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Two new sculptures grace Kenner’s Power Boulevard cooridor
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In May, two new sculptures were installed 
in Kenner on the Power Boulevard median 
between 37th and 39th streets, increasing to 
15 the number of pieces of public art that are 
sitting on high-profile medians throughout the 
city. All the sculptures, including the latest two, 
were donated by Kenner residents Henry and 

Pat Shane, in conjunction with the 2030 Plan to 
beautify and improve major corridors through-
out Kenner.

“Pat and I had promised a donation of 20 
sculptures to the city of Kenner,” said Henry 
Shane, an architect and developer. “We are cur-
rently considering the possibility that we will 

raise the number of our donated sculptures to 
25 rather than the 20 that we previously prom-
ised.”

Presently, the couple has three more sculp-
tures under contract. The Shanes work with 
each individual artist from the inception of an 
idea and continue monitoring throughout the 
whole creative process which can take six to 
nine months to come to fruition.

Shane said he and his wife believe it would 
take “more like 100 pieces of art work” to make 
a truly significant impact throughout the city. 

“We would be happy to assist any corporation,  

“Winking Cardinal 2016” by Jeffie Brewer
“Consolations- Lessons Learned” 

by Wayne Amedee

Kenner residents Henry and Pat Shane  
have donated 15 sculptures to the city of 
Kenner’s landscape with plans for more.

Kenner gets ready for 
2016 hurricane season
By Allan Katz

The city of Kenner, along with Jefferson 
Parish, is upgrading its facilities and equipment 
in preparation for the 2016 hurricane season.

It has been 11 years since Hurricane Ka-
trina inflicted devastating damage to Kenner 
homes, businesses, schools, churches and gov-
ernment buildings. While hoping that Kenner 
and Jefferson Parish will enjoy another year 
without a major storm, city officials are prepar-
ing as though this might be the year for another 
devastating hurricane.

Much of the planning regarding hurricane 
preparedness takes place in Kenner’s Emergen-
cy Management Department. There was a time 
when Kenner had no unified emergency plan 
and no single agency to coordinate local activi-
ties, relying solely on Jefferson Parish. But, on 
further analysis, it was decided that the com-
plex needs of Kenner in emergency situations 
required that the city have its own emergency 
management function available 24/7 which 
would coordinate with the parish emergency 
management department. Kenner’s emergency 
management director is Doug Dodt, who is also 
a member of the Jefferson Parish Emergency 
Management Advisory Committee.

As part of the effort to upgrade Kenner’s 
resources in the event of an emergency, the city 
has used a federal grant to obtain 15 Dell laptop 
computers, valued at $16,000. The computers 
will be located in the city’s emergency opera-
tions center to help monitor and organize Ken-
ner’s response to an emergency situation, such 
as an impending hurricane and will also be  
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Kenner Emergency 
Management 

Department hosts 
seventh annual 

regional response 
partners’ hurricane 

preparedness meeting
see page 10 for details

City’s budget increases due to expected modest 
growth in revenues

For fiscal year 2015-2016, Kenner’s operating 
budget was $60.4 million with a $3.5 million capital 
budget. Acting Kenner Mayor Michael Sigur has 
proposed a slightly higher $61 million operating 
budget along with an increased $4.2 million capital 
budget for upcoming fiscal year 2016-2017.

The city relies on sales taxes as its major 
source of revenue and sales taxes have increased 
by about four percent this year after a decade of 
sales tax revenues being stagnant. Sigur said that 

helps to account for the increase in the capital bud-
get, along with the $800,000 received from fees due 
to the beginning of construction on the new North 
Terminal project at Louis Armstrong New Orleans 
International Airport. That has made it possible for 
Kenner to take $500,000 from the fund balance and 
move it over to capital projects. Negotiations by city 
administrators with the city’s health insurance car-
rier limited the increase for 2016-2017 to 7.9 percent, 
with increases also coming in pension contributions 
for city employees and police.

After 28 years of service to the city,  
Kenner’s Finance Director Duke McConnell 

will retire June 30 after working on the  
city’s 2016-2017 fiscal budget. page 23

Businesses need to replace 
evacuation re-entry placards

Jefferson Parish business owners need to review their re-entry placard 
inventory to ensure that their business staff has the placards necessary to 
return as quickly as possible to Jefferson Parish following any evacuation 
that may occur during the 2016 hurricane season. There is no cost to regis-
ter for the program.

All placards and/or renewal stickers issued prior to January 2016 are 
no longer valid and will have to be replaced with new placards having Jef-
ferson Parish President Michael S. Yenni’s name on them.

Businesses will need to go to the Jefferson Parish Re-Entry Program 
site at http://placards.jumpstartjefferson.com/ and select one of the two 
options. Businesses that have a valid account updated or created in 2011 or 
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New members of Kenner Mayor’s 
Youth Advisory Council announced

The application period for the 2016-
2017 Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council has 
ended and ten new members from six dif-
ferent high schools were named on May 19, 
2016, said Kenner Deputy Chief Administrative Officer Maria Leon.

The new members include Christian Gonzalez, 17, Jesuit; Ahjah Yunusah, 14, 
St. Mary’s Dominican; Dylan Blady, 15, Jesuit; Armando Fuentes, 17, Archbishop 
Rummel; Abhishek Jani, 16, Isidore Newman; Olivia Edwards, 17, St. Mary’s Do-
minican; Kennedy Andara, 16, Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies; Rileigh Levy, 
15, Mt. Carmel Academy; Ghage Fuoco, 17, Louisiana Virtual Charter Academy and 
Kevin Kim, 14, Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies.
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LaseR ROCK   8:00 PM    JULY 8, 15, 22, 29 

Get a heavy dose of ROCK in this fast paced and hard hitting laser light show.  Through 
dazzling displays of color and artful animations, selections from Foo Fighters, Rush, Red 
Hot Chili Peppers and more come to life!  Songs include The Pretender, Renegades of Funk, 
YYZ, Snow and Communications of Breakdown among many others. 

Running Time: 43 minutes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JULY 15      LASER 
9:00 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Laser Metallica is the ultimate heavy metal laser 
light show.  Featuring tracks from the band’s Master 
of Puppets and Black albums, Laser Metallica packs 
a hard hitting punch!  Songs include:  For Whom the 
Bell Tolls, Fuel, One, Nothing Else Matters, and 
Enter Sandman among many others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Running Time:  52 minutes 
 

 

 

         Pink Floyd’s 
 

JULY 22  DARK SIDE OF  
9:00 PM        THE MOON 
 

Experience the album that defined the sound of 
British rock band Pink Floyd.  Released in 1973, 
Dark Side of the Moon explores the gamut of life 
experiences from birth to death.  This laser show 
brings these intense themes to life through 
stunning color and imagery.  Among the many 
tracks featured are Money, Us and Them, Time, and 
Brain Damage/Eclipse.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Running Time:  50 minutes 

JULY 8 LASER ZEPPELIN 
9:00 PM 
 
 
 
 

Featuring some of the most popular Led Zeppelin 
songs ever released, Laser Zeppelin will satisfy 
even the most die-hard of fans!  The playlist 
includes: Song Remains the Same, Immigrant Song, 
Whole Lotta Love, and Stairway to Heaven among 
many others. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Running Time:  50 minutes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
     

JULY 29           Pink Floyd’s 
9:00 PM            The Wall 
 

Stunning imagery and mind bending symbolism 
mark Pink Floyd’s groundbreaking 1979 album.  
Featured in this remarkable laser light show are 
all of the album’s 15 tracks.  Among them are:  In 
the Flesh, Goodbye Blue Sky, Comfortably Numb, 
and Another Brick in the Wall.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Running Time:  52 minutes 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The Kenner Planetarium and Megadome Cinema is located at 2020 Fourth Street in Kenner’s Rivertown. 
 
 

For more information, call 504-468-7231 or visit www.kenner.la.us 
 
 
 

Box Office opens at 7:00 PM for all late night shows.  No advance ticket sales available. 
 
 
 
 

TICKETS ARE $5 PER PERSON PER SHOW! 

 

 

 

 
   
 

          NEW 
SHOW! 

 

 

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes  
How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten, 
or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our solar 
system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back to look 
at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

Flying Monsters 
Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. H Running time: 40  minutes  
National Geographic Entertainment’s Flying Monsters sets out to 
uncover the truth about the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a 
wingspan of approximately 40 feet and equal to that of a modern-
day jet plane. Flying Monsters features one of the greatest mysteries 
in paleontology: how and why did pterosaurs fly? How did creatures 
the size of giraffes defy gravity and soar through prehistoric skies? 

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

AND

one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 27 minutes  
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big 
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to 
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even 
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Presented by:

Big Bird’s  
Adventure

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  H   Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show  H  Children/Seniors, $5 per show   H  Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us        show schedule subject to change

                  Saturdays – 1 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes
Experience the music and rhythm that is Guitar Hero in this dynamic and dazzling laser show!   
Song selections from the popular game are brought to life through the animations and colors of  

laser light.  You’ll rock to such hits as Schools Out by Alice Cooper, The Hand that Feeds by  
Nine Inch Nails, Them Bones  by Alice in Chains, and  When You Were Young by The Killers. 

      LASER GUITAR HERO

MegadomeAd_0616.indd   1 5/28/16   9:15 PM

   

FREE PARKING AND ADMISSION
400 block of Williams across from Exhibition Hall

OPEN EVERY SATURDAY FROM 8AM – 1PM 

Fresh fruits, vegetables & dairy for sale grown locally!
 Homemade jams and jellies!

Cooking demos, gardening tips & more!

To become a vendor  
or for more information call Nancy Ladner,  

Parks & Recreation 504-468-7211
visit www.kenner.la.us www.Facebook.com/RivertownFarmersMarket 

Farmers Market_0416.indd   1 3/21/16   5:56 PM

Free 
outdoor 

Movie
Muss Bertolino Stadium

620 West Esplanade ave.

CityofKennerFP_0616.indd   1 5/28/16   9:15 PM
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Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy

467-5900
671 W. Esplanade

943-5777
7030 Canal Boulevard

889-2663
4921 Airline Drive

www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Orthopedic
Center for

Sports
Medicine

THOMAS R.
LYONS MD

RUSSELL R.
RUSSO MD

CHARLES P.
MURPHY MD

WILLIAM F.
SHERMAN JR. MD

LUIS M.
ESPINOZA MD

Orthopedic Center_1015.indd   1 9/25/15   9:08 PM

800.223.2060  |  GULFBANK.COM

Home 
Equity 
Line
of Credit

We’ll pay 
closing 
costs over 
$299!*

*Gulf Coast Bank will pay closing cost in excess of $299.00 for home equity lines of credit of $250,000 or less secured by primary residence (1–4 
family owner occupied). Closing costs will include property evaluations, title research cost, recordation fees (excluding New Orleans Documentary 
tax), tax service fee, credit bureau fee and flood certification fee. Unless otherwise stated all other costs including but not limited to Title curative 
work, Power of Attorney documentation, attorney fees, title insurance and cancellations of existing mortgages will be the responsibility of the 
Borrower. If you close your line within 36 months from the opening date, any third party closing costs paid by Gulf Coast Bank will be charged 
back to your line. Normal closing costs typically range from $0 to $9,500 depending on the circumstances of your line of credit. No origination fee. 
There is a $50.00 annual fee. Lines of credit are subject to satisfactory appraisal, title search and proof of ownership. Property insurance required. 

 The Home Equity Line of Credit is a variable rate plan based on the Wall Street Journal prime (the “Index”) plus a margin ranging between 0.50% 
and 3.50%. Variable annual percentage rate (APR) can be as low as 4.00%  and is based on the index value as of 3/30/2016 and is only available 
for borrowers with a credit score of 750 or higher. The annual percentage rate (APR) is based on your credit worthiness and other credit criteria. 
The annual percentage rate will vary but will not exceed the maximum possible APR of 18%.

 Please see a Gulf Coast Bank banker today for additional details. Normal credit qualifications and other terms and conditions apply. Program terms 
and conditions are subject to change without notice.

GCB_HELOC_kennerad7923.indd   1 4/26/16   11:10 AM

20.99Bud
Coors Lite
Bud Lite
Miller Lite

24 PACK 12 OZ.

SUITCASE

5.99

CAJUNLAND

20 Pack

18.
49

Long Neck Bottles
bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

TOP OFF YOUR TANK

PROPANE
SOLD BY THE GALLON

We’re your BOILING 
headquarters!

Potatoes, Corn, Garlic

Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm  •  Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
      469-3503 • www.theicehousekenner.com

vacation special
IceHouse_0616.indd   1 5/28/16   9:43 PM



JUNE 2016    KENNER STR4

Your road to knee pain recovery 
starts at Ochsner. The high quality 
joint replacement program by 
Ochsner Orthopedics is rated as one 
of the best in the nation and is 
available close to home in Kenner.

MORE OPTIONS
Convenient locations available  
in Kenner with same-day and 
next-day appointments available. 

ADVANCED CARE
Our expert Orthopedic team 
offers a range of treatment 
options, providing better  
results and quicker recovery 
with less pain.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

504.464.8000

200 W. Esplanade Ave. 
Kenner, LA 70065

©2015 Ochsner Health System

Relieve your knee 
pain and get back to 
the things you

lOve.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm

Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for  To Go Orders!

Burger Specials 
(Chateau Blvd. location only)

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger 

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger 
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger 
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss Burger
All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

ChateauCafe_1113.indd   1 10/25/13   9:18 PM

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with gusto 
by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are welcomed 
and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions and step by 
step photos visit foodieforone.com.

PIMENTO CHEESE    

By foodieforone.com

This Southern girl’s favorite is a pimento cheese  
tea sandwich.
I prepared the spread about midday and placed it in the fridge to meld and chill.  
I used foodieforone’s poppy seed challah buns for the bread and to make crostinis with. 
Our dinner was superb. What a classic Southern dish!
I grew up with mom and her garden club lady friends preparing pimento cheese 
spread. Sweet memories for me.
And really, who doesn’t love a pimento cheese ball coated in salty, chopped nuts.

INGREDIENTS
1/2 block softened cream cheese; 1 3/4 cups grated Irish white cheddar; 3 tablespoons 
chopped pimentos; 1 tablespoon finely chopped shallots, using only the white part 
near the end of each stalk; 1/4 teaspoon kosher salt; 1/4 teaspoon cracked pepper; 1/4 
cup mayonnaise
Place cream cheese in stand mixer and blend until soft and creamy. Add other 
ingredients and mix softly until combined. Place in a serving dish or cheese crock with 
wheat crackers, crostini or bread. Perfect appetizer, like when you visit the famous Jack 
Allen’s in Austin! Yum!
My challah buns were perfect as stand in for the sandwich bread and they also made 
perfect crostini.
We hope you enjoy!

Recipe CornerRecipe Corner

Recipe Corner_0616.indd   1 5/28/16   9:51 PM
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Louisiana film tax credits worth the investment 
 By Jeff Crouere

If I ever get around 
to writing a book about 

my 50 years of experiences in south Louisiana journal-
ism, there will be a chapter titled, “The Lessons of Hur-
ricane Katrina.”

Katrina was a great teacher. The first thing she 
did for us was to shatter our complacency. For 40 years, 
since Hurricane Betsy in 1965, the metro New Orleans 
region had dodged every bullet. There were close calls 
as hurricanes side-swiped us on their way to other plac-
es. But, we seemed to lead a charmed existence. Until 
the last moment, many thought that Katrina, like the 
storms preceding her, would veer to the left or the right 
at the last moment. This time, there was no such luck.

Actually, we thought we were ready. But, Katrina 
exposed all of our illusions. Many of the levees we 
thought would protect us fell apart under Katrina’s 
pounding. The communications systems that we 
thought would continue to function even under storm  

 
 
conditions went off the air. The area’s drainage 
systems were overwhelmed. Many public agencies 
found they didn’t have the right equipment to cope 
with a storm of Katrina’s power. The lines of vehi-
cles evacuating the region barely seemed to move 
as the rain fell and the winds howled. As a region 

– including Kenner – we just didn’t realize how long 
term the consequences would be. Eleven years have 
passed since Katrina came our way but few if any of 
us will forget her or the chaos she brought with her.

So what did Katrina teach us? “The most impor-
tant lesson of Katrina is that hurricane preparedness 
is a 12 months a year deal,” says Doug Dodt, Kenner’s 
Emergency Management Department Director. In the 
wake of Katrina, Kenner officials realized that Kenner 
needed its own emergency management office. Prior 
to this, Kenner functioned under the Jefferson Parish 
Emergency Management system but Katrina made it 
clear the city needed its own EM staff that would coor-
dinate with the parish EM.

To show how far the city and parish have come, 

Dodt recently convened the seventh annual “Regional 
Response Partners’ Hurricane Season Preparedness” 
meeting at Kenner’s Police Department headquarters. 
More than 70 parish and city officials, along with pub-
lic and private management heads and owners, came 
together to talk about and plan for hurricane prepared-
ness. Among those taking leading roles at the meet-
ing were Jefferson Parish President Michael S. Yenni 
(former Kenner mayor), current Acting Kenner Mayor 
Michael Sigur, police officials, Kenner City Council 
members, state and federal officials. “It’s all about 
planning and working together,” says Dodt, a 37-year 
veteran police officer. Dodt is currently a captain in the 
KPD reserves.

