that body. A sample of the form is found on the Loui-
siana Real Estate Commission’s website.

In order to determine if a written property dis-
closure is required for your particular transaction 
you will have to consult the statute. There are some 
enumerated exceptions provided in the law, however, 
the vast majority of residential sales will require the 
property condition disclosure to be completed by the 
seller and provided to the purchaser. The timing of 

the disclosure is significant. The law requires that 
the seller deliver to the purchaser the completed 
and signed property disclosure document no later 
than the time that the purchaser makes an offer to 
purchase. The requirement to disclose continues 
even after the seller has received and accepted an 
offer from the purchaser. If no pre-offer disclosure 
was provided to the purchaser, the seller must pro-
vide a disclosure to the purchaser before the sale 
of the residence. However, a disclosure provided to 
the purchaser after the acceptance of an offer will 
automatically provide him with a 72 hour window, 
from the receipt of the disclosure, to cancel his offer 
and/or terminate the executed purchase agreement 
without penalty or loss of deposit.

So don’t waste all that time and effort in show-
ing your home and negotiating, preparing, revising 
and executing a purchase agreement, only to have it 
all unravel when the purchaser takes a peek at your 

disclosure. First, read and familiarize yourself with 
the law, then find and fill out and sign the disclosure 
form in good faith. Like most things, selling a house 
is not as simple as it might initially appear. Proper 
disclosure of the condition of your home is just the 
beginning. Perhaps listing your home for sale with 
a qualified real estate agent wasn’t such a bad idea 
after all?   

Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana 
State Bar Association, has been a practicing at-
torney for over 35 years. His office is located at 
4200 S. I-10 Service Road, Suite 110, in Metai-
rie. Estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, 
business transactions and corporate, franchise 
and real estate law are his primary areas of 
practice. Watts is also the owner and man-
ager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be reached at  
836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.

Don’t forget to disclose
By Steven A. Watts
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Jefferson Parish to host regional teen CERT camp

Dr. James Meza, Jr. is stepping down after three years of unprecedented progress at JPPSS
Dr. James Meza, Jr., superintendent of the 

Jefferson Parish Public School System (JPPSS) an-
nounced in late June that he will leave his position 
at the end of September 2014, a role he has held 
since 2011. Meza initially came to Jefferson Parish 
as a transitional leader and soon became known as 
the “turnaround superintendent.” He led a transfor-
mation agenda by focusing on student achievement, 
providing flexibility and high expectations for prin-
cipals, while building a network support system for 
teachers and schools.

According to a press release announcing 
Meza’s departure date, working closely for the past 
three years with a strong school board, JPPSS has 
shown improvement in every measure when it 
comes to student achievement. The effort to put 
students first and eliminate bureaucratic waste 
and inefficiencies was anchored by Meza’s reorga-
nization plan. Unanimously approved by the board, 
the plan eliminated a $25 million deficit, balanced 
the budget, reallocated increased funding to school 
maintenance, established a plan for safe and secure 
schools and enabled the first pay raise for employees 
in three years.

“Anyone who doubts that significant progress 
can take place in a traditional, locally-controlled 
school district needs to look no further than Jeffer-
son Parish,” said Meza. “I am proud of the results. 
The work that the Jefferson Parish school com-
munity has done should be considered a model 
that school systems and school boards throughout 
our state and country can use to advance student 
achievement.”

During Meza’s first two years, JPPSS has im-
proved its state performance rating from a letter 
grade of “D” to “B.” In that same period, the percent-
age of Jefferson Parish schools rated as “A” or “B” by 
the Louisiana Department of Education increased 
from 14 percent to 41 percent. Jefferson Parish is 
also now home to three schools that are ranked in 
the top six in Louisiana. Third-year testing results 
also project further increase in state academic 
ranking, as JPPSS was one of the top ten school 
districts to demonstrate improvement in mastering 
advanced levels of student performance under the 
new Common Core State Standards testing format. 

The outgoing superintendent calls the timing 
right for his departure. “Based on our results, my 
mission has been successful and is complete,” said 
Meza. “The next 90 days will focus on a successful 
launch of the new school year and a transition phase 
working with the Board and staff to sustain contin-
ued academic success.”

State Education Superintendent John White 
has called Jefferson Parish “one of the most excit-
ing places for public education in Louisiana.” Hail-
ing Meza’s record of achievement, White said, “Jim 
Meza has given Jefferson Parish students and their 
families cause for renewed optimism. By every met-
ric, the performance of students and schools has im-
proved substantially, and there is a solid foundation 
upon which to continue this remarkable trajectory.”

Jefferson Parish School Board President Mike 
Delesdernier says that thanks to Meza’s dedication 
and vision, the district is in great shape for the next 
generation of leaders.

“Jim Meza came to JPPSS as a transitional 
superintendent but quickly became a transforma-
tional superintendent,” said Delesdernier. “Not 
only do we have a balanced budget, but we were 

able to give our teachers a long overdue raise 
after a protracted pay freeze. This is the perfect 
time to attract top talent to write the next chap-
ter in the JPPSS success story.”  

www.kennerstar.com
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“...Brazilian deli serving an impressive array of 

meat pies, some very novel sandwiches and a  

Saturday afternoon stew like no other.” — Gambit

Authentic 

BrAziliAn 
Cuisine 

made 
Fresh DAily 

with  
homemADe spiCes

Coxinha
deep-fried fritters made with  

spiced & floured shredded chicken.

Feijoada 
traditional black bean & pork stew made with  

salted pork, smoked pork ribs & smoked sausage  
served with collard greens, orange slices & rice 

sprinkled with tapioca flour (farofa).

plate lunches, meat pies, savory pastries,  
fresh cane juice, natural shakes & juices

BRAZILIAN MARKET & CAFE
2424 Williams Blvd., Suite N  • 468-3533

M-F 7am to 7:30pm, Sat 7am to 7pm, Sun 8am to 5pm

www.brazilianmarketcafe.com

62 menu items under $10

Brazilian Burgers start at $5.75

Breakfast 
served

Daily 

Grilled Brazilian Cut Top sirloin steak

Daily specials 

$836
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The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with 
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are 
welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions 
and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Recipe CornerRecipe Corner
Kids in the Kitchen    
By foodieforone.com

 Kids love to see Lego pieces turn into barns and planes; 
an air pump blow up a flat bicycle tire; so why not show 
them how measuring and mixing flour, eggs, cinnamon, 
raisins and water can turn into these delicious cinnamon 
rolls! They will certainly gobble them up!

It’s a fairly simple recipe, you’ll just have to fill the two 
hour gap while the dough proofs in the fridge – a movie 
or swimming or bike riding perhaps – and then you’ll be 
ready for the fun part – rolling out the dough! So let’s get 
started – and pack your patience, mom and dad!

For the dough 
2 eggs; 2/3 cup warm water; 1 package active dry yeast; 
3 1/2 cups all-purpose flour; 1 teaspoon salt; 2 
tablespoons granulated sugar; 1/2 cup butter

In a bowl, beat eggs, then add water and yeast. Stir to 
blend. Refrigerate 10 minutes.

In a stand mixer, or by hand, combine the flour, salt and 
sugar. With dough hook or your own clean hands, blend 
very well for about two minutes. Next drop in butter 
chunks and continue to blend for about five to eight 
minutes.

Now, pour in the yeast mixture and continue to knead 
dough for about four or five minutes or until formed into 
a dough ball and clearing all sides. Flour hands and 
remove dough ball and place into an oiled bowl and place 
in refrigerator for at least two hours or overnight.

After two hours, or, when you are ready to bake your rolls, 
remove dough ball and place on a well-floured surface. 
With a rolling pin or your own hands, roll and press dough 
into a rectangle about a 1/4 inch thick. Flour rolling pin 
and your hands liberally throughout this process. The kids 
will love making a mess!

