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Six state constitutional amendments to be voted on

Kenner mayoral and councilman-at-large positions on presidential ballot
When Kenner voters go to the polls on November
8, 2016 to vote for president of the United States, a U.S.
Senator and a U.S. House Representative for the First
Congressional District, they will also locally be able to
elect a new mayor and a new councilman-at-large for
the city of Kenner. Six proposed Louisiana constitutional amendments are on the ballot as well.
Kenner District 1 Councilman Gregory W. Carroll,
Kenner Councilwoman-at-large Maria DeFrancesch,

NOVEMBER 8 SAMPLE BALLOT
See page 20
AMENDMENTS EXPLAINED
See page 21
“Al” Morella, Kenner District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud and Jefferson Parish District 4 Councilman “Ben”

Kenner Food Bank
donations especially
needed during holidays

Zahn will be on the ballot for the position of Kenner
mayor to fulfill the unexpired term of former Kenner
Mayor Michael S. Yenni, who was elected as Jefferson
Parish president last year. Kenner District 2 Councilman Michael Sigur has served as acting Kenner mayor
since January and will continue to serve until a new
mayor is sworn in.
Gregory W. Carroll, a Democrat, was first elected
in 2009 to the Kenner Council City to fulfill the unex-

pired term of Marc E. Johnson, who won a race for
appellate judge for the Louisiana 5th Circuit Court.
Carroll was re-elected in 2010 for his first full term and
re-elected again in 2014. Carroll works for the Orleans
Parish Sheriff Office as program director of the incarcerated population.
DeFrancesch, a Republican, retired after a 35year career with the Jefferson Parish Public School
page 21

Santa Claus to open Christmas Village in
Kenner’s Rivertown
The city of Kenner’s Christmas Village in
Rivertown will open on Saturday, November 26,
2016 at 5:30 p.m. Acting Kenner Mayor Michael
Sigur will greet Santa and light up the village as it
is transformed into a winter wonderland created
with a snow machine.
“Reverend Dr. Mitchell J. Stevens, Sr., pastor of Pilgrim Baptist Church in Kenner, located
at 2114 Reverend Richard Wilson Drive, has graciously offered the services of the church’s adult

In Kenner, it is traditional that the city’s food
bank gets inundated with more requests than usual
during the winter holidays. Kenner Community Development Director Arleeta Terrell says each month
there are many Kenner families that are short of
cash and can’t afford to go food shopping and especially so during Thanksgiving and Christmas. “We
page 22

and children’s choir, the bells choir, as well as liturgical dancers, for opening night at Kenner’s Magical
Christmas Village,” said Heidi R. Glorioso, Kenner
Planetarium and Megadome Cinema Manager. “The
page 22

New state-of-the-art senior living community East Jefferson lakefront levee lift project
ture and are part of routine maintenance to keep
set to open in Kenner in spring 2017
begins
the levees at a height of approximately 17 feet. LoBy Allan Katz

Called Inspired Living at Kenner, the new
104,000 square foot community will offer a wide
variety of amenities on a 10-acre site located at
3801 Loyola Drive, behind Ochsner Medical CenterKenner.
Daniel J. Ritter, a Kenner native who will serve
as executive director, says Inspired Living will offer

the latest technical advances to assure resident
safety and enjoyment as well as amenities such as
a serene pond with pier, swimming pool with tiki
bar, fenced dog park, putting greens, expansive
courtyards and landscaped walking paths.
Inspired Living at Kenner is being developed
page 23

On September 28, 2016, the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority-East (SLFPA-E)
and the East Jefferson Levee District (EJLD) held
an informational meeting at the Kenner City Park
Pavilion to discuss the three-phase East Jefferson
Lakefront Levee Lift project. SLFPA-E and EJLD
representatives presented project details, distributed informational materials and answered resident’s questions about the project.
Kenner Acting Mayor Michael Sigur praised
Flood Protection and Levee District officials for
reaching out to the public well in advance of the
start of work. “There will be some impact from this
project, particularly with regard to the lakefront
bike path, so making sure everyone is aware of
what will be going on is a top priority.”
The levee lifts are a $10 million investment
in East Jefferson’s flood risk reduction infrastruc-

cal soil conditions result in settling over time and
maintaining the levee on a regular basis enhances
flood risk reduction. For this lift, vegetation and organic material will be removed from the levees and
approximately one to two feet of clay will be added.
Levee lifts will mitigate subsidence, account for sea
level rise and maintain levee accreditation.
“We are committed to ensuring continual improvement to the flood risk reduction system for the
citizens on the east bank of Jefferson Parish,” said
SLFPA-E President Joe Hassinger.” Enhanced flood
risk reduction will support stable and possibly lower
flood insurance premiums and coverage requirements in Jefferson Parish. Levee lifts performed
prior to the upcoming U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
levee armoring project will extend levee life and
save local tax dollars.
page 23
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Kenner’s Magical

On Saturday, November 26, 2016, Santa Claus
will be coming to town…the town of Kenner that is!

Acting Kenner Mayor Michael Sigur will greet Santa and switch on the lights to the
Christmas Village in Rivertown while falling snow creates a winter wonderland.
Christmas music will fill the air and food and drinks will be available for purchase...
Kenner’s Christmas Village, with snow falling nightly, will be open every Friday, Saturday and
Sunday from November 26 through December 18 from 5:30pm-8:30pm and Santa will be available
for pictures every day the Christmas Village is open. Admission and parking are free.
On Fridays, December 2, 9, and 16 the Kenner Planetarium and MegaDome Cinema,
located at 2020 Fourth Street in Rivertown, will be open for a special musical
laser light show, “Laser Holidays,” at 7:00 p.m. There will be a discounted
admission of $4 per person and tickets may be purchased at the planetarium box office.

Fright Light

Saturday, Oct. 1 only - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 50 minutes

Admission & parking are FREE • For more There
information
are no tricks, but plentycall
of treats 468-7231
in this “frightfully” entertaining laser light show!

Back by popular demand, Fright Light is a “monster” of a show and promises to thrill
audiences of all ages with a medley of fun Halloween themed tunes and laser animations. Musical selections
include Thriller, Monster Mash, Men in Black, Purple People Eater, and Iron Man among many others.

AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

one world one sky: Big Bird’s

★

Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes

★We

will have our regular market
along with unique crafters with
handmade items of all kind.
★ Pictures with Santa and Mrs. Clause
(Bring your own camera & tips are welcome)
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Adventure

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Flying Monsters

Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes

National Geographic Entertainment’s Flying Monsters sets out to uncover
the truth about the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a wingspan
of approximately 40 feet and equal to that of a modern-day jet plane.
Flying Monsters features one of the greatest mysteries in paleontology:
how and why did pterosaurs fly? How did creatures the size of giraffes
defy gravity and soar through prehistoric skies?

LASER HOLIDAYS
Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes

Children and adults alike will surely find the holiday spirit in this spectacular laser-filled
presentation of seasonal holiday music! Feel the excitement as Frosty, Rudolph and other holiday
favorites are brought to life through a dazzling display of laser lights and music! Selections range
from the classics of Nat King Cole to the modern melodies of Mariah Carey!

magic tree house: space mission
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 30 minutes

Based on the beloved Magic Tree House book series, Magic Tree House Space Mission
launches the intrepid Jack and Annie on a funfilled journey to discover the secrets of the
Sun, Moon, planets, space travel and more. Aligned with early elementary information
skillslearning objectives, this beautifully produced show is a winner with Magic Tree
House fans of all ages.

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY ★ Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show ★ Children/Seniors, $5 per show ★ Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

show schedule subject to change
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I S E N D O RS E D BY:

> One-on-one personal training in a PRIVATE facility.
> Comprehensive one-on-one evaluation including
movement screening, diet, and lifestyle analysis.
You will leave with a comprehensive customized
program designed to ﬁt your goals.
> Afternoon evening yoga and ﬁtness classes
> Early morning & after work appointments available
purefitnessnola

mattlovitt

@trainerlovitt

trainerlovitt

MATT LOVITT
701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105 | Metairie LA 70005
504.615.8164 | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

See website for bio, classes & more info

Lovittlife.com

Group Sessions & One-On-One
Full Evaluation Private Training
Experience, Results, Convenience & Patience
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Recipe Corner

www.chateaucafe.com

Burger Specials

(Chateau Blvd. location only)

SPECULAAS
By foodieforone.com

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger
Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger
Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Ingredients
1/2 stick softened butter; 3/4 cup brown sugar; 1 teaspoon vanilla; 1/2 teaspoon cardamom;
1/2 teaspoon cloves; 1/2 teaspoon nutmeg; 1 1/2 teaspoons cinnamon; 1/2 teaspoon salt;
1 1/2 cups all purpose flour; 1/2 cup almond flour; 1 teaspoon baking powder; 2 to 4
teaspoons milk
Directions
Beat butter and sugar and spices together. Stir in flours and baking powder and add just
enough milk to form stiff dough. Form the dough into two discs and wrap tightly in plastic
wrap. Refrigerate at least two hours.
Preheat oven to 325 degrees and lightly grease baking sheets or use parchment paper. Roll
dough to 1/4 or 1/8 thicknesses and cut out desired shapes – in our case, stars! Bake 15
minutes. Allow to cool on a wire rack. Cookies will cool to that crisp, spiced goodness.
If desired, drizzle with a glaze made of 1/2 cup powdered sugar and 3 to 4 teaspoons
milk. Enjoy!
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with gusto
by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are welcomed
and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions and step by
step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Call Ahead for To Go Orders!
ChateauCafe_1113.indd 1

As our nation prepares to elect a new leader,
we wanted to be patriotic and make a star-shaped
cookie to celebrate Election Night! We made delicious
“Speculaas” Cookies – an uber-thin, ultra-crispy, spice-laden treat from the
Netherlands that can be made in any shape. This cookie is blamed for cookie butter being
consumed by the spoonfuls around the world, and, it’s traditionally enjoyed throughout
the Christmas season.

10/25/13 9:18 PM
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from The Editor
Please vote – this is an important election
By Allan Katz
I hope you’re
planning to vote in the
current election. There
are issues on the ballot
that are important to us
as Americans and as citizens of the great city of Kenner.
There are many ways to vote – early voting, by mail or
the traditional way – but by November 8 on Election Day,
please just be sure you vote.
For many of us the most important election on the ballot is not the presidency but the Kenner mayor’s race. I am
among those who think that this has been a disgusting presidential race waged by the two worst presidential candidates
of my lifetime. But this is our system and one of them is going
to become the occupant of the Oval Office. Sadly, while I will
cast a vote in this race and urge you to do so also, the presidential race does not make me hopeful or optimistic.
But I have an entirely different feeling about
Kenner’s mayoral race. I think we have some excellent
candidates who, if elected, can continue Kenner’s forward
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progress of the last five years. To continue to move on,
Kenner is going to need strong, visionary leadership in the
mayor’s office. We’ll need someone who is a hard worker, a
coalition builder, an inclusive leader who builds a big tent
and invites everyone in. There are candidates in this race
who seem to have those qualities.
Also very important is the race for a vacant at-large
seat on the Kenner City Council. There are two excellent
candidates in this race. Both have the kind of leadership
attributes that the city needs as we push to continue the
progress and momentum that has been developed here.
Kenner voters will also be selecting a U.S. senator
from a large field of 24 and a member of the U.S. House of
Representatives from seven candidates that are running.
Many people are unaware that also on the ballot are
six proposed Louisiana constitutional amendments. They
are important as well. In the event you have not had a
chance to study them, I’ll provide a brief synopsis of each.
Hopefully, you’ll give these issues some thought and cast a
vote either for or against each of these propositions.
Amendment 1 – This proposal, if passed, would set
new job requirements for the office of registrar of voters
in each of Louisiana’s 64 parishes and its hundreds of
municipalities. The amendment would set new, higher
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percent now paid by the largest corporations and higher
than the state tax paid at present by smaller corporations.
Amendment 4 – This proposal, if passed, would provide a homestead exemption to the spouse of any armed
services member, police officer or fire fighter who died in
the line of duty. The amendment would exempt the spouse
from paying most all property taxes.
Amendment 5 – This proposal, if passed, would set
up a budget trust fund that would receive all revenues over
$600 million produced by taxes from the oil and gas industry. This new trust fund would use the monies it receives
to cover the state’s ever-growing pension and retirement
costs. The amendment does allow the legislature to use
the funds in the proposed new trust fund to meet urgent
needs other than pension and retirement costs.
Amendment 6 – This proposal, if passed, would enable the legislature and governor to tap some funds and
sources of money more easily during tough budget times –
such as the current period when Louisiana has been facing
billion dollar deficits year after year. The amendment also
sets up some funds as being off-limits to “raids” to help meet
pressing financial deficits. Opponents say that this amendment would give the legislature and governor a way to avoid
long-term fiscal planning to deal with the state’s deficits.
A sample ballot can be found on page 20 and a further explanation of the state amendments are on page 21.
So, inform yourself, make decisions and get out and
exercise your right as an American citizen to vote.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.