Dodt says one of the crucial lessons taught by 
Katrina is the importance of cooperation and com-
munication. Parish President Yenni agrees. “When we 
come together to talk about hurricane preparedness, 
everybody wants to be on the same page, collaborating 
and communicating,” says the former mayor. “Eleven 
years may have passed but everyone in the room still 
remembers the chaos of Katrina. No one wants to go 
through that again.”

Dodt has also proven to be adept at locating grant 
funding opportunities and obtaining federal funds to 
get additional equipment that will prove to be crucial 
if – and when – a storm forms in the Gulf of Mexico. Re-
cently using federal grants he has obtained 15 laptop 
computers and seven high-class Motorola hand-held 
phones that will continue to work no matter how aw-
ful the conditions. The city now has a “safe house” to 
protect those government employees that are needed 
to stay in order to protect us.

Of course, even the best hurricane preparedness 
program can’t steer a hurricane to Florida or Texas, 
can’t reduce the speed of the hurricane winds or stop 
the storm surge that may be coming right at Kenner. 
But hurricane preparedness can save lives, reduce 
flooding and speed the city’s post-hurricane recovery 
and reduce the damage inflicted by a big storm. As Dodt 
says, “We are working 12 months a year on hurricane 
preparedness. Everyone is on the same page. We will be 
as ready as we can be in the 2016 hurricane season.”   

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bell-
south.net.

The lessons taught by Hurricane Katrina: Number one – hurricane preparedness 
is a 12 months a year project
By Allan Katz

Political

With the state’s 
significant fiscal prob-
lems, some legislators 
are looking to elimi-
nate the state’s film tax 

credits. This would be a huge mistake for the state; 
however, it seems some legislators are unaware of the 
benefits of the program that started in 2002. Since 
that time, thousands of film, TV and video productions 
have been made in Louisiana, giving our state world-
wide exposure worth hundreds of millions of dollars.

At a recent meeting of the Senate Revenue and 
Fiscal Affairs Committee, there was much confusion 
and ignorance of the true benefits of the program. Ac-
cording to state Senator Jay Luneau (D-Alexandria), 

“We’re broke. We don’t have the money to fund this.”
In reality, the program has been a tremendous 

success. Officials from the Louisiana Economic Devel-
opment organization estimate that at the parish and 
municipal level the tax incentive program provides a 
return of $4.5 for every dollar invested. Where else can 
we see this type of return for our tax dollars?

The program provides tangible incentives for 
producers to make films in Louisiana by offering them 
up to a 30 percent tax credit. In addition, Robert Vos-
bein, president of the Louisiana Film and Entertain-
ment Association, notes that for every industry job 
produced by the tax credits, there are two other jobs 
created through indirect spending.

At the committee meeting, senators also heard 
from business owners who supported the tax credits, 
such as Gabriel Markel, a New Orleans lumber yard 
owner. He said, “It takes us from surviving to being 
profitable. It’s 25 percent of our business. It’s a big 
deal.”

Of course, the tax credits are a big deal to thou-
sands of people in Louisiana who are employed in the 
industry or who benefit from the many productions 
that come to the state. Unfortunately, the legislative 

threats of ending the program will only hurt the Loui-
siana industry more.

In fact, last year’s decision to cap the tax credit 
program at $180 million per fiscal year encouraged 
many productions to leave the state. In the last year, 
the creators of the short film “Keep Film in Louisi-
ana” say that there has been a 70 percent decline in 
business for the state. They hope that their film will 
increase awareness of the many benefits that are still 
available through the tax credit program.

Instead of threatening to end the program, 
legislators should at the very least maintain the cur-
rent benefits or even strengthen the incentives with 
an emphasis on boosting the credits for Louisiana 
residents. The legislature cannot tamper with the tax 
credits during this regular session, but may address it 
in a potential special session in June.

Along with the $180 million cap, the bill passed 
last year, ACT 134, made local productions even more 
attractive. It not only retained the 30 percent tax cred-
it for all production-related expenses, but it boosted 
tax credits to as much as 55 percent for all production 
companies based in Louisiana. To qualify, companies 
need to be Louisiana owned or employ at least three 
Louisiana residents and own the property for at least 
one year before starting production.

One local company, Epic Shepherd, is already 
taking advantage of ACT 134 by raising capital from 
both out of state sources and local banks. This new 
company is now on the verge of producing both films 
and TV shows. As a local producer, all of the money 
earned from theaters, DVD sales, and video on de-
mand will flow back to the state. The owners will then 
be in a position to invest those dollars in real estate 
purchases, hire more local employees, pay additional 
local and state taxes, etc.

Now would be the worst possible time to tamper 
with ACT 134, just as local producers are getting ready 
to take advantage of the bill’s benefits. The state is on 

the verge of growing a true local industry, with Louisi-
ana-based owners. However, the film industry is very 
competitive as 42 other states offer attractive benefits 
and many of them have successfully enticed produc-
tions away from Louisiana.

To compete with all of these other states, the 
current incentive program needs to be publicized 
more effectively and enhanced, not diminished. At 
the very least, it must be maintained to keep our com-
mitment to the companies already doing business in 
the state or planning to make major investments.

The goal should be to create a local industry 
with local ownership. Louisiana is facing a downturn 
in the oil and gas industry, so it is important for the 
state to explore opportunities to grow other areas of 
our economy, such as the film industry.

Over the past decade, film crews and infrastruc-
ture have been developed in Louisiana. Not only have 
studios been built, but local universities have added 
programs in film production to their curriculum.

At this point, it is vital take the next step and 
encourage more local industry ownership. The state 
has an attractive incentive program that allows for 
such growth. Legislators would be wise to recognize 
this value and not destroy a tax credit program that 
has been working well for 14 years.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his 
Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside Poli-
tics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. 
Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, Chan-
nel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays 
on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and 
the north shore. Crouere is a political analyst for 
WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.
ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at jeff@ring-
sidepolitics.com.
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While Kenner 
continues to deal with 
increasing costs to 
provide services to our 
residents, the budget 

for the 2016-2017 fiscal year includes an additional 
$700,000 in capital projects, compared to last year’s 
budget, while managing to enlarge our fund balance.

The budget is standstill in many ways – a $61 mil-
lion operating budget compared to the current year’s 
operating budget of $60.4 million. Council members 
seemed receptive to the budget during budget hear-
ings last month.

Despite continued increases in the costs  
for health insurance and pension benefits for our  
employees, I am very proud that we are forecast to end 
the new fiscal year next June with a fund balance of 
$6.7 million

Our goal has always been to maintain a 10 per-
cent fund balance – considered by financial experts 
to be the industry standard among local governments 
– and we have been successful in doing that. But by 
the end of June 2017, the fund balance is expected to 
be at 11 percent.

We have been able to increase the fund balance 
while also increasing our capital project budget, all  
because sales tax revenue has held steady at about 
 

 
 
 
four percent above last year’s collections. That along 
with permit revenue from the North Terminal project 
at the airport has allowed us to include more impor-
tant infrastructure improvements over the next year.

Some of the planned capital projects include 
roof repairs to the Rivertown Theaters, a contribution 
to help purchase a fire department ladder truck and 
rescue equipment, a 226-ton Crane Wastewater truck 
and a 16-passenger van for the Council on Aging.

In addition, we continue to leverage the money 
in our capital projects account with projects that 
qualify for matching money from the state and federal 
government. That will allow us to put a new roof on 
the Susan Park gym, resurface Chateau Boulevard 
from West Esplanade Avenue to Vintage Drive and  
 

build crossing and U-turn lanes to the West Esplanade 
Canal, in conjunction with Jefferson Parish, near the  
Market Place Shopping Center.

I also would like to commend Duke McCon-
nell, Kenner’s Finance Director, for the work he and 
his department have done this year and – in Duke’s 
case - for the past 28 years to constantly stay on top 
of Kenner’s finances and to let officials know when a 
potential problem should be addressed.

Duke will retire on June 30 of this year and his 
knowledge of Kenner’s finances and expertise will be 
missed. We are lucky that Jean Caillouet, currently 
Kenner’s Assistant Finance Director, has agreed to 
lead the department after Duke’s retirement.  

Acting Kenner Mayor Michael Sigur can be 
reached at 468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@
kenner.la.us.

City’s 2016-2017 budget includes some capital projects
By Michael Sigur – Acting Kenner Mayor

Government

Over the past 
six years, Kenner’s 
city administration 
has invested a lot of 
time and energy in 
improving the mu-

nicipality’s emergency preparedness and response 
capabilities. Planning, collaboration and development 
of professional relationships at the municipal, parish, 
state and federal levels ensures our continued suc-
cess in securing grant funding that provide for worth-
while hazard mitigation and emergency response  
 

 
projects in Kenner.  Here are some examples of our 
progress:

Wind retrofit at EOC
Beginning in 2013, Kenner officials began work-

ing with the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security 
and Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP) to improve 
storm protection at Kenner’s critical facilities. After a 
lengthy application process, in October 2014, the city 
was awarded a grant of $371,274 to wind retrofit and 
provide other protective measures at Kenner City Hall 
Annex ‘D’, located at 1610 Reverend Richard Wilson  
Drive. The complex houses Kenner’s Public Works and 
 

 
Planning departments as well as the Kenner’s Emer-
gency Operations Center (EOC). The city previously 
installed roll down shutters on a portion of the build-
ing using budgeted funds and this grant permitted 
completion of the shutter project at a significant cost 
savings to the city.

The EOC is utilized during hurricanes and severe 
weather events, like the February 23, 2016, tornado out-
break. The EOC is also capable of being activated on a 
moment’s notice to support Kenner’s Police, Fire and 
Public Works Departments to address any crisis, such as 
major crashes, hazardous materials, maritime, school or 
rail incidents. The EOC is also used to coordinate munic-
ipal services during planned events, including festivals 
and parades, as well as training for our first responders. 
Hardening the facility ensures that our incident man-
agement team, policemen, firemen, public works and 
recreation personnel all have a safe location from which 
to direct emergency response, recovery operations and 
shelter during severe conditions.

The shutter installation portion of the project was 
completed by June 2015, in time for the beginning of 
that year’s hurricane season. Additional storm enhance-
ments, including enclosures to open stairwells, will con-
tinue at the facility through 2016. The Hazard Mitigation 
Grant Program (HMGP) award was approved by FEMA. 
The city is eligible for $278,456 in federal funds (75 per-
cent) with a local match of $92,818 (25 percent).

Laptops
In February, 2016, the city of Kenner acquired 

15 Dell laptop computers through the State Homeland 
Security Program (SHSP) which is administered by the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security. The equipment, 
valued at approximately $16,000, will be used in the EOC 
and can be deployed to the field when needed. This new 
equipment will permit city administrators, directors and 
staff to better monitor and organize Kenner’s response 
to emergency conditions and evacuations. The comput-
ers will allow our incident management team to commu-
nicate more effectively, track personnel and resources 
and maintain accurate records needed for FEMA reim-
bursement. In addition, the computers can be used for 
training Kenner’s Incident Management Team. Working 
with GOHSEP and Jefferson Parish Emergency Manage-
ment, Kenner secured the laptops at no cost to the city.

Communications
During an emergency or major event, reliable and 

interoperable communications is vital. In early 2016, the 
city of Kenner also acquired seven Motorola Apex 4000 
hand-held radios and two IMPRES multi-unit charg-
ing stations. The equipment, valued at approximately 
$13,000, will serve as a radio cache to be used during 

emergencies or events requiring activation of the EOC. 
This equipment builds on the city’s already robust com-
munications capability and these additional radios and 
charging stations allow us to expand communications 
to additional field units if needed. Emergency Manage-
ment Performance Grant (EMPG) funds acquired with 
the assistance of Jefferson Parish Emergency Manage-
ment were used for this project. The radios were ob-
tained at no cost to the city.

The radios utilize the 800 MHz Louisiana Wire-
less Information Network (LWIN), providing multiple 
talk groups that serve the needs of agencies supporting 
emergency response functions regionally and across 
Louisiana. LWIN is the largest statewide radio system 
in the country. It provides daily voice communications 
to more than 80,000 local, state, federal and nongovern-
mental users, with over 70 percent at the local govern-
ment level. During a disaster, our radio system will allow 
Kenner officials to have instantaneous push-to-talk ca-
pabilities with officials anywhere in the state. You can 
read more about LWIN at: http://gohsep.la.gov/ABOUT/
UNIFIED-COMMAND-GROUP/Interoperability-Sub-
committee/LWIN.

Hardening of other city facilities
Going forward in 2016, you will see more city facili-

ties outfitted with storm shutters. Kenner’s Emergency 
Management, Public Works, Planning and Police De-
partments are working together on projects to secure 
additional FEMA grant funding to provide wind retrofit-
ting on all three buildings at Kenner’s City Hall Complex 
located at 1801 Williams Boulevard as well as the Ken-
ner Police Department Headquarters Complex located 
at 500 Veterans Boulevard.

Seeking out additional grant funding opportunities
Aside from working directly with FEMA and 

GOHSEP on hazard and flood mitigation projects, Ken-
ner is represented on the Jefferson Parish Emergency 
Management Advisory Committee (PEMAC)/Homeland 
Security Committee. This entity works year round to 
identify parish and municipal homeland security and 
emergency preparedness needs. The committee pri-
oritizes projects and researches grants to secure funding 
for equipment and training. Our city officials continue to 
work closely with all our governmental partners – parish, 
state and federal – to identify any available grant fund-
ing opportunities to support Kenner’s needs.

For more information, check out Kenner’s Emer-
gency Preparedness webpage at www.kenner.la.us/
pages/section_6_77.asp..  

Doug Dodt is the director of Kenner’s Emer-
gency Management Department. For more infor-
mation call 471-2100 or email oem@kenner.la.us. 

Multiple grant funded projects improve Kenner’s emergency preparedness
By Doug Dodt – Kenner’s Emergency Management Department Director
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Police

During summer 
vacation, there is less 
structure to your chil-

dren’s days and more opportunity to find themselves 
in unsafe situations. Summertime can be safe and fun 
if children understand the rules that can keep them 
from harm’s way.

Please don’t assume your child knows all these 
simple rules. It takes one forgetful moment for a trage-
dy to occur. Please review these tips with your children 
now and over the summer.

The best way to keep a child safe is for parents 
to be observant and good listeners. Get to know their 
friends, learn about their activities and spend time 
talking with them every day. Working together, we can 
keep children safe.

Teach your kids the “check first” rule. Before 
going anywhere, they need to check with you or the 
person in charge.

Explain to your children that they must never 
go to movies, malls, public restrooms or parks alone.

Ask your kids to be careful where they play 
and to stay away from pools, canals and lakes un-
less they are with a trusted adult.

Remind your kids not to play on busy streets or 

in deserted areas.
If your child is home alone, he or she must al-

ways keep the door locked. Never tell anyone who 
calls that they are home alone. Leave emergency 
numbers with instructions to dial 9-1-1 in case of an 
emergency.

Teach your kids not to get into the car with 
anyone but you and trusted friends.

No matter the length of your journey, please 
buckle up everyone in your car at all times.

All bicycle riders should wear helmets and ride 
with traffic on the right side of the road.

If you own a gun, keep it out of sight and reach 
of children. Always keep it unloaded. Teach your 
kids the four basic rules of gun safety education: 
stop; don’t touch; leave the area; tell an adult.   

Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by 
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police 
Department website at www.kennerpd.com. You can 
also download the free Kenner Police Department mo-
bile app for both Apple and Android devices as well as 
access the Kenner Police Department Facebook and 
Twitter pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and 
other law enforcement-related information.

Have a fun summer by keeping 
safe!
By Michael Glaser –  Kenner Police Chief

Class # 33 of the Kenner Citizens’ Police Acad-
emy will begin on Tuesday, August 9, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Kenner Police Complex located at 500 Veterans 
Boulevard. Kenner Police Chief Michael J. Glaser and 
the Kenner Police Department are encouraging citi-
zens to participate in this unique opportunity to learn 
more about police operations.

Students attend free classes one night per week 
for 13 weeks; receiving instruction from trained police 
officers who are certified in their fields. The academy 
provides detailed coverage about how the police de-
partment works in the areas of patrol division func-
tions, crime prevention, criminal investigations, 
computer forensics, K-9 unit, crime scene procedures, 
criminal and domestic violence laws, narcotics inves-
tigations, traffic enforcement, physical fitness, use 
of police force and self-defense, gang awareness and 
S.W.A.T. Students receive a tour of police headquar-
ters and the jail and participate in a ride along with 

a police officer. Upon completion of the program, a 
graduation ceremony is held for students.