 

Sprinkle dough with the following:
1/4 cup butter, softened, brush liberally over dough – add 
more if needed; 1/3 cup dark brown sugar; 1 tablespoon 
cinnamon; 1/4 cup raisins or more if you like; 1/4 cup 
pecans or walnuts (optional)

Gently roll dough rectangle into a fairly tight log and 
slice into one-inch slices. Place rolls on a well-greased 
baking sheet about an inch or two apart. Set aside for 30 
minutes in a warm place to rise just a tad more. Before 
baking, generously sprinkle rolls with granulated sugar 
on the top and place into a preheated 350 degree oven 
22 to 24 minutes. Be careful not to over bake – when the 
rolls are a nice, golden brown, they are ready!

Allow rolls to cool slightly then drizzle with as much or as 
little icing as you like – I prefer to taste the sweet dough, 
raisins and cinnamon, with just a hint of icing, while the 
rest of the family likes their rolls covered in icing!

Stir briskly: 
3/4 cup powdered sugar and 2 to 3 teaspoons milk (Make 
more if you need it)

These cinnamon rolls will be exceptional the next day 
straight from a plastic bag, and, when placed in a very 
hot preheated oven for just a few minutes, returned just 
as fresh from the oven, soft, icing melting, taste! Enjoy 
your summer!
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The evolution 
of “travel baseball” is 
producing an arena 

that winning at any cost is more important than 
the young athlete themselves. I have seen 10- and 
11-year-old athletes throw curve ball after curve ball 
with one or two pitchers on a team always throwing 
their maximum innings every weekend without any 
protection from the number of pitches thrown. As 
you will soon read, it is not so much the number of 
innings pitched, but more importantly, the number 
of pitches a young pitcher will throw each game.

Overuse injuries are not uncommon in Little 
League baseball and can take months to heal. More 
than three million boys and girls will be involved in 
Little League baseball programs around the coun-
try and more than 90,000 will get hurt. The most 
prevalent of these injuries is pain in the elbow and 
shoulder region of the throwing arm. Going through 
a throwing program that will help prevent injury and 
condition the arm is a vital part of preventing over-
use elbow and shoulder injuries in the Little League 
player. Parents should begin a pre-season throwing 
program about four weeks prior to local playground 
try-outs by starting to throw with their child from a 
short distance of 30 feet and progressing to long-toss 
throws at 120 to 150 feet by the fourth week. It is im-
portant that both parents and coaches be educated 
in pre-season conditioning and proper warm-up for 
the adolescent baseball player.

In a child ages eight to 13, the elbow and shoul-
der anatomy are very different than that of an adult. 
The bones are still open at growth centers, allowing 
for separation if too much force is placed on the joint. 
A tremendous amount of force occurs in the elbow 
and shoulder during a long overhand throw or fast 
pitch. Coaches and parents need to teach the proper 
mechanics of throwing as well as getting their child 
to develop habits of stretching and strengthening 
the arm, leg and trunk muscles. Proper condition-
ing will help diminish overuse injuries. Ice to the 
throwing shoulder and elbow should be used for 15 
minutes after each outing, whether it is after a game 
or working on mechanics at practice.

Although the risk of injury increases with age 
and the level of competition, several other risk fac-
tors have been identified. A few major risk factors 
that increase the incidence of elbow and shoulder 
pain or injury in the Little League player include 
throwing a breaking ball (curveball or slider) at an 
early age, too many pitches per game or too many 
per inning, poor pitching mechanics, or poor prac-
tice and conditioning habits. There are many opin-
ions on when to start an adolescent player pitching 
and most agree that it is at the age of 10 years old. Dr. 
Joseph Chandler, director of medical services for the 
Major League Baseball’s Atlanta Braves, surveyed 

101 minor and major league pitchers to see what 
their youth baseball experience was like. The aver-
age age they started pitching was 10.1 years of age. 
Younger players should be learning how to throw a 
baseball accurately with proper mechanics and also 
working on their hitting skills and skills in the field.

Preventing injury in the Little League elbow 
and shoulder should be a top priority with all coach-
es. As noted above, limiting the number of pitches 
thrown and type of pitches allowed should be the 
two greatest concerns of both coaches and parents. 
The USA Baseball Medical and Safety Advisory Com-
mittee recommend players ages eight to 18 should 
be limited to two pitching appearances per week. 
They also recommend limiting 50 pitches per game 
and only throwing a fastball for those ages eight to 
10 years old. In the age group of 11 to 12 years old, 
the player should be limited to 70 pitches per game 
and only throw the fastball and changeup pitch. At 
age 13, the player is allowed 75 pitches per game 
and only throwing fastball and changeup pitches. As 
the body structure of the player matures, his arm is 
able to tolerate increased pitch counts and different 
type of pitches thrown. At age 14, the pitcher is still 
allowed 75 pitches per game, but now he is able to 
throw not only the fastball and changeup, but the 
curve ball as well. The slider is not allowed until age 
16 with a pitch count of 90 pitches per game. Intro-
ducing the curve ball and slider too soon increases 
elbow and shoulder injury rates in young athletes. 
Rest periods of two or more days between games are 
necessary as well to allow tissues to heal.

Breaking pitches such as the curve ball and 
slider have been strongly associated with increases 
in elbow and shoulder pathology because of the 
increased stresses produced when throwing these 
types of pitches. The risk of using breaking pitches 
is magnified for the young athlete because growth 
plates in the elbow and shoulder are still open and 
more susceptible to stress-related injuries.

These recommendations should be used when 
coaching young pitchers. Injury prevention is the 
responsibility of all who are involved with youth 
baseball. We need to keep young players healthy and 
protect their young arms so they may enjoy the sport 
throughout their lifetime.  

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is presi-
dent of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy lo-
cated at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at 
two other locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. 
Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical School De-
partment of Allied Health Department of Physical 
Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Or-
thopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted via 
email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting  
www.orthosportstherapy.com.

How do we protect the young 
baseball throwing athlete?
By Craig Goodwin
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A typical fam-
ily spends about 33 
percent of its annual 
heating and cooling 
budget on air that 

leaks into or out of the house through unintended 
gaps and cracks. With the money you waste in just 
one year, you can plug many of those leaks your-
self. It’s among the most cost-effective things you 
can do to conserve energy and increase comfort, 
according to EnergyStar.gov. Start in the attic, 
since that’s where you’ll find some of the biggest 
energy drains. Finally, seal air leaks in the rest of 
the house.

Most recessed lights have vents that open 
into the attic, a direct route for heated or cooled 
air to escape. Lights labeled ICAT, for “insulation 
contact and air tight,” are already sealed; look for 
the label next to the bulb. If you don’t see it, as-
sume your light leaks. An airtight baffle is a quick 
fix. Remove the bulb, push the baffle up into the 
housing and then replace the bulb.

Most of your house probably has an inner 
skin of drywall or plaster between the living 
space and unheated areas. But builders in the 
past often skipped this cover behind knee walls 
(partial-height walls where the roof angles down 
into the top floor), above dropped ceilings or sof-
fits and above angled ceilings over stairs. Check 
and see if there are uninsulated areas or gaps in 
these walls that need to be sealed.

Building codes require that wood framing 
be kept at least one inch from metal flues and 
two inches from brick chimneys. But that cre-
ates gaps where air can flow through. Cover the 
gaps with aluminum flashing cut to fit and sealed 
into place with high-temperature silicone caulk. 
To keep insulation away from the hot flue pipe, 
form a barrier by wrapping a cylinder of flashing 
around the flue, leaving a one-inch space in be-
tween. To maintain the spacing, cut and bend a 
series of inch-deep tabs in the cylinder’s top and 
bottom edges.

A quarter-inch gap around pull-down attic 
stairs or an attic hatch lets through the same 
amount of air as a bedroom heating duct. Seal 
it by caulking between the stair frame and the 
rough opening or by installing foam weather 
stripping around the perimeter of the hatch 
opening. Or you can buy a pre-insulated hatch 
cover kit. These kits are fairly easy to install and 
they work well.

Once the biggest attic gaps are plugged, 

move on to the medium-size ones. Low-expansion 
polyurethane foam in a can is great for plugging 
openings one-quarter inch to three inches wide, 
such as those around plumbing pipes and vents. 
A standard 12-ounce can will be good for 250 feet 
of bead about half an inch thick. The plastic straw 
applicator seals shut within two hours of the first 
use, so to get the most mileage out of a can, squirt 
a lubricant such as WD-40 onto a pipe cleaner 
and stuff that into the applicator tube between 
uses.

