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Rivertown’s museums and other attractions
draw more than 5,000 visitors each year
By Allan Katz
More than 5,000 adults and children will visit
Rivertown, Kenner’s historic district, this year to enjoy
the shows at Kenner’s newly upgraded planetarium,
museums and related attractions.
“It’s really a shame that some people think that
we’ve closed all the Rivertown museums,” says Heidi
Ransom Glorioso, planetarium coordinator. “That
simply isn’t so. The Rivertown Science Center with
two new exhibits, our magnificent Space Station
and the Kenner Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema are thriving. We offer over 20 different shows
that are absolutely fascinating in the planetarium
and just upgraded to new digital fulldome shows
last summer. The Space Station is a perfect replica
of one of the modules of the International Space

Kenner officials getting ready for developer
search as next step in making Laketown a
reality
By Allan Katz

Space Station Kenner exhibits a
one-of-a-kind module from the
International Space Station.
Station that is now in outer space. Admission costs
range from $2 to $10 per person. The public can call
468-7231 for more information or email hglorioso@
page 19

Kenner goes “pink” for Breast Cancer Awareness Month
For details see pages 3 & 18

The Treasure Chest Casino, when first opened in 1994, was required
by law to sail Lake Pontchartrain. In 2001, cruising requirements were
eliminated and the Treasure Chest has been docked ever since.

Photo by Jim Vance

Treasure Chest Casino celebrates 20th
anniversary in Kenner, source of $121 million
income to city

Today, the Treasure Chest Casino remains stationary at its dock in Kenner’s Laketown on Lake
Pontchartrain while visitors in the casino gamble. However, twenty years ago, on September, 5, 1994, when the
casino opened its doors for the first time, laws at that
time required the riverboat to sail 90-minute long excursions on the lake, five to six times a day. Gambling
laws changed in 2001 and casino boats are no longer
required to leave port.
Over the past 20 years, due to its lease agreement
with Treasure Chest Casino, the city of Kenner has received over $121 million in revenue. In its first year of
operation, the casino paid the city over $7 million. Since
then, annual revenue to the city has ranged from $4.5
million to $7.9 million with the decreases due mostly to
the addition of more casinos in the region.
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The current formula, as originally adopted by
the city council, calls for the city of Kenner to annually receive two percent of Treasure Chest’s net gaming
proceeds plus $2.50 per boarding passenger. Of that
amount, the Kenner Police Department gets a full
one percent of the net gaming proceeds, 24 percent
of the second one percent net gaming proceeds and
24 percent of the passenger fees. That accounts for approximately ten percent of the KPD’s budget. The city
receives the 76 percent balance of the second one percent of net gaming proceeds along with 76 percent of
the passenger fees.
Of the money paid by Treasure Chest Casino to
the city, by city ordinance, 50 percent is dedicated to
citywide capital projects, 25 percent is divided equally
page 19

Treasure Chest Casino’s 20th anniversary celebration details on pages 2 and 10

Kenner officials say they are close to completing a “Request For Proposals” (RFP) as the next
step in seeking a developer who will be given the
responsibility of creating the long-sought Laketown
commercial complex on the shores of Lake Pontchartrain. The complex will feature retail, entertainment and high-end condominium residential
living sprawling along the lake.
“We’re hard at work on the RFP,” said Kenner
Chief Administrative Officer Mike Quigley. “It’s taking a while because we want to be sure that every
“t” is crossed and every “i” is dotted. This is a really
big deal. All of us at City Hall believe that the development of Laketown will be a historic landmark
for Kenner. Administration after administration has
dreamed about this and now, under the direction
of Mayor Yenni, we’re about to score a touchdown.”
Quigley said he expects the RFP to be ready for release in 120 days or less.
Plans for a commercial-recreational development on Kenner’s shoreline date back to the early
1990s but has finally come to fruition during Yenni’s
administration.
Quigley’s announcement comes on the heels
of the unveiling of a 16-foot tall Corten steel Laketown sign at what will be the entrance to Laketown
(corner of Williams Boulevard and Vintage Drive),
along with lush landscaping on Williams Boulevard
and a sculpture by nationally renowned metal artist
Frank Ledbetter. The Laketown sign features multicolored LED lighting. The Ledbetter stainless steel

Photo by Barry Sprague

An LED lit Laketown sign located at
the corner of Williams Boulevard and
Vintage Drive was recently unveiled.
The steel sign is located at the
entrance to Laketown and was part of
a beautification project which included
new landscaping, sidewalks, lighting
and irrigation. The entire median project
was paid for by hotel and motel taxes
that are dedicated for improvements
to Laketown, Rivertown and the
Pontchartrain Center.
sculpture, titled “Drying and Dreaming,” was commissioned by local businessman Henry Shane and
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District 1 Councilman Carroll favors
airport improvements, inspired
by Rivertown developments
By Allan Katz
Kenner District 1 Councilman Gregory Carroll
is supportive of a new $800 million terminal at Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport. “I’m
in favor of the plans for a new airport terminal on the
north side of the airport tract facing Veterans Boulevard,
but equally adamant about insuring that all plans are
balanced with community quality of life improvements,”
he said. “I think the new terminal will generate millions
of dollars in new revenue for Kenner’s treasury and will
also be a catalyst for tens of millions of dollars that will
be invested in new hotels and other airport-related
development in the city of Kenner. But I also think the
repositioning of the terminal could generate a vehicular
traffic that could possibly overwhelm Kenner’s existing
streets plan.”
Councilman Carroll was first elected in 2009 to
complete the term of Marc Johnson, who had been
elected to the state Court of Appeals. In 2010, Carroll

Gregory W. Carroll
Kenner District 1 Councilman
ran for his first full term and was elected. In early 2014,
he ran for his second full term and received 61 percent
of the vote against three opponents. “I am proud and
honored to represent District 1,” he says. “I love Kenner.
I was blessed to grow up on the playing fields of Kenner and had many wonderful adult role models. Some of
them have passed on but I hope they would be proud of
how I turned out and my role in city government.” Carroll’s term ends on June 30, 2018.
Regarding the airport’s plans, Councilman Carroll
says he has a good working relationship with Airport Aviation Director Iftikhar Ahmad and is pleased that New
Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu and the Aviation Board
want to make major improvements to the airport in
Kenner. But, he said, the city of Kenner should require
page 19
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Thank
You!
Auctions in August

Donors and Bidders.
Gulf Coast Bank would like to thank you for your participation in our 7th
Annual Auctions In August Fundraising Event. We truly appreciate your support.
Together, our efforts raised funds for over one hundred non-profits.

800.223.2060 | GULFBANK.COM
GCB_AIA_KSqtrpgad6835.indd 1

8/12/14 10:01 AM

www.chateaucafe.com

Burger Specials

(Chateau Blvd. location only)

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger
Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger
(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger
Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for To Go Orders!
ChateauCafe_1113.indd 1

10/25/13 9:18 PM
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AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

Rusty Rocket’s Last Blast
Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

Rusty Rocket has one final mission to command: an introductory tour of the solar
system for a new class of rocket rookies. Along the way, Rusty highlights the wide
variety of environments in the solar system, the great distances between the
planets, and the spacecraft that explore them.

Dream to Fly – N ew S How !
Saturdays - 12 p.m. & 2 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical dragon flights
thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. Leonardo da
Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned
to look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas about flight, and learn
how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

Laser SPirit

Fresh fruits, vegetables & dairy for sale grown locally!
Homemade jams and jellies!
Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!

Saturdays - 1 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes

Get into the “spirit” with a show full of the Red, White, and Blue! From patriotic to pop, this show rocks to a
wide selection of great music and will leave you beaming with American pride. Selections include Summon
the Heroes, Santorini, a Beatles Medley, and many other familiar favorites!

N ine Planets and Counting

1st & 3rd Saturday every month • 8AM-NOON

Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s
ten, or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our
solar system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back
to look at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

FREE PARKING AND ADMISSION
400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GEnEral Public - SaTurdayS Only H box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
admission: adults, $6 per show H children/Seniors, $5 per show H Multi-show packages available

To become a vendor or for more information
call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211
visit www.kenner.la.us
Farmers Market_0514.indd 1

KenneR’s going

www.kenner.la.us

4/21/14 12:29 AM
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MegadomeAd_0914.indd 1

8/21/14 10:35 PM

FoR BReasT CanCeR aWaReness monTH
Wed., Oct. 1
Kickoff event for Kenner employees
Veterans Park
Balloon Release – 11:00 a.m.
Pink ribbons can be purchased to honor
friends and loved ones who are breast
cancer survivors or as a loving memorial to
those who lost their battle.

Oktoberfest in Rivertown
Pink ribbons on sale
Saturday, Oct. 11 & Sunday, Oct. 12
Oktoberfest in Rivertown
Saturday, Oct. 25 & Sunday, Oct. 26
The ribbons will be proudly displayed on
the fence that surrounds Heritage
Park and other areas along
Williams Boulevard in Rivertown

For more information
go to www.kenner.la.us.

Friday, Oct. 3
Music in the Park

Live band entertainment
6:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Heritage Park
Food, drinks & local vendors

Oct. 4
Movies in the Park
“The Pink Panther”
8:00 p.m.
Heritage Park
Food & drinks

October 15
Paint Party to benefit the fight
against breast cancer
Chateau golf &Country Club
3600 Chateau Boulevard
$40 per person

For more details, contact
Kenner Leisure Services Manager
Kerri Diaz at 468-7268

oCToBeR is BReasT CanCeR aWaReness monTH
BreastCancerAwareness_0914.indd 1
KennerFP_0914.indd 1

8/24/14 2:06 PM
8/24/14 2:07 PM
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Fourth Annual
’s

Kenner Wine and Food Event
Thursday, October 2, 2014 • 6:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m.
Limited tickets available online at www.chateaugcc.com
or at Chateau Country Club main office

100 different wines
Cuisines from top local restaurants

Tickets $75 per person
$90 at the door

12 Seasons, Acme Oyster House, Andrea’s, Bravo!, Brisbi’s Lakefront Restaurant and Bar, Café Du Monde, Casa Garcia Mexican Restaurant,
Chateau Golf and Country Club, Chateau Pub, Copeland’s of New Orleans, Deanie’s Seafood, Desi Vega’s Steakhouse, Dorignac’s Food Center,
Drago’s Seafood Restaurant, Galatoire’s Restaurant, Gambino’s Bakery, Haro, LaBella’s Catering and Deli, Messina’s Catering and Events, Mr. Ed’s Restaurant,
Mr. John’s Steakhouse, Pascal Manale’s Restaurant, Restaurant Cypress, Ruth’s Chris Steak House and Zea Rotisserie and Grill.
Proceeds go to the Louisiana Hospitality Foundation, who is improving Louisiana in a variety of ways and provides
support to the education, health and social welfare of the children in the community. www.louisianahospitalityfoundation.org
Sponsored by Chateau Golf and Country Club, First Bank and Trust, Magnolia Foundation,
Kenner Mayor Mike Yenni, Nicoll’s Limousines, Kippers Communication, HRI Properties, First NBC Bank,
Digital Engineering, Edberg Jewelry, Treasure Chest Casino and the Christenberry family.

CHATEAU WINE & CHEESE_0914.indd 1

Entertainment by
Groovy 7.
Poolside, Dressy Casual

8/22/14 7:23 PM
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from The Editor

Treasure Chest celebrates 20 years, let’s hope for 20 more
By Allan Katz

Gulf Coast of Mississippi and Baton Rouge had
During
the
been opened, the Treasure Chest payments in
course of 20 years
those early years were often in the $7 million
of operation, the
range per each fiscal year.
Treasure
Chest
Today, with casino competition and the
Casino has poured
an estimated $121 continuing recession in the region, the Treasure Chest payments have decreased but are
million in taxes and fees into the coffers of the
still absolutely essential to the city of Kenner
city of Kenner. And, that doesn’t include the
helping to balance the budget and provide the
economic impact of employing hundreds of
services that a modern city of 66,000 requires.
Kenner residents on the Treasure Chest team.
Kenner Chief Administrative Officer Mike “The Treasure Chest has simply been a blessing for the financial stability of Kenner,” says
Quigley says, “The revenue that the city has
Quigley.
received from the Treasure Chest has been a
Here’s the formula that governs the Treagodsend. Especially during the economic resure Chest annual payout to the city of Kenner.
cession that has hit our city with decreased
The casino pays $2.50 to the city for each persales tax revenues, I don’t know what would
son admitted on board the vessel plus two perhave become of us if we didn’t have financial
cent of its net gaming proceeds. One percent
support we derive from the Treasure Chest.”
of the net gaming is distributed to the KenIn fiscal 2013-2014, the Treasure Chest
paid in $4.5 million to the Kenner treasury. ner Police Department along with 24 percent
of the second one percent plus 24 percent of
It should be noted that during the Treasure
Chest’s early years, before other casinos in New
the $2.50 passenger fees. That 76 percent remaining of the second one-percent is kept by
Orleans, the West Bank of Jefferson Parish, the

the city along with 76 percent of the passenger
fees. The city’s money is disbursed such that
50 percent goes to Kenner’s citywide capital
projects budget; 25 percent goes to debt reduction for the city and 25 percent is divided
to the five council districts and is earmarked
for infrastructure capital improvements, such
as drainage, streets and sewerage.“You can
see,” says Quigley, “that the Treasure Chest
revenues play a major role in funding Kenner’s
excellent police department that has substantially reduced crime each year for the last
several years as well as funding the city’s debt
reduction efforts and the city’s capital projects budget which had ceased to exist in the
period between 1982 and 1994. Those who are
not personally big fans of gambling have to acknowledge that the Treasure Chest has made
an enormous difference for Kenner’s finances.”
If you turned back the pages of time to 20
years ago, you would find Kenner residents in a
tempestuous debate over whether the Treasure
Chest should be allowed to anchor on the city’s

lakefront. Opponents said that if the Treasure
Chest were allowed in Kenner, the city would
be inundated by a horrific crime wave. That, of
course, did not happen.
We agree with Quigley that the Treasure
Chest is a godsend for the city of Kenner. We
also agree with Quigley when he says, “With almost 700 employees, the Treasure Chest is one
of the top employers in Kenner.”
If you feel as I do about Treasure Chest’s
contributions made to the city of Kenner, you’ll
wish the Treasure Chest and its revenues to
the city will be around for many more years to
come.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@
bellsouth.net.
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The crime fighting challenge for New Orleans
By Jeff Crouere
For generations,
the people of New
Orleans have dealt
with an out of control crime problem. The city has regularly been
listed as the murder capital of the nation. Certain
neighborhoods like the Lower Ninth Ward in New
Orleans always seem to be crime hot spots. For
example, on August 10, seven people were shot
and two people were killed in the 5400 block of
Burgundy Street. The killers indiscriminately
sprayed gunfire at a group of people and seriously
wounded three children, including a two year old.
Sadly, this crime epidemic has now spread to the
popular tourist areas of New Orleans.
In recent weeks, there has been a shooting
on St. Charles Avenue, the city’s premier street,
and a murder on Frenchman Street, a popular
music destination. At 2:45 a.m. on Sunday June
29, 10 people were shot on Bourbon Street, the
most popular tourist destination in the state. It
happened while a large group of people were congregating near the intersection of Bourbon and St.
Peter streets. The shooting occurred around the
corner from Pat O’Brien’s bar and just two blocks
from Jackson Square, literally the epicenter of
the New Orleans tourism industry.
The latest Bourbon Street incident is not
isolated as there are regular reports of murders,
rapes, armed robberies and “knockout” attacks
in the French Quarter and the surrounding area.
The victims are both citizens and an increasing number of tourists. In the Bourbon Street
attack, some of the victims were tourists in the
wrong place at the wrong time.
Not surprisingly, this crime made national
and international news. The reports depicted
New Orleans as a cesspool of crime, a city that
cannot protect local residents or visitors. If New

Orleans develops a negative reputation as being
crime infested even in tourist areas, it will devastate its image as a travel destination.
Last year, over nine million tourists visited
the Crescent City and tourism officials want to attract 13 million people in 2018, the tri-centennial
of New Orleans. None of this will happen unless
New Orleans starts to make progress in fighting
crime. Tourists will stop coming to New Orleans if
they do not feel safe.
According to recently retired New Orleans
Police Chief Ronal Serpas, the Bourbon Street
shooters were “two cowardly young men” who
tried to settle a score with gunfire. Hopefully, the
perpetrators of this horrific crime will be brought
to justice very soon. While one of the shooters has
been arrested, the other one remains at large.
Alas, citizens have no guarantee that the
criminals will remain behind bars once they are
arrested. New Orleans suffers from a revolving
door criminal justice system in which lawbreakers are back on the streets soon after committing
their crimes. No doubt when the other Bourbon
Street shooter is eventually arrested, citizens will
learn that he has an extensive criminal record. At
some point, misguided judges let these criminals
back on the streets to threaten more innocent
civilians.
Voters in New Orleans need to demand
judges put the interests of victims and citizens
ahead of criminals. Judges who do not have a law
and order mentality need to be sent packing. New
Orleans needs some St. Tammany Parish-type
justice, which emphasizes incarceration over
rehabilitation. New Orleans has tried the path of
coddling the criminals and it has not worked, so a
change in priorities is desperately needed.
The new Interim New Orleans Police Department Chief Michael Harrison must look at

his police department and examine why so many
officers are leaving. The number of police officers has fallen dramatically during Mayor Mitch
Landrieu’s tenure. Today, some insiders report
that the real number of police officers is fewer
than 1,000, which means the department has declined by one-third since Landrieu entered office
in 2010.
An increasing number of criminals and a
decreasing number of police officers is a toxic
combination for New Orleans. The citizens suffer from liberal judges, a revolving door criminal
justice system and too few jail cells, according to
Orleans Parish Sheriff Marlin Gusman.
The time for studies and press conferences
is over. It is time for concrete action to prevent
this crisis from becoming a catastrophe that
threatens the jobs of the 80,000 people who work
in the tourism industry.
The Bourbon Street shooting was a wake-up
call for a decisive battle plan to fight crime before
it becomes too late for the city of New Orleans to
recover. With a new police chief and judicial elections this fall, there is hope on the horizon that
positive change can occur before it is too late and
New Orleans becomes the South’s version of Detroit.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and
at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS television station
WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until
11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 990
AM in New Orleans and the north shore. Crouere
is a political analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit
Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or
email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Government
Transit revenue agreement
reached, Laketown hotel-motel
taxes reinvested
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor

$100 CASH GIVEAWAYS
EVERY HOUR!
SATURDAYS
SEPTEMBER 6 & 13
2PM–8PM
CHALMETTE · ELMWOOD · GRETNA · HOUMA · KENNER
LAPLACE · BOUTTE · METAIRIE · THIBODAUX · WESTWEGO
Prize is Right not valid at Boutte and Thibodaux locations. Must be at least 21 years of age. Management reserves all rights to alter or cancel
this promotion at any time. Must show proof of a valid government issued photo I.D. See official rules for details.

It wasn’t too long ago that the distribution of the
Jefferson Parish 2-mill property tax for transit in Kenner and having a reliable convention and visitors bureau
to use hotel-motel tax money for economic development
were significant concerns for my administration.
Both are important to Kenner’s economic development. It’s easy to see the economic impact from
a convention and visitors bureau. However, a properly
funded citywide transit system is also crucial. It’s difficult to attract new businesses and residents without a
reliable transit system in place.
Let me first explain the transit issue.
For years, long before I took office, Kenner received very little money from the 2-mill tax, which generates about $850,000 from Kenner property owners. In
some years, Kenner received as little as $50,000 and had
to subsidize transit in the city.
However, with the help of the Jefferson Parish
Council and Parish President John Young, a cooperative
endeavor agreement has been reached between the
city and the parish. Kenner will receive about $290,000
this fiscal year and the agreement includes a formula
so that the yearly payments will automatically adjust to
changes in transit costs for either Kenner or the parish.
We took a long look at how much of the $850,000
Kenner should receive, considering that property owners in the city are responsible for that portion of the tax.
Taking into account the costs incurred by the parish to
link up their three east bank transit lines with the Kenner Loop – which then allows riders to continue to the
West Bank or into New Orleans – the $290,000 figure is
fair and reasonable, according to our transit consultant.
This agreement highlights the increased cooperation between Kenner and the parish, and I specifically
want to thank Jefferson Parish Councilmen Ben Zahn
and Mark Spears for their efforts in resolving this inequity.
Now on to the hotel-motel tax money for economic
development.

Under a state law, Kenner is required to deliver
money from a hotel-motel tax in the city to a qualified
convention and visitors bureau or similar organization.
Until 2011, Kenner utilized the services of the Kenner
Convention and Visitors Bureau.
However, I terminated that contract in August
2011 as a number of questionable spending practices
were brought to light by our city’s Deputy Chief Administrative Officer Natalie Newton, who was the city’s internal auditor at the time.
The money – about $225,000 a year – was given
to the Jefferson Convention and Visitors Bureau. There
were some questions at the time – outside of my administration - whether JCVB could devote the time to promote Kenner as a separate entity while also promoting
Jefferson Parish as a whole.
However, I have been impressed by the efforts of
the JCVB in promoting Kenner to groups holding meetings and conventions and to companies and individuals
looking for a nearly crime-free area to locate with low
property taxes, a new school, an excellent recreation
department and amenities such as Rivertown and Laketown that are unmatched in the metro New Orleans
area.
We are currently awaiting the results of a tourism
study conducted by the JCVB to help focus our efforts in
attracting visitors to the New Orleans area to spend all
or a part of their time in Kenner. We have come a long
way from those dark days in 2011 when it was clear our
tourism dollars weren’t being properly handled.
Now that the concerns about the hotel-motel tax
and the transit tax have been resolved, my administration can focus on other important issues, such as the
Kenner 2030 plan, airport expansion and a new commercial development on the shores of Lake Pontchartrain in Laketown.
Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or by
email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Agreement with Jeff Parish resolves transit tax
issue resolves transit tax issue for Kenner
Jefferson Parish has approved an agreement to
pay about $290,000 this fiscal year to the city of Kenner
with a new formula to fairly divide a parish-wide transit
tax in the future.
The Jefferson Parish Council ratified a three-year
cooperative endeavor agreement recently that includes
an option for an additional three years. The agreement
also includes a formula designed to ensure the yearly
payment has the flexibility to adjust to changes in costs
for both sides.
“This is great news for Kenner residents who rely
on public transit and for the city as a whole,” Kenner
Mayor Michael S. Yenni said. “I want to thank the Jefferson Parish Council and Parish President John Young
for working with us to come up with an agreement that
is fair and reasonable.”
Over the years, the distribution of the proceeds of
the 2-mill transit tax has been the source of considerable disagreement between officials in Kenner and Jefferson Parish because the tax generates $850,000 from
Kenner homeowners, but the city has received as little

as $50,000 in past years.
Two years ago, Jefferson Parish Councilman Ben
Zahn, with the help of Jefferson Parish Councilman
Mark Spears, convinced the parish council to approve a
payment so that Kenner would not have to subsidize the
Kenner Loop bus line.
The cooperative endeavor agreement eliminates
the need for any additional yearly negotiations between
Kenner and the parish – for up to six years.
Kenner’s share of the parish transit tax generated
in the city was determined by calculating the costs for
both the Kenner Loop and the three parish bus routes
on the east bank that must be re-routed into Kenner to
hook up with the Kenner line. Those three parish bus
lines make it possible for Kenner riders to continue on
to the West Bank or into New Orleans.
“While the tax brings in $850,000 in Kenner,
much of that money is used to extend the three parish
bus routes into the city,” Yenni said. “The city’s transit
consultant has analyzed the figures and concluded that
$290,000 for Kenner is fair to both sides.”
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National Night Out Against Crime festivities set for October 12 and 14
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
On Sunday, October 12, 2014, come
out and help the
Kenner Police Department and other
local law enforcement agencies give crime a going away party. Everyone is invited to the 15th annual National Night
Out Against Crime Kick-Off Party, taking place at
Laketown in Kenner from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. There
will be exciting entertainment including children’s
activities (Laser Tag, giant human hamster balls, a
GAGA Pit, inflatable amusements, face painting),
various crime fighting/law enforcement displays,
demonstrations by law enforcement professionals (Coast Guard helicopter, K-9, and SWAT), a red
beans and rice cook-off, live music by Karma and
great food – all free! The Kick-Off Party is a pre-

lude to the 31st annual National Night Out Against
Crime, which will be observed locally on the evening of Tuesday, October 14, 2014.
Representatives in every area of law enforcement will be at the kick-off party to talk with you.
This is an excellent opportunity for people considering a career in law enforcement to have their
questions answered by experts in the field and
to find out what their jobs are all about. It’s also
a great time for citizens and officials to interact
and discuss important issues in our community.
Through this event, you can learn about the many
programs that are available to you, including the
KPD Women’s Self Defense Program, the Kenner
Citizens’ Police Academy and the KPD Community
Police Corps. Programs like these empower you to
take a stand against crime and to help others to
do the same.

Newly created Rivertown Arts
Council to oversee public arts
program

You can help us celebrate the 31st annual
National Night Out Against Crime on Tuesday,
October 14 in a variety of ways, such as having a
block party, a cookout, flashlight walks or by sitting on your front porch with your lights on – a
symbol that has become a tradition over the years.
Your participation will have a positive impact on
your neighborhood and will help increase crime
prevention awareness throughout the streets of
Kenner. The National Night Out Against Crime is a
great first step in starting your own neighborhood
watch group. It’s an event that started in 1984 with
2.5 million people in 23 states and has now grown
to include over 37 million people in over 15,000
communities from all 50 states, U.S. territories,
Canadian cities and military bases worldwide.

The city has been very fortunate in attracting
two theatre groups to Rivertown, Theatre 13 and
Castle Theatre. Both theater groups provide entertainment options in the area and directly compliment the local restaurants and other businesses.
The average arts attendee spends $24.60 per event
in addition to the cost of admission. And by comparison, non-local attendees spend nearly twice as much
($39.92) as local attendees ($17.42) (Americans for
the Arts, Art and Economic Prosperity 2010 National
Statistical Report). The addition of the two theaters
provides the foundation for a vibrant art-centered
community, while Rivertown’s cultural district status offers tax incentives and grant opportunities for
performance art.
Working in direct partnership with the city
administration, the members of the Rivertown business community have been very active in supporting
the development of the Rivertown Arts Council and
its potential to enhance the revitalization efforts of
the Rivertown Main Street program. Fostering working partnerships that can complement one another’s
efforts has been a priority for stimulating activity in
the historic district. It is with great excitement that
a renaissance of activity is taking place in this quaint
section of Kenner that serves as the cornerstone to
our town’s birth.
For more information on the Rivertown Arts
Council, contact Jay Hebert or Mike Ince at 4687280.
Jay Hebert is director of the city of Kenner’s
Planning Department, located at 1610 Reverend
Richard Wilson Drive. The department’s phone
number 468-7280. Hebert’s email address is
jhebert@kenner.la.us.

Chief Glaser can be reached by email at
kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com.

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances

By Jay Hebert – Kenner Planning Department Director
The city of Kenner is in the process
of appointing candidates from the local arts community for a newly created Rivertown Arts Council to
oversee and develop local arts programs. By taking a
calculated approach to attracting visitors to the historic district through arts, cultural and recreational
activities, it is our goal to both preserve and express
the cultural history of Kenner’s past. As demonstrated successfully in other communities, the harmonious relationship between cultural arts and historic
preservation invites economic opportunities, not
only for Rivertown but for all of Kenner.
The creation of the arts council is an outgrowth
of Rivertown’s designation in April 2013 as a certified Cultural District by the state of Louisiana’s Office of Cultural Development. The primary goal, as
a cultural district, is to spark community revitalization based on cultural activity.
Those candidates recommended for membership on the arts council came from a pool of very talented local artists who demonstrated a significant
amount of experience and a strong passion for the
arts. To foster Rivertown’s unique physical character, it has been Mayor Michael S. Yenni’s strong desire to make this opportunity available to qualified
residents with an artistic background and a strong
desire to promote Rivertown’s cultural history
through an annual public arts program.
Potential initiatives proposed by the Rivertown Main Street Executive Committee include:
3D Street Art – in chalk or washable materials,
centered in front of the Kenner Planetarium and
Rivertown street intersections; art contests for the
development of two murals to be located in Rivertown’s Exhibition Hall courtyard; electrical cabinet
painting canvases; decorative banners displayed
along the ornamental median light poles; scheduled
art walk events; and community based art classes.
As the Rivertown Main Street program grows, fundraising opportunities for art-based initiatives will
also increase.

If you are interested in learning more about
the kick-off party, registering your block party for
National Night Out Against Crime or starting a
neighborhood watch group in Kenner, contact the
KPD Community Relations Division at 712-2294 or
nguggenheim@kennerpd.com. For more information on the National Night Out Against Crime,
please visit www.nationalnightout.org/nno/
about.html.

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert Closing Assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

Randy Lovitt
3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

Century Title_0914.indd 1
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Louisiana’s Top Reverse Mortgage Lender
Are you a homeowner age 62 or older?
A Reverse Mortgage may be right for you.
BNO hosts FREE monthly Reverse Mortgage Seminars to explain the facts
and answer questions about Reverse Mortgages in an informal setting with
refreshments, giveaways, and door prizes. In addition, our knowledgeable
Reverse Mortgage Professionals are available any time during business hours.
CALL US TODAY TO LEARN MORE

Reverse Mortgage
Professionals

504-834-1190

Sue Vrbaskovich
NMLS# 355380

Marilyn Cox
NMLS # 685994

8 bankofneworleans.net
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Newly built improved Kenner Food Bank on the horizon
A food bank in an old fire station is better
than no food bank at all. But soon, Kenner will
have a new, more centrally located facility that
will be capable of helping more Kenner residents
in need – not to mention the $25 million in new
investment in the city made possible once the
current food bank is sold.
Kenner currently operates a food bank out
of an old fire station at 315 Worth Street that has
no refrigeration capabilities and is inefficient at
best when it comes to receiving and stocking donations. Still, that facility provided meals to more
than 39,000 individuals during the last fiscal year
that ended on June 30.
On August 21, 2014, Kenner Mayor Michael
S. Yenni and other city officials gathered for a
groundbreaking ceremony at 317 Oxley Street,
at the corner of Oxley and Lloyd Price Avenue in
south Kenner, to kick off construction of a new
food bank.
“A city our size has an obligation to help its
residents in need, and I’m excited that – for the
first time in Kenner’s history – we will soon have
a facility that’s actually designed as a food bank,”
Mayor Yenni said.
In addition to better serving residents in
need, the new food bank will make it possible for
Kenner to benefit from $25 million in economic
development from the East Jefferson Levee District. That’s the estimated cost of a new EJLD
complex that includes an administrative headquarters, maintenance division, police department and a safe house large enough to hold 65
critical workers in the event of a storm. The new

0612_Orthopedic Center.indd 1

food bank was made possible because the East
Jefferson Levee District was interested in buying
the existing Worth Street Food Bank property,

new district complex that will consolidate all of
its offices in a single location to better serve Kenner and everyone else in East Jefferson.”

Photo by Barry Sprague

which is located in an area where the district
plans to consolidate all of its offices.
“This is truly a win-win situation for the levee district and Kenner residents,” Yenni said.
“We get a new food bank and the levee district
plans to spend about $25 million in our city on a

J.A. Jack Julius Jr. was the low bidder on the
new food bank project at a cost of $704,240. The
money for the new food bank will come from a variety of sources, including a portion of the sale of
the current Worth Street Food Bank, Community
Development Block Grant funding and money

from individual council districts. There is even
more good news once the new food bank is built,
Yenni said.
Ronnie Mains, owner of Crossroads Center, has promised to provide the transportation
necessary to take additional donations from WalMart on a regular basis. That will include fresh
produce for the first time in at least five years
because plans for the new food bank include a
refrigerated storage area outside the building.
Kenner Community Development Director
Arleeta Terrell, who oversees the Worth Street
Food Bank, said the new facility will allow Kenner to easily exceed the approximately 39,000
people who were fed last year.
“When this new food bank is built we will be
able to help more Kenner residents in need and
that’s something that the city of Kenner is committed to,” Yenni said. “We don’t want a single
resident in Kenner to go hungry,” Yenni said. “The
demand is high, particularly around Thanksgiving and Christmas, and the donation from Ronnie
Mains, together with a new food bank, makes it
possible to help more people than ever. I am excited about the new food bank, the donation from
Crossroads and the fact that the Levee District
is planning a $25 million operation complex that
includes the area where the old food bank is now
located.”
Contact the Kenner Food Bank at 468-7220
for donations or more information.

5/25/12 7:44 PM

KENNER STR  september 2014

Entertainment

9

“Shrek the Musical” kicks off 2014-2015 season for Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts
ie with an attitude and over a dozen other fairy tale
misfits, and you’ve got the kind of mess that calls
for a real hero. Luckily, there’s one on hand...and his
name is Shrek.”
“Full of all-new songs, great dancing and
breathtaking scenery, ‘Shrek the Musical’ is part romance, part twisted fairy tale and irreverent fun for
everyone. Like the movie, there’s humor and entertainment for all ages,” said Kelly Fouchi, co-artistic
director of the theater.
The play starts at 8:00 p.m. on Fridays, September 12, 19 and 26, on Saturdays, September
13, 20 and 27 and on Thursday, September 25.

Community
Fourth annual charity Kenner Wine and Food
Event in October
The fourth annual Kenner Wine and Food
Event is being held at the Chateau Golf and Country Club on Thursday, October 2, 2014, and will offer
more than 100 types of wine and cuisine from over
27 top restaurants. The event is open to the public
and will be held from 6:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. Tickets are $75 and available online at www.chateaugcc.
com or from Chateau Country Club’s main office before the event and are $90 at the door.
“Our charity this year is the Louisiana Hospitality Foundation, a group that improves the state
of Louisiana in a variety of ways and provides support to the education, health and social welfare of
children in the community,” said Michelle Swanner
Yenni, general manager of Chateau Golf and Country Club. “Our annual event is a first class wine and
food experience promoting awareness for local businesses and creating economic growth in Kenner
and the surrounding areas.”
Last year’s successful event raised over
$30,000 for the Raintree Foundation. Gleason Foundation and ALS Research has benefitted from previous year’s events.
Among the restaurants to be featured at the
event are 12 Seasons, Acme Oyster House, Andrea’s,
Bravo!, Brisbi’s Lakefront Restaurant and Bar,
Café Du Monde, Casa Garcia Mexican Restaurant,
Chateau Golf and Country Club, Chateau Pub, Copeland’s of New Orleans, Deanie’s Seafood, Desi
Vega’s Steakhouse, Dorignac’s Food Center, Drago’s
Seafood Restaurant, Galatoire’s Restaurant, Gam-

bino’s Bakery, Haro, LaBella’s Catering and Deli,
Messina’s Catering and Events, Mr. Ed’s Restaurant,
Mr. John’s Steakhouse, Pascal Manale’s Restaurant,
Restaurant Cypress, Ruth’s Chris Steak House and
Zea Rotisserie and Grill.
“The band, Groovy 7, will play and the event,
which is dressy casual, will again be held poolside,”
said Yenni. “We will have photos by David Paul Studio and a Boogie Booth photo booth. There will be a
silent auction and door prizes for our guests. Wine
served will be offered at special discounted prices
for our guests to purchase for home use.”
Among the wines to be served include Caymus,
Jordan, Silver Oak, Franciscan, Simi, Belle Glos, Sonoma Cutrer, Russian River, Perrier Joet and Piper
Heidseick courtesy of Republic National Distributing Company, Purveyor of Fine Wines Limited,
Glazer Distributors, Select Wines, Wines Unlimited,
International Wine and Spirits, WinesTilSoldOut
and other local distributors.
The event is sponsored by Chateau Golf and
Country Club, First Bank and Trust, Magnolia Foundation, Kenner Mayor Mike Yenni, Nicoll’s Limousines, Kippers Communication, HRI Properties,
First NBC Bank, Digital Engineering, Edberg Jewelry, Treasure Chest Casino and the Christenberry
family.
For more information call 467-1351. Chateau
Golf and Country Club is located at 3600 Chateau
Boulevard in Kenner.

Government
Work began August 11, 2014 on a drainage improvement project that will require the closure of
the intersection of Tulane Drive and Millsaps Place
in Kenner’s University City subdivision, officials said.
Subterranean Construction, with a bid of
$888,790, was awarded the job, according to Kenner
Assistant Public Works Director Bill Duplaisir.
Tulane Drive has been shut down in both directions at Millsaps Place and motorists are urged
to use alternate routes. Barricades and detour signs

are in place to notify the public.
The contract is part of the statewide Flood Control Contract, which means the state is paying for 90
percent of the construction work. Kenner provides a
10 percent local match, Duplaisir said.
The road work is expected to last about two
months, assuming there are no unexpected delays.
Workers will be at the site from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
with no weekend work currently scheduled.

21

on the streets around the theater.
Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts
management company is Theatre 13 and the
artistic directors, Rucker and Fouchi said the
mission of Theatre 13 is to bring new and exciting productions to the New Orleans area while
providing local theatre artists an opportunity to
perform and create.
For more information on the upcoming 2014TJS_0814:Layout 1 7/21/14 11:31 PM Page 1
2015 season visit www.RivertownTheaters.com.
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Drainage project will block intersection in
University City temporarily

Matinees are on Sundays, September 14, 21 and
28 at 2:00 p.m.
Individual ticket prices are $38.50 for
adults, $36.50 for seniors and $33.50 for students
and active military
Corporate and Individual sponsorships,
season tickets, group and military discounts
are available as well. To purchase call the theater’s box office at 461-9475 or 468-7221 or visit
www.RivertownTheaters.com.
Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts is
located at 325 Minor Street in the heart of Kenner’s
historic Rivertown district. Free parking is available

Automatic
T

Rivertown Theaters’ co-artistic director, Gary
Rucker, will direct “Shrek the Musical” for the Rivertown Theaters for the Performing Arts season
opener of the 2014-2015 season. The play will run
from September 12 through September 27, 2014.
“Based on the Oscar winning DreamWorks
film that started it all, we bring the hilarious story
of everyone’s favorite ogre to dazzling life on the
stage,” said Rucker. “In the play, in a faraway kingdom turned upside down, things get ugly when an
unseemly ogre – not a handsome prince – shows up
to rescue a feisty princess. Throw in a donkey who
won’t shut up, a bad guy with a short temper, a cook-
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Treasure Chest celebrates 20 years

Yenni responds to ALS Ice Bucket Challenge

By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni accepted the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge from
Ryan Landry, Chateau Golf and Country Club tournament director and founder of
the “Who Dat” social club. Former Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway assisted.
Mayor Yenni challenged Caraway, all seven members of the Kenner City Council
and Archbishop Gregory Aymond to participate. The Ice Bucket Challenge, started
in late July, has brought awareness and huge monetary donations in support of
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), also known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease.

September at Treasure Chest offers lots of
entertainment

Dr. James A. Crouch
is pleased to welcome

Dr. Nicole Russo

Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure
Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 5050 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 24 hours on
Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00

to his practice of

Family Dentistry

Dr. James A. Couch, Dr. Nicole Russo

231 West Esplanade Avenue
Kenner • 468-9859

Crouch_0713.indd 1

20 years ago this
cupcakes throughout the day to visitors from 11:00
month the city of Ken- a.m. until 1:00 p.m. and from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.
ner opened its shoreThe celebration continues all month long.
line to Treasure Chest
On September 20, we are offering a “Big BirthCasino. While many
day Blowout of Dollars” as we bring back three
things have changed from when the Treasure Chest
of our most requested games for one epic night
first docked in 1994, some things have remained the
of giveaways. 20 lucky B Connected members will
same. We are proud to have many of our existing
be selected between 7:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. to
opening day “Team Members” still working with us
spin our birthday wheel to determine what clastoday along with many players who joined our play- sic game they will play or, they may be an instant
ers club when we first opened. It has been a plea- winner of $1,994 “Slot Dollars.” This will be one
sure as well meeting many new family and friends
birthday party you won’t want to miss.
over the years. A lot has happened in twenty years,
And, on September 27, we continue with the
with exciting giveaways, special events and many
celebration and look to extend our thanks to all
treasured moments have been had by all. We look to
B Connected members with our “T’anks for Playcelebrate the past 20 years this September and con- ing Gas Card Giveaway” where we will award gas
tinue our commitment as your neighborhood casino
cards to 20 lucky B Connected members from 7:00
for another 20 years.
p.m. until 11:00 p.m. with two of them winning
Labor Day, September 5, is the official day “Gas for a Year.”
Treasure Chest opened its doors back in 1994. To
Don’t miss the celebration. Come out and join
celebrate, this September 5 we will be awarding
the party with friends and family. The team mem$1,994 “Slot Dollars” every 20 minutes to one lucky
bers and I look forward to celebrating with you this
B Connected member starting from 8:00 p.m. until
September.
11:00 p.m. Plus from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m., B ConAs usual, you must be 21 or older to enter the
nected members can participate in our T-shirt and
casino. Rules and restrictions apply. Visit Treasure
“Slot Dollar” giveaway where we will hand out classic
Chest for full details.
Treasure Chest T-shits and other miscellaneous tees.
And, as an added bonus, 200 of these will be ranTreasure Chest Casino is located at 5050 Wildomly loaded with “Slot Dollars” ranging from $20
liams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain
up to $2,020 “Slot Dollars.” And, to sweeten the cel- in Laketown. For more information visit www.treaebration on September 5 we will hand out birthday
surechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

6/23/13 6:44 AM

a.m. Sunday through Thursday. The casino’s phone
number is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s website, www.
treasurechestcasino.com, for more information.
Below is the weekly list of entertainment,
schedule and times subject to change.

Wed., Sept. 3
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Fri., Sept. 12
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Tricks Band

Sun., Sept. 21
Noon/6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
N.O. Football/ WTIX Oldies Show

Thurs., Sept. 4
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Sat., Sept. 13
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Seabrook

Wed., Sept. 24
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Fri., Sept. 5
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Orleans

Sun., Sept. 14
Noon/6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
N.O. Football/ WTIX Oldies Show

Thurs., Sept. 25
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
The TopCats

Sat., Sept. 6
9:00 pm-1:00 am
Cold Shot

Wed., Sept. 17
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Fri., Sept. 26
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
John Pierre & Expressions

Sun., Sept. 7
Noon/6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
N.O. Football/ WTIX Oldies Show

Thurs., Sept. 18
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Sat., Sept. 27
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Flipside

Wed., Sept. 10
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Fri., Sept. 19
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Limited Edition

Thurs., Sept. 11
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Top Cats

Sat., Sept. 20
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
The Meanies

Sun., Sept. 28
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show/
N.O. Football Game
(Shown without sound)
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Law
Don’t sweat the small stuff
By Steven A. Watts
For most folks,
the law can be complicated, confusing and
intimidating. Particularly, when it comes to matters of estate planning, professional assistance is always a good idea. Occasionally,
the legislature in its wisdom enacts a law that is simple
and useful. A great example of this is the Louisiana law
governing “small successions”.
In order to see this law at work, let’s look at the life
of good old Uncle Fred. Uncle Fred never did subscribe
to the popular creed, “whoever dies owning the most
toys wins.” Indeed, Fred led a simple life, only acquiring those basics that he found necessary to live. Uncle
Fred ignored those folks that told him he needed a will
because, according to him, his assets “didn’t amount to
much.” Upon his death, Fred and his wife had acquired
a small home, a car and a small checking and savings
account. If Fred’s wife or other heirs want to legally
wrap up his estate, do they need to file a “Petition for
Possession” with the court and obtain a judgment placing them in legal possession of his property? Maybe not.
Louisiana law has provided for some special rules
that govern those instances where an estate is “small.”
Generally, to qualify for these special provisions, an
individual’s estate at death can have no more than
$75,000 of gross value. Additionally, the decedent must
have died intestate – without a will. So, in our example,
if the value of Fred’s portion of all the property belonging to the community estate between he and his wife
totals less than $75,000, Fred’s wife and heirs do not
have to “go to court.” Fred’s loved ones can acquire his
assets “extra-judicially.” Clearly, not everyone is going
to qualify for this special treatment under the law; how-

ever, for those that do, the benefits are wonderful.
Fred’s wife and heirs can obtain full ownership
of his estate by means of a simple notarized affidavit. If
Fred was not married or widowed, two competent heirs
or one heir with another qualified individual can execute the affidavit. The affidavit just sets forth the facts
of Fred’s life, i.e., his marital status, his children or
heirs, if any, the date of his death, a description of his
property and its value at the time of his death. This affidavit does not need to be filed with the court if there
is no immovable property involved with Fred’s estate.
That’s right, no petition needs to be filed with the court
and no judge’s signature need be acquired. Just take
the affidavit, in proper form, to your local bank or send
it to Fred’s account representative and the specified
monies can be released to the heirs. If Fred owned real
estate when he died, filing of an original affidavit with
death certificate attached is sufficient to place the appropriate heirs in possession.
So, for those that have led “the simple life,” the
law provides for an easy way to wrap things up. The procedures permitted under Louisiana’s small succession
laws provide an efficient means of getting a loved one’s
limited assets to those left behind.
Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana
State Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney
for over 35 years. His office is located at 4200 S. I-10
Service Road, Suite 110, in Metairie. Estate planning,
wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and
corporate, franchise and real estate law are his primary areas of practice. Watts is also the owner and
manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be reached at
836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.

Health
Biceps tendon tear: A common
elbow injury
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
Tear or rupture
of the biceps tendon
at the elbow is a fairly
common injury. The biceps muscle lies superficially in
the anterior aspect or front of the arm. It originates in
the shoulder area and inserts on the radius just below
the elbow and functions to flex or bend the elbow and
supinate or rotate the forearm. Biceps tendon tears occur most commonly in males aged 40 to 60 years in the
dominant arm. Mechanism of injury is usually forced
extension of a flexed elbow resulting in an eccentric
contraction of the biceps muscle and avulsion of the
tendon from its insertion on the tuberosity of the radius.
Diagnosis of a biceps tendon rupture can be made
with a careful history, physical examination and radiographic studies. Patients commonly report a forced
extension injury to a flexed elbow resulting in a sharp
pop or tearing sensation and immediate onset of pain
in the anterior elbow. Pain typically resolves in a few
days. Physical examination usually shows an obvious
deformity of the biceps muscle as it retracts superiorly
in the arm. Tenderness is noted over the anterior elbow
and a palpable defect is usually present. Swelling and
bruising are commonly seen over the front of the elbow.
Muscle weakness in supination and to a lesser extent in
flexion is found. Plain radiographs (X-rays) are usually

normal. A magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) scan of
the elbow is often unnecessary to diagnose a complete
biceps tendon tear but may be helpful in the diagnosis
of a partial tendon tear.
Treatment of a complete biceps tendon tear is
either surgical or nonsurgical. Nonsurgical treatment
is reserved only for older, less active patients who do
not require full strength in their arm. Surgical repair
can be performed as an outpatient using a variety of
techniques. Surgery involves reattachment of the torn
tendon to the radius through one or two incisions with
fixation using suture anchors or suture through bone
tunnels. In patients in whom the diagnosis of biceps
tendon rupture is delayed for four to six weeks, use of
a tendon graft may be necessary for repair. In order to
properly diagnose and treat a biceps tendon problem,
an evaluation by an orthopedic surgeon is necessary.
Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified orthopedic surgeon with over 13 years of experience. The
Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine is a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal
care with focused expertise in shoulder and knee injuries. Offices are located in Kenner and Metairie. For
additional information call 467-5900 or visit www.
nolasportsmedicine.com.
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evacuation special
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Purchase of $500 or More

Purchase of $400 or More

Must be presented at time of purchase, tire purchases must include nitrogen
and road hazard protection plan, gift certificates excluded
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Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
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Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning
Scott Zimmerman (owner),
Kenny Polizzi, Brannon Dietrich

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com
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Coxinha
deep-fried fritters made with
spiced & floured shredded chicken.

Feijoada
traditional black bean & pork stew made with
salted pork, smoked pork ribs & smoked sausage
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Sports

Saints poised for run at Super Bowl
By Ken Trahan
It is now five
years removed. The
magic of Super Bowl
XLIV still resonates
and always will with fans of the New Orleans Saints. It
was the moment of a lifetime for long suffering fans. I
was blessed by the fact that my father, an original season
ticket holder, lived long enough to see the Saints win it
all. He passed away six months later.
It was a blessing for fans who stuck by the franchise which required 21 years before posting its first
ever winning season. It took 34 years for the Saints claim
their first playoff victory.
Jim Mora, Jim Finks, Jim Haslett and Randy Mueller provided very nice memories but no lasting, defining
moments.
Fortunately, the ignominious nature of the “old”
New Orleans Saints has given way to a different, winning
regime under Sean Payton and Mickey Loomis.
These New Orleans Saints are always expected to
win. In the case of 2014, though the NFC remains a steep
slope to climb, this team is capable of rising to the top
five years after their crowning glory.
No one can take away the accomplishment of February 7, 2010 at Miami Gardens. It is etched in stone. Virtually every Saints fan has either seen or taken a picture
with the Lombardi Trophy or a commemorative Super
Bowl ring.
To be considered an outstanding, elite franchise,
winning multiple Super Bowl titles is essential. The NFL,
as with much of society, is a “what have you done for me

lately?” league.
The 2014 New Orleans Saints are well equipped to
make a run at reaching that elite status.
Start with Payton and his brash, confident style of
leadership which rubs off well on his players. Continue
with his alter ego, Drew Brees, who at 35-years-old, still
has game. Brees recently spoke about playing 10 more
years.
While that may be ambitious, his game still speaks
loudly and he has a better supporting cast to work with
this year, including a vastly improved Ryan Griffin behind Brees.
Mark Ingram has one year to prove that he is a
starter and a potential star in New Orleans. He arrived
in training camp with an attitude and it carried over
into the preseason, where he looked very good. Khiry
Robinson is explosive, able to find a second gear, with
good vision and the ability to make people miss. Pierre
Thomas is still a solid all-around back. Travaris Cadet
provides flexibility, particularly in the passing game and
the return game.
The offensive line is improved. Whether Tim Lelito
or Jonathan Goodwin wins the close battle to start at
center, either will be an upgrade over Brian de la Puente,
who fought hard and played admirably but was somewhat limited. Having a healthy Jahri Evans is important.
When healthy, he is an elite guard. He was hurt much of
last year. Ben Grubbs earned a Pro Bowl spot last year.
Zach Strief is a leader and dependable and Terron Armstead has a chance to be a star at the other tackle spot.
Reserves include Bryce Harris at tackle, either Le-

Hair Styles Unlimited
Salon & Spa

3635 Florida Ave • Kenner, LA • 504-464-5949

No Matter What the Cause,
Don’t Ever Let Hair Loss
Slow You Down.
We Have the Solution.
www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com
www.facebook.com/HSUSalonandSpa
Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977
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Specializing in hair restoration, extensions, and alternative hair.
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Full Service Flooring
Wood Tile Laminate Carpet
Commercial & Residential

“Whenever flooring upgrades are
needed, Jules Pechon is our “go-to” guy.
Knowledge, experience and expertise are
his foundation for a perfect floor.”
—Kenny Hurst, The Stevens Realty Group

the veteran until he proves otherwise so expect Shayne
Graham to get the nod. Morstead is in rare air as a punter in the league.
Cadet could handle kickoff duties though Morgan
would be a good choice there, with his speed. Cadet is capable of handling punt returns though Cooks will likely
be that guy. Both Morgan and Cooks have the breakaway
speed coaches covet to make big plays.
The schedule is challenging, road heavy early, but
it is one that the Saints can navigate. New Orleans opens
on the road with rival Atlanta before making the trek to
Cleveland to face the Browns. A split would be acceptable but the Saints figure to be favored in both games.
The first home game is September 21 against the Vikings
before a Sunday night game at Dallas on September 28.
After a home game against division rival Tampa
Bay, the Saints enjoy a bye before a trip to Detroit. Backto-back prime time games follow, at home against the
Packers on October 26 and at defending South Division
champ Carolina on October 30.
The Saints then enjoy a three-game home stand,
starting with the 49ers on November 9, followed by Cincinnati and then a Monday night home game with Baltimore on November 24.
The Saints head to Pittsburgh on November 30
before hosting the Panthers on December 7. A Monday
night battle at Chicago is set for December 15 before
the Saints close out with division games with Atlanta
(home) and Tampa Bay (road).
Without a doubt, the Saints are the favorite to
recapture the division though Carolina will still run the
ball well and play good defense, the Falcons will have
a good passing game and the Bucs will have a steadier
skipper in Lovie Smith.
In the NFC, defending Super Bowl champion Seattle remains the team to beat while San Francisco is
tough. Green Bay looks like a contender while Philadelphia will be improved. Detroit is a dark horse.
Have the Saints done enough to close the obvious
gap between themselves and the Seahawks? With a better offensive line, a better receiving corps and better
safeties, this is a better team. How the Saints perform at
linebacker, cornerback and at the important kicker spot
will largely determine the team’s fate in 2014. If they remain healthy, they are a legitimate threat to come out
of the NFC and appear good enough to handle anyone
in the AFC.
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of
WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com and is president and
general manager of www. SportsNola.com. Trahan is the also the general manager and chairman of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the Louisiana Superdome, and runs the Life
Resources Sports Ministry.

The Lake Pontchartrain Basin
Foundation (LPBF) will hold its

30 years experience

25th annual Beach Sweep

presented by Toyota on
Saturday, September 20, 2014.
OWneR JuLes PeChOn
and famiLy

Fairmont Flooring LLC | 450-6534
Fairmont Flooring_0614.indd 1

lito or Goodwin at center and either Senio Kelemete or
Marcel Jones.
Tight end is another strength. Jimmy Graham is
over his contract squabble and preseason pouting protest with his dunks. He is poised for another big season.
Benjamin Watson and Josh Hills are good in reserve.
The wide receivers will be a better group as well.
The Saints played it safe with Marques Colston in the
preseason to ensure he was ready to go to start the season. Kenny Stills battled injury issues but is poised for
an even better season after a very good rookie campaign.
Speaking of rookies, Brandin Cooks looks the part
of future, if not immediate star. He has rare speed, great
moves and he can change direction without changing
speed. Joseph Morgan has elite speed as well and he appears back from a serious knee injury. Robert Meachem
is still a deep threat and a good blocker. Nick Toon, if
making the final roster, will have to prove that he can
play in the league entering his third season.
The defensive line appears to be solid. The end
spots are a real positive with Cameron Jordan, an emerging star and Akiem Hicks, a future star. Brodrick Bunkley
looked active and solid in the preseason. Massive John
Jenkins is behind Bunkley while Tyrunn Walker and
Glenn Foster are solid pieces in reserve at end.
The linebacker corps should look like last year’s.
The starters will apparently be the same, including Curtis Lofton and David Hawthorne on the inside and Junior Galette and Parys Haralson on the outside. Galette
has the skill to have a huge season. Victor Butler simply
never recovered from an injury to figure in the mix. With
preseason performance, Kyle Knox and Ramon Humber
appear to have won the reserve inside spots while draft
pick Khairi Fortt and Keyunta Dawson provide depth on
the outside.
The issue in the secondary is at cornerback, where
health is a huge concern. Top corner Keenan Lewis appeared to injure a foot in the second preseason game. If
he is lost for any period of time, it would be a tremendous
blow. Champ Bailey battled foot problems throughout
training camp and the preseason. Patrick Robinson is
coming off a serious knee injury. Corey White is likely to
make it as well despite some struggles while draft pick
Stanley Jean-Baptiste is a development project with
ability.
The safety spot is a real strong point. Jairus Byrd
is back on the field and he is a proven playmaker while
Kenny Vaccaro is a budding star and Rafael Bush is good.
Marcus Ball has size and range and Vinnie Sunseri can
play in the box and has a nose for the football to go with
special teams skills. Free agent Pierre Warren has shown
enough to warrant serious consideration for a roster spot.
At press time, the battle for kicking duties was undetermined. Derek Dimke has looked solid and would be
an effective person to kick off if Thomas Morstead could
not do so. That said, with a true contender, you go with
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Contact joannh@saveourlake.org
or call 836-2238 to volunteer or
for more information.
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Banking
It’s time for back to school
lessons, but children need to
learn how to handle money, too

Now

opeN
2201 Williams Blvd.

(NEXT DOOR TO ICE HOUSE, CORNER OF 22ND STREET)

Monday - Saturday • 7 am - 8 pm • Sunday • 8 am - 8 pm

By Guy Williams
Most students are
now back in school. During the school year there are
many things that we want our children to learn. Naturally, we want them to master their school studies and
develop the skills to succeed both in the next grade and
in life. But one of the life lessons that is often overlooked
is that of financial literacy. Our children need to learn
English and math but what parents often do is neglect
teaching financial literacy. Results of this neglect are
apparent as young, and sometimes not so young, adults
often show up at banks with horribly messed up finances. Bankers can help after the messes are created but
it would really be better if they had not gotten in these
situations to begin with.
The root cause for many of the financial problems
that bankers see is an entitlement mentality. People
feel entitled at a young age to the same style of living,
including having the car, house and entertainment level
that their parents attained after a lifetime of work. A
natural consequence of this mentality results is high
credit card debt coupled with little or no savings for the
future. When bankers have to tell them that they aren’t
eligible to buy a home because of insufficient down payment, excessive debt and poor credit, they are surprised
and angry. After all, they feel they are “entitled” to live
this way.
The best way to protect your children from these
dire financial predicaments is to start educating them
about finances at an early age. You should eliminate the
concept of an allowance. Why should an allowance be
given just for existing? This sends the wrong message as
children will begin to believe that there is such a thing
as wealth without working for it. It would be far better
to create a list of household chores that must be completed in exchange for receiving spending money. Most
child psychologists agree that these should be chores
above and beyond the normal daily living tasks such as
doing homework, cleaning their room, taking care of
clothes, etc.

The idea is to connect work to financial reward.
This connection should be established as early as possible and reinforced with summer jobs and weekend
jobs. Some will argue that this will reduce the time that
children will be able to socialize with their friends but
I will think that in lots of cases most middle school and
high school socialization is not particularly healthy or
worthwhile. A little less time texting and hanging out
with no purpose would be a good thing.
The next important concept to instill in your student is the discipline of saving money. Help your child to
set up a savings account for a specific purpose. It could
be saving for a bicycle, an iPad or a special trip. Whatever the goal, the practice of saving for the future and
deferring gratification is incredibly important for future
success.
The last skill that you want your children to have
is the ability to manage money and to budget. Help
them to open a “minor” checking account. This will give
them valuable experience working within the financial
system. Next, help them set up a spending plan. The
practice of planning and decision making based upon
living within limits is essential for good financial health.
So, as you navigate through the middle school and
high school years, you want your children to know that
work generates money. You want them to know how to
make and handle a spending plan. You also want them
to be able to save for a specific goal.
With these skills in place your child will be ready
for whatever comes after high school and also for the
rest of their life.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s
website at www.gulfbank.com.

Insurance

Pressure washing 101
By Marie M. Clesi
Did you know a
pressure washer can
spray water up to 4,000
pounds per second
(PSI)? That’s 80 times
the force of a garden hose. These pressure washer safety tips will help you handle that extra power.
Can I wash this?
Not everything can stand up to the pressure
washer’s force. Avoid using it to clean wooden furniture,
outdoor fabrics, resin or plastic furniture, crumbling
concrete or painted surfaces (unless you want to remove the paint).
Equipment care
Keeping your pressure washer in good condition
can help improve safety. Always check it before use and
follow the guidelines listed below.
Make sure your model has been approved by an
independent testing organization, such as Underwriters Laboratories.

Never attempt to repair a damaged hose. Always
replace it.
Do not clean the machine with its own gun –
water can damage the machine and increase risk of
electric shock.
Have a qualified electrician check the unit if it
trips a circuit breaker.
Safe use
Use the tool responsibly by following the important pressure washer safety tips below.
Never operate a gas model indoors.
Use only extension cords designed for wet conditions and always plug the unit into a grounded outlet.
Wear safety glasses, gloves and rubber boots for
protection.
Do not spray others, animals or yourself – power
washers can easily penetrate skin.
page 18
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Automotive

Is transmission fluid exchange a good idea?
By Scott Zimmerman
In their vehicle
manuals, automobile
manufacturers
list
charts with recommended service intervals for changing fluids, including transmission fluid for
automatic or manual transmissions.
When automatic transmissions were first an option for vehicles the manufacturers recommended
service every three years or 50,000 miles. At that time
fluid was drained from the pan and possibly the torque
converter and the filter was replaced. Vehicles at that

time were very open and did not build up much heat.
U.S. auto manufacturers in 1980 downsized cars for
fuel economy and mounted the power train transverse
into the area previously reserved for the engine only. This
increased the heat retention in the engine but especially
so for the transmission greatly increasing the demands
on the transmission fluid. A switch to synthetic fluids
was made to handle the heat better but even the synthetic fluids and their additive packages fail over time,
as evidenced by the number of valve body failures that
cease working properly from gum and varnish deposits.
An experiment by General Motors consisted of
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sealing the transmission with the company saying that
it was good for lifetime service, but that experiment
failed. The fluid and additive package did not keep
gum and varnish off critical components like the valve
body and clutch packs. These gum and varnish deposits
stuck to the valves in the valve body and on the clutch
assemblies so the valves moved sluggishly or became
stuck completely resulting in improper operation or a
burned up transmission. Clutch packs slip, hang or grab,
and they burn up after some very bad shifting problems.
These problems could appear in any transmission even
those with really low mileage.
Realizing that transmission fluid exchange was
required, most auto manufacturers engineered a transmission flush machine to use for their vehicles and it
became an essential piece of equipment required for
dealers to have on site. A bladder type system was used
in most of the transmission fluid exchange machines,
with the old fluid flowing from the pump to the transmission cooler.
Most auto manufacturers recommend transmission service at 100,000 miles but it really is a good idea
to perform a transmission flush service every three years
or 50,000 miles. Following this guideline could possibly
save you a lot of money and serious problems over the

long haul. If a valve body fails due to excessive gum and
varnish deposits the repair could easily cost $1000 with
a transmission replacement costing a great deal more.
This transmission fluid exchange is not a job for
a home mechanic. When you need the service make
sure the service shop has a transmission fluid exchange
machine and that they will change the filter during the
procedure. Only full synthetic fluids should be used and
some manufacturers require an additive in addition to
the fluid exchange.
If a vehicle has high mileage and has never had
a complete transmission flush service or has only had
the old transmission service of changing the filter, there
could be negative consequences. This transmission
fluid exchange service can possibly restore a transmission to proper operation even if it had been diagnosed
as needing replacement.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire and
Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated fullservice tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is
www.scottystireauto.com.

Business
City of Kenner honors Kenner Business Association’s
Matthew Person as member of the year
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Potato SouP
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By foodieforone.com

The first days of school have come and along with pencils
and notebooks, you can bet plenty of germs will be passed around, as well.
Let this steaming pot of potato soup become your armor. It contains loads of heart
healthy, antioxidant rich onion and garlic, vitamin packed potatoes and little else.
This is pure liquid gold.
After a few bowls of this nutritious powerhouse, you and your children will be armed and ready to take
on the world…or the coloring books.
1 1/2 pounds red potatoes (5 to 6 potatoes)
2 chicken bouillon cubes
2 teaspoons Stavo’s Cajun Seasoning
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon fresh ground pepper
5 cups water
1/2 head of garlic
2 medium onions
2 tablespoons olive oil
Begin by sautéing coarsely chopped onion and garlic in olive oil on medium low heat for 15 minutes.
You want to sweat, not brown them. Next add 5 cups of water, bouillon cubes and seasonings.
Bring mixture to a boil. Meanwhile peel potatoes, cube and add to pot. Boil for 15 minutes, cover and
reduce heat to low for 35 minutes. With potato masher, mash potatoes in pot, but only a few strokes.
This will make the soup thick and hearty, but will leave chunks of creamy red potato in your soup.
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are
welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions
and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.
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Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni, and all members of the Kenner City Council surround
Matthew Person, center, with his wife, Michelle, right, as he receives a proclamation for
being named the Kenner Business Association’s Member of the Year.
On August 7, 2014, Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni issued a proclamation to the Kenner Business Association’s Member of the Year. Matthew Person received
the honor based on his years of service to the KBA.
The Kenner Business Association Board of
Directors chooses a member each year for their
dedication to the organization and the community.
KBA officials said Person was honored for contributing greatly to the success of the Kenner Business
Association by providing strong, quiet leadership
and for greatly enhancing the organization with his
participation.
After joining the KBA in 2005, Person served as
treasurer, reservations director, networking director,
vice president and two terms as president and civic
and community awareness chair. Fellow KBA member
and president, Mary-Sharon Howland describes him
as “funny but serious when it comes to business and is

dedicated to the professional development of KBA and
the community.”
Person graduated from Ole Miss in 1990 with a
bachelor’s degree in accounting and worked in the
private sector before starting his own firm in 1996.
Person Huff CPA group now has three partners, 10
employees and three locations in the greater New
Orleans area. In addition to his professional career,
Person serves on the board of Angels’ Place and assists low income earners with free tax services.
Person and his wife, Michelle, have three children, Olivia, Nicholas and Philip.
The Kenner Business Association has served
the Kenner community for 29 years. The organization is comprised of over 80 members from various
types of corporations and small businesses. The
focus of the KBA is to improve economic growth
throughout the city.
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Real Estate
Window wonder
By Linda R. Martin
When sizing up a home either to purchase or sell, windows are one feature that
can make a dynamic difference. Size and
placement of windows affect the character
and curb appeal of the home from the outside and light, views, energy efficiency, air flow and noise from the inside.
When examining windows, look at the frames and how they are built
into the wall. Understand the material used and how the window functions.
Windows that are designed to open should open and close easily and completely, and have the ability to be secured with a lock. Signs of moisture
around the window should be addressed to ensure that there are no leaks.
Examine the type of material in the window frame. All vinyl window
frames generally cannot be painted and older wood framed windows might
have so much paint that they are difficult to open. Notice how the windows
open and whether the glass is single, double or triple-paned. Double and
triple windows can make a huge difference on your heating and air conditioning bill. Gas-filled windows use argon, krypton or other inert gases to
fill the areas between the panes, further enhancing the insulating factor.
Excellent windows also help to deaden noise from the outside, which can
be helpful in urban environments.
Most building codes require each bedroom to have a window, primarily as a means of emergency exit in case of fire. In the bedrooms it is important that the windows can open to permit someone to climb out, while
being child-safe to ensure that small children can’t fall out.
Skylights, essentially windows in your ceiling, can be a huge source
of light, but might also be a source of leaks. Ensure that the skylights are
properly installed with flashing around them and that the glass is of high
quality. If a skylight opens to permit airflow, ensure that it opens and closes
well, and consider how the UV light and heat of the sun might affect the
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room at different times of the day.
While looking at the windows, don’t forget to examine the state of
SMALL JOBS
any screens. Windows that open in climates that are prone to bugs should
have tightly fitting screens that are not full of holes. If ground floor windows
Repairs • Drain Cleaning
need to be secured with bars or other security measures, understand how
Hot Water Heaters
they function. If the home is in an area prone to hurricanes, consider storm
•
shutters.
Windows may be replaced individually or throughout the home. It
Residential Repairs
can be a big, disruptive process as well as expensive. Do your research. Get
Servicing Metairie & Kenner
estimates from reputable dealers and plan the work during dryer times. Ensure that the installer is bonded and insured. The finest windows, poorly
installed, will still provide problems, so pay attention to details.
Sammy Sabella
Owner/Operated
Windows should match the style of the home. Older homes with fine
Licensed Master Plumber
Over 25 Years
detailing throughout should have windows that make sense with the other
stylistic features. View the home in a variety of times of day and take notes.
Understanding window coverings, shades, blinds and drapery will aid you in
1/25/13
deciding if those big windows in the living room require special treatment.0213-SabellasPlumbing.indd 1
Windows connect the inside of the home with the outside world.
Attorney at Law
When the outside environment is less desirable, the ability to control the
35 years
view through shutters, shades or other means will be essential. In urban enexperience
vironments, privacy might be an issue. Places with views should have windows that make the most of those unique features, framing them like art.
Viewing the home from both the inside and out at various times of
day and noticing the windows close-up and from afar will enable you to
understand the home in a new way, shedding light on the home itself.

885-0399
818-0007

Steven A. Watts

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be reached
at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned and operated company. Visit the company website at
www.gardnerrealtors.com.
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Crawlspace hazards

7:33 PM

Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
Successions, Business Transactions
Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law
4200 S. I-10 Service Road • Suite 110 • Metairie

836-0811
0912_Watts.indd 1

By Dan Dormady
While most of the homes in our area
have been constructed on concrete slabs,
some homes were built as raised construction and have crawlspaces underneath.
And since Hurricane Katrina, many homes,
originally slab-on-grade, have been raised up under the FEMA program
and now have closed crawlspaces.
Crawlspaces are host to many conditions that can cause harm to the
house or to homeowners or inspectors who enter the crawlspace. There
are many potential dangers in crawlspaces.
Preparation for crawlspace entry is important. Never enter a crawlspace without proper personal protective equipment. Gloves, a face mask,
a flashlight, kneepads and a protective suit are adequate for most crawlspaces. Before entering, check around and make sure there is no standing
water and that the ground is not wet. The home should be structurally
sound before you consider entering the crawlspace. If the home itself is
unstable, it might be too dangerous to enter its crawlspace. Always use
caution and make sure someone knows that you are going into the crawlspace before you enter it.
Crawlspaces have a cool, dark environment that attracts undesirable pests and can promote dangerous conditions. And since crawlspaces
are mostly unmonitored, hazards can breed there unchecked for long
periods of time. The following are some of the more common dangers encountered in crawlspaces.
Check for loose wiring, open electrical junction boxes or wiring that
is hanging down on the ground. Call an electrician should any of these conditions be found as this can be a very dangerous situation is not corrected.
Just like pests, mold and fungus can grow rapidly in crawlspaces.
They are both a health concern as well as a cause of wood decay, which
can require costly repairs. Airborne mold spores can potentially enter the
living space from the crawlspace. Molds produce allergens (substances
that can cause allergic reactions), irritants and, in some cases, potentially
toxic substances called mycotoxins. Inhaling or touching mold or mold
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spores may cause allergic reactions in sensitive individuals. Allergic responses include hay fever-type symptoms, such as sneezing, runny nose,
red eyes and skin rash (dermatitis).
Crawlspaces provide an environment that is enjoyed by ants, termites and other pests. Termites cannot survive long outside of their mud
tubes, which you may see on the piers holding the house. Carpenter ant
presence should be plainly obvious as well and both of these pests can
cause structural damage. Also bear in mind that where there are pests,
there may also be pesticides, perhaps improperly applied, which is one
reason why you should not enter crawlspaces without personal protective
equipment. Snakes, spiders, bees and scorpions may also be lingering in
the crawlspace, and while they pose little structural danger to the house,
they certainly can harm you. Rapid retreat can be difficult, so always be
cognizant of your escape path.
Crawlspaces can also have rodents, which can carry diseases, some
of which can be serious. Always avoid rodent droppings and upon exiting
the crawlspace. Always wash your hands and any part of your body that
was exposed to the dirt in the crawl space. Never touch your hands to your
mouth or face until you have washed up thoroughly.
Crawlspaces are also susceptible to water seepage, which can create a host of problems, such as microbial growth, odors, damage to stored
belongings and risk of electrical shock. Never enter a wet crawlspace.
In summary, you should expect to encounter a number of dangerous
conditions in crawlspaces, so you must take proper precautions before
entering.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector and the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in
residential and commercial building inspection services. Dormady can
be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at
criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is
www.criterium-dormady.com..

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.
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Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Complete
Pest & Termite Control

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120
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Airport
Join us for the

Airport continues to fly high in 2014

Kenner Business Association

BUSINESS SeptemBer LUNCHeON
ASSOCIATION
Since 1985 Bringing
Kenner Businesses and
Our Community Together
Luncheon reservations:
email reservations@kennerbusinessassociation.com

or call Mary-Sharon at 441-6106.
www.kennerbusinessassociation.com

KBA_0914.indd 1

topic: Kenner Business Development
and How to Get Involved
tUeSDAy, SeptemBer 16
panelists from: JeDCO;
Jefferson Chamber of Commerce;
City of Kenner &
Louis Armstrong Airport

11:30 a.m.- Noon: Registration
Noon-1pm: Presentations with Q&A
Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner
8/25/14 9:23 PM

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads • Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident Public Speaker
Improve Profitability
The Executive Achievers Association meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

September 4 & 18, 2014
at Messina’s Catering, 2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

nolaeaa.org
EAA_0914.indd 1

Muhleisen_0813.indd
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By Iftikhar Ahmad – Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport Director of Aviation
The Louis Arm- gram. The results of the audit confirmed that the airstrong New Orleans
port complied in all material respects. For those readInternational Airport
ers not familiar with the PFC program, let me explain.
contributes to the prosperity of the city and region
It allows the airport to collect a PFC fee of up to $4.50
by linking our community to the rest of the world
for every boarded passenger at commercial airports.
by air. A recent study by local economist and for- Airports use these fees to fund FAA-approved projects
mer chancellor of the University of New Orleans, Dr. that enhance safety, security, or capacity; reduce noise;
Timothy Ryan, reveals that the airport has a $5.3 bil- or increase air carrier competition. Some of the audit
lion total economic impact and sustained more than
highlights are as follows:
53,300 jobs in the greater New Orleans regional
Total non-airline revenues increased from $28.2
economy – almost five times the amounts of the eco- million to $32.7 million, an improvement of $4.5 milnomic impact study completed in 2004!
lion or 16 percent;
The new study measured the economic benefits
Total airline revenue requirement decreased
created by passenger, air cargo and general aviation
from $46.5 million to $40.8 million, an improvement
activities at the airport. It included the impact of busi- of $5.7 million or 12 percent;
nesses that rely directly on the airport, such as concesTotal revenues increased from $107.2 million to
sionaires in the terminal, nearby hotels and construc- $113.8 million, an improvement of $6.6 million or 6.1
tion firms that perform capital improvements at the
percent;
airport. It also considered the impact of tourism spendTotal current liabilities declined from $55.8 miling from visitors to New Orleans who arrive via air travel. lion to $41.2 million, an improvement of $14.6 million
Based upon data published by the New Orleans Conven- or 26 percent;
tion and Visitors Bureau, 46 percent of visitors to the
Total non-current liabilities declined from
New Orleans area arrived by plane in 2013. The study $366.7 million to $353.1 million, an improvement of
estimated that the tourism impact due to the airport
$13.6 million or 3.7 percent; and the
represents about $2.8 billion in direct spending.
Cost Per Enplaned Passenger (CPE) for signaAccording to the new study, the impact from the
tory carriers fell from $8.49 to $8.18 and the CPE for
airport also generated over $2 billion in total earnings, all airlines fell from $8.70 to $8.38.
$206 million in state tax revenue and $279 million in
The results of each of these reports are very
local tax collections, for a combined total of $485 mil- good news for the airport and our community and
lion in taxes annually. It also shows that the airport’s
indicate that our Strategic Business Plan, adopted
total economic impact will grow to more than $6.3 bil- by the New Orleans Aviation Board, is working. This
lion with job projections exceeding 64,400 after the new
airport is an economic asset in our region and these
terminal is completed in 2018.
reports show just how important the airport is to the
Additionally, the analysis provided a parish- New Orleans area economy, and how the new North
by-parish breakdown of the airport’s impact in the
Terminal will bring even more jobs and positively imregion, as well as the estimated impact the airport
pact the New Orleans region. The full financial audit
has on the city of Kenner (over 7,000 jobs and $32.8
and economic impact study may be viewed on our
million in tax revenues), where the airport is located. website at www.flymsy.com.
Based upon results from the study, the completion of
Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis
the north side terminal program is projected to increase the airport’s impact on the regional economy Armstrong New Orleans International Airport may
approximately 21 percent by the year 2023, after op- be reached at director@flymsy.com. Check your
local listings for the air time of the Armstrong Inerations have fully stabilized.
ternational Airport 30 minute television program,
Another important review of the financial health
of the airport was also recently completed with the an- “Airport Alive” or view it on the airport website,
www.flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive”
nual audit of period ending December 31, 2013. The
link on the “News and Stats” page. You can now folaudit was performed by the professional accounting
low the airport on facebook.com/MSYAirport and twitcorporation Postlethwaite & Netterville (P&N). P&N
audited the compliance of our airport with the require- ter.com/NO_Airport. To find out how to be a volunteer
at the airport, click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s
ments described in the Passenger Facility Charge
website homepage.
(PFC) Audit Guide for Public Agencies, issued by the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), for its PFC pro-

