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Mayor Zahn’s top priority is to expand and strengthen the Kenner economy
By Allan Katz

New Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn says his top 
priority will be to expand and strengthen the 
Kenner economy for the purposes of creating 
new jobs and increasing the sales tax revenues 
that are the largest part of the city’s budget.

Zahn took the oath of office of January 12, 
2017, to complete the unexpired term of former 
Mayor Michael S. Yenni who was elected presi-
dent of Jefferson Parish in 2015. His partial term 
ends June 30, 2018. Kenner District 2 Councilman 
Mike Sigur has been acting mayor in the interim.

Because Kenner’s $61 million budget is de-
rived largely from sales tax revenues, Zahn says 
it’s vital for the city’s prosperity to increase retail 

sales and other transactions that yield sales tax 
revenues.

In an interview, Zahn said he is supportive 
of the on-going construction to build a new ter-
minal for the Louis Armstrong New Orleans Inter-
national Airport that will increase the number of 
flights that can be accommodated, increase the 
number of passengers who will arrive in Kenner 
either as business travelers or tourists and most 
importantly, keep our residents safe.

Another of Zahn’s top priorities will be 
to aggressively seek a developer who has the 
resources and vision to develop Laketown into 
a sprawling upscale entertainment and living 
center that will revolutionize Kenner’s access 
to Lake Pontchartrain.

Zahn said he is pleased the city offers 
unique programs – such as a farmer’s market, 
free concerts and free movies – that have helped 
Rivertown pay for its maintenance costs borne by 
the city and hopes to do more to generate addi-
tional revenues.

The Kenner 2030 plan developed by the 
previous administration to improve and beautify 
Kenner’s business and residential corridors is a 
program he will continue to support. Zahn said, 

“Let’s convert Williams into a beautiful, land-
scaped boulevard with safe turn lanes, walking 
paths, crosswalks, bus lanes and improved light-
ing. The upgrades we make will attract new busi-
nesses and improve our vital revenue base.” Zahn 
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Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn addresses constituents 
after being inaugurated on January 12, 2017.

New owners making positive changes at 
The Esplanade
By Allan Katz

With the start of the new year, there are high 
hopes in Kenner for marked improvements at The 
Esplanade shopping mall with the arrival of new 
ownership.

Once the source of great pride in Kenner, when 
it was considered a gem of a shopping mall, over the 
past decade The Esplanade has not flourished under 
the previous management to the consternation of 
shoppers and public officials in Jefferson Parish and 
the city of Kenner who have seen sales tax revenues 
at The Esplanade shrink.

Most prominent among those calling for a 
change has been Ben Zahn, Kenner’s new mayor. In 
his previous role as a Jefferson Parish Councilman, 
Zahn was an outspoken critic of Simon Properties 
during whose ownership the shopping mall suffered 
major deterioration and loss of retail stores.

When The Esplanade was purchased by Pacific 
Retail Capital Partners, Mayor Zahn was elated, say-
ing, “We have been displeased with the operations 
of The Esplanade for some time. The Esplanade 
had become something that is not reflective of the  
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Lamarque is scheduled to break  
ground on a $30 million, state-of-the-art 
automotive complex in Kenner

“This is going to be big and I mean huge. It’s ex-
actly what this market needs,” says Ronnie Lamarque, 
owner of Lamarque Ford. The 15-acre project will ex-
pand upon Lamarque’s current location on Williams 
Boulevard in Kenner. It will be very accessible from 
I-10 east or west. Lamarque is looking to enter com-

pletion in the first quarter of 2018. The automotive 
complex is expected to have a huge economic impact 
on the city of Kenner, Jefferson Parish and the entire 
New Orleans market.

“This is great news for the city of Kenner,”  
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Mayor Ben Zahn names new 
chief administrative officer and 
deputy CAO

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn 
announced in January that 
Deborah Foshee will be the city’s 
new chief administrative officer 
and Kriss Fairbairn Fortunato 
will assume the role of deputy 
chief administrative officer.

Foshee is a former Jefferson Parish attorney and city attorney in Cov-
ington, while Fortunato previously managed the parish’s public information 
office and has 28 years of experience as a news anchor, reporter and pro-
ducer in the television news industry.
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Chief Administrative 
Officer  

Deborah Foshee

Deputy CAO  
Kriss Fortunato

“Inner Urge” sculpture installed 
in Kenner

One of the lat-
est installments to 
the Power Boulevard 
median sculpture gar-
den is titled the “Inner 
Urge” by artist James 
Davis. It is yet another 
donated piece to the 
city of Kenner by Henry 
and Pat Shane.

“This piece is one in a series of work that I have been working on for over 15 
years called the ‘Visual Jazz Series.’” I am an avid lover of music and especially jazz. 
When I was in high school I briefly studied jazz composition. I took the concept of im-
provisation on a theme and applied it to visual relationships. In short, I use the ring 
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Rivertown’s 
Lundi Gras  

annual  
celebration  
to kick off  
Mardi Gras

See info on page 2  
and story on page 18
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magic tree house: space mission
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 30 minutes  
Based on the beloved Magic Tree House book series, Magic Tree House Space Mission 
launches the intrepid Jack and Annie on a funfi lled journey to discover the secrets of the 
Sun, Moon, planets, space travel and more. Aligned with early elementary information 
skillslearning objectives, this beautifully produced show is a winner with Magic Tree 
House fans of all ages.

Flying Monsters 
Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 40  minutes  
National Geographic Entertainment’s Flying Monsters sets out to uncover 
the truth about the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a wingspan 
of approximately 40 feet and equal to that of a modern-day jet plane. 
Flying Monsters features one of the greatest mysteries in paleontology: 
how and why did pterosaurs fl y? How did creatures the size of giraffes 
defy gravity and soar through prehistoric skies? 

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes  
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big 
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to 
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even 
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Big Bird’s 
Adventure

Fright Light
Saturday, Oct. 1 only - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 50 minutes  
There are no tricks, but plenty of treats in this “frightfully” entertaining laser light show! 
Back by popular demand, Fright Light is a “monster” of a show and promises to thrill 

audiences of all ages with a medley of fun Halloween themed tunes and laser animations. Musical selections 
include Thriller, Monster Mash, Men in Black, Purple People Eater, and Iron Man among many others.

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 700622020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  ★   Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show  ★  Children/Seniors, $5 per show   ★  Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us        show schedule subject to change

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  
How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten, 
or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our solar 
system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back to look 
at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

                     Saturdays – 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes
                                   Get ready for a mix of today’s most popular musical artists brought 
                         to life in this dazzling display of color and light. Laser animations are set to 
selections from Justin Timberlake, Lloyd, Estelle, the Beastie Boys, Lil Mama, the Black Eyed Peas 
and more. This show is sure to be fun and exciting for everyone! 

AND

Join us on Sat., Feb. 11 for special programming in conjunction 
with the Black Heritage Celebration in Rivertown! 

Note: We will not follow the show schedule below on this day.

                     Saturdays – 1 p.m. 
                                   Get ready for a mix of today’s most popular musical artists brought 
                         to life in this dazzling display of color and light. Laser animations are set to 

 Running time: 40 minutes

selections from Justin Timberlake, Lloyd, Estelle, the Beastie Boys, Lil Mama, the Black Eyed Peas 

Monday, February 27
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

groovy 7 at 11:30 ★ Crafts, Food & Fun

OPEN EVERY 
SATURDAY 

from 8AM - 1PM

FREE PARKING 
AND ADMISSION

410 WILLIAMS BOULEVARD
ACROSS FROMEXHIBITION HALL

Fresh fruits, vegetables, local honey, jams, jellies, 
Italian cookies, handcrafted items and more!

To become a vendor or for more information call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 468-7211

www.Facebook.com/RivertownFarmersMarket 

Farmers Market_1-4 Page_0217.indd   1 1/27/17   7:35 PM

CityofKennerFP_0217.indd   1 1/27/17   7:36 PM
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CHECK OUT OUR
PACKAGE BEER
“Lowest Price Allowed by Law”

 Ice Cold 

  KEG BEER

20.99
Bud         Coors Lite            Bud Lite          Miller Lite

24 PACK 12 OZ.
SUITCASE

To Go!

5.99

CAJUNLAND

20 Pack
18.99

Long Neck Bottles

CAJUNLAND

24 PACK 12 OZ.

CHECK OUT OURCHECK OUT OUR

bud, bud light, 
miller lite, and 
coors lite

We Deliver to

YOUR FLOAT!
Open 4 a.m. Mardi Gras Day!

theicehousekenner.com
2151 Williams Blvd. – RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH – 469-3503

Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm     Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm     Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

DRY ICE
 99¢ lb.
COKE PRODUCTS

4.99COKE, DIET COKE, 
DR PEPPER AND OTHER 

12 PACK 
COKE PRODUCTS 12 PACK

9999
Ride to a branch or go online.   |   GULFBANK.COM   |   800.223.2060

Ask a Banker to Learn More. 

GCB_KStarFreeChecking17.indd   1 12/14/16   11:41 AM
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Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm

Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for  To Go Orders!

Burger Specials 
(Chateau Blvd. location only)

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger 

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger 
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger 
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss Burger
All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

ChateauCafe_1113.indd   1 10/25/13   9:18 PM

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with 
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions 
are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe 
directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Recipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe Corner
Peanut Butter Cookies
By foodieforone.com

If you have a peanut butter lover in your life, 
these jumbo-size peanut butter cookies will 
be the perfect Valentine surprise!

These cookies contain basic ingredients that you may have on hand and they bake fast.

INGREDIENTS
1 cup creamy peanut butter; 1 stick of butter, softened; 1/2 cup of brown sugar, 
packed; 1/2 cup of granulated sugar; 1 large egg; 1 tablespoon vanilla; 1 1/2 cups all 
purpose fl our; 1 teaspoon baking soda; 1/4 teaspoon salt

DIRECTIONS
Cream together the peanut butter, butter, brown sugar and white sugar in a bowl. 
Then add egg and vanilla. In a separate bowl, whisk together the three remaining dry 
ingredients. Stir dry ingredients into wet ingredients. Form the batter into 1 to 1 1/2 
inch balls, roll in granulated sugar and place on baking sheet. Press tops gently with a 
fork to get that crisscross look.

Bake at 350° for eight to 10 minutes or until cracks 
appear on top of cookie, a sure sign of doneness. 
Ovens vary, so your baking time may be more or less. 
Allow cookies to cool completely. Enjoy with your 
peanut butter love!

MATT LOVITT

701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105   |  Metairie LA 70005

504.615.8164  | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

> One-on-one personal training in a PRIVATE facility.

>  Comprehensive one-on-one evaluation including 
movement screening, diet, and lifestyle analysis. 
You will leave with a comprehensive customized 
program designed to fi t your goals. 

> Afternoon evening yoga and fi tness classes

> Early morning & after work appointments available

 See website for bio, classes & more info    Lovittlife.com

Group Sessions & One-On-One
Full Evaluation Private Training

Experience, Results, Convenience & Patience

purefitnessnolapurefitnessnola mattlovitt

@trainerlovitt@trainerlovitt trainerlovitt
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Chicago is violent; New Orleans is much worse 
 By Jeff Crouere

Those who know 
him best will tell you 
that newly elected 
Kenner Mayor Ben 

Zahn is much more a workhorse than a show horse.
His friends say that Zahn is not the clas-

sic back-slapping political figure. What he is, his 
friends say, is a dawn-to-dusk worker whose days 
are tightly scheduled and filled with meetings and 
appointments. The new mayor is especially good at 
returning calls from his constituents and he is ac-
cessible. If you need to see him, it is said, he will get 
you into his schedule.

If you look at Zahn’s background, you’ll see 
that he has gotten where he is today by virtue of a 
compulsion for hard work.

Ben lives in Kenner with his wife, Dawn, 
raised his children in Kenner and is a third gen-
eration Kenner business owner of his family’s floral 
and decorating business which began in 1937. He 
did an outstanding job of running the business and 

making it grow. As business, community and gov-
ernment leaders noticed that he was a hard worker 
who got things done, he began to get appoint-
ments to city and parish boards and commissions. 
He served on the Parish Industrial Development 
Board and the Kenner Civil Service Board. Zahn 
also made a point of enrolling in the Kenner Citizen 
Police Academy because he wanted to learn more 
about how the KPD operated.

As he became more involved with boards and 
commissions, his friends and admirers began urging 
him to run for public office. He turned out to be the 
same on the campaign trail as in his business – a 
hard worker with lots of stamina. He has never lost 
an election. Zahn was first elected to the Kenner 
City Council in 2006 and then to the Jefferson Par-
ish Council in 2011. In both jobs, Zahn was noted 
for his initiative and energy. One of his passions is 
neighborhood improvement and improving quality 
of life for all Kenner residents. He likes to see well-
kept neighborhoods that reflect the pride of our city.

When former Kenner Mayor Michael S. Yenni 
was elected parish president in January 2016, Ken-

ner District Councilman Michael Sigur was ap-
pointed acting mayor while Ben was urged to run to 
succeed Yenni. Ben won the runoff with 72 percent 
of the vote in December 2016.

One of the qualities Zahn exhibits that I es-
pecially like is he can be tough when he needs to 
be. When the previous management at The Espla-
nade dragged their feet about making improve-
ments, Zahn was one of those who publicly called 
for them to sell the property to someone who would 
care about it. When Pacific Retail Capital Partners 
bought the property, Zahn cheered them on and 
applauded them for their big plans to improve The 
Esplanade. Since taking over in September, Pacific 
Retail has made exterior and interior improve-
ments and security enhancements and Zahn is one 
of their biggest supporters.

I’m also impressed by the way that Zahn sur-
rounds himself with good people. He has named 
Deborah Foshee as his chief administrative officer 
and Kriss Fortunato as the deputy CAO. Both are 
excellent appointments.

I’m very optimistic about Zahn’s prospects as 

mayor. He’s a hard worker who will push for com-
pletion of the Kenner 2030 Plan. He’ll also work 
hard on improving Williams Boulevard, move for-
ward with further progress in Rivertown and seek a 
developer who shares his vision about the proposed 
Laketown development.

Being the mayor of Kenner is a tough job. The 
budget is a tight fit. The challenge is to bring new 
businesses to the city and to attract more young 
families to Kenner. There is much that is beyond 
the control of the mayor. A hurricane could again 
come roaring out of the Gulf of Mexico or a four-day 
torrential rain could leave the city water-logged.

But the unexpected and unpredictable are 
part of a mayor’s life. When you look at Zahn’s re-
cord, he is as well prepared to pursue the city’s best 
interests and deal with the emergencies as anyone 
who has sought the office in recent years. Everyone 
who cares about Kenner will be pulling for him to 
succeed beyond all expectations.   

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bell-
south.net.

Ben Zahn has the right credentials for a successful Kenner mayor
By Allan Katz

Political

In the city of 
Chicago, 2016 was 
a very violent year 
with 762 murders 
and 3,550 shooting 

incidents. The national media regularly covered 
Chicago’s rising murder rate, the city’s largest in-
crease in 60 years. Even President Donald Trump 
tweeted that the 

“If Chicago doesn’t fix the horrible ‘carnage’ 
going on, 228 shootings in 2017 with 42 killings (up 
24 percent from 2016), I will send in the Feds!”

Chicago, the third most populated city in the 
country, suffered more murders in 2016 than the 
top two, New York City and Los Angeles, combined. 
In the Windy City murders rose by 278 and shoot-
ing incidents skyrocketed by 1,100 in 2016; how-
ever, with an approximate population of 2,720,546, 
Chicago’s murder rate per capita is much lower 
than the 2016 murder rate in New Orleans. While 
2016 was a very bad year in Chicago, per capita, it 
was much worse in New Orleans, continuing an 
ominous trend of the past few years.

Based on FBI statistics, in the five-year pe-
riod of 2010 to 2015, New Orleans had the highest 
murder rate in the nation with 46.9 murders per 
100,000 citizens. The reporting interval started at 
the same time as the first term of New Orleans May-
or Mitch Landrieu was launched. He presided over 
the decimation of the New Orleans Police Depart-
ment (NOPD). In the first six years of the Landrieu 
administration, the NOPD lost over 500 officers to 
retirement, resignation, disciplinary actions and 
other reasons. Incredibly, during the early years of 
his administration, the mayor did not launch any 
new police recruiting classes to fill the ranks with 
new officers. While the mayor cited budgetary woes, 
the citizens suffered greatly from a declining police 
force and an increasing violent crime rate.

Nothing changed in 2016 as crime researcher 
Jeff Asher predicted that New Orleans would finish 
the year with the fourth highest murder per capita 
in the nation. The city’s murder rate rose to 176 
in 2016, marking the second year in a row with a 
double-digit increase. Even worse, there were 485 
shooting incidents in New Orleans in 2016, almost 
a 25 percent increase from the year before.

The latest census figures show New Or-
leans has a population of approximately 389,617 
residents, which is about one-seventh the size of 
Chicago. Unfortunately, the murder rate in New 
Orleans is much higher than one-seventh of Chi-
cago’s murder rate.