Political
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Kenner Star is a tabloid newspaper published monthly
and is distributed by direct mail free to all registered
voter households in Kenner, numbering almost 20,000
households. An additional 2,000 copies are also distributed
each month in high traffic locations in Kenner.

standards of education and experience for anyone who is
appointed a registrar of voters. The amendment was offered by reformers who think at present, many registrars of
voters are appointed based on nepotism and political considerations. The registrar of voters in the state’s parishes
and municipalities has a lot of power, as was especially
clear during the state’s civil rights era when registrars used
their power to decide who could vote and who couldn’t.
Amendment 2 – This proposal, if passed, would give
the power to set tuitions with the state’s college boards
and take that power away from the state legislature. During Louisiana’s current fiscal crisis, tuitions at state colleges and universities have been steadily going up making
it nearly impossible for some financially-hard pressed individuals to continue their education. Proponents of this
amendment say the power to set tuitions would be better
used by university and college boards who are closer to the
problem than is the legislature.
Amendment 3 – This proposal, if passed, would
change the way that corporate taxes are done in Louisiana. Under this amendment, corporations would no longer
get to deduct their federal income taxes from their state
income tax bill. Instead, all corporations would pay a flat
6.5 percent state tax. This would be lower than the eight
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Turn out the lights, the Republican Party is over
By Jeff Crouere also reflected in the attitude of many GOP grassroots
The 2016 election
will be remembered
for incredible twists
and turns, such as the
Republican Party dissolving into several warring factions, limiting its effectiveness as a national political
organization.
This was the year that an insurgent candidate,
Donald Trump, captured the nomination despite the
opposition of 16 establishment candidates, their operatives, party leaders, consultants, special interests, major
donors and the majority of the “conservative” media.
For a while, there was partial unity as most of the
defeated candidates and their supporters endorsed
Trump, even Texas Senator Ted Cruz. Yet, after the revelation of a 2005 “hot mic” recording of Trump engaging
in crude “locker room” sexual banter with Billy Bush,
an entertainment reporter, many of these party leaders
abandoned their nominee.
Among this group were Arizona Senator and
2008 GOP presidential nominee John McCain and
South Dakota Senator John Thune. In fact, there was
a stampede of Republicans in Congress, including
Congressman Charlie Dent of Pennsylvania, calling
on Trump to step aside.
In response, Trump delivered several strong debate performances and solidified his base support. Still,
his momentum was purposely undercut by Republican
House Speaker Paul Ryan, who convened a conference
call among house GOP leaders to blast Trump. In the
call, Ryan announced he was not going to campaign for
Trump any longer. In effect, he turned his back on the
party’s nominee. He told his fellow congressional leaders that they were free to make whatever decision they
wanted, but they were under no obligation to support
Trump. Reportedly, some of the participants on the call
were quite unhappy by Ryan’s decision. This anger was

activists, who strongly supported Trump, but were disgusted by their own party leaders.
In this election, Trump drew millions of people
to the GOP primaries and collected more votes than
any Republican presidential candidate in history. In
the nomination campaign, he won 37 states and four
times the number of delegates as his nearest competitor, Ted Cruz.
Since the nomination, he attracted much bigger
crowds than any other Republican presidential candidate since Ronald Reagan. He easily achieved the record number of small dollar donations, even though he
started fundraising very late in the process.
Among the rank and file, Trump remained very
popular. The problem was that among the party elite,
there was utter hatred for Trump. He was not endorsed
by 2012 Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney
or by former Presidents George H. W. Bush and George
W. Bush. Only 1996 GOP nominee Bob Dole remained
loyal to Trump, although his health did not permit him
to campaign for the nominee.
In contrast, the Democrats were a symbol of
unity as President Obama, former Vice President Al
Gore and even defeated presidential candidate Senator Bernie Sanders endorsed and enthusiastically
campaigned for Hillary Clinton. None of these people
particularly like Hillary, but they came together to
support their nominee. The Republicans only come
together to support a moderate or establishment
candidate, thus, a maverick conservative like Trump
received almost no support from his party.
The ironic thing is that the Republican Party
establishment was more afraid of a Trump presidency
than a Clinton presidency. In fact, they showed a high
comfort level with the concept of a Clinton presidency.
Paul Ryan and many of Trump’s GOP critics focused on electing Republican members to Congress,
but these efforts were misguided. As we have seen in

the Obama years, a GOP majority in Congress was unable to enact any of their proposals. In this era of executive orders, a determined president is always more
powerful and influential than Congress. Through executive orders, a president can enact an aggressive agenda
without congressional approval.
Contrary to the vision of our Founding Fathers,
there are no longer three co-equal branches of government. The balance of power has shifted to the executive
branch and the presidency, especially with a weak and
inert Congress afraid to stand on principle.
In this election, Republican leaders were more
concerned about protecting their power, perks and
relationships than stopping Hillary Clinton. They abandoned Trump because he is a conservative outsider, a
non-politician, who is not a member of their clique.
This entire debacle should be a clear indication to
populists and conservatives that the Republican Party
is no longer their home. Since the Republican Party did
not support Trump, the grassroots should no longer support the Republican Party.
This betrayal should not be forgotten by the people who work every day, pay taxes and make this country
work. Sadly, the Main Street Republicans are no longer
represented by the Wall Street power brokers who donate to the party and control its agenda. This uneasy
political marriage may be headed for a messy divorce in
the not too distant future.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside
Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00
p.m. Sundays on PBS television station WLAETV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.
weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM in New
Orleans and the north shore. Crouere is a political
analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at
www.ringsidepolitics.com or email Crouere at
jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Streets millage renewal on March ballot
By Michael Sigur – Acting Kenner Mayor
One of the things
we are proudest about
in Kenner is the condition of our roads in the
city. That’s true despite
the almost never-ending need for maintenance and
repairs necessary to make sure driving in Kenner is as
positive an experience as possible.
Thanks to the vision of the Kenner City Council,
residents now have an opportunity to secure a funding
source that can be dedicated to nothing but maintaining and improving the major thoroughfares and local
streets throughout the city.
Earlier this month, council members agreed to
ask voters to consider renewing a streets millage for
10 years. The 5.5 mills, which expire at the end of 2017,

generate about $1.9 million a year to pay off a prior
bond issue and another $800,000 a year for a repair
and maintenance fund in the budget of the Kenner
Department of Public Works.
I am strongly in favor of this millage renewal, and
I hope voters support this important measure in March
2017, as well. Since this is a renewal of an existing millage, tax bills will not increase at all. Let me explain the
benefits of extending this millage for 10 years.
This road millage started in 2003 because Kenner needed money to pay off a road bond issue that
helped to purchase some of the biggest thoroughfares
in the city from the parish. That millage was for 15
years and for 10.35 mills.
The millage brings in about $2.8 million a year,
with about $1.9 million going to pay off the bond issue

“Fall-ing back” safely

Police

By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
Almost half of
all fatal pedestrian accidents and a third of
fatal bicycle crashes
happen at dusk when
daylight-savings time ends. On Sunday, November 6,

and the rest going into the public works budget for
street repairs and maintenance.
Without a renewal, we will have an $800,000 hole
in the budget. The concrete panels you see being replaced throughout the city, among other repairs and
maintenance work, are paid for with this money. But
there is much more repair work to do, not to mention
road improvement projects throughout the city.
With an additional $1.9 million a year (the money
to repay the road bond millage would be available beginning in 2018), we will have the ability to expand our
concrete panel replacement program and to perform
other road improvement projects. We are considering
expanding the concrete crew within the public works
department so we can handle more of those projects
in-house, saving money.
Although the original millage was for 15 years,
we are only proposing a 10-year renewal for voters to

2016, at 2:00 a.m., it is once again time to turn your clocks
back one hour.
The end of daylight-savings time means that it will
be darker during prime travel time in the evening. By
taking extra travel precautions, like turning on your headlights at dusk, you help prevent accidents.

Please review the following guidelines with your
family, especially teenage drivers. These simple tips help
save lives. Together, we can keep our families safe this
winter.
Remember to turn on your headlights at dusk so
you may see and be seen.
Adjust your rearview mirror to the “night” setting
to avoid headlight glare from following cars.
Occasionally wipe off your headlights and keep
your windshield clean on the inside and outside for a
better view of the road.
Take off your sunglasses at dusk. They tend to impair your vision at this time of day.
You should never drive at unsafe speeds, especially
on unlit or winding roads, and when using low beams.
Always be courteous when using high beams. Be
sure that you lower your beams when another car is approaching.
Make sure that your children are inside before
dark. Remind them that motorists driving in the evening cannot see them.

consider on March 25, 2017. And instead of asking for
10.35 mills, we are only requesting 5.5 mills. Property
values in Kenner have increased since 2003, so that
5.5 mills generates $2.8 million a year – down from
the original 10.35 mills needed to generate the same
amount in 2003.
The city could have proposed a renewal at 10.35
mills, bringing in a lot more money for streets. However, while it would still “technically” be a renewal,
council members were uncomfortable because the
real impact would be higher taxes.
We will be having meetings throughout the city to
explain the renewal in the weeks and months ahead,
and I urge any civic or business group to contact my
office to schedule a meeting. In the meantime, if you
have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
my office at 468-7206.
Acting Kenner Mayor Michael Sigur can be
reached at 468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@
kenner.la.us.

Consider wearing brightly colored clothes when
on the street. Darker fall colors make it hard for motorists to see you.
Reflective or fluorescent gear is the safest form of
protection if you are on the streets after dark.
Always use crosswalks. You are not seen as well
when you jaywalk or cross the street from between
parked cars.
If we follow these guidelines, hopefully can save
lives and keep our families safe.
Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com. You can also
download the free Kenner Police Department mobile
app for both Apple and Android devices as well as access the Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and other
law enforcement-related information.

Government
Maintaining streets a daily job
By Bill Duplaisar – Kenner Public Works Department
Assistant Director
There’s been a
lot of attention recently on the quality
of the streets in Kenner and what’s involved in keeping our major roads
and local thoroughfares in top condition.
As assistant director of Kenner’s Public Works
Department, I am responsible for much of the dayto-day work to maintain and repair our streets. Due
to our area’s poor soil conditions and aging infrastructure, it is a never-ending battle.
One of the main issues we face is differential
ground settlement, perhaps better known as subsidence. This is quite common in areas of the city
north of Airline Drive.
What is differential settlement?
When the soil either expands or contracts, or
shifts in one direction or another, that affects the
roadways and even the structures built in those ar-

eas. That can lead to cracks and other problems,
including standing water along roadway curbs.
This happens after rain events and is known
as “birdbaths.” Our job in the streets division of the
public works department is to maintain and repair
all the concrete and asphalt streets in Kenner –
that’s approximately 225 miles.
Sometimes, what’s needed is minor patchwork or curb repair. Other times, entire concrete
panels must be replacements to stabilize the integrity of a street.
The heat can also impact the roads. When
summer temperatures get into the mid to upper 90s
– something that’s been happening more and more
in recent years – street buckles can occur. These
street buckles can pose significant traffic issues
and they must be handled immediately.
We also face issues due to the aging sewer
next page
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Veteran’s Day celebration to be held in Veterans Park
Retired Colonel Larry L. Merington, a 30year veteran of the U.S. Air Force Reserves, will
be the keynote speaker at Kenner’s Veteran’s Day
celebration on Friday, November 11, 2016. Colonel Merington’s speech topic will be “Leadership
in Turbulent Times.”
The ceremony will begin at 11:00 a.m. in Veterans Park, located behind the Kenner City Hall
complex at 1801 Williams Boulevard.
Merington began his career flying intelligence missions near the borders of countries of
concern during the Cold War. Merington served

as a fighter pilot and theatre commander with
three tours in the Middle East and Bosnia flying
A-10 and F-16 aircraft. During his career, as a major, Merington was deployed to Italy to support
the former Yugoslavia and as lieutenant colonel
was also deployed to Kuwait and Afghanistan as
a commander in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom. Merington was one of the Air Force liaison commanders to the Army Lieutenant General running the war against Al Queda and the
Taliban in Afghanistan following the September
11 attacks in 2001.

Colonel Merington retired as the commander of the 1000 person Air Force Reserve wing at
Belle Chasse Naval Air Station and was responsible for its deactivation over the course of a
year. His decorations include the Legion of Merit,
Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze Star, five Air
Medals, Kuwait Liberation Medal and numerous
meritorious awards.
Merington is currently the president and
chief executive officer of The Journey Group, a
New Orleans-based acquisition and operations
firm.

KCPA class #35 beginning in February
Class #35 of the Kenner Citizens’ Police
Academy will begin on Tuesday, February 21, 2017
at 6:30 p.m. at the Kenner Police Complex located
at 500 Veterans Blvd. Kenner Police Chief Michael
J. Glaser and the Kenner Police Department encourage citizens to participate in this unique opportunity to learn more about police operations.
Students attend free classes one night per
week for 13 weeks receiving instruction from trained
police officers who are certified in their fields. The
academy provides detailed coverage about how the
police department works in the areas patrol division functions, crime prevention, criminal investigations, computer forensics, K-9 unit, crime scene
procedures, criminal and domestic violence laws,
narcotics investigations, traffic enforcement, physical fitness, use of police force and self-defense, gang
awareness and S.W.A.T. Students receive a tour of
police headquarters and the jail and participate in
a ride along with a police officer. Upon completion

of the program, a graduation ceremony is held for
students.
Graduates of the program receive the opportunity to join the Kenner Citizens’ Academy Alumni Association (KCPAAA), through which they
can lead the community in improving safety and
promoting support for the Kenner Police Department. Alumni members can also volunteer their
assistance at various department events.
Graduates may also apply for entry into the
KPD Community Police Corps. This great program
gives members the opportunity to volunteer and assist the KPD in its mission.
For more information and to fill out an application, visit the Kenner Police Department
website at www.kennerpd.com. Contact the KPD
Community Relations Division at 712-2294, 7122395 or at nguggenheim@kennerpd.com with any
additional questions.

Garbage collection schedule and city
closures during holidays
Offices in the city of Kenner will be closed
on Thanksgiving Day, which is Thursday, November 24, and also on Friday, November 25, 2016, in
honor of the holiday and there will be no garbage
pickup on Thanksgiving Day.
Instead, Ramelli Waste officials said workers
will pick up garbage from both Thursday and Friday collection locations on Friday, November 25.
Looking ahead to the December holidays,

Duplaisar
from previous page

lines and drainage lines – many are at least 40 to
50 years old.
On top of street repair and maintenance
work, many citizens do not realize the public works
department is also responsible for maintaining
the subsurface drainage system throughout the
city. That involves flushing pipes, clearing drains
and drain lines and repairing or replacing drain
structures and drain lines when the flow has been
restricted.
I am very proud of our employees and the
amount of work we are able to perform. The streets
and drainage division only has about 25 employees.

Kenner City Hall will be closed on Friday, December 23 and Monday, December 26 for Christmas
and on Friday, December 30 and Monday, January
2, 2017 for New Year’s. Garbage pickup will be normal for both of those holidays since each falls on a
Sunday, Ramelli officials said.
Veteran’s Day is Friday, November 11, 2016,
and Kenner city offices will be open on that day.

Established

1986

“It is an honor for Colonel Larry L. Merrington to speak at our Veterans Day ceremony
and for our veteran attendees,” said Acting
Kenner Mayor Michael Sigur. “They all make us
proud for the sacrifices that they endured for us
to be free. My thanks go to the veterans and their
families for all of their sacrifices.”

s
Swifty’Speedy

Bill Duplaisir is the assistant director in
Kenner’s Public Works Department, located at
1610 Reverend Richard Wilson Drive. The office
phone number is 468-7515.

front or rear
BUMPER PAINTING

$250

Auto Painting & Body Shop

We do Insurance Work
& Always Save You Money!

COLLISION CARE
SPECIALISTS

$549.88 Select Colors

6 Coats Acrylic Enamel with Gloss Hardener.
All Cars Sanded & Taped.1/2 Down in Cash.
Balance in Cash upon Completion.
Quality Work. Prep included.

FREE ESTIMATES.

~ Over 10,000 Colors ~

468-2104 • 811 Daniel • Corner of 9th • Kenner
Swiftys_1016.indd 1

9/23/16 7:01 PM

“BRINGING KENNER BUSINESS
AND OUR COMMUNITY
TOGETHER SINCE 1985”

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 10, 11:30AM

STATE OF THE CITY LUNCHEON

with Mayor Michael Sigur and KPD Chief Michael Glaser
Chateau Golf & Country Club
11:30AM - 1:00PM
Reservations Are Required

Tables for 8: $350
$30 Members | $35 Guests
Admission Includes Lunch

Event Information and RSVP:

RSVP: http://Events.KennerBusinessAssociation.com
Contact: Reservations@KennerBusinessAssociation.com
Call: Judy LaBella (504) 416-7637
JEFFERSON PARISH CANDIDATES

It is a daunting task, but we are committed to doing
our very best.
Presently, there is no money in the budget for
additional workers, something that would help improve service. Hopefully, if the renewal of the road
millage is approved in March by Kenner voters, we
will be able to hire more workers to stay on top of
these road and drainage issues.
If you have any street or drainage issues in
your neighborhood, please contact our office at
468-7515.

