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Kenner’s first dog park opens
The city of Kenner held a groundbreaking 

on May 5, 2017, for the phase one construction 
of its first dog park, to be located in Kenner City 
Park.

The dog park – which joins just three oth-
ers in Jefferson Parish – will be located in the 
southeast corner of the park located at 3800 
Loyola Drive and will initially offer watering 
stations, benches, lush landscaping and deco-
rated fire hydrants, along with 1,200 linear feet 
of attractive fencing.

An estimated 44 percent of all households 
in the country have at least one dog, according 
to national statistics.

“This is a great attraction for dog owners to 
enjoy with their pets,” Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn 
said. “Now Kenner residents can make a quick 
and convenient visit to Kenner City Park and 
we invite dog owners from throughout the area 
to bring their four-legged friends here, as well.”

Mayor Zahn committed $66,000 in funds 
from his former Jefferson Parish council dis-
trict, Kenner District 5 Councilman Dominick 
Impastato contributed $30,000 and another 
$15,000 was raised from last summer’s inau-
gural Hot Diggity Dog Fest, providing enough 
funding to begin phase one now. Additional 

The arrival of nine vehicles donated by Jef-
ferson Parish to Kenner “is just like Christmas 
morning,” says the official in charge of Kenner’s 
vehicle fleet.

Ronnie Vitellaro, manager of Kenner’s vehi-
cle fleet, says Kenner residents should be grate-
ful to all those who had a hand in the transfer of 
nine vehicles to Kenner at no cost. “Mayor Ben 
Zahn, Chief Administrative Officer Deborah For-
shee, Jefferson Parish President Mike Yenni and 
Jefferson Parish Councilmen Jack Rizzuto and 
Mark Spears all had a hand in this,” said Vitel-
laro. “The fact that Mayor Zahn previously was 
a member of the Jefferson Council helped too.”

“I want to thank Jack and Mark for their con-
tinued support of Kenner through the donation 
of these vehicles. Kenner residents are taxpay-
ers of Jefferson Parish as well, and are apprecia-
tive of these assets when Jefferson Parish has a 
surplus,” said Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn. “Thanks 
again to my friends on the Jefferson Parish 

Council.”
Vitellaro said if Kenner had tried to buy the 

nine vehicles on the open market, it probably 
would have cost between $600,000 and $700,000. 

“We wouldn’t have had the money,” said Vitellaro. 
“This is like Santa Claus coming down the chim-
ney.”

The nine vehicles include a dump truck, a 
crew van and a flatbed truck. Also included are 
a bulldozer and a SUV. “The bulldozer, which 
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Donation of nine vehicles from Jefferson 
Parish is mighty good news for Kenner fleet
By Allan Katz

New Orleans Aviation Board announces 
Kevin Dolliole as director of aviation

On May 23, 201, the New Orleans Aviation 
Board (NOAB) announced the appointment of 
Kevin Dolliole as the permanent director of avia-
tion, effective June 26, 2017. Dolliole will replace 
Mark Reis, who was appointed as the interim di-
rector of aviation last December. Dolliole joins 
the NOAB after serving as director of airports at 
St. Louis Lambert International Airport and avia-
tion director at San Antonio International Airport. 
Dolliole has previously served in several executive 
positions at Louis Armstrong New Orleans Interna-
tional Airport, including acting director of aviation.

“I’m looking forward to working closely with 
Kevin to continue our mission to develop the world-
class airport that this region deserves,” said New 
Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu. “We’ve led a com-
plete turnaround and made transformative prog-
ress at the airport over the last seven years. And we 
have a huge task ahead to complete the $1 billion 
new terminal. With Kevin’s extensive experience, I 
am confident the Louis Armstrong New Orleans In-
ternational Airport will continue to exceed expec-
tations and experience record-breaking growth.”

New Orleans Aviation Board Chairwoman 
Cheryl Teamer said, “On behalf of the New Orleans 
Aviation Board, we are excited to welcome Kevin to 
our team. This is an exciting day for Louis Armstrong 
International Airport. We look forward to working 
with Kevin to finish the new terminal project, grow 
air service and operate a world class airport.”

Pavilion Shopping Center owner 
promises to make repairs after 
meeting with city officials
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Kevin Dolliole

On April 26, 2017, inspectors from Kenner’s Code Enforcement De-
partment conducted a sweep of the 19 vacant units at the Pavilion Shop-
ping Center located at 1000 West Esplanade Avenue across the street 
from The Esplanade mall.

A total of 88 code violations, ranging from unsafe electrical condi-
tions, trash, evidence of rodents and repair and or demolition issues were 
discovered and the owner of the property was issued a legal summons 
requiring that Pavilion officials appear in court. The Pavilion is currently 
owned by J L Holdings, LLC and the summons requires that the property 
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“Quantum Leap” 
new in city’s  
sculpture garden

Internationally renowned 
artist Hunt Slonem has created 
a fifth sculpture, “Quantum 
Leap,” recently added to the 
Kenner landscape, his fourth in 
the Power Boulevard median 
sculpture garden along with another located on Loyola Boulevard.