Multiplying the New Orleans 2016 murder 
rate of 176 by seven totals 1,232 murders, yet Chi-
cago recorded 762 murders in 2016, only 61 per-
cent of that figure. This puts in perspective how 
dangerous it is for the people of New Orleans and 
the millions of tourists who visit the city.

If this trend continues, the national news 
media will eventually give more coverage to the 
New Orleans crime problem, which will negatively 
impact tourism, the city’s leading industry. Sadly, 
New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu has dealt with 
the crime epidemic by proposing ideas such as ear-
lier closing times for bars, more money for park-
ing enforcement and support for social programs 
such as Nola for Life, which features mentoring, 
conflict resolution and athletic activities such as 

“Midnight Basketball.” With crime on the upsurge, 
the verdict on the mayor’s initiatives is unmistak-
able, they do not work.

While Landrieu is offering platitudes, other 
New Orleans politicians have been utterly apa-
thetic in the face of a surging crime problem. Just 
25 days into 2017, 50 people have been shot and 15 
have been murdered in New Orleans. 

The indifference is not limited to elected offi-
cials, for despite regular increases in violent crime 
the citizens of the city have not demanded more 
action. There have been no large public demon-
strations, like the 2007 anti-crime rally that drew 
5,000 people to the Central Business District of 
New Orleans. Obviously, too many residents of New 
Orleans have accepted this high level of violence 
as the new normal. They have become complacent 
as reports of home invasions, restaurant robberies 
and violent crimes have increased. There are no 
longer any expectations of safety and the citizens 
seem reluctant to demand it and that is what is 
most heartbreaking.

Clearly, the city has become a killing field as 
criminals run wild and police are too few to make 
a real difference in the crime rate. In the cases 
that lead to arrest, many times, criminals are soon 
released from prison back onto the streets of New 
Orleans by liberal judges. The revolving door in the 
city’s criminal justice system needs to be shut per-
manently.

Ironically, the mayor recently held a news 
conference to tout his latest crime fighting plan. It 
was just more rhetoric and promises from a politi-
cian who has completely failed in dealing with this 
pressing issue, the most important one facing the 
beleaguered people of New Orleans.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and 
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside 
Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. 
Sundays on PBS television station WLAE-TV, Channel 
32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on 
radio station WGSO 990 AM in New Orleans and the 
north shore. Crouere is a political analyst for WGNO-
TV ABC26. Visit Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepoli-
tics.com or email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Homebuyers Assistance Program

City of Kenner Community Development Department
624 Williams Blvd. | Kenner, LA  70062 | 504-468-7588

The City of Kenner Community Development Department

Grant 
Repayment is 
Forgiven Over 

an Affordability 
period 

Grants up 
to $35,000  

Down Payment 
& Closing Cost 

Assistance up to 
$10,000 

QUIT PAYING RENT… Own Your Own Home!

Program applications are available online at www.kenner.la.us or at 

COMPLETE APPLICATIONS ARE ACCEPTED UNTIL ALL FUNDS ARE COMMITTED ON A
FIRST-COME FIRST SERVE BASIS

Call Joan Baptiste to make your dream of owning a home come true!

E. “Ben” Zahn III
Kenner Mayor

Arleeta O. Terrell – Director
Community Development Dept.

First -Time
Accepting Applications for the

WHO’S ELIGIBLE?
� Eligible participants include individuals 

and families that . . .

1.   have a total household income at or 

below 80% of the Area Median Income 

as defi ned by HUD. Current income 

limits based on family size are:

2.  have not owned a home during the past 

three years  nor been disqualifi ed from 

program participation.

3.  Self-Employed or Working 

Individuals with evidence of a 

steady income for 2 or more years

Household Income Limits

Household Size 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Maximum Income $33,600 $38,400 $43,200 $48,000 $51,850 $55,700 $59,550 $63,400

•  Max purchase price 
$180,500

•  Located in 
incorporated Kenner

•  Serve as applicant’s 
primary residence

•  Be owner-occupied 
single family dwelling

•  Home must be 
move-in ready 
(meet HQS standards)

•  Property must be 
vacant, i.e. not 
occupied by tenants

I want to thank 
the citizens of Kenner 
for the overwhelming 
support and vote of 
confidence given to me.

It was both humbling and a call-to-action to ac-
complish the goals I shared with you – things many 
of you told me at your doorstep that are important to 
you and your neighbors.

Dawn and I live here in the city, raised our 
children here, and I am a third generation business 
owner. I am very proud of serving six years as the Ken-
ner District 3 councilman and continued to represent 
much of Kenner as the District 4 councilman in Jef-
ferson Parish since 2012. Additionally, I have been 
an active civic leader in Kenner, serving eight years 
on the Kenner Planning and Zoning Board – two as 
chairman – and as a board member of the St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton Home and School Association. I also 
was a member of the Jefferson Parish Industrial De-
velopment Board and The Florist Trans-World Inter-
national Delivery Association.

Among our top priorities is to keep you in-
formed, to operate government with accountability 
and transparency and to insist on the highest level of 
ethics for myself and all city employees.

These are some of the main issues we intend 
to address:

Protect residents. Public safety is paramount 
for all residents and businesses and equally impor-
tant to those considering Kenner as a place to live. 
The Kenner Police Department and Kenner Fire 
Department are progressive and innovative leaders 
among first responders. I fully support our law en-
forcement and firefighters.

Beautify Williams Boulevard. Williams Bou-
levard, the main thoroughfare in our city, is a part 
of the 2030 Plan. However, we will explore the pos-
sibility of accelerating those plans to make both 
beautification and safety improvements to Wil-
liams an even greater priority.

Laketown development. The commercial de-
velopment of Laketown into an inviting area featur-
ing upscale lakefront living, boutique shopping and 
restaurants and shops is currently in limbo. We intend 
to determine the best way to jump start this effort be-
cause I believe a lakefront development would have a 
tremendous impact on economic development.

Revitalize The Esplanade mall. There was a 
time when The Esplanade was a thriving shopping 
center, and we are committed to working hard to 
return the mall to its position as a robust sales tax 
producer. I already have met with officials of Pacific 
Realty, the new operator of the mall, and plan ad-
ditional meetings to hear their goals and to provide 
ideas and encouragement. Though the loss of Macy’s 
was a disappointing blow, I am extremely optimistic 
because this company has a history of bringing in new 
businesses and turning around struggling malls.

Neighborhood improvements. Examples in 
New Orleans and throughout the country make it 
clear that homeowner’s value walkability and that 
adding that feature can help to transform a neighbor-
hood. That is something we want to explore for Ken-
ner neighborhoods – improvements that will not only 
resonate with our residents and visitors and make our 
neighborhoods even more attractive for families look-
ing for a place to live.

I invite you to contact my office any time to 
talk to me or to set up an appointment. I want to 
hear your concerns.

I believe Kenner is in a tremendous posi-
tion to become a destination location within the 
metropolitan area. With the help of a dedicated 
Kenner City Council and committed city work-
ers, I am excited to begin the hard work needed 
to take our city to the next level.

Let’s all work together and make “Kenner 
Proud.”   

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at 
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Working to make “Kenner Proud”
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor

Government

Kenner has been awarded a grant from the 
state and will be one of just two cultural districts in 
the state to be part of the pilot year of the Sound 
Places program, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn an-
nounced on January 20, 2017.

The program has been developed by Chamber 
Music America (CMA), the Louisiana Division of the 
Arts and the Project for Public Spaces (PPS), with 
help from the National Endowment for the Arts. It 
deals with the concept of creative placemaking – 
finding a way to create a stronger identification and 
greater interest in a community by incorporating 
music-infused events.

The values of placemaking match the goals of 
Kenner officials and the business community within 
Rivertown – attracting community involvement and 
improving livability within a specific area.

“We know that Rivertown – despite real gains 
in the past few years – remains a gem that would 
benefit from a greater identification throughout the 
metropolitan area,” said Mike Ince, special projects 
administrator/Main Street manager for the city.

As part of the Sound Places program, a three-
day workshop beginning February 2, 2017, that fea-
tures representatives from CMA, the state and PPS 
will be held. The program is open to members of the 
local community, as well as civic and government of-
ficials and will offer instruction on how to combine 
music, placemaking and civic engagement to ben-
efit the Rivertown area.

The program also includes appearances by the 
Westerlies, a brass quartet based in Brooklyn, dur-
ing the three days, Ince said.

“We are excited to get some ideas on how to use 
musical events to heighten activities that take place 
in Rivertown,” Ince said. “This can greatly benefit 
the business in Rivertown, and of course, the city 
as well. I encourage business owners and anyone 
interested in the future and vibrancy of Rivertown 
to attend this workshop.”

For more information on the workshop, includ-
ing locations and sessions and to sign up, contact 
Mike Ince at 468-7280 or email him at mince@ken-
ner.la.us.    

Kenner awarded state grant for Sound Places 
program
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Police

Government

Mardi Gras sea-
son is upon us and 
carnival revelry will 

soon be in full swing. Mardi Gras, which is Tuesday, 
February 28, 2017 this year, is not only one of our area’s 
most unique festivities, but one of our country’s most 
talked about and anticipated events. This is a great time 
to spend with family and friends, but also a time to be 
responsible, careful of our surroundings and watchful of 
our little ones.

It is important to remain extra vigilant of our 
children’s safety during this festive time. Children are 
especially prone to accidents during Mardi Gras with 
the large crowds, beads and trinkets flying around and 
all of the commotion going on during parades. Remind 
your children to stay out of the street and to never run 
after throws or follow behind floats. Teach them to be 
careful when reaching down to pick up throws and make 
sure young children don’t put beads or trinkets in their 
mouths as this can cause a choking hazard.

If you plan on using a ladder to give your children a 
better view of the parades, make sure you follow regula-
tions for setting up the ladder. Set up the ladder as far 
back from the street as the ladder is tall. For example, 
if the ladder is eight feet tall, then it should be placed 
eight feet behind the curb. Take note that putting lad-
ders in intersections or fastening multiple ladders to-
gether is prohibited in many areas. Make sure children 
are properly fastened in the seat and stand on the back 
of the ladder as an anchor while protecting them from 
fast flying throws. Also, be careful when putting your 

child over your shoulders. Crowds can shift unexpectedly, 
making it easy to get knocked over.

Consider implementing a family plan should any-
one unexpectedly get separated and make sure your chil-
dren are fully aware of what they should do in an emer-
gency. Establish a meeting place in case someone gets 
lost and have you kids carry a card that includes their 
name, address, phone number and pre-arranged meet-
ing place. If you leave your group during parades for any 
reason, have someone accompany you and avoid walking 
on deserted side streets. Report any suspicious activity 
or persons you may observe. Also, carry your personal 
belongings in a small bag or purse that can be strapped 
around your waist or across your chest for added security.

If you plan on drinking during the festivities, please 
do so responsibly and limit your alcohol consumption 
when watching over little ones. Appoint a designated 
driver beforehand should you decide to drink during the 
celebrations. Under no circumstances should you ever 
drink and drive.

The Kenner Police Department wishes you and 
your family and safe and fun-filled Mardi Gras season.   

Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by 
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police De-
partment website at www.kennerpd.com. You can also 
download the free Kenner Police Department mobile 
app for both Apple and Android devices as well as ac-
cess the Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twit-
ter pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and other 
law enforcement-related information.

Keeping your family’s Carnival 
Krewe safe 
By Michael Glaser –  Kenner Police Chief

CALL 504.443.9500 TO SCHEDULE 
AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Enhanced secu-
rity is now in place in Building A of the Kenner City 
Hall campus, located at 1801 Williams Boulevard, 
which currently houses the mayor’s court, the clerk 
of court office, council chambers and the finance 
department of the city of Kenner.

Visitors to the building during working hours 
will now see two full-time uniformed security guards 
and a screening station located just inside the front 
door of the building. The guards will work in coop-
eration with the Kenner police officers on duty in 
the building to ensure the safety of all that visit the 
building. The door at the rear of the council office 
building will now only be used by city of Kenner em-
ployees. Additional technical upgrades and proce-
dures including new cameras will be added after the 
new set up has a chance to be thoroughly evaluated.

The changes are not being made as a result of 
any security problem, but rather an upgrade was put 
in place to better serve our employees as well as the 
public that visit the building at 1801 Williams Bou-
levard. Signage to the building in both English and 
Spanish outline the security restrictions that are 
now in place, particularly for the courtroom setting.

New signs list prohibited items such as guns, 

knives, mace, etc. In addition, all packages, purses, 
backpacks and briefcases will be searched before 
being allowed inside. All video and audio recording 
devices, including cell phones, will not be allowed 
on when the court or the city council is in session.

The mayor’s court is a very busy courtroom 
making it imperative to properly screen all that en-
ter the entire building whether it be to attend the 
court, to pay a ticket or to visit the city’s finance 
department. During the 2015-2016 fiscal year, the 
mayor’s court was in session for 227 days and re-
corded 14,265 new cases resulting in a collection of 
payments for fines and fees totaling $2,262,534.

During the same fiscal year, the court had 
scheduled 19,200 arraignments for traffic tickets 
and code enforcement, humane and misdemeanor 
violations. In addition, the mayor’s court handled 
over 778 arraignments relating solely to domestic 
violence cases. It is important to the clerk of court’s 
office that the needs of our visitors, which include 
defendants, witnesses, attorneys and officers of the 
court, be addressed in an efficient and secure envi-
ronment.

Upgraded security now in effect 
for public service access areas 
of Kenner City Hall campus 
By Mary-Sharon Howland – Kenner’s Clerk of Court Director
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Community

On February 4, 2017, at 1:00 p.m. the annual Driftwood Mardi Gras 
Parade will take to the streets to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Drift-
wood community. “The first residents to the community, Harold and Ruth 
Werner, selected this new subdivision as the ideal place to live and raise 
their children as they watched the city of Kenner grow up around them,” 
said Mary-Sharon Howland, Driftwood Civic Association Board Member. 

“The new residents moving in became like family to each other and soon 
the Driftwood Country Clubhouse was built and became a second home 
to the neighborhood children. Many lifelong friendships were formed with 
the people living here. In 2019, we will celebrate 50 years of the Driftwood 
Parade. So, let the good times roll on.”

This year’s parade will feature the king and his queen and elected of-
ficials, as well as neighborhood floats. Over 30 local marching and dancing 
groups will participate along with the Farhad Grotto group, Dawn Busters 
Kiwanis organization and motorcycle groups.

Driftwood community celebrates 50 years with annual parade 

Government

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

See why State Farm® insures more 
drivers than GEICO and Progressive 
combined. Great service, plus 
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, then 
talk to me.

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1001174.1

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA  70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

SMALL JOBS

818-0007
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

885-0399

0213-SabellasPlumbing.indd   1 1/25/13   7:33 PM

“After a long absence, we are happy that the Roosevelt Middle School 
Band is returning to Driftwood under the leadership of band director An-
thony Smith who will be bringing a group of 150 to the parade,” said How-
land. “Also, for the first time there will be a food vendor joining us along the 
route to complete the parade day party ambience.”

The name of the parade king and queen will remain a secret until the 

official greeting takes place at the pre-parade party on February 4, 2017. 
“This festive greeting will take place at the corner of Nassau and Gelpi Av-
enues at 11:15 that morning. We ask that the parade visitors not park along 
the parade route so there will be room for the floats and marching groups 
to make their way down the streets of Driftwood,” said Howland.

The parade begins at the corner of Gelpi and Granada avenues and 
winds its way through the neighborhood. “Come join us and bring the chil-
dren and a big bag to carry your throws as there is never a shortage of beads 
and assorted items at the Driftwood Parade,” said Howland.    

Joey and Judy LaBella, owners of LaBella’s Catering and Deli, lo-
cated at 2118 Third Street in Kenner, have announced that in March 2017 
they will discontinue the day-to-day operations of their deli but will con-
tinue on in providing catering services to their customers.

Their daughter, Jennifer LaBella Tusa, co-owner of The Crossing, 
along with Nancy and Leslie Gaspard said, “My parents are joining with us 
to provide their same high quality food and services by offering LaBella’s 
offsite and take out catering and on-premise catering for The Crossing in 
a new facility that will handle all of our catering services.” The Crossing is 
a full service event venue located at 519 Williams Boulevard in Kenner’s 
Rivertown.

Tusa said, “Not much will be changed. We are basically just moving 
the catering to another site nearby.”

“We will continue to cater the same delicious dishes that our custom-
ers all know and love,” said Joey LaBella.

After a quick vacation, Joey LaBella will head up the new catering 
expansion facility at the corner of Corwin and Compromise streets, down 

the street from the current LaBella’s establishment. Both Joey and Judy 
will continue the three generation tradition of preparing catered foods.

“I will truly miss the friends and conversations in the deli but know 
the doors are open at our new catering location,” said Joey LaBella.

Chez Rue Rene Bakery, owned by Terry Monk, who has 40 years of 
baking experience, will take over the LaBella’s building on Third Street 
and will offer assorted pastries, cakes, gourmet coffees, king cakes, spe-
cialty ice creams, along with soups and sandwiches for lunch.