Caulk makes the best gap-filler for openings 
less than one-quarter inch wide, such as those 
cut around electrical boxes. Silicone costs the 
most but works well next to nonporous materials, 
such as metal flashing or where there are temper-
ature extremes, as in attics. Acrylic latex caulk is 
less messy to work with and cleans up with water.

In the main living areas of your home, the 
most significant drafts tend to occur around win-
dows and doors. If you have old windows, caulk-
ing and adding new weather stripping goes a long 
way toward tightening them up. Adhesive-backed 
EPDM rubber is a good material to choose, rated 
to last at least 10 years. Weather stripping also 
works wonders on doors. If a draft comes in at 
the bottom, install a new door sweep.

Some words of caution. Try to perform attic 
work on cool days. Wear protective gear such as 
disposable clothes, gloves and a double-elastic 
mask or half-face respirator. Bring along a drop-
light with a fluorescent bulb, plus at least two 
pieces of plywood big enough to span two or three 
joists to support you as you work. To save trips up 
and down a ladder, try to move up all of the ma-
terials you need before you get started. One warn-
ing though. If you find vermiculite insulation (i.e., 
small grayish or brownish colored pieces) stop 
and have this material checked for asbestos. The 
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
can provide additional information and resources 
on this.  

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed profes-
sional engineer and licensed home inspector 
and the president of Criterium-Dormady Engi-
neers, a locally owned consulting engineering 
firm specializing in residential and commer-
cial building inspection services. Dormady can 
be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, 
LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.
net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is  
www.criterium-dormady.com..

Seal those leaks
By Dan Dormady
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Treasure Chest Casino kicks off the 4th of July celebration with fireworks
By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager

Where does time 
go? As I sit here and 
realize July is upon 
us and half of 2014 is 
already over I think 

about how fast time goes by. When we are young it 
seems to take forever for things to end and arrive. 
School seemed to last an eternity, summer break 
was more than just a short pause before school be-
gan again and it was a millennium before Christmas 
came around. Now, the days sometimes seem like 
minutes, weeks seem like hours and months just fly 
by. We live in a fast-paced world as we move through 
each day losing sight of what is here and now. The 

drive to plan ahead and build a better future should 
always be present but we should always take a break 
and enjoy that very moment of our lives. The mo-
ments with friends, family or just yourself and cel-
ebrate the now.

In July, please take the opportunity to do just 
that and also celebrate our nations’ independence, 
as Treasure Chest Casino will team up with the city 
of Kenner again this year to bring fireworks to the 
Laketown area. Kick off your Independence week-
end celebration with a spectacular fireworks show 
Thursday, July 3, 2014 at approximately 9:30 p.m. 
Spectators are invited to view the show from Lake-
town or any of the three decks of the riverboat casino.

On July 5, Treasure Chest will help you bag 
some money in our $25,000 “Bags of Money Give-
away.” At 7:00 p.m. 9:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m., three 
winners will be selected to reach into our bag of 
money to build their winnings and win up to $2,997 
in slot dollars.

And, don’t forget, Fridays in July are summer 
“Fun Days” at Treasure Chest. Join us Fridays, July 
11, 18 and 25, 2014 from 7:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. to 
dig up some winnings in our “Sand Dollar Giveaway.”  
Each promotion night, ten B Connected members 
will be selected to instantly win at least $500 in 
slot dollars. And, if you are lucky, unbury a treasure 
worth up to $2,500 Slot Dollars.

Each day is a celebration at Treasure Chest Ca-
sino! Come out and join the celebration with friends 
and family. The team members at Treasure Chest 
look forward to spending some time with you.

As usual, you must be 21 or older to enter ca-
sino. Rules and restrictions apply on all promotions 
and giveaways.    

Treasure Chest Casino is located at 5050 Wil-
liams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain 
in Laketown. For more information visit www.trea-
surechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

Live entertainment at Treasure Chest in July
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertain-

ment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure 
Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 5050 Williams 
Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 24 hours on 
Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 

a.m. Sunday through Thursday. The casino’s phone 
number is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s website, www.
treasurechestcasino.com, for more information.

Below is the weekly list of entertainment, 
schedule and times subject to change.  

Wed., July 2
7:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., July 3
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Soul Connected

Fri., July 4
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Blue Eyed Soul Review

Sat., July 5
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Flipside

Sun., July 6
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., July 9
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., July 10
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Foret Tradition

Fri., July 11
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Esplanade

Sat., July 12
9:00 pm – 1:00 am
Limited Edition

Sun., July 13
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., July 16
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., July 17
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Seabrook

Fri., July 18
8:00 pm – 12:00 a.m.

River City Hit Squad

Sat., July 19
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

LO2

Sun., July 20
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., July 23
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., July 24
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

The Topcats

Fri., July 25
9:30 p.m. – 1:00 a.m.

John Pierre and Expressions

Sat., July 26
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
The Full Moons

Sun., July 27
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., July 30
7:00 p.m.-11:00p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., July 31
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Foret Tradition

19,355
THAT’S THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTER  
HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER THAT RECEIVE THE  

KENNER STAR FREE IN THE MAIL EACH MONTH!
  

WANT TO REACH  
THOSE PEOPLE?

 
Call us to advertise! 

468-9125
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Latin American News

The future has changed greatly for 
many Americans aged 65 and older in all 
ethnic groups. The past recession and 
poor economy has left millions of older 

Americans with higher living expenses, lower monthly incomes, sav-
ings depletions along with a reduced home equity. Many have even lost 
homes to foreclosure.

Here are some interesting facts about America’s seniors.
The National Academy of Sciences endorses a study that takes 

health care costs into account and shows that one in six American se-
niors lived in poverty in 2009, 16.8 percent, which was almost equal to 
poverty among children at 17.5 percent.

Of American seniors 65 and older, in 2009, half had annual indi-
vidual incomes of less than $18,500. Only two million had income above 
$85,150 but ten million people over 65 had individual incomes of less 
than $10,800.

Across all racial and ethnic groups the poverty rates for older 
women are higher than men with African-American women at a 24 
percent poverty rate compared to that of 13.7 percent of African-Amer-
ican men. Five percent of white men live in poverty as compared to 9.5 
percent of white women.

A quarter of income is spent on health care by the oldest and 
poorest. With $3,103 the average out of pocket spent on health care 
by older Americans, half of all Medicare beneficiaries spent more on 
health care in 2006.

Statistics from May 2011 show that those ages 65 and older spent 
an average of a year looking for employment. Even though there were 
more than seven million people in this age group in the labor force, the 
rate of unemployment for these seniors was just about twice what it 
was in 2007.

Of those families with a head of household age 65 to 74, in 2007 
two-thirds were in debt and more than half owed at least $40,000 which 
is a 400 percent increase from 1989.

Incredibly, of families headed by a person 65 or older, three of five 
families had no money in retirement savings accounts in 2007 and of 
those with savings, half saved less than $60,800.

Long-term health care has increased dramatically. In 2011, daily 

assistance was needed by over six million people 65 and older with 4.6 
million living in communities and 1.3 million in nursing homes. It costs 
more than $39,000 a year for private-pay assisted living costs with nurs-
ing home costs almost double that amount. Seniors get little help with 
Medicare as it pays for very little nursing home care and nothing for 
assisted living care.

Of Medicare beneficiaries, almost seven of ten have spent at least 
ten percent of their income on health care expenses in 2006. In 2009, 
on average, Medicare households spent three times more on health 
care as compared to non-Medicare households.

Social Security income is vital for those 65 and older. In 2008, 36 
percent of those with Social Security income stayed above the poverty 
line. Social Security income is the main source of family income for 
almost half of older Americans and the primary souce of income for 
older minorities. Of older African-Americans and Hispanics, more than 
25 percent rely on Social Security for almost all of their family income.

As noted, there is a new reality looming for older Americans when 
it comes to income and finances. We need to protect Social Security, 
protect earned pension benefits, protect private savings and protect 
older workers against discrimination.

