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December opening is planned for Kenner’s new
improved food bank
By Allan Katz
Kenner’s long awaited new, improved spacious
and well-equipped food bank is expected to be formally dedicated and opened in early December.
“This is a wonderful present for the Christmas
season,” said Arleeta Terrell, Kenner’s Community
Development Director. She said workmen are now
installing phone and computer lines in the 2,200
square foot facility located at 317 Oxley Street at the
intersection of Lloyd Price Avenue in south Kenner.
Since 2006, the Kenner Food Bank has operated from an antiquated fire station at 315 Worth
Street, also in south Kenner. Despite the many limitations of the facility, the Kenner Food Bank has an-

Christmas Village
in Rivertown opens
with snow falling
each night

On Saturday, November 28, 2015, Santa
Claus will be coming to town…the town of
Kenner that is! At 5:30 p.m. Kenner Mayor
Michael S. Yenni will greet Santa and switch
on the lights to the Christmas Village in Rivertown while falling snow creates a winter
wonderland. Christmas music will fill the air.
Food and drinks will be available for purchase
from non-profit groups and live performances
will entertain visitors every night the village
is open.
Kenner’s Christmas Village, with snow
falling nightly, will be open every Friday, Saturday and Sunday from November 28 through
December 20 from 5:30 until 8:30 p.m. and
Santa will be available for pictures every day
the Christmas Village is open. Admission and
parking are free.
At 7:00 p.m., on Friday nights, December
4, 11 and 18, the Kenner Planetarium and
MegaDome Cinema, located at 2020 Fourth
Street in Rivertown, will feature a special
holiday-themed musical light show, “Laser
Holidays.” Tickets are discounted to $2 per
person per show and may be purchased at the
planetarium box office. For more information
call 468-7231.

nually provided meals for more than 30,000 persons
each year. Terrell said one year, when the national
recession was at its height, the Kenner Food Bank
provided meals for 39,000 individuals.
“Our new facility will have eight walk-in freezers and refrigerators,” said Terrell. “For the first time,
we’ll be able to refrigerate dairy products, including
eggs, milk and butter.”
In addition, local Kenner businesses will be
providing outside freezers for long-term storage. One
of the major providers for the food bank is Wal-Mart
which has opened its Robert, Louisiana warehouse
to the food bank. A local trucking company transports the Wal-Mart food items from Robert to Kenner.
“We are so fortunate to have the support of the

entire community in Kenner,” said Terrell. “Not only
does the business community help us but many Kenner families bring financial contributions to the food
bank as well as non-perishable food items. I think
there is a Kenner spirit that says we will not allow
any child, elderly or needy person to go hungry, and

Kenner Mayor Yenni wins, to become next
Jefferson Parish President
On October 24, 2015, Kenner Mayor Michael
S. Yenni won the election to replace incumbent
John Young, who did not run for re-election. Young
ran for lieutenant governor of Louisiana in the
same election but lost the race.
“I am so grateful to the citizens of Kenner for
the opportunity to serve as their mayor and I look
forward to continuing that service through a new
opportunity to serve all of Jefferson Parish. Better
days full of new ideas are ahead for all of us as we
move this region forward together. I want to thank
the voters for their support and I promise I will
not let you down,” said Jefferson Parish Presidentelect Michael S. Yenni.
Of the 87,724 votes cast, Yenni garnered
45,823 votes for 52 percent of the vote and Elton
Lagasse received 32,593 votes for 37 percent. Of
the other votes cast, challengers “Al” Morella received 3,823, Robin Daldegan Christiana received

OTHER JEFFERSON PARISH
ELECTION RESULTS
on page 22

Jefferson Parish President-elect
Michael S. Yenni
2,979 and Vincent Joseph De Salvo, Jr. received
2,491. There was a voter turnout of 33.5 percent.

What happens next?
Parish president-elect Michael S. Yenni will
have to first resign as Kenner mayor at some point
page 21

STATE ELECTION RESULTS
on page 23

General Honore’ to speak at
Veteran’s Day celebration
Retired Lt. General Russel L. Honore’ of
the U.S. Army, best known as the commander of
the Joint Task Force-Katrina, will be the keynote
speaker at Kenner’s Veteran’s Day celebration on
November 5, 2015.
The ceremony, which also features the U.S.
Marine Corps Band, will begin at 10:00 a.m. in Veterans Park, located behind the Kenner City Hall
complex at 1801 Williams Boulevard.

Honore’, also
known as the “Category 5 General,” is
a native of Lakeland, La., and enjoyed a 37-year career in the military. His job as commander of the joint task force
was to lead the response by the U.S. Department
of Defense to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana. However, he held
page 22

especially not at Thanksgiving or during the Christmas holidays.”
Terrell says this year, the Kenner Food Bank is
helping some 740 families a month, or about 2,600
individuals. “The recession isn’t as bad as it was,
page 22

Funding now in
place to complete
Lake Trail drainage
project, to end 20
years of flooding
The necessary funding is now in place to
seek bidders for the second phase of a Lake Trail
drainage improvement project, Kenner Mayor
Michael S. Yenni announced on October 1, 2015.
The nearly $970,000 project will address the
occasional street flooding that has been a significant issue for residents in the area. Lake Trail,
one of the first streets developed in northeast
Kenner, is lower than many adjacent streets.
“We made a promise to residents that we
would come up with a solution to this problem,
and the only reason it has taken this long has
been coming up with the 75 percent state funding under the Capital Outlay Program needed for
the work,” Yenni said.
The first phase of the Lake Trail project,
completed about a year ago, focused on drainage
improvements near the Lake Pontchartrain levee.
The second phase will pay for the construction of
a mini-pump station that will be located in the
median of westbound Vintage Drive at Lake Trail,
said Kenner Public Works Director Jose Gonzalez.
Yenni said his administration budgeted sufficient money in this year’s capital project budget
to handle the 25 percent local match required,
confident that the state would come up with the
rest of the money.
Mayor Yenni said that securing the nearly
$1 million needed for the final phase of a drainage project on Lake Trail Drive that’s been badly
needed for decades is a true example of teamwork in action. Mayor Yenni credited two members of Kenner’s legislative delegation – Rep. Julie Stokes and Sen. Danny Martiny - for lobbying
hard and guiding the request through the capital
page 22
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Kenner’s Magical

On Saturday, November 28, 2015, Santa Claus
will be coming to town…the town of Kenner that is!

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni will greet Santa and switch on the lights to the
Christmas Village in Rivertown while falling snow creates a winter wonderland.
Christmas music will fill the air and food and drinks will be available for purchase...
Kenner’s Christmas Village, with snow falling nightly, will be open every Friday, Saturday and
Sunday from November 28 through December 20 from 5:30pm-8:30pm and Santa will be available
for pictures every day the Christmas Village is open. Admission and parking are free.
On Fridays, December 4, 11 and 18, the Kenner Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema,
located at 2020 Fourth Street in Rivertown, will be open for a special musical
laser light show, “Laser Holidays,” at 7:00 p.m. There will be a discounted
admission of $2 per person and tickets may be purchased at the planetarium box office.

Admission & parking are FREE • For more information call 468-7231
Christmas Village_1115.indd 1

10/24/15 8:26 PM

AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

Bird’s
one world one sky: Big
Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 27 minutes Adventure
Presented by:

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Dream to Fly

Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical
dragon flights thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic
carpet rides. Leonardo da Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his fantastic
drawings and through his eyes, we learned to look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your audience’s
hearts and minds to new ideas about flight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient
impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

LASER HOLIDAYS
Saturdays - 1 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes

Children and adults alike will surely find the holiday spirit in this spectacular laser-filled presentation of
seasonal holiday music! Feel the excitement as Frosty, Rudolph and other holiday favorites are brought to life
through a dazzling display of laser lights and music! Selections range from the classics of Nat King Cole to the
modern melodies of Mariah Carey!

Season of Light

Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

• Why do we decorate trees at Christmas? • Why do we kiss under the mistletoe?
• Why do we light the candles of a Menorah? • What did the Wise Men really see in
the East? Find these answers and more! Learn the history behind many of our holiday traditions and explore the sky
at the time of Jesus’ birth in this heartwarming holiday planetarium show!

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY H Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show H Children/Seniors, $5 per show H Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

Kenner_Full Page_1115.indd 1

MegadomeAd_1115.indd 1

CLONSOEVD
. 28

SAT.,

show schedule subject to change

10/22/15 7:16 PM
10/24/15 10:04 PM
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OPEN
2201 Williams Blvd.

287-4492

(NEXT DOOR TO ICE HOUSE, CORNER OF 22ND STREET)

Monday - Saturday • 7 am - 8 pm • Sunday • 8 am - 8 pm

Low Gas Prices
FILL YOUR

Ice Cold
Keg BEER

PROPANE
TANK

We keep your heart

str Ong

!
o
G
To

SOLD BY THE GALLON

Thanksgiving Turkey Frying
20 PACK

We keep your heart
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so you never
miss a beat.

24 pk suitcase

Longneck
Bottles

20.99

17.99

Bud
Bud Lite

Bud Coors Lite Bud Lite Miller Lite

so you never
miss a beat.

Coors Lite
Miller Lite

Sometimes it feels like nothing can slow you down, but
if left untreated, the consequences of heart disease can
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10/24/15 8:54 PM
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deep-fried fritters made with
spiced & floured shredded chicken.

Feijoada
traditional black bean & pork stew made with
salted pork, smoked pork ribs & smoked sausage
served with collard greens, orange slices & rice
sprinkled with tapioca flour (farofa).

Brazilian B
urgers

985.652.3500
start at $5
.75

BRAZILIAN MARKET & CAFE
fast
Brearvked
se
Daily

2424 Williams Blvd., Suite N • 468-3533
M-F 7am to 7:30pm, Sat 7am to 7pm, Sun 8am to 5pm

2/19/15 2:57 PM

www.brazilianmarketcafe.com
2/19/15 2:57 PM

BrazilianMarket&Cafe_0214.indd 1

1/26/14 11:57 AM
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www.chateaucafe.com

Burger Specials

(Chateau Blvd. location only)
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Delivering miracles close to
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BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger
Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger

At Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner, you will have access
to the highest level of care, private delivery rooms and a
personalized birthing experience all conveniently located
close to home. From doctor visits, to birth and even after,
your experience will be comfortable for both you and
your baby.
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Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for To Go Orders!
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Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

ChateauCafe_1113.indd 1
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morial Blvd
Veterans Me

W

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Ochsner Health Center – Kenner
200 West Esplanade, Suite 501
Kenner, LA 70065

W Esplanade
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Kenner

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Laplace
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10/25/13 9:18 PM
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Sweet Potato Pancakes

44

Women's services coming soon to Destrehan!

To schedule an appointment, please call
504.443.9500 or visit ochsner.org/kenner

We’ve got your Thanksgiving morning breakfast covered!
Our sweet potato pancakes, drizzled with Stein’s pure cane
syrup, a dusting of powdered sugar and a generous sprinkling
of foodieforone’s toffee pecans will have your guests satiated
till it’s time for turkey, cranberry jam and oyster dressing!
Trust us!
Ingredients: 1 3/4 cups all-purpose flour; 4 teaspoons baking
powder; 1 teaspoon kosher salt; 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon;
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg; 1/4 teaspoon ground cloves; 1 3/4 cups whole milk;
2 eggs, beaten; 1 medium sweet potato, cooked and mashed with fork; 1 1/4 teaspoon vanilla;
3 tablespoons vegetable oil

¡SOMOS MÉDICOS BILINGÜES! (español –inglés)
Your appointment is just a few clicks away with

ONLINE APPOINTMENT SCHEDULING
for patients through

By foodieforone.com

.

Visit my.ochsner.org.

Combine dry ingredients in a bowl. Combine wet ingredients in a bowl. Mix.
We grilled our hot cakes on a griddle outside on our grill – indoors will work just fine, just heat
griddle to medium, medium high and dredge with butter prior to dropping batter. Drop batter by
tablespoonful, four tablespoons per pancake. Flip when small bubbles appear in top. Allow to cook
until light and fluffy inside. Stack high, a half dozen or more, and adorn with the goodies – Stein’s
pure cane syrup, dusting of powdered sugar and a handful of foodieforone’s toffee pecans!
All you need is a fork and some loved ones to share this gorgeous plate with!
Happy Thanksgiving! We are thankful for so many blessings!
Please see www.foodieforone for toffee pecan how-to – it’s simple!
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with gusto
by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are welcomed and
can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions and step by step
photos visit foodieforone.com.

Primary Care AD_5w-13.125t.indd 1

2/19/15 2:57 PM

Recipe Corner_1115.indd 1

10/24/15 9:28 PM
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from The Editor

Tis a good season for giving
By Allan Katz

The people who
who have to choose every week between filling
live in the city of Ken- their prescriptions or going grocery shopping.
ner have many wonTerrell sees the Kenner spirit in the way that
derful qualities. None
folks contribute to the Kenner Food Bank and to
of these estimable
the several churches that open their doors to proqualities exceed their
vide meals for the hungry. Never, Terrell says, is
generosity toward the less fortunate.
there greater compassion and generosity than in
I agree with Arleeta Terrell, Kenner’s Direc- the holiday season that includes Thanksgiving and
tor of Community Development who calls it “the
Christmas.
Kenner spirit.” For her, the “Kenner spirit” is maniMayor Michael S. Yenni sees it also. He is esfested in the generosity that will not let anyone – pecially moved when he sees Kenner families pull
from child to senior citizen – go hungry. She says
up to the city’s food bank and allow their children
that spirit is found everywhere – from north, to
to bring in the family’s contribution whether it
south, to east and west Kenner. And, Terrell says
be monetary or non-perishable food items. Mayor
it applies to everyone – the sick, the homeless, the
Yenni believes that one of the ways families pass on
unemployed, the single mothers and the elderly “the Kenner spirit” to their offspring, is by involving

them at a young age in the act of giving back to the
community. Yenni says he and his wife Michelle intend to pass on that spirit to their daughter. He believes that when children learn the importance of
giving back and helping the less fortunate, it stays
with them the rest of their lives and they in turn
pass it on to their children and children’s children.
This year, Terrell and her staff are celebrating
the coming of a new, vastly improved Kenner Food
Bank. Located in south Kenner at 317 Oxley Street,
it has all the bells and whistles. Inside, there are a
profusion of walk-in refrigerators and freezers. Outside, there will soon be freezers donated by Kenner
businesses. Wal-Mart has generously opened the
doors of its Robert, Louisiana warehouse to the
Kenner Food Bank. But, as Terrell says, the life

blood of the Kenner Food Bank is the stream of
ordinary Kenner folks pulling up at the door with
checks and cash and non-perishable food items.
Finally, on behalf of all of us at the Kenner
Star, we wish you a wonderful holiday season.
We’re proud to be a part of the Kenner family. Like
you, we have the “Kenner spirit.” We hope that your
holiday is filled with the joys of family and friends.
And, we know that your charitable contributions to
the organizations and institutions that you support
will make the holiday season much better for those
who are less fortunate.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@
bellsouth.net.
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The 2015 race
for governor of Louisiana made history
and not in a good
way. Since Governor
Bobby Jindal faced term limits, the race was wide
open with no incumbent running. In the past
such elections generated plenty of serious candidates with big war chests and lots of voter interest.
Unfortunately, such keen attention was not
present in this election. According to a recent
LSU Public Policy Research Lab poll, only 40
percent of state voters intently followed the race.
Not surprisingly, the turnout in the October 24
primary election almost perfectly matched that
poll result. Despite the high stakes and important positions on the ballot, only 1,113,476 people
voted statewide, an abysmal 38.5 percent of the
electorate.
There are multiple reasons why voters were
so disinterested in this election. In the main attraction, the governor’s race, there were only
four major candidates, and all of them were experienced politicians. The field consisted of a
U.S. Senator, the Lt. Governor, a Public Service
Commissioner and a State Representative. While
these candidates enjoyed name recognition with
voters through their years of public service, none
of them were outsiders. In 2015, a sizable segment of voters in Louisiana and throughout the
nation are not looking to support a typical politician. In fact, these voters are tired of lifelong
politicians and thirsting for nontraditional candidates. As evidence, just look at the GOP presidential race. The two leading candidates, Donald
Trump and Dr. Ben Carson, have never held elective office, yet they are dominating a dozen other
well-known politicians with decades of political
experience. Without an interesting outsider in
the top tier of candidates in the governor’s race,
there was no one to generate a massive amount of
genuine enthusiasm, tapping into the large number of disaffected and disgruntled voters throughout the state.

Louisiana is also suffering from the devastating effects of Jindal syndrome, a psychological
feeling of abandonment caused by a self-promoting, selfish governor, who spent two terms putting
his personal political agenda over the needs of
his constituents. The vast majority of Louisiana
voters feel burned by the Iowa-obsessed Jindal,
who just released his second book and is in the
process of visiting every Iowa County.
If only Jindal gave Louisiana voters half as
much consideration as he is giving the people of
Iowa. Instead of focusing on the real problems
impacting the state, the governor is writing books,
doing interviews on Iowa radio and television stations and trying to make outlandish statements
so he will be noticed by the national cable news
networks. So, it is understandable that Louisiana
voters do not trust any of the candidates running
for governor; they have been abused by our current part-time chief executive.
Another cause of voter apathy is that the
people of Louisiana understand the severity of
our longstanding difficulties and don’t believe
any of these candidates can effectively deal with
these core issues. For decades our state has been
plagued by poor public education, coastal erosion,
high crime, intense poverty, low wages, crumbling
infrastructure and political corruption. In reality,
very little to no progress has been made in recent
years on any of these critical issues.
Finally, voter disengagement always increases as the television airwaves fill with negative commercials. In this race, the vast majority of
such advertisements appeared courtesy of David
Vitter or the political action committee (PAC)
that is supporting him in this race. Vitter and his
PAC spent record amounts of money in his race,
much more than his opponents and much of the
spending focused on negative commercials about
Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne and Public Service
Commissioner Scott Angelle, his two GOP opponents.
All of these factors, combined with the usual
distractions of festivals and LSU football created

the environment for such a low turnout, which
was a pathetic decline for a state that is accustomed to significant voter interest. For example,
in the 1991 David Duke-Edwin Edwards gubernatorial runoff, 73 percent of eligible voters cast
their ballots. In this election, the turnout was just
a little more than 50 percent of this total.
The next election will be the gubernatorial runoff between U.S. Senator David Vitter and
state Representative John Bel Edwards. It will
undoubtedly feature a nasty and constant stream
of negative advertising. In addition, the November 21 election will not have as many races on
the ballot, so fewer candidates will be working to
increase turnout. Thus, we should not expect any
improvement in voter participation in the general
election.
Let’s hope that from the ashes of the 2015
governor’s race a new type of politics will arise in
Louisiana, focusing on fresh candidates with positive messages. Then, maybe, we can finally start
electing candidates who will listen to the people,
concentrate on the duties of the office and start
to address the multitude of longstanding problems afflicting our state.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and
at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS television station
WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until
11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 990
AM in New Orleans and the north shore. Crouere
is a political analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit
Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or
email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Christmas Village kicks off the holiday season
By Michael S. Yenni - Kenner Mayor, Jefferson Parish President-elect
November
is
an exciting time in
the city of Kenner,
as thoughts turn to
Christmas almost as soon as the dishes from Thanksgiving are cleared and cleaned.
That’s why I have decided to change the schedule for Christmas Village, the popular yearly celebration in Rivertown, to begin the last weekend of November – a week earlier than previous years.
I will be present along with the members of the
Kenner City Council on Friday, November 27, 2015,
for the tree-lighting ceremony. Santa Claus will be
present for pictures with the kids and the early forecast calls for a 100 percent chance of “faux snow.”

Christmas Village includes live music, crafts,
gifts, food and drinks. Vendors from non-profit
groups will fill the parking lot for Heritage Park. The
Christmas Village will be open every Friday and Saturday from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. through December
19. Lights remain on Sunday evenings, even though
vendors are not present, so the public can still enjoy
Rivertown’s charm at Christmas time.
Please check the city’s website, www.kenner.
la.us for more details on Christmas Village as it gets
closer to this special event.
November also will feature a couple of important fund-raising events for Rivertown, one of 38
Main Street communities in the state. Anyone who
has lunch, dinner, take-out or enjoys “Happy Hour” at

Hail Damage?

BBB

Since 1965
Locally Owned
& Operated
Licensed & Insured

CONSTRUCTION CO FREE ESTIMATES

Rivertown Redevelopment Association and the goal
is a shared community space in the Science Center
Courtyard that can host future art markets.
Main Street leaders in Rivertown envision a
second phase that will turn the former Saints Hall of
Fame into a fully functioning public art gallery.
For more information on either event, contact Mike Ince, Kenner’s Mains Street Manager, at
mince@kenner.la.us.
Kenner Mayor and Jefferson Parish President-elect Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or by
email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

World’s Fair statue stored in Kenner to go on
display at NOLA’s City Park

Kenner Mayor Michael Yenni and members of the city council, past and present, were at
City Park in New Orleans on October 6, 2015, for the official dedication of “The Wave”
statue, created by Louisiana resident and internationally-known artist Lynda Benglis. The
bronze sculpture was made for the 1984 Louisiana’s World’s Fair and then stored in Kenner
for decades until it was rediscovered in 2013. The statue will stay in City Park for four years
at Big Lake, near the Esplanade Avenue entrance to the park, and then return to Kenner.

Free teen band concert at Laketown

2158 Kenner Ave — Kenner, LA

504-467-6998

Triple BBB Construction_1015.indd 1

Zea Grill and Rotissere, 1325 W. Esplanade Avenue,
can help Rivertown Main Street. The restaurant will
donate 10 percent of the sales from any party that
mentions Rivertown Main Street while visiting on
Mondays throughout the month.
In addition, the 2nd Annual Rivertown Main
Street Jazz Brunch will be held Sunday, November
8 from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at The Crossing, 519
Williams Boulevard.
Tickets are $40 and money raised at the brunch
will go toward improvements to the Kenner Science Center Courtyard and the former Saints Hall
of Fame. The brunch is sponsored by the Historic

9/25/15 9:39 PM

Jefferson Parish

Offender Watch
The nation’s leading
registered sex offender
management and
community
notification tool.
http://www.jpso.com/SexOffenders.aspx

On Saturday, November 14, 2015, Kenner
Mayor Michael S. Yenni’s Mayor’sYouth Advisory
Council will be hosting a concert for teens, by
teens. The “Showdown at Laketown,” will be held
at Laketown, located at Williams Boulevard and
Lake Pontchartrain in Kenner, and will feature a
competition among local teen bands and musicians. The event will take place on an outdoor stage
from 6:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. Admission is free,

however, no outside food or drinks are allowed as
concessions will be available for purchase.
The winner of the band showdown will be
booked to perform at Kenner’s Music in the Park
annual spring series concerts during May of 2016.
For more information or to book a band in
the competition, contact Kenner Deputy Chief Administrative Officer Natalie Newton at 468-7240 or
email myac@gmail.com.

Happy Thanksgiving
from the Kenner Star staff

Police
How to “fall back” safely
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
Almost half of
all fatal pedestrian accidents and a third of
fatal bicycle crashes
happen at dusk when
daylight-savings time ends. On Sunday, November 1,
2015, at 2:00 a.m., it is once again time to turn your
clocks back one hour.
The end of daylight-savings time means that it
will be darker during prime travel time in the evening.
By taking extra travel precautions, like turning on your
headlights at dusk, you help prevent accidents.
Please review the following guidelines with your
family, especially teenage drivers. These simple tips
help save lives. Together, we can keep our families safe
this winter.
Remember to turn on your headlights at dusk
so you may see and be seen.
Adjust your rearview mirror to the “night” setting to avoid headlight glare from following cars.
Occasionally wipe off your headlights and keep
your windshield clean on the inside and outside for a
better view of the road.
Take off your sunglasses at dusk. They tend to
impair your vision at this time of day.
You should never drive at unsafe speeds, espe-

cially on unlit or winding roads, and when using low
beams.
Always be courteous when using high beams.
Be sure that you lower your beams when another car
is approaching.
Make sure that your children are inside before
dark. Remind them that motorists driving in the evening cannot see them.
Consider wearing brightly colored clothes when
on the street. Darker fall colors make it hard for motorists to see you.
Reflective or fluorescent gear is the safest form
of protection if you are on the streets after dark.
Always use crosswalks. You are not seen as well
when you jaywalk or cross the street from between
parked cars.
Chief Glaser can be reached by email at kpd@
kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com. You can also download the
free Kenner Police Department mobile app for both
Apple and Android devices as well as access the Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter pages
for the latest updated crime, traffic and other law
enforcement-related information.

Government

Preparing a new zoning ordinance
By Jay Hebert – Kenner Planning Department Director
The concept of
zoning is to regulate
how land is used. Its
intention is to lessen
or eliminate one use
from becoming a nuisance to another. A zoning ordinance is written regulations and laws that define how
property in a specific geographic area can be used.
The reasons for preparing a new zoning ordinance
are most often found in the provisions of the existing
ordinance. Conflicts with state and federal preemptory regulations; codes that are not administered in
an even and consistent manner; inadequate controls,
and misplaced provisions are but a few reasons why.
One of the more important reasons is when a community recently adopts a new comprehensive plan. A
zoning ordinance is the single most important tool for
implementing land-use policy, which is contained in a
comprehensive plan. If zoning and planning are working at cross-purposes, the public confidence in both is
undermined. Without an updated zoning ordinance, it
would be very difficult to implement the goals, objectives and vision statement that are reflected in the
comprehensive plan.
Another important reason for preparing a new
zoning ordinance is that after years of amendments to
zoning codes, many of which may have been written by
different people using different styles, codes begin to
lose continuity and can become a patchwork of misplaced provisions and date regulations.

Properly diagnosing existing problems, both in
the zoning text and the zoning map is an essential
step following the decision to prepare a new a zoning
ordinance. Therefore, it’s always important to involve
legal counsel and key staff of other departments whose
rules and regulations affect the administration of the
zoning code.
A key factor in crafting a well-written zoning
ordinance is to keep the regulations simple. Simple
regulations work best. Complicated definitions and
regulations invite scrutiny and even legal challenges.
Subtle distinctions are difficult to justify and explain,
and overregulation is inflexible.
Lastly, to be successful, a well prepared zoning
ordinance must be supported by the community it
represents. Community participation is essential. Involving the community in the process of drafting a new
zoning ordinance instills a sense of “ownership” and
helps promote better public acceptance. Every effort
should be made to encourage broad public involvement. After all, the way in which zoning regulations
are written should reflect the values of the community’s quality of life.
Jay Hebert is director of the city of Kenner’s Planning Department, located at 1610 Reverend Richard Wilson Drive. The department’s
phone number 468-7280. Hebert’s email address is
jhebert@kenner.la.us.

Kenner Police Department

Drug Tip
Hotline

466-3073
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The City of Kenner

Proposed
Unified Development Code
The City of Kenner will host two public meetings to solicit citizen
input on the recent draft of the Unified Development Code.
Citizens wishing to comment on the draft are encouraged to attend.

Tuesday, November 10, 2015
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

THE PAVILION AT KENNER CITY PARK
3800 Loyola Drive

Thursday, November 12, 2015
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

EXHIBITION HALL
415 Williams Boulevard
Sponsorship provided by Louisiana Office of Community Development (OCD)
Comprehensive Resiliency Pilot Program
For more information, call the Kenner Planning Department at 468-7280
or visit http://www.kenner.la.us/planning.html
If ADA disability accommodations are needed please call 468-7280
at least seven working days prior to the meeting date.
KCD_Unified Development Code ad_1115.indd 1

10/24/15 9:51 PM
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Cautious optimism as Pelicans open season
By Ken Trahan
Tempered enthusiasm. Dampened
spirits. Cautious optimism.
Take your pick as the 2015-2015 New Orleans
Pelicans have opened their season.
In the offseason, there was a notable buzz as
the Pelicans chose Alvin Gentry to take over for
Monty Williams. Gentry brings the promise of a
more up-temp offensive style. He was widely recognized as an offensive guru with the world champion
Golden State Warriors last season.
Gentry was convinced that the Pelicans had a
strong roster that could improve from within, convinced that a healthy roster would produce more
than the eighth and final seed in the playoffs and
getting swept in the opening round.
The good news is that Ryan Anderson is
healthy entering the season. The same is true of
Eric Gordon.
Then, there is the bad news.
Tyreke Evans will miss at least the first month
of the season after undergoing arthroscopic surgery
on his right knee. Jrue Holiday is still limited to 15
minutes per game, at least through the end of the
year. Centers Omer Asik missed basically the entire
preseason with a right calf injury. Center Alexis
Ajinca was out since October 3 with a strained hamstring. Norris Cole has been out with a high ankle
sprain. Quincy Pondexter is still recovering from
knee surgery. Luke Babbitt has been dealing with
a hamstring strain.
As a result, the walking wounded unit that is

the Pelicans opened its season at Golden State on
October 27 with some players that did not figure to
be here, with a veteran in Kendrick Perkins having
to play more minutes than expected at center and
with some legitimate questions.
Based on the depth of the always tough Western conference, the Pelicans will have to tread
water, lean more on bulked up superstar Anthony
Davis and attempt to stay around .500 and in contention until all of the pieces the puzzle take shape.
It is hard to play fast without your key pieces
and with replacements. While Gentry wants to play
fast, he has spoken of defending better as well. That,
too, is a problematic issue without front line players
on the floor.
Other than Davis, New Orleans players have
taken the direction of shedding weight in order to
run more and fit the fast-play style of Gentry. As for
Davis, he has worked hard on expanding his shooting range and on becoming stronger down low in the
painted area.
With the work ethic of Davis, we can envision
and even expect him to continue to improve as he
has annually. Davis is a dream player to watch and
coach. He was the attraction for Gentry, along with
many other coaches who coveted the New Orleans
job.
When he was the head coach at Phoenix, Gentry signed Gordon to a huge offer sheet. The Pelicans took the bait and matched the offer to keep the
oft-injured, good but not outstanding shooting guard.
Gordon played better for the Pelicans in the
second half of last season and Gentry is banking on

that trend continuing this season. Gordon is a very
good catch-and-shoot guard but he must expand his
game to be able to do a better job of creating his own
shot. Gentry believes he can do so.
Asik was brought back for his defensive presence, along with his rebounding, both of which are
solid. He struggles to finish around the rim offensively and always will but Gentry thinks he can run
the floor well for a big man.
Dante Cunningham has worked to expand
his jump shot. Cunningham has a solid mid-range
game but must be able to step back and knock down
three-pointers as a small forward. Pondexter and
Cole are good defenders who play hard and can provide some offensive spark. Babbitt is a designated
sniper from beyond the arc.
Ajinca does not play to his height but he has a
nice mid-range offensive arsenal and can be good
in the right matchups. Anderson must stay healthy
and must make 38 percent or better from threepoint range.
Evans is an important piece, with his slashing
style. That style fits well into Gentry’s approach to
the game. He will be sorely missed.
As for Holiday, he is a pure point guard, not a
shooter. Holiday is also a good on the ball defender
that would help in that capacity but will he ever be
healthy enough to count on as he was when he was
in All-Star form with Philadelphia?
As for Perkins, he was brought in for his veteran presence and toughness. His offensive game is
virtually non-existent at this stage of his career. He
will play hard, give hard fouls and be a guardian for

Davis.
Can Gentry make the difference the Pelicans
are hoping for? Many were critical of Williams and
his in-game coaching. There was validity to that
criticism. The huge lead which the Pelicans blew
to Golden State in game three of the playoffs sealed
Williams’ fate. Would that have happened under the
watch of Gentry or another coach?
Gentry is quite positive, pleasant and secure in
who he is. Davis has taken to him, an important element, considering how much Davis liked Williams.
While everyone seems to like each other, the
Pelicans will only receive love from opponents, national media, area fans and potential fans if they are
able to win more, move up and become a legitimate
championship contender. Gentry, Dell Demps and
company kept the band together with a new conductor, hoping to play a different tune.
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO
990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and general manager of www.SportsNola.com and hosts “Sportsnola
TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. on WHNO, TV
20. Trahan is the general manager and chairman
of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum
in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome, runs the Life
Resources Sports Ministry and hosts All Access
SportsTalk on WGSO, 990 AM and WGSO.com on
Monday, Thursday and Friday at 6:05 p.m. as well
as “The Three Tailgaters Show” on Saturday morning from 10:05 a.m. to noon with Ed Daniels and
Rick Gaille.

Community
New odor control unit installed at lift station
A new odor control unit for the sewer lift
station at 39th Street and Arkansas Avenue in
Kenner has been installed and was activated
on October 9, 2015, eventually putting an end
to odor issues in the neighborhood, city officials
said.
However, Joanne Massony, wastewater
director in Kenner for Veolia North America,
explained that the odor is controlled by bacte-

KENNER

rial media in the odor control unit. That media
taken this very, very seriously,” said Mayor Yenni.
requires a 30-day growth period before it can “I am pleased we are so close to a resolution of
operate at peak efficiency.
this odor issue.”
“During this growth period, there may be inThe lift station at 39th and Arkansas was
termittent odors,” Massony said.
completed in August, 2011, but as additional upKenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said Mas- grades at upstream lift stations in 2014 went onsony and city officials have been working with
line, occasionally odor complaints were received.
residents as well as school officials in the neigh- An odor study, which included a year of odor testborhood. “It’s a quality of life issue and we have
ing, came up with the best way to solve the odor

Join us for the

CITY OF KENNER

Kenner Business Association

BUSINESS NOVEMBER LUNCHEON
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Our Community Together
Networking reservations:
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or call Mary-Sharon at 441-6106.
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17

issues, Massony said.
“We hope that residents will be understanding and recognize that this brief period with
some potential odor issues is necessary in order
to control the problem once and for all,” said
Massony.

Important Emergency Contacts
Kenner City Hall

468-7200

LA State Trooper

471-2775
363-5500

Kenner Police

712-2222 OR 911

Jeff Parish Sheriff

FBI Strategic Partnership Coordinator
for the New Orleans Field Office

Kenner Fire

467-2211 OR 911

Entergy

1-800-968-8213

Public Works

468-7515

Atmos

1-888-322-8667

11:30 a.m.- Noon: Registration
Noon-1pm: Presentations with Q&A
Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Boulevard • Kenner

Code Enforcement

468-4068

Water Dept

736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage)

468-7292

Red Cross (Local)

620-3105

Speaker: Malcolm J. Bezet

10/24/15 9:53 PM
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Dr. Russell Russo and Dr. William Sherman join Orthopedic Center
The Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine has
announced that Dr. Russell R. Russo, who was born and
raised in Kenner, has joined the practice.
“I am excited to return to my hometown city,”
said Dr. Russo. As a Kenner native, Dr. Russo is a product of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton grammar school and a
former Muss Bertolino Hornet. During his high school
football career at Archbishop Rummel High School,
a season-ending injury sparked his future career in
sports medicine.
Dr. Russo decided he wanted to pursue a career in
orthopedic surgery and sports medicine after experiencing the high school ankle injury. Dr. Charles P. Murphy,
orthopedic surgeon and director of the Orthopedic Center, assisted his return to play which sparked an interest
that would lead to a career. “The special care Dr. Murphy
exhibited to me is what sets the Orthopedic Center for
Sports Medicine apart from the rest and is why I chose
to join the Orthopedic Center and begin practicing with
the compassion and care every injured person deserves,”
said Dr. Russo.
Dr. Russo is an alumnus of the LSU School of
Medicine in New Orleans where he also completed his
orthopedic surgery residency while working at the In-

Dr. Russell R. Russo
terim Charity Hospital. “I completed my training with a
fellowship in sports medicine and arthroscopic surgery
at Houston Methodist Hospital where I worked with the
best minds in the field,” said Dr. Russo.
While in Houston, Dr. Russo was a team physician
for the Houston Texans, Houston Astros, Houston Rockets, Houston Dynamo and Rice University Athletics. Dr.
Russo also served as a physician for NASA at the Johnson
Space Center, helping the next generation of astronauts
prepare for an eventual mission to Mars.
Throughout his medical career, Dr. Russo has won

KCPA class #33 beginning in February
Class # 33 of the Kenner Citizens’ Police Academy
will begin on Tuesday, February 16, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. at
the Kenner Police Complex located at 500 Veterans
Boulevard. Kenner Police Chief Michael J. Glaser and
the Kenner Police Department encourage citizens to
participate in this unique opportunity to learn more
about police operations.
Students attend free classes one night per week
for 13 weeks, receiving instruction from trained po-

several awards including a nomination for Medelita’s
National Resident of the year award, as well as paper of
the year awards at the Louisiana Orthopedic Association
annual meeting for three years in a row. Dr. Russo’s research has been featured in articles around the world, as
well as in National Geographic’s Inside America series.
“My passion is to take state-of-the-art care that can
be found at the highest level of professional sports and at
the country’s finest medical institutions and bring that
care and expertise home for our local athletes,” said Dr.
Russo.
Dr. Russo specializes in articular cartilage restoration, which helps preserve a patient’s native cartilage thus avoiding joint replacement. He also offers
the latest in biologic treatments for tendon healing
and osteoarthritis including platelet-rich plasma and
“stem cell” therapy.
Also joining the Orthopedic Center is Dr. William F. Sherman. Dr. Sherman received his fellowship
training in joint replacement surgery at Harvard University. Dr. Sherman specializes in the latest technological advancements in both total knee and total hip
replacement surgery and also has an interest in hip
fracture care.

“I help patients recover quicker from total hip replacements by employing the latest anterior approach
to the hip joint. When you have tried other remedies to
reduce the pain and limitations of osteoarthritis without
success, I offer a Harvard-trained approach to total joint
surgery,” said Dr. Sherman.
“The Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine is distinctive in the practice of orthopedics which includes all
conditions involving the musculoskeletal system. We offer timely doctor visits, physical therapy and MRI scans
at each office,” said Dr. Murphy. “If you have an injury to
your shoulder, knee or any part of your musculoskeletal
system, Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine can help.”
Dr. Russo and Dr. Sherman join Dr. Murphy and
orthopedic surgeons Dr. Luis S. Espinoza and Dr. Thomas
R. Lyons in the practice. Along with the Kenner office, located at 671 West Esplanade Avenue, there are locations
in Metairie at 4921 Airline Drive and the newest location
in Lakeview, located at 7030 Canal Boulevard in New Orleans. For more information about Dr. Russo, visit www.
drrussellrusso.com. For more information about the
Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine, visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

Police

lice officers who are certified in their fields. The
academy provides detailed coverage about how the
police department works in patrol division functions,
crime prevention, criminal investigations, computer
forensics, K-9 unit, crime scene procedures, criminal
and domestic violence laws, narcotics investigations,
traffic enforcement, physical fitness, use of police
force and self-defense, gang awareness and S.W.A.T.
Students receive a tour of police headquarters and

the jail and participate in a ride along with a police
officer. Upon completion of the program, a graduation ceremony is held for students.
Graduates of the program receive the opportunity
to join the Kenner Citizens’ Academy Alumni Association
(KCPAAA), through which they can lead the community
in improving safety and promoting support for the Kenner Police Department. Alumni members can also volunteer their assistance at various department events.

Graduates may also apply for entry into the KPD
Community Police Corps. This great program gives
members the opportunity to volunteer and assist the
KPD in its mission.
For more information and to fill out an application,
visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.
kennerpd.com. Contact the KPD Community Relations
Division at 712-2294, 712-2395 or at nguggenheim@
kennerpd.com with any additional questions.
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Are you getting the latest in knee arthritis treatment?
By Russell R. Russo, M.D.
Osteoarthritis of
the knee is a painful
and activity limiting
condition caused by
thinning of the articular cartilage. The knee will often show progressive
signs of swelling, pain and stiffness.
Standard treatment begins with limiting activities that exacerbate the pain while initiating a lowimpact, aerobic exercise program such as aquatic
therapy or cycling. While decreasing the stiffness in
the knee, this will also help maintain a healthy weight

which is vital in mitigating the effects of osteoarthritis.
Medically, symptoms can be managed with overthe-counter anti-inflammatories and as symptoms
progress certain prescription medications may be
offered for those who cannot tolerate anti-inflammatories due to stomach pain or kidney problems. Often
these drugs can be compounded into creams to avoid
systemic side effects of those medications.
When those measures do not provide adequate
relief, the next step is an injection into the knee joint.
A standard injection of a steroid and lidocaine can
provide relief and can be done in the office. The dura-
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tion of the relief depends on the patient’s progression
of arthritis.
Other injections into the knee can also provide
lasting relief. Viscosupplementation is an injection
into the knee of hyaluronic acid. It can be administered in a series of three or five shots and occasionally in a one shot formulation. Although some studies
demonstrate differing results on the effectiveness of
the medications, many patients obtain short to long
term relief with this technique.
Another option is platelet-rich plasma (PRP) injections. Studies have shown the effectiveness of PRP
for knee osteoarthritis to be at least equivalent to the
viscosupplementation. The technique involves taking
a vial of one’s own blood and spinning the blood in a
centrifuge, usually right in your physician’s office. The
layer of blood that contains the majority of platelets
and growth factors is extracted then introduced into
the knee. This can also be done in the office setting.
A final injection option is bone marrow aspirate
concentrate (BMAC). This technique is sometimes
called “stem-cell” therapy because the bone marrow
is removed and once again placed in a centrifuge,
where the layer containing a higher concentration of
mesenchymal stem cells is extracted then introduced
into the knee. This technique is relatively new and
studies have yet to prove its effectiveness. BMAC is
also used in other areas of the body to aid in healing
such as rotator cuff repair and meniscal repair.

With all of these options in place, one can maintain a healthy, active lifestyle with knee osteoarthritis
for a significant amount of time. However, when all of
these options fail to provide relief, there are several
surgical options depending on one’s unique pathology.
Younger patients may benefit from an osteotomy
to shift the weight bearing focus to a different part of
the knee. Other patients with arthritis mainly on the
inner or outer aspect of the knee may benefit from
a partial knee replacement. However when a patient
has significant bone on bone knee osteoarthrosis that
has failed the options above, a well done total knee
replacement can provide lasting relief.
Talk to an orthopedic surgeon today to make
sure you are doing everything you can for your
knee pain.
Russell R. Russo, M.D. is a fellowship-trained
sports medicine orthopedic surgeon. Visit Dr. Russo’s
professional website, www.drrussellrusso.com, for his
weekly sports medicine blog. The Orthopedic Center
for Sports Medicine is a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused
expertise in shoulder and knee injuries. Offices are
located in Kenner, Metairie and Lakeview. For additional information call 467-5900 or visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

Law
A trap for the unwary
By Steven A. Watts
Surprises can be
exciting or stressful.
It all depends on the
context. Unless you’ve
won the lottery, financial surprises are generally not welcome events. The
receipt of a loved one’s worldly assets is probably not
the best time to receive bad news. Unfortunately, in
some circumstances, an unwelcome surprise can attach itself to a loved one’s benevolent gift. It is during
this reflective season of life that a thoughtful pause
can serve to spare an heir from embarrassment and
needless financial loss.
Under Louisiana law, the receipt of a decedent’s
assets is typically memorialized by a judgment of possession. If the judgment contains real estate, it is normally recorded in the conveyance records of the parish
in which the real property is located. It is this simple
event that can give rise to unanticipated problems.
Since a judgment of possession acts as a sort of “bill of
sale” confirming the transfer of the real property from
the decedent to his or her heirs, this transfer is subject to any recorded judgments or liens in the names
of the heirs. For example, if there is a money judgment
recorded against “Heir A”, a piece of property jointly
inherited by “Heir A” and his siblings, will be subject
to the judgment. The judgment will encumber the inherited property and act as a “cloud” upon the title of
the property. This judgment or lien would have to be
paid and removed in order for a sale or mortgage of the
property to take place. Of course, this is not welcome
news to the debtor heir nor his “innocent” siblings.
Additionally, since judicial mortgages or judgments
remain effective on the public records for a period of
ten years from recordation (and can be reinscribed
for another ten years), the problem does not typically

resolve itself without active negotiations between the
debtor and the judgment secured creditor.
Often, in succession matters, the focus is typically
on the distribution of estate assets to the heirs. Little, if
any, consideration is given to the financial status of the
receiving heirs. A quick search of the mortgage records
can reveal any outstanding judgments or liens in the
name of an heir that may have an impact on the future
sale or mortgage of inherited property. If a judgment
or lien is discovered, a timely negotiation of a release
should be initiated before the debtor heir receives any
interest in the estate property. Such action will typically result in a significant savings to the debtor heir
and prevent any delay in the transfer of the property by
the heir and/or any co-heirs to a third party purchaser.
When a father or mother’s interest in the family
home or other real estate is inherited by a child, grandchild or other heir, that heir’s interest in the asset is
subject to the claims of any of his creditors. A simple
search should be performed in the indices of the mortgage records for every parish in which succession property is located. The results of this search can serve to
alert the heirs about any future title issues that may
be created by recorded judgments or liens against any
particular heir. With this knowledge, one can avoid any
surprises that may diminish the joy to be found in one
of life’s most poignant moments.
Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana State
Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney for over
35 years. His office is located at 3925 N. I-10 Service Road,
Suite 230, in Metairie. Estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and corporate, franchise and
real estate law are his primary areas of practice. Watts is
also the owner and manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be
reached at 836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.

KENNER STR  NOVEMBER 2015

Insurance

Don’t Bust Your Budget
with a New Vehicle!

The download on Bitcoin
By Marie M. Clesi
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Check out their website! www.jasperengines.com

Our Family Works Hard to Bring You High Quality Workmanship

Automatic
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Transparency: All Bitcoin purchases are recorded in a public ledger. Therefore, there are fewer hidden fees and fewer opportunities for fraud.
Low fees: Bitcoin operates with little to no
fees. The small fees sometimes imposed support
faster transactions.
Bitcoin risks
Bitcoin is unregulated and remains vulnerable to certain risks, such as:
Hacking: The Bitcoin code is strong, but
some hackers have accessed users’ online wallets.
Software or paper wallets are more secure.
Volatility: The Bitcoin market remains explosive. Because so few people use it, small transactions can greatly affect its value, making Bitcoin
a riskier investment.
Lack of security: No regulation means little
chance of recovering lost or stolen money.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a
select State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home,
renters, life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans
Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted
at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com.
Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.
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Bitcoin is a currency, just like the
dollars in your wallet.
However, unlike conventional currencies,
Bitcoin isn’t controlled by government. This “open
source” currency is tracked online, so anyone in
the world can use it.
Bitcoin is not a digital payment network such
as Apple Pay or PayPal. These networks access
your debit or credit accounts, which is not historically a Bitcoin feature.
How Bitcoin works
You can purchase Bitcoins from individuals
or online exchanges. How much you’ll pay – the
current value – fluctuates. Check the price before
you buy.
You can store Bitcoins digitally in an app or
software or print a record. Different wallets have
different levels of security. Weigh your wallet options here.
Bitcoins may be used to purchase goods and
services as long as a retailer accepts them. You
can also transfer them between users.
Bitcoin benefits
These features distinguish Bitcoin from other currencies:
Cross-currency transactions: There’s no
need to exchange Bitcoins for foreign money because it’s universal.
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Sports Injuries
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Banking

Getting married? Get a credit score
By Guy Williams
Most people know
that credit scores are
used to determine
eligibility for loans. But
credit scores are also
used in employment applications, rental applications and
for pre-qualifying for various financial offers.
If you have a low credit score, you will not see the
best offers for products as those offers will only be available
to folks with high credit scores.
Ok, you don’t want to borrow any money. You just
want to get married. Why should you care about credit
scores? In recent years the Federal Reserve conducted
a study with over 15 million individuals over a 12-year
timespan to determine the role credit scores play in
marriage, divorce and commitment to a relationship.

The first and most jarring observation this study
revealed was a large gap in pre-marriage credit scores between partners was strongly correlated with future separation and divorce. For couples who had very different credit
scores, the likelihood of marital success was measurably
smaller. The takeaway from this is that if a couple each
have significantly different credit scores, they should seriously discuss this issue as they prepare for marriage.
The good news is that if the mismatched couple
stays together for at least three years, their credit
scores will become closer each year, usually by moving up. If after the fourth year their scores are within 10
percent of each other, they are as likely as any other
couple to stay married.
Why did the credit score mismatch matter so
much? Credit scores are a proxy for attitudes towards

money. Financial issues are featured prominently in many
divorces, so it is important for couples to be on the same
page where money is concerned.
One question often asked of couples by a pre-marriage counselor are what would they each choose to do if
they received an unexpected check for $500. The answers
offered are to pay down debt, save the money, buy something that was not affordable without the money or to call
friends and invite them to a party funded by the windfall.
No choice of answer is wrong, but the choices indicate individual attitudes toward money. If a couple has very different answers or can’t reach a compromise, troubles may be
ahead in their future marriage.
The other reason that a credit score mismatch matters is that credit scores are a good proxy for general trustworthiness and level of commitment. In a marriage, high
levels of trust and commitment are essential and it turns
out that credit scores can predict commitment levels with
a high degree of accuracy.
The practical application for this study is that cou-

Health

Flossing recommended for good oral health care
By Darrell P. Bourg, Jr., D.D.S.
While some study
results indicate that
the use of a mouth rinse
can be as effective as
flossing for reducing
plaque between the
teeth, the American Dental Association (ADA) recommends brushing twice a day and cleaning between
the teeth with floss or interdental cleaners once each
day to remove plaque from all tooth surfaces. Plaque

is responsible for both tooth decay and gum disease.
Regarding the studies, the authors concluded
that in patients with mild to moderate gingivitis (early
periodontal gum disease), rinsing twice a day with the
antiseptic mouth rinse was as effective as flossing for reducing plaque and gingivitis between the teeth. However,
the ADA recommends flossing in addition to rinsing. The
studies did not examine whether the mouth rinse had the
same effect as floss on reducing tooth decay or periodontitis (advanced periodontal gum disease). Flossing and

interdental cleaners also help remove food debris caught
between teeth that may not be rinsed away.
The ADA recommends the following for good oral
hygiene:
Brush your teeth twice a day with an ADA-accepted fluoride toothpaste.
Clean between teeth daily with floss or an interdental cleaner. Decay–causing bacteria still linger between teeth where toothbrush bristles can’t reach. Flossing removes plaque and food particles from between the
teeth and under the gum line.
Eat a balanced diet and limit between meal snacks.

ples should get their credit scores and compare them
before getting married. If the scores are a far apart, by fifty
points or more, it would probably be advisable to wait and
get help before getting married. Couples should participate
in financial counseling to move their scores closer together
and to give the couple a better understanding of what
caused them to be different in the first place.
This process could be done in six months to a year,
which may seem like a lot of work over time, but if financial
counseling prevents a divorce or helps to create a happy
marriage, it will well be worth the effort.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their Kenner
branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president and branch manager can be
contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar, vice president and
commercial lender, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit
Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Visit your dentist regularly for professional cleanings and oral exams.
Information for this article was obtained from the
ADA’s web site at www.ada.org.
Darrell P. Bourg Jr., DDS, a family dentist who has practiced for over 14 years, is the past president of the New Orleans
Dental Association and holds memberships in the LDA, ADA and
AAID and is a fellow of the International College of Oral Implantologist (FICOI). Dr. Bourg practices at the Exceptional Dental
office located at 1305 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and also
has offices on the Westbank, Port Sulphur and opening January
2016 in Mid City New Orleans. Dr. Bourg can be contacted at 4696333. Visit Exceptional Dental’s website at www.drbourg.com.

KENNER STR  NOVEMBER 2015

Health

13

Aging without pain
By Craig Goodwin
of as a three-legged stool, Siegrist says. The first leg
Is getting out of
is flexibility, the second is cardio endurance and the
bed every morning get- third is strength.
ting harder and harder
As I have written many times over the past few
to do without pain? It
years, stretching for increased flexibility should be
seems that every cen- a vital part of our daily routine. It helps maintain
tury older we become, we start noticing normal is not
normal mobility in our joints which allows normal
normal any more. Richard W. Besdine, M.D., a medi- mobility with our activities. Cardio endurance along
cal officer at American Federation for Aging Research
with a good diet plan allows us to maintain a body
states that “chronic pain affects more Americans than
weight that does not add increased stress to our
diabetes, heart disease and cancer combined and is
joints during weight bearing activities. Strengthenthe top-cited reason for seeking medical care. He also
ing the muscles throughout our body, especially our
states that an estimated 116 million Americans endure
core muscles helps to also decrease stress placed
chronic pain, the most common cause of long-term dis- on our bodies with everyday activities. There is no
ability, costing the United States at least $560 to 635
medical “Fountain of Youth” that will make you feel
billion annually. The situation gets worse as we age. 20 again. And unless you mind your weight, exercise
Today almost half of people over age 65 routinely live
and modify your activity to levels that are appropriwith pain. In your 50s, it is your eyesight that begins to
ate for your level of conditioning, Siegrist says, even
worsen and we find ourselves using reading glasses to “the best operation in the world won’t be successful.”
read and see things that were once clear without them. Dedication to all three components on a daily basis
In our 60s, we start to feel our knees aching more with
will allow us to age with less pain, provide us with a
normal activities that once were pain free. In our 70s
longer life span and a more productive lifestyle.
and 80s, we now have trouble getting out of bed in the
morning without pain and find it harder to complete
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president
simple tasks throughout the day.
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at
Orthopedic surgeon Stephanie Siegrist, MD, has
3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other
some good news. “You can stay active and feel younger. locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
But you’ll have to put some work into it. I encourage pa- graduated from LSU Medical School Department of
tients not to think, I’m getting older, I’m deteriorating,” Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987.
she says. Instead, she urges them to think “As I get
The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
older, I must invest more time and effort into maintain- Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@
ing my resilience. Proper conditioning can be thought
gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Vaccinations and routine
screenings: Important tools in
the fight against cervical cancer
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By Sheena Pullman, M.D.
The incidence of cervical cancer in the United
States has decreased due to widespread screening with
pap smears, a test used to detect precancerous cells
before they progress into cancer. Screening for cervical
cancer may also involve testing for human papilloma
virus (HPV), the virus that is linked to cervical cancer.
Most cervical cancer cases occur in women with
either no previous screening or inadequate screening.
In 2012, the American Cancer Society, The American Society for Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology and American Society for Clinical Pathology updated their joint
guidelines for screening. The current guidelines are to
start screening for cervical cancer with pap smears at
age 21. For women 21 to 29 years old, we perform pap
smears once every three years, which differs from the
previous annual testing. For women 30 to 65 years old,
we have the option to screen every three years with a
pap smear alone or to screen every five years with HPV
testing in addition to a pap smear (cotesting). These
screening recommendations are not meant for women
with a known history of cervical cancer or certain immunocompromised states. Talk with your doctor to determine the appropriate screening interval for you.
Although we may no longer routinely perform pap
smears every year, we still recommend a yearly examination. Cervical cancer is both preventable and bettertreated if detected early. The FDA has approved an HPV
vaccination for both males and females aged 9 to 26 with
a target age range of 11 to 12 so they are protected before ever being exposed to the virus. If your teen hasn’t

gotten the vaccine yet or if you have any questions regarding the vaccine, talk to their doctor about getting it
for them as soon as possible.
In addition to these screenings, Ochsner-Kenner
provides a full range of women’s services including wellness exams and obstetrics. Physicians see women and
adolescences of all ages and have appointments available. Childbirth and breastfeeding classes are also available to the community. Visit www.ochsner.org for more
information or call 443-9500 for your appointment.
Resources for this column include the National
Institutes of Health, Cervical Cancer, NIH Consensus
Statement. 1996,14:1-38; Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, Cervical Cancer, available at www.cdc.
gov/cancer/cervical; and U.S Cancer Statistics Working
Group, United States Cancer Statistics: 1999-2011 Incidence and Mortality Report,Atlanta, GA: Department of
Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention and National Cancer Institute; 2014.
Sheena Pullman, M.D. is an obstetrician and
gynecologist at Ochsner-Kenner. Dr. Pullman earned
her medical degree from Meharry Medical College in
Nashville, Tennessee and completed her residency at
Ochsner Clinic Foundation in New Orleans and during her residency training served as administrative
chief resident. Dr. Pullman provides care to low and
moderate risk obstetric patients as well as gynecologic care to patients of all ages with special interest
in adolescent health.
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Real Estate

10 easiest home upgrades to increase house value
By Linda R. Martin
Whether planning to sell the
house, have it rented out or simply for
personal satisfaction, a little renovation and
upgrade is always necessary to help increase
its market value. In order to boost a house’s
value in the market, it is first important to
learn what prospective buyers or tenants are
searching for in a house. For most homeowners, the biggest concern is usually the budget
required for the upgrade, renovation and home
maintenance.
The great news is that there’s no need to
spend thousands of dollars for home improvements. Just follow these ten tips for the best
home upgrades to add home value.
1. Knock down a wall and go for open
concept. Not only will it create an illusion of a
bigger space, but it is a home design trend that
is very much in demand today. Just make sure
to have the wall assessed for possible electrical
wires housed behind it before hitting it with a
sledge hammer.
2. Make the kitchen area workable. This
means making the kitchen area a functional
place where you can actually cook a decent
meal. Update faucets, fix leaking pipes, buff
the counters and repaint cupboards and cabinets. It is not necessary to replace everything
with a new kitchen system. Simply repaint
worn out furniture and replace outdated knobs

with modern handles to make it look more expensive.
3. Brighten up the bath. Bathrooms are
among the most important considerations for
many tenants and prospective homebuyers,
so it is pertinent to get this area of the house
right. Buff up the tiles and replace the faucets, shower head and toilet seats. There’s no
need to replace all the tiles, just those that are
cracked and chipped. The trick is to find the
right cleaning agent that can help whiten the
tiles to make them look good as new.
4. Add more storage. If there’s an extra
wall or area of the house that does not seem to
have any function, add in a laminate closet system or have a carpenter install small built-in
cabinets, racks or pantries. Making every extra
space of the house functional will help it look
more livable.
5. Turn that extra space into an extra
room. A house with a lot of rooms will always
look impressive when advertised in the market.
If the house has a huge attic, a den or extra
space that can be turned into another room,
then by all means fix it up to look like an additional room. Simply add in a built in closet
and a window and it should be good to accommodate.
6. Update the lighting system. Still using
an old chandelier or unflattering fluorescent
lamps? Hire an electrician to place some decorative lighting fixtures or dimmers that will

give the house a more modern feel and mask
any unflattering curves on the walls and ceilings.
7. Buff the floors. The moment a buyer
or tenant steps inside the front door, the first
thing they will notice are the floors. Tiled or
hardwood floors need to be buffed until they
sparkle. Carpeted floors need a touch of professional carpet cleaning to make it look, smell
and feel brand new. Hiring professional cleaners is a small investment compared to the big
impact it will make.
8. Apply a fresh coat of paint on the
walls or replace uncharacteristic doors with
a newer look. Choose modern color palettes to
give the house a fresh look.
9. Add outdoor dining furniture in the

backyard. These areas can become extended
living and dining areas.
10. Hire an electrical and plumbing service to look at the overall state of the house.
It is much better to catch the problems early on
than find out much later when the problem has
already worsened such as replacing the entire
plumbing system or rewiring the entire house.
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in
Louisiana, can be reached at 443-6464 or at
her Gardner Realtors office located at 4140
Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner
Realtors is a local independently owned and
operated company. Visit the company website
at www.gardnerrealtors.com.

Home

Winter maintenance check-up
By Dan Dormady
Even though we
do not have quite as
cold weather as other parts of the country, it is still important for us to prepare for the winter months. Take
a few minutes now to walk around your home and
visually inspect important systems from a safety
perspective. Making note of routine maintenance
chores that need attention is a great way to get
started.
Start with cleaning the gutters and downspouts. A clogged gutter or downspout can result
in water damage in your home from water backing
up into the soffit. The majority of the homes we
inspect need their gutters cleaned, so the safe bet
is that yours do also. Check the roof for missing
shingles as the summer storm season may have
caused damage that needs to be repaired.
Test all of your smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors. Use the testing feature on each device
to make sure it’s working. Replace batteries and
inoperable units as needed. If you have a gas furnace, stove or water heater or a fireplace, then
you need to have a carbon monoxide detector in
the sleeping area of the home. If you do not have a
carbon monoxide detector, then install one today.
Recharge or replace your fire extinguisher.
Check the gauge to make sure it’s fully charged
(arrow pointing to the green area of the gauge).
Remove the extinguisher from its mounting bracket and turn it upside down to help prevent the dry
chemicals inside from caking on the bottom over
time. If your fire extinguisher is more than five
years old, consider replacing it.
Most homes have spilt-system air conditioning with a forced air gas or electric furnace.
Change the air conditioning/furnace filter. Dirty
filters waste energy. They also force your system
to work harder to heat your home. Your owner’s
manual should explain what types of filters are
best for your system and how often they need to be
changed. Keep in mind that a high-efficiency air
filter will trap more dirt than a conventional filter
and may need to be replaced more frequently to

keep your furnace from overheating.
Schedule a checkup for all home heating
systems. Regular maintenance can help furnaces,
fireplaces, chimneys and other home heating
components stay in top working order. Most experts recommend that you schedule an annual
inspection by a qualified professional, but service
intervals may vary from one system or manufacturer to another. Play it safe and check your owner’s manual, contact the system manufacturer or
check online for guidance.
Replace all worn out weather stripping
around windows and doors, which can dramatically increase your home heating costs. Weather
stripping is easy to replace, and should pay for
itself in a very short time.
Inspect the insulation in attic spaces. Over
time, fiberglass insulation panels can sag away
from rafters or joists, allowing cold air to penetrate
your home. Duct tape can be used to seal small
problem areas. Also, overtime, loose fill insulation
tends to get pushed around as homeowners utilize
the attic for storage, etc. Often the depth of the
loose fill insulation becomes less than desired in
some areas, resulting in energy loss. Redistribute
the insulation, as needed, and make sure that the
loose fill insulation is evenly spread over the attic
floor.
The hose bibs located on the outside of your
home may need protection to prevent freezing
damage. Inexpensive insulating covers are available at most home centers. Disconnect the hoses
and store them inside when the weather is forecasted to be below freezing.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector
and the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned consulting engineering
firm specializing in residential and commercial
building inspection services. Dormady can be
reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie,
LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net.
Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.
criterium-dormady.com.
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Airport

New flight options for the holiday season
By Iftikhar Ahmad – Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation
Starting this holiday season, travelers will have the option to fly non-stop to
Little Rock, Arkansas and Memphis, Tennessee along with Shreveport, Louisiana.
GLO, a New Orleans-owned and based
public charter operator, will begin daily non-stop flights to each of
these destinations starting November 15. GLO offers a quality alternative to business and leisure travelers that had been relegated to multistop flights and long drive times to reach these destinations. GLO’s
flights will be operated by Corporate Flight Management, Inc. from
Concourse B using a 30-passenger Saab 340B aircraft. Each city will
be served twice daily Monday through Friday and once daily to each
destination on weekends. Tickets are available at www.FlyGLO.com.
Additionally, Spirit Airlines will begin daily service to Las Vegas,
Nevada, in November. With the addition of Las Vegas, Spirit will offer
non-stop service to six destinations. The other non-stop destinations
include – Chicago, Dallas, Detroit, Ft. Lauderdale and Houston. Spirit
Airlines offers ultra-low fares and a range of optional services for a fee.
This allows passengers to choose the travel options they prefer, such
as checking bags, seat assignments and refreshments. Spirit currently
operates more than 375 daily flights to 57 destinations within the U.S.,
Latin America, and the Caribbean onboard a modern and fuel-efficient

all-Airbus fleet. They operate from Concourse C at Armstrong International. To view all of Spirit Airlines’ flight options from Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport and to purchase tickets, please visit
www.Spirit.com.
Also in time for the busy holiday season, Delta Air Lines is adding additional frequency to Detroit, Michigan. Passengers will be able
to choose between three daily non-stop flight options. Operating from
Concourse D, Delta is the second largest airline in terms of capacity
at Armstrong International. They offer an extensive network of flights
connecting our community to destinations around the world. To learn
more, please visit www.Delta.com.
We also want the community to know that American Airlines
and US Airways completed their final merger steps on October 17.
They are now operating under a single reservations system. Passengers will only see American Airlines signage as they visit Armstrong International and all operations have been consolidated on
Concourse C. For flight information and to book your next trip on
American Airlines, go to www.aa.com.
As you make travel plans for this holiday season, the airport
has a total of 14 airlines that provide non-stop service to 49 destinations with connections throughout the world. So wherever your
travels may take you, you can get there from Armstrong Interna-

Automotive
Pre-holiday travel checklist to be thankful for
By Scott Zimmerman
Thanksgiving is almost upon us
and along with preparing the traditional
Thanksgiving dinner you should also give
some thought to preparing your vehicle
for the inevitable driving most of us do
over the holiday. Last year AAA projected that approximately 43.6 million travelers would take a trip at least 50 miles away from home, the
vast majority of which would travel by car. So it makes sense to ensure
that you or your mechanic has given your vehicle a quick maintenance
and safety check prior to setting off for Thanksgiving dinner.
A quick guide of what you should check follows.
Check all fluids, including engine oil, power steering and brake
and transmission, as well as windshield washer solvent and antifreeze/
coolant.
Check the hoses and belts that can become cracked, brittle,
frayed and loose or show signs of excessive wear. These are critical to
the proper functioning of the electrical system, air conditioning, power
steering and the cooling system.
Check the tires, including tire pressure and tread. Uneven wear
indicates a need for wheel alignment. Tires should also be checked for
bulges and bald spots. You can find the optimum pressure for your vehicle on the sticker on the inside jam of the driver’s door.
Check lighting to identify any problems with exterior and interior
lighting as the chance of an accident increases if you can’t see or be
seen. Clean road grime from all lenses with a moistened cloth or towel.
To prevent scratching, never use a dry rag.

tional. Please visit our website for airline information, parking information and helpful travel tips.
Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International may be reached at airport@flymsy.com. Check
your local listings for the air time of the Armstrong International
Airport 30 minute television program, “Airport Alive” or view it on
the airport website, www.flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive”
link on the “News and Stats” page. Follow the airport on facebook.
com/MSYAirport and twitter.com/NO_Airport. To find out how to be a
volunteer at the airport, click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s website homepage.
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Check wipers. Wiper blades should completely clear the glass
with each swipe. Replace them if they leave streaks or miss spots. Also,
make sure the windshield washer reservoir is filled with a cleaning so-HQ Watch & Jewelry_0615_2.indd 1
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lution that will not freeze in cold weather.
Back on the market in its original doctor recommended clinical strength
Battery – Ensure the battery cable connections are tight and the
formula. ARTH ARREST can relieve pain for millions. Double action
terminals are free from corrosion. If the battery is more than three
formula stops pain signals before they can be sent to the brain. For more
years old, it’s a good idea to have it tested to determine how much life
information call 877-581-1502.
it has left.
If your vehicle is almost due for any normally scheduled mainNow available at:
tenance it would be a good idea to have it done prior to any long trip.
ALL SAINTS PHARMACY • 2124 38th St. • Kenner • 443-1294
Also if you have noticed any issues such as pulling, shuddering or any
noises when you press the brake pedal it would probably be a good idea
to have your brakes and/or alignment checked before you leave to visit
family and friends.
Natural formula clinically proven by doctors to promote healthy blood
Also it is a good time to check that your emergency kit has everyglucose levels. Some achieve normal glucose levels within 30 days. Cinnatrol
thing that you need – just in case. AAA recommends carrying gloves,
even helps diabetic drugs work more efficiently and some patients, under
boots, blankets, flares, a small shovel, ice scraper, sand or kitty litter,
their doctor’s care, have been able to reduce or eliminate their need for
tire chains, jumper cables, first aid kit, a flashlight, cell phone, bottled
diabetic drugs. For more information call 877-581-1502.
water and a few “high-energy snacks” in your glove box.

HORSE LINIMENT ERASES PAIN

DOCTORS’ DISCOVERY HELPS DIABETICS

CINNATROL is now available at:
ALL SAINTS PHARMACY • 2124 38th St. • Kenner • 443-1294

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire and Automotive,
Inc., a family-owned and operated full-service tire and automotive
shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are
All Saints Pharmacy_1115.indd 1
7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday and 8:00 a.m. until 2:00
Attorney
p.m. on Saturdays. Scotty’s website is www.scottystireandauto.com.

Steven A. Watts
at Law

10/26/15 1:47 PM

35 years
experience

Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
Successions, Business Transactions
Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law
3925 N. I-10 Service Road • Suite 230 • Metairie

836-0811
Watts_0215.indd 1
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Teachers, students and staff members are committed
By Isaac G. Joseph – Jefferson Parish Public School System Superintendent
October was “National Bullying Prevention Month.” Here in
the Jefferson Parish
Public School System
(JPPSS), the first days of October fell during our “AntiBullying Week.” Schools from across the district held
events, rallies and special themed days centered on
ending this issue that affects every school and community in our nation. The week culminated with the
Families Helping Families of Jefferson 5K and Fun
Run Against Bullying, of which I was proud to serve

as an honorary co-chair with Jefferson Parish Sheriff
Newell Normand. Many race participants were familiar JPPSS faces: students, teachers, administrators,
parents. Congratulating runners at the finish line, I
witnessed the actions and characteristics that define
National Bullying Prevention Month and our AntiBullying Week. Participants encouraged each other as
they ran their race, were respectful in competition and
celebrated everyone as they crossed the finish line.
I also witnessed part of the culture that truly
sets JPPSS apart. As educators, our work extends beyond the school walls. Seeing so many of our teachers,

students and staff members come together for such
a special cause (and on a Saturday morning), is just
more evidence of the pride they take in their schools
and their commitment to the JPPSS family. The work
we do is critically important, whether it takes place in
the classroom or in the community. It is our mission to
make Jefferson Parish Public Schools the first choice
for all stakeholders, and maintaining a welcoming,
nurturing environment is foundational to that goal.
As we move closer to Thanksgiving, a time that
has been historically dedicated to sharing time with
our families, I want to express how thankful I am to

be part of Jefferson Parish and JPPSS. I’m excited to
see the opportunities we can provide for our students
together as we make JPPSS the world class system we
all know it can be.
Isaac G. Joseph is the first African American superintendent of the Jefferson Parish Public School System (JPPSS);
the largest and most diverse school district in Louisiana serving 48,000 students. During his 30 year career with the district, Joseph served as an educator, dean of student services,
principal, assistant superintendent of human resources and
executive director of grants and federal programs.

Government
Two public meetings on the unified development code set in November

ALEXANDER ELEMENTARY H AUDUBON ELEMENTARY H BONNABEL HIGH H CHATEAU ESTATES SCHOOL

H

hall meetings were held during the summer to get
public input.
A draft of the UDC was then completed and
posted online at www.kenner.la.us/planning.html
and the goal now is to get additional public comment
based on the proposed new document.
The meetings will be held on November 10 at
The Pavilion at Kenner City Park, 3800 Loyola Drive
and on November 12 in Rivertown at Exhibition Hall,
located at 415 Williams Boulevard. Both meetings
are scheduled for 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
“Public input is critical to a successful code.
This is a great opportunity for citizens to provide
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• High expectations across the school community as we
prepare students to be college and career ready
Celebration Church pastor
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Executive Director of Principal Performance Peggy

School Board Member District IX Sandy Denapolis-Bosarge
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Two public meetings on Kenner’s proposed
new Unified Development Code will be held November 10 and November 12, 2015, according to Kenner
Planning Director Jay Hebert.
The city’s current comprehensive zoning ordinance was adopted in 1978 and has been revised
more than 130 times since then. The UDC allows the
city to reduce unnecessary zoning procedures and
address land uses that may not have existed when
the first code was approved in the 1970s.
Officials from the University of New Orleans
Planning Division were brought on board to help put
together a new comprehensive ordinance. Five town

H CLANCY-MAGGIORE ELEMENTARY H GREENLAWN TERRACE ELEMENTARY H ROOSEVELT
Paid for by the Shane Family Foundation
Spotlight Education Ad_Roosevelt_1115.indd 1
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us with comments as we are now in the final stage
of this process,” Hebert said. “Following the public
hearings, the adoption process will include a public
meeting with the planning commission at which
time they will render a recommendation to the Ken-

ner City Council.”
Hebert said the city council will have the final
say on the new UDC.
For more information, contact the Kenner
Planning Department at 468-7280.

Kenner Code Enforcement sweep uncovers
73 violations
Kenner Code Enforcement inspectors discovered 73 violations during a sweep on October 14, 2015
of two blocks of East Louisiana State and Ole Miss
drives in the Chateau Estates South subdivision.
The violations included nine for abandoned
vehicles, five for building permits, three for building maintenance, nine for soffit/fascia issues, three
for fence maintenance, nine for high grass, 12 for
litter or debris, three repairs or demolitions or-

dered, 10 unsafe electrical conditions, three unsafe
plumbing conditions, one unsafe mechanical condition, one window or screen issue, three vermin or
rodent problems, one abandoned refrigerator and
one berm obstruction.
Code sweeps are conducted regularly, based
in part on complaints received by the department,
Kenner Assistant Code Enforcement Director Rick
Walther said.

Community
Jefferson Parish Transit Department changes
several route schedules
The Jefferson Parish Department of Transit
Administration initiated the change of six existing
service schedules on the Eastbank and Westbank on
October 4, 2015.
In order to improve on-time performance and
to align service with current and future NORTA
schedules, Jefferson Transit will make the following
route and service changes:
E1 Veterans: Saturday and Sunday service; E2

Airport: Saturday and Sunday service; E3 Kenner
Local: weekday, Saturday and Sunday service; W2
Westbank Expressway: weekday service; W3 Lapalco: Weekday service and W8 Terrytown: weekday
service.
Updated schedules for all affected routes will be
available at the Jefferson Parish Transit Department’s
website at www.jeffersontransit.org. For additional
information contact Jefferson Transit at 818-1077.

Submit an anonymous tip
directly to the Kenner Police
Department about Criminal /
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject,
or Other Types of Suspicious
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.com
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Kenner Ranked number ten most ethnic and racially diverse small city
Kenner is the 10th most ethnically and racially diverse city in the country, among those with
a population under 100,000, according to the website WalletHub.
The website identified a number of U.S. Census Bureau statistics for 313 of the most populated
cities and areas in the country and focused on
three in particular – racial and ethnic diversity,

language diversity and U.S. region of birth diversity.
Based on those metrics, Kenner was number
ten in the small city category. No other Louisiana
city made the top 10 in either the small, midsize
or large city category. In an overall category comparing all cities, Kenner ranked number 27. There
was no other city in the metropolitan area within
the top 200 overall. Bossier City ranked number 85.

2nd Annual Rivertown
Main Street Jazz Brunch

Where: The Crossing, 519 Williams Blvd. Kenner, LA
When: Sunday November 8th, 11 a.m. till 2 p.m.
Price: $40.00 per ticket
*Open seating, tables of 10 can be reserved
Details of the Jazz Brunch include; New Orleans Brunch fare,
complimentary champagne, and cash bar. Donated Art will be available
for purchase from local artists. Visit EventBrite (Rivertown Jazz Brunch)
to purchase your ticket online. Free parking in Exhibition Hall parking lot.
For questions regarding tickets contact Mike Ince at mince@kenner.la.us

Show your support for the
Historic Rivertown Main Street District!
Proceeds from the Second Annual Rivertown Main Street Jazz Brunch Fundraiser will go
towards improvements to the Kenner Science Center Courtyard and the former Saints Hall
of Fame. Sponsored and developed by the Rivertown Arts Council, the proceeds will go towards
renovating the Science Center Courtyard into a shared community space that will play host
to future Art Markets. The second phase will be the improvement of the former Saints Hall of
Fame into a fully functioning Public Art Gallery.

Kenner Star Past Editions
www.kennerstar.com

“Diversity is something we are very proud of in
Kenner, “Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said. “We
know that more than one out of five residents are
Hispanic and you only have to drive down Williams
Boulevard to see the many different ethnic restaurants and other businesses.”
The website points out that ethnic change
has been ongoing for years and is forecast to con-

tinue. “By its estimates, the U.S. Census Bureau
projects that no single ethnic group will comprise
the majority in the U.S. for the first time in 2044.”
Yenni said he believes the diversity in Kenner
will make the city an appealing location for young
families and businesses for decades to come.
To see the full list of rankings visit www.wallethub.com.

Government
Replace Medicare cards online
The Social Security Administration is offering another convenient online service that can be
used with my Social Security account. Any Medicare beneficiary who has lost, damaged or needed
to replace a Medicare card can now easily order
a replacement Medicare card using their online
my Social Security account. If you are still working, you can use your my Social Security account

to view your yearly Social Security statement and
verify the accuracy of your earnings record and
obtain updated estimates of your future Social Security benefits.
Getting a Medicare replacement card is another convenient service along with the many benefits available with a my Social Security account
at www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert closing assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

Randy Lovitt
3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •
Century Title_0515.indd 1

Louisiana
Poison
Control
Center

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609
4/26/15 6:13 PM
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Hispanic market challenge
By Rafael E. Saddy
In American we have a long history
of assimilating immigrants into our country. Now it’s becoming a challenge as it is
expected that by 2020 the government
sources report Hispanics will represent 20 percent of this country’s
youth.
Where do most Hispanics come from? The majority, 63 percent,
are of Mexican origin. They are the largest and fastest growing segment
of the U.S. Hispanic population. Those of Puerto Rican descent make
up only 10 percent, according to Felipe Korzenny, Ph.D., president and
chief executive officer of Hispanic and Asian Marketing Communication Research, Inc. Those of Cuban descent make up only five percent.
The rest come from countries in Central and South America.
The size and rate of growth of the U.S. Hispanic market has made
Hispanic consumer spending an increasingly important part of the U.S.
economy. Between 1990 and 1999, Hispanic buying power in the United
States increased by 84 percent. By 2050, if the current rate of growth
continues, Hispanic purchasing power will be over $1 trillion.
Interestingly, Latinos’ spending habits differ from that of the average U.S. consumer. Data from the latest Consumer Expenditure Survey
released by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics shows that Hispanics
spend more annually on food, apparel and services than the average
consumer. Only recently has corporate America begun to take notice of

these purchasing profiles. Ten years ago, there were no numbers and no
statistics on the Hispanic market, according to a Coral Gables, Floridabased market research firm.
Young Latinos are entering a new millennium and this growth poses a major challenge to corporate America as the targeted consumer is
becoming younger and younger and maybe Spanish will not be their primary language. An example is in both Univision and Telemundo owned
by NBC Universal. Their marketing strategy shifted from Hispanic
targeting to now making efforts to attract younger Hispanic audiences
– calling on culture, if not language. Will second generation Hispanic
Americans tune in? The concern is that second and third generation
Hispanic Americans who are bilingual or only speak English will pass
over Spanish language shows. If these young viewers grow up immersed
in English language media, they are less likely to gravitate to the types of
programs that hooked their parents.
Analysts are predicting that the overall rate of Spanish speaking
will slip slightly in the next two decades. Corporate America and businesses must address this challenge in order to succeed.
Community announcements
Nov. 14 – from 10:00 a.m. to noon, legal consultations will be held
at the Kenner Hispanic Resource Center. The center offers various programs as well as access to information and referrals for all sorts of issues.
For information call 469-2570.
Nov. 20 - Sept. 13 – Gala Music presents at the Ponchartrain Center Reguetón concert with special guest from Puerto Rico Arcángel. For
information call 464-0747.

Nov. 22 – Belize Association of Louisiana presents their annual
Belize Tea Party from 2:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. Venue TBA. For information call 512-0103
Nov. 26 – Thanksgiving is a holiday set aside to give thanksgiving
for the many blessings we enjoy, it is a time for families and friends to
get together, eat probably too much and give thanks. It is also a time
that we must remember they are many families who cannot put on a
Thanksgiving feast of their own this year. And we have the opportunity
to give back to our community by becoming a sponsor of a donation to
a needed family by giving a Thanksgiving basket that will give them a
hope to realize that we are all the same and they are not alone. They are
many organizations taking donations now and we have our own Kenner
Food Bank.
Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable channel 76 or U-verse
channel 99) has Hispanic TV programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and
Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information and program schedule, go to
www.kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner TV logo.
I leave you with this thought. “Obstacles are those frightful things
you see when you take your eyes off your goal.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the governing board of directors of Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email
Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent to
P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Community
Second annual jazz brunch to help fund Rivertown
By Allan Katz
The second annual “Rivertown Main Street Jazz Brunch” is set
for Sunday, November 8, 2015, at The Crossing, located at 519 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner.
The music, food and complimentary champagne will flow from
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Art produced by local artists will be available
for purchase. Tickets are $40 each. Tables of 10 may be reserved. Last
year’s event was a sellout and Mike Ince, a member of the Kenner
Planning Department, is confident that this year’s event will also be
a sellout.
“The city of Kenner really seems to enjoy a jazz brunch for a very
good cause,” says Ince, who is special projects administrator and Main
Street Manager for Kenner’s Planning Department. For more information about tickets he can be reached by email at mince@kenner.la.us
or by phone at 468-7280.
This year’s jazz brunch will help fund major improvements to the
Kenner Science Center courtyard and the former Saints Hall of Fame.
The courtyard will be converted into a shared community space that
will be the site of future art markets while the long-closed Saints Hall
of Fame will be converted into a public art gallery. The courtyard will

feature murals painted by local artists and will be considered a rolling canvass by continually changing the murals throughout the year.
All murals will be juried by the Rivertown Arts Council before being
given approval. “With these new improvements to the Rivertown Historic District we are looking to use creative placemaking as a tool to
increase pedestrian traffic and interest to the small businesses located
in Rivertown. By doing this we know we can capture a unique sense of
place for our community,” said Ince.
“We are thinking beyond a year or two,” says Ince. “With the
encouragement of Mayor Yenni, we are taking the view that the jazz
brunch will become a Kenner tradition. Our goal is for Rivertown to
become the cultural center for not only the city of Kenner, but for Jefferson Parish.”
In November there is an additional fundraising campaign for
the courtyard and art gallery improvements in Rivertown. On all five
Mondays, in a partnership with Zea Rotisserie and Grill located at 1325
West Esplanade in Kenner, their “Dine With a Purpose” campaign will
donate ten percent of any diner’s check to Rivertown Main Street when
any patrons mentions Rivertown Main Street.

Louisiana’s START College Savings Program named fifth best in U.S.
Christian Science Monitor news organization has named
Louisiana’s START College Savings Program as the fifth best 529
plan in the nation, according to State Treasurer John Kennedy.
“START is a great program for several reasons,” said Treasurer
Kennedy. “It allows parents to make an investment in their children’s future. As Christian Science Monitor noted, START helps
parents save for their kids’ college education with little to no fees.”
A 529 plan, like START, is a savings mechanism that allows
investors to set aside what they can and have the money professionally managed for future educational expenses. Disbursements
for qualified expenses such as tuition are not subject to state or
federal taxes.

Muhleisen_0615.indd 1
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An investor can exempt up to $2,400 in deposits per account
per year from income reported on Louisiana state tax returns.
Married couples filing jointly can exempt up to $4,800 per year.
“All you need to open a START account is $10,” said Treasurer
Kennedy. “START puts saving for college in just about every parent’s reach. I’m proud that we have such a great program in Louisiana.”
START has more than 52,000 active participants and nearly $600 million in total assets. For more information on Louisiana’s START Saving Program, visit the department’s website at
www.LATreasury.com.
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Gobble up some winnings this November at Treasure Chest
By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager
Can you believe that it’s almost
Once you’re ready to feast, come sit at our table on ThanksThanksgiving? At Treasure Chest, giving Day, 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. for our Thanksgiving Buffet Spewe’re thankful to be part of such a
cial! Enjoy all-you-can-eat of all your holiday favorites without all
wonderful community. And we’re
the fuss of cooking for just $28.99! Count your blessings and your
showing our thanks the only way we know how: With a feast of
winnings!
winnings all November long.
Of course, no Thanksgiving feast is over until you’ve had desAs a bit of an appetizer, we’re going against tradition and de- sert! Saturday, November 28, grab your piece of the pie with the
claring Friday the 13th your lucky day! Friday, November 13, whet “Curve Your Enthusiasm TV Giveaway!” From 7:00 p.m. to 11:00
your appetite for winnings 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. when one lucky
p.m., five guests will be selected each hour to win slot dollars or
guest every 20 minutes will win $1,300! At 11:00 p.m. one winner
a new curved 4K LED TV! That’s a total of 25 winners! Each hour,
will get $1,300 plus any unclaimed prizes during the night!
the screen size of the TV prize will get even bigger with the 11:00
Then pile your plate high with winnings as our “Progressive
p.m. winner taking home a 78” curved screen TV!
Payday” prize continues to grow with November’s prize reaching
And if that doesn’t fill you up, just wait until you see all the
$90,000 slot dollars. On Saturday, November 14 at 9:00 p.m., 15
holiday fun we’re serving up in December! We look forward to seelucky guests will be drawn to win from $100 up to our “Progres- ing you all November long at Treasure Chest and, as always, we’ll
sive Payday” top prize of $90,000 slot dollars. And remember, if
see you on the lake!
the “Progressive Payday” prize is not won in November, a top prize
As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21 or older
of $100,000 is guaranteed to be won in December by one lucky B
to enter the casino and become a B Connected member. MemberConnected member!
ship is free and rules and restrictions apply.

Mike Garms is the general manager of Treasure Chest Casino
which is located at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake
Pontchartrain in Laketown. For more information, visit www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING
SMALL JOBS

November free live entertainment at Treasure Chest Casino
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the
casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure Chest Casino is located in
Laketown at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open
24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 a.m.
Sunday through Thursday. The casino’s phone number is 443-8000.

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters
•

Visit the casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for more
information.
Below is a list of entertainment with schedule and times subject
to change.

Wed., Nov. 4
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Wed., Nov. 11
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Wed., Nov. 18
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Wed., Nov. 25
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Nov. 5
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Thurs., Nov. 12
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Thurs., Nov. 19
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Private Party

Thurs., Nov. 26
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Esplanade

Fri., Nov. 6
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
John Pierre & Expressions

Fri., Nov. 13
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Slije Cryer & District 13

Fri., Nov. 27
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
90 Degrees West

Sat., Nov. 7
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Blue Eyed Soul Review

Sat., Nov. 14
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Robin Costello & Nouveau

Fri., Nov. 20
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Escalade Show
& Dance Band

Sun., Nov. 8
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sun., Nov. 15
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

885-0399
818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

0213-SabellasPlumbing.indd 1

Sat., Nov. 21
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Swingaroux
Sun., Nov. 22
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sat., Nov. 28
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
River City Hit Squad

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

1/25/13 7:33 PM

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

Sun., Nov. 29
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show
1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Treasure Chest Casino brings Trees of Hope to the community
this holiday season
During the upcoming holiday season, Treasure Chest Casino, located in Kenner’s Laketown, will continue in the tradition of parent
company Boyd Gaming Corporation’s “Trees of Hope,” a friendly tree
decorating competition for local non-profit organizations.
“This will give local charities the opportunity to bring awareness
to their causes while enjoying this fun event,” said Mike Garms, general manager of the Treasure Chest.
Trees pre-lit with lights, provided by Treasure Chest, will line the
walkway leading into the casino and may be decorated in any way the
organization chooses. Guests visiting the casino will be able to vote
for their favorite tree from December 1 through December 17, 2015.
An award ceremony announcing the winners will be held at 6:30

p.m. on December 18, 2015, in the Treasure Chest Showroom. The
first place winner will receive $5,000, second place will receive $2,500,
third place will receive $1,000 and the organization that comes in
fourth and fifth will each receive $500. Thirteen runners-up groups
will be awarded $300 each.
To apply for a tree, non-profit organizations are required to send
an informational email with the name and mission of the group and
a contact name, phone number and email address to Alexandra Raphiel at alexandraraphiel@boydgaming.com by November 11, 2015.
Spaces are limited and will be reserved on a first-come, first-served
basis.

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120
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Ochsner first in region to offer NCI-MATCH precision medicine cancer trial
Ochsner Cancer Institute announced recently that it is the first and only site in three
Gulf Coast states to offer the National Cancer Institute-Molecular Analysis for Therapy
Choice (NCI-MATCH) phase II precision medicine trial, known to doctors as trial EAY131,
now open through the ECOG-ACRIN Cancer
Research Group. The largest, most scientifically rigorous precision medicine trial for
cancer to date, NCI-MATCH will be available
at Ochsner locations in New Orleans, Kenner
and Baton Rouge and nearly all of Ochsner’s
40 cancer physicians will be involved. Patients
18 and older with any kind of solid tumor or
lymphoma that has returned or worsened after
standard systemic treatment, or, with any rare
kind of cancer for which there is no standard
treatment, are the primary targets for the trial.

In precision medicine, treatment is tailored
based on the characteristics of each individual.
NCI-MATCH seeks to determine whether matching certain drugs or drug combinations to people
whose tumors have specific gene abnormalities
will effectively treat their cancer, regardless of
their cancer type.
“This trial represents a significant shift in
how we approach cancer treatment,” said oncologist Jyotsna Fuloria, MD, primary investigator at
Ochsner. “Rather than looking at someone from
the perspective of the organ site involved, like
lung cancer or liver cancer, we will assess the molecular level, looking for gene mutations and how
they respond to one of the 22 treatments being
tested. For those with rare cancers, it is a chance
to determine any similarities with more common
types that may help guide treatment. For those

with cancers we see more frequently, it enables
us to narrow in even further with more and more
personalized treatment.”
“This is yet another example of how Ochsner
physicians are bringing innovative clinical trials
for the benefit of our patients” said Sohail Rao,
MD, MA, DPhil and system vice president for research. “As the largest clinical research system
in the Gulf South, we take our responsibility very
seriously and will continue to bring cutting-edge
treatment options for the patients that we serve.”
NCI-MATCH (EAY131) will match patients
with one of 22 treatments to test the use of that
specific drug or drug combination targeted to a
particular gene abnormality. Ochsner and all
other participating facilities will begin with ten
treatments; the additional 12 treatments will be
added to the trial over the next several months.

The trial seeks to enroll about 3,000 adults
nationwide for genetic testing. All patients considering the trial will need to have a new biopsy
and their tumor cells will need to undergo genetic
testing to see whether they contain one of the
gene mutations being studied.
Trial researchers expect that about onethird of the patients screened will have one or
more molecular abnormalities that match one of
the 22 treatments being studied. If so, they will
be further evaluated to determine if they are able
to be treated as part of the trial. There will be 35
patients enrolled nationwide for each drug/drug
combination being studied.
The study was co-developed by the ECOGACRIN Cancer Research Group and the National
Cancer Institute. For more information, visit
http://ecog-acrin.org/nci-match-eay131.

Ochsner and Bonnabel Magnet Academy partner in award-winning comprehensive health
The Bonnabel School Based Health Center
students and our community.”
Education classes.
and wellness efforts Nutrition
was
established
with a $550,000 grant from the
The
Healthy
Schools
Program
provides
Implemented Smart Snacks guidelines for
The Alliance for a Healthier Generation rec- school food.
Utilized the Pennington Biomedical Reognized Bonnabel Magnet Academy High School
with a 2015 National Healthy Schools Silver Award
search Center Approved Vending List food list to
for transforming its environment into a healthier
select healthy concession items.
place. Bonnabel Magnet Academy received the
Continued to have a very active student
award at the Alliance’s 2015 Leaders Summit in
Wellness Council.
Washington, DC, on October 3, 2015.
Put on an annual Bonnabel High School
Bonnabel Magnet previously won a National
Wellness Week More to encourage smart choices
Healthy Schools Bronze Award in 2013. To earn the
and healthy lifestyles through a variety of activi2015 National Healthy Schools Silver Award, Bon- ties, including teacher screenings, a teacher vs.
nabel continued their partnership with Ochsner
student volleyball game, health information and
other informative booths, and a physical activity
Health System to further improve nutrition and
day.
wellness services and physical activity programs to
“Bonnabel Magnet Academy has an excellent
meet or exceed stringent standards set by the Allistudent-led
wellness council who is proactive in
ance for a Healthier Generation’s Healthy Schools
making
their
peers aware of healthy choices and
Program.
lifestyles,”
said
Bonnabel Principal Dawn Kalb.
As a recipient of the National Healthy Schools
“I
am
proud
of
their
hard work and leadership in
Silver Award, Bonnabel Magnet Academy:
making
a
difference
on our campus by promoting
Offered wellness activities for school staff,
the
greatest
wealth
of
all – health!”
including walking maps, pedometers and health
“Childhood
obesity
is a huge health issue in
screenings through Ochsner Health System.
Incorporated produce from the school gar- our state, but it also affects students’ ability to
achieve academically and be successful in life,”
den into ProStart cooking classes.
said Nancy Tigert, the nurse practitioner for the
Organized a field trip to a garden to learn
Bonnabel School-based health center through
farm to table concepts.
Enforced messages about agriculture and Ochsner Health System. “It’s been inspiring being
the one on the ground, watching their progress.
nutrition through Cooking Up Healthy Options
and Portions CHOP and LSU Agricultural Center Ochsner is so proud to invest in the future of these

W.K. Kellogg Foundation and is sustained through
a grant from the Office of Public Health – Adolescent School Health Initiative. Ochsner Health System is the center’s medical partner providing a full
time nurse practitioner, medical supplies and wellness programs for both students and staff. Other
partners include Access Health Louisiana, Baptist
Community Ministries, Celebration Hope Center
and Jefferson Parish Human Services Authority.
The School Based Health Center is operated by
Jefferson Parish Public School System.
The Alliance for a Healthier Generation,
founded by the American Heart Association and the
Clinton Foundation, launched the Healthy Schools
Program in 2006 with funding from the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation. To become a healthier place
for students to learn and staff to work, any school
in the United States can enroll and receive assistance and support, at no cost. Find out more at www.
HealthierGeneration.org.

19,405
THAT’S THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTER
HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER THAT RECEIVE THE
KENNER STAR FREE IN THE MAIL EACH MONTH!

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads

The Executive
Achievers Association meets
for breakfast at 7 a.m.

Learn Leadership Skills

Thursday, November 12, 2015

Be A Confident Public Speaker

at Messina’s Catering,
2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member
EAA_1115.indd 1

schools guidance, professional development, access to national experts and evidence-based
resources and tools to help them create and sustain healthy school environments. The Alliance’s
Healthy Schools Program has helped more than
30,000 schools increase quality physical activity,
health education and healthy eating; and this year,
376 schools are being recognized with a National
Healthy Schools Award.
“Ochsner’s partnership with the Jefferson
Parish School System is one of our most successful efforts to improve the health and wellness of
the communities we serve,” said Avery Corenswet,
vice president of community outreach at Ochsner Health System. “The students of the Wellness Council at Bonnabel have shown that they
can make a difference in the lives of their peers
and teachers by their leadership and passion for
a healthy school. We are proud to be part of the
efforts to empower the next generation of health
advocates.”
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Yenni wins
from page 1

in order to be sworn in on inauguration day, January
6, 2016. Yenni can send a letter to Louisiana’s Secretary of State at any time notifying the office of his anticipated vacancy date. The next state election date
is March 5, 2016. Laws require a four-week time period must exist prior to the date candidates can qualify
for an election, in this case, qualifying is December
2, 3 and 4, 2015 for the March 5 election. However,
the required time period could possibly not be met.
If Yenni does notify the secretary of state and the
Kenner City Council calls and holds a special council
meeting to approve the March 5 election day, council

Kenner Mayor and Jefferson Parish
President-elect Michael S. Yenni,
his wife Michelle Swanner Yenni and daughter,
Reagan, celebrate his win on election night.

approval would have to happen prior to November 4,
2015 – the only circumstances that would allow for
a mayoral election on March 5, 2016. The next regularly scheduled council meeting, November 5, 2015,
would not allow for the required time period to pass.
If the requirements for a March 5 election date
are not met, the next scheduled state election date is
November 8, 2016, the presidential and Congressional primary, which would probably then be the only
feasible date to hold a mayoral election in Kenner, as
city officials report that calling a special election in
Kenner would cost the city over a quarter of a million
dollars. Scheduling the mayoral election on a state
election day would not cost the city.
Kenner City Attorney Michael J. Power said,
“The city has to merge the Kenner City Charter provisions with the state election code provisions. As per
the city charter, resolutions (calling a special election) are not effective until 10 days after advertising. The official journal publishes Kenner legals one
week after a council meeting, so a council resolution
would not have effect until 17 days after it is adopted.
I don’t know if the secretary of state would accept
a resolution calling a special election under this circumstance.”
City charter also provides for the current
president of the Kenner City Council to become the
interim mayor when Yenni’s resignation becomes effective. Custom has been that the Kenner City Council elects a new president and vice president prior to
their first July and January meeting each year, which
is when they are seated. At its December 17, 2015
meeting, the council is expected to elect a new president, who will eventually become interim mayor until a Kenner mayoral election is eventually held and
the votes are promulgated, or certified, by the Louisiana Secretary of State’s office. When elected, the
mayor replacing Yenni will fulfill Yenni’s unexpired
term, which ends June 30, 2018.
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Yenni supporters celebrate his election night victory at Chateau Golf and Country Club.

ATTENTION
KENNER RESIDENTS
Do you need assistance with your rent or utilities?
Are you being evicted and/or your utilities turned off?
The City of Kenner
Community Development Department has an

Emergency Rent & Utility Assistance Program
that you may qualify for

TO BE ELIGIBLE YOU MUST:
• Be a current resident of kenner (six month minimum)
• Have a valid drivers license or state I.D.
• Have a court ordered eviction notice signed by a judge
• Have a utility disconnect notice in your name
• Cannot currently be on public housing or other rent assistance
Program
• Income verification required – income guidelines apply
To pick up an application or receive additional information on program
requirements please call or visit any one of the following Community Centers:

Hispanic Resource Center
4312 Florida Street, Kenner
(504) 469-2570

Delivered
electronically
each month.

Kenner Food Bank

315 Worth Street, Kenner 70062
(504) 468-7220

Martin Luther King Resource Center
1042 31st Street, Kenner
(504) 466-0697

Michael S. Yenni
Mayor

Arleeta O. Terrell

Community Development Director

KCD_Renters Assistance_1115.indd 1
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Come watch
your football at
Stepbrothers.
Nobody does it
better than us!
OPEN 11 am - 4 am

Read the Kenner Star on your mobile device - computer,
iPad, Kindle or cellphone!
Send your email address to kennerstarnews@aol.com
For past editions visit www.kennerstar.com

We are the place
to watch LSU &
Saints games
on our 19 TVs.
Not a bad seat
in the house.

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

Beer bucket specials, great
food & special giveaways
throughout the season. DJ
before, during & after the
game. NFL Ticket. WIFI.

Come early on Sunday
for our Bloody Mary
Specials & pregame
shows on so you
can make sure your
Fantasy Team lineup
is the best it can be.

WE HAVE YOU COVERED THURSDAY-MONDAY FOR FOOTBALL.
NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!
Stepbrothers_1115.indd 1
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JEFFERSON PARISH
OCTOBER 24, 2015 ELECTION RESULTS
Sheriff
Newell Normand (incumbent)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 76,378
Anthony Bloise .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10,549
33.2% turnout
Councilman at Large, Division A
Christopher “Chris” Roberts (incumbent) .  .  .  . 42,057
“Louie” Congemi  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 21,064
James E. “Jimmy” Lawson, Jr. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20,683
32% turnout

Food bank
from page 1

but in Kenner, there are still many who are ill, who
are unemployed, who are single parents or who are
senior citizens whose budgets just don’t stretch far
enough. Many months, they have to choose between
filling prescriptions or buying groceries. That’s why
we’re here.”
Terrell says if you would like to make a financial contribution or donate non-perishable food
items, please call Shantelle Miller at 468-7220, or

Frances Turner at 468-7588 to find out if you should
bring your gift to either the old food bank on Worth
Street or the new food bank on Oxley.
“Many Kenner families choose to have their
children bring their gifts to the food bank as a way
of teaching them the importance of giving back to
their community,” said Terrell. “It warms our hearts
to see the kids come through the door and I think it
teaches them a valuable lesson that will stay with
them for their entire lives.”

Landscaping & Design,
Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,
Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal

from page 1

outlay process in Baton Rouge and also noted the
support and assistance from Kenner District 3
Councilman Keith Reynaud.
Once a low bidder is selected for the job, construction could begin in January or February, 2016,
assuming no unexpected delays, Gonzalez said.
Yenni thanked the residents who have been
pushing for the drainage work and dealing with
the flooding for so long for their perseverance and
patience.
City officials said several district council
members have worked hard on this issue over the

years – former Kenner District 3 councilmembers
Jeannie Black, Ben Zahn along with Reynaud, Yenni said, who added that former Kenner Councilwoman Michele Branigan also was a part of many
meetings. “I also want to thank the engineers who
came up with the solution and Jose Gonzalez, who
has managed to come up with different patchwork
solutions as the fight to get state money dragged
on,” he said.
In the future, a groundbreaking for the project will be held, combined with an informational
meeting provide more specific details about the
work to be performed. A date for that groundbreaking has not yet been scheduled.

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

Veteran’s Day

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation

from page 1

Systems, Fountains, Grading,

a number of other command positions, including
serving as commanding general of the 2nd Infantry
Division in South Korea, until his retirement in 2008.
Lt. General Honore is no stranger to Kenner. In

Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial
Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured
0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd 1

Lake Trail

2/22/13 9:36 PM

2013, he was the featured speaker at Kenner Mayor
Michael S. Yenni’s 4th Annual Prayer Breakfast.
“It is such an honor to have Lt. Gen. Honore’
offer some words of wisdom and patriotism at our
Veteran’s Day ceremony,” Kenner Mayor Michael
Yenni. “It is important to remember the soldiers who
guarantee the freedoms we have in this country.”

Have a
street
light out
in your neighborhood?
Click on Entergy’s new online portal
to submit streetlight problems.
This is the fastest way to get the issue to them.
https://secure.entergy.com/forms/StreetLights.aspx?FormId=132&RegionId=LA
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STATE OF LOUISIANA OCTOBER 24, 2015 ELECTION RESULTS
Governor
Runoff election November 8, 2015
John Bel Edwards .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 444,061
David Vitter .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 256,105
Scott A. Angelle .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
“Jay” Dardenne .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Cary Deaton .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
S. L. Simpson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Beryl Billiot  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Jeremy “JW” Odom  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Eric Paul Orgeron .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

214,907
166,553
11,750
7,411
5,690
4,755
2,244

Lieutenant Governor
Runoff election November 8, 2015
Melvin L. “Kip” Holden .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 360,679
“Billy” Nungesser  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 324,654

Secretary of State
Winner
“Tom” Schedler .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 649,153
“Chris” Tyson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 394,153

Commissioner of Agriculture and Forestry
Winner
Michael G. “Mike” Strain .  .  .  .  .  .  . 603,557
“Charlie” Greer . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 312,335
Jamie LaBranche .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 85,363
Adrian “Ace” Juttner .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 36,180

Attorney General
Runoff election November 8, 2015
James D. “Buddy” Caldwell .  .  .  .  . 376,187
“Jeff” Landry  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 347,441

Commissioner of Insurance
Winner
“Jim” Donelon .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 561,382
Charlotte C. McDaniel McGehee .  .  .  . 199,371
Matt Parker  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 147,481
Donald Hodge, Jr. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 140,491

Geraldine “Geri” Broussard Baloney .  .  . 187,332
“Marty” Maley .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 37,787
Treasurer
Winner
John Kennedy  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 787,128
Jennifer Treadway . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 195,595

BESE District 1
Winner
James “Jim” Garvey  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 40,938
Lee Price Barrios  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11,863

John Young  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 313,183
Elbert Lee Guillory  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 85,460

BESE District 2
Winner
Kira Orange Jones  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12,137
Kama Tamara Washington .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4,682

—Thomas Jefferson

bELLCO ELECTRiC

7 Da
A W ys
eek

Residential • Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES
LA License #28613

“The man who stops
advertising to save
money is like
the man who
stops the clock
to save time.”

24-hour electricAl service

REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE
BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS

SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE

We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

over
30 Years
experience

455-2355

No Job Too Small - We Do all!
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Danielle KornDorffer
RealtoR®®

Cell: 504-250-1610
Office: 504-468-7979
Fax: 504-883-5272

daniellekorndorffer@realtyexecutives.com
www.realtyexecutives.com

Advertise in the
KENNER STHR • 468-9125

Se la

3525 Hessmer Avenue • Suite 301 • Metairie, LA 70002
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
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