Graduates of the program receive the oppor-
tunity to join the Kenner Citizens’ Academy Alumni 
Association (KCPAAA), through which they can lead 
the community in improving safety and promoting 
support for the Kenner Police Department. Alumni 
members can also volunteer their assistance at vari-
ous department events.

Graduates may also apply for entry into the KPD 
Community Police Corps. This great program gives 
members the opportunity to volunteer and assist the 
KPD in its mission.

For more information and to fill out an applica-
tion, visit the Kenner Police Department website at 
www.kennerpd.com. Please contact the KPD Commu-
nity Relations Division at 712-2294, 712-2395 or email 
nguggenheim@kennerpd.com with any additional 
questions.  

KPD’s KCPA class #34 beginning in August
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Government

Jefferson Parish leadership will now have a 
focused social media presence with its interactive 
Facebook page. The parish will post all parish-relat-
ed events, announcements and information on the 
official page which can be located at www.facebook.
com/JeffersonParishGov. Residents, employees, 
government agencies and anyone interested in Jef-
ferson Parish are encouraged to “Like” the page and 
interact as well as spread the word by sharing the 
page with their Facebook friends.

As the page will be moderated under the direc-
tion of the Jefferson Parish Public Information Of-
fice any posts that are racial, ethnic, sexual, religious 
and physical disability slurs are not tolerated. Jeffer-

son Parish reserves the right to edit or amend any 
misleading or inaccurate content depicted in blog 
posts. The parish also reserves the right to delete 
blog posts violating the rules set forth by the Social 
Media Policy.

Jefferson Parish encourages you to also in-
teract with its official twitter page twitter.com/
jeffparishgov. Parish information such as depart-
ments, contact information, and press releases may 
be viewed on the official Jefferson Parish webpage, 
www.jeffparish.net. While on the go, the Jefferson 
Parish mobile app is also a helpful tool for those who 
need fast access to information. Search “Jefferson 
Parish” in the mobile app store.  

Jefferson Parish announces new official 
Facebook Page for social media
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Government

In an unprecedented move, on May 26, 2016, 
the board of commissioners of the Port of New Or-
leans unanimously approved a resolution to “invite 
more collaboration between the parish of Jefferson 
and the Port of New Orleans” and to recognize Jef-
ferson Parish as “a logical opportunity for growth and 
partnership capabilities.”

William T. Bergeron, chairman of the port’s 
board of commissioners, called for Jefferson Parish 
Parish President Michael S. Yenni to “appoint the 
Jefferson Parish/Port of New Orleans Task Force 
comprised of no more than seven members with the 
majority to be professionals who are well-versed in 
maritime trade and services.” The Port of New Or-

leans commissioners and administration will meet 
with the Jefferson Parish task force on a quarterly 
basis to accelerate development and growth and re-
view all potential opportunities.

Yenni, through legislation drafted by state Rep-
resentative Julie Stokes (R – Kenner), made known 
his dissatisfaction with the port’s neglect of Jefferson 
Parish. HB 698 by Stokes would have given the Port 
of South Louisiana co-jurisdictional authority over 
Jefferson Parish, a measure supported strongly by 
Yenni. The action led to discussions between the Port 
of New Orleans commissioners, administrators and 
Yenni. Those talks resulted in the call for a Jefferson 
Parish-only task force to focus the port on possibili-

ties in Jefferson Parish.
President Yenni added, “The port is land-locked 

for the most part in Orleans. Jefferson Parish makes 
the most logical sense for expansion. Rather than 
expropriating land in Orleans, the port can widen 
its reach and act as a regional port. Representative 
Stokes should be commended for playing an integral 
role in bringing all sides to the table. Her legislative 
measure proved our commitment to strengthen our 
parish’s economic base.”

Commissioner Bergeron said, “We have tremen-
dous upside potential in Jefferson Parish. We needed 
to expand our horizon and today’s action does that. 
We have a parish president in Jefferson who is young, 
aggressive and willing to make business a priority. We 

couldn’t ask for anything more. I know this is a going 
to be a successful, long-standing relationship going 
forward.”

Port of New Orleans President and chief ex-
ecutive officer Gary Lagrange echoed Bergeron say-
ing, “Happy days are here again. We look forward to 
a great partnership with Jefferson Parish.” The Port 
of New Orleans and port-related businesses currently 
employ over 3,000 Jefferson Parish residents. “We 
are going to get creative. We have an opportunity like 
never before to develop our riverfront and we are go-
ing to exhaust every option toward fulfilling that goal,” 
added Yenni.  

Jefferson Parish President Yenni to name new port task force
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Community

Kenner has been ranked the number 11 most 
diverse small city in the United States, according to a 
survey conducted by the WalletHub website.

The website compared 12 separate categories, 
including social class diversity, educational diver-
sity, racial and ethnic diversity and economic diver-
sity. Separate rankings were calculated for large cities 
with more than 300,000 residents, mid-sized cities 
with 100,000 to 300,000 residents and small cities, 
with fewer than 100,000 residents.

In addition to its standing among small cities, 
Kenner was listed number 26 among all cities, regard-
less of population. Bossier City was the next highest 

ranked Louisiana city on the overall list, coming in at 
number 61.

Elsewhere in the state, Baton Rouge was ranked 
at 117 overall, followed by Lake Charles at 138, Shreve-
port at 158 and Metairie at 184.

“We are very proud of the diversity of our city,” 
Kenner Acting Mayor Michael Sigur said. “Kenner has 
the largest Hispanic population in the metropolitan 
area and our diversity is helping to attract new busi-
nesses and young families to come to the city.”

For the full report, go to https://wallethub.com/
edu/most-diverse cities/12690/#methodology.  

Kenner ranked 11th most diverse small 
city in U.S.

Kenner is again being honored with a 2016 
Playful City USA designation. Celebrating its 10th an-
niversary, the national recognition program honors 
cities and towns across the country for making their 
cities more playable.

“We have been lucky enough to have received 
this award in the past and it is a recognition of the 
hard work of our Kenner Recreation Department and 
the willingness of our Kenner City Council to make 
the kids in our community a priority,” Acting Kenner 
Mayor Michael Sigur said.

Kenner is one of only six cities in the state to 
receive the recognition and this year marks the 8th 
time Kenner has been named a “Playful City.”

Communities across the country are creating 
innovative ways to bring back play and attract resi-
dents through family friendly activities. Interactive 

sidewalk art, designated play spaces on trails and the 
transformation of schoolyards into active play areas 
are just a few examples of how cities are becoming 
more playful.

“We are thrilled to recognize these communities 
that have invested their time and efforts to put kids 
first,” said KaBOOM! CEO James Siegal. “Balanced 
and active play is crucial to the well-being of kids and 
the communities that they thrive in. By integrating 
play into cities, the leaders of Playful Cities USA are 
working to attract and retain the thousands of fami-
lies that want homes in close proximity to safe places 
to play.”

To learn more about these cities, see the full list 
of the 257 communities named 2016 Playful City USA 
honorees or to gather more information on the Playful 
City USA program, visit www.playfulcityusa.org.   

Kenner recognized as 2016 Playful City 
USA Community

The Felice McMiller Community Splash Park 
opened on Friday, May 27, 2016. The park is located 
at 200 Decatur Street at the A.P. Clay Complex, near 
Kenner Head Start Center.

Admission is free. The splash park is designed 
for youth ages 12 and under. Swimming attire and 
adult supervision is required.

The weekly summer operating hours are Fri-
days from 3:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m., Saturdays from 
11:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. and from 11:00 a.m. until 
6:00 p.m. on Sundays.

The splash park is also available for private par-
ties. For more information call the Kenner Commu-
nity Development Office at 468-7588. 

Kenner Splash Park open for summer
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Community

In today’s marketplace, it’s very rare that a fam-
ily-owned business can be successful for 50 consecu-
tive years. But, in Kenner, the LaBella family busi-
ness has been an integral part of the city’s economy 
and its friendly culture for half a century.

Today, Joey LaBella and his wife Judy hold 
court at 2118 Third Street in Rivertown. Their restau-
rant serves delicious lunches Monday through Friday 
but the gem of the LaBella dynasty is the catering of-
fice next door to the restaurant. The LaBella brand 
name has been golden in catering circles throughout 
the metro area for many years. During the Carnival 
season, the LaBellas, along with their daughter, Jen-
nifer, and their staff prepare thousands of meals for 
every kind of party you can think of.

For the beginnings of this story, you have to go 
back to 1915 when an immigrant named Joe LaBella 
arrived in New Orleans from Sicily. With a war start-
ing in Europe and chaos in Italy and Sicily, it was a 
good time to go. The first Joe LaBella (there have 
been a total of five) was an expert at shoe repair 
and he opened a little shop on Magazine Street in 
New Orleans. Joe was a proud American and told his 
children he didn’t want to hear them speaking any 
language other than English. “We are Americans now 
and we speak American,” he used to say.

In the mid-1960s, Joe II – the son of Joe I and 
the father of Joe III – moved the family to Kenner. He 
had been working for a meat company and was ready 
to go into business for himself. Kenner, home to many 
Italian-American families, was receptive. Opened in 
1966, LaBella’s Meat Market was located in the back 
of a Little General Store. In the mid-1960s, giant 
supermarkets (like Schwegmann’s) were just begin-
ning to emerge. Most people bought their meat from 
a local neighborhood butcher. LaBella’s meat market 
was a sensational success. It wasn’t unusual for Joe 
II to have five butchers working on a Saturday. At the 
same time, Joe III, better known as Joey, in his late 
teens, loved being part of the business and was a key 
employee in the booming business.

LaBella’s needed more space and in 1974 
moved to 2315 Veterans Memorial Highway, also in 
Kenner. Soon, in addition to meats, the store was of-
fering restaurant services (meat balls and gravy and 
roast beef po-boys were big favorites) and catering 
as well. When Joe II passed away, Joe III (Joey) and 
Judy moved to 2219 Veterans where they offered 
a full-service bar as well as fresh meats, groceries, 
restaurant meals and catering. Joe III came up with 
the idea of a traveling kitchen and made hundreds of 
stops, promoting LaBella’s.

But, it all came tumbling down in 2005 when 
Hurricane Katrina struck. The building that housed 
LaBella’s collapsed after the storm. But, like many 
others in Kenner, Joe III and Judy weren’t going to 
let a hurricane put them out of business. That was 
when they moved to their current location at 2118 
Third Street where they are celebrating the 50th an-
niversary of being in business.

And, what about the future? Joe III’s son, Joe 
IV, works for Café Hope as a culinary instructor in the 
same industry as his parents. The rising star in the 
LaBella family is Joe III and Judy’s daughter, Jennifer, 
who not only works in the business but has her own 
catering business, The Crossing, also in Rivertown. 

“Jennifer is truly a chip off the old block,” says Joe 
III. “She has tremendous enthusiasm, great energy, 
imagination and loves people. She has already made 
a name for herself.” Also coming up is Joe V, the son 
of Joe IV, who is nine years old. It remains to be seen 
if he wants to continue on in the family business. But 
Joe V, and the other four grandchildren, the fourth 
generation in the industry, have all been raised in 
and help with the family business.

Looking back over 50 years of business in Ken-
ner, Joe III says, “We’ve been blessed and are very 
proud to be a part of Kenner. We love the city and we 
hope that Kenner is proud of the LaBella’s. This is 
where our roots are.” 

For 50 years, the Labella family has been an 
important part of Kenner
By Allan Katz

——  from  ——
Jefferson Parish Councilman Ben Zahn, 
Dawn, Blake, Ben IV, Huggie and Spirit

———————————

Happy Father’s Day 

Zahn Ad_Fathers Day_0616.indd   1 5/28/16   9:58 PM
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Joey LaBella, holding the trophy, was named one of the 2012 Best Chefs of New Orleans, 
Louisiana, by the American Culinary Federation, New Orleans Chapter. Joey’s wife, 
Judy, right, celebrates the award with LaBellas’s staff. ACF is the largest professional 
chef’s organization in North America. The ACF offers culinary competitions, certification, 
a national apprenticeship program, regional and national events, publications and much 
more to help foster the growth of professional chefs and the foodservice industry.
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Government

On May 12, 2016, Acting Mayor Michael G. Sigur, 
Chief Michael Glaser and Kenner’s Emergency Man-
agement Department held their annual “Regional 
Response Partners’ Hurricane Season Preparedness” 
meeting at Kenner Police Headquarters. This is the 
seventh year the group has met in Kenner. The pur-
pose of the session is to bring together agencies and 
organizations that provide services to or that work 
collaboratively with the city of Kenner year round 
and that may be called upon to respond to Kenner 
in the event of a major storm. Participants review 
agency-specific emergency plans, identify capabili-
ties and resources, discuss strategy, identify points 
of contacts and address issues of common concern, 
such as Contraflow, mutual aid, sheltering, re-entry 
protocols and relief operations. The meeting facili-
tates close coordination between region-wide gov-
ernmental and non-government entities during and 
following a disaster. This year, the event was attend-
ed by over 70 representatives from various military, 
federal, state, parish and local entities.

Acting Kenner Mayor Sigur opened the meeting 
with a discussion on the importance of preparedness in 
responding to disasters and he announced the recent 
formation of a permanent Kenner Emergency Manage-
ment Department within the city administration. This 
follows over six years of development of a comprehen-
sive emergency management program that has proven 
beneficial to city government and the citizens of Ken-
ner. Sigur pointed out the high degree of coordination 
and cooperation that now exists amongst city agencies 
in addressing disasters. Sigur also described the ben-
efits of having good working relationships with many 
regional partners, both public and private entities.

Jefferson Parish President Michael S. Yenni, for-

mer mayor of Kenner, pointed out the importance of 
municipal preparedness and coordinating parish-wide 
efforts. Yenni discussed the city’s response to a num-
ber of incidents during his administration – hurricanes, 
tornados and the March 2015 attack on a TSA agent 
at Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport. 
Yenni described how effective police, fire and emer-
gency medical service response was critical to quickly 
resolving each event. Yenni stressed the importance 
of collaboration, maintaining situational awareness, 
timely information sharing and a robust local response 
capability. Yenni pledged his continued support of Ken-
ner’s emergency management programs and the 
city’s emergency operations center.

Kenner’s Emergency Management Di-
rector, Doug Dodt, provided an overview of 
the city’s current incident management 
capabilities and described municipal 
activities during and following a ma-
jor storm. Kenner Police Lieuten-
ant Marc Ortiz outlined local 
law enforcement operations 
that would take place in the 
event of a major storm. 
Kenner Fire Chief John 
Hellmers and members of his staff were on hand to dis-
cuss that agency’s fire suppression and urban rescue 
operations during a storm event.

Kenner City Councilwoman-at-Large Maria De-
Francesch and District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud 
represented constituents at the meeting. A represen-
tative of U. S. Senator David Vitter’s office was also in 
attendance. In addition, Dodt reported that interim 
Kenner City Councilman-at-Large Brian Brennan, 
District 1 Councilman Gregory Carroll, District 2 Coun-

cilman Sigur, District 4 Councilman Leonard Cline 
and District 5 Councilman Dominick Impastato have 
all expressed their support of the city’s emergency 
management initiatives. It was reported that city ad-
ministration and council members confer with parish, 
state and federal elected officials on a continual basis 
regarding Kenner’s unique emergency preparedness 
and disaster recovery needs.

A representative of the Governor’s Office of 
Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness was 
on hand and discussed that agency’s support of local 
emergency management activities. GOHSEP works 
year round with Jefferson Parish and Kenner officials, 

providing essential training, funding and planning 
support. In the event of a disaster, GOHSEP pro-

vides vital resources and coordinates state 
agency response, directing aid from FEMA 

and other federal agencies as needed.
Timmy Gautreau represented 

Joseph Valiente, the new director of 
Jefferson Parish Emergency Man-

agement. Gautreau provided 
detailed information on par-

ish-wide emergency plan-
ning, coordination with 

Kenner officials and evacuation decision-making. Sev-
eral key parish initiatives were promoted. Residents 
are urged to sign up for the JP Alert community alert 
system. Businesses and emergency contractors are 
advised to renew their re-entry placards as the prior 
year’s placards are expired. Residents with significant 
medical needs were encouraged to register with the 

“Parish Special Needs Registry.” The establishment of 
Points of Distribution (POD) sites, if conditions war-
rant, was also discussed. Parish and Kenner officials 

also work year round with the Louisiana Department of 
Children and Family Services. Residents were strongly 
encouraged to pre-register for Disaster Supplemental 
Nutritional Program (DSNAP) benefits.

Command personnel from Louisiana State Police 
Troop B were on hand to discuss their law enforcement 
and evacuation operations during a disaster, including 
Contraflow. The Louisiana Department of Transporta-
tion and Development (DOTD) discussed their traffic 
management and highway maintenance activities as 
well as their considerable activities during regional 
evacuation operations.

Officials from the Louisiana Department of 
Health and Hospitals, Office of Public Health, dis-
cussed public health initiatives and hospital coordina-
tion activities. Representatives from Ochsner Medical 
Center and East Jefferson General Hospital, as well as 
EJGH Emergency Medical Service (EMS), discussed 
equipment and personnel staging, medical care and 
emergency services provided in Kenner as well as the 
surrounding area during storm events.