The information for this column was garnered from a fact sheet 
from AARP.

Community announcements
July 9 – Asociación Nicaragüense de Louisiana (ANDELA) fes-

tival planning of El Tope de Santo Domingo. The event will be held on 
Saturday, August 9, from 3:00 to 10:00 p.m. at the Kenner Heritage Park. 
The event is open to the public. For information call 466-1483.

July 11 – Latin American Civic Organization of Louisiana (LA-
CAL), regular meeting and Hispanic Heritage Month planning. For in-
formation call 296-3976.

July 15 – Latin Council general meeting and discussion of issues 
affecting the Hispanic communities. For information call 296-3976.

July 24 – Unidad Hispanoamericana general meeting and plan-
ning 2014 pageant event. For information call 466-1483.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center offers various 
programs as well as access to information and referrals for all sorts of 
issues. For information call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 has Hispanic TV programs every 
Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information 
and program schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the KTV 
logo.

I leave you with this thought. “Nobody grows old merely by liv-
ing a number of years. We grow old by deserting our ideals. Years may 
wrinkle the skin, but to give up enthusiasm wrinkles the soul.”  

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for the Latin 
American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy 
at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent to P.O. 
Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

There is a new reality for America’s seniors    
By Rafael E. Saddy

Spanish immersion summer camp offered in July
The Spanish Honor Society at Haynes Academy for Advanced Stud-

ies will hold a Spanish Immersion Summer Camp from July 28 through 
July 30, 2014, for children entering grades kindergarten through sixth 
grade. The camp will be held at Haynes Academy, located at 1416 Me-
tairie Road in Metairie

The purpose of the camp is to introduce the Spanish language and 
culture to young students through instruction, singing, dancing, games 
and crafts.

The cost of the program is $150 and the fee includes the three-day 
camp program, snacks, a T-shirt and crafts. Camp hours are from 9:00 

a.m. until 2:00 p.m. each day and campers may arrive at Haynes Acad-
emy as early as 8:00 a.m. and be picked up by 3:00 p.m.

Money generated from the Spanish Immersion Camp will be used 
for scholarships to send students from Haynes Academy to a three-
week-long immersion school in Playa Tamarindo, Costa Rica, scheduled 
for summer of 2015.

For more information or to register, contact Holly Vogel, Spanish 
Immersion camp director 905-4849.   

Community
1st Lake Commercial Properties held flag raising ceremony with 
Boy Scouts of America

On June 26, 2014, 1st Lake Commercial Properties, Inc. held an 
inaugural flag raising ceremony at one of its office buildings located at 
2200 Veterans Boulevard in Kenner. The celebration was shared with 
local Boy Scout Troop 223 officiating the flag raising ceremony salut-
ing soldiers in the United States services. Susan Wallace, commercial 
division manager of 1st Lake Commercial Properties, Inc. said, “We 
wanted to have our local boy scouts with us to show our respect and 
gratitude for what they have given to our community.”

The ceremony included several local officials and police officers 
to honor the flag.

The Metairie based firm, Favrot and Shane and parent company 
to 1st Lake Commercial Properties, Inc. has looked at new feasibility 
options for the office building including doctor’s offices, banking and 
the oil and gas industry. “We have a unique opportunity for local and 
out of state companies in this building with its strategic location to the 
Louis Armstrong International Airport,” said Bria Martinez, regional 
vice president for 1st Lake Commercial Properties, Inc.

Anyone interested in learning more about 1st Lake  
Commercial Properties, Inc. can visit their website at 
www.1stlakecommercial.com.   
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Community
Parkinson’s support group holds monthly meetings

The Big Easy Fleur de Lis’ Parkinson’s support group, formed over 
six years ago, holds meetings at East Jefferson General Hospital on the 
last Monday of the month in the Esplanade One room of the first floor 
conference center. The next meeting will be on Monday, July 28, 2014 
from 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. and the speaker will be Marie Clesi from 
the Jefferson Council on Aging who will discuss the services JCOA can 
offer. JCOA’s executive director will also attend the meeting. Visiting at 
the meeting will be Lauren Kirby, Parkinson’s Disease Advocate with 
AbbVie Pharma. Meetings are free and open to the public.

“At each meeting we welcome Parkinson’s patients, family and 
caregivers. We share news about medications, treatments, current 
Parkinson’s research, tips and tricks, with an emphasis on living well 
with Parkinson’s,” said founder Bonnie Huddleston. “We enjoy our time 
together and love a good laugh – and there are usually plenty of those 
to go around at each meeting.”

For information on the Big Easy Fleur de Lis’ Parkinson’s sup-
port group contact Huddleston at 905-6355 or at BonHudd4417@
gmail.com.   

Jefferson Parish Library hosts two adult spelling bees
The Jefferson Parish Library will hold two adult spelling bees 

during July – one at the East Bank Regional Library in Metairie and 
one at the West Bank Regional Library in Harvey.

The first adult spelling bee will occur at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
July 9, 2014 at the East Bank Regional Library located at 4747 West 
Napoleon Avenue in Metairie.

The second adult spelling bee will occur at 7:00 p.m. on Wednes-
day, July 16, 2014 at the West Bank Regional Library located 2751 Man-
hattan Boulevard in Harvey.

Adults 18 years of age and older may participate in the spelling 
bee. The event is free of charge and is open to the public. Registration 

is not required. Participants should simply come to the event on the 
day it is held.

The Jefferson Parish Library’s Adult Spelling Bee is a contest in 
which individual competitors are eliminated as they fail to spell a given 
word correctly.

The purpose of the adult spelling bee is to promote good spelling 
and good spelling habits, to expand vocabulary and encourage accu-
rate word usage and pronunciation.

For more information regarding this presentation, contact Chris 
Smith, manager of adult programming for the library, at 889-8143 or 
wcsmith@jplibrary.net.   
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This past school year, the Jefferson 
Parish Public School System (JPPSS) 

expanded its K-8 initiative, converting six K-5 schools to a K-8 model. 
Students enrolled in the initiative had an opportunity to complete their 
middle grades in a familiar environment. Initial findings are encourag-
ing, with Jefferson Parish K-8 sixth graders out-performing state profi-
ciency averages in math and English Language Arts (ELA).

Among the schools in this initiative is Chateau Estates Elemen-
tary in Kenner, which expanded to include a sixth grade in the 2013-
14 school year. Families of fifth graders were given the opportunity to 
either remain at Chateau as sixth graders or enter their traditional 
receiving middle school, and a majority of the fifth graders elected to 
remain at Chateau. Additional grade levels will be added each year un-
til the school serves students in grades K-8.

Under the strong leadership of principal Colleen Winkler, Cha-
teau had a great first year of expansion to the new model. It was a tran-
sition for the entire school community, but the leadership, dedicated 
teachers and staff rose to the occasion, helping students to transition 
to the sixth grade on their familiar school grounds.

A major part of the success this year at Chateau is the blended 

Chateau Estates Elementary: Better serving middle school students through the 
K-8 model
By Dr. James Meza, Jr. – Jefferson Parish Public School System Superintendent

learning environment that moves away from the one-size-fits-all ap-
proach. Chateau focuses on personalized learning to help meet the 
academic needs of students. The model includes smaller class sizes 
and a structure that allows a student to remain with two teachers the 
entire day. Parents like this approach because it serves as a bridge 
between middle school, where children change classes five or six 
times a day, and an elementary school setting, where students remain 
with one teacher. As an academically successful school, course work 
at Chateau is rigorous, ensuring that students have the necessary 
academic foundation to transition from elementary school to middle 
school-level work, and eventually, from eighth grade into high school.

In the 2014-2015 school year, Chateau will add a seventh 
grade. Principal Winkler has hired experienced middle-school 
content level teachers with extensive backgrounds working with 
middle school students. The blended learning model will also al-
low students next year to select online language elective courses, 
encouraging students to select from a wide range of language 
offerings. Certified teachers from around the country will teach 
these electives. Another highly anticipated addition next year is 
the inclusion of the sport cross country running.