SPECIAL

#9

U.S. Senator

Caroline

U.S. Representative
1st Congressional District

#29

Steve

Mayor

#77

Maria

Supporting Candidates
for 49 Years

VOTE NOVEMBER 8TH!

City Council at Large

#82

“Tom”
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Sports
Pelicans limp into season with Davis looking for
sidekick

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING
SMALL JOBS

By Ken Trahan

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters
•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

885-0399
818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

0213-SabellasPlumbing.indd 1

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.

1/25/13 7:33 PM

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

Steven A. Watts
Attorney at Law
35 years
experience

Estate planning, Wills, Trusts,
Successions, Business Transactions
Corporate, Franchise & Real Estate Law
3925 N. I-10 Service Road • Suite 230 • Metairie

836-0811
Watts_0116.indd 1

12/26/15 1:15 PM

In today’s NBA, it is a clear playbook for success.
In any sport, the team with the
best players typically wins. The 2016-2017 New Orleans Pelicans
clearly do not have the best players in the Western Conference. In
fact, they are far from it, though that does not preclude a disastrous
season.
The Pelicans have Anthony Davis. That, alone, makes New Orleans a respectable team. When Davis is healthy, he is one of the
top ten players in the league, if not top five. He is entering his prime.
The big question is whether Davis will have enough talent
around him while he is in his prime in order to make a serious run
at a championship.
The Pelicans appear significantly away from making a run at
a championship.
Vice President and General Manager Dell Demps and Head
Coach Alvin Gentry performed surgery on a stagnant, oft injured
roster but the injuries linger and the question remains if New Orleans has replaced the firepower necessary to compete with the
better teams in the league.
Last year, the season was basically over a month in as the Pelicans got off to a miserable start. New Orleans started 0-6 and they
were 4-15 by December 2 and never recovered en route to a very
poor 30-52 record and a 12th place finish in the Western Conference.
Gentry never really had a chance, with key players being hurt
from the start. It was a familiar refrain, one that Monty Williams
can certainly relate to.
Now, the Pelicans enter the 2016-2017 season without the services of Jrue Holiday, Tyreke Evans and Quincy Pondexter.
While Holiday was damaged goods and has been plagued by
injuries since arriving from Philadelphia, he is healthy enough now
but he is absent due to the difficult situation surrounding his wife,
Lauren. When healthy enough, Holiday is still a solid NBA point
guard. Holiday is doing the right thing to be with his wife and newborn child but he will be missed sorely.
That is particularly true with Evans once again out. Evans
could have filled the point guard spot adequately to admirably, depending on what mode he was in, but he remains sidelined.
With that in mind, Tim Frazier and Langston Galloway will be
asked to run the show for Gentry.
For the last few seasons, the Pelicans have had holes at center
and at the small forward spot. With all due respect to Frazier and
Galloway, now, it appears they have a hole at point guard as well,
at least until Evans or Holiday returns. Frazier and Galloway each
seem best suited to be reserves but Gentry has no such luxury.
Regardless of your outlook, the departure of Eric Gordon and
Ryan Anderson represented 32.2 points per game for New Orleans
a year ago. Have the Pelicans replaced that offensive output?
Rookie Buddy Hield will be asked to fill the Anderson role of
being the sniper off the bench who can provide long range shooting
and instant offense. As with most shooters and rookies, expect ups
and downs, though the ability is there. E’Twaun Moore will be asked
to fill the Gordon role at the two-guard spot. Moore has averaged
5.8 points per game in five NBA seasons.
Perhaps the most intriguing addition is Terrence Jones. A
former teammate of Davis at Kentucky, Jones looked good in the
preseason. While not the pure shooter that Anderson is, Jones has
some range on his jump shot and has offensive versatility. He has
averaged 10.4 points and 5.8 rebounds in his four year career with
Houston.
Solomon Hill will attempt to augment the small forward spot,
joining Dante Cunningham. Hill has averaged six points per game
in his three-year NBA career with Indiana.
A wild card is Lance Stephenson.
A mercurial player who has huge offensive ability, Stephenson
is with the fifth team in his seven-year NBA career. A fine player
does not move that much. The fact that Stephenson has is a reflection of his consistency or lack thereof.

When good, Stephenson provides instant offense. He averaged
14.2 points per game in 26 games with Memphis last year and averaged 13.8 points per game with Indiana in 2013-2014. He is big and
strong and figures to see some action at small forward, with Moore
and Hield in the fold at shooting guard.
Rookie draft choice Cheick Diallo is a good athlete but is a
work in progress with a way to go before becoming a rotation player,
it would seem.
Then, there is the center position.
Back in the middle are the less than dynamic duo of Omer
Asik and Alexis Ajinca.
Asik had a lousy year last season, averaging just four points
and 6.1 rebounds per game. He dropped off from the previous season dramatically, when he averaged 7.3 points and 9.8 rebounds for
Williams.
Ajinca averaged six points and 4.6 rebounds per game, shooting just 47.6 percent from the field.
Back to the original point of the story.
Today’s NBA is a star-based league, with the stars heavily concentrated in few locations.
Defending NBA champion Cleveland has LeBron James and
Kyrie Irving with Kevin Love as a third wheel. Golden State now
has a virtual All-Star team with Stephen Curry, Kevin Durant, Klay
Thompson and Draymond Green. San Antonio has Kawhi Leonard,
LaMarcus Aldridge and Tony Parker. The Clippers have Chris Paul,
Blake Griffin and DeAndre Jordan.
Does Davis have a Robin to his Batman status here? It certainly does not appear that way.
In order for New Orleans to improve dramatically and become
a winner with a chance to make the playoffs in the always tough
western conference, it will take a collaborative effort. Evans must
return and produce. Holiday must return at some point and take
over running the team. As for Pondexter, can you really count on
him, at this stage?
This year, New Orleans must get off to a better start to remain
viable as a playoff contender at the beginning of the new year.
It will not be easy.
Golden State is the prohibitive favorite to win the NBA championship, along with the Western Conference. Everyone else may be
playing for second place.
The Spurs are still good, even without Tim Duncan. The Thunder are still a playoff team, despite not being a championship threat,
even without Durant. The Clippers could move up in the pecking order, if healthy. Portland was a surprisingly solid team last year. Dallas still has pieces in place to make the playoffs, as does Memphis.
Houston is banking on addition of Gordon and Anderson from
New Orleans and the subtraction of Dwight Howard to make it a
better team.
Among the teams that missed the playoffs a year ago, Minnesota is a team to watch with talented young players and a talented,
tough coach in Tom Thibodeau. Utah is gifted as well, though the
Jazz need a healthy Gordon Heyward. Denver is athletic. The Kings
may be motivated with a new arena and in what is most likely the
final year with DeMarcus Cousins in the fold.
Suffice it to say that it will not be an easy path but a bumpy
road for Gentry and his team en route to becoming a playoff team
this season. Perhaps one of these years, we will actually be able to
report about a healthy New Orleans squad opening a season.
Batman will have to be a superhero for the Pelicans to
avoid being a joker this year. Fortunately, he is capable of being
that guy.
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.
com, is president and general manager of www.SportsNola.com
and hosts “Sportsnola TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. on
WHNO, TV 20. Trahan is the general manager and chairman of
the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the MercedesBenz Superdome, runs the Life Resources Sports Ministry and
hosts All Access SportsTalk on WGSO, 990 AM and WGSO.com on
Monday, Thursday and Friday at 6:05 p.m. as well as “The Three
Tailgaters Show” on Saturday morning from 10:05 a.m. to noon
with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille.
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Insurance
How to safely sell your car
By Marie M. Clesi
Choosing to sell
your car on your own
instead of to a dealership can be a good
deal – especially if
your car has high value. Follow these tips listed below for conducting a safe transaction.
Choose a sales process
You can use newspaper ads and/or various
online services to post photos and a description of
your car. Some services, like CarMax, purchase your
vehicle and resell it for you, and others, like AutoTrader, allow you to buy ad space to help sell your
car. Another option includes listing your car on local classifieds sites. Regardless of how you choose to
sell your car, always watch out for scammers.
Find a good buyer
Speak with serious buyers over the phone to
help gauge their interest, discuss their payment
plan and set up a test drive. Kelley Blue Book recommends not selling to an out-of-state buyer, as it’s
often safer to sell your car to someone who can meet
you in person.
Host a safe test drive
Once you’ve found a potential buyer, schedule

a test drive. Never go on a test drive alone – ask a
friend to join you. Schedule the test drive during the
day and meet the driver in a populated area.
Check the buyer’s license and proof of insurance before they get behind the wheel. The test
drive is not the time to take payment, but you can
negotiate a price.
Tip: List your car for a slightly higher price, but
keep your bottom line price in mind as you negotiate
suggests Consumer Reports Magazine
Manage a secure transaction
The safest place to exchange payment is at the
buyer’s bank. Don’t sign or hand over the vehicle
title to the buyer until you have received the agreedupon payment in full.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi
Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident
and a select State Farm agent, is a Chartered
Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, renters, life and health insurance
along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner.
Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.
b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.
marieclesi.net.

Health
Rotator cuff problems, a
common cause of shoulder pain
By Thomas R. Lyons, M.D.
Disorders of the
rotator cuff represent
a very common cause
of shoulder pain. The rotator cuff is comprised of
four tendons that cover the humeral head or “ball”
of the shoulder joint. The rotator cuff is important
in guiding the shoulder joint through its large
range of motion. Patients with rotator cuff disorders usually report pain over the top and side of
the shoulder and side of the arm associated with
use of the arm. Shoulder pain secondary to rotator
cuff disease is common among people of various
ages and activity levels. The problem can occur not
only in professional athletes and heavy laborers,
but also in recreational athletes and any individuals that perform repetitive overhead activities.
Rotator cuff disease can result from a single
traumatic event or more commonly from overuse.
Disorders of the rotator cuff represent a spectrum
of disease from tendon degeneration or tendinosis
to partial thickness tendon tears to full thickness
tendon tears. Rotator cuff disease is commonly associated with “bone spurs” or bony prominences
of the acromion and acromioclavicular (AC) joint,
structures found adjacent to the rotator cuff.
The diagnosis of rotator cuff disease is made
by a careful history and physical examination,
plain radiographs (X-rays) and often an MRI scan
which provides anatomic detail of the rotator cuff
tendons.
Many treatment options are available for
patients with rotator cuff problems. Nonsurgical

treatments include modification of activities, use
of nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory medication,
physical therapy for strengthening, ultrasound,
iontophoresis and judicious use of subacromial
steroid injections. Many patients will respond to
these simple nonsurgical treatments.
Surgical options are reserved for patients
with persistent complaints that have been refractory to nonsurgical management. Most patients
with rotator cuff disease can be treated with shoulder arthroscopy which is surgery performed with
a camera and motorized instruments through very
small skin incisions. Using shoulder arthroscopy
inflamed tissue can be removed, bone spurs from
the acromion and AC joint can be removed and a
rotator cuff tear can even be repaired usually as an
outpatient procedure.
Proper diagnosis and treatment of this common shoulder problem requires an evaluation by
an orthopedic surgeon.
Thomas R. Lyons, M.D. is a board certified
orthopedic surgeon with over 15 years experience. The Orthopedic Center for Sports Medicine
is a multi-specialty center dedicated to complete
musculoskeletal care with focused expertise in
shoulder and knee injuries arthroscopy, sports
medicine and treatment of injured workers with
focused expertise in management of disorders of
the shoulder and knee. Offices are located in Metairie and Lakeview. For additional information
call 889-2663 or visit www.nolasportsmedicine.com.

We can see you

tOday.

Extended hours and Saturday
appointments are now available for CT
Scans, X-rays, MRIs and Mammograms.
IMAGING SERVICES
The Outpatient Diagnostic Center
at Ochsner Kenner is a fullyaccreditedfacility that provides all of
your diagnostic testing needs in one
convenient location, close to home.

MORE OPTIONS
We provide the convenience you
need by offering weekend, walk-in
and same-day appointments.

CALL 504.712.2800 TO SCHEDULE
AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

200 W. Esplanade Ave ❘ Kenner, LA 70065
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We would like to
thank our customers
forkeeping us in
business for 41 years!

Health

41 Years!
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Automatic

If you haven’t visited
our businesses yet,
please give us call.

mission • Dennis
s
n
ra

otiv
tom e
Au

We are family owned
automotive repair
businesses and proud
to call Kenner home.
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We treat our
customers like family
and stand behind
our quality work.
Trust us to help you!

AUTOMATIC
TRANSMISSION /
DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE
504-466-1381
www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive
Kenner

Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte,
Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

Kenner Parks and Recreation

Location: Heritage Hall
This is a Pancake and
sausage breakfast filled
with games, arts and
crafts, face painting,
Santa pictures and more!
Call 468-7268 for more
info or visit our page at
kenner.recdesk.com
to buy tickets
$8.00 for Adults

Tickets:
$5.00 for Child (Ages 2 & Up)

What to know about hand arthritis
By Dr. Ronald J French, Jr., M.D.
As an upper extremity specialist, I’m
often asked if there is
any treatment available for arthritis of the
hand and fingers. Many of my patients are surprised
to hear that the answer is a definite “yes.” In fact,
there are now more options than ever to combat the
pain and stiffness of hand arthritis.
New technologies and medications have improved the outcome for many patients with previously disabling conditions. Usually, the form of arthritis
will dictate the type of treatment and most of these
can be divided into one of three main categories:
degenerative arthritis, inflammatory arthritis and
crystal deposition disease, commonly known as gout.
Degenerative arthritis, also known as osteoarthritis, is the most common type and affects almost
everyone as they get older. It represents a wearingout process in which the articular cartilage becomes
thin and irregular, causing the joints of the hand to
become inflamed, with inflammation leading to further pain and swelling.
Treatment for this type of arthritis begins with
over the counter anti-inflammatory medications.
Longer acting agents require a doctor’s prescription.
The next line of treatment for hand arthritis includes
physical or occupational therapy which is geared to
improve motion and reduce swelling. Various modalities including heat therapy, ultrasound and massage
are used to reduce pain and improve motion. Injections of corticosteroids can also be used sparingly to
treat inflammatory “flare-ups” that may not respond
to oral medications.
When other treatments fail or as the arthritis
progresses, surgery can be considered for replacement of joints. Just as with the hip and knee joints,
smaller versions of artificial joints are now available
and commonly used in the hand and wrist, often
eliminating pain and improving function.
Rheumatoid arthritis is the most well- known
version of the inflammatory type of arthritis. This is
what many people refer to as “crippling” arthritis. Indeed, this type of arthritis is quite disabling and can
result in severe deformities of the hand. In the past,
surgery was often the only option for these patients.
Fortunately, the last decade has seen a revolution in the treatment of inflammatory conditions
like rheumatoid arthritis. Because these conditions
are related to an auto-immune problem, new drugs

which suppress the immune system have proven effective in their treatment. Because they reduce the
overactive immune response at a cellular level, they
have been quite effective in preventing the bone and
joint destruction that normally results. Patients who
previously required multiple surgeries can now be
managed effectively with medication alone.
Although not typically thought of as an arthritic
condition, gout is a type of arthritis caused by the deposition of uric acid crystals in the joints of the hand
and feet. Often inherited, this condition is also affected by diet and excess alcohol consumption. Unique to
our area, it can also be aggravated by a diet high in
shellfish. High levels of uric acid in the bloodstream
are deposited in and around the joints of the fingers
leading to unsightly masses known as gouty “tophi.”
These can be very painful and occasionally need to
be removed surgically. Medications such as allopurinol reduce uric acid levels in the body and have
been shown to reduce the severity of joint damage
and the development of tophi. Occasionally a patient
will present with similar problems related to the deposition of calcium pyrophosphate. In this condition,
calcium is deposited around the wrist and can be a
common cause of wrist pain. Because of its similarity,
this condition is known as pseudo-gout.
All of these conditions can usually be diagnosed
with a physical examination and an X-ray at a doctor’s office. In addition to the treatments described
above, other options are also available. Many patients
have been pleasantly surprised to learn about these
options and have their hand function improved.
Dr. Ronald J. French, Jr., an orthopedic
hand specialist at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner,
earned his medical degree from Tulane University
School of Medicine in New Orleans where he also
completed his internship and completed his orthopedic residency (trauma) at Charity Hospital in
New Orleans, (pediatrics) at Shriner’s Hospital in
Tampa, Florida and (sports medicine) at Hughston
Sports Medicine Hospital in Columbus, Georgia.
Dr. French went on to complete a hand surgery
externship at Florida Orthopaedic Institute and a
fellowship in hand and shoulder surgery at Baylor
College of Medicine in Houston, Texas. Dr. French
joined Ochsner Health System in 2013. Dr. French’s
office is located at 200 West Esplanade Avenue, Suite
107 in Kenner. For more information or to schedule
an appointment call 443-9500.