Health
Tennis and golfers elbow: How
to deal with overuse injuries
By Craig Goodwin
Lateral epicon- during impact of the ball on the racket causing increased
dylitis or “tennis elbow” strain to the tendon structure attached to the outer elbow
as it is commonly referred is an inflammation with as- region. This along with using a grip that was too small or
sociated pain around the outer part of the elbow. Tennis
large increased the incidence of pain and the terminology
elbow became a popular terminology years ago and was “tennis elbow” was created. This condition is also known as
associated with a poor backhand stroke in tennis among “mechanic’s elbow” or “painter’s elbow.” Lateral epicondyliamateur players. Weaker players would extend the wrist
page 18
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Roosevelt Middle School: A new school year of changes and high expectations
By Dr. James Meza, Jr. – Jefferson Parish Public School System Superintendent
It is a new school
year for Jefferson Parish. With nearly 47,000
students, Jefferson Parish Public School System (JPPSS), the largest district
in Louisiana, is recognized as one of the most improved
school systems in the state. Our focus for the 2014-2015
school year is to sustain our momentum toward academic
excellence by raising the bar, putting students first, and by
making faster and wiser decisions.
One of the changes that the district has made
for the new school year is occurring at Theodore Roosevelt Middle in Kenner. I have appointed John Olson
as the new school leader at Roosevelt. Mr. Olson is a
veteran educator with 20 years teaching experience at
the elementary, middle and college levels. He has been
with Jefferson Parish Public School System for the past
three years, and has recently served as the principal of
Mildred Harris Elementary.
In addition to Mr. Oslon, Roosevelt has a new as-

sistant principal, dean of students and talented teachers
who are committed to taking on the challenge of increasing academic achievement, keeping students engaged,
and creating a love of lifelong learning for our students. Mr.
Olson has created the 6th Grade Academy, where all sixth
graders are located in one building with a six-period day.
Principal Olson and his faculty are also placing a strong
emphasis on individualized and group instruction that will
focus on the learning styles of students, regardless if they
are high achieving students, special education students or
English Language Learners. In addition, advanced technology in our classrooms is a major focus this school year
with improved technology and increased bandwidth that
will ultimately mean that there will be unbounded Wi-Fi
access throughout the campus to support the district’s
priority of digital learning environments.
Students, families and the community will notice
Roosevelt’s new look, with renovations and refurbishing to the facility that include a freshly painted exterior,
better lighting for student learning, replaced ceiling

Latin American News

tiles and fences installed for the safety of our students.
JPPSS has invested more than $8 million to ensure Roosevelt and all our schools throughout the district are
safe and secure. All teachers, principals and staff will
partake in specialized training to be knowledgeable of
all safety measures including trespassers.
I wish to thank our families, the community and
stakeholders at Roosevelt and throughout Jefferson
Parish for your support and confidence. There are high
expectations and accountability at every level of the
system, but JPPSS cannot continue our progress alone.

One of the most
common
challenges
faced by business owners is acquiring access to
capital money. Unfortunately, many business owners wait until it is too late when
finances are dire, to apply for a commercial loan. Most
banks are not willing to take the risk at that point.
What should one know about qualifying for a commercial loan? There are things to know that can help in
getting a commercial loan, especially if a capital injection is needed quickly.
Know when to ask for a loan. Asking for a loan
when your business is suffering financially usually is not
a great idea unless your business is seasonal and you expect the injection of capital to impact sales directly. You
won’t be able to get a loan when your business is in the
midst of a downward spiral. There is no saving a ship
when it’s already sinking and bankers realize that. Ask
for money when you are making money. Lenders want
to know that a loan will help grow your business and
that this money will help you generate the additional
income to repay the debt over the agreed period of time
as well as helping you generate profit.
When applying to a lender for a commercial loan,
know your financial situation. Get naked. Don’t be afraid
to share details about your financial situation and business
with a lender. Honesty is the best policy. Be upfront about
credit issues, any missed payments and or late payments.
A valid reason for these can make or break a lender’s decision. Your credit score is used to predict the likelihood of
timely debt repayment so, of course, the better the credit
score, the lower the interest rate. A bad credit rating is
worse than having no credit. If, in the past you have not
been capable or willing to repay outstanding debt a banker
assumes this behavior will not change.
In 2013, Experian, one of the three largest credit
reporting bureaus in the United States, identified Louisiana as having the third lowest average credit score in
the country. The average credit score in Louisiana is
655 while the national average is 681.
What impacts a credit score?

It’s been said that both income and education correlate with this score. When income is readily available one
is able to repay debt in a timely fashion, positively impacting one’s credit score. To strengthen one’s credit score you
need to identify the myths and realities about this score.
Inform yourself by attending one of the bilingual workshops that Accion Louisiana will be offering in the metro
area. For more information call 888-215-2373, extension
1574 or visit www.accionlouisiana.org/events-list.
Community announcements
Sept. 13 – Unidad Hispanoamericana presents the
Independence of Central America, Belize and Mexico at The
Esplanade mall in Kenner. For information call 466-1483.
Sept. 13 – Gala Music presents at the Ponchartrain
Center Back to School Concert, Arcangel, Zion and Lennox, all ages event, for information call 464-0747.
Sept. 17 – Accion Louisiana workshop: Understand loans and credit, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at
the Eastbank Regional Library of Jefferson, 4747 W.
Napoleon Avenue in Metairie. For information call 888215-2373, extension 1574.
Sept. 24 – Accion Louisiana workshop: Understand loans and credit, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at
the Westbank Regional Library of Jefferson, 2751 Manhattan Boulevard in Harvey. For information call 888215-2373, extension 1574.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center
offers various programs as well as access to information
and referrals for all sorts of issues. For information call
469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – KTV-76 has Hispanic TV programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00
p.m. For more information and program schedule go to
www.kenner.la.us and click on the KTV logo.
I leave you with this thought. “Procrastination is like
a credit card – it’s lots of fun until you get the bill.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for
the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana
(LACAL). Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net.
Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284,
Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Dr. James Meza Jr. is currently the superintendent
of Jefferson Parish Public School System (JPPSS), Louisiana’s largest and most diverse school district serving
47,000 students. Meza’s experience in education spans
more than 40 years in teaching and leadership positions
both at the K-12 and higher education levels. Visit the
JPPSS website at www.jpschools.org.

Danielle KornDorffer
RealtoR®®

Cell: 504-250-1610
Office: 504-468-7979
Fax: 504-883-5272

daniellekorndorffer@realtyexecutives.com
www.realtyexecutives.com

Help in qualifying for a commercial loan
By Rafael E. Saddy

We need and value partnerships that foster collaboration and successful schools that have a direct impact on
the quality of life in Jefferson Parish.

Se la

3525 Hessmer Avenue • Suite 301 • Metairie, LA 70002
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
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come watch
your football at
Stepbrothers.
Nobody does it
better than us!
We are the place
to watch LSU &
Saints games
on our 19 Tvs.
Not a bad seat
in the house.

oPeN 11 am - 4 am

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

beer bucket specials, great
food & special giveaways
throughout the season. dJ
before, during & after the
game. NFL Ticket. WIFI.

come early on Sunday
for our bloody Mary
Specials & pregame
shows on so you
can make sure your
Fantasy Team lineup
is the best it can be.

First Saints preseason game-Friday, Aug. 8. First regular season game-Sept. 7.
First LSU game-Aug. 30. First NFL regular season-Thursday, Sept. 4.
We hAve yoU covered ThUrSdAy-MoNdAy For FooTbALL.

Nobody doeS FooTbALL beTTer ThAN STePbroTherS!
Stepbrothers_0914.indd 1

8/22/14 8:04 PM

We CAn loWer your Current
HoMeoWner PreMiuM!
Proudly
rePresenting

HoMe & Auto insurAnCe
At An AffordAble PriCe

467-0800

CAll noW!
Since 1987

Kevin Guffey

3409 WilliamS Blvd.

www.guffeyinsurance.net
Guffey_0514.indd 1
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Laketown

City of Kenner going “pink” for October’s
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, asking
residents and businesses to join

depicts an egret and an anhinga, a water bird, drying
off on a tree with purple and gold hues.
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said the idea
is to create a solid identity for the area – which will
soon become one of the focal points of the city when
the Laketown redesign and development plan becomes a reality for the benefit of visitors, residents
and businesses. New landscaping, irrigation, sidewalks and lighting were installed in the almost halfmile median on Williams Boulevard from Vintage
Boulevard north to the lake.
“This is a grand entrance to an area that will become the envy of the metro region.” Yenni said. “We
are preparing to launch our plans for the first major
development on the shores of Lake Pontchartrain at
Laketown in Kenner.”
The corridor redevelopment is the first piece
of the $28 million corridor project, part of the 2030
initiative that seeks to attract a new generation of
families and businesses to Kenner. Cost of the creation of the Laketown entrance will be $1.06 million,
paid for by hotel-motel tax funds that can only be
used for projects in Laketown, Rivertown and the
Pontchartrain Center.
“This is a big moment in Kenner history,” said
Mayor Yenni. “There are many individuals who share
in the credit of our having come so far. We are very
grateful to the state of Louisiana. We have been
able to forge a great working relationship with the
state, which actually owns the Lake Pontchartrain
water bottoms upon which the entire Laketown
development will be situated. We could not do this
without the assistance of the state. Also, much of the
credit goes to the men and women from the Kenner
business and civic community who have served on
our economic development committee. They have

Photo by Barry Sprague

from page 1

The recently installed “Drying and
Dreaming”statue is illuminated
and located at the south end of
the Laketown median on Williams
Boulevard. The stainless steel
sculpture, in purple and gold hues,
portrays an egret and an anhinga
drying off on a tree.

helped us shape a vision of what Laketown should be
and what it should not be. I believe that Laketown
has the potential to be the most popular commercial
and recreational area on the shores of Lake Pontchartrain in the history of our region. That would
surely be wonderful for the city of Kenner.”

Clesi
from page 13

Don’t let children operate the machine and keep
them a safe distance away when you’re using it.
Use only cleaners approved for your model and
never use chemicals such as pesticides.
Be cautious around power lines, service feeds
and electric meters.
Stand three to four feet from the surface you are
cleaning to prevent harmful ricochet.

Goodwin
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select
State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Casualty
Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, renter’s,
life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard,
Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421
or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.

Big Easy is a Kenner er
cent
Food Bank collection

We Sell Boxes &
Packing Supplies
Including… Mattress Bags
Dish & Glass Packing Kits
Dust Covers • Wardrobe Boxes
Boxes • Tape • Bubble Wrap • Newsprint • Markers • Box Cutters • Rope

2201 West Napoleon at Williams Blvd. • Kenner • 468-3474
0613_Big Easy Storage.indd 1

Like many cities throughout the country, Kenner is going pink in October and city officials are
hoping local residents and businesses will be ready
to show their support for “Breast Cancer Awareness
Month.”
A number of events have been planned during
the month for both city employees and Kenner residents, but Kenner Deputy Chief Administrative Officer Natalie Newton said the goal is to also get as many
city businesses involved as possible.
“We’re going to work hard to raise money and
awareness with events and press releases during
the month, but it is our businesses that can have the
greatest possible impact to benefit breast cancer research,” said Newton.
Newton and Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni
urged businesses to adopt a temporary pink color
scheme for October and to consider special days or
times in which a portion of purchases from customers will benefit breast cancer victims or go to breast
cancer research or other organizations dedicated to
fighting breast cancer.
The city is putting together a special Breast
Cancer Awareness Month page on its website that
will include information and photos and videos from
Kenner’s ongoing pink campaign to benefit a breast
cancer support organization.
“We want to see pink everywhere – pink outfits,
pink babies and even pink pets,” Newton said. “This
is a disease that affects one out of eight women; virtually everyone has a loved one or friend who is or has
been affected by breast cancer. Let’s do what we can
to make breast cancer something women used to
worry about.”
A kickoff event for Kenner employees will be

5/25/13 10:44 PM

from page 16

tis is more commonly seen in people with occupations that
cause them to overuse their arms. It is an overuse of the
muscles which are attached to the outer part of the elbow,
the muscles that pull the wrist backwards. Diagnosis of this
condition is a fairly simple process in testing for tenderness
over the outer part of the elbow and asking the patient to
extend the wrist against resistance. When both symptoms
are painful, it is likely that you have tennis elbow.
Medial epicondylitis or “golfers elbow” as it is commonly referred is an inflammation with associated pain
around the inner part of the elbow. In youth baseball players, the condition is referred to as “pitcher’s elbow,” a sign
of poor mechanics in the younger pitcher that causes increased stress placed upon the inner elbow region. A player
at any baseball position can experience pitcher’s elbow if
they do not properly condition and go through a throwing
program before the beginning of a new season. If left alone,
this condition in young athletes can progress fairly rapidly
into a more serious condition. Changing faulty mechanics
when throwing and performing the proper stretches along
with cooling down with ice can help prevent further progression. The muscles that bend the wrist inward when
used in a repeated and forceful manner cause tiny tears
in the tendon area of the attachment to the inner elbow
region. Again, any occupation that causes repeated overuse of these muscles with gripping, grasping and turning of
the hand is found to be among the common activities that
cause medial epicondylitis.
Golfer’s elbow is caused by the right hand overpowering the pull of the left hand through the golf swing and
also occurs when a high handicap golfer hits the ball “fat”

held October 1 at Veterans Park, culminating in a
balloon release at 11:00 a.m. Pink ribbons can be purchased to honor friends and loved ones who are breast
cancer survivors or as a loving memorial to those who
lost their battle. The ribbons, which will also be on
sale at Oktoberfest beginning on Saturday, October 11
and Sunday, October 12 will continue on October 25
and 26. The ribbons will be proudly displayed on the
fence that surrounds Heritage Park and other areas
along Williams Boulevard in Rivertown.
The first weekend of October will feature Music
in the Park and Movies in the Park event on Friday
and Saturday. The band will be announced later this
month and perform from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. on Friday,
October 3 in Heritage Park, 2015 Fourth Street. On
Saturday, October 4, there will be a Movies in the Park
free showing of “The Pink Panther” beginning at 8:00
p.m., also in Heritage Park.
Both events will include food, drinks and local
vendors. For more information on those events, contact Heidi Glorioso at 468-7211.
On October 15, a paint party to benefit the fight
against breast cancer will be held at Chateau Golf
and Country Club, located at 3600 Chateau Boulevard.
Bring a friend to this event– the cost is $40 per person.
Proceeds go to a Breast Cancer support organization.
For more details, contact Leisure Services Manager
Kerri Diaz at 468-7268.
Additional events are expected as news about
this campaign spreads. More details will be available
in the coming weeks on Kenner’s website, www.kenner.la.us, about the different ways residents and local
companies can show off their decisions to go pink and
challenge others to do the same.

with the ground causing increased stress to the muscles
and tendons. Diagnosis of this condition is a fairly simple
process by testing for tenderness over the inner part of the
elbow and asking the patient to flex the wrist against resistance. When both symptoms are painful, it is likely that you
have golfer’s elbow.
Treatment of both of these conditions start with rest
from the activity that caused the symptoms to occur allowing time for healing. Applying ice to the inflamed area will
help decrease pain and swelling. Physical therapy can help
to instruct the patient in proper stretching and strengthening exercises as well as using certain modalities such as
ultrasound and performing tissue mobilization techniques
to help restore normal tissue. Early on, isometric exercises
help to maintain muscle mass without over stressing tissue
with progression into progressive resistive strengthening
exercises to help increase strength and endurance of the
muscles around the elbow. Problems can be avoided by
taking frequent breaks as you work, improving overall arm
muscle condition and limiting heavy pushing, pulling or
grasping. Working on good mechanics in the tennis stroke
and golf swing as well as working with younger athletes on
good mechanics off the mound when pitching will help prevent these conditions as well.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 3921
Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other locations
in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin graduated
from LSU Medical School Department of Allied Health
Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting
www.orthosportstherapy.com.
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kenner.la.us. Information can also be found on the
city of Kenner’s website at www.kenner.la.us. Just
click on the Rivertown icon at the bottom of the page.
The Rivertown museums are open from Tuesday
through Friday for schools, camps and groups. The picturesque area of Kenner’s Heritage Park can be used for
picnic lunches by visiting schools during the week or for
photo sessions by the general public on Saturdays. The
box office, located in the Planetarium at 2020 Fourth
Street opens on Saturdays at 10:45 a.m. for public show
ticket purchases.
The Kenner Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema is unique in the region. It includes a 50-foot
domed screen and offers 118 stadium style seats.
“Adults and children are regularly dazzled by the
presentations on astronomy, Megadome features
on more general topics and musical laser light show
presentations,” said Glorioso.
The Rivertown Science Center allows visitors to
explore the world of science through exhibits dedicated to weather, rivers and streams, insects and optical
illusions. A new exhibit, sponsored by WWL-TV, offers
“green screen” technology and demonstrates how televi-

Treasure Chest Casino
from page 1

to each council district for capital infrastructure maintenance and construction and the remaining 25 percent is
used for reduction of the city’s debt. In 1994, when the
Kenner City Council agreed upon this disbursement formula it became the first major capital outlay funding in
the city’s budget since 1982.
Millions and millions of dollars in street, drainage
and sewer work, among other capital improvements,
have been paid for by Treasure Chest Casino monies and
all five council districts have benefitted, contributing to
a major part of infrastructure improvement in the city
during the last 20 years.
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said, “It is interesting that there were some concerns 20 years ago that the
Treasure Chest would trigger additional crime. Of course,
that hasn’t happened. In fact, the money we receive

Carroll
from page 1

that concerns about the expected increased traffic and
all environmental issues be addressed before plans for
the new terminal are approved. Carroll says he worked
closely with the Kenner legislative delegation in the hope
that the state of Louisiana might be willing to fund a new
I-10 Interchange connecting with the new terminal but
he says as of today the state just doesn’t have the funds to
do it. “I certainly want the plans for the new terminal to
go forward yet I think it’s crucial that the planners think
just as much about what happens outside the airport
tract as they think about plans for the new terminal.”
In other matters, Carroll is especially proud of
the role he has played in the revitalization of Rivertown,
south Kenner’s historic district, and the improvements
made by the Kenner Recreation Department to the Buddy Lawson, Susan Park and Lincoln Manor playgrounds
and gymnasiums in District 1.
“The turnaround of Rivertown has been inspiring.
Being named as a Main Street community is a really
important thing. Repurposing many of our historic buildings has been a smart thing to do,” said Carroll. “So many
people have contributed to the revival of our historic district. It has taken great teamwork to get as far as we have

from the Treasure Chest is vital for the Kenner Police
Department to maintain its current, excellent level of
law enforcement. The money from the Treasure Chest
also helps the city pay for important capital projects. My
hope is another 20 prosperous years for the Treasure
Chest. They have been a great partner and they will be
a key element in any redevelopment proposals for the
lakefront area.”
Rodney Miller, marketing director of the Treasure Chest, is a native of the New Orleans area and has
worked for Treasure Chest and parent company, Boyd
Gaming, since 2002.
“We have a wonderful relationship with the city
of Kenner,” Miller says. “A great partnership has been
developed over our 20 years working together.” Miller
says the Treasure Chest employs just under 700 workers,
making it one of Kenner’s largest employers along with
the airport and Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Miller
said most Treasure Chest employees reside in either
Kenner or Metairie.
come, yet we still have a long way to go. I am completely
committed to doing all I can to finish the job and help
make Rivertown completely self-supporting.”
Councilman Carroll says that as someone who
once played ball on Kenner playgrounds, he feels strongly that the city’s gyms and fields should be “pristine” and
the KRD staff should be welcoming to boys and girls who
want to play. “The KRD has done a great job of improving facilities in District 1,” he says. “It hasn’t been easy
and they deserve great credit for all their hard work and
commitment.”
As for the canal adjacent to the Lincoln Manor subdivision, Carroll says he has been trying since 2009 to get
funds to improve the canal and to address safety issues
that currently exist. “I think a very dangerous situation
exists and I want to work with Kenner and Jefferson Parish Public Works Departments and hope to make some
significant progress on that in my next four years.”
Regarding his role in government, Councilman
Carroll says he looks forward to the next four years with
Mayor Michael S. Yenni and his new colleagues on the
Kenner Council. “I try to be professional and respectful,”
says Carroll. “I understand that we can’t hope to agree
all the time but our differences should never become
personal. I also agree that every district of the city needs
to make progress. We are all in this together and we have
to move forward together, hand in hand.

Central to the Kenner
Planetarium and
MegaDome Cinema’s
118-seat theater is
a Zeiss Starmaster
planetarium projector
capable of displaying
10,000 twinkling
stars on a 50-foot
domed screen.

The Rivertown Science Center
was renovated in 2011 to include a
WWL-TV sponsored weather station
exhibit. Children and adults can
deliver weather forecasts with the
help of green screen technology, just
like the pros on television.

Far from being closed, we think Rivertown and our
museums are a prized jewel in Kenner. We see end“Besides our financial contributions to the city,
we enjoy being a sponsor to many community events
around Laketown such as National Night Out Against
Crime and Race to the Lake,” said Miller. “We understand the impact our contributions can make within the
Kenner community and have found that the city of Kenner is a great environment for cooperative endeavors.”
“As Treasure Chest continues to move ahead we
are always thankful for the relationships we have built
in the past 20 years throughout the community,” said
Miller. “Kenner has proven to be a great place for us and
we hope that the community is as pleased with the Treasure Chest as we’re pleased with being members of the
Kenner community.”
Boyd Gaming Corporation, one of the leading casino entertainment companies in the country and the operator of the casino, owned 15 percent at its opening in
1994 before acquiring Treasure Chest outright in 1997.
The casino’s vessel, built in Braithwaite, Louisiana, has three decks totaling 25,000 square feet and
upon its maiden voyage to Kenner required the temporary raising of electrical transmission lines on Lake
Pontchartrain for the ship to get to its Laketown dock,
at a cost of $40,000. A permanent construction plan to
raise the transmission lines cost the casino $1.2 million.
Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown
at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is
open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from 8:00
a.m. until 3:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. The

Visit with Sputnik
the robot to learn
how technology
from NASA’s space
program has spun
off to uses in our
everyday life via
materials like Mylar,
cell phones and
robotic vacuum
cleaners.

less opportunities for growth and success in the area
far into the future.”

Photo by Jim Vance

from page 1

sion stations present the weather to their viewers. Also
very popular is an exhibit sponsored by WYES-TV that
features Sid the Science Kid and is geared to children
from kindergarten to second grade.
The Space Station is a one-of-a-kind exhibit
that is a prototype of the actual International Space
Station now in use in outer space that is utilized by
U.S. and Russian astronauts. Dedicated to space
travel and technology, it features exhibits that portray NASA’s evolving rocketry, the spin-offs that have
resulted from space travel and technology as well as
“Sput-Nick” the robot who can be seen only in Rivertown.
“We are so proud of our unique planetarium and
remarkable museums,” said Glorioso. “We’ve found
that both adults and children are fascinated by our
fulldome shows, our pinpoint accurate starfield and
dazzling laser shows. Saturdays are really special in
Rivertown because we see many families with three
generations represented – grandparents, parents
and children. Even beyond the terrific museums, Rivertown is a 16-block historic district that accurately
reflects how Kenner was in its early years in the late
19th century and early 20th century. During the week,
we host many school groups that have come to see
the museums and enjoy the ambiance of Rivertown.

Treasure Chest Casino is shown on
its maiden voyage in 1994 from
Braithwaite to Kenner’s shores. It
was necessary for LP & L to raise power
lines to allow the Treasure Chest Casino
to reach its dock at Laketown.
casino’s phone number is 443-8000 and the website
is www.treasurechestcasino.com.

24-hour electricAl service
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FREE ESTIMATES
LA License #28613

Rivertown
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REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE
BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE
over
30 Years
experience

455-2355

No Job Too Small - We Do all!

METAiRiE
KENNER
LICENSED
INSURED
LICENSED •¥ BONDED
BONDED ¥• INSURED

N.O. AREA

OWNER
OWNER RONNIE
RONNIE BELLACI
BELLACI
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Big Easy Storage is now
a Drop Off Station for the
Kenner Food Bank

468-3474

MoVe iN sPeCials aVailaBle!

Super rent SpecialS!
call for Details!

• 24 hour access available
• climate/non-climate controlled
• video surveillance
• on site management
• high & dry
• we accept your deliveries
• hurricane wind rated
• 140,000 square feet
• state-of-the-art construction
• commercial inventory & materials storage
• household goods
• business records
• classic & vintage car storage

Call
for Details!
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www.bigeasyselfstorage.com
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