While we certainly need more time and data to fully evaluate the 
success of our K-8 initiative, we know from past data that some of our 
middle school students struggle in the transition from fifth to sixth 
grade and throughout middle school. K-8 schools that bridge that gap 
like Chateau, however, have shown just in this past year that they are 
providing a positive learning environment for our sixth graders. The 
K-8 model can help alleviate the middle school dip and help students 
remain on track to graduate from high school.  

Dr. James Meza Jr. is currently the superintendent of Jefferson 
Parish Public School System (JPPSS), Louisiana’s largest and most 
diverse school district serving 47,000 students. Meza’s experience in 
education spans more than 40 years in teaching and leadership po-
sitions both at the K-12 and higher education levels. Visit the JPPSS 
website at www.jpschools.org.

$69 per person - Semi-formal
For ticket info contact 

Alfred Reyes at 908-3140
www.alumniclass.com

Alfred Bonnabel High School
Multi-Class Reunion

 Saturday, October 11, 2014
The Rose Garden - Harahan

7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m
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The bloom is 
off the rose. Will the 
rose shrivel and die 
or would a healthy 

dose of fresh water make a difference?
Once a significant player in the New 

Orleans entertainment lineup, the New Orleans 
VooDoo have become a virtual afterthought to 
fans, who have largely disappeared from the 
stands at Smoothie King Center in 2014.

New Orleans first ventured into the Arena 
Football League in 1991 with the New Orleans 
Night. It was a huge challenge from the start.

Lacking star power and overall talent, New 
Orleans was competitive but went 4-6 in 1991 
under head coach Eddie Khayat, who departed 
to return to the outdoor game (NFL), his 
comfort zone, following one season.

My dear friend, the late Vince Gibson, was 
convinced to take over for the 1992 season. A 
lack of talent, experience in the indoor game 
and overall help in securing players doomed 
Gibson from the start. He was a fish out water 
in the midst of a disastrous 0-10 season.

The losing played a large part in the end of 
the franchise. So did the lack of a facility.

Arena Football succeeds because it is an 
intimate game played in arenas where fans are 
right on top of the action, part of the action. 
Lacking an arena to play in, the Night had 
to play in the Louisiana Superdome, a more 
expensive proposition in a more expansive 
atmosphere. It did not work.

While the Arena League marched on, New 
Orleans moved on. In 1993, the Zephyrs arrived, 
bringing minor league baseball back to the area 
for the first time since 1977.

In 2002, the New Orleans Hornets arrived, 
bringing NBA basketball back to the market 
for the first time since the Jazz departed for 
Salt Lake City in 1979. Now the Pelicans, the 
franchise is solvent under the new ownership of 
Tom Benson and the New Orleans Saints.

Professional soccer arrived in the form of 
the Riverboat Gamblers in 1993, followed by the 
Gamblers, Storm, ShellShockers, Shockers and 
Jesters (current). Hockey arrived in the form 
of the New Orleans Brass in 1997 though the 
franchise folded in 2002.

Arena Football returned to New Orleans in 
the one form that would certainly bring success, 
under the wing of the Saints and Benson, who 
had facilities, added to facilities and had 
the infrastructure in place to fully staff the 
franchise, market it and give it a competitive 
chance, if not an advantage.

In 2004, the team averaged 15,240 in its 
first season, fifth in the AFL. On the field, the 
VooDoo won the Southern Division and made 
the playoffs with an 11-5 record under Mike Neu. 
In 2005, the VooDoo averaged 15,338, third best 
in the league as the team narrowly missed the 
playoffs with a 9-7 record.

After the team suspended operations in 
2006 following Hurricane Katrina, the VooDoo 
returned as a virtual expansion team, starting 
over, in 2007. The fans responded to the tune 
of a league-leading 16,645 per game, leading 
the AFL though the new squad went just 5-11 
on the field. In 2008, the team averaged 14,321 
and went 8-8.

Following the 2008 season, the league 

suspended operations due to a bad financial 
model and the preponderance of NFL owners 
pulling out of the league, including Tom Benson 
and the Saints.

While the league returned after a one year 
hiatus, the VooDoo returned after a two-year 
hiatus as the Bossier/Shreveport Battle Wings 
relocated to New Orleans and reclaimed the 
VooDoo brand.

While the brand was wildly popular and 
universally accepted, the struggle to succeed 
would prove daunting.

In 2011, the team was awful, going 3-15 
while averaging 8,153 fans per game under 
Derek Stingley. 2012 was better. While the team 
finished 8-11 overall, they made the playoffs 
under first-year coach Pat O’Hara but averaged 
just 6,113 fans per contest.

The decline continued in 2013 as the team 
went just 5-13 and averaged an all-time low of 
4,969 fans per game. By the end of June in 2014, 
the VooDoo were 2-12 on the field and were 
averaging 5,470 fans per game though there 
were far fewer than that actually in the stands 
on game nights. The average attendance places 
the VooDoo last in the league.

O’Hara is a solid Arena Football man. He 
was a championship quarterback in the league 
and clearly understands the intricacies of the 
game as a head coach. It is all about players.

O’Hara has had a nightmarish season.
He has lost his top three quarterbacks 

(Kurt Rocco, Ryan Perrilloux, B.J. Hall) to 
injuries, lost top receiver L.J. Castile in a trade 
to Los Angeles, and played without other top 
receivers Chase Deadder and Quorey Payne 
for much of the season due to injuries. He has 
lost his entire offensive line to either injuries 
or defections to the Canadian Football League 
at one point or another. New Orleans has 
employed three kickers, three holders and 
three deep snappers.

I have enjoyed a front row view of Arena 
Football in New Orleans, blessed to have served 
as the play-by-play voice of the Night and the 
most recent version of the VooDoo. I was 
fortunate to host a television coaches’ show 
with Neu in 2004 as well. Both the Night and 
VooDoo have treated me very well for which I 
am extremely appreciative.

I can certainly argue that no one wants to 
see the AFL succeed in New Orleans more than 
me. Through television shows on WHNO-TV, 
print publicity at SportsNOLA.com and radio 
shows on WGSO, 990 AM and WRNO, 99.5 FM, 
we have consistently exposed and promoted the 
product.

Arena Football remains an entertaining 
product. With the infusion of rock and rollers 
KISS (LA KISS) and Vince Neil (Las Vegas 
expansion franchise) of Motley Crue, along with 
television deals with ESPN and CBS Sports, the 
league still has a shelf life.

What will it take to guarantee New Orleans 
a shelf life in the AFL?

The team is owned by interests from the 
Shreveport area and Texas under Dan Newman 
and Doug Harrington. Would a local investor be 
helpful?

There is no doubt that it would help but 
getting folks to the table is an issue when 
your product fails to succeed. Would a more 

VooDoo fight for survival
By Ken Trahan

 aggressive marketing campaign, ensuring an 
increased local presence in the market help? 
Would better training facilities attract better 
players?

The franchises that succeed in the AFL 
have all of the above.

Arizona is the dominant force in the league. 
It has solid local ownership and good facilities. 
The same is true of San Jose, Cleveland, Tampa 
Bay, Philadelphia, Spokane, Jacksonville, Iowa 
and Los Angeles. Additionally, it is no secret that 
some franchises succeed as well by providing 

“incentives” to players, getting them additional 
revenue through other resources, regardless of 
what league rules say about a strict per-game 
pay policy.

When the league suspended operations in 
2008, the average player salary was $1,800 per 
player with some making substantially more. It 
was a competitive marketplace to obtain talent. 
The current AFL, according to various reports, 
pays players far less, as little as $400 per game, 
though quarterbacks make an extra $300 per 
game.

While the newer financial model works for 
owners, it makes it tough, make that very tough, 
to attract talented players and retain them. It 
has become a nomadic league on many fronts.

Ideally, the way to attract and keep players 
is to sign players with local roots, who live in 

the market or live close by, who do not require 
housing and food, who have outside jobs and 
family already here. A perfect example of this 
would be former West Jefferson and LSU star 
Marlon Favorite, a solid third-year player for 
the VooDoo.

The league is struggling on many fronts, 
with the league having taken over ownership of 
franchises in Orlando and San Antonio. Clearly, 
the question of some franchises surviving is 
legitimate moving forward. Does that include 
New Orleans?

