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Yenni sees sewerage
overhaul as top
mayoral achievement

Christmas Village
in Rivertown open
until December 20
On November 28, 2015, Kenner’s
Christmas Village in Rivertown opened for
the season with Santa Claus coming to town
amid a winter wonderland with falling snow.
Kenner’s Christmas Village, with snow
falling nightly, will be open every Friday,
Saturday and Sunday through December 20
from 5:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. and Santa will
be available for pictures every day the Christmas Village is open. Food and drinks will be
available for purchase from non-profit
groups and live performances will entertain
visitors. Admission and parking are free.
A discounted admission special holidaythemed musical light show, “Laser Holidays”
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By Allan Katz

will be shown at 7:00 p.m. on Friday nights,
December 4, 11 and 18, at the Kenner Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema, located at
2020 Fourth Street in Rivertown. Tickets are
discounted to $2 per person per show and may
be purchased at the planetarium box office
which opens at 6:30 p.m. before each show. For
more information call 468-7231.

Many Kenner residents may be surprised
that outgoing Mayor Michael S. Yenni regards the
$85 million rebuilding and improvement of the
sewerage system to be his best achievement as
the city’s top executive.
“I know that sewerage isn’t a very sexy topic
and I’ve seen people’s eyes glaze over when I start
talking about sewerage,” says Yenni who is preparing to move his offices to the Yenni Building in
Elmwood and the General Government Building
in Gretna, the parish’s seat of government, where
on January 6, 2016 he will take over as the newlyelected Jefferson Parish President. “But it’s a real
problem when you can’t flush your toilet every time
it rains. And, there were a lot of homes in Kenner
where that was the case.”
Yenni says it all started around eight years
ago when he was Kenner’s Chief Administrative
Officer under former Mayor Ed Muniz and the

Jefferson Parish President-elect
Michael S. Yenni
state Department of Environmental Quality came
calling with threats of catastrophic fines if Kenner didn’t improve its obsolete, inefficient and
environmentally disastrous sewerage system.
“Other administrations had kicked the can
down the road,” remembers Yenni. “They regarded
page 19

Jefferson Parish President-elect Yenni names Low bid accepted on first of nine Kenner
transition team
Keith Conley, businesswoman Charlotte Burnell and
2030 projects
program, according to Kenner District 3 Councilman
Jefferson Parish Assistant District Attorney ChristoKeith Reynaud.
Kenner Mayor and Parish President-elect Michael S. Yenni announced a five-member transition
team comprised of former government administrators who will be responsible for analyzing and reviewing Jefferson Parish department structures, management and budgets.
His transition team includes Jefferson Parish
Registrar of Voters Dennis DiMarco, businessman
Robert “Bobby” Breen, Kenner Councilman-at-large

pher “Chris” Cox III. Said Yenni, “I appreciate each
of these professionals for their willingness to serve
this parish and offer their expertise as we transition
administrations. They are each highly qualified to
evaluate talent, analyze budgets and provide fresh
ideas on ways to improve government efficiency. I am
fortunate to have their confidence and help.”
DiMarco, 69, served as Jefferson Parish Chief
page 18

The Kenner City Council has approved an
$830,216 bid for a pedestrian/bike path, landscaping
and other amenities in the median of Erlanger Road
from Vintage Drive to Lake Pontchartrain – making
it the first of nine Kenner 2030 projects set to move
into the construction phase.
The low bidder on the job was Onshore Materials, LLC with a bid that was approximately $100,000
less than estimated by engineers overseeing the 2030

“What a great way to begin on a program that I
am confident will both beautify some of our most important intersections and make the city more attractive to individuals and businesses deciding where to
locate in the metropolitan area,” Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said.
Most of the nine projects that make up the Kenner 2030 program are now in the design phase, said
page 19

Castle Theatre offers December “date nights” filled with serious fun
in historic Rivertown
“This is a dream month of talent,” states Castle
The Castle Theatre is inviting audiences to
join them in reinventing date night during the busiest time of year, the holiday season. “With Williams
Boulevard adorned in lights, the backdrop of the
Castle Theatre makes for a perfect night out and a
perfect place to catch your holiday breath,” said Jodi
Borrello, comedian, who recently opened a show for
the comedian, Larry the Cable Guy. “We want to give
audiences a breather to kind of take their shoes off
and watch a relax-a-minute type of show. Let us do
the work and enjoy the night out. I think we have to
set aside the time to remind each other why we work
so hard. There’s no better way than laughter and
dancing to take your mind off everything.” Borrello
will be performing several times at the Castle during
December before taking off for 22 days to go on tour.

Theatre General Manger Louie Duet. “We have all
this different type of talent in our own backyard and
we are honored to have these performers on the stage
in Kenner. We love our audiences. Last month Chris
Owens was in the audience to see ‘The 3 Charmers
Comedy’ and she loved the intimacy of our theatre.”
“We offer a lot of fun, comedy, music and entertainment right in your backyard – close to home,”
said Borrello.
On Thursdays, December 3, 10 and 17, “Thursday Jack” will feature music from American Idol finalist Mike Liuzza and his band along with a comedy
performance. The December 3 show will feature comedian Borrello. Tickets are $8.
The “3 Charmer Comedy Holiday Dinner” is
scheduled on Friday, December 4. “This charming

skit-filled and stand-up comedy-stuffed production
takes on family traditions,” said Duet. “South Louisiana and New Orleans loves traditions and three
funny ladies, Becky Allen, Jodi Borrello and Allison
page 19

KENNER PARKS & RECREATION
2016 Winter/Spring
Leisure Service Programs

Coming in the January 2016
edition of the Kenner Star
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Kenner’s Magical

Kenner’s Christmas Village, with snow falling nightly,
will be open every Friday, Saturday and Sunday from
November 28 through December 20 from 5:30pm-8:30pm.
SANTA WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PICTURES
every day the Christmas Village is open.
Admission and parking are free.
On Fridays, December 4, 11 and 18, the Kenner Planetarium and
MegaDome Cinema, located at 2020 Fourth Street in Rivertown, will be
open for a special musical laser light show, “Laser Holidays,” at
7:00 p.m. There will be a discounted admission of $2 per person
and tickets may be purchased at the planetarium box office.
Admission & parking are FREE • For more information call 468-7231
Christmas Village_1215.indd 1

11/28/15 9:48 AM

AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

Bird’s
one world one sky: Big
Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 27 minutes Adventure
Presented by:

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Dream to Fly

Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical
dragon flights thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic
carpet rides. Leonardo da Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his fantastic
drawings and through his eyes, we learned to look at nature for the secrets of flight.
Open your audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas about flight, and learn how generations of dreamers
pursued the ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

LASER HOLIDAYS
Saturdays - 1 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes

Children and adults alike will surely find the holiday spirit in this spectacular laserfilled presentation of seasonal holiday music! Feel the excitement as Frosty, Rudolph
and other holiday favorites are brought to life through a dazzling display of laser
lights and music! Selections range from the classics of Nat King Cole to the modern
melodies of Mariah Carey!

Season of Light

FRIDAY
SPECIAL

$2 Admission
Dec. 4, 11, 18
7 pm

Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

• Why do we decorate trees at Christmas? • Why do we kiss under the mistletoe?
• Why do we light the candles of a Menorah? • What did the Wise Men really see in the East? Find these answers and
more! Learn the history behind many of our holiday traditions and explore the sky at the time of Jesus’ birth in this
heartwarming holiday planetarium show!

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY H Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show H Children/Seniors, $5 per show H Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

Kenner_Full Page_1215.indd 1

MegadomeAd_1215.indd 1

show schedule subject to change

CLOMSBEERD26

DECE
RY 2
AND JANUA

11/28/15 9:48 AM
11/28/15 9:49 AM

3

KENNER STR  DECEMBER 2015

NOW

OPEN

2201 WILLIAMS BLVD.

(NEXT DOOR TO ICE HOUSE, CORNER OF 22ND STREET)

287-4492

Monday - Saturday • 7 am - 8 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 8 pm

Please accept our appreciation and sincere thanks
for letting us serve you. Sometimes in the rush of business life,
we fail to say thanks loud enough to hear.
But you can be sure your patronage is never taken
for granted. Our aim is to please and satisfy you.

We keep your heart

str Ong
We keep your heart

str Ong
so you never
miss a beat.

TO ALL OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS,
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
THE RICCA FAMILY

2151 Williams Blvd.

theicehousekenner.com

469-3503

(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

so you never
miss a beat.

Open til noon Christmas
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Sometimes it feels like nothing can slow you down, but
if left untreated, the consequences of heart disease can
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Christmas Bark
By foodieforone.com

We are in the homestretch of our annual run to
Christmas, folks, and oh what fun it is! It’s hectic,
no doubt, but, the rewards are endless.

advanced technologies and techniques, and provide
you with an individualized treatment plan.
you with an individualized treatment plan.

Everyone has their favorite traditions and their
favorite kind of Christmas cookie! Well, here’s a favorite
holiday mix of ours. It’s loaded with good stuff. And for me, the Captain Crunch
cereal in this mix instantly brings back yummy childhood memories.

AVAILABLE LOCATIONS:

AVAILABLE LOCATIONS:
AVAILABLE LOCATIONS:

Once made, Stavo won’t stop picking off pieces from the huge, sheet pan size bark.
And my four little grandsons love this, too.
Get the kids involved in making this – you’ll make holiday memories to last a
lifetime!
Ingredients
2 cups pecans, chopped; 2 cups pretzels, salted and broken; 2 cups Rice Krispies
2 cups Captain Crunch; 24 ounces white chocolate chips, melted

Ochsner Health Center –
Ochsner Health Center –
St. James
Kenner
Ochsner
Health
Center –
Ochsner
Health Center
– Health
Ochsner Health Center
– Kenner
Ochsner
Luling
1645Center
Lutcher–Avenue
200 W. Esplanade Avenue
200 W. EsplanadeKenner
Avenue
JamesRoad
1057 PaulSt.
Maillard
Lutcher,
LA 70070
Kenner, LAOchsner
70065
Ochsner Health
– Kenner
Health
Center
Luling
Kenner,Center
LA 70065
Luling,
LA1645
70070
Lutcher–Avenue
200 W. 504.443.9500
Esplanade Avenue
225.258.2037
200 W. Esplanade
Avenue
1057985.785.3740
Paul Maillard
504.464.8588
Lutcher,Road
LA 70070
Kenner, LA 70065

AVAILABLE LOCATIONS:

Kenner, LA 70065
504.464.8588

Add all ingredients into a large bowl. Mix well and add the melted white chocolate.
The chocolate will not be runny and that is okay. Just mix well.
Spread the mixture onto a sheet pan lined with parchment paper and place in the
fridge to set, about 20 minutes.

Luling, LA 70070
225.258.2037
504.443.9500
Ochsner Medical Complex
– River Parishes
985.785.3740
502
Rue
de–Santé,
206
Ochsner Health
Center
River Suite
Parishes
LaPlace,
LA308
70068
502 RueOchsner
de Sante,
Suite
Medical
Complex – River Parishes
985.224.1248
Laplace, LA 70068
502
Rue de–Santé,
206
Ochsner Health
Center
River Suite
Parishes
985.652.3500
LaPlace,
LA
70068
502 Rue de Sante, Suite 308
985.224.1248
Laplace, LA 70068
985.652.3500

Break into pieces and set on a festive serving platter, beautiful deep bowl or into gift
bags for gifting!
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions
are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe
directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

2/19/15 2:57 PM

2/19/15 2:57 PM

Recipe Corner_1215.indd 1

11/28/15 9:51 AM
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Saturday afternoon stew lik

www.chateaucafe.com

Burger Specials

(Chateau Blvd. location only)

ecials
Daily sp36
$

Authentic

BrAziliAn
Cuisine

8

made

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger
Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger

Fresh DAily

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger

with

Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger
Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger

homemADe spiCes
steak
p sirloin
n Cut To
ia
il
z
a
r
B
Grilled

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

Coxinha

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

deep-fried fritters made with
spiced & floured shredded chicken.

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

plate lunches, meat pies, savory pastries,
fresh cane juice, natural shakes & juices

Feijoada

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for To Go Orders!
ChateauCafe_1113.indd 1

traditional black bean & pork stew made with
salted pork, smoked pork ribs & smoked sausage
served with collard greens, orange slices & rice
sprinkled with tapioca flour (farofa).

start at $5
.75

BRAZILIAN MARKET & CAFE
fast
Brearvked
se
Daily

10/25/13 9:18 PM

Brazilian B
urgers

BrazilianMarket&Cafe_0214.indd 1

2424 Williams Blvd., Suite N • 468-3533
M-F 7am to 7:30pm, Sat 7am to 7pm, Sun 8am to 5pm
www.brazilianmarketcafe.com
1/26/14 11:57 AM
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from The Editor

Mike Yenni has been a successful, outstanding mayor for Kenner
By Allan Katz

In the course of a
50-year career in journalism, I’ve had lots
of chances to study
and evaluate mayors
in New Orleans and
Kenner.
As the decades have rolled on, I’ve seen excellent mayors, pretty good mayors, not-so-good mayors
and one absolute horrendous mayoral failure.
Of all those mayors, I would say that Mike Yenni
is in the top two percent. He took office when Kenner was in the midst of a serious fiscal crisis and was
showing all the signs of an aging suburb that had lost
its way. Five years later, Kenner is once again on a roll
and its leadership is facing the future with optimism.
It was on the basis of his fine record in Kenner
that Jefferson Parish voters selected Yenni as their
next parish president. If he can do as well for Jefferson Parish as he did for Kenner, Yenni will be as

hailed as his beloved grandfather, the late Joe Yenni,
who was Jefferson Parish President from 1980 to 1987
and Kenner mayor from 1970 to 1980.
That isn’t to say that Mayor Yenni didn’t make a
few mistakes, just like the rest of us mortals. But his
good decisions vastly outweighed them.
The way that Mayor Yenni handled the sewerage crisis was a good example of his style. Previous
administrations had been “kicking the can down
the road” when it came to sewerage. The state
Department of Environmental Quality was all over
Kenner and the city’s officials treated DEQ as if it
were an invading army.
Yenni – first as Kenner’s Chief Administrative
Officer under former Mayor Ed Muniz and then as
Kenner mayor – welcomed DEQ. He laid out a carpet
for them and they responded in kind, helping Kenner
get several badly needed low-interest loans to pay
for sewerage improvements to the city’s antiquated,
crumbling sewerage system.

Yenni also worked very well with the Kenner City Council to garner support of many positive
changes in Kenner.
As Yenni prepares to leave office in Kenner for
his new job with the parish in early January, a sum
of nearly $85 million has been put together for rebuilding the sewerage system. As Yenni says, “It’s a
lot better than it was. It isn’t perfect yet but it will
be and soon.”
Another example of Yenni’s effective leadership
style was his naming of an economic development
committee. It included business and civic leaders
from all over the city. Many initially thought it was
just a public relations gesture on the mayor’s part but
it turns out that when you bring really smart people
together in a room and give them strong leadership,
they soon start coming up with some excellent ideas.
The economic development committee, with some
help from University of New Orleans consultants,
came up with the 2030 plan that is upgrading Ken-

ner’s infrastructure and adding beautification. The
plan has specific goals and dates of completion and
is underway. Bringing the charter Kenner Discovery
Health Science Academy to Kenner is a major part of
the plan that has come to fruition.
Another Yenni characteristic that impressed me
is his gift for surrounding himself with really capable,
innovative people and giving them credit for their accomplishments.
Will Yenni be as successful for Jefferson Parish
as he was for Kenner? The answer to that, dear readers, lies in the future. But he certainly has the talent,
the vision and the perspective to be a highly successful
parish president. As he gets ready to take over his new
job, Yenni says he loves Kenner and the people who live
here. He certainly served Kenner well during his tenure
first as a CAO and then as a mayor.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.
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By Jeff Crouere
It was an overwhelming victory for
John Bel Edwards in
the governor’s race,
marking the first time
since 2008 a Democrat won a statewide office in Louisiana. Edwards crushed Republican U.S. Senator David
Vitter 56 to 44 percent, a stinging defeat for the political veteran from Metairie, who had previously never
lost an election.
While Vitter had the baggage of the prostitution
scandal looming over his campaign, as well as dissension within the GOP ranks, he also had to deal with the
unpopularity of Governor Bobby Jindal. Unfortunately
for Vitter, he was never able to escape Jindal’s shadow.
While Vitter and Jindal were not political allies, Edwards was able to paint Vitter as “Jindal on steroids.”
Ironically, only days before Vitter was defeated,
Bobby Jindal accepted reality and ended his long shot
presidential campaign. His campaign was an utter failure from the beginning. He never registered any significant support in the national polls and was relegated to
the “kiddies’” table for all four presidential debates.
Jindal’s campaign was done in less than five
months, as he was forced to the sidelines because of
a lack of money and almost no political support. In the
campaign, Jindal tried everything to garner attention.
He took very conservative positions and even aggressively attacked Donald Trump on numerous occasions,
but it just made him look foolish.
Not only was Jindal an utter failure as a presidential candidate, he was also an utter failure as a
governor. A new poll shows that Jindal is the second
least popular governor in the nation with a 35 percent
approval rating. The Morning Consult poll found that
Jindal earned the disapproval of 60 percent of Louisiana voters. It was even worse in a recent UNO poll
which showed Jindal with only a 20 percent approval
rating and a 70 percent disapproval rating.
Of course, eight years ago, it all started with
high hopes for the young governor. He was elected in
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina and strong voter
disapproval of Governor Kathleen Blanco’s perfor-

mance during the crisis. In 2003, Blanco defeated
Jindal, so four years later, it was a case of buyer’s
remorse when voters rewarded Jindal with the job
they had previously denied him.
It was soon apparent, however, that Jindal was
bored with Louisiana issues and solely interested in
pursuing presidential politics. In 2008, he was considered as the vice-presidential running mate for
GOP nominee Senator John McCain. In 2009, he was
selected as the GOP representative to give a rebuttal to President Obama’s State of the Union address.
Unfortunately for Jindal, he bombed in the speech,
and it exposed his weakness as a communicator and
media presence.
Despite winning re-election as governor in
2011 and serving as chairman of the Republican
Governor’s Association, Jindal did not pick up much
national support. This must have been especially
disturbing for Jindal since he traveled extensively
to GOP conferences and fundraisers. He was doing
everything he could to increase his national profile.
For example, he was a regular on Fox News and the
other national cable networks.
This publicity came with a steep price tag back
home in Louisiana. Voters noticed that Jindal was
frequently out of the state and his media appearances were always on national programs and not on
Louisiana shows. Also, the governor did not seem to
be solving any of the long term problems in Louisiana. From coastal erosion to poor infrastructure to
the high crime rate, Louisiana was not making any
progress under Jindal.
While the governor touted ethics reform, his signature bill was only a partial fix as it did not include the
executive branch of government. His much ballyhooed
tax reform legislation was dead on arrival at the legislature and in the last session, his legislative initiatives
were either ignored or defeated.
He completely switched positions on Common
Core, after pushing through members of BESE who
supported the program. Jindal’s last session was maybe his worst as governor as the budget woes were fully
exposed. In previous years, Jindal used non-recurring

money to fill budget holes, but this year, such accounting tricks were not as easily available, so he had to approve a mix of increased fees and taxes. The end result
was a total of $800 million in new taxes, the largest
increase in Louisiana history.
Currently, the state still faces a higher education
crisis with an impending shortfall in the TOPS college
scholarship program and a budget crisis with massive
shortfall in the Medicaid program. Jindal’s solutions
were panned by both Edwards and Vitter. The crisis
is so severe Edwards has already announced a special
session in February.
At this point, his only true supporters are his family and those on his payroll. After eight years of neglect,
he will laughably embark on a statewide tour before his
term ends, but it will only remind Louisiana voters that
Jindal has been an absentee governor. Eight weeks of
work will not make up for two failed terms.
As voters look back at Jindal they will be reminded of the great expectations and the crushing disappointments. He will exit office with a large deficit, even
though he inherited a $1 billion budget surplus. Louisiana also has the 10th highest unemployment rate in
the nation and with oil prices dropping; the job losses
will undoubtedly mount.
Edwards will have a very tough task thanks to
Governor Jindal who officially leaves office on January
11, 2016.
The one silver lining to this debacle is that
Bobby Jindal is so unpopular he will never get elected to any political office in Louisiana again. At last
the political career of the greatest disappointment
in Louisiana political history is over.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his
Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m.
Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, Channel
32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on
radio station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the
north shore. Crouere is a political analyst for WGNOTV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.

6

DECEMBER 2015  KENNER STR

Government

Moving on with thanks
By Michael S. Yenni - Kenner Mayor, Jefferson Parish President-elect
I cannot tell you
how humbling it is to
know the level of support I received from
loved ones, friends and
even people I don’t know in Kenner as I campaigned the
past eight months to be Jefferson Parish President.
I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone in the city who supported me – whether it was a
campaign meet-and-greet, a yard sign declaring your
preference in the race, a monetary donation or simply a vote on Oct. 24.
While I am proud of the strong support I received

from throughout the parish – enough to defeat four
other candidates – having such a strong base in Kenner
was crucial.
More than six out of every 10 voters in Kenner
cast their vote for me. That tells me the hard work we’ve
been doing the past five years in Kenner is resonating
with residents. And I promise you this: It will be more
of the same when I take over the job as Jefferson Parish
President in early January.
While I am excited to follow in the footsteps of my
uncle and my grandfather and be able to spread some
of the good work we have done in Kenner to the rest of
the parish over the next four years, I will miss everything

about being mayor of Kenner.
Perhaps as much as anything, I will miss finishing some of the important projects that we have begun
since I was first elected in 2010 – from the completion
of the 2030 corridor projects to beautify and improve
some of our most important intersections to the commercial development on Lake Pontchartrain that is currently under negotiation.
But as a resident of Kenner I am thankful for the
members of my administration, particularly Chief Administrative Officer Mike Quigley, along with all of the
hard-working and dedicated employees in Kenner.
Mike Quigley has been in Kenner 10 years and his
judgment and guidance has been crucial in many of the
important improvements we’ve made – from leading
the recovery and FEMA reimbursement effort following
hurricanes Katarina, Gustav and Isaac to overseeing the

$80 million overhaul of the city sewerage system.
Mike has personally committed to me that he
will remain in Kenner to complete the work we started
together – first under Mayor Ed Muniz – and then as
the Yenni team beginning in 2010. That makes it much
easier to leave the city where I was born and where I
hope my daughter Reagan will raise her kids one day.
That is great news for my family and for everyone who
lives in Kenner.
Please know that I will not forget the city of Kenner as Jefferson Parish President. I welcome everyone
to join me for the essential overhauls to come in Jefferson Parish. God bless Kenner and Jefferson Parish.
Kenner Mayor and Jefferson Parish Presidentelect Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or by email at
kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

City and airport have plans to minimize problems with new airport terminal construction
By Aimee Vallot – Kenner’s Inspection and Code Enforcement Department Director
In the coming
months, Kenner residents should expect
to see more activity in preparation for
construction of the
new $650 million airport terminal, to be located just south of the Veterans
Boulevard corridor.
The new airport will be a major economic boom
for Kenner and the entire metropolitan area. Along
with Kenner Chief Administrative Officer Mike Quigley and other members of Mayor Michael Yenni’s
administration, I have been meeting for months to

help the construction team come up with a plan that
will minimize the impact to Kenner homes and businesses as much as possible.
I’m happy to report that the New Orleans Aviation Board, the airport design team and Hunt Gibbs
Boh Metro Joint Venture, the company that will take
the lead in construction, all are sensitive to the many
different ways an enormous project like a new airport
terminal can affect its neighbors.
In fact, the officials with the joint venture overseeing construction have already suggested a series
of public meetings to educate residents and business
owners as much as possible and to answer questions
and take suggestions for ways to improve plans for

FINAL EXPENSE
Whole Life Insurance

access to the construction site for workers as well as
trucks that will be delivering 2.5 million cubic yards
of sand to prepare the site for construction.
We hope to be scheduling those meetings soon.
In the meantime, the joint venture construction
team has announced a number of ways the construction plan is being altered to mitigate any potential
problems for Kenner residents and business owners.
These include:
The delivery of the sand to the construction site,
an enormous undertaking expected to last 42 weeks,
will be limited to 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. in an effort to
avoid morning and evening traffic.
A secondary route to the construction site
will be Crestview Avenue and it will be used mostly
for workers and no vehicles larger than 55 feet will
be allowed.
Aberdeen Street will continue to be used by
General Aviation Corporation and as an overflow
route only if an issue should arise with the primary
and secondary routes that have been established.
A hotline will be established for any complaints
or questions about the project and signs will be post-

ed in and around the work area. That hotline number
has not yet been set up.
Meetings with residents and business owners,
which should be by the end of this year, will be detailing the entire traffic plan.
Joint venture officials will video the Bainbridge
Street Canal, particularly during the dirt-hauling
phase to be able to quickly verify if any damage results because of the truck traffic. Residents are encouraged to do the same on their property, although
officials have said they don’t expect any residential
damage because of the route chosen to handle the
bulk of the traffic.
The schedule as of mid-November called for the
dirt hauling work to begin by the middle of February,
allowing for plenty of time to fine-tune the traffic
plan and make sure all concerns from Kenner residents and city officials can be addressed.
Aimee Vallot is Kenner’s Director of Inspection
and Code Enforcement Department and can be
reached at 468-6606 or at avallot@kenner.la.us.
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Kenner Police Department POST Academy
class 13 graduates
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Kenner Police Chief Michael J. Glaser announced
that the Kenner Police Department’s Thirteenth Peace
Officer Standards and Training (P.O.S.T.) Academy
class graduated on Friday, November 20, 2015. The
academy began on August 3, 2015. Graduating recruits
are Kenner Police Officers Daniel Aucoin, Brandon
Davis, Alejandro Galvez, Eric Hill, Gabriel MarquezCastro, Ashley Santini, Victoria Schoen, Carley Ward
and Joshua Zurita. Also graduating were Southeastern
Louisiana University Police Officer Jourdan Hatcher,
Westwego Police Officers Michael Louviere and Yule
Pouchie and Orleans Parish Sheriff’s Office Deputy
Bradford Marsalis.
Graduates have successfully completed a complex
and stringent hiring process, which includes passing
an extensive background investigation, psychological
exams, physical fitness assessment and final selection
through an oral administrative review board process.
Graduates abided by strict codes of discipline
while they received over 590 hours of training in various aspects of police work, such as legal issues, first aid,

firearms, investigations, traffic services, patrol practices, report writing, community relations, self-defense
tactics, physical training and defensive driving. P.O.S.T.
requires a minimum of 360 hours of instruction.
Graduates are P.O.S.T. certified, meaning that
they have taken and passed the P.O.S.T. exam and have
sufficiently completed the basic training requirements.
Louisiana law requires all police officers to be P.O.S.T.
certified within one year of being hired. Upon completing the basic academy, new Kenner Police Officers
must also successfully complete a 16-week field training program, working with a veteran police officer in
the KPD Patrol Division.
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It’s the season to be jolly and safe
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
As you finish
preparing for the fastapproaching holidays,
you must remember that
criminals are also very
busy this time of year. The most frequent holiday crimes are
committed in and around shopping malls when you are not
paying attention. Please review the following safety tips with
your family. These suggestions will help you have a safe and
happy holiday season.
Avoid shopping when you are exhausted. You are
more alert when you are less tired.
Always lock your car doors, even if leaving your car
for just a moment. Car thieves are always watching and
take vehicles that are easiest to steal.
Hang your belongings on hooks in dressing rooms
and public restrooms to avoid them being snatched from
under your feet.
When parking at shopping centers, do so in areas
that are properly lit and bring a shopping partner along
with you for safety.
Write down where you parked your car. Being unable to locate your vehicle can cause stress and confusion
that will make you an easy target for criminals.
Before you exit your vehicle, check the area to make
sure it looks safe and keep your engine running until
you’re ready to leave your vehicle in case you should need
to flee the area quickly.
Do not have your arms completely filled when going
to your car, especially when it’s dark.
Make sure to put your purchases in the trunk of your
vehicle and out of sight so thieves aren’t tempted to break
into your vehicle.
Occasionally check your purse to make sure it is
securely closed to avoid becoming a victim of pickpockets.
When ordering gifts online, make sure the website
you use is secure before providing your credit card number.
Check into any unfamiliar organization looking for
“holiday donations.”
After opening gifts, break down all boxes and put
them in plastic bags to hide the fact you have valuable
items in your home.

KPD awarded overtime
traffic enforcement
grant from LA Highway
Safety Commission
The Kenner Police Department has been awarded
an overtime traffic enforcement grant from the Louisiana
Highway Safety Commission. The grant, totaling $35,000,
emphasizes enforcement against alcohol/impaired driving
(DWI) and occupant protection (seatbelt/child restraint)
violations by motorists in the city of Kenner. The funding
will provide for overtime expenditures of police officers
conducting patrols for such enforcement of these particular violations.
Besides enforcement patrols, the funding will also
be utilized for police officers working overtime while conducting periodic DWI or occupant protection checkpoints
throughout the grant period. Officers will also work overtime for this program during “Special Wave Enforcement”
campaign periods. Those dates are November 22-29,
2015 for “Click It or Ticket”/Thanksgiving, December 18,
2015-January 3, 2016 for Christmas/New Year’s “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over,” January 29-February 9, 2016 for
Mardi Gras “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over,” April 22-28,
2016 for “Buckle Up in Your Truck,” May 23-June 5, 2016
for “Click It or Ticket” National Mobilization, June 30-July
4, 2016 for Independence Day “Drive Sober or Get Pulled
Over,” August 18-September 5, 2016 for “Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over” National Mobilization.
The grant period for this program commenced on October 1, 2015 and continues through September 30, 2016.

Be extremely careful using ATM machines this time
of year. Always use them in populated places and pay close
attention to what’s going on around you.
When shopping during this time of year, forgo carrying around large amounts of cash. Instead, make gift purchases with checks or credit cards when possible.
In your home, avoid displaying gifts where they can
easily be seen from a window or doorway. Leaving gifts in
plain view may attract unwanted attention.
If you’ll be leaving town for the holidays, ask a trust-

ed neighbor to keep an eye on your home. Having someone pick up your mail and parking their vehicle in your
driveway from time to time will give the appearance that
someone is indeed home.
You can also create the illusion of someone being
home by using timers on lights, radios and TVs.
Make a list of emergency contacts to bring with you
on your journey including state police information for
each state you’ll be traveling through.
If you’ll be flying during the holidays, use covered
luggage tags to conceal your address and consider using
your office address instead of your home address.
Keep an eye on your luggage and valuables both in
the airport and on your flight and consider wearing a
waist/fanny pack or neck wallet, especially while sleeping

on a flight.
For extra peace of mind, feel free to contact the Kenner Police Department at 712-2200 to request a patrol of
your home while you are away for the holidays. The Kenner
Police Department wishes you and your loved ones a safe and
happy holiday season. Please feel free to contact me should
you have any safety issues or concerns.
Chief Glaser can be reached by email at kpd@kenner.
la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.
kennerpd.com. You can also download the free Kenner Police Department mobile app for both Apple and Android
devices as well as access the Kenner Police Department
Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest updated crime,
traffic and other law enforcement-related information.

Happy Holidays Kenner.

63% OFF
SEASON
TICKETS

Good times are here.
DECEMBER IS

DATE
NIGHT
MONTH.

FEATURING MUSIC & COMEDY WITH:
HOLIDAY JAZZ W/ INGRID LUCIA * BECKY ALLEN
JODI BORRELLO * MIKE LIUZZA * THE 3 CHARMERS
ALISON HOTARD * JIM WALPOLE *
NEW YEAR’S EVE BASH * COMEDY CLASS
DETAILED SCHEDULE ONLINE.
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CASTLE501.COM * 287-4707
501 WMS. BLVD. RIVERTOWN
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When Santa hits the skies for the holidays he
doesn’t have to worry about his transmission
breaking down… But You Do!
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Before you get on the road for the holidays, get your transmission
serviced, so you and your family won’t be stranded for the holidays!
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Muhleisen “Service of Remembrance” for loved
ones to be held again at Pontchartrain Center

The sixteenth annual Christmas “Service of Remembrance” will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 10, 2015, in the Pontchartrain Center’s Belle
Grove Plantation ballroom, located at Williams Boulevard at the lake. This is a free event sponsored by the
family and staff of L. A. Muhleisen and Son and MilletGuidry Funeral Homes.
The featured speaker will be Wally Pontiff, Sr., father
of Wally Pontiff, Jr., a former Jesuit High School and LSU
baseball player who passed away unexpectedly at the age
of 21 on July 24, 2002, from a genetic heart disease which
caused a thickening of his heart muscle. In 2003, Metairie
Playground was renamed Wally Pontiff Junior Playground
in his honor. The Wally Pontiff, Jr. Foundation, established
in his memory, donates all money and gifts to charities
and non-profit organizations in the local community.
The remembrance service honors the memory of
lost loved ones in this community. Edward Muhleisen, a
fifth generation funeral director, said, “We know the holidays are not festive for everyone, especially those families who have experienced a recent death. This is why
we encourage anyone who has experienced the loss of
someone special to attend the service and pay tribute to
their memory. Historically, those in attendance find this

program to be comforting and meaningful. Some have
said their Christmas doesn’t start until they have attended this program and others commented they could feel
the presence of their loved ones during the service. Our
hope is it will provide all in attendance with a source of
strength and inspiration throughout the holiday season.”
Each loved one will be remembered and honored
by name during this program interlaced with a delightful
array of music.
At the conclusion, participants will be presented
with an “Angel of Remembrance” taken from a Christmas tree, in memory of their loved one.
“Come and enjoy this special program, as well as the
warmth of people who care,” said Muhleisen.
To register the name or names of those you would
like to remember or to learn more about this holiday program, call L. A. Muhleisen and Son at 466-8577 or MilletGuidry at 985-536-7700 by Monday, December 7, 2015.
Reservations to attend are not required.
L. A. Muhleisen and Son and Millet-Guidry are family owned, independent funeral homes with locations in
Kenner and LaPlace. “Our funeral homes are dedicated
to providing personal service and offering programs beyond what would be expected,” said Muhleisen.

Health
Ochsner’s Golden Opportunity a great
way to stay healthy and involved
By Ann Laiche – Ochsner Health System’s Kenner and
LaPlace Region Golden Opportunity Program Coordinator
Ochsner Health System’s Golden Opportunity
program was established at Ochsner Medical Center
in 2007. Golden Opportunity offers men and women
(50 years or older) the chance to come together to
make new friends, create new memories, take advantage of educational opportunities and participate in
travel excursions.
The educational opportunities are coordinated through our medical team. Just recently at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, Golden Opportunity
invited physicians and other health professionals to
present on topics such as cardiology, complementary therapies (massage, Tai Chi and aroma therapy),
podiatry and Medicare Advantage Plans. Golden Opportunity provides free lunch and refreshments at
these monthly “Lunch and Learns” which are well
attended by our membership.
Since socialization is a big part of remaining
independent, travel opportunities are bountiful! The
Golden Opportunity program is offered in the Baton
Rouge, North Shore, New Orleans, West Bank and
GCB_MC_kennerad7849.indd 1
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LaPlace regions, and of course, our newest program
in Kenner. Program coordinators in each region offer monthly meetings, travel opportunities, (which
include day trips in and around New Orleans), along
with luncheons at local restaurants and visits to other
points of interest. The program also offers extended
travel opportunities throughout the year.
With the opening of our Golden Opportunity office in Kenner, we are recruiting new members. I invite
everyone to come over and visit with us. You will have
the opportunity to meet new friends and possibly reunite with old ones.
The cost of membership is $25 the first year and
$10 for every year after.
Ann Laiche can be contacted for membership
by calling 464-2974 or by dropping by on Mondays,
Wednesdays or Fridays from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner at 180 West Esplanade
Avenue in the hospital main lobby. Laiche can also
be contacted by email at ann.laiche@ochsner.org. For
more information visit www.ochsner.org/go.

Business
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Scotty’s Tire and Automotive now open on Saturdays
By Allan Katz
After 17 years at 4200 Williams Boulevard, like friends and we have many long-time returnScotty’s Tire and Automotive has become a well- ing customers.” By offering top of the line quality
recognized Kenner fixture. To better accommo- workmanship, products and customer care Scotdate his customers, owner Scott Zimmerman has
ty’s Tire and Automotive is recognized as a 5 Star
now opened his full-service shop on Saturdays.
Bridgestone/Firestone Affiliated Dealer.
Zimmerman, a Rummel High School graduLike many others in the area, Zimmerman
ate who grew up in Metairie, has been in the au- had to survive Hurricane Katrina. “We were closed
tomotive and tire business for more than 37 years. for eight weeks after the storm,” he remembers.
His late father, Richard Zimmerman, owned Fleet “When things seemed so gloomy after the storm, I
Tire Service at 1121 Carondelet Street in New Or- could have used my dad’s good advice as he had
leans and another location on Metairie Road and
always been my go-to guy, but he passed in 2006.
was in the automotive business most of his life. He
Fortunately, we all recovered and my business
began working in his dad’s businesses as a kid and
has grown every year. Our clients are not just from
by 19 was trusted by his dad to run the old Metai- Kenner but from Metairie, the North Shore, the
rie location.
West Bank, New Orleans and the River Parishes.
In 1990, Zimmerman and his wife, Stepha- I like to think it’s because of our good service and
nie, moved to Kenner. “When we moved to Ken- how we treat our customers.”
ner we felt it would eventually be a good locaZimmerman has also attracted notice as the
tion for another automotive service business. At
automotive columnist for the Kenner Star. “A lot
that time, there was nothing much on the north
of people read the Kenner Star and they read it
end of Williams Boulevard near the lake, so
closely, too,” said Zimmerman. People will stop me
when the property at 4200 Williams Boulevard
because they want to talk about something I wrote
came up for sale in 1998, we jumped at it. It was
in the column.”
a good move as Kenner has really been good to
Zimmerman says he’s a lucky guy. “The
people of Kenner have been good to me and my
us for the last 17 years.”
business,” he says. “My wife and I are thankful for
Zimmerman’s philosophy is to “treat every
the many people who have been loyal customers
customer as I want to be treated.” Zimmerman
throughout the years.”
said, “We take pride in what we do, we guarantee
Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., is a fullour work and we aim to please. Our technicians
service
NAPA certified tire and automotive shop
are all ASE certified. I would put our eight-man
offering
computer spin balancing, TPMS service
team up against anyone. We treat our customers

and adjustments, flat tire repairs, tire rotations
Scotty’s Tire and Automotive store hours are
and quality repair services such as brake repairs, 7:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday
wheel alignments, transmission services, preven- and 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Scotty’s
tive maintenance and exhaust system repairs. website is www.scottystireandauto.com and the
Scotty’s specializes in passenger and light-truck
phone number is 465-1312. 5 Star Bridgestone/
tires from Bridgestone, Firestone and Fuzion
Firestone Affiliated
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Saturday, December 12 • 10:00 a.m – 1:00 p.m.
Santa has been making
his list and checking it
twice, in preparation for
his arrival at Exceptional
Dental. Everyone is
invited! The real-bearded
Santa will greet families
and will hear the holiday
wishes of wide-eyed children
hoping for a special surprise
on Christmas morning.

Bring your family and friends for a great day!
Enjoy delicious treats and hot cocoa! No appointments
necessary. We look forward to seeing you all there!
Photos provided by Magazine Photo Booth
For additional details call 469-6333
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Santa photos, pet photo night and special needs
photo experience offered at The Esplanade

BUSINESS

ASSOCIATION

Since 1985 Bringing
Kenner Businesses and
Our Community Together
Annual Membership Fee: $120
For membership information
call Raiza Pitre at 358-6877 or
email Raiza.Pitre@cox.com.

The sharing of the knowledge of ideas through
business to business networking and exchange of
information has a huge impact on business
performance. It identifies a social sector and
significantly expands them to a larger number of
people while positively influencing public opinion.
Business to business networking improves an
organizations sales efforts and company profitability.

~ MISSION STATEMENT ~

Creating economic prosperity by providing
professional growth opportunities resulting in the
overall improvement of businesses in Kenner.

www.kennerbusinessassociation.com

Meetings held at:
Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE SALE SALE SALE
KBA_1215.indd 1
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FRIDAY, DEC. 11 &
SAT., DEC. 12
Gift Certificates
Gift Sets
Blow Dryers Flat Irons

Let us wrap up your Holiday!
465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065
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Eager children and their families can experience the
joy and magic of the holiday season with a visit to the Simon
Santa Photo Experience at The Esplanade mall. Children can
visit and be photographed with Santa beginning Saturday, November 21 until Thursday, December 24, 2015 in the mall’s
center court.
The Esplanade also provides children with special
needs and their families with an opportunity to enjoy a
carefully-managed Santa photo experience through the
“Caring Santa” program. Caring Santa will occur on Sunday,
December 6, 2015 from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m., prior to the mall
opening. Caring Santa events have expanded from seven Simon malls in 2011 to over 100 Simon malls today, reflecting
the positive impact of this unique program. To register for
the event visit www.eventbrite.com/e/caring-santa-tickets18739061036?aff=es2.
The popular “Pet Photo Night” returns to the Simon
Santa Photo Experience at The Esplanade this year on Sunday, December 13 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Many pet owners
view their pet as an integral member of the family and are just
as committed in caring for their pets as their “human” family
members. Pet Photo nights are hosted after regular mall closing and the set gets an extensive cleaning following the event
to remove any potential risk to allergy sufferers. To register
for the Santa Photo Experience, visit www.eventbrite.com/e/

pet-photo-night-tickets-19404361969?aff=es2.
The Simon Santa Photo Experience is again sponsored
by Gymboree. The Gymboree Corporation is a specialty
retailer operating stores selling high-quality apparel and accessories for children under the Gymboree, Gymboree Outlet,
Janie and Jack and Crazy 8 brands.
The 2015 Simon Santa Photo Experience is also sponsored by Universal Pictures Home Entertainment which is
celebrating the highly-anticipated release of “Minions,” available on Digital HD on November 24, 2015 and on Blu-ray and
DVD December 8, 2015. Those visiting the Simon Santa Photo
Experience will receive a fun-filled activity sheet and custom
Minion holiday headband and can pose for photos with the
colorful Minions standee and watch highlights from the movie.
Simon’s theme for Holiday 2015 is “Spread Love” –
from the love of giving to those who matter, to children’s love
of Santa, to celebrating love through holiday festivities with
family and friends.
“One of the great traditions of holiday shopping at The
Esplanade is the annual family visit to the Simon Santa Photo
Experience,” said Nikki Buxton, director of mall marketing
at The Esplanade. “I know Santa can’t wait to greet children
bringing him their holiday wishes.”
The Esplanade mall is located at 1401 West Esplanade
Avenue in Kenner.

Exceptional Dental offers free holiday photos
in preparation for his arrival at Exceptional Dental,” said Dr.
with Santa
Darrell Bourg. “Everyone is invited. Santa will greet families
Exceptional Dental of Kenner is opening their office
in Kenner to Santa Claus and is inviting all to take free holiday photos with him. Holiday treats and hot cocoa will be
served. No appointments are necessary. served. No appointments are necessary. Pictures will be taken between 10:00
a.m. and 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 12, 2015. The photos are being provided by Magazine Photo Booth.
“Santa has been making his list and checking it twice

and listen to the holiday wishes of wide-eyed children hoping for a special surprise on Christmas morning.”
Exceptional Dental in Kenner is located at 1305
West Esplanade and has two offices in Marrero, another
in Port Sulphur and will open a new location in Mid City
New Orleans in January 2016.
For additional information call 469-6333. Visit Exceptional Dental’s website at www.drbourg.com.

Education

Customer service training brings
added value to JPPSS
By Isaac G. Joseph – Jefferson Parish Public School
System Superintendent
Arguably no time of
year epitomizes the importance of customer service like the
holiday shopping season. Visit a store between Black Friday
and Christmas Eve and it’s almost a given that things will
be hectic. Even with long lines and crowded aisles, businesses can set themselves apart by creating a welcoming
environment. Quality customer service is the difference between feeling lost in a “retail wilderness” and experiencing
the true expertise of a personal guide who cares enough to
show you the path to that perfect gift.
The value of customer service is just as important in
public education. Education professionals can go that extra
mile to help our visitors navigate the registration process,
resolve a misunderstanding or develop a relationship that
leads to a better classroom experience for a child.
Over the past month, nearly all of our over 5,000 employees have taken part in customer service training. These
workshops were customized for the unique needs of our
stakeholders by Dale Carnegie Training. This international
organization has implemented training in over 400 of the
Fortune 500 corporations. Our goal is to maintain a standard of service that highlights five areas of focus.
Responsiveness – Addressing our parents and community in a timely manner.

Competency – Providing accurate and helpful information.
Empathy – Demonstrating compassion for the real
life situations our families face each day.
Reliability – Providing a welcoming, trustworthy
environment on a consistent basis.
Value – Making our parents feel that we hear them
when they express concerns.
While addressing our seniors during May graduations,
I made a point to thank the parents. They chose to send
their kids to us…just like our community volunteers and
corporate partners choose to dedicate time and resources.
In order to make Jefferson Parish Public Schools the first
choice of all stakeholders, we need the full support of our
parents and visitors. This customer service initiative is just
one more investment in the future of our students.
Isaac G. Joseph is the first African American superintendent of the Jefferson Parish Public School System
(JPPSS); the largest and most diverse school district in
Louisiana serving 48,000 students. During his 30 year career with the district, Joseph served as an educator, dean
of student services, principal, assistant superintendent
of human resources and executive director of grants and
federal programs.
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Dental emergencies and injuries
By Darrell P. Bourg, Jr., D.D.S.
There are a
number of simple precautions you can take
to avoid accident and
injury to your teeth.
One way to reduce
the chances of damage to your teeth, lips, cheek and
tongue is to wear a mouth guard when participating in
sports or recreational activities that may pose a risk.
Avoid chewing ice, popcorn kernels and hard candy,
all of which can crack a tooth. Cut tape using scissors
rather than using your teeth. Accidents do happen,
and knowing what to do when one occurs can mean
the difference between saving and losing a tooth.
Tips for dealing with dental emergencies
Bitten Lip or Tongue: Clean the area gently with
a cloth and apply cold compresses to reduce any swelling. If the bleeding doesn’t stop, go to a hospital emergency room immediately.
Broken Tooth: Rinse your mouth with warm
water to clean the area. Use cold compresses on the
area to keep any swelling down. Call your dentist immediately.
Cracked Tooth: Depending on the size and location of the crack, treatment may vary from bonding to
root canal treatment. A severely cracked tooth may
need extraction. Your dentist will determine the best
treatment for you.
Jaw-Possibly Broken: Apply cold compresses to
control swelling. Go to your dentist or a hospital emergency department immediately.
Knocked Out Tooth: Hold the tooth by the crown
and rinse off the root of the tooth in water if it’s dirty.

Do not scrub it or remove any attached tissue fragments. If possible, gently insert and hold the tooth in
its socket. If that isn’t possible, put the tooth in a cup
of milk and get to the dentist as quickly as possible.
Remember to take the tooth with you!
Objects Caught Between Teeth: Try to gently
remove the object with dental floss; avoid cutting the
gums. Never use a sharp instrument to remove any
object that is stuck between your teeth. If you can’t
dislodge the object using dental floss, contact your
dentist.
Toothache: Rinse your mouth with warm water
to clean it out. Gently use dental floss or an interdental cleaner to ensure that there is no food or other
debris caught between the teeth. Never put aspirin or
any other painkiller against the gums near the aching
tooth because it may burn the gum tissue. If the pain
persists, contact your dentist.
The preceding article was based on information
obtained from the American Dental Association’s
website at www.ada.org.
Darrell P. Bourg Jr., DDS, a family dentist who
has practiced for over 14 years, is the past president
of the New Orleans Dental Association and holds
memberships in the LDA, ADA and AAID and is a
fellow of the International College of Oral Implantologist (FICOI). Dr. Bourg practices at the Exceptional
Dental office located at 1305 West Esplanade Avenue
in Kenner and also has offices on the Westbank, Port
Sulphur and opening January 2016 in Mid City New
Orleans. Dr. Bourg can be contacted at 469-6333. Visit
Exceptional Dental’s website at www.drbourg.com.
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Holiday Savings
GOOD THRU
12/31/15

PURCHASE OF $400 OR MORE

PURCHASE OF $500 OR MORE

Must be presented at time of purchase, tire purchases must include nitrogen
and road hazard protection plan, gift certificates excluded

H OPEN SATURDAYS! H 8:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. H

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
Work Struts • Brake Service
Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning
Scott Zimmerman (owner),
Kenny Polizzi, Brannon Dietrich

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. SATURDAYS
www.scottystireandauto.com

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
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Orthopedic
Center for
Sports
Medicine
THOMAS R.
LYONS MD

RUSSELL R.
RUSSO MD

CHARLES P.
MURPHY MD

WILLIAM F.
SHERMAN JR. MD

LUIS M.
ESPINOZA MD

www.nolasportsmedicine.com
Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy
Orthopedic Center_1015.indd 1

467-5900

671 W. Esplanade

943-5777

889-2663

7030 Canal Boulevard 4921 Airline Drive
9/25/15 9:08 PM
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Forgetful football season claims Johnson while Miles survives and questions
end the 2011 season, LSU and Miles have never quite
Clearly, the backlash against him totally caught Alabout Payton linger
been the same, though they still went 20-12 in the tough
leva off guard. Clearly, Jimbo Fisher, his apparent choice
By Ken Trahan

The promise of the
summer has turned into being out in the cold for winter when it comes to the New Orleans Saints, LSU and
Tulane.
After rallying to get back to .500 at 4-4, the Saints
blew a chance to become relevant, losing in embarrassing fashion to a bad Tennessee team at home in overtime
before being blown out by a below average Washington
team on the road and a third straight loss at Houston.
In fact, the Saints have lost consecutive games by
14 points or more for the first time since 2007, when they
did so in the first three games of the season on the way to
a 0-4 start as part of a 7-9 season.
After a 7-0 start, LSU lost three consecutive games
to become an afterthought in the national championship
picture, the SEC and even the Allstate Sugar Bowl. The
Tigers finished the regular season 8-3.
After a 2-2 start, Tulane proceeded to lose five
straight games and seven of their last eight games to
clinch a second consecutive 3-9 season.
The end result has rampant speculation surrounding the coaching future of Sean Payton. Les Miles kept
his job in the most unusual fashion imaginable and Curtis Johnson was dismissed just hours after losing to Tulsa
45-34 to end another disappointing season.
Starting with Payton, it is unlikely that he would
be dismissed. Payton has been a brilliant coach in New
Orleans and remains a dynamic offensive mind.
The problem is that his defense is terrible again,
precipitating an in-season change at defensive coordinator with Rob Ryan dismissed and Dennis Allen taking
over. Now, his offense is struggling as the calendar flips to
December, which is truly a red flag.
Bad personnel decisions over an extended period
of time have the Saints in an also-ran position once again.
To make the playoffs in the NFC, the Saints would have
to go 5-0 the rest of the way to have any chance and 9-7
likely will not get it done.
While the schedule is certainly not formidable
(Tampa Bay, Detroit, Jacksonville included), are the
Saints really good enough to close with a flourish?

The speculation surrounding Payton is that he may
look to utilize an escape clause in his contract to leave for
greener pastures, such as Indianapolis or Miami.
The feasibility of that occurring surrounds whether
Tom Benson maintains in control of ownership of the
franchise. If Payton were to leave still under contract, it
would require significant compensation from whomever
he left for. The likelihood of another franchise parting
with top draft picks for a head coach is unlikely.
Tampa Bay did so when the Buccaneers pried Jon
Gruden away from Oakland. The move paid immediate
dividends as the Bucs won the Super Bowl but then regressed annually with Gruden ultimately dismissed. He
has not coached in the NFL since.
If Payton is going to depart New Orleans, the time
would be ripe now. Even with a losing season in 2014 and
the real possibility of a losing season in 2015, his star still
shines in the eyes of many general managers and owners
around the league. Should he stay longer and the mediocrity of the Saints were to continue, Payton’s star would
certainly fade. Indianapolis would be a desirable landing
spot with the presence of franchise quarterback Andrew
Luck.
At LSU, highly respected journalist Scott Rabalais of The Advocate published a story implying that the
future of Les Miles was in jeopardy, hanging in the balance prior to games with Ole Miss and Texas A&M. The
Tigers got whipped 38-17 at Oxford in another poor performance, chocked full of penalties and turnovers. Their
defense was poor as well.
Many others chimed in after the story by Rabalais.
It appeared certain that Miles was out.
Then, in an abrupt, apparent change of heart, LSU
athletic director Joe Alleva tersely announced that Miles
was still his coach after the Tigers closed the season with
a 19-7 win over Texas A&M.
Miles has done a marvelous job, on balance. He
won a national championship and had LSU playing for
another.
The problem is that ever since that 21-0 debacle
against Alabama in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome to

SEC over the last four seasons.
The aura of being an elite program vanished that
night. The offensive prowess of the Tigers became an
albatross around Miles and offensive coordinator Cam
Cameron.
The inability of Miles to recruit a bona fide SEC
star quarterback is befuddling. Jarrett Lee was not that
guy. Jordan Jefferson was decent but did not fill the bill.
Anthony Jennings certainly fell short. Ryan Perrilloux
could not stay out of trouble. Unfortunately, Brandon
Harris is not the answer, either.
The only quarterback Miles brought in that did fit
the description was Zach Mettenberger and he only started for two seasons and LSU got him on the rebound from
Georgia. Miles stuck with Jefferson over Mettenberger in
2011 before finally giving him the ball in 2012. He was acceptable in 2012 and closer to exceptional in 2013.
Some point to Matt Flynn, who led LSU to a national championship in January of 2008 but Flynn was
actually a Nick Saban recruit. Ironically, Flynn is with
the Saints now.
When you are not strong at the most important position on the field, you are limited as to how much you
can accomplish. The fact that LSU won as much as it was
with average to mediocre quarterback play was a compliment to how well Miles and his staff recruited at other
positions.
Then, there is the game day operation of Miles,
never a strength. While he will always be famous for and
remembered for his gambling nature late in games, his
overall conservative approach at all cost and shaky clock
management is equally as memorable.
Still, it is hard to argue with the overall success he
has had. He will likely make staff changes but for those
who expect an offensive change of approaches, think
again.
Regardless of who has called plays, the offense has
always been conservative. That does not figure to change.
The names most frequently mentioned as being on the
hot seat are Cameron, first-year defensive coordinator
Kevin Steele and special teams coordinator and linebackers coach Bradley Dale Peveto.
Alleva badly mishandled the entire situation. He let
his coach twist in the wind for more than two weeks, with
no vote of confidence. His players believed he was gone
as well. Why else would you carry him off the field after
the win over A&M? Fans obviously believed he was gone,
with their outpouring of love in what amounted to a farewell tour against the Aggies. Media, locally and nationally,
all pronounced him gone.
What changed?

to replace Miles, let everyone know that he was going
to stay at Florida State. Perhaps LSU System President
and Chancellor F. King Alexander let Miles know that he
could not make the move.
Do you seriously believe that a win over Texas A&M
saved Miles’ job? The same Texas A&M team that Miles
has never lost to?
If LSU would have dismissed Miles, the buyout was
huge, even prohibitive when you include paying off his
assistant coaches and buying out the contract of Fisher
or another current college head coach.
The other issue was simply whether you can get
better by making a change? Would Jimbo Fisher leave
Florida State to return to LSU as head coach? Does Lane
Kiffin deserve another shot to be a Division I head coach?
Would Hugh Freeze leave Ole Miss for LSU? Would Dan
Mullen be attractive? How about Tom Herman of unbeaten Houston? Is there another hot commodity out there?
Miles is staying. It is a moot point. That said, if Alleva, who totally botched this situation, remains in his
position, Miles had better watch his back. I know for a
fact that Alleva is not the only senior administrator not
fond of Miles.
At Tulane, Curtis Johnson’s future was sealed
weeks ago, not by the blown lead and loss to Tulsa. Retiring athletic director Rick Dickson did not even wait until
December for his replacement to be named to make a
decision on Johnson. Clearly, Tulane brass felt a change
was needed and needed quickly.
There have been too many misses in recruiting and
perhaps a lack of development in the talent on hand. The
growing trend of thought that Johnson’s stubbornness to
continue to run a pro-style offense without the talent to
do so was a mistake which cost him his job.
I stated when Johnson was hired that he may be
the last shot to truly get it right with Tulane football,
which has been a virtual disaster since the school elected to drop out of the SEC in the 1960s. The result was
a clear de-emphasis, losing seasons ad nauseam, infrequent bowl games and frequent coaching changes.
Have all of the coaches been bad?
When Tulane lost Larry Smith, it hired Vince
Gibson, rather than promoting dynamic offensive mind
Lindy Infante. When Mack Brown left, Tulane promoted
assistant Greg Davis, rather than looking at other good
outside candidates. When Tommy Bowden left after an
unbeaten season, the Green Wave hired Chris Scelfo,
rather than promoting dynamic offensive coordinator
Rich Rodriguez.
The question must turn to whether anyone can
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NOTICE TO ALL RESIDENTS OF
THE CITY OF KENNER

NO GARBAGE COLLECTION

December 4-5-6
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CHRISTMAS DAY OR NEW YEAR’S DAY
Your garbage will be picked upthe day after each holiday
along withthe regular scheduled garbage collection.

CHRISTMAS DAY-SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2015
NEW YEAR’S DAY-SATURDAY, JANUARY 2, 2016
Ramelli asks residents to call 482-2040 to accommodate requests for
removal of large bulky waste and to report missed garbage pick-up.
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A list of our recent
accomplishments
By Iftikhar Ahmad – Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport Director of Aviation
As 2015 comes to
a close, we reflect on our accomplishments to promote common good. The results show that this has
been yet another great year for Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International Airport.
Air service expansion is our top goal. For the period ending October 31, 2015, total passengers served
increased by 9.4 percent year-over-year. We have also
seen a number of new airlines enter our market while
the existing airlines continue to grow by adding new air
service. This year, we have achieved an all-time record
high of 50 non-stop destinations. We have also hit an alltime high in number of airlines by attracting service by
14 different airlines. The following list highlights the additional air service obtained this year:
February 2015
Allegiant Air: New ultra-low cost airline started
service to four destinations - Indianapolis, Cincinnati,
Columbus-Rickenbacker and Orlando-Sanford
March 2015
Southwest Airlines: Started service to San Antonio
Delta Air Lines: Started seasonal service to Cancun
May 2015
Vacation Express: Started seasonal service to Punta
Cana
Branson AirExpress: New airline started service to
Branson and seasonal service to Cancun
June 2015
Southwest Airlines: Started service to Oakland
Copa Airlines: New airline started international
service to Panama City, Panama
United Airlines: Started seasonal service to Cancun
November 2015
Delta Air Lines: Added additional flight to Detroit
Spirit Airlines: Started service to Las Vegas
GLO: New airline that started service to Little
Rock and Memphis
Allegiant Air: Announced service to Pittsburgh
starting in February 2016
Spirit Airlines: Announced service to Los Angeles
starting in April 2016
December 2015
GLO: Added non-stop service to Shreveport

Our customer service accomplishments include
expansion of our food and beverage options to meet the
growing number of passengers. New restaurants include
Dook’s Place, Flight 504 and Zatarain’s Kitchen. Other
restaurants have been renovated, including French Market,
Wow Wingery and PJ’s Coffee.
As it relates to infrastructure, we completed an
Airfield Electrical Rehabilitation Project. This project
involved the installation of all new airfield lighting, including LED taxiway edge lights and new runway lighting. The North Terminal Project design was completed.
The relocation of the airfield lighting vault from the
footprint of the North Terminal was completed in October. Final coordination is underway with the construction manager at-risk in the negotiation of a guaranteed
maximum price to construct the North Terminal Project.
Financially, the airport’s total liabilities have
decreased by 6.2 percent over 2010 and our total net
position has increased by 9.5 percent during the same
period. Consistent with our business strategy, our nonairline revenues are increasing which reduces our reliance on airline revenues. This allows us to lower costs
for airlines thereby increasing opportunities for new
airlines to enter the market and air service expansion
by existing airlines. This in turn creates more business
growth in our region and thus more job opportunities.
As we look ahead to 2016, we remain committed
to providing safe and efficient facilities, excellent customer service and more options for travel. Wishing you
and yours Happy Holidays from Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International Airport!
Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International may be reached
at airport@flymsy.com. Check your local listings for the
air time of the Armstrong International Airport 30 minute television program, “Airport Alive” or view it on the
airport website, www.flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link on the “News and Stats” page. Follow the
airport on facebook.com/MSYAirport and twitter.com/NO_
Airport. To find out how to be a volunteer at the airport,
click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s website homepage.
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Elevating Financial Strategies

STRATOS WEALTH PARTNERS NEW ORLEANS WELCOMES

Year-end tax tips to help boost
your return

Stratos Wealth Partners provides advisors and
their clients with a distinctly different wealth
management experience. One that effectively
elevates all aspects of the financial and
investment management experience for clients
seeking a more personalized concierge level of
service and innovative thought leadership.

By Marie M. Clesi
Take advantage
of smart year-end financial moves that
can help reduce your income tax liability when
you file next spring. Bernard Kiely, CFP, CPA, dean
of the National Association of Professional Financial Advisors (NAPFA) University School of Taxation, offers the following tips.
Donate to qualified charities and organizations
You can generally deduct contributions of
up to 50 percent of your adjusted gross income
to qualified charities and organizations if they’re
made before December 31. Consider donating

11/28/15 10:17 AM

stock. You can generally deduct the fair market
value of donated stock.
Consider using a community foundation. You
direct the money and the foundation pays it out
over a period of years. You can generally deduct
the donation the year you paid the foundation.
Contribute to your 401(k)
Add pre-tax money to your 401(k) before the
end of the year to reduce your taxable income.
Sell losing stock
Sell losing stock before year’s end to deduct
the capital losses against any capital gains you
realized, and reduce your taxes on the money you
page 18

W. Claiborne Perrilliat III
Partner
Wealth Advisor

3223 8th Street, Suite 203 • Metairie, LA 70002 • (504) 509-7586 Direct • (504) 460-4586 Cell
stratoswealthpartners.com
Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered through Stratos Wealth Partners, Ltd.,
a registered investment advisor and a separate entity from LPL Financial.
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A giving spirit

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

By Steven A. Watts

Generate Solid Leads

The Executive
Achievers Association meets
for breakfast at 7 a.m.

December 10, 2015

Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident Public Speaker

at Messina’s Catering,
2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member
EAA_1215.indd 1
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We can save you money on monthly premiums!
Call 467-0800

Auto, Home Flood &
Business
insurance

www.guffeyinsurance.net

Since 1987

3409 Williams Blvd.

Proudly
rePresenting

DISCOVERY HEALTH SCIENCES ACADEMY11/28/14 H9:23 PM
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Christmas is a
season of giving. As this
column is being written, many people are
thinking of those that they love and are making plans
to demonstrate their affection by way of a gift. Giving
can manifest itself in several ways. The law refers to
the making of a charitable gift as a gratuitous donation.
Under Louisiana law, the form employed in making a gift or donation is dependent upon the thing that
is being given. The donation of a moveable is typically
completed upon the delivery of the thing to the recipient with the intent of giving. For example, a gift of
jewelry or cash is typically accomplished by manual delivery of the item to the donee. This may be accompanied by the verbal or written declaration that the item
is intended to be a gift. Moveable items that require
more formal documentation of a donation include
automobiles and stock. Typically title to these items is
transferred by execution of a bill of sale or certificates.
If you wish to make a gift of immoveable property
however, there are strict rules that must be followed
in order for a valid donation to be accomplished. First,
a donation of real property must be in writing to be
effective. This rule applies both to donations inter
vivos (during life) and mortis causa (upon death). A
verbal donation of real estate is null and void under
the laws of this state. More specifically the donation of
immoveable property must be made in the form of an
authentic act, i.e., it must be executed before a notary
and two witnesses, who sign the act before one another.
The act of donation must be recorded with the clerk of
court of the parish in which the property is located in
order to be effective against third parties. In addition,
the act of donation must specifically declare that the
thing donated was been accepted by the donee. The
Louisiana Supreme Court has held that a donation of
property must be accepted by the donee in order for

a valid donation to be confected between the parties.
Finally, the donation of real estate may change
the legal status of the property. For example, a husband and wife may donate immoveable property to
their married adult child. The property may have been
the community property of the donors, however, it will
become the separate property of their adult child. This
fact can become significant in the donee’s estate planning or in any subsequent divorce proceedings. If the
married adult child dies without a will, the donated
property would pass first to his children as his separate
property. Likewise, in the event of divorce, the donated
property would not become part of the community between the spouses and thus would not be part of any
community property settlement. The community, however, may have a claim for reimbursement for any community funds that were used to improve or maintain
the separate property.
Clearly, the selfless act of giving is a fine and noble event. Nevertheless, when valuable property rights
are concerned, one should always contact an attorney
to make sure that all legal requirements have been
met. You worked hard to acquire and maintain your
property. When it is time to pass it on, either during
your life or upon your death, you will want to make sure
that your wishes are followed and the desired result
is achieved. Competent legal counsel can provide you
with this peace of mind.
Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana State
Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney for over
35 years. His office is located at 3925 N. I-10 Service Road,
Suite 230, in Metairie. Estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and corporate, franchise and
real estate law are his primary areas of practice. Watts is
also the owner and manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be
reached at 836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com

Health
Physical therapy: Our profession
By Craig Goodwin
Physical therapists are the “healers”
of the medical community. We spend our
days using the most
advanced techniques to help rehabilitate our patients
in the recovery of injury or disease to a goal of returning them to their highest level of normal function in
their daily lives. The techniques of rehabilitation that
we use range from inhibition of pain and dysfunctional
movement to the goal of improving strength, flexibility,
cardio endurance, and balance, in the effort of normalizing function for an improved quality of life.
The first and foremost tool of our occupation is
manual therapy in which we use our hands to help decrease soft tissue injury and restore normal movement.
We also utilize heat, water, electrical stimulation, dry
needling, IASTM (tools used to help remodel scar and
injured tissue into the regeneration of normal functioning tissue) and exercise.

One of our main goals as physical therapists
is the education and prevention of injury within our
community. Physical therapists around the country
dedicate themselves every day to patient education at
their facilities, within schools and community centers,
seminars, and public health fairs that help not only
to detect, but teach people how to prevent injury and
health problems in the future.
Physical therapists are part of a united profession that work closely with a patient’s physician or
team of physicians to help produce the greatest outcome in their rehabilitation.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at
3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other
locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical School Department of
Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987.
The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@
gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Real Estate
Top five landscaping tips to increase property value
By Linda R. Martin
Landscaping is one of the most important ways to increase your property’s value
quickly. In fact, a gorgeous landscape design
can increase the value of your home by at
least five to 11 percent. The best part about landscaping is that even though
it’s one of the most valuable home improvements you can make, it’s also one
of the easiest. If you’re wondering how to turn your landscape into one of your
home’s most valuable assets, consider the following tips.
Match landscape to your home’s style
Make sure it fits with your home’s style. If you own a Victorian home, a
Japanese garden will be sorely out of place and may even lower your home’s
value rather than add to it. In this instance, you’re much better off with a country or cottage-style landscape that blends in with the old-fashioned formality
of your home.
The same holds true for more modern home styles. If your home is in the
prairie or industrial style, you’ll want to stay away from square, formal gardens
or a profusion of airy blooms. Instead, create a more modern landscape by
relying on plenty of greenery and natural-looking beds that fit the contours
of your property.
Design with a strategy in mind
You’ll need to have a good strategy. That means you shouldn’t clutter the
entire yard with various high-maintenance plantings, but you also shouldn’t
have plain grass with no landscaping. A study by the Virginia Tech Department
of Horticulture found that a good foundation planting along with a couple of
well-designed points of interest can increase your home’s value by up to 42
percent.
By the same token, you should encourage diversity among your plantings
without taking it too far. The ideal landscape has a good mixture of shrubs and
perennials, but it doesn’t have one of every kind of plant that you can find at
the garden center. Instead, it has a uniform look with just enough diversity to
make it interesting, but not so little that it becomes boring.
Achieve seasonal balance

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

885-0399
818-0007

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.

7:33 PM

®

State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be reached at 4436464 or at her Gardner Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in
Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned and operated
company. Visit the company website at www.gardnerrealtors.com.

Things to fix before they get worse
There are many simple preventative maintenance jobs that can easily be
performed by most homeowners that will
prevent problems from occurring down the
road.
Replace washer hoses to avoid a flood. Approximately $170 million in
damages is caused to homes in the U.S. every year because of washing machine hose failures, according to State Farm Insurance. Homeowners need
to inspect their washing machine hoses regularly. Make sure the connections are secure. You should also make sure there are at least four inches
of clearance between the water connection and the back of the washing
machine. This reduces the chances that the hose will kink. Do not leave your
washing machine running while you are not at home.
Reinforced rubber and stainless-steel hoses can break, even the ones
that say “burst-resistant” or “burst-proof.” The hoses typically fail at the
same spot – the coupling. But cracks and leaks at the connection point are
common, too, so check that as well. If your hoses are more than five years
old, replace them with ones made from braided stainless steel. That $20 investment for a two-pack can eliminate thousands of dollars of damage from
hoses that fail.
Clean your refrigerator coils. Coils underneath or behind a refrigerator attract dust, debris and dog hair. Besides being unsightly, dirty coils can
restrict airflow and make the fridge work harder, which could shorten its
life span and reduce its efficiency. If coils get dirty enough to block the air
exchange or reduce air exchange, then cleaning them will help improve the
energy consumption and cooling capacity.
Use a refrigerator coil brush ($10 at home centers) to wipe the coils
clean. If you have a newer fridge, you may be off the hook. Some new models
have the coils encased, so cleaning isn’t necessary. For other models, clean
the coils twice a year.
Clean out the lint in the dryer. The U.S. Fire Administration estimates

15

A profusion of spring blooms won’t interest potential buyers who look
at your home during other parts of the year. Think about ways to make your
SMALL JOBS
landscape attractive all year – blooming bulbs for spring, annual beds around
the house during the summer, shrubs with brightly colored leaves in the fall
Repairs • Drain Cleaning
and evergreens for the winter. Even though most buyers will be looking at your
home during one season, they’ll notice the balance you’ve created and they’ll
Hot Water Heaters
think about how beautiful the home will be as the seasons change.
•
Plant trees
Residential Repairs
A few simple trees can make an enormous difference in influencing the
Servicing Metairie & Kenner
sales price of your home. In one study simply living on a tree-lined street added
between 10 and 15 percent to the sales price compared to neighborhoods with
fewer trees. So why are trees worth so much? Trees remove carbon dioxide
and pollution from the air, so people view them as an eco-friendly option. The
Sammy Sabella
Owner/Operated
shade helps keep neighborhoods and homes cooler and more pleasant, which
Licensed Master Plumber
Over 25 Years
in turn cuts air conditioning costs. Trees are also a stress-reliever-people enjoy
relaxing in their shade or gazing at the leafy view.
0213-SabellasPlumbing.indd 1
1/25/13
Edge your lawn
Few things look nicer than a healthy, vibrant, carefully maintained lawn
– except for a lawn that is all of those things and neatly edged. The confined
look of an edged lawn gives it an easy-to-maintain look.
Edging along driveways, sidewalks and garden beds also shows prospective buyers how meticulous you have been concerning the property’s upkeep.
They’ll know that if you’re willing to keep the edges of your yard looking nice,
the rest of the property is likely in pristine condition, too.
Marie Clesi, Agent
See why State Farm insures more
Of all improvements to boost home value, landscape is one that will get
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
Kenner, LA 70062
you the largest return on your investment. Just make sure that you design your
combined. Great service, plus
Bus: 504-469-1421
landscape with a plan, and don’t let that design become so complex that the
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
mere thought of all the maintenance chases away your buyers.

Home

By Dan Dormady
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*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Steven A. Watts
Attorney at Law
35 years
experience

that clothes dryer fires occur about 15,600 times each year. The leading
cause of these fires is lint in the trap, the vent and the area around the dryer
as lint is highly combustible. If your clothes take a long time to dry or the
dryer is hot to the touch, your dryer vent may be obstructed.
While cleaning out the lint trap inside the dryer after each use is easy,
cleaning out the vent itself is a multistep operation. Here’s a quick step-bystep description. Unplug the dryer and pull the dryer away from the wall.
Uncouple its connector to the wall. Replace the connector if you find it’s
Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
a flexible plastic vent as these are designed for venting bathroom fans, not
Successions, Business Transactions
dryers. Replace the connector if it’s dented, cut or severely kinked. Use the
Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law
vent-cleaning rods or brush by hand to make an initial pass to clean out the
dryer vent. Push and pull the rod/brush combo and work the vent clean.
3925 N. I-10 Service Road • Suite 230 • Metairie
Then, attach a cordless drill and spin clean the vent. Go outside, remove the
836-0811
exhaust grille and repeat the procedure from the outside. If the entire dryer
vent run is more than a few feet long, you can actually use an electric leaf
blower to blow the vent clean. Set its nozzle into the dryer-vent opening inWatts_0215.indd 1
1/24/15 8:43 PM
the wall on the inside of the house and blow the vent clear (inside to outside)
while brushing the vent clean.
How about carpet pulls? This one’s easy, but surprisingly important.
Strands of loop carpet that stick up higher than the rest of the floor need to
be cut down to size. Otherwise, you can catch one with your vacuum cleaner
or have a curious kid pull on it, which will cause it to unravel and leave a run
across the floor. Never pull a snag, advises Mohawk Industries, a floor-covering manufacturer, as you’ll lose the whole line. Fixes don’t get any easier than
this. Just cut any strands that are sticking up with scissors until they are level
with the surrounding carpet. Problem solved!

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed
home inspector and the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and
commercial building inspection services. Dormady can be reached at 4566999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.
net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120
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A Christmas plan
By Guy Williams
Christmas is almost here. I started
to think about what this means when I
overheard a distressing statement, “I just
want to get through the holidays.”
It made me realize that for many
people Christmas can be a very stressful time, both financially and emotionally.
I would like to suggest a way plan to reduce your holiday stress and
increase your holiday joy.
The Christmas plan begins with a family meeting. Begin by talking
about the reason that we celebrate Christmas. Then, Ssuggest that the
family look for some projects that can be done together. A few Eexamples are:, visiting relatives, performing house projects for elderly neighbors, or collecting ons for the “Ddoll and Ttoy Ffund.”
If you want to be a little more ambitious, ask your community or
religious organization church priest or pastor for some names of people
who need help with paying for utilities or groceries. You may also want to
Cconsider reducing the amount that you spend on yourselves so that you
can spend more helping others. A few additional ideas areto help others
would include giving gift cards for to local teachers, decorating help for
older neighbors and random acts of kindness.
In your community, you can Ssuggest some joint projects like making and distributing cookies to your neighbors, going caroling in Jackson
Sthe square, and watching the bonfires on the levee.
The common element in this plan is that it doesn’t involve stress-

Banking
ing out over buying presents for each other. One thoughtful gift is usually
better received than a pile of this year’s greatest TV hits. In my extended
family, we quit exchanging gifts several years ago. It has made the holiday season a lot more funenjoyable. We look forward to visiting each
other, not buying and receiving.
One of my favorite alternate gifts is an animal gift from Heifer International. The gift money is used to buy an animal to help a struggling
family overseas. It could be a rabbit in Guinea, a duck in Sierra Leone, or
a guinea pig in Tanzania. You get a picture of the animal and the name of
the country where it will be given. You also get the satisfaction of knowing that your gift will make a difference for a family.

The result of the this Christmas plan is that you will be focusing on
others during the Christmas season. You will also spend time doing something worthwhile with your family. An additional benefit of this plan is
that you avoid the chaos of the shopping malls while making a difference
in your community.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast
Bank and Trust Company. Their Kenner branch office is located at
3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president and branch
manager can be contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar, vice president
and commercial lender, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast
Bank and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Health
What is the rotator cuff?
By Russell R. Russo, M.D.
The rotator cuff is the name given
to four small muscles on the front, top
and back of the shoulder that function to
lift the upper arm and “rotate” it. These
four muscles coalesce to form a “cuff” of
tendons on the upper arm. These muscles are responsible for such movements as lifting overhead, reaching in the backseat of a car and putting
on a belt or bra. Have you had any pain in your shoulder doing some of
those activities?
Rotator cuff injuries can happen acutely or develop over time. A fall
onto the shoulder or lifting a heavy object can cause a sharp pain on the
side of the shoulder. Some individuals will even feel or hear a pop. This
type of acute injury can lead to a full tear of the rotator cuff, which should
be dealt with swiftly.
However, most rotator cuff injuries develop over time and are chronic injuries. As we age, the rotator cuff can become degenerative like a
frayed rope. These chronic rotator cuff problems can be dealt with in a
multitude of ways.
The first step is making the correct diagnosis. Along with a full physical examination of the shoulder, the orthopedic surgeon will take an Xray of the shoulder to rule out arthritis, a condition affecting the cartilage
of the shoulder rather than the muscles and tendons. If the symptoms
are progressed, an MRI of the shoulder may also be used to diagnose the
degree of the rotator cuff tear and to identify any other conditions affecting the shoulder.
Even with the diagnosis of a rotator cuff tear, the first line of treatment will be a combination of anti-inflammatory medication and the
initiation of directed physical therapy. An injection of a steroid or other
non-steroidal anti-inflammatory can be given into the area of the rotator
cuff or one can opt for oral medications instead.

Along with medications, physical therapists will help strengthen the
larger muscles around the rotator cuff to help strengthen the shoulder.
Although this may not “heal” the rotator cuff tear, it will reduce the inflammation and pain about the shoulder and provide an increase in the
function of the shoulder. Different therapy modalities such as dry needling, which is similar to acupuncture, or ultrasound can be used during
therapy to help relieve pain and inflammation as well.
When injections and physical therapy fail to provide lasting relief,
the next step is a surgical discussion. If an MRI confirms the suspected
diagnosis of a rotator cuff tear, an arthroscopic (scope) surgery will be
offered. This surgery involves making a few small holes in the skin for
instrumentation of the shoulder.
One newer surgical technique is the addition of concentrated mesenchymal stem cells. By making a small hole in the area of the rotator
cuff, bone marrow can be removed and then the marrow is isolated to a
small concentrated solution of stem cells which is injected onto the site
of repair to aid in healing. Large studies have yet to determine the effectiveness of this adjunctive treatment as it is an emerging science.
Like each patient, each rotator cuff injury is different. Knowing
more about your options will help you have a better discussion with your
orthopedic surgeon. Shoulder pain, in particular rotator cuff injuries, can
be a complicated topic. Make an appointment with an orthopedic surgeon to hear more about the latest advancements in non-operative and
operative care.
Russell R. Russo, M.D. is a fellowship-trained sports medicine orthopedic surgeon. Visit Dr. Russo’s professional website, www.drrussellrusso.com, for his weekly sports medicine blog. The Orthopedic Center
for Sports Medicine is a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete
musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in shoulder and knee injuries. Offices are located in Kenner, Metairie and Lakeview. For additional
information call 467-5900 or visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Entertainment

December free live entertainment at Treasure Chest Casino
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the
casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure Chest Casino is located in
Laketown at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open
24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 a.m.
Sunday through Thursday. The casino’s phone number is 443-8000.

Muhleisen_0813.indd 1

7/26/13 11:00 PM

Visit the casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for more
information.
Below is a list of entertainment with schedule and times subject
to change.

Wed., Dec. 2
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Esplande

Sun., Dec. 6
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sat., Dec. 12
Closed for Private
Event

Fri., Dec. 18
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
90 Degrees West

Thurs., Dec. 3
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Wed., Dec. 9
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sun., Dec. 13
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sat., Dec. 19
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Unbroken Skies

Fri., Dec. 4
Closed for Private
Event

Thurs., Dec. 10
Closed for Private
Event

Wed., Dec. 16
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sun., Dec. 20
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sat., Dec. 5
9:00 pm-1:00 am
Limited Edition

Fri., Dec. 11
Closed for Private
Event

Thurs., Dec. 17
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Seabrook

Wed., Dec. 23
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Dec. 24
Closed
Fri., Dec. 25
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Rick Mocklin
Sat., Dec. 26
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Slije Cryers District
Sun., Dec. 27
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., Dec. 30
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire
Thurs., Dec. 31
New Year’s Eve
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
Flipside
11:00 p.m.-3:00 a.m.
Off the Hook
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Add life to your vehicle with preventive maintenance
By Scott Zimmerman
The most important thing you can do for
your vehicle is to have
regular maintenance
performed by a professional automotive repair facility.
When coming in for an oil change, most professional shops will have a technician who inspect the vehicle
to notice anything out of the ordinary and determine if
brake service is due, if shocks or other suspension components need to be replaced and can diagnose the issue
if a check engine light is on.
Professional automotive repair shops offer competitive pricing on oil changes and other fluid flushes
required by all manufacturers at certain mileage intervals. It is best to have work performed by an ASE-certified
technician who is highly qualified to maintain your vehicle, regardless of the make or year model.
The most basic preventive maintenance procedure is checking and changing your engine oil. This
will tell what condition your engine is in or let you
know that an oil change is in order. If the engine oil

is low and it’s not time for an oil change it should be
topped off. You should bring your vehicle to your local
automotive repair shop if you suspect an oil leak or oil
consumption issue.
Good engine oil should be the color of honey or apple juice – a nice, golden color and smooth to the touch.
If you check your engine oil and it is dark brown or black,
it will need to be changed. Oil is designed to hold dirt
and moisture in suspension while lubricating the moving
parts inside the engine, so when the engine oil is dirty, it
is time to be changed.
Automobile manufacturers have a service schedule that should be followed as closely as possible to
get the optimum performance, longevity and reliability from your vehicle. The fluids should all be checked,
even between oil changes, to ensure that all they
are full and clean. Regular flushes of power steering
fluid, transmission fluid, brake fluid and engine coolant should be done every 50,000 to 60,000 miles or two
years, based or manufacturer’s recommendations. At
least once a year you should have the throttle body
cleaned to prevent hard stats in winter and increase

Entertainment
A Treasure Chest “Night Before
Christmas”
By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager
Christmas time
is here! It is always a
great time of the year as we celebrate with our family
and friends. One of my favorite Christmas classics is “The
Night Before Christmas.” In honor of such a great story, I
asked a local elf to pen this holiday classic with a Treasure Chest twist announcing all the wonderful things
planned for our B Connected members. I hope you enjoy.
‘Twas the month before Christmas, that grand time
when we know…
The winnings are stirring at Treasure Chest Casino.
The guests were all dining at the huge buffet spread
While visions of jackpots all danced in their heads.
When out on the lake, there arose such commotion
As Treasure Chest announced their yuletide promotions!
“On Friday TV ‘Hot Seats!’ On Christmas buffet!
On $100,000 ‘Progressive Payday!’”
Each Friday evening except Christmas in December
14 slot players who wisely remember
To insert their B Connected card in their machine,
Will win a TV with a 32-inch screen!
“What time,” you ask. “Is this ‘Hot Seats’ heaven?”
It takes place in the evening, from 8:00 to 11:00.
“And what about food,” you hungrily say.
Just check out Treasure Chest’s Christmas Buffet.
Enjoy a champagne brunch from 11:00 to 3:00
Then, 4:00 to 9:00 fill up on food from the sea!

And let’s not forget the event of the year
“Progressive Payday’s” max prize is finally here!
One B Connected member on December 12th
Is guaranteed to leave as one lucky elf!
20 winners will be drawn from 7:00 to 10:00
To win $250 slot dollars, and then win again
When all of the winners each pick envelopes
Containing amounts as well as their hopes
That they’ll be the one to jump up and holler
“I just won $100,000 slot dollars!”
It’s all at Treasure Chest! How much fun can you take?
Happy Holidays to all! And we’ll see you on the lake!
As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must be
21 or older to enter the casino and become a B Connected member. Membership is free and rules and
restrictions apply.

mileage throughout the year.
Maintaining your vehicle can help stretch your dollar and avoid unforeseen repairs. A professional service
shop can help you schedule maintenance and take care
of your repair needs. Keep up with your regular maintenance and add life to your automobile.

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire
and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated
full-service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200
Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30
a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday and 8:00
a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Scotty’s website is
www.scottystireandauto.com.

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert closing assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

Randy Lovitt
3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

Century Title_0515.indd 1
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Hail Damage?

Mike Garms is the general manager of Treasure
Chest Casino which is located at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain in Laketown.
For more information, visit www.treasurechestcasino.
com or call 443-8000.

BBB

Since 1965
Locally Owned
& Operated
Licensed & Insured

CONSTRUCTION CO FREE ESTIMATES
2158 Kenner Ave — Kenner, LA

504-467-6998

Triple BBB Construction_1015.indd 1
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Aliens a dehumanizing term to immigrants
By Rafael E. Saddy
As we close 2014
we look forward for
lawmakers to change
the word “alien” when
making reference to immigrants. In the landmark bill
of 1952 lawmakers meant no harm when they codified
the term “alien” that remains the basis of America’s
immigration system. Since then “alien” has found
its way into many parts of the statute – foreigners
granted temporary work permits are “non-permanent
resident aliens,” those who get green cards by making
investments in American businesses are “alien entrepreneurs,” legal residents are “legal aliens,” Nobel laureates and pop stars who want to make America home
can apply to become “aliens of extraordinary ability.”
Over the years, the label has struck newcomers
as a quirky aspect of moving to America. Many, understandably, have also come to regard it as a loaded, disparaging word, used by those who regard immigrants
as less-than-human burdens rather than as assets.
Recognizing how dehumanizing the term is to immigrants, California Governor Jerry Brown recently took
commendable steps to phase the word out by signing
into law a bill that deletes the term from the state’s
labor code. The California Republican Party adopted
a new platform that does not include the term “illegal
alien.” Several news organizations have adopted policies discouraging its use in reporting about immigrants.
According to the Pew Research Center in 2013, the use
of the term in newspaper articles dropped sharply between 2007 and 2013. The United States Citizenship

and Immigration Services, the federal agency that administers immigration benefits, has removed the word
from some documents, including green cards.
According to Muzaffar Chishti, the director of
the Migration Policy Institute at New York University
School of Law, “the use of alien is more demonizing
than immigrant.” This may seem trivial as we go thru
the process of immigration reform, but matter greatly
in policy and debates.
States that use the word alien in their laws
should consider following California’s lead. The federal government should scrub it from official documents where possible. In the end, though, it will be up
to Congress to recognize that there is no compelling
reason to keep a what some determine a hostile term
in the law that sets out how immigrants are welcomed
into the country.
Christmas traditions
Christmas is one of the most popular Hispanic
traditions. And there are many wonderful customs and
practices associated with it. Some of the most popular
traditions are listed below.
Las Posadas and las Pastorelas – Posadas are
re-enactments of the time when Mary and Joseph
were looking for a place to stay before Jesus was born.
Las Pastorelas are plays that retell the story of Christmas. These two Hispanic traditions are particularly
popular in Mexico.
La Cena de Nochebuena (Christmas Eve’s family dinner. La Misa de Gallo (Midnight Mass) – This
special mass is celebrated at the stroke of midnight

Danielle KornDorffer
RealtoR®®

Cell: 504-250-1610
Office: 504-468-7979
Fax: 504-883-5272

daniellekorndorffer@realtyexecutives.com
www.realtyexecutives.com

Se la

3525 Hessmer Avenue • Suite 301 • Metairie, LA 70002

and it commemorates the birth of Jesus Christ.
La quema de pólvora y luces de navidad (fireworks and sparklers) – Fireworks of every kind are
very popular during this time of year.
Los farolitos y luminarias (festive lanterns) –
Many communities celebrate the Day of the Immaculate Conception by lighting candles and lanterns. In
some countries this special celebration takes place on
December 7. It is also known as El Día de las Luces
(Day of the Lights).
Los villancicos de Navidad (Christmas carols) – Different countries have special folk songs to
celebrate Christmas. In Puerto Rico such Christmas
songs are called “aguinaldos.”
La carta al Niño Dios (Christmas letter to Baby
Jesus) – Latino children write letters to el niño instead of Santa Claus, even though Santa Claus is growing more and more popular with each generation.
El Nacimiento (The Nativity Scene) – The nativity scene plays a prominent role during Christmas. It is
usually placed below the Christmas tree and it can get
quite elaborate.
Los Reyes Magos (The Three Kings) – Even
though the day of the Three Kings falls in January, they

Yenni transition team
from page 1

Administrative Assistant from 1995 to 1998 and has
over 30 years of government experience. DiMarco,
a graduate of the University of New Orleans with a
Bachelor of Science in accounting and a Master of
Business Administration from Loyola University, has
served as registrar since 1998 and is a certified public
accountant.
Breen, 70, served as Jefferson Parish Chief Administrative Assistant from 1986 until 1987. A former
deputy assessor to Lawrence Chehardy, he has served
as assistant commander of the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office Intelligence Division and has also led the
JPSO’s Organized Crime and Public Integrity Section.
Conley, 52, served as Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz’
City Attorney and was re-appointed by Yenni in 2010.
During his time as city attorney, Conley also held the
position of interim director of inspections and code
enforcement. Conley also served on the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office, where he held several positions
and retired as a sergeant in the vice squad. Conley,
elected Kenner Councilman-at-large in 2014, received
his bachelor’s degree in criminal justice and Juris

are important players during Christmas celebrations.
Decorar con Pascuas (decorate with poinsettia flowers) – Natural and artificial poinsettias add
the Christmas touch (toque navideño) to homes
and offices.
Community
Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) has Hispanic TV programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at
8:00 p.m. For more information and program schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner
TV logo.
I leave you with this thought. “He who has
not Christmas in his heart will never find it under
a tree.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for the Latin American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the governing
board of directors of Ochsner Medical CenterKenner. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net.
Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284,
Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Doctorate from Loyola School of Law.
Burnell, 66, is a former Kenner Chief Administrative Officer and brings 20 years of experience in
project management and over 14 years of government
management experience to the transition team. Burnell, a certified risk manager for public entities and
the owner/operator of Strategic Planning Associates,
LLC, has served on many boards and committees and
holds a Bachelor of Science degree from Loyola University.
Cox, 43, a former assistant U.S. attorney, was
also the former chief operating officer for current
Jefferson Parish President John Young. As COO, Cox
oversaw 2,900 employees and a $650 million budget.
Cox is presently a lawyer, accountant and prosecutor
for Jefferson Parish District Attorney Paul Connick.
Cox earned his accounting degree from Louisiana
State University and his Juris Doctorate from Tulane
Law School.
Said Yenni, “The team’s assignment is clear.
They are going to interview each department head
to learn the needs of the department and determine
how the department best meets the needs of the people of Jefferson Parish.”

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Clesi
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“RENT A CASTLE”
Birthday parties, Holiday parties, Office parties,
Family reunions, Business off-site meetings.
501 Williams. Blvd. Rivertown H Castle501.com H 287-4707

from page 13

earned from successful stock. Once you’ve offset
your capital gains, you, as an individual, can generally use any excess losses to reduce ordinary income up to an annual limit of $3,000.
Focus on long-term capital gains
“A short-term capital gain is a stock or mutual
fund you’ve bought and sold in less than one year,”
says Kiely. Long-term capital gains are taxed at
fixed interest rates. Short-term capital gains are
taxed at your ordinary income tax rate. Use the
time now to evaluate your financial portfolio and
shift more funds to investments that offer longerterm tax savings.
Fund an education savings account
Many states allow residents to deduct contributions made to an education savings account.
And with some types of accounts, the money can
be withdrawn tax-free. The stipulation is the cash

must cover educational expenses.
These are just five ways to help reduce your
tax liability – visit a financial planner for many
more. Please consult a tax, legal or investment advisor in regards to your personal situation.
Before investing, consider the funds’ investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses. Investing involves risk, including potential for loss.
A 10 percent tax penalty may apply for withdrawals from tax-qualified products before age
59½.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a
select State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home,
renters, life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans
Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted
at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com.
Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.
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from page 1

Hotard, will show you why. Regular admission is $15.
The “Jo-Jo-Jodi Comedy Hour” is Saturday, December 5 when Borrello will perform her stand-up
comedy for an hour. “A range of comedians and performers will take the stage to give the funny to you
during this season. We will have skits, songs, games
and door prizes – all in the ‘Ho-Ho-Holarious Spirits,’”
said Duet. Jodi, Becky and more comedians to be announced will perform their comedy.”
On Saturday, December 12, the Castle will offer
“Christmas and All That Jazz,” featuring holiday songs
and jazz with singer Ingrid Luccia and her band. “Ingrid will steal hearts performing treasured holiday
songs with Ingrid’s dash of pizazz,” said Duet. “It’s a
great way to enjoy the season.” Tickets are $15.

Yenni achievements
from page 1

DEQ as Kenner’s enemy. But I wanted to be DEQ’s
best friend. I welcomed them and told them I wanted the same thing they were seeking – a world-class
sewerage system that worked 365 days a year.”
In response, DEQ helped Kenner get a series
of low-interest loans for sewerage improvements
and a bond issue to help fund sewerage improvements. And, the Kenner City Council agreed with
then-Mayor Yenni that the city needed to make
sewerage improvements priority one.
“The work is now underway,” says Yenni. “In
all, we’ve invested $85 million in sewerage im-

Kenner 2030 projects
from page 1

Kenner Public Works Director Jose Gonzalez. The
total cost for the program is $39 million, with federal
matching funds accounting for about $14,500,000 of
that total. Kenner is paying for the rest with the proceeds of a refinanced bond issue that was approved by
the Kenner City Council.
The idea behind the Erlanger Road project is to
build a bike path that will connect to the lakefront
bike path and to add lighting, landscaping, public art

Trahan
from page 12

coach football and win consistently at Tulane. Yulman
Stadium certainly is not the panacea. A true commitment has not been made to win on a consistent basis.
The influence of the New Orleans Saints on Tulane’s football program is evident. Tom Benson gave significant money to the building of Yulman Stadium. Barbara Burke, who is the second in command to Dickson,
came from Sean Payton’s school, Eastern Michigan.
She is a finalist for Dickson’s job now. Johnson was
the candidate the Saints encouraged Tulane to hire and
the Saints have allowed Johnson to use their indoor practice facility frequently, since Tulane does not have one.
Arnold Fielkow, who coveted the athletic director
position, did not even make it to the list of finalists, despite his outstanding blueprint for success, knowledge of
the city and business community and his ability to raise
money. Some believe that was due to the Saints’ disdain
for Fielkow, whom they parted ways with on bad terms in
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.
Miles survived because he deserved to survive.
Johnson did not because he did not exhibit any solid

On December 31 the Castle Theatre will host
a New Year’s Eve bash. “Come experience the new
year with great people, great food and amazing talent,” said Duet. “Jodi Borrello will be performing
comedy along with special guests, Becky Allen and
Jim Walpole, singing and jiving,” It will be a night on
the piano with a little scat, a little funny and a Kenner good time specially influenced with New Year’s
Eve beverages and Louisiana hors d’oeuvres,” said
Duet. “At midnight we will toast with complimentary
champagne, sparklers and ‘Auld Lang Syne.’” Early
bird tickets are $30 and regular admission is $40.
Tickets are on sale now.
All Castle Theatre’s shows this December begin at 8:00 p.m. with doors opening at 7:00 p.m. Free
parking is available across the street on Williams
Boulevard. “We promise people that we will have
them out of here by 10:00 p.m.,” said Jessie Somme’,

Castle Theatre box office manager.
The 90-seat Castle Theatre offers a full service
top shelf cash bar and is located at 501 Williams Bou-

levard in Kenner’s Rivertown. For information visit
the Castle Theatre website at www.castle501.com or
call 287-4807.

provements and DEQ points to us as the poster
child for turning an antiquated sewerage system
into a modern one. It isn’t perfect yet but it soon
will be.”
Yenni’s second favorite achievement was saving $8.5 million by trimming 135 city jobs when he
was first elected and had to attack Kenner’s fiscal
crisis. “We cut the jobs but we were still able to
deliver excellent services to Kenner’s residents,”
he says.
Other achievements on his list of favorites
include supporting the construction of a new $650
million terminal at Louis Armstrong International
Airport, getting the development of the Laketown
project on the shores of Lake Pontchartrain un-

derway, the 2030 Plan that is improving Kenner’s
corridors and helping to bring Kenner Discovery
Health Sciences Academy to the city.
“Realtors tell me that their business was
picking up in the last year,” says Yenni. “All of us,
working together have transformed Kenner from
an aging suburb to a hot city. I’m so proud to have
been a part of it.”
Yenni says that he and his wife, Michelle,
have been surprised by the number of people
who have told them goodbye, as though they were
moving to Alaska. “I’m just moving my office from
Kenner’s City Hall to the Yenni Building,” says the
mayor. “I’ll still be around. Michelle and I love
Kenner and the people who make it so great. Be-

ing mayor of Kenner has been a wonderful honor
for me.”
Yenni was first elected as Kenner mayor in
2010 and was re-elected in 2014 to a second fouryear term which started July 1, 2014. According
to the city’s charter, whomever is elected by the
Kenner City Council as the president of the council at the end of December 2015 will become the
city’s interim mayor when Yenni resigns as mayor.
An election for a Kenner mayor to fulfill Yenni’s
remaining term, which ends June 30, 2018, will be
held along with the nation’s presidential primary
on Tuesday, November 8, 2016.

and other features to make the area attractive both
for bikers and pedestrians, officials have said.
Work on the project, which includes $96,000 under a federal recreational trails program, is expected
to begin in December 2015 and the job should take
about nine months to complete, notwithstanding
weather or other complications, Gonzalez said.
Next up on the 2030 list is the $1.5 million project to build a new U-turn and make other improvements at the intersection on the west side of Williams
Boulevard, at the intersection with Vintage Drive,
Gonzalez said.

reason for Tulane to continue down the same road. As
for Payton, as the Saints season trends downward, will
his star remain bright to others or will he serve out his
contract here, likely his last?
Whatever happens in the very near future will have
a direct impact on the future of all three entities. Here is
hoping that sound minds make smart, rational decisions
which will lead to stability and restoring the enthusiasm
to the fan bases of all three, which has clearly waned
over the course of 2015.
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO
990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and general manager
of www.SportsNola.com and hosts “Sportsnola TV” on
Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. on WHNO, TV 20. Trahan
is the general manager and chairman of the board of
the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz
Superdome, runs the Life Resources Sports Ministry
and hosts All Access SportsTalk on WGSO, 990 AM and
WGSO.com on Monday, Thursday and Friday at 6:05
p.m. as well as “The Three Tailgaters Show” on Saturday morning from 10:05 a.m. to noon with Ed Daniels
and Rick Gaille.
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