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As part of preparations for an expected ma-
jor new shoreline development of Laketown, the 
city of Kenner is spending $1 million to improve 
and beautify Williams Boulevard from Vintage 
Boulevard to the entrance of Laketown, at no cost 
to local taxpayers.

Kenner District 3 Councilman Keith Reyn-
aud says the improvements will include landscap-
ing, irrigation, new energy-efficient street lights, 
sculptures on the median and a new sign welcom-
ing guests to Laketown.

The Laketown proposed project, intending 
to develop a commercial and retail complex on 
the shores of Lake Pontchartrain, is expected to  

 
 
be somewhat similar to the popular New Orleans 
West End collection of restaurants, bars and shops 
from the 1960s and 70s. Real progress has been 
made in moving the idea forward and pushing the 
development to fruition during Mayor Michael S. 
Yenni, former District 3 Councilman Ben Zahn 
and Councilman Reynaud’s terms in office. Ma-
jor land ownership problems involving lakefront 
shoreline and water bottoms with the city, parish 
and state have been rectified with the assistance 
of Kenner’s state legislators. The next big step will 
be a city of Kenner “Request for Proposals” that 
will seek a developer interested in investing in  

Getting ready for major Laketown developments, Kenner making street improvements from 
Vintage to the lake on Williams Boulevard
By Allan Katz

The 2014 hurricane season begins June 1, 
2014 and ends on November 30, 2014. After almost 
nine years, the 100-year hurricane levee protection 
project, that began in East Jefferson Parish just 
after Hurricane Katrina, is essentially complete 
with the exception of the Permanent Pump Sta-
tion on the 17th Street Canal at the Orleans parish 
line. Also, a small amount of work remains on the 
Kenner Landside Drainage Project, which provides 
drainage for the residences bordering the West Re-
turn Wall and runs along the St. Charles Parish line 
canal.

East Jefferson Levee District’s approximately 
14 miles of new hurricane protection was designed 
and constructed by the U. S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers as part of the $14.45 billion post-Katrina con-

gressionally authorized and funded Hurricane and 
Storm Damage Risk Reduction System (HSDRRS) 
which benefits five southeast Louisiana parishes. 
The system was designed to defend the area against 
the one percent chance of exceeding (100-year re-
turn frequency) hurricane storm surge.

The East Jefferson hurricane protection sys-
tem runs north from Pump Station #6 on the 17th 
Street Canal in Metairie to the lake, west along 
the lake through Metairie and Kenner to the St. 
Charles Parish line canal and south along the canal 
to the Louis Armstrong New Orleans International 
Airport, where it ties in to the St. Charles Parish 
section of the HSDRRS.

Hurricane levee protection project begun 
post-Katrina is almost complete
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Kenner Councilwoman-at-large-elect 
Maria DeFrancesch says one of the lessons 
she learned during her tenure as a district 
councilwoman is that the way to achieve 
your goals in politics is to work coopera-
tively with your colleagues.

“No district moves forward on its own, 
leaving the others behind,” she says. “The 
way to move forward is when every district 
moves forward. All for one and one for all 
works in politics as it does in most things 
in life.”

DeFrancesch served eight years as the District 4 councilwoman. 
DeFrancesch says she played key roles in the major accomplishments 

Soon to hold at-large council 
position, DeFrancesch says she 
always stresses teamwork
By Allan Katz

Landscaping in progress on Williams Boulevard at Laketown
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Last year, Kenner’s operating budget was $58.4 
million with a $2.8 million capital budget. This year 
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni proposed a $59.3 
million operating budget with a $3.6 million capital 
budget for fiscal year 2014-2015.

For Kenner city government sales taxes are 
the major source of revenues and, for a half-decade 
now, they have reflected a tight market with spend-
ing held down. This year there is an expected one 
percent increase in sales tax collection by the city.

The main reason for the increase in the oper-
ating budget is due to increases in the retirement 
contribution rates for municipal, police and fire em-
ployees and a proposed three percent raise. The pro-
posed raise includes a three percent raise for police 

and city employees. An additional one percent was 
added to the state mandated two percent raise for a 
total of three percent for the fire department.

The city’s cash reserve fund or fund balance is 
expected to remain at approximately 10 percent of 
the operating budget.

The Kenner City Council is expected to vote 
on approval of the final budget at the June 5, 2014 
meeting.

The making of a Kenner city annual fiscal year 
budget, which starts July 1 and ends June 30, is a 
long, involved process that stretches from early Feb-
ruary to when the Council approves it, which must 
be done by June 15.

City of Kenner’s budget increases due to 
modest growth in revenues

 page 22

Maria DeFrancesch

Newly-elected Councilman-at-large Keith 
Conley is concerned that police pay in Ken-
ner may be lagging behind other police de-
partments and sheriff’s offices in the region. 
He is also concerned that not enough money 
has been allotted for demolition of hopelessly 
blighted homes in Kenner neighborhoods.

Conley’s concern regarding police pay is 
that Kenner officers who are either veterans 
or younger police officers who have shown 
promise are being recruited by other law en-
forcement agencies that are offering them more money than they are 
earning in Kenner.

“We have an excellent police department in Kenner and we are one 

Councilman-at-large-elect 
Conley concerned about police 
pay, neighborhood blight
By Allan Katz
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Keith Conley

FREE

Kenner kicks off Main 
Street in Rivertown

Friday, June 6
See pages 3 & 8

Kenner kicks off Main 
Street in Rivertown

See pages 3 & 8
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Whether you are an expectant mom or a great-grandmother, we have the 
services you need at locations right here in Kenner. Whether your needs are 
common or complex, you will have access to the following:

 •  Team of experienced OB/GYN physicians
 •  Full-range of advanced women’s services
 •  Latest equipment and birthing techniques
 •  Level II Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
 •  Convenient clinic locations and appointment times
 •  Free prenatal classes 

To make an appointment call 504-443-9500 or to inquire about a Labor and Delivery  
tour call 504-464-8365.

Ochsner Kenner offers

care for women of all ages.

c     mprehensive
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Free parking and admission
400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

 

1st & 3rd Saturday every month • 8AM-NOON

Fresh fruits, vegetables & dairy for sale grown locally!
 Homemade jams and jellies!

Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!

To become a vendor or for more information  
call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211

visit www.kenner.la.us

Just $3 for any Straight  
edge knives or meat cleaver

Are you tired of your dull knives?
Well join us Saturday, June 7th and

Grant Cheramie, with woodcrafts & more,
will get that blade ready for its next big task.

Farmers Market_0614.indd   1 5/23/14   7:39 PM

TOURNAMENT INFO:  This tournament is part of the 2014 MYAC Service Project benefitting  
Kenner Recreation and the rebuild of playground equipment at Veteran’s Park.   

There are a limited number of team spots available.   
There will be three divisions: Middle School, High School and  Co-ed Adult 

Entry fee is $100.00 for a team of 10 players, if a team has more than 10 players it will be $10.00 per person - rosters capped at 12 
players. Limit of 10 players on the field; 7 required to start. Adult teams must be co-ed and should be 5-5 or 6-6, min 4 F. The  

female ratio must always be equal or higher.  
Each team is guaranteed 2 games. See city website www.kenner.la.us for full rules and details! 

**WINNING TEAM RECEIVES 10 TOURNAMENT T-SHIRTS** 

REGISTRATION:  Team registration will be taken until Friday, June 6th at 4:30 p.m. OR when all team spots have been filled; 
whichever comes first.  Please e-mail your registration form to MYAC@kenner.la.us  

You may call 504-468-7240 to confirm registration.  

FOOD, FUN AND MUSIC: Raffles, games, prizes, live music by local teen bands, food and drink will be available for purchase  
**NO ICE CHESTS ALLOWED IN THE PARK** 

CONTACT:  NATALIE NEWTON AT 504-468-7240, or MYAC@KENNER.LA.US  

LATE NITE LASER

8:00 PM - Laser Retro
Totally 80s Pop

Kenner Planetarium & MEgadome Cinema

July 5

The Kenner Planetarium and Megadome Cinema is located at 2020 Fourth Street in Kenner’s Rivertown.
For more information, call 504-468-7231 or visit www.kenner.la.us

Box Office opens at 7:00 PM for all late night shows!
TiCKeTS aRe $5 PeR PeRSOn PeR ShOw!

9:00 PM - Laser Beatles
A British Invasion

10:00 PM - Pink Floyds  
wish You were here
A Compilation of Hits

Triple Features Every 
saturday in July!

8:00 PM - Laser Vinyl
Classic 80s Rock!

July 12

9:00 PM - Laser U2
Rock with a Purpose

10:00 PM - Laser Zeppelin
Greatest Hits

8:00 PM - Laser X
Alternative Rock

July 19

9:00 PM - Laser Metallica
Hard Hitting Heavy Metal

10:00 PM - Pink Floyds  
Dark Side of the Moon

Groundbreaking!

8:00 PM - electrolaze
Electronic Dance Music

July 26

9:00 PM - Laser Green Day
Punk Rocks Finest

10:00 PM - Pink Floyd’s
The wall
Classic!

LaserNiteAd_0614.indd   1 5/23/14   7:42 PM

KennerFP_0614.indd   1 5/23/14   7:44 PM
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TCC_34432Fes_Friday the 13th/Wrangle in Summer_Kenner Star AD_5”W x13.125”H_Run Date 6.1.14

5050 WiLLiAMS BLVD   |   TreasureChest.com

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1.877.770.STOP

WIN BIG...
WIN LOCAL!

For centuries, the world has feared Friday the 13th. 
At Treasure Chest Casino, Friday the 13th should fear you!

27 lucky B Connected® members will be selected 
between 7:00pm - 11:00pm to instantly win $130 Slot Dollars®! 

At 11:15pm, 13 lucky qualifiers will be selected to win an additional 
$113 Slot Dollars up to $1,313 Slot Dollars! 

Then one lucky qualifier will be selected to win $13,000 Slot Dollars!

Must be 21 or older. Receive one free entry on promotion day. Entries can be earned 
on 6/13 only. 130 points = 1 entry. Check-in begins at 5:00pm on promotion day. 

Must be present to win. Other restrictions apply.

FRIDAY, JUNE 13

7:00pm - 11:00pm

whether it’s on or off road, the jeep wrangler 
is the ideal ride for summer fun!

25 lucky B Connected® members will be selected between 
7:00pm - 11:00pm to instantly win $200 slot dollars® 
and a chance at a brand new 2014 jeep wrangler!

at 11:15pm one lucky qualifier will be 
selected to receive a grand prize 
of a 2014 jeep wrangler, 
$25,000 slot dollars 
or $20,000 Cash!

Actual vehicle may vary.

Saturday, June 28  I  7:00pm - 11:00pm

WRANGLE 
Jeep Giveaway

in the
summer

Must be 21 or older. Receive one free entry 
for the promotion. Earn entries June 1 through 
June 28 at 10:45pm. 1 entry = 100 points. 
Check-in begins at 5:00pm on promotion day. 
Other restrictions apply.

Jewelry

Dining & Wines

Entertainment & Travel

Sports & Memorabilia

Art & Collectibles

And Much More!

Donate to Auctions in August 
& Benefit Your Favorite Non-Profit!
Individuals, businesses, and non-profits are encouraged to donate to 
Gulf Coast Bank’s Auctions in August and designate the  
non-profit to receive the funds. 

For more information, go to 
AUCTIONSINAUGUST.COM 
or ask a banker.   

800.223.2060  |  GULFBANK.COM

GCB_AIA_KSqtrpgad6817.indd   1 5/9/14   3:56 PM

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm

Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for  To Go Orders!

Burger Specials 
(Chateau Blvd. location only)

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger 

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger 
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger 
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss Burger
All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

ChateauCafe_1113.indd   1 10/25/13   9:18 PM
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District attorney strikes a blow for justice 
 By Jeff Crouere

The good news 
is that the hur-
ricane protection 
system that guards 
the city of Kenner 
is much better than 

it was in 2005 when Hurricane Katrina came 
whistling out of the Gulf of Mexico headed our 
way. The bad news is that while our hurricane 
protection system is vastly improved, a huge 
hurricane could still overwhelm it, necessitat-
ing a mandatory evacuation order for Kenner 
residents. Fran Campbell, executive director 
of the East Jefferson Levee District, puts it this 
way: “Since Hurricane Katrina, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers has spent $14.45 billion 
dollars on its Hurricane Storm Damage Risk 
Reduction System which served to redesign 
and strengthen the hurricane protection of 
metro New Orleans, including the city of Ken-
ner. Our protection is vastly better than it was 
when Hurricane Katrina came ashore. On the 
other hand, we are not invulnerable. A huge 
storm could still overwhelm our defenses. So, 

if Governor Jindal or Kenner Mayor Yenni is-
sues an evacuation order, residents need to be 
prepared to go. Everyone must prepare now so 
that if the forecast is such that officials feel 
that an evacuation is necessary they will have 
everything in place to leave immediately.”

Campbell says “residents must be mindful 
that the Corps of Engineers has designed and 
constructed a “Risk Reduction” system. Even 
if everything has been executed perfectly, if 
the Corps construction is flawless and the le-
vee district’s inspection and maintenance is as 
good as possible, Mother Nature can still de-
liver a storm that will result in an evacuation 
order for residents. Although we have had no 
major hurricanes since 2005, citizens should 
be aware that another major hurricane will 
eventually hit our area again. It would be a 
mistake to ignore an evacuation order based 
on the relatively calm post-Katrina years. Risk 
reduction implies that some element of risk 
still exists. Not even $14.45 billion can buy 100 
percent protection.” Campbell recommends 
that you refer to the Louisiana state website 

(getagameplan.org) or the Jefferson Parish 
website (jeffparish.net) for additional hurri-
cane preparedness information.

“The only remaining post-Katrina hurri-
cane protection project still under construc-
tion is the pump station on the lakefront at the 
17th Street Canal in Metairie,” Campbell says, 

“which is expected to be completed in 2017.” 
Meanwhile, the state Department of Transpor-
tation and Development is doing their part to 
reduce flood risk in Kenner. Construction is 
about to begin on the elevation of Airline Drive 
at the St. Charles Parish line. Historically, 
the levee district has had to sandbag across 
Airline Highway, which is a major evacuation 
route, to prevent flooding of nearby homes and 
businesses. A heavy downpour can cause wa-
ter to flow from St. Charles Parish down Air-
line Highway into Kenner. An elevated Airline 
Drive, while not technically a feature of the 
hurricane protection system, has the effect of 
creating polders to reduce drainage problems 
in Kenner.”

The East Jefferson Levee District is also 

making plans for the future. They are buying 
land in south Kenner to build a new consoli-
dated facility that will include a safe house for 
their employees, who must remain in the dis-
trict during hurricanes and emergency events.

“We can all be thankful for the federal 
funds appropriated by Congress in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina. That investment resulted 
in an extraordinary hurricane protection sys-
tem for metro New Orleans,” says Campbell. 

“Remember that Mother Nature can overwhelm 
the extraordinary protection we have in place. 
The ability to quickly evacuate in the face of a 
monster storm gathering steam in the Gulf can 
reduce the devastation by saving lives. One life 
lost because of failure to evacuate is one life 
too many.”  

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@
bellsouth.net. 

There’s good news and bad news as we get ready for the 2014 storm season
By Allan Katz

Political

Every so often 
citizens can rejoice 
when justice is served. 
Such was the case in 

New Orleans on May 15, 2014, when Orleans Parish 
District Attorney Leon Cannizzaro announced he 
would not pursue criminal charges against Marigny 
homeowner Merritt Landry.

In the early morning of July 26, 2013, Landry 
shot a 14-year-old intruder, Marshall Coulter, in the 
head. The incident occurred in Landry’s courtyard, 
mere steps away from his house.

At 2:00 a.m. that morning Landry was awakened 
by the barking of his dog and a noise from outside his 
house. Coulter had opened Landry’s window shut-
ters and eventually scaled his six-foot fence. Landry, 
armed with a weapon, went outside to investigate.

He confronted Coulter, who was unarmed, 
and told him to stop. Unfortunately, the young man 
reached for his waistband, forcing Landry to shoot 
him. Undoubtedly, Landry was protecting his family, 
as his pregnant wife and young daughter were inside 
the house. He did what any good husband and father 
would have done.

Instead of charging Coulter with trespassing 
and violating curfew, police booked Landry on at-
tempted second degree murder. It was then turned 
over to the district attorney who faced a decision on 
whether or not to pursue charges. Since that time, 
Landry has been living in legal limbo, not knowing 
his fate, but certainly understanding the stakes in-
volved.

Because of the high profile nature of the case, 
Cannizzaro presented the evidence to a grand jury. 
On two occasions, the grand jury refused to charge 
Landry or dismiss the case against him.

Some analysts believed that Cannizzaro would  

 
 
delay a decision until after his re-election campaign 
in November. The shooting has been controversial 
from the very beginning as it has racial implications. 
Coulter is a young black teenager, who was compared 
to Trayvon Martin, while Landry, who is white, was 
compared to Hispanic George Zimmerman.

Fortunately, the district attorney used the law 
as his guidepost and not political considerations. He 
made a courageous decision in a city that has a 63 
percent African-American majority.

Now the focus should be placed on the Coulter 
family, which is completely dysfunctional. Marshall 
Coulter was described as a “professional thief” while 
his brother was recently arrested for armed robbery. 
Although Coulter was shot in the head, it did not 
change his criminal conduct, as he learned no les-
sons and returned to his familiar routine of breaking 
the law.

He was recently arrested on a burglary charge 
after illegally entering the home of a Marigny resi-
dent, shocking almost everyone who believed he was 
severely injured and still recovering from the gun-
shot wound. Coulter removed the homeowner’s key 
from his mailbox and just waltzed into his house.

Coulter was supposedly bedridden and unable 
to walk or talk without assistance. In reality, he recov-
ered enough to threaten another resident and invade 
his property.

It was also discovered that in 2012 Coulter was 
arrested for illegally entering a Royal Street home 
and taking a gun away from the resident. He left with 
the weapon, resuming his life of crime and, incred-
ibly, was never arrested by police.

While Coulter was continuing to commit crime, 
Landry was removed from his job as an inspector for 
the city of New Orleans and given a four month un-
paid leave of absence. He faced mounting legal bills  

 
as he tried to stay out of prison and was forced to va-
cate his home, which had become the focal point of 
demonstrations and news conferences.

After Cannizzaro’s announcement, Landry 
should receive his back wages from the city of New 
Orleans and be allowed to resume his life as a private 
citizen. He should be completely free of the night-
mare he has been living for the last year.

In contrast, Coulter should be not released 
once again on the streets of New Orleans, but, in-
stead, should be housed at a juvenile detention cen-
ter receiving treatment and much-needed punish-
ment. Coulter is a career criminal at the age of 15 and 
is obviously receiving no guidance at home or school. 
His parents are clearly negligent and need to be held 
responsible for his continuing string of crimes.

Homeowners should not have to worry about 
prosecution if they are defending their property from 
an invader. Our criminal justice system should focus 
on apprehending and incarcerating violent criminals 
and protecting the public from such a menace.

District Attorney Cannizzaro made the coura-
geous choice to end the case against Landry so re-
sources could be directed against real threats to the 
community.

An upstanding home owner protecting his prop-
erty and his family is not a threat to any law-abiding 
citizen; instead, he is a credit to his community.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his 
Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside Poli-
tics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. 
Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, Channel 
32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on 
radio station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the 
north shore. Crouere is a political analyst for WGNO-
TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepoli-
tics.com or email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Government

CHALMETTE · ELMWOOD · GRETNA · HOUMA · KENNER 
LAPLACE   ·   BOUTTE  ·  METAIRIE  ·  THIBODAUX  ·  WESTWEGO

Spin to Win not valid at Boutte and Thibodaux locations. Must be at least 21 years of age. Management reserves all rights to alter or cancel this 
promotion at any time. Must show proof of a valid government issued photo I.D. See official rules for details.

YOU COULD WIN A
SHARE OF $63,000! 

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
NOW–JUNE 28 • 12PM–2AM 

MULTIPLE WINNERS EACH DAY!

Although hurri-
cane season has just 
begun and the first 
storm to come our 
way could be weeks or 

months away, I want to urge all Kenner residents to 
spend a little time now to make preparations in the 
event a tropical system heads our way this season, 
which runs through November 30.

In fact, there is no better time than the pres-
ent to make sure you and your family have a plan in 
place that covers preparing your house for evacu-
ation, knowing where you will go, and keeping a 
disaster supply kit with you at all times.

While we were lucky last season – particularly 
by dodging any significant impact from Tropical 
Storm Karen in October – it was only two years ago 
that a Category 1 storm sat over Kenner and much 
of the metropolitan area, resulting in more than $4 
million in damage throughout the city.

Hurricane Isaac was a textbook lesson in be-
ing prepared and ready to evacuate, even if there 
is only a voluntary evacuation order. The entire 
city lost power – some areas for a full week – and I 
think we all readjusted the measure of respect that 
even a Category 1 storm should receive.

Please consider these important precautions:
Develop a family storm plan. Family mem-

bers should know now what to do if a storm ap-
pears headed to our area. School, work and other 
obligations can scatter family members and it’s 
important to communicate regularly as a storm ap-

proaches Kenner. The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency offers hurricane preparation tips at 
www.ready.gov; in addition, the Governor’s Office 
of Homeland Security (GOHSEP) also provide tips 
and information at www.getagameplan.org.

Don’t wait for a mandatory evacuation or-
der. Isaac taught us that a significant power outage 
is possible even from a Category 1 storm. Entergy 
officials have explained that they can only begin to 
make repairs once winds have subsided and condi-
tions are safe for workers. Repairs will focus first 
on hospitals and emergency providers like police 
and fire stations. This can mean you should an-
ticipate being without power and all the amenities 
that come with it (refrigerators, air conditioning, 
Internet, grocery stores, gas pumps, etc.), for up 
to seven days. Strongly consider early evacuation, 
even if it is not mandatory as many, particularly the 
elderly and the very young, are not able to adapt to 
the harsh conditions following or during a storm.

JP Alert. Consider signing up for JP Alert, for 
notifications through email, cell phone or other de-
vices about dangerous weather conditions, evacua-
tion and shelter information and other emergency 
information. Sign up at https://member.everbridge.
net/index/892807736721515#/login.

JumpStart Jefferson. Business owners can 
register as part of the Business Continuity Net-
work, in the event local officials are looking for 
goods or services your company may be able to pro-
vide during an emergency. In addition, you can ap-
ply online for re-entry placards for your business in 

the event of an evacuation. For either service, go to 
www.jumpstartjefferson.com.

American Red Cross Safe and Well Regis-
try. In the event of a significant storm, communi-
cations can be significantly affected. The registry 
offers a way to locate family and friends that may 
be affected by a disaster, no matter where they are 
located in the country. Go to http://safeandwell.
communityos.org/cms/index.php. for more infor-
mation.

Stay informed with Kenner’s Office of 
Emergency Management resources. The city’s Of-
fice of Emergency Management has extensive in-
formation, advice and tips related to the hurricane 
season. If a storm approaches, the city’s OEM will 
be in constant contact with state and local officials, 
as well as weather forecasters. Check out the OEM 
pages at www.kenner.la.us.

In addition to these tips, I encourage you to 
cut out the Important Emergency Contacts below 
or snap a picture with your smart phone, so you’ll 
have the phone numbers you need in an emer-
gency. The main line to city hall, 468-7200, converts 
to a 24-hour emergency line during a storm event. 
The latest information to keep residents and busi-
ness owners informed will also be posted on the 
city’s website, Facebook page and Twitter feed – so 
be sure to like our page (City of Kenner Govern-
ment) or follow us on Twitter (@CityofKenner).

No one hopes for a hurricane – whether it’s an 
Isaac or a Katrina or worse, but if you take the time 
to prepare now, it will certainly make things easier 
if a storm does head our way. I’ve always said: pre-
pare for the worst, hope for the best.  

Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or 
by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us. 

Small preparations for storm season can make a big difference
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor

City of Kenner Official 
Inauguration Ceremonies

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Tuesday, July 1, 2014

Inaugural Mass
10:30 a.m.

Divine Mercy Catholic Church
4337 Sal Lentini Parkway • Kenner

Inauguration Ceremony
12:00 p.m. • noon

The Pontchartrain Center
4545 Williams Boulevard • Kenner

KENNER OFFICIALS 
 TO BE INAUGURATED

Michael S. Yenni, Mayor
Michael J. Glaser , Police Chief,  

Kenner Police Department

Maria C. DeFrancesch,  
Councilwoman-at-Large, Division A

Keith A. Conley,  
Councilman-at-Large, Division B

Gregory W. Carroll,  
Councilman, District 1

Michael G. Sigur,  
Councilman, District 2

Keith M. Reynaud,  
Councilman, District 3

Leonard J. Cline,  
Councilman, District 4

Dominick F. Impastato, III,  
Councilman, District 5

MAYOR MICHAEL S. YENNI

Important Emergency Contacts

Kenner City Hall 468-7200 LA State Trooper 471-2775

Kenner Police 712-2222 OR 911 Jeff Parish Sheriff 363-5500

Kenner Fire 467-2211 OR 911 Entergy 1-800-968-8213

Public Works 468-7515 Atmos 1-888-322-8667

Code Enforcement 468-4068 Water Dept 736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage) 468-7292 Red Cross (Local) 620-3105

“...cut out the Important 
Emergency Contacts 
below or snap a picture 
with your smart phone, 
so you’ll have the phone 

numbers you need in  
an emergency.”
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As this will be 
my last Kenner Star 
column as your chief 
of police, I humbly 
thank you, the citi-

zens of Kenner, for allowing me to serve in this vital 
capacity for the last eight years. It has truly been a 
labor of love and I am proud to share some of our suc-
cesses with you at this time.

First, none of our successes would be possible 
without the dedication and devotion of the brave 
members of the Kenner Police Department. Their 
faithful tenacity, even in the face of adversity in  

 
 
 
events such as Hurricane Katrina, defines the law 
enforcement profession. Thanks to our members’ ef-
forts, the city of Kenner’s crime rate has dropped an 
impressive 18 percent from 2006 through 2013! As the 
crime rate is our department’s report card in keep-
ing our community safe, KPD members definitely de-
serve an A+ for making Kenner a safer place to live, 
work and raise our families.

I also wish to express my appreciation to Ken-
ner Mayors Edmond Muniz and Michael Yenni and 
the Kenner City Council for working with the Ken-
ner Police Department to supply the manpower 
and tools to fight and prevent crime. By working  

 
together as a team, we were provided the means to 
enhance the security of our streets and neighbor-
hoods, which is no easy task given our location as the 
transportation hub for the metropolitan New Orleans 
area.

Of course, our fellow area law enforcement pro-
fessionals have also been of tremendous assistance in 
keeping our city safer. Sheriff Newell Normand and 
the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office have fostered 
a close working relationship with our department, 
sharing vital information and equipment whenever 
necessary and requested. Jefferson Parish District 
Attorney Paul Connick, Jr. has also supported our ef-
forts through professional prosecutions, thus remov-
ing numerous criminals from our community. We also 
appreciate my fellow chiefs of police from both Jef-
ferson Parish and throughout Louisiana, who have 
also shared many crime fighting ideas throughout 
the years. The federal and state agencies, from the 
U.S. Departments of Justice and Homeland Secu-
rity, the Louisiana Attorney General’s Office and the 
Louisiana State Police have also been invaluable in 
offering their resources whenever called upon.

Technology has been a great friend and tool of 
law enforcement over the years, but more so today 
than at any other time. In the past eight years, to 
help our police officers prevent and fight crime even 
further, our department has strategically placed 
digital crime cameras and license plate reader 
systems throughout the entire city. These systems 
have allowed our officers to swiftly identify crimi-
nals and/or the vehicles utilized in the commission 
of criminal activities, resulting in numerous arrests.  
 

We can only imagine what crime fighting technology 
will be available to us in the coming years that will 
make our neighborhoods even more secure than they 
already are!

Finally, I wish to thank you, the citizens of Ken-
ner, for supporting and working with our department 
in helping make the past eight years very successful 
for all of us. Whether you have attended the Kenner 
Citizen Police Academy, participated in the National 
Night Out Against Crime, been active in a civic or-
ganization or just keep a vigilant eye out in your 
neighborhood, you have contributed to the safety of 
the Kenner community through your involvement. 
By staying involved, you will guarantee our families’ 
wellbeing for many years to come.

On July 1, 2014, Chief-elect Michael Glaser will 
assume the solemn responsibilities as the head law 
enforcement executive of our fine city. I am confident 
he will enjoy even greater successes in the coming 
years of his tenure with the support of the entire city 
of Kenner, the members of the Kenner Police De-
partment, and our law enforcement community. Of 
course, I will always be available to him for any guid-
ance and counsel I can offer when needed.

Again, it has been a pleasure serving you. My 
wife, Karen, and I thank you always for your endless 
confidence and support these past eight years. We 
will eternally be grateful.  

Kenner Police Chief Caraway can be reached 
by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Po-
lice Department website at www.kennerpd.com.

It has been a pleasure serving you
By Steve Caraway – Kenner Police Chief

   Hurricane season  
   begins June 1 and 
extends through November 30, with the peak of the 
season from mid-August to October. As residents of 
Kenner well know, hazards from hurricanes can in-
clude heavy rainfall, high winds, tornadoes, storm 
surge and flooding.

The 2014 hurricane season is expected to have 
a “below average” number of named storms and 
hurricanes. Researchers at the University of Colo-
rado recently issued their annual preseason forecast, 
suggesting a total of nine named storms, three hur-
ricanes and one major hurricane (Category 3 or 
higher) in the Atlantic Ocean.

While this news is encouraging, as residents of 
southeast Louisiana, we storm veterans know that 
relying too heavily on such predictions can prove dis-
appointing. We know full well we can never underes-
timate a storm, regardless of its category rating. Most 
importantly, we know that apathy and ignoring warn-
ings during storm season can not only lead to major 
discomfort and inconvenience for our families, it can 
be downright dangerous.

Being prepared and having a plan is the best 
approach to surviving a hurricane. Kenner resi-
dents and business owners need to stay informed 
and access all available information through lo-
cal media, weather reports and official resources 
available on the Internet. The city of Kenner 
maintains a comprehensive webpage containing a 
wealth of information on hurricane preparedness 
with links to numerous resources at www.kenner.
la.us/pages/section_6_77.asp.

Part of your family/business planning should 
include plans for early evacuation such as where will 
you go, how will you get there and who and what will 
you bring along. If local officials call for an evacua-
tion, you should leave. Be prepared to leave early. 
Don’t wait for a mandatory evacuation order or for 

“Contraflow” if possible; leave when a voluntary evac-
uation is called for. The longer you wait, the more 
highways will become congested, hotels and motels 
throughout the state and adjoining states will fill up 
and emergency shelters will be at maximum capacity.

If you do wait until the last minute to leave, you 
and your family may not be able to get out before the 
storm reaches us. Damaged roadways and bridges, 
collapsed structures, flying debris, hazardous mate-
rials, flooding and downed wires and trees are just 

some of the dangerous conditions that present them-
selves during and following a major storm.

Some things to consider when planning for 
evacuation: Be certain to take or making adequate ar-
rangements for your pets. Plan your route in advance 
and have alternative routes identified. Bring a map or 
utilize a GPS device. Anticipate delays and bring food, 
water and sanitary supplies for an extended road trip. 
Evacuees can use the handy website, http://sonris-
www.dnr.state.la.us/fuel_stations/mapstations.jsp, 
to locate service stations throughout the state that 
have fuel (gasoline and diesel) available for sale. 
This site is operated by the Louisiana Department of 
Natural Resources.

Residents who do not have personal transpor-
tation should familiarize themselves with the Jeffer-
son Parish Public Assisted Evacuation Plan (PAEP) 
that utilizes RTA/JeT buses. You will be brought to 
the parish government complex on South Clearview 
Parkway for processing and then transported out of 
the region to a shelter.

If you or a family member requires evacuation 
assistance due to a medical condition, consider the 
Mobility Impaired Transportation System (MITS) 
and sign up with the Jefferson Parish special needs 
registry. Family members and residents of nursing 
homes and independent living centers are strongly 
encouraged to discuss facility disaster and evacua-
tion plans with staff.

It is important for people to appreciate and be 
realistic about what local conditions will be like if 
they choose not to evacuate for a major storm. Fuel 
stations, grocery stores, hardware stores, physician 
offices, schools and pharmacies will close. Hospitals 
will have limited staff and may not be able to admit 
patients. If you remain, at some point emergency 
services (police, fire, emergency medical) may not 
be available to respond to your call for assistance. 
A curfew will be strictly enforced, requiring you to 
remain inside your residence. Utilities will likely be 
interrupted for extended periods.

So consider these as potential local conditions 
if a major storm were to strike the metropolitan area: 
no electricity; contaminated drinking water; no sew-
erage; no air conditioning; no ability to use ATM or 
debit/credit cards; no traffic signals or street lights; 
limited or no fuel; no television; limited or no cellular  
 
 

Hurricane preparedness  
for 2014 in Kenner
By Doug Dodt – Kenner Emergency  
Preparedness Coordinator
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“The Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council has been very active since its 
members were inducted in December of last year,” said the group’s 2014 
service project and committee chair, Ashley Johnson. The Youth Council 
has partnered with non-profit Friends of Rivertown and has chosen a 
cabbage ball tournament as its main service project for the year. The 
funds raised will be used to upgrade the playground equipment in Vet-
eran’s Park, located behind Kenner’s City Hall.

The tournament will be held on Saturday, June 21, 2014, at Muss 
Bertolino Playground and will include three divisions. In the middle 
school division up to six teams can register. Up to 10 teams will make up 
the high school division and up to eight teams can sign up for the co-ed 
adult division. The tournament will follow a double elimination format. 
The cost is $100 for a 10-member team and additional members can be 
added for $10 per player with a cap of 12 players per roster. Members of 
the three winning teams will receive special edition tournament T-shirts. 
Registration deadline is June 6 at 4:30 pm or when slots are full.

Special tournament rules will be in place, such as beginning each 
at bat with a 1-1 count and allowing teams to purchase home run tickets 
prior to the start of each game. A home run derby will be conducted as 
well. A special field dedicated to water balloon baseball will also be avail-
able for anyone to participate for $1 per pitch.

Non-players attending the cabbage ball tournament will pay a gate 
entry fee of $5. Children under 10 are admitted free.

“The goal is to make the tournament fun and competitive and to 
create an atmosphere at Muss Bertolino that will encourage families 
to spend the day at the playground,” said Kenner Deputy Chief Admin-

istrative Officer Natalie Newton, who serves as an advisor to the Youth 
Council.

There will be food and drinks available for purchase and games and 
activities for everyone in the family and bands performing throughout 
the day. To help raise money for the tournament, the advisory council 
will hold a series of smaller fund-raisers leading up to the June 21 event.

The idea of a Youth Advisory Council was pitched to Mayor Michael 
S. Yenni by Kenner teen Alisha Chowdhury, a senior at Haynes Academy 
for Advanced Studies and a member of a similar statewide group. Chow-
dhury said she thought an advisory council in Kenner would help city 
officials get feedback from teens and allow the teens to learn more about 
how local government works.

“We are a group of young adults dedicated to the advancement of 
Kenner,” said MYAC President Arjun Verma.

“Our Youth Council has some really great ideas and it’s obvious how 
much they care about their city and want to help,” Yenni said. “If you 
have seen the playground equipment at Veteran’s Park, you know that 
this is a worthy cause and an upgrade will make a huge difference for the 
many families that visit the park. It was a smart decision by the group to 
choose a playground so centrally located so that the improvements will 
benefit so many in the city.”

Information regarding the tournament and other MYAC events can 
be found on the city website at www.kenner.la.us, on the city’s Facebook 
page or by contacting the mayor’s office at 468-7240. For those interest-
ed in assisting with donations for the tournament, email MYAC@kenner.
la.us. See tournament flyer on page XX.  

Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council plans service project to 
rebuild Kenner playground, raising money with open entry 
cabbage ball tournament
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Personalized Awards for:
 Dance Scholastic Music
 Swimming Retirement Safety
 Parties Bowling Pool
 Football Track Basketball
 Soccer Baseball Golf
 Tennis Racquetball Karate

T-Shirts & Caps

35 YearAnniversary

AAA_Trophies_0514.pdf   1   4/24/14   4:30 PMAdriAnA Audler
notAry Public

your time is valuable...never wait in long lines at the d.M.V. 
license plates “on the spot.” come see us!  

AffordAble NotAry
367 West esplanade Ave. Kenner

Office: 305-5549 • Cell: 909-3499

Se Habla Español
 

M-F 9:00am - 6:00pm 
Sat. or Sun. by Appt. 909-3499

• Motor Vehicles Title Transfers 
• Real Estate Title Transfers
• Duplicate Titles & Registrations 
• Refinances & Loan Modifications 
•  License Plate Renewals & Cancellations 
• Bond-for-Deeds & Credit Sales

• Personalized Plates 
•  Mandates (Power of Attorney), Wills
•  Assistance with “No-Insurance Flags”
•  Affidavits, Donations, School Forms  

& more

Affordable Notary_0514.indd   1 4/26/14   2:55 PM

A & M APPLIANCE REPAIR

Colby Shaddinger
local owner

any appliance brand, any appliance
 

refrigerators, 
dishwashers, 

Washers, dryers
  

617-8220

A & M APPLIANCE REPAIR

A&M Appliance Repair_0614.indd   1 5/23/14   8:18 PM

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

SMALL JOBS

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

885-0399

0213-SabellasPlumbing.indd   1 1/25/13   7:33 PM

Kenner kicks off Main Street with block party in Rivertown
Free music and a huge block party featuring the merchants in Ri-

vertown will highlight a special “Kick Off” Main Street celebration begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, June 6, 2014, Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni 
recently announced.

Kenner was notified in March that it had been designated by state 
officials as the 36th Main Street Community in the state. The June 6 
block party includes Lt. Gov. Jay Dardenne, who will make the official 
announcement to Yenni and members of the Kenner City Council.

Two different bands will perform during the three-hour block party 
and food and craft vendors will line Williams Boulevard from the Illinois 
Central railroad tracks to the Mississippi River while music fills the air 
so that everyone involved can get a feel for the unique atmosphere that 
only the Rivertown historic district can offer.

The Yat Pack (www.theyatpack.com) will take the stage from 6:30 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Band Camp (www.bandcampnola.com) will close 
out the festivities from 8:15 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

“We’ve been working for years to become a Main Street commu-

nity and take advantage of tax credits, state grants and a literal trea-
sure trove of valuable resources and training from the state and federal 
government and the other 35 Main Street communities,” said Yenni. “In 
Kenner, we celebrate great news with a big party and I invite all resi-
dents to come out and enjoy a spectacular evening.”

City officials have been working toward the Main Street designa-
tion for more than seven years, Yenni said, a key part of the plan to ac-
celerate the exciting revitalization already underway in Rivertown.

Louisiana’s Main Street program was created to re-energize and 
promote historic neighborhood commercial districts all across the state 
that had become neglected and all but dormant. That trend is now re-
versing and residents and officials are re-discovering and embracing 
these areas as the core of their communities.

For more information on Louisiana’s Main Street program, visit 
www.crt.state.la.us/cultural-development/historic-preservation/main-
street/louisiana-main-to-main/index.  

The first phase of an $889,000 project to improve drainage in areas 
of both University City and the Audubon subdivision in Kenner began in 
early May and will last about six months.

“The city issued the notice to proceed with construction on May 
5. The contractor was required to perform a series of pre-construction 
tasks before actual commencement of work,” said Kenner Public Works 
Director Jose Gonzalez.

The work will be performed by Subterranean Construction, 
LLC. The contract calls for the work to be finished in 180 calendar 
days, weather permitting. The drainage work is part of the Statewide 

Flood Control Program, Gonzalez said. That means the state pays for 
90 percent of most construction costs with the city putting up a 10 
percent match.

There will be some inevitable traffic impact, with work scheduled 
generally between 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., but the contractor will at-
tempt to keep a lane open during non-working hours at all times. Galan 
Drive, Hooper Drive, Maggiore Drive and Millsaps Place are the streets 
involved in Phase 1, though Gonzalez said the work is not going to involve 
the entirety of those streets, “just sections.”  

Drainage project targets portions of University City and 
Audubon subdivision, to be completed in six months
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ExpirEs
6/30/14

TIME IS HERE!

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com

Purchase of $400 or More Purchase of $500 or More
Must be presented at time of purchase, tire purchases must include nitrogen  

and road hazard protection plan, gift certificates excluded

Scott Zimmerman (owner),  
Kenny Polizzi, Brannon Dietrich

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes 
Shocks • Air Conditioner 

Work Struts • Brake Service 
Batteries • Belts • Hoses

 Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

Se Habla eSpañol

 

Scottys_0614.indd   1 5/23/14   8:34 PM

Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts presents a patriotic salute to America with 
special performances of The Victory Belles

Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts 
is offering a salute the USA with a trip down mem-
ory lane showcasing The National WWII Muse-

um’s charming vocal trio, The Victory Belles, and 
their newest red, white and blue celebration that 
takes audiences on a nostalgic journey through 
World War II-era musical classics.

In the style of the entertaining USO Tours, 
the show features a potpourri of songs from the 
Great American Song Book written by great 
American composers.

“This uplifting musical revue will have you 
beaming with pride and patriotism. Rivertown 
Theaters is proud to present this salute to ameri-
ca for a fun-filled Fourth of July celebration with 
three performances on July 4, 5 and 6, 2014,” said 
Kelly Fouchi, co-artistic director of the theater.

The National WWII Museum’s Victory Belles 
travel the globe delighting audiences with their 
spirited performances which feature dazzling 

costumes, audience interaction and musical hits 
such as “Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy,” “Don’t Sit Un-
der the Apple Tree” and “God Bless America,” all 
sung in rich, three-part harmony.

Created in 2009, the Victory Belles are keep-
ing America’s magical musical history alive with 
regular performances every Wednesday at the 
National WWII Museum’s Stage Door Canteen, as 
well as across the country and overseas. Recent 
notable performances include USO Service Sa-
lutes in Guam, Tokyo, Okinawa and Hawaii; and 
they have sung the national anthem three times 
at Saints NFL football games with the last one na-
tionally televised on NBC. They also perform with 
many of the United States military bands.

Victory Belles Mandi, Hannah and Cristina 
will be performing in the production on The Main 

Stage at Rivertown Theaters.
Individual ticket prices are $25 per person. 

Performances times are at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, 
July 4 and Saturday, July 5, 2014 with a matinee 
performance at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, July 6, 2014.

Corporate and individual sponsorships, 
season tickets, group and military discounts are 
available. To purchase tickets call the theater box 
office at 461-9475 or 468-7221 or visit www.River-
townTheaters.com.

Rivertown Theaters for the Performing 
Arts is located at 325 Minor Street in the heart 
of Kenner’s historic Rivertown district. Plenty of 
free parking is available on the streets around the 
theater.   

Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts 2014-2015 season tickets on sale
“The 2014-2015 season offers a diverse 

line-up of entertainment,” said Kelly Fouchi, co-
artistic director of Rivertown Theaters for the 
Performing Arts. “We continue to maintain our 
commitment to offering something for everyone 
as well as presenting a local original…every-
thing from blockbuster classics to the regional 
premieres of award-winning shows recently seen 
on Broadway.”

Season tickets are now on sale for the the-
ater’s 2014-15 season, which opens with “Shrek 
the Musical” on September 12 and includes 
“Dirty Rotten Scoundrels.” Season tickets will 
remain on sale through the season opener. To re-
serve season tickets, call the theater’s box office 
at 461-9475. For more information on the River-
town Theaters, go to www.rivertowntheaters.
com.

Fouchi said, “Big things have been happen-
ing for Rivertown Theaters since we began man-
aging the theaters in the fall of 2012.” Rivertown 
Theaters was named 2013 “Theater of the Year” 
and “Best Musical of the Year” by both The Times 
Picayune/nola.com as well as The Examiner. 
They also received Gambit’s 2013 Best in The-
ater Big Easy “Entertainers of the Year” Award.”

The main stage season and holiday add-on 
shows planned for the 2014-2015 season include 
“Shrek the Musical,” “One Man Two Guvnors,” “A 
Christmas Carol, The Musical,” “The Will Rogers 
Follies,” “When Ya Smilin’,” and “Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels.

“Shrek the Musical,” directed by Gary 
Rucker, will run from September 12 through-27, 
2014. “Based on the Oscar winning DreamWorks 
film that started it all, the hilarious story of ev-
eryone’s favorite ogre is brought to dazzling life 
on the stage, full of all-new songs, great dancing 
and breathtaking scenery. It is part romance, 
part twisted fairy tale and irreverent fun for ev-
eryone. Like the movie, there’s humor and enter-
tainment for all ages,” said Fouchi.

“One Man Two Guvnors,” directed by Ricky 
Graham will play from November 7 through No-
vember 22, 2014. Reviews from the New York 
Times call it “Splendidly silly and utterly inno-
cent.” Variety says it “…it lifts audiences from 
mere happiness to eye-watering, comic hyste-
ria.” “The most glorious comedy on the planet,” 

reports London’s Daily Mail. “Set in Brighton, 
England in1963,” said Fouchi, “Richard Bean’s 
hilarious comedy received five-star reviews from 
every London newspaper and was the hit of the 
2012 Broadway season, including seven Tony 
Award nominations.”

During the holiday season, “A Christmas 
Carol, The Musical,” directed by Scott Sauber 
will be presented from December 5 through 21, 
2014. “Originally presented by Radio City Enter-
tainment this spectacular musical extravaganza 
ran for ten years at Madison Square Garden. In 
2004, this version became the basis for the NBC/
Hallmark adaptation featuring Kelsey Grammar, 
Jason Alexander, Jane Krakowski and more. This 
musical show retains its emotional power and 
pure joy thanks to Dickens’ marvelously told sto-
ry and a beautiful score by Alan Menken, who is 
known for such Broadway hits as ‘Beauty and the 
Beast,’ ‘Little Mermaid,’ ‘Little Shop of Horrors,’ 
‘Sister Act’ and more,” said Fouchi.

“The Will Rogers Follies,” directed by Fou-
chi, will be on stage from January 16 through 
January 31, 2015. The winner of nine Tony 
Awards including best musical, “The Will Rogers 
Follies” focuses on the life and career of famed 
humorist and performer Will Rogers, using as 
a backdrop the Ziegfeld Follies, which he often 
headlined. This musical describes every episode 
in his life in the form of a big, splashy production 
number. “Through rope tricks, showgirls and tap 
dancing cowboys, the revue contains snippets of 
Rogers’ famous homespun style of wisdom and 
common sense,” said Fouchi. The play conveys 
the personality of this quintessentially American 
figure whose most famous quote was “I never 
met a man I didn’t like.”

Directed by Ricky Graham, “When Ya Smi-
lin’” will headline from March 13 through March 
29, 2015. “It is local Ricky Graham’s heart-warm-
ing, comedic love letter about growing up in New 
Orleans in the 1950s. As seen through the eyes 
of precocious 10-year-old Paulie Dufour, ‘When 
Ya Smilin’ recounts a year in the life of a Ninth 
Ward family who has to deal with the everyday 
troubles of money and family,” said Fouchi. 
“Anyone who grew up in New Orleans will grin 
a nostalgic smile from remembrances of Pon-
tchartrain Beach, Mardi Gras with Mel Levitt 

and picnics in City Park. This play strikes that 
harmonious chord of common humanity that will 
not only make the locals laugh and cry, but those 
who now call New Orleans home as well.” “When 
Ya Smilin” won the 2001 Big Easy award as best 
original play.

“Dirty Rotten Scoundrels” will be per-
formed from May 8 through May 23, 2015. 
Directed by Gary Rucker and based on the 

popular 1988 film, “Dirty Rotten Scoundrels” 
is a Tony Award winning musical that centers 
around two con men living on the French Riv-
iera. “A hilarious battle of cons ensues that will 
keep audiences laughing, humming and guess-
ing to the very end,” said Fouchi.   
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“...Brazilian deli serving an impressive array of 

meat pies, some very novel sandwiches and a  

Saturday afternoon stew like no other.” — Gambit

Authentic 

BrAziliAn 
Cuisine 

made 
Fresh DAily 

with  
homemADe spiCes

Coxinha
deep-fried fritters made with  

spiced & floured shredded chicken.

Feijoada 
traditional black bean & pork stew made with  

salted pork, smoked pork ribs & smoked sausage  
served with collard greens, orange slices & rice 

sprinkled with tapioca flour (farofa).

plate lunches, meat pies, savory pastries,  
fresh cane juice, natural shakes & juices

BRAZILIAN MARKET & CAFE
2424 Williams Blvd., Suite N  • 468-3533

M-F 7am to 7:30pm, Sat 7am to 7pm, Sun 8am to 5pm

www.brazilianmarketcafe.com

62 menu items under $10

Brazilian Burgers start at $5.75

Breakfast 
served

Daily 

Grilled Brazilian Cut Top sirloin steak

Daily specials 

$836

BrazilianMarket&Cafe_0214.indd   1 1/26/14   11:57 AM

A strain is an 
injury to a muscle 
in which the muscle 
fibers tear as a result 

of overstretching. A strain is also known as a pulled 
muscle. Muscle strains are classified into Grade I, 
Grade II and Grade III strains.

A grade I strain occurs when the muscle or 
tendon is overstretched and small tears to muscle 
occur. You may have mild pain with or without swell-
ing. A Grade I strain is also called mild muscle strain.  
A grade II muscle strain occurs when the muscle 
or its tendon is overstretched with more of the fi-
bers torn but not complete. Symptoms may include 
marked pain with swelling. The area of injury is ten-
der. Bruising may occur if small blood vessels at the 
site of injury are damaged as well. Movement may 
be difficult because of pain. This is also known as 
a moderate muscle pull or strain. Grade III muscle 
strains occur when the most of the muscle fibers 
are torn or in some cases, the muscle is completely 
torn or ruptured. Pain, swelling, tenderness and 
bruising are usually present. Movement is usually 
difficult.

Muscle strains often result from abrupt, 
forceful muscle action such as acceleration, de-
celeration or when changing directions suddenly. 
Sometimes strains occur when a contracted mus-
cle is abruptly lengthened by an external force, 
such as contact from an opponent during cutting, 
jumping or landing.

People that have experienced moderate to 
severe muscle strains report a feeling of being shot 
in the muscle with deep warmth following the tear. 
When a muscle strain occurs, we need to under-

stand what we need to do to prevent further injury 
and treat the injury that has occurred. R.I.C.E. is 
the acronym for rest, ice, compression and eleva-
tion. We need to first rest the affected body part that 
has been injured. Applying ice and compression will 
help decrease the swelling to the affected tissue. Ic-
ing 15 to 20 minutes every hour for the first 24 hours 
will help decrease inflammation in the injured 
tissue. Elevation will also help the body limit the 
amount of swelling that occurs and aid in its ability 
to decrease the swelling in the injured area.

Prevent strained muscles with a proper warm-
up in combination with strength, endurance and 
flexibility training. Muscle strains are more com-
mon in colder weather and when your muscles are 
fatigued from a hard workout. Cold causes muscles 
to contract in order to preserve warmth in the core 
of your body. Thus it is imperative to warm-up prop-
erly and stay warm on the sidelines during games 
and practice. Warm-up routines should leave you 
feeling warm and with loose muscles.

For moderate to severe muscle stains, see your 
physician and follow up with a physical therapist for 
a complete rehabilitation to recovery. 

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is presi-
dent of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy lo-
cated at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at 
two other locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. 
Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical School De-
partment of Allied Health Department of Physical 
Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Or-
thopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted via 
email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting  
www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Muscle strains
By Craig Goodwin

Health

The Moving Wall, a one-half replica of The Vietnam Veterans Memorial located in Washington, 
D.C., was installed in Kenner’s Veterans Park for a five-day visit from May 15-19, 2014. City officials 
estimated 5,000 people visited The Moving Wall during its time in Kenner.
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The Moving Wall in Kenner
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Airport

Louis Armstrong 
New Orleans Interna-
tional Airport contin-
ues to set records and 

receive national recognition for air service in the world 
of aviation. Airline Weekly, a subscriber-supported 
publication reporting on commercial passenger avia-
tion worldwide, recognized our airport for the biggest 
increase in passenger volume in 2013 in the entire Unit-
ed States. This distinction is based on industry figures 
just released. Last year, Armstrong International had 
approximately 9.2 million passengers pass through the 
doors, up 7.1 percent from 2012. There were only three 
other major cities – two in Texas (Houston and Austin) 
and one in California (San Jose) that ranked close with 
about six percent growth.

Our achievement in passenger growth was also 
recognized by anna.aero, an online industry publica-
tion dedicated to outstanding airline network planning 
and genuine number crunching. They recognized us as 
the fastest growing airport in the category of between 
five and 10 million passengers. For this honor, we were 
awarded their prestigious Annie Award, an award given 
for actual data collected and reviewed as opposed to an 
award based on a popular vote.

Keeping costs down and passenger loads high for 
our airline partners is a must for our market to continue 
to grow with new airlines and destinations as well as to 
maintain the service we presently have. I think it is very 
important for our community to know and understand 
that airports cannot create a demand for air service. It 
is the community that creates demand. We continue to 
scan Department of Transportation data to assess gaps 
in air service when demand is either there or projected. 
The increase in passenger volume to date can be attrib-
uted to both demand and strategic planning focused on 
cost-cutting efforts that were put in place as long ago 
as 2010 by the airport. For example, the lowering of the 

Cost Per Enplanement (CPE) that was scheduled to be 
as high as $16.41 this year is now a low $8.30 thanks to 
thoughtful planning. As we move through this year, our 
numbers for the first quarter are greater than the same 
time period last year, but on a cautionary note there is 
no guarantee this trend will continue. However, the New 
Orleans region is going through a major renaissance. Our 
conventions are returning, the number of restaurants in 
our area has doubled since 2005 and the hotels are ex-
tremely busy. Looking ahead as best we can, things for 
the most part look good. I believe that the new $650 mil-
lion North Terminal to be constructed by 2018 will help 
us bring more flights to our region. This new building 
will be cheaper to operate which translates into more 
savings to be passed on to our airline partners. As well, 
the new terminal with its new retail space will increase 
non-airline revenue and the access to all concourses 
post security should allow for additional connecting 
flights. Until it is completed, our team will continue to 
ask our airline partners to provide even more service to 
new destinations based on our track record of decreas-
ing costs and a commitment to continue to do it.

Since our last column, I have more good news to 
share regarding air service. Spirit Airlines, one of our 
low cost carriers that entered our market with daily ser-
vice to Dallas, is adding new nonstop service in August to 
Houston and Ft. Lauderdale. Their price to Houston for 
our market is a fare far less than the cost to drive there 
which should make it a very popular flight. For those 
wishing to travel from New Orleans with timely con-
nections to Central America, Spirit is setting their ar-
rival schedule in Ft. Lauderdale to correspond with their 
Central America departures from the Florida airport. 
Other options for nonstop international travel from our 
airport include seasonal service with vacationexpress 
to Cancun, Mexico and Montego Bay, Jamaica (the third 
international destination announced in the past three 
years) as well as year round daily flights to Toronto, 

Canada aboard Air Canada. Beginning this month with 
the new arrival of Alaska Airlines and their direct flight 
to Seattle, our airport will be served by 12 airlines to 42 
non-stop destinations. All of the various airlines’ contact 
information can be found on our award winning website, 
www.flymsy.com along with the listing of destinations 
from our airport, arriving and departing flight updates 
and general flight information. It is a trip planning re-
source I think you will find useful.   

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis 

Armstrong New Orleans International Airport may 
be reached at director@flymsy.com. Check your 
local listings for the air time of the Armstrong In-
ternational Airport 30 minute television program, 

“Airport Alive” or view it on the airport website,  
www.flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link 
on the “News and Stats” page. You can now follow the 
airport on facebook.com/MSYAirport and twitter.com/
NO_Airport. To find out how to be a volunteer at the 
airport, click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s website 
homepage.  

National air service recognition
By Iftikhar Ahmad – Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation

Hope Encalade, a local businesswoman and the 
founder of Seeds of Hope, will lead a 10-week program 
for teens encouraging entrepreneurship. The program 
will be offered at 9:30 a.m. on Saturdays beginning on 
June 7, 2014, at the Eastbank Regional Library located 
at 4747 West Napoleon Avenue in Metairie.

The presentations are free-of-charge and are 
open to the public. Reservations are not required. 
Sixth graders to high school seniors are encouraged to 
attend.

Encalade says that teens are skilled and in-
novative and they desire to become entrepreneurs. 
Encalade says the program is designed to explore en-
trepreneurship and self-employment through creative, 
innovation and independence.

The sessions will focus on the topics of “Entre-
preneurs? Who me? Yes, you!,” “There are opportuni-
ties all around you,” “Where do I do business?,” “How 
to sell your idea,” “Gearing up to impress,” “You can 
make it happen!,” “Minding your business,” “Show me 
the money,” “Dreams can come true,” “Money s(cents)” 
and “Planting seeds of hope.”

Encalade says this program has value because 
it helps to address some of the socio-psychological 
problems and delinquency that arise from joblessness; 

promotes innovation and resilience in youth; promotes 
the revitalization of the local community; helps youth 
who may be particularly responsive to new economic 
trends; and helps create job opportunities.

Encalade is the founder of Dress for Success New 
Orleans and served on the board of directors for Dress 
for Success Worldwide. Locally, she served as past 
president of Jefferson Parish School System Parent 
Advisory Committee, member of the Jefferson Parish 
School Board Budget Committee, vice president of the 
Paul J. Solis Elementary School PTA and served on the 
planning committee of the Jefferson Parish Science 
and Technology School.

Encalade has been featured several times in 
CityBusiness, spotlighted in Southern Women maga-
zine, New Orleans Homes and Lifestyle magazine and 
numerous newspaper articles and television and radio 
programs including being honored by WWL-TV Chan-
nel 4 as a “Quiet Hero,” ABC 26 as an “Unsung Hero,” 
Southern Women magazine 2004 “Women of Influence 
Spirit Award,” YWCA Role Model and Young Leader-
ship Council 2005 Role Model.

For more information regarding this event, con-
tact Chris Smith, manager of adult programming for the 
library, at 889-8143 or wcsmith@jefferson.lib.la.us.   

Community
Free 10-week entrepreneur training class 
for teens offered at Jeff library this summer
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As another suc-
cessful school year 
comes to a close, I 
want to take a mo-

ment to call your attention to an updated status re-
port on the Jefferson Parish Public Schools (JPPSS) 
released by GCR, Inc. that recognizes the continued 
success of the school system over the past few years.

The report, which was prepared at the request 
of the Jefferson Community Foundation and the Jef-
ferson Business Council, uses the latest data from 
the Louisiana Department of Education to produce 
an update on the academic progress of JPPSS. The 
results are clear: JPPSS continues to show substan-
tial improvement in every measure when it comes to 
student achievement.

The GCR report validates what I’ve seen 
throughout the school year: our students, our teach-
ers and faculty, and our schools are rising to the chal-
lenge of higher expectations and seeing success in all 
areas. Just in the 2013-14 school year, our students, 
with the support of their amazing faculty, have won 
academic titles and accolades on local, state and na-
tional stages. Our athletes have brought home state 
championships. Our artists, performers and musi-
cians have showcased their work in their schools 
and through public exhibits and events. Our teachers 
have won grants and awards that recognize their ex-
pertise and their dedication to our students.

And they have done all of these things in a year 
of tremendous transition and change, as the district 
fully implemented the more rigorous Common Core 

State Standards and began to prepare for the accom-
panying PARCC assessment, which will be adminis-
tered beginning next school year.

Though every single student deserves recogni-
tion for their work this year, I want to especially rec-
ognize and congratulate the graduating class of 2014 
at Alfred Bonnabel Magnet Academy High School in 
Kenner for accumulating an impressive number of 
scholarship offers. Bonnabel graduating seniors re-
ceived more than $4,100,000 in awards that included 
$1,235,000 in academic scholarships and $1,600,000 
in TOPS awards, Louisiana’s premier program of state 
merit-based scholarships. Seventy-six-percent of our 
Bonnabel graduates will further their education, with 
most attending in-state colleges and universities.

Beyond the numbers are the many different 
stories to tell about our graduating seniors – students 
who have overcome enormous obstacles to walk that 
stage during graduation; students who have worked 
tirelessly to get into the college of their choice; stu-
dents who have found and pursued their passions. I 
am so proud to have gotten to know some of these 
students and was thrilled to be able to congratulate 
each of them as they received their high school di-
ploma. It’s what makes our work together so gratify-
ing – to see the promise of the future in each of their 
excited faces.

None of the district’s successes and accom-
plishments could have been possible without the 
partnerships we have built with families, commu-
nity members and our stakeholders. I am grateful 
to all who support the school system’s endeavors 

A school year of accomplishment and success
By Dr. James Meza, Jr. – Jefferson Parish Public School System Superintendent

to provide each of our students with the best pos-
sible education. I am thankful to the residents of 
Kenner and Jefferson Parish at large for your un-
wavering commitment to public education and for 
your continued investment into our children, the 
future of this parish. Our work is not yet done – in 
fact, we are already busy planning and training for 
the next school year – but I’m confident that with 
you as our partners, we will continue to make the 
strides needed to reach our goals.  

Dr. James Meza Jr. is currently the superin-
tendent of Jefferson Parish Public School System 
(JPPSS), Louisiana’s largest and most diverse 
school district serving 47,000 students. Meza’s ex-
perience in education spans more than 40 years in 
teaching and leadership positions both at the K-12 
and higher education levels. Visit the JPPSS website 
at www.jpschools.org.

Automotive
Hot weather is here, get your 
car ready for the heat
By Scott Zimmerman

The 90 plus de-
gree heat we endure in 

our area can put a great deal of extra stress on your 
vehicle, and even more so if your car has over 100,000 
miles. There are some simple preventative summer 
car maintenance tips that can help you avoid having 
to deal with an unwanted breakdown.

Make sure your car battery is clean
Even though wintertime is notorious for dead 

batteries and pre-work jumpstarts, the real truth 
is that hot weather is even tougher on your battery. 
Summer heat can speed up the chemical reaction in-
side a battery, causing the battery to be overcharged 
and shortening the lifespan of your battery. Regularly 
detach the battery cables and wipe off the terminals 
and make sure the battery is strapped down tightly 
and that all connections are secure.

Inspect your tires
Heat pushes the materials your tires are 

made of to their limit, causing blowouts and flat 
tires. Make sure you keep your tires inflated to 
the manufacturer’s specification, which is found 
in the vehicle’s owner’s manual. This will not only 
prolong tire life but help reduce fuel consumption.

Check your oil level
As car owners we all know that most mechanics 

and owner’s manuals suggest that you change your oil 
and oil filter every 3,000, 5,000 or 7,500 miles (depend-
ing on oil type, make/model). It is not only beneficial 
to adhere to those instructions but to check your oil 
before each big family road trip. To check your oil, let 

your car run for a few minutes, then park it on a level 
surface and shut off the engine. Open the hood and 
locate the oil dipstick. You are looking for two things. 
First, check the level of oil and how the oil looks. If 
you are low on oil, you can either add another quart 
or take your vehicle to a car service center to get it 
changed. The oil should look brownish-yellow and 
clean on the stick. If the oil is a dark color or there is 
a lot of dirt and grime in it, you definitely need an oil 
change and oil filter replacement.

Make sure your car is cool
Everyone wants to make sure their air condi-

tioning in their vehicle will keep them cool, however, 
it is important to literally keep your car engine cool. 
Your engine coolant lasts thousands of miles and 
many manufacturers call their coolant “100,000 mile” 
fluid, but checking it should not be neglected. Check 
it regularly and ask your mechanic to check it when 
your car is in for other service work. Vehicle air con-
ditioning typically needs to be looked at every three 
years to maintain optimal levels of cooling output. 
You don’t want to get stuck inside a car in our 90 plus 
degree heat with no air conditioning so be proactive 
in keeping your car cool.   

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire 
and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and oper-
ated full-service tire and automotive shop, located 
at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours 
are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. 
Scotty’s website is www.scottystireauto.com.



Most of us wish 
to live the simple life. 
We’d rather be efficient 
than inefficient, orga-

nized rather than disorganized, focused on the signifi-
cant rather than majoring in minutia. Occasionally we 
have an opportunity to make someone else’s life a little 
simpler. Ironically, this opportunity can present itself at 
the time of our death.

When considering your last will and testament, 
why not make it a little easier on your heirs and/or 
spouse by providing for an “independent” executor 
or executrix? Louisiana laws empower you to appoint 
someone you trust to be the person who has authority 
to act in matters involving your estate. This could be a 
spouse, a child or any trusted third party. With one sim-
ple court order, that person can be empowered with the 
legal authority to act in any matter involving your estate.

Let’s take a common occurrence in many succes-
sions. Pop passes away leaving Mom and the children to  

 
 
 
 
 
deal with his worldly assets. Mom and the children 
want to sell a piece of real estate. There is a buyer ready 
to purchase, but the succession is not ready to be closed. 
What’s the best way to proceed? Hopefully, Pop’s will 
included a provision providing that his estate be admin-
istered through an independent administration. The 
executor can apply to the district court seeking formal 
appointment as the independent executor. Unless his 
will provides to the contrary, Pop’s executor doesn’t 
have to provide a security bond to the estate. Often, the 
application to appoint an independent executor can be 

“walked through” with the applicant receiving a court 
order on the same day as filing.