Slonem constructed “Quantum Leap” of heavy plated alumi-
num and hand painted and coated it with clear automotive finish. 

Walking path along Power 
Boulevard median to be greatly 
improved

Thanks to a nearly $1.6 million state grant, design work has be-
gun on an extension of the walking path from Vintage Drive to West Es-
planade Avenue along Power Boulevard’s median, Kenner Mayor Ben 
Zahn announced on May 23, 2017. The median is home to numerous 
sculptures donated by Kenner residents Henry and Pat Shane.

The improved pathway will be similar to the walking path from 
Vintage Drive to Lake Pontchartrain along Erlanger Road that was 
completed late last year which included lighting, landscaping and 
park benches.
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Flying Monsters 
Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 40  minutes  
Set out to uncover the truth about the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with 
a wingspan of approximately 40 feet and equal to that of a modern-day 
jet plane.

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

AND

one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes  
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big 
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to 
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even 
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Big Bird’s 
Adventure

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  ★   Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show  ★  Children/Seniors, $5 per show   ★  Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us        show schedule subject to change

Dream to Fly 
Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  
Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of fl ying. Open your
hearts to new ideas about fl ight, and learn how generations of dreamers
pursued the ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

Magic Tree House: Space Mission 
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 30 minutes  
Based on the beloved Magic Tree House book series, Magic Tree House Space Mission 
launches the intrepid Jack and Annie on a fun-fi lled journey to discover the secrets of the 
Sun, Moon, planets, space travel and more. Aligned with early elementary information 
skills-learning objectives, this beautifully produced show is a winner with Magic Tree 
House fans of all ages.

                                                                      Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes  
Get into the “spirit” with a show full of the Red, White, and Blue! From patriotic to pop, this show 
rocks to a wide selection of great music and will leave you beaming with American pride.
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The Kenner Planetarium and Megadome Cinema is located at  
2020 Fourth Street in Kenner’s Rivertown. 

 
 
 
 

For more information, call 504-468-7231 or visit www.kenner.la.us 
 
 
 
 
 

No advanced ticket sales…Box Office opens at 7:30 PM for all late night shows! 
 

TICKETS ARE $5 PER PERSON PER SHOW! 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

OPEN EVERY 
SATURDAY 

from 8AM - 1PM

FREE PARKING 
AND ADMISSION

410 WILLIAMS BOULEVARD
ACROSS FROMEXHIBITION HALL

FREE PARKING 

Fresh fruits, vegetables, local honey, jams, jellies, 
Italian cookies, handcrafted items and more!

To become a vendor or for more information call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 468-7211

www.Facebook.com/RivertownFarmersMarket 

Farmers Market_1-4 Page_0517.indd   1 4/29/17   4:02 PM
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Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm

Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for  To Go Orders!

Burger Specials 
(Chateau Blvd. location only)

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger 

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger 
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger 
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss Burger
All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

ChateauCafe_1113.indd   1 10/25/13   9:18 PM

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with 
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are 
welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions 
and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Grilled Guacamole
By foodieforone.com
We love fresh-made, table-side 
guacamole, but for a twist, Gustavo wanted 
to grill the main ingredients after seeing Chef John Besh grill 
an avocado for a summer salad.
The outcome was a pleasant change of pace, very delicious, and you should defi nitely give it a 
go. However, we won’t be giving up our traditional version of Guacamole anytime soon.
INGREDIENTS
2 ripe avocados, grilled; 1 large or two small, fresh, thick sliced tomatoes, grilled; 2 tablespoons 
fresh chopped purple onion, grilled; 1 tablespoon fresh chopped cilantro; 1 tablespoon fresh 
jalapeño; Juice of one fresh lime wedge; 1/2 teaspoon salt
DIRECTIONS
Roast a small fresh jalapeño in the oven on broil, rotating until charred on all sides.
Allow to rest 15 minutes. Remove charred skin. Cut in half and remove seeds unless you want 
super spicy, then include the seeds.
Slice tomatoes and two large slices of purple onion. Cut the avocados in half and remove from 
skin.
Grill in a cast iron skillet on medium heat for two minutes each side for the tomato slices and 
avocados and three minutes on each side for the onion. This will give a good char.
Allow to cool for 10 minutes and another 10 in your fridge.
Dice tomatoes and onion and chop jalapeño fi ne. Cut avocado in chunks and mix ingredients 
well in a large bowl. Plate and serve with your favorite yellow corn tortilla chips or simply enjoy 
with a spoon.

Recipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe Corner

MATT LOVITT

701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105   |  Metairie LA 70005

504.615.8164  | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

> One-on-one personal training in a PRIVATE facility.

>  Comprehensive one-on-one evaluation including 
movement screening, diet, and lifestyle analysis. 
You will leave with a comprehensive customized 
program designed to fi t your goals. 

> Afternoon evening yoga and fi tness classes

> Early morning & after work appointments available

 See website for bio, classes & more info    Lovittlife.com

Group Sessions & One-On-One
Full Evaluation Private Training

Experience, Results, Convenience & Patience

purefitnessnolapurefitnessnola mