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Kenner makes list
of safest cities in
Louisiana
Kenner has been included on a list of the safest
cities in Louisiana compiled by the website www.
OnlyinYourState.com.
According to the website, the list was based on
violent crimes reported to the FBI in 2013, which
includes murder and non-negligent manslaughter,
forcible rape, robbery and aggravated assault.
Kenner, with nearly 67,000 residents, is by
far the largest Louisiana city to make the list and
recorded 2.88 violent crimes per every 1000 residents.
The other cities on the list all range between 2,000
residents and approximately 14,000 residents.
According to the website, “Since larger cities
tend to have more crime in general, only places with
populations of over 2,000 were considered.”
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said he is
proud that Kenner made the list. “Considering that
Kenner is nearly five times larger than the next
largest city on the list, it’s quite a testament to the
dedication and hard work of the city’s police officers,
led by Chief Michael Glaser. You would think that
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Who has to clean up
graffiti? In most cases,
the property owner
By Allan Katz
If a vandal scrawls graffiti across the walls of
your property, who has to clean up the mess?
In a word, the answer is you, the property owner
who no doubt is already furious on discovering that
some unskilled would-be artist has defaced his or her
property.
An ordinance passed on August 20, 2015, by the
Kenner City Council makes it clear that unless the
graffiti perpetrator is caught, the responsibility for
cleanup lies with the property owner.
The authors of the ordinance are Kenner
Councilman-at-large Keith Conley and Kenner
District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud. Councilman
Conley, Councilman Reynaud and Kenner Inspection
and Code Enforcement Assistant Director Rick
Walther worked with the city’s attorney’s office
to develop legislation that would provide for the
eventual removal of graffiti from private and public
property after official complaints were made to the
city. The new law gives property owners 30 days to
remove graffiti after receiving notification from the
city or the property owner will have to appear in
Kenner’s Mayor’s Court to explain why it has not been
removed. Property owners can now be fined if graffiti
is not removed in a timely fashion.
“I received a phone call from a constituent about
offensive graffiti that had appeared overnight near
page 23
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City of Kenner selected as ideal site for NFL-affiliated assisted living
center open to all
Kenner District 5 Councilman Dominick
By Allan Katz

The city of Kenner beat off several other
communities in a competition to provide the site for
a 104,000 square foot state-of-the-art NFL-affiliated
assisted living center for some 160 plus residents
with the added capability and facilities to provide
specialized treatment in memory loss for those
residents in need of such care.
Developer, Validus Senior Living of Tampa,
Florida, will build the assisted living facility in
Kenner at Loyola and Vintage drives on a nineacre site owned by Robert Liljeberg. Validus, an
assisted care facilities operator, is purchasing
the property from Liljeberg. The complex, named
“Inspired Living at Kenner,” will have a memory

“Most of the residents
will be ordinary citizens
looking for a comfortable
place to retire and
enjoy life with the ability
to have some living
assistance.”

care clinic, swimming pool, walking path, golf
putting green, ponds, dog park and fishing pier,
among other amenities.

Impastato, who played a key role in the selection,
said, “Initially, the Validus people were looking for a
north shore site either in St. Tammany or Tangipahoa
parishes. But, the more they looked, the better they
liked Kenner. They liked our proximity to the Louis
Armstrong Airport. They liked our access to Interstate
10. They liked the configuration of major streets in
north Kenner. They liked that their center will be
close to nice restaurants and supermarkets. And, they
especially liked that their site will put them adjacent
to the excellent Ochsner Medical Center in Kenner.”
Councilman Impastato said another key factor
in the selection of Kenner was the willingness of
the adjacent residential neighborhood to work
with the developer.
page 23

Treasure Chest Casino celebrates 21st anniversary in Kenner, source
of $125 million
income to city
In its first year of operation, 21 years ago,
Treasure Chest Casino paid the city of Kenner over
$7 million. Since then, annual revenue to the city has
ranged from $4.5 million to $7.9 million, totaling $125
million.
The current lease formula, as originally
adopted by the city council, calls for the city of
Kenner to annually receive two percent of Treasure
Chest’s net gaming proceeds plus $2.50 per boarding
passenger. Of that amount, the Kenner Police
Department gets a full one percent of the net gaming
proceeds, 24 percent of the second one percent net
gaming proceeds and 24 percent of the passenger
fees accounting for approximately te10 percent of
the KPD’s budget. The city receives the 76 percent
balance of the second one percent of net gaming
proceeds along with 76 percent of the passenger fees.
Of the money paid by Treasure Chest Casino to

the city, by city ordinance, 50 percent is dedicated to
citywide capital projects, 25 percent is divided equally
to each council district for capital infrastructure
maintenance and construction and

the remaining 25 percent is used for reduction of the
city’s debt. In 1994, when the Kenner City Council
agreed upon this disbursement formula it became the
page 23

Kenner’s Community Development
Department wins a pair of state awards
Kenner’s
Community
Development
Department and employee Joan Baptiste received
awards related to a pair of city programs at the
recent annual Louisiana Housing Council Legislative
Conference and Business meeting held in Baton
Rouge.
Baptiste was given the “Meritorious Continuing
Performance by an Employee” for her work with the
department’s First Time Homebuyers Assistance
Program (FTHB).
“Since Joan’s employment with the city in 2014,
she has greatly improved the management of the

program and its expenditure of funds,” said Kenner
Community Development Director Arleeta Terrell,
whose department oversees the FTHB program.
Terrell said Baptiste joined the department in
June 2014 and within six months her hard work led
to the successful closing of 10 applications, eventually
resulting in 10 new homeowners in the city of Kenner.
The city’s Community Development Department
was awarded the “Meritorious Accomplishment
in Housing Award” for its Individual and Family
Essential Services program,” Terrell said.
page 23

Shantel Miller, Kenner’s Individual and
Family Essential Services program administrator,
Kenner Community Development Director
Arleeta Terrell and IFES program beneficiary
Clarence Jones are shown with their state awards.
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AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062
SAVE THE DATE!

one world one sky: Big Birds

Saturday, October 17, 2015

At Muss Bertolino Stadium
620 West Esplanade Avenue

Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 27 minutes Adventure
Presented by:

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Dream to Fly

Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes
HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2015
SHOWTIME AT 8PM
NO
OUTSIDE
FOOD!

6PM – 8PM

Free Admission

NO
OUTSIDE
DRINKS!

NO
PETS
ALLOWED!

Bring a
blanket
or lawn chair
for seating!

Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical
dragon flights thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic
carpet rides. Leonardo da Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his fantastic
drawings and through his eyes, we learned to look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your audience’s
hearts and minds to new ideas about flight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient
impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

Fright Light

Saturday - 1 p.m. H Running time: 50 minutes

There are no tricks, but plenty of treats in this “frightfully” entertaining laser light show!
Back by popular demand, Fright Light is a “monster” of a show and promises to thrill
audiences of all ages with a medley of fun Halloween themed tunes and laser animations. Musical selections
include Thriller, Monster Mash, Men in Black, Purple People Eater, and Iron Man among many others.

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten,
or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our solar
system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back to look
at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

 Wear your best costume to win a prize!
 Halloween photos available for purchase $5 each!
 Concessions for sale, no outside food/drink allowed!
TRUNKERS NEEDED! If you are a member of a church, school or other service
organization and would like to sponsor a trunk, please contact Heidi Glorioso in
the Kenner Parks and Recreation Department at 504-468-7211 or
hglorioso@kenner.la.us

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY H Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show H Children/Seniors, $5 per show H Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

show schedule subject to change

MegadomeAd_0915.indd 1

8/16/15 2:54 PM

Fresh fruits, vegetables & dairy for sale grown locally!
Homemade jams and jellies!
Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!

NOW Open Every Saturday • 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

FREE PARKING AND ADMISSION
400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

To become a vendor
or for more information call Nancy Ladner,
Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211
visit www.kenner.la.us
Farmers Market_0615.indd 1
CityofKennerFP_0915.indd 1

www.Facebook.com/RivertownFarmersMarket
5/23/15 6:05 AM
8/29/15 8:13 AM
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Take advantage of

SMART
BANKING
TECHNOLOGIES

hOme.

Gulf Coast Bank’s online services offer smart banking
technologies to make banking with us convenient and secure!

At Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner, you will have access
to the highest level of care, private delivery rooms and a
personalized birthing experience all conveniently located
close to home. From doctor visits, to birth and even after,
your experience will be comfortable for both you and
your baby.

Take advantage of
these services now with
a personal checking account.
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Ochsner Health Center – Kenner
200 West Esplanade, Suite 501
Kenner, LA 70065
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Stavo, is always on the mark with the hottest trending food craze – this
time, the soft, chewy pretzel roll. He has been after me to bake them for
months and I finally did. To our delight!

502 Rue de Sante, Suite 206
LaPlace, LA 70068
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Stavo built the most delicious sandwiches on the coarse sea salt-topped
pretzel rolls – which he first toasted in the oven – with runny scrambled
eggs, white cheddar, bacon and jalapeños. Yum! Yum!

44

Women's services coming soon to Destrehan!

Don’t be intimidated by the boiling of the dough; it’s easy and soon you’ll
be boiling bagels, as well!
Dough: 1 tablespoon instant yeast; 2 tablespoons vegetable oil; 2 cups warm
milk; 1 1/2 cups warm water; 2 teaspoons salt; 6 to 8 cups all-purpose flour

To schedule an appointment, please call
504.443.9500 or visit ochsner.org/kenner

Boiling water: Large pot of water; 1 tablespoon sugar; 1/4 cup baking soda
Coarse sea salt for sprinkling atop rolls
In my stand mixer, or by hand – as I’ve done both ways – mix yeast, oil, warmed milk and warmed water. Add salt and
2 cups of flour. Mix. Add the rest of the flour, in small batches, until a dough ball forms and sweeps the sides of the
stainless steel mixing bowl. Knead for 3 to 4 minutes. Now drizzle a bit of olive oil over the dough and rub all around.
Cover with a cloth to rise for almost two hours. It should rise beautifully for you!
After two hours, take the dough ball and place on a floured surface and divide into 16 to 18 pieces. Roll each piece
into a neat little ball. Allow to rest for 15 to 20 minutes.
Meanwhile, bring the water and sugar and baking soda to a boil. Preheat oven to 425°. Now place about 3 to 4 dough
balls in the water at a time, building for 30 minutes per side. The longer the boil, the more chewy the pretzel roll will
be. Remove with a slotted spoon or spatula and place on a greased baking sheet pan. Slice 2 or 3 slits in the top of
each unbaked roll – it’s ok if dough looks wrinkled and weird. Sprinkle each generously with coarse salt. Place in oven
and bake for 20 to 22 minutes or until rolls are a gorgeous golden brown.

¡SOMOS MÉDICOS BILINGÜES! (español –inglés)
Your appointment is just a few clicks away with

ONLINE APPOINTMENT SCHEDULING
for patients through

.

Visit my.ochsner.org.

Next day rolls are awesome when rewarmed in a high heat oven, crisp on the outside, and doughy and chewy on the
inside. Add powerfully flavorful ingredients to your pretzel rolls! They can handle it. Enjoy!
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are
welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions
and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Recipe Corner_0915.indd 1

8/29/15 9:31 PM

Primary Care AD_5w-13.125t.indd 1

2/19/15 2:57 PM
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Fifth Annual
’s

Kenner Wine and Food Event
Thursday, October 1st 6:30 – 9:30pm. Poolside, Dressy Casual.
Limited tickets available online at www.chateaugcc.com
or at Chateau Country Club main office

100 different wines
Cuisines from top local restaurants

Tickets $75 per person
$90 at the door

Over 100 types of wines including Caymus, Meiomi, Jordan, Silver Oak, Ruffino, GH Mumm, Franciscan,
La Crema, Sonoma Cutrer, Perrier Jouet, Justin, & Fess Parker.
RESTAURANTS: 12 Seasons • Acme Oyster House • Arnaud’s • Bravo’s • Brisbi’s • Café du Monde • Casa Garcia • Chateau Café • Chateau GCC
Chateau Pub • Copeland’s • Deanie’s • Desi Vega’s • Dorignac’s • Drago’s • Galatoire’s • Gambino’s • Kupcake Factory • LaBella’s • Messina’s
Mr. B’s • Mr. Ed’s • Pascal’s Manale • Perrone & Sons • Restaurant Cypress • R’evolution • Royal Palm • Tastee Donuts • Zea
Proceeds go to the Louisiana Hospitality Foundation. LHF Improving Louisiana in a variety of ways & providing support to the
education, health and social welfare for the children in our community. www.louisianahospitalityfoundation.org
Sponsored by Chateau Country Club, Kipper’s Communications, Mayor Mike Yenni,
Nicoll’s Limos, HRI Properties, Billy Nungesser. Photos by David Paul Studio.

Entertainment by Groovy 7.

Photo Booth by Boogie Booth, Door Prizes, Silent Auctions, Don Juan Cigar Bar with Premium Spirits & Local Craft Beers!

CHATEAU WINE & CHEESE_0915.indd 1

8/29/15 9:00 AM

www.nolasportsmedicine.com
Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy
Orthopedic Center_1114.indd 1

467-5900

671 W. Esplanade

943-5777

889-2663

7030 Canal Boulevard 4921 Airline Drive
10/24/14 8:44 PM
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from The Editor

Kenner much better prepared for hurricanes than in 2005
By Allan Katz

For the 2015
nor was the city included in emergency planning
hurricane season, meetings with Jefferson Parish or the state of
veterans of Hurri- Louisiana.
cane Katrina say that
Today, we’re a part of the team and work
the city of Kenner is
collaboratively with many entities,” says Dodt.
much better protect- says Dodt. “Back in 2005, our communications
ed and organized to handle a storm than it was
system broke down so we had to send our mes10 years ago.
sengers into the storm when we wanted to give
Doug Dodt, coordinator of Kenner’s Office of
directions or change the plan. We think that today
Emergency Management, says, “Today, we have
we have a much better communications system
better levees. We have coordinated planning with
that will be able to handle the stress of any major
the feds, the state, the parish and local officials. A hurricane.”
storm is still a storm. If we had another Katrina, it
Dodt also gives credit to the East Jefferson
would not be a picnic by any stretch of the imagi- Levee District and the U.S. Army Corps of Engination. But our resources to respond to it and our
neers who have significantly improved the levee
ability to communicate with one another are infi- protection that now surrounds Kenner. “They’re
nitely improved.”
still working on parts of it but it is a vast improveIn 2005, Kenner did not have an office of
ment over what we had 10 years ago,” says Dodt.
emergency management. Planning was started in “The area around the St. Charles-Jefferson Parish
cooperation with the Kenner Police Department
line has always been a flood zone that impacted
in 2007 and Mayor Michael S. Yenni established
Kenner negatively. Improvements have been
the office in 2010. Also at the time of Katrina, made and we’re very hopeful that area will not be
there was no official coordination between Ken- flooded as in the past.”
ner and the federal Office of Homeland Security
Dodt says another positive factor in getting

SEPTEMBER 2015

ready for a storm is the good relationships between Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni, Kenner
Police Chief Michael Glaser and Kenner Fire
Chief John Hellmers. The fourth member of the
executive planning team for Kenner’s emergency
management response is Dodt.
“The mayor, the police chief and the fire chief
respect one another and work well together,” says
Dodt. “That sense of team, shared goals and respect are really important when you’re responding to high winds and rising water. With Yenni,
Glaser and Hellmers giving the orders, we have
a very smooth operation. That is especially important when you’re asking your people to go out in
the storm and put their lives on the line.”
Dodt and others who remember Hurricane
Katrina say that while much has been improved
in terms of emergency management, there is no
substitute for the dedication demonstrated by
the city’s workers, police officers and firefighters
during Katrina. “The city workers, police and firefighters went out in the storm not knowing if they
would come back,” says Dodt. “Public employees
and first responders worked incredibly long and

difficult hours under extremely hazardous conditions.”
Dodt says another vital improvement is the
development of an emergency operations center
for use during a storm. “We have advanced communication facilities, a briefing room and an operations room. The center is where emergency
response activities are coordinated. It includes
housing and provisions for our essential personnel,” said Dodt.
“Katrina was no place for the weak of heart.
Our people had determination and commitment
but are better trained and equipped now and in
the future are certain to rise to the occasion again.
So, residents of Kenner, rest assured your
city’s officials have taken positive steps over the
last ten years to make Kenner greatly better prepared to handle major storms and hurricanes –
before, during and after.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@
bellsouth.net.
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The widespread panic among Democrats
By Jeff Crouere tential legal problems regarding the potential exposure
of top secret information via her email communications.
In recent months, In response to the FBI, Clinton provided her email
most media attention
server, which had been wiped clean, and thumb drives,
has centered on the
which included the electronic copies of the emails she
Republican Party and
had previously provided.
the 17 candidates running for president. While the first
Vital questions remain unanswered regarding the
GOP debate generated historic ratings and the Donald “personal” emails that Clinton did not disclose. She said it
Trump campaign continues to garner headlines, report- involved topics such as her daughter’s wedding; however,
ers are beginning to realize that the Democratic presi- investigators should be allowed to determine whether any
dential race has become interesting.
classified information was communicated. We already
Presumed front runner Hillary Clinton is in a melt- know from a partial sampling of the released emails that
down; losing to Senator Bernie Sanders, a Vermont social- Clinton likely mishandled national security secrets, so it
ist, in New Hampshire and seeing her lead evaporate in
seems quite possible that the other emails contained data
Iowa. While Clinton’s speeches are lame and her crowds
that should have been secured. Other people who mishanare sparse, Sanders is making fiery speeches and generat- dled national security information have been prosecuted,
ing huge audiences. Democrat activists are thirsting for a
but it remains to be seen whether Hillary Clinton will be
genuine liberal, not one manufactured from polls, consul- held to the same standard. A formal criminal investigation
tant talking points and pure political ambition.
should be launched and led by an independent special
Once again, Hillary Clinton has been exposed as a
prosecutor. These scandals, along with the continuing
horrible presidential candidate. Back in 2008, she was
controversy about her role in the Benghazi cover-up and
the heavy favorite but lost the Democratic presidential
the questionable Clinton Foundation donations may be too
nomination to an upstart Senator from Illinois, Barack overwhelming for Hillary to effectively continue her camObama. In this race, Clinton, once considered a lock for
paign. If she does not exit the race, her party may push for
the nomination, is being seriously challenged by the so- alternatives who are not so enmeshed in scandal.
cialist Sanders.
Currently, her main challenger is Sanders, who calls
Through two presidential campaigns, Clinton has
for higher taxes, more government intrusion into the lives
displayed little charisma, poor speaking skills and no
of Americans, more political correctness and a system of
genuine empathy for suffering Americans. In essence, government akin to Sweden. The Vermont Senator wants
she is a robotic politician who does not connect with
to expand the federal government’s role to an extent unvoters. She refuses to address the media on a regular
precedented in our nation’s history.
basis and on the rare occasions that tough questions are
With Hillary tainted by scandal and her top opponent
asked, she quickly retreats.
a 73-year-old socialist, it is hardly surprising that key DemoAt a recent news conference, Fox News reporter Ed
crats are furiously searching for another major presidential
Henry pressed Mrs. Clinton on the possible inclusion of
candidate to enter the race. Unfortunately, none of the
classified materials on her personal email server. He asked
alternatives are too appealing. Liberal icons such as SecreClinton whether the server was wiped clean. In response, tary of State John Kerry and former Vice President Al Gore
she tried to make a joke of it by asking, “Like with a cloth?” have previously lost presidential campaigns. While MassaThe joke fell flat, just like her entire campaign has fallen
chusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren is loved by some liberflat and has failed to ignite enthusiasm from voters.
als, she is a relative newcomer to the U.S. Senate and has
Along with political troubles, Clinton is facing po- not established a strong national network of supporters.

The best alternative for Democrats may be Vice
President Joe Biden, who received the “blessing” from
President Obama to launch a presidential campaign. With
Democratic Party insiders pushing him to enter the race, it
is clear that Biden is giving it serious consideration.
Although Biden may be acceptable to the president and party leaders, he is not an ideal candidate. He
is 72-years-old and has already lost two presidential races.
Throughout his political career and especially in his position as vice president, Biden has been prone to commit
major gaffes and make embarrassing statements. Recent
polls show him running a distant third in the race for the
Democratic Party presidential nomination, even trailing
Sanders by a significant margin.
Despite the weak poll numbers, it is now likely
that Biden will enter the race. He certainly realizes how
damaged Hillary Clinton has become. For example, a recent Rasmussen poll found that 46 percent of Americans
believe that Clinton should suspend her campaign to deal
with the email scandal. The former First Lady also has to
deal with the upcoming congressional hearings into the
Benghazi attack and the ongoing questions about the fundraising activities involving her family foundation.
Getting lost in the media coverage of her problems is the supposed rationale for Clinton to be elected
as the first woman president in our country’s history. As
with her husband, Clinton’s scandals are overwhelming
her supposed accomplishments.
All of this means more competition for Hillary
Clinton and the possibility that she will indeed make
history, but for the wrong reasons.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his
Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m.
Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, Channel
32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on
radio station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the
north shore. Crouere is a political analyst for WGNOTV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Proud that Kenner is one of safest cities in the state
By Michael S. Yenni – Kenner Mayor
I often brag about
our Kenner Police Department and the level
of safety our citizens
feel each and every
day in Kenner as one of the biggest positives of living here.
Now I have some additional statistics to back
me up. According to the website www.OnlyinYourState.com, Kenner is one of the safest cities in
the state when it comes to violent crime.
This wasn’t just someone’s opinion. The website used crime statistics that cities are required
to report to the FBI each year and then calculated

an average of violent crimes per 1,000 residents.
You would think that only the smallest cities in the
state would make the cut – towns where violent
crime rarely if ever happens.
And for the most part, that’s what you see on
the list. Places like DeQuincy, Blanchard and Golden
Meadow. With 2,000 or 3,000 residents, those three
cities made the top of the list because each registered
no violent crimes for all of 2013.
I was proud to see Harahan on the list with us.
Their violent crime rate of 1.61 is something city officials and residents should be proud of. Even though
Kenner is more than five times larger than Harahan,
our violent crime rate of 2.88 is fairly close to what

Harahan residents enjoy.
I am particularly proud of the incredible
work done every day in our city by the members of
the police department and Chief Michael Glaser.
In many cities our size – Kenner is the sixth largest city in the state – violent crime is simply an
unfortunate fact of life, particularly for cities part
of a larger metropolitan area.
I believe the excellent working relationship
Chief Glaser and I have – along with a city council
committed to assisting the police department whenever possible despite limited finances – makes a big
difference.
This has been an incredible few months in

Kenner, from the opening of a new shopping center and the huge home decor retailer At Home, to
development plans announced for one of the city’s
most prominent intersections and the decision by
the APV Pro Beach Volleyball tour to choose Laketown in May as one of just seven tournament sites
for 2015.
The way I described Kenner in my state of the
city address last month has never been truer, and I
have never been prouder of my home town. Kenner is
definitely “Safe, sound and strong.”
Mayor Yenni can be reached at 468-7240 or by
email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Kenner economic development is booming
By Annalisa Kelly – Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission Economic Development Specialist for Kenner
As the city of
Kenner’s Economic
Development Specialist through the Jefferson Parish Economic
Development Commission (JEDCO), I have a unique
opportunity to share the excitement surrounding Kenner’s successes with a variety of businesses, investors
and community stakeholders. Earlier this month I sat
down with an industry consultant from Atlanta who
was interested in learning about what was happening

in Kenner. We discussed the new airport, scheduled to
be built over the next several years, complete with 30
new gates, a new hotel and a new Interstate-10 ramp,
as well as the many airport buyout properties set to
be auctioned into commerce over the next year. We
discussed Laketown, an incredible opportunity for
waterfront development adjacent to other assets such
as the Treasure Chest Casino, Pontchartrain Center
and Coconut Beach, featuring the largest manmade
outdoor sand volleyball courts in the country. We
discussed historic Rivertown, Jefferson Parish’s only

Hail Damage?

BBB

Since 1965
Locally Owned
& Operated
Licensed & Insured

CONSTRUCTION CO FREE ESTIMATES
2158 Kenner Ave — Kenner, LA

504-467-6998

Triple BBB Construction_0915.indd 1

8/29/15 9:04 AM

Louisiana Main Street in partnership with the National Trust for Historic Preservation. And we discussed the Kenner 2030 streetscape and beautification projects that are underway, designed to give the
city of Kenner a sense of place and visual pride. The
consultant enthusiastically reacted the way many do
when they hear about Kenner’s many advancements
by saying, “There is a lot happening in this city!”
Kenner is the sixth largest city in Louisiana
within a metropolitan area that is both a unique
cultural treasure as well as a national success story
for economic development. The Wall Street Journal recently listed the New Orleans-Metairie-Kenner metropolitan area as the number one growing
metro area for employment. Bloomberg called this
region the number two “Boomtown in America”
due to its population and gross domestic product
(GDP) growth. The Brookings Institute, one of the
most awarded policy research think-tanks in the
United States, listed this region as number two in
the nation for post-recession performance.
These are accolades earned by the hard work
of business leaders, community members and public
officials striving to make this region business-friendly
and forward-thinking. It is JEDCO’s mission to foster
these advancements by helping to retain, grow and
attract business in Jefferson Parish. In 2009, JEDCO
partnered with the city of Kenner through a cooperative endeavor agreement to dedicate a full-time economic development specialist specifically to the city
of Kenner. Under this agreement, JEDCO is charged
with providing economic development assistance and
expertise to the city and its business community. As
that economic development specialist, I meet oneon-one with at least 40 businesses each year, support
major economic development deliverables of the Kenner 2030 plan and handle a variety of other economic
development activities in Kenner.
2015 will be the seventh consecutive year of the
Kenner and JEDCO partnership, and since that time
we have met with hundreds of businesses to help them
succeed and grow. JEDCO focuses on outreach and
assistance with existing businesses to see how they
are doing, provide individualized resources and to
address any issues. We embrace a strong business retention strategy because studies have shown that the
majority of new jobs in a community – in some cases
over 80 percent – are created by existing businesses.
JEDCO has a financing arm to help fund expansion
projects for both existing and prospective businesses
and it assists businesses with guidance about state tax

incentives designed to help businesses grow. We also
help expanding and prospective businesses find the
right location for their facility within Kenner, provide
demographics research, free of charge, to existing or
prospective Jefferson Parish businesses and provide
lists of Jefferson Parish businesses within a certain
industry or area for a nominal fee. Finally, JEDCO
offers several ways to help start-up businesses with
a business incubator, annual pitch competition for
entrepreneurs in Jefferson Parish and a monthly free
seminar series co-hosted with the Jefferson Chamber
of Commerce where experts give guidance on a variety
of topics to help small businesses.
JEDCO has enjoyed a very productive partnership with the city of Kenner. In the past year we
connected real estate representatives from the
At Home décor superstore to The Pavilion shopping center when they were looking for their first
Louisiana location, and previously assisted retailer
Target with its mall selection at The Esplanade.
We worked closely with the developers for the upcoming NFL-associated assisted living facility and
memory care center by connecting them with the
owners of their forthcoming Kenner location and
providing in-depth site selection and regulatory assistance. JEDCO has also on an annual basis helped
numerous expanding businesses, manufacturers
and major employers with tax-incentive guidance
and financing to aid them in their growth.
Kenner has a tremendous amount to be excited
about. With Laketown, Rivertown, the new airport,
booming international population, low property taxes
and incredible engaged and responsive city officials,
Kenner is a business-friendly asset in the New Orleans
region. I encourage any company either currently in
the city of Kenner or interested in moving to Kenner
to reach out to me so that I can determine how JEDCO and the city of Kenner may be able to assist. We
work with businesses of all sizes and in all industries.
Thank you for allowing me to help Kenner businesses grow. I look forward to furthering our partnership with the city of Kenner to ensure that it continues
to be a great place to live, work and play.
Annalisa Kelly is the city of Kenner’s Economic Development Specialist through the Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission
(JEDCO). Kelly can be reached by email at akelly@
jedco.org, via phone at 875-3918 or by fax at 8753923. More information about JEDCO’s services
can be found at www.jedco.org.
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“National Night Out Against Crime” festivities set for October 11 and 13
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
On Sunday, October 11, 2015, come
out and help the
Kenner Police Department and other
local law enforcement agencies give crime a going
away party. Everyone is invited to the 16th annual
“National Night Out Against Crime” kick-off party,
taking place at Lafreniere Park in Metairie from
1:00 to 5:00 p.m. There will be exciting entertainment including children’s activities (laser tag, giant
human hamster balls, a gaga pit, inflatable amusements and face painting); various crime fighting/
law enforcement displays; demonstrations by law
enforcement professionals (Coast Guard helicopter,
K-9, and SWAT); a red beans and rice cook-off; live
music by Karma; and great food – all free! The kickoff party is a prelude to the 32nd annual “National
Night Out Against Crime,” which will be observed
locally on the evening of Tuesday, October 13, 2015.
Representatives in every area of law enforcement will be at the kick-off party to talk with you.
This is an excellent opportunity for people considering a career in law enforcement to have their questions answered by experts in the field and to find
out what their jobs are all about. It’s also a great
time for citizens and officials to interact and discuss

important issues in our community. Through this
event, you can learn about the many programs that
are available to you, including the KPD Women’s
Self Defense Program, the Kenner Citizens’ Police
Academy and the KPD Community Police Corps.
Programs like these empower you to take a stand
against crime and to help others to do the same.
You can help us celebrate the 32nd annual
“National Night Out Against Crime” on Tuesday,
October 13 in a variety of ways, such as having a
block party, a cookout, flashlight walks or by sitting
on your front porch with your lights on – a symbol
that has become a tradition over the years. Your
participation will have a positive impact on your
neighborhood and will help increase crime prevention awareness throughout the streets of Kenner.
The “National Night Out Against Crime” is a great
first step in starting your own neighborhood watch
group. It’s an event that started in 1984 with 2.5
million people in 23 states, and has now grown to
include over 37 million people in over 15,000 communities from all 50 states, U.S. Territories, Canadian cities and military bases worldwide.
If you are interested in learning more about the
kick-off party, registering your block party for “National
Night Out Against Crime” or starting a neighborhood
watch group in Kenner, contact the KPD Community

Government
Jefferson Parish Council to hold October
meeting in Kenner’s Pavilion
The Jefferson Parish Council will return to Kenner in October for the fourth consecutive year to hold a
council meeting in the city.
The meeting will be held at the Kenner City Park
Pavilion, located at 3800 Loyola Drive, beginning at
10:00 a.m. on October 7, 2015, according to Kenner
Mayor Michael S. Yenni.
Yenni thanked Jefferson Parish council members
Ben Zahn of the 4th District and Mark Spears of the
3rd District for helping to make the meeting in Kenner
a regular event for the past four years.
“Not every Kenner resident can easily make it
to a Jefferson Parish Council meeting, and I think it’s
important to have easy access to all of your parish officials,” Yenni said. “I want to thank Councilmen Ben
Zahn and Mark Spears, in particular, for helping to
make this happen.”
Zahn, a former Kenner council member who represents parts of Kenner as a Jefferson Parish Councilman agreed that it should be easy for residents to meet

and offer their opinions to their elected officials.
“Once again, I’m proud to announce that the
Jefferson Parish Council meeting will be coming
to Kenner for the fourth consecutive year. This will
allow Kenner constituents to have direct access to
most parish officials and to address their questions
and concerns regarding joint projects of mutual interest in both Kenner and Jefferson Parish.”
Spears said he values the feedback he and other
council members receive during the yearly Kenner
meeting. “Many thanks to my Kenner colleagues for
hosting the fourth annual Jefferson Parish Council
meeting. This allows my District 3 constituents in Kenner to attend a local public meeting and address their
parish leaders with their concerns. These meetings
have been exceptionally helpful to me in assisting our
Kenner leaders in their efforts keep their projects front
and center on the parish level. I look forward to a continued effort to keep Jefferson Parish and our municipalities united for a stronger and safer District 3.”

Code Sweep on Vouray in north Kenner
uncovers 100 violations
Responding to complaints from neighbors, inspectors from Kenner’s Code Enforcement Division conducted a sweep on July 29, 2015, of Vouray Drive and Loire
Drive in north Kenner and uncovered 100 violations, according to Kenner Assistant Code Director Rick Walther.
Walther said monthly sweeps of the area will
continue “until the large number of violations are
eliminated.” A key issue is the number of absentee
landlords, Walther said.

Summonses were issued to property owners for
nine abandoned vehicles, one no building permit, five
buildings needing maintenance, 20 soffit/fascia issues,
two needing fence repairs, two high grass violations, 17
litter or debris violations, five buildings needing repair
or demolition, 27 unsafe electrical conditions, two unsafe plumbing conditions, one unsafe mechanical condition, two window or door violations, five vermin citations, one tree trimming violation and one summons
for illegal auto repairs.

Relations Division at 712-2294 or nguggenheim@kennerpd.com. For more information on the “National
Night Out Against Crime,” please visit www .nationalnightout.org/nno/about.html.
Chief Glaser can be reached by email at kpd@
kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department

website at www.kennerpd.com. You can also download the free Kenner Police Department mobile app
for both Apple and Android devices as well as access
the Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter
pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and other
law enforcement-related information.
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Retooled Saints looking to rediscover magic
By Ken Trahan
Heading into the 2014 season, expectations were high for the New Orleans
Saints. Most had them having a winning
season, at the very least. Many had them
winning the NFC South. Others had them reaching (and losing) the NFC
Championship game as I did. Still others had them going to the Super
Bowl while a few even had them winning the Lombardi Trophy.
To say the least, what followed was a vast, even monumental
disappointment. As Jim Mora and Bill Parcells, whom Sean Payton
emulates, seeks advice from and follows have often said – you are
what your record says you were.
The 2014 New Orleans Saints were 7-9 and it was an ugly 7-9. They

lost their final five home games at a facility (Mercedes-Benz Superdo- Tim Hightower could be veteran insurance.
me) where they were once virtually unbeatable. The cry of “Who Dat say
The key is C.J. Spiller, a big free agent investment. Spiller was indey gonna beat dem Saints?” was, unfortunately, answered by virtually
jured throughout the preseason and he is being counted on to fill the
everyone the black and gold encountered.
role of Darren Sproles and Reggie Bush before him, something Travaris
Reality quickly set in for Mickey Loomis, Sean Payton and the en- Cadet simply could not do.
tire organization. You are what your record says you are.
Drew Brees is healthy and ready to prove that he has not lost his
The New Orleans Saints have posted 7-9 records in two of their
fastball. Brees looked good throughout training camp and the preseason
last three seasons. While many (correctly) wanted to point to 2012 as an
and he still has game. Rookie draft pick Garrett Grayson may have a fuexception to the rule with the massive suspensions and volatility in the
ture while the number two spot was still unresolved in a battle between
organization, the real exception to the rule now appears to have been
veteran Luke McCown and former Tulane star Ryan Griffin.
2013, when the team won 11 games and went on to win a playoff game.
Payton has never been shy about going through kickers and is not
When you are historically bad defensively, as the Saints have been
particularly concerned about experience. He proved that with Garrett
in two of the last three years, you have no chance to compete for a divi- Hartley and will do so with Dustin Hopkins or Zach Hocker, both of whom
sion title, much less a conference title or Super Bowl championship.
have strong legs. One will take over kickoff duties from Thomas Morstead.
Loomis and Payton went about the business of addressing this obviAfter a lousy draft in 2014, the Saints appear to have struck it solid,
ous hole in the offseason.
if not rich, through their 2015 draft. First-round pick Andrus Peat will
Up front, veteran Kevin Williams arrived to lend experience and
be given time to develop. Anthony and Kikaha look like players. Damian
bulk. At linebacker, veterans Dannell Ellerbe and Anthony Spencer
Swann looks like a potential steal. Murphy has a real chance to make an
were brought in while the franchise invested in Stephone Anthony, impact. Williams has a chance while Tull has to get healthy.
Hau’oli Kikaha and Davis Tull in the draft. Anthony and Kikaha may
The schedule is one that the Saints should be able to navigate.
very well start for the team.
The opener at Arizona is a huge game in many ways. The Cardinals
atcH
eWelry
epair
In the secondary, P.J. Williams and Kevin Swann came in the draft
are very good defensively and with any quarterback play, they are a
HQ WatcH & JeWelry repair
while Delvin Breaux came in via free agency. Of course, the healthy re- threat to win the NFC. The Cardinals will be favored over the Saints.
Pedro Romero – Watchmaker
turn of Jairus Byrd is essential at safety.
A New Orleans win would signal that the 2015 Saints are ready to
Battery Replacement $5 – 1yr. Guarantee • Lay Away Plans
Gone is Junior Galette. While it was a good move to subtract
take a big step forward from a year ago.
WE DO ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS
him from the roster and what was a shaky locker room at best, findDivision games with Tampa Bay and Carolina follow before a
Watches: Movado, Elgin, Rolex, Cartier, Hamilton, Michael
ing a pass rush will be key for the defense.
big Sunday night home game against Dallas. If the Saints go 3-2 or
Kors, Gucci, Bulova, Walthan, Tissol, wall clocks & more.
Cameron Jordan will be counted on to return to his form of 2013. better, they will be on their way to a winning season. Anything less
Jewelry: Welding of Chains, Ring Repairs, Ring Sizing,
Kikaha was drafted to provide some pressure off the edge. Akeim
will be a concern.
small and large, Diamond Mounting, Engraving of
Hicks must realize his full potential. Without a pass rush, any secondAfter a tough trip to Philadelphia, the Falcons come to town on OcRings and Bracelets, Welding of Glasses and more…
ary is going to struggle.
tober 15 for Thursday night football. A real test will come against Andrew
Offensively, the biggest addition is center Max Unger. When healthy, Luck and the Colts at Indianapolis before Eli Manning, Odell Beckham,
Los Latinos Plaza Suite • 3521 Florida Ave., Suite 1B, Kenner, LA 70065
305-1721 • www.aiyellow.com/hqwatch
Unger is an elite player, who can provide punch in the running game and Jr. and the Giants visit New Orleans November 1.
is a solid pass blocker.
After a home game with the Titans, the Saints hit the road for three
Brandin Cooks has a chance to have a breakout year. Cooks was
of four games, including stops at Washington D.C., Houston and Tampa
HQ Watch & Jewelry_0615_2.indd 1
5/23/15 6:57 AM
dazzling throughout training camp and in preseason games, displaying
Bay with a home game against Carolina sandwiched in between. After
quickness, speed and explosiveness.
hosting Detroit and Jacksonville, the Saints close at Atlanta on January
Of course, he needs others to take the pressure (and attention) off
3 in a game they hope has postseason meaning.
of him to be effective.
For that to be the case, Brees must remain healthy, the runMarques Colston is not what he used to be but is still capable of
ning game must continue to grow, a good third receiving option
SMALL JOBS
being a good possession receiver. Brandon Coleman is looked upon as
must emerge and the defense simply needs to improve in all aspects.
the new Colston, a big, possession-type receiver who can make plays but
Though it sounds like a tall order, it is possible in the ever-changing
Repairs • Drain Cleaning
he is unproven. Beyond those three, the other wide receiver spots were
NFL. 9-7 looks like a safe choice though it would not surprise me if
Hot Water Heaters
uncertain late in the preseason, though the speed of Joe Morgan should
the Saints get to 10 wins and make the playoffs.
•
figure in the mix. If you can play, Brees will “throw you open.”
Veteran Benjamin Watson and emerging Josh Hill will try their
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com,
Residential Repairs
best
to
fill
the
void
of
Jimmy
Graham
at
tight
end.
Graham
was
more
is
president
and general manager of www.SportsNola.com and hosts
Servicing Metairie & Kenner
like a wide receiver, splitting out in various formations. While he was “Sportsnola TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. on WHNO, TV 20. Trahan
a brilliant receiver, no one would accuse him of being a traditional
is the general manager and chairman of the board of the Saints Hall
blocking tight end.
of Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome, runs the Life ReSammy Sabella
Owner/Operated
Running back is a strong spot. Mark Ingram was solid last season
sources Sports Ministry and hosts All Access SportsTalk on WGSO, 990
Licensed Master Plumber
Over 25 Years
and has displayed the ability to catch the ball as well. Khiry Robinson AM and WGSO.com on Monday, Thursday and Friday at 6:05 p.m. as
looks fast and quick, a good one-cut runner who can also catch the ball. well as “The Three Tailgaters Show” on Saturday morning from 10:05
Draft pick Marcus Murphy may be the kick and punt return specialist. a.m. to noon with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille.
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Inspectors issue 44 citations during Clemson Drive code sweep
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Kenner Code Enforcement inspectors uncovered 44 violations during a sweep on August 12, 2015 of three blocks along Clemson Drive, according to Rick Walther, assistant director of the city’s Inspection and Code
Enforcement Department.
Walther said the area was chosen based on complaints from residents. “We hope that the identification of violations, with both property
owners as well as the residents being cited, will force landlords to better
maintain their property.”

The violations issued included four for abandoned vehicles, one for
missing building permit, four for soffit/fascia needing repair, three for
fence repair needed, three for high grass, nine for litter and debris, eight
for unsafe electrical conditions, one for unsafe mechanical conditions, four
for window or door repairs needed, four for a vermin or rodent problem,
two for dog cruelty and one violation for an illegal structure.
For more information on code enforcement issues in Kenner or to
file a complaint, contact the Kenner’s Code Department at 468-6606.
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Finishing what you start
www.chateaucafe.com

By Steven A. Watts
It’s a bit surpris- divorce of a shareholder, and the protocol impleing, but often the case
mented for the transfer of stock or membership
that we struggle might- shares are just a few of the vital details that should
ily to get something
be addressed. If you don’t take the time to specify
done but then fail in specifying the details. What we
these matters then you have made the decision to
are left with is a project that is not truly complete. let the state determine them for you. Unlike the
The half completed deeds lie in wait until that future
articles of incorporation or organization your byday when we are somehow forced to act. Sometimes
laws or operating agreement do not have to be filed
these half-completed tasks are intentional, the re- with the secretary of state. The important matters
sult of our inattention to detail or the urgent need to
addressed therein can remain confidential and be
move on to the next project. Other times these open
easily revised to reflect the desires of the stockitems are just evidence of our lack of information. I holders or members.
believe that this is often the case with the formation
It is important to complete what we begin.
of corporations and limited liability companies.
The process frees us to go on to the next task knowUnder Louisiana law, a corporation or limited
ing that we have done our best to practically adliability company is formed by the filing of articles
dress important details and contingencies. Many
of incorporation or organization with the Louisi- people would never permit the state to write their
ana Secretary of State. Some people choose to use
will. As a practical matter, that is what happens
the “bare bones” form provided by the Secretary
when you fail to declare in writing your own testaof State to create their desired entity. Once the fil- ment. Likewise, when you create your own corpoing is accepted by the secretary of state, you will
ration or limited liability company, take the time to
have successfully created a new juridical person;
specify how that entity is to function. If you don’t,
however, you have failed to determine the details
you have left some very significant decisions to the
concerning how that entity is to function.
“wisdom” of others.
A corporation is not truly complete without
by-laws. Likewise, a limited liability company is
Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana
not clearly functional without an operating agree- State Bar Association, has been a practicing attorment. As is the case with your will, if you don’t cre- ney for over 35 years. His office is located at 3925
ate your own rules and procedures for your newly
N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, in Metairie. Estate
formed juridical person by means of by-laws or an
planning, wills, trusts, successions, business transoperating agreement, the state will provide them
actions and corporate, franchise and real estate law
by default. Significant matters such as the names, are his primary areas of practice. Watts is also the
terms and duties of the officers, the procedure
owner and manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be
to follow in the event of the death, disability or
reached at 836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.

Thanks for the memories!
It is an extremely sad time for
the Chateau Cafe family. It is
with a very heavy heart that
we share the news that Mr.
Danny, a 14-year employee of
the Kenner cafe, passed away
on August 15, 2015. Mr.
Danny was known and loved
by all. He was a fiercely loyal
employee, had very strong work ethic, always went above
and beyond to help others, as well as getting to know all of
our customers personally on a first-name basis. Mr. Danny
was such an asset to Chateau Cafe and anyone who knew
him would agree.
He will forever be in our thoughts, prayers and hearts.
We love you. Rest in peace, Danny Boy.
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• Students prepared for college and careers
as they graduate from Bonnabel Magnet Academy
• The Alliance for a Healthier Generation has awarded Bonnabel the Bronze Award
– only two schools in the state to achieve this honor
• Gold, Silver, and Bronze award winners @ Skills USA
• Staffed with highly-qualified teachers and support personnel
• Award Winning Bruin Band
• Competitive Sports Program
Board Member: Melinda Doucet

Airport

MIDDLE H SCHNECKENBURGER ELEMENTARY H WASHINGTON MONTESSORI H G. T. WOODS ELEMENTARY

10

H CLANCY-MAGGIORE ELEMENTARY H GREENLAWN TERRACE ELEMENTARY H ROOSEVELT
Paid for by the Shane Family Foundation
Spotlight Education_Bonnabel_0915.indd 1

8/29/15 9:13 AM

City of Kenner
Community Development
Department
Drip, drip, drip… Having problems
with leaky toilet?
Do you need assistance
with minor home maintenance or
repair works?

and

Greater New Orleans

REPAIR

ON WHEELS PROGRAM

The Repairs on Wheels (ROW) program is design to provide
FREE assistance with minor home repairs to qualified residents of the City of

Examples of Assistance Provided
• Remove/install existing storm
doors and windows
• Repair handrails
• Repair and adjust window locks
• Installation of dead bolts
• Replace door handles/knobs
• Installation of handrails
• Installation of adjustable
closet rods
• Installation of cabinet knobs

ELECTRICAL WORK:
(Maximum Height 9 feet)
• Switch/receptacle replacement
• Rewiring lamps
• Ceiling bulb replacements
• Replacement of ceiling fixture
• Replacement of exterior lighting
• Installation of plug in light timers
• Installation of Battery Powered
Smoke Detectors
• Installation of Carbon Monoxide
Detectors

PLUMBING WORK:

• Faucet washers
• Leaky toilets
• Replacement of supply
lines to washer
• Installation of single lever
handle faucets
• Installation of hand-held
showerheads

HOME SAFETY ASSISTANCE:

• Conduct home safety inspection
• Installation of Smoke detector
• Installation of Carbon monoxide
detector
• Installation of cabinet
knobs/handles
• Installation of grab bars
• Installation of non-slip
surfaces tub area
• Regulation of hot water heater

WHO QUALIFIES FOR ASSISTANCE?

55 years of age or older; or Female head-of-household; or Disabled or physically impaired
INCOME GUIDES (Eligibility Criteria)
Household Annual Gross Income																					 Household Annual Gross Income																					
1
$29,400
5
$45,360
2
$33,600
6
$48,720
3
$37,800
7
$52,080
4
$42,000
8
$55,440
If you or someone you know would like to receive assistance, please call or visit us at:
Martin Luther King Resource Center
Hispanic Resource Center
Arthur Jones
Rebecca Hasbun
OR
1042 31st Street, Kenner
4312 Florida St. Kenner
Phone # (504) 466-0697

KCD_VOA Repair on Wheels_0715.indd 1

By Iftikhar Ahmad – Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport Director of Aviation
Ultra-low cost
service continues to
grow at Armstrong
International with
the most recent announcement by Spirit Airlines to
begin daily service to Las Vegas, Nevada. Service between Louis Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport (MSY) and McCarran International Airport
(LAS) in Las Vegas begins on Friday, November 13,
2015. Spirit currently serves five other nonstop destinations from New Orleans – Chicago, Dallas, Detroit,
Ft. Lauderdale and Houston – offering many connections beyond these cities.
On average, Spirit Airlines’ fares are nearly 40
percent less than other airlines according to U.S. Department of Transportation statistics. They offer an
unbundled product with ultra-low fares and a range
of optional services for a fee. This allows passengers
to choose the perks they prefer, such as checking bags,
seat assignments and refreshments.
Spirit Airlines currently operates more than 375
daily flights to 57 destinations within the U.S., Latin
America and the Caribbean. Spirit operates a modern
and fuel-efficient all-Airbus fleet. Flights to all these
destinations are available at www.spirit.com.
New service, whether it’s a new airline, new destination or increased frequency to an existing destination, creates more competition across all carriers and
provides the New Orleans Region greater options for
travel. When you couple ultra-low fares with new service, customers who may have previously been unable
to afford to travel can now visit incredible destinations
like Las Vegas.
Allegiant Air is another ultra-low cost airline
that began service earlier this year to Cincinnati,
Ohio (CVG); Columbus-Rickenbacker, Ohio (LCK);
Indianapolis, Indiana (IND); and Orlando-Sanford,

Florida (SFB). In addition to offering air-only sales,
Allegiant Air offers other travel-related products
such as hotel rooms, rental cars and attraction
tickets. Other products available for purchase
include advance seat assignments, priority boarding, checked and carry-on baggage, beverages and
snacks. By offering a menu of services that a passenger can choose, Allegiant Air can offer ultra-low
air fares. For Allegiant Air booking, complete pricing
and availability, please visit www.allegiantair.com.
(Tickets are not available for sale through online
travel agencies, such as Expedia or Travelocity.)
Our increase in nonstop destinations and low
cost airlines has made Armstrong International one
of the most affordable airports to fly to and from. Our
average air fare is $360 according to the Bureau of
Transportation Statistics, which consists of domestic
round-trip fares, including taxes and fees at the time
of purchase. The airport continues to recruit more
air service to provide the most efficient opportunities for travel to and from our great city. The airport
currently has a total of 14 airlines serving 46 nonstop destinations, which are all-time airport record
highs for the number of airlines and non-stops.
Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International may be
reached at airport@flymsy.com. Check your local
listings for the air time of the Armstrong International Airport 30 minute television program, “Airport Alive” or view it on the airport website, www.
flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link
on the “News and Stats” page. Follow the airport on
facebook.com/MSYAirport and twitter.com/NO_Airport. To find out how to be a volunteer at the airport, click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s website
homepage.

Education
An outstanding start to the
school year
By Isaac G. Joseph – Jefferson Parish Public School
System Superintendent

Kenner. Minor repairs are designed to prevent further deterioration of the home and
aid the elderly in their effort to continue to live independently in a safe residence.

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR WORK:

New service and ultra-low fares

Phone # (504) 469-2570

6/26/15 7:59 PM

I would like to start this month’s column by
thanking our many stakeholders for the role they
played in an outstanding start to the school year.
From standard first week of school concerns, like
bus assignments and student enrollment, to issues
beyond our control, like the weather, I appreciate
your patience, professionalism and poise during this
always busy time of year. Know that we are here to
support you during what we know will be a successful
2015-2016 school year.
I’ve mentioned the JPPSS Discipline Task Force
during a number of public forums over the past few
months. Comprised of a diverse range of JPPSS
stakeholders (administrators, teachers, district personnel, community members, board members and
law enforcement), this team’s goal is to help facilitate
fair and consistent discipline practices across the
district. Chief Student Support Officer Denise Carpenter presented their plan during the August board
meeting. Our school system should be the first choice
of parents and students. Maintaining a safe and welcoming environment for students and teachers is

foundational to achieving that goal.
The Task Force’s four subcommittees (communications, law enforcement, policies and procedures,
and professional development) set targeted goals
they will meet over the next few months. We will keep
you informed as we begin to implement this plan at
our schools and in our communities.
Over time and through patience and consistent
practice, this plan can serve as the framework for an
encouraging, welcoming and positive school culture.
Together, I know we will reach our goals.
Isaac G. Joseph is the first African American superintendent of the Jefferson Parish Public
School System (JPPSS); the largest and most diverse school district in Louisiana serving 48,000
students. During his 30 year career with the district, Joseph served as an educator, dean of student
services, principal, assistant superintendent of
human resources and executive director of grants
and federal programs

Automotive
Tire tips, the how and the why
By Scott Zimmerman
Keeping
your
tires properly inflated
by checking tire pressure at least once
a month and following guidelines in your vehicle’s
owner’s manual will extend their life and reduce fuel
consumption. It is also recommended you check for tire
wear once a month.
Below are the answers to some frequently asked
questions and some tips about tires.
What is proper inflation?
The right tire pressure, which varies by vehicle
and by model but is specified by the vehicle’s manufacturer, can usually be found on a sticker inside the
driver’s door jam, in the glove compartment or in the
vehicle owner’s manual. Do not use the tire pressure
listed on the tire itself as that is the maximum pressure
to which a tire can be inflated, not the pressure for optimum driving and efficiency.
When is the best time to check tire pressure?
Check tire pressure when your vehicle has been
driven less than a mile or has not been driven for at
least three hours, preferably overnight. If you don’t
want to account for temperature, check when the temperature is about 70 degrees Fahrenheit. It is important
to check tire pressure monthly as they can normally
lose a pound per square inch of pressure each month.
How does temperature affect tires?
Tire pressure can drop one-half to one pound
per square inch (psi) for every 10-degree drop in
temperature. Compensate by increasing tire pressure accordingly. For example, a tire whose optimum
pressure is 30 psi at 70 degrees Fahrenheit would be
inflated to 34 psi at 30 degrees.
Can I look at a tire and tell it is underinflated?
No, because today’s high-tech tires have to be
“low” by at least 50 percent before you can tell just by
looking. However, checking tire pressure is easy by using a tire gauge at least once a month.
What problems occur if a tire is underinflated?
Under inflation reduces a tire’s effectiveness by
preventing it from operating within its design specifications.
Underinflated tires:
Increase tire deflection, which increases heat
buildup and “rolling resistance.” Tire deflection is the
flexing of the tire tread and sidewalls where the tread
touches the road.
Reduce mileage by up to five percent.
Reduce tread life by as much as 25 percent or
about 10 percent for every 10 percent of under inflation.
Weaken tire structure resulting in blow-outs or
other failures.
Reduce steering responsiveness and stability
while cornering.
“Break traction” more easily, which can affect
handling.

Affect weight distribution and in turn steering,
alignment and braking and may cause your vehicle
to “pull” one way or the other.
Can I tell just by driving if my tires are at the
right pressure?
Usually not, unless either you’re extremely sensitive or one of your tires is extremely low. Underinflated
tires may give you trouble when steering or cornering.
Can overinflated tires be good for driving, even
if a little bumpy?
Serious racing drivers might overinflate their
tires because that reduces rolling resistance a bit
and can improve stability while cornering. But, the
average driver should not overinflate their tires.
Overinflated tires:
Are damaged more easily by potholes.
Lead to irregular tread wear.
Increase internal noise levels.
Can mean a rougher ride.
Decrease deflection. Less tire surface is in contact with the road and that can reduce control, especially in snowy or rainy weather.
How do I know when to replace a tire?
During your monthly tire pressure check, also
take a look at tire tread wear. There are two ways
to do that.
Turn a U.S. penny upside down and slide it into
a tire’s tread. If you can see all of Abraham Lincoln’s
head, it’s time for new tires. The reason is that the tread
is 2/32 of an inch deep or less. In many states, you’re
breaking the law if you drive on such worn tires. It’s important to test in several spots about 15 inches apart
because the tires could be wearing unevenly.
“Wear bars” built into tires also indicate when
time’s up. If they are flush with the outside of the
tread, it’s too late to add air in the tires. It is time to
buy new tires.
Should I worry about others on the road driving on tires that are not in good shape? Do I need to
drive even more defensively?
In 2009, in partnership with the Rubber Manufacturers Association, tire retailers checked approximately 7,000 vehicles for tread wear in 12 different
states. Nine percent of vehicles had four properly
inflated tires, 11 percent of vehicles had at least one
bald tire, 49 percent of vehicles had at least one underinflated tire, 64 percent of drivers didn’t know how
to check tread depth and 85 percent of drivers did not
check tire pressure properly. So, yes, there are a lot of
unsafe vehicles on the road to look out for.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire
and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated
full-service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200
Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30
a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s
website is www.scottystireandauto.com.

Submit an anonymous tip
directly to the Kenner Police
Department about Criminal /
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject,
or Other Types of Suspicious
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.com
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Banking
NOW

OPEN
2201 Williams Blvd.

(NEXT DOOR TO ICE HOUSE, CORNER OF 22ND STREET)

Monday - Saturday • 7 am - 8 pm • Sunday • 8 am - 8 pm

287-4492

Low Gas Prices
Your Football
Party Headquarters

Special
Homogenized milk $3.99/gal
$2.89/half gallon

ICE COLD
BEER to go!
20 pack

Longnecks
bottles

Miller Lite
Bud

24 pack 12 oz cans

SUITCASE

Miller Lite
Bud

Bud Lite
Coors Lite

Bud Lite
Coors Lite

2151 Williams Blvd. – RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH – 469-3503 • theicehousekenner.com
Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

DEADLINE EXTENDED!
The City of Kenner
Homebuyers
IceHouse_0915.indd 1

First -Time

8/29/15 9:31 AM

Assistance Program

RENTERS – QUIT PAYING RENT… Own Your Own Home!
Accepting Applications
July 20th-August 28th 2015
WHO’S ELIGIBLE?
•ELIGIBLE PROPERTIES:

• Max purchase price
Grants up
to $35,000

$180,000

• Located in

incorporated Kenner

Down Payment
& Closing Cost
Assistance up to
$10,000

Grant
Repayment is
Forgiven Over
an Affordability
period

• Serve as applicant’s
primary residence

• Be owner-occupied

single family dwelling

• Home must be

move-in ready
(meet HQS standards)

 Eligible participants include individuals
and families that . . .
1. have a total household income at or
below 80% of the Area Median Income
as defined by HUD. Current income
limits based on family size are:
Household Income Limits
Household
Maximum
Size
Income
1
$33,600
2
$38,400
3
$43,200
4
$48,000
5
$51,850
6
$55,700
7
$59,550
8
$63,400

2. have not owned a home during the past
Program applications are
three years nor been disqualified from
available online at
program participation.
www.kenner.la.us or at
City of Kenner Community Development Department
624 Williams Blvd. | Kenner, LA 70062 | 504-468-7588

Call Joan Baptiste to make your dream of owning a home come true!
THE HOMEOWNERSHIP ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM IS CONDUCTED ON A FIRST-COME FIRST SERVE BASIS
Michael S. Yenni – Mayor
Arleeta O. Terrell – Director
KCD_First Time Homebuyers ad_0915.indd 1

8/29/15 9:28 AM

Can I rai$e financially aware kids?
By Bennett Blackledge
School has begun
for most of our children
and back to school
shopping is probably
complete. Have you
noticed your children
may choose their backpacks and clothes by brand
name, rather than price? Have you ever asked yourself
the question, “Am I raising financially aware kids?”
When a group of high school students was surveyed, 88 percent of them said they learned about money and how to handle it from their parents. Therefore
it is important for parents to have financial discussions
with their children, as well as talk to them about the
different ways to earn, save, invest and spend money
wisely. Parents who talk with their children about
money are more likely to have children that save, rather
than spend. Parents want to create children who become young adults who make sound financial decisions
when it comes to spending money, yours or theirs. Regardless if we grew up with wealth, or lived paycheck
to paycheck, each of us took away some understanding
of money based on our parents’ actions and how they
handled money.
What you think is a want to a child, could be a
real need to them. You may think of a stuffed animal
as a toy, but to your child it may be comfort. You may
see cheaper alternatives to designer clothes, and your
child sees peer acceptance. It is important not to be
judgmental but to rather focus on teaching the value
of the dollar and the potential opportunities when your
child is thinking about spending money.
How young is too young to talk to your kids about
money? Children as young as age three can understand
some basic concepts. You can discuss earning as, “Put
all of your toys in a box, and you can watch your favorite
TV show.” You can share the concept of saving and investing by showing a child what they have in their piggy
bank and what you will give them for saving that money.
Older children can be taught about money through
allowances, which help them understand there is no
“money tree” or unlimited resources. Allow them to pay
for their extracurricular activity by using their allowances. When you do this, you are teaching the value of pur-

chase by showing your child that he/she may not be able
to do everything, but can select the activity that gives
him/her the most joy. Explain the differences of needs
versus wants and have your child save for the wants.
Often times when someone is saving for a want, he/she
realizes the sacrifices that were necessary to save the
money, and decide against purchasing the item. During this process, children see how hard their parents
work to support the family. Do what you think is right
and support the money values with which you want your
children raised. You may also involve your children in
your finances by explaining budgeting, income, saving,
investing, expenses and spending plans.
Children need to understand having a goal and a
plan means personal control of their money. We should
teach our children to save for major purchases like cars,
special events like prom and personal growth like college. Even if your child pays for a portion of these activities, you are teaching a valuable lesson. Decisions regarding how you spend your money are easier when you
have a plan. Explaining to your children how to make
money work for them should include starting as early
as possible, saving on a regular basis beginning with
largest sum as possible. Let your local bank or advisor
help you explain interest and investing. There are many
opportunities to earn a higher return on your money.
Teach your child about smart purchases and what questions to ask before making a purchase. Remind your
children that they can always spend what they saved,
but they can never save what they have spent.
At the end of the day, all parents want their children to become young adults who make great financial
decisions based on what they have taught them and
what they have witnessed. Take the time to teach, as it
is worth the investment. Remember, you have the ability to raise financially aware kids.
Bennett Blackledge is a branch manager and a
community outreach coordinator at Gulf Coast Bank
and Trust. The Kenner branch office is located at 3410
Williams Boulevard. Brian Behlar, branch manager,
can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank
and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Insurance
Money management for teens
By Marie M. Clesi
For many teenagers, living on their own
at college is a major
reality check. While 71 percent of teens feel confident
in their money-managing skills, many lack practical experience. Teach your child how to make sound financial
decisions – without your help. Here are three important
lessons in money management for teens.
Lesson 1: Creating a budget
Help teens understand where their money is going with a basic budget.
Track spending. Before deciding how to allocate
expenses, teens should track where their money goes
for a few weeks. Include items they might not pay for
now but will in the future, such as clothing, entertainment or extracurricular activities.
Do the math. Help your teen come up with an income total for each month, including allowance, gifts or
after-school jobs. Then budget necessary expenses first.

If there’s a shortfall, discuss ways to cut discretionary
spending or increase income.
Lesson 2: Saving money
Make setting aside income second nature for
your teen.
Be consistent. Teens should strive to put the same
percentage of their income each month toward savings
goals. This will help make savings a habit.
Watch it grow. Once your teen is saving consistently each month, open a savings account and explain
how compound interest can increase savings.
Lesson 3: Building credit
Teach your teen the benefits – and risks – of buying on credit.
Use responsibly. By carrying a balance from
month to month, your teen could pay hundreds of dollars in compound interest charges. Discourage teens
from charging purchases they can’t really afford.
Scores matter. Explain how to build a good credit
history by avoiding late payments and keeping card
next page
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when the first tooth erupts. Clean and massage
gums in areas that remain toothless and begin flossing when all the baby teeth have erupted, usually by
age two.
Never allow your child to fall asleep with a
bottle containing milk, formula, fruit juice or sweetened liquids.
If your child needs a comforter between regular feedings, at night, or during naps, give the child
a clean pacifier recommended by your dentist or
physician. Never give your child a pacifier dipped
in any sweet liquid.
Avoid filling your child’s bottle with liquids
such as sugar water and soft drinks.
If your local water supply does not contain
fluoride (a substance that helps prevent tooth decay),
ask your dentist how your child should get it.
Start dental visits by the child’s first birthday.
Make visits regularly. If you think your child has
dental problems, take the child to the dentist as soon
as possible.
Information for this article was obtained from
the American Dental Association’s website at www.
ada.org.
Darrell P. Bourg Jr., DDS, a family dentist
who has practiced for over 14 years, is the past
president of the New Orleans Dental Association
and holds memberships in the LDA, ADA and
AAID and is a fellow of the International College of
Oral Implantologist (FICOI). Dr. Bourg practices
at the Exceptional Dental office located at 1305
West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner. Dr. Bourg also
has offices on the Westbank, Port Sulphur and
opening January 2016 in Mid City. Dr. Bourg can
be contacted at 469-6333. Visit Exceptional Dental’s website at www.drbourg.com.

Servicing your transmission is very important!
Every 18,000 miles the fluid and filter must be
changed. 90% of ALL transmission failures
are caused by worn out fluid that should have
been replaced. Protect the life of your car. Don’t
let your transmission burn up! We’ve been in
business over 40 years. Let the experts help!
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Decay in infants
and children is called
baby bottle tooth decay. It can destroy the
teeth and most often
occurs in the upper
front teeth, but other teeth may also be affected
as well.
Decay occurs when sweetened liquids are given
and are left clinging to an infant’s teeth for long periods of time. Many sweet liquids cause problems,
including milk, formula and fruit juice. Bacteria in
the mouth use these sugars as food. They then produce acids that attack the teeth. Each time your child
drinks these liquids, acids attack for 20 minutes or
longer. After many attacks, the teeth can decay.
It’s not just what you put in your child’s bottle
that causes decay, but how often – and for how long of
a time. Giving your child a bottle of sweetened liquid
many times a day isn’t a good idea. Allowing your child
to fall asleep with a bottle during naps or at night can
also harm the child’s teeth.
Your child’s baby teeth are important. Children
need strong, healthy teeth to chew their food, speak
and have a good-looking smile. Baby teeth also keep
a space in the jaw for the adult teeth. If a baby tooth
is lost too early, the teeth beside it may drift into
the empty space. When it’s time for the adult teeth
to come in, there may not be enough room. This can
make the teeth crooked or crowded.
Sometimes parents do not realize that a baby’s
teeth can decay soon after they appear in the mouth.
By the time decay is noticed, it may be too late to save
the teeth. You can help prevent this from happening
to your child by following the tips listed below.
After each feeding, wipe the baby’s gums with a
clean gauze pad. Begin brushing your child’s teeth

T

By Darrell P. Bourg, Jr., D.D.S.

Have to Keep Your Car Longer?

Automatic

Baby bottle tooth decay
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Tennis elbow…not seen only in
athletes
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
Elbow pain related to lateral epicondylitis, or tennis elbow, is
a common condition affecting millions of Americans.
Although tennis elbow occurs in athletes playing
racket sports and other sports, it is also very common
among active individuals not involved in sports.
Tennis elbow typically presents as pain localized to the lateral aspect or outside of the elbow associated with use of the hand and upper extremity.
The condition usually occurs as a result of repetitive overuse or poor technique in sports. Tennis elbow results from degeneration of the wrist extensor
muscle group origin at the elbow.
The cornerstone of treatment of tennis elbow
centers on stretching and strengthening of the wrist
extensor group. Physical therapy including use of ultrasound and electrical stimulation can be beneficial.

Clesi
from previous page

balances low. Good credit will help your teen years down
the road when securing a car or home loan.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insur-

Braces or straps designed to decrease stress on the
degenerative tendon can also be helpful. Steroid injections in the elbow can be used sparingly for refractory cases of tennis elbow. Outpatient surgery consisting of release and/or removal of degenerative tendon
tissue is considered when nonsurgical treatment fails
to provide relief of symptoms.
An evaluation by your orthopedic surgeon is necessary to diagnose and treat this common elbow disorder.
Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified orthopedic surgeon with over 14 years of experience.
The Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine is a multispecialty center dedicated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in shoulder and knee
injuries. Offices are located in Kenner, Metairie and
Lakeview. For additional information call 467-5900
or visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com.
ance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select
State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Casualty
Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, renters,
life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard,
Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421
or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.

Our Family
Works Hard to Bring You
High Quality Workmanship
Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte, Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

We are not trying to be the Quickest!
We are not trying to be the Cheapest!
We are trying to be the BEST!!!!
AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION • DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE
504-466-1381 • www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner
Automatic Transmission_0915.indd 1

8/29/15 9:35 AM

14

SEPTEMBER 2015  KENNER STR

Health

We are THEATER, We ARE Fun!
This month, right here in Kenner! 5 minutes from your house! You can see:
New Orleans Voted the #1 BEST ACTRESS 2015: BECKY ALLEN
& Voted New Orleans 3rd BEST COMEDIAN 2015: JODI BORRELLO
FRI ., SEPT 4 - The 3 Charmers of New Orleans: Becky Allen, Jodi Borrello and Allison Hotard.
FRI., SEPT. 18 - Castle MAGIC: with Int’l Award winning magician Magic Mike, Becky Allen & special
guests.
SAT., SEPT. 19 - Singer Linda Wright bringing the Good Celebrating Times with her
magnetic band The Flavorz.
FRI., SEPT. 25 - Comic Recess Crew is host to a funny bunch who perform their
funny every month.
SAT., SEPT. 26 - GG’s 504 Comedy Hour. Gina Gomez is host to her own stand up show with knee slapping
comedians every month.

501 Williams Blvd. in Historic Rivertown | Tickets: 287-4707 • www.Castle501.com
Castle Theatre _0915.indd 1

8/29/15 8:11 PM

We can save you money on monthly premiums!
Call 467-0800

Auto, Home Flood &
Business
insurance

www.guffeyinsurance.net
Proudly
rePresenting

Guffey_1214.indd 1

Since 1987

3409 Williams Blvd.
11/28/14 9:23 PM

Do it or not, it is a matter of
quality of life
By Craig Goodwin
Patients often
ask me whether or
not they should get a total joint replacement now
or wait it out for a year or two. Severe arthritis patients face this question often as their symptoms
of pain increase and their active lifestyle deceases.
The answer to “should I or should I wait” has an easy
answer. It is about the “quality of life.”
I ask the patient if there has been a significant
decrease in their active daily activities as well as, if
they wanted to travel out of state or country, would
their injury allow them to do so. If they answer they
would not even consider a vacation because the
pain and limitation of the arthritic joint would be
too much to bear, then they have already answered
their own question. Most patients with grade 3 or
severe arthritis will wait to have surgery for one to
two years or longer and continue functioning with
pain and limitation as long as they can. This decision not only further impairs their daily lifestyle, but
also takes away from their quality of life.
Total joint replacement surgery has come a
long way over the past 10 to 15 years. Custom-fit
prosthesis are available for the knee and there are
more current, improved surgical techniques for hip
and shoulder joints. As a result of improved surgical
techniques and equipment available, recovery has
improved and is easier, as well.
An estimated 52.5 million people have reported some form of arthritis to their doctor and

this number is expected to rise over the next several years. Our health and quality of life becomes a
significant factor when we develop arthritis in our
joints. The symptoms associated with arthritis, such
as pain, swelling and loss of motion, causes us to
become less active in our everyday lives which in
turn can begin to have an effect on our health and
well-being.
Treating arthritis properly in the early stages
of development with exercise and diet will help
maintain an active lifestyle. When the later stages
of arthritis develops and we become more limited
in our activities, total joint replacement surgery is a
great option to help us recover our quality of life and
most important, our health.
The bottom line is to have that joint replacement now if you are asking the question of whether
to “do it or not” to begin enjoying a pain-free and
healthier life again as soon as possible.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner
and at two other locations in Metairie and on the
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical
School Department of Allied Health Department
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be
contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or
by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.
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Fifth annual charity Kenner Wine and Food
Event set for October 1
The fifth annual Kenner Wine and Food Event
is being held at the Chateau Golf and Country Club
on Thursday, October 1, 2015, and will offer more
than 100 types of wine and cuisine from over 27 top
restaurants in the New Orleans area. The event is
open to the public and will be held from 6:30 p.m.
until 9:30 p.m. Tickets before the event are $75 and
available online at www.chateaugcc.com or from
Chateau Country Club’s main office and are $90 at
the door.
“Our charity this year is the Louisiana Hospitality Foundation, a group that improves the state
of Louisiana in a variety of ways and provides support to the education, health and social welfare of
children in the community,” said Michelle Swanner Yenni, general manager of Chateau Golf and
Country Club. “Our annual event is a first class
wine and food experience promoting awareness for
local businesses and creating economic growth in
Kenner and the surrounding areas.”
Last year’s successful event raised over
$30,000 for the Louisiana Hospitality Foundation.
The Gleason Foundation and ALS Research have
benefitted from previous year’s events.
Among the restaurants to be featured at the
event are 12 Seasons, Acme Oyster House, Bravo!,
Brisbi’s Lakefront Restaurant and Bar, Café Du
Monde, Casa Garcia Mexican Restaurant, Chateau
Golf and Country Club, Chateau Pub, Copeland’s of
New Orleans, Deanie’s Seafood, Desi Vega’s Steakhouse, Dorignac’s Food Center, Drago’s Seafood
Restaurant, Galatoire’s Restaurant, Gambino’s
Bakery, Kupcake Factory, LaBella’s Catering and
Deli, Messina’s Catering and Events, Mr. Ed’s Restaurant, Mr. John’s Steakhouse, Pascal Manale’s
Restaurant, Perrone and Sons, Restaurant Cypress,
Royal Palm, Tastee Donuts and Zea Rotisserie and

Grill. Yenni said several new restaurants will be
joining the event this year including Restaurant
R’evolution, Arnaud’s Restaurant and Mr. B’s Bistro.
“The band, Groovy 7, will play and the event,
which is dressy casual, will again be held poolside,”
said Yenni. “We will have photos by David Paul Studio and a Boogie Booth photo booth. There will be
a silent auction and door prizes for our guests with
the proceeds being donated to Joey’s Hope. Wine
served at the event will be offered at special discounted prices for our guests to purchase for home
use.”
Among the over 100 wines to be served include Caymus, Meiomi, Jordan, Silver Oak, Ruffino,
G.H. Mumm, Franciscan, La Crema, Sonoma Cutrer, Perrier Jouet, Justin and Fess Parker among
others from local distributors.
The event is sponsored by Chateau Golf and
Country Club, Kenner Mayor Mike Yenni, Nicoll’s
Limousines, Kippers Communication, HRI Properties and Billy Nungesser.
For more information call 467-1351. Chateau
Golf and Country Club is located at 3600 Chateau
Boulevard in Kenner. For more information about
the Louisiana Hospitality Foundation, visit www.
louisianahospitalityfoundation.org.

Scott Zimmerman (owner),
Kenny Polizzi, Brannon Dietrich

Scottys_0915.indd 1
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Business
Kenner Business Association reception to
celebrate 30 years of success
The Kenner Business Association is celebrating 30 years of promoting economic growth and development of community services in Kenner.
The Kenner Business Association, an organization comprised of over 70 members from various
types of corporations and industries, fosters leadership and advancement of the community’s vision
of a constant growing city. According to KBA President Mary-Sharon Howland, “The Kenner Business
Association helps promote businesses from every
sector. This is not an organization limited to executives. It is an organization that connects businesses and business people for mutually beneficial
results.”
Members of the community can stay updated
with www.kennerbusinessassociation.com, which
provides information on events and opportunities
in the job market, as well as news about businesses
throughout Kenner.
A reception will be held on Thursday, September 24, 2015, from 5:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. at the

VISIT CHAPELLECHIPMUNKS.COM
	
  

KENNER

BUSINESS

ASSOCIATION

Crossing in Rivertown, located at 519 Williams Boulevard. Individual tickets can be purchased at www.
kennerbusinessassoication.com for $10 or $15 if
purchased after September 18 or on the day of the
event. Contact Judy Labella at 416-7637.
The event is sponsored by 1st Lake Properties, Inc., Capital One Bank, Cross Road Centers,
MPress, Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner and Treasure Chest Casino.
The KBA holds a luncheon on the third Thursday of each month at Chateau Golf and Country
Club alternating guest speakers and member networking.

OPEN HOUSE
NOVEMBER 5, 2015  6:00-8:00PM
ARCHBISHOP CHAPELLE HIGH SCHOOL
8800 VETERANS MEMORIAL BLVD.  METAIRIE, LA 70003  504-467-3105

Deus Providebit
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Real Estate

Pending home sales slip in June, but remain above a year ago
By Linda R. Martin
Pending home
sales declined in June
but marked 14 consecutive months of yearover-year gains, according to the National Association of Realtors.

The Pending Home Sales Index, a forward-looking
indicator based on contract signings, slipped 1.4 percent to 99.3 in June from a downwardly revised 100.7
in May but is 9.5 percent higher than June 2011 when
it was 90.7. The data reflect contracts but not closings.
Lawrence Yun, NAR chief economist, said inven-

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Expert closing assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

Century Title_0515.indd 1
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home sales in the South declined 2.0 percent to an index of 106.2 in June but are 8.8 percent above a year
earlier. In the West the index rose 2.6 percent in June to
111.5 and is 3.0 percent higher than June 2011.
Yun says there also have been delays in the closing process. “With record low mortgage interest rates,
there has been a surge of refinancing on top of a higher
level of home purchases, which has been creating delays recently in the closing process,” he said.
“In addition, there have been some delays with
recent foreclosure sales as banks take steps to ensure
there are no paperwork problems. This is causing an
uneven performance in sales closings, which is likely to
continue, but we also see notably higher levels of sales
activity compared with a relatively flat performance in
the preceding four years,” Yun says.
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana,
can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors
office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner,
LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned
and operated company. Visit the company website at
www.gardnerrealtors.com.

Home

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Randy Lovitt
3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •

tory shortages are a factor. “Buyer interest remains
strong but fewer home listings mean fewer contract
signing opportunities,” Yun said. “We’ve been seeing a
steady decline in the level of housing inventory, which
is most pronounced in the lower price ranges popular
with first-time buyers and investors.”
According to the Realtors confidence index, the
buyer traffic index stood at 60 in June while the seller
index was 41, which shows a large imbalance between
buyer and seller interest. A value of 50 implies neutral
market conditions; the disparity between buyers and
sellers began to grow in early spring and has been in
a particularly large imbalance for the past two months.
“Any bank-owned properties that have been in
markets with inventory shortages should be released
expeditiously to help meet market demand,” Yun
says. “Housing starts will likely need to double over
the next two years to satisfy pent-up demand for both
rentals and ownership.”
The PHSI in the Northeast fell 7.6 percent to 76.6
in June but is 12.2 percent higher than a year ago. In
the Midwest the index slipped .04 percent to 94.4 in
June but is 17.3 percent above June 2011. Pending

2424 Williams Blvd., Suite N • 468-3533
M-F 7am to 7:30pm, Sat 7am to 7pm, Sun 8am to 5pm
www.brazilianmarketcafe.com
1/26/14 11:57 AM

Do you know who your plumber is?
By Dan Dormady
We self-perform
the routine maintenance and upkeep
around our homes because it is fairly easy to do and we have learned how over
the years. Sometimes, however, an emergency happens
or something critical breaks and we need to be able to
call a professional for fast, affordable and reliable service.
These situations include such things as a water
leak, clogged sewer line, an air conditioning not cooling, no hot water or a circuit breaker that keeps tripping.
These issues lots of times occur when we are
least prepared and then they elevate to an emergency situation. But with a little planning, most of these
problems can be easily handled and you can return
things to normal pretty quickly.
First, the faster you realize that the problem is
going to require professional help means the problem
is half-solved. The next step is who to call? The Yellow
Pages, Internet, the Better Business Bureau and local
newspapers are all good resources. However, while this
will likely lead you to getting the company that spends
the most money on advertising, they may not be the
best performing or lowest cost service provider.
This is where planning ahead for that water
leak or air conditioning failure is vital. Every homeowner should have a short list of professionals in
plumbing, electrical, heating and air conditioning
whose names and phone numbers are all written on
the same index card and stuck on the refrigerator
or uploading the contact information to your smart
phone can come in very handy, too.
Having a list of other professionals such as a
handyperson, a painter or a carpenter is also important.
But you will typically not be in an emergency when you
need their services and will have more time to find a
professional in these areas.
Developing your short list of professional repair
companies is going to require a little work. Personal
referrals from your friends and family often work the
best as you will get direct feedback on the contractor’s

performance, price and customer service. You can also,
in many cases, see the job and see what was done and
how it came out.
Your friends and family will also tell you which service providers they had a difficult time with and do not
recommend you use.
Don’t wait until you need one of these services in
an emergency to use them. For example, if you have a
good referral for a plumber and you have a small job that
you might be able to handle yourself, consider hiring the
plumber to see how they perform. Then, when an emergency happens, you are already a customer and they will
respond faster and you will be confident that the problem will be corrected and the cost will be reasonable.
You should also call your list of professionals before hiring them and go over things like their
experience, licensing, insurance and warranty. You
really want to have covered these items before that
emergency situation occurs.
One last tip on finding a professional. Let’s say you
don’t have your emergency repair professional contact
list put together just yet and you have an emergency like
a power outage or a water leak. Find the Yellow Pages
and go to the section you need and then to the end of
the listings and start dialing. If you look closely at the
yellow pages, you will see that so many of the listings
are in the A though C letters because it is human nature
for us to start searching at A. There are a lot of great
companies in the last half of the alphabet and they will
should be able to handle an emergency call as well as
those companies listed between A and C.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector and the president
of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned
consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection services.
Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.
net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.
criterium-dormady.com.
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Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner offers minimally invasive spine surgery
By Daniel Denis, M.D.
If you have low back pain, then you
are not alone. An estimated 75 to 85 percent of all Americans will suffer from low
back pain at some point during their life.
Unfortunately, in many patients, the low
back pain will recur and in about five percent of cases it will become a
persistent condition. Low back pain is not just very painful. It can cause
psychological distress such as depression and often have a negative impact on work and everyday activities.
Low back pain often occurs after a recent injury or after lifting something heavy. It can also be the result of a gradual loss of normal structure
and function over time, a condition called degenerative spine disease. The
pain can come from the muscles, ligaments or tendons that surround the
spine, but may also involve the bone, the discs between the vertebrae or the
nerves that exit the spinal column. The diagnosis is made based on history,
symptoms, physical examination and the results of diagnostic studies (Xrays, CT scan, MRI, EMG, nerve conduction studies or selective nerve block).
You should contact your primary care physician if your low back
pain occurs after a recent injury and if it gets worse or does not improve

after two to three days of home treatment. Depending on the findings,
you may be referred to a neurosurgeon. Most low back pain conditions
can be initially treated with conservative (non-surgical) means aimed at
relieving the inflammation (physical therapy, nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory medications or steroids injections). It is usually recommended
to have four to six weeks of conservative treatment before considering
surgery. You may be a candidate for surgery if your normal activities and
your quality of life are limited by back or leg pain. Indications for surgery
may also include progressive leg weakness or numbness, difficulty in
walking and loss of normal bowel and bladder functions.
At Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, we provide state-of-the-art
care for all aspects of spinal disorders. Our priority is to help you regain your quality of life. We are using minimally invasive techniques
that are faster, safer and require less recovery time than traditional
open spine surgery. Minimally invasive spine surgery (MIS) offers better cosmetic results from smaller skin incisions. It reduces blood loss
and muscle damage since the muscles fibres are dilated to access the
spine. It preserves the integrity of important ligaments and promotes
long-term spine stability. MIS procedures are also associated with less

postoperative infections and diminished reliance on pain medications
after surgery.
MIS procedures are used to treat a variety of conditions such as lumbar disc herniation, lumbar stenosis, degenerative scoliosis, cervical foraminal stenosis, spinal infections, spinal instability, vertebral compression fractures and spinal tumor. Through tubular retractors the neurosurgeon can
perform microdiscectomy, nerve decompression and tumor resection. Minimally invasive interbody fusion for stabilization of degenerative conditions
such as scoliosis and spondylolisthesis can also be accomplished through
much smaller incision and less operative morbidity.
If you require neurosurgery or spine surgery services, the Ochsner
Medical Center-Kenner has appointment available. Call 443-9500 to schedule an appointment.
Daniel Denis, M.D. is a neurosurgeon who completed a fellowship
in complex spine and minimally invasive spine surgery at University
of California in Los Angeles. Dr. Denis, fluent in French, has a medical
degree from University of Sherbrooke and completed his residency in neurosurgery at University of Montreal.

Community
American flag damaged during Katrina on permanent display
A tattered American flag that flew over a Driftwood home during
Hurricane Katrina 10 years ago will be permanently displayed in the
city’s emergency operations center in Rivertown.
A ceremony was held on August 28, 2015 at Kenner’s Office of
Emergency Management located at 1610 Rev. Richard Wilson Drive in
Rivertown. The flag was donated to Mayor Michael S. Yenni by Don
and Barbara Hanberry. August 29, 2015, was the 10-year anniversary
of the storm.
“This is a perfect opportunity to remember the more than 1,800

people who lost their lives in the storm,” Yenni said. “While Katrina
caused billions of dollars in damage, Kenner escaped some of the horrors experienced in New Orleans, St. Bernard and elsewhere.”
Yenni said Katrina in 2005 was the reason he created the city’s
first office of emergency management in 2010 and hired Doug Dodt as
emergency preparedness coordinator to work closely with Jefferson
Parish, state and federal officials to protect Kenner during emergencies such as hurricanes, tornadoes and train accidents.
“The flag represents Kenner in many ways,” Yenni said. “It took a

beating during Katrina, but has been properly cared for since then and
I am now proud to show it off. The same is true of our city, with more
than 2,800 structures damaged throughout Kenner, at a price tag of
more than $4 million. But we, too, have bounced back and I believe our
remarkable emotional and economic revival will continue.”

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.

Join the Arbor Day Foundation and receive 10 free trees
Everyone from Louisiana who joins the Arbor Day Foundation in
September 2015 will receive 10 free Arizona cypress trees as part of
the foundation’s “Trees for America” program.
Through Trees for America, everyone is encouraged to plant trees,
which benefits the environment and improves quality of life. With
nearly one million members and supporters, the Arbor Day Foundation is the nation’s largest nonprofit organization dedicated to planting
trees.
“Arizona cypress trees can be used as ornamental trees, as windbreaks or privacy screens or as living Christmas trees in your landscape,” said Matt Harris, chief executive of the Arbor Day Foundation.
“These trees will also add to the proud heritage of Louisiana’s 12 Tree
City USA communities. For the past 39 years, Tree City USA has sup-

ported effective urban forestry management across Louisiana and
planting these trees will enhance the state’s tree-planting tradition.”
The trees will be shipped postpaid at the right time for planting
between October 15 and December 10. 2015. The six to 12-inch trees
are guaranteed to grow or they will be replaced free of charge. Planting
instructions are enclosed with each shipment of trees.
New members of the Arbor Day Foundation will also receive The
Tree Book, which includes information about tree planting and care.
To receive the free Arizona cypress trees, send a $10 membership
contribution to Ten Arizona Cypresses, Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Arbor Avenue, Nebraska City, NE 68410, by September 30, 2015, or join
online at www.arborday.org/september.

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Friends of the Jefferson Parish Public Library to hold annual
fall “Big Book Sale”
The Friends of the Jefferson Parish Public Library will conduct
its semi-annual Big Book Sale from Thursday, October 15 to Sunday,
October 18, 2015 at the Pontchartrain Center located at 4545 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner.
Hours are 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., Thursday through Saturday, and
from noon to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday.
More than 55,000 used books, puzzles, DVDs, CDs, videotapes,
music tapes and vinyl records will be offered for sale.
The sale includes fiction and nonfiction books such as collectibles, art, travel, history, military and Civil War books.
Cash, checks and major credit (Visa, MasterCard and Discover)

and debit cards will be accepted. Admission is free and parking is
plentiful. All proceeds from the sale will benefit the Jefferson Parish
Library.
The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library is an independent,
nonprofit organization that supports the Jefferson Parish Library
by promoting library awareness, providing needed unbudgeted
items for all its branches through fundraising and participating in
literacy programs. During the past two decades, the Friends have
donated more than $1 million to the library system. For more information visit http://friendsofjeffersonlibrary.org, call 455-2665 or
email friendsjpl@yahoo.com.

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120
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Government

Parish and legislative candidates to also qualify for October’s gubernatorial election day
On September 8, 9 and 10, 2015, candidates will be able to qualify
to run for office for the October 24, 2015, primary election which features
the race for Louisiana’s next governor.
Other state positions on the ballot will be lieutenant governor, secretary of state, attorney general, treasurer, commissioner of agriculture
and forestry, commissioner of insurance and district seats on the board

of elementary and secondary education (BESE).
All four state legislative offices representing Kenner will be on the
ballot as well – both Louisiana Senate (Districts 10 and 19) and Louisiana House of Representative (Districts 79 and 92) positions.
Jefferson Parish elected offices on the ballot include parish president, sheriff, clerk of court, assessor, coroner, all district council seats (1,

2, 3, 4 and 5) and both councilmen-at-large (A and B) positions.
September 23, 2015, is the last day to register to vote for the
October 24 primary election. Early voting begins on October 10 and
ends on October 17, 2015. A runoff general election is scheduled for
November 21, 2015.

Representative Willmott
seeks reelection to Louisiana
House

Congemi to run for Jefferson
Councilman-At-Large,
Division A

On August 26, 2015, Louisiana
State Representative Tom Willmott
announced he will seek reelection
to the Louisiana House of Representatives, District 92, of which he has
served two terms.
Rep. Willmott, an attorney
and registered nurse, serves on
State Representative
Thomas Wilmott
several legislative committees
including health and welfare, municipal, parochial and cultural Affairs, ways and means and
joint capital outlay.
The primary election is scheduled for October 24, 2015.

On August 20, 2015, former
Kenner Mayor and Jefferson Parish Councilman Louis Congemi announced his candidacy for Jefferson
Parish Council-At-Large Division A.
Congemi served as the mayor
of Kenner from 1996 to 2003 and
Jefferson Parish Councilman from
Louis Congemi
2004 to 2012.
A Kenner native, Congemi
graduated from East Jefferson High School in 1967, earned a
bachelor’s degree in education from Loyola University in 1972 and
taught in the Jefferson Parish School System for 11 years. In 1982,
Congemi was elected to the Kenner City Council, serving 14 years.
The election is scheduled for October 24, 2015.

Rep. Stokes named to top NCSL committee

Muhleisen_0813.indd 1
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Have a
street
light out
in your neighborhood?

Louisiana State Rep. Julie Stokes, R-Kenner, has been elected to
the executive committee of the National Conference of State Legislatures.
Stokes was elected in early August of 2015 at the NCSL Legislative
Summit in Seattle, where state lawmakers from across the United States
gathered to discuss issues facing states and the nation.
“We are pleased to have Representative Stokes’ expertise on NCSL’s
Executive Committee,” said NCSL President and Utah Senate President
Pro Temp Curt Bramble. “As a current and rising leader in the Louisiana
Legislature, her participation in NCSL will be key in guiding the national
organization’s future.”
“I am honored to be elected to the executive committee after serving as part of NCSL’s Task Force on state and local taxation for a relatively
short time,” said Stokes, who was elected to the Louisiana House of Representatives in 2013 in a special election. “Learning and networking with
other leaders on a national level helps me to understand how Louisiana’s
tax structure compares to other states and how Louisiana might structure itself to more effectively compete in a global economy.”
Stokes, a certified public accountant, serves on a variety of House
committees, including Ways and Means, Health and Welfare, Labor and
11:00 PM
Industrial Relations and Joint Legislative Committee on Capital Outlay.
She is the vice chair of the Legislative Audit Advisory Council and is the
author and chair of the newly formed Sales Tax Streamlining and Modernization Commission that held its first meeting on August 15, 2015. The
district of Rep. Stokes includes most of north Kenner and an adjacent
portion of northwest Metairie along Lake Pontchartrain.

Click on Entergy’s new online portal
to submit streetlight problems.
This is the fastest way to get the issue to them.

https://secure.entergy.com/forms/StreetLights.aspx?FormId=132&RegionId=LA

Seminars and discussion panels
at the Seattle conference addressed a
wide scope of issues, such as the impact
of recent Supreme Court decisions, immigration, criminal justice, health care
and the Affordable Care Act, budgeting
and finance, taxes, oil prices and transState Representative
Julie Stokes
portation funding.
The NCSL Executive Committee is the governing body of the organization. It is comprised of 48 state
lawmakers and 15 legislative staff members. It drives the organization by
supervising and controlling the affairs of the NCSL, its committees and
publications, and decides the organization’s ultimate positions on matters of public policy.
The National Conference of State Legislatures is a bipartisan organization that serves the legislators and staff of the states, commonwealths
and territories of the U.S. It provides research, technical assistance and
opportunities for policymakers to exchange ideas on the most pressing
state issues.
The executive committee meets four times a year to oversee the development and implementation of NCSL policies. The next NCSL meeting
is October 15-17, 2015 in Nashville, Tennessee.

Legislative leadership award given to Rep. Stokes
Louisiana State Representative Julie Stokes, R-Kenner, is the recipient of this year’s Chamber Southwest Louisiana LegisGator Fusion Five
Award, given to an up-and-coming first term legislator who displays leadership and affects positive change.
Rep. Stokes said, “It is an honor to receive the LegisGator Fusion Five Award, and to have my work, as a state legislator to promote
change around the state of Louisiana, be recognized by this highly
regarded organization.”

Winners were honored at the 10th annual LegisGator awards ceremony in Lake Charles Friday, August 21, 2015.
The Chamber SWLA is comprised of hundreds of businesses
within the parishes of Southwest Louisiana who are working together
to strengthen the economic structure of the regional community. The
Chamber SWLA provides the resources and services necessary for its
members to prosper.
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Treasure Chest Casino is old enough to enter a casino
By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager
My, how the years fly by. Especially
when you’re having fun! This September, Treasure Chest Casino is turning
21! And to commemorate the most celebratory of birthdays, Treasure Chest is sponsoring some amazing
events to thank you for 21 years of casino excitement on the banks of
Lake Pontchartrain!
The celebration starts Friday, September 4, 2015 at noon until
10:00 p.m. when Treasure Chest celebrates you! To show the appreciation
you deserve for making us your neighborhood casino for the past 21 years,
all B Connected members will receive an “Appreciation Point Multiplier!”
Just swipe your B Connected card at any kiosk before you play to receive
seven times up to 40 times slot points!
The next day, Saturday, September 5, Treasure Chest celebrates
another important milestone – Boyd Gaming’s 40th anniversary

$400,000 giveaway. Lucky B Connected members will win thousands
in cash prizes at Treasure Chest and four semi-finalists will be entered into the grand prize drawing simulcast live from Las Vegas at
7:00 p.m. (CST). 39 semi-finalists from Boyd Gaming casinos around
the country will win $10,000 each and one grand prize winner will
receive $40,000 cash!
We’re still looking for that lucky progressive payday winner as
September’s prize reaches $70,000 slot dollars. On Saturday, September 19 at 9:00 p.m., 15 lucky guests will be drawn to win $100 up to
our progressive payday top prize of $70,000 slot dollars. And remember, if the progressive payday prize is not won in September, it will
roll over to October with another $10,000 slot dollars added.
The following Saturday, September 26, is when the party really
starts with our 21st birthday blowout! From 7:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.,
be one of 21 lucky guests winning $1,000 slot dollars! That’s $21,000

slot dollars for 21 years as your neighborhood casino!
We can’t believe it’s been 21 years! And you won’t believe the
fun and excitement to be had at Treasure Chest all month long in
September. We’ll see you on the lake!
As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21 or older to
enter the casino and become a B Connected member. Membership is
free and rules and restrictions apply.
Mike Garms is the general manager of Treasure Chest Casino
which is located at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake
Pontchartrain in Laketown. For more information, visit www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

September free live entertainment at Treasure
Chest Casino
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure
Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 24 hours
on Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. The casino’s phone
number is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for more information.
Below is a list of entertainment with schedule and times subject to change.

Wed., Sept. 2
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Wed., Sept. 9
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Sept. 17
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Fri., Sept. 25
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Flipside

Thurs., Sept. 3
6:00 p.m./7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
N.O. Football (no sound)/Foret Tradition

Thurs., Sept. 10
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Fri., Sept. 18
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Good Fellin Band

Sat., Sept. 26
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Esplanade

Fri., Sept. 4
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Escalade Show & Dance Show

Fri., Sept. 11
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Robyn Costello & Nouveau

Sat., Sept. 19
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Off the Hook

Sun., Sept. 27
Noon/6:00p.m.-10:00 p.m.
N.O. Football/WTIX Oldies Show

Sat., Sept. 5
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Slije Cryer & District 13

Sat., Sept. 12
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
River City Hit Squad

Sun., Sept. 20
Noon/6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
N.O. Football/WTIX Oldies Show

Sun., Sept. 6
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sun., Sept. 13
3:05 p.m./6:00p.m.-10:00 p.m.
N.O. Football/WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., Sept 23
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Wed., Sept. 16
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Sept. 24
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Closed for Private Event

19,405

Wed., Sept. 30
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire
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Jefferson Council on Aging Senior Centers to host community health fairs
September is “National Senior Center” month
and to promote health and well-being the Jefferson
Council on Aging’s ten senior centers will host community health fairs throughout the month. Open to
all, the fairs will feature wellness best practices,
vital health tests and information on key resources
and will be held throughout Jefferson Parish from
September 10 through September 24, 2015.
Many centers will provide glucose testing,
blood pressure screenings and flu shots along with
vision and hearing tests.

Refreshments and entertainment, plus door
prizes and giveaways, will be featured at the fairs.
Guest speakers and line dancing shows will be
scheduled throughout.
Jefferson Council on Aging, a 501(c)(3) organization, accommodates the multi-faceted needs of the
elder community including socialization opportunities at their 10 senior centers, in-home care for the
home-bound members and individual counseling.
The senior centers provide a means to engage within the community. From exercise and

art classes to bingo, congregate lunches, card
games and field trips, the senior centers and
its activities are designed to give its members a
reason to get up in the morning, meet friends,
stimulate the mind and body and remain productive. The centers offer many social, recreational,
educational and health services opportunities for
their members and their guests. Senior Center
membership is available to Jefferson Parish residents who are 60 plus years old and their spouses
(regardless of the spouse’s age) at no cost.

Check with the local JCOA center or the Jefferson Council on Aging’s website, www.jcoa.net for
dates, times and activities of each center’s fair. The
Jefferson Council on Aging senior center in Kenner
is located at 641 Compromise Street and its nine
other centers are located in Metairie, Harahan, Jefferson, Gretna, Marrero, Bridge City, Estelle, Grand
Isle and Lafitte.

Jefferson Council on Aging to host annual “Senior Moments” fundraiser
The Jefferson Council on Aging (JCOA) is
gearing up for its fourth annual fundraiser, Senior
Moments, which will be held on Friday, September
18, 2015, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 pm. A patron party
prior to the event will start at 6:00 p.m. The event
will take place at the Kenner Pavilion, located at
3800 Loyola Drive in Kenner. Senior Moments is
a fundraiser celebration offering live music, entertainment and local cuisine. The lead sponsors
for this year’s Senior Moments are Pat and Henry
Shane with Doris Rappold serving as event chair

and Susan Guidroz serving as board development
chair.
Top sponsors include Gulf Coast Bank and
Trust, Peoples Health, Cox Communications, Entergy, First NBC Bank, Mrs. Francis “Hank” Lauricella, Gregory Ricks and Associates, Treasure Chest
Casino and Valley Services, Inc.
JCOA is the vehicle to ensure that the seniors
of Jefferson Parish age with dignity and independence in the place and manner of their choice. A
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, JCOA’s services

include home-delivered meals, in-home care such
as bathing and housekeeping, senior employment
opportunities and recreation and wellness activities at its 10 senior centers throughout Jefferson
Parish. JCOA’s mission is to become the lifeline to
independence and active aging for seniors.
The Senior Moments fundraiser will offer live
jazz and 50s music performed by Arnie Johnson and
the Dynamics, cuisine from local restaurants, libations, a dance demo by Annette and Martin Marino,
a silent auction, parade of prizes and an exclusive

patron gathering.
Patron tickets are $125 per person and general admission Senior Moments tickets are $50 per
person. Sponsorship levels start at $500.
For more information or to purchase tickets,
call Jefferson Council on Aging at 207-4691 or email
lyager@jcoa.net. Tickets can be purchased online
at www.jcoa.net.
All proceeds will directly benefit the Jefferson
Council on Aging and its programs and services.

Senior center renamed to honor Thomas C. Laughlin, Jefferson Council on Aging leader

rkinson’s
Jefferson Parish officials celebrated the
ade of Prizes

renaming of the Jefferson Senior Center to the
Thomas C. Laughlin-Jefferson Senior Center, located at 4518 Jefferson Highway in Jefferson, on
ion Center
August 19, 2015.

Fee:

Community

The renaming dedication is in remembrance
of Thomas C. Laughlin, a passionate advocate for
the elderly who led the Jefferson Council on Aging for 35 years. A statewide leader known as the
“godfather of the aging,” Laughlin was able to re-

Sponsors:

cite details of geriatric law and convene people
to work for a better quality of life for a vulnerable
population.
Laughlin served on the board of the Louisiana Geriatric Society and worked with Gordon

Wadge, co-president of Catholic Charities in New
Orleans, to begin a local chapter of PACE (Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly), which
helps elderly people get the services they need to
remain home and out of nursing homes.

Free health screenings and more offered at annual health fair

d on walk day
are free
On September 12, 2015 from 10:00 a.m. untional)

til 3:00 p.m., the Agape Healthy Living Coalition
will host its second annual Agape Health Affair at
red Buddy Lawson Gym, located at 1800 Short Street
eceive:
in Kenner. The Agape Health Affair is hosted by
shirt the Coalition for Healthy Living, a partnership of
local churches and organizations working togeth-

l restaurants
drinks, and beer

er to address the health disparities in communities with the poor.
“The Agape Health Affair is an approach to
health promotion that illuminates the connections between spiritual health, physical health,
emotional health, healthy social relationships
and financial health. Each of these five areas of

health will be represented. Research has shown
and numerous articles have been written alerting us of the problems associated with obesity,
unhealthy practices and deficiencies in these
areas,” said Kaseem N. Short, pastor of Thomas
United Methodist Church. “At this free event,
participants will receive health screenings, give-

Sponsors:

aways, food and much more – all to promote
and encourage individuals to become aware and
proactive in their overall health. We are proud to
have Rouses, Metairie Bank, JenCare, the city
of Kenner and area churches among others who
have signed on to help sponsor this event.”

Featuring Silent Auction & Parade of Prizes

:

7, 2015
begins at 10 am
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Importance of voting
By Rafael E. Saddy
When an immigrant population
reaches a critical
mass in a community,
it is no longer the melting pot that is transforming
the community but the community transforming
American society. Businesses renovate, innovate
and grow along with new market trends from transformed society. Immigration waves and demographic
changes in the United States are changing the “melting pot.” This transformation of society should be
positive and progressive. Working collectively in our
communities by voting contributes to the path of
progress in our communities. Presidential elections
are important, but just as important are local elections, as your vote is your voice as an American citizen. It’s your opportunity to be heard, to hold elected
officials accountable for their decisions and to have

a say on important issues that affect your community.
Real values are expressed in actions, in what
you do and how you do it. It’s in the best interest for
the growth of the Hispanic community to get involved
and assimilate into their community. Hispanics can
boost the buying power in the community. It is important to understand how essential it is to strongly
advocate educating our youth and future leaders. It
is also important for Hispanics to continually educate
themselves. Without an education, failing to develop
skills or having no interest in furthering education results in being trapped in low-wage service jobs, living
in poor housing and not being able to be involved in
politics. This means limited avenues of advancement
and promotion. Education is the key to assimilating into a community and greatly helps in removing
barriers and promoting unity. As a community, if you
want to approach change it is going to require work-

Community
Angels’ Place chief executive officer named
to replace retiring Anita Gilford
Mark Firmin was named to the position
of chief executive officer of Angels’ Place as of
August 3, 2015. Firmin has been associated with
Angels’ Place for the past 15 years through his
involvement in Operation HeadStart which he
founded at Archbishop Rummel High School in
Metairie. Firmin has worked with young people
for 22 years specifically helping hundreds of
teenage boys give their time to help at-risk children in the New Orleans area. As director of the
Operation HeadStart service organization, Firmin managed the everyday workings of the organization including event planning, fundraising
and project management. Operation HeadStart
worked with youth but they also worked with
special needs adults and senior citizens.
Some of the service partners that Firmin
worked with include Magnolia Community Services, Special Connections, Special Olympics, Emertus
Assisted Living of Kenner, Project HeadStart of Jefferson Parish and JoJo’s Hope. Firmin served on the
board of directors of JoJo’s Hope as well as on the
board of Angels’ Place.
Firmin is a 1988 graduate of the University of
New Orleans with a bachelor’s degree in mathematics. He continued his studies at UNO to earn two
master’s degrees in mathematics/statistics in 1991
and curriculum and instruction in 2001. Firmin has
been a high school teacher for 23 years at Archbishop Rummel High School where he graduated
valedictorian in 1984.
Under the direction of Firmin, for the past 15

ing together to solve problems and making improvements instead of engaging in competition that results
in winners or losers.
A united community acts as one, therefore becoming highly effective in their goals and caring for
each other. It is important to exercise the right to
vote. It is a privilege to be heard. Take advantage of
this privilege and do not waste this important opportunity. By voting you become part of democracy and
have a part in how you want your government to be
governed. This is a country that governs itself by law
and if you want to affect changes, you then need to
help to enact legislation by voting.
If you want to move forward, you will have to
embrace your communities and you need to find
a way to integrate yourselves into the community
rather than segregate.
For information regarding absentee, early voting or online voter’s registration, call 736-6191.
Community announcements
Sept. 8-10: Election qualifying dates.
Sept. 15-Oct 15: “Hispanic Heritage Month” initiated by Congress in 1968 to celebrate the diverse cultures, traditions and valuable contributions of Hispanic/Latino people in the United States. It all started on
September 15, with the anniversary of independence
of Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, El Salvador and
Guatemala. In addition, Mexico declared its independence on September 16 and Chile on September 18.
For additional information call 464-4619.

Sept. 23: Last day to register to vote.
Oct. 10-17: Early voting. East Bank - 1221, Elmwood Park Blvd, Suite 502, Jefferson. West Bank
- 5001 Westbank Expressway, Suite C-2, Marrero. Kenner - 408 Minor Street.
Oct. 24: Gubernatorial primary election.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center
offers various programs as well as access to information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV: (Cox Cable channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) Hispanic TV programs
every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m.
For more information and program schedule, go to
www.kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner TV logo.
I leave you with this thought. “We must become
bigger than we have been – more courageous, greater
in spirit, larger in outlook. We must become members
of a new race, overcoming petty prejudice, owing our
ultimate allegiance not to nations but to our fellow
men within the human community.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer
for the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the board of directors of the Jefferson Parish Human Services Authority. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net.
Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284,
Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Mark Firmin
Chief Executive Officer
Angels’ Place
years Rummel’s Operation HeadStart students have
hosted a Christmas party for Angels’ Place children
and their families and have also started hosting an
event in October, “Raider Booville.”
Angels’ Place provides loving respite care to
seriously ill children and their families in the greater New Orleans area and across Louisiana, mainly
receiving their referrals from Children’s Hospital.
Trained volunteers and staff make respite visits to
the children in their homes and hospitals giving exhausted caregivers needed rest and family quality
time. All services are absolutely free. Angels’ Place
is a 501(c)(3) children’s charity.
Visit the Angels’ Place website for more information at www.angelsplacenola.org.
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Community

Come watch
your football at
Stepbrothers.

Rummel-Chapelle band members play
Carnegie Hall in New York City

Nobody does it
better than us!
OPEN 11 am - 4 am

We are the place
to watch LSU &
Saints games
on our 19 TVs.
Not a bad seat
in the house.

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

Beer bucket specials, great
food & special giveaways
throughout the season. DJ
before, during & after the
game. NFL Ticket. WIFI.

Come early on Sunday
for our Bloody Mary
Specials & pregame
shows on so you
can make sure your
Fantasy Team lineup
is the best it can be.

On June 28, 2015, members of the RummelChapelle band toured the East Coast with the
Greater New Orleans Youth Orchestra and performed at Carnegie Hall. Archbishop Chapelle High
School Senior Taylor Sparacello attended, along
with Archbishop Rummel High School Sophomore
Spencer Mullen and Jacob St. Pierre, a junior at
Rummel.

The band members performed in Charleston, SC; Williamsburg, VA; Washington, D.C.; and
Philadelphia, PA, culminating with a performance
at New York’s historic Carnegie Hall. The touring
Rummel-Chapelle band members also received
music instruction and interacted with members of
the Philadelphia Philharmonic while in Philadelphia.

FIRST SAINTS REGULAR SEASON GAME - SEPT. 13.
First LSU game-Sept. 5. First NFL regular season-Thursday, Sept. 10.
WE HAVE YOU COVERED THURSDAY-MONDAY FOR FOOTBALL.

NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!
Stepbrothers_0915.indd 1
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Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,
Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation
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Gates, Pavers and more!
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Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured
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“The man who stops
advertising to save
money is like
the man who
stops the clock
to save time.” Annual poster and essay contest for
—Thomas Jefferson

Archbishop Rummel High School Sophomore Spencer Mullen, Archbishop Chapelle High School
Senior Taylor Sparacello and Rummel Junior Jacob St. Pierre toured with the Greater New Orleans Youth
Orchestra this summer.

Jefferson Parish students announced

Advertise in the
KENNER STHR • 468-9125

The Jefferson Parish Department of Environmental Affairs has announced its 16th annual
“Nonpoint Source Pollution and Solutions Poster
and Essay Contest” for students from Jefferson
Parish schools in third to eighth grade. Students
in third through sixth grade will be able to participate in the poster contest and those in seventh
and eighth grade will be able to enter the essay
contest.
An awards ceremony will be held for winners, parents, teachers and school principals with
trophies awarded to first, second, third place and
honorable mention winners in each grade level.
As public education is one of the most effective ways to combat Nonpoint Source Pollution,
Jefferson Parish implemented the student poster-

essay contest fifteen years ago as a component of
the Storm Water Management Program.
The goal of the poster and essay contest is to
demonstrate sources of nonpoint source pollution
and involve the students in becoming part of the
solutions.
The deadline for contest entries to be postmarked or hand delivered to the Jefferson Parish
Department of Environmental Affairs is Friday,
January 15, 2016. The office address is 4901 Jefferson Highway, Suite E in Jefferson.
For any further information or contest
clarifications, contact Sami Khalil, storm water
program supervisor with Jefferson Parish Department of Environmental Affairs, at 731-4612.
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Assisted living
from page 1

“The neighborhood could have taken the
NIMBY approach (Not in my back yard) but they
didn’t,” said Impastato. “Of course, this was not
Validus’ first rodeo. They are very experienced and
knew from the start they had to incorporate designs
and amenities at the site that would aesthetically
appeal to the surrounding neighborhood. The
response to those designs from the neighbors in
District 5 has been overwhelming and those who
have commented have universally concluded that
the assisted living center would be an asset for the
city of Kenner and the entire community.”
Plans for the assisted living center here and
in 32 other National Football League cities were an
outgrowth of litigation pressed by former players
against the NFL. The players contended that the NFL
has downplayed the seriousness of concussions and
other head-related injuries. In the recent class-action
suit settlement this past April, the NFL agreed to

Safest cities
from page 1

only smaller cities would make this list.”
In fact, Kenner has nearly the same population
as all of the other 10 cities on the list – combined.

Graffiti
from page 1

a day care center. I was surprised to find that there
was no existing city ordinance to address the removal
of graffiti,” said Councilman Reynaud. “So I worked
together with Councilman Conley and our city’s code
department to come up with legislation to handle
future graffiti issues.”
“Unfortunately, in most cases, it’s the property
owner who has to bear the brunt of removing the
graffiti,” said Councilman Conley. “If the perpetrator
is caught, then he and/or his parents have to pay for
the removal of the graffiti. The perpetrator can also
be fined, jailed or sentenced to community service.”

Treasure Chest

23

fund 33 assisted living centers to provide residential
accommodations for former NFL players with
memory-related ailments as well as others facing the
same difficulty. Validus Senior Living is in partnership
with the NFL Alumni Association to provide and
complete the centers at a total cost of over $1.1 billion
in the next five years.
Councilman Impastato said it isn’t likely that
many of the residents of the facility will be former NFL
players. Most of the residents will be ordinary citizens
looking for a comfortable place to retire and enjoy life
with the ability to have some living assistance, he said.
Kenner Planning Department Director Jay
Hebert said 60 of the 160 center’s residents will
occupy the memory care wing.
The Kenner City Council unanimously
approved Validus’ plan at its July 23, 2015 meeting.
Impastato said Validus hopes to begin construction
this year with completion in September 2016.
The facility will include a parking lot able to
accommodate 110 vehicles.

first major capital outlay funding in the city’s budget
since 1982.
Millions and millions of dollars in street, drainage
and sewer work, among other capital improvements,
have been paid for by Treasure Chest Casino monies
benefitting all five council districts, contributing to a
major part of infrastructure improvement in the city
over the last 21 years.
Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said, “There were
some concerns 21 years ago that the Treasure Chest
would trigger additional crime. That hasn’t happened
and, in fact, we have recently been ranked as one of
the safest cities in Louisiana when it comes to violent
crime. That excellent record has been possible with
the help of the Kenner Police Department’s portion
of yearly revenue from the Treasure Chest. My hope
is another 21 prosperous years for the Treasure Chest.
They have been a great partner and they will be a key
element in redevelopment of the lakefront area.”

Rodney Miller, marketing director of the
Treasure Chest, is a native of the New Orleans area and
has worked for Treasure Chest and parent company,
Boyd Gaming, since 2002. “A lot of fun memories have
been made here at Treasure Chest over the last 21
years. I have come across many friendships that have
been created over the years both within the Treasure
Chest family of team members and between team
members and guests,” states Miller.
‘We will continue to support the local community
and partner with the city of Kenner for great local
events both in Laketown and around Kenner. We are
proud to be located in the city of Kenner and thank
the community for 21 great years.” said Mike Garms,
Treasure Chest Casino General Manager.
Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown
at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is
open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from 8:00
a.m. until 3:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. The
casino’s phone number is 443-8000 and the website is
www.treasurechestcasino.com.

Other cities in the metropolitan area to make
the list included Harahan and Mandeville. “I want to
compliment the police officers and elected officials in
both those cities,” Yenni said.
Glaser said Kenner’s inclusion on the list is both

a compliment to the work his officers do on a daily
basis, and to Yenni and the City Council, for making
police issues a priority.
“Obviously, being in the shadow of a large
metropolitan area can be a challenge for any police

department, but we are fortunate to have a force filled
with hard-working individuals who are passionate
about keeping this city safe,” Glaser said.
For the complete list go to www.OnlyinYourState.
com/louisiana/safest-places-la.

If caught, perpetrators can be fined a maximum of
$500, double the previous fine, can be sentenced to a
maximum of 21 hours of community service and up to
60 days of jail time for a first offense.
Councilman Conley said graffiti removal is not a
service that the city can provide. “In the end, it’s like
cleaning your yard after a storm or removing a fallen
tree from your backyard after a hurricane,” said Conley.
The goal of the law, which changes the offense from
criminal mischief to a criminal damage to property,
is to make sure graffiti is removed, regardless if the
perpetrator is found. The city of Kenner is responsible
for removing graffiti from any municipal property.
The ordinance also provides a specific definition
of graffiti: “Graffiti means any sign, inscription, design,

drawing, diagram, etching, sketch, symbol, lettering,
name or marking which is scratched, painted or
sprayed on any surface regardless of the material of
that structural component in such a location and in
such a manner so as to deface the property.”
“In reflecting as to why there was no legislation in

place to address graffiti in our city, I think it is because
we have not had a major graffiti problem in the past.
I’m sure that is due to the involvement of our citizens
and the great job of our Kenner Police Department,”
said Councilman Reynaud.
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Community Development
from page 1

The IFES program is an effort between the
city’s community development department and the
Kenner Public Housing Authority to end the cycle of
homelessness.
Terrell said the IFES program started in March
2014 and in just one year has located housing for
10 homeless families and individuals. In addition,
jobs were found for eight of these families and one
client received help to successfully begin receiving
disability payments and other benefits.
One Kenner resident who has benefitted from
the program, Clarence Jones, received an award for
“Meritorious Accomplishment by an Individual who
has Successfully Completed a Family Self-Sufficiency
Program.”
Jones, 70, lost his home and most of his
belongings in a fire in August 2013. Fighting various
illnesses, he spent weeks in the hospital and about
four months in Kenner’s Emergency Shelter and
then was placed in permanent housing through the
Housing Choice Voucher Program.
“Clarence visits the department for his regularly
scheduled follow-up visits for help with food stamps
and other issues and reports that he is healthier and
now much happier in his new apartment, saying
he now ‘feels like a king,’” said Terrell. “Watching

Kenner Community Development Department’s
Joan Baptist was honored for “Meritorious
Continuing Performance by an Employee”
for her work with the city’s “First Time
Homebuyers Program” for helping place
10 new homeowners in Kenner.
the progress Mr. Jones has made underlines the
importance of the program, ‘and the success of the
work that Community Development performs.’”
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