The best marketing tool is winning. When 
you do not win in a competitive marketplace, it 
is tough. When you are part of a league which 
has seen a consistent decline in attendance, it 
makes things even tougher. If the VooDoo are to 
survive and thrive, a dose of winning is virtually 
essential and soon. Here’s hoping it happens for 
Newman, Harrington and whoever is involved 
in operating the franchise moving forward.  

Ken Trahan serves as sports direc-
tor of WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and is 
president and general manager of www.
SportsNola.com. Trahan is the also the gen-
eral manager and chairman of the board 
of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the 
Louisiana Superdome, and runs the Life  
Resources Sports Ministry.

Kenner Police Department

Drug Tip 
Hotline

466-3073
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Theater

Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts is 
offering a salute the USA with a trip down memory 
lane showcasing The National WWII Museum’s 
charming vocal trio, The Victory Belles, and their 
newest red, white and blue celebration that takes 
audiences on a nostalgic journey through World 
War II-era musical classics.

In the style of the entertaining USO Tours, the 
show features a potpourri of songs from the Great 
American Song Book written by great American 
composers.

“This uplifting musical revue will have you 
beaming with pride and patriotism. Rivertown The-

aters is proud to present this salute to america for 
a fun-filled Fourth of July celebration with three 
performances on July 4, 5 and 6, 2014,” said Kelly 
Fouchi, co-artistic director of the theater.

The National WWII Museum’s Victory Belles 
travel the globe delighting audiences with their 
spirited performances which feature dazzling cos-
tumes, audience interaction and musical hits such 
as “Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy,” “Don’t Sit Under the 
Apple Tree” and “God Bless America,” all sung in 
rich, three-part harmony.

Created in 2009, the Victory Belles are keep-
ing America’s magical musical history alive with 

regular performances every Wednesday at the 
National WWII Museum’s Stage Door Canteen, as 
well as across the country and overseas. Recent no-
table performances include USO Service Salutes in 
Guam, Tokyo, Okinawa and Hawaii; and they have 
sung the national anthem three times at Saints 
NFL football games with the last one nationally 
televised on NBC. They also perform with many of 
the United States military bands.

Victory Belles Mandi, Hannah and Cristina 
will be performing in the production on The Main 
Stage at Rivertown Theaters.

Individual ticket prices are $25 per person. 

Performances times are at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, July 
4 and Saturday, July 5, 2014 with a matinee perfor-
mance at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, July 6, 2014.

Corporate and individual sponsorships, sea-
son tickets, group and military discounts are avail-
able. To purchase tickets call the theater box office 
at 461-9475 or 468-7221 or visit www.Rivertown-
Theaters.com.

Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts is 
located at 325 Minor Street in the heart of Kenner’s 
historic Rivertown district. Plenty of free parking is 
available on the streets around the theater.   

Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts presents a patriotic salute to America with 
special performances of The Victory Belles

MAYOR MICHAEL S. YENNI

Important Emergency Contacts

Kenner City Hall 468-7200 LA State Trooper 471-2775

Kenner Police 712-2222 OR 911 Jeff Parish Sheriff 363-5500

Kenner Fire 467-2211 OR 911 Entergy 1-800-968-8213

Public Works 468-7515 Atmos 1-888-322-8667

Code Enforcement 468-4068 Water Dept 736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage) 468-7292 Red Cross (Local) 620-3105

The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

July 10 &  24, 2014
at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner
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“The 2014-2015 season offers a diverse line-up 
of entertainment,” said Kelly Fouchi, co-artistic 
director of Rivertown Theaters for the Perform-
ing Arts. “We continue to maintain our commit-
ment to offering something for everyone as well 
as presenting a local original…everything from 
blockbuster classics to the regional premieres of 
award-winning shows recently seen on Broadway.”

Season tickets are now on sale for the the-
ater’s 2014-15 season, which opens with “Shrek 
the Musical” on September 12 and includes “Dirty 
Rotten Scoundrels.” Season tickets will remain on 
sale through the season opener. To reserve season 
tickets, call the theater’s box office at 461-9475. 
For more information on the Rivertown Theaters, 
go to www.rivertowntheaters.com.

Fouchi said, “Big things have been happen-
ing for Rivertown Theaters since we began man-
aging the theaters in the fall of 2012.” Rivertown 
Theaters was named 2013 “Theater of the Year” 
and “Best Musical of the Year” by both The Times 
Picayune/nola.com as well as The Examiner. 
They also received Gambit’s 2013 Best in Theater 
Big Easy “Entertainers of the Year” Award.”

The main stage season and holiday add-on 
shows planned for the 2014-2015 season include 

“Shrek the Musical,” “One Man Two Guvnors,” “A 
Christmas Carol, The Musical,” “The Will Rogers 
Follies,” “When Ya Smilin’,” and “Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels.

“Shrek the Musical,” directed by Gary Rucker, 
will run from September 12 through-27, 2014. 

“Based on the Oscar winning DreamWorks film 
that started it all, the hilarious story of every-
one’s favorite ogre is brought to dazzling life on 
the stage, full of all-new songs, great dancing 
and breathtaking scenery. It is part 
romance, part twisted fairy 
tale and irreverent 
fun for everyone. 
Like the movie, 
there’s humor 
and enter-
tainment for 
all ages,” said 
Fouchi.

“One Man 
Two Guvnors,” 
directed by Ricky 
Graham will play from 
November 7 through November 
22, 2014. Reviews from the New York Times call 
it “Splendidly silly and utterly innocent.” Variety 
says it “…it lifts audiences from mere happiness 
to eye-watering, comic hysteria.” “The most glo-
rious comedy on the planet,” reports London’s 
Daily Mail. “Set in Brighton, England in1963,” 
said Fouchi, “Richard Bean’s hilarious com-
edy received five-star reviews from every London 
newspaper and was the hit of the 2012 Broadway 
season, including seven Tony Award nominations.”

During the holiday season, “A Christmas 
Carol, The Musical,” directed by Scott Sauber will 
be presented from December 5 through 21, 2014. 

“Originally presented by Radio City Entertainment 
this spectacular musical extravaganza ran for ten 
years at Madison Square Garden. In 2004, this 
version became the basis for the NBC/Hallmark 

adaptation featuring Kelsey Gram-
mar, Jason Alexander, 

Jane Krakowski and 
more. This musi-

cal show re-
tains its emo-
tional power 
and pure 
joy thanks 
to Dickens’ 

marvelously 
told story and 

a beautiful score 
by Alan Menken, who is 

known for such Broadway hits 
as ‘Beauty and the Beast,’ ‘Little Mermaid,’ ‘Lit-

tle Shop of Horrors,’ ‘Sister Act’ and more,” said 
Fouchi.

“The Will Rogers Follies,” directed by Fouchi, 
will be on stage from January 16 through January 
31, 2015. The winner of nine Tony Awards includ-
ing best musical, “The Will Rogers Follies” focuses 
on the life and career of famed humorist and per-
former Will Rogers, using as a backdrop the Zieg-
feld Follies, which he often headlined. This musi-
cal describes every episode in his life in the form 
of a big, splashy production number. “Through 
rope tricks, showgirls and tap dancing cowboys, 

the revue contains snippets of Rogers’ famous 
homespun style of wisdom and common sense,” 
said Fouchi. The play conveys the personality of 
this quintessentially American figure whose most 
famous quote was “I never met a man I didn’t like.”

Directed by Ricky Graham, “When Ya Smilin’” 
will headline from March 13 through March 29, 
2015. “It is local Ricky Graham’s heart-warming, 
comedic love letter about growing up in New Or-
leans in the 1950s. As seen through the eyes of 
precocious 10-year-old Paulie Dufour, ‘When Ya 
Smilin’ recounts a year in the life of a Ninth Ward 
family who has to deal with the everyday troubles 
of money and family,” said Fouchi. “Anyone who 
grew up in New Orleans will grin a nostalgic smile 
from remembrances of Pontchartrain Beach, 
Mardi Gras with Mel Levitt and picnics in City 
Park. This play strikes that harmonious chord of 
common humanity that will not only make the 
locals laugh and cry, but those who now call New 
Orleans home as well.” “When Ya Smilin” won the 
2001 Big Easy award as best original play.

