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After a year of study, a nine-member charter 
change committee recommended a revision of the 
Kenner’s city charter so as to tie the salaries of the 
city’s mayor and police chief to those of state district 
court judges, which are set by state law. The commit-
tee did not recommend any dollar amount salary in-
crease. The city charter presently provides, however, 
that those salaries can be raised by ordinance of the 
Kenner City Council. The salary raises were brought 
before the city council and the salary changes were 
approved in ordinance form by the Kenner City Coun-
cil at its December 3, 2015 meeting.
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By council resolution Kenner District 2 Coun-
cilman Mike Sigur was elected council president at 
the Kenner City Council’s December 17, 2015 meet-
ing. Sigur’s term as council president will run from 
January 1 until June 30, 2016.

Current Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni will 
be sworn in as the president of Jefferson Parish on 
January 6, 2016, and, as per the city’s charter, when 
his resignation becomes effective that day, the pres-
ident of the Kenner City Council, Sigur, becomes 
acting Kenner mayor until an election is held to fill 
the vacancy.

Yenni submitted a resignation letter on  

December 6, 2015 to the Louisiana Secretary of 
State’s office which allowed the city council to de-
clare an upcoming mayoral vacancy and to schedule 
a special mayoral election on November 8, 2016.

Kenner District 5 Councilman Dominick Im-
pastato III was elected by the council as council 
vice president in a separate resolution for the same 
six-month term. Impastato will oversee council 
meetings during Sigur’s tenure as acting mayor.

As per the two council resolutions ratified on 
December 17, Sigur and Impastato will swap roles 
on July 1, 2016 which will then make Impastato the 

Councilman Sigur to become acting Kenner mayor in January

Mike Sigur
Incoming Kenner President

Charter change 
committee 
recommendation for 
mayoral, police chief 
pay raises approved by 
Kenner City Council
By Allan Katz
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The city of Kenner was recently awarded 
more than $6.9 million in a settlement from BP due 
to damages incurred from the 2010 oil spill in the 
Gulf of Mexico. At its December 3, 2015 meeting, 
the Kenner City Council approved allocation plans 
by a 5-2 vote to fund a variety of city needs includ-
ing police equipment, building improvements, a fire 
department ladder truck along with drainage and 

street and gym improvements.
The amount available for city projects is ap-

proximately $5.287 million. City council ordinances 
mandate that the police department has to be given 
24 percent of any undedicated funds received by 
the city which means $1,672,496 of the BP money 
goes directly to the police department. The police 
department’s money is expected to fund computer 

equipment, capital improvements, field services 
equipment, 21 patrol cars, jail services equipment 
and investigative services equipment and vehicles.

Yenni’s administration compiled a list of pos-
sible projects to fund with the BP money after an 
evaluation of the city’s needs. The proposed city 
projects needing funding include reconstructing 

Future building projects for Kenner planned with BP money

Kenner’s Food Bank moved out of its old lo-
cation in a former fire station on Worth Street in 
south Kenner to its brand new building located at 
317 Oxley Street on December 21, 2015.

“I am so excited that Kenner will finally have 
a food bank that was designed and built to actually 
serve the public in that capacity,” Kenner Mayor 
Michael S. Yenni said. “I think everyone will be im-
pressed by the additional space and amenities in 
the new facility.”

The new Kenner Food Bank cost a little more 

than $700,000, with funds for the construction com-
ing from a variety of sources, including the sale of 
the Worth Street facility to the East Jefferson Le-
vee District for $84,000, Community Development 
Block Grants totaling more than $198,000 and 
contributions from six Kenner City Council mem-
bers totaling $81,600. The contractor was J.A. Jack 
Julius Jr.

The East Jefferson Levee District purchased 
the old food bank building and property on Worth 

Newly built Kenner Food Bank now open
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Construction of the new $598 million main ter-
minal at the Louis Armstrong International Airport 
is getting started the first week of January, 2016 on 
the north side of the airport tract.

“This is what we’ve been waiting for,” said Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans Aviation Director Iftikhar 
Ahmad, the driving force behind the new terminal 
that will be located near Veterans Drive and the 
Loyola I-10 exit. Ahmad said the first assignment 

of the work crews will be driving piles and shap-
ing huge mounds of soil before being used in the  

Construction of new Armstrong  
International terminal gets  
started in January 2016
By Allan Katz

Iftikhar Ahmad
Louis Armstrong New Orleans 

International Airport Director of Aviation
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The city of Kenner officially dedicated its lat-
est public sculpture – a 16-foot elephant named 
Ella – in a ceremony on December 19, 2015. The 
sculpture is located on the median near Divine 
Mercy Church located at 4337 Sal Lentini Parkway.

The sculpture was created by artist Hernan 
Caro, with the specific goal of educating the pub-
lic about vanishing species around the world. Caro 
is one of a number of artists and business leaders 
associated with the Krewe of Awe, a group focused 
on saving vanishing species through education and 
policy changes.

The sculpture was donated to the city by Ken-
ner residents Henry and Pat Shane. Henry Shane, 
an architect and developer, said he and his wife 

Ella the Elephant, new public sculpture donated to city
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Lundi Gras Ad_0116 OUT.indd   1 12/26/15   12:44 PM

Dream to Fly 
Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes  
Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical 
dragon flights thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of 
magic carpet rides. Leonardo da Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his 
fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned to look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your 
audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas about flight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued 
the ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

AND

one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 27 minutes  
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big 
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to 
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even 
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Presented by:

Big Bird’s  
Adventure

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  H   Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show  H  Children/Seniors, $5 per show   H  Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us        show schedule subject to change

Saturdays - 1 p.m. H Running time: 42 minutes  
You’ll find a frenzy of fun in this fast-paced and wildly entertaining laser light show. Wonder at thousands of 
colorful designs as they dance across a 50-foot dome to the tunes of such popular artists as Shania Twain, Will 
Smith, and Sting.

Season of Light
Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes  
• Why do we decorate trees at Christmas?   • Why do we kiss under the mistletoe?
• Why do we light the candles of a Menorah?   • What did the Wise Men really see in 

the East? Find these answers and more! Learn the history behind many of our holiday traditions and explore the sky 
at the time of Jesus’ birth in this heartwarming holiday planetarium show!

MegadomeAd_0116.indd   1 12/26/15   12:55 PM

FREE PARKING AND ADMISSION
400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

OPEN EVERY SATURDAY FROM 9AM – 1PM 

Fresh fruits, vegetables & dairy for sale grown locally!
 Homemade jams and jellies!

Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!

To become a vendor  
or for more information call Nancy Ladner,  

Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211
visit www.kenner.la.us www.Facebook.com/RivertownFarmersMarket 

Farmers Market_0116.indd   1 12/26/15   12:56 PM

CityofKennerFP_0116.indd   1 12/26/15   12:57 PM
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Sometimes it feels like nothing can slow you down, but 
if left untreated, the consequences of heart disease can 
stop you in your tracks. That’s why more men and 
women in Louisiana trust Ochsner Kenner for
advanced heart care.

225.258.2037

2/19/15   2:57 PM

Ochsner Health Center – 
Kenner
200 W. Esplanade Avenue
Kenner, LA 70065
504.443.9500

We keep your heart

str    ngO

MORE OPTIONS
You’ll find our all-encompassing 
cardiac care options are 
conveniently available across the 
region in Kenner, LaPlace and
Lutcher.

ADVANCED CARE
Our physicians know firsthand 
about the most advanced heart 
disease prevention and 
treatment options for both men 
and women. 

AVAILABLE LOCATIONS:

Ochsner Medical Complex – River Parishes
502 Rue de Santé, Suite 206
LaPlace, LA 70068
985.224.1248

Ochsner Health Center – 
Lapalco
4225 Lapalco Blvd.
Marrero,   LA  70072
504.371.9355

so you never
miss a beat.

Ochsner Health Center – 
St. James
1645 Lutcher Avenue
Lutcher, LA 70070

The urology team at Ochsner Kenner offers individualized 

to problems of the prostate and kidneys as well as impotence,
incontinence and infertility. 

MORE OPTIONS
You’ll find our all-encompassing urology care 
options are conveniently available across the 
region in Kenner, Luling and Laplace.

ADVANCED CARE
Our physicians work with you, using the most 
advanced technologies and techniques, and provide 
you with an individualized treatment plan. 

Ochsner Health Center – Kenner
200 W. Esplanade Avenue
Kenner, LA 70065
504.464.8588

Ochsner Health Center – Luling
1057 Paul Maillard Road
Luling, LA 70070
985.785.3740

AVAILABLE LOCATIONS:

treatment plans for all urology concerns, with special attention

Ochsner Health Center – River Parishes
502 Rue de Sante, Suite 308
Laplace, LA 70068
985.652.3500
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DRY ICE
 99¢ lb.

COKE 
PRODUCTS

4.99COKE, DIET COKE, 
DR PEPPER 
AND OTHER 

12 PACK 
COKE PRODUCTS 12 PACK

 

CHECK OUT OUR
PACKAGE BEER
“Lowest Price Allowed by Law”

 Ice Cold 

  KEG 
  BEER

19.99
Bud                 Coors Lite                    Bud Lite                  Miller Lite

24 PACK 12 OZ.
SUITCASE

To Go!

5.99

CAJUNLAND

20 Pack
Long Neck Bottles
bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

theicehousekenner.com
2151 Williams Blvd. – RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH – 469-3503 • theicehousekenner.com

Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm     Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm     Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

17.99

IceHouse_0116.indd   1 12/26/15   1:02 PM

With our leftover turkey broth which we prepared throughout the holidays we made this  
calming South American risotto. A great start to a wonderful new year! I refer to our broth as liquid gold – it’s 
golden in color, thick and creamy and it just makes everything it comes in contact with better.

Stavo veered from ordinary risotto with the addition of cilantro to give this risotto the South American flair and 
green hue. It was just as delicious as a dish he dined on while on a recent trip to Santiago, Chile.

Ingredients

1/2 to 1 tablespoon olive oil; 1 heaping tablespoon finely chopped cilantro; 1/2 cup medium to long grain rice; 
1/4, or a tad more onion, finely chopped; 2 tablespoons butter; 2 1/4 cups turkey or chicken stock; 1/2 ounce fresh 
grated Parmesan cheese; Tablespoon of roasted pine nuts for garnish; Salt and white pepper

First mince onion and sauté in olive oil for five minutes over medium heat. Add half of the butter and the half cup 
of rice and mix well. Slowly add in 1/2 cup of broth and a pinch of salt and white pepper and raise temperature 
slightly.

This dish requires a constant soft stir and the continuous addition of liquid. It’s a calm cooking process, however. 
Enjoy!

Make sure to add just enough broth to keep the liquid level just above the rice throughout the cooking process. 
Adding it slowly will ensure that the temperature will stay fairly constant. It will take roughly 30 minutes and a 
total of 2 1/4 cups of broth from the moment the rice begins to cook for it to be very tender.

When time is almost over, add in the remainder of the butter. Once the rice is tender, add the cheese and mix well. 
This recipe can be doubled.

Plate, add toasted pine nuts and fresh cilantro to the center of the plate! Enjoy!

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with 
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are 
welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions 
and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

South American Risotto
By foodieforone.com

Recipe CornerRecipe Corner
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Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm

Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for  To Go Orders!

Burger Specials 
(Chateau Blvd. location only)

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger 

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger 
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger 
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss Burger
All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

ChateauCafe_1113.indd   1 10/25/13   9:18 PM

“...Brazilian deli serving an impressive array of 

meat pies, some very novel sandwiches and a  

Saturday afternoon stew like no other.” — Gambit

Authentic 

BrAziliAn 
Cuisine 

made 
Fresh DAily 

with  
homemADe spiCes

Coxinha
deep-fried fritters made with  

spiced & floured shredded chicken.

Feijoada 
traditional black bean & pork stew made with  

salted pork, smoked pork ribs & smoked sausage  
served with collard greens, orange slices & rice 

sprinkled with tapioca flour (farofa).

plate lunches, meat pies, savory pastries,  
fresh cane juice, natural shakes & juices

BRAZILIAN MARKET & CAFE
2424 Williams Blvd., Suite N  • 468-3533

M-F 7am to 7:30pm, Sat 7am to 7pm, Sun 8am to 5pm

www.brazilianmarketcafe.com

62 menu items under $10

Brazilian Burgers start at $5.75

Breakfast 
served

Daily 

Grilled Brazilian Cut Top sirloin steak

Daily specials 

$836

BrazilianMarket&Cafe_0214.indd   1 1/26/14   11:57 AM



5         KENNER STR    JANUARY 2016 

  •   800-223-2060

Ask a banker or visit GULFBANK.COM for details. 

GCB_KennerStaradREWARDS7870.indd   1 12/9/15   3:27 PM

2504 Maine Avenue Metairie, LA 70003 

504-233-4720 

Discoveryhsf.org

Visit our website for upcoming tour dates!
Applications: www.discoveryhsf.org/admissions 

Now accepting applications for PRE-K - 9TH GRADE

Deadline to Apply: February 26

  Why Choose Kenner Discovery?
 	 •	Rigorous	Academics	
	 	 •	Diverse	Co-Curricular	Courses
	 	 •	Athletic	Program
	 	 •	No	Testing	Requirements	
	 	 •	No	Tuition	

DISCOVERY
HEALTH SCIENCES ACADEMY

 facebook.com/discoveryhsf 

KENNER DISCOVERY IS 
GROWING A HIGH SCHOOL!
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A monumental victory for political correctness in  
New Orleans 
 By Jeff Crouere

Everyone who 
cares about the fu-
ture of Kenner owes a 
big “thank you” to the 
members of the Ken-
ner Charter Change 

Advisory Committee that met at night once a month 
for a year and came up with 28 recommendations to 
improve the way that the city works.

That isn’t to say that we all have to agree with 
their recommendations. Some, for example, were not 
totally pleased with the committee’s recommendation 
that a city charter change be made to give the mayor 
and the police chief a 53 percent salary bump. How-
ever, the Kenner City Council by law could approve 
an ordinance giving raises to those two city positions 
and ultimately that happened, raising the mayor from 
a previous salary of $72,500 to $111,129 and the chief 
from $68,500 to $105,280. Kenner District 3 Council-
man Keith Reynaud and Kenner District 1 Council-
man Gregory Carroll agreed that the jobs of the mayor 

and the police chief required a raise but they thought 
that what was proposed was a bit steep. On the other 
hand, a majority of the Kenner City Council agreed 
with the committee, although Kenner Councilwoman-
at-large Maria DeFrancesch abstained on the mayor’s 
salary increase vote. Just about everyone agreed with 
the committee members that the mayor and police 
chief of Kenner should be paid more for their efforts 
than those of much smaller communities like Gretna 
and Harahan, as Kenner official’s positions require far 
more responsibilities.

The committee included chairman Michael 
Power, Tony Ligi as vice-chairman, Brian Brennan, 
Frank Compagno, James Evans, William Vanderbrook, 
Deborah Villio, Jerry Volk and Debra Yenni. Jessica 
Worley served as secretary for the committee. Every-
one who was involved is praising Michael Power’s 
leadership. Power is the interim city attorney for Ken-
ner who will move in January to become the parish 
attorney under new Jefferson Parish President Mike 
Yenni. Power has been practicing law for 40 years 

and has been a legal advisor to the city of Kenner 
for 20 years. Most of the committee members knew 
each other from having worked on previous commit-
tees of one kind of another. They are all civic leaders 
who served without pay and gave hundreds of hours 
of their personal time to wrestle with the many prob-
lems, challenges and issues that Kenner has to re-
solve to be the smoothly running city that will prosper 
and grow in the 21st century.

I agree with committee member Volk, a local 
Kenner attorney, who said, “This just might be the 
best civic committee that I’ve served on. These are 
very knowledgeable people who truly love Kenner. 
You can agree or disagree with our recommendations 
but I don’t think anyone will quibble about the com-
mitment that the committee members demonstrated. 
Michael Power was an excellent committee chairman 
and each of the others brought particular skills to the 
table. For example, I really admire Deborah Villio. 
She is a very smart, hard-working lady.”

It was Villio who got credit for the best quip of 

the year that the committee worked together when 
she said that if Kenner was going to continue to pay in 
the $70,000 range for the mayor and the police chief 
the only candidates for these offices would be those 
who have money or had married well when compared 
with the salaries for similar duties and responsibili-
ties in the private sector.

As I watched the committee members at work, 
I was reminded that every city needs dedicated vol-
unteers who will contribute long hours and lots of 
thought to the betterment of the community. Ken-
ner is blessed to have the kind of gifted people that 
served on the charter change advisory committee. 
They gave their time and their best efforts as a gift 
to the city of Kenner. They each deserve a standing 
ovation with the thanks of all of us who want to see 
Kenner continue to prosper.   

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bell-
south.net.

Charter change committee does a superb job for Kenner
By Allan Katz

Political

Last week, in the 
“City that Care Forgot,” 

New Orleans politicians displayed very little care for 
their city’s history, but showed they cared a great deal 
for political correctness.

In a 6-1 vote, New Orleans City Council mem-
bers passed an ordinance supported by Mayor Mitch 
Landrieu to declare four historic Confederate monu-
ments “nuisances” and remove them from the city 
landscape. It was a big political victory for Landrieu 
who created this controversy after the murder of nine 
African-Americans in Charleston, South Carolina, by a 
racist white maniac in June.

Immediately thereafter, Landrieu made the 
connection between the shooting and the four New 
Orleans monuments, even though the issues were to-
tally unrelated. The monuments did not shoot anyone 
or commit a crime. They are inanimate objects that 
are priceless works of art. Two of them were created by 
renowned sculptor Alexander Doyle and three of them 
are listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Prior to the council’s vote, the arrogant and 
pompous Landrieu had already lined up contractors 
to remove the monuments. Fortunately, his plans have 
been, at least temporarily, halted by a federal lawsuit 
filed by four organizations concerned about historic 
preservation. No action will be taken by the city of New 
Orleans to remove the monuments until a January 14 
hearing before U.S. District Court Judge Carl Barbier. 
The plaintiffs, which include the Louisiana Landmarks 
Society and the Monumental Task Committee, are ask-
ing for a temporary restraining order, claiming that the 
removal of the monuments would violate a number of 
state and federal laws.

In fact, all New Orleans residents should be 
concerned about preserving these monuments. They 
reflect an important part of the city’s involvement in 
the Civil War, one of the most influential periods of our 

nation’s history. Removing the monuments will not de-
stroy the evils of slavery. It will not rectify the injustices 
committed against African-Americans and other mi-
nority groups. It is only a feel good gesture that is being 
pushed by a mayor who is using the issue to promote 
his political career.

In his speech to the city council, the mayor 
claimed that he represented “the people,” but, ironi-
cally, he opposed the contentious issue being placed on 
the ballot for all New Orleans residents to decide. As 
noted by one council member, this entire debate was a 

“top down” discussion being foisted on the council and 
the city by Mayor Landrieu.

It is no surprise that during the debate, a mys-
terious poll of New Orleans voters, either authorized 
by Landrieu or his supporters, asked respondents 
their opinion of the mayor, the monuments and the 
potential for Landrieu to change the city’s charter 
and serve a third term. The removal of the monu-
ments is an issue supported by many African-Amer-
ican voters, who comprise about 65 percent of the 
New Orleans electorate. Obviously, it may be used 
by Landrieu to attempt a charter change to extend 
his tenure as mayor of New Orleans.

By any measure, Landrieu does not deserve an-
other term. In fact, he should be recalled for failing 
miserably as mayor. The New Orleans Police Depart-
ment has lost 500 officers since Landrieu took office. 
The rate for violent crimes such as murder, rape and 
armed robbery will increase this year. In fact, the rate 
for carjacking reached an all-time high in November. 
Street conditions are atrocious, while many city agen-
cies and departments, such as the New Orleans Sewer-
age and Water Board are unreliable at best.

To boost city revenues, the mayor is getting ready 
to push another increase in property taxes, after he 
just finished penalizing tourists, employees and pa-
trons who use parking meters in the city. Not only did 

Landrieu extend the hours until 10:00 p.m., but he also 
jacked up the rates throughout the city, and doubled 
them in the Central Business District and the French 
Quarter. As a tax and spend liberal, he finds great satis-
faction in making citizens and tourists pay more money 
to city government.

These precious tourists, who fund the city’s 
largest industry, will find New Orleans a much less 
interesting city to visit after the four historic monu-
ments are removed. In fact, one of the supposedly 

“racist” monuments, Lee Circle, was ranked by tour-
ists as one of the top ten sites in New Orleans to visit. 
If Landrieu succeeds with his scheme, Lee Circle 
and the other monuments will be replaced with 
statues approved by the power hungry mayor and 
his sycophants, quite a travesty.

Thus, Mayor Landrieu created a firestorm, 
stoked racial divisions and attacked the city’s history, 
all to promote his political career. As New Orleans pre-
pares to celebrate its 300th anniversary in 2018, it has 
now been severely tarnished by a politician once again.

Thankfully, New Orleans has survived three cen-
turies of corrupt, arrogant and self-promoting mayors 
and it will survive Mitch Landrieu. Unfortunately, his 
negative legacy will not soon be forgotten.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his 
Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside Poli-
tics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. 
Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, Channel 
32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on 
radio station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the 
north shore. Crouere is a political analyst for WGNO-
TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepoli-
tics.com or email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Government

On October 24, 2015,  Kenner May-
or Michael S. Yenni was elected Jeffer-
son Parish President. After nine years 
–  the first four as chief administrative 

officer to Kenner Mayor Ed Muniz and the past five as mayor – 
Yenni leaves Kenner to assume the duties of the top job in Jefferson 
Parish on January 6, 2016.  Below is the text of a farewell video that 
will be available on the Kenner website, www.kenner.la.us, and on 
Kenner’s television station, K-TV.

The mix of emotions I feel as I sit here to deliver this farewell is 
overwhelming.

Following my grandfather as mayor of Kenner was a longstand-
ing dream of mine. How many people are fortunate enough to realize 
their dreams?

I first walked into Kenner City Hall as a 23-year-old assistant to 
the mayor.

I learned leadership during my four years as chief administra-
tive officer to Mayor Ed Muniz. His mentoring was invaluable to me as 
I assumed the responsibility of mayor in 2010.

Managing a city is an enormous undertaking, and you are only 
as good as your team. As a lieutenant in the Navy Reserve, I was often 
reminded that successful leaders rely on the best people and then let 
them do their jobs.

As President Harry S. Truman once said: “It is amazing what you 
can accomplish if you don’t care who gets the credit.”

Together with a great team, we have accomplished much for 
our city.

Kenner is a great city headed in the right direction. We now 
have better infrastructure that can easily support growth, excel-
lent healthcare choices, top-notch schools and the kind of police 
and fire protection that’s so impressive, we often take for granted 
their prowess.

Thanks to some hard work over the past five years from talented 
and dedicated employees, I would say: Together, we got it done.

Infrastructure
We took an antiquated, broken sewerage system into compli-

ance and 21st century expectations.
Our roads have also been greatly improved in the past five years. 

Thanks to the expertise and persistence of Kenner Public Works Di-
rector Jose Gonzalez, we received about $26 million for projects that 
required no match at all from the city.

Schools
The city has some excellent schools operated by both the New 

Orleans Archdiocese and the Jefferson Parish Public School System.
But my team and economic development committee recognized 

that Kenner residents wanted a school for their children that was in 
Kenner and included pre-K all the way through high school.

We brought that dream to reality in Kenner Discovery Health 
Sciences Academy.

The school, Kenner’s first charter school, opened in 2013 and 
has been nothing short of remarkable.

Before this school year began, there were 200 openings and 
more than 900 applications for those openings. A high school has now 
been approved by the Jefferson Parish School Board.

Police and fire
Our fire department continues to maintain a Class 2 rating, one 

of the highest in the metropolitan area, which helps residents and 
businesses save money on insurance premiums.

The police department has been recognized by two real es-
tate websites for making Kenner the safest city of its size in all of 
Louisiana.

I am proud of the work of Kenner Fire Chief John Hellmers and 
Kenner Police Chief Mike Glaser and commend them both for manag-
ing their departments so effectively.

Healthcare
Great cities don’t force residents to drive across town to see a 

doctor or go to the hospital.
In Kenner, Ochsner has made some remarkable improvements 

in the past five years to become the number one employer in the city 
– with 850 full-time workers.

The medical staff has more than 500 physicians and specialists  
in virtually any field you can imagine.

Ochsner is also a great corporate citizen in Kenner, sponsoring 
individual schools, churches and local events such as the revitaliza-
tion in Rivertown, the Kenner Recreation Department and the Ken-
ner Food Bank.

The addition of JenCare in 2012 also has made a positive dif-
ference, particularly with our elderly residents and those who need 
transportation to see doctors and specialists.

And then there’s quality of life.
Often a vague catchphrase, we have provided a better quality 

of life for the residents of Kenner through more amenities and 
better services.

Beyond parks and green space, we have the largest man-made 
sand volleyball complex at Coconut Beach.

We offer free concerts and movies as our historic district in Ri-
vertown continues to expand.

We are in midst of negotiations for a boardwalk-type develop-
ment in Laketown that could make Kenner the envy of the entire 
metropolitan area. Forget the West End of years ago. This could 
be the type of complex that attracts families, businesses and 
new homeowners not just from the metro area but perhaps from 
around the country.

I often get asked if I have any regrets.
Well, my biggest disappointment is that I won’t be able to over-

see the construction phase of the corridor improvement projects that 
are part of the 2030 Plan.

As a Kenner resident, I will enjoy the safety and beauty the pro-
gram ushers in because I know that the nine projects for bid will have 
a profound and positive impact on Kenner and way our city is viewed 
by everyone.

Beautification has already impacted our community. At Home, a 
huge retailer in the middle of a major expansion, selected Kenner for 
its very first store in Louisiana.

The AVP Pro Beach Volleyball Tour chose Kenner to host its sea-
son opening tournament which was telecast on NBC Sports across 
the nation. They will return to Kenner next year.

Quality shopping centers have opened. Developers are invest-
ing millions of dollars to build a high-end shopping area at Williams 
Boulevard and Joe Yenni.

Beautification and improvement plans, the anticipated opening 
of a new terminal at the airport along with negotiations for a com-
mercial development in Laketown are luring businesses to Kenner.

In 2010 you told me to work with the budget we had.
I was not disheartened. As President Abraham Lincoln once 

said: “We can complain that rose bushes have thorns, or we can re-
joice that thorn bushes have roses.”

A streamlining committee guided me to cut more than $8.5 mil-
lion and almost 140 positions from the budget.

We became leaner and more productive.
We never cut vital services such as recreation, fire, public works, 

police…instead we worked smarter and harder and acquired over 
$60 million in grant funding.

In hindsight, your direction to me helped me become a better 
mayor and will help me as I lead Jefferson Parish.

The path will not always be smooth; but I’m not afraid to ask the 
tough questions or to make difficult decisions.

We found a way to finance the 2030 Plan without increasing 
what residents pay in taxes, and as Harry S. Truman once said, “in 
periods where there is no leadership, society stands still. Progress 
occurs when courageous, skillful leaders seize the opportunity to 
change things for the better.”

Leaving a “Shining City”
Former President Reagan often used the metaphor of a shining 

city on a hill to describe his aspirations for the country.
He imagined it this way, saying: “I’ve spoken of the Shining City 

all my political life…in my mind it was a tall, proud city built on rocks 
stronger than oceans, windswept, God-blessed and teeming with peo-
ple of all kinds living in harmony and peace; a city with free ports that 
hummed with commerce and creativity. And if there had to be city 
walls, the walls had doors and the doors were open to anyone with  

 
 
 
 
 
the will and the heart to get here. That’s how I saw it, and see it still.”

As I travel the streets of this “Shining City” I am pleased by the 
many improvements and excited about the possibilities ahead.

While some of my trusted advisors from Kenner will join my ad-
ministration in Jefferson Parish, the city will continue to be guided by 
many accomplished and  seasoned public servants like Mike Quigley, 
my second in command.

Mike has been at my side for the past 10 years and shares my 
love and future hopes for Kenner. He recently earned the Business 
Retention and Expansion Award from the Jefferson Economic and 
Development Commission.

I thank everyone in the city who has supported me includ-
ing the unbelievable team in place here at Kenner City Hall and 
throughout Kenner. And of course, I thank my family for their sac-
rifice and support.

It has been said that the good times in life are so much sweeter 
when they can be shared with family and friends.

I have been blessed to share my success and challenges with 
my best friend and one of my fiercest campaigner, my wife Mi-
chele. She has become one of the most charitable first ladies Ken-
ner has ever had.

Michele has promoted the city through “The Kenner Food and 
Wine Experience” which benefits local charities. And, of course, “Sip-
ping with Santa” benefits our own Kenner Food Bank. That event 
alone has raised an amazing $270,000 over the past six years.

My beautiful daughter, Reagan, loves me unconditionally, mo-
tivates me to give future generations a better place to live and work 
and she makes me realize the importance of public service every time 
I look into her wondrous eyes.

And I definitely can’t ignore another former first daughter of 
Kenner, my mom, Peggy.

I will miss much from this job…emceeing Memorial Day and 
Veteran’s Day events, tapping the first keg during Oktoberfest, toast-
ing the courts of Zulu and Argus during Lundi Gras and being part of 
the incredible democratic process at Kenner City Hall.

But this is hardly goodbye; Michelle, Reagan and I will remain in 
this city I love and cherish.

So I leave with a promise: “Kenner Strong” was a motto and a 
goal for myself and my team during my time as mayor.

It will remain in my heart and mind as I work hard now for all of 
Jefferson Parish – knowing that the stronger our parish is the stron-
ger and better Kenner will be.

God bless Kenner and Jefferson Parish. God bless the greatest 
country in the world, the United States. And God bless you and those 
you love.

Farewell and best wishes.  

Kenner Mayor and Jefferson Parish President-elect Yenni can 
be reached at 468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us 
through January 5, 2016.

A fond farewell
By Michael S. Yenni - Kenner Mayor, Jefferson Parish President-elect
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On December 16, 2015, Ken-
ner Mayor and Jefferson Parish 
President-elect Michael S. Yenni 
announced that several top Ken-
ner staffers will hold positions 
in his new parish administration 
when he is sworn in on January 6, 
2016.

Yenni announced that 
current Kenner Councilman-at-
large Keith Conley will take over 
the position of chief operating of-
ficer of Jefferson Parish, the sec-

ond highest ranking parish position. Conley was Kenner’s city attorney 
from 2007 until 2014 and became a councilmember in July 2014. Prior 

to that Conley worked as Kenner’s Clerk of Court, a clerk in the 24th 
Judicial District Court in Gretna and served over twenty years with the 
Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office.

The Kenner City Council appointed Brian Brennan as interim coun-
cil member to replace Conley on December 17, 2015. Brennan recently 
served on the city’s charter change advisory committee, was on Mayor 
Yenni’s transition team and ran for the Kenner District 5 seat in 2010.

Yenni named Kenner’s Chief Administrative Officer Natalie Newton 
as his deputy chief operating officer, third in command in the administra-
tion. Kenner Information Technology and Telecommunications Director 
Valerie Waguespack Brolin will be a chief administrative assistant oversee-
ing several departments.

Yenni will also ask the Jefferson Parish Council to approve interim 
Kenner City Attorney Michael Power to be the new parish attorney.

Retired former Kenner Police Chief Steve Caraway was named by 

Yenni as one of his chief administrative assistants overseeing the parish’s 
emergency management department and other department heads.

Former Jefferson Parish Public School Superintendent Diane 
Roussel was picked by Yenni to also be a chief administrative assistant 
with duties overseeing the parish’s human resource department and 
other department heads.

The new parish president is retaining several of Jefferson Par-
ish President John Young’s administration personnel including Timo-
thy Palmatier as director of finance, Kazem Alikhani as public works 
director and Kriss Fortunato as public information officer. Royce 
Blanchard is being retained chief administrative assistant over rec-
reation, fleet management and the John A. Alario, Sr. Event Center. 
Darryl Ward is also being retained as a chief administrative assistant 
over community development, Workforce Connection and transit.   

Yenni names Kenner officials as part of his new Jefferson Parish administration
Government

The Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy will be starting 
its fourth school year of operation on a high note as an “A” school in Au-
gust 2016. Kenner Discovery will be offering pre-kindergarten to ninth 
grade, its first year offering high school.

School officials will hold a lottery for each grade level in March 
to determine the students accepted for 2016 and what number each 
applicant is on the waiting list. There are currently 810 students in the 

school with 750 on the wait list and 334 applicants thus far for 2016-
2017 with applications expected to grow to 1,000. Kenner Discovery’s 
expansion to high school will provide 50 new seats for ninth grade and 
the school will have approximately 50 pre-kindergarten seats, 45 kin-
dergarten seats and 25 seats for sixth graders. Determining the rest of 
the open seats will rely on current students applying for re-enrollment. 
Kenner Discovery has a 98 percent student retention rate and a 99 per-
cent faculty retention rate.

Applications will be accepted until 10:00 a.m. on February 26, 
2016, says Kenner Discovery Head of School Patty Glaser. In the 2016-
2017 school year, Kenner Discovery is expanding to ninth grade and 
after adding a high school grade each year will have its first graduating 
senior class in 2020.

In the lottery, preference will be given to prospective students 
residing in Kenner. Students considered at-risk through qualifying for 
free and reduced lunch, having special needs or reading two or more 
grades below grade level will also be given a preference for 2016-17 
admissions. This preference allows Kenner Discovery to meet state 
requirements that charter schools at-risk percentages reflect the dis-
trict’s at-risk percentages.

In addition to giving a preference to students living in Kenner, the 
charter school is also actively recruiting diverse students who are Jef-
ferson Parish residents. “The school board has encouraged us to seek 
greater diversity in our student body and we are fully in agreement,” 

said Glaser. “We are actively seeking students with diverse racial, ethnic 
and religious backgrounds who have an interest in science, math and 
the medical field.” Kenner Discovery is a charter school that empha-
sizes the sciences and math with a goal of preparing students for jobs 
in the health care industry and other scientific fields of study when 
they enter college.

Kenner Discovery is an open admissions school of choice. No en-
trance exams are required to become a member of the student body. 
The school is currently operating at the location of the Jefferson Parish 
Public School System’s former Joseph Maggiore Elementary School, 
located at 2504 Maine Avenue in Kenner. Kenner Discovery will eventu-
ally educate 1,900 students in pre-kindergarten through 12th grade and 
is in urgent need of a permanent facility. The Discovery Board and Gla-
ser are working closely with the Jefferson Parish School Board and Jef-
ferson Parish Public School System Superintendent Isaac G. Joseph in 
regard to facility needs. The school system has not yet determined if the 
20 acre plot of land it owns at the corner of Loyola and Vintage drives in 
Kenner will be the site for a newly built complex for Kenner Discovery.

Glaser said the creation of KDHSA has been “a joyful journey.” 
“In addition to an excellent curriculum and an outstanding teaching 
staff, in our third year we will continue to grow by offering more athletic 
teams, co-curricular courses, academic electives and additional clubs 
to our students,” said Glaser. “A permanent facility will be the icing on 
the cake for our large, academically successful school.”  

Lottery to determine new students admitted to “A” rated Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy 
for 2016-2017 school year
By Allan Katz
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Education

Just two years after opening as Kenner’s first public charter 
school, Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy has earned an A 
rating, the highest possible achievement for public schools in Louisi-
ana.

The scores, based on testing from the 2014-2015 academic year, 
were released on December 17, 2015, by the state Department of Edu-
cation. Overall, the state earned a B. The state uses a 150-point scale 
to grade schools and converts the number scores into a letter grade. 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy is an open enrollment pre-
kindergarten to eighth grade public charter school. The school opened 
in the fall of 2013 and recently received approval to expand to high 
school, adding ninth grade in the 2016-2017 school year.

The grassroots support for a charter school in Kenner grew out 
of research conducted by Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni’s Economic 
Development Committee. The group was formed shortly after Yenni, 
the Jefferson Parish President-elect, was elected to his first term in 
Kenner in 2010.

The group sought out information on both the positives and nega-
tives in Kenner in the eyes of both residents and visitors. Over and over 
again, residents mentioned the desire for quality public education 

choices, particularly in grades 5 through 12 – inside city limits.
“I commend both Kenner Discovery Head of School Dr. Patty Gla-

ser and the incredible team she has put together for becoming an A 
school in just two short years,” Yenni said. “When you add the Discov-
ery School to the excellent public and parochial schools in the city, it’s 
clear that the face of education in Kenner is changing for the better,” 
he said.

Glaser, meanwhile, thanked everyone from the students and fac-
ulty to the parents.

“The goal of the Discovery Board and I was to be an A school, 
which we achieved due to the team work of our committed faculty, 
working diligently with students. In our second year, we accepted 165 
new students from 15 different schools and we were able to achieve an 
A. We are very proud of this accomplishment.”

The Discovery School, which opened with 420 students in 2013, 
now has a study body of more than 800 students and nearly 100 fac-
ulty members. The Discovery School will add ninth grade next year and 
2020 will mark the first class to graduate high school at Discovery.  

Kenner Discovery School earns “A” ranking

Jefferson Parish President-elect 
Michael S. Yenni
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Drastic times 
require drastic mea-
sures.

As it applies to 
Tulane football, it seems like we have been here be-
fore and said this before.

In fact, I said the same when Curtis Johnson 
was hired. He was a drastic departure from where 
white collar Tulane University had been, an African-
American coach at a very wealthy institution. It was 
refreshing. It was bold.

Unfortunately, it did not work.
Give Johnson credit for re-opening the doors 

of area high schools which rarely heard from a Tu-
lane coach in the years prior to his arrival. Give him 
credit for getting the New Orleans Saints involved 
in the Tulane program, from Tom Benson investing 
in Yulman Stadium to the Saints allowing Johnson 
to use their indoor practice facility. Here is wishing 
Johnson, a good man, great success moving forward.

Here is a hearty congratulations to Tulane 
President Michael A. Fitts and the search commit-
tee chairman Doug Hertz for the hiring of Troy Dan-
nen, a bright mind, an up-and-coming star in the 
business of intercollegiate athletics, a man with a 
fresh approach.

Here is a hearty congratulations to Fitts and 
Dannen for the hire of Willie Fritz, a bright mind, an 
up-and-coming star in the business of college foot-
ball, a man with a fresh approach.

Tulane avoided the trap of going through the 
good-old-boy network and promoting from within or 
hiring someone with ties or previous ties to a per-
petual losing program.

The moves were bold. They are impressive.
Fritz is the 40th head coach in the 121 year his-

tory of Tulane football. That is an average life span 
of 3.025 years per head coach, a high mortality rate.

The fact of the matter is that while some 
coaches have been shown the door for a perceived 
or obvious lack of success (Tommy O’ Boyle, Bennie 
Ellender, Vince Gibson, Greg Davis, Buddy Teevens, 
Greg Davis, Chris Scelfo, Curtis Johnson), others 
have left at the first taste of success (Jim Pittman, 
Larry Smith, Mack Brown, Tommy Bowden).

Perhaps the biggest issue in those situations 
was that Tulane was not able to sustain the success 
established by Pittman, Smith, Brown and Bowden.

A Tulane alumnus, Ellender had a couple of 
good seasons but was deemed not to be the man to 
lead the Green Wave into the future. Gibson went 
.500 and beat LSU twice but was pushed out. Davis 
was a fine assistant to Brown but could not win as a 
head coach. Scelfo had two good seasons but could 
not maintain consistency and then encountered 
Hurricane Katrina.

After being let go at Tulane, Ellender, Gib-
son and Toledo never became head coaches again, 
unless you count the Arena Football League sea-
son with the New Orleans Night for Gibson. A fish 
out of water in an unfamiliar league, Gibson’s 
team went 0-10. A good football mind, Scelfo 
ended up in the NFL with the Atlanta Falcons. 
Most recently, he was reportedly interested in 
the Louisiana-Monroe job but did not get close to 
landing the job.

Tulane basically blew it when it failed to pro-
mote Lindy Infante when Smith left and failed to 
promote Rich Rodriguez when Bowden left.

While the concern is always that up-and-com-
ing talent such as Infante and Rodriguez are mer-
cenaries, short-term guys who will leave at the first 

better opportunity, you must look past that narrow 
minded thinking and hire the best man possible.

When Tulane hired Ellender, Gibson and Tole-
do, the thought process was that it would be the last 
job for all three. In the case of being a head coach, it 
was, but not the way Tulane or the trio envisioned.

Making the safe hire is not a safe choice. Mak-
ing the conventional move does not work in an un-
conventional job. Tulane is an unconventional job, 
an academic institution that has not enjoyed any 
sustained success in football, an institution that has 
de-emphasized the sport, dating back to dropping 
out of the SEC, not maintaining a storied stadium 
and lacking facilities.

What makes Fritz even more intriguing is that 
he does not fit the mold of the young, up-and-coming 
future star like Smith, Brown or Bowden. He does 
not fit the approaching the end-of-the-line descrip-
tion that could have been applied to Gibson and 
Toledo, possibly even Ellender.

Fritz is 55-years-old. It is not out of the realm of 
possibility to envision that Tulane will be his last job. 
If it is, that will have meant that he was successful. It 
is not out of the realm of possibility to envision him 
having early success and getting offers from larger, 
more successful programs.

As I have stated for years, Tulane must fo-
cus on hiring the best man available, regardless 
of circumstances. Tulane must focus on paying 
its coaches in more substantial fashion to attract 
the best available. Tulane must build an indoor 
facility. Tulane must be competitive in the admis-
sion of student/athletes, including junior college 
talent. Tulane must not allow a neighborhood to 
limit its ambitions for Yulman Stadium.

If that persists, then the stadium was a mis-
take. High schools should be playing at the sta-
dium. Select big events should be there as well. 
The stadium should have the ability to expand ex-
ponentially as Fritz raises the expectations and 
number wins in a legitimate conference.

Fritz has skins on the wall. He has 23 years of 
experience of being a head coach. Fritz is currently 
the fourth active winningest coach among coaches 
in the Football Bowl Subdivision, tied with Kansas 
State’s Bill Snyder with 193 victories. He has been 
successful at more than one institution.

Tulane is a tough, make that very tough place 
to win in football. History does not lie. Other than 
Bowden’s two-year stint in 1997-1998, no coach has 
left Tulane with a winning record since Henry Frnka 
departed in 1951.

Dannan inherits good coaches and programs 
with David Pierce and Lisa Stockton in baseball 
and women’s basketball. The jury remains out on 
Ed Conroy and men’s basketball though Conroy has 
made strides with area players infusing some life 
into the program.

When I was young, Tulane football competed 
in the SEC, played national opponents and had 
some fan interest. I remember attending a game 
with Notre Dame. I saw the Green Wave play SEC 
teams, including LSU.

Will Dannen and Fritz move the needle? Will 
Tulane become relevant in football again? While 
both are clearly capable, it will require a total, sin-
cere commitment pertaining to admissions, facili-
ties and pay.

Given those tools, Dannen and Fritz have 
a legitimate chance at making hay. Without the 
tools, the proverbial hay is in the barn with Tu-
lane remaining a failed afterthought in the most 
important sport by far.   

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO 
990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and general man-
ager of www.SportsNola.com and hosts “Sportsnola 
TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. on WHNO, TV 20. 
Trahan is the general manager and chairman of 
the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the 
Mercedes-Benz Superdome, runs the Life Resources 

Sports Ministry and hosts All Access SportsTalk on 
WGSO, 990 AM and WGSO.com on Monday, Thurs-
day and Friday at 6:05 p.m. as well as “The Three 
Tailgaters Show” on Saturday morning from 10:05 
a.m. to noon with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille.

Tulane impresses with hires of Dannen, Fritz
By Ken Trahan
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Every year we get 
to the end of the year 
and wish that we had a 
little more time to do a few 
more things around the 
house. Sometimes there 

are improvements we wanted to get done and other times it 
is simply routine maintenance tasks that we did not complete 
this year that we know we should have.

Home improvements give us more satisfaction, but the 
routine maintenance tasks are important, too. Putting them 
off too long can cause problems and cost you money.

January is a great time to lay out a plan for the 
coming year. First, make a list of home improvements  
you would like to complete in 2016. Examples would 

 
 
be replacing the roof, painting the exterior, replacing 
the windows and/or doors, repairing damaged pave-
ment, replacing the gutters and downspouts, replacing  
a water heater or air conditioning system, improving the drain-
age, replacing landscaping, installing new exterior lighting and 
new flooring, etc.

After you have your list made, prioritize it and make sure 
you have the budget for the items. Next, consider when you 
would like to have each improvement completed. For example, 
maybe you are having a wedding in the family and want to 
have your carpet replaced. You can schedule this work right 
before the wedding. Also, you will need to consider the time 
of the year for some projects. For example, if you are planning 
to replace you roof, scheduling it before hurricane season is a  
good idea. If you need a new furnace, the best time to replace it 
is in the springtime, before it gets too hot as the HVAC contrac-
tors slow down a little in the springtime and you just might get 

a better price, too.
Second, make a list of routine maintenance tasks 

you know you need to complete in 2016. For example, pres-
sure washing the pavement and the exterior of the house, 
replacing smoke detectors and fire extinguishers, clean-
ing the chimney, cleaning the furnace, replacing weather 
stripping, etc. Previous columns have provided a number 
of checklists and helpful hints on maintenance tasks that 
you should be performing to keep your home in the best 
condition possible and save you money on repairs and en-
ergy consumption.

Once you have your home improvement and routine 
maintenance lists prepared, take a look at any family major 
events scheduled for the year, such as weddings, vacations, and 
other special events. This way you can plan now to avoid a con-
flict and to achieve the desired results.

Maybe you are planning to sell your house within the 
next couple of years. You may feel like you have so much to 
do to market your house that you are overwhelmed and don’t 

know what to do first. If you plan your time now, you can have 
a great deal of the work completed long before want to your 
list your home.

You will also need to break down the more complex 
projects like the ones where a contractor will be performing 
the work and projects that need materials ordered in advance.

Today’s technology makes successful planning even 
easier. Most of us have a smart phone which has a calendar. 
You can use the event calendar to help manage your plan 
and remind you of what is coming up.    

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engi-
neer and licensed home inspector and the president of Cri-
terium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned consulting 
engineering firm specializing in residential and commer-
cial building inspection services. Dormady can be reached 
at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or 
at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engi-
neers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Time for a plan
By Dan Dormady

Builder confidence 
in the 55+ housing mar-
ket remained strong in the 
third quarter of 2015, ac-
cording to results from 
the NAHB’s 55+ Housing 

Market Index survey.  Survey results show the 55+ HMI  
for single-family housing increasing to 60 – up three 
points from the previous quarter and marking the 

 
 
 
sixth consecutive quarter the single family 55+ HMI 
has been above the break-even point of 50, which oc-
curs whenever builders with positive sentiment about 
the market outnumber those whose view is negative.

The survey is also used to produce a 55+ HMI for  
multifamily condominiums. Like its single-family coun-
terpart, the condo 55+ HMI is based on questions that 
ask builders if current sales, prospective buyer traffic 
and anticipated six-month sales are good, fair or poor. 
In the third quarter, the 55+ HMI for condos rose seven  

 
 
 
points and finally reached the key break-even point of 
50 – which is the highest it’s been since NAHB began 
conducting surveys in 2008.

In addition, the 55+ HMI survey tracks sentiment 
about production and demand in the market for 55+ 
multifamily rental housing. In the third quarter of 2015, 
the production index rose nine points to 55.

Meanwhile, the index measuring demand for ex-
isting 55+ rental housing, which has generally been the 
strongest segment of the 55+ market over the past sev-

eral years, jumped eleven points to 70. That’s an all-time 
high for this particular index and marks the first time 
any index produced from the 55+ HMI survey has hit 70.

For any additional information on this topic, 
visit NAHB’s HMIwebpage.    

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, 
can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors 
office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, 
LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned 
and operated company. Visit the company website at 
www.gardnerrealtors.com.

55+ housing market still going strong in the third quarter
By Linda R. Martin

Real Estate
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Police

If you’re looking 
for a positive, educa-
tional and fun way to 
spend your evenings, 
then the Kenner Po-
lice Department has a 

unique opportunity for you! I invite you to join Class 30 of 
the Kenner Citizen Police Academy (KCPA), beginning 
Tuesday, February 16, 2016, at 6:30 p.m. at the Kenner 
Police Complex located at 500 Veterans Boulevard.

The KCPA is one of our most popular and success-
ful programs. Dozens of academy alumni agree that the 
KCPA is a unique and amazing opportunity to learn how 
the police department operates. Enrollment in this excit-
ing course is free.

Trained law enforcement professionals certified in  

their specialized fields teach the academy. Each night’s 
course focuses on informative and important topics 
including patrol division functions, crime prevention, 
criminal investigations, computer forensics, K-9 unit, 
crime scene procedures, criminal and domestic violence 
laws, court procedures, narcotics investigations, traffic 
enforcement, driver training, physical fitness, use of po-
lice force and self defense, gang awareness and S.W.A.T.

You will also receive a tour of the Kenner Police 
Complex and have the opportunity to ride along with a 
police officer for your own night on duty. 

Upon graduating, you will have the opportunity to 
stay active in the KPD by joining the Kenner Citizen Po-
lice Academy Alumni Association (KCPAAA). Graduates 
of the Citizen Police Academy are also eligible to apply 
for membership in the Community Police Corps program.

Being a part of the Kenner Citizen Police Academy 
(KCPA) and the Kenner Citizen Police Academy Alumni 
Association is a productive way to support the KPD and 
your community in taking a proactive stance against 
crime. Not only do you get to learn about the procedures 
and state-of-the-art equipment in each section of the 
department, but you also form lasting friendships with 
fellow citizens and the police officers who are dedicated 
to serving you. The KCPA is an opportunity to dispel 
myths and understand what the police department is re-
ally about. If you choose to be a member of the Kenner 
Citizen Police Academy Alumni Association, you can par-
ticipate in many of our special events and lead your com-
munity in crime prevention. The KPD holds two sessions 
of the KCPA per year, one beginning in February and the 
other in August, with classes meeting at 6:30 p.m. once 

per week for 13 weeks. I look forward to seeing you there.
To enroll in the KCPA, you must be at least 21 years 

of age, have no criminal record and live or work in Ken-
ner. For more information and to fill out an application, 
visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.ken-
nerpd.com. If you have any additional questions, please 
contact the KPD Community Relations Division at  
712-2294 or at nguggenheim@kennerpd.com.   

Chief Glaser can be reached by email at kpd@kenner.
la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.
kennerpd.com. You can also download the free Kenner Po-
lice Department mobile app for both Apple and Android 
devices as well as access the Kenner Police Department 
Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest updated crime, 
traffic and other law enforcement-related information.

NEW YEAR SAVINGS!
 

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday 

8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. SATURDAYS

www.scottystireandauto.com

PURCHASE OF $400 OR MORE PURCHASE OF $500 OR MORE
Must be presented at time of purchase, tire purchases must include nitrogen  

and road hazard protection plan, gift certificates excluded

Scott Zimmerman (owner),  
Kenny Polizzi, Brannon Dietrich

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes 
Shocks • Air Conditioner 

Work Struts • Brake Service 
Batteries • Belts • Hoses

 Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

H OPEN SATURDAYS!  H  8:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. H

EXPIRES
1/31/16

Government
Mayor Michael Yenni attends final economic development committee meeting

For the members of Mayor Michael Yenni’s Eco-
nomic Development Committee, the year-end review 
meeting on December 18, 2015, and look-ahead to 2016 
and beyond was another in a series of important gather-
ings that began five years ago.

Yenni said it was a bittersweet farewell to a 
group of nearly 40 business, civic leaders and elected 
officials that he credits with many critical improve-
ments that have Kenner poised to become a destina-
tion location within the metropolitan area for young 
families and businesses.

At the meeting Yenni said, “You know, Christmas 
is my favorite time of the year, but I find myself de-
pressed just knowing that I’m leaving a job I enjoyed 
the past five years.”

Yenni takes over as Jefferson Parish President on 
January 6, 2016.

Yenni thanked EDC members for their creativity 
and hard work. The group helped the city put together 
the 2030 Plan to beautify and improve corridors through-
out Kenner. And responding to research showing that 
residents and others considering moving to Kenner 
wanted a first-class public school within the city limits 
for fifth grade through high school, the Kenner Discovery 
Health Sciences Academy was opened in 2013.

The open enrollment charter school for pre-kin-
dergarten through the eighth grade is the first charter 
school in the city and has been phenomenally successful. 
On December 17, 2015, Kenner Discovery Head of School 
Dr. Patty Glaser announced the school had received an A 
rating from the state.

“I am ecstatic to be able to say the school you all 
started is an A-rated school in just three short years,” 
Yenni said.

Kenner’s Chief Administrative Officer Mike Quig-
ley then provided an update on the different areas the 
EDC has been working to improve.

“The whole idea behind everything has been to 
create a community of choice with a strong sense of 
place,” said Quigley, who briefly touched on the follow-
ing subjects.

2030 Plan
Quigley said the first project should be completed 

by this summer and the second – improvements on the 
west side of Williams Boulevard at vintage Drive – likely 
will be the second of at least nine overall projects to begin.

Kenner Discovery School
Quigley deferred to Discovery’s Head of School 

Dr. Patty Glaser, who said while the academics are go-
ing well and the school is retaining 98 percent of the 
students and 99 percent of the faculty, other issues re-
main. She urged Yenni and other elected officials and 
members of the group to show up for a January 12, 2016 
Jefferson Parish School Board meeting in which plans 
for a school system millage could be discussed. Glaser 
said the school needs new, permanent space and the 
land across from Kenner’s City Park in northwest Kenner 
would make a perfect site. However, Jefferson school offi-
cials are currently looking at that land for other purposes.

Airport
Kenner residents will definitely notice work begin-

ning on the new terminal for New Orleans Louis Arm-
strong International Airport. Quigley said a $30 million 
pump station has been approved that will help with 
drainage that could affect portions of the city. In addition, 
work should begin early in 2016 and Kenner has been 
working to mitigate traffic and construction managers 
have been working closely with the city to minimize im-
pacts of the three-year project as much as possible.

Rivertown
Since becoming the first Main Street Commu-

nity in Jefferson Parish, the businesses in Rivertown 
have been working with a liaison from Kenner to 
emerge as an independent, vibrant shopping, enter-

tainment and historic district.
Laketown
Negotiations continue with a developer interested 

in creating a boardwalk-type development on the shores 
of Lake Pontchartrain. Yenni said he remains optimistic 
an agreement will eventually be reached.

Kenner and JEDCO
Quigley praised officials with the Jefferson 

Economic Development Commission for their work 
to retain existing businesses in the city and to lure 

new companies to Kenner. Quigley helped to develop 
13 new performance goals to include in JEDCO’s con-
tract with the city, and said JEDCO has met each goal 
and exceeded most of them.

Yenni ended the meeting with a promise: “We 
will have a similar economic development commit-
tee in Jefferson Parish,” he said. “I promise you, I will 
lead Jefferson Parish in the same way I have led the 
city of Kenner.”   

The Kenner Citizen Police Academy wants you
By Michael Glaser –  Kenner Police Chief

JEFFERSON PARISH CHRISTMAS TREE 
MARSH RESTORATION PROJECT: Please 
put your CLEAN, NATURAL tree curbside the 
evening of Wednesday, January 6, 2015 
for collection between Thursday 1/07 and Friday 
1/09, Artificial trees AND natural trees with 
decorations, paint or flocking, or ATTACHED 
STANDS WILL NOT BE COLLECTED.
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Our New Computer Lab!!

 H      KENNER DISCOVERY HEALTH SCIENCES ACADEMY      H

Paid for by the Shane Family Foundation

School Board Member District IX Sandy Denapolis-Bosarge

Jefferson Parish Public School System

•  Katherine “Kitty” Croft celebrates 30 years as Principal of  
Greenlawn Terrace.

• Greenlawn Terrace is a Top Performing School.

• Our Teacher of the Year is Tracy Bordelon.

•  Family Events include Fall and Spring Festival, Monthly Parent Meetings, Grandparents’ Day, 

Book Fair, Winter Sing-a-long Program and Field Day.

•  Accelerated Reader Bike Give-Away is supported by Dawn’s Busters Kiwanis Club in the Fall 

and the Spring.
• Advanced Scholars are recognized with embroidered shirts.

• Spirit Day is every Tuesday.

Greenlawn Still Believes-Pride...
It’s who we are and what we do!
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Greenlawn Terrace 

Elementary  
Principal: Katherine Croft  

Assistant Principal: Mary DeFusco

Kitty Croft’s Celebration!

2014 Top Performing School!!

Spotlight Education Ad_Greenlawn_0116.indd   1 12/26/15   1:23 PM
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Call 467-0800

Auto, Home Flood &  
Business 
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www.guffeyinsurance.net

3409 Williams Blvd.

We can save you money on monthly premiums!

Since 1987
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Health

Chronic pain is 
a common condition 
that affects large 
populations across 
the country. For 

instance, an astounding 60 to 80 percent of all 
Americans will suffer the agony of back pain at 
least once in their lifetimes. Chronic pain is con-
sidered a disease in itself and can have physical, 
psychological and social impact on sufferers. It 
can keep a person from work and can make even 
the most ordinary aspects of life unbearable due 
to constant pain.

The consensus for management of chronic  
pain is to use a multi-modal approach including 
interventional techniques such as X-ray and ul-
trasound-guided injections, medications, physical 
therapy and, if needed, psychological treatment. 
The goal for this multidisciplinary treatment is to 
help the patient get the relief needed to get back 
to work and to the activities they enjoy.

At the Ochsner Kenner Pain Center, we offer a 
variety of state-of-the-art interventional techniques 
utilizing cutting-edge technologies. We specialize 
in treating varying conditions including back pain, 
neck pain, chronic headaches, extremities and joint 

pains, peripheral neuropathy, shingles-related pain, 
abdominal pain and chest wall pain. Treatment op-
tions may include:

Epidural injections use different approach-
es to help alleviate lumbar radiculopathy (usu-
ally described as shooting pain from the back 
down the leg) and cervical radiculopathy (usu-
ally described as shooting pain from the neck 
down the shoulder and arm).

Facet joint medial branch block and radiofre-
quency ablation (RFA) is the burning of the small 
nerves innervating the small joints of the neck and 
back and can be an effective treatment for low back 
and neck pain due to arthritis and inflammation.

Sacroiliac joint injection and RFA can be used 
for treatment of back and buttock pain due to sacro-
iliac joint dysfunction.

Joint and bursae injections in the knees, hips, 
shoulders and other joints using ultrasound and 
X-ray-guided techniques can alleviate pain symp-
toms.

Botox treatment is effective for chronic mi-
graine and cervical dystonia (severe neck spasms).

Intercostal nerve blocks can alleviate chest 
wall pain due to shingles or other conditions.

Radiofrequency technology for treatment of 
chronic knee and hip pain, burning the nerve end-
ings that supply the knee and hip joints, can be 
administered even after knee or hip replacement. 
We have had excellent results with this treatment 
for chronic knee and hip pain which has failed to 
respond to conventional methods.

Kyphoplasty, the injecting of cement inside 

the vertebra, can treat severe pain due to ver-
tebral compression fractures (fractures of the 
spine due to falls). This procedure can provide 
tremendous pain relief right away.

Spinal cord stimulator is used for treatment 
of chronic refractory pain of the trunk and extremi-
ties following back or neck surgery, or if surgery is 
not desired. This procedure has helped a lot of pa-
tients suffering from neuropathic pain of the neck, 
back and extremities who failed to respond to other 
conventional treatment modalities.

At Ochsner Kenner Pain Center, we strive to 
use the latest evidence-based techniques. Our goal 
is to help our community to have better quality of 
life, improve their pain symptoms and get them 
back to enjoying life and social activities. We have 
helped thousands of people across the region, and 
we will continue to provide our patients with the 
high quality healthcare they deserve. For more in-
formation, visit www.ochsner.org or call 443-9500 
to schedule an appointment.    

Dr. Reda Tolba is a double-board certified 
pain physician in both pain medicine and an-
esthesiology and finished his training at the 
reputable Cleveland Clinic Foundation where he 
did his residency and pain management fellow-
ship. Dr. Tolba currently serves in the American 
Society of Anesthesiologists Committee for Pain 
Medicine and also serves as an associate fac-
ulty and instructor for the American Society of 
Regional Anesthesia and Pain Medicine and the 
North American Neuromodulation Society.

You don’t have to suffer from chronic pain anymore
By Reda Tolba, M.D.

Kenner Chief Administrative Officer Michael 
Quigley received the JEDCO Business Retention 
and Expansion Award on December 4, 2015, during 
the group’s annual luncheon.

The Jefferson Economic Development Com-
mission gives out the award to an agency, busi-
ness, organization or individual who has been 
“instrumental in the retention and expansion of 
Jefferson Parish businesses.”

Kenner Mayor and Jefferson Parish Presi-
dent-elect Michael Yenni said the award is a well-
deserved recognition of the critical role Quigley 
plays in the city.

“One person doesn’t lead a city,” Yenni said. “I 
am so fortunate to have an incredible team in place 
and Mike’s experience and expertise is vital in lead-
ing that team on a daily basis.”

JEDCO officials described Quigley as “an ef-
fective ally in promoting business growth in the 
city.” They pointed to Quigley’s “quick responses 
to business concerns and questions” and excellent 
relationship with JEDCO as a key reason the city 
has retained several major companies and spurred 
expansion of others.

Kenner Councilman at-large Keith Conley, for-
mer city attorney, also praised Quigley.

“He’s knowledgeable and he gets along well 
with everyone from CEOs on down,” Conley said.

Quigley said he was honored to receive the 
award, but emphasized he is only one member of a 
team. He also credited Yenni and former Mayor Ed 
Muniz with contracting with JEDCO.

Quigley helped to devise 13 yearly goals into 
the contract with JEDCO. Those goals include meet-
ing each year with existing businesses, as well as 
working to attract new businesses vital to the city’s 
economy.

“I look forward to continuing the excellent 
working relationship we have with JEDCO and 
thank them for this prestigious award.  

Kenner CAO Mike Quigley receives JEDCO 
Business Award

Michael Quigley
Kenner Chief Administrative Officer

Business
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Thursdays
March 10 - April 28
5 p.m. - 6 p.m. - Beginner   Alabama Tennis Courts
6 p.m. - 7 p.m. - Adv.   Class fee: $40

KARATE – AGES 6-14
This is a Tae Kwon Do karate class that will teach self-esteem, 
confidence, discipline, positive thinking, eye-hand coordination, 
balance, flexibility, self-defense and respect for others. Instruction 
for all belt colors/levels available. Instructors: Candace Frisard, 
Daniel Truxillo & Matthew Hinkamp.

Tuesday & Thursday  
January 12 - April 28  Barbre Gym
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.   Class fee: $60

TUMBLING – AGES 6 -14
This is a tumbling only program that will help enhance your 
tumbling skills. Beginner classes will begin with forward rolls 
and advance to backbend kick-overs. The advanced beginner 
class must already have their backbend from standing up and 
will begin with back handsprings and advance to back tucks.

Saturday
January 16 - April 9  
10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. (Beg.) Barbre Gym 
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. (Inter/Adv) Class fee: $45

GYMNASTICS - AGES 5-14
Girls gymnastics program includes instruction on vault, bars, 
beam and floor.

Monday   
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Barbre Gym 
January 11 - May 16  Class fee: $50

MARDI GRAS MINI CAMP – AGES 4-11  
Join us for a day of fun, activities will range from arts & crafts 
to indoor/outdoor games and a field trip. Lots of fun for the kids! 
Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Before care: 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 
(free), After care: 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. (free).

Wednesday - Friday
February 10 - February 12  Butch Duhe Gym 
Camp fee: $55  Daily fee: $20 

PINTSIZE PAINT PARTY – AGES – 6 & UP
Join us for a day of painting, you will leave with a completed 
painting. All supplies 
and snacks included. 
Workshops are held on 
Saturdays at Fassbender 
from 10:00 a.m. - noon.
Instructor: Toni Bacino. 
Workshop fee: $15

                                             Minion   Mermaid
                                             February 27  April 2

2016 LEISURE SERVICE WINTER SPRING PROGRAMS

CHILDREN AND TEENS
PINTSIZE DRAWING & PAINTING – AGES 6-10
Young artists will be introduced to the fun filled world of 
drawing and painting. They will use different mediums to 
complete multiple projects. The course will end with an art 
show. Supplies included in class fee. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Thursday
February 18 - March 24  Fassbender Center
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  Class fee: $30

ART CLUB - AGES 6-10                              
 Join the club that explores creativity and

imagination. The opportunities are endless. 
Projects in ceramics, paint and crafts.  Instructor: Lisa Childs.

Wednesday 
February 3 - March 23  Fassbender Center
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  Class fee: $35

SPLATASTIC – AGES 3-5
Designed specifically for pre-schoolers, this program will 
include creative projects that help expand their imagination 
and creativity. Painting, coloring, sculpting, slathering and 
more are used to create original projects. Instructor Lisa Childs.

Wednesday
February 3 - March 23  Fassbender Center
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.  Class fee: $35

STAR WARS DAY - AGES 6 & UP                              
 Join us for an all-day event. You will complete (4) 

Star wars themed projects. All supplies Included, 
just pack a lunch. Instructor: Toni Bacino.

Saturday
January 16   Fassbender Center
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  Workshop fee: $30

HIP HOP – AGES 8 & UP
Learn the latest hip hop moves and combine them for a fun 
and energetic routine to hottest music. Hip hop is an excellent 
way for kids to stay in shape and improve confidence. Wear 
loose clothes and tennis shoes. Students will perform in our 
annual dance revue and are responsible for a $25 revue fee 
and costume fees. 

Wednesday
February 3 - June 8  Fassbender Center
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  Class fee: $40

TENNIS – AGES 7-14
Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve 
balance, mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out 
and see why they say tennis is a “sport for a lifetime.” This 
class consist of 8 lessons and ends with a fun tournament! 
Instructor: Toni Bacino.

Registration for ALL LEISURE SERVICE programs MUST 
be completed online at recreationpayments.kenner.la.us

you do not have to pay online but you still must register and add the classes you wish to register for to your cart,  
and then print out your cart and mail or bring it to the Recreation Office on 1905 24th Street.

Online Registration will begin Monday, January 4, 2016 at 8:30 a.m. 
In House registration will be available weekdays from 8:30 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.

For more information call the Leisure Service Office or visit our website at  www.kenner.la.us
          Follow Kenner Parks and Recreation on Facebook for continuous updates 

www.facebook.com/kennerrecreation

THEATRE
This class will help improve your self-confidence, memory, public 
speaking, discipline, social skills and more. Class will culminate 
with a stage performance. Additional practices may be scheduled 
leading up to the performance. Instructor: Alexis Harrington.

Saturday
Feb. 20 - April 23  Fassbender Center
10:00 a.m. - noon  Class fee: $50

SPRING BREAK CAMP – AGES 4-11
School is out, we are in! The kids will enjoy a variety of activities 
including arts and crafts, games and a field trip. Hours: 9:00 
a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Before care: 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. (free), After 
care: 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. (free).

 Monday-Friday             Butch Duhe Gym
March 28 - April 1        Camp fee: $80 or $20 per day

PEEP GARDEN - AGES 4&UP                              
 You can make this adorable and delicious peep 

garden all by yourself! You 
provide a dish or platter and  
we supply the rest. 
Instructor: Toni Bacino.

Friday
March 18  Recreation Meeting Room
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  Workshop fee: $15

Leisure Services – 468-7268, Ceramics – 468-7593, Dance Studio – 471-2158

PARENT & CHILD
CERAMICS WORKSHOPS – AGES 6 & UP
This is a one-day ceramic workshop. All workshops 
will be help on Mondays at Fassbender Center from 
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Staining, sealing and finishing 
your pieces will be taught. All supplies included for 
one parent or grandparent and one child. Instructor: 
Lisa Childs

Fee: $10 per person (minimum of 2)
Mardi Gras Mask - January 25
Pizza Slice Plate - March 7 

EASTER SUGAR EGG 
- AGES 4&UP               
 Join us to create an Easter scene and decorate a 
molded egg that is hollowed out and made of sugar.  
All supplies included for one parent and one child. 
Instructor: 
Toni Bacino.

Saturday
March 19   Fassbender Center
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  Workshop fee: $20
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ART WITH ACRYLICS
Learn the exciting and versatile medium of acrylics! You will be 
taught the basics and develop your unique creative touch. Supply 
list is given on the first day of class. Instructor: Jane Read.

Monday
Jan. 11 - February 29  
March 7 - April 25   Fassbender Center
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Session fee: $40 
     
PAINT FOR FUN
An adult oil painting “recreation art” class that will amaze each 
student with a finished painting. Students will receive an art 
supply list on the first day of class. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Tuesday    Wednesday
Jan. 26 - March 1   Jan. 27 - March 2
March 8 - April 26   March 9 - April 27
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center   Fassbender Center 
Session 1 fee: $35   Session 2 fee: $40

WATERCOLOR
Learn the basic watercolor techniques. Beginner knowledge of 
drawing is not necessary. Supply list will be given on the first day 
of class. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Thursday
Jan. 28 - March 3   Fassbender Center 
March 10 - April 28   Session 1 fee: $35
2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.   Session 2 fee: $40 

TENNIS LESSONS
Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve 
balance, mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out and see 
why they say tennis is a “sport for a lifetime.” This class consist 
of 8 lessons and ends with a fun tournament! Instructor: Ellie 
Chavis, USTA and PTR certified.

Tuesday
March 8 - April 26
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Beg.  Alabama Courts
8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Adv Beg. Class fee: $40

TENNIS LEAGUES
Men’s League – Monday night – Levels  A to B+
Women’s League – Thursday night
League fee: $40

League play will begin the week of March 7th. Leagues are not 
for beginners. Registration remains open until leagues are filled.

DOG OBEDIENCE I
This is a beginner obedience class for dogs or puppies at least 
6 months old. Your dog will learn basic commands and how to 
behave while on a leash. Dogs must be up to date on rabies, 
DHP, and parvo vaccinations. Bring vaccination records to the 
first class. Instructor is an AKC-approved Canine Good Citizen 
evaluator.

Saturday   Butch Duhe
January 16 - February 27 March 19 - April 30
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Class fee: $35 per session

DOG OBEDIENCE II
This is an intermediate obedience class for dogs who have a 
basic start on heeling, sit, down, come and stay. Your dog will 
learn the skills required to pass the 10 parts of the Canine 
Good Citizen evaluation. Dogs must be up-to-date on rabies, 
DHP and parvo vaccinations. Bring vaccination records to first 
class. Training with dogs starts first class. Instructor is an AKC-
approved Canine Good Citizen evaluator.

Saturday   Butch Duhe
January 16 - February 27 March 19 - April 30
11:00 a.m. - noon  Class fee: $35 per session

COMPUTER CLASSES  
Feeling uneasy by all of the talk you hear about computers?  If so, 
this class is for you! Computer Classes starts at the beginning, 
and covers the basics, including: parts of a computer, how to 
open and close programs, How to use a mouse. This class will 
also cover internet and email for beginners as well. Instructor: 
Inez Shaw.

Tuesday   Thursday
Feb. 2 - March 8  Feb 4 - March 10
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 2:00 p.m.  - 3:30 p.m.
Recreation Meeting Room Recreation Meeting Room
Class fee: $45  Class fee $45

   FITNESS POP
Our fitness classes are now all inclusive! 

All of our fitness classes are available to you for one 
low monthly fee. All of our basic classes will be offered  

every month along with some specialty classes. 

Classes included are A. M. Body Sculpt, Body Workout, Zumba, 
Yoga, and more. Monthly calendar of class days and times are 

posted on the Recreation page of the Kenner website. 

Monthly fee: $25

ADULT
2016 LEISURE SERVICE WINTER SPRING PROGRAMS

ART CLUB                                 
If you ever wanted to try painting, this is the class for you. Each 
week you will explore different kinds of paints including acrylics, 
oils, watercolor and a watercolor/pen&ink. You will complete a 
project in each medium. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Wednesday
March 2 - March 23   Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.   Session fee: $30

KENNER KLAY STUDIOS
We are now offer ceramics for beginners that work on bisque 
and advanced students work on greenware. Choose which class 
is right for you or sign up for several. All prices are on a monthly 
basis. (Kenner Klay Studios - 468-7593)

Beginner/Intermediate  Advanced
Monday    Tuesday
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
    6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
fee: $20/month   fee: $35/month

CERAMIC PAINT NIGHT
Come out for a fun night of painting ceramics. The pattern 
will applied for you, no drawing needed. Anyone can do it! All 
supplies included. Workshops are held on Thursdays from 6:00 
p.m. - 9:00 p.m. at Fassbender Center. Workshop fee: $20.

          
 House Platter

Jan. 21

                         

                           Watermeter
                           Feb. 25

       

         Fleur de lis Plate               
                Mar. 17

                                                            Crawfish Platter
                                                          Apr. 14

2016 Winter-Spring Leisure Service Supp 4pg.indd   3 12/26/15   12:25 PM
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2016 LEISURE SERVICE WINTER SPRING PROGRAMS

Check out the Adult Leagues 
KPRD has to offer:

 Flag football, Basketball,
Softball, Cabbageball

Mixed leagues in: 
Softball, Cabbageball and Volleyball

 
Call after 2:00 p.m. at 

468-7211 for more information.

CENTRALIZED REGISTRATION
Participants must report to their local playground. If you are a first time participant or you  
have an expired ID in any sports program, you will be sent to Kenner Parks & Recreation  

office at 1905 24th Street for processing of the Centralized Registration Procedures.

Please bring an original birth certificate and proof of residency!

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 468-7211

PAINT PARTY
Parties are held on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. at Fassbender Center. Workshop fee: $20.

         FDL Slate               Cajun Slate Crawfish Welcome             Crab Welcome
          Feb. 17                           Mar. 30                          Apr. 6                    Apr. 20

BURLAP PEEP                                   
 We will show you how to make a cute door 

hanger using burlap, paint and stuffing. 
All supplies Included.

Thursday
March 10   Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Workshop fee: $20   
  

WREATH MAKING
In this workshop you will learn how to make a beautiful using deco mesh. These are all the rage 
these days. We will supply everything you need to create a gorgeous wreath. You may bring add-
ons if you like. Instructor: Kerri Diaz.

January 28 (King Cake)  
March 3 (Easter/Spring)  Recreation Meeting Room
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Workshop fee: $35

TEXTURED CROSS ON SLATE               
 This is a mixed media workshop. 

You will be using texture medium and acrylic 
paints to complete this project. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Friday
March 11    Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Workshop fee: $20

 SOCCER REGISTRATION
Soccer registration begins April 4, 2016

Weekdays 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
at Highway Park. Call 468-7211 for more information

BASEBALL & SOFTBALL REGISTRATION
Begins March 7, 2016 • Weekdays until 8:00 p.m.

at your local playground. Call 4687.7211 for more information

SPECIALTY WORKSHOPS
CARNIVAL GATOR                              

 This a watercolor workshop great for all 
levels. Patterns are available making this a 
workshop for everyone. All supplies included. Instructor Brenda Gruber.

Saturday
Jan. 23    Fassbender Center
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.   Workshop fee: $20

GARDEN FLAG 
In this workshop you will personalize a blank burlap garden flag. 
Personalization will be done using paint and stencils. All supplies 
included except for the garden flag stand. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.

Wednesday
Jan. 27    Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Class fee: $15

2016 CITY OF KENNER 
       HOLIDAY CALENDAR

NO PROGRAMS OR CLASSES WILL BE HELD ON THE CITY OF KENNER HOLIDAYS LISTED 
ABOVE. CLASSES OR PROGRAMS THAT OCCUR ON A HOLIDAY WILL NOT BE RESCHEDULED.

New Year’s Fri. Jan. 1
Martin Luther King Jr. Day  Mon. Jan. 18
President’s Day (observed) Mon. Feb. 8
Mardi Gras Tues. Feb. 9
Good Friday Fri. Mar. 25
Memorial Day Mon. May 30

2016 Winter-Spring Leisure Service Supp 4pg.indd   4 12/26/15   12:25 PM
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504-466-1381 • www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner

from AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
and DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE

5
62 0 1

   Check your odometer…
It’s time to have your  

transmission checked  
or serviced!

Most cars serviced for $126

AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE

Automatic Transmission_0116.indd   1 12/26/15   1:44 PM

COMPLIMENTARY 

Glo Minerals 

Makeup Application

with any $50 purchase

465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

Georgys_0116.indd   1 12/26/15   1:43 PM

Law
Cutting through the clutter
By Steven A. Watts

Most of us wish 
to live the simple life. 
We’d rather be effi-
cient than inefficient, 
organized rather than 

disorganized, focused on the significant rather than 
majoring in minutia. Occasionally we have an op-
portunity to make someone else’s life a little simpler. 
Ironically, this opportunity can present itself at the 
time of our death.

When considering your last will and testament, 
why not make it a little easier on your heirs and/or 
spouse by providing for an “independent” executor 
or executrix? Louisiana laws empower you to appoint 
someone you trust to be the person who has authority 
to act in matters involving your estate. This could be 
a spouse, a child or any trusted third party. With one 
simple court order, that person can be empowered 
with the legal authority to act in any matter involving 
your estate.

Let’s take a common occurrence in many suc-
cessions. Pop passes away leaving Mom and the chil-
dren to deal with his worldly assets. Mom and the 
children want to sell a piece of real estate. There is 
a buyer ready to purchase, but the succession is not 
ready to be closed. What’s the best way to proceed? 
Hopefully, Pop’s will included a provision providing 
that his estate be administered through an indepen-

dent administration. The executor can apply to the 
district court seeking formal appointment as the 
independent executor. Unless his will provides to 
the contrary, Pop’s executor doesn’t have to provide 
a security bond to the estate. Often, the application 
to appoint an independent executor can be “walked 
through” with the applicant receiving a court order on 
the same day as filing.

Here’s the good news. With this court appoint-
ment, the independent executor can take legal action 
on behalf of the decedent’s estate without the need 
for further specific court approval. In other words, 
this person can sign a purchase agreement or even an 
act of sale on behalf of Pop’s estate. Yes, you could ac-
tually go to your real estate closing within hours after 
receiving the required one-time court approval as an 
independent executor.

What if Pop’s will didn’t provide for an indepen-
dent administration? You really have three choices. 
Apply to the district court for specific authority to sell 
the property. Unfortunately in a standard administra-
tion of the estate this will typically require about a for-
ty-five day delay to accomplish the required advertise-
ments and legally mandated delay periods. Secondly, 
you could place all the legal heirs “into possession” of 
Pop’s estate. This might not be the best alternative as 
there may yet be creditors to deal with or other es-
tate assets that have not yet been accounted for. And, 

last, all of Pop’s heirs can agree to the appointment 
of an independent executor. This is a great solution, 
provided all the heirs are on speaking terms with each 
other. In other words, one disgruntled heir can veto 
this alternative.

So the good news is that you can actually make 
life a little easier for your loved ones after you have 
departed this earth. The Louisiana Code of Civil Pro-
cedure’s provisions on Independent Administration 
of Estates can help. But here’s the catch; you need 
to take action now to include this special provision in 
your will. Your heirs will be thankful you did.  

Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana 
State Bar Association, has been a practicing attor-
ney for over 35 years. His office is located at 3925 
N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, in Metairie. Estate 
planning, wills, trusts, successions, business trans-
actions and corporate, franchise and real estate law 
are his primary areas of practice. Watts is also the 
owner and manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be 
reached at 836-0811 or swatts@amerititlela.com.

As we begin a 
new year, I’m excited about our plan to make the 
Jefferson Parish Public School System the first 
choice for all stakeholders. We are charting a new 
course for JPPSS. One that ensures our system is an 
asset for everyone in Jefferson Parish, whether you 
are a student, teacher, employee, business owner or 
community member.

Inside the classroom, we are addressing more 
rigorous standards. That means working to expand 
high quality early childhood offerings, provide addi-
tional support to our schools with the highest need, 
increase the college and career pathways for students, 
tailor professional development to meet the unique 
needs of our educators and students and expand digi-
tal learning programs.

We are just as invested when it comes to the 
culture of our schools. Along with providing students 
with a world class education, we also want to make 
sure our families are welcomed into our schools and 
feel a sense of community. Dale Carnegie Training 
recently conducted customer service training for 
nearly all of our over 5,000 employees. For our staff, 
these workshops offered valuable career skills from 
an international organization that’s trained over 400 
of the Fortune 500 corporations. For our parents and 
visitors, this is a major step forward as we implement a 
standard of service founded in the “JPPSS way.”

We are also invested in Jefferson Parish as a 
whole. Workforce development is a key component of 
the EDGE2020 plan completed by the Jefferson Par-
ish Economic Development Commission (JEDCO). 
It’s vital that we begin to align our priorities with re-
gional and local priorities. For new industries to grow 
and thrive in our parish, we need citizens who are 
educated to meet the demands of those career paths. 
A common truth I hear from my many meetings with 
local business leaders is that education and economic 
development go hand in hand.

We want the public to see our continued prog-
ress and understand the true value a world class pub-
lic school system holds for the entire parish. These are 
just some of the ways we’ve been investing in you. Our 
continued investment in each other is key as we make 
the Jefferson Parish Public School System the first 
choice for all stakeholders. 

Isaac G. Joseph is the first African American 
superintendent of the Jefferson Parish Public School 
System (JPPSS); the largest and most diverse school 
district in Louisiana serving 48,000 students. Dur-
ing his 30 year career with the district, Joseph served 
as an educator, dean of student services, principal, 
assistant superintendent of human resources and 
executive director of grants and federal programs. 

Making Jefferson Parish Public 
Schools the first choice
By Isaac G. Joseph – Jefferson Parish Public School 
System Superintendent

Education
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What effects can 
smoking have on my 
oral health?

Use of any to-
bacco product can 

increase your risk of developing oral cancer and gum 
disease (periodontal disease).

Tobacco products damage your gum tissue by af-
fecting the attachment of bone and soft tissue to your 
teeth. An example of the effect is receding gums. A re-
ceding gum line exposes the tooth roots and increases 
your risk of developing a sensitivity to hot and cold, or 
tooth decay in these unprotected areas.

Smoking can delay healing after a tooth extrac-
tion or other oral surgery.

Smoking also can contribute to bad breath, 
stains on your teeth and tongue and a build-up of tar 
tar on your teeth.

Are cigars a safe alternative to cigarettes?
Cigars are not a safe alternative to cigarettes. 

Even if you do not inhale cigar smoke, you are still at 
risk for oral and pharyngeal (throat) cancers.

Like cigarette smokers, cigar smokers are at in-
creased risk for periodontal (gum) disease, a leading 
cause of tooth loss.

In addition to the health risks, cigar smoke (and 
cigarette smoke) can cause staining of the teeth and 
tongue as well as bad breath.

Are smokeless tobacco products safe?
Like cigars and cigarettes, smokeless tobacco 

products contain a variety of toxins associated with 
cancer. At least 28 cancer causing chemicals have 

been identified in smokeless tobacco products.
Smokeless tobacco can irritate your gum tissue, 

causing it to recede or pull away from your teeth. Once 
this gum tissue recedes, the roots of your teeth are ex-
posed, increasing your risk for tooth decay. The roots of 
your teeth also may become sensitive to hot and cold 
or other irritants, which means you could experience 
some discomfort when eating or drinking.

Sugars, often added to enhance the flavor of 
smokeless tobacco, can increase your risk for tooth 
decay. Smokeless tobacco also typically contains sand 
and grit, which can wear down your teeth.

What are some signs of oral cancer?
Signs and symptoms that could indicate oral 

cancer include any sign of irritation, like tenderness, 
burning or a sore that will not heal; pain, tenderness 
or numbness anywhere in the mouth or lips; develop-
ment of a lump or a leathery, wrinkled or bumpy patch 
inside your mouth; color changes to your oral soft tis-
sues (gray, red or white spots or patches), rather than 

a healthy pink color; difficulty chewing, swallowing, 
speaking or moving the jaw or tongue or any change 
in the way your teeth fit together. See your dentist or 
physician if you notice any of these changes.

The preceding article was based on information 
obtained from the American Dental Association’s web-
site at www.ada.org.  

Darrell P. Bourg Jr., DDS, a family dentist who 
has practiced for over 14 years, is the past president 
of the New Orleans Dental Association and holds 
memberships in the LDA, ADA and AAID and is a fel-
low of the International College of Oral Implantolo-
gist (FICOI). Dr. Bourg practices at the Exceptional 
Dental office located at 1305 West Esplanade Avenue 
in Kenner and also has offices on the Westbank, Port 
Sulphur and opening January 2016 in Mid City New 
Orleans. Dr. Bourg can be contacted at 469-6333. Visit 
Exceptional Dental’s website at www.drbourg.com.

Tobacco products and oral health 
By Darrell P. Bourg, Jr., D.D.S.

Catholic Elementary School

      

OPEN HOUSE
January 21, 2016 • 6:30 p.m.

PK-2 through 7th Grade
Private Tours Available

4119 St. Elizabeth Drive
Kenner, Louisiana 70065

504.468.3524
www.seasschool.org

elizabeth@archdiocese-no.org

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School does not discriminate  
on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin  

in the administration of their educational policies.

“Our eyes are fixed on the Lord”

Elizabeth Ann Seton_Kenner Star_1215.indd   1 12/26/15   6:10 PM

Health

Insurance

Think you’re 
immune to acci-
dents? According to 
the U.S. Social Se-

curity Administration, 20-year-old workers have a 
one in four chance of becoming disabled by age 67, 
a fact found in the SSA’s Fact Sheet dated Febru-

ary 7, 2013. In fact, the average American drawing 
Social Security disability benefits is 50 years old. 
The average Social Security Disability Insurance 
(SSDI) is only $1,113 per month. Is that enough to 
cover living expenses? For most of us, the answer 
is likely no.

Myth: I can rely on workers’ comp?

Disability insurance: A good idea 
By Marie M. Clesi Many people mistakenly think so. According 

to the Council for Disability Awareness, a small 
fraction of disabilities are covered by workers’ 
compensation insurance and the benefits are 
often temporary according to the Council for Dis-
ability Awareness’ Long-Term Disability Claims 
Review of 2012. Similarly, qualifying for SSDI can 
be difficult and approval can take months.

What’s the solution?
For maximum protection, make sure you 

have both short-term and long-term disability in-
surance. Many employers offer short-term cover-
age that will typically replace around 40 to 60 per-
cent of your income for three to six months while 
recovering from a temporary disability.

As the name implies, long-term coverage pro-
vides you with income during a lengthy or perma-
nent disability. These benefits usually start three 
to six months after a person becomes disabled and 
can continue for a period of several years or even 
until age 70. For additional protection, consider 
augmenting this coverage with a personal policy.

What should you look for in a policy?
Here are some considerations:

“Disability” definition: Must you be unable to 
perform your regular job or any job? Be sure you 
understand the definition.

Onset of benefits: If your savings can cover 
several months of expenses, reduce monthly pre-
miums with a longer waiting period.

Partial benefits: These can provide you with 
some income if you can’t work full capacity.

Cost-of-living adjustment (COLA): Adding a 
COLA option will increase benefits to keep pace 
with inflated living expenses.

It pays to do your homework and talk with a 
professional before selecting the policy that best 
fits your needs and budget.   

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi In-
surance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a 
select State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Ca-
sualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, 
renters, life and health insurance along with finan-
cial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans 
Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted 
at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com.  
Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.

CITY OF KENNER
Important Emergency Contacts

Kenner City Hall 468-7200 LA State Trooper 471-2775

Kenner Police 712-2222 OR 911 Jeff Parish Sheriff 363-5500

Kenner Fire 467-2211 OR 911 Entergy 1-800-968-8213

Public Works 468-7515 Atmos 1-888-322-8667

Code Enforcement 468-4068 Water Dept 736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage) 468-7292 Red Cross (Local) 620-3105
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Airport

AWS INSURANCE  
COMMITMENT SINCE 1987

We will work with you to establish 
action plans and timetables

We will look for creative, cost effec-
tive methods for treating risk

We will listen to your concerns and 
communicate effectively

Insurance markets for all personal and commercial 
risks for assets anywhere along the Gulf Coast

    Medical, life, health & benefits

    Licensed support staff

    Home, auto, condo, rentals

APARICIO, WALKER AND SEELING, INC.
4501 West Napoleon Ave.  |  Suite 200 | Metairie

883-4111 | www.awsinc.com

AWS Insurance_0116.indd   1 12/26/15   2:17 PM

Air service ex-
pansion is one of our 
top priorities at Arm-
strong International, 

and we are pleased to report that new flights will 
be arriving soon. One of our fastest growing carriers, 
Spirit Airlines, will begin daily service to Los Angeles, 
California and Atlanta, Georgia in April. With the ad-
dition of these cities, Spirit will offer non-stop service 
to eight destinations. The other non-stop destina-
tions include Chicago, Dallas, Detroit, Ft. Lauderdale, 
Houston and Las Vegas. Spirit Airlines offers ultra-low 
fares and a range of optional services for a fee. This 
allows passengers to choose the travel options they 
prefer, such as checking bags, seat assignments and 
refreshments. Spirit currently operates more than 
375 daily flights to 56 destinations within the U.S., 
Latin America and the Caribbean onboard a modern 
and fuel-efficient all-Airbus fleet. They operate from 
Concourse C at Armstrong International. To view all 

of Spirit Airlines’ flight options from Louis Armstrong 
New Orleans International Airport and to purchase 
tickets, please visit www.Spirit.com.

Another one of our newest airlines is adding 
more service as well – Allegiant Air. Allegiant will 
launch new flights to Pittsburgh, PA in February. Ser-
vice will be provided twice weekly out of Concourse C 
and expand upon the flights Allegiant currently oper-
ates from New Orleans to Cincinnati, OH; Columbus, 
OH; Indianapolis, IN; and Orlando-Sanford, FL. The 
flights will bring nearly 17,000 additional visitors each 
year to the New Orleans area and generate an esti-
mated $15.4 million annually in total visitor spending. 
Allegiant’s innovative business model has allowed it to 
grow from one plane and one route to offering access 
to low-cost flights in over 100 cities nationwide, more 
than any other domestic low-cost carrier. Allegiant 
passengers can enjoy unique savings by bundling 
their air, hotel, car and even activity and attraction 
reservations together for less. The company has been 

named one of America’s 100 Best Small Companies by 
Forbes Magazine for five consecutive years. In 2014, 
Aviation Week ranked Allegiant the “Top-Performing 
Airline” in North America for the third consecutive 
year. Flight days, times and the lowest fares can be 
found only at www.Allegiant.com.

Our newest air carrier, GLO, is offering non-
stop flights to Little Rock, Arkansas; Memphis, Ten-
nessee; and Shreveport, Louisiana. GLO is a New 
Orleans-owned and based public charter operator 
and is offering fares as low as $99 each way through 
February. GLO offers a quality alternative to business 
and leisure travelers that have been relegated to 
multi-stop flights and long drive times to reach these 
destinations. GLO’s flights are operated by Corporate 
Flight Management, Inc. from Concourse B using a 
30-passenger Saab 340B aircraft. Each city is served 
twice daily Monday through Friday and once daily to 
each destination on weekends. Tickets are available 
at www.FlyGLO.com.

Armstrong International now has a total of 14 
airlines that provide non-stop service to 50 destina-
tions with connections throughout the world. So 
wherever your travels may take you, you can get there 
from Armstrong International. Please visit our web-
site for airline information, parking information and 
helpful travel tips.     

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International may be 
reached at airport@flymsy.com. Check your local 
listings for the air time of the Armstrong Interna-
tional Airport 30 minute television program, “Air-
port Alive” or view it on the airport website, www.
flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link 
on the “News and Stats” page. Follow the airport on 
facebook.com/MSYAirport and twitter.com/NO_Air-
port. To find out how to be a volunteer at the air-
port, click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s website 
homepage. 

Air service continues to grow at Armstrong International
By Iftikhar Ahmad – Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation

Sports

Peter Finney Jr., executive editor and general 
manager of the Clarion Herald, the newspaper of 
the Archdiocese of New Orleans, will discuss his new 
book, The Best of Peter Finney: Legendary New Or-
leans Sportswriter, at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 
1, 2016 at the East Bank Regional Library located at 
4747 West Napoleon Avenue in Metairie.

This presentation is free of charge and is open 
to the public. Registration is not required.

The book focuses on the columns of Peter 
Finney’s father, Peter Finney Sr.

Five times each week during the past several 
decades, sports fans in New Orleans began their 
mornings by reading local sportswriter Peter Finney. 
Finney’s newspaper columns connected New Or-
leans readers to the world of sports for nearly 70 
years. From a career total of 15,000 articles, this book 
offers a prime selection of the very best of Finney’s 
writing as well as an introduction from his son.

Beginning his writing career as a college fresh-
man at Loyola University, Finney added his voice to 

the sports pages of the States-Item (1945–80) and 
the Times-Picayune (1980–2013). Finney witnessed 
iconic moments in Louisiana sports history, including 
Billy Cannon’s 89-yard punt return against Ole Miss 
in 1959, Tom Dempsey’s 1970 NFL-record 63-yard 
field goal and the Saints’ 31–17 victory over the In-
dianapolis Colts in the 2010 Super Bowl.

His interviews and profiles covered nearly every 
major sports figure of his time including Ted Williams, 
Jesse Owens, Joe DiMaggio, Muhammad Ali, Joe Na-
math, Jack Nicklaus, Tiger Woods, Arnold Palmer, Bil-
ly Cannon, Pete Maravich, Lee Trevino, Rusty Staub, 
Archie, Peyton, and Eli Manning, Eddie Robinson, 
Doug Williams, Dale Brown, Billy Martin, Brett Favre, 
Nick Saban, Shaquille O’Neal, Mike Ditka, Sean Pay-
ton, Drew Brees, Sugar Ray Leonard, Skip Bertman, 
Les Miles and Tom Benson, among many others.

Peter Finney is a 17-time winner of the Louisi-
ana Sportswriter of the Year Award from the National 
Sportscasters and Sportswriters Association. He is 
the author of The Fighting Tigers, 1893–1993: One 

Hundred Years of LSU Football and Pistol Pete: The 
Story of College Basketball’s Greatest Star.

Peter Finney Jr., former sportswriter for the 
New York Post and New York Daily News, is the 

recipient of the St. Francis de Sales Award from the 
Catholic Press Association. Since 1993, he has served 
as the executive editor and general manager of the 
Clarion Herald.    

Peter Finney Jr. presents a tribute to his father, a legendary New Orleans sportswriter
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Are you ready to 
make some financial 
resolutions or do you 
find that they are too 
hard to keep?

If you would like 
to improve your financial situation this year, behav-
ioral scientists have discovered some things about hu-
man nature that will help you reach your goals.

Let’s start with three typical financial resolu-
tions – reduce debt, save more and get finances in 
order. Would you like to make progress on all of these 
goals in 2016?

The first step toward making resolutions that 
you will keep is to create a new habit and to embed 
that habit in your memory. Begin by writing the goal 
down and follow up the next day by telling someone  
what your goal is. The next step is to make a symbolic  
beginning. For debt repayment, this might mean add-
ing $20 to your next payment.

If your objective is to repay debt, pick the small-
est debt that you have and use whatever extra money 
you can find to accelerate your payments on your  

 
 
smallest debt. You may wonder why not first pay off 
the debt with the highest interest rate? If we were 
truly rational creatures it would make more sense to 
choose the highest interest rate, but we know that at 
many levels we are in fact irrational. The reason you 
want to pay off the smallest debt first is that you will 
emotionally feel satisfaction from seeing something 
paid off. Pay off the small debt and then add that 
payment to your next smallest debt. Use this strategy 
to pay off debt and increase payments. The combina-
tion of emotional satisfaction and visible progress will 
help you get to the point of being debt-free.

To save more is almost everyone’s goal. Unfor-
tunately it is a goal often missed. So, we apply our be-
havioral science lessons – we write the goal down, tell 
someone else about the goal, make a symbolic start 
and, in addition, we make the process automatic. By 
automatic I mean to enroll in an automatic payroll 
deduction, if that is available for you, or set up an au-
tomatic transfer of funds from to your savings from 
your checking account. With these steps in place you 
will actually achieve your savings goal.

Getting better organized can be a difficult task. 

Resolutions
By Guy Williams

Community

The Patrons of Lafreniere Park and Jefferson 
Parish officials along with Jefferson Parish District 
4 Councilman Ben Zahn have announced a 2016 
inaugural King’s Day Carnival Kickoff to be held on 
Friday, January 8, 2016.

The event will begin at 6:00 p.m. at the Al Co-
peland Concert Meadow Stage in Lafreniere Park 
located at 3000 Downs Boulevard in Metairie.

Admission is free and the public is invited.
Mardi Gras Guide author Arthur Hardy will 

serve as master of ceremonies.

The Jefferson Parish Council and newly in-
augurated Jefferson Parish President Michael S. 
Yenni will present the royalty and captains from 
all Jefferson Parish carnival krewes followed by 
a royal toast and free entertainment by the local 
band, Remedy.

Fun activities ae planned for children and 
people of all ages, including a magic show by Jo-Jo 
the clown, balloon sculptures and juggling.

Local vendors will be present at the event. 
Outside food and drink are not allowed.   

Jefferson Parish to host 2016 inaugural King’s 
Day Carnival Kickoff event

For this one, in addition to your behavioral science 
tools, write a plan describing what organization looks 
like, tell someone your plan, begin perhaps by simply 
collecting statements and then add two more bricks 
to your behavioral wall. Divide the task of getting 
organized into a set of small discreet tasks. Don’t try 
to do it all at once. Start with one small step toward 
organization and build from there.

Finally, use technology to help. Your bank prob-
ably has an organizational software program to orga-
nize your finances such as “My Money” or “Mint.” The 
point is to use technology to track everything. These 
systems are challenging to set up but if you break it 
into discreet steps, you can get it done. Don’t rush 
and be content to make progress every week. Sooner 

than you think you will have all of your information 
organized in one place and it then will stay organized.

So, use science to help you achieve your goals 
and if you would like some old fashioned personal 
coaching, please stop by your local community bank 
for extra help.

Happy New Year.   
Guy Williams is president and chief execu-

tive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. 
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Wil-
liams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president 
and branch manager can be contacted at 565-3656. 
Brian Behlar, vice president and commercial lender, 
can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank 
and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

https://secure.entergy.com/forms/StreetLights.aspx?FormId=132&RegionId=LA

Have a 
street  
light out 
in your neighborhood?

Click on Entergy’s new online portal 
to submit streetlight problems.

This is the fastest way to get the issue to them.
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Experiencing heel pain? 
By Russell R. Russo, M.D.

Two types of heel pain exist. If you 
are experiencing pain on the bottom of 
your heel, it may be plantar fasciitis, a 
common problem that develops from 
inflammation of the connective tissue 

supporting the arch of the foot. Plantar fasciitis is a painful process 
that hurts worse when arising from bed in the morning and can be 
improved with stretching and gel inserts.

However, if you experience pain on the back of your heel, you 
may be dealing with something quite different.

Pain on the back of the heel represents inflammation of the at-
tachment of the Achilles tendon to the heel bone, or calcaneus. In-
flammation of the bursa that surrounds the tendon’s attachment may 
also be present. Without treatment, the chronic inflammation can 
lead to a painful bump of the back of the heel, sometimes referred to 
as a “pump bump” because the rigid backs of pump-style shoes can 
create pressure that aggravates the enlargement when walking.

Development of this “pump bump,” or what we refer to in the 
medical literature as a Haglund’s deformity, can become very pain-
ful. This process can affect a variety of individuals, but is common 
in teachers and those who stand often throughout the day. How-

ever, runners and other individuals who have repetitive trauma to 
the area also may develop this condition. It usually develops over 
time and becomes unbearable by middle age.

The first line of treatment is a vigorous stretching program to 
the Achilles tendon. This is often done in physical therapy with the 
development of a home exercise program. Adjuncts to therapy in-
clude anti-inflammatory modalities such as ultrasound, massage and 
often a new technique – dry needling, which is similar to acupuncture 
but medically based. On top of stretching, a gel pad can be worn at the 
area of maximal tenderness at the back of the heel to protect the area.

Often these modalities, along with anti-inflammatory medica-
tions can reduce or eliminate pain in the mild to moderate cases of 
heel pain caused by insertional Achilles tendonitis.

When non-operative modalities fail to reduce or eliminate 
pain, there are also surgical options available. Surgery involves 
making a small cut on the back of the heel and removing calci-
um deposits in the Achilles tendon as well as the painful “pump 
bump” on the back of the heel. Once the painful bump is removed, 
healthy Achilles tendon is repaired down to healthy bone restor-
ing the normal anatomy of the heel. The amount of Achilles tendon 
and bad bone that must be removed is identified with X-rays and 

sometimes an MRI depending on the amount of disease within the 
tendon.

Although surgery is an outpatient procedure, the rehabilita-
tion after surgery can be anywhere from two to six weeks depend-
ing on the severity of the disease.

Heel pain can be very debilitating. A thorough history and physi-
cal exam can help identify the cause of your pain so it can be appro-
priately treated. X-rays can identify heel spurs and calcium deposits 
from chronic inflammation. Don’t suffer another day with nagging 
heel pain. See an orthopedic surgeon today to know your options.  

Russell R. Russo, M.D. is a fellowship-trained sports medicine 
orthopedic surgeon. Visit Dr. Russo’s professional website, www.drrus-
sellrusso.com, for his weekly sports medicine blog. The Orthopedic 
Center for Sports Medicine is a multi-specialty center dedicated to 
complete musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in shoulder 
and knee injuries. Offices are located in Kenner, Metairie and Lakev-
iew. For additional information call 467-5900 or visit www.nolas-
portsmedicine.com

Automotive

When it happens, brake noise can 
be irritating. Some sounds are a very 
normal part of your vehicle’s brake op-
eration but others may indicate a prob-
lem. How can you tell when the noise 

from your vehicle’s brakes is something to ignore or a problem to 
investigate?

The key questions to answer are where does the brake noise 
seem to originate, at what speed does the noise occur, does it hap-
pen when the brakes are cold or when you have been driving for a 
while, does it happen after many stops or only after the first few and 
does it happen in wet conditions (such as rain, humidity or after a 
car wash)?

Until recently, asbestos was a common material used in pro-
ducing brake linings. Today environmental concerns with asbestos 
have prompted automobile manufacturers, including Nissan, to sig-
nificantly reduce the amount of asbestos used in brake products.

For example, Nissan adopted semi-metallic brake linings that 
provide excellent brake performance. However, because of the met-
al-to-metal contact between semi-metallic pads and the brake rotor, 
these pads may sometimes produce more noise than pads with as-
bestos linings. As a result, some people may think that the noise they 
hear indicates a problem with the braking system. To further reduce 
noise, especially for disc brakes, manufacturers such as Nissan have 
begun introducing non-asbestos organic (NAO) pads. Nevertheless, 
a certain amount of noise from brake components is not unusual.

The following are generally considered characteristic of all 
braking systems. These noises do not generally indicate any mal-
function of the braking system or improper operation, but may as 
noted below indicate it is time to perform normal brake service.

Loud squeal noise – For disc brake pads with wear indicators, 
an audible continuous noise is made when the pads need replace-
ment. The wear indicators do not damage the discs, although the 
pads should be replaced as soon as possible.

Grinding noise – This noise is common primarily during the 
first few stops on rear drum brakes and on some front disc brakes 
due to the formation of trace corrosion if the vehicle has not been 
driven recently. If the noise disappears after a few stops, it does not 
indicate a problem.

Trace squeak/squeal noise – Front semi-metallic brake lin-
ings may emit a soft squeak or squeal noise at medium speeds under 
light-to-medium pedal force. It also can occasionally occur on rear 
brakes during the first few stops with cold brakes (especially in the 
morning), or in conditions of rain or high humidity.

Groan noise – On vehicles equipped with automatic transmis-
sions a slight groan may be heard when coming to an abrupt stop or 
when allowing the vehicle to creep forward slowly from a stop.

ABS self-check – If you hear a small click and feel slight 
brake pedal movement when you reach three to six miles per 
hour after first starting to drive, this is most likely the anti-lock 
braking system properly performing a self-check to ensure that 
the system is functioning properly.

What should you do?
If your vehicle develops brake noise, and you feel unsure about 

its meaning, you should always take your car in to a qualified techni-
cian. Factory trained technicians are best qualified to inspect and 
offer an accurate diagnosis of specific makes of vehicles.

Some manufacturers offer a choice of genuine factory replace-
ment parts. For instance, all Nissan vehicles are equipped with Nis-
san Original Equipment (OE) brake pads. They use a non-asbestos 
organic (NAO) compound that provides state-of-the-art resistance 
to squeal noise. However, Genuine Nissan Key Value brake pads are 
also available as a high-quality service replacement part at a lower 
price for price-sensitive people. These pads use a semi-metallic 
compound similar to the material in the Nissan OE pads before the 
introduction of NAO compound pads. Although their braking perfor-
mance is excellent, some people may experience more brake squeal 
than they would if using an NAO compound pad. It’s up to you to 
decide which product better meets your needs.

Now you know what all the noise is about!   
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire and Automo-

tive, Inc., a family-owned and operated full-service tire and auto-
motive shop, located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store 
hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday and 8:00 
a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Scotty’s website is www.scott-
ystireandauto.com. 

How to decipher your brakes’ warning signs
By Scott Zimmerman
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Health

I hope everyone had a most won-
derful holiday season and are now 
ready for the new year. With the begin-
ning of almost every new year, I try to 
bring to light the importance of main-

taining good health in the form of a good diet and exercise which 
will allow us to live a healthy lifestyle, free from aches and pains 
giving us more energy for our daily activities.

Only by reviewing the past can we focus on improvement for 
this new year. We need to review last year’s successes and down-
falls in the effort that we put forth in order to maintain a better 
exercise regimen while also following a good dietary program. We 
should set goals that will include the successes of last year as well 
as setting new standards that will bring us to a higher level of 
health this year.

One of your main goals for exercise in the new year should in-
clude a walking program that will improve your endurance, main-
tain good muscular strength and help sustain a good body weight. 
Begin by laying out a consistent walking track that will allow you 
to know how far you are going while keeping a consistent pace. 
Then you can set goals that will help you improve your pace within 
a certain distance over time. For example, if you walk one mile in 
20 minutes, you are walking at a three mile an hour pace and as 
your fitness improves, you can set goals toward walking that same 
mile within a 15 to 18 minute pace. Knowing how far you walk and 
how fast you walk allows you to set goals during the year.

The next most important aspect of a fitness program for the 
new year is beginning a daily stretching routine that will cover all 
parts of your body. Maintaining good flexibility is a great way to 
help avoid injury during work and daily activity. Adding a strength-
ening program for your core (abdominal and hip) muscles will al-

A “New Year” perspective on fitness
By Craig Goodwin

Government

The elected officials of Jefferson Parish will take their 
oaths of office on Wednesday, January 6, 2016. The ceremony 
will begin at 10:00 a.m. in the Senator Ken Hollis Theater at 
the Jefferson Performing Arts Center located at 6400 Airline 
Drive in Metairie. The event is open to the public. Doors open 
at 9:00 a.m.

The inauguration ceremony will be streamed live on the 
Jefferson Parish website, www.jeffparish.net, which also is ac-
cessible via the parish’s mobile app, Jefferson Parish Mobile, on 

smart phones and hand-held devices.
Immediately following the inauguration, the first Jeffer-

son Parish Council meeting of 2016 will take place in the Sena-
tor Ken Hollis Theater at the Jefferson Performing Arts Center.

For additional information contact Kriss Fortunato, Jef-
ferson Parish Public Information Officer at 736-6410 or kfortu-
nato@jeffparish.net.   

Jefferson Parish inauguration to be held on January 6

The following Jefferson Parish officials  
will be sworn in on January 6, 2016

Michael S. Yenni Parish President
Newell D. Normand Sheriff
Jon A. Gegenheimer Clerk of Court
Gerry Cvitanovich Coroner
Christopher L. Roberts Councilman-At-Large, Division “A”
Cynthia Lee-Sheng Councilwoman-At-Large, Division “B”
Ricky J. Templet Councilman, District 1
Paul D. Johnston Councilman, District 2
Mark D. Spears Councilman, District 3
E. “Ben” Zahn, III Councilman, District 4
Jennifer Van Vrancken Councilwoman, District 5

low you to keep a healthy back for those lifting activities you find 
yourself doing on a daily basis.

Walking, stretching and strengthening are the key compo-
nents to maintaining a healthy lifestyle during the year.    

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner 
Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 3921 Williams Bou-

levard in Kenner and at two other locations in Metairie and on 
the West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical School 
Department of Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy 
in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports 
Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com 
or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Kenner Police Department

Drug Tip 
Hotline

466-3073
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Entertainment
The beginning of the winning at Treasure Chest in 2016
By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager

Can you believe 
how 2015 flew by? 
Why, it seems like just 
yesterday our “Pro-
gressive Payday Jack-

pot” was a healthy but comparatively small $10,000. 
And just this past month one of our lucky guests won 
the “Progressive Payday Jackpot” of $100,000! It’s 
amazing how fast they grow up, isn’t it? But enough 
looking back at 2015. 2016 at Treasure Chest is go-
ing to be even better!

The winning starts the very first day of the year 
with our New Year’s Day Kiosk Bonus. On January 

1, 2016 from 11:00 a.m. until 11:00 p.m., just stop by 
any kiosk after earning 250 points. Then swipe your 
B Connected card and win up to $1,000 slot dollars! 
Not a B Connected member yet? Make it your New 
Year’s resolution to join! It’s an easy resolution to 
keep and you’ll reap the benefits for years to come.

Then on Fridays, January 8, 15, 22, and 29 join 
us for “Mystery Machine Hot Seats.” It’s easy to play! 
Just play your favorite slots using your B Connected 
card from 8:00 p.m. to midnight. We’ll choose 77 
lucky players each night to have $100 slot dollars 
automatically loaded onto their account. Imagine 
playing your favorite machine, looking up and see-

ing you suddenly have $100 more to play with than 
you did before. Nice way to spend a Friday!

Even though January has to come to an end, 
it doesn’t mean the winning has to end. January 30 
from 7:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m., we’ve devised a way 
to make you a winner all year long with slot dollars 
for the year! 25 qualifying players will be selected 
to win $200 slot dollars and a chance to win the top 
prize of $300 slot dollars a week for the entire year! 
That’s right, you could play on the house and keep 
what you win for an entire year!

What a way to kick off the “New Year” at your 
neighborhood casino. We look forward to serving 

you in 2016 and as always, we’ll see you on the lake!
As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must 

be 21 or older to enter the casino and become a B 
Connected member. Membership is free and rules 
and restrictions apply.  

Mike Garms is the general manager of Trea-
sure Chest Casino which is located at 5050 Wil-
liams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain 
in Laketown. For more information, visit www.
treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

Free live entertainment at Treasure Chest Casino in January
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live enter-

tainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. 
Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 

5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is 
open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from 
8:00 a.m. until 3:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. 

The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the 
casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, 
for more information.

Below is a list of entertainment with schedule 
and times subject to change. 

Fri., Jan. 1
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Escalade Show  
and Dance

Sat., Jan. 2
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Swingaroux

Sun., Jan. 3
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., Jan. 6
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Jan. 7
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Foret Tradition 

Fri., Jan. 8 
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Blue Eyed Soul Revue

Sat., Jan. 9
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

River City Hit Squad 

Sun., Jan. 10
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., Jan. 13
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Jan. 14
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Foret Tradition

Fri., Jan. 15
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

90 Degrees West

Sat., Jan. 16
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Monster Crawfish

Sun., Jan. 17
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., Jan. 20
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Jan. 21
Closed for private party

Fri., Jan. 22
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Rick Mocklin  
and the Southern Voice

Sat., Jan. 23
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Cullen Landry and  
The Midnight  

Street Car

Sun., Jan. 24
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., Jan. 27
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Jan 28
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Foret Tradition

Fri., Jan 29
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Good Feeling

Sat., Jan 30
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

John Pierre  
and the Expressions

Treasure Chest Casino brightens the holidays 
with “Trees of Hope” charitable event

“Treasure Chest Casino was delighted to host 
‘Trees of Hope’ for a sixth straight year,” said Mike 
Garms, Treasure Chest Casino General Manager. 
Since its start in 2010, Trees of Hope has awarded 
over $60,000 to local charitable groups to help fund 
their worthy outreach programs.

Treasure Chest Casino held its Trees of Hope 
awards ceremony on December 18, 2015 to an-
nounce the winners of the annual tree decorating 
competition. Eighteen non-profit organizations 
each decorated a Christmas tree that lined the 
walkway to the casino. Patrons voted on their fa-
vorite trees during the month of December. “This 
friendly tree decorating competition was a close 
race to the finish line, rightfully so with a total 
prize pool of $13,400 at stake. Well, the votes were 
tallied and the Trees of Hope winners for 2015 were 
announced,” said Garms.

The American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life 
won the first place prize of $5,000. The second place 
winner of $2,500 was the Metropolitan Center for 
Women and Children and Dawn Busters Kiwanis 
Club won third place winning $1,000. The Ameri-
can Lung Association won $500 in fourth place and 
Angels’ Place won fifth place receiving $500.

Along with the top five places, all other non-
profit organizations that competed received a 
$300 donation as well. The other nonprofits were 
the American Diabetes Association, Cancer Cru-
saders, Children Leukemia League, Alzheimer’s 
Association LA Chapter, American Heart Associa-
tion, Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, National Kidney 
Foundation of LA, Dr. K Movement Inc., Joey’s 
Hope for Hungry Children, East Jefferson Family 
YMCA, Louisiana Organ Procurement Agency, New 
Orleans Counsel on Aging and Delivering Hope 
NOLA, Inc.

“Treasure Chest Casino would like to congratu-
late all the organizations and patrons that were in-
volved and look forward to bringing Trees of Hope 
to the community in 2016,” said Garms.  
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Jefferson Performing Arts Center Theater named in honor of late Senator Hollis    
On Saturday, December 5, 2015 the recent-

ly opened Jefferson Performing Arts Center was 
officially named for community leader, former 
Louisiana Senator Ken Hollis.

“My husband Ken was a bold leader and ded-
icated public servant,” said Diane Hollis, wife 
of the late Senator Hollis. “When he was made 
aware of a need in the community, he addressed 
it immediately. The development of the Jeffer-
son Performing Arts Center was no different. 
Ken believed in the vision and worked diligently 
to secure funding and begin construction. I am 
confident he would be humbled and delighted 
as the theater is officially named in his honor.”

“During my father’s career in the state Sen-
ate, he worked tirelessly to tackle the pressing 

issues of the day,” said Representative Paul 
Hollis, son of Senator Hollis and a state Rep-
resentative for Louisiana’s 104th District. “But 
in between fighting for tax reform or economic 
development projects, he always found time to 
champion the arts community in Jefferson Par-
ish. When it came to funding for the new per-
forming arts center, he didn’t stop working until 
the appropriate resources were in place to begin 
construction.”

“This naming ceremony is a beautiful way 
to cap off a life well-lived,” said Michael Hollis, 
son of Senator Hollis who serves as the presi-
dent of Hollis Companies. “Our dad is gone but 
his legacy of service lives on in the four walls of 
the performing arts center and the Senator Ken 

Hollis Theater.”
“Throughout my father’s public service ca-

reer, I recall him emphasizing the need to be 
tough on issues and soft on people. I believe it 
was this mindset that made him such an execu-
tion-oriented and effective leader” said oldest 
son, Jesse Kendrick “Trey” Hollis, III.

“No one worked harder for Jefferson Parish 
than Ken Hollis,” said Henry Shane, a longtime 
friend. “I am excited to join with family and 
friends to honor his service and reflect on his 
legacy.”

Senator Ken Hollis, a local business owner, 
served two years on the Jefferson Parish Coun-
cil before winning a special election to serve the 
people of Louisiana’s Senate District 9. During 

his 26 years in office, Hollis championed the 
removal of tolls on the south shore of the Lake 
Pontchartrain Causeway, fought for local eco-
nomic development projects, worked to retain 
the New Orleans Saints in the state and helped 
establish the Louisiana Lottery. Throughout his 
legislative career, Hollis was a tireless advocate 
for the Jefferson Performing Arts Society.

The Jefferson Parish Performing Arts 
Center officially opened in the summer of 2015. 
Boasting state-of-the-art acoustics, the 1,061-
seat venue is designed to host grand operas, mu-
sicals, symphonies, choral concerts, ballet and 
modern dance performances.     

Adults teaching children about etiquette presentation offered    
Carolyn Shelton, chef and etiquette consul-

tant, will give a presentation titled “What Adults 
Can Teach Children about Etiquette” at 7:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, January 19, 2016, at the East Bank 
Regional Library located at 4747 West Napoleon 
Avenue in Metairie.

This presentation is free of charge and is 
open to the public. Registration is not required.

Shelton talks to parents and grandparents 

about etiquette for kids regarding what they 
should know, how they should act, what is good 
behavior and what is not. This is not a seminar 
for kids. Its purpose is to instruct adults who can 
then instruct their kids.

During the presentation, Shelton will focus 
on how to be kind to others, understanding the 
consequences of actions, how to role play with 
children to encourage proper manners, the im-

portance of being a good role model, the concept 
of sharing, praising good behavior, practicing 
family politeness, the importance of thank-you 
notes and more.

Carolyn Shelton appears weekly on “Passe 
Patout,” a television show in Lafayette, and 
often travels the country appearing on various 
television shows preparing her recipes. Shelton 
has owned restaurants, was food editor for an ar-

ray of newspapers, has authored five books and 
has spoken at the Jefferson Parish Library on 
various topics.

For more information regarding this pre-
sentation, contact Chris Smith, manager of 
adult programming for the library, at 889-8143 
or wcsmith@jplibrary.net.     

Advertise in the
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Latin American News
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Identity protection    
By Rafael E. Saddy

Welcome to 2016 
and a happy new year 
to all. At the begin-
ning of the new year 

we usually pledge resolutions such as losing weight, 
making plans to travel more, paying off bills, getting 
out of debt, etc. An important resolution for all to 
consider is to protect our identities and for that we 
have seven steps for making identity protection part 
of your routine, courtesy of IRS Security Awareness.

The theft of your identity, especially personal 
information such as your name, Social Security 
number, address and children’s names, can be trau-
matic and frustrating. In this online era, it’s impor-
tant to always be on guard. The IRS has teamed up 
with state revenue departments and the tax indus-
try to make sure you understand the dangers to your 
personal and financial data.

Here are seven steps you can make part of your 
routine to protect your tax and financial information.

Read your credit card and banking statements 
carefully and often – watch for even the smallest 

charge that appears suspicious. (Neither your credit 
card nor bank – or the IRS – will send you emails 
asking for sensitive personal and financial informa-
tion such as asking you to update your account.).

Review and respond to all notices and cor-
respondence from the Internal Revenue Service. 
Warning signs of tax-related identity theft can in-
clude IRS notices about tax returns you did not file, 
income you did not receive or employers you’ve 
never heard of or where you’ve never worked.

Review each of your three credit reports at 
least once a year. Visit www.annualcreditreport.
com to get your free reports.

Review your annual Social Security income 
statement for excessive income reported. You can 
sign up for an electronic account at www.SSA.gov.

Read your health insurance statements; look 
for claims you never filed or care you never received.

Shred any documents with personal and fi-
nancial information. Never toss documents with 
your personally identifiable information, espe-
cially your social security number, in the trash.

If you receive any routine federal deposit 
such as Social Security Administrator or Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs benefits, you probably 
receive those deposits electronically. You can use 
the same direct deposit process for your federal 
and state tax refund. IRS direct deposit is safe and 
secure and places your tax refund directly into the 
financial account of your choice.

To learn additional steps you can take to pro-
tect your personal and financial data, visit www.irs.
gov/Individuals/Taxes-Security-Together. You also 
can read the IRS Publication 4524, Security Aware-
ness for Taxpayers.

Community Announcements
January 15 – Latin American Civic Orga-

nization of Louisiana (LACAL)’s general meeting 
and 2016 event planning. For information call 296-
3976.

January 21 – Unidad Hispanoamericana 
general meeting and planning 2016 pageant event. 
For information call 504-512-2930.

February 20 – Asociación Nicaragüense de 

Louisiana (ANDELA) coronation and gala dance 
for the 2016 Señorita Nicaragua Queen at the Ken-
ner Pavilion (corner of Loyola and Vintage drive) in 
Kenner from 8:00 p.m. until 12:00 a.m. For informa-
tion call 466-1483.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable 
channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) has Hispanic TV 
programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday 
at 8:00 p.m. For more information and program 
schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the 
Kenner TV logo.

I leave you with this thought. “if we don’t act 
now to safeguard our privacy, we could all become 
victims of identity theft”    

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations offi-
cer for the Latin American Civic Association of 
Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the governing 
board of directors of Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. 
Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284, 
Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Street as part of plans to eventually consolidate its 
police and operations in one area.

Kenner Community Development Director 
Arleeta Terrell said she is convinced the new food 
bank will mean that more people in need can be 
helped. The new facility has more room and Ronnie 
Mains, owner of Crossroads Center, has promised to 
bring in tractor-trailer loads of donated food from 

Wal-Mart on a regular basis. The new facility was de-
signed to handle those types of deliveries as well as 
the storage of perishable items, which was not pos-
sible at the old food bank.

The food bank serves meals to about 900 
families a month. The annual “Sipping with Santa” 
fundraiser put on by Kenner First Lady Michelle 
Yenni and the mayor, along with Kenner Council-
man at-large Keith Conley and his wife, Barbie, 
raised over $58,000 this past December for the 
Kenner Food Bank. Now in its sixth year, “Sip-
ping with Santa” has taken in about $270,000 in 
total for the food bank. “The money raised this 
year is hoped to be used to purchase a semi-truck 
and flat bed trailer which will pick up donated 
food the food bank receives on pallets, mostly 
from the Second Harvest Food Bank,” said Ter-
rell. The food bank currently shares a truck with 
Kenner’s Park and Recreation Department and 
Public Works Department, causing the food bank 
to sometimes miss out on donations.    

 

Food bank
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1st Lake Properties, Inc. and AAGNO Partner 
again to benefit the Metropolitan Center for 
Women and Children and Angel’s Place

1st Lake Properties, Inc. and The Apartment 
Association of Greater New Orleans have long held 
events for local non-profits during the holidays. This 
year, the two organizations have organized a toy 
drive to benefit the Metropolitan Center for Women 
and Children and Angel’s Place. The toys fulfilled 
many holiday wishes for the children of sheltered 
families or hospitalized children and their families.

“These gifts represent the generosity of our 
team members and residents at 1st Lake Properties,” 
said Stacey Shane Schott, senior vice president for 
Favrot & Shane and 1st Lake Properties, Inc. “They 
understand the hardships these families are suffer-
ing and are pleased to be able to share their bless-
ings at this time of year by donating toys and other 
items needed.”

“The work the Metropolitan Center for Women 
and Children and Angel’s Place do in our community 

is crucial. We are grateful to be able to help them 
in their tasks,” said Tammy Esponge, association di-
rector for the Apartment Association of Greater New 
Orleans.

Angel’s Place and the Metropolitan Center for 
Women and Children create awareness, housing, 
social services and secure comfort to children and 
families fighting the continuous battle of violence 
and illness. Both non-profits invite assistance from 
local companies and organizations in the form of 
monetary donations, social services, school and toy 
drives and educational input.

To learn more about the Metropolitan Center 
for Women and Children and victims of domestic 
violence and abuse, go to www.mcwcgno.org. To 
get more information on Angel’s Place and children 
stricken with terminal illness, visit www.Angelspla-
cenola.org.       

Annual Camellia show set for January
The Camellia Club of Greater New Orleans will 

hold its annual show in Kenner.
The show is set for Saturday, January 23, 2015 

at the Theodore Roosevelt Middle School located at 
3315 Main Street in Kenner. More than 100 camellia 
growers will show their finest flowers. In all, more 

than 1,000 blooms will be displayed.
There will also be experienced camellia growers 

on hand to provide tips and guidance to those who 
wish to become camellia growers.

For more information, call Nick Piazza at  
616-4378.       

Read the Kenner Star on your mobile device - 
computer, iPad, Kindle or cellphone!
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acting mayor of Kenner until the November special 
election. Sigur will then lead the council meetings 
as vice president of the council.

Sigur, elected to the Kenner District 2 council 
position in 2014, was retired from the Kenner Po-
lice Department after over 30 years of service. Im-
pastato was elected to the Kenner City Council as 
the District 5 representative, also in 2014, and is an 
attorney in private practice. Both are serving their 
first council terms.   

 

Acting Kenner Mayor
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Dominick Impastato III
Incoming Kenner Council Vice President

The 53 percent increase would raise the mayor’s 
salary from $72,500 to $111,129 and would raise the 
pay of Kenner’s police chief from $68,500 to $105,280. 
The ordinance was proposed by Kenner Councilman-
at-large Keith Conley who pointed out that the mayors 
and police chiefs of the smaller cities of Gretna and 
Harahan are paid more or close to what Kenner’s may-
or and police chief earn, but those officials have a lot 
less responsibilities.

Conley also noted that some Kenner department 
heads and city employees who report to the mayor 
earn more than the mayor and the same is true of 
some police department employees who report to the 
chief but earn more than he does. Conley said prior to 
proposing the raises for council vote he had presented 
the idea to residents at civic gatherings and received 
positive response. Conley added that there could be 
many attractive, qualified candidates who would not 
choose to leave the more lucrative private sector to vie 
for these positions. Finally, Conley said, that there had 
not been an adjustment to the pay of the mayor or po-
lice chief in eighteen years, since 1997.

Current Mayor Michael S. Yenni will not be 
affected by the pay raise as he has been elected Jef-
ferson Parish President and will be inaugurated in 
January, 2016. Current Police Chief Michael Glaser 
will benefit from the pay increase in 2018 only if he is 
re-elected as that is when the raises will go into effect, 
after the city’s next municipal elections.

After the pay raise implementation in 2018, start-
ing in 2022 the ordinance includes pay raises for the 
mayor and police chief every four years only if econom-
ic conditions have allowed city employees a raise. The 
mayor and police chief raises will cap out at 10 percent 
regardless if city civil service employees’ cumulative 

average of recent salary increases are higher than 10 
percent.

In the council vote, Kenner District 1 Council-
man Gregory Carroll and District 3 Councilman Keith 
Reynaud voted against the pay raises while Kenner 
Councilwoman-at-large Maria DeFrancesch abstained 
from voting on the pay raise ordinance.

Including the pay raise issue, the nine-member 
committee made 28 recommendations in all and none 
have come before the city council thus far.

The charter change advisory committee was 
headed by Michael Power, the interim city attorney. He 
has been an attorney for 40 years, the last 20 of which 
has been as a legal advisor to the city. The other eight 
members of the committee are all civic leaders who 
have been involved in public issues in Kenner for many 
years.

Frank Compagno, a retired pharmaceutical ex-
ecutive, said the committee was the best he has ever 
served on. “We were completely transparent,” he said. 

“All of our meetings for a year were open to the public. 
Most of our recommendations were unanimous. Mi-
chael Power did a great job of directing us.”

Compagno said another committee member, 
Deborah Villio, an attorney, summarized the salary is-
sue when she said, “At the present pay rate before the 
increases, it’s possible the only qualified people who 
will run for mayor or police chief will either be wealthy 
or will have married wealth.” Villio said that well-qual-
ified people considering the mayor’s race or the police 
chief’s race could easily earn more than $100,000 in 
the private sector.

The seven council members along with the may-
or and police chief each appointed one member to the 
committee. The other committee members included 
Tony Ligi, who served as vice-chairman, Brian Bren-
nan, James Evans, William Vanderbrook, Jerry Volk 
and Debra Yenni.   

Charter change
 from page 1

of a new records and equipment warehouse, corri-
dor redevelopment, a fire department ladder truck, 
public works and recreation equipment, exterior 
gymnasium improvements, sewer improvements, a 
new city administrative building roof and the design 

of a generator warehouse along with making feder-
ally-mandated accessibility American Disability Act 
improvements to the Pontchartrain Center.

The allocation of the funds have been ap-
proved by the council but council approval is also 
needed before actual funds can be spent on any 
individual project.    

BP money
 from page 1

construction.
Building of the mammoth new terminal will be 

handled by four construction firms –  Hunt Construc-
tion Group, Indianapolis, Indiana; Gibbs Construc-
tion, Boh Brothers and Metro Service Group. The lat-
ter three companies are local. Completion of the new 
terminal is set for October, 2018 when New Orleans 
will be celebrating the 300th anniversary of its found-
ing. The new terminal will have 30 gates with an op-
tion to add more. Ahmad said the construction cost 
of the new terminal will be $598 million but when 
design and other costs are counted the total leaps 
to $807 million. He said the construction of the new 
terminal will also fund several thousand new jobs in 
the Kenner economy.

A long-time problem at Armstrong Internation-
al has been high airline costs because the existing 
terminal is inefficient. Ahmad said with completion 
of the new terminal, airline costs will drop to $8.07 
per enplaned passenger in 2018 and will drop further 
to less than $8 by 2025. “The airlines are very pleased 
with our strategy,” said Ahmad, “and that is crucial 
to our success.”

Ahmad also said that his airport staff is 
working closely with the city of Kenner on a new 
four-lane divided airport access roadway. The city 
is overseeing the design of the roadway with con-
struction to be done by the Louisiana Department 
of Transportation and Development to ensure 
easy access to the new terminal. The airport is 
also working with the city and other stakeholders 
to have fly-over ramp access from I-10 that will be 
another four lanes for passenger access.“We are 
getting excellent cooperation from the city. We 
are all on the same team,” said Ahmad.

Ahmad said that in addition to the celebration 
surrounding the new terminal, the airport also set 
several new records in 2015 and he said he will soon 
be announcing that Armstrong International served 
some approximately 10.5 million passengers in 2015, 
an all-time record for the airport which dates back to 
its founding in 1947. And, said Ahmad, the airport in 
2015 was served by 14 airlines, another record. “We 
now have non-stop service to 50 U.S. cities,” said Ah-
mad. “That is another record.”

Ahmad said he is looking forward to working 
with state and local officials to facilitate rail access 
to the airport and beyond. “With a rail connection we 
can serve even more passengers,” said Ahmad.    

Terminal
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expect to donate at least 20 sculptures designed to 
be used with Kenner’s 2030 corridor beautification 
plan. Ella makes the ninth donation thus far.

Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni said city offi-
cials have already heard positive feedback about the 

proposed 2030 corridor improvements and beautifi-
cation from business owners and developers.

“The goal is a city that residents are proud to 
show off to visitors, as well as a city that is safe and 
clean and vibrant – a perfect destination for young 
families and businesses,” Yenni said.    

Ella the elephant
 from page 1

Important weather-related updates
Immediately posted on city’s website

 www.kenner.la.us
 and on Kenner’s Facebook page

 https://www.facebook.com/officialcityofkennergovernment
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