Kenner Parks and Recreation

Location: Heritage Hall

This is a Pancake and
sausage breakfast filled
with games, arts and
crafts,
painting,
Civic groups to combine
for face
holiday
charity party
Santa
The Kenner Business Association
(KBA) and pictures
help us to help themand
continue more!
to provide services to
the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Louisiana
terminally ill children and their families as well as to
will host a holiday party on Thursday,Call
December468-7268
1, the victims of domesticfor
violence,more
sexual assault and
2016, from 5:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. at The Crossing
human trafficking,” said Mary-Sharon Howland, KBA
venue in Kenner’s Rivertown.
and Community Officer. “We invite you to join us
info or Civic
visit
our page at
The public are invited to attend. Admission is
and experience the real holiday spirit. We might even
$15 at the door but donations of $15 gas gift cards or
have a surprise visitor.”
kenner.recdesk.com
Walmart and Visa gift cards are preferred. Food
and
Sponsorships are available at different levels.
cocktails will be served and door prizes will be given
The Frosty level of signage is $250. Four reserved
toseats
buy
tickets
away. Dress is business attire.
and signage
in the Rudolph package are $500

Community

Angel’s Place and the Metropolitan Center for
while a Santa sponsorship is available for a table of
Women and Children will benefit from one-hundred
eight and signage at $1,000.
Tickets: For more information and to RSVP, visit the KBA
percent of the profits.
website
at www.kennerbusinessassociation.com
“These
organizations
critical services
to
$8.00
forprovide
Adults
$5.00
for Child
(Ages 2 & Up) or
those whose need is great throughout the year. Please
call Mary-Sharon Howard at 452-0477.
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Restless leg syndrome is a sleep
disorder

Does your doctor personally answer your
after-hours calls or texts?
Are you tired of waiting to see your doctor?
Do you want same day appointments?
Would you like cheaper medicines?
Would you prefer relaxed and thorough visits?

By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
Do you ever lie
in bed and have this
uncontrollable urge to
move your legs? Do you ever feel like your legs want to
walk around town while your body wants to go to sleep
at night? You may be suffering from “Restless Leg Syndrome,” also known as RLS. It is reported that as many
as 12 million Americans are affected by RLS and majority of them don’t even know that they have this condition.
The acronym “URGE” applies to RLS.
U = Urge to move the legs
R = Rest makes it worst
G = Getting and moving makes it better
E = Evening time is when the symptoms start
Many patients have lots of questions about this
disorder and how it affects their sleep during the night.
RLS is a neurological disorder that causes you to have
an overwhelming uncontrollable urge to move your legs
and sometimes arms. Patients complain of these creepy,
crawling, tingling, pulling, burning, aching, painful and
hard to describe sensation which improves by constant
moving or applying pressure to their legs to alleviate the
pain. What many people do not know is that RLS is classified as a sleep disorder that produces constant urge
to move extremities especially during the night which
leads to diminished sleep quality either by difficulty
falling asleep or staying asleep. This ultimately results
in fatigue, daytime sleepiness, poor concentration at
work, difficulty remembering things and often may lead
to depression.
So what causes this? Unfortunately, the real cause
is still unknown but some theories and risk factors have
been identified. Some studies have shown that there
may be possible genetic link to this disorder. This condition may affect men and women of any age, however the
prevalence is two times as much seen in women then
seen in men.
There are two types of RLS, known as primary
RLS or secondary RLS. The primary type is the most
common type and is usually lasts your lifetime. The condition occurs more frequently and worsens over time.
Secondary RLS is usually a result of something
else. It can be a certain medicine or a medical condition
that is causing the symptoms. With secondary usually
the symptoms will improve or resolve when the medical
condition is treated or medicine is stopped.
Some conditions associated with RLS include
iron deficiency, diabetes, rheumatoid arthritis, chronic
kidney disease, Parkinson’s disease, peripheral neuropathy and pregnancy.
It is not uncommon for pregnant women in their
third trimester to have RLS. The good news with pregnancy related RLS is the condition usually resolves

within four weeks after birth. Some medicines that can
cause RLS include antidepressants, cold and allergy
medicines and anti-nausea medicines. Caffeine intake,
alcohol, tobacco and sleep deprivation can also perpetuate RLS symptoms.
Even though there is no cure for RLS there are
several treatment options available to alleviate the
symptoms and hence lead to better sleep.
First and far most is the treating the underlying
condition and discussing the proper care with your physician. Sleep specialist physicians can help maintain
sleep patterns and monitor sleep cycles. Primary care
physicians can treat the underlying medical condition
and decrease the risk factor of RLS. A sleep physician
can assist by taking a complete medical history, performing a physical exam and ordering the appropriate
tests. It is important for people with RLS to modify their
lifestyle. Some of the things that can be done are to cut
back on triggering factors like alcohol, tobacco and caffeine, massaging legs, exercising regularly, taking hot
showers and establishing a regular sleep pattern.
There are some FDA approved medications that
have shown good results for patients with RLS. These
medications should be initiated under the supervision of a sleep specialist for proper dosing for optimal
outcomes. Regular, quality sleep is one of the most
important aspects of leading a healthy and happy life.
Having an untreated sleep disorder such as restless leg
syndrome can not only hamper the quality of your daily
life, it can lead to severe health conditions and even accidents from drowsiness if left untreated. If you believe
that you or someone you know may be suffering from
restless leg syndrome, discuss the symptoms with your
primary care provider or contact a sleep clinic for a
complete evaluation.
Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D. Louisiana native
is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist who received
his undergraduate degree at LSU-Shreveport, completed his residency at LSU-HSC in New Orleans and
fellowship in sleep medicine at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr.
Cheema is the medical director at Sleep Center of New
Orleans (SCONO), located at 4232 Williams Boulevard,
Suite 108, the first of its kind accredited by the American Academy of Sleep Medicine (AASM) for treating
children and adults with any of sleep-related conditions. Dr. Cheema is board certified in family medicine by the American Board of Family Medicine and
currently practices pediatric/adult sleep medicine in
the metro New Orleans area. To schedule an appointment call the Sleep Center at 405-5582 or visit the websites, www.myscono.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.

11

200 W. Esplanade Ave.
Suite 307
www.InfinityHealth.MD
467-3404

Board certified in
Family Medicine
30 + years experience

Kenner’s First
Direct Primary Care
Practice

Karl N. Hanson, MD
YOUR Family Doctor

Call 467-3404 or email us at contact@infinityhealth.md for more
information. We would be happy to set up a non-medical
meet-and-greet to answer any of your questions about the
Direct Primary Care model of practice.
What is Direct Primary Care?
It is when a doctor directly contracts with the patient for primary care
services for a small monthly membership fee. Dr. Hanson’s only
obligation is to you the patient, not the insurance companies. We pay
full and dedicated attention to your primary health care needs. We do
not collect copays nor deductibles.

independent living

•

assisted living

•

memory care

Inspired Living is an innovative community that offers a choice of senior
living options in an idyllic village setting. Whether you are active and
independent, need a little assistance, or require personalized memory care,
we can help design a rewarding lifestyle that is uniquely yours.
•
•
•
•

Nutritious chef-prepared meals
Fitness center and exercise classes
Swimming pool, patio and tiki bar
Licensed nursing available 24/7

•
•
•
•

Fenced dog park with off-leash areas
Courtyard and walking paths
Happy hours and social events
Local chauffeured transportation

OPENING SPRING 2017

19,405
THAT’S THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTER
HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER THAT RECEIVE THE
KENNER STAR FREE IN THE MAIL EACH MONTH!

WANT TO REACH
THOSE PEOPLE?
Call us to advertise!
468- 9125

Enjoy refreshments and learn about our move-in specials!
11/6 and 11/27 | 12 - 3 pm
Please call to RSVP (504) 313-6600
3801 Loyola Drive | Kenner, LA 70065
2 miles north of I-10

validusseniorliving.com

12

NOVEMBER 2016  KENNER STR

Home

Signs your roof is nearing the end of its life
By Dan Dormady
A solid roof above
your head is critical
if you’ve become accustomed to having a
warm, cozy and leakfree home. Here’s how to notice and deal with potential issues before they become big ones.
Your roof’s 20th birthday is approaching. An asphalt shingle roof should last between 20 and 30 years.
You could have about five to 10 years left, depending
on your roof’s condition. If you have a 40-year-old roof,
there could be a problem, even if it looks good from

the ground. If you live in a development and your
neighbors are all starting to replace their roofs, this
could be a sign that you will need to do the same soon.
Curling shingles are a bad sign. Shingles can curl
in two ways. There’s cupping, which happens when
the edges of the shingles turn upward and there’s
clawing, which is when the edges stay flat and the
middle starts to come up. Both are signs of weathering
and indicate that potentially leaks are relatively close
to fruition. Depending on the extent of the curling, it
could be anywhere from one year to five years before
you need a new roof.

We Shop For You!
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Homeowners insurance provides
coverage for your home and personal
belongings. Liability coverage is another
critical component.
Single Family Homes
Rental Properties

Condominiums
Much More

467-0800
3409 Williams Blvd.

PROUDLY
REPRESENTING

www.guffeyinsurance.net

Guffey_0516.indd 1

It is not a good sign if pieces of shingles or entire shingles are missing. From a functional standpoint, there should be no problem with just replacing
a few shingles here and there. What you do need to
be prepared for is the fact that it’s just about impossible to get a new shingle to match the color of an old
one. Granule colors have changed pretty significantly
over the years. Plus, the colors change slightly with
weathering. You can keep patching until a bigger issue
presents itself, but if a roof starts to look like a checkerboard, people often opt to replace the whole thing.
Cracked shingles are not good. Cracked shingles
are typically a result of wind damage. If just a few
shingles are cracked, you can certainly replace them.
If the cracking isn’t isolated to one particular area and
it’s random throughout the roof, that’s a telltale sign
that you should start thinking about a new roof. You
may need to replace the whole roof within three to
five years.
If you just got a new asphalt shingle roof and you
see a bunch of granules in the gutters, there’s nothing
to worry about: Those are just loose, extra ones. But
if it’s been 10 or more years, that’s a sign of a bigger
problem. Granules help keep the sun off the asphalt.
Once the granules fall off and the shingles start to
bake, the quality will deteriorate in a hurry. If you
don’t have a new roof and you just started to notice
the granules in the gutter, the shingles are probably
halfway through their lifespan.
If the shingles are covered with moss or algae,
this is actually no reason to panic. It’s just a cosmetic
issue. People may choose to replace the roof just because they don’t like the aesthetic (and a lot of new
shingles are algae-resistant). Whatever you do, don’t
take matters into your own hands by power washing or

scraping away at the green stuff. That’s a good way to
chip off all the granules, which again, essentially renders your shingles useless. If you can’t stand the look,
consider a wash that’s one part bleach and one part
water to remove algae or moss. Or look into zinc strips
that can be installed at roof peaks and will eventually
eliminate the problem. If you do decide to replace
your roof, consider algae-resistant shingles.
If you can see sunlight from your attic it is time
to do further inspecting. If light can get in, so can rain
and cold air. Check for light and also look for water
stains. If you find any, watch them over a few rainfalls
and if they change shape or size, this means you’ve got
an active leak. Depending on the extent of the damage,
you may need to call a professional. Small leaks can be
patched, but if you have larger leaks or any structural
damage, the age factor might make it wise and cost
efficient to replace your roof sooner rather than later.
Finally, is the roof sagging in one or more areas?
A sagging roof is typically an indication of a structural
issue. There could be a problem with the decking in
the attic or roof bracing. You’re not necessarily in
imminent danger, but this is the kind of thing that’s
a lot easier to take care of when it’s small and localized rather than when it has progressed. If you see a
depression or excessive sagging in the roof, call in a
professional as soon as you can.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional
engineer and licensed home inspector and the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally
owned consulting engineering firm specializing in
residential and commercial building inspection services. Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box
113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.
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City of Kenner
Community Development
Department
Drip, drip, drip… Having problems
with leaky faucet?
Do you need assistance
with minor home maintenance
or repair work?

Community

and

Greater New Orleans

REPAIR

Archbishop Chapelle holds community
prayer breakfast

ON WHEELS PROGRAM

The Repairs on Wheels (ROW) program is design to provide
FREE assistance with minor home repairs to qualified residents of the City of

Kenner. Minor repairs are designed to prevent further deterioration of the home and
aid the elderly in their effort to continue to live independently in a safe residence.

Examples of Assistance Provided
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR WORK:
• Remove/install existing storm
doors and windows
• Repair handrails
• Repair and adjust window locks
• Installation of dead bolts
• Replace door handles/knobs
• Installation of handrails
• Installation of adjustable
closet rods
• Installation of cabinet knobs

ELECTRICAL WORK:
(Maximum Height 9 feet)
• Switch/receptacle replacement
• Rewiring lamps
• Ceiling bulb replacements
• Replacement of ceiling fixture
• Replacement of exterior lighting
• Installation of plug in light timers
• Installation of Carbon Monoxide
Detectors

PLUMBING WORK:

• Faucet washers
• Leaky toilets
• Replacement of supply
lines to washer
• Installation of single lever
handle faucets
• Installation of hand-held
showerheads

HOME SAFETY ASSISTANCE:

• Conduct home safety inspection
• Installation of Battery Powered
Smoke detector
• Installation of Carbon monoxide
detector
• Installation of grab bars
• Installation of non-slip
surfaces tub area
• Regulation of hot water heater

WHO QUALIFIES FOR ASSISTANCE?

55 years of age or older; or Female head-of-household; or Disabled or physically impaired
INCOME GUIDES (Eligibility Criteria)
Household

Annual Gross Income

Household

Annual Gross Income

1
2
3
4

$29,400
$33,600
$37,800
$42,000

5
6
7
8

$45,360
$48,720
$52,080
$55,440

If you or someone you know would like to receive assistance, please call or visit us at:
The Hispanic Resource Center
Rebecca Hasbun

Michael G. Sigur
Acting Mayor

4312 Florida St. Kenner
Phone # (504) 469-2570

Arleeta O. Terrell
Director

Archbishop Chapelle High School held a community prayer breakfast on
October 26, 2016, at Chateau Golf and Country Club. Administrators, students,
parents, alumnae and friends of Chapelle came together as a community for a
morning of prayer, reflection and socializing. Chapelle students read Scripture
and Chapelle Chorale students performed. Chapelle Alumna and Advisory Board
Chair Erin Caruso ’81 chaired the community prayer breakfast. Keynote speaker
Very Reverend James A. Wehner, shown above, rector/president of Notre Dame
Seminary, gave an talk titled “Confident Christians – Be Not Afraid.”
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Air purifiers: They’re not for everyone
By Linda R. Martin
A greater focus on health and
well-being is driving
sales of products like
home air purifiers
with many people thinking these devices will
make indoor air cleaner. Sales of these products
are forecast to see a compounded annual growth
rate of around 10 percent in 2015-20.
But health experts say the machines are
mostly unnecessary unless a person has a lung
condition like asthma or chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease. They advise homeowners to
take other steps to clear the air before investing
in one of these devices, especially since ongoing
maintenance and expense are required to ensure
that the units work properly.
Patti Solano, director of lung health for the
Lung Association of Greater Chicago, says air
purifiers won’t clean the entire home either. Portable air purifiers, the most common, at best can
improve a room. But for people who have lung

conditions, investing in better filters for their furnace and buying a portable air purifier can help.
Solano says the best air purifiers use true
high-efficiency particulate (HEPA) filters, which
are proven to trap 99.97 percent of particles of
0.3 microns in size. True HEPA filters can trap
most pollens, dust and pet dander. Additionally,
some air purifiers have carbon filters to remove
tobacco and cooking smoke.
Because there are so many different models
on the market, buyers need to do their homework.
The Environmental Protection Agency’s website
has a thorough review of what shoppers should
consider on its “Indoor Air Quality page.” Homeowners should stick to filter-type air purifiers and
avoid those that use ozone to clean the air. Ozone
is used extensively for water purification and
helps decontaminate unoccupied space from certain chemicals and biological contaminants, but
ozone in water is not the same as ozone in the air.
Portable units work best in rooms where
the door is shut and are cleaned as well as pos-

half the battle. Opening windows, dusting, vacuuming with a HEPA vacuum – those are the best
practices. Doing these things are almost as effective as getting an air purifier.

sible to remove lung irritants. The filters must be
changed regularly.
There are other options. Before buying an
air purifier, check out other options for cleaning
indoor air. Better furnace filters can trap pollutants, but they also must be regularly changed.
Look for the minimum efficiency reporting value
(MERV) for air filters. This rating (1 to 20) is a
standard for overall effectiveness. The higher the
MERV rating, the more particulates the filter will
screen out.
Pillow and mattress encasements can limit
dust mites in the bed. Keeping a clean home is

All it

ems

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local
independently owned and operated company.
Visit the company website at www.gardnerRealtors.com.

FRIDAY,
NOV. 25

in Sa

lon

ONE DAY
ONLY SALE!!!

Health
SLEEP CENTER of NEW ORLEANS
Treating adults and children

Nutrition and arthritis

“SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a
healthy life. We want to improve your productivity at work or school and enhance your
mood and concentration, by implementing evidence based sleep medicine.”
- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

By Craig Goodwin

4232 Williams Blvd. Suite #108 * Kenner
405-5582

Arthritis is the
most common cause
of disability in the
United States and affects over 43 million
Americans. Osteoarthritis is a condition characterized by the breakdown of cartilage that lines
or cushions the ends of bones. As cartilage deteriorates, bones begin to rub against one another
causing stiffness and pain that make the joint
difficult to use. Rheumatoid arthritis is a chronic
disease, characterized by inflammation of the lining (synovium) of the joints. Rheumatoid arthritis
can lead to long-term joint damage, resulting in
chronic pain, loss of function, and disability.
Nutrition is vital tool in fighting arthritis.
Food allergy can trigger arthritis for some people,
and if there is a food that makes your joints hurt or
swell, you should avoid it, no matter how healthy
it would be for someone who is not sensitive to it.
Foods affect the joints in two major ways. First,
certain foods trigger the symptoms of rheumatoid
arthritis and eliminating these foods sometimes
causes even long-standing symptoms to improve.
Second, certain fatty acids have an anti-inflammatory action that can reduce joint pain, stiffness
and swelling.
The most common nutritional recommendations for helping reduce the symptoms of arthritis
are eating six to eight servings of fruits and vegetables every day and choose those with bright or
deep colors like cherries, berries and sweet potatoes. Extra-virgin olive oil, flaxseed oil and flaxseed meal also have significant anti-inflammatory
effects. Beans and other legumes are an excellent
nutritional food that has anti-inflammatory ef-

465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

fects. Using spices in preparing your food, such
as ginger will also provide excellent anti-inflammatory effects. The amount of ginger usually used
is one-half to one teaspoon (one to two grams) of
powdered ginger each day. Other spices, including
clove oil, garlic, turmeric and cumin have shown
similar effects.
One of the most significant things you can
do is to avoid sugar and foods with added sugar
and refined carbohydrates. Several studies have
shown that consuming foods of this type can increase the inflammatory response in joints.
Physical activity and weight loss are two
effective non-drug treatments for osteoarthritis.
Physical activity on a regular basis helps strengthen muscles and bones, increase flexibility and
stamina and improve your general sense of wellbeing. Shedding extra pounds can ease the strain
on your joints and every pound lost reduces the
burden on your knees by four pounds.
Eating the right foods along with increasing
your physical activity and reducing your weight
can help reduce your symptoms of arthritis and
improve your quality of life.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner
and at two other locations in Metairie and on
the West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU
Medical School Department of Allied Health
Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. The
professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Sleep Center of New Orleans
Treating adults and children
SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep
better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a healthy
life. We want to improve your productivity
at work or school, enhance your mood and
concentration, by implementing evidence-based
sleep medicine.”
- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
Call us today if you
answer yes to 2 or more. CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION OF

M – TH Open 8:30 - 4:30
Fri & Sat –By appointment only

CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION

Evaluation and treatment of sleep disorders
Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea)
Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
Excessive daytime sleepiness
Narcolepsy with cataplexy
Restless leg syndrome
Insomnia

Snore?
Do you or anyone you know snore?

Tired?

Do you feel tired during the day?

Observed Apnea?
Stop breathing during the night?

Pressure High?
Do you have high
blood pressure?

NOW OPEN
ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

• Sleep-related breathing disorders
(Sleep apnea)
adian rhythm sleep disorder
• Circadian
• Excessive daytime
sleepiness
OPEN
• Narcolepsy with
HOUSE
NOVEMBER 17th
cataplexy
• Restless leg syndrome 3 PM - 6PM
• Insomnia

405-5582

M-TH OPEN 8:30-4:30
4232 WILLIAMS BLVD. SUITE #108 • KENNER
WWW.MYSCONO.COM or WWW.SLEEP4MYKIDS.COM

ACCEPTS MOST
INSURANCE
PLANS INCLUDING
MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID
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Law
A trap for the unwary
By Steven A. Watts

Stop by and try our

Foam Brush Automatic
Car Wash

$3

OFF

ANY CAR WASH
USE CODE 22520

Open Thanksgiving Day
Until Noon
FILL YOUR

Ice Cold Keg BEER

PROPANE
TANK
SOLD BY THE GALLON

Thanksgiving Turkey Frying
20 PACK

Longneck Bottles

17.99

Bud Coors Lite Bud Lite Miller Lite

2151 Williams Blvd.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

469-3503

o!
G
o
T

24 pk suitcase

20.99

Bud
Bud Lite

Coors Lite
Miller Lite

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

Kenner School Spotlight: Clancy Maggiore
Elementary School for the Arts
The U.S. Department of Education recognized John Clancy/Joseph Maggiore Elementary School for the Arts as a 2016 National Blue Ribbon School. As one of two artsintegrated schools in the Jefferson Parish Public School System, students at ClancyMaggiore Elementary receive music, visual art, and dance classes at every grade
level. An understanding and appreciation for the fine arts is integrated into the school’s
curriculum, creating a unique combination of artistic expression and instruction.
The mission at Clancy-Maggiore Elementary is to engage students in an arts integrated curriculum to
advance academic success, critical thinking, and creativity. Arts in education foster a sense of community among students. Creative peer interaction within the arts teaches students personal passion
and determination. The arts also foster healthy lifestyles
through exposure to various mediums of expression,
communication and exercise. When students create art
or perform, they employ critical thinking and collaboration skills to be successful. We aim to develop these critical-thinking skills as well as social skills and confidence,
while nurturing their creativity, sensitivity and unique
potential. It is important in education to teach students
through positive experiences. With a diverse population of 600 pre-kindergarten through fifth graders,
students are empowered to excel by our school motto of Work Hard/Get SMART.
Danesha Dorsey is the principal of Clancy-Maggiore
Elementary School for the Arts. The school is represented in District VII by Jefferson Parish School Board Vice
President Melinda Doucet. It is located at 2100 Maine
Avenue in Kenner. For more information about ClancyMaggiore Elementary, call 504-469-3664. You can also
follow the school on Twitter at @ClancyEagles.
KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates
Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary,
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle,
Schneckenburger Elementary, Washington Montessori, G. T. Woods Elementary

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Surprises can be
exciting or stressful.
It all depends on the
context. Unless you
have won the lottery, financial surprises are generally not welcome events. The receipt of a loved one’s
worldly assets is probably not the best time to receive
bad news. Unfortunately, in some circumstances, an
unwelcome surprise can attach itself to a loved one’s
benevolent gift. It is during this reflective season of
life that a thoughtful pause can serve to spare an heir
from embarrassment and needless financial loss.
Under Louisiana law, the receipt of a decedent’s
assets is typically memorialized by a judgment of possession. If the judgment contains real estate, it is normally recorded in the conveyance records of the parish in which the real property is located. This simple
event can give rise to unanticipated problems.
Since a judgment of possession acts as a sort of
“bill of sale” confirming the transfer of the real property from the decedent to his or her heirs, this transfer
is subject to any recorded judgments or liens in the
names of the heirs. For example, if there is a money
judgment recorded against “Heir A,” a piece of property jointly inherited by “Heir A” and his siblings, will
be subject to the judgment. The judgment will encumber the inherited property and act as a “cloud” upon
the title of the property. This judgment or lien would
have to be paid and removed in order for a sale or
mortgage of the property to take place. Of course, this
is not welcome news to the debtor heir nor his “innocent” siblings. Additionally, since judicial mortgages or
judgments remain effective on the public records for
a period of ten years from recordation (and can be reinscribed for another ten years) the problem does not
typically resolve itself without active negotiations between the debtor and the judgment secured creditor.

Often, in succession matters, the focus is typically on the distribution of estate assets to the heirs.
Little, if any, consideration is given to the financial
status of the receiving heirs. A quick search of the
mortgage records can reveal any outstanding judgments or liens in the name of an heir that may have
an impact on the future sale or mortgage of inherited property. If a judgment or lien is discovered, a
timely negotiation of a release should be initiated
before the debtor heir receives any interest in the
estate property. Such action will typically result in
a significant savings to the debtor heir and prevent
any delay in the transfer of the property by the heir
and/or any co-heirs to a third party purchaser.
When a father’s or mother’s interest in the
family home or other real estate is inherited by a
child, grandchild or other heir, that heir’s interest
in the asset is subject to the claims of any of his
creditors. A simple search should be performed in
the indices of the mortgage records for every parish
in which succession property is located. The results
of this search can serve to alert the heirs about any
future title issues that may be created by recorded
judgments or liens against any particular heir. With
this knowledge, one can avoid any surprises that
may diminish the joy to be found in one of life’s
most poignant moments.
Steven A. Watts, a member of the Louisiana
State Bar Association, has been a practicing attorney for over 35 years. His office is located at
3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, in Metairie.
Estate planning, wills, trusts, successions, business transactions and corporate, franchise and
real estate law are his primary areas of practice. Watts is also the owner and manager of
Amerititle, Inc. and can be reached at 836-0811 or
swatts@wattsesq.com.

Education

Millage renewal vote impacts
generations of Jefferson Parish
children
By Isaac G. Joseph – Jefferson Parish Public School
System Superintendent
Every child deserves a quality education and every
community deserves quality public schools. The Jefferson Parish Public School System has experienced tremendous success over the past eight years. We still have
much more work to do, and we need your help to finish
the job.
On Saturday, December 10, 2016, Jefferson Parish
residents will have the opportunity to continue support of
their public schools by voting to renew the existing millage of 4 mills. Passing this renewal will have a positive
impact on generations of students in Jefferson Parish…
and it will come without any extra cost to taxpayers.
Funds generated from this renewal are dedicated
to the continuation and expansion of our technology department, routine maintenance of our schools and buildings and capital projects. The estimated $13.9 million
generated by this renewal directly impacts our teachers
and students across the parish – whether it’s by providing
our educators with laptops, ensuring our students have
access to current technology or keeping our school buildings safe and secure.
Here are just some of our accomplishments since

the last time this millage was renewed:
Our district letter grade improved from a D to a B.
Our number of A and B schools nearly tripled,
while our D and F schools fell by more than 60 percent.
We regularly outperform similar districts in our
state and we moved up twenty spots on the state rankings.
Five of the state’s top 10 public schools and seven
of the top 20 are right here in JPPSS.
With your help, we have seen remarkable growth.
Everyone in Jefferson Parish has a stake in this election
and in the success of our public school system. Please
vote on December 10.
Isaac G. Joseph is the first African American
superintendent of the Jefferson Parish Public School
System (JPPSS); the largest and most diverse school
district in Louisiana serving 48,000 students. During
his 30 year career with the district, Joseph served as an
educator, dean of student services, principal, assistant
superintendent of human resources and executive director of grants and federal programs.

Airport
Holiday travel tips
By Walter J. Krygowski – Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport Acting Director of Aviation
With the holiday
The TSA Pre✓™ Program can also help speed
season upon us, many
up the process of getting to your gate. Passengers
people will be travel- enrolled in TSA Pre✓™ can expect a shorter wait
ling to visit family and
time at the security checkpoint and quicker screenfriends. The Louis Armstrong New Orleans Interna- ing because they do not have to remove shoes, laptional Airport is providing more convenient travel
tops, liquids, belts or jackets when being screened.
than ever before with service to a record-breaking
For more information about the TSA Pre✓™ Pro57 non-stop destinations on fifteen airlines. New
gram or to enroll, please visit https://universalendomestic destinations include two new routes with
roll.dhs.gov/programs/precheck.
Allegiant Air to Concord, North Carolina, beginning
Follow TSA packing and travel tips
November 18, 2016, and Cleveland, Ohio, set to
Passengers should be prepared for the Translaunch February 17, 2017. GLO also began service
portation Security Administration (TSA) security
to its fifth destination Huntsville, Alabama, on Sep- screening process to help minimize the screening
tember 30, 2016.
wait times. To expedite the screening process, our
To make your holiday travel from Armstrong
passengers should visit the TSA website at www.tsa.
International a more enjoyable experience, we
gov beforehand to become familiar with what items
want to share some helpful travel tips.
can and cannot be carried on-board the aircraft.
Travel on off-peak days
The TSA website has tips and videos on prohibited
In general, the Wednesday before and the Sun- items, the 3-1-1 liquid rule, traveling with infants,
day after Thanksgiving are the busiest airport travel
what type of locks may be used on your checked
days. Christmas and New Year’s occur on the week- bags and many more areas of interest that will help
end this year, so it is expected that the Friday and
you prepare for travel.
Monday around the holidays will be busy travel days.
For example, wrapped gifts are not prohibited
Passengers should take this into account when
as long as they do not contain any item that canmaking their airline reservations. Off-peak days
not be carried on-board the aircraft. However, if
may offer less congestion or possibly a lower air fare. for some reason a wrapped package needs to be
Arrive early
further checked by TSA, they may have to unwrap
During the holiday travel season, the number
it to take a closer look inside. We recommend pasof passengers travelling will typically be greater
sengers wrap their holiday gifts after their flight or
than the rest of the year. For this reason, please
ship them ahead of time to avoid the possibility of
allow sufficient time to arrive, park or drop off pas- having to open them during the screening process.
sengers, check-in with your airline, and process
Items purchased after the security checkpoint have
through security to arrive at your gate in a timely
been pre-screened and can be taken on the plane.
manner. Airlines recommend that passengers arWe hope these tips save you time during your
rive at least two hours prior to their scheduled de- holiday travel and make your visit to the Airport as
parture time. Remember not all parking options
stress-free as possible. We look forward to welcommay be available at all times during peak holiday
ing you as you travel through Armstrong Internatravel. Consider taking alternate transportation to
tional this holiday season.
the airport to avoid parking congestion.
Avoid lines
Walter J. Krygowski, the acting director of
The airline check-in process may be longer
aviation for Louis Armstrong New Orleans Interthan normal during the busy travel periods like
national, may be reached at airport@flymsy.com.
holidays. To avoid these lines, it is recommended
Check your local listings for the air time of the
to check-in online. Most airlines provide an option Armstrong International Airport 30 minute televito check-in for your flight on their website or us- sion program, “Airport Alive” or view it on the airing their app up to 24 hours before your scheduled
port website, www.flymsy.com, by clicking on the
departure time. Print boarding passes at home or “Airport Alive” link on the “News and Stats” page.
consider using an electronic boarding pass on your
Follow the airport on facebook.com/MSYAirport
smartphone. Also consider using a carry-on bag
and twitter.com/NO_Airport. To find out how to be
instead of checking a bag so you can bypass the
a volunteer at the airport, click on “Ambassador”
airline ticket counter and go right to the security
on the airport’s website homepage.
checkpoint with your boarding pass and carry-on
bag. Please check with your airline on their limitation of size and weight for carry-on bags.
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Assurance Care Provider LLC
Mr. Ron Tassin, CEO

OUTPATIENT SERVICES

Mental Health & Substance Abuse Services
Located in the Kenner Rivertown Community

➢ Over 14 Years of Services
❖ CARF ACCREDITATED
❖ Certified by the Office

of Behavior Health
OUTPATIENT MENTAL HEALTH
SUBSTANCE ABUSE | REHABILITATION

Counseling and Therapy ❖ Crisis Management
Medication Management

❖ WE WELCOME CHILDREN,
ADOLESCENT AND ADULTS
❖ MEDICAID AND PRIVATE PAY
ACCEPTED AT THIS TIME
Hours: 9am - 5pm Monday - Friday
2145 Rev. Richard Wilson Dr. (formerly Jefferson Hwy.)

472-0068

OPEN HOUSE DATES
November 17 - Grades 9 & 10
December 1 - Pre-K/Kindergarten
January 12 - Grades 1 - 8

from the Staff of the Kenner Star

Openings in Pre-K, Kindergarten and 9th grade
Visit discoveryhsf.org/admissions
for more information.

DISCOVERY
HEALTH SCIENCES ACADEMY
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Automotive

Following service intervals saves
money
By Scott Zimmerman

3rd Annual Rivertown
Main Street Jazz Brunch
Where: The Crossing, 519 Williams Blvd. Kenner, LA
When: Sunday November 6, 11 a.m. till 2 p.m.
Price: $40.00 per ticket
*Open seating, tables of 10 can be reserved
Details of the Jazz Brunch Include:
New Orleans Brunch fare, complimentary champagne, and cash bar.
Donated Art will be available for purchase from local artists.
Visit EventBrite (Rivertown Jazz Brunch) to purchase your ticket online.
Show your support for the
Historic Rivertown Main Street District!
Proceeds from the Third Annual Rivertown Main Street Jazz Brunch
Fund raiser will go towards improvements to the Kenner Science
Center Public Art Courtyard and Art Gallery. The proceeds will go
towards renovating the Science Center Courtyard into a shared community space that will play host to future Art Markets.
The second phase will be the renovation of the old Rivertown Art
Gallery into a fully functioning Public Art Gallery and event space.
For questions regarding tickets contact
Mike Ince at mince@kenner.la.us.

There are a lot
of things in life that
Kenner
residents
have to do on a regular basis. We wash dishes every
day, do our laundry, mow our lawns every week and
pay the bills every month. We should go to our dentist twice a year and see our doctor for a check-up
once a year. When we don’t stay on schedule with
these routines, it can lead to embarrassing, painful
or expensive consequences.
Scheduled maintenance is also part of good
car care. Drivers should take their vehicles in regularly for a good check-up. But many folks struggle
to remember, or actually even ignore, this auto advice. When it comes to our cars, we’re more likely
to listen to “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it” than “An
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” Yet
it is the second adage that is the more applicable
one.
Regular brushing treatments prevent cavities. Filling a cavity prevents a more painful and
more expensive root canal. In the same way, if you
replace coolant/antifreeze in your vehicle, you can
prevent cooling system leaks. Repairing leaks can
prevent engine failure. So why do we procrastinate?
One reason might be that “ignorance is bliss.”
We can see dirty dishes on the counter and how
long our grass is getting. We can smell how dirty
our clothes are, but we don’t notice how dirty our
transmission fluid is getting. However, trouble in
our SUVs is like trouble in our bodies – ignorance
is not bliss. High blood pressure can lead to heart
damage and inadequate coolant can lead to engine
damage. However, we can’t know about either one
unless we take the time for a diagnostic check-up.
Another reason auto owners put off scheduled maintenance for their vehicles may be that
we are simply intimidated by automotive care. After all, we understand how to take care of clothing,
dishes, lawns, etc. Most of us have a basic working
knowledge of our bodies and feel qualified to explain how we feel. But our vehicles? What exactly
does routine, preventive maintenance involve?
Most auto owners don’t know.
Of course, our vehicles come with owner’s
manuals that do a good job of explaining what
routine maintenance is and how often our vehicles
need it. But how many auto owners actually read
them?
The good news is that all drivers have to do
is remember to take their vehicles to a reputable,
service center. Like a good doctor, your friendly
local service technician will be able to tell you
what maintenance and service your car needs

and when. The service center can track your car’s
maintenance records – just as a doctor maintains
your health records – so that your vehicle is getting
the service it needs in a timely manner.
Here are some guidelines to help car owners
understand the basics of preventive maintenance.
Fluids. If it’s a liquid, it has to be replaced
regularly. Your owner’s manual will tell you how
often. Liquids include oil, transmission fluid, coolant, power steering fluid, brake fluid and differential fluid. There may be others. Check with your
owner’s manual or your service center for specifics
on your vehicle.
Tires. They need routine, scheduled care to
wear well. Primarily, they need air. But they also
need to be rotated, balanced and aligned.
Brakes. Brakes and shock absorbers wear
out. There’s no way to avoid it. Worn parts need to
be replaced.
Fuel. Obviously your auto needs gas on a regular basis. But the fuel system also needs periodic
maintenance. Air filters and fuel filters get dirty
and need to be replaced. The fuel system needs to
be kept clean.
These are the basics of car maintenance. Of
course, there are other parts of your car that need
to be inspected regularly, such as the battery, exhaust system, belts, etc. These parts have longer
life cycles than your fluids, tires, brakes and filters,
and so don’t need to be replaced as often.
If you are taking your vehicle in for the basics,
then your service center will let you know when it
is time for an inspection of these other things. Or
they may notice a problem when doing routine
maintenance and let you know. Either way, you’ll
get a heads-up when your vehicle needs more attention.
If you’re not convinced yet that your vehicle
needs regular service, consider that not doing so
will cost you in decreased miles per gallon, lower
performance and compromised safety. These could
lead to costly repair bills and costly accidents.
Just like a good dental check-up, a good auto
check-up can save you from experiencing embarrassing, costly and painful situations.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and
operated full-service tire and automotive shop,
located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner.
Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday
through Friday and 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on
Saturdays. Scotty’s website is www.scottystireandauto.com.

Submit an anonymous tip
directly to the Kenner Police
Department about Criminal /
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject,
or Other Types of Suspicious
incidents in your Community
Ask a Banker to Learn More.
Visit a branch or go online. | GULFBANK.COM | 800.223.2060
GCB_FreeChecking1/4pagead.indd 1

10/24/16 12:53 PM

Go to www.kennerpd.com

KENNER STR  NOVEMBER 2016

Banking

17

A community banker’s advice to the Federal Reserve
By Guy Williams
With the financial crisis now many
years in the past, it
is time to consider
the next steps. In the
immediate aftermath of the crisis, the Federal Reserve reduced interest rates and then later began
to purchase securities, all in an effort to stimulate
the U.S. economy.
Those efforts were largely successful, but
were often countered by ill-conceived over regulation of all business segments. Nonetheless, the
underlying strength of the U.S. economy has produced the strongest growth in the developed world,
although that growth is anemic compared to past
deep recessions.
Quantitative easing was intended to increase
asset prices and re-inflate the real estate sector. It
was also intended to increase farm income. The
first two goals were met, while farm income has
been plagued by global low prices.
Low rates also tilted the tables in favor of
borrowers and against savers. If you were in the
market for a loan or mortgage refinance, you were
a winner. If you were attempting to live on interest

and dividend income, you were a loser.
Predictably these rate and market interventions have affected consumer behavior. Stock
market investors have priced the market to levels
that are very high compared to long term earnings
multiples. Risky assets such as junk bonds are also
trading at very high prices compared to their longterm average rates. Real estate, especially in the
most vigorous markets is now priced above precrisis levels.
Unfortunately as time passes, the risks of
quantitative easing accumulate and the losers
multiply.
The three biggest losers are senior citizens,
those nearing retirement and taxpayers.
Senior citizens lose because low rates mean
either lower interest income from safe investments combined with higher property taxes as the
QE process pushes real estate prices higher.
Folks nearing or planning for retirement are
being told to save more because their expected investment income will be lower in the future. They
are also being encouraged to defer retirement if
possible.
Taxpayers are also losers because lower bor-

rowing costs have concealed the long-term cost of
the significant increase in Federal and local debt,
combined with the increasingly likely dilemma of
significant underfunding of municipal pensions.
These debts are substantial compared to the total
size of the economy and will ultimately lead to either much higher taxes or serious inflation.
Therefore, at this point, low rates and quantitative easing have resulted in a potential asset
bubble in equities, high yield bonds and income
producing assets of all kinds. QE has also resulted
in reduced spending by those planning for retirement and those already retired.
What should the Federal Reserve do? Begin
to raise interest rates. Historically the Fed funds
rate has been close to the inflation rate. This would
mean that the Fed funds rate which is now .50
percent should be between 1.25 percent and 1.70
percent based upon our current inflation rate. The
Federal Reserve has favored borrowers for too long.
It is only fair to begin to consider the fate of savers.
A higher Fed funds rate would mean better yields
on savings deposits and certificates of deposit.
The Fed should also allow its portfolio of securities to roll off as they mature. A large portfo-

lio of securities is only a temptation for congress
to spend this income on unrelated matters while
exposing the Federal Reserve to significant interest rate risk.
We recognize that our recovery has been slow
and tentative, so the rate increases needn’t be
abrupt; they can even be less than the standard 25
basis points.
A plan to raise rates by 10 basis points per
meeting combined with rolling off the Fed’s securities portfolio would go a long way toward redressing the imbalance between savers and borrowers.
Even more important, the continued low rates
are now counterproductive since they are discouraging spending and creating new asset bubbles.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust
Company. Their Kenner branch office is located
at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez,
vice-president and branch manager can be
contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar, vice president and commercial lender, can be contacted
at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s
website at www.gulfbank.com.

Airport
JetBlue begins flights to Fort Lauderdale from New Orleans
On September 29, 2016, JetBlue Airways
began daily non-stop flights to Fort LauderdaleHollywood International Airport from Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport. Fort
Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport is
one of JetBlue’s hub airports where passengers
can conveniently connect to more than 50 destinations. Service to Fort Lauderdale will be offered on
JetBlue’s Airbus A320 aircraft departing New Orleans at 8:48 a.m. and arriving in Fort Lauderdale
at 11:33 a.m.
“We are proud to be launching daily service to
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Air-

port from our Florida focus city, Fort LauderdaleHollywood” said Dave Clark, vice president of network planning at JetBlue. “This new route not only
gives New Orleans a new nonstop option to Florida
but also provides a great connection to our many
destinations in the Caribbean and Latin America
– everywhere from the Bahamas to Colombia to
Mexico to Puerto Rico and beyond.”
With this new route, JetBlue now serves three
destinations from New Orleans. Other serviced
destinations include Boston and New York’s JFK
Airport. In addition to adding this new route, JetBlue is celebrating 15 years of operations in New

Orleans.
“We thank JetBlue for its fifteen years of service in New Orleans and look forward to many
more great years to come,” said New Orleans
Mayor Mitch Landrieu. “We are very pleased that
JetBlue chose to expand their reach from New Orleans with flights to Fort Lauderdale.”
“JetBlue’s service to Fort Lauderdale will increase competition and foster new growth in our
market,” said New Orleans Aviation Board Chairwoman Cheryl Teamer. “JetBlue has established a
great presence in New Orleans through their longevity at Armstrong International.”