“Dirty Rotten Scoundrels” will be performed 
from May 8 through May 23, 2015. Directed by 
Gary Rucker and based on the popular 1988 film, 

“Dirty Rotten Scoundrels” is a Tony Award winning 
musical that centers around two con men living on 
the French Riviera. “A hilarious battle of cons en-
sues that will keep audiences laughing, humming 
and guessing to the very end,” said Fouchi.   

Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts 2014-2015 season tickets on sale
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A Kenner Police Department detail is required 
for all events serving alcohol, with over 50 people in at-
tendance, for events involving teenagers, for couple’s 
showers, etc., and for any other event the city of Ken-
ner deems it necessary. The police detail fee is $30 per 
hour with a four-hour minimum and must be paid by 
the applicant on the day of the scheduled event. Ken-
ner’s city staff will handle arrangements. The officer 
must be present for all party time plus the last hour 
assigned for clean-up of the facility.

The Kenner rental facilities are set up with ta-
bles and chairs on the day of the scheduled event. Ap-
plicants are responsible for catering, table coverings, 
ice (only available at the Kenner City Park Pavilion) 
and all other items associated with their functions.

Shelter rentals are also offered at the city’s La-
ketown Park and Veterans Park. Laketown Park has 
seven shelters available for rent starting at $25 each 
with an additional $5 for each hour. Only shelters 1, 2, 
and 3 have electricity. Veterans Park offers six shelters. 
Shelter 1 rents for $25 with an additional $12 charge 
per hour. Shelters 2 to 6 rent for $25 each with an 
additional $5 per hour. Payments on shelters are not 
refundable and must be made in the form of a money 
order only. If inclement weather causes an event to be 
cancelled at any shelter, it may be rescheduled for an-
other date at no additional charge.

For availability or to view the Kenner City Park 
Pavilion, Laketown or Veteran’s Park Shelters, contact 
Alice Baroni at 468-6638 or abaroni@kenner.la.us. 
For availability and details on the Rivertown facilities, 
Heritage Park or St. Mary’s Chapel, contact Heidi Glo-
rioso at 468-7231 or hglorioso@kenner.la.us.   

Advertise in the
 KENNER STHR • 468-9125

“The man who stops 
advertising to save

 money is like  
the man who  

stops the clock  
to save time.”

—Thomas Jefferson

some of the artwork in your home so that you can 
hang these mementos that come from the men 
and women of the police department and myself.

You know Steve, your mentor, Chief Nick 
Congemi had the foresight to create a flag for 
the Kenner Police Department, so it seems only 
fitting that you should have a flag of your own. 
(Presentation)

And Steve, we also asked Karen to give us one 
of your old police uniforms that you once wore. You 
obviously wore this several sizes ago, if I may say. 
But we framed it and give it to you a lasting memo-
ry of the honorable work you did as a policeman all 
the way up the ranks to chief. Steve, on behalf of an 
entire city, thank you for protecting us and thank 
you for your unrivaled leadership.

Jeannie Black, our most experienced mem-
ber of the outgoing council has truly seen it all. A 
Kenner girl through and through, Jeannie grew 
up in south Kenner and saw our city develop from 
pasture to progress. It was her leadership that 
led to dedicated gambling funds for capital im-
provements so that they wouldn’t be squandered 
by wasteful governments. I am proud to present 
Jeannie with a permanent remembrance of her 
years leading Kenner. This portrait of you and the 
various councils that you served on serves as a re-
minder of your lasting impact on this great city. 
(Presentation)

Finally, it gives me great honor to recognize 
one of my closest friends and allies. She is a suc-
cessful realtor, devoted mother and grandmother, 
loyal daughter and a voice of reason in govern-

ment. It was Michele Branigan’s common sense 
that proved invaluable time and again on the coun-
cil. She forever improved the 4th District and this 
city. Please accept with our gratitude your official 
council portrait and the group portraits of all of the 
councils you served on. (Presentation)

Now, if you will indulge me for a moment I 
would like to honor three women in my life be-
cause without each of them I would not be who I 
am today.

My mother, Peggy, dedicated her life to teach-
ing and she instilled in my brother and I values 
and ethics that stayed with us our entire lives. As 
I noted earlier, she has been my fiercest critic and 
yet my toughest campaigner. Mom, thank you for 
your love, guidance and direction.

Michelle, it is said that each of us has a per-
fect mate waiting for us in this world, someone 
who makes us whole, fills us with joy and causes 
us to always strive to be a better person. Without a 
doubt, I have found my perfect mate in you. Thank 
you for keeping me humble and giving me a reason 
to always keep my priorities in check. Your love 
and selflessness remind me daily that I am a hus-
band and father first and foremost.

And Reagan, you won’t understand what I’m 
saying at this time, but years from now I hope you 
will look at this on whatever the latest technology 
is and see first-hand that from the day you were 
born you changed my life for the good. I can’t imag-
ine life without you and you motivate me to make 
this city the best place you could ever want to live. 
Especially, because of you, I will work harder than 
ever to make Kenner so wonderful that you will 
one day want to raise your own family right here.

Four years ago, as I prepared my inaugural 
address, I came across an excerpt from a former 

president’s words. It changed my perception of 
public service. So, as I close I am once again re-
minded of former President Theodore Roosevelt’s 
“Man in the Arena.” He said, “It is not the critic 
who counts; not the man who points out how the 
strong man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds 
could have done better. The credit belongs to the 
man who is actually in the arena, whose face is 
marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives 
valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and 
again, because there is no effort without error and 
shortcoming; credit belongs to the man who does 
strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusi-
asms, the great devotions; who spends himself in a 
worthy cause; who, at the best, knows in the end, 
the triumph of high achievement, and, who at the 
worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, 
so that his place shall never be with those cold and 
timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.”

Chief Glaser, members of the Council, we 
are in the arena. The eyes of a city, parish and 
state are upon us. Only history will reveal our 
strengths and weaknesses, so let us prove to be 
strong. Only history will reveal our joy and dis-
may, so let us be upbeat. Only history will reveal 
our hopes and results, so let us prove to be ener-
getic efficient and effective. Today, we are united 
in a common goal and we are stronger together 
than apart…Kenner strong.

Our police and firefighters are ready to 
protect this city at all costs. They will keep us 
safe and Kenner strong. The new charter school, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy that 
we helped develop only two years ago will spawn 
young minds that grow and develop here in Ken-
ner and prove that our education base is Kenner 
Strong. Our civic and business leaders will enjoy 

our attentive ear and with their ideas and efforts 
we will be progressive and Kenner strong. Our 
citizens will see the development of a new city, one 
that turns “For Sale” signs into “Sold” signs as new 
families find new homes and hope here, where we 
are Kenner strong. Our guests will enjoy the ame-
nities of our hospitality along with the activities, 
events and destinations we offer. They will revel in 
a place that is Kenner Strong. Our government will 
be responsive and representative to all who rely on 
us. That will lead to unprecedented progress and 
you can rest assured that we will build, so that we 
can be Kenner strong.

Members of the council and my administra-
tion, we only mark time and we will not see Ken-
ner’s end, but we shall not move slowly to build a 
better city when we can sprint to the finish and 
make Kenner strong.

Today, and tomorrow, and the day after that, 
we will be Kenner strong. We won’t stop dreaming 
or doing until everyone knows that Kenner’s pride 
is now Kenner’s strength. And Kenner strong will 
not be a slogan or a mission, instead it will be a 
movement and a force that can’t be ignored.

Thank you for your time, your trust and your 
prayers. It is my hope that God will bless you and 
your family and may God be with each of us as we 
make Kenner strong.

Thank you.  

Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or 
by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us. 

Mayor Yenni
 from page 6
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putting in a real sewage and drainage system. But, of 
course, those improvements are now close to 60 years 
old and even though some work has been done, Dis-
trict 2 is one of the older districts and I think consid-
eration should be given to further improve our sewage 
and drainage. Of course, infrastructure improvements 
are extremely expensive but those improvements 
are also the city’s investment in District 2 as a qual-
ity place to live. As we talk about the importance of 
attracting young families to Kenner, the dollars we 
invest in District 2 streets, drainage and sewage will 
come back to the city in the form of property taxes and 
increased property values for both residences and new 
businesses.”