Here’s the good news, with this court appoint-
ment, the independent executor can take legal action 
on behalf of the decedent’s estate without the need for 
further specific court approval. In other words, this per-
son can sign a purchase agreement or even an act of 
sale on behalf of Pop’s estate. Yes, you could actually go 
to your real estate closing within hours after receiving 

the required one-time court approval as an indepen-
dent executor.

What if Pop’s will didn’t provide for an indepen-
dent administration? You really have three choices. 
First, apply to the district court for specific authority to 
sell the property. Unfortunately in a standard adminis-
tration of the estate this will typically require about a 
forty-five day delay to accomplish the required adver-
tisements and legally mandated delay periods. Second, 
you could place all the legal heirs “into possession” of 
Pop’s estate. This might not be the best alternative as 
there may yet be creditors to deal with or other estate 
assets that have not yet been accounted for. And last, all 
of Pop’s heirs can agree to the appointment of an inde-
pendent executor. This is a great solution, provided all 
the heirs are on speaking terms with each other. In oth-
er words, one disgruntled heir can veto this alternative.

So the good news is that you can actually make 
life a little easier for your loved ones after you have 
departed this earth. The Louisiana Code of Civil Pro-
cedure’s provisions on Independent Administration of 
Estates can help. But here’s the catch; you need to take 
action now to include this special provision in your will. 
Your heirs will be thankful you did.   

Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana 
State Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney 
for over 35 years. His office is located at 4200 S. I-10 
Service Road, Suite 110, in Metairie. Estate planning, 
wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and 
corporate, franchise and real estate law are his pri-
mary areas of practice. Watts is also the owner and 
manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be reached at  
836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.

Cutting through the clutter
By Steven A. Watts
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Whenever you’re shopping for a new central air 
conditioning system, you will probably be looking for 
ways to lower your energy bills without decreasing your 
home’s comfort levels. You might even want to make 
sure your new system is as “green” and environmentally 
friendly as possible. Ideally, there would be a quick and 
easy way to compare these characteristics across mod-
els – say, in the form of a simple number.

The Air Conditioning, Heating and Refrigeration 
Institute defines SEER as the “seasonal energy efficien-
cy ratio.” The SEER rating of a unit is the cooling output 
during a typical cooling-season divided by the total elec-
tric energy input during the same period. The higher 
the unit’s SEER rating the more energy efficient it is.

In the U.S., the SEER is the ratio of cooling in 
British thermal unit (BTU) to the energy consumed 
in watt-hours. Today, SEER values for new units range 
from 13 at the low end, which is the federal minimum 
standard, up to 23, with higher numbers representing 
more efficient units. Energy Star qualified central air 
conditioners must have a SEER of at least 14. In other 
words, you can think of a SEER rating as the air condi-
tioning equivalent of your car’s miles per gallon rating. 
And just as with cars, if you’ve owned your air condition-
ing unit for more than about five years, it’s almost cer-
tainly much less efficient than even the lowest-scoring 
new units on the market today. For example, the SEER 
rating for your 10 to 15-year old air conditioner could 
be as low as 8 or 10. In addition to being more energy 
friendly, systems with higher SEER ratings also emit 
less carbon dioxide into the atmosphere – so you can 
stay comfortable without worrying as much about your 
carbon footprint.

Energy efficiency does come with a cost premium 
as the higher the SEER rating, the more you can expect 
to pay for a new system. But even with the higher up-
front cost, a system with a high SEER rating is still a 

smart buy. You will save more on your energy bills, over 
the long term, than the higher purchase price of the 
high-efficiency air conditioning system. The pay-back 
on your investment for the additional cost will take just 
a few years.

On the topic of efficiency vs. cooling, just hav-
ing a super-efficient air conditioner doesn’t necessar-
ily mean that your house will be more comfortable. In 
order to make sure that your home is exactly as cool 
and comfortable as you want it, make sure your new, 
energy-efficient air conditioning unit is installed by ex-
perienced professionals who know what they’re doing. 
The system must be sized correctly and optimally con-
figured for maximum comfort. Often a homeowner re-
places their older system and they will ask the contrac-
tor for an additional one-half to one ton of cooling, just 
because they believe this will improve their comfort on 
the hottest days. In fact, an undersized system will not 
be energy efficient, but an oversized system, i.e., too 
many tons of cooling, can result in a humidity problem, 
which will adversely affect the comfort in your home. So 
having a qualified professional provide the proper guid-
ance when replacing you air conditioning system is vital 
to ensure the desired result is achieved.  

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional en-
gineer and licensed home inspector and the president 
of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned 
consulting engineering firm specializing in residen-
tial and commercial building inspection services. 
Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.
net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.
criterium-dormady.com..

What is your SEER rating and 
what does it mean regarding 
cooling your home?
By Dan Dormady
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College rejection letters
By Guy Williams

By now the re-
sults are in. Applica-
tions to elite universi-
ties were up this year 
as were rejections. If  

 
 
 
one of your children was rejected by one of the expen-
sive great reputation schools, be grateful. The elite uni-
versity may have inadvertently done you a favor.

As college costs have risen far faster than in-
flation, many groups are doing research to see what 

exactly a student receives for the money spent, and 
in far too many cases, borrowed. A recent Gallup  
survey of over 30,000 people had some interesting 
results related to selective colleges. One of the diffi-
cult questions that they attempted to answer was how 
do schools get a good reputation? And what does that 
mean in terms of productivity, earnings and happi-
ness?

The first and most surprising result was that 
there is no correlation between worker productivity 
and university status. There was also no correlation 
between university cost and future happiness. It turns 
out that money doesn’t buy happiness, but you knew 
that.

Another interesting result was that as college 

Banking

Spring is here 
along with a new crop 
of homebuyers – Are 
you one of them? You 
want to be well-pre-

pared to get that home you have always wanted.

1. Mortgage matters
“Pre qualified” sounds good, but in fact it doesn’t 

ensure that homeowners or Realtors will consider your 
offer. Getting “pre-approved” will signal an informed 
seller that your offer is within your means and should 
be given serious consideration which can tip things in 
your favor in a tight market. Begin the process early. 
When signing mortgage papers, get all help needed to 
understand what you are committing to including all 
terms, closing costs and fees .Be sure to investigate all  

 
 
programs that might help your case such as income 
credits, first-time buyers or veterans programs.

2. Credit counts
Higher credit scores garner lower mortgage rates. 

Review your credit report to identify and remedy errone-
ous entries. Credit scores of 750 and above often get the 
best rates. Planning and preparation can reap signifi-
cant financial rewards.

3. Know your budget
A “safe” rule of thumb for mortgage payments is 

that it should not exceed 28 percent of your gross month-
ly income, leaving enough available for upkeep, mainte-
nance and insurance. Online calculators can help you 
estimate monthly payments on anticipated home pur-
chases. If you plan on a larger mortgage, think about 
putting the difference in your current mortgage into a 
savings account each month to determine if it is realistic.

4. Location, location, location
Your geographic requirements are as important as 

the actual house you buy, affecting your daily life. Work-
ing with a Realtor can assist in this process.

5. Timing things
When do you want to move? Be flexible and pre-

pared for the logistics of the sale. Paperwork takes time 
and follow up is crucial. Careful planning can alleviate 
moving problems.

6. Terms of endearment
Negotiate terms you can love as you finalize the 

sale. Everything should be clearly spelled out in writing 
to eliminate confusion.

7. How handy are you?
A “fixer-upper” though a bargain can come back to 

haunt you. Properties that require extensive work will 
also require more time and money, building permits, 
contractor negotiations and delayed enjoyment.

8. Permissions
If you purchase a home with remodeling in mind, 

take a cursory look into permits before assuming you 
can do what you want. Time frames, permits and inspec-
tions and time required can vary widely on top of the 
cost of materials and labor.

It isn’t every day that you shop for a home, but 
when you do, it is best to have as much knowledge and 
preparation as possible. Doing your homework can be 
daunting and challenging, but on that closing date, you’ll 
be glad you followed through and got the best home you 
could get.    

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, 
can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors 
office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, 
LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned 
and operated company. Visit the company website at 
www.gardnerrealtors.com.

Savvy shopping – Eight things to know when buying a home
By Linda R. Martin

 continued on next page
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Treasure Chest Casino serves up some summer fun in June
By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager

One of my fa-
vorite months of the 
year is upon us, and 
not only because it 
includes Father’s Day, 

but also June is the month with the longest daylight 
hours of the year. During this time of the season I en-
joy the extra daylight each day, frequently spending 
time when the opportunity presents itself, taking in 
the many things the outdoors have to offer. At the end 
of my workday at Treasure Chest, I often find a quiet 
pleasure leaving with some daylight left and being able 
to look out onto the beautiful view of Lake Pontchar-
train and the surrounding Laketown area. During this 
time of year the area is thriving with outdoor activity 
which includes people walking, biking, picnicking and 
boating.

Speaking of outdoor activity, once again Treasure 
Chest, in conjunction with the city of Kenner, will be 

offering “Crawfish Boil on the Lake” on Friday, June 27, 
2014, from 6:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m., including food, mu-
sic and fun. Welcome in the summer with $10 crawfish 
trays for B Connected members and children under 
15 ($15 for non B Connected members), the sounds 
of Papa C and the Slammin Horns and the company 
of friends. A portion of the proceeds will benefit the 
Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation. Come enjoy 
some summer fun on the front lawn of Treasure Chest 
overlooking Lake Pontchartrain, weather permitting.

On June 28, 2014,, Treasure Chest will wrangle in 
the summer by awarding one lucky player a new 2014 
Jeep Wrangler. From 7:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. 25 qual-
ifiers will be selected to win $200 “Slot Dollars” plus a 
qualifying spot for a chance at the grand prize. Then at 
11:15 p.m. one lucky qualifier from the drawings that 
night will be chosen to win a new 2014 four door Jeep 
Wrangler or an option to take $25,000 “Slot Dollars.”

And, don’t forget, June includes the only Friday 

the 13th of 2014. Ignore the traditional fears of it being 
an unlucky day and let Friday the 13th fear you. For 
27 lucky B Connected members, this day will be extra 
lucky as they will be selected to win a share of over 
$25,000 “Slot Dollars” in the “Lucky Friday the 13th 
Giveaway” with one lucky player winning the grand 
prize of $13,000 “Slot Dollars.”  Join us on Friday the 
13th from 7:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. and defy the super-
stition by winning big.

Come enjoy a special time amongst friends and 
neighbors at Treasure Chest Casino where we will be 

serving up a whole lot of summer fun!
Restrictions apply for all promotions. See the B 

Connected Club for full details and rules. Participants 
must be 21 or older to enter in any events and give-
aways.    

Treasure Chest Casino is located at 5050 Wil-
liams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain 
in Laketown. For more information visit www.trea-
surechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

Treasure Chest’s live entertainment for June
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertain-

ment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure 
Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 5050 Williams 
Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 24 hours on 
Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 

a.m. Sunday through Thursday. The casino’s phone 
number is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s website, www.
treasurechestcasino.com, for more information.

Below is the weekly list of entertainment, 
schedule and times subject to change.  

Sun., June 1
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., June 4
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., June 5
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Foret Tradition

Fri., June 6
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

The Full Moon

Sat., June 7
9:00 p.m-1:00 am

River City Hit Squad

Sun., June 8
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., June 11
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., June 12
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Refried Confuzion

Fri., June 13
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

At Fault

Sat., June 14
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Redline Band

Sun., June 15
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., June 18
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., June 19
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Esplanade

Fri., June 20
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Flipside

Sat., June 21
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
John Pierre and  

Expressions

Sun., June 22
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., June 25
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., June 26
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

The TopCats

Fri., June 27
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Seabrook

Sat., June 28
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Michael Buble Tribute

Sun., June 29
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

debt increased, happiness declined, as did entrepre-
neurship. Both of these findings make sense. A big 
debt load can be a cause of worry and if you are al-
ready in debt, you will be unlikely to want to forego a 
steady paycheck in order to start a business with an 
uncertain future. I was reminded of this recently when 
a young employee told me that she was delaying her 
wedding in order to first pay off her student loans. This 
shows an admirable desire to enter her marriage debt-
free but I wonder if she might be missing out on the 
really fun early years of a marriage because of her debt.

Interestingly, some of the happiest and most 
engaged workers were accepted into elite universities 
but attended lesser costing schools. Some researchers 
think that this is a combination of the psychic satisfac-
tion of knowing that you were wanted combined with 
the contentment that comes from making a financially 
more cautious decision.

One thing was consistent across all colleges was 
that engagement with an interesting professor made 
a big difference in both academic and financial out-
comes.

The take away from this seems to be that when 
picking a college, the two things that seem to matter 
most are ending debt level and intellectual engage-
ment with at least one professor. So when you evalu-
ate colleges, look for the lowest ending debt level and 
hopefully at least one really good professor. So, if that 
expensive elite university said no, you your child may 
actually be better off.   

Guy Williams is president and chief executive 
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their 
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Bou-
levard. Brian Behlar, branch manager, can be con-
tacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s 
website at www.gulfbank.com.
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The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with 
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are 
welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions 
and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Recipe CornerRecipe Corner
Meatloaf Burgers    

By foodieforone.com

Gustavo went to town late last night with fresh ground chuck and an array  
of seasonings to create “Meatloaf Burgers.” Who doesn’t love a tender meatloaf  
and prepared burger style? The end result: perfection!

2 1/2 pounds fresh ground chuck; 2 eggs; 2 teaspoons oregano; 2 teaspoons Cajun 
seasoning; 2 yellow onions, roasted and minced; 2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce;  
2 teaspoons garlic powder; 1/2 cup seasoned bread crumbs; 1 teaspoon kosher salt  
and cracked black pepper

Mix all ingredients and form into a loaf. Place on a sheet pan and refrigerate overnight 
or bake right away. Bake at 325 degrees for one hour and then broil for four minutes.

Let rest for five minutes and slice.

We chose foodieforone’s homemade challah buns for our meatloaf burgers or you can 
choose your burger bun of choice.

Add roasted tomato and roasted onions to top of your meatloaf burger and enjoy!

To roast onions and tomatoes, slice thick and place on a sheet pan, drizzle generously 
with olive oil and sprinkle with kosher salt, cracked black pepper and oregano. Bake for 
40 minutes at 350 degrees.

Recipe Corner_0614.indd   1 5/23/14   8:48 PM

Reduce hair loss by 33%  
in 12 weeks – 97% natural

Aveda’s new invati hair care line  
for thicker, fuller hair!

At GeorGy’s Now!!

Georgys_0614.indd   1 5/23/14   8:49 PM

Questions to ask about caring for elderly parents in your home 
By Marie M. Clesi

Caring for elderly 
parents in your home 
can be a big change 
and a challenge. One 

way to help ease the transition is to make physical 
alterations – some minor, some potentially major – 
to your living environment in order to make things 
easier, safer and less stressful for everyone.

Different people age differently, with differ-
ent concerns and needs. The alterations you may 
want to make to your home will depend on things  

 
 
like the mobility, vision and cognitive ability of your  
elderly parents. Other factors, such as your financial 
resources and your home’s structure and layout, will 
also affect how much you can do.

First, get an accurate sense of your elderly 
parent’s abilities and needs

Observe them around their home or yours
How steady are they when moving around? How 

comfortable are they navigating stairs and in the 
bathroom? Do they have trouble seeing and finding 
things? Are they able to easily do things you might 

take for granted, like opening doors, turning on fau-
cets and reaching shelves and cupboards?

Talk to their physician or other caregivers
Learn more about their specific health issues 

such as mobility, vision, hearing and cognition. (Note: 
You’ll need to check with their health care providers 
to see what type of permission or documentation 
they will require in order for them to share your par-
ent’s private health information with you.)

Take specific steps when dealing with demen-
tia

If your parent suffers from some degree of de-
mentia or cognitive impairment, you may need to 
take extra, more intensive steps to make your home 
safe and comforting for them. It could mean drasti-
cally altering access around your home to things like 
automobiles and appliances.

Next, see what changes may be needed in or-
der to care for elderly parents in your home

It may be useful to hire an occupational thera-
pist or other expert such as a nurse or physical thera-
pist to assess your home. If that’s not possible, consid-
er asking another elderly person to take a look at your 
living area through their eyes. Getting a third party’s 
insight into needed changes can be more honest and 
useful than what you may or may not hear from your 
parent, who might be unaware of or embarrassed to 
admit their limitations or afraid of being too much of 
a “burden” on you.

Some modifications to consider making
Around the house
Find out which doorways and hallways in your 

home are wide enough to accommodate wheelchairs 
and/or walkers if necessary. Use strong, high-wattage 
bulbs and consider replacing older fluorescent light-
ing with incandescent lighting. (Fluorescent lights 
that flicker or create glare can be hard on aging 
eyes.) Replace round doorknobs with lever handles 
that are easier to open. Consider removing or cover-
ing up floor surfaces that could become slippery or 
cause tripping, including tile floors (especially in the 
kitchen and bathrooms), raised doorway thresholds, 
loose rugs and carpet with a deep or uneven shag. 
Move power and extension cords well out of the way 
and tape them down to avoid tripping.

In the kitchen and laundry room
Make sure light switches, cabinets, drawers 

and appliances are at a comfortable level for some-
one who is seated and/or cannot easily bend down or 
reach up. Put strip lighting under cabinets to provide 
more counter-top light. Get clocks, phones, thermo-
stats and appliances with larger, brighter buttons and 
numbers or digital displays. Lower your water heater 
temperature or install scald-proof faucets.

In the bathroom
Replace fixed showerheads with flexible, hand-

held heads. Replace glass shower doors with curtains. 
Put shower seats in the bathtub or shower as well 
as non-slip mats or tape. Make sure there’s a night-
light in place and a well-lit path from your parent’s 
bedroom. Install special rails or equipment in the 
bathroom, including raised toilet seats and bars and 
handles to aid with getting up and down.

In the bedroom
You may need to buy a new bed for your parent, 

rent or lease a hospital bed or install bed rails and/
or grab bars. Set up an intercom or communication 
system, perhaps using a baby monitor. Have working 
smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors near 
the bedroom and a special firefighter alert sticker for 
the bedroom window. Make sure you can keep their 
sleeping area warm enough without using a space 
heater.

In stairways
Decide if you can you convert a ground floor 

room into your parent’s bedroom or if you may need 
to install an elevator or motorized stair lift chair to 
an upper floor. Check to see if you need new or ad-
ditional handrails on stairs. If you already have hand-
rails, make sure they’re strong enough. Have two-way 
light switches at the top and bottom of stairways. Put 
down special bright-contrast tape at the edge of each 
step.

Outside the home
Fix uneven, cracked or damaged outdoor walk-

ways and consider replacing cobblestones or step-
ping-stones in the yard or garden. Install wheelchair 
ramps in the garage or driveway as necessary. Make 
sure entranceways, locks and doorbells are well lit at 
night.

Go over your budget to see what modifica-
tions are financially realistic

Those checklists can be daunting, but chances 
are you won’t have to do everything and certainly not 
all at once. Not everyone can afford to completely re-
model when caring for elderly parents in their home, 
but shop around and compare contractor and build-
ing costs as well as the cost of new or used equipment 
and its installation. Research what Medicare will and 
will not cover and then talk with your financial advi-
sor to see if grants or loans are available for home 
adaptation. Also remember that having an extra per-
son living in your home will affect your family’s usual 
monthly budget when it comes to food, transporta-
tion and supply costs.

Prepare for emotional challenges as well
Finally, no matter how many physical modifi-

cations you make, caring for elderly parents in your 
home can be an emotional strain on both you and 
them. You will both be sacrificing some of your in-
dependence and privacy; they may also be worried 
about being a burden, while you might fear you don’t 
have the proper knowledge or experience to properly 
care for them. Be sure to communicate with each 
other as much as possible and don’t be afraid to ask 
outside experts for advice, support or counseling.  

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi In-
surance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a 
select State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Ca-
sualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, 
renter’s, life and health insurance along with finan-
cial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans 
Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contact-
ed at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. 
Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net. 
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On May 19, 2014, Mayor Michael S. Yenni, Chief Steve Caraway 
and Kenner’s Office of Emergency Management held their annual 
Regional Response Partners’ Hurricane Season Preparedness meet-
ing at Kenner Police Headquarters. These meetings have been con-
ducted since 2009. The purpose of the session is to bring together 
agencies and organizations that provide services to or that work 
collaboratively with the city of Kenner year round and that may be 
called upon to respond to Kenner in the event of a major storm. Par-
ticipants review agency-specific emergency plans, identify capabili-
ties and resources, discuss strategy, identify points of contacts and 
address issues of common concern, such as Contraflow, mutual aid, 
sheltering, re-entry protocols and relief operations. The meeting 
facilitates close coordination between region-wide governmental 
and non-government entities during and following a disaster. This 
year, the event was attended by over 70 representatives from various 
military, federal, state, parish and local entities.

Mayor Yenni opened the meeting with a discussion of the im-
portance of regional partnerships, collaboration and cooperation. 
He described the current state of emergency preparedness in Ken-
ner and the importance of local initiatives to protect Kenner resi-
dents and businesses during a disaster. Mayor Yenni also discussed 
continued efforts by his administration to obtain grant funding to 
build out the City’s Emergency Operations Center (EOC) and pro-
vide adequate resources to support and protect our first responders 
(police, fire, EMS), incident management team and city employees 
who remain on duty during disaster response and recovery activities.

Chief Administrative Officer Michael Quigley and Deputy Chief 
Administrative Officer Natalie Newton outlined the city’s unified ap-
proach to incident management and coordination of municipal ser-
vices. Kenner’s Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, Doug Dodt, 
provided an overview of the city’s incident management capabili-
ties and described department field activities as well as prioritized 
municipal operations during and following a major storm event. 
Police Chief-elect Michael Glaser introduced himself to attendees, 
assuring seamless continuity of law enforcement planning and op-
erations throughout the upcoming storm season. Fire Chief John 
Hellmers discussed his agency’s response to nursing homes and in-
dependent living centers following a recent storm and emphasized 
the importance of pre-planning for families and care facilities to 
address the medical needs of those individuals with special needs.

Also participating were Jefferson Parish Councilman Ben 
Zahn, Kenner City Councilwoman Maria DeFrancesch, a represen-
tative of Councilman Keith Reynaud, as well as Councilmen-elect 
Michael Sigur and Dominick Impastato. All offered their support to 
continue effective information sharing between city officials, resi-
dents and business owners during and following a severe weather 
event. State Senator Gary Smith was also represented at the meet-
ing, ensuring open lines of communication to the state legislature 
on matters involving Kenner.

The office of Jefferson Parish President John Young was repre-
sented by Chief Assistant for Operations Brian Fitzsimmons along 
with Charles Hudson, director of Jefferson Parish Emergency Man-
agement. Hudson provided information on parish-wide emergency 
planning, evacuation decision making and the level of coordination 
amongst municipal, parish, state and federal agencies during a ma-
jor event. In addition, several key preparedness initiatives under-
taken by the parish were promoted.

Residents were urged to sign up for the JP Alert community 
alert system.

Businesses and emergency contractors should sign up or re-
new re-entry placards.

It is important for residents with significant medical needs 
to register with the Parish Special Needs Registry.

Residents should pre-register for the Disaster Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (DSNAP).

With the advent of more detailed National Weather Service 
(NWS) surge mapping capabilities, residents are strongly urged 
to closely monitor and heed surge advisories in addition to hur-
ricane storm advisories.

Commanders from Louisiana State Police Troop B discussed 
Contraflow operations as well as that agency’s close working rela-
tionship with the Kenner Police Department and other area law en-

forcement agencies during and following a major storm event. The 
Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) 
discussed highway maintenance as well as the agency’s New Orleans 
Traffic Management Center (TMC) and Motorist Assistance Patrol 
activities during evacuation operations. The new MY DOTD traffic 
alert system, which provides timely regional and statewide road clo-
sure and evacuation information to motorists, was announced.

Vineyard Church provided information on its considerable vol-
unteer and relief efforts. Officials from the Louisiana Department of 
Health and Hospitals, Office of Public Health discussed shelters and 
public health initiatives. The Jefferson Parish Employees Federal 
Credit Union provided information on emergency preparation and 
services for members during a disaster.

The Louisiana Department of Children and Family Services 
addressed regional assisted evacuation operations as well as state-
wide mass care/sheltering operations. The Jefferson Parish Public 
School System provided information on plans for closures and re-
opening of public schools throughout the parish. A representative 
of the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL) de-
scribed assistance to Kenner’s considerable Hispanic population in 
the event of a major storm. LACAL provides Spanish language inter-
preter services to the EOC during major storms and works closely 
with Kenner’s Hispanic Resource Center to address local resident 
needs.

The New Orleans Aviation Board Communications Office dis-
cussed storm-related conditions and activities affecting air opera-
tions at Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport. The 
Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office addressed coordinating emergency 
plans with Kenner police, including enhanced security and traffic 
controls put into effect at the airport during air evacuation opera-
tions related to severe weather conditions.

Utility companies in attendance included Entergy, Atmos En-
ergy, Cox Communications and Veolia Wastewater, whose represen-
tatives provided information on pre-storm maintenance initiatives, 
pre-staging of equipment and repair crews and plans for rapid de-
ployment of personnel for restorative operations following a signifi-
cant storm event.

Representatives from the Pontchartrain Center management 
staff were on hand to discuss that facility’s usefulness for staging 
and other activities. The Esplanade mall management provided de-
tailed information on retail activities at the facility in the event of 
a storm.

The East Jefferson Levee District Police Department detailed 
their plans for increased levee patrols, monitoring and emergency 
response and support of local law enforcement during storm events.

Representatives from Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner and 
East Jefferson General Hospital as well as EJGH Emergency Medi-
cal Service (EMS) discussed medical care and emergency services 
during storm events.

The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary detailed capabilities 
of its emergency communications (EMCOMM) team, which embeds 
with the city of Kenner at its Emergency Operations Center (EOC) 
providing essential backup communications during major storm 
events.

Representatives from various city agencies, including legal, 
finance, public works, Kenner television (K-TV), information tech-
nology and telecommunications, community development, human 
resources, purchasing, inspection and code enforcement, parks and 
recreation, clerk of court and fleet management participated in the 
meeting.

Dodt announced that the city’s Office of Emergency Manage-
ment also works closely with the Regional Transit Authority (RTA) 
to ensure local bus service along pre-determined lines during des-
ignated evacuation periods. “We collaborate with the American Red 
Cross concerning the establishment of post-storm emergency shel-
ters when appropriate and necessary and communicate regularly 
with the East Jefferson Levee District to address levee conditions, 
security and surveillance. Our office flood control efforts also in-
clude close coordination with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers con-
cerning all matters of construction along the levee system in Ken-
ner,” said Dodt. “The Port of South Louisiana in Reserve, Louisiana, 

Kenner Office of Emergency Management hosts annual Regional 
Response Partners’ Hurricane Preparedness meeting
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JPPSS announces second application period for 
advanced study academies with open seats

The Jefferson Parish Public School System 
(JPPSS) will hold a second application period from 
June 26 to July 10, 2014 for its Advanced Study Acad-
emies (ASA) in only those grade levels with open-
ings for the 2014-2015 school year and no wait lists.

Only students who meet specific criteria will 
be eligible to apply during this second round. That 
includes students who have become newly eligible 
for testing based on their spring 2014 test results or 
students who did not participate in the initial 2014-
2015 application phase.

Applications will be made available in late 
June on the website at www.jpschools.org/asa and 

at the JPPSS Administration Building at 501 Man-
hattan Blvd. in Harvey.

Completed applications must be hand deliv-
ered to the administration building during the two-
week open application period, June 26 to July 10, 
2014, between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. The office will 
hold extended hours on Wednesday, July 2 and July 
9, 2014, from 8:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. The district 
will be closed for the Independence Day holiday on 
July 4, 2014. 

For more information contact the ASA admis-
sions office at 349-7792 or Julia.Johns@jppss.k12.
la.us.   

464-4662 • The Esplanade Mall
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. 

Offer expires 5/31/14

Custom Framing Services
includes custom design, mounting, matting, glass & installation  

with purchase of custom frame at regular price (up to 32”x40”)

50%Off

Artist: Brad Thompson

Artist: Terrence Osborne

The Frame Shoppe_0614.indd   1 5/23/14   8:54 PM

JOIN KBA 
Food, Fun, Networking
Thursday, June 19, 2014   

5:30 p.m.- 7:30 p.m.
Location: Integrity Carpets 
2835 Virginia Street, Kenner

Sponsored by  
Integrity Carpets  

( Brian Litolff)

Luncheon reservations:  
email reservations@kennerbusinessassociation.com 
or call Mary-Sharon at 441-6106.

www.kennerbusinessassociation.com 

KENNER 
BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION

Since 1985 Bringing 
Kenner Businesses and 
Our Community Together

KBA_0614.indd   1 5/23/14   8:55 PM

The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

June 12 & 26, 2014
at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!
Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills

Be A Confident Public Speaker
Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

nolaeaa.org

EAA_0614.indd   1 5/23/14   8:56 PM

Muscle strain: A common sports injury
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.

A muscle strain 
or “pulled” muscle 
represents a com-
mon musculoskeletal 
condition and is the 

most common injury seen with sports participa-
tion. Muscle strains occur in people of all ages 
from professional athletes to recreational athletes 
to individuals just trying to stay in shape.

Muscle strains are defined as partial or com-
plete tears of muscle and they usually occur near 

the muscle-tendon junction. The mechanism of in-
jury to muscle is usually a rapid eccentric muscle 
contraction, where the muscle lengthens as it con-
tracts. Eccentric muscle contraction generates 
higher forces than concentric muscle contrac-
tion. Muscles that cross two joints are frequently 
affected by strain injuries. The hamstring group 
(located in back of thigh and crosses the hip and 
knee joints), the rectus femoris (located in front of 
thigh and crosses the hip and knee joints) and the 
gastrocnemius (located in back of leg and crosses 

the knee and ankle joints) are all susceptible to 
strain injuries.

Diagnosis of a muscle strain can be made 
with a careful history and physical examination. 
Patients often report onset of pain during intense 
activity. Physical examination will usually show 
swelling, bruising and tenderness in the area of 
muscle injury. With a complete muscle rupture, a 
palpable defect may be present. Range of motion 
of adjacent joints will be painful and may be re-
stricted. Weakness is also a common finding with 
muscle strains. Plain X-rays will usually appear 
normal. MRI scanning is not usually necessary 
but is sometimes used to determine the severity 
of muscle injury.

Treatment of muscle strains initially consists 
of rest, ice and compression along with nonste-
roidal anti-inflammatory medication. After a few 
days as pain and swelling have subsided, physical 

therapy is initiated to regain strength and range of 
motion. Return to activity and sports participation 
is allowed only after full range of motion and near 
full strength is restored. Performing proper warm-
up and avoiding severe fatigue may help prevent 
muscle strains. An evaluation by your orthopedic 
surgeon is necessary to properly diagnose and 
treat a muscle strain injury.   

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified 
orthopedic surgeon with over 13 years of experi-
ence. The Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine 
is a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete 
musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in 
shoulder and knee injuries. Offices are located 
in Kenner and Metairie. For additional informa-
tion call 467-5900 or visit www.nolasportsmedi-
cine.com.

 

Jefferson Parish Public School System 2014-2015 
student transfer request forms now available

Student transfer request forms for the 2014-15 
school year are available online or may be picked 
up at the system’s compliance office, located at 501 
Manhattan Boulevard, Suite 1100 in Harvey since 
April 29, 2014, between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. The transfer request pro-
cess is for students who wish to transfer to a school 
outside his or her attendance zone.

All transfer requests must be signed and may 
be sent to the compliance office by fax, hand deliv-
ery or mail.

Types of transfers include Advanced Study 
Academy (ASA), extraordinary circumstance, spe-
cial education – extraordinary circumstance, inter-
district transfer and permission form (deadline 
June 20, 2014), magnet school/magnet program, 
majority-to-minority (deadline June 30, 2014) and 
tag along (deadline June 30, 2014).

For more information on each of these trans-
fers and to access the forms, visit www.jpschools.
org/families/transfer-requests. Call 365-5312 with 
any questions or concerns.   

$69 per person - Semi-formal
For ticket info contact 

Alfred Reyes at 908-3140
www.alumniclass.com

Alfred Bonnabel High School
Multi-Class Reunion

 Saturday, October 11, 2014
The Rose Garden - Harahan

7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m
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In Operation over 18 years
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When I was in 
London for the first 
time I heard a song in 
my favorite pub, The 

Queen’s Head, in Holborn. The barmaids would 
sing it at precisely10:50 p.m. and it always ended 

“Time, gentlemen, time.” That meant it was closing 
time and you had five or ten minutes to drink up 
and get out.

Well, it’s time for me to drink up and get out. 
This is my last column for the Kenner Star. I figure 
20 years is long enough for you to put up with my 
nonsense. Many of the pieces I have written are 
autobiographical and I thought I would take a look 
back over the 240 (give or take) columns that I 
have done and give you an idea of the fun I have 
had in my life. So here we go.

Sometimes I would do a profile on someone 
I had come to know and love. But there was one 
exception – Madelyn Murray O’Hair, the atheist 
lady who got prayer taken out of our schools. I 
asked her how she felt being America’s most-hated 
woman. She replied that she didn’t give a damn. 
But she prefaced the D word with the G(od) word. 
I immediately said “Who did you say?” She laughed 
and said, “Everybody says it, it doesn’t mean a 
thing.”

No, when I talk about people I love, I am 
referring to people like Archbishop Philip Hannan, 
who gave me employment on his television station 
doing a talk show five days a week for a year.

In 1993, “The Arch” turned eighty years old 

and he was honored with a birthday banquet at 
the New Orleans Hilton. I was asked to be the 
emcee. Hannan’s friend, Bob Hope, was turning 90 
out in California, and I got him to send a letter to 
Hannan which I read at the dinner. Hope said he 
was always willing to wish a happy birthday to “a 
youngster like Archbishop Hannan.”

Hannan was not only a man of God, he was a 
man of his word, who spent his entire life helping 
others. Just a nice guy. Bob Hope made it to 100, 
but Hannan had to settle for 98 years. I’ll tell you 
this – if Madelyn Murray O’Hair had ever met 
Philip Hannan we’d still have prayer in our schools.

The same week Hannan died in September 
of 2011, another friend of mine, Buddy Stall, 
passed. Buddy spent his life telling people about 
New Orleans and Louisiana and he was one of 
our best ambassadors. Buddy was known for his 
knowledge of Mardi Gras, but I got to work with 
him on a couple of documentaries about Metairie 
Cemetery. Buddy wasn’t all that interested in the 
architecture of the tombs and monuments, he was 
interested in the history. You learn an awful lot of 
history when you walk through a cemetery. And 
now Buddy Stall is part of the history of Metairie 
Cemetery.

One of my favorite columns on people who 
were loved by everybody was about Jerry Romig, 
the long-time stadium announcer for the New 
Orleans Saints. When he was inducted into the 
Saints Hall of Fame, his best line at the luncheon 
wasn’t funny (and he is a funny guy), but it was 

The last column – 20 years of Clancy in the Kenner Star
By Ed Clancy

 

provides information on maritime hurricane pre-
paredness all along the Lower Mississippi River 
and keeps city officials abreast of river conditions. 
Our office coordinates with the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Fisheries and the U.S. Coast 
Guard to enhance its first responder training and 
ability to conduct waterborne and urban search 
and rescue operations. Our office also plans and 
trains with local railroads, including AMTRAK, 
Canadian National and Union Pacific, to address 
any emergencies that might affect rail lines run-
ning through the region.”

It was announced that Mayor Yenni’s staff 
and the city’s police and fire departments regu-
larly attend public-private partnership meetings 
hosted by the New Orleans Regional Planning 

Commission. Agency representatives are active 
members of the Jefferson Parish Homeland Se-
curity Committee, the Jefferson Parish Local 
Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) and the 
Region 1 Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI).

“Effective hurricane and disaster response 
requires continual collaboration, planning and 
attention to detail” said Mayor Yenni. “Kenner’s 
city administration works year round to develop 
and sustain close relationships with our regional 
response partners.”

“As we enter the 2014 hurricane season, Ken-
ner residents and business owners should feel 
confident that city of Kenner officials and em-
ployees stand prepared to respond sufficiently to 
storm events. Year-round planning, training and 
coordination ensures that all of Kenner’s agencies 
are capable of responding in a unified fashion to 
meet the needs of our community,” said Dodt.   

Hurricane preparedness
 from page 17

certainly memorable: he wants to be the Saints’ 
announcer “till the day I die.” But, last year he 
decided he had to hang up his earphones. I ended 
that column with “Jerry, we wish you ‘First Downs’ 
for the rest of your life. First down, and heaven to 
go.”

I well remember my adventure of November 
9, 1965, when I not only got caught on “Candid 
Camera” in New York City, I got caught in the 
most widespread electrical blackout in American 
history on the same day. It lasted for twelve hours 
and covered several states in the northeastern U.S. 
When I got home to Syracuse, all that my friends 
wanted to know about was the Great Blackout. 
They didn’t care that I was on “Candid Camera.” 
 A lesson in humility.

My career in broadcasting allowed me to 
meet some of my heroes, like Ronald Reagan. 
In 1968 at the Republican national convention I 
spotted Reagan coming out of the NBC interview 
booth and went right up to him with my trusty 
little tape recorder. Immediately the vultures 
saw us and began firing questions at him and I 
found myself almost useless on the edge of the 
mob. Worse yet, Reagan kept walking and the mob 
followed him across the press room. I decided to 
take the initiative and started yelling questions at 
Reagan over the heads of my competitors, sticking 
my microphone in the air in his general direction. 
By this time I could just about see his head bobbing 
above the wave of jostling journalists. I yelled 
questions at Reagan and he yelled his answers 
back at me. What a nice guy. And then the whole 
gang of us crashed into a table sending a reporter 
and his typewriter flying.

Richard Nixon was a nice guy too, at least on 
that day in 1963 when I stalked him as he came 
out of his suite at the Hotel Syracuse and I asked 
him if he was going to run against Jack Kennedy. 
He said no, and rather than end the interview I 
followed him down the hall asking questions and I 
followed him right into the elevator.

He asked me, “Are you going up?”

And like a dummy I said, “No thanks,” and 
left the elevator. I could have had five or ten more 
minutes with him. I guess that’s why I didn’t give 
up on Ronald Reagan five years later.

I did several columns on my daughters, Liz 
and Alex, but if I deal with them here, I’ll just wind 
up with tears in my eyes like I did when I read 
some of them in public a few years ago.

I’m running out of my 20 years and I haven’t 
talked about my rants. I had two favorites rant 
topics. One was on language. Words and phrases 
that should be banned due to misuse, abuse and 
overuse. Such as “at this point in time,” “trickle-
down effect,” “early on,” “at the end of the day,” 

“do-able,” “impacted,” “audibilized,” “they came to 
play,” “hands on experience,” “arguably,” “exactly 
right”...and don’t get me started on “don’t get me 
started.”

My other favorite rant is about aluminum 
baseball bats, which I consider dangerous and a 
blot on the history of the game. As I put it in my 
column, what if Babe Ruth had been forced to 
use an aluminum bat? He would not have been 
known as the “Sultan of Swat.” He would have 
been known as “The Caliph of Clink” or “The 
Behemoth of Bink.” It could have been even worse 
with “The Prince of Plunk,” “The King of Clunk,” 

“The Monarch of Metal” or the The Ayatollah of 
Aluminum.”

It went on and on, but I made my point.
Well, the 20 years is gone, but before I go I 

want to thank all of you who have let me know you 
have read and enjoyed this column. I appreciate 
the opportunity to be able to write my column and 
I also thank Candy Lovitt for putting up with my 
misplaced commas and unnecessary italics. And 
for all the support and loyalty for the past two 
decades.

“Time, gentlemen, time!”  

Ed Clancy can be reached via email at ed-
clancy2@aol.com or at his blogsite, ed-clancy.
blogspot.com.

SEAN SCHAFF BENEFIT 
Sean Schaff, age 29 is battling a rare form of brain cancer, 

Atypical Teratoid Rhabdoid Tumor. 

Sean has a wife, Elaina and two children, 

Annabelle, 2, and Nolan, 7 months.

 St. Ann, Archbishop Rummel High School and LSU alumnus. 
Eagle Scout, Marine corporal serving in Iraq.

Donations needed, make checks payable to  
Sean Schaff Donation Account, mail to:

HGI attn: Steven Hebert
P.O. Box 8093

Metairie, LA   70011
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A pair of teammates forever linked 
through time and a memorable mo-
ment and Sports Illustrated cover are 
set to become the newest members of 

the Saints Hall of Fame.
Former New Orleans Saints quarterback Aaron Brooks and 

kicker John Carney were introduced as the class of 2014 at a press 
conference on May 20, 2014, at the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in 
the Mercedes-Benz Superdome.

The moment frozen in time came on September 11, 2005 as 
Brooks drove the Saints into scoring position and Carney calmly 
booted a 47-yard field goal on the final play of the game to lift the 
Saints to an emotional 23-20 victory over the Panthers at Charlotte. 
The emotion stemmed from the fact that it was the first regular sea-
son game following the tragedy of Hurricane Katrina rendering much 
of New Orleans and the Gulf South helpless, on its knees. The Saints 
played with heavy hearts and tremendous emotion on that day. After 
Carney hit the game-winner, he and Brooks embraced in a moment 
that was captured by Sports Illustrated and became the cover of the 
publication.

Brooks played error-free football, completing 18-of-24 passes for 
192 yards. He connected on passes of 11 and 25 yards to Joe Horn to 
set up Carney’s winning kick.

Brooks played for the Saints from 2000-2006 (six seasons). He 
was originally drafted in the fourth round by Green Bay in 1999, 

where he watched Brett Favre operate and battled Matt Hasselbeck 
for the number two quarterback position. With the Packers, Mike 
McCarthy was the quarterbacks coach and he was a big supporter of 
Brooks. Following the 1999 season, McCarthy was hired by new Saints 
head coach Jim Haslett as his offensive coordinator. The Saints swiftly 
traded for Brooks to serve as a backup to Jeff Blake.

When Blake broke his foot in a week 11 contest, Brooks was 
called upon and he produced immediately, leading the Saints to a 
memorable win over the defending world champion St. Louis Rams 
31-24 in his very first start, running for two scores and throwing for 
one.

In a 31-27 win at San Francisco, Brooks passed for two scores 
and rushed for 108 yards, the only quarterback in franchise history to 
ever rush for 100 or more yards.

In a 23-7 win over the Falcons which clinched the NFC South 
division title, Brooks completed 24-of-35 passes for 285 yards.

In the playoffs, the Saints ousted the defending champion Rams 
31-28 for their first-ever playoff win. Brooks was the primary reason, 
passing for 266 yards and four touchdowns and rushing for 26 yards. 
Brooks had to carry the Saints with both Ricky Williams and Joe Horn 
out injured.

Brooks went on to play solid football for the Saints from 2001-
2004 though the Saints did not make the playoffs. Following the 2004 
season, McCarthy departed to become offensive coordinator of the 
San Francisco 49ers. Then came Katrina.

Anyone who judges the Saints based on the 2005 season is 
simply not being fair or seeing things clearly. No NFL team has ever 
endured and attempted to operate under more adverse conditions. 
Things ended badly for Brooks as he was eventually benched in favor 
of Todd Bouman and his days in New Orleans ended at season’s end.

Brooks played well for the Saints. He is second all-time with 120 
passing touchdowns and in 300-yard passing games with 10. He had 
16 fourth quarter or overtime game-winning drives.

Unfortunately, some will always view him as the guy who 
seemed aloof, threw the ball backwards, who smiled after bad plays 
and seemed distant at times. To say he was misunderstood is accu-
rate. The honor brings closure and redemption to Brooks.

Carney is clearly deserving. As the fourth all-time leading scorer 
in NFL history, Carney is one of just two players to play in the NFL in 
four different decades, joining George Blanda in that capacity.

After being cast aside by San Diego, who felt Carney was nearing 
the end of his career, the Saints jumped on him. All he did was kick 
for 11 more seasons in the NFL.

Over eight seasons with the Saints, Carney amassed the all-time 
leader in field goal percentage in Saints history at 82.8 percent con-

versions. Carney ranks second all-time in points, field goals made and 
points after touchdown in Saints history.

Carney was very consistent and dependable, both on and off the 
field. He was a consummate professional, a class act in every sense 
of the word.

In 2006, Carney converted 23-of-25 field goal attempts (92 
percent) as the Saints made the playoffs and beat the Philadelphia 
Eagles 27-24 in the playoffs as Carney kicked a pair of field goals as 
the Saints advanced to the NFC Championship game for the first time 
ever.

Despite his terrific season, Carney was jettisoned at season’s 
end, largely due to not getting depth on kickoffs. The Saints brought 
in Olindo Mare, which did not work out.

Not forgetting Carney, the Saints brought him back for 11 games 
in 2009 and briefly in 2010. They even asked him to stick around and 
coach his replacement, Garrett Hartley. A lesser man would have 
been bitter. Carney is not that guy. He is the ultimate team player, 
one who earned the respect of Hartley, Sean Payton and everyone he 
came in contact with. 

When they saw each other for the first time upon their arrival for 
the announcement of their pending induction into the Saints Hall of 
Fame, the two embraced again. It was only appropriate.

The induction will take place this fall, likely the weekend of No-
vember 14-16, 2014, in conjunction with the Saints home game with 
the Cincinnati Bengals. Brooks and Carney will become the 43rd and 
44th inductees into the Saints Hall of Fame, located at Gate B on the 
plaza level of the Mercedes-Benz Superdome.

Also set to be honored are the duo of Al Nastasi and Tony Piazza.
Nastasi and Piazza will receive the Joe Gemelli Fleur De Lis 

award for their long-time service as members of the New Orleans 
Saints chain gang for over four decades. Along with serving the Saints 
in that capacity, Nastasi and Piazza have also worked the chains for 
all ten Super Bowls held in New Orleans.

The Joe Gemelli Fleur De Lis award is presented annually to in-
dividuals who have contributed to the betterment of the New Orleans 
Saints and supported the franchise over an extended period of time 
in his or her endeavors.   

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO 990 
AM/WGSO.com and is president and general manager of 
www.SportsNola.com. Trahan is the also the general man-
ager and chairman of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame 
Museum in the Louisiana Superdome, and runs the Life  
Resources Sports Ministry.

Brooks earns redemption, Carney brings class to Saints Hall of Fame
By Ken Trahan

In April 2014, Stephen Robinson, Jr. was named as the 
new chief executive officer for Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. 
Robinson joins Ochsner with over 14 years of progressive health 
care leadership. His prior experience includes vice president of 
operations/administrator for Tulane-Lakeside Hospital and as-
sistant vice president of operations for Tulane Medical Center. 
Most recently, Robinson served as the chief operating officer 
at Lakeview Regional Medical Center in Covington, Louisiana.

Robinson holds a master’s degree in healthcare adminis-
tration from Tulane University, School of Public Health, as well 
as a bachelor’s degree from Tulane University. Robinson is a 
fellow in the American College of Healthcare Executives and 
has previously served on the United Way Leadership Council for 
St. Tammany Parish, the North Shore Business Council, as well 
as the North Shore Healthcare Alliance.

Robinson and his wife, Aimee, reside in Metairie along with 
their three children, Olivia, Conrad and Bryce.    

Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner announces Robinson as 
new chief executive officer

Stephen Robinson, Jr.

Health
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Latin American News

Emergencies or disasters could, 
individually or in combination, create 
dire conditions to us varying in scope 
and intensity from causing minimal 

damage locally, in a multi-parish area or state-wide with the possibil-
ity of extensive devastation and loss of life.

The state of Louisiana has the primary responsibility to devel-
op emergency management plans for incident and or disaster, but 
they are only as good as we understand them and how we prepare 
to protect our property and life. The initial actions of preparedness, 
prevention, mitigation, and response and recovery, in most cases, 
is conducted by our local government if the event necessitates a 
formal declaration of a state of emergency. City officials will make 
notification to Jefferson Parish governing authority and emergency 
management officials. If the event necessitates a formal declara-
tion of a state of emergency by parish officials, notification will be 
made to the parish president and the governor’s office. Assistance 
by the state will be given when it is determined that the disaster or 
emergency is beyond parish and local capabilities to cope with the 
disaster/emergency. Federal assistance will supplement state and a 
local effort if it is beyond their capability to cope with the disaster/
emergency.

A “voluntary” evacuation is when the threat of lives is not yet 
imminent but conditions exist or may exist in the near future.

A “mandatory” evacuation is when danger is eminent and condi-
tions exist that seriously endanger the lives of those in a defined area.

A “forced” evacuation is issued as a last resort when a disaster or 
emergency has been declared and danger of loss of life is imminent.

In an effort to assist the Hispanic community to better prepare 
themselves, listed below are several of the key organizations that of-
fer bilingual services or can refer you to the appropriate organization 
for assistance.

American Red Cross – 620-3105 – Nation’s premier emer-
gency response organization.

State Attorney General’s Office – 225-326-6386 – Consumer 
complaints, crime, health issues, charities and more.

Hispanic Apostolate – 457-3462 – Provides many bilingual 
social services to Hispanics and other immigrants in the New Or-
leans area.

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (HCCL) – 885-4262 – 
HCCL has recognized the new challenges that face Hispanics who 
have moved into the region and are predominantly engaged in 
rebuilding the area.

Jefferson Economic Development Commission (JEDCO) – 
575-3908 – An independent, yet complementary arm of Jefferson 
Parish government with the main objective of attracting, growing 
and creating new business in our area.

Kenner Emergency Preparedness – Doug Dodt – 471-2100.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center -– 469-2570 – The city of 

Kenner is the first community in the state of Louisiana to create a 
resource center for its rapidly growing Hispanic population. The 
center offers various programs as well as access to information 
and referrals for all sorts of issues.

Jefferson Parish Emergency Management – 349-5360.
Latin American Civic Association – 464-4619 or 466-1483 

– Assists the Hispanic community with referrals to programs al-
ready in place. If a program is needed in the Hispanic community 
and no one offers it, LACAL will work with businesses, agencies 
and the community to develop the program.

Louisiana State Agency contact information – Louisiana 
Department of Transportation - 225-379-1232, Louisiana State 
Police Road Closure - 1-800-469-74828 and Governor’s Office of 
Homeland Security - 1-800-469-4828.

New Orleans Parish Emergency Preparedness – Dial 311 
or 1-877-286-6431.

Small Business Administration (SBA) – 1-800-659-2955 – 
Committed to helping small businesses and working closely with 
a wide range of lending partners across the country.

Unidad Hispanoamericana – 466-1483 – Founded more 
than 20 years ago with the vision of preserving the Hispanic cul-
ture and celebrating and sharing the values and beliefs of the vari-
ous Latin American countries.

Community announcements
June 14 &15 – Gala Music and Celebración Hispana in-

vites you to its 4th Kenner Hispanic Summer Fest 2014 at Kenner 
Laketown. For information on sponsorship and/or participation call 
712-7889.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center offers various 
programs as well as access to information and referrals for all sorts of 
issues. For information call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 has Hispanic TV programs every 
Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more informa-
tion and program schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the 
KTV logo.

I leave you with this thought: “There’s no harm in hoping for the 
best as long as you’re prepared for the worst.”  

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for the Latin 
American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL). Email Saddy 
at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent to P.O. 
Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Emergency preparedness    
By Rafael E. Saddy
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“The only remaining East Jefferson post-Ka-
trina project still to be completed by the Corps is 
the Permanent Pump Station on the 17th Street 
Canal,” said Fran Campbell, executive director of 
the East Jefferson Levee District. “Until comple-
tion, East Jefferson is currently being protected by 
the Interim Closure Structure, built immediately 

after Hurricane Katrina to provide temporary pro-
tection while the new structure could be designed 
and constructed. Construction began last year and  
completion is currently projected for 2017.”

Since the beginning of last year’s hurricane 
season, completion of the Fronting Protection Proj-
ects at pump stations has allowed for the opening 
of the all-weather levee access road to bikers and 
pedestrians, who can now travel from the Grand-
lake pump station in Kenner along the West Return 

Floodwall, along the lakefront all-weather access 
road through Kenner and Metairie to under the 
Causeway Bridge which then spans to Bucktown.

“The new access road under the Causeway 
Bridge has tremendously increased the safety of 
those using the road for recreational purposes,” 
said Campbell. “Previously, bikers and pedestrians 
were either forced to risk darting across six lanes of 
traffic on Causeway Boulevard or detouring to the 
red light on West Esplanade to cross safely and get 

back to the levee. The open access to the road has 
been really appreciated by our residents since this 
roadway is a well-used family venue.”

“Once again, we need to remember that while 
our hurricane protection is the best it’s ever been, it 
is still limited. Storms can exceed the protection we 
have in place and residents must heed warnings to 
evacuate,” explained Campbell.   

Levee protection
 from page 1

Laketown
 from page 1

designing and building the projected major rede-
velopment along the waterfront in Laketown.

Reynaud says the $1 million median im-
provement project on Williams from Vintage to 
the lake is funded by the Laketown Fund – a 
hotel-motel tax collected from Kenner’s tourism 
visitors. Reynaud says credit for the fund hav-
ing accumulated to approximately $1 million is 
shared with former Councilman Zahn who is now 
a Jefferson Parish councilman. “Ben could have 

nickeled and dimed the fund while in office but 
instead he let it grow so we could underwrite a big 

project when the time was right,” says Reynaud. 
“He definitely shares the credit for our being able 
to move forward with these street improvements.”

Reynaud says the sculptures that will be 
placed on the Williams Boulevard median have 
been donated by Kenner businessman Henry 
Shane, including a sculpture by metals artist 
Frank Ledbetter.

“Our new sign will welcome visitors to the 
Laketown area,” says Reynaud. “It’s another indi-
cator that we are nearing the day when a fully-de-
veloped Laketown along the waterfront will make 
the transition from being a dream to a reality that 

gives all of us access to Lake Pontchartrain in a 
way that hasn’t existed in 40 years or more.”

Reynaud was elected to the unexpired term 
of former Councilman Zahn, taking office in May 
2012. In February 2014, Reynaud was re-elected 
with no opposition for his first full term which will 
begin on July 1, 2014, and he will be eligible to run 
for a second full four-year term in 2018.  

of bringing a Target store to The Esplanade mall 
as well as the region’s most modern state-of-the-
art multi-screen movie theater, the Grand 14.

“I’m not suggesting that when matters of 
principle arise that you shouldn’t be willing to 
stand alone if necessary,” she said. “I’ve done 
that on more than one occasion. But I’ve also 

been careful not to make disagreements be-
tween colleagues a personal thing. You can’t ac-
complish your goals in politics alone.”

In February 2014, DeFrancesch was elected 
without opposition to one of the two at-large 
posts on the council. “That was a very proud mo-
ment for me,” she says. “I love Kenner. This is a 
wonderful community and a great place to live. 
We have our problems but we’re addressing them. 
I’m honored to have a chance to carry on working 
with the Yenni administration and my colleagues 

on the council to continue to help solve Kenner’s 
problems and make this the finest place to live 
and work in the Gulf South.”

DeFrancesch says that moving from a dis-
trict council seat to an at-large seat requires a 
certain transition. “As a district councilperson, 
I thought first about the district and the people 
that I represented,” says DeFrancesch. “While 
I was, of course, concerned about the city as a 
whole, my priority was District 4. Now, my prior-
ity will be the entire city and working with the 
district councilpersons to help them and our 
constituents achieve their goals.”

DeFrancesch also intends to remain ac-
tively involved in trying to bring more retail an-
chor stores to Kenner, especially The Esplanade 
which she describes as “improved but still with 
a long way to go.” DeFrancesch says she has 
attended many planning meetings for the new 
$800 million north terminal to be built on the 
Veterans Boulevard side of Louis Armstrong New 
Orleans International Airport. She also says she 
has been impressed by the vision and planning 
skills of Aviation Director Iftikhar Ahmad. She 
believes the improved airport is going to be a tre-
mendous asset for Kenner, especially in terms of 
an increased tax revenue stream.

DeFrancesch said Kenner will be greatly 
impacted in a positive way by the recent decision 
of 4th Source, a software company that produces 
products for the health care industry, to move its 
corporate headquarters to Kenner from Atlanta.

The company will add 320 new jobs to the 
region with an additional 412 indirect jobs, many 
of those who will be hired hopefully will choose 
to live in Kenner where their jobs will be located. 

“The 4th Source people are thrilled that they’ll be 
five minutes from the airport, 10 minutes from 
the Pontchartrain Convention Center and 15 
minutes from downtown New Orleans,” says De-
Francesch. “Following 4th Source’s move, other 
similar companies may want to do so as well.”

DeFrancesch has always been optimistic 
about Kenner’s future. Now, she is certain that 
the city is on the right track to establish itself as 
one of the premier cities of the Gulf South region 
where people will want to raise their families. 

“We just have to keep working together,” said De-
Francesch.

DeFrancesch will assume one of the two 
at-large positions on July 1, 2014 for a four-year 
term.    

Budget
 from page 1

There are many steps in the process of develop-
ing the city’s annual fiscal budget that begin in the 
offices of Kenner’s Finance Department and culmi-
nates with the completion of the city budget in June.

First, in early February, the finance depart-
ment requests each city department to prepare a 
proposed budget for the coming year. The finance 
department provides the departments with the in-
formation to use in preparing their requests. Each 
department is provided a monthly report that shows 
its current year’s budget and the amount of dollars 

the department has spent so far for the year. Each 
department is provided with forms to be utilized to 
prepare their proposed budget and are requested to 
prepare their proposed budget along with estimates 
for the remainder of the current year.

The finance department also prepares a projec-
tion of city revenues for the coming fiscal year. This 
includes income from such sources as sales taxes, 
property taxes and Treasure Chest Casino collec-
tions.

By late March, the mayor and his administra-
tion have met with each department head and re-
viewed their proposed budget for consideration. The 
administration also meets with council members to 
get their input on the budget.

With the requested information in hand, the 
administration, working with the department heads, 
forge a proposed budget that is presented by May 1 
to the Kenner City Council by the mayor on behalf of 
his administration.

In May, the city council begins to hold hearings 
on each department’s budget. They question depart-
ment heads and the administration on how the city 
of Kenner is going to spend its proposed budgeted 
money in the upcoming fiscal year. The public is in-
vited to attend the council’s hearings. Residents of 
Kenner will get to have their say about the budget 
at the council meeting in which the council votes on 
the budget. That is expected to be June 5, 2014 this 
year.

It is common for the council to make amend-
ments to the budget before approving it.

It has never happened, but if the council failed 
to approve a budget by June 15, the city charter says 

“it shall be presumed to have adopted the budget sub-
mitted by the mayor”. No mayor in Kenner’s modern 
history has ever vetoed a council-approved budget. 
But if the mayor did veto the budget, the council 
could override the veto with a “super-majority” of 5 
votes. If the council could not muster five votes to 
override the veto, the veto would stand and “it shall 
be presumed to have adopted the budget submitted 
by the mayor.”  

DeFrancesch
 from page 1
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of the safest communities in the Gulf South,” he says. 
“My concern is that we may have to increase police 
pay in order to make it more difficult for other law 
enforcement agencies to recruit our officers. If you 
lose your best officers because other agencies are 
willing to pay them more, that is not positive for the 
city. I will take my lead from Chief Glaser in this mat-
ter. If he thinks that police pay needs to be increased 
for us to keep our competitive edge, then I think we 
ought to seriously pursue the matter of possible pay 
increases for our officers.”

Conley is also concerned about blight in Ken-
ner neighborhoods and says that with his prior ex-
perience as city attorney in Mayor Michael S. Yenni’s 
administration he feels more money will need to be 
allotted in the city budget for demolition of blighted 
homes to make an effect.

“I think that blight in any city is a destructive 
force that reduces the value of homes that have been 
maintained with pride,” says Conley. “I know that in 
some Kenner neighborhoods, we have homes that 
have been unoccupied and untouched for eight or 
nine years. As these homes continue to deteriorate, 
it is a disincentive for other homeowners to keep up 
their homes and also makes prospective homebuy-

ers reluctant to purchase a home in a neighborhood 
where there are one or two blighted residences.”

Conley also wants to investigate the possibil-
ity that some blighted homes are actually owned 
by banks that have foreclosed on the property but 
not done anything to maintain the unoccupied 
homes. “That may be something we’ll need to talk 
to our state legislators about,” said Conley. “There 
should be some accountability because the owner 
of a property, whether an individual or lending in-
stitution, should be responsible for maintaining the 
property. If the city has to demolish a home because 
it has become hopelessly blighted, then the city 
should be able to send a bill to somebody who owns 
the property.”

Conley feels with his prior experience in city 
government that he can make a difference. “I feel 
the council should be a place where people treat 
one another with respect. I hope to do my part to 
bring a sense of cooperation with the objective of 
making Kenner a better city,” said Conley.

Conley said he plans to be a “team player” on 
the council, working cooperatively with other coun-
cil members and the administration. “I’m sure we 
won’t agree on all issues but I feel we can find re-
spectful ways to come to resolutions.”

Conley will be sworn in to one of the two at-
large positions with other council members on July 
1, 2014 for a four-year term.    

Conley
 from page 1

Dodt
 from page 7

phone coverage; and no Internet service. Streets 
could be blocked and rotting debris could be preva-
lent. Packs of dogs may roam the streets. There could 
be significant flooding stranding you and family 
members. These conditions could last for days, per-
haps weeks. Obviously conditions like this can be dif-
ficult to live in, particularly for the elderly, infirmed 
and young children.

Residents of Kenner can feel secure knowing 
that full compliments of our police, fire, public works 
and other city employees, as well as Mayor Yenni’s 

entire staff, will remain on duty throughout a major 
storm. An experienced incident management team 
will be activated during such events. Kenner’s Office 
of Emergency Management works year round with 
federal, state and parish officials to ensure a coor-
dinated response to emergency conditions affecting 
our city.   

Douglas Dodt is the city of Kenner’s Emergen-
cy Preparedness Coordinator. Dodt can be reached 
at 471-2100 or oem@kenner.la.us. For additional 
information on any of the programs mentioned, 
visit Kenner’s Emergency Preparedness webpage 
at www.kenner.la.us/pages/section_6_77.asp. 

Community

Chef Tasheena Butler, a New Orleans native 
and chef, will present three cooking demonstrations 
during the summer at the Eastbank Regional Library 
located 4747 West Napoleon Boulevard in Metairie.

The demonstrations are titled “Bringing the 
Festival Home” and will focus on ways to create New 
Orleans party food in one’s own kitchen. The demon-
strations are offered at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 19, 
Tuesday, July 15, and Tuesday, August 5, 2014.

Each demonstration is free of charge and is 
open to the public. Registration is not required.

Chef Butler was born and raised in New Orleans. 
Shortly after earning her psychology degree from 
the University of New Orleans in 2001, Chef Butler 
enrolled in culinary school at Delgado Community 
College in 2002. She completed the program in the 
summer of 2004 as part of the first class to finish in 
two years.

Chef Butler received her “real-world” cooking 
experience working at Foodie’s Kitchen and learn-
ing from chefs at Commander’s Palace. As part of the 
accounting staff at Commander’s Palace, she gained 
experience in restaurant accounting. Chef Butler’s 
first role as a chef was at Treasure Chest Casino in 
Kenner where she started as a sous chef and was later 
promoted to executive sous chef. She worked at the 
casino for over eight years.

After her appearance on the Food Network’s re-
ality show “Chopped” in 2012, Chef Butler continued 
to pursue her longtime dream of owning a restaurant. 
The dream became reality in October 2013 when she 
opened T. Marie’s Kitchen and Catering in Kenner.

For more information regarding these presenta-
tions, contact Chris Smith, manager of adult program-
ming for the library, at 889-8143 or wcsmith@jeffer-
son.lib.la.us.   

Chef Tasheena Butler hosts free three-part cooking demonstration

A recovery and wellness fair for adults liv-
ing with mental illness and their families will be 
held from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Friday, June 
6, 2014, at the Eastbank Regional Library, locat-
ed at 4747 West Napoleon Boulevard in Metairie.

The fair is sponsored by the National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness - New Orleans. It is free 
of charge and open to the public. Registration is 
not required.

The fair will consist of numerous booths 
that will offer recovery speakers, information 
on housing, education and employment, peer 
support and education, free health screenings, 
health information and resources, wellness priz-
es and chair massages.

For more information about this event, 
contact Renee at www.education@naminewor-
leans.org or call 896-2345.   

Free mental health event offered by 
Jefferson Parish Library On the East Bank, Jefferson Parish, under the 

direction of its Department of Parks and Recreation, 
will open its Lafreniere Spray Park, located at Lafre-
niere Park, 3000 Downs Boulevard in Metairie, adja-
cent to the carousel.

The spray park will be open seven days per 
week beginning Saturday, May 24, 2014, through 
Friday, August 15, 2014. Beginning Saturday, August 
16, 2014, through Sunday, September 28, 2014, Lafre-
niere Spray Park will be open weekends only. Public 
sessions are noon to 7:00 p.m. The cost is $5 per per-

son per 90 minute session. Food, drinks, glass con-
tainers, toys and floats are strictly prohibited.

More than 135 gallons of water per minute is 
keeping children 10 years of age and younger cool 
and wet. The spray park covers approximately 4,000 
square feet of surface and will provide five fun, in-
ground water spray features alternating with five 
above-ground water spray attractions; including 
water “cannons.” For more information on the spray 
park contact Lafreniere Park at 838-4389.   

Lafreniere Spray Park to open daily for summer
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