“Fort Lauderdale is a huge hub offering countless destinations for JetBlue passengers,” said New
Orleans Councilman Jared Brossett, chair of the
transportation and aviation committee. “Traveling
from New Orleans to Fort Lauderdale provides limitless connectivity to anywhere passengers want to
go.”
“JetBlue’s service and commitment to New Orleans is commendable,” said Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International Airport Director of Aviation
Iftikhar Ahmad. “We appreciate the positive impact the airline makes not only in the airport, but
also in the community.”

British Airways announces non-stop service to London from New Orleans
On October 20, 2016, British Airways announced it will begin year-round service to London
from New Orleans beginning March 27, 2017. This
new international non-stop flight departs four
times per week from Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport to London Heathrow. From
London Heathrow, British Airways’ passengers
can connect seamlessly to over 130 destinations in
Europe and beyond. This announcement welcomes
the airport’s sixth international destination.
Acting Kenner Mayor Michael Sigur, said, “We
are very happy to have British Airways at Armstrong International Airport. The city of Kenner
is looking forward to hosting such an esteemed
airline and we look forward to the many visitors
that will come here. Economically, the airport
continues to grow and therefore Kenner is a direct
benefactor of that growth. Our doors will always be
open to British Airways and we look forward to this
partnership going forward.”
Simon Brooks, Senior Vice President, British
Airways, said “We are delighted to be adding New

Orleans to the British Airways global network. It’s
such a vibrant city and like London, it boasts an
iconic music and arts scene. I’m sure it will be a big
hit with British visitors. We are also pleased to be
connecting our two cities as developing technology
hubs and look forward to increased business opportunities as a result of the new service.
British Airways will be operating a Boeing 787-800 Dreamliner, the newest aircraft of
their fleet. Each of the Dreamliner’s 214 seats is
equipped with widescreen TVs, an entertainment
system capable of connecting with passengers’ devices and an in-seat chat system for talking to family or friends on the flight. The aircraft is divided
into three cabins with 154 seats in World Traveller
(economy), 25 seats in World Traveller Plus (premium economy), and 35 seats in Club World (business). Passengers can enjoy free meals, beverages
and a free checked bag.
The new service will depart from London
Heathrow at 3:40 p.m. and arrive at Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport at 7:40

p.m. The departure will be at 9:10.p.m. from New
Orleans arriving into London Heathrow’s Terminal

5 at noon the next day. Tickets are now available
for purchase on www.ba.com.

JOB OFFER /OFERTA DE EMPLEO
2723 ROOSEVELT BLVD
KENNER, LOUISIANA 70062

504-704-6632
504-464-4619

MEXICAN RESTAURANT HIRING NOW
BILINGUAL ENGLISH/SPANISH:
WAITRESSES • COOKS • CASHIERS
Chilangos_1016.indd 1
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It’s time to take a stand
By Rafael E. Saddy
In the United
States, the Social
Security
program
provides workers and
their families with retirement, disability and survivor’s insurance benefits.
Workers earn these benefits by paying into the system during their working years. It’s a promise that’s
been kept for generations. However, the world has
changed since the 1930s and to keep that promise
for future generations Social Security needs to be
updated for the 21st century. Our leaders need to act.
Every year our leaders wait and do nothing, finding a
solution grows more difficult.
That’s why AARP launched “Take A Stand” – a
national campaign to press the presidential candidates to lay out a plan to update Social Security so
it’s financially sound with adequate benefits and

give real answers about how they’ll keep Social Security strong for future generations. If our leaders
don’t act, future retirees could lose up to $10,000
a year. Consider how a cut of this magnitude could
affect future retirees in every state. It would reduce
seniors’ income, push more into poverty and reduce
money available for basic needs like food, healthcare
and utilities.
The only way to make progress is for our national leaders to make Social Security a priority and put
serious proposals on the table. And it starts with presidential leadership. Anyone who thinks they’re ready
to be president of the United States should be able
to tell voters how they’ll keep Social Security strong.
For nearly 60 years, AARP has been fighting
for Social Security, guided by principles and commitment to keep the promise for future generations,
fighting to ensure that hard working Americans

who pay into Social Security get the benefits they’ve
earned. With Take A Stand, the AARP promises to
keep fighting to make sure the next president has a
plan to keep Social Security strong for you, your children and generations to come.
Community Announcements
November 8 – For the upcoming election on
November 8 we will have a chance to vote for our
U.S. president, Kenner mayor and Kenner councilman-at-large. The polls are open from 6:00 a.m.
until 8:00 p.m. For information such as precinct
number, polling site location, candidates, which
district you are in, election results or any other
elections related information, go online to www.
geauxvote.com or call the Jefferson Parish Registrar of Voters at 736-6191.

November 9 – Last day to register for the
open general and Congressional elections held
on December 6, 2016.
November 12 – Asociación de Guatemala en
Louisiana coronation and gala dance for the 20162017 Senorita Guatemala Queen at the Jefferson
Orleans North in Metairie from 9:00 p.m. until 2:00
a.m. Music by Ovi’G and the Froggies (Los Ranas).
For information call 810-8831.
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for the Latin American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the governing
board of directors of Ochsner Medical CenterKenner. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net.
Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284,
Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Government
Electronic waste and household hazardous materials collection event scheduled
The Jefferson Parish Department of Environmental Affairs, a Keep America Beautiful Affiliate,
will partner with the city of Gretna, the Jefferson
Parish Sheriff’s Office and the Capital Area Corporate
Recycling Council (CACRC) to collect household hazardous materials and electronics from Jefferson Parish residents on Saturday, November 5, 2016, in the
parking lot adjacent to Second Parish Court at 100
Derbigny Street in Gretna from 9:00 a.m. until noon.
Residents should enter from the Derbigny Street side
of the property and exit along Huey P Long Avenue.
This endeavor is part of the parish’s participation in “America Recycles Day.” Jefferson Parish is
one of 600 affiliates participating in this national
event, which targets waste reduction, recycling and
other community environmental endeavors.
Leftover household products that contain corrosive, toxic, ignitable or reactive ingredients are considered to be “household hazardous material” or “HHM.”
Products, such as paints, common household cleaners,

oils, batteries and pesticides that contain potentially
hazardous ingredients require special care when you
dispose of them.
The improper disposal of household hazardous
material can include pouring waste down the drain,
on the ground, into storm drains or in some cases, putting it out with the trash. The dangers of such disposal
methods might not be immediately obvious, but improper disposal can pollute the environment and pose
a threat to human health.
Only the following items will be accepted
Mercury-containing equipment: Thermostats,
thermometers, elemental mercury
Paint: Latex coatings, oil paint, varnishes,
wood preservers in original container
Lawn and garden products: Pesticides, herbicides, fungicides, fertilizers, bug sprays
Household cleaning products: Cleaning solvents,
corrosive cleaners, oven cleaners, drain cleaners,
disinfectants, degreasers

Household chemicals: Pool chemicals, photo
chemicals
Lighting components: Ballasts, fluorescent and
neon light bulbs and tubes
Small arms ammunition, pyrotechnics and safety equipment: Rifle and pistol cartridges, shot gun
shells, fireworks, fire extinguishers
Electronic waste: Computers, LCD monitors,
printers, radios, camcorders, VCRs, CD players,
DVD players, MP3 players, telephones, stereos, Xbox
Gaming Systems, Playstations, Wii, digital cameras
and digital video cameras, digital picture frames,
portable navigation and GPS devices (Garmin,
Magellan, Tom-Tom), fax machines, circuit boards
(of any type), processors, uninterruptible power
supplies (UPS), toner cartridges, ink jet cartridges,
televisions, CRT monitors, noncommercial copy machines, printers, power tools
Automotive Waste: Motor oil, antifreeze, gasoline, automotive fluids and car batteries will be

Century Title, Inc.

CITY OF KENNER

Important Emergency Contacts

“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert closing assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

Randy Lovitt
3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •
Century Title_0515.indd 1

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609
4/26/15 6:13 PM

accepted but can also be recycled throughout the
year at the Metairie drop-off site located at 400 David Drive between Airline Drive and West Metairie
Avenue.
Commercial waste will not be accepted at this
event.
These materials will not be accepted: Nonresidential waste of any kind, medical waste or medicines
of any kind, propane tanks, weapons and explosives
(guns, hand grenades, dynamite, etc.), Styrofoam including packing peanuts, school lab waste
Non-hazardous items such as paper, cardboard,
tin and aluminum cans and plastic containers should
not be brought to this event but should be recycled
through normal garbage programs.
For additional information, contact Jefferson
Parish Department of Environmental Affairs Director
Michael Lockwood at 731-4612.

Kenner City Hall

468-7200

LA State Trooper

471-2775
363-5500

Kenner Police

712-2222 OR 911

Jeff Parish Sheriff

Kenner Fire

467-2211 OR 911

Entergy

1-800-968-8213
1-888-322-8667

Public Works

468-7515

Atmos

Code Enforcement

468-4068

Water Dept

736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage)

468-7292

Red Cross (Local)

620-3105
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Treasure Chest cooks up some Thanksgiving fun
By Rodney Miller – Treasure Chest Casino Marketing Director
Anybody who
has put together and
hosted a full Thanksgiving meal can tell
you that a lot of time,
planning, sweat and care go into it. So in the spirit
of Thanksgiving, your Treasure Chest Casino is going
all out to put together a whole month of food and fun
you’ll be thankful for!
We’re preheating the oven Fridays in November with “Gobble It Up Hot Seats.” From 8:00 p.m.
until 11:00 p.m., one “Hot Seat” winner will be selected every thirty minutes to spin and win $75 up to
$250 slot dollars! Plus, you have a chance to multiply
your winnings for a top prize of $1,000 slot dollars!
Just play your favorite table game or machine for
your chance to win!
And speaking of slot machines, this month
we’re whetting your appetite for winning with some

new titles. Come on down and try Kronos, Zeus,
Lamp of Destiny and Wonder Rose.
Then things really get cooking Saturday, November 19 with “Progressive Payday Drawings!” In
fact, lately the “Progressive Payday” has been downright sizzling! We’ve had two winners since our last Kenner
Star update! We had
one winner claim the
September $30,000
top prize, which reset
the top prize to $10,000
for October. And then someone turned around and won that top
prize as well! And with November’s top prize guaranteed, you could be next! From 7:00 p.m. until 9:00
p.m. when 15 winners will be selected to instantly
win $50 slot dollars, plus a spot in the “Grand Finale”
drawing at 9:30 p.m. where all qualifiers will select

an envelope worth at least $200 with one guaranteed winner of $10,000 slot dollars! Come see if you
can be the third winner in as many months!
And of course, all our planning and care culminates in Thanksgiving. Some would argue that
Thanksgiving is all about
giving
thanks,
but at Treasure Chest
Casino you
never need
to thank us.
Let us thank you by
taking care of your Thanksgiving feast. Join us Thanksgiving Day, November 24
from 11:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. for our “Thanksgiving
Buffet Special.” All you can eat of your Thanksgiving
favorites for just $28.99!
And after all that food and fun, you’ll be ready

to loosen that belt, kick back and relax and get
ready for December when we’ll have another heaping helping of holiday fun. We look forward to hosting you this November and as always, we’ll see you
on the lake!
As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must
be 21 or older to enter the casino and become a B
Connected member. Membership is free and rules
and restrictions apply.
Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino
Marketing Director which is located is located at
5050 Williams Blvd in Kenner on the lake. Visit the
website at www.treasurechestcasino.com or call
443-8000.

Free live entertainment at Treasure Chest Casino in November
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom.
Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at

5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is
open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday.

The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the
casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com,
for more information.

Below is a list of entertainment with schedule
and times subject to change.

Wed., November 2
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sat., November 5
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Seabrook

Fri., November 11
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
The River City Hit Squad

Thurs., November 17
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Sun., November 20
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sat., November 26
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
The Wiseguys

Thurs., November 3
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Topcats

Sun., November 6
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sat., November 12
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Ruff N Ready

Fri., November 18
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Cullen Landry & The Midnight Streetcar

Wed., November 23
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sun., November 27
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Fri., November 4
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
The Sizzlin Band

Wed., November 9
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sun., November 13
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Thurs., November 24
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Esplanade

Wed., November 30
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., November 10
Closed Private Party

Wed., November 16
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sat., November 19
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Good Feelin Band

Fri., November 25
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
The Blenderz

Treasure Chest Casino continues helping the community this holiday season
During the upcoming holiday season, the tradition of “Trees of Hope” will be held once again at
Treasure Chest Casino. “The community of Kenner
and visitors of Treasure Chest Casino will enjoy a
beautiful holiday display aimed to help local nonprofit organizations,” said Treasure Chest Casino
Marketing Director Rodney Miller.
Trees of Hope, a tree-decorating contest benefitting non-profit organizations throughout the community, is in its seventh year. Eighteen non-profit
organizations will be selected to decorate holiday
trees in their own unique style throughout the walkway leading into Treasure Chest Casino.
From December 1 to 15, 2016, members of the
public are invited to visit Treasure Chest and vote

for their favorite trees. Treasure Chest will award
a $15,000 prize pool to participating charities. Winners will be decided by public vote submitted at
Treasure Chest.
“Through the values of Boyd Gaming we recognize the importance of giving back to the community we call home,” said Miller. “We’re excited to
bring this tradition back for its seventh season. It is
a great way to highlight and support the great work
of participating non-profit organizations.”
To apply for a tree, non-profit organizations
are required to send an informational email with
the name and mission of the group as well as a contact name, phone number and email address to Alexandra Raphiel at alexandraraphi el@boydgam-

Kenner Police Department

Drug Tip
Hotline

466-3073

ing.com by November 11, 2016. Due to the limited
number of trees, not all organizations that apply are
guaranteed a spot in the competition. The Trees of
Hope Committee will select candidates and contact

organizations by November 15, 2016.
Treasure Chest Casino is docked on Lake Pontchartrain in Kenner’s Laketown.

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

The Executive
Achievers Association meets
for breakfast at 7 a.m.