Jim Hufft, Jefferson Parish Public School Sys-
tem’s Director of Emergency Preparedness, provided 
information on coordination with local officials on 
closures and re-opening of public schools for severe 
weather. Rafael Saddy of the Latin American Civic As-
sociation of Louisiana (LACAL) described assistance 
provided to city officials in dealing with Kenner’s con-
siderable Hispanic population. LACAL provides Span-
ish language translators in the EOC. LACAL’s agency 
also works closely with Kenner’s Hispanic Resource 
Center year round to identify local resident needs and 
encourage community preparedness.

A representative of the New Orleans Aviation 

Kenner Emergency Management Department hosts seventh annual regional response 
partners’ hurricane preparedness meeting

 next page
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Michael G. Sigur – Acting Mayor
City of Kenner

Arleeta O. Terrell – Director
Community Development Dept.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT
THE FELICE McMILLER 

Community

Splash Park
2016 Opening Date:
Friday May 27, 2016

Noon - 7 p.m.
Weekly Operating Hours  

This Summer:
Fridays: 3 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Saturdays: 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sundays: 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

200 DECATUR STREET
(At the A.P. Clay Complex, near Kenner Head Start)

Cool off this Summer with FREE  
water fun at the Kenner Splash Park.

The Splash Park is designed for youth 12 years and under.
Swimming attire and Adult Supervision required.  

It is also available to rent for private parties.  
For more information, please call the City of Kenner  

Office of Community Development 504-468-7588.

KCD_Splash Park_0616.indd   1 5/28/16   10:01 PM

WOODLAKE PLAYGROUND  
3 & 4 year old Tee Ball League

ALL CHILDREN ARE WELCOME!

Woodlake Playground  
will be hosting a tee ball

league for all 3 & 4 year old  
boys and girls  

in the month of June.

When:
Games will start the week of June 6 and  

will end the week of June 20th  
(Rain makeup days will be June 27th and 28th)

Registration:
Woodlake Playground

from 6PM to 8:30PM Monday through Friday
131 W. Esplanade Ave. in Kenner

Cost:
$30 per child

All children will receive:
Woodlake t-shirt • End of league pizza party • Trophy

For more info call Woodlake at 468-7281 or 461-9472.

Woodlake Tball_0616.indd   1 5/28/16   10:03 PM

Board Communications Office discussed storm-relat-
ed conditions and activities affecting air operations at 
Armstrong Airport. Kenner’s police department also 
plans and trains with the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s 
Office, whose deputies and other law enforcement of-
ficers provide security at the facility.

Utility companies in attendance included Enter-
gy, ATMOS Energy and Veolia Wastewater. Representa-
tives provided information on pre-storm maintenance 
initiatives, pre-staging of equipment and repair crews 
and embedding personnel in city and parish EOCs to 
better coordinate responses. Plans for rapid deploy-
ment of personnel for restorative operations following 
a significant storm event were discussed by all three 
utilities. It was noted that Cox Communications and 
AT&T are other utilities that work with Kenner offi-
cials to restore service to residents and businesses as 
quickly as possible after a storm.

Chris Laborde of the New Orleans Regional Plan-
ning Commission provided information concerning 
monthly meetings of a “Public Private Partnership,” a 
very informative collaboration. Kenner’s emergency 
management, as well as its police and fire depart-
ments, regularly attend these meetings.

Representatives from the Pontchartrain Center 
management staff were on hand to discuss that facil-
ity’s usefulness for staging and other activities.

Joseph O’Neill of the Jefferson Parish Employees 
Federal Credit Union provided information on that 
institution’s emergency preparedness activities and 
services for members during and following a disaster.

Also in attendance were East Jefferson Levee 
District Director Derek Boese and members of his 
staff. EJLD works closely with Kenner administrators, 
public works, police and emergency management 
officials throughout the year concerning levee condi-
tions, maintenance and security. During a major storm, 
the levee board increases surveillance along river and 
lake levee systems, apprising federal, state, parish 
and local officials on levee conditions and coordinat-
ing closure of critical flood gates all along the systems. 
The East Jefferson Levee District Police Department 
coordinates closely with KPD and is one of three spe-
cialized police agencies in the region headed by Super-
intendent Robert Garner of the South Louisiana Flood 
Protection Authority-East. Flood control efforts also 
include close coordination with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers during “Flood Fight” and hurricane condi-
tions.

Representatives of the U.S. Coast Guard were in 
attendance. The agency works year round with emer-
gency managers and port officials to monitor river con-
ditions and vessel traffic, respond to maritime emer-
gencies and address local homeland security concerns. 
They provide training for first responders and during a 
storm enact comprehensive plans to protect the mari-
time environment. The agency makes certain barges 
and vessels are secured along navigable waterways and 
in port. When necessary, the USCG supports local air, 
waterborne and urban search and rescue operations. 
The Port of South Louisiana located in Reserve, Louisi-
ana, also addresses maritime hurricane preparedness 
along the river. The port provides Kenner with daily 
alerts concerning river conditions, safety, vessel traffic, 
homeland security concerns and hazardous materials 
incidents all along the lower Mississippi River.

Mary Vernoy of Amateur Radio Emergency 
Communications Service and a member of the 
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary, detailed the 
capabilities of a local emergency communications 
(EMCOMM) team. Vernoy’s team embeds with 
the city of Kenner at the EOC, providing essential 
backup communications during major storm events. 
In 2015 the city of Kenner acquired new ham radio 

equipment for the EMCOMM team.
Dan Ketcham represented The Salvation Army, 

an organization that provides aid to first responders, 
disaster victims and persons in crisis. City officials re-
ported the city of Kenner is fortunate to have a very 
good working relationship with a number of faith-
based and non-governmental volunteer agencies. Ed 
White and Associate Pastor Shawn Rich represented 
Vineyard Church of New Orleans, located in Kenner. 
Vineyard’s congregation brings considerable energy 
and resources to address relief and volunteer needs fol-
lowing a disaster. Southeast Louisiana American Red 
Cross assists the parish and city with establishment of 
emergency shelters whenever necessary. Local Luther-
an churches, Catholic Charities and Louisiana Baptist 
Disaster Relief, among others, have all provided invalu-
able assistance to Kenner residents in time of need, ac-
cording to city officials.

A representative of Walgreens described that 
company’s extensive continuity planning and its com-
mitment to reopen as quickly as possible following a 
disaster to serve community needs. Staff from Trea-
sure Chest Casino, located on Lake Pontchartrain, at-
tended to discuss that facility’s plans and to coordinate 
with local officials. City administrators reported The 
Esplanade mall management staff and many other lo-
cal retailers, such as service stations, hardware stores, 
restaurants and groceries, all communicate with city 
officials concerning restoration of services following a 
declared disaster.

Marc Popkin from the Regional Transit Author-
ity (RTA) discussed his agency’s contribution to the 

“Parish Assisted Evacuation Plan,” providing local bus 
service along pre-determined Kenner routes during 
designated evacuation periods ensuring those without 
personal transportation can evacuate when called for 
by local officials.

Kenner’s Chief Administrative Officer Michael 
Quigley provided an overview of administrative ac-
tivities related to emergency preparedness and reaf-
firmed Kenner’s continued commitment to profes-
sional collaboration and support of regional response 
efforts. City directors from Kenner’s Legal, Finance, 
Public Works, Kenner Television (K-TV), Information 
Technology and Telecommunications, Community De-
velopment, Human Resources, Purchasing, Inspection 
and Code Enforcement, Parks and Recreation, Clerk of 
Court and Fleet Management Departments all partici-
pated in the meeting.

The city administrators said they also plan 
and train with local railroads, including AMTRAK, 
Canadian National and Union Pacific to address any 
emergencies that might affect rail lines running 
through the region.

To further enhance planning and responses, 
Kenner’s Emergency Management, Police and Fire 
Departments are active members of the Jefferson 
Parish Emergency Management Advisory Commit-
tee (PEMAC)/Homeland Security Committee, the 
Jefferson Parish Local Emergency Planning Com-
mittee (LEPC) and the Region 1 Urban Area Secu-
rity Initiative (UASI).

“Kenner’s city administration works year round 
to develop and sustain close relationships with our 
regional response partners,” said Acting Mayor Sigur. 

“We are committed to working in a coordinated and co-
operative fashion to prepare, respond to and recover 
quickly from a major storm.”

Dodt said, “As we enter the 2016 hurricane sea-
son, Kenner residents and business owners should 
feel confident that city of Kenner officials and em-
ployees stand prepared to respond sufficiently to 
storm events. Year-round planning, training and co-
ordination ensure that all of Kenner’s agencies are 
capable of responding in a unified fashion to meet 
storm challenges and adequately address the needs 
of our community.”    

Emergency management
 from previous page
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Plantar fasciitis 
is the most common 
condition that causes 
foot pain. The plantar 
fascia is a broad fibrous 

structure located at the bottom of the foot that spans from 
the heel bone to the base of the toes. Pain and inflamma-
tion originates from small tears in this fibrous ligament 
structure. This tight band of tissue aids in the support of 
the arch of the foot and is susceptible to injury through re-
peated trauma to the tissue as it attaches to the heel bone.

Often people that develop plantar fasciitis 
have several risk factors that include flat feet, high 
arched or rigid feet, running on toes, hills or very 
soft surfaces such as sand, poor arch support in  

 
 
 
 
shoes, increasing age and/or obesity or a rapid change in 
activity level.

Heel spurs can develop when the plantar fascia is 
excessively and repetitively pulled away from the heel 
bone. A heel spur is a bony fragment that stems from the 
heel bone into the sensitive tissue and nerves of the heel 
pad and plantar fascia, resulting in pain in the foot with 
every movement.

First of all, knowing what conditions actually con-
tributed to the pain and learning how to correct those 
conditions that have placed the individual at risk is im-
portant. Treatment for plantar fasciitis should begin with 
rest, icing and over the counter medications. Other treat-
ments that have shown to be successful in reducing pain 
are stretching that is both static (runner’s stretch or towel 

pulls) and dynamic (rolling your foot over a can), taping of 
the foot, cross-friction massage, strengthening exercises 
that concentrate on the inner muscles of the foot, orthot-
ics to help correct mid and rear foot mechanics especially 
over pronation of the rear foot during the stance phase of 
walking, night splints and medication.

Recently, physical therapists have been very suc-
cessful in decreasing the pain and normalizing the plantar 
fascia tissue with the use of tools that are scraped over 
the inflamed tissue which helps break down scarring and 
produce healthy tissue response as well as using a method 
of dry needling in the injured tissue. In conditions that do 
not respond to conservative treatment, surgical release of 
the plantar fascia may be performed.

Preventing plantar fasciitis is crucial. One of the 
most important is maintaining a healthy weight in order 
to reduce tension on the plantar fascia. Shoes are very 
important, and should fit well and provide ample cushion-
ing and support throughout the heel, arch and ball of the 

foot so that weight is distributed evenly throughout the 
foot. Try to avoid walking barefoot on hard surfaces. An-
other important prevention technique is keeping your calf 
muscles and the tissue of your feet stretched. Greater flex-
ibility in the tissue makes them less susceptible to damage.

Plantar fasciitis is a condition that can be success-
fully treated with full return to your normal and recre-
ational activities.    

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president 
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 
3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other 
locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin 
graduated from LSU Medical School Department of Al-
lied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. The 
professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy 
can be contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or 
by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Plantar fasciitis: The painful foot
By Craig Goodwin

   

Now that the kids 
are out of school, sum-
mer vacation is in full 
swing and families are 
spending more time out-

doors. It’s extremely important to make sure all members of 
the family are protected against the sun, especially infants 
who can become seriously ill from sun overexposure.

Although everyone should be conscious of the 
amount of sun received, there are potential dangers of 
exposing babies six months and younger to the sunshine, 
such as dehydration and sunburn. When outdoors this  
summer with an infant, consider the following tips  

 
 
listed below.

Avoid bringing infants out in direct sunlight, particu-
larly from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. That’s when UVA and 
UVB rays are most intense and damaging.

If it’s unavoidable that an infant will be in the sun, 
parents should try to make it brief and dress their infant 
in protective clothing including a wide brimmed hat which 
covers their ears and neck, sunglasses with 99 percent 
UV protection and loose-fitting, light-colored, cotton, long 
sleeve clothing. Also, find shade under a tree, umbrella, or 
the stroller canopy.

For babies under six months of age, parents should 
only apply very small amounts of sunscreen to areas of un-

protected skin, as chemicals in sunscreen can cause irrita-
tion and rashes at this young age. For children older than 
six months, it is important to use a “broad spectrum” sun-
screen. This will screen out both UVA and UVB rays.

It is best to choose children’s products SPF 15 or 
greater, unscented and made for sensitive skin.

80 percent of the sun’s UV rays can penetrate clouds, 
so infants can be sunburned on cloudy days. Sunscreen 
should be applied 15 to 30 minutes before exposure and 
reapplied every two hours if the child gets wet.

Parents should also be wary of dehydration. A few 
signs to look for are fewer tears, red skin, sticky mouth se-
cretions and decreased urine output.

If you sense your baby is dehydrated, plan to provide 
extra breast milk or formula. In addition, be aware that young 

infants create less sweat, which is the body’s primary mecha-
nism of cooling. So it’s best to time outings during cooler, less 
sunny times of day in order to keep an infant safe.    

Brandi Jones, M.D. earned her medical degree 
from the Tulane University School of Medicine where 
she also completed her internship and residency. Dr. 
Jones is board certified in both internal medicine 
and pediatrics and currently practices at the Ochsner 
Health Center in Kenner (Driftwood) where she has 
been on staff since summer of 2003. Ochsner Medical 
Center-Kenner offers extended hours and same day/
next appointments for primary and family care pa-
tients. To schedule an appointment, call 443-9500.

Ochsner-Kenner offers reminders about infants and sunscreen
By Brandi K. Jones  M.D.
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3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001

Cell 504.250.1610

Office 504.883.5252

Fax 504.883.5172

dkorn504@gmail.com

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

®

SELA

152 Palmetto  Kenner
$109,000

3251 Presidential Dr.  Kenner
$135,000

4404 Rebecca Blvd.  Kenner
$159,000

SOLD IN 2 WEEKS!

SALE PENDING

Danielle Korndorffer_0616.indd   1 5/28/16   10:04 PM

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight: 
Clancy-Maggiore Magnet School
Clancy-Maggiore Elementary School of the Arts 
is an arts integrated magnet school. The mission 
at Clancy Maggiore Elementary School for the 
Arts is to engage students in an arts integrated 
curriculum to advance academic success, 
critical thinking, and creativity.  Arts in education 
foster a sense of community among students. 
Creative peer interaction within the arts teaches students personal passion 
and determination. The arts also foster healthy lifestyles through exposure to 
various mediums of expression, communication and exercise. When students 
create art or perform, they employ critical thinking and collaboration skills to 

be successful. We aim to develop these 
critical-thinking skills as well as social 
skills and confidence, while nurturing their 
creativity, sensitivity and unique potential. 

It is important in education to teach students 
through positive experiences.

For more information on Clancy Maggiore 
Elementary School for the Arts, call 
504-469-3664 or visit clancymaggiore.

jpschools.org. Danesha Dorsey is the principal of Clancy Maggiore Elementary 
School for the Arts. The assistant principal is Kesha Rayfield. The school is 
represented by Jefferson Parish School Board Vice President Melinda Doucet.

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates 

Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle, 

Schneckenburger Elementary, Washington Montessori, G. T. Woods Elementary

Spotlight Education Ad_Clancy-Maggiore_0616.indd   1 5/28/16   10:05 PM

What you don’t see may be what you get
By Steven A. Watts

Sometimes the 
things we do have un-
intended consequences. 
Frequently we label 
those types of occur-

rences as accidents, our negligence causing someone 
else harm. However, our responsibility is not always lim-
ited to our actions. Under Louisiana law responsibility 
can arise out of our status as a homeowner.

Louisiana law provides that a seller provides the 
buyer with by an implied warranty that the thing being 
sold is free from hidden defect and is reasonably fit for 
its intended use. In residential real estate, this means 
that a seller can be held responsible to the buyer for 
a hidden defect present in his house even though he 
had no actual knowledge of the defect’s existence. The 
defect must be “redhibitory” in nature. In other words, 
it must render the thing sold, “useless, or its use so in-
convenient that it must be presumed a buyer would not 
have bought the thing had he known of the defect.” (see 
Louisiana Civil Code Article 2520). If the hidden defect 
is found to be redhibitory, the buyer’s remedies include  

 
 
damages, reduction of the sales price or even rescission 
of the sale. The buyer can seek these remedies for up 
to one year from the date of the sale or even longer in  
some circumstances.

Fortunately, the law does permit the parties to 
negotiate with regard to the implied warranty. Louisi-
ana Civil Code Article 2548 provides that the buyer and 
seller may limit or even exclude any implied warranty 
against redhibitory defects. This is commonly referred 
to as an “as is” sale. The limitation or waiver of war-
ranty must be clearly and unambiguously written and 
brought to the attention of the buyer. It must be clear 
that he is actually waiving his legal rights against the 
seller to make a claim for unknown and hidden defects 
and not just agreeing to purchase the property in its 
current condition. Sales containing an “as is” clause are 
common in residential transactions, however, a court 
will often inquire into the circumstances of the trans-
action to insure that the purchaser gave an informed 
consent to the waiver.

The old adage, “Let the buyer beware” still 
has application in today’s marketplace. However, 

the seller should also be vigilant to insure that he 
doesn’t experience the unintended consequence of a 
post-sale claim for a redhibitory defect. The final re-
sult boils down to how the transaction is negotiated 
and making sure properly drafted documents reflect 
that agreement.   

Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana 

State Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney 
for over 35 years. His office is located at 3925 N. I-10 
Service Road, Suite 230, in Metairie. Estate planning, 
wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and 
corporate, franchise and real estate law are his pri-
mary areas of practice. Watts is also the owner and 
manager of Amerititle, Inc. and can be reached at 836-
0811 or swatts@wattsesq.com.

What is the rotator cuff? 
By Russell R. Russo, M.D.

The rotator cuff 
is the name given to 
four small muscles on 
the front, top and back 
of the shoulder that 

function to lift the upper arm and “rotate” it. These 
four muscles coalesce to form a “cuff” of tendons on 
the upper arm. These muscles are responsible for such 
movements as lifting overhead, reaching in the back-
seat of a car and putting on a belt or bra. Have you had 
any pain in your shoulder doing some of those activi-
ties?

Rotator cuff injuries can happen acutely or devel-
op over time. A fall onto the shoulder or lifting a heavy 
object can cause a sharp pain on the side of the shoul-
der. Some individuals will even feel or hear a pop. This 
type of acute injury can lead to a full tear of the rotator 
cuff, which should be dealt with swiftly.

However, most rotator cuff injuries develop over 
time and are chronic injuries. As we age, the rotator 
cuff can become degenerative like a frayed rope. These 
chronic rotator cuff problems can be dealt with in a 
multitude of ways.

The first step is making the correct diagnosis. 
Along with a full physical examination of the shoulder, 
the orthopedic surgeon will take an X-ray of the shoul-
der to rule out arthritis, a condition affecting the carti-
lage of the shoulder rather than the muscles and ten-
dons. If the symptoms progress, an MRI of the shoulder 
may also be used to diagnose the degree of the rotator 
cuff tear and to identify any other conditions affecting 
the shoulder.

Even with the diagnosis of a rotator cuff tear, 
the first line of treatment will be a combination of 
anti-inflammatory medication and specialized physical 
therapy guided by an orthopedic surgeon. An injection 
of a steroid or other non-steroidal anti-inflammatory 
can be given into the area of the rotator cuff or one can 
opt for oral medications instead.

Along with medications, physical therapists will 
help strengthen the larger muscles around the rota-

tor cuff to help strengthen the shoulder. Although this 
may not “heal” the rotator cuff tear, it will reduce the 
inflammation and pain about the shoulder and provide 
an increase in the function of the shoulder. Different 
therapy modalities such as dry needling, which is simi-
lar to acupuncture, or ultrasound can be used during 
therapy to help relieve pain and inflammation as well.

When injections and physical therapy fail to pro-
vide lasting relief, the next step is a surgical discussion. 
If an MRI confirms the suspected diagnosis of a rotator 
cuff tear, an arthroscopic (scope) surgery will be of-
fered. This surgery involves making a few small holes in 
the skin for instrumentation of the shoulder.

One newer surgical technique now offered is the 
addition of concentrated mesenchymal stem cells. By 
making a small hole in the area of the rotator cuff, the 
bone marrow can be removed and the marrow isolated 
to a small concentrated solution of stem cells. This is 
injected onto the site of repair to aid in healing. Large 
studies have yet to determine the effectiveness of this 
adjunctive treatment as it is an emerging science.

Like each patient, each rotator cuff injury is dif-
ferent. Knowing more about your options will help you 
have a better discussion with your orthopedic surgeon. 
Shoulder pain, in particular rotator cuff injuries, can 
be a complicated topic. Make an appointment with an 
orthopedic surgeon to hear more about the latest ad-
vancements in non-operative and operative care.   

Russell R. Russo, M.D. is a fellowship-trained 
sports medicine orthopedic surgeon. Visit Dr. Russo’s 
professional website, www.drrussellrusso.com, for his 
weekly sports medicine blog. The Orthopedic Center 
for Sports Medicine is a multi-specialty center dedi-
cated to complete musculoskeletal care with focused 
expertise in shoulder and knee injuries. Offices are 
located in Kenner, Metairie and Lakeview. For addi-
tional information call 467-5900 or visit www.nolas-
portsmedicine.com.

Health
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3409 Williams Blvd.

We Shop For You!
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Homeowners insurance provides  
coverage for your home and personal  
belongings. Liability coverage is another  
critical component.

 Single Family Homes  Condominiums 
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www.guffeyinsurance.netSINCE 1987
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Thank goodness 
for “Olympic” sports!

When it comes to 
boys high school sports 

in Louisiana, there is little doubt that football is king, 
followed competitively by basketball and baseball, not 
necessarily in that order.

Among the boys sports most often categorized as 
“Olympic” sports are bowling, cross country, golf, gym-
nastics, power lifting, soccer, swimming, tennis, track 
and field and wrestling.

Eight teams from the greater New Orleans area 
captured state championships in the “Olympic” sports.

Brother Martin won state championships in bowl-
ing and wrestling, John Curtis won the Division I indoor 
track state title, Jesuit captured the Division I tennis 
championship and a cross country title, Newman won 
the Division IV swimming championship, Northlake 
Christian took first in soccer, St. Martin’s Episcopal 
captured a cross country title and St. Paul’s repeated 
as Division I state soccer champions.

When it came to the three major sports of foot-
ball, basketball and baseball in the 2015-2016 school 
year, no teams from the immediate New Orleans area 

won state championships, an alarming note when you 
consider the fact that there were 23 state champions 
crowned in the three major sports.

Fortunately, Lutcher (football) and St. Thomas 
Aquinas (baseball) did win state championships. While 
Lutcher is not in greater New Orleans, the Bulldogs 
played in a New Orleans area district. While St. Thomas 
Aquinas is in Hammond, the Falcons are part of the ex-
tended New Orleans area.

Is the lack of major sport championships for the 
New Orleans area an aberration or a trend?

A quick study of the last five seasons provides 
some evidence of a bit of a trend developing.

In 2014-2015 school year, Jesuit captured the Di-
vision I football championship, Landry-Walker and Riv-
erside won basketball titles and John Curtis won the 
3A baseball championship, a total of four state titles of 
the 23 contested.

In the 2013-2014 school year, John Curtis, East 
Jefferson and Rummel captured three of the nine 
football titles while Country Day, Landry-Walker and 
Riverside won basketball championships, a total of six 
championships of the 23 contested.

In the 2012-2013 school year, John Curtis, Edna 
Karr and Rummel won football titles, Country Day and 
Riverside won in basketball and Lutcher won in base-
ball, a total of six championships of the 19 contested, 
including Lutcher. That was the last school year prior to 
LHSAA splitting and expanding its number of football 
championships to nine from five.

In the 2011-2012 school year, John Curtis and St. 
Charles Catholic won state football crowns while Curtis 
won a basketball championship, a total of three state 
winners among the 19 titles awarded.

In the 2010-2011 school year, Franklinton won 
the 4A football title, St. Augustine and Riverside won 
basketball championships and Jesuit won the 5A base-
ball championship, a total of four championships, in-
cluding Franklinton, of the 19 awarded.

While north Louisiana continues to produce 
champions in all three major sports, the Baton Rouge 
area has come on strong in recent years.

Many would point to the population boom in East 
Baton Rouge Parish following Hurricane Katrina.

Prior to the storm, Jefferson Parish was the 
most populous parish in Louisiana with Orleans Par-
ish right behind. After Katrina, East Baton Rouge took 
over the top spot. As of 2015, East Baton Rouge Parish 
had 446,753 residents with Jefferson Parish second at 
436,275 and Orleans Parish third with 389,618 residents. 

Another explanation for the reduced titles would 
be the willingness of John Curtis to “play up” in clas-
sification from its 2A enrollment all the way to 5A and 
Division I status.

Curtis moved up to Division I in football in 2014 
while playing up in all sports beginning in 2015. As a 
2A or 3A school (or Division II or Division III entity), 
the Patriots were a dominant force. Since moving up to 
Division I, Curtis has not won a championship in any of 
the three major sports, though it is a small sample size.

John Curtis head football coach and athletic 

director J.T. Curtis feels that it is a trend but one that 
could be short-lived.

“Certainly, there are going to be shifts through the 
years and that is a natural process, in my mind,” Curtis 
said. “People move, new areas and subdivisions arise, 
school options change. The New Orleans area was 
dominant previously, north Louisiana was dominant, 
the Acadiana area has been dominant and the Baton 
Rouge area has been and is doing well.”

While many parts of Louisiana have enjoyed 
good runs, Curtis sees other factors contributing to the 
changes.

“I think it speaks to the bigger issue of this split 
business,” Curtis said. “There will never be level playing 
fields depending on the trends in population and de-
mographics. Jefferson Parish is an older demographic 
than in the past. We are still feeling the effects of Ka-
trina. All of those are factors in the overall equation. 
We have highly competitive schools that are capable 
of winning championships and will do so in the future.”

How schools are classified certainly plays a role in 
who is winning the state titles.

“I think that is the fallacy of the urban/rural pro-
posal,” Curtis said. “Riverside would have been urban 
while Notre Dame would have been rural. Notre Dame 
was a dominant team in football. Riverside is getting 
like that in football and is that dominant basketball 
program, having won five of the last seven Class 2A bas-
ketball state championships and having played for the 
Division III state title this past season.

That is where you get into the difficulty of level-
ing the playing field. I’m for whatever it takes to put us 
back together. We elected to move up and 5A is clearly 
tougher than lower classifications.”

With the LHSAA principals set to convene on 
June 8 for a special meeting to consider a proposal by 
the school relations committee to reunite Classes 5A 
and 4A, the number of state champions crowned could 
be reduced. If it fails to pass, the number of state cham-
pionships would grow to 12 in basketball and baseball 
while football would remain set at nine titles.

While the potential increase in championships 
would almost certainly result in more champions from 
the greater New Orleans area, would the watered-down 
process reflect false sense of improvement among the 
schools in this neighborhood or would it be perceived 
as a change in fortune?    

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO 
990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and general man-
ager of www.SportsNola.com and hosts “Sportsnola 
TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. on WHNO, TV 20. 
Trahan is the general manager and chairman of the 
board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the Mer-
cedes-Benz Superdome, runs the Life Resources Sports 
Ministry and hosts All Access SportsTalk on WGSO, 
990 AM and WGSO.com on Monday, Thursday and 
Friday at 6:05 p.m. as well as “The Three Tailgaters 
Show” on Saturday morning from 10:05 a.m. to noon 
with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille.

Lean year for New Orleans area teams in major prep sports
By Ken Trahan

Kenner Police Department
Drug Tip Hotline

466-3073
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Eligible Homeowners could receive grants up to $40,000  
to make needed repairs to their single-family homes

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

Eligible Properties

1)  Single family detached structures
2)  Structurally sound, i.e. does not have 

foundation issues
3)  Owner Occupied and serve as primary 

residence of applicant; vacant or rental 
property is not eligible

4)  Homes that have an existing condition 
that prevents property from meeting 
local code, safety or HQS standards

REGULAR-OWNER OCCUPIED  
HOUSING REHABILITATION PROGRAM

The City of Kenner Community Development Department

If the number of eligible applications exceeds available funds, a lottery will be  
conducted to select homes to be rehabilitated through the program

For more information visit the Kenner Website or call Frances Turner, Program Administrator, @ 504-468-7588

Michael G. Sigur
Acting Mayor

Arleeta O. Terrell
Director

Accepting Applications for the

Application Deadline, Friday July 8, 2016

Eligible Homeowners could receive grants up to $40,000  
to make needed repairs to their single-family homes

Who’s Eligible

1)  Household income must be at or 
below 50% of the Area Median 
Income as defined by HUD for 
reported household size

2)  Homeowners who live within the 
incorporated limits of the City of 
Kenner

3)  Homeowners who have clear title 
and ownership to the property

Program applications available online at www.kenner.la.us or at
CITY OF KENNER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

624 Williams Blvd., Kenner, LA 70065 • 504-468-7588

KCD_ROORs ad_0616.indd   1 5/28/16   10:10 PM

   
  Vacation Special

EXPIRES 6/30/16

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes 
Shocks • Air Conditioner 

Work Struts • Brake Service 
Batteries • Belts • Hoses

 Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. SATURDAYS

www.scottystireandauto.com

PURCHASE OF $400 OR MORE PURCHASE OF $500 OR MORE
Must be presented at time of purchase, tire purchases must include nitrogen  

and road hazard protection plan, gift certificates excluded

H OPEN SATURDAYS!  H  8:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. H

Scott Zimmerman (owner),  
Kenny Polizzi, Brannon Dietrich

Scottys_0616.indd   1 5/28/16   10:11 PM

As a result of modern dental technology, 
beautiful smiles are possible for anyone. Some of 
the procedures involved in creating a beautiful 
smile are bonding, veneers, crowns and bridges. 
All of these processes must be done by your den-
tist. Furthermore, to keep your beautiful smile, all 
of these procedures require good oral hygiene.

What is bonding? Composite resins or white 
fillings are bonded to tooth structure that has 
been pre-treated with etching and bonding solu-
tions. These resins can be made to look just like 
the tooth. However, excessive colas, tea, coffee, 
red wine and smoking may discolor these fillings. 
With care, however, they may remain beautiful for 
several years.

What are porcelain laminates? Also known 
as veneers, these are tooth-colored shells made of 
porcelain that cover the front of the tooth. Lami-
nates may correct teeth that are unattractive due 
to spaces between teeth, or teeth that are stained, 
badly shaped or crooked.

The dentist makes models of teeth, chooses 
the correct shade and then has a lab technician 
make the veneer. The dentist then removes a 
small amount of enamel and cements the veneer 
to the tooth, much like false fingernails are ce-
mented to the natural fingernail. This procedure 
takes a minimum of two dental visits and is more 
expensive than bonding.

As in bonding, excessive use of colas, tea, cof-
fee and red wine is to be avoided. Since these lami-
nates are made of porcelain, they are less likely to 
stain than teeth that are bonded.

With good care, these veneers can be expect-
ed to last several years, even longer than bonding.

 What are crowns? Sometimes referred to 
as caps, crowns cover the part of the tooth seen in 
the mouth. The outer surface of the crown is made 

of tooth-colored porcelain. The inside may or may 
not have metal to strengthen the tooth. When 
fillings are larger than the tooth, a crown may be 
indicated. Crowns are needed to cover implants. 
A crown may be indicated to improve the tooth’s 
shape and appearance. Also, after a root canal is 
done, the tooth should have a crown to prevent a 
fracture.

Much like porcelain laminates, crowns in-
volve two or more dental office visits because a 
lab technician makes the crown. Crowns are more 
expensive than bonding.

Unlike bonding and porcelain laminates, 
staining and discoloration are not problems with 
crowns. And, with good care, crowns can be very 
long-lasting.

What is a bridge? A bridge is a series of 
porcelain crowns that replaces missing teeth. In 
addition to beauty, bridges can aid function and 
facial shape.

With good oral hygiene, bridges can remain 
beautiful for over 20 years.

The preceding column was based on infor-
mation obtained from the American Dental Asso-
ciation’s website at www.ada.org.  

Darrell P. Bourg Jr., DDS, a family dentist 
who has practiced for over 14 years, is the past 
president of the New Orleans Dental Association 
and holds memberships in the LDA, ADA and 
AAID and is a fellow of the International College 
of Oral Implantologist (FICOI). Dr. Bourg prac-
tices at the Exceptional Dental office located at 
1305 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner and also 
has offices on the Westbank, Port Sulphur and 
opening January 2016 in Mid City New Orleans. 
Dr. Bourg can be contacted at 469-6333. Visit Ex-
ceptional Dental’s website at www.drbourg.com.

Dental bonding, porcelain 
laminates, crowns and bridges 
make beautiful smiles 
By Darrell P. Bourg, Jr., D.D.S.

Lunch - 10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Full Service Catering

Celebrating 50 Years

of Catering to the Kenner Community

2118 Third St. (Jeff Hwy) S 466-4675
labellascatering@gmail.com

Labellas_0616.indd   1 5/29/16   10:42 AM
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Banking

Kenner Food Bank
315 Worth Street, Kenner, LA 70062

504-468-7220

Hispanic Resource Center
 4312 Florida Ave., Kenner, LA 70065
 504-469-2570 

Martin Luther King Resource Center
1042 31st Street, Kenner, LA 70065
504-466-0698

Community Development Office
624 Williams Blvd., Kenner, LA 70062

504-468-7558

June is re-certification month
for ALL existing clients of the Food Bank

Are you in need of food? Are you low income?
You may be eligible to receive food for your family  

at no cost from the KENNER FOOD BANK

To Be Eligible You Will Need:
• Identification • Proof of Household Income
• Proof of Residency • Proof of Family Size

You can pick up an application from any of the Community Development Resource Centers.  
Completed Applications and copies of required documents should be returned to the:

KENNER FOOD BANK
317 Oxley St. (Next to Buddy Lawson Gym) Kenner

Please be advised that submission of an application does not guarantee your eligibility and approval  
for assistance. We will review all documentation provided, and inform you of your eligibility.

ATTENTION KENNER RESIDENTS

APPLICATION PICKUP LOCATIONS

Kenner Food Bank ad_0616.indd   1 5/28/16   10:14 PM

Give your family
Peace of mind Today

Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because 
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a 
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 466-8577

By now anyone 
who saves money is 
very tired of low inter-
est rates and I know 

that retirees wish for higher savings and certificate of 
deposit rates.

One of the unfortunate consequences of low 
interest rates is that it is easy to develop poor money 
management habits because the reward for good cash 
management is so low. You still don’t want to fall into 
this trap because bad habits can become ingrained in 
you. Even if rates don’t go up soon, you still should not 
let your money take a vacation.

The first place to start is consolidation. Most 
checking and savings accounts are tiered which means 
that fees are lower or nonexistent if balances are higher 
while interest rates tend to rise as balances increase.

To get the most and pay the least, you should con-
solidate your accounts into as few individual accounts 
as possible and preferably at only one financial institu-
tion. This simplification and consolidation will make it 
easier to remember where your money is, and it will 
also help get you better rates. When you consolidate, 
check with several banks to be sure that you are getting 
the best deal possible. Interest rates vary by bank. It is 
hard to believe but right now in New Orleans a major 
national bank is only paying .05 percent on three-year 
certificates of deposit, while a local bank is offering 1.3 
percent for the same term. If you had $50,000 invested 
with the national bank, at the end of three years, you 
would earn $75. The same $50,000 at a local bank would 
earn $1,950 at the end of three years. Shopping local is 
always a good idea, but in these times, at banks, it also 
makes good financial sense.

Once you have consolidated, look into online bill 

pay to help with cash management. You can set up your 
payments to be paid on the exact day that they are due, 
thus eliminating late fees and keeping the money in 
your account earning interest for as long as possible. 
Be sure that you are not paying a fee for bill pay. This 
should be a free service. Another advantage of bill pay 
is that you won’t pay any postage.

If you pay .47 cents to mail a $50 bill every month, 
you are losing 11.28 percent on an annual basis by using 
U.S. mail instead of electronic bill pay. With rates as low 
as they are now, you can’t afford to waste that kind of 
money on postage.

Finally, eliminate fees. Many folks pay monthly 
account maintenance fees. This is unnecessary. Free 
checking is still readily available in south Louisiana. 
Others also pay overdraft fees that can be as high as 
$39 per item and late fees of up to 10 percent of the pay-
ment due. If you eliminate one account maintenance 
fee, one overdraft fee and two late fees, you can save at 
least $212 per year.

So, you consolidate your accounts, eliminate fees 
and move your CD to a local bank. The net gain would 
be $872 every year for the average bank customer. Now 
you can go on vacation, instead of letting your cash take 
a vacation.   

Guy Williams is president and chief executive 
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their 
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Bou-
levard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president and branch 
manager can be contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar, 
vice president and commercial lender, can be con-
tacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s 
website at www.gulfbank.com. 

No vacation for your cash
By Guy Williams

During summer, 
high temperatures can 
cause heat to destroy 
car batteries and stress 

your vehicle’s cooling system and tires. Therefore, 
these vehicle components should be checked periodi-
cally during the summer as a precaution to help avoid 
breakdowns and car problems.

Did you know that excessive heat and overcharg-
ing can shorten the life of a vehicle’s battery? Heat 
causes battery fluid to evaporate which then damages 
the internal structure of the battery. A malfunctioning 
component in the charging system, usually the voltage 
regulator, allows too high a charging rate, which will 
eventually destroy a battery.

To get the most life out of a battery the electrical 
system should be checked to make sure it is charging 
at the correct rate. If your car’s battery is the type that 
needs to be topped off, check it often, especially in hot 
weather and add distilled water if necessary. Keep the 
top of the battery clean as dirt can become a conduc-
tor to drain battery power. If corrosion accumulates on 
battery terminals, it becomes an insulator and inhibits 
the current flow.

The cooling system also works harder during hot 
temperatures to prevent overheating of the engine. To 
keep the cooling system working effectively, the cool-

ant and distilled water mixture for a vehicle’s radiator 
should be 50:50. As a reminder, never open a hot radia-
tor cap when checking the coolant level in the reser-
voir.

Coolant should be changed annually on most ve-
hicles. This will keep the cooling system fresh and clean 
inside, which helps prevent corrosion and assures that 
the coolant has the proper boiling point and protection. 
A pressure test, thermostat test, a cooling fan test and a 
visual inspection for leaks and corrosion should also be 
done annually. Hoses and drive belts should be checked 
for cracks, bulges or frayed edges.

The radiator should be kept clean by periodically 
using a garden hose and a soft brush to carefully re-
move bugs, dirt and debris.

Tires also need special care in warmer weather as 
high temperatures put added stress on them. To maxi-
mize tire life and safety, check the tire condition and 
inflation pressure monthly and have the tires rotated 
every 6,000 miles. Summer heat will cause the pressure 
within a tire to rise, therefore, it’s important to check 
the pressure when tires are cold. The owner’s manual 
includes the recommended air pressure for your ve-
hicle’s tires.

It takes very little time and money to make sure 
your car runs properly during summer, and although 

Summer time car care
By Scott Zimmerman

Automotive

 next page
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Airport

  Parran’s
PO-BOYS

                                 of Kenner
Family owned and operated since 1975

2321 West Esplanade between Power & Williams
M-Th 11-7:30    Fri 11-8:30    Sat 11-8

Come Take A Gravy Bath!

Dine In or Take Out • 305-6422
www.parranspoboys.com

Parrans_Gravy Bath_0216.indd   1 1/24/16   9:34 AM

See why State Farm® insures more 
drivers than GEICO and Progressive 
combined. Great service, plus 
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, then 
talk to me.

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1001174.1

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA  70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

The hurricane season officially begins 
June 1. Each year the airport takes part in 
activities to prepare for different types of 
emergencies, including natural disasters 
such as hurricanes. The airport plays a 

critical role in the evacuation process as well as during recovery efforts. The 
airport’s number one priority during a storm event is the safety of the flying 
public.

With many taking summer vacations, here are some important things 
readers should know regarding the airport’s operation prior to the impact of 
a storm. If a tropical storm or hurricane is approaching our region, the air-
port will remain open to the flying public for as long as the airlines continue 
to operate commercial flights. It is important to note that the airline’s deci-
sions to cease flight operations will vary from airline to airline. Each airline 
determines when to terminate their operations, not the airport.

If you plan on traveling by air out of the region due to an impending 
storm, plan early. If you plan on traveling with pets, please make sure to 
check with the airline to see if they allow pets before you book your ticket. 
Not all of the airlines allow pets and there are federal limits as to the num-
ber of pets allowed on each flight.

If you are traveling on a scheduled flight when a storm is approaching, 
please carry some form of flight confirmation and personal identification. 
The flight confirmation can be an “email” flight confirmation, boarding pass 
or ticket receipt. If you do not have the necessary documentation, it may 
delay your entrance to the airport terminal. Before coming to the airport 
for your flight, passengers should check with your airline for information on 
any changes or updates relative to the storm event. The airport will also post 
updates as they are warranted on our website www.flymsy.com.

In the event of the impending landfall of a tropical storm or hurri-
cane to our area, necessary law enforcement will be deployed to the airport 
to ensure a secure environment and access to the airport facilities. At the 
peak of the storm, access to the airport will be restricted. It is important to 
remember that as in the past, the airport is not a public storm shelter. For 
safety reasons, the general public will not be allowed to ride out a storm at 
the airport.

The public should also take measures to be prepared in the event of 
a hurricane. Some of these necessary actions include assembling disaster 
supplies, strengthening your home and creating a hurricane plan. If you 
have not yet prepared for the possibility of a hurricane, it is not too late. 
There are several sources the public can reference in their preparation for 

Hurricane preparedness and travel tips
By Iftikhar Ahmad – Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation

Education

Superintendent Isaac G. Joseph 
shared the following message with JPPSS 
classes of 2016 during commencement 
ceremonies across Jefferson Parish dur-

ing the month of May 2016.
I told last year’s graduates to always remember their “why.” I en-

couraged them to find that foundational reason behind their passions 
and interests in life. Your “why” goes deeper than “I want to make a lot 
of money” or “I want to own a lot of nice things.” Your “why” is a personal 
belief that unearths your calling and moves you to act.

I urge you to find your “why.” But today I want to talk about the next 
step. It’s the difference between simply having dreams…and actually liv-
ing those dreams out.

Thomas Edison once said, “Opportunity is missed by most people 
because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work.”

It’s important to dream. Set grand goals. But follow those goals with 
regular, focused actions.

In his book The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, Dr. Steven Covey 

introduces the “Law of the Farm.” He wrote “The only thing that endures 
over time is the ‘Law of the Farm.’ You must prepare the ground, plant the 
seed, cultivate and water if you expect to reap the harvest.”

On the farm, there are no shortcuts. You can’t cram at the last minute 
and expect a crop to grow. Success comes from daily, disciplined effort.

Find your why…set your goals…develop a plan to get there…and 
do the work!

The people who truly set themselves apart from the pack are those 
with the discipline to turn those big ideas into successful actions.

Congratulations and good luck, Class of 2016!   

Isaac G. Joseph is the first African American superintendent of the 
Jefferson Parish Public School System (JPPSS); the largest and most di-
verse school district in Louisiana serving 48,000 students. During his 30 
year career with the district, Joseph served as an educator, dean of stu-
dent services, principal, assistant superintendent of human resources 
and executive director of grants and federal programs.

A message to 2016 graduates
By Isaac G. Joseph – Jefferson Parish Public School System Superintendent

emergencies. The New Orleans Office of Homeland Security and Emergen-
cy Preparedness’s NOLA Ready initiative offers information and resources 
to the public to be ready in the event of a hurricane. On their website, www.
nola.gov/ready, citizens can sign up for emergency alerts and city-assisted 
evacuation to be better prepared when a disaster occurs. 

As you consider summer travels, the airport has several new non-stop 
vacation destinations to choose from. GLO, a New Orleans-owned and-
based public charter, recently announced that they will offer flights to Des-
tin-Fort Walton Beach, Florida, on select dates starting June 24. Passengers 
can get to this favorite beach destination for a weekend or weeklong get-
away with a short, one-hour flight onboard a comfortable Saab 340b. Spe-
cial GLOforIt fares are available now for $99, when you purchase round-trip 
travel. GLO also offers flights from New Orleans to Shreveport, Louisiana, 
Little Rock, Arkansas, and Memphis, Tennessee. Tickets are only available 
for purchase on their website www.FlyGLO.com.

With other new additions, Allegiant Air now offers flights to nine 
non-stop destinations from New Orleans. In recent months, they began 
service to Jacksonville, Florida, and Tulsa, Oklahoma, and on June 3, 
Allegiant will start flights to their newest destination St. Petersburg-
Clearwater, Florida. Allegiant is an ultra-low cost carrier that special-
izes in providing an easy and convenient way to create a memorable 
vacation experience by offering all-inclusive travel packages to its cus-
tomers. Tickets and travel packages must be purchased directly from 
Allegiant’s website www.AllegiantAir.com.     

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis Armstrong New Or-
leans International may be reached at airport@flymsy.com. Check your 
local listings for the air time of the Armstrong International Airport 30 
minute television program, “Airport Alive” or view it on the airport web-
site, www.flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link on the “News 
and Stats” page. Follow the airport on facebook.com/MSYAirport and 
twitter.com/NO_Airport. To find out how to be a volunteer at the airport, 
click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s website homepage. 

Summer time car care
By Scott Zimmerman

breakdowns happen, they can definitely be minimized by taking a few extra 
preventive maintenance steps.

The vehicle’s exterior also can be damaged by sunlight, UV radiation, 
acid rain, salt, dirt and air pollution. To protect the paint and finish, ve-
hicles should be washed weekly and waxed every six months.   

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, 
Inc., a family-owned and operated full-service tire and automotive shop, 
located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-
5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday and 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on 
Saturdays. Scotty’s website is www.scottystireandauto.com.

Zimmerman
 from previous page

Important weather-related updates
Immediately posted on city’s website

 www.kenner.la.us
 and on Kenner’s Facebook page

 https://www.facebook.com/officialcityofkennergovernment
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Entertainment
Treasure Chest keeps it cool this June
By Lisa Gares – Treasure Chest Casino Marketing Manager

Summer is almost here! That 
means it’s time to beat the heat with a 
trip to the lake! And while you’re here 
don’t forget to stop in to your Treasure 
Chest for some great events to keep you 
cool all month long!

Every Friday in June we’re upgrading your summer gear with 
“Cool Dollars Hot Seats!” From 7:00 p.m. to midnight, five lucky winners 
every 30 minutes will be selected to instantly win a 50 can rolling cool-
er! That’s a total of 50 winners each Friday! And since we can’t legally 
fill it up with beer for you, we’re filling it with slot dollars. Each cooler 
is filled with $50 up to $500 slot dollars!

And don’t forget Dad! We sure haven’t! Bring Dad in on Sunday, 
June 19 for our “Father’s Day Beer and BBQ Buffet!” We’re putting out 
the daddy of all buffet spreads featuring some of Dad’s BBQ favorites 
to bring the heat, then we cool things down by serving it up with an ice 

cold beer. All that along with all Dad’s favorite desserts for only $21.99!
And as if that weren’t enough…it is time! The “Progressive Pay-

day Giveaway” has grown so big that this month we absolutely, posi-

tively have to award the top prize this month. On Saturday, June 25, 20 
winners will be selected between 8:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. to win $250 
slot dollars! Then at 11:30 p.m., all qualifiers will select an envelope 

containing $250 up to $50,000 slot dollars! That’s right, one winner is 
guaranteed to go home with $50,000 slot dollars!

A new cooler, BBQ, cold beers and a whole lot of winnings. What 
better way to kick off summer and beat the heat? We look forward to 
serving you this month at Treasure Chest Casino and, as always, we’ll 
see you on the lake!

As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21 or older to en-
ter the casino and become a B Connected member. Membership is free  
and rules and restrictions apply.   

Lisa Gares is the marketing manager of Treasure Chest Casino 
which is located at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pon-
tchartrain in Laketown. For more information, visit www.treasu-
rechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

Free live entertainment at Treasure Chest Casino in June
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live enter-

tainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. 
Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 

5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is 
open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from 
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. 

The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the 
casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, 
for more information.

Below is a list of entertainment with schedule 
and times subject to change.  

Wed., June 1
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., June 2
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Foret Tradition

Fri., June 3
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

The Topcats

Sat., June 4
9:00 pm-1:00 a.m.

Flipside 

Sun., June 5
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., June 8
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., June 9
Closed Private Party

Fri., June 10
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Off the Hook

Sat., June 11
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

The Blenders

Sun., June 12
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., June 15
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., June 16
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Foret Tradition

Fri., June 17
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Witness 

Sat., June 18 
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Gina Brown & Anutha Level

Sun., June 19
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., June 22
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., June 23
Closed Private Party

Fri., June 24
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Cullen Landry  
& The Midnight Streetcar

Sat., June 25
Closed Private Party

Sun., June 26
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., June 29
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., June 30
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Seabrook

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

SMALL JOBS

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

885-0399

0213-SabellasPlumbing.indd   1 1/25/13   7:33 PM

Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
Successions, Business Transactions

Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law

Steven A. Watts
Attorney at Law

35 years  
experience

 
3925 N. I-10 Service Road • Suite 230 • Metairie

836-0811

Watts_0116.indd   1 12/26/15   1:15 PM

Hurricane forecasts typically in-
clude one of two severe weather alerts: 
A watch, issued 48 hours before the ex-
pected storm, indicates hurricane con-
ditions are possible. A warning is issued 

36 hours prior to a storm that will occur. Understanding the difference 
can help you better protect your family, home and belongings.

Stay up-to-date. Track weather reports and listen for announce-
ments from officials.

Run errands. Refuel vehicles, refill prescriptions, withdraw cash 
and stock up on essentials such as batteries, first-aid supplies, bottled 
water and non-perishables.

Prepare your home. Cover windows and doors and store lawn 
equipment, garbage cans, patio furniture and other loose outdoor items.

Review your evacuation plan. Make arrangements for pets in 
case you must go to a shelter. Check tie-downs and evacuate if you live 
in a mobile or manufactured home. Tell a friend or family member your 
plans.

During a Warning
Take final safety measures. Move valuables to higher ground and 

fill sinks, bathtubs or clean containers with extra water.
Conserve. Limit use of battery-powered devices such as cell 

phones and flashlights. Also put the fridge on its coldest temperature 
setting and avoid opening the doors more than necessary.

Evacuate. If you’re told to evacuate, lock windows and doors 
and follow the direction of local authorities. Also, if you have time, 

pack a copy of your home inventory and other important documents 
before you go.

Take shelter. Avoid leaving the house with one exception: If offi-
cials have issued an evacuation order, you should comply. When inside, 
move to interior rooms and keep away from windows and doors.

If you live in a hurricane-prone area, talk to your insurance agent 
about necessary coverage, make a basic disaster supply kit, create a 
family emergency plan and know your evacuation guidelines.

The information in this column was obtained from various sources. 
While I believe it to be reliable and accurate, I do not warrant the ac-
curacy or reliability of the information. These suggestions are not a com-
plete list of every loss control measure. The information is not intended 
to replace manuals or instructions provided by the manufacturer or the 
advice of a qualified professional. Nor is it intended to effect coverage 
under any policy. I make no guarantees of results from use of this infor-
mation. I assume no liability in connection with the information nor the 
suggestions made.    

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. 
Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select State Farm agent, is a Chartered 
Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, rent-
ers, life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s 
office is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi 
can be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit 
Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.

Hurricane watch or warning: What’s the difference? 
By Marie M. Clesi

Insurance
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Real Estate

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

  Parran’s
PO-BOYS

                                 of Kenner
Family owned and operated since 1975

2321 West Esplanade between Power & Williams
M-Th 11-7:30    Fri 11-8:30    Sat 11-8

Come Take A Gravy Bath!

Dine In or Take Out • 305-6422
www.parranspoboys.com

Parrans_Gravy Bath_0216.indd   1 1/24/16   9:34 AM

Great tips to make ten things in your home fresh and new this spring
By Linda R. Martin

Refrigerator
With the holidays and Mardi Gras 

in the not so distant past, your refrig-
erator had probably been consistently 
filled with goodies. This means it’s a 

great time for a good old purge. Clear out old leftovers and condiment 
bottles and take out the shelves for a good wipe down. You should also 
clean the dust off the condenser coil, usually found behind the the 
grill, and the ones behind the refrigerator, with the attachment hose 
of your vacuum cleaner. Finish by placing an open box of baking soda 
in the back of the refrigerator.

Carpets and rugs
Focus on the high traffic areas of your home. Start by vacuuming 

on troubled areas for 30 seconds. For those stains that have been bug-
ging you, blot a cloth with a stain remover, let it sit for five minutes, 
then blot with a fresh, dry cloth.

Flooring
For kitchen floors, wax or apply a sealer following directions on 

the bottle. The easiest way is to use a combination wash and wax floor 
cleaner. For hardwood floors, apply a wood cleaner and a liquid or 
paste polish to clean and then finish with a new wax coating.

Window blinds
If you have wooden blinds, put a couple of drops of gentle wood 

cleaner on a semi-dry sponge and give them a good wipe down. For 
aluminum blinds, take them outside and place on a sheet. Use a cloth 
and a non-corrosive cleaner, then hose them down and dry.

Windows
While we tend to focus on the inside, start on the outside panes 

of your windows and then move inside. You can simply use standard 
Windex with a cloth or windshield squeegee, then rinse.

Curtains/drapes
There are two ways to attack this, by vacuuming or steaming. If 

you choose to vacuum curtains/drapes, vacuum from top to bottom. 
Then wipe down with a lint roller for any excess dust or pet hair. If you 
see any stains on washable fabrics, simply spot clean. For linen, satin 
or silk, take these to the dry cleaners

Garbage cans
Inevitably, you’ve smelled the foul odor coming from your trash 

can, but it’s one of those things that fall to the bottom of the list. You 
can fight this somewhat with odor eliminating trash bags, but spring 
is a good time for a full cleaning. Take your cans outside, hose them 
down and dry upside down. Once dry, sprinkle some baking soda at 
the bottom of the can to fight odors.

Bedding
Strip the beds of all sheets and pillows and air out for several 

hours. Thoroughly launder all washable linens and then vacuum your 
mattress and bedsprings. Sprinkle some baking soda or odor elimina-
tor before re-making the beds.

Light bulbs
This is one you may not think of, but it is important. Unscrew the 

bulbs and clean with a microfiber cloth. For hard to reach spots, use 
an adjustable duster.

Ceiling fans
While you’re cleaning light bulbs, give your fans a good dusting 

as well. Also, it’s important for your home’s efficiency to switch the di-
rection your blades turn. For the summer months, the blades should 
be moving counter-clockwise as you look up at the fan. This will help 
lower the temperature of the room.   

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be reached 
at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors office located at 4140 Wil-
liams Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local indepen-
dently owned and operated company. Visit the company website at 
www.gardnerrealtors.com.

Home

Cleaning the outside of your home 
with a high pressure washer can be con-
venient; however, there are a number of 
things for you to consider before getting 

started. The force of the water can do damage to the outside of your home. 
It can blast off paint, screens can be shredded, vinyl siding damaged or 
knocked loose, double pane windows can have their seals broken causing 
fogging between the two layers of glass, etc.

The strong force of a high pressure washer can also deteriorate 
stucco, brick and mortar. This can cause mold problems within your walls. 
If you have a wood frame house with any kind of wood siding (clapboards, 
shiplap, board and batten, shingles, Hardie board), there is a chance 
that washing your house with a high pressure washer will shoot water 
up under the siding, potentially soaking wall cavities, insulation and wir-
ing. Streaks on siding from high pressure washing can be hard to correct. 
Remember water can easily find its way into your home’s gaps and cracks 
when using a high pressure washer.

Painters will try to shorten their preparation time by using a high 
pressure washer, i.e., 2,500 to 3,000 pounds per square inch (psi) up close 
to the siding, putting holes and gouges in wood and damaging the siding 
finish. Removing paint, especially older lead paint should not be done 
with a pressure washer to prevent paint chips from flying in the air and 
on the ground. If pressure washing is done in preparation of painting it is 
important that time is allowed for the wood to dry out or you will be trap-

ping moisture under the new paint. Wait at least 48 hours before painting.
Water driven behind vinyl siding at lap joints and corners can cause 

wood rot in older homes that do have a vapor barrier. There are many 
houses that have vinyl siding nailed directly to wood sheathing and soffits 
without a vapor barrier.

If you do decide to power wash your house, we recommend using a 
lower pressure 1,200 psi washer and wide stream nozzle, staying at least 
24 inches away from home. While power washing you should not spray 
upwards, under siding laps and flashing and don’t get too close to gutters. 
Be careful to angle the spray away from doors, windows and vents, espe-
cially soffit vents. It can be dangerous to spray outdoor electrical outlets, 
the area around the electrical service entrance, central air conditioner 
and the lines and conduit feeding the meter. Never pressure wash hard-
board house siding because the moisture will damage the surface.

Here is a word of caution. High pressure washers expel water so 
forcefully that it can seriously injure a person. Safety precautions includ-
ing gloves and eye protection must be worn at all times.

High pressure washers at 2,000 to 3,000 psi can be used when clean-
ing driveways, stone patios and metal patio furniture. Lower pressure 
washers are 1,250 to 2,000 psi and can be used on decks and railings. 
Wood and vinyl fences are best cleaned at a medium pressure.

The safest way to clean and prepare the exterior of your home, es-
pecially the wood portions, is to use a regular garden hose with a spray 
nozzle along with an extension pole and a nylon scrub brush.    

Cleaning the exterior of your home
By Dan Dormady

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and li-
censed home inspector and the president of Criterium-Dormady En-
gineers, a locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in 
residential and commercial building inspection services. Dormady 
can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, 
or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ web-
site is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Government
$1.3 million in refunds from Jefferson Parish Red Light 
Camera Program now can be collected

Anyone who has paid a ticket through the Jefferson Parish red light 
camera program can check the “Unclaimed Property Program” within the 
Louisiana Department of the Treasury for a refund, according to State Trea-
surer John Kennedy.

Thousands of motorists were ticketed in the red light camera pro-
gram. Class action litigation resulted in refunds, but not every motorist 
cashed the check.

“We recently deposited nearly $1.3 million in uncashed refund checks 
from the class action settlement into our Unclaimed Property Program,” 

said Kennedy. “More than 50,000 people are owed money from red light 
camera tickets. Their names have been loaded into our database. Call us or 
search online to see if you’re owed money.”

People owed money either paid a ticket or paid the ticket and added 
fees after going to court. Most people are entitled to a refund of $23.18.

Kennedy encourages Louisiana residents to search for missing mon-
ey online at www.LATreasury.com or call the Treasury’s toll-free hotline at 
1-888-925-4127 on Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.  
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Latin American News

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads

Learn Leadership Skills

Be A Confident Public Speaker

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

The Executive 
Achievers Association meets 

for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Thursday, June 9 & June 23
at Messina’s Catering, 

2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

EAA_0616.indd   1 5/28/16   10:29 PM

http://Events.KennerBusinessAssociation.com  
Contact: Networking@KennerBusinessAssociation.com

Informational Message: (504) 575-3522

Event Information and RSVP:

JOIN US FOR FOOD AND FUN HOSTED BY:
AMY FALCON INSURANCE AGENCY

Bring LOTS of business cards and mingle with fellow business leaders!
JUNE NETWORKING - THURSDAY JUNE 23

5:30PM - 7:30PM

5:30PM - 7:30PM 2628 DAVID DRIVE

6th Kenner Hispanic Summer Fest to be held in June    
By Rafael E. Saddy

The Kenner His-
panic Summer Fest, 
Celebración Hispana 
de Kenner, in collabo-
ration with Gala Music, 

sponsors and vendors, honors the rich and diverse 
Hispanic legacy with its annual summer event. The 
6th annual fest will be celebrated on Saturday, June 11 
and Sunday, June 12, 2016, at Kenner’s Laketown. The 
lineup includes international and local performers 
including Los Hermanos Rosario, an emblematic me-
rengue music band from the Dominican Republic. The 
band recorded their first single, “Maria Guayando,” in 
1980 and have taken their music all over America and 
Europe, including Carnegie Hall, Madison Square Gar-
den, Lincoln Center, Radio City Music Hall including 
performing abroad in London, Madrid, Amsterdam, 
Brussels, Zurich and Berlin.

Rey Ruiz, another international headliner, will 
also perform at the summer fest. Ruiz is a salsa singer 
from Cuba who reached international fame across 
Latin America, Europe and among Hispanic music 
fans in the United States. Ruiz performed in the well-
known “Cabaret Tropicana” music group.

Joining the international talent will be several 
local bands and performers.

All the past fests have been very successful with 
the generous support of local businesses, corporations 
and volunteers. Fest organizers are offering a chance 
to help with the tradition and growth of this culturally 
rich event by encouraging joining as an organization 

member and/or sponsor to be able to showcase and 
share the Hispanic rich culture with all in the com-
munity.

The event will include colorful activities for the 
whole family including Latin food, live music, dances, 
crafts and games for the kids.

The event is open to the public and chairs are 
welcome. No outside food and drink, coolers, back-
packs, duffle bags or thermoses are allowed at the fest. 
Only service animal pets required for medical reasons 
will be allowed in the park. An admission donation of 
$3 per adult will be collected to help defer the cost of 
festival. For more information on the event or about 
sponsorships, please call 487-4439, 850-766-4602 or 
466-1483.

Emergency preparedness
The 2016 hurricane season is here and emer-

gencies or disasters could, individually or in combina-
tion, create dire conditions to us varying in scope and 
intensity from causing minimal damage locally, in a 
multi-parish or state-wide area with the possibility of 
extensive devastation and loss of life.

In an effort to assist the Hispanic community to 
better prepare themselves, listed below are several of 
the key organizations that offer bilingual services that 
can refer you to the appropriate organization for as-
sistance.

American Red Cross: 620-3105 - Nation’s pre-
mier emergency response organization.

Attorney General State Office: 225-326-6386 - 
Consumer complaints, crime, health issues, charities 

and more.
Hispanic Apostolate: 457-3462 - Provides many 

bilingual social services to Hispanics and other immi-
grants in the New Orleans area.

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (HCCL): 885-
4262 - HCCL has recognized the new challenges that 
face Hispanics who have moved into the region and 
are predominantly engaged in rebuilding the area.

Kenner Emergency Preparedness Office: 
Doug Dodt, 471-2100.

Jefferson Parish Emergency Management Of-
fice: 349-5360.

Louisiana state agency contact information: 
Louisiana Department of Transportation 225-379-
1232; Louisiana State Police Road Closure 1-800-469-
74828 and Governor’s Office of Homeland Security 
1-800-469-4828.

New Orleans Parish Emergency Prepared-
ness Office: 311 or 1-877-286-6431.

Community Announcements
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center 

offers various programs as well as access to informa-
tion and referrals for all sorts of issues. For informa-
tion call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable chan-
nel 76 or U-verse channel 99) has Hispanic TV pro-
grams every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 
8:00 p.m. For more information and program schedule, 
go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner TV 
logo.

I leave you with this thought. “We are our culture 
and tradition; if there is no culture or tradition we are 
no one.”    

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for 
the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana 
(LACAL) and serves on the governing board of direc-
tors of Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy 
at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should 
be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

CITY OF KENNER

Important Emergency Contacts

Kenner City Hall 468-7200 LA State Trooper 471-2775

Kenner Police 712-2222 OR 911 Jeff Parish Sheriff 363-5500

Kenner Fire 467-2211 OR 911 Entergy 1-800-968-8213

Public Works 468-7515 Atmos 1-888-322-8667

Code Enforcement 468-4068 Water Dept 736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage) 468-7292 Red Cross (Local) 620-3105

HURRICANE  
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS  

CHECKLIST
Things to include in your family’s emergency readiness kit

Flashlight & extra batteries
Bottled water

First aid kit & prescription medication
Evacuation route maps

Canned food & a non-electric can opener
Special items for infants, elderly or disabled family members

Utility knife, shut off wrench & pliers
Access to battery powdered radio
Extra pair of glasses & sunglasses

Personal items
Pet food

Clothing & bedding
Car keys & keys to the place you may be going

Important papers including ID, Social Security cards, insurance policies,  
birth & marriage certificates, wills, deeds & copies of recent tax returns
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Community
Third graders at Kenner Discovery School donate to Kenner Food Bank

Kenner Councilwoman-at-large Maria DeFrancesch, Kenner Community Development 
Director Arleeta Terrell and Acting Kenner Mayor Michael Sigur accept a check from 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy third graders. The donated funds raised by 
the children will support Kenner’s Food Bank.

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate 
Title Transfers 
Refinances

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages 
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Expert closing assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this

We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie • 830-7979 • FAX 831-2609
Randy Lovitt

Century Title_0515.indd   1 4/26/15   6:13 PM

Acting Kenner Mayor Michael Sigur and Ken-
ner Community Development Director Arleeta Ter-
rell visited the Kenner Discovery Health Sciences 
Academy on May 25, 2016, to receive a donation for 
the city’s food bank from the school’s third graders.

The children raised more than $1,000 through 
the “Empty Bowl Project.” Third graders made their 
own bowls out of clay, then painted them and sold 
them earlier this month during “Empty Bowl Night.”

“This is a fantastic lesson for the kids – helping 
others who are less fortunate and being aware that 
the next meal so many of us takes for granted is not 
guaranteed for many people,” Sigur said.

Terrell expressed to the kids the importance 
of their work and the help it will provide to real 
families, facing real needs on a daily basis in Kenner. 

“What you have learned and accomplished with your 
‘Empty Bowl Project’ is unlike anything I have seen 
kids your age do before. It brings tears to my eyes,” 
Terrell said.

The idea to teach third graders about the prob-

lems of hunger – not only throughout the world but 
also locally – began in partnership with St. Martin 
Episcopal School’s Idea Lab for Innovation and De-
sign, said Discovery Assistant Head of School Sharon 
Preen.

Discovery Third grade teacher Aimee Gilberti 
said she and other third grade teachers presented 
lessons about the scope of the hunger issue and 
asked for a solution to the problem. The result was 
the May 17 “Empty Bowl Night,” where parents and 
teachers bid on the bowls made by the kids after 
hearing speeches about hunger and the importance 
of helping to keep the Kenner Food Bank stocked.

Kenner Discovery is an open-enrollment pub-
lic charter school servicing students in prekinder-
garten through eighth grade. This August, Kenner 
Discovery will welcome its first 9th grade class. For 
more information about Kenner Discovery, visit 
www.discoveryhsf.org. The school is located at 2504 
Maine Avenue in Kenner.  

On May 19, 2016, the Kenner City Council unani-
mously approved an ordinance allowing for Kenner 
Discovery Health Sciences Academy’s charter school 
to lease city-owned space to move its early childhood 
center from the school’s main campus to Kenner’s Ri-
vertown.

The two-year lease agreement is for $200 a month 
and will start in the upcoming fall school year. The early 
childhood center will utilize space in Rivertown’s Ex-
hibition Hall, the former Saints Hall of Fame museum 
next door, the former Native American Museum and 

parts of the Science Center and atrium.
After renovations are complete, the early child-

hood center will include six classrooms for prekinder-
garten and kindergarten students.

Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy is a 
Type 1 charter school authorized by the Jefferson Par-
ish Public School System and will offer prekindergarten 
through ninth grade during the 2016-2017 school year. 
Its main campus is located at 2504 Maine Avenue.

For more information on Kenner Discovery Health 
Sciences Academy, visit www.discoveryhsf.org.  

Discovery’s charter school’s early childhood 
center moves to new location in Rivertown

A nearly $1 million drainage project on 
Millsaps Place between Tulane Drive and West 
Louisiana State Drive began on May 16, 2016, 
and is expected to take about six months to 
complete, Kenner Public Works Director Jose 
Gonzalez said.

The project is part of the Statewide Flood 
Control Program and is part of a three-phase 
project to improve drainage in the area. Phase 
I, which was completed several months ago, im-
proved the areas along Galan Drive and Hooper 
Drive. Design for Phase III, which covers Tulane 
Drive between Kilgore Place and Houston Place, 

is expected to begin soon, Gonzalez said.
Subterranean Construction, LLC submit-

ted a low bid of $969,807 for the project, which 
calls for 90 percent funding from the state and 
a 10 percent match from Kenner. Portions of 
the street will be closed to accommodate the 
project.

Work will be limited to 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. on week days. Gonzalez said Kenner’s Pub-
lic Works Department will be assisting the con-
tractor in an effort to minimize complaints and 
inconveniences to motorists and residents.   

Drainage project on Millsaps Place to take six 
months to complete

Responding to complaints, Kenner Inspec-
tion and Code Enforcement Department inspec-
tors discovered 77 violations during a sweep 
Thursday morning in the area of the 1600 block of 
Newport and 42 streets, officials said.

The violations include two abandoned ve-
hicles, two buildings needing maintenance, two 
fascia and soffit issues, five fences needing repair, 
eight issues of high grass, seven cases of litter or 
debris, 14 unsafe electrical conditions, one unsafe 

plumbing conditions, six unsafe mechanical condi-
tions, three issues involving windows and screens, 
one vermin or rodent problems, three addresses 
needed and 23 garbage can violations.

Kenner Code Enforcement Director Stephen 
Petit said it’s important that residents know that 
complaints are taken seriously – whether the 
problem is due to a local landlord or an out-of-
town property owner.   

Code sweep uncovers 77 violations

Photo by Barry Sprague

Future home of Kenner Discovery Health Science Academy’s Early Childhood Center

Government

Government
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24-hour electricAl service
7 Days A Week

We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE

BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE

LICENSED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED      OWNER RONNIE BELLACI

Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council
 from page 1

An orientation for new members will be held 
June 1 and they will be inducted at the June 2, 2016, 
Kenner City Council meeting at 5:15 p.m.

The new members will join existing members 
Madeline Puente, St. Mary’s Dominican; Destiny 
David, Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies; Dan-
iel Lau, Riverdale; Danial Abbas, Riverdale; Gerald 
Aviles, Holy Cross; Vanessa Barrios, Mount Carmel 
Academy and Brenda Hebert, Archbishop Chapelle.

The 20-member youth council was established 
three years ago to give Kenner teens an up-close look 
at local government and the ability to make a differ-
ence in their hometown. Since 2013, Kenner elected 
officials have welcomed feedback from the youth 
council on a variety of issues.

Members can be between 14 and 19 years old 
and must live in Kenner but can be home-schooled 
or attend any high school in the metro area.

“This is a diverse and extremely talented group 
of young people,” said Leon, “I am excited for them 
to learn more about Kenner and local government 
and to make choices on ways in which to help their 
home town. We are pleased that the Mayor’s Youth 
Advisory Council continues to attract interest from 
some of the top high school students in the New 
Orleans area,” Leon said. “Our returning members 
are eager to meet and begin working with the new 
members to have an impact in the community.”

Anyone with questions about the youth council 
can contact Leon at 468-7240 or email MYAC@ken-
ner.la.us.  

Airport
GLO to begin new service to Destin-Fort Walton Beach from New Orleans

Starting on June 24, 2016, GLO will offer 
seasonal, non-stop service from Louis Armstrong 
International Airport (MSY) to Destin-Fort Wal-
ton Beach Airport (VPS). Service will be offered 
on Mondays and Fridays on select dates through 
September 5, 2016. Introductory “GLOForIt” fares 
are now being offered at $99 (round-trip required) 
with tax, fees and three checked bags included.

GLO is a New Orleans-owned and based 
startup public charter operator that began service 
in November 2015. GLO provides non-stop service 

to Little Rock, Arkansas, Memphis, Tennessee, 
and Shreveport, Louisiana. GLO’s public charter 
flights are operated by Corporate Flight Manage-
ment, Inc. onboard a 30-passenger Saab 340B 
aircraft. To take advantage of this great deal or to 
book flights to the other destinations GLO offers, 
you must purchase tickets directly from www.Fly-
GLO.com. Check GLO’s website for flight schedule 
arrival and departure times.

“We look forward to this new destination as 
GLO, our home-grown carrier, continues to offer 

convenient, direct flights to new regional destina-
tions from New Orleans,” said New Orleans Mayor 
Mitch Landrieu. “GLO’s vision of connecting the 
region will enhance travel to and from our city.”

“We are proud to see GLO continue to grow at 
Armstrong International,” said New Orleans Avia-
tion Board Chairwoman Cheryl Teamer. “Their 
success is proving that regional travelers need 
more travel options, and air travel is a more effi-
cient and advantageous method.”

“This service gives the community an opportu-

nity to conveniently travel by air to this great vaca-
tion destination,” stated New Orleans Councilman 
Jared Brossett, chair of the transportation and 
aviation committee.

Iftikhar Ahmad, director of aviation for Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport said, 

“We are pleased to see GLO’s continued success at 
the airport as they begin travel to their fourth des-
tination from New Orleans.”  

Allegiant Air begins non-stop service from New Orleans to Tulsa
On May 26, 2016, Allegiant Air launched 

service to New Orleans’ newest non-stop destina-
tion – Tulsa, Oklahoma. This new non-stop flight 
departs twice-weekly on Thursdays and Sundays 
from Louis Armstrong New Orleans International 
Airport to Tulsa International Airport (TUL). With 
this inaugural flight, Allegiant offers non-stop 
service to seven destinations from New Orleans 

–Cincinnati, OH, Columbus, OH, Indianapolis, IN, 
Jacksonville, FL, Orland/Sanford, FL, Pittsburgh, 
PA, and Tulsa, OK. Allegiant will start another non-
stop route from New Orleans to an additional new 
destination St. Petersburg-Clearwater, Florida, on 
June 3, 2016.

Allegiant Air offers ultra-low cost fares and 
travel deals to each destination they serve. Travel 

packages can be customized to fit each passen-
ger’s needs, offering hotel accommodations, rental 
car options and tickets to exciting attractions at 
your destination. Allegiant’s ultra-low cost fares 
and discounted travel deals can only be found by 
visiting their website at www.Allegiant.com.

“Allegiant’s service continues to boost the 
New Orleans economy by offering affordable 
flights to visitors from all over the country,” said 
New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu. “We appre-
ciate Allegiant’s commitment to growing in New 
Orleans.”

“Since commencing service at Armstrong 
International, Allegiant has been a vital part of 
travel to and from New Orleans,” said New Or-
leans Aviation Board Chairwoman Cheryl Teamer. 

“Allegiant is helping to foster tourism in the city by 
bringing people from cities that formerly had no 
direct flights to New Orleans.”

“Destinations such as Tulsa are helping make 
travel easier and more efficient for travelers,” said 
New Orleans Councilman Jared Brossett, chair of 
the transportation and aviation committee. “By of-
fering flights from one point to another, Allegiant 
has given more people greater accessibility to our 

city.”
“Since starting service at Armstrong Inter-

national in 2015, Allegiant has seen exponential 
growth in New Orleans,” said Iftikhar Ahmad, 
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Air-
port Director of Aviation. “Their business model 
can sustain access for New Orleans into markets 
that other airlines may not be able to provide and 
Tulsa is prime example of those cities.”  

Business

Simon Property Group, a global leader in re-
tail real estate, has announced that local retailers, 
#Hashtag, I’m Tai’Lored and Inspire, recently opened 
at The Esplanade mall.

#Hashtag, a trend-setting boutique for men, 
is now open in the lower level on the Target side of 
mall’s center court. The 3,100 square foot retailer of-
fers shoppers a wide variety of sizes and styles from 
brands such as Hudson Outerwear, Embellish, Jordan 
Craig and more. #Hashtag also carries accessories and 
a small selection of women’s apparel.

Mall administration officials said I’m Tai’Lored 
offers a fun and fashionable environment for women 
to shop for trendy looks at affordable prices. Accesso-
ries to finish outfits can be found in sizes ranging from 
small to 3X. The 750 square foot retailer can be found 

on the upper level near the food court.
Accessories and swimwear brand Inspire is now 

open on the upper level of the mall near the Great 
American Cookie Company in a 1,750 square-foot 
space. In addition to accessories and handbags, the 
retailer also carries swimwear.

“We are thrilled to welcome so many great addi-
tions to The Esplanade” said Nikki Buxton, director 
of marketing and business development at The Es-
planade. “We value our role in the Kenner community 
and are always looking for ways we can enhance our 
visitor’s experience.”

For more information, please call the manage-
ment office at 617-4024 or visit www.simon.com/
mall/the-esplanade.  

The Esplanade welcomes three local tenants
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business or individuals who would like to par-
ticipate in sculpture donations to Kenner,” said 
Shane.

In launching the 2030 Plan, Kenner officials 
have said beautifying major corridors can help to 
both retain current residents and to attract new 
residents in the future.

Acting Kenner Mayor Michael Sigur said it 
only makes sense that people will have an extra 
sense of pride when their home town stands out 
from the crowd. “As we get more and more sculp-
tures installed, Kenner is establishing a unique 
identity that can only benefit the city,” said Sigur.

One of the newly installed pieces is called 
“Winking Cardinal 2016” by Jeffie Brewer from 
Nacogdoches, Texas. It is constructed in steel 
and is powder-coated painted. The sculpture is 
eight feet high, over seven inches wide and sits 
on a four-foot, two-inch base.

The other sculpture, “Consolations   Les-
sons Learned,” by Wayne Amedee, is constructed 
in automotive-painted aluminum. The piece is 
144 inches high with a 46 inch square base and 
weighs 1,000 pounds. Amedee, a local award 
winning artist who is represented by the Octa-
via Gallery, has an artistic career spanning four 
decades.  

Sculptures
 from page 1

deployed in the field, if necessary. The computers 
will allow the city’s incident management team to 
communicate more effectively, track personnel and 
resources and maintain accurate records needed 
for FEMA reimbursement.

As part of the city’s hurricane preparedness 
upgrade, a FEMA grant was obtained to complete 
storm enhancement improvements on the building 
that houses Kenner’s Emergency Operations Cen-
ter as well as the city’s public works and planning 
departments. The building, City Hall Annex D, is lo-
cated at 1610 Reverend Richard Wilson Drive, and 
will be a safer place for city employees to shelter in 
the event of a storm. The EOC is utilized by adminis-
trative staff and first responders who remain during 
hurricanes and major storms to address emergency 
conditions. Improvements to the EOC will ensure 
that the city’s incident management team, police, 
fire fighters, public works and recreation employ-
ees will have a safe house that will protect them so 
they can direct emergency responses and recovery 
operations in the event of a major storm. Starting 
in 2014, FEMA grants allowed for storm shutter 
improvements to be made to the building. The cur-
rent storm enhancement work, including enclosing 
open stairwells, is expected to be completed late 

Hurricane preparedness
 from page 1

For the upcoming fiscal year Kenner’s cash re-
serve fund, or fund balance, is expected to increase 
from approximately 10 percent to 11 percent of the 
operating budget.

The Kenner City Council is expected to vote 
on approval of the final budget at its June 2, 2016 
meeting.

The making of a Kenner city annual fiscal year 
budget, which begins July 1 and ends June 30 of each 
year, is a long, involved process that stretches from 
early February to when the council approves it, man-
dated by city charter by June 15.

There are many steps in the process of develop-
ing the city’s annual fiscal budget that begin in the 
offices of Kenner’s Finance Department and culmi-
nates in June.

First, in early February, the finance depart-
ment requests each city department to prepare a 
proposed budget for the coming year and provides 
the departments with the information to use in pre-
paring their requests. Each department is provided a 
monthly report that shows its current year’s budget 
and the amount of dollars the department has spent 
so far for the year. Each department is provided with 
forms to be utilized to prepare their proposed budget 
and are required to prepare their proposed budget 

along with estimates for the remainder of the cur-
rent year.

The finance department also prepares a projec-
tion of city revenues for the coming fiscal year. This 
includes income from such sources as sales taxes, 
property taxes and Treasure Chest Casino collections.

By late March, the mayor and his administra-
tion have met with each department head and re-
viewed their proposed budget for consideration. The 
administration also meets with council members to 
get their input on the budget.

With the requested information in hand, the 
administration, working with the department heads, 
forge a proposed budget that is presented by May 1 
to the Kenner City Council by the mayor on behalf of 
his administration.

In May, the city council begins to hold hearings 
on each department’s budget. They question depart-
ment heads and the administration on how the city 
of Kenner is going to spend its proposed budgeted 
money in the upcoming fiscal year. The public is in-
vited to attend the council’s hearings. Residents of 
Kenner will get to have their say about the budget at 
the council meeting in which the council votes on the 
budget, expected to be June 2 this year.

It is common for the council to make amend-
ments to the budget before approving it.

It has never happened, but if the council failed 

to approve a budget by June 15, the city charter says 
“it shall be presumed to have adopted the budget sub-
mitted by the mayor.” No mayor in Kenner’s modern 
history has ever vetoed a council-approved budget. 
But if the mayor did veto the budget, the council 

could override the veto with a “super-majority” of five 
votes. If the council could not muster five votes to 
override the veto, the veto would stand and “it shall 
be presumed to have adopted the budget submitted 
by the mayor.”  

City budget
 from page 1

later, may select the tab “Already Have an Account” 
to apply. Businesses that need to set-up a new ac-
count should select “Click Here to Get Started.” The 
next screen provides the terms of use. To agree, click 

“I Accept.” Subsequent screens provide instructions 
for the remainder of the application process.

It is important to keep usernames and pass-

words on file in order to update and re-enter busi-
ness accounts in the future.

Anyone needing assistance using the website 
should click on the “Email the Program Director” 
link in the upper right corner. Any questions or con-
cerns regarding Jefferson Parish’s Re-entry Program 
should be directed to Chris Cambre with the Jeffer-
son Parish Emergency Management Department at 
349-5360 or email ccambre@jeffparish.net.   

Re-entry placards
 from page 1

this year.
In a further upgrade, the city has used a fed-

eral grant to obtain seven Motorola Apex 4000 hand-
held radios and two IMPRES multi-unit changing 
stations. In the event of an emergency, the hand-
held radios will become part of the city’s commu-
nications system, connecting administrators, police, 
fire fighters, emergency medical technicians and 
public works employees, despite high winds, rain 
and flooding, with the largest statewide radio sys-
tem in the country.

In the event of a mandatory evacuation, many 
businesses will need to return to the city once the 
danger has passed to re-open their businesses and 
restore vital services citizens will need for repair 
and rebuilding. A business owner who seeks to 
return to the city after a storm must have a Jef-
ferson Parish re-entry placard for themselves and 
re-entry placards for employees. Business owners 
who have previously had placards need to renew 
them this year. Business owners who don’t have 
re-entry placards and need them should check with 
the Jefferson Parish Office of Emergency Manage-
ment, visit the Jefferson Parish Re-Entry Program 
site at http://placards.jumpstartjefferson.com or 
call 349-5360.

An important development in recent years is 
a system of using text messages to citizens regard-

ing community alerts. Jefferson Parish, for example, 
has instituted an electronic community alert sys-
tem to notify citizens in the event of an emergency, 
such as an approaching hurricane or severe storm 
system. These systems have the capability to send 
text alerts to email accounts, cellular phones, pag-
ers, smart phones and other hand-held devices. To 
learn more about this community alert system, visit 
JPAlert on your computer. The city of Kenner Mobile 
App provides alerts and directories of information 
on municipal services. The Kenner Police Depart-
ment Mobile App provides updates on Kenner-re-
lated crime, traffic, road and lane closures. Citizens 
can download either app for free on Apple and An-
droid devices.  
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