Sigur, who is 62, went to work at the Kenner 
Police Department as a jailer in the 1970s. He then 
was assigned to the KPD Narcotics Division where 
he broke in as an undercover operative. After several 
years, he was transferred to the KPD Patrol Division. 
He worked his way up to the rank of detective. A video-
related business he started began to thrive and he left 
the KPD to become a full-time businessman. In July 
1990 Sigur returned to the KPD and then-Chief Nick 
Congemi made Sigur his executive assistant with re-
sponsibilities for computers and other administrative 
assignments. “At the time, the KPD only had four 
computers. By the time we got finished every desk and 
every car had a computer,” said Sigur.

“During my KPD years, I saw firsthand what it 
takes to make Kenner one of the safest cities in the 
Gulf South,” he says. “As a councilman, that’s going to 

be one of my priorities. Because we’ve had excellent 
police chiefs, Kenner has been an incredibly safe city. 
That happens because of training, deployment, plan-
ning and good supervision. But providing proper fund-
ing is imperative. Making sure the KPD budget covers 
the costs of keeping Kenner a safe city is something 
I’ll be concentrating on to continue to keep our streets 
safe. Our police department deserves to be properly 
funded.”

Sigur is also deeply concerned about blight in 
Kenner. “Every district has a blight problem but it’s 
especially intense in District 2 because we’re an older 
district,” says Sigur. “I know the Yenni administration 
has struggled to find the funds we need for code en-
forcement and I will definitely be in there with them 
trying to free up more dollars to fund the effort to fight 
blight. If we’re going to attract young couples to come 

to Kenner, we’re going to have to show them that we 
respond to blight problems as one of the city’s top pri-
orities.”

Sigur, a 33 veteran of the Kenner Police Depart-
ment, moved to Kenner at age five and has lived in 
District 2 for over 50 years. Sigur lives in the city with 
his wife, JoAnn, and has one child and six grandchil-
dren. Sigur is an active member of the Boy Scouts of 
America.

Sigur faced two challengers, William “Bill” Schw-
ertz and Ronnie Yenni, in the April 5 election. Sigur 
garnered 45 percent of the vote and was headed to a 
runoff with Schwerz. Sigur won the seat when Schw-
ertz withdrew from the race. Sigur’s council term be-
gan July 1, 2014 and will run for four years.   

Sigur
 from page 1

Cline is a supporter of Mayor Yenni’s 2030 plan. 
He is also behind plans for the $800 million terminal on 
the north side of the airport tract. He is impressed by re-
cent progress at The Esplanade mall, including comple-
tion of the region’s newest multi-screen movie theater, 
the success of the new Target store and additional floor 
space added at Copeland’s Restaurant. But, he thinks 
there is still much to be done there. “I’m going to follow 

in the footsteps of my council predecessor, Maria De-
Francesch, and work with mall executives, city hall and 
the city’s economic development committee to try to 
bring more anchor stores to the mall. With the regional 
economy finally coming out of the doldrums, I think we 
have a chance to expand and improve the mall which 
should be the premiere shopping and entertainment 
venue on the west side of East Jefferson.”

Cline also lines up with those who say that no 
single council district can make progress unless the 
other four districts are also moving forward. “I believe 
in compromise and cooperation,” says Cline. “I want 

to work with my colleagues on the council to make 
sure every district can say in four years that there have 
been improvements both in infrastructure and the 
quality of life.”

The new District 4 councilman believes that 
Kenner residents have made it pretty clear that they 
want a council that works together, has a good work-
ing relationship with the mayor’s office, is responsive 
to the wishes of residents and holds productive council 
meetings.

“I think we have been given a mandate,” says 
Cline. “I think they’ve told us we need to work together 

with no excuses allowed. No one can expect seven seri-
ous individuals to agree about everything but we can 
certainly disagree without being disagreeable. I’m re-
ally looking forward to this. I think Kenner’s best era is 
ahead of us, not behind us. But no one person, not the 
mayor or any member of the council, can do it alone. 
We have to do it as a team and that is certainly my goal.”

Cline, an attorney for 32 years, currently heads 
the law firm of Leonard J. Cline, PLC.

Cline took office on July 1, 2014 and will serve as 
District 4 councilman until June 30, 2018.  

Cline
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around it. “I love the KRD,” he says. “We have great 
gymnasiums, great playgrounds and wonderful volun-
teer coaches but where are the kids? We have to ask 
whether we are serving the demands of our young fam-
ilies for recreation. Our system has served families in 
this community very well for years, but we have to con-
sider whether change is necessary. It might be a good 
idea to create a task force to survey what opportuni-
ties the families wish to see available for their children, 
including what the children of today are interested in 
and what level of competition these families embrace 
today. The world is so different now.

Is the answer a paint ball league or a skateboard 
league? Or a video games league? Is our system cur-
rently offering an environment that fosters the compe-
tition that families want to see today? I don’t know the 
answers yet but it may be a good time to get some an-
swers to questions like that. The world has changed all 
around us. Kids today aren’t necessarily like the kids 
25 or 30 years ago. They may be interested in different 
things and may have needs that we now need to serve.”

Impastato thinks a related issue is Kenner’s 
need to create an environment that will attract more 
young families with children. He currently serves 
on the Mayor’s Economic Development Committee, 
which is directed to that effort and he emphasizes the 
need to see the Kenner 2030 Plan fully become a real-
ity in order to stimulate the growth of families moving 
to Kenner.

And, another related issue, he says, is blight. 
“There is hardly a neighborhood in District 5 that 
doesn’t have a blight problem,” he says. “I’m sympa-
thetic to Mayor Yenni’s challenge in finding enough 
funds to underwrite code enforcement and demoli-
tion of hopelessly blighted homes and apartment 
buildings. I’m not raising these questions in an adver-
sarial or critical way. In my mind, these are some of 
our problems that need to be solved. We’re all in this 
together – the Yenni administration, the new Kenner 
Council, the neighborhoods and the Mayor’s Econom-

ic Development Committee. We need to put our brains 
together to come up with some 21st century answers 
to 21st century questions.”

Impastato thinks of himself as an “old ballpark 
guy.” As a seven-year-old boy, he played all sports of-
fered by the KPD. By the time he was 14, Impastato 
was a volunteer coach whose teams competed at the 
highest playground levels. “I’m one of those Kenner 
guys who love this city,” he says. “When I decided to 
run for the city council, I started knocking on doors 
before any of my opponents had even started their 
campaigns. I ran with all my heart and soul and I think 
people appreciated that I cared so much. I think the 
voters have chosen an excellent city council. What 
we all seem to share in common is that we think of 
ourselves as problem-solvers rather than professional 
politicians planning their next election. I’m the kind 
of guy that likes being part of a winning team. I’m very 
upbeat about Kenner’s future. If we all stick together 
and think of ourselves as belonging to the same team, 
then nothing is impossible for us to achieve. I know 
there will be times when we disagree but that hap-
pens on every team. After you decide how to move 
forward, the team regroups and everyone moves in the 
same direction. I’m ready to go and I think all my col-
leagues feel the same way.”

Impastato is a partner in the law firm of 
Frischhertz, Poulliard, Frischhertz and Impastato. He 
resides in District 5 with his wife, Shannon, and three 
children, Dominick IV, Mia and Joseph. Impastato 
graduated from Archbishop Rummel High School, re-
ceived a bachelor of science in finance from LSU and 
graduated summa cum laude from Loyola School of 
Law.

First-time candidate Impastato drew one chal-
lenger for the District 5 seat, former Kenner mayor 
and District 5 councilman Philip Capitano. Kent De-
napolis, who held the council position since 2006, was 
term-limited from running. Impastato received 68 
percent of the vote during the April 5, 2014 election. 
Impastato’s council term starts July 1, 2014 and runs 
for four years.  

Impastato
 from page 1
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