Thursday, November 10
at Messina’s Catering,
2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

Generate Solid Leads
Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident Public Speaker

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member
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Election
from page 1

System, five as an administrator, and began serving
as Kenner District 4 Councilwoman in 2006, was reelected in 2010 and began her current term of Kenner Councilwoman-at-large in 2014.
Morella is a retired Kenner resident and
long-time critic of city and parish government
who has run for elective offices in the past. Morella is an “Other” party candidate.
Reynaud, a Republican, first took office after
being elected as Kenner District 3 Councilman in
2012 to fulfill the unexpired two-year term of Zahn
who vacated his Kenner seat to move to his parish
council position. Reynaud was re-elected to his first
full term as district councilman in 2014. Reynaud
is the owner of a local air conditioning and heating
business, A & H Service Company, Inc.
Zahn, a Republican, started serving his second
term last fall as Jefferson Parish District 4 Councilman. Prior to being initially elected to the parish
council in October 2011, Zahn served as Kenner District 3 Councilman starting in 2006, was reelected
in 2010 and served until he moved to the parish
council seat. Zahn owns a floral decorating business.
Running for the position of Kenner councilman-at-large, Division B, are two Republican candidates, Victor Amstutz and “Tom” Willmott. The
seat became available when former Councilmanat-large Keith Conley vacated the position after
being appointed chief operating officer of Jeffer-

son Parish by Yenni.
Amstutz is a former law enforcement officer
with the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office who
retired with 38 years of service. During the last
ten years Amstutz was the JPSO’s Fourth District
Commander working closely with the Kenner Police Department. For nine years Amstutz was a
consultant for the U. S. Department of State as
a crisis response team instructor through their
anti-terrorism assistance program.
Willmott, an attorney and registered nurse, is
currently serving as Louisiana State Representative of District 92, which includes parts of Kenner.
Willmott served nine years as state representative
beginning in 2008, is in the final year of his term and
is term-limited. Willmott has served on many legislative committees including health and welfare, municipal, parochial and cultural affairs, joint capital
outlay and ways and means.
If a runoff election for mayor or the council
seat is necessary, it will be held on Saturday, December 10, 2016.
The newly elected incoming mayor and
councilman-at-large partial terms will end on
June 30, 2018. A March 2018 municipal election
is scheduled for full four-year terms for all Kenner officials, including mayor, all seven council
positions and chief of police.
There are also six proposed state constitutional amendments on the ballot for voters to
approve. See box below for more information on
these amendments.

Guide to the 2016 Louisiana Constitutional
Amendments On November 8 ballot
AMENDMENT 1
Establishes new requirements for local registrars of voters.
A vote for would require standards of professional and educational experience for local
registrars of voters and more public disclosure in their hiring process. A vote against
would leave the existing job requirements in place and allow local governing authorities
greater discretion when filling registrar vacancies.
AMENDMENT 2
Tuition and fee autonomy to college management boards.
A vote for would let higher education management boards set annual tuition rates and fee
amounts for colleges and universities without legislative approval. A vote against would
preserve the state legislature’s authority over tuition and fee levels.
AMENDMENT 3
Eliminates federal income tax deduction for corporations on state tax returns and sets a flat
rate.
A vote for would eliminate the deduction for federal income taxes paid by corporations when
calculating state income taxes while triggering a flat corporate tax rate of 6.5%. A vote against
would allow corporations to continue receiving a state income tax deduction for federal income
taxes paid and allow the existing corporate tax rates and brackets to remain.
AMENDMENT 4
Property tax exemption for surviving spouses of persons killed in the line of duty.
A vote for would give surviving spouses of military, fire protection officers and law enforcement
personnel who died while on duty a full property tax exemption on their home. A vote against
would leave existing ad valorem property tax exemption levels and eligibility requirements in
place.
AMENDMENT 5
Creates a Revenue Stabilization Trust Fund.
A vote for would create the Revenue Stabilization Trust Fund to receive a portion of revenues
from corporate and mineral taxes and to spend the money on infrastructure and pension
liabilities. A vote against would continue to allow corporate tax and mineral revenue above a
certain threshold to flow into the state general fund for appropriation by the legislature.
AMENDMENT 6
Adjusts threshold for tapping protected funds.
A vote for would provide legislators a new way to tap into constitutionally protected funds
during revenue downturns and also extends protection to five existing funds. A vote against
would keep in place the existing trigger which allows the legislature to tap into otherwise
protected funds.
This information was reproduced from The Public Affairs Research Council (PAR) website. The website
also has descriptions of the current situations, proposed changes and arguments for and against all six
Louisiana Constitutional amendments on the November 8 ballot. Visit their website at www.parlouisiana.
org for more detailed information.
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The City of Kenner Community Development Department

Accepting Applications for the

rst -Time
FiQUIT
PAYING RENT… Own Your Own Home!

Homebuyers Assistance Program

WHO’S ELIGIBLE?

• Max purchase price
Grants up
to $35,000

Eligible participants include individuals
and families that . . .

$180,500

• Located in

1. have a total household income at or
below 80% of the Area Median Income
as defined by HUD. Current income
limits based on family size are:

incorporated Kenner

• Serve as applicant’s

Down Payment
& Closing Cost
Assistance up to
$10,000

primary residence

• Be owner-occupied

Grant
Repayment is
Forgiven Over
an Affordability
period

single family dwelling

• Home must be

move-in ready
(meet HQS standards)

2. have not owned a home during the past
three years nor been disqualified from
program participation.
3. Self-Employed or Working
Individuals with evidence of a steady
income for 2 or more years

Household Income Limits

Household Size

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Maximum Income $33,600 $38,400 $43,200 $48,000 $51,850 $55,700 $59,550

8
$63,400

Program applications are available online at www.kenner.la.us or at
City of Kenner Community Development Department
624 Williams Blvd. | Kenner, LA 70062 | 504-468-7588

Call Joan Baptiste to make your dream of owning a home come true!
COMPLETE APPLICATIONS ARE ACCEPTED UNTIL ALL FUNDS ARE COMMITTED ON A
FIRST-COME FIRST SERVE BASIS

Michael G. Sigur – Acting Mayor
City of Kenner

Arleeta O. Terrell – Director
Community Development Dept.

Advertise in the
468-9125
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FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE
BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
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Automatic Standby
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Come watch
your football at
Stepbrothers.
Nobody does it
better than us!
OPEN 11 am - 4 am

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

We are the place
to watch LSU &
Saints games
on our 19 TVs.
Not a bad seat
in the house.

Beer bucket specials, great
food & special giveaways
throughout the season. DJ
before, during & after the
game. NFL Ticket. WIFI.

Come early on Sunday
for our Bloody Mary
Specials & pregame
shows on so you
can make sure your
Fantasy Team lineup
is the best it can be.

WE HAVE YOU COVERED
THURSDAY-MONDAY FOR FOOTBALL.
NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!

Give your family
Peace Of Mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a
calm and rational atmosphere

Call Today: 466-8577

Food bank
from page 1

don’t want anyone to go hungry at any time,” said
Terrell, “but the holiday season is special and we try
to make sure no one is left out. We hope the community will once again this year rally around the food
bank to be sure that we are able to take care of all
those who come to our door,” said Terrell. “I feel confident that the meals we provide hungry folks sometimes will be in many cases the difference between
life and death, especially for babies, the elderly and
the homeless.”
Eligible families are provided one to three
boxes of food weighing 30 to 40 pounds according
to family size. The Kenner Food Bank is a member
agency of Second Harvest Food Bank Greater New
Orleans and Acadiana. Weekly, food is delivered to
the food bank and other community partners help
keep the food bank stocked such as local churches,
businesses, schools, civic groups and caring families
and individuals.
To receive assistance from the food bank, the
USDA and Second Harvest require that a family’s
income cannot exceed the limits established by the
USDA for the respective family size. Visit the Kenner
Community Development’s tab on the city’s website,
www.kenner.la.us, for details of how to apply. An
application can be picked up from the food bank or
downloaded from the city’s website.
Acting Kenner Mayor Michael Sigur joined in
the appeal, saying, “All of us can help to make the
holidays just a little brighter for those who are struggling to make ends meet. Helping others in need is
also a great lesson for our children and can estab-

Christmas Village
from page 1

congregation will delight visitors with song and
dance from 6:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. Celebrate the
season with a performance guaranteed to spread
the spirit of Christmas.”
Ken Marroccoli, Kenner’s Director of Parks
and Recreation, said, “Santa Claus will be visiting
Christmas Village every Friday, Saturday and Sunday from November 26 through December 18 from
5:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. and will also be available
for pictures every day the Christmas Village is open.”
Christmas Village admission and parking are
free. Non-profit organizations will be selling food
and drinks and live groups will entertain visitors

lish habits they will follow for a lifetime.”
On average the food bank feeds 740 families,
about 2,600 people per month.
“We feel so thankful and blessed,” says Terrell.
“We know that as in years past, Kenner residents will
come forward to be sure that every family in our city
has plenty to eat. We are thankful for all the caring
people of Kenner who have given such wonderful
support to the food bank as donors and volunteers.
People tell us all the time that it would be horrible if
anyone – from a baby to a senior citizen – were to go
hungry in Kenner on any day.”
Last December, the Kenner Food Bank moved
in to a new 2,200 square foot facility with off-street
parking and first-time ever modern refrigeration facilities, located at 317 Oxley Street at the corner of
Lloyd Price Avenue in Rivertown, three blocks west
of Williams Boulevard. The new facility replaced the
antiquated fire station that had served as a temporary home for the food bank for many years.
“We have always known that the people of Kenner cared about our mission and supported us with
donations of food and money as well as thousands of
volunteer hours,” said Terrell. “So, please continue
this year to help us help those who have a hard
time helping themselves or who have fallen on hard
times.”
Monetary donations by check or money order
are preferred and can be made out to Kenner Food
Bank and mailed or dropped off to the food bank
at 317 Oxley Street, Kenner, LA 70062. Food donations can be delivered to the food bank, as well,
from 9:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. For more information, call 468-7588.

every night.
“We invite the public to enjoy this ‘White Christmas’ in Rivertown. The forecast on November 26 is
snow in our Christmas Village,” said Marroccoli. “We
hope everyone will enjoy the small town Christmas
feeling Rivertown projects plus it’s a great way to
start off the holidays.”
In addition, the Kenner Planetarium and
MegaDome Cinema, located at 2020 Fourth Street
in Rivertown, will be open each Friday, December
2, 9, and 16, for a musical laser light show, “Laser
Holidays,” at 7:00 p.m.
Tickets are $4 per person per show and may be
purchased at the planetarium box office. For more
information call 468-7231.

Have a
street
light out
in your neighborhood?
Click on Entergy’s new online portal
to submit streetlight problems.
This is the fastest way to get the issue to them.
https://secure.entergy.com/forms/StreetLights.aspx?FormId=132&RegionId=LA
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Senior living community
from page 1

by Validus Senior Living based in Tampa, Florida,
who owns and operates a complete continuum of
leading-edge senior living communities, including
independent living, assisted living and memory
care. Validus officials say that upon arriving in south
Louisiana, they were inclined to seek a site on the
north shore. But, after viewing all that Kenner has
to offer – including easy access to Interstate 10 and
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
as well as excellent restaurants and shopping – they
opted for the Loyola Drive site.
Already open is an Inspired Living sales office

for attending these events and no RSVP is required.
Inspired Living’s wide range of lifestyle options
and care levels include well-appointed suites and
independent living apartments and inspiring health
and wellness programs. Whether residents are active and independent or need some assistance, their
needs can be met.
Residents can enjoy fresh, chef-prepared
meals in an elegant dining room or sip a cup of coffee in the bistro. Inspired Living programming includes cultural events and activities to promote social engagement and intellectual growth. Licensed
nursing care is available 24 hours a day, seven days
a week.
Among the unique offerings at Inspired Living

“Inspired Living is a state-of-the-art senior living community managed by Validus and we offer
many indoor and outdoor amenities. Our superb
modern technology integrates cameras, automatic
door locks and the capacity to call for help from
a wearable device. This enhanced technology
provides peace of mind that our residents can be
quickly located in the event of an emergency,” said
Rebecca Townsend, chief operating officer of Validus Senior Living. “We are looking forward to being

an active part of the Kenner community beginning
next year. We will help residents enjoy a truly engaging and rewarding lifestyle.”
The sales office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and by appointment
on weekends and evenings. For more information
on Inspired Living at Kenner, call 313 6600 or visit
the Validus website at www.validusseniorliving.
com/communities/inspired-living-at-kenner.

20 Food Booths
H Liv
e Music
H Kid
s Village

December 2-3-4

on the site where construction is entering its final
phase. The first residents are expected to move in
during the early spring next year when Validus will
host a grand opening ceremony.
Events are already planned by the sales office.
They will host events open to the public on November 6 and November 27, 2016. These events will introduce prospective residents, medical professionals and the general public to the services and amenities offered at Inspired Living. There is no charge

Levee lift project
from page 1

Hassinger said information will flow freely and
frequently during the course of the levee lift – both
in Kenner and outside the city in East Jefferson. “As
the levee lift project progresses across the East Jefferson lakefront levee, we plan to provide residents,
businesses and stakeholders with updated information regarding work schedules and impacts to neighborhoods and commercial corridors,” said Hassinger.
Predetermined project hours and noise level
standards have been established to ensure minimal public impact. Per Jefferson Parish and Kenner requirements, work is expected to begin at
7:00 a.m. and conclude at 7:00 p.m. There will be
an enhanced public safety presence during each
of the three project phases. East Jefferson Levee
District Police will patrol the levee and connecting transportation corridors while phased-in work
is ongoing. The pedestrian path adjacent to the
levee will be closed to recreational use and transportation corridors will be routinely monitored to
ensure that trucks traveling to and from the worksites are compliant with posted speed limits and

will be a purpose built “memory center community”
designed to help senior residents keep their minds
sharp. A. J. Cipperly, Validus National Director of
Memory Care and Training, says that while there is
still no medical cure for Alzheimer’s and other related dementias, Validus has found that “care partners”
– medical professionals who are assigned to provide
one-on-one assistance to senior residents – can
make a positive difference in the treatment and development of those participating in these programs.
construction truck traffic laws. Trucks will not be
driving through residential neighborhoods.
To minimize traffic impact, EJLD has coordinated with Jefferson Parish and Kenner officials to
identify strategic worksite entry and exit points and
develop direct routes for trucks to travel to and from
the lakefront levees. At times, public access to the
levees will be restricted. The construction scale of
the Lakefront Levee Lift will be minimally disruptive to the public. There will be no piles driven.
The East Jefferson Lakefront Levee Lift Project will be performed in three phases. Phase 1 is
expected to begin in late October and will affect the
levee in Northwest Kenner from the West Return
Floodwall to the Duncan Canal. Phase 2 will impact
levees in Kenner and Metairie from the Duncan Canal to the Suburban Canal. The third and final phase
will lift levees in Northeast Metairie from the Suburban Canal to the 17th Street Canal in Bucktown.
Estimated completion is early spring 2017.
Additional information and updates will be
available as the Levee Lift project progresses. For
detailed maps and work status updates visit www.
lakefrontleveelift.com call 833-LIFT (5438) or
emailleveelifts@ejld.com.
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Thanksgiving Special
GOOD THRU
11/30/16

PURCHASE OF $400 OR MORE

PURCHASE OF $500 OR MORE

Must be presented at time of purchase, tire purchases must include nitrogen
and road hazard protection plan, gift certificates excluded

★ OPEN SATURDAYS! ★ 8:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. ★

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
Work Struts • Brake Service
Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning
Scott Zimmerman (owner),
Kenny Polizzi, Brannon Dietrich

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. SATURDAYS
www.scottystireandauto.com

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
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