“The last day to get the famous LaBella’s roast beef poboy will be Feb-
ruary 17,” said Judy LaBella. “Make sure to mark your calendar to stop 
by LaBella’s to order up one of our delicious roast beef poboys and spend 
some time with us before we embark on this exciting new chapter in La-
Bella’s history.”

LaBella’s business phone number, 466-4675, and website, www.la-
bellascatering.com, will remain the same. Tusa at The Crossing can be 
reached at info@the-crossing.com or at 416-7764. The Crossing’s website 
is http://the-crossing.com.    

Last chance for lunch poboys but catering tradition to remain 

The Esplanade has announced the return of its “Kid’s Club,” a free, 
fun and educational activity for children and parents that will take place 
once a month at the center. The first program in the series, “Renew and 
Restart with Gardening,” took place on January 14, 2017. Over 50 children 
decorated planting pots and planted seeds in pots, with all material pro-
vided to each child.

The second Kid’s Club event will take place on Saturday February 
11, 2017, from noon until 2:00 p.m. The theme will be based around Heart 
Health Month and Valentine’s Day and sponsored in part by the American 
Heart Association. The event will be hosted by April Dupre, owner of Foot-
prints to Fitness, who will be leading a basic fitness class incorporating 
yoga, Pilates, barre, cardio, strength and weight training. This class is free 
to the public and participants need to bring tennis shoes and a yoga mat.

The mall’s Eventbrite website, http://theesplanademall.eventbrite.
com, will be updated periodically for families to register for new upcoming 
events. Future Kid’s Club events may include interactive singing and danc-
ing performances, games, crafts and fun learning opportunities with local 
community leaders, artists and authors. Each event is designed to help 
children learn about something new. The Esplanade is currently looking 
for sponsorships for future activities as well as volunteers.

The Esplanade features more than 70 diverse shops, restaurants and 
services. Tenants include anchors Target, Dillard’s, Macy’s and The Grand 
Theatre 14 along with specialty shops Old Navy, Journeys, Victoria’s Se-
cret, Spencer Gifts, Things Remembered, Hot Topic, The Children´s Place, 
Jimmy Jazz, Kay Jewelers, Zales and more. The Esplanade has entrances 
into the mall from 32nd Street and West Esplanade in Kenner. For more 
information about the center, visit www.esplanademall.com.

“The Esplanade is an excellent site for short term leasing for com-
munity events, meetings, entrepreneurial ventures, expanding businesses 
and business incubators,” said Kami Grayson, the mall’s specialty leasing 
manager.

The Esplanade’s current management company, Pacific Retail Capi-
tal Partners (PRCP) bought The Esplanade in September 2016. PRCP is 
one of the nation’s premier retail operators of large open-air centers and 
enclosed malls, with more than $1.2 billion in retail assets currently under 
management. PRCP officials said they have a keen focus on enhancing the 
value and quality of its growing portfolio and are dedicated to creating a 
unique, strategic vision for each property and exceeding the highest expec-
tations of retail investors, retailers and consumers.    

Free “Kid’s Club” returns to The Esplanade 

Class # 35 of the Kenner Citizens’ Police Academy will begin on Tues-
day, February 21, 2017, at 6:30 p.m. at the Kenner Police Complex located 
at 500 Veterans Boulevard. Kenner Police Chief Michael J. Glaser and the 
Kenner Police Department encourage citizens to participate in this unique 
opportunity to learn more about police operations.

Students attend free classes one night per week for 13 weeks, re-
ceiving instruction from trained police officers who are certified in their 
fields. The academy provides detailed coverage about how the police de-
partment works in the areas of patrol division functions, crime prevention, 
criminal investigations, computer forensics, K-9 Unit, crime scene proce-
dures, criminal and domestic violence laws, narcotics investigations, traffic 
enforcement, physical fitness, use of police force and self-defense, gang 
awareness and S.W.A.T. Students receive a tour of police headquarters and 
the jail and participate in a ride along with a police officer. Upon comple-

tion of the program, a graduation ceremony is held for students.
Graduates of the program receive the opportunity to join the Kenner 

Citizens’ Academy Alumni Association (KCPAAA), through which they can 
lead the community in improving safety and promoting support for the 
Kenner Police Department. Alumni members can also volunteer their as-
sistance at various department events.

Graduates may also apply for entry into the KPD Community Police 
Corps. This great program gives members the opportunity to volunteer and 
assist the KPD in its mission.

For more information and to fill out an application, visit the Kenner 
Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com. Contact the KPD Com-
munity Relations Division at 712-2294, 712-2395 or at nguggenheim@ken-
nerpd.com with any additional questions.    

KCPA class #35 beginning in February 
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Learn more about our vibrant and trailblazing community 

504-313-6600
Or stop by on Saturday or Sunday - 3801 Loyola Drive  Kenner, LA 70065

Community

Multiplatinum award winning pop group Fifth 
Harmony, country-music chart topper Lee Brice, 
iconic entertainer Tony Orlando and country music 
singer/songwriter and style entrepreneur Jessie 
James Decker will rock Family Gras’ 10th anniversary 
concert this February 2017.

Fifth Harmony, an American girl group com-
prised of Ally Brooke, Normani Kordei, Dinah Jane 
and Lauren Jauregui, achieved rapid success. In their 
short five-year history, the group has won some of 
the industry’s biggest honors including an American 
Music Award, a People’s Choice Award, an iHeart-
Radio Music Award, seven Teen Choice Awards and 
three MTV Video Music Awards. One of the members 
of Fifth Harmony, Normani Kordei, grew up in New 
Orleans before being forced by Hurricane Katrina to 

move to Texas in 2005. Said event producer Greg Buis-
son, “This is Fifth Harmony’s first New Orleans-area 
concert ever. Their loyal army 
of Harmonizers will electrify 
Family Gras. We are excited to 
host them this carnival.”

Family Gras will open 
on Friday, February 17, with 
swamp/pop locals Creole 
String Beans followed by two 
national Billboard top bands 
from the 60s, The Cowsills 
and The Association. Satur-
day’s stage will feature former 
Disney rockers Imagination 
Movers, followed by energetic 
punk/pop foursome Paris Avenue and trombone pow-
erhouse Big Sam’s Funky Nation. Returning to the 

Family Gras stage will be Grammy-nominated singer 
Tony Orlando, who was a part of the inaugural festival, 

and Fifth Harmony. Sun-
day is country day at Fam-
ily Gras with local rock 
band Rougarou, Louisiana 
singer/songwriter Jenna 
Hunts, Epic Records 
(Sony) recording artist 
Jessie James Decker and 
Billboard chart-topper 
Lee Brice.

The 10th edition of 
Family Gras will begin at 
5:30 p.m. on Friday, Febru-
ary 17 and end on Sunday, 

February 19. According to Violet Peters, chief execu-
tive officer of the Jefferson Convention and Visitors 

Bureau, “We are expecting one of our largest crowds 
to date. Our talent lineup is always unique and varied. 
From Fifth Harmony, a group that has achieved so 
much in just a few short years, to classic hit makers 
like The Cowsills, The Association and Tony Orlando, 
to country favorites Jessie James Decker and Lee 
Brice, plus our Louisiana sounds, Family Gras has a 
very diverse and devoted fan base that appeals to any 
age.”

Family Gras is a three-day festival of carnival, 
cuisine and concerts that is free to the public. Family 
Gras has revolutionized the first weekend of carnival 
in Metairie and helped brand the Jefferson carnival 
experience as a family event. The festival, produced 
by the tourism bureau, has attracted as many as 
100,000 festival goers over its three-day weekend with 
an economic impact of more than $6.8 million. The 
event is presented in part by First NBC Bank.   

Fifth Harmony, Lee Brice, Jessie James Decker, Tony Orlando, The Cowsills and The Association to 
rock Family Gras 

Family Gras Talent Profiles

The Association
The Association is an American pop band from California in the 

folk rock or soft rock genre. During the 1960s, they had numerous hits 
at or near the top of the Billboard charts including “Windy,” “Cherish,” 

“Never My Love” and “Along Comes Mary.”

The Cowsills
The Cowsills enjoyed great success during the late 60s 

and in to the very early 70s. As a family band they became the 
inspiration for the television hit series “The Partridge Fam-
ily.” They are known for the songs “Hair,” “The Rain, The Park 
and Other Things” and “Indian Lake.”

Fifth Harmony
Fifth Harmony is an American girl group formed on the sec-

ond season of “The X Factor US” in July 2012. Their hits include 
“BO$$,” “Sledgehammer,” “Worth It,” “All In My Head (Flex),” 
“That’s My Girl” and the triple platinum single “Work from Home.” 
Fifth Harmony’s fan base are known as “Harmonizers.” They led 
the group to achieve seven million U.S. digital downloads and 
over 1.6 billion U.S. on-demand streams. Fifth Harmony has sold 
almost a half-million albums in the U.S. The girls as a group have 
amassed 3.7 million Twitter followers, 7.6 million Facebook likes 
and over eight million followers on Instagram.

Imagination Movers
Imagination Movers are a high energy, interactive music group for 

children comprised of four friends from New Orleans who partnered 
with Disney Channel. The Movers filmed 75 episodes of their Emmy 
Award- winning series over three seasons. The group has sold half a mil-
lion CDs and DVDs to date.

Jessie James Decker
Jessie James Decker signed her 

first record deal with L.A. Reid where 
she released her debut album in 2009. 

Jessie and her husband, NFL wide receiver Eric Decker, documented their life 
on the hit E! reality show, “Eric and Jessie: Game On.” Her hit songs include “I 
Look So Good,” “Comin’ Home,” “Clint Eastwood” and “Lights Down Low.”

Lee Brice
Lee Brice is an American country music singer and songwriter with four num-

ber one singles on Billboard. His hits include “A Woman Like You,” “Hard to Love,” 
“I Drive Your Truck” and “I Don’t Dance.” He has also charted within the top 10 with 
“Love Like Crazy,” “Parking Lot Party,” “Drinking Class” and “That Don’t Sound Like 
You.” “Love Like Crazy” was the top country song of 2010 according to Billboard 
Year-End and broke a 62-year-old record for the longest run on the country chart.

Tony Orlando
Tony Orlando is a Grammy-nominated singer who celebrates over five 

decades as a beloved entertainer. Tony is an iconic entertainer who has truly 
done it all – top selling recording artist, songwriter, concert headliner, net-
work television star, motion picture actor, Broadway performer and author. 
Orlando’s well-known theme song is “Tie A Yellow Ribbon” and his hits are 

“Candida” and “Knock Three Times.” Tony is a music legend who hosted a va-
riety program, “The Tony Orlando and Dawn Show” on CBS from 1974 to 76.

Family Gras Schedule
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17

Creole String Beans, The Cowsills
The Association

 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18

Imagination Movers, Paris Avenue,
Big Sam’s Funky Nation,

Tony Orlando, Fifth Harmony
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19
Rougarou, Jenna Hunts

Jessie James Decker, Lee Bice
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SLEEP CENTER of NEW ORLEANS 
Treating adults and children 
 
“SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a 
healthy life. We want to improve your productivity at work or school and enhance your 
mood and concentration, by implementing evidence based sleep medicine.” 

- Mohammad Cheema, M.D. 
 
 
 
4232 Williams Blvd. Suite #108 * Kenner 
405-5582 
 

 
 
 
 
M – TH Open 8:30 - 4:30  
Fri & Sat –By appointment only 
 
CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION 
 
Evaluation and treatment of sleep disorders 
Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea) 
Circadian rhythm sleep disorder 
Excessive daytime sleepiness 
Narcolepsy with cataplexy 
Restless leg syndrome 
Insomnia 
 

Sleep Center of New Orleans
TREATING ADULTS AND CHILDREN

SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep 
better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a healthy 
life. We want to improve your productivity 
at work or school, enhance your mood and 
concentration, by implementing evidence-based 
sleep medicine.”
                                  - Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

•  Sleep-related breathing disorders 
(Sleep apnea)

• Circadian rhythm sleep disorder

•  Excessive daytime sleepiness

•  Narcolepsy with cataplexy

• Restless leg syndrome

• Insomnia

405-5582
M-TH OPEN 8:30-4:30 

4232 WILLIAMS BLVD. SUITE #108 • KENNER
WWW.MYSCONO.COM or WWW.SLEEP4MYKIDS.COM

Call us today if  you 
answer yes to 2 or more.  CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION OF

NOW OPEN
ACCEPTING 

NEW PATIENTS

ACCEPTS MOST 
INSURANCE 

PLANS INCLUDING 
MEDICARE AND 

MEDICAID

Snore?

Tired?

Observed Apnea?

Pressure High?

Do you or anyone you know snore?

Do you feel tired during the day?

Stop breathing during the night?

Do you have high 
blood pressure?

Community

The right lane of eastbound West Esplanade Ave-
nue between the Duncan Canal and California Avenue 
in Kenner will be closed from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on 
week days from January 26 through February 10, 2017, 
according to Kenner Assistant Public Works Director 
Bill Duplaisir.

There will be barricades and cones for traffic 

control and the Kenner Police Department will be 
monitoring the area.

The closure will allow AT&T to relocate facili-
ties in advance of the West Esplanade-Duncan Canal 
Improvements 2030 Project. That project, which has 
not yet gone out to bid, will involve taking out the two 
bridges and replacing them with box culverts.    

Lane closure on West Esplanade to last two weeks 

A primary election is set for Saturday, March 
25, 2017 to fill the unexpired term of former state 
Representative Tom Willmott who represented 
House District 92. Willmott was a state representa-
tive for nine years, from 2007 until he was elected 
to a Kenner Councilman-at-large seat in November 
2016. The unexpired term ends in January 2020. The 
92nd House District encompasses parts of Kenner, 

Metairie, River Ridge and St. Rose.
Two Republicans, Gisela Chevalier and “Joe” 

Stagni qualified at the close of business on January 13, 
2017, along with Democrat “Chuck” Toney.

Early voting is from March 11 until March17, 
2017. A general election, if needed, will be held on 
Saturday, April 29, 2017 with early voting from April 15 
through April 22, 2017.    

Three candidates have qualified for open state 
representative seat 

Government

The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library will 
hold a general meeting on Wednesday, February 15, 
2017, at 10:00 a.m. in the meeting room at the East 
Bank Regional Library located at 4747 West Napoleon 
Avenue in Metairie.

The meeting’s speaker will be Jeanne Rudzki, 
a Louisiana Master Gardener. Rudzki’s topic will 
be “Super Plants for Your Louisiana Landscape.” The 
Louisiana Super Plants program highlights tough and 
beautiful plants that perform well in Louisiana land-
scapes. Louisiana Super Plants have a proven track 
record after going through several years of university 

evaluations and observations. Each spring and fall LSU 
AgCenter horticulturists unveil a list of Louisiana Super 
Plants, evaluated and selected for their superior perfor-
mance under Louisiana growing conditions. Rudzki will 
describe many of these super plants and answer ques-
tions about these plants.

Attendees will also have an opportunity to sign 
up to help with the Friends of the Jefferson Public 
Library’s next “Big Book Sale,” scheduled for March 9 
through March 12, 2017, at the Pontchartrain Center 
in Kenner.

For more information, call 455-2665 or email 
friendsjpl@yahoo.com.    

Louisiana Master Gardener to speak at library 
general meeting 

Kenner’s Community Development Department 
is hosting a free community seminar in partnership 
with the Jefferson Council on Aging to inform citizens 
about available resources for the aging and disabled. 
The seminar will provide attendees with information 
about Medicare and its preventive benefits and subsi-
dies. Interested citizens will learn about local agencies, 
resources and find information and answers needed to 
improve the health, daily independence and quality of 
life for senior citizens and the aging.

“If you are an adult with a disability, a senior 
citizen, a care giver or someone needing to know and 

learn of available resources for the elderly, aging and 
disabled, please come to this free seminar to get the 
answers you need,” said Kenner Community Develop-
ment Director Arleeta Terrell. “All Kenner residents 
are encouraged to attend this free seminar.”

The seminar will be presented by LeslieAnn K. 
Cioti from the Jefferson Council on Aging, Inc.

The event is scheduled Friday, February 10, 2017 
from 3:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. at the Martin Luther 
King Community Resource Center located at 1042 31st 
Street in Kenner.

For more information, contact Martin Luther 
King Community Resource Center Supervisor Rose Be-
han at 466-0697.    

Free seminar offers resources for disabled 
and senior citizens 

Every payday, Federal Insurance Contributions 
Act (FICA) and Self-Employed Contributions Act 
(SECA) taxes are deducted from paychecks. Nearly 
all of these contributions are used to pay Social Secu-
rity benefits to more than 60 million retired, disabled 
and widowed workers and their children, as well as to 
Medicare beneficiaries. “A very small amount also helps 
pay for the work it takes to manage Social Security pro-
grams,” said Doug Walker, Social Security Deputy Com-
missioner of Communications.

“Providing Social Security services to the public is 
a big job,” said Walker. “We have fewer than 64,000 em-
ployees in offices across the country handling millions 
of transactions yearly – taking applications, answering 
questions in person and on the phone, verifying benefit 
amounts and reviewing appeals, among other things. 
The cost of doing these services is less than one penny 
out of each dollar paid in FICA and SECA taxes, which is 
a very good value. Lawmakers in Congress decide each 
year how much money we can use to manage our pro-
grams and pay our staff. Because that hasn’t been set-
tled yet, we’re operating under a continuing resolution 
(CR) with less funding than last year. This is not new for 
us. In fact, the amount we have to run our programs is 
10 percent lower than it was in 2010, after adjusting for 

inflation. At the same time, the number of beneficiaries 
we serve has gone up by 13 percent. So, we have fewer 
resources to serve more people.”

Walker explained, “We made some difficult deci-
sions because of these latest budget limits. During the 
past year, we began a hiring freeze that will reduce our 
staff to the lowest level since fiscal year 2013. We use a 
lot less overtime now, which affects our ability to reduce 
critical backlogs. Over a million people are waiting for a 
hearing to see if they are eligible for disability benefits.”

Starting January 9, 2017, Social Security is taking 
another cost-saving step by mailing fewer paper Social 
Security statements. Paper statements will only be sent 
to people age 60 and over, who are not getting benefits 
and don’t have a my Social Security account. Walker 
says this will bring down the costs of processing and 
mailing paper statements by $11.3 million in fiscal year 
2017.

“We know that our cutbacks will affect many of you, 
but we have no choice. We will continue to serve you and 
work for you as best we can. Congress has until April 
28, 2017, to pass a spending bill for the full year or pass 
another CR,” said Walker. “While we can’t predict our 
budget level for the rest of the fiscal year, we think there 
may be more bumps in our journey together. We’ll do our 
best to get through them so you will have a secure today 
and tomorrow.”   

More changes to Social Security in light of 
budget cuts 
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Comparative fault – What is it and how can it affect my damages claim?
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.

In order to re-
ceive compensation 
for damages such as 
medical expenses, 

lost wages and pain and suffering caused by 
someone else, whether it be a car accident, slip 
and fall or some other negligent harm done, you 
must first prove that the other person or entity 
was at fault. Proving fault is vital to your case; if 
you cannot prove fault, you do not receive com-
pensation.

You do not, however, have to prove that you 
were free from fault. Louisiana Law recognizes 
that there are many situations in which fault can 
be attributed to more than one party. “Comparative 
fault” refers to the situation in which more than one 
party is at-fault for an accident, including possibly  

 
 
the party claiming damages. In Louisiana, you can  
recover compensation from any other at-fault party,  
regardless of the degree of your own fault that attrib-
uted to the accident. However, under Louisiana’s pure 
comparative negligence laws, your compensation will 
be reduced by the percentage of your own fault.

In a traffic accident for example, let’s say that 
another driver fails to yield at a stop sign and pulls 
out in front of you while you were driving a few miles 
over the speed limit. The driver who failed to yield is 
largely at fault for the accident, but your speed also 
contributed to the accident in some way. After a civil 
trial, the jury determines that the other driver is 80 
percent at fault, but because you were speeding you 
are also 20 percent at fault for the accident. For sim-
plicity, assume that your total damages are $100,000. 
Under Louisiana’s comparative fault rules, you are 

only entitled to recover $80,000 from the other driv-
er (your $100,000 in total damages less your own 20 
percent liability).

If a case goes to trial, a judge or jury will deter-
mine the percentages of fault attributable to each 
party, and the award or awards will be reduced ac-
cordingly. Prior to trial, an insurance claims adjuster 
will consider these comparative fault rules when 
evaluating the value of your claim because adjusters 
often try to anticipate what would happen should 
the disputed claim go to court. Remember though, 
that there is no definite means of allocating fault 
and any assignment of comparative fault will ulti-
mately come down to you or your attorney’s ability 

to negotiate with an insurance claims adjuster or to 
persuade a judge or jury.

This information has been provided for infor-
mational purposes only and is not intended and 
should not be construed to constitute legal advice.  

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Loui-
siana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, 
practicing attorney and owner of Rivertown Law 
Center, L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams Boulevard, 
Suite C in Kenner. Motor vehicle accidents, per-
sonal injuries, maritime and traffic violations 
are Rinck’s primary areas of practice. Rinck can 
be reached at 704-1194 or info@rivertownlaw.com.

If you want to 
make money, invest-
ing in common stock 
has been an excellent 

strategy for long term investors. Having a good portfo-
lio of stocks has historically been a great way to save 
and to beat inflation.

The question is, how to begin and where to 
start? Picking individual stocks can work if you have 
the time and inclination to do your investment home-
work. For a beginner it is almost always better to 
buy mutual funds. The two most cost effective ways 
to invest are buying a low cost mutual fund, such as 
the Vanguard Standard and Poor’s index or by buy-
ing an exchange traded fund, such as T. Rowe Price. 
For most passive investors, the index funds are bet-
ter than exchange traded funds, but as the portfolio 
grows over $100,000, exchange traded funds can be 
rebalanced with greater ease. 

You may have heard of the Dow Jones Industrial 
average or perhaps the Standard and Poor’s 500 index.

The Dow Jones average is a very old index that 
was created well before computers came into exis-
tence. The index is a reasonable proxy for the entire 
market, however it has serious limitations. The first, it 
has a very small number of stocks, only 30, and a pecu-
liar weighting formula. The S&P 500 index is a much 
larger index with 500 stocks, therefore it reflects the 
complete market far better than the Dow.

The next step after soliciting an index fund or 
exchange traded fund is to decide how you will fund 
your investment. The best way to invest in the stock 
market is to add a little bit to your investment, either 
monthly or every two weeks as you get paid. If you are 
fortunate enough to have a lump sum of cash, it is still 
better not to invest it all at once. Spread your invest-
ments out over six months to a year in order to avoid 
buying at an accidental high point in the market.

It is impossible to time the market, but I have 
seen people buy in all at once and it always seems 
that they bought at a high point in the market. It is 
simply better to be a steady buy over time. You won’t 
buy at the very lowest point, but you also won’t buy at 
the very highest point either.

If you invest in stock, it is important to consider 
how long you can afford to be in the market. The lon-
ger the better. It is really good to begin an investment 
program in your early twenties. At that age, you have 
quite a long time that you can afford to be 100 percent 
invested in stock.

Because most of us can hope to live a long time, 
the suggested allocation at age 65 is 65 percent bonds 
and 35 percent stock, with the bond portion of the 
portfolio going up one percent per year. This means 
that a 70 year old would have 70 percent bonds and 
30 percent stock.

For the bond portion of the portfolio, an index is 
suggested, such as Lehman Brothers aggregate bond 
index or Vanguard intermediate term investment 
grade bond fund. It is possible to buy individual bonds, 
but the pricing is suspect and it is hard to know that 
you are getting a fair deal when you buy a small num-
ber of bonds.

Rebalancing is selling whatever has gone up to 
buy what is cheap. This is often ignored but it very 
much helps over time. If a 50 year old has 50 percent 
bonds and 50 percent stock, and market moves push 
the value of the bonds to 60 percent, while the stock 
portion of the portfolio declines to 40 percent, you 
should sell bonds and buy stock. This doesn’t seem 
like a good idea, seeing as you are selling winners to 
buy losers, but it forces you to buy low and sell high.

We suggest rebalancing every quarter if the 
target mix is off by at least two percent. If the mix is 
within two percent, just stand pat.

With this strategy, you will have an efficient, 
balanced investment approach that has been ef-
fective over the long haul. It is important to begin 
as soon as you can and stick to the allocation and 
rebalancing plan.   

Guy Williams is president and chief execu-
tive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. 
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Wil-
liams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president 
and branch manager can be contacted at 565-3656. 
Brian Behlar, vice president and commercial lender, 
can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank 
and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Investing in stock
By Guy Williams

Banking
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What to know about implanted cardiac rhythm devices 
By Benjamin G Romick, MD, FACC, CCDS

February is 
American Heart Month 
and, in the spirit of 
generating awareness 
around cardiac issues, 

this column will take a look at interventional implanted 
cardiac rhythm devices that are becoming increasingly 
common throughout the world. What these devices are, 
what conditions they treat, how pacemakers and defi-
brillators are different and what to expect when living 
with one of these implanted devices will be discussed.
What are implanted cardiac rhythm devices?

It is likely that you know someone with an im-
planted device such as a pacemaker, defibrillator or 
loop recorder.

A pacemaker is a permanent, implanted device 
that includes up to three wires or “leads” which are 
inserted into a major vein (usually the subclavian 
vein underneath the collar bone) to connect to the 
heart so that the pacemaker can monitor the cardiac 
rhythm and pace the heart as needed to ensure an 
adequate heart rate.

Pacemakers are generally implanted in condi-
tions involving a slow heart rate or “bradycardia” that 
may be symptomatic. The severity of the symptoms and 
the conditions which may call for a pacemaker range 
from serious life-threatening conditions, to more minor 
conditions such as sinus node dysfunction. Symptoms 
of bradycardia can include fatigue, easy tiring with  
activities and shortness of breath, lightheadedness and 
loss of consciousness or “syncope” when the heart rate 
is too slow.

A defibrillator, or ICD, is slightly different than 
a pacemaker, both in the technical components and 
the condition or conditions it is meant to treat. Like 
a pacemaker, a defibrillator also has up to three 
leads that are inserted into the heart. The main dif-
ference is that one of the leads is slightly thicker and 
the ICD pulse generator (sometimes called a “can”) 
is slightly larger than a pacemaker.

The purpose of an ICD is to monitor and treat ar-
rhythmias that may be fatal, such as ventricular tachy-
cardia or ventricular fibrillation. These arrhythmias can 
cause sudden death and cardiovascular collapse due 
to sudden cardiac arrest. Patients who receive an ICD 
for these conditions may have suffered one of these ar-
rhythmias, survived an episode of sudden cardiac arrest 
with successful resuscitation or be at high risk for sud-
den cardiac arrest from arrhythmia.

The ICD is meant to abort sudden death by moni-
toring for an arrhythmia then delivering a life-saving 
therapy that terminates the arrhythmia, either by rap-
idly pacing or delivering a shock to reset the rhythm 
back to normal.

An implantable loop recorder is a much smaller 
device that is for diagnostic purposes only, hence it 
cannot deliver treatments such as pacing or shocks 
for rhythm abnormalities that are slow or fast. A loop 
recorder is usually implanted under the skin in close 
proximity to the heart in the chest area, but it does 
not have any leads that enter a vein or the heart. The 
battery for a loop recorder may last as long as three 
or four years, thereby loop recorders are typically 
employed in cases requiring extended monitoring to 

detect suspect rhythm abnormalities or symptoms 
that may occur infrequently.
What to expect when living with an implanted car-
diac rhythm device

In the past 30 years, prolific advancements in the 
technology of these devices has reduced device size, 
improved reliability, extended battery longevity and 
provided more accurate diagnostics resulting in fewer 
necessary precautions. The initial dogma of avoiding 
microwaves or other everyday appliances that can inter-
fere with the device function generally no longer holds 
true, with some devices even being FDA-approved for 
exposure to MRIs.

That being said, there are some minor precau-
tions that those living with these devices need to be 
aware of. Since pacemakers and ICDs have complex 
electrical circuitry that is designed to transmit elec-
trical currents, avoidance of situations or activities at 
risk for electric shock is an advisable precaution. Other 
magnetic fields such as security systems in various 
shopping locations or at airports can cause interfer-
ence, but are not of concern if the duration of close 
proximity to these fields is kept to a minimum.

We recommended following up on pacemakers 
every six months and ICD function every three months 
in a device clinic. The purpose of the follow-up is to  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

track the battery life, allow the care team to know 
when the device requires replacement, ensure normal  
function of all the components of the device, reprogram 
the device if necessary, and assess for arrhythmias – 
which is especially important for ICDs.

The battery longevity of most devices is eight to 10 
years but some may even last up to 12 to 13 years. Once 
the battery is nearing depletion, surgery is required at 
the same site to remove the existing pulse generator 
and insert a new one. This can often be done as a same-
day surgery procedure.  

Dr. Benjamin G. Romick, an interventional 
cardiologist with at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, 
joined Ochsner in October 2016 after 15 years of active 
service with the U.S. Air Force Medical Corps where 
he gained extensive experience in caring for veterans 
and their families. Dr. Romick, who continues to serve 
with the U.S. Air Force Reserve, completed his medical 
degree at the University of Iowa, is board-certified in 
the specialties of cardiovascular disease and interven-
tional cardiology and has also been implanting and 
managing pacemakers and ICDs since completing his 
cardiovascular disease fellowship in 2008. A certified 
cardiovascular device specialist through the Interna-
tional Board of Heart Rhythm Examiners since 2011, 
Dr. Romick offers device clinics at the Ochsner clinic 
locations in Kenner and La Place. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an appointment call 443-9500. 

Insurance

Few of us go 
through life without 

ever applying for a loan or borrowing money. Bor-
rowing and repaying money can help you establish a 
credit history that will make it easier to get financing 
when you need it. But use credit judiciously, so it can 
help, rather than hurt your finances. The examples 
listed below help illustrate the difference between 

“good” and “bad” borrowing practices.
Good times to borrow

You’re buying a home. To make a home pur-
chase, most buyers need a mortgage loan. This type 
of financing is often considered good debt because a 
home is an investment that’s anticipated to increase 
in value over time. The caveat? Look at your entire 
financial picture before taking on a home loan and 
make sure you’re buying a home you can truly afford.

You’re adding to your education. If you’re fin-
ishing up an advanced degree or need additional train-
ing to move ahead in your career, taking out a student 
loan can be a smart move. Shop around for the most 
favorable rates and repayment plan.

You’re setting up a household. You’ll need some 
basics to begin with, such as a bed or a refrigerator. 
Essential appliances and furniture often can be pur-
chased via installment financing through the store 

– but don’t overdo. Not everything in your first place 
needs to be new. Thrift stores, yard sales and fam-
ily members can be good sources of basic furnishings 
that tide you over until you can afford the items you 
want.

You’re consolidating debt. If you have several 
credit cards with high interest rates, it may make 
sense to get a loan to achieve a lower overall interest 
rate and smaller payments. But note – put those cards 
away. Don’t rack up new charges as you’re paying off 
the consolidation loan.

Good times to wait
You want to buy extravagant holiday gifts. It’s 

never a good idea to borrow money – either through 
a loan or on your credit card – to spend above your 
means. Temper your generosity and choose meaning-
ful, less expensive ways to remember others at the 
holidays.

You’d like a nice wedding. Taking out a loan to 
put on a lavish ceremony and reception that you can’t 
truly afford could start your marriage out under a 
financial eight ball. Scale back your plans to fit your 
budget and focus more on the occasion than the show 
surrounding it.

You need a vacation. Travel typically costs more 
than you think it will and if you have to take a loan 
simply to go on the trip, you’re better off finding more 
affordable ways to relax and recharge.
Good rules of thumb

Borrow only what you need. While it’s tempting 
to borrow more, you’ll end up having more to pay back 
and risk undermining your budget.

Shop around for good rates. Compare interest 
rates and payment terms. If you have a good credit 
score, you may be able to negotiate a better offer.

Pay off credit card balances every month. Car-
rying a balance means you’ll pay more for every pur-
chase you make, in the form of interest charges on the 
amount.

Check your credit report once a year. Knowing 
your credit score may help you secure more favorable 
rates. Get your annual report for free by visiting An-
nualCreditReport.com.    

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi In-
surance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and 
a select State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property 
Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, 
renters, life and health insurance along with finan-
cial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans 
Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted 
at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit 
Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.

When it may make sense to borrow 
money 
By Marie M. Clesi
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Milestones of constructing 
Louisiana’s airport 
By Mark Reis – Louis Armstrong New Orleans 
International Airport Interim Director of Aviation

It has been one 
year since the ground-

breaking ceremony was held marking the official com-
mencement of North Terminal construction. By the end 
of the first year of construction, residents and passengers 
alike could already see the beginnings of the terminal 
structure coming out of the ground with all pilings having 
been placed for the terminal, concourses, elevated road 
and parking garage. The construction manager at risk 
(CMAR), a joint venture between Hunt, Gibbs, Boh and 
Metro companies, has been working to stay on-schedule 
and on-budget since the project’s beginning and has done 
an extraordinary job through challenges with Louisiana’s 
difficult landscape.

The new terminal is being built on a greenfield site 
separate from current operations and has no impact on 
our airlines or passengers. The capital program includes 
the construction of a new world-class terminal, enabling 
projects like a new on-airport roadway system and FAA 
navigational aid relocation and third party projects that 
include a flyover interchange access from I-10 and an 
aircraft fuel hydrant system. To ensure the new facility 
can accommodate the airport’s exponential growth, the 
airport updated its activity forecast which indicates an-
ticipated future passenger traffic. Based on this updated 
information, New Orleans Mayor Landrieu and the New 
Orleans Aviation Board (NOAB) decided it is necessary to 
begin a five gate expansion. The North Terminal Project 
always included plans for a future expansion, but the up-
dated data showed that the plans needed to be activated 
earlier than projected.

The airport has experienced a record-breaking 
number of non-stop destinations, airlines and passengers 
over the last several years. From 2013, when the terminal 
was originally designed, to today, six new airlines and 
multiple new non-stop destinations have been added at 
Armstrong International. MSY is slated to experience even 
more growth with the start of new international flights to 
London four-times weekly with British Airways beginning 
in March and Frankfurt, Germany, twice-weekly with Con-
dor starting in May. These airlines will utilize wide-body 

aircraft that hold nearly 40 percent more passengers than 
the average aircraft flying into MSY.

Expect to see additional, noticeable developments 
on the North Terminal Project starting between April 
and May when the CMAR plans to begin paving the air-
craft apron. Installation of the exterior glass walls of the 
terminal building and setting precast slabs for the parking 
garage will be begin between May and June. In November, 
contractors will begin on the interior walls and finishes.

The food and beverage packages for the North Ter-
minal were recently selected. The NOAB approved the 
selection of proposals from Delaware North and Chase 
Catering and Concessions LLC joint venture and the HM-
SHost, Coaxum Enterprises, and Kaleidoscope partner-
ship at the Board’s last meeting. The selections will now 
be presented to the New Orleans City Council for approval 
before being officially recognized as the food and bever-
age selections for the North Terminal. The two packages 
selected will bring a mix of local and national brands that 
passengers are sure to appreciate. Great local chefs will 
bring their unique flavors to the new facility bringing the 
New Orleans essence to passengers traveling through the 
airport.

As the first and last representation of New Orleans 
for most visitors, it is very important for our airport to 
reflect New Orleans and Louisiana in a way that makes 
its residents proud. We are confident that the new North 
Terminal will do just that.  

Mark Reis, Louis Armstrong New Orleans 
International Airport Interim Director of Aviation 
for may be reached at airport@flymsy.com. Check 
your local listings for the air time of the Armstrong 
International Airport 30 minute television program, 

“Airport Alive” or view it on the airport website, www.
flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link on 
the “News and Stats” page. You can now follow the 
airport on facebook.com/MSYAirport and Twitter @
NO_Airport. To find out how to be a volunteer at the 
airport, click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s web-
site homepage. 
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Auto Painting & Body Shop

Speedy

6 Coats Acrylic Enamel with Gloss Hardener. 
All Cars Sanded & Taped.1/2 Down in Cash. 

Balance in Cash upon Completion.  
Quality Work. Prep included. 

FREE ESTIMATES.

$549.88   Select Colors

SPECIAL 
front or rear

BUMPER PAINTING

$250

Swiftys_1016.indd   1 9/23/16   7:01 PM

St. Jerome
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Seafood Dinners
Fish Plates  •  Shrimp Plates  •  Soft Shell Crab  •  Combo Plates  •  Stuffed Crab Plates  

Crawfi sh Etoufee  •  Super Seafood Plate  •  Grilled Shrimp Salad  •  Hush Puppies
  Crawfi sh Kickers Gumbo   •   Crab Cakes  •  Soft Shell Crab  •  Grilled Shrimp Plates
Grilled Fish Plates  •  Grilled Combo Plates  •  Soft Shell Crab Plates  •  Crawfi sh Pies

Lenten Dinner Dates - Ash Wednesday Mar 1st thru Good Friday Apr. 14th
Open Every Friday 11am-1pm – Lunch Special

Bunco Follows Fish Fry - 7:00pm
Bonco Dates 2/17 - 3/17 - 4/28 - 5/19 - 6/16 - 7/21 - 8/18 - 9/15 - 10/20 - 11/17 - 12/15

Phone-in Orders • Visa/Mastercard/Discover Accepted
3310 Florida Ave. • Kenner, LA 70065 • 469-6736 or 352-7107

On January 17, 2017, Vacation Express an-
nounced a new, direct service to Freeport on Grand 
Bahama Island from New Orleans. Beginning May 
27, 2017, exclusive non-stop flights to Grand Bahama 
Island will depart weekly from Louis Armstrong New 
Orleans International Airport through June 26, 2017 
for quick four-night escapes.

“Travelers are sure to be excited about the air-
port’s eighth international destination with new non-
stop flights to Freeport, The Bahamas,” said Mark 
Reis, interim aviation director for Louis Armstrong 
New Orleans International Airport. “We are pleased 
that Vacation Express continues to provide great op-
tions for our passengers to visit beautiful vacation 
destinations like The Bahamas.”

In celebration of this new service and in support 
of local Bahamian hero and shooting guard for the 
NBA’s New Orleans Pelicans, Buddy Hield, The Baha-
mas Tourist Office is promoting these non-stop flights 
with a booth featuring giveaways, travel vouchers and 
more at games held at the Smoothie King Center on 
February 23 and March 14, 2017.

“Grand Bahama is one of our country’s most excit-
ing and adventurous destinations,” said Bahamas Minis-
try of Tourism Director General Joy Jibrilu. ‘The Island 
has so much to offer especially with its myriad of eco-
tourism attractions, its pristine beaches that go on for 
miles, world class resorts and great shopping.”

Travelers to Grand Bahama Island will be de-
lighted with the non-stop flights operated by Sunwing 
Airlines on a Boeing 737-800 featuring their signature 

“Champagne Service,” which includes a complimentary 
bag of pretzels, in-flight entertainment and a compli-
mentary beverage. All passengers are permitted one 
free carry-on bag and the option to upgrade. Upgrades 
start at only $20 each way for preferred seating with the 
option to upgrade to “Elite Plus” for only $39 each way 
which includes amenities such as priority check-in, seat-
ing with extra legroom and a free checked bag weighing 
up to 44 pounds.

Packages to this destination can be booked online 
at www.VacationExpress.com, by calling 1-800-309-4717 
or through a local travel agent.   

Vacation Express brings non-stop service to 
Grand Bahama Island from New Orleans 
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ATTENTION
KENNER RESIDENTS

E. “Ben” Zahn III
Kenner Mayor

Arleeta O. Terrell
Community Development Director

      Do you need assistance with your rent or utilities?
  Are you being evicted and/or your utilities turned off?

The City of Kenner 
Community Development Department has an

Emergency Rent & Utility Assistance Program
that you may qualify for

Kenner Food Bank
317 Oxley Street

468-7204

Hispanic Resource Center
 4312 Florida Street

 469-2570 - Rebecca Hasbun

Martin Luther King Resource Center
1042 31st Street • 466-0697 - Rose Behan

TO BE ELIGIBLE YOU MUST:
•  Be a current resident of Kenner (six month minimum)
•  Have a valid drivers license or state I.D.
•  Have a court ordered eviction notice signed by a judge
•  Have a utility disconnect notice in your name
•    Cannot currently be on any public rental assistance programs
•  Income verifi cation required – income guidelines apply

To pick up an application or receive additional information on program
requirements please call or visit any one of the following Community Centers:

Health

I often get asked 
should I have the total 
joint replacement or 

should I wait a year or two.
Severe arthritis patients face this question often 

as their symptoms of pain increase and there active life-
style deceases. The answer to the question of “Should I 
or should I wait?” has an easy answer – “quality of life.” I 
ask the patient if there has been a significant decrease 
in their active activities throughout the day as well as if 
they wanted to travel out of state or out of the country, 
would their injury allow them to do so? If they answer they 
would not even consider a vacation because of the pain 
and limitation of the arthritic joint would be too much to 
bear, then they have already answered their own question.

Most patients with grade 3 or severe arthritis will 
wait to have the surgery for one to two years or longer and 
continue functioning with pain and limitation as long as 
they can. This decision not only further impairs their daily 
lifestyle, but also takes away their quality of life. Total 
joint replacement surgery has come a long way over the 
past 10 to 15 years with custom fit prosthesis available 
for the knee as well as more current surgical techniques 
for the hip and shoulder joints. As a result of improved 
surgical technique and equipment available, recovery has 

improved as well.
An estimated 52.5 million people have reported 

some form of arthritis to their doctor and this num-
ber is expected to rise over the next several years. Our 
health and quality of life becomes a significant factor 
when we develop arthritis in our joints. The symptoms 
associated with arthritis, such as pain, swelling and 
loss of motion, causes us to become less active in our 
everyday lives which in turn can begin to have an effect 
on our health and well-being.

Treating arthritis properly in the early stages of de-
velopment with exercise and diet will help maintain an 
active lifestyle. When the later stages of arthritis develop 
and we become more limited in our activities, total joint 
replacement surgery is a great option to help us recover 
our quality of life and most importantly, to have good 
health. The bottom line is to have that replacement if you 
are asking the question, “do it or not,” and begin enjoying 
a pain free and healthier life again.   

 
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Ken-

ner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 3921 Williams 
Boulevard in Kenner and at two other locations in Metairie 
and on the West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical 
School Department of Allied Health Department of Physical 
Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and 
Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@
gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.

Total knee replacement:  
Should I or shouldn’t I
By Craig Goodwin

February is the 
perfect time to be think-
ing about what you will 
need to do if you are go-

ing to sell your home this year.
Your home’s exterior is typically the first thing a 

buyer sees in person and on listing websites. It is very 
important that your home be easy for potential buyers 
to find, so make sure the house numbers are easy to 
see from the street.

Keep your yard clean and fresh by trimming and 
shaping hedges, refreshing mulch and edging the lawn. 
Consider hiring a professional lawn service before and 
while your home is on the market. It will take the pres-
sure off of you and ensure the home will always look good. 
Consider pressure-washing your house, walkways and 
driveway. Add a fresh coat of paint to your trim and shut-
ters. A clean and neat exterior will let potential buyers 
know that you have kept the house in good repair.

On the exterior, walk around your house and make 
a list of any areas in need of repair. Arrange to have these 
items fixed well before listing your home. Loose gutters, 
missing roofing shingles, faded or peeling paint and dam-
aged siding will leave potential buyers wondering how 
well the house has been cared for over the years.

Remember that potential buyers will also drive 
by at night after work. A well-lit exterior will make 
you home look welcoming and lived-in from the street. 
Replace any burned out bulbs in any outdoor lighting. 
Leave a few lights on inside the house to give a warm 
glow from the exterior.

On the interior, the kitchen is the heart of the 

 
 
 
home and it is also what sells the home to many buyers. 
A great kitchen layout, complete with modern, energy-
efficient appliances and lots of good lighting, can make 
anyone pause for a second look. Now is the time to turn 
to small upgrades like replacing door handles, switch 
plate covers, cabinet hardware and a new kitchen 
faucet. More expensive upgrades, such as re-facing old  
cabinets (assuming the cabinet boxes are sound) and 
new countertops can be considered if you really want 
to impress.

The master bathroom is another key room in the 
house. If needed, consider improving it with new light-
ing, fresh caulking around the tub and shower and bright 
new faucets that draw the eye. If things are really old, 
consider replacing the vanity with something more mod-
ern (including a nice new granite or marble countertop), 
laying new tile and painting or wallpapering the walls 
with something fresh and attractive. A minor bathroom 
remodel doesn’t cost as much as the aforementioned 
kitchen remodel but it also doesn’t return as much on 
your investment.

Don’t go overboard on major remodels. Chances 
are you won’t get your money back. Instead, focus on 
small upgrades.

One of the main concerns we hear from homebuy-
ers is about the age and condition of the roof. No one 
wants to buy a house that might need a costly new roof 
in the near future. Hiring a licensed home inspector 
will help you identify potential problems, like the con-
dition of the roof and other major components, which 
 could hinder the sale.

The air conditioning and heating systems and wa-
ter heater should be inspected and serviced to ensure 
these systems are in good operating condition, so that 

Getting your home ready to sell
By Dan Dormady

Peering into the future of 
housing: Predictions for 2017
By Linda R. Martin

Two rate hikes
WalletHub is see- 

ing double in 2017, 
pegging the Federal 

Reserve to raise the key rate twice – a quarter point 
each –  to bring the target rate to 1.00 to1.25 percent 
interest. Interest rates, including for mortgages, will 
follow suit.
But higher homes sales

WalletHub forecasts existing home sales to 
hit six million this year, fueled by rising rates. “If 
interest rates rise slowly, we may see a nice bump 
in home sales and mortgage availability as buyers 
see low interest rates slowly fading and banks have 
higher rates to buffer against risk,” says Dr. Robert 
Eyler, director of the Center for Regional Econom-
ic Analysis at Sonoma State University.
More time for the CFPB

WalletHug senses the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau (CFPB), which was ruled unconstitutional  

by a federal appeals court last fall, won’t get the boot, 
even with the “You’re fired” administration taking office.

“The CFPB’s good work will be undercut by some 
politicians, even further than it already has been,” said 
Jeffrey Frankel, professor at the Beller Center for Sci-
ence and International Affairs, Harvard. “I hope and 
guess that it will not be abolished outright.”
Credit scores to improve

WalletHub has a sunny outlook for credit scores, 
anticipating the average score to rise 675 from 668 
this year. The reason? Millions of homeowners will 
see foreclosures and short sales – black marks from 
the crash – drop off their credit reports thus helping 
their case for a new mortgage.    

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, 
can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors 
office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner, 
LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned 
and operated company. Visit the company website at 
www.gardnerRealtors.com.

Real Estate

there will be no surprises when the buyer’s home inspec-
tor performs their inspection. If you have an older air 
conditioning unit or furnace, you may need to plan for 
replacement prior to selling your home.

And remember, the best way to make your home 
appealing to buyers’ costs nothing: clean up and declut-
ter. That includes your medicine cabinets and closets, 
because buyers will open them. Remove extra furniture 
to make the rooms seem bigger.

All of these things discussed will help you to poten-
tially sell your home faster.   

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional en-
gineer and licensed home inspector and the president 
of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned 
consulting engineering firm specializing in residen-
tial and commercial building inspection services. 
Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.
net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.
criterium-dormady.com.
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On January 10, 2017, Ochsner Health System an-
nounced that they have acquired Millennium Health-
care Management, Inc. (MHM), increasing access to 
non-emergency care and occupational health services 
in the greater New Orleans area. Going forward, all 14 
MHM locations – including 12 urgent care and four oc-
cupational health clinics where 50 physicians provide 
care, 365 days each year to more than 135,000 patients 

– will become part of the Ochsner Health System and 
Ochsner will manage the day-to-day operations.

“Becker’s Healthcare Review reported that the 
number of urgent care facilities is expected to increase 
5.8 percent each year through 2018 to meet growing 
patient demand. This acquisition means that Ochsner 
will now offer patients increased access to urgent care 
at a wider range of locations.” said Gerry Cvitanovich, 
M.D., and chief medical officer for MHM Urgent Care 
and Occupational Health. “In order to be proactive, we 
knew we had to partner with a leading organization 
committed to delivering quality in the right care set-
ting – Ochsner was the clear choice.”

“With the demand increasing for both primary 
and emergency care providers, urgent care centers 

have become an increasingly viable option for patients,” 
said Pedro Cazabon, M.D., department chair for adult 
primary care at Ochsner. “Just as we do with our ex-
tended hours and urgent care locations, true urgent 
care centers offer patient-friendly hours making them 
convenient and accessible for patients to get the most 
appropriate level of care they need.”

“Bringing this level of broader access into the 
Ochsner Health System fulfills a crucial need for our 
patients, giving them convenient, connected, afford-
able access to urgent care in our greater New Orleans 
geographic footprint,” said Warner Thomas, president 
and chief executive officer of Ochsner Health System. 

“As the needs of patients continue to evolve, we plan to 
grow these options across the region.”

Ochsner Vice President of Urgent Care Diedra 
Dias will work with Pedro Cazabon M.D., department 
chair for adult primary care and Joseph Guarisco M.D., 
system chair of emergency medicine to oversee opera-
tions for all urgent care and occupational health clinics 
in the greater New Orleans area. Complete integration 
of services is expected by early 2017.  

Ochsner Health System acquires MHM Urgent 
Care and Occupational Medicine Medical Clinics

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes 
Shocks • Air Conditioner 

Work Struts • Brake Service 
Batteries • Belts • Hoses

 Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

PURCHASE OF $400 OR MORE PURCHASE OF $500 OR MORE
Must be presented at time of purchase, tire purchases must include nitrogen 

and road hazard protection plan, gift certifi cates excluded

★ OPEN SATURDAYS!  ★  8:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. ★

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Friday

8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SATURDAYS

www.scottystireandauto.com

Mardi Gras Special

EXPIRES 
2/28/17

Mardi Gras Special

Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy

943-5777
7030 Canal Boulevard

889-2663
4921 Airline Drive

www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Orthopedic
Center for

Sports
Medicine

THOMAS R.
LYONS MD

CHARLES P.
MURPHY MD

WILLIAM F.
SHERMAN JR. MD

LUIS M.
ESPINOZA MD

Hablamos Español

Obstructive sleep apnea common and treatable 
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

Many people 
have never heard of 
sleep disorders. It is 
estimated that over 20 
million adults in the 

U.S. alone suffer from obstructive sleep apnea and 
roughly 80 percent of those afflicted go untreated. The 
truth is that sleep disorders today are very common, can 
be serious and 95 percent are under diagnosed. Contin-
uous research has shown that having less than six hours 
of sleep each night, an irregular sleep schedule or poor 
sleep is associated with many health risks.

Obstructive sleep apnea is the most common 
form of sleep apnea. Apnea literally translates as “ces-
sation of breathing” which means that during sleep your 
breathing stops periodically during the night for a few 
seconds. These lapses in breathing can occur for up to 
ten seconds or more and can happen up to hundreds of 
times a night in severe cases. When this happens, you 
may snore loudly or making choking noises as you try to 
breathe. Your brain and body become oxygen deprived 
and you may wake up. When you wake up in the morn-
ing you feel tired or not refreshed even though you just 
had a full night of sleep. During the day you can feel 
fatigued, have difficulty concentrating or may even fall 
asleep unintentionally. This is all because your body is 
waking up numerous times throughout the night even 
though you might not be conscious of each awakening.

Who is at risk? Anyone can have sleep apnea 
regardless of gender, age or body type. Sleep apnea in-
creases the risk for hypertension, heart attack, stroke or 
even sudden death.
Here are some common symptoms to look for to 
know when should you contact a doctor or sleep spe-
cial about obstructive sleep apnea?

If your snoring is loud enough that it disturbs 
your bed partners sleep during the night.

If you often wake from sleep because of shortness 
of breath or difficulty breathing comfortably.

If you have regular intermittent pauses in your 
breathing during sleep.

If you have chronic morning headaches.
If you feel excessively sleepy during the day or  

 
 
often fall asleep at inappropriate times.
Be prepared for your OSA doctor’s appointment

Once you schedule an appointment with a 
sleep specialist, you should begin keeping a “sleep 
journal” for about two weeks prior to your visit. In 
that journal, you should document your nightly sleep-
ing habits and behaviors and write down things such 
as what time you went to bed, what time you woke 
up, how often you woke up in the middle of the night, 
how rested and alert you felt the following day or 
how sleepy you felt the next day.

You may want to ask your bed partner for input re-
garding your sleeping habits and they may have noticed 
some of the nocturnal activities that you may not have 
been aware of.

If you’re aware of any family history of OSA, 
make sure to mention it to your doctor as OSA can 
be hereditary.

Try to remember and figure out when your symp-
toms began. Did your symptoms increase or begin as 
you aged? Did your symptoms increase as you gained 
weight or stopped exercising?
Three simple ways of diagnosing obstructive sleep 
apnea syndrome

Physical examination
The doctor may administer a simple check of your 

mouth, throat and neck to determine if you have OSA. 
The doctor is looking for abnormalities or excessive 
fatty tissue of the uvula, tongue and large tonsils and 
adenoids especially in children.

Polysomnography (PSG)
If your doctor believes you may have moderate to 

severe obstructive sleep apnea, he will probably refer 
you to have a sleep study done. You will spend the night 
at a sleep clinic where you will be hooked up to a diag-
nostic machine that measures and records your heart, 
lung and brain activity, breathing patterns, arm and 
leg movements, body positions and blood oxygen levels 
while you sleep. These tests are painless and noninva-
sive and generally take six hours to complete.

Home sleep apnea test (HSAT)
This option is available for you to sleep in the 

comfort of your own bed while undergoing the evalua-

tion. While not as in-depth of a study as a PSG, an HSAT 
monitors airflow, respiratory effort, breathing patterns, 
blood oxygen level and even body movements.
Methods of treatment of obstructive sleep apnea

Methods include lifestyle modifications includ-
ing diet and exercise, cutting back on alcohol, quitting 
smoking, sleeping on your side, common positive air-
way pressure (PAP), oral appliances and surgeries for 
obstructive sleep apnea.  

Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D. Louisiana native 
is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist who received 
his undergraduate degree at LSU-Shreveport, com-
pleted his residency at LSU-HSC in New Orleans and 

fellowship in sleep medicine at Thomas Jefferson Uni-
versity Hospital in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr. 
Cheema is the medical director at Sleep Center of New 
Orleans (SCONO), located at 4232 Williams Boulevard, 
Suite 108, the first of its kind accredited by the Ameri-
can Academy of Sleep Medicine (AASM) for treating 
children and adults with any of sleep-related condi-
tions. Dr. Cheema is board certified in family medi-
cine by the American Board of Family Medicine and 
currently practices pediatric/adult sleep medicine in 
the metro New Orleans area. To schedule an appoint-
ment call the Sleep Center at 405-5582 or visit the web-
sites, www.myscono.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.
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This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight:  
Granville T. Woods Elementary

The educators at Granville T. Woods 
Elementary believe it is vital to prepare 
students to be successful learners and active 
contributors in the 21st century. This purpose is 
embodied through numerous opportunities for 
students and stakeholders.

Accelerated small group instruction challenges 
students who are above level in reading, while 
intensive literary instruction aids children who 
need extra support. A recent school-wide reading event brought students face-to-face with 
local leaders, who read to students and shared their own stories of success. When it comes to 
mathematics, students use their analytical skills to solve real world problems. 

G.T. Woods Elementary students excel in organizations like National Beta Club and the Kiwanis K-Kids 
Club. These young leaders participate in choir, dance, and band, as well as in community events. 

Parents are engaged in their child’s education through 
workshops, special literacy nights, and celebrations.

Janine Holmes is the principal of G.T. Woods 
Elementary. The school is represented by Jefferson 
Parish School Board District V Member Cedric Floyd. 
G.T. Woods Elementary is located at 1037 31st Street 
in Kenner. For more information, call (504) 466-6252 
or visit the school online at woods.jpschools.org.

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates 

Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle, 

Schneckenburger Elementary, Washington Montessori, G. T. Woods Elementary

Sleep Center of New Orleans in Kenner receives program accreditation    
On January 27, 2017, it was announced that the 

Sleep Center of New Orleans in Kenner received pro-
gram accreditation from the American Academy of 
Sleep Medicine (AASM).

Sleep Center of New Orleans is directed by 
Mohammad Cheema, M.D. and is located at 4232 Wil-
liams Boulevard, Suite108 in Kenner.

“It has been a long journey but a pleasant one 
to obtain this prestigious accreditation says Dr. 
Cheema.”

“The American Academy of Sleep Medicine con-
gratulates Sleep Center of New Orleans on meeting 
the high standards required for receiving accredita-
tion as a sleep disorders center,” said Dr. Ronald D. 
Chervin, AASM president. “Sleep Center of New Or-
leans is an important resource to the local medical 
community and will provide academic and scientific 
value in addition to the highest quality care for pa-
tients suffering from sleep disorders.”

To receive accreditation for a five-year period, 

a sleep center must meet or exceed all standards for 
professional health care as designated by the AASM. 
These standards address core areas such as person-
nel, facility and equipment, policies and procedures, 
data acquisition, patient care and quality assurance. 
Additionally, the sleep center’s goals must be clearly 
stated and include plans for positively affecting the 
quality of medical care in the community it serves.

The American Academy of Sleep Medicine ac-
credited a sleep disorders center for the first time in 

1977. Today there are more than 2,500 AASM-accred-
ited sleep centers across the country.

The American Academy of Sleep Medicine is a 
professional medical society for clinicians, research-
ers and other health care providers in the field of 
sleep medicine. As the national accrediting body for 
sleep disorders centers, the AASM is dedicated to 
setting standards and promoting excellence in sleep 
medicine health care, education and research.   

Community
Archbishop Chapelle High School to hold annual “Emerald Gala”    

Archbishop Chapelle High School will hold its 
“Emerald Gala” on Saturday, March 18, 2017 in the 
Mardi Gras Ballroom of the Copeland Towers, lo-
cated at 2601 Severn Avenue in Metairie. The patron 
party is at 7:00 p.m. and the Emerald Gala is from 
8:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.

Ray and Jessica Brandt are the 2017 “Emerald 
Gala Presenting Sponsor.” Benefactors are invited to 

an exclusive patron party before the gala featuring 
hors d’oeuvres, libations and music by the Rummel-
Chapelle Jazz Band. The gala will follow with hun-
dreds of prizes on the silent auction, new prizes on 
the live auction and other exciting items including a 
Southwest Airlines drawing and Kendra Scott jewelry 
pull. Higher-level patrons will also receive preferred 
reserved table seating and recognition in the invita-

tion and program.
“This annual auction benefitting Archbishop 

Chapelle High School is critical to maintaining the 
school’s mission of offering the finest education for 
young women in the greater New Orleans area,” said 
Susan Panzavecchia, special events coordinator for 
Chapelle. “All money raised will be used to purchase 
supplies needed to enhance the new STEM Center 

for Chapelle students, including 3D Printers and new 
laboratory equipment.”

Register as a benefactor and bid online at 
www.501auctions.com/Chapelle. For more informa-
tion regarding benefactor recognition or donations, 
contact the school at 467-3105.   

New adoption hours for Jefferson Parish Animal Shelter     
The Jefferson Parish Animal Shelters, located 

on the Eastbank at #1 Humane Way in Jefferson and 
on the Westbank at 2701 Lapalco Boulevard in Har-
vey, have new pet adoption hours.

On Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 
adoption hours are from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. On 
Thursday, hours are 11:00 until 6:00 p.m. and from 
11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. on Saturday.

The animal shelters have ended parish animal 
control services to owners wishing to surrender their 
animals. All owner surrendered animals must be 
brought to the front offices of both shelters for intake.

For more information contact Jefferson Par-
ish Animal Shelter Director Robin Beaulieu at 736-
6111.   

The Jefferson Parish Public School System 
serves all students in our parish. We’re a district 
as diverse as the community in which we live. 
Our nearly 50,000 students consist of at-risk and 
advanced, rich and poor, African-American and 
Asian-American, Hispanic and Caucasian, and ev-
erything in between. Academic achievement for all 
students, regardless of background, is our priority 
and pledge for every student at every school.

Cultural and economic differences are em-
bedded in the fabric of our schools and community. 
By working to understand the different needs of 
our students, we’ve seen widespread success. Sev-
enteen of our high poverty schools outperformed 
the state on the 2016 school performance scores. 
The most recent state report card also ranked four 
of our schools in the state’s top 10 public schools 
and eight in the top 25. In total, nearly one-third 
of our students attend a school rated an “A” or “B” 
by the state.

Diversity in our school system is about more 
than just cultural and economic differences. Stu-
dents retain information in different ways and are 
driven by different opportunities. That’s why we 

offer parents so many school choice options. Our 
magnet schools range from arts integration and 
language immersion programs, to International 
Baccalaureate and Montessori schools. Our Ad-
vanced Study Academies challenge high achieving 
students with a curriculum at least one grade level 
ahead. Students in our career programs are gradu-
ating high school with the professional credentials 
to step right into a career thanks to our relation-
ship with local businesses and industries. Parents 
looking for a different choice can also take advan-
tage of one of our numerous charter schools.

Every child has a dream. We are here to help 
them achieve it.   

Isaac G. Joseph is the first African Ameri-
can superintendent of the Jefferson Parish Public 
School System (JPPSS); the largest and most di-
verse school district in Louisiana serving 48,000 
students. During his 30 year career with the dis-
trict, Joseph served as an educator, dean of stu-
dent services, principal, assistant superintendent 
of human resources and executive director of 
grants and federal programs.

All students have the 
opportunity to succeed in 
Jefferson Parish Public Schools
By Isaac G. Joseph – Jefferson Parish Public School 
System Superintendent

Education
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Automotive

RSVP: http://Events.KennerBusinessAssociation.com  
Contact: Networking@KennerBusinessAssociation.com 

Call: Bob Rispolli (504) 457-3222 or Sid Bullard (504) 512-5664

Event Information and RSVP:

Sponsored by

JOIN US WEDNESDAY FEBUARY 15TH
KBA and JCVB

Joint Networking Event
Lakes of Chateau North | 3700 Loyola Drive, Kenner

 5:30PM - 8:00PM | Win Two VIP Royal Passes to Family Gras!!

In Partnership With

Archbishop Chapelle High School presents 
St. Joseph’s Altar    

Archbishop Chapelle High School will hold its 
annual St. Joseph’s Altar in the school gymnasium 
on March 17 and 18, 2017. Archbishop Chapelle High 
School has held a St. Joseph’s Altar for the past six 
years. Chapelle alumnae, parents, staff and friends 
work for weeks to prepare baked goods for the altar, 
which pays homage to the Italian heritage of greater 
New Orleans.

Altar viewing on Friday, March 17 is from noon 
until 8:00 p.m. with the rosary at 7:00 p.m. Altar view-
ing on Saturday, March 18 is from 9:00 a.m. until 
4:00 p.m. with the Tupa Tupa at noon. Lunch will be 
served in the cafeteria following the Tupa Tupa on 

Saturday. Candles for the altar may be purchased 
from Chapelle for $5 each.

“After Katrina, there were not that many al-
tars in the area, so we looked to Chapelle to ex-
pose young people to this tradition and to carry 
it forward. We’ve had a really good response from 
the students, with many volunteering to bake 
cookies and set up the altar, and many coming 
back to campus to help as alumnae. Chapelle’s 
St. Joseph’s Altar is a community-based event that 
brings people together and keeps this wonderful 
tradition alive,” says Chapelle St. Joseph’s Altar 
Co-Committee Chair Julie Kilbride ’86.   

When it’s run-
ning properly during 

every day driving you get used to what your car sounds 
like. So when you hear a noise that’s unusual and dif-
ferent such as a whine, creak or squeal, something 
has changed in your vehicle. Stop a minor problem 
from becoming a major one by paying attention to the 
changing sounds of your vehicle. Listen for the sounds 
listed below and take action when necessary.
Squealing brakes

There are several things that can cause brake 
squealing. If you hear squealing only during braking, 
particularly light braking, it’s probably caused by a 
vibration at the brake pads. Squealing doesn’t affect 
your braking performance and, while it’s annoying, it 
is usually nothing to worry about. It can happen even 
with new pads.

If you hear a similar high-pitched squeal from 
the brakes while the car is moving but it stops when 
you step on the brake pedal, it can be a sign that your 
brake pads have worn down and need changing soon. 
This is a normal warning sound, since today’s cars have 
a soft-metal tab on the brake pads that contacts the 
brake rotor when the pads have worn to a certain point 
to alert you of a braking problem.
Action to take

Have the brakes inspected professionally. In the 
case of the squeal during braking, you may be able 
have a lubricant applied to quiet the vibration.
Squeals under the hood

If you hear squealing while revving the engine 
or when first starting an engine while cold, the noise 
is probably due to a slipping drive belt. The belt could 
just need adjusting or it could be glazed, where the 
sides look shiny, which means it now needs replacing.
Action to take

Have a qualified car professional check the drive 
belts and replace them if necessary.
Light rattling in the engine

This could be pinging, which can sound like tiny 
marbles bouncing around inside the engine and usu-
ally occurs while accelerating or climbing hills. But, 
it’s often due to using gas with an octane rating that is 
too low. This can happen in older engines due to car-
bon buildup. Severe pinging can damage the engine 

 
 
 
 seriously. Engine overheating can also cause pinging, 
which can indicate a serious problem.
Action to take

Check your coolant temperature gauge and if 
the temperature is normal, try switching to premium 
gasoline. If that doesn’t stop the pinging, have the car 
checked by a professional. However, if the temperature 
is high, stop driving and check the coolant level, but do 
not add water until the engine has cooled down. Then 
have the cooling system inspected by a professional.
Rhythmic thumping

If the noise increases and decreases with the 
speed of the car, then you probably have a tire prob-
lem, such as torn rubber in the tread, a bubble in the 
sidewall or a flat spot. If so, you’ll often feel a vibration 
through the steering wheel as well.
Action to take

The tires should be inspected as soon as possible. 
If there is torn rubber or a bubble it could lead to a 
blowout. It is time to get new tires. However, a flat spot 
is annoying but not serious.
Hissing beneath the hood

This is most likely a vacuum leak, caused by a 
cracked or disconnected vacuum hose. Your engine 
could also be running or idling rough and the “check 
engine” light could be on.
Action to take

You may be able to reconnect a disconnected 
hose yourself. If not, take your vehicle to a repair shop.
Grinding sound from brakes

You have waited too long to replace your brake 
pads so your car is unsafe to drive and now your repair 
bill has greatly increased. The brake pads have worn 
completely through and are grinding against the brake 
rotor, which probably also needs to be replaced.
Action to take

Stop driving immediately and have the car towed 
to a repair shop.  

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire 
and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated 
full-service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 
Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 
a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday and 8:00 
a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Scotty’s website is 
www.scottystireandauto.com.

Ping! Thump! Hiss! What is your 
car telling you?
By Scott Zimmerman

Community

Cajun Zydeco Dance
Saturday February 18th  H  7-11 PM

Cajun Zydeco & Swamp Pop

The Columbus room  H 3310 Florida Ave., Kenner

Wild Man Dave is the DJ
Former member oF the

French music AssociAtion

Enjoy Reasonable Priced Seafood 

Hot Plate Dinners & Snacks

Admission 
$ 8.00 each

(behind the discount Zone on WilliAms blvd. & 33rd street)

50/50
Raffle

Cash
Bar

NO
“BYOL”

“Laissez Les Bons Temps RouLeR”    LeT’s Do Cajun DanCes eveRy LasT WeDnesDay of The monTh!

FOR INFORMATION, CALL DAVE AT 458-1328

Cajun Zydeco_0217.indd   1 1/28/17   8:08 PM
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Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads

Learn Leadership Skills

Be A Confi dent Public Speaker

Improve Profi tability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

The Executive 
Achievers Association meets 

for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Thursday, February 2 & 16
at Messina’s Catering, 

2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

  

Gulf Coast Swing Club_0217 outline.indd   1 1/28/17   6:22 PM

Community
Rivertown’s Lundi Gras annual celebration 
to kick off Mardi Gras    

The Lundi Gras celebration in 
Kenner will start at 10:00 a.m. on the 
day before Mardi Gras, Monday, Feb-
ruary 27, 2017, in Kenner’s historic 
Rivertown with food, fun and music. 
Groovy 7 will take the stage at 11:00 
a.m. and play until 3:00 p.m. The pub-
lic is invited to attend this free event 
which has been held annually since 
1999.

The highlight of Lundi Gras is 
the noon arrival and meeting of the 
royal courts of the Krewe of Argus of 
Metairie and the Zulu Social Aid and 
Pleasure Club of New Orleans. Both 
organizations parade on Mardi Gras 
Day before thousands of spectators.

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn and the 
Kenner City Council will be on hand at 
noon to officially toast and welcome 
the Carnival royalty to Kenner. The 
center of the activity will be in the 
parking lot at 400 Williams Boulevard 

across from the Rivertown Exhibition 
Hall. Local vendors will man booths 
selling food, refreshments and crafts 
during the Lundi Gras festivities.

“This wonderful, free event is a 
great way to get into the mood for 
the festivities on Fat Tuesday,” Mayor 
Zahn said. “I urge everyone to come 
out and enjoy themselves.”

Argus royalty includes Elie 
Khoury, King Argus XXXIII, and his 
queen, Robin M. Chailland, Queen 
Argus XXXIII. Zulu royalty are King 
Adonis C. Exposé and his queen, Don-
na M. Glapion.

For more information regarding 
the event call 468-7231.   

St. Joseph Altar 

Our Lady Of  
Perpetual Help Church

Larose Center
1908 Short Street

 
Blessing Of The Altar: 

Saturday, March 18 At 10 A.m.
 

Viewing Times
Saturday., March 18 & 

Sunday, March 19
9 A.m. To 7 P.m.

 
TUPA-TUPA

Sunday, March 19 at Noon
 

Serving Food To The Public
Sunday, March 19 • 1:00 P.m.

 
Contact Olph Rectory 

At 464-0361 
For More Information. Read the Kenner Star on your mobile device - computer, 

iPad, Kindle or cellphone!

Send your email address to kennerstarnews@aol.com
 For past editions visit www.kennerstar.com

Delivered 
electronically   
each month.

Read the Kenner Star on your mobile device - computer, 
iPad, Kindle or cellphone!

Send your email address to kennerstarnews@aol.com
 For past editions visit www.kennerstar.com

Kenner Police Department
Drug Tip Hotline

466-3073
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Give your family
Peace of mind Today

Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because 
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a 
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 466-8577

With March Mad-
ness a month away, 
hope springs eternal 
for 351 Division I 

men’s basketball playing schools around the 
country.

Per usual, the traditional powers will be 
prime contenders to not only make the tourna-
ment but to emerge as champion, including de-
fending champion Villanova, Louisville, Kentucky, 
Kansas and North Carolina. Others including Bay-
lor, Gonzaga, Florida State, Butler and Arizona will 
certainly have a shot.

Then, there are the little guys, the outsiders. 
The dream is to get hot at the right time and to win 
a conference tournament to capture an automatic 
berth.

That dream certainly lives in Louisiana, 
though it appears to be a fading thought. No sooner 
that the dream begins, reality awakens fans of boys’ 
schools throughout the state.

Consider the RPI (Ratings Percentage Index) 
of each Louisiana Division I men’s basketball team 
as January was coming to an end.

The highest ranked team from Louisiana of 
the 351 teams is UL-Lafayette. The Ragin’ Cajuns 
are at No. 122, hardly imposing, certainly not in 
contention for an at-large bid. Keep in mind that 
only 68 teams make the NCAA Tournament and 32 
are via automatic bids from their respective con-
ferences.

That leaves 36 at-large teams reaching March 
Madness.

LSU and the defensively challenged squad 
of Johnny Jones were at No. 129 and fading. The 
Tigers lost power forward Craig Victor, who was dis-
missed from the team in December. Other highly 
touted players have not lived up to their rankings 
in recruiting.

With Ben Simmons, who became the top 
overall draft choice in the NBA in tow, LSU failed 
to make the NCAA Tournament a year ago. The 
Tigers also had Tim Quarterman, who has spent 
some time this season with the Portland Trail Blaz-
ers.

Clearly, Jones is under siege. His job would 
appear to be in jeopardy. Jones has gone 89-60 in 
five seasons, but he is a modest 41-38 in SEC play 
during his tenure. He has only led the Tigers to 
one NCAA Tournament appearance and one NIT 
appearance, hardly the expectations when he was 
hired from North Texas to come home to his alma 
mater in 2012. Jones took the Mean Green to a pair 
of NCAA Tournaments.

The best story in Louisiana is right here in 
New Orleans where the University of New Orleans 
approached the end of January in first place in the 
Southland Conference, with a real shot a confer-
ence championship and top-seed for their confer-
ence tournament.

That said, UNO was at No. 151 in the RPI 
rankings.

Since Nate Frye returned, the Privateers have 
taken off. The senior guard out of Houma Chris-
tian is the glue to the team. Senior forward Erik 
Thomas enters February as perhaps the favorite 
for Southland Conference Player of the Year. The 
former Baton Rouge Community College star leads 
UNO in scoring and rebounding and was shooting 
right at 60 percent from the field.

Senior guard Christavious Gill of Alexandria 
High School has been consistently good, averaging 

over three assists per game while checking in as 
the second leading scorer for Mark Slessinger’s 
squad.

Slessinger has done an excellent job this sea-
son with perhaps the smallest budget in the confer-
ence. UNO is a veteran team and its experience is 
showing. While their RPI will not get them into the 
big dance in March, the chance at a conference 
title would do the trick for the first time since 1997 
for the Privateers.

Louisiana Tech, which has been solid in re-
cent years, was next at No. 164 while Nicholls State 
checked in at No. 187. Southeastern Louisiana sat 
at No. 245.

Tulane was in no man’s land at No. 256. In 
fairness, Mike Dunleavy did not inherit much and 
he needs a recruiting class or two to get the kind of 
players he wants to play with and coach. There is 
no doubt about his ability to coach, given his exten-
sive NBA head coaching experience.

For Dunleavy, it is all about the ability to at-
tract good enough players. He needs to prove that 
he is a good recruiter. The drought for Tulane is 22 
years, with Perry Clark last taking the Green Wave 
to the NCAA Tournament in 1995.

Dunleavy recently told The New York Times 
that he wants to model his program after the pro-
gram at Duke, another strong academic school 
where basketball is king. It is a good model and 
a good concept but putting into practice will be 
tough, as history suggests.

McNeese State was No. 266, Louisiana-Mon-
roe was at No. 298, Southern checks in at No. 302, 
Northwestern State was No. 304 and Grambling 
was at No. 340.

Of course, the plight of Louisiana basketball 
is nothing new.

Southern University won the SWAC Tour-
nament to earn an NCAA bid last season. LSU 
reached the NCAA Tournament under Jones in 
2015. UL-Lafayette reached the NCAA Tourna-
ment in 2014 with current Orlando Magic guard 
Elfrid Payton. Northwestern State made the tour-
nament under Mike McConathy in 2013.

Southeastern Louisiana made its first and 
only NCAA Tournament appearance in 2005. Mc-
Neese State last went to March Madness in 2002. 
Louisiana-Monroe last appeared in the tourna-
ment in 1996. Louisiana Tech was once an out-
standing program but the Bulldogs have not been 
to the NCAA Tournament since 1991. Grambling 
has never made the NCAA Division I Tournament.

Centenary dropped down from Division I to 
Division III status in 2011 but the Gents never 
reached an NCAA Tournament. In 1945, Loyola 
won the National Intercollegiate Basketball Cham-
pionship and was fourth in the NAIA in 1946. The 
Wolf Pack moved up to Division I, did not make an 
NCAA Tournament and dropped athletics in 1992. 
Loyola returned as an NAIA program in 1991.

Only LSU has reached the Division I Final 
Four among Louisiana teams.

Why is Louisiana so bad in Division I basket-
ball?

The answers are clear.
First, Louisiana is clearly a football state, 

with athletes gravitating to that sport. Louisiana 
has also been a strong baseball state for several 
years, evidenced by the success of LSU, UL-Lafay-
ette, Tulane, UNO, Southeastern Louisiana, South-
ern and Louisiana Tech in recent years. 

Second, there is a lack of overall talent from 

the state. In the New Orleans area this season, you 
can count the Division I prospects on one hand.

Third, many of the top Louisiana prospects 
exit the state, choosing to attend proven, bigger 
programs who play in power conferences with 
huge fan support.

Speaking of fan support, it is lacking on a 
statewide basis. Going to games at Tulane, UNO, 
Southeastern and Nicholls State in our area is of-
ten walking into mostly empty buildings.

Facilities are okay but nothing special. LSU 
(Pete Maravich Assembly Center) is a mid-level 
SEC facility. UNO is still a good Southland building 
(Lakefront Arena). Tulane (Avron Fogelman Arena 
in Devlin Fieldhouse) is simply dreadful. It is vir-
tually impossible to recruit to that facility. Tulane 
has a better practice facility (Hertz Center) than it 
does a basketball playing facility.

UL-Lafayette has a fine facility in the Cajun-
dome. Fant-Ewing Coliseum in Monroe is dated. 
Burton Coliseum in Lake Charles was updated in 
recent years and is fine, hosting the boys prep bas-
ketball state championships annually. University 
Center at Southeastern Louisiana is acceptable 
and is hosting girls prep basketball state champi-
onships again.

Prather Coliseum in Natchitoches is unique 
and a good home court advantage but certainly 
nothing special. The F.G. Clark Activity Center at 
Southern University is fine by SWAC standards. 
The same is true of the Fredrick C. Hobdy Assem-
bly Center at Grambling. The Thomas Assembly 
Center in Ruston is still solid.

With the dwarfing presence of football and 
the elite baseball program at LSU, basketball will 
always be challenged to be a top-shelf program. 
With the presence of the New Orleans Pelicans 
and New Orleans Saints in New Orleans, Tulane 
and UNO will always be challenged to attract fan 
interest.

The real hope is that Louisiana can get at 
least two teams into the NCAA Tournament this 
year with UNO and Southern looking like the best 
bets. Then again, it is quite possible that Louisiana 
could get shut out, a sign of the times of college 
basketball in our state.    

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of 
WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and gen-
eral manager of www.SportsNola.com and hosts 

“Sportsnola TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. on 
WHNO, TV 20. Trahan is the general manager and 
chairman of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame 
Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome, runs 
the Life Resources Sports Ministry and hosts All 
Access SportsTalk on WGSO, 990 AM and WGSO.
com on Monday, Thursday and Friday at 6:05 
p.m. as well as “The Three Tailgaters Show” on 
Saturday morning from 10:05 a.m. to noon with 
Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille.

UNO bright spot in dreary Louisiana men’s basketball season
By Ken Trahan

Sports
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Community

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate 
Title Transfers 
Refinances

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages 
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Expert closing assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this

We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie • 830-7979 • FAX 831-2609
Randy Lovitt

Century Title_0515.indd   1 4/26/15   6:13 PM

Social Security changes    
By Rafael E. Saddy

At the end of 
2016, the number 
of people receiving 
monthly benefits from 

Social Security number over 60 million and Supple-
mental Security Income (SSI) beneficiaries number 
over eight million. For many of these retired work-
ers or beneficiaries, these monthly benefits are their 
only means to provide a roof over their heads and 
food on their table. Today people are living longer, 
healthier lives and will probably be receiving benefits 
for more years than in the past. The Social Security 
Administration offers the Social Security Retirement 
Planner at www.ssa.gov/planners/retire to help you 
plan your finances.

There are many Social Security changes that 
took place on January 1, 2017. Among them was a 0.3 
percent cost-of-living adjustment (COLA). The Social 
Security Act ties the annual COLA to the increase in 
the Consumer Price Index as determined by the De-
partment of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics. The 
increase for the average recipient is $5 per month. 
The average monthly payment for retired workers is 
expected to be $1,360 in 2017. Retired couples will 
receive an average of $2,260 per month in 2017, up 
from $2,254 in 2016.

Most workers pay 6.2 percent of their earn-
ings into the Social Security system and their 
employers match that amount, until their sal-
ary exceeds the Social Security taxable maximum. 
The payroll tax earning cap for wage earners in 
the work force was also increased in 2017 to a 
taxable maximum of $127,200, up $8,700 from 
$118,500 in 2016. Of the estimated 173 million  

 
 
 
 
workers who will pay Social Security taxes on their 
wages in 2017, about 12 million will pay more this 
year because of the increase in the taxable maximum 
of income.

Earnings limits for those collecting Social Se-
curity prior to full retirement age climbed this year. 
Those who won’t reach full retirement age in 2017 
can earn up to $16,920 annually before forfeiting 
a portion of their Social Security benefits, which 
is $1,200 more than 2016’s limit. Those who do hit 
full retirement age this year have a limit of $44,880, 
which is $3,000 higher than last year’s limit.

It now takes $1,300 of income to get a Social 
Security credit for eligibility purposes, up $40 from 
last year.

The maximum Social Security retirement ben-
efit for 2017, based on retiring at full retirement age 
with maximum earnings over a 35-year career, rose 
$48 to $2,687 per month.

In 2017 there is an increased earning limit 
for retirees who work and collect Social Security at 
the same time. Those might have part of their ben-
efit temporarily withheld if they earn too much. The 
Social Security earnings limit for people age 65 and 
younger will increase from $15,720 in 2016 to $16,920 
in 2017. Social Security beneficiaries who earn more 
than this amount will have $1 in benefits withheld for 
every $2 in earned income over the limit. For those 
who will turn 66 in 2017, the earnings limit increases 
by $3,000 to $44,880, and the payment reduction de-
clines to $1 withheld for every $3 earned in excess 
of the earnings limit. Once you pass your full retire-
ment age, the earnings limit vanishes and you are 
allowed to earn as much income as you like without 

fear of a penalty cutting into your Social Security pay-
ments. Additionally, you’ll receive credit in the form 
of higher payments for any benefits withheld due to 
your working previously.

Full retirement age is 66 and two months for 
people born January 2, 1955 through January 1, 1956. 
They are eligible to receive permanently reduced 
retirement benefits when they turn 62 in 2017. Full 
retirement age is the age at which a person first 
becomes entitled to full (unreduced) retirement 
benefits. It had been 65 for many years. However, be-
ginning with people born in 1938 that age has been 
gradually increasing until it reaches 67 for people 
born in 1960 and later.

As the full retirement age continues to increase, 
there are greater reductions in benefits if you claim 
them before you reach full retirement age. For example, 
if you apply for benefits in 2017 at age 62, your monthly 
benefit amount will be reduced nearly 26 percent.

To learn more, visit the Social Security Ad-
ministration’s website at www.socialsecurity.gov or 
call 1-800-772-1213. Information is also available in 
Spanish at www.ssa.gov/open/online-services-from-
social-security-in-spanish.html.

If you are ready for retirement, Social Security 
offers an online retirement application that you can 
complete in about 15 minutes. There is no need to 
drive to a local Social Security office or wait for an 
appointment with a Social Security representative.

 
Community announcements

Feb. 17 – Mardi Gras Mambo 2017 Presented 
by Cervantes Foundation and the New Orleans Mu-
seum of Art from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., $10 advance 
tickets and $12 at the door. Elegant attire, masking 
encouraged, cash bar, live music by Asheson and 
surprise performances by other artists. For more info 
call 615-9070.

April 15 –Income taxes due – It is that time of 
the year and every person that receives income, re-
sides in the United States and fulfills certain require-
ments is required to file an income tax return and 
to pay any taxes that are due. Everyone must file, in-
cluding individuals not in permanent residence sta-
tus. Hispanics in T.P.S. and/or pending on legalization 
status are encouraged to file taxes to avoid any com-
plications with the Internal Revenue Service. If you 
are not sure about how to file an income tax return, 
ask the proper authorities for guidance. If you do not 
have a Social Security number the IRS will issue an 
ITIN number. This is not a Social Security number 
but a number assigned specifically to individuals so 
they can file a tax return and pay their taxes. For fur-
ther information contact the IRS or your local regis-
tered tax accountant.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The 
center offers various programs as well as access to 
information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For 
information call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable chan-
nel 76 or U-verse channel 99) has Hispanic TV pro-
grams every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 
8:00 p.m. For more information and program sched-
ule, go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner 
TV logo.

I leave you with this thought. “Wealth can only 
be accumulated by the earnings of industry and sav-
ings of frugality.”   

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for 
the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana 
(LACAL) and serves on the governing board of direc-
tors of Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy 
at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should 
be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284. 

NOTICE TO ALL 
RESIDENTS OF 

CITY OF KENNER

GARBAGE COLLECTION 

WILL TAKE PLACE  
ACCORDING TO THE 

NORMAL PICKUP SCHEDULE

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2017 

MARDI GRAS DAY
Kenner Star Past Editions

www.kennerstar.com



21         KENNER STR    FEBRUARY 2017 

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001

Cell 504.250.1610

Office 504.883.5252

Fax 504.883.5172

dkorn504@gmail.com

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

®

SELA

®

6811 MEMPHIS Street  
Lakeview
$649,000

SOLD!

The groundhog won’t overshadow Treasure Chest
By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager

Last year, we 
tried to get the 
groundhog to ignore 
his shadow with great 
promotions in the 

hopes of making spring come sooner. It worked 
so well (or at least it didn’t get colder) that we’re 
doing it all again. And this February, we’re going 
all out for Carnival season! With the party we have 
planned, there’s no way he’ll scurry back into his 
hole.

It starts Saturday, February 11 with “Cash is 
King!” The winnings keep getting bigger during the 
night and we kick off Carnival season with $25,000 
in cash! From 7:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m., we’re giv-
ing $500 cash to five winners each hour! At 10:00 
p.m., we’re giving away $1,000 cash to another five 

winners. Then at 11:00 p.m., we’re giving away a 
whopping $2,500 cash to yet another five winners!

Then, come Mardi Gras weekend, we’re keep-
ing the party going all weekend long! We’re staying 
open from Friday, February 24 
at 8:00 a.m. to Wednes-
day, March 1 at 
5:00 a.m. The 
groundhog can’t 
go back into hi-
bernation if we 
keep the party going.

Sunday, February 26, 
we’re throwing more than just beads. We’re throw-
ing $100 up to $1,000 slot dollars onto 1,000 B Con-
nected member accounts with “Throw Me Some 
Dollars, Mister!” From 10:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m., 

simply insert your card into any slot machine to see 
if you are an instant winner!

For Lundi Gras, February 27, we’re bringing 
back “Krewe Du Dollars!” From 10:00 a.m. until 

midnight, simply earn 250 slot 
points then visit any 

kiosk to spin and 
win a share of 
over $35,000 
slot dollars!

Then on 
Mardi Gras, February 

28, get ready for more points 
with our “Mardi Gras Multiplier!” From 10:00 

a.m. until 10:00 p.m., visit any kiosk to win seven 
times up to 50 times slot points! It’s a great way to 
win slot points to keep the party going on all your 

favorite games or any of our great food options.
How could you possibly think of hibernating 

with all these chances to win? If we can’t make 
spring come earlier, at least we can put a little 
spring in your step this February at your Treasure 
Chest Casino. And as always, we’ll see you on the 
lake!

As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must 
be 21 or older to enter the casino and become a B 
Connected member. Membership is free and rules 
and restrictions apply.   

Mike Garms is the general manager of Trea-
sure Chest Casino which is located at 5050 Wil-
liams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain 
in Laketown. For more information, visit www.
treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

Free live entertainment for February at Treasure Chest Casino
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live enter-

tainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. 
Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 

5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is 
open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from 
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. 

The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the 
casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, 
for more information.

Below is a list of entertainment with schedule 
and times subject to change.   

Wed., Feb. 1
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Feb. 2
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Foret Tradition

Fri., Feb. 3
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Cullen Landry & The Midnight Street-
car

Sat., Feb. 4
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Escalade Show & Dance Band

Sun., Feb. 5
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., Feb. 8
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Feb. 9
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

No Idea

Fri., Feb. 10
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Escalade Show and Dance Band

Sat., Feb. 11
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

The Blenderz Band

Sun., Feb. 12
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., Feb. 15
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Feb. 16
Closed Private Party

Fri., Feb. 17
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Good Feelin’ Band

Sat., Feb. 18
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Flipside

Sun., Feb. 19
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., Feb. 22
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Feb. 23
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Top Cats

Fri., Feb. 24
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Ched Reeves Band

Sat., Feb. 25
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

River City Hit Squad

Sun., Feb. 26
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Police

Entertainment

Peake BMW donates bikes to the Kenner 
Police Department

The Kenner Police Department and Kenner Police Chief Michael J. Glaser were  
recently the recipients of a recent donation of four new Trek police bicycles from the 
Peake BMW automobile dealership, located at 2630 Veterans Boulevard in Kenner.  
The bicycles will be utilized by the KPD’s Bicycle Patrol which consists of six full time 
police officers and offers another way for officers to interact within the community.
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Zahn
 from page 1

said he hopes to develop new programs to attract 
young families to buy or build homes in Kenner, 
along with programs aimed at attracting new 
businesses to the city, while also taking care of 
our seniors.

“Let’s think ‘Kenner First’ when we shop 
and do business,” said Zahn. “My office will work 
closely with the Kenner Business Association to 
promote Kenner businesses.”

The Esplanade mall has tremendous po-
tential as a source of added sales tax dollars and 
Zahn said he is optimistic about the work being 
done by the new owner of The Esplanade, Pacific 
Realty Capital Partners. “I have told them that it 
may take a considerable investment to turn The 
Esplanade into the kind of shopping, eating and 
entertainment center that will attract not just 
shoppers from Kenner, but from all around the 

metro area,” said Mayor Zahn. “I have the impres-
sion that they agree with me and have a mission 
to re-develop the mall into something that will be-
come a vital part of Kenner’s economy and make 
it a great Kenner mall again.”

As an incoming mayor, Zahn said he is for-
tunate to inherit an excellent police department, 
fire department and emergency medical services. 

“One of my goals is to find a way to pay them prop-
erly as our lives and the lives of our loved ones 
depend on them,” the mayor said.

Zahn said his goal is to make so many im-
provements in Kenner that the city will be the 
envy of Jefferson Parish and all the cities of the 
Gulf South.

“I am very thankful to have this honor to lead 
the city of Kenner,” said Zahn. “I welcome the re-
sponsibility and I am prepared to be accountable 
to each and every citizen of our great city.”  

On inauguration day, January 12, 2017, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn celebrates with, left,  
his daughter Blake and, right, his wife Dawn and son, Ben Zahn, IV.

These upgrades are being made without cost 
to the taxpayers of Kenner due to the passage of a 
state Legislative bill in 2016 that became effective 
in August of 2016. This legislation allows a portion of 
fees collected from traffic and criminal fines to be 
applied to security and technological improvements 

for the building. 
More information is available at the city of 

Kenner’s website, www.kenner.la.us.  

Mary-Sharon Howland is Kenner’s Clerk of 
Court Director. The Kenner Clerk of Court’s office is 
located at 1801 Williams Boulevard in Building A. 
Howland can be reached at 468-7277 or coc@ken-
ner.la.us.

Howland
 from page 7

Kenner Police Department
Drug Tip 
Hotline

466-3073

Advertise in the
 KENNER STHR • 468-9125

“The man who stops 
advertising to save

 money is like  
the man who  

stops the clock  
to save time.”

—Thomas Jefferson
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community of Kenner. But I think that is about to 
change. PRCP seems to understand what Kenner will 
embrace.” Zahn said that the improvements that need 
to be made at The Esplanade might cost as much as 
$50 million and PRCP seems willing to consider that 
kind of investment.

Among the first moves made by Pacific Retail 
has been the hiring of a full-time, on-site marketing 
manager, Ellie Thomas. Thomas is local to New Or-
leans and a graduate of LSU with a degree in graphic 
design and marketing.

“Kenner is a community with a lot of pride and 
culture,” says Thomas. “We are working hard to make 
The Esplanade a center that mimics those qualities 
and is a place where visitors and locals of all ages can 
come and have a happy shopping, dining and enter-
tainment experience.”

Taking ownership in September 2016, PRCP 
immediately began to improve the mall. Thomas 

says you can see several of the improvements made 
to the building exterior and property landscape, a 
few being cutting back years of overgrown foliage, 
pressure washing of the building, repainting the 
ramps and railings of all entrances and fixing sev-
eral light fixture outages. “On the interior,” Thomas 
says, “you can see a dramatic change in the feel 
of the center. There are new colorful graphics and 
vinyls filling the windows with seasonal and in-
formational wording. “What was once dark empty 
spaces have now turned into eye-catching visuals 
and merchandise. Thomas said The Esplanade 
has also begun a series of free monthly programs 
open to the public, including a monthly “Kid’s Club” 
event and Wellness Wednesday health initiative. “I 
encourage people to check out our website at www.
esplanademall.com to stay up-to-date on all cen-
ter information and events,” says Thomas. “We cur-
rently have a computerized survey we hope people 
will take as we want the community’s input as to 
what they would like to see us offer them at The 
Esplanade as we plan for the future. Those who 

take the survey will have their names placed in a 
drawing for a $100 gift card.” The link to the survey 
is www.esplanademall.com/survey.

Another move that Thomas thinks will be ap-
preciated by the community is the hiring of a new 
security firm, PSC. “We want people to feel safe while 
visiting The Esplanade,” says Thomas. “Our new secu-
rity team is very serious about their work. In addition 
to having a strong security presence inside the mall, 
they also have a mobile security unit that is constantly 
making the rounds of our parking areas.”

Thomas says “the intentions of new manage-
ment are to continue to make positive improvements. 
The Esplanade is an excellent site for short-term 
leasing for community events, meetings, entrepre-
neurial ventures, expanding businesses and business 
incubators. While we are actively pursuing new retail 
outlets, there are excellent stores and food outlets at 
The Esplanade, including Target, Old Navy, a superb 
multi-screen movie theater, Bath and Body Works and 
several other local and national retailers. I encourage 
interested individuals and businesses to reach out to 

our specialty leasing manager, Kami Grayson, to learn 
more about leasing and other business opportunities 
at The Esplanade.”

“Please continue to support and encourage our 
efforts,” Thomas says to shoppers. “Our goal is to re-
build, renovate and rejuvenate The Esplanade so that 
it is again one of the premiere shopping malls in the 
Gulf South. We look forward to the day when we draw 
not just from Kenner, but from the River Parishes, 
Metairie, New Orleans, the West Bank and the North 
Shore. We understand that Mayor Zahn and the Ken-
ner City Council look forward to seeing The Esplanade 
become once again one of the city’s major sources of 
sales tax revenues. That also is part of our mission. We 
know that when The Esplanade is successful, it will 
help make Kenner an even better place to live.”

The Esplanade features more than 70 diverse 
shops, restaurants and services including, Dillard’s 
and Macy’s along with specialty shops Journeys, 
Victoria’s Secret, Spencer Gifts, Things Remem-
bered, Hot Topic, The Children´s Place, Jimmy Jazz, 
Kay Jewelers, Zales and more.  

Esplanade
 from page 1

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said. “The fact that someone 
already so heavily invested in the city has decided on 
a major expansion says a lot about the viability of our 
business climate and is just another indication that 
points to a very bright future for the city.”

To start, the Ford dealership will get a total 
revamp. “It will be a real showpiece,” said La-
marque. Lamarque is also adding and building a 
state-of-the-art Lincoln dealership at this site. This 

will be the only Lincoln dealership in the metro 
New Orleans area. In addition, Lamarque will be 
launching the Lamarque Pre-Owned Superstore, 
complete with an indoor showroom.

Lamarque will be expanding and improving all 
of the existing service areas. “I will be introducing the 
first ever 12-lane drive-up Quicklane Service, keeping 
customers out of inclement weather,” said Lamarque. 

“This will allow customers quick service needs like 
brakes, batteries, tires, etc., on all makes and mod-
els of vehicles. While waiting, customers can enjoy 
snacks and entertainment in our spacious lobby.”

The new 22,000-square-foot Lamarque Col-
lision Center addition will boast state-of-the-art 
technology for vehicle inspections and mainte-
nance. Appraisers/adjusters will be on hand to give 
estimates while customers wait. The parts depart-
ment is expanding as well.

“Ease of access to all components of this com-
plex will be accomplished through the newly-desig-
nated Lamarque Avenue,” said Lamarque. “And in 
true Lamarque fashion, customers will be escorted 
comfortably around the property with golf cart ser-
vice if needed.”

Anyone living in the New Orleans area for any 
amount of time would easily recognize the name of 
Ronnie Lamarque, the larger-than-life owner of the 
Lamarque Motor Company and whose commercials 
have dubbed him, “The Most Ordinary Man in New 
Orleans (doing extraordinary things).”

“Our dealerships currently enjoy a large following 
and this development will expand upon that loyal cus-
tomer base,” said Lamarque. “With unmatched deals 
and top-notch service, it is no wonder that Lamarque 
Ford has been rated the number one Ford dealer in the 
metro New Orleans market for many years in a row.”    

Lamarque
 from page 1

“Both Deborah and Kriss bring years of experi-
ence and skill sets that will benefit Kenner tremen-
dously,” Zahn said. “They bring knowledge from three 
levels –  parish, state and federal – that will greatly 
benefit the city.”

Foshee has extensive public service experience, 
beginning more than 20 years ago when she served as 
a commissioner on St. Tammany’s Home Rule Charter 
Commission.

“I am truly honored to join the Zahn administra-
tion,” Foshee said. “If you have ever heard Mayor Ben 
Zahn describe his vision for Kenner, you know why I 
am excited to be part of his team.”

Foshee, a lawyer who most recently worked as 
deputy regional chief for the New Orleans Region of 
the Louisiana Department of Justice, is also a certi-
fied fraud examiner and is a certified compliance and 
ethics professional.

Fortunato, who was the first civilian public and 
media relations specialist for the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation in the state, is perhaps best known as a 
news anchor on WDSU-TV. She retired from the news 
industry in 2010 and served as spokesperson for Jeffer-
son Parish government under former Jefferson Parish 
President John Young. Fortunato then assisted Lt. Gov-
ernor Billy Nungesser with his transition as director of 
communications and has most recently focused on her 
multi-media company, Fortunato Productions.

“I couldn’t agree more with Ben that Kenner is 
poised to really take off in the next few years, and I’m 
excited to be a part of the team to help the city on that 
journey,” Fortunato said.

Zahn said he believes previous Kenner may-
ors have laid a solid groundwork and anticipates no 
wholesale changes in government during the next 18 
months.

“Of course, I’m very familiar with the admin-
istration and city employees from my time as a 
Kenner District 3 councilman,” Zahn said. “We 
have some excellent people working here and 
that’s just one of the reasons I’m so optimis-
tic for the future and excited to get to work.”    
  

Appointments
 from page 1

as the ‘tune’ of the composition and the way that I dis-
sect it as the ‘chord structure.’ Then I simply improvise 
or play with the way I reconstruct the rings similar to 
how a musician would improvise over the chord struc-
ture of a song,” said Davis. “Most of the time I see these 
pieces as ‘riffs’ instead of complete composition or 
‘songs.’ This particular piece is titled ‘Inner Urge’ after 
one of my all-time favorite Joe Henderson albums with 
the same title. Around the time I was getting the piece 
finalized I began feeling the urge to hear this record. 

I came to find out that the record was released right 
around the same time of the year I was completing the 
piece, some 52 years later. I found that to be enough of 
a reason to title it that but I also have always loved that 
title. I have many ‘Inner Urges’ while the urge to create 
has always been one of the strongest.”

Davis was born and raised in Jackson, Missis-
sippi and received a bachelor of fine arts in sculpture 
from the University of Southern Mississippi in 2003 
and received a master of fine arts in sculpture from 
East Carolina University in 2006. Davis has shown 
work all over the southeastern part of the United 
States and Eastern Europe and South America.    

Sculpture
 from page 1
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3
Get ready for the Big Game with a NEW BIG TV!
Each hour, from 7:00pm - 11:00pm, 5 Winners will be  
selected to win Slot Dollars OR a Best Buy® Giftcard  
to purchase a new TV!

Win $200 up to $500 SLOT DOLLARS or a 49” 4K HD TV

Win $200 up to $500 SLOT DOLLARS or a 55” 4K HD TV

Win $200 up to $500 SLOT DOLLARS  
or a 60” 4K HD TV 

Win $200 up to $500 SLOT DOLLARS  
or a 65” 4K HD TV 

Win $200 up to $500 SLOT DOLLARS  
or a 70” 4K HD TV

7:00pm

8:00pm

9:00pm

10:00pm

1 1 : 0 0 p m

7:00pm - 11:00pm

Must be 21 or older. Restrictions apply. Check-in begins at 6:00pm on promotion day.  
Receive 1 free entry for the promotion. Earn entries on promotion day only.  
100 points = 1 entry. Best Buy® is not a sponsor or promoter of this promotion. 

ALL TV WINNERS will be paid in BEST BUY
®
 GIFT CARDS.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11
7:00pm - 11:00pm 
This Carnival Season,  
CASH IS KING!

7:00pm - 9:00pm 
5 Winners of $500 CASH each hour!  

10:00pm 
5 Winners of $1,000 CASH

11:00pm
5 Winners of  
$2,500 CASH

Must be 21 or older. Restrictions apply. Check-in begins at 6:00pm  
on promotion day. Receive 1 free entry for the promotion.  

Earn entries on promotion day only.  
100 points = 1 entry. 


