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New developments coming to Williams Boulevard near Laketown, Kenner 2030 Plan
making impact
million with plans to create an upscale shopping
and beautify corridors throughout the city is havdistrict at the high-profile intersection.
ing the impact we anticipated.”
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said that for
as long as he can remember, the vacant land at the
northwest corner of Joe Yenni and Williams boulevards has been a source of frustration and sometimes even an eyesore. But, that’s about to change.
Mayor Yenni announced on March 5, 2015 that a
developer has purchased the 7.5 acres for $3.5

“I’m excited whenever we add a new business
to the city, but the development of this piece of
land means even more,” Yenni said. “For too many
decades this tract of land has been vacant and I’m
elated by the fact that we are able to put it into
commerce. This, along with the other activity in Laketown, tells me the Kenner 2030 plan to improve

Retailer, At Home, to open new home décor
superstore in Kenner’s Pavillion shopping center

At Home, a home décor superstore, will be
opening a new location in Kenner, announced
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni, Councilwomanat-large Maria DeFrancesch and District 4 Councilman Lenny Cline on March 20, 2015. The store will
be located in the Pavilion shopping center located
at 1000 West Esplanade Boulevard near Chateau

Boulevard, a location previously occupied by Academy Sporting and Outdoors before its relocation to
Veterans Memorial Highway. Expectations are for
At Home to open within 90 days.
“This is fabulous news for the city of Kenner,”
said Mayor Yenni. “It is yet another strong
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Kenner’s $80 million upgrade of
sewerage system beginning to
see positive results

“For too many decades this tract
of land has been vacant and I’m
elated by the fact that we are
able to put it into commerce.”

“The future is bright for Kenner and this is
only the beginning,” said Kenner District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud. “I predict many more developments like this to come to our city due in part
to our corridor enhancements and beautification
projects which were made possible by the vision
page 23

Kenner Mayor Yenni
announces run for
Jefferson Parish president
On March 18, 2015, Kenner Mayor Michael S.
Yenni announced his decision to run for Jefferson
Parish President. Yenni, 38, is serving his second
term as Kenner mayor. Yenni’s grandfather, Joe
Yenni (1980-1987) and his uncle, Michael J. Yenni
(1987-1995), previously held the parish president’s
seat and both died in office.
KDHSA LOGO.pdf
1
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8:30 AM
Said Yenni, “I recognize the potential for this
parish. My plan will stimulate economic growth, attract new families and improve our overall quality
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni
of life. I am eager to begin sharing my vision with
Jefferson Parish residents and business owners.
The possibilities for this parish are inspiring and
would serve as acting mayor until that special elecI will work to show voters that I have the energy, tion is held.
enthusiasm and experience to make Jefferson ParJohn Young, Jefferson Parish’s incumbent
ish the envy of Louisiana.”
president, has announced he is running for LouisiYenni is not required to resign his position as
ana lieutenant governor. On March 6, 2015, threemayor in order to run for parish-wide office. If Yen- term Jefferson Parish Councilman Elton Lagasse,
ni were to win, a special election would be called to 75, announced he would be in the race for Jefferfill his unexpired term as mayor which ends June
son Parish president. The election will be held on
30, 2018. The president of the Kenner City Council
Saturday, October 24, 2015.

CENTER PULL OUT SECTION

Kenner Discovery Health
Sciences Academy will welcome
800 students next year

By Allan Katz

By Allan Katz

For the past five to six years, starting under the administration of
former Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz and continuing under Mayor Michael
S. Yenni, the city of Kenner has been conducting a massive sewer rehabilitation program to improve the deteriorating condition of its aging
sewer system.
“The sewer system rehabilitation is designed to eliminate overflows and to improve the capacity of the entire city’s system. Estimated to cost $80 million, the financing includes a combination of bond
funds, low-interest state Department of Environmental Quality loans,
Community Block Grant funds, and state capital outlay funds, along
with local funds,” said Kenner Public Works Director Jose Gonzalez.
Most of the sewer rehabilitation work that has been completed, currently taking place and soon to start, has not been very
visible to the general public because much of the work has been

As Kenner Discovery Health
Sciences Academy looks forward to
its third year of operations in
August, it has earned a reputation as one of the region’s
HEALTH SCIENCES ACADEMY
most successful
public charter schools. KDHSA is part of the Jefferson Parish Public
School System.
With an expected enrollment of 800 in the next school year,
KDHSA is also one of the fastest growing charter schools in the region. In August, KDHSA’s curriculum will include pre-kindergarten,
kindergarten and grades one through eight. The school is presently
located at 2504 Maine Avenue, the site of the former Joseph S. Maggiore School, but its board, staff, students and supporters are looking
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MOVIES
IN THE
PARK
IN KENNER’S
HERITAGE PARK

AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

one world one sky: Big Birds

Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 27 minutes Adventure
Presented by:

Enjoy family friendly features under the stars on a 25-foot outdoor
movie screen! Bring your own lawn chair or blanket! Weather permitting!

SHOWTIME AT 8PM!
April 18
May 2
May 9
May 16
May 23
May 30

Iron Man 3
Mr. Peabody & Sherman
Paddington Bear
Night at the Museum Secret of the Tomb
Big Hero 6
Penguins of Madagascar

CONCESSIONS FOR SALE!

NO OUTSIDE FOOD, DRINK, OR PETS ALLOWED!
For more info, 468-7231 or visit, www.kenner.la.us
Movies in the Park_0415.indd 1

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Dream to Fly

Saturdays - 12 p.m. & 2 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical dragon flights
thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. Leonardo da
Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned to
look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas about flight, and learn how
generations of dreamers pursued the ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

LASER COUNTRY

Saturdays – 1 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes

Calling all cowboys (and girls)! The Wild West comes alive in this visually stunning animated laser light
show! Featuring some of country music’s most popular new artists as well as some all time favorites,
Laser Country is sure to please audiences of all ages and musical tastes! Featured artists include Garth
Brooks, Johnny Cash, Patsy Cline, Carrie Underwood, and Rascal Flatts…among many others!

Saturn Ring World

Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 23 minutes

Learn about the two-story Cassini-Huygens spacecraft which continues to explore
Saturn and its moons during its extended mission. See Saturn up-close and all-aroundyou inside our dome theater. Ring World is narrated by Star Trek’s John Billingsley (Dr.
Phlox on ENTERPRISE) and was produced by NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY H Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show H Children/Seniors, $5 per show H Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

show schedule subject to change

3/27/15 8:12 PM
MegadomeAd_0315.indd 1

2/21/15 1:13 PM

Fresh fruits, vegetables & dairy for sale grown locally!
Homemade jams and jellies!
Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!

NOW Open Every Saturday • 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

FREE PARKING AND ADMISSION
400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

To become a vendor or for more information
call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211
visit www.kenner.la.us
Farmers Market_0415.indd 1
CityofKennerFP_0415.indd 1

3/27/15 8:12 PM
3/27/15 8:13 PM
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plate lunches, meat pies, savory pastries,
fresh cane juice, natural shakes & juices

Coxinha
deep-fried fritters made with
spiced & floured shredded chicken.

Feijoada
traditional black bean & pork stew made with
salted pork, smoked pork ribs & smoked sausage
served with collard greens, orange slices & rice
sprinkled with tapioca flour (farofa).

Brazilian B
urgers

start at $5
.75

At Ochsner Health Center – Driftwood and Ochsner
Health Center – Kenner we’re making it easy for you
to see a primary care provider. If you’re sick and need
to see a provider the same-day, even on the weekend
we have you covered. If you need to schedule your
annual check-up, our primary care team is ready to
provide you care when you need it.

BRAZILIAN MARKET & CAFE
fast
Brearvked
se
Daily
BrazilianMarket&Cafe_0214.indd 1

2424 Williams Blvd., Suite N • 468-3533
M-F 7am to 7:30pm, Sat 7am to 7pm, Sun 8am to 5pm
www.brazilianmarketcafe.com

Recipe Corner

After 5PM?
Don’t worry
we have
Extended Hours

1/26/14 11:57 AM

Too busy during
the week?
We offer
Saturday and
Sunday
Appointments

PORK LOIN

By foodieforone.com
Break the Lenten fast with a nutritious
protein-packed pork loin. It’s simple to prepare and,
with the hefty price of beef these days, preparing a
pork loin won’t hurt your pocketbook.
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 tablespoon Cajun seasoning
1 tablespoon garlic powder
1 teaspoon kosher salt
(If you’re using a Cajun seasoning with salt as the main ingredient, do not use any additional salt)
1 teaspoon fresh cracked pepper
Place the pork loin in a pan and drizzle with olive oil and rub or sprinkle with the seasoning
mixture. Prepare both sides this way. Place fat side up and into the 500 degree oven for 15
minutes. After 15 minutes, reduce oven temperature to 350° and continue to cook the pork loin
until an internal temperature reaches 145 to 150° and remove.
The pork loin will continue to rise slightly in temperature as it cools . The USDA has approved
cooking pork to these internal temperatures – (www.pork.org/new-usda-guidelines-lower-porkcooking-temperature). If you do not have an internal meat thermometer, roast the pork loin for
approximately 1 hour and 20 minutes.
Allow the pork roast to rest for 10 minutes before slicing. Slice thick, into chunks for dinner or
incorporate into rice dishes. Use paper thin slices for Cuban sandwiches. Recipes appear at our
blog. Enjoy!

Ochsner Health Center – Driftwood
2120 Driftwood Boulevard
Kenner, LA 70065

Ochsner Health Center – Kenner
200 W. Esplanade Avenue, Suite 210
Kenner, LA 70065

To schedule an appointment, please call
504.443.9500 or visit ochsner.org/kenner.

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are
welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions
and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Recipe Corner_0415.indd 1

3/27/15 8:16 PM

Primary Care AD_5w-13.125t.indd 1

2/19/15 2:57 PM
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Home
Equity
Line Of
Credit
It’s Easier
Than You
Think!

NOW

OPEN
2201 Williams Blvd.

(NEXT DOOR TO ICE HOUSE, CORNER OF 22ND STREET)

Monday - Saturday • 7 am - 8 pm • Sunday • 8 am - 8 pm

Low Gas Prices

CAJUNLAND

5.99

20 Pack

800.223.2060 | GULFBANK.COM

Burger Specials

(Chateau Blvd. location only)

Three Cheese, Bacon Burger
(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

19.99

.

www.chateaucafe.com

Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Bud
Coors Lite
Bud Lite
Miller Lite

16 99

3/10/15 1:17 PM

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

SUITCASE

bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

GCB_HELOC_kennerad6870.indd 1

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger

24 PACK 12 OZ.

Long Neck Bottles

Ask a Gulf Coast Bank
banker or visit a branch
location to learn more.

Normal credit qualifications and other
terms and conditions apply. Program
terms and conditions are subject to
change without notice.

287-4492

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Monday - Thursday
7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday
7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm
Ice_House_0415.indd 1

We’re open
ALL DAY
Easter Sunday!

2151 Williams Blvd.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

469-3503

theicehousekenner.com
3/27/15 8:20 PM

“The man who stops
advertising to save
money is like
the man who
stops the clock
to save time.”
—Thomas Jefferson

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for To Go Orders!
ChateauCafe_1113.indd 1

10/25/13 9:18 PM

Advertise in the
KENNER STHR • 468-9125
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Chateau Golf and Country Club
Children’s Summer Camp 2015
OPEN TO PUBLIC
Golf Clinics – Ages 7 & up

Arts Camp – Ages 5-12

Ultimate Fun Camp – Ages 5-12

Additional Info:
• 50% registration fee for non-members
• Children picked up after
15 minutes are subject to $10 late fee
• Extra T-Shirt if you sign up for 2 or
more camps!
• Additional t-shirts can be purchased
for $10.

Instruction will include: Putting, Chipping & Bunker Shots, Long Irons, Short Irons,
Fairway Woods & Tee Shots. Other Activities will include: Chateau Putt Putt, Golf
Course Etiquette and Dress Code, & Actual Playing on the Course! Children 7 and up
only, please.
Sessions: June 2-5, July 7-10; Tuesday-Friday 9am -10:30am
Member rate: $65 per member per session Non-member rate: $75 per non-member
Includes Camp T-shirt, Refreshments, & Nutritional Snacks.
Contact Chateau PGA Head Golf Professional, Wayne Fuselier at (504) 467-1351 or
golf-pro@chateaugcc.com.

Join us for 3 fun filled weeks at our “Ultimate FUN Camp”! This summer camp will
showcase all we offer here at Chateau. Camp activities include: Tennis, Soccer, Golf,
Swimming, Cooking and Arts and Crafts. Every day is sure to be full of fun and learning.
Your child will have a blast! All children ages 5-12 are welcome to participate!
Sessions: Monday – Friday 9:00 am – 3:00 pm; June 8-12; July 13-17; August 3-7
Members: $225 Week per Child, Non-Members $260 Week per child.
Includes Snack, lunch, & drinks, and 1 camp t-shirt (must be worn everyday).
Space is LIMITED. Sign up is REQUIRED by the Thursday prior to the 1st day of camp.
NO WALK-INS WILL BE PERMITTED.
For more infomation and registration forms please call Stacey or Lee @ (504) 467-1351

Kids will enjoy jewelry making, painting, and all sorts of fun arts & craft projects
at our Arts Camp. Children ages 5-12 are welcome to sign up.
Tuesday – Friday 10:30 – 11:00 am on June 16 – 19 & July 21 – 24
Member rate: $75 per child per week. Non-member rate: $85 per child per week
Includes snacks, drinks, and supplies. To sign up please call (504) 467-1351

Chateau Golf & Country Club

3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner • 467-1351

www.chateaugcc.com.

*Times and dates are subject to change based on number of participants.
Chateau CC Summer Programs_0415.indd 1

3/29/15 7:29 PM

www.nolasportsmedicine.com
Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy
Orthopedic Center_1114.indd 1

467-5900

671 W. Esplanade

943-5777

889-2663

7030 Canal Boulevard 4921 Airline Drive
10/24/14 8:44 PM
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from The Editor

Suddenly, Kenner is hot – very hot
By Allan Katz

From the standpoints of investment
and development, the
city of Kenner is suddenly scorching hot
with big-time investments pouring in totaling tens of millions of dollars. It’s hard to believe that it was just five
years ago that then-newly-elected Mayor Michael S. Yenni faced a city dealing with declining sales tax revenues
and budget cuts in pretty much every department.
Today, at City Hall and in business circles, there
are big smiles in response to the announcement that
the retailer, At Home, a home décor superstore, is going
to open their first Louisiana store in Kenner at the Pavilion shopping center on West Esplanade Avenue near
Chateau Boulevard. At Home will be investing millions of
dollars in their new store and hiring hundreds of workers.
But that’s not all. A big-time developer has purchased the vacant 7.5 acres, part of the Loyola tract, at
Williams Boulevard and Joe Yenni Boulevard near Laketown for $3.5 million with plans to develop a high-end
shopping mall on what has long been a glaringly empty
piece of land. The development group is led by Kenner
resident Jason Mobley and developer Jody Grass.

APRIL 2015

And then there’s more. Kenner attorney Miguel
Elias has purchased a 10,464 square foot building at 4224
Williams Boulevard near Laketown and is spending more
than $1 million renovating the building for his new law
offices and possibly in the future will open a restaurant
as well.
All of these new investments are in addition to the
billion dollar new airport terminal that should be driving
piles this summer, the proposals for the upscale new Laketown waterfront boardwalk development due in May
and the first-class shopping mall being built at the old
Redwood Village site on West Esplanade Avenue between
Power Boulevard and Williams Boulevard.
So, if the question is, can Kenner be a viable 21st
century city? The answer is, yes, you’d better believe it!
Much of the credit for developing this investmentsplurge goes to Mayor Michael S. Yenni, his administration and the city council. When Yenni was elected just
about five years ago, the first thing he had to do was
cut the budget. That was not pleasant. Employees lost
through attrition were not replaced and there was a
reduction in force. The national recession was taking its
toll on the Kenner economy and many private companies were laying off workers. Kenner’s financial picture
was dim with stagnant sales tax revenue. The adminis-
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That led to the passage of a bond issue with a tremendous coalition of support behind it. Kenner now has
a commitment to spend $28 million on streets, intersections and land beautification. Quigley says the developers saw the city make a commitment and concluded
that Kenner was a safe place to invest. At the same time,
Mayor Yenni put together almost $80 million to fix Kenner’s deteriorating sewerage system – another positive
commitment that investors appreciated.
Added to the basket of positives was another economic committee recommendation that has come to
fruition, the creation of the highly popular Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, a charter school that
gives preference to Kenner residents – a good reason for
families eager to send their kids to KDHSA to look for
real estate within the city limits.
When the economic development committee put
together the 2030 Plan for Kenner, they included a timetable for each goal to be completed. But, Quigley says
the positive developments and achievement of goals are
coming sooner than expected. “We always felt that we
could attract investors,” says Quigley, “but I don’t think
anyone anticipated that it would happen so soon.”
The challenge, of course, is not to be satisfied and
keep the fire burning. “It’s a great thing to be a hot city,”
says Mayor Yenni. “We want to keep it up.”
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@
bellsouth.net.

Political
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Kenner Star is a tabloid newspaper published monthly
and is distributed by direct mail free to all registered
voter households in Kenner, numbering almost 20,000
households. An additional 2,000 copies are also distributed
each month in high traffic locations in Kenner.

tration’s plan in part to revitalize the city was to attract
young homeowners to the city.
It was at that point that Mayor Yenni created the
Kenner Economic Development Committee with more
than 70 members, including elected officials, business
and civic leaders to come up with the Kenner 2030
Plan, a strategic plan for a prosperous future. Pessimists
thought the committee was little more than window
dressing. How, they asked, would a group this large get
organized and accomplish anything? The pessimists predicted they would wrangle for months before breaking up
without any productive results.
But, in fact, the pessimists were dead wrong. With
some help from the mayor, his staff, the city council, consultants and business leaders like Henry Shane, the committee came up with a detailed implementation plan. They
formed groups for specific objectives and went straight to
work to create Kenner’s 2030 Plan for the future which
identified the city’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats. The 2030 Plan addressed the questions
of identifying where the city is today, where does the city
want to be in the future and how does the city get there. All
involved were heavily involved in implementing the plan.
One of those who helped guide the committee is
Kenner Chief Administrative Officer Mike Quigley. “One
of the points the business leaders made was that if Kenner wanted developers to invest and young families to
move to the city, then Kenner needed to put up its own
money and set an example by investing in itself,” he says.

Jindal turned goodwill into good riddance
By Jeff Crouere
Well, the reign of
Bobby Jindal is thankfully coming to an end.
He is weeks away from
delivering his final address to the Louisiana Legislature. His speech will undoubtedly focus on his agenda to deal with the state’s
horrific fiscal problems. We are facing a $1.6 billion
deficit and the options are not very palatable.
The governor’s agenda in this fiscal session will be
as unpopular as it was in the last fiscal session two years
ago when he tried to remake the state’s tax system. In
that session, he totally punted on his agenda, so it will
be interesting to see if he does better this time.
One of the problems for Governor Jindal is that he
is not very popular in the Louisiana Legislature. State
lawmakers complain that they have very limited access
to Jindal and only see him on the first day of a session
and then on the last day. He invests no personal time in
building relationships with legislators or working with
them to promote an agenda.
In fact, his unpopularity with legislators is on par
with his unpopularity statewide. In a recent poll, conducted by the Mississippi-based consulting group, Triumph Campaigns, Jindal scores an all time low approval
rating of 27 percent. The pollsters are not affiliated with
any statewide campaign, so their independent results
should be given extra credibility.
The survey of 1,655 Louisiana voters, with a margin of error of 2.4 percent, was conducted in early March.
It showed how remarkably unpopular Governor Jindal
has become with the people of Louisiana. Not only is his
approval rating the lowest of any Louisiana governor in
the modern era, but his 63 percent disapproval rating
is worse than any received by even the most unpopular
statewide elected officials. Governor Kathleen Blanco
during her worst Hurricane Katrina moments did not

have a disapproval rating of 63 percent. Even President
Barack Obama, who is generally disliked by the vast
majority of Louisiana voters, is more popular than Governor Jindal.
What happened to Bobby Jindal? Why the unpopularity? Initially, Bobby Jindal benefited from buyer’s remorse and was elected in 2007 as voters rewarded him
with the office they had denied him four years earlier.
In 2011, he was re-elected because he had amassed a
massive campaign war chest and faced minimal opposition. Unfortunately, he turned the initial feeling of goodwill from the people of Louisiana into a feeling of good
riddance. He turned his back on Louisiana, a state that
continues to struggle with the longstanding problems
of crime, poverty, crumbling infrastructure, coastal erosion, budget woes, skyrocketing healthcare costs and a
poorly funded higher education system.
Jindal placed his national aspirations ahead of
the people’s business. It was evident from his first day
in office, but it has become worse in recent years. In
2013, the governor spent 20 percent of his time outside
of Louisiana, but, in 2014, he was out of the state an
amazing 45 percent of the time.
This year, his travel schedule has only increased.
Jindal’s travels outside of Louisiana have focused on “official” state business as well as personal matters such
as fundraising and political campaigning. Soon, he will
be announcing a presidential campaign so the people of
Louisiana will be seeing even less of Bobby Jindal.
If we miss Bobby Jindal, all we have to do is turn
on the television. He is a regular on the national news
programs; however, every time a Louisiana voter sees
Jindal on a cable television show, there is certainly at
least a tinge of resentment. He is being paid to do an
extremely important job, serve as the chief executive
of our state, yet he acts totally disinterested in the position. He prefers to offer “solutions” to national prob-

lems, while neglecting the tremendous challenges in
his home state.
Ironically, despite his single-minded focus on his
presidential campaign, the results are rather unimpressive. In fact, his presidential campaign is floundering.
Jindal finished close to the bottom at the CPAC straw
poll in January. Recent surveys in key battleground
states show Jindal registering at only one or two percent, if at all. He comes in last in the Real Clear Politics
Iowa poll average and this is a state where he has invested plenty of his time and energy, while neglecting
his Louisiana constituents.
The next governor of Louisiana cannot get here
soon enough. Simply, the people of Louisiana are disgusted by Bobby Jindal and ready for him to move to
Washington D.C. He will not be moving there as president of the United States, but maybe a television network will hire Governor Jindal as a talking head. He
has plenty of credentials; he can talk fast, recite loads
of statistics and make questionable claims about his socalled achievements as governor.
His best bet might be to apply to NBC News, the
network that gave us Brian Williams. They like to hire
people who tell tall tales about their accomplishments.
Just imagine, Bobby Jindal, the next NBC evening news
anchor, what a perfect fit!
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his
Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m.
Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, Channel
32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on
radio station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the
north shore. Crouere is a political analyst for WGNOTV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Steven A. Watts

Kenner developments improving quality of life

Attorney at Law
35 years
experience

By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor
Just last month, I was proud to announce that the Association of Volleyball
Professionals pro beach volleyball tour
will open its 2015 season in Kenner on
May 22-24, 2015, which is great news for
the city in general and for Laketown in particular.
Playing host to any major sporting event is an incredible honor.
First, the AVP tour has the best volleyball players in the country, including players like Kerri Walsh Jennings and Phil Dalhausser, who have
won gold medals at the Olympics and the tournament gives residents
the chance to see some of the very best athletes in the world.
The tournament is on Memorial Day weekend, and the championship matches on Sunday, May 24 will be on national television. That’s
incredible exposure for the city of Kenner and the New Orleans area.
This is not only a tremendous distinction for the city, but it’s an
even greater opportunity. If we support the tournament the way I think
Kenner and the New Orleans area can, we will be making a strong argument to become a permanent part of the AVP tour.
This is also great news for one of our businesses, Coconut Beach.
Without Coconut Beach, the largest man-made sand volleyball complex in the country, I don’t think the AVP decides to stage one of its
eight tournament stops for 2015 in Kenner.
And, of course, this is another in a series of exciting developments
in Laketown.
Last summer, a contractor completed $1.1 million in median
improvements on Williams Boulevard from Vintage Drive to Joe
Yenni Boulevard.

These improvements were completely paid for by hotel-motel
taxes that must be spent in Laketown. But the corridor improvement
is similar to the projects included in the 2030 Plan and financed primarily by the refinancing of sales tax bonds so that no Kenner resident
pays an additional penny in taxes for all of the beautification.
We are now seeing developers respond to the Laketown corridor
work by deciding to make significant investments in the area. A 7.5
Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
acre tract at the high-profile intersection of Williams and Joe Yenni has
Successions, Business Transactions
been purchased by Unfolded Property Development Group, with plans
to develop a high-end shopping area with a Planet Fitness in the first
Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law
phase and hopes to attract a hotel in the second phase.
3925 N. I-10 Service Road • Suite 230 • Metairie
Local attorney Miguel Elias has purchased the 10,000 square foot
building at 4224 Williams to relocate his growing practice and has said
836-0811
the median improvements completed and others to be finished over
the next few years convinced him to remain in Kenner and shun locaWatts_0215.indd 1
1/24/15 8:43 PM
tions in New Orleans and Metairie.
And, of course, we are awaiting proposals from developers to
transform 15 acres of lakefront property into a boardwalk-type development that could be a huge boost for Kenner and the entire
metro area by becoming a the type of lakefront attraction that atSMALL JOBS
tracts locals and tourists. We’ll know more on May 8, the deadline
to turn in proposals.
Repairs • Drain Cleaning
This is an incredibly exciting time in the city of Kenner. I hope to
see everyone at the AVP tournament May 22-24 in Laketown.
Hot Water Heaters
•
Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or by email at
Residential Repairs
kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Servicing Metairie & Kenner

885-0399
818-0007

Police
April is “National Child Abuse Prevention” month

Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

0213-SabellasPlumbing.indd 1

By Michael Glaser –. Kenner Police Chief
This month and throughout the
year, the Kenner Police Department
celebrates and recognizes National
Child Abuse Prevention Month by encouraging all individuals and organizations to play a role in making Kenner a
better place for families. By ensuring that parents have the knowledge, skills and resources they need to care for their children, we
can help prevent child abuse and neglect by strengthening families
and communities. April is a time to celebrate the important role
that communities play in protecting children. Everyone’s participation is critical.
Here are some ways to help prevent child abuse as a member
of the community:
•Help to organize after-school programs for your neighborhood
children
• Offer to check in on your neighbor’s latch-key children
• Introduce children to the arts such as museums, children’s theater/concerts and libraries
• V olunteer for a non-profit organization that supports families
•  Contact your local officials to advocate for policies that strengthen and support families
• Become a foster or adoptive parent
During the month of April, the Kenner Police Department will
participate in the “Pinwheels for Prevention” campaign. “Pinwheels
for Prevention” is a nation al movement which highlights the pinwheel as a symbol for child abuse prevention. This campaign puts
focus on the belief that the prevention of child abuse and neglect
makes a significant impact on our communities, economy and our
country. Pinwheel plantings help to create awareness that there is a
need for programs and policies that focus on child abuse prevention
strategies.
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Additionally, in honor of National Child Abuse Prevention
Month, the Jefferson Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC), a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization that provides direct services to child
abuse survivors, has scheduled its 4th annual “Step Up for Children”
gala on Saturday, April 18, 2015, from 8:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.
(with a patron party scheduled for 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.) at the
World War II Museum’s Stage Door Canteen located at 945 Magazine
Street in New Orleans. This festive evening will include live entertainment, delicious food, drinks and exciting auctions. For more information about the gala, including sponsorship packages, as well as
other Jefferson CAC activities/events, please contact Jefferson CAC
Executive Director Erika Dupépé at 364-3857, by email at erika@
jeffersoncac.com or visit the CAC website at www.jeffersoncac.com.
For more information about child abuse prevention programs
and activities during the month of April and throughout the year,
you can also contact the New Orleans Children’s Advocacy Center at
894-5484 or www.nocac.net, Prevent Child Abuse Louisiana at www.
pcal.org or their KIDLINE at 1-800-CHILDREN for parenting help by
phone and the National Children’s Alliance at www.nationalchildrensalliance.org.
Here are some contacts for reporting child abuse:
Kenner Police Department: 712-2222
Department of Children and Family Services: 1-855-4LA-KIDS
(24-hour child abuse hotline) and www.dss.state.la.us.
Child Help: 1-800-4-A-CHILD (national child abuse hotline)
and www.childhelp.org.
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children:
1-800-THE-LOST (24-hour hotline) and www.missingkids.com.
Chief Glaser can be reached by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit
the Kenner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com.

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

1/25/13 7:33 PM

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120
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Government

Kenner Council Clerk’s office saving money by going paperless
By Natalie Tartaglia – Kenner Council Clerk
As the council
clerk for the city Kenner, one of my responsibilities is preparing
the council agendas
and all of the supporting documents for the City Council meetings.
The Kenner City Council meets the first and
third Thursdays of the month, though the date can be
changed by a vote of the council in the event holidays
or other events make it unlikely that members of the
public – or a majority of the council – could attend.
Depending on the issues to appear on the agenda, we have had council meeting packets that were
500 pages long. That’s not only difficult to put together,

and nearly impossible for council members and others
to quickly find important information, it’s also costly
and time-consuming to print.
That waste of paper also is not good for the environment and it is not in line with Mayor Michael S.
Yenni’s goal for all departments to find ways to reduce
waste. For example, in 2010, a new software program
allowed the Mayor’s Court to become one of the first
in the area to go paperless.
Following that lead, the Council Office went paperless beginning in October, 2014. Instead of printing enormous agendas, that information is scanned
to create a large PDF document. All council members
and some members of the administration now use tablets to view the meeting agendas, significantly cutting

our paper costs.
But that wasn’t the only change to save paper
use. We previously decided to tackle the amount of
paper used by all of the council assistants in the
Council Office.
It’s vital for council members to stay in touch
with their constituents, but that can also mean lots
of paper documents. Beginning in 2013, we instituted
new procedures for email lists to be created for each
council district. That means newsletters and other
correspondence aren’t mailed individually – using up
postage, letterhead and envelopes. Of course, every
Kenner resident doesn’t have computer access, so we
make sure these people are notified separately.
Still, the savings has been significant. In fact, I

urge any resident who would like to be added to receive various correspondence and notifications from
their council member to send their email address to
their council member’s office via email. The district
council members email addresses can be found in the
city directory at www.kenner.la.us.
Natalia Tartaglia is the city of Kenner’s Council Clerk with an office located at 1801 Williams Boulevard, Building B, Third Floor in Kenner. Tartaglia
can be reached at 468-7245 or by email at clerk@
kenner.la.us.

Kenner acquires communications equipment to bolster emergency operations center
Kenner’s Emergency Operations Center has
been significantly enhanced with the recent acquisition of more than $38,000 in public safety radio and
satellite phone/radio equipment at no cost to the city,
said Douglas Dodt, Kenner’s Emergency Preparedness Coordinator.
The advanced communications equipment will
allow Kenner’s EOC to better support emergencybased communications for police, fire and public
works departments in the city as well as other first
responders throughout the region, Dodt said.
Equipment acquired by the city includes a Louisiana Wireless Information Network (LWIN) capable

portable radio dispatch console. The radio equipment, valued at approximately $18,000, allows the city
to better monitor emergency situations, coordinate
multi-agency response and provide communications
contingencies in the event of infrastructure failure or
service disruption.
State Homeland Security Program (SHSP) and
Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI) grants provided
funding for the equipment. Kenner’s application for
the equipment was approved by the Governor’s Office
of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness
(GOHSEP) after being submitted through the Jefferson Parish Homeland Security Committee. The U.S.

Department of Homeland Security (DHS) sets funding
priorities and guidance for the grant programs.
In addition, GOHSEP recently provided several
portable satellite phone/radio kits valued at approximately $20,000 at no cost to the city.
“Working closely with our parish, state and federal partners, Kenner’s administration continually seeks
out resources to better serve our community and sup-

port our first responders in time of crisis” said Mayor
Michael S. Yenni.
“Our local emergency preparedness planning
initiatives and facilities are recognized by state and
federal agencies as worthwhile investments, good
examples of a local effort that is contributing to a
stronger, more comprehensive national preparedness capacity.”

Jefferson Parish Councilman Ben Zahn
secures $100,000 for Kenner
By Allan Katz
During his three-year tenure as a Jefferson Parish Councilman, Ben Zahn has been able to direct
more than $1.3 million in parish funds to projects in
the city of Kenner. Zahn, a former Kenner councilman, has most recently secured $100,000 to be used
for Kenner recreational projects.
Councilman Zahn said, “In reviewing the Jefferson Parish budget, my staff and I saw that Kenner
should have been sharing in several of the millages
collected by the parish from Kenner taxpayers. One
example is the $100,000 in millage funds that should
have been directed to the city of Kenner for recreational programs. I’m glad that we could correct this
oversight.”

Over the past three years, Councilman Zahn –
who represented District 3 during his time on the Kenner City Council – has been able to secure Jefferson
Parish funds that were used for a complete overhaul
of the North Kenner Library, helped supplement the
city’s transportation fund, contributed to the development of Coconut Beach which has become the center
of adult volleyball in the metro New Orleans area and
paid for additional crime cameras to assist the Kenner
Police Department. Funds secured by Councilman
Zahn have also resulted in the donation of Jefferson
Parish surplus vehicles to Kenner and helped pay for
Kenner recreational projects.

Community
Kenner Leisure Service expands arts program
During the summer of 2015 the Kenner Parks
and Recreation Leisure Service Department is expanding their performing arts program. Leisure
Service Manager Kerri Diaz said, “In addition to our
evening ‘Musical Theatre’ and ‘Broadway Kids’ classes, we have added a ‘Theatre Camp.’” This Leisure
Service Department will host two separate summer
two-week sessions focusing on all aspects that go into
preparing for a theatre performance, including acting,
singing, dancing and set design.
“Our Kenner theatre community is expanding
and so are we. Each camp will end on the last day with
a live performance for family and friends. We have
partnered with our city’s Community Development
Department to offer a limited number of grants so that

low-income families can get the opportunity to participate in a quality theatre program.” Anyone interested
in applying for a grant
should contact Kenner
Community Development Department for an
application at 468-7588.
A complete list
and description of all
the Leisure Service 2015
summer programs can
be found in the four-page
center pull-out special
section in this edition of the Kenner Star. For further
information contact Kerri Diaz at 468-7268.

Airport
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New Orleans Airport fares among most affordable in nation
By Iftikhar Ahmad – Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation
The Bureau of
Transportation recently
released statistics for
average air fares at the
top 100 U.S. airports.
The Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport is ranked at number 79, which is in the fourth quartile, meaning that we are one of the most affordable
airports to fly to and from. Our average air fare is $360,
which consists of domestic round-trip fares, including
taxes and fees at the time of purchase. The top five most
expensive airports were all above the $500 mark.
This ranking reflects the airport’s success in securing new airlines, including ultra-low cost airlines,
which increases competition and lowers air fares. In
February 2015, the ultra-low cost carrier, Allegiant Air,
began nonstop service to Indianapolis, IN (IND); Cincinnati, OH (CVG); Columbus, OH (LCK); and OrlandoSanford, FL (SFB). Allegiant Air offers low base fares
and à la carte add-ons such as vacation packages, hotels

and attractions. Flights to Orlando-Sanford can be purchased for as low as $45 each way!
Additionally, Spirit Airlines’ ultra-low cost
service has increased over the last year. Spirit
expanded its non-stop offerings to include Dallas, TX (DFW); Fort Lauderdale, FL (FLL); Detroit, MI (DTW); Houston, TX (IAH); and Chicago,
IL (ORD). Similar to Allegiant, Spirit offers an
unbundled product where customers choose the
amenities and services they desire. With these low
fares, why drive when flights to Houston can be
purchased for as low as $35 each way!
Airline competition at Armstrong International
benefits our community with greater flight options and
more competitive fares, especially when airlines are
competing on the same routes. For example, we now
have four airlines offering non-stop service to Cancun,
including Branson AirExpress operated by Orange Air,
Delta Air Lines, United Airlines and Vacation Express.
Delta and United offer one weekly non-stop flight on

Saturdays, but customers choosing a stay shorter than
one week can easily connect over their respective hubs
when booking their trip. To view flight options on Delta,
visit www.delta.com. For flight options with United,
visit www.united.com.
Vacation Express offers three weekly flights to
Cancun on Sundays, Thursdays and Saturdays, and customers can choose among multiple itinerary options. If
you would like to explore another tropical destination,
Vacation Express also provides non-stop weekly service
to Punta Cana, Dominican Republic (PUJ) on Thursdays. Vacation Express offers hotel packages too, so
customers may book their complete travel experience
through www.vacationexpress.com.
Branson AirExpress operated by Orange Air
is one of our newest airlines to announce service
and will begin discounted flights to Cancun in May.
Flights will depart New Orleans on Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Branson AirExpress operated by
Orange Air will also offer non-stop flights to Branson,

Missouri. To learn more, visit their website at www.
BransonAirExpress.com.
The airport continues to recruit more air service
to provide the most efficient opportunities for travel to
and from our great city. The airport currently has a total
of 14 airlines serving 46 non-stop destinations, which
are all-time airport record highs for the number of airlines and non-stops.
Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International may be reached
at airport@flymsy.com. Check your local listings for
the air time of the Armstrong International Airport
30 minute television program, “Airport Alive” or view
it on the airport website, www.flymsy.com, by clicking
on the “Airport Alive” link on the “News and Stats”
page. Follow the airport on facebook.com/MSYAirport
and twitter.com/NO_Airport. To find out how to be a
volunteer at the airport, click on “Ambassador” on the
airport’s website homepage.

Law
Who pays when the contractor disappears?
By Steven A. Watts
The Louisiana
Private Works Act,
La. R.S. 9:4801-4855
sets forth a statutory framework that governs the legal relationships
between contractors, subcontractors and property
owners. As with most laws, if all goes according to
schedule and plans, there are no need for liens or
privileges to protect workmen or suppliers. What
happens, however, if the contractor “goes south?”
When the general contractor fails to perform his
obligations with the owner, often both the owner and
subcontractors suffer damage. The owner may have
previously paid the contractor for work and/or materials, yet subcontractors may have not been paid. Clearly,
both the owner and the subcontractors have suffered
loss. Who should ultimately be responsible? Generally,
the law provides that the subcontractor’s rights are to
be given priority over those of the property owner. There
are, however, limits to the protection provided a subcontractor. The subcontractor can file a lien against the

property of the owner. If timely filed, this will serve to
protect the subcontractor against financial loss. If the
subcontractors’ lien is not satisfied, he can file a civil action against the contractor and owner seeking to have
his claim satisfied.
In the recent case of Urban’s Ceramic Tile, Inc.,
d/b/a Bob Moss Carpet One vs. John E. McLain and
Kristi Ayers McLain., (La. App. 2 Cir, 2013), a subcontractor brought a civil action to enforce his lien against
the homeowner after the general contractor defaulted
on the job and failed to pay the subcontractor. The subcontractor was required to file his lien within sixty days
of the “substantial completion” of the project in order
for his claim to be enforceable against the homeowner.
Shortly before the subcontractor had filed his lien, the
homeowner had placed the contractor “in default” under the contract and had specified several “punch list”
items that had yet to be completed. The subcontractor
argued that the owner’s notice of default to the contractor provided proof that the project was not substantially
completed and therefore his lien was timely filed. Af-

ter considering the facts and the statutory definition
of “substantially complete,” the court ruled that the
subcontractor’s lien was not timely filed. The court
found that the owner was in fact, using the house for
the purpose intended. The fact that the house was not
fully completed did not prevent the court from finding
that the project was “substantially complete.”
What can a homeowner do to protect himself
from a claim or lien filed by a subcontractor? Of course
the best defense is to hire a reputable general contractor. Be sure to thoroughly check the references and past
work history of the contractor. Secondly, a homeowner
should file a notice of contract in the real estate records of the parish in which the work is to be performed.
This notice is to be signed by both the owner and the
contractor and should specifically identify the work to
performed, the price to be paid and should contain a
legal description of the property on which the work is
to be performed. If a surety bond is attached to the filed
notice of contract, the owner will have no liability for
any claims of subcontractors or materialmen that are

not paid by the general contractor.
Of course, most homeowners do not avail themselves of the protection that the law provides against
unanticipated subcontractor liens. If the contractor “goes south” you can be stuck with his bills from
the subcontractor. Before beginning any substantial
work on your property it would be wise to check with
an experienced Louisiana attorney to protect yourself from unexpected claims from your subcontractors. Otherwise, you may find yourself paying twice
for the work performed once.
Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana
State Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney
for over 35 years. His office is located at 3925 N. I-10
Service Road, Suite 230, in Metairie. Estate planning,
wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and
corporate, franchise and real estate law are his primary areas of practice. Watts is also the owner and
manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be reached at 8360811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.

Community
Registration for 2015-16 Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council open until April 24
High school students interested in working
side-by-side with the Mayor Michael S. Yenni and
members of the Kenner City Council can apply for
a position on the 2015-2016 Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council.
The Youth Council, which formed in 2013, is
only for residents of Kenner attending high school
in the metropolitan area or home-schooling in the
city, said Kenner Deputy Chief Administrative Officer Natalie Newton.

In the past two years, the Youth Council has
been asked for its opinion on several key issues
at city council meetings, identified The Esplanade mall as an amenity of the city to support and
planned fund-raisers to benefit the Veterans Park
Playground as well as the Kenner Recreation Department in general.
“Council members have been excited about
their unique view of Kenner city government,”
said Newton, the council’s advisor. “They have

learned quite a bit about how city government
works and have embraced the idea of giving back
to their hometown.”
To be eligible for one of the 20 spots on the
Youth Council, students must be willing to regularly attend meetings and be active participants
in the group.
To qualify, students must be between the ages
of 14 and 19, live in Kenner and have a strong interest in civic participation and the process of work-

ing toward community solutions. Council members
serve for a year and are allowed no more than three
unexcused absences.
Prospective members must include two reference letters and a parent consent form along
with the application. The application deadline
is April 24, 2015. For questions, call 468-7240 or
email MYAC@kenner.la.us.
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Automotive

Cooling system flush, a necessary car maintenance
By Scott Zimmerman
Vehicle owner’s
manuals usually advise a cooling system
flush of your vehicle
at around 90,000 miles. Do you know what a cooling
system flush is and do you really need to do that?
Coolant is a 50-50 mixture of antifreeze and water. A cooling system flush rids your vehicle’s radiator
of rust, dirt, sludge and old antifreeze or radiator fluid
throughout the whole system. Flushing the cooling
system of your vehicle is a very important part of your
car’s preventative maintenance schedule as it keeps
your engine from overheating which could prevent
you from sitting on the side of the road waiting on a
tow truck or having costly repairs.

Coolant flows through your radiator, water
pump, water hoses and through internal engine passages to keep the engine operating at the proper temperature. If the coolant level becomes too low or too
dirty and contaminated from age and miles driven,
it can lead to an overheated engine. When today’s
engines overheat, extremely expensive repairs are
likely.
Coolant that is still doing its job to protect your
engine can be any variety of colors from green to red
to orange, but the key is that it will be translucent.
When it’s past its prime, it will become a brownish
color and more opaque. If it’s in really bad shape, it
will be a sludgy brown.
Coolant that is left to deteriorate can take a toll

on your engine’s cooling system. Usually problems exist when a low coolant warning light comes on, the
engine temperature gauge goes into the red zone,
low coolant levels are visibly found, coolant is leaking
from the vehicle, steam comes from under the hood
or cool or cold air comes from the car’s heating vents
instead of hot air. A cooling system flush at the proper
interval will help prevent any of these problems.
Car makers recommend different schedules for
flushing coolant. It is advisable to use your owner’s
manual guidelines but it really is more important to
regularly visually look at the condition of the coolant.
Test strips can be used to ensure the coolant is still
protecting your radiator and other cooling system
parts. Other system components that should be thoroughly checked include drive belts, cooling fans, radiators, radiator hoses, water pumps and radiator caps.

Draining dirty coolant from a radiator and filling it with clean coolant is not the same as flushing
the system. Just draining the old fluid will not remove
the dirty, sludgy fluid that remains inside the water
hoses, the water pump or engine cooling passages.
To properly flush and completely remove the dirt and
contaminants and aging coolant from the entire cooling system, not just the radiator, an auto repair shop
machine needs to be used or you are only getting a
fraction of the job done.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire
and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated full-service tire and automotive shop, located
at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours
are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday.
Scotty’s website is www.scottystireandauto.com.

Government
Kenner gets good news from annual city audit
The city of Kenner has maintained a healthy
fund balance in excess of 10 percent of the city’s annual budget, while at the same time reversing a decadeslong loss of population, according to an annual audit
of the city released recently by the state legislative
auditor’s office.
The audit is required both by the Kenner City
Charter and state law. Kenner received a clean opinion from its independent auditor, according to Kenner

Finance Director Duke McConnell. That indicates the
city presented its financial position and results based
on generally accepted accounting principles and the
city has never failed to receive a clean opinion.
Kenner had a fund balance of $6.1 million at
the end of the 2014 fiscal year, according to the audit,
based on an operating budget of $59.2 million. The
fund balance is crucial in the event of emergencies
such as hurricanes, McConnell said.

“The results of the audit showed we are continuing to handle the city’s finances carefully and conservatively,” Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said. “We
did what was fiscally prudent to maintain a balanced
budget and even though revenue dipped slightly during the past fiscal year, we maintained our 10 percent
fund balance.”
Also, the city attracted about 150 more residents
in 2013, according to the most recent U.S. Census esti-

mates. While that is a small figure, Yenni said it’s crucial because it reverses a trend dating back more than
two decades. The city has lost a little more than seven
percent of its population between 1990 and 2010.
While sales tax revenue dipped slightly in 2014,
tax collections have already begun to increase during
the beginning of the 2015 fiscal year, Yenni said, and
the future looks bright.
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Another positive development on Williams
Boulevard

EXPIRES 4/30/15

PURCHASE OF $500 OR MORE

PURCHASE OF $400 OR MORE

Must be presented at time of purchase, tire purchases must include nitrogen
and road hazard protection plan, gift certificates excluded

On March 17, 2015, the long-vacant Trauth’s
Restaurant owned by Ochsner Medical Center at
the corner of Williams Boulevard and Driftwood
Boulevard was demolished by the hospital group.
“We are aggressively fighting blight in District 3
and will continue to do so,” said Kenner District

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
Work Struts • Brake Service
Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

3 Councilman Keith Reynaud. “Resolving this
situation has been a priority of mine and I’m very
pleased that Ochsner-Kenner has remedied this
situation with future plans to put this property
back into commerce. It is another important step
in the future of Williams Boulevard.”

Kenner unveils new historical marker

Scott Zimmerman (owner),
Kenny Polizzi, Brannon Dietrich

4200 Williams Blvd.
Photo by Barry Sprague

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com
Scottys_0415.indd 1

Photo by Barry Sprague

On March 9, 2015, city of Kenner officials
unveiled a new historical marker that details the
city’s history. It is located on Williams Boulevard
outside the City Hall complex, 1801 Williams Boulevard.
Dr. Mary Curry of the Jefferson Parish Historical Commission said Louisiana Highway
Markers are one of the main responsibilities of
the six-person commission.
“The Jefferson Parish Historical Commission tries to dream up something that will be
appropriate for a marker and then we tell the officials involved – in this case Kenner – what we
would like to do.” Curry said a lot of hard work
goes into each highway marker.
“We have to research the verbiage and we
have to have several legitimate sources of support
– and then it has to be approved by the state of
Louisiana.”

Kenner’s new marker explains Kenner’s colonial name was Cannes Brulees. That became
Kennerville in 1855 when the area was subdivided. Kenner was first incorporated as a town in
1867 and as a city in 1873, although a reincorporation was required.
Curry said her group handles all of the details for the highway marker. The local government decides where to place the marker. Kenner
Mayor Michael S. Yenni said he chose a prominent location outside City Hall so that both pedestrians and motorists would have a chance to
learn about the Minor brothers and the history of
the city.
“I want to thank the Jefferson Parish Historical Commission,” Yenni said. “We are proud
to have this marker that both explains the city’s
beginnings and honors Kenner’s founders.”

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
3/27/15 8:50 PM
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Home

Six tips for first-time homeowners
By Dan Dormady
So you just
purchased your first
home. This month’s
column has nothing
to do with new furniture or window treatment advice. Rather, it is intended to help prepare you to
handle your first home emergency. Sooner or later
you will most likely have one of these emergencies.
The first thing is to know where to shut off
water to your whole house. There are individual
shut-off valves near sinks and toilets, but closing
the main shutoff valve will ensure that no water
enters any pipe in your house. This valve will be
near where the water supply enters your home.
Turn the knob or lever clockwise (“righty-tighty,
lefty-loosy”) and you’ll cut off the water supply.
Better yet, you should do this a couple times
right after you move in to make sure it works before you really need to use it.
Second, purchase and learn how to use a fire
extinguisher. A typical extinguisher has only about
eight to ten seconds worth of fire-fighting power,
so remember this acronym: PASS. P for “Pull” the
pin, A for “Aim” the nozzle at the base of the flames,
S for “Squeeze” the trigger and S for “Sweep” the
spray from side to side.
Third, locate your circuit breaker panel and
see if all of the circuits are clearly labeled. Most
electrical work is best left to a pro, but labeling
breakers is safe and easy. Inside is the panel
the main circuit breaker that turns off power to

the whole house (for an emergency like a flood
or fire) and the other circuit breakers control
power to one or more outlets, appliances and
overhead lights. If the circuit breakers are not
labeled, work with your spouse or a friend to
identify what fixtures each one controls. Start by
turning them all off, then turn them on one by
one. Write the information directly onto the metal plate right next to the circuit breaker, since
paper labels can fade or crumble. Snap a photo
with your smartphone for a permanent record.
Fourth, know how to stop an overflowing toilet. Most of the time this problem is caused when
waste from the bowl drains too slowly and clean
water from the tank enters too quickly. If you see
the bowl filling, take off the top of the tank, grab the
float and pull it up. This action closes the valve that
lets clean water into the bowl, buying you time to
turn off the toilet’s water source and use a plunger
to clear the problem.
Fifth, you need to take a home inventory for
insurance purposes. Then save e-copies of receipts
for all renovations, upgrades and major purchases
like appliances, and use a spreadsheet to record
the make, model, and serial number of each bigticket item. Once a year, shoot a video of each room,
narrating its contents as you go and highlighting
anything that’s new or protected with a rider. And,
of course, save a back-up file at an off-site location,
such as your parent’s house or a safety deposit box.
Unfortunately, should you ever need this list, you do

I enjoy delivering legislative health care
presentations and often speak to college
classes and many different types of
professional health care groups, such as
nurses, respiratory therapists and even
infectious disease health care workers. I find
these audiences are fitting for me since I am
the only nurse in our state’s legislature and
I sit on the Health & Welfare Committee.
I am proud to have been an APIC panel
speaker, honorary guest speaker at the
induction ceremony for the Sigma Theta Tau International
- Honor Society of Nursing - Epsilon Nu Chapter, and a
speaker before various health care continuing education
classes. I regularly deliver bi-annual lectures to the senior
graduating classes at the LSU School of Nursing.
The residents of District 92 will soon receive a pre-session survey. Please take a few minutes to let me know how you
feel about the hot topics we will be facing. As always, I appreciate the opportunity to serve as your State Representative.

– State Representative Tom Willmott, attorney and registered nurse
2002 20th Street, Suite 204-A • Kenner • 465-3479
Paid for by the Tom Willmott Campaign Fund
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not want it to be lost or damaged.
Finally, all homeowners need a disaster kit.
Some emergencies like extreme weather or power outages require hunkering down for a while.
At a minimum, you should have a flashlight or
two, a battery-powered lantern, a first-aid kit,
some basic tools like pliers, screwdrivers, a knife,
a hammer and a roll of duct tape. Extra batteries and a weather radio are also good items to
include. All of these should be stored where you
can get to them easily. In addition, you should
also keep some canned food, a can opener and a
couple gallons of water in the pantry.

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional
engineer and licensed home inspector and the
president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a
locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building
inspection services. Dormady can be reached at
456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565,
or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. CriteriumDormady Engineers’ website is www.criteriumdormady.com.

Real Estate
Millennials buying smaller houses,
but don’t sacrifice details
By Linda R. Martin
As Millennials
Energy Star certifications. In fact, this group is
begin to enter the
willing to pay two to three percent more for enhome buying market
ergy efficiency as long as they can see a return on
in larger numbers, homes will get a little smaller, their power bills.
laundry rooms will be essential and home technolIf they can’t quite afford that first home, reogy will become increasingly prevalent, say panel- spondents say they’d be happy to sacrifice extra
ists during an INternational Builders’ Show press
finished space or drive a little farther to work,
conference.
shops and schools, but are unwilling to comproNAHB Assistant Vice President Rose Quint
mise with less expensive materials. A whopping 75
predicted that the growing numbers of first-time
percent of this generation wants to live in singlebuyers will drive down home size in 2015. Three
family homes and 66 percent prefer to live in the
million new jobs were created in 2014, 700,000
suburbs. Only 10 percent say they want to stay in
more than the previous year, and the most since
the central city.
1999. At the same time, regulators have reduced
Panelist Jill Waage, editorial director for
down payment requirements for first time buy- home content at Better Homes and Gardens
ers from five percent to three percent and home
magazine, discussed Millennials’ emphasis on
prices have seen only moderate growth.
the importance of outdoor living and that genera“All these events lead me to believe that more
tion’s seamless use of technology, and how those
people will come into the market, and as younger, two trends play into their home buying and home
first-time buyers, they will demand smaller, more
renovation decisions.
affordable homes,” Quint says. “Builders will build
Because they generally don’t have as much
whatever demand calls out for.”
ready cash or free time as older homeowners,
Quint also unveiled the results of two surveys: Millennials seek less expensive low-maintenance
one asking home builders what features they are
choices like a brightly painted front door, strings
most likely to include in a typical new home this
of garden lights and landscaping that needs less
year and one asking Millennials what features are
watering and mowing, like succulent plants and
most likely to affect their home buying decisions.
larger patios.
Of the Top 10 features mentioned by home
They’re also very comfortable with their
builders, four have to do with energy efficiency – smartphones and tablets and increasingly seek
Low-E windows, programmable thermostats, En- ways to control their heating and air conditioning,
ergy Star-rated appliances and windows. The top
security and lighting as well as electronics like
features are a master bedroom walk-in closet and
televisions and sound systems from their phones.
a separate laundry room.
“They want to use their brains for other things,
Least likely features include high-end out- not for remembering whether they adjusted the
door kitchens with plumbing and appliances along
heat or closed the garage door,” said panelist Jill
with two-story foyers and family rooms. “Consum- Waage, editorial director for home content at Beters don’t like them anymore, so builders aren’t go- ter Homes and Gardens magazine.
ing to build them.”
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in LouisiWhen NAHB asked Millennials what features
fill their “most wanted” shopping list, a separate
ana, can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardlaundry room clearly topped the list, with 55 per- ner Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Boucent responding that they just wouldn’t buy a new
levard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local
home that didn’t have one. Storage is also impor- independently owned and operated company.
tant, with linen closets, a walk-in pantry and ga- Visit the company website at www.gardnerrealrage storage making the top ten list – along with
tors.com.
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Children & T eens

ARTWORKS – AGES 6&UP

Learn to have fun with art! Young artists will be introduced to the funfilled world of drawing and painting. They will use watercolors and
acrylics to complete their paintings. The camp will end with an art show.
Please send your child with an old shirt to use while painting. Supplies
included in class fee. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.
Monday - Friday
June 15 - June 19
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center

July 13 - July 17
1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Camp fee: $45 (per session)

ART A LA CARTE CAMP – AGES 6 - 10

This is an arts and crafts class that will explore creativity and
imagination. Paints, clay, glue, collages and more will be used to create
engaging hands-on projects. The opportunities are endless. All supplies
included. Instructor: Lisa Childs.
Monday - Friday
June 8 - June 12
July 13 - July 17
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Camp fee: $45 (per session)

SPLATASTIC CAMP – AGES 3 - 5

Designed specifically for pre-schoolers this will include creative projects
that help expand their imagination and creativity. Painting, coloring,
sculpting, slathering and more are used to create original projects.
Instructor: Lisa Childs.
Monday - Friday
June 22 - June 26
July 20 - July 24
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Camp fee: $45 (per session)

KENNER KLAY CAMP – AGES 7 – 16

This is a great class to introduce your child to all aspects in ceramics. A
class project in greenware and bisque are included along with all paints
and brushes. Extra pieces will be available for purchase after class
projects are completed. Class will end with a ceramic show.
Monday – Friday
June 1 - June 5
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m
June 15 - June 19
Fassbender Center
July 6 - July 10
Camp fee: $45 (per session)

DISNEY DRAWING – AGES 6 – 11

This class will teach the basics of drawing. You will learn how to turn
basic shapes into some of your favorite characters. All supplies included.
Instructor: Toni Bacino.
Wednesday
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
June 17 - July 22

Fassbender
Class fee: $30

CRAFTING FOR GIRLS – AGES 7-11

This minicamp will focus on all things girls love! You will spend the day
making unique crafts such as bangle bracelets, hair accessories, tote
bags and more. Instructor: Amanda Mitchell.
Fridays
June 12 - June 26
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

GYMNASTICS CAMP – AGES 4 - 14

This is a gymnastics camp where boys and girls learn skills on vault,
bars, beam and floor. This camp is jam-packed with gymnastics, games,
and arts and crafts! Parents will be invited for an open house on the last
day! Bring a bag lunch.
June1 - June 3
June 29 - July 1
Aug. 3 - Aug. 5
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Barbre Gym

Camp fee: $55
per session

TUMBLING – AGES 4-14

Tuesday & Thursday
May 12 - Aug. 13
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Barbre Gym
Class fee: $60

PINTSIZE PAINT PARTY – AGES 6 & UP
Cinderella
Saturday
May 30
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $15

Sun & Moon
Saturday
June 13
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $15

Minecraft
Saturday
July 11
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $15

This is for boys and girls to help enhance their tumbling skills. Beginner
classes start at forward rolls and advance to backbend kick-overs. The
intermediate class must be able to do their backbend from standing and
will advance to back handsprings. The advanced class must already
have back handspring and will advance to back tucks.
Mondays
June 1 - July 27
(Off week of June 29)
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. p.m. (Beg.)
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. p.m. (Inter.)
Session fee: $40

Wednesdays
June 3 - July 29
(Off week of June 29)
5:15 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. (Age 4&5)
6:00 p.m. -7:00 p.m. (Adv.)
Session fee: $40

HIP HOP – AGES 8 & UP

Learn the latest hip hop moves and combine them for a fun and
energetic routine to hottest music. Hip hop is an excellent way for kids
to stay in shape and improve confidence. Wear loose clothes and tennis
shoes. Students will have a small performance at the end of the session.
Instructor: Sarah Gaitan.
Thursday
June 25 - July 30
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $40

TENNIS – AGES 7-14

Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve balance,
mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out and see why they say
tennis is a “sport for a lifetime” This class consist of 8 lessons and ends
with a fun tournament! Instructor: Toni Bacino
Thursday
June 4 - July 23
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Beg.)
6:30p.m. - 7:30 p.m. (Adv. Beg.)

Alabama Tennis Courts
Class fee: $40

KARATE – AGES 6-14

This is a Tae Kwon Do karate class that will teach self-esteem, confidence,
discipline, positive thinking, eye-hand coordination, balance, flexibility,
self-defense and respect for others. Instructors: Award Winning, Master
Candace Frisard, Master Daniel Truxillo & Matthew Hinkamp.

GROWING UP GIRL - AGES 10-13

The sessions focus on what girls can expect when they begin adolescence.
The goal is to create an opportunity for pre-teens to receive information
in an engaging format and relaxed atmosphere. We emphasize family
communication and resources to support young people on their journey
through adolescence. Tips on age appropriate make-up and clothing will
be discussed. Instructor: Michelle Gutierrez, RN, CHHC.
Wednesday
June 10
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Recreation Meeting Room
Workshop fee: $20

Leisure Services
REGISTRATION MUST
BE COMPLETED ONLINE
AT WWW.KENNER.LA.US
BEGINNING APRIL 6TH.

PAYMENTS CAN ALSO BE MADE
AT THE RECREATION OFFICE AT
1905 24TH ST. FROM 8:30 A.M. TO 8:30 P.M.

Leisure Services – 468-7268 or 468-7284
Ceramics – 468-7593

Recreation Meeting Room
Camp fee: $35

KIDS IN THE KITCHEN – AGES 8-12

It’s time to get your hands dirty and create delicious foods on your own.
This camp will teach basic but fun recipes that the kids are sure to love.
Instructor: Amanda Mitchell.
Fridays
July 10 - July 24
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Recreation Meeting Room
Camp fee: $35

CHEERLEADING CAMP – AGES 4 - 14

This is a one-week camp that will teach basic technique, tumbling and
stunts. A routine will be taught throughout the week and performed for
parents on the last day of camp. Bring a bag lunch.
Monday – Friday
June 8 - June 12
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Barbre Gym

July 6 - July 10
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Camp fee: $70 per session

BROADWAY KIDS - AGES 5-7

Calling all little actors, singers and dancers! This class will help improve your self-confidence, memory, public speaking, discipline,
social skills and more. Class will culminate with a show at Fassbender at the end of the program
Wednesday
June 17 - August 5
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $35

MUSICAL THEATRE – AGES 8 & UP

Whether you are interested in acting, singing and/or dancing
this program is for you! This class will help improve your selfconfidence, memory, public speaking, discipline, social skills
and more. Class will culminate with a show at the end of the
program. Instructors: Debbie Reese.
Tuesday and Thursday
June 16 - August 6
Fassbender Center

5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Class fee: $50

THEATRE CAMP - AGES 9-15

Join us for a two-week theatre camp. This camp will focus on
all aspects that go into preparing for a performance including
acting, singing, dancing, set design and more. The camp will
end with a performance for family and friends on the last day.
Grants available for low income families. Contact Community
Development for an application 468.7588.
Mon-Friday
June 15- June 26
July 13 - July 24
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Exhibition Hall
Camp fee: $125 per session
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Parent & Child

NO BAKE SAND CAKE
- AGES 6&UP

LET’S MAKE TUTUS
- AGES 4&UP

This cake is super fun to make and it looks
Join us for a day of ceramics! Each of you get to choose awesome. Perfect for summer BBQ’s and pool
your piece off of the shelf to paint. All supplies needed to parties. All ingredients included for one adult and
complete your ceramic projects are included. Instructor: one child except a pan. Please bring your own
pan, platter or dish and a mixing bowl and spoon.
Lisa Childs.
Instructor: Toni Bacino.
Monday
Fassbender Center
Saturday
June 8, July 13
Fee: $35 per family
Recreation Mtg. Rm.
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
(one parent and one child) June 27
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Fee: $20

Tutus are so much fun and can be pricy. Bring
your little one and we will show you how to make
your own no-sew tutu and magical wand. The
possibilities are endless. All supplies are included
for one parent and one child.

CERAMICS – AGES 7&UP

Adult

Work off the calories while learning how to salsa, merengue, cha cha,
swing, Western two-step, zydeco, Jamaica and more. Dancing as a couple
is back in style. Instructor: Dave Sepulveda.

Men and women’s leagues are available and are not for beginners.
Awards will be given at the end of the league. Registration remains open
until leagues are filled. League play will begin in June. Call 468-7268 for
information.
League fee: $40

DOG OBEDIENCE I
Adult Gym
Session fee: $50 per couple

ADULT DANCE

Jazz and hip hop class for the beginner or just a fun way to burn calories
while learning fun dance combinations.
Monday
June 15 - July 20
Fassbender Center
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Class fee: $25

KENNER KLAY STUDIOS

Ceramics is back and better than ever. Sign up for the class of your
choice. Beginner and Intermediates work on bisque and advanced work
on greenware. (Kenner Klay Studios - 468-7593).
Beginner/Intermediate
Advanced
Monday
Tuesday
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Fee: $20/month
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Fee: $35/month

ART WITH ACRYLICS

Learn the exciting and versatile medium of acrylics! You will be taught
the basics and develop your unique creative touch. Supply list is given at
the first day of class. Instructor: Jane Read.
Monday
May 4 - June 22
July 6 - August 24
Fassbender Center
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Session fee: $40

PAINT FOR FUN

An adult oil painting “recreation art” class that will amaze each student
with a finished painting. Students will receive an art supply list on the
first day of class. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.
Tuesday
Wednesday
May 5 - June 23
May 6 - June 24
July 7 - August 25
July 8 - August 26
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center
Session fee: $40

WATERCOLOR

Learn the basic watercolor techniques. Beginner knowledge of drawing
is not necessary. Supply list will be given on first day of class. Instructor:
Brenda Gruber.
Thursday
May 7 - June 25
July 9 - August 27
Fassbender Center
2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Session fee: $40

TENNIS LESSONS

Recreation Mtg. Rm.
Workshop fee: $20

TENNIS LEAGUES

BALLROOM BLITZ - COUPLE DANCING

Monday
April 27 - June 8
June 29 - August 3
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday
April 25
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve balance,
mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out and see why they say
tennis is a “sport for a lifetime.” This class consists of 8 lessons and
ends with a fun tournament! Instructor: Ellie Chavis.
June 2 - July 21
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. (Beg.)
Alabama Courts
8:00 p.m. - 9:00p.m. (Adv. Beg.)
Class fee: $40

This is a beginner obedience class for dogs or puppies at least 6 months
old. Your dog will learn basic commands and how to behave while on a
leash. Dogs must be up to date on rabies, DHP, and parvo vaccinations.
Bring vaccination records to the first class.. Instructor is an AKCapproved Canine Good Citizen evaluator.
Saturday
April 18 – May 30
June 13 – July 24
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Butch Duhe Gym
Class fee: $35

DOG OBEDIENCE II

This is an intermediate obedience class for dogs who have a basic start
on heeling, sit, down, come and stay. Your dog will learn the skills required
to pass the 10 parts of the Canine Good Citizen evaluation. Dogs must
be up-to-date on rabies, DHP and parvo vaccinations. Bring vaccination
records to first class. Training with dogs starts first class. Instructor is an
AKC-approved Canine Good Citizen evaluator.
Saturday
April 18 – May 30
June 13 – July 24
Butch Duhe Gym
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m
Class fee: $35

BARRETTES & BOWS
- AGES 6&UP
In this workshop you will learn how to make your own
barrettes and bows using ribbon and buttons. All
supplies included for one parent and one child.
Saturday
June 20
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Recreation Mtg. Rm.
Workshop fee: $15

FOOD LABEL DETECTIVE

Learn how to “really” read food labels. Discover what is hiding in the
foods you eat. Gather tips so that you fill your grocery cart with healthier
and tasty options.
Monday
June 8
Recreation Meeting Room
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Class fee: $10

CERAMIC CRAWFISH PLATTER

Come out for a fun night of painting ceramics. No drawing skills needed,
the pattern is traceable. Anyone can do it! All supplies included.
Wednesday
May 20
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $20

WATERMELON WREATH
This is perfect for summer. We will be using wreath making techniques
to make this unique door hanger. All
supplies included.
Thursday
April 23
Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Workshop fee: $30

COMPUTER FOR BEGINNERS

Feeling uneasy by all of the talk you hear about computers? If so, this
class is for you! Computer Classes starts at the beginning, and covers
the basics, including: parts of a computer, how to open and close
programs, How to use a mouse. This class will also cover internet and
email for beginners as well. Instructor: Inez Shaw.\
Thursday
May 14 - June 18
Recreation Meeting Room
2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Class fee $40

COMPUTER FOR INTERMEDIATES

This will help you get started in some of the Microsoft Applications.
You will learn the basics in each application. This class will also cover
trouble-shooting, file storage and organization. Instructor: Inez Shaw.
Thursdays
July 9 - August 13
2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Recreation Meeting Room
Class fee: $40

WEIGH LESS LIVE MORE

This class will help you change your perspective on weight and weight
loss. You will learn why diets don’t work and gather tips on how to safely
drop weight while still feeling satisfied. Eating for energy is a focus and
you will learn which foods increase your energy and which foods to stay
away from. Recipes and small demos will be shared.
Wednesday
May 13 - May 27
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Recreation Meeting Room
Class fee: $20

FITNESS POP
Our fitness classes are
now all inclusive! All of our fitness classes
are available to you for one low monthly fee.
All of our basic classes will be offered every
month along with some specialty classes.
Classes included are A. M. Body Sculpt,
Body Workout, Zumba, Yoga, Yoga Ballet,
Line Dancing, Cardio Dance and more.
Monthly calendars are available
on www.kenner.la.us on the
Recreation/Leisure Service page.
Monthly fee: $25
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O n e Day
Worksh op s
Dance &
Gymnastics
Registration
August 10th

P.M. PAINT PARTY

Enjoy a night out with friends, refreshments and painting!
This is a unique experience to see how talented you
can be. Each person will leave with a completed painting at
the end of the night. All supplies included.
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
May 7 - “Crawfish on Slate”
June 25 - “Dirty Martini”
Workshop fee: $20

PAINTED WINE BOTTLE
DISPENSER

In this workshop you will turn an empty wine
bottle into a decorative dispenser that can
be used for olive oil or dish or hand soap. All
supplies included. Instructor Brenda Gruber.
Thursday
July 16
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Workshop fee: $15

WREATH MAKING

In this workshop you will learn how to make a beautiful
wreath using deco mesh. We supply everything you need to
create a unique wreath. You may bring add-ons if you like.
Extras will be available for purchase. Instructor: Kerri Diaz.
Thursday
May 21 (Red, White & Blue)
June 18 (Summer)
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $35

BURLAP DOOR HANGER

We will show you how to paint and hang this
cute burlap door hanger. All supplies included.
Instructor: Kerri Diaz..
Thursday
April 30 (Strawberry)
June 11 (Snowball)
6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Leisure Service Office

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $20

SMOOTHIE & JUICE NEW

This workshop will get you in on the trend of smoothies
and juicing. We will demo several recipes and of course
you get to taste everything. Smoothies and juices are tasty,
nutritious and extremely beneficial.
Saturday
May 30
Recreation Meeting Room
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Class fee: $12

468-7268 • 468-7284
DANCE STUDIO
471-2158
Check out the Adult leagues
KPRD has to offer:

Centralized Registration

Flag football, Basketball,
Softball, Cabbageball

Participants must report to their local playground. If you are a first time
participant or you have an expired ID in any sports program, you will then
be sent to the Kenner Parks & Recreation Office at 1905 24th St. for processing.

MIXED LEAGUES IN:

ALL SOCCER REGISTRATION IS HELD AT HIGHWAY PARK

Softball, Cabbageball and Volleyball
Call after 2:00 p.m. at
468-7211 for more information.

Please bring an original birth certificate and proof of residency!
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL 468-7211

2015 CITY OF KENNER
HOLIDAY CALENDAR
Memorial Day
Mon., May 25
Independence Day (observed)
Fri., July 3
Labor Day
Mon., Sept. 7
Thanksgiving Day
Thurs., Nov. 26
Veterans Day (observed)
Fri., Nov. 27
Christmas Eve
Thurs., Dec. 24
Christmas Day
Fri., Dec. 25
New Year’s Eve
Thurs., Dec. 31
NO PROGRAMS OR CLASSES WILL BE HELD ON THE CITY OF KENNER
HOLIDAYS LISTED ABOVE. CLASSES OR PROGRAMS THAT OCCUR ON A
HOLIDAY WILL NOT BE RESCHEDULED.

Children Programs

Call for registration info on Baseball, Softball & T-Ball

Soccer registration begins April 1, 2015.
Football, Cheerleading, Volleyball &
Bounceball begins August 3, 2015
Call 468-7211 for more information
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Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner introduces the latest in MRI technology
By Kerry Dufresne – Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner Director of Ancillary Services
For
anyone
who has had to undergo an MRI, you
know first-hand how
uncomfortable the
procedure can be. While the MRI, which stands for
magnetic resonance imaging, is an excellent, noninvasive medical tool that allows doctors to view inside the body, it can be uncomfortable because of
the loud knocking noise the machine makes when
scanning. Well, there is good news on the horizon
for some Ochsner patients. Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner is introducing a new MRI machine that
has “silent scan” technology, meaning for some, no
more loud banging noise when undergoing an MRI.
The silent scan can now be done on those

patients in need of an MRI of the brain. The patient will still lie down and be put into the MRI machine, but instead of hearing that knocking sound
the scanner makes while developing images, the
patient will hear virtually nothing. It’s a definite
improvement on many levels.
An MRI machine makes so much noise because the machine is comprised of gradient coils
and a very large magnet and when operating the
two components create amplified pulsations, similar to an audio speaker. The result is the loud knocking noise. Because different coils are used for different types of scans, the silent technology currently
works only for those undergoing a brain scan, but
that will change.
The developer of the silent technology is

working on increasing the number, or the different
types of imaging, that can be done with silent scan
technology. We will be able to scan other body parts
in silence as this technology is further developed.
In addition to the silent technology, the
new machine also has a new MRI technique that
greatly improves imaging of soft tissue and bone in
patients with metal joint implants, like an artificial
hip. Currently, an MRI of an artificial joint can be
somewhat blurred or distorted, but with this new
scanner, not only are the pictures clearer, but soft
tissue around the artificial joint is clear. Doctors
can even see inflammation or swelling, around the
joint.
This new machine will do more than our current MRI machines and will do it faster. To sched-

ule an MRI at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, call
712-2800.
Kerry Dufresne, MS, RRT is currently director of ancillary services at Ochsner Medical
Center-Kenner. Dufresne’s career at Kenner began
30 years ago as a respiratory therapist and he is
now the leader of multiple departments, some of
which include radiology, cardiopulmonary and
the outpatient diagnostic center. OMC-Kenner is
located at 180 West Esplanade in Kenner.

Ankle sprains very common orthopedic injuries
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
involve the lateral ligaments which are located
on the outside of the ankle. Lateral ankle sprains
are the result of an inversion injury where the
ankle “rolls in.” Injuries to the medial ligaments
(inside of ankle) and syndesmotic ligaments
(high ankle sprains) are less common.
Treatment of acute ankle sprains involves
rest, ice, compression and elevation (RICE). Immobilization is often used for a short period and may
include, depending on severity of injury, a cast or
removable boot, a splint or taping. Crutches may be
used if weight bearing is difficult. Gradual progression of activities is allowed as symptoms abate.
If patients are slow to improve, a physical
therapy program can be helpful to regain motion, increase strength and decrease swelling.
For patients with prolonged pain and dysfunction, additional diagnostic testing such as an
MRI scan may be helpful to diagnose an occult
injury to cartilage or bone. Most patients recover
fully following an ankle sprain. Some patients
with multiple or severe ankle sprains, however,

Click on Entergy’s new online portal
to submit streetlight problems.
This is the fastest way to get the issue to them.
https://secure.entergy.com/forms/StreetLights.aspx?FormId=132&RegionId=LA

Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified
orthopedic surgeon with over 14 years of experience. The Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine is
a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in shoulder
and knee injuries. Offices are located in Kenner, Metairie and Lakeview. For additional information
call 467-5900 or visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

Don’t Bust Your Budget
with a New Vehicle!
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experience ankle instability which sometimes
requires surgery to correct. To properly diagnose
and treat an ankle sprain, an evaluation by an
orthopedic surgeon is necessary.

Automatic
T

Ankle sprains
are among the most
common
injuries
treated in an orthopedic practice.
Sprains represent injuries to ligaments which,
along with other structures, provide stability to
joints. Ankle sprains can occur in patients of all
ages but are common among young and middleaged active individuals. Ankle sprains are very
common in recreational to professional athletes.
Diagnosis of an ankle sprain is made with a careful history, physical examination and often radiographs (X-rays) to rule out fracture. Patients
typically report a twisting type of injury to the
ankle and note onset of pain, swelling, bruising
and often difficulty bearing weight on the affected limb. Physical examination shows tenderness
to palpation of the injured ligaments in addition
to swelling and bruising and may show joint instability.
Approximately 90 percent of ankle sprains

Fa
mi
ed
ly O
rat
wned and Ope

Best!
e
h
t
t
c
Expe

AutomAtic trAnsmission • Dennis Automotive
504-466-1381 • www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner
Automatic Transmission_Jasper_0914.indd 1
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Osteoarthritis: How does it affect our daily lives
By Craig Goodwin
Osteoarthritis is
the most common
form of arthritis and
affects an estimated
27 million Americans
age 25 and older. Osteoarthritis occurs when the cartilage that cushions the ends of bones in your joints
gradually deteriorates. Osteoarthritis can damage
any joint in your body and most commonly affects
joints in your hands, knees, hips and spine. Osteoarthritis becomes more common with age and it is
seen in both men and women. It is noted that before
age 45, more men than women have osteoarthritis
and after age 45, it is more common in women. Some
of the most prevalent factors that contribute to the
development of osteoarthritis are increasing age,
obesity, injury to a joint and occupation.

Symptoms of osteoarthritis include pain,
tenderness, stiffness, loss of flexibility, “popping”
in the joint and bone spurs that form around the
joint. Joint pain and stiffness may become severe
enough to make daily tasks difficult. As this occurs, we become less active in our daily activities
and have less ability to exercise. As osteoarthritis
progresses, some people are not only able to participate in a routine exercise program, but are no
longer able to work as well.
Things that we can do to help maintain the
most healthy lifestyle possible include staying active and maintaining a healthy weight may slow
progression of the disease and help improve pain
and joint function. Research shows that exercise
is one of the best treatments for osteoarthritis.
Exercise can improve mood and outlook, decrease

Louisiana’s Top Reverse Mortgage Lender

CALL US TODAY TO LEARN MORE

504-834-1190

Sue Vrbaskovich
NMLS# 355380

Marilyn Cox
NMLS # 685994

8 bankofneworleans.net

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert Closing Assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-House Problem Solving Real Estate Title Attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

Century Title_0914.indd 1

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner
and at two other locations in Metairie and on the
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical
School Department of Allied Health Department
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by
visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Banking
By Guy Williams

BNO hosts FREE monthly Reverse Mortgage Seminars to explain the facts
and answer questions about Reverse Mortgages in an informal setting with
refreshments, giveaways, and door prizes. In addition, our knowledgeable
Reverse Mortgage Professionals are available any time during business hours.

Randy Lovitt
3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •

that will strengthen the muscles around your joint,
increase your range of motion and reduce pain. Maintaining the most active and healthy lifestyle possible
with regular physical activity, plays a key role in our
long term wellness when facing osteoarthritis.

Spring cleaning

Are you a homeowner age 62 or older?
A Reverse Mortgage may be right for you.

Reverse Mortgage
Professionals

pain, increase flexibility, strengthen the heart and
improve blood flow, maintain weight, and promote general physical fitness. Walking, swimming,
and water aerobics, along with strengthening and
flexibility are some of the most common type of
exercise and most important to help maintain a
healthy fitness and activity level. Balance exercises are an important addition to your exercise
regimen as well, as with the progression of osteoarthritis symptoms of decreased motion and weakness around our joints occur, there is an increased
prevalence of falls that are seen in the elderly.
An orthopedic surgeon can help diagnose the
signs and symptoms of osteoarthritis, as well as provide treatment in regards to medication or surgery
when needed. A physical therapist can work with
you to create an individualized exercise program

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609
8/22/14 9:02 PM

Spring is here,
so let’s look at ways
to do a financial
spring
cleaning.
Start with a look at
how complex your financial situation is today.
How many accounts do you have? List all of your
savings, certificates of deposit and brokerage accounts. Once you have the list, consolidate and
simplify. It is recommended to have one brokerage account, one or two checking accounts and
one savings account. For certificates of deposit,
it is recommended to use one bank but laddering the maturities so that you have at least one
CD maturing every year. Consolidating will make
your life easier and will make you a more significant customer to your bank.
You should also use this opportunity to rebalance. If you have a target stock/bond ratio, make
sure that you are where you want to be. Many
people use an age ratio rule. At age 40 your investments should be 40 percent bonds and 60 percent
stocks. At age 70, it is recommended to hold 70 percent bonds and 30 percent stock. Using a balancing
plan will force you to sell high and buy low which
is exactly what you want to do. You can rebalance
quarterly, but should do it at least once a year.
This is also a good chance to review your goals.
Are you trying to get out of debt, saving for a house,
or college, or planning for retirement? Whatever
your financial goals are, make sure that you are
headed in the right direction.
No one likes to think about estate plans, but
it is important. Once you have simplified your account structure, you can now list where all of the ac-

counts are and provide addresses and contact info.
This list should be in your estate folder. Trust me
– your heirs will bless you for this sort of organization. It is also important to update your will at least
every three years. The laws change and so does your
situation. In one unfortunate situation I’m aware of
a man left the bulk of his estate to a despised exgirlfriend and shortchanged the children who took
care of him.
Another part of spring cleaning is to automate.
To the maximum extent possible, you should set
up automatic transfers to savings and retirement
accounts. The same also goes for loan payments.
Automatic payments will really improve your credit
rating. This will translate into cheaper rates when
you borrow.
This is also a good time to review your retirement numbers. How much will you receive from Social Security? What about your 401k or other retirement accounts? If you don’t like the number, this
is the time to increase your savings to insure that
you will have the money you need when you stop
working.
Finally, remember what you work for. Most
people want to enjoy their lives and leave things a
little better because they were there, which means
raising your family with good values, donating to responsible non-profits and taking the time to enjoy
what you have earned.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company.
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager,
can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank
and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Important weather-related updates
Immediately posted on city’s website
www.kenner.la.us
and on Kenner’s Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/officialcityofkennergovernment
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Life insurance that can refund your money
By Marie M. Clesi
period less any loan and accrued loan interest
on the policy.
The return of premiums typically amount
to tens of thousand dollars – and you can use
that money however you wish.
What are the benefits?
In addition to the protection that the policy
affords your loved ones:
The money you get back from a Return of
Premium policy is generally tax-free. You can
use the refund any way you choose – to help
pay off a mortgage, fund college tuition, boost
your retirement savings or something else.
Over the level premium period, your policy will build cash value and you can borrow
against that during the initial term period.
The death benefit of your policy is generally income tax-free.

If you have one or more other policies
with your insurer, adding this coverage may
make you eligible for discounts.
What else should you consider?
To keep the policy from lapsing, you’ll need
to make regular premium payments for 20 to 30
years. This is only a general description of coverage. A complete statement of coverage is found
only in the policy. Learn more about Return of
Premium from your insurance agent.

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi
Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident
and a select State Farm agent, is a Chartered
Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, renters, life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s
office is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard,
Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at
469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com.
Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.

50% OFF
Introductory Offer
Limited Time
Offer Expires: 05/30/2015

Hair Styles Unlimited

A Proud Member Of

Salon & Spa

Specializing in hair restoration,
extensions, and alternative hair.

3635 Florida Ave • Kenner, LA • 464-5949

www.hairstylesunlimitedinc.com

Also like us on
Facebook
www.facebook.com/HSU.SalonAndSpa

Thinning Hair Experts Since 1977
HairStylesUnlimited_0415.indd 1

ALEXANDER ELEMENTARY H AUDUBON ELEMENTARY H BONNABEL HIGH H CHATEAU ESTATES SCHOOL

H

KENNER DISCOVERY HEALTH SCIENCES ACADEMY

3/27/15 8:59 PM

H

SpotelirghPtublic Schools

Kenne

blic School

arish Pu
Jefferson P

System

-Kids
Beta Club/K er
Club deliv
g baskets
Thanksgivin
n Manor
ol
nc
Li
to
elderly
it
Commun y
residents

choole Lockett
S
y
r
a
t
n
e
r. Aldin
s Ele|m
d
o
o
ic Dean: D
m
W
e
d
.
a
T
c
A
.
G al: Janine Holmes
Princip

Snuggle Up To a Good Book”
Family Literacy Night

Mardi Gras Ball
“All That Glitters” (left to right):
Councilman Gregory Carroll,
Queen Jeralyn Guillard,
King LaRon Jones

• Motto: Soaring to excellence
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differentiated instruction
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You carry life
insurance to protect the ones you
love from financial
hardship if you should die. But what if that policy could refund money to you and your family
while you’re alive?
That’s the premise behind “Return of
Premium” life insurance. Here’s what to know
about this coverage.
What is Return of Premium life insurance?
Return of Premium life insurance is a term
policy with a level premium period of either 20
or 30 years. At the end of the term, if the death
benefit has not been paid and you’ve made
regular premium payments, you’ll be refunded
the money you’ve paid over the level premium
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Paid for by the Shane Family Foundation
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Testing season
By Michelle Blouin-Williams – Jefferson Parish Public School System Acting Superintendent
Everyone
is
anticipating the first
blooms of the season,
knowing that April offers the promise of a warmer spring. For the Jefferson Parish Public School System (JPPSS), this time
of year offers a wide variety of school-related activities, including spring sports and statewide testing.
Since mid-March, state testing has been underway in JPPSS, as well as in districts around our
great state and nation. Students in grades 3 through
12 have been taking various content and course
specific assessments that will give us an indicator of

how well our students are progressing on the path to
being college and career ready.
JPPSS students in grades 3 through 8 have
already completed the first of the two-part PARCC
(Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers) assessment in mathematics and
English language arts. In May, they will tackle the
second portion of this new exam.
PARCC focuses on students’ mastery of key
concepts as well as their critical thinking and
writing skills, and is aligned to the Common Core
State Standards. Our teachers and their principals continue to work diligently to ensure our

students are mastering academic content, along
with preparing students for these specific assessments. Our teachers have enhanced assignments
and adjusted instructional methods to prepare
students to meet the higher bar of the new state
standards and assessments, and we are confident
in their readiness. That investment of time and
attention will prove invaluable as each school
strives to reach its academic goals.
It is important for your students to be well
rested and on time during the various testing windows. Thank you for encouraging your students to
give their best each day.

We are grateful to our parents and stakeholders for your support. In partnership, we will help ensure that students are the best-educated generation
that the parish has ever seen.
Michelle Blouin-Williams is currently the
acting superintendent of the Jefferson Parish Public School System. Previously, she was the district’s
deputy superintendent, chief academic officer and
chief of human capital. Blouin-Williams began her
career with Jefferson Parish Public School System
in 1989 as a mathematics teacher.

Submit an anonymous tip
directly to the Kenner Police
Department about Criminal /
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject,
or Other Types of Suspicious
incidents in your Community

Parkinson’s Disease
Circle of Friends Support Group

Go to www.kennerpd.com

For more information contact:
Michelle Lane 952-6659 • Susan Sapir-Fields 432-0006

Meetings are held the
Second Tuesday of every month • 7:00 PM
Jewish Community Center
3747 West Esplanade Avenue • Metairie

19,405
THAT’S THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTER
HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER THAT RECEIVE THE
KENNER STAR FREE IN THE MAIL EACH MONTH!

WANT TO REACH
THOSE PEOPLE?
Call us to advertise!

468- 9125
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Arbor Day in Kenner highlights importance of planting trees
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni has declared
Friday, April 24, 2015 as Kenner’s Arbor Day. Communities throughout the country celebrate Arbor
Day as a special day for tree planting and to recognize the value trees have for their homes, businesses and neighborhoods.
“We set aside one day each year, Arbor Day, to
either plant a tree or reflect on all the wonderful
benefits trees provide us. We rarely appreciate how
important trees are until after they are gone,” says
Scott Broussard, landscape plan reviewer for Ken-

ner’s Department of Planning and Zoning.
The city of Kenner has recently placed an emphasis on tree planting and beautification of public property. Throughout the city, new trees have
been added on street medians and parks. Many
of the trees planted on public property have been
donated through non-profit organizations such as
Jefferson Beautification INC, the Apache Foundation and the Chevron Tree Farm in New Orleans.
Numerous trees have also been planted with council district funds. Kenner’s 2030 Plan calls for tree

planting on select commercial corridors to improve
aesthetics and entice quality retail establishments.
In the past five years, over 800 trees have been
planted on public property in Kenner.
“Public trees are great, but there is a lot more
private land than public land in our city,” says
Broussard. “The real impact to our urban forest
comes when residents and business owners plant
trees in their yards or parking lots. A healthy urban forest helps prevent flooding from storms, increases property values, reduces temperatures and

creates wildlife habitats. Trees silently play a huge
part in our public infrastructure.”
Broussard added some advice for those choosing to plant a tree this Arbor Day, “As summer
comes near and temperatures rise, be sure to water
any trees that you plant. Also check for above and
below ground utilities. Placing a tree in the right
location can save you money and headaches in the
future. Whenever possible, plant large maturing
shade trees. Years from now, you’ll be able to enjoy
the shade they provide.”

Kenner named Tree City USA by Arbor Day Foundation
Kenner has been named a 2014 Tree City
USA by the Arbor Day Foundation in honor of
its commitment to effective urban forest management. Kenner achieved Tree City USA recognition by meeting the program’s four requirements: a tree board or department, a tree-care
ordinance, an annual community forestry budget of at least $2 per capita and an Arbor Day
observance and proclamation.

The Tree City USA program is sponsored by
the Arbor Day Foundation, in partnership with
the U.S. Forest Service and the National Association of State Foresters. “Everyone benefits
when elected officials, volunteers and committed citizens in communities like Kenner make
smart investments in urban forests,” said Matt
Harris, chief executive of the Arbor Day Foundation. “Trees bring shade to our homes and beauty

to our neighborhoods, along with numerous economic, social and environmental benefits.”
Cleaner air, improved storm water management, energy savings and increased property values and commercial activity are among the benefits enjoyed by Tree City USA communities.
“Imagine a city with nothing but concrete
from end to end,” Mayor Michael S. Yenni said.
“That isn’t a place I think anyone would want to

KENNER

Jefferson Parish

Offender Watch
The nation’s leading
registered sex offender
management and
community
notification tool.

http://www.jpso.com/SexOffenders.aspx

BUSINESS

ASSOCIATION

Since 1985 Bringing
Kenner Businesses and
Our Community Together

live. We are honored that Kenner continues to
maintain its Tree City designation.”
More information on the program is available
at www.arborday.org/TreeCityUSA.
The Arbor Day Foundation is a million member nonprofit conservation and education organization with the mission to inspire people to plant,
nurture and celebrate trees. More information is
available at www.arborday.org.

Join Us For

Lunch ~n~ Lagniappe
Thursday, April 23 • 11:30-1:30
Hosted by

Marcel Lashover
One Stop Financial Group
2817 Harvard Ave., Suite 101• Metairie

Luncheon reservations:
email reservations@kennerbusinessassociation.com

or call Mary-Sharon at 441-6106.
www.kennerbusinessassociation.com

$10 event charge includes
light lunch & networking
RSVP by April 20 to marcel@osfglle.com or 708-1300
For info call Mary-Sharon at 441-6106.

KBA_0415.indd 1

Kenner Police Department

Drug Tip
Hotline

466-3073
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Kenner’s representative on JCVB earns executives award
Carolyn Barrett, Kenner’s dedicated representative with the Jefferson Convention and Visitor’s Bureau has been named “Executive Member
of the Year” by the Louisiana Society of Association
Executives.

During the group’s recent annual convention,
Barrett, CGMP, CHSC, senior sales Manager for
JCVB, received the award for her dedication and
contributions to the society.
“We are proud of our association with the

JCVB and Carolyn’s work, in particular, in bringing
events to the city such as last summer’s Lieutenant Governor’s Tourism Summit,” Kenner Mayor
Michael S. Yenni said. “This is an award that is well
deserved.”

The Louisiana Society of Association Executives is a statewide group comprised of chief executive officers and association professionals from
many different types of organizations in the state,
as well as allied vendors from multiple states.

Community
Girl Scouts seeking worn American flags
Do you have a frayed or faded American flag
that needs retiring? The local Girl Scouts will be
happy to take care of it for you. Flag retirement
ceremonies are held weekly during the Girl Scout
resident summer camp sessions in June and July,
in order to teach girls the proper way of retiring a
flag, and as a service to the community.

“Flags unfit for respectful display should
be disposed of appropriately and we would love
to get them off of your hands,” said Angela Arneal, Program Resident Camp and Equestrian
Manager at Girl Scouts Louisiana East. American flags of any shape or size, may be dropped
off at or mailed to the local council office or by

contacting Angela Arneal at aarneal@gsle.org.
The Girl Scout Louisiana East office is located at
841 South Clearview Parkway, New Orleans, LA
70121.
The mission of Girl Scouting is to build girls
of courage, confidence and character, who make
the world a better place. In partnership with

caring adult volunteers, girls develop leadership
skills as they discover new interests, connect
with others and take action on issues that are important to them. For more information about Girl
Scouts or about the 2015 resident camp sessions,
visit the council website at www.gsle.org or call
1-800-644-7571.

Parkinson’s support group holds monthly meetings
The Big Easy Fleur de Lis’ Parkinson’s disease support group, formed over six years ago,
holds meetings at East Jefferson General Hospital on the last Monday of the month in the Esplanade One room of the first floor conference center. The next meeting will be on Monday, April
27, 2015, from 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. There is

no fee to attend.
The guest speaker will be Jerry White from
Medtronic who will discuss the deep brain stimulation (DBS) procedure used in the treatment
of Parkinson’s disease.
“Parkinson’s patients, family and caregivers are welcome to attend our meetings where

we share news about medications, treatments,
current Parkinson’s research, tips and tricks,
with an emphasis on living well with Parkinson’s,” said founder Bonnie Huddleston.
For information on the Big Easy Fleur de
Lis’ Parkinson’s support group contact Huddleston at 905-6355 or at BonHudd4417@gmail.

com or visit the website at www.bigeasyfleurdelis.org.

MAYOR MICHAEL S. YENNI

Important Emergency Contacts
Kenner City Hall

468-7200

LA State Trooper

471-2775
363-5500

Kenner Police

712-2222 OR 911

Jeff Parish Sheriff

Kenner Fire

467-2211 OR 911

Entergy

1-800-968-8213
1-888-322-8667

Public Works

468-7515

Atmos

Code Enforcement

468-4068

Water Dept

736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage)

468-7292

Red Cross (Local)

620-3105
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Fun time with friends continues at Treasure Chest
By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager
Great fun has
been had so far in
2015 at Treasure
Chest! From celebrating our” Slot Dollar for the Year” winner in January,
“Big Cash” winners in February and recent big “Slot
Dollar” winners in March as well as our “Crazy Ball
Drawings,” it sure has been fun celebrating and
watching our Treasure Chest friends win big. In addition to drawing winners, our slot floor has been
lighting up with jackpot winners. Our slot director,
Larry Steele, has been busy adding hot new games
to the casino floor, so next time you are in, look for
Ellen and Flintstones, all new titles coming soon and
first in our market. So far in 2015, we have awarded
over $4,800,000 in jackpots and counting.
In April we look to add many more winners
with giveaways, drawings and kiosk bonuses all
month long. On Saturday, April 25, 2015, Treasure
Chest will be raining slot dollars and cash as we
award over $25,000 to lucky B Connected members.

From 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m., 25 lucky winners will
be selected to win $250 slot dollars. Then, all qualifiers will be invited back at 11:30 p.m. for a chance to
win more prizes ranging from $125 slot dollars up to
$2,500 cash! Earn entries all month long for chances
to win.
Our new monthly progressive drawing will be
held on Thursday, April 30, 2015 where we will draw
15 lucky winners at 9:00 p.m. for their chance to win
from $100 up to our progressive payday top prize of
$20,000 slot dollars. If the progressive payday prize is
not won in April, it will roll over to our next drawing
in May plus we will add another $10,000 slot dollars
to the prize amount.
Our “Crawfish Boils on the Lake” continue on
April 3 and 17, 2015 from 6:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. as
we pack the Treasure Chest front lawn with great
food, free music and the company of friends and
neighbors, in one fantastic location along the banks
of Lake Pontchartrain. A platter of crawfish and fixings will be served up for $10 with your B Connected

player’s card (applies to children 15 and under as
well) or $15 without a card. Cold beer, soft drinks
and water will also be available for purchase. A portion of the proceeds each day will benefit local charities helping at the boils. In addition to the great food,
free music can be enjoyed by all with Groovy 7 on
April 3 and The Wiseguys on April 17.
Be sure to join in the excitement of winning this
April. Our team members are waiting to serve you a
great gaming experience. It’s always more fun with

friends…at Treasure Chest Casino.
As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must be
21 or older to enter the casino and become a B Connected member. Membership is free and rules and
restrictions apply.
Treasure Chest Casino is located at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain
in Laketown. For more information visit www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

April brings free live entertainment at Treasure Chest
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 24 hours on Friday and
Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for more information.
Below is a list of entertainment with schedule and times subject to change.
Wed., April 1
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sat., April 4
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Off Da Hook

Thurs., April 9
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Top Cats

Sun., April 12
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Fri., April 17
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Seabrook

Wed., April 22
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sat., April 25
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
LO2

Thurs., April 2
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Sun., April 5
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Fri., April 10
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Esplanade

Wed., April 15
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sat., April 18
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Blue Eyed Soul Review

Thurs., April 23
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Sun., April 26
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Fri., April 3
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
River City Hit Squad

Wed., April 8
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sat., April 11
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Limited Edition

Thurs., April 16
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Top Cats

Sun., April 19
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Fri., April 24
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Cypress

Wed., April 29
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Treasure Chest and Kenner sponsor outdoor music and crawfish boils
Treasure Chest Casino and the city of Kenner
have joined to sponsor “Crawfish Boils on the Lake.”
On the front lawn of the casino, boiled crawfish will
be available and a live band will be performing on
two Friday nights in April.
On Friday, April 3, 2015, from 6:30 p.m. until

9:30 p.m. those with a Treasure Chest Casino B Connected player’s card and all children 15 and under
can receive a platter of crawfish and fixings for $10.
The cost will be $15 without a card. Cold beer, soft
drinks and water will be available for purchase.
Groovy 7 will be providing live entertainment. The

Wiseguys will entertain at the Friday, April 17 crawfish boil from 6:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m.
A portion of the proceeds from the event will
benefit local charities helping at the boils.
The casino player’s card must be shown upon
purchase. Membership into Treasure Chest’s B Con-

nected Club is free. See B Connected inside the
casino for more details, contact the Treasure Chest
Casino at 443-8000 or visit their website at www.
treasurechestcasino.com for more information.
Treasure Chest Casino is located at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner’s Laketown.

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

The Executive
Achievers Association
meets bi-weekly for breakfast.

April 2, 16, 30, 2015
at Messina’s Catering,
2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

Generate Solid Leads
Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident Public Speaker

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member
0415_EAA.indd 1
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Kenner loses prep wrestling event in short-sighted move
By Ken Trahan
Since 1996, the
Louisiana High School
State Wrestling Championships have been
housed in Kenner at
the Pontchartrain Center, with the exception of
2011, when it was held in Bossier City.
The event has been a rousing success, growing
from annual attendance estimated to be from 1,0002,000 in the early 1990s at on-campus high school
sites to the huge event it has become.
This past February, the tournament drew a record crowd of 14,055, breaking the record of 13,785
established in Kenner in 2014.
The nearly two-decade stay of the event in
Kenner appears over after a short-sighted decision.
On March 18, the LHSAA Executive Committee voted to move the 2016 and 2017 Louisiana
High School Wrestling State Championships back
to Bossier City and CenturyLink Center, picking
the north Louisiana bid over the Baton Rouge RiverCenter and the Pontchartrain Center in Kenner.
This was not a decision made by new LHSAA
Executive Director Bonine but by the principals on
the executive committee.
The popularity of the sport and growth of the
event can largely be traced to the efforts of Jim Ravannack, a Metairie resident who took over running
the LHSAA wrestling event in 1996.
Ravannack initiated the move to the Pontchartrain Center, seeing the possibilities and using his
substantial clout to make the deal work for both the
LHSAA and Kenner.
Ravannack’s clout is nothing to sneeze at. He
is the president of USA Wrestling, the governing
body of the sport in the country, and is involved in
the sport internationally. He was among those who
was instrumental in leading the successful fight to
maintain wrestling as an Olympic sport after it was
briefly discarded from those ranks.
To have the pre-eminent figure in the sport
from Jefferson Parish is a source of pride and a
resource to draw on locally and statewide. That is
what has transpired, until now.
When the discussion and vote on the 2015 and
2016 state wrestling championships took place, Ravannack was not present. He was not invited, whether by an honest oversight or by design.
To run the state wrestling event requires
someone who completely understands the intricacies of the sport, someone who can marshal up to
100 volunteers, set up officials, get hold of clocks for

each mat, come up with 10 top-flight wrestling mats,
solicit sponsorships and coordinate a wall-to-wall
schedule which includes 10 matches taking place
continuously at one time.
Clearly, it is a specialty sport, not one that the
LHSAA has run or can run with anywhere near the
expertise of the president of USA Wrestling.
The LHSAA may have to do so moving forward.
Upon hearing of the decision, Ravannack expressed his extreme disapproval, not of Bossier City,
its people and the Shreveport area schools, but of
the executive committee.
To put things in perspective, I have been attending the state wrestling championships for over
40 years. In the last three decades, I have covered
the event, via my media responsibilities. Over the
last decade, I have volunteered my services as the
public address announcer for the finals.
In 2011, I was in Bossier City for the event. The
CenturyLink Center is an excellent facility, with
plenty of good seating (14,000) and substantially
more seats than the Pontchartrain Center, which
seats 3,600. The people were extremely nice and
went all out to please those in attendance. I enjoyed
the stay.
That said, the Louisiana State Wrestling Championships do not belong in north Louisiana. There
is no doubt that north Louisiana richly deserves to
host a state championship or two. While there is
clear weighted bias to south Louisiana schools with
its many state championship events, wrestling is not
the sport to have in north Louisiana.
Consider that in February of this year, roads
from central Louisiana to north Louisiana were iced
over and sometimes impassable.
“The executive committee made a very selfish
decision in awarding the tournament and not taking into consideration the safety and the populace
of the sport that is in the southern half of the state,”
Ravannack said. “They removed soccer from Shreveport a few years ago due to weather and ice.”
Consider the schools that participate in the
sport.
Of the 80 schools participating in the 2015
event in Kenner, only 15 were from north Louisiana: Airline, Benton, Bossier, Byrd, Calvary Baptist,
Doyline, Evangel, Haughton, Huntington, Lakeside,
Loyola Prep, North DeSoto, Northwood, Ouachita
Christian and Parkway.
There was one school from central Louisiana
(Leesville).
Of the 64 others, six are from the extended

Nobody
does it
better
than us!
4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

We are the
place to watch
all sports on
our 19 TVs.
Not a bad seat
in the house.

Beer bucket
specials and
great food.
WIFI.

OPEN 11 am - 4 am

Come
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Stepbrothers.
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Lake Charles area (Barbe, Basile, Sam Houston,
South Cameron, St. Louis Catholic, Sulphur). Eleven of those are from the extended Lafayette area
(Carencro, Church Point, Comeaux, Eunice, Kaplan,
Lafayette, Northside, North Vermilion, Rayne, St.
Thomas More and Teurlings Catholic).
The remaining 47 schools are from either the
New Orleans or Baton Rouge area, which typically
dominate the championships as well as dominate
the number of people attending the events. Tourism
officials in Bossier City and Shreveport ought to be
ecstatic.
In 71 years of staging Louisiana wrestling
championships, the only north Louisiana school to
win a state title is Parkway, a consistently outstanding program, which won Division II championships
in 2003 and 2006. With the exception of 2011, all 71
of the state championship competitions have taken
place in either the New Orleans, Baton Rouge or
Lafayette areas.
I am an advocate of spreading the wealth
among LHSAA championships throughout Louisiana. When I was young and in high school, the
basketball championships were in Alexandria, fair
to everyone in the center of the state. That is a sport
where everyone participates, unlike wrestling. In
recent years, the Shreveport area has housed some
baseball state championships, along with soccer.
While I am a huge proponent of implementing
business principals to the LHSAA model and advocate making money, there are some instances where
common sense clearly should take precedence over
money.
Not having Ravannack, the president of the
sport nationally, as part of the LHSAA championships, is a huge loss. Ravannack is in charge of
250,000 high school wrestlers nationwide as well
about 10,000 officials and 60,000 coaches at every
level in the country.
“I was asked to take this in 1996 when we had
about 1,000 fans,” Ravannack said. “We grew the
event by taking it out of high schools and taking it
to UNO and then to the Pontchartain Center. It took
a lot of work and a lot of volunteers. I have volunteered my time. You are going to make a move like
this without even calling or consulting me?”
Ravannack is a big fan of the north Louisiana
wrestling schools.
“The northern schools never, ever complain
about coming to the New Orleans area for a tournament,” Ravannack said. “This is not about them.
They are a pleasure to work with and love the sport.
The people in north Louisiana are great. This is
about the principals in the process.”
Ravannack feels the move will be a huge detriment to the preponderance of participants in the
sport.
“This will cripple nearly 70 schools, teams,” Ravannack said. “I have run wrestling events all over
the world. They can say it is about the kids but that
is clearly not the case. What is the justification? If I
do not see justification or get a satisfactory explanation, I will likely not continue after 19 years and let
someone else take up the challenge.”
In his role as national president, Ravannack
has seen and been part of the state championships
of other states.
“Of the other states in the country, none take
their state championship events away from the
cities or areas where the sport is popular and flourishes,” Ravannack said.
One of the arguments against keeping the

event in Kenner is that the event is outgrowing the
3,600 seat Pontchartrain Center, which is always
packed. While that time may certainly be coming,
no fans were turned away in 2015, despite the record attendance.
“There are good fans, good schools, good programs and good people involved in the sport statewide,” Ravannack said. “This is simply about doing
what is best for the sport, best for the fans, best for
the schools. That was not done in this instance.”
Ravannack remains concerned about possible
weather issues in mid-February in transporting
mats, clocks, officials and fans to Bossier City.
“Last time it was done in 2011, there were situations with the weather where actually we lost all of
our clocks coming in for the state tournament because they were iced in,” Ravannack said. “I had to
turn buses around to get them out of New Orleans in
order that we could continue on with the program.”
If the move goes through, as expected, Ravannack will not be part of it.
“I did tell them that I was not going to be involved with it in Bossier City,” Ravannack said. “I’m
getting emails from within the commissioner’s office that I need to be there. I told them before that
I wanted to make this thing go and start turning
things over.”
Does Ravannack feel the LHSAA can stage a
fully organized, clockwork, professional event as his
organization has staged for many years without he
and his staff’s involvement?
“There are folks that can run a tournament but
can you put it on like it needs to be put on?” Ravannack asked. “I don’t know that. After the vote was
taken, all of the sudden, the committee asked, well,
‘how many people do you have to bring up?’ They are
going to have to get an additional 30 plus rooms at
no cost plus feed the workers, the staff we have to
bring in. Can they do it? I’m sure they could, but do
they understand the critical nature of how a tournament flows?”
The growth under Ravannack’s leadership has
been dramatic.
“We make money for the LHSAA every year,” Ravannack said. “When we first started, they were losing money staging the championships. Regardless
of the bid, you have to think about costs. You have
to travel all of the referees and staff. I don’t think
they have any savings, whatsoever. They got together,
they wanted a state championship up north and we
were the only thing out there available.”
In the 71 year history of the event, of the first
23 years, 22 championships were held at the New
Orleans Athletic Club with one being at Municipal
Auditorium in New Orleans. Beginning in 1968,
LSU, which had a prominent wrestling program at
the time, hosted the event for seven years. In 1975,
LSUNO (now UNO), was the venue. From 1976-1994,
the state championships were held at high school
sites. In 1995, it was back at UNO.
Ravannack has deep ties to the sport over a
four-decade period in Louisiana. Ravannack helped
lead East Jefferson to the state championship in
1978, winning the 145 pound state title after he
finished second at 138 pounds in 1977 and was fifth
at 126 pounds in 1976. Ravannack’s son, Chad, finished second in the state at 126 pounds for Rummel
in 2005.
“We love the sport and want what is best for the
sport, to grow and promote it,” Ravannack said. “It
does not make any sense to go against what virtually
next page
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Saints Hall of Fame golf tournament set for May
The 24th annual WGNO Saints Hall of Fame Celebrity Golf Classic is set for Monday, May 18, 2015 at
9:00 a.m. at Chateau Golf and Country Club located
at 3600 Chateau Boulevard in Kenner. A taste of New
Orleans will be available on every hole, catered by 25
local restaurants.
New Orleans Saints Head Coach Sean Payton,

along with some of his assistant coaches, Executive
Vice President/General Manager Mickey Loomis,
current Saints players, Saints Hall of Fame inductees
and Saints alumni will participate with all proceeds
going to the non-profit Saints Hall of Fame Museum,
located at Gate B on the plaza level of the MercedesBenz Superdome.

The cost per golfer is $300 per person or $1,200
per foursome. Patrons can pay to play with a Saints
celebrity at an additional cost of $300, while Saints
Hall of Fame players are available at an additional
fee.
All golfers are invited to the awards function in
the clubhouse immediately following the event. Pay-

ing participants receive a Saints shirt and cap, along
with other souvenir items.
To register, go to http://sportsnola.com/wgnosaints-hall-fame-celebrity-golf-classic-set-may-18
to find the entry form. For more formation, call 4712192 or email saintshalloffame@aol.com.

Saints Hall of Fame reception/auction to be held at Saints facility
The 5th annual Fox 8 Saints Hall of Fame reception/auction is set for Sunday, May 17, 2015, from
5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at the New Orleans Saints
cafeteria and indoor facility located at 5800 Airline
Drive in Metairie.
Patrons can enjoy all-you-can-eat and drink

with food provided by Pigeon Caterers, enjoy a tour
of the New Orleans Saints and New Orleans Pelicans
facilities and participate in a live auction of outstanding items from the New Orleans Saints, New Orleans
Pelicans, hotels, restaurants and more.
All proceeds benefit the non-profit Saints Hall

of Fame Museum, located at Gate B on the plaza level of the Mercedes-Benz Superdome. The museum
is open by appointment only by calling 471-2192 or
emailing saintshalloffame@aol.com.
New Orleans Saints Coach Sean Payton and
many prominent former New Orleans Saints will be

on hand for a great cause for the event sponsored by
WVUE-TV, Fox 8.
Tickets are $50 per person. For more information, call 471-2192 or email saintshalloffame@
aol.com.

“We are pleased that AVP managing partner
Donald Sun has chosen to include Kenner on the
AVP tour and excited that locals will get to see this
exciting sport and some of the top athletes in the
world during the tournament in May,” Kenner Mayor
S. Michael Yenni said.
The AVP New Orleans Open will feature 64 top
men and women professional volleyball players par-

ticipating in a one-day open qualifying tournament
and continuing with main draw play which will be
nationally televised.
Further information is scheduled to be posted
to the AVP website at www.AVP.com.

AVP pro beach volleyball tour coming to Kenner
Officials from the Association of Volleyball
Professionals (AVP) pro beach volleyball tour, the
Greater New Orleans Sports Foundation and the city
of Kenner, along with Olympic volleyball gold medalists and AVP tour members Kerri Walsh and Phil Dalhausser announced on March 2, 2015 that the city of
Kenner will be the site of the AVP New Orleans Open,
the first tournament of the volleyball season. The

KDHSA
from page 1

forward to construction in the future of a state-ofthe-art campus at the corner of Vintage Drive and
Loyola Drive in Kenner that will have a capacity of
1,500 students.
A measure of the school’s success is that it
had more than 900 applicants this spring for under
200 seats for its 2015-16 student body. Patty Glaser,
KDHSA Chief Executive Officer and Head of School
says, “On the one hand, we are thrilled that so many
families wanted their children to attend our school.
That certainly is an affirmation of our concept, our
excellent teaching staff and our commitment to a
healthy environment for the boys and girls in our
student body. On the other hand, it broke my heart
that so many students wanted to come to KDHSA
and we simply don’t have the facilities to provide
for them at this time.” The 2015-16 school year will
be the first time that KDHSA will offer eighth grade.
Glaser said 99 percent of the KDHSA student body
re-enrolled for next year. At the same time, more
than 90 percent of the teachers and staff have also
said they will return in the fall.
After the deadline for student applications
passed early this year, a lottery was held March
10 at the Vineyard Church on Sal Lentini Parkway
to determine which new applicants would be in-

event will be held on four courts at Coconut Beach,
the largest man-made sand volleyball complex in the
United States, which is located near Kenner’s Laketown. Pro volleyball returns to the New Orleans area
after a 16 year absence.
The event, scheduled for Memorial Day weekend, will be held Friday, May 22 through Sunday, May
24, 2015.

vited to join the student body for 2015-16. Under an
agreement with the city of Kenner, preferences are
given to children whose families are Kenner residents. Applications are accepted from any student
in Jefferson Parish.
Glaser said KDHSA has petitioned the Jefferson Parish School Board for permission to add
ninth grade next year and, eventually offer all the
way to 12th grade. Glaser said she and the KDHSA
are optimistic that the school board will endorse
their plans for a school that begins with pre-kindergarten and goes all the way through high school.
The school board has asked the school to reach
out to at-risk and African-American students and
Glaser said that has been done. “We think that the
future of Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy is very bright,” said Glaser. “What we have accomplished in our first two years has exceeded our
hopes. But we have much to do to meet our goals
for the coming years. We’re going to keep working
hard and helping our boys and girls attain their full
potential.”
KDHSA is a Jefferson Parish charter school
that emphasizes the sciences and math with a goal
of preparing students for jobs in the health care
industry and other scientific fields of study when
they enter college. KDHSA is an open admission
school. No entrance exams are required to become
a member of the student body.

Advertise in the

Trahan

Having built the championships into a larger,
money making event, Ravannack knows the LHSAA
now has a winner with its wrestling championships
but made a losing decision.
“I don’t want to attack Bossier City and what
they’re trying to do because it’s a bid process, but
it’s wrong for the sport, it’s wrong for the kids and
it’s wrong for the fans.”

from previous page

the entire wrestling community in Louisiana wants.”
Another prime consideration is the participation of wrestling officials in the state championships.
“The majority of our officials are out of New
Orleans, with Baton Rouge next, followed by Lafayette,” Ravannack said. “We only had two officials
come in from the Shreveport area. You will have to
get them to commit to attend and house them as
well.”
Aside from housing officials, Ravannack said
the cost for Bossier City will escalate.
“We have a staff of over 100 that puts the tournament on,” Ravannack said. “These are parents,
former wrestlers and volunteers with kids that
don’t wrestle anymore but they are so entrenched
in what to do, they give me two and a half days of
1
3/25/15
6:00 AM
their timeGeorgys_0415.pdf
just to be there. They
must
be housed
and fed.”
give

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of
WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and general manager of www. SportsNola.com. and hosts
“Sportsnola TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. on
WHNO, TV 20. Trahan is the general manager and
chairman of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame
Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome, runs
the Life Resources Sports Ministry and hosts All
Access SportsTalk on WGSO, 990 AM and WGSO.
com Monday, Thursday and Friday at 6:05 p.m.
as well as The Three Tailgaters Show Saturday
morning from 10:05 a.m.-noon with Ed Daniels
and Rick Gaille.

aveda– and watch love grow.

Give a gift they’re sure to love, the gift of Aveda. Pre-made gift sets,
custom gift sets and gift cards are available in any dollar amount.

Need help selecting the perfect gift? Just ask!

15% off
Gift certificates

Tuesday, May 5 - Saturday May 9

468-9125

465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com
701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065
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Choosing a tax preparer
By Rafael E. Saddy
The
Internal
Revenue Service income tax code is an
extensive and complicated book with
about 800 plus pages. Although income tax software
programs greatly facilitate preparing tax returns, for
many taxpayers using a local tax preparer is a fast
and reliable way to submit a tax return with the IRS.
How do you choose a tax preparer? You want
to find a reputable person or company familiar with
tax codes and items such as tax credits and legal deductions. Check qualifications before deciding on a
preparer. Commercial tax preparers should have a
preparer tax identification number (PTIN) so make
sure they do.
To facilitate the task of finding a properly
trained tax preparer look at the IRS’s tax preparer
directory listed by zip code on the IRS’s website.
Included are lawyers, CPAs, retirement plan registered agents, registered agents, registered actuaries
and seasonal tax preparers. Call the Better Business
Bureau (BBB) at 314-645-3300 to check them out.
Certified public accountants can be checked with
the state board of certified public accountants and
lawyers can be checked with the Louisiana State
Bar Association.
You should ask in advance what the fee will
be for processing your return. You should avoid
any preparer that charges a percentage of your tax
refund or those who say they are going to get you

a higher return if you file with them. According to
the BBB the price for completing a tax return will
depend on how complex your statement is, the
number of forms used and the hours spent preparing the return. Preparer’s fees should not be based
on the amount of your refund. Do not use a tax preparer who wants your tax refund deposited in their
bank account. Make sure that your refund check is
mailed to your address or direct deposited into your
personal bank account.
If the preparer offers you an advance refund,
please note this is a loan and you should understand
the pay back conditions beforehand because this
advance of your refund will cost you money. When
e-filing, refunds tend to be delivered to you quickly
versus an immediate loan that will save you only a
few days but be costly.
Never sign any blank tax return documents
in advance. In fact, review your tax return thoroughly before it is sent to the IRS and make sure
the preparer resolves any issues or doubts that you
may have on the return before filing. Once you are
comfortable with the entire tax return, you and your
preparer must sign it making sure the preparer includes his PTIN number.
Your tax preparer should be reputable and
should be easy to get in touch with after April 15 in
the event of an audit or the IRS needing any clarifications about your return.
Community announcements
April 11 - Gala Music presents el Gran Combo

Danielle KornDorffer
RealtoR®®

At Home
from page 1

indication that the 2030 Plan is resonating with
business owners and developers who clearly
see Kenner as an attractive location within the
metropolitan area.”
Kenner Planning Director Jay Hebert said the
department recently received and reviewed the At
Home preliminary plans and determined that the proposed use of the existing building is consistent with
the special ordinance that governors the Pavilion. “We
have looked to see if there are any impacts and they
have been approved administratively,” said Hebert.
Both interior and exterior work must be done at the
location before the business can open, officials said.

Sewerage

Cell: 504-250-1610
Office: 504-468-7979
Fax: 504-883-5272
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de Puerto Rico, with more than 50 years of artistic
trajectory, an icon of the U.S., Caribbean and Latin
American region and salsa/merengue lovers community. For more information of sponsorship and/or
participation call 850-766-4602.
April 11 – Señorita Unidad Hispanoamericana 2015 pageant and gala dance at the Best
Western Landmark Hotel, music by the Ovi’G and
the Froggies “Los Ranas.” For ticket information
call 466-1483.
April 15 – Federal income tax returns are due.
April 24 – May 3 Jazz Fest, for line up go to
http://lineup.nojazzfest.com.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The
center offers various programs as well as access to
information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For
information call 469-2570.

8/24/14 10:06 PM

occurring in residential areas and in other locations away from major streets. For instance, the
city’s sewerage treatment plant located near the
end of Veterans Boulevard at the city’s far western border is expected to receive approximately
$22 million worth of improvements with some
work currently ongoing and the rest expected to
start within the next five months. The main purpose for the treatment plant improvements is to
enhance the efficiency of the plant and its pumping and treatment capacity. ”We are modernizing
the plant, improving its efficiency while upgrading its pumping capacity,” said Gonzales.
The city’s sewerage system consists of one sew-

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (cox cable channel 76 or Uverse channel 99) has Hispanic TV programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at
8:00 p.m. For more information and program schedule go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner
TV logo.
I leave you with this thought. “Distrust and
caution are the parents of security.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer
for the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the board of directors
of the Jefferson Parish Human Services Authority.
Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.
At Home was founded in Garden Ridge, Texas,
outside of San Antonio, as Garden Ridge Pottery
in 1970 and was renamed Garden Ridge, eventually growing to 65 stores in 21 states around the U.S.
until the company became At Home in 2014. The
company today operates 80 At Home locations in 21
states and is headquartered in Plano, Texas.
The At Home store in Kenner will be the first
in Louisiana and offers products for the ever-evolving home décor category including an expansive
selection of patio furniture, home furnishings, wall
décor and decorative accents, rugs and housewares
from the quirky to traditional or modern to exotic.
The At Home Group, Inc. website is www.
athome.com.

erage treatment plant, 79 sewer lift stations, approximately 155 miles of gravity sewer lines, 35 miles of
force mains and numerous manhole structures.
Approximately 21 sewer lift stations will be
rehabilitated or reconstructed. Several miles of
new force mains have been installed. A number of
portable generators have been purchased to allow
sewer lift stations to function during commercial
power failure periods. Permanent generators have
been installed at several sewer lift stations. Many
sewer gravity lines have been replaced and repaired
and improvements have been made to the sewerage
treatment plant.
Gonzalez said the entire sewer rehabilitation
program is expected to be completed within the
next three years.
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New Kenner developments
from page 1

Rendering of planned Lake Towne Center development located at the northwest corner of Williams Boulevard and Joe Yenni Drive
“To be honest, my wife noticed all the palm
trees and the improvements there and it’s clear
the 2030 Plan isn’t just a lot of talk,” Elias said. “I
just think Laketown really could be the next big
place to explode in the New Orleans area.”
Yenni and parish and state officials also are
excited about the enormous potential of a boardwalk-type development that could include upscale
condos, retail, offices, restaurants, recreation and
more overseeing Lake Pontchartrain in Laketown.
Requests for Proposals for that project went
out to developers in January and all proposals
must be submitted to the city by May 8, 2015.
“I think we are seeing that corridor investment paying off in Laketown, and as 2030 projects
are begun later this year in other parts of the city,
we are hopeful to attract more young families and
businesses to all areas of the city,” said Yenni.
A hotel developer has already secured a location on Veterans Boulevard in Kenner not too far
from where the new $650 million airport terminal
will be built at Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport.
“It’s exciting to spend years on a detailed plan
to revitalize the city – from Rivertown to Laketown
– and then to see all of the hard work starting to pay
off,” Yenni said. “I truly believe corridor redevelopment works. We value every addition to the city, but
when you see this kind of significant investment,
that tells you we are definitely headed in the right
direction.”
expect the winning developer to not only
come up with a great plan but also to finance 100
percent of the costs of making Laketown’s commercial development a reality.”
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and hard work of our mayor, economic development committee and the entire city council. We are
all working together to elevate Kenner and to take
advantage of the opportunities available to us. The
best is yet to come.”
The additional activity Mayor Yenni is referring to is the recent purchase of a 10,464-squarefoot building at 4224 Williams Boulevard by Kenner lawyer Miguel Elias. The building had formerly
housed a wine store, café and restaurant but has
been vacant for many years. Elias says about 6,000
square feet will be renovated to become the new
home to his growing law practice. When the renovations are complete, Elias anticipates spending
up to $1 million.
“My clients are in Kenner, I live in Kenner and
I’m committed to the city of Kenner,” he said. Elias
said he believes the 4,000-square-foot restaurant
section of the building will attract a new restaurateur as Laketown continues to grow.
“That section is a prime place to put in a restaurant,” he said. “We may rent it out now for parties, graduations and weddings, but in the future
– with the expansion that is likely for Laketown – I
see that spot as something very desirable for a new
restaurant.”
The land at the corner of Williams Boulevard
and Joe Yenni Drive, property Loyola University has
owned for some time, was purchased by Unfolded
Property Development Group, LLC, led by Kenner
resident Jason Mobley. Land-clearing has already
begun and the first phase of the project calls for
40,000 square feet of rentable space named Lake
Towne Center which will include a Planet Fitness,
upscale retail and restaurants. Ground is planned
to be broken this summer with the project completion expected early next year. The remaining 2.5
acres are to be developed in a second stage, with
the goal of attracting a flagship brand hotel and
high-end stores, developer Jody Grass said.
Both Grass and Elias said the recent improvements to the Williams Boulevard corridor in Laketown, along with the plans for the other 2030 corridor projects, were strong inducements.
“We see north Kenner as a viable up-andcoming community,” Grass said. “We want to create a destination area for families to bring their
children.”
Elias, a lawyer practicing in Kenner for nearly
17 years, said he has been considering buying or
renovating an existing building in order to expand
his busy practice. He admitted that he first thought
New Orleans or Metairie might be a better location.
Kenner at-large Councilman Keith Conley,
former Kenner City Attorney, said he urged Elias
to consider Kenner. “I urged Elias to look into Laketown and consider its curb appeal and enhancements,” Conley said.
Last summer, landscaping, lighting and public art was added to the Williams Boulevard median
in Laketown. That project, which included a distinctive 16-foot Laketown sign that lights up in different colors at night, stretches from Vintage Drive
to Joe Yenni Boulevard. Kenner has recently spent
$1.1 million from dedicated hotel/motel taxes on
beautification of the city.
Although the money for the improvements
didn’t come from the refinancing of sales tax bonds
that will pay for about $28 million in other corridor
renovations for Laketown and throughout Kenner,
the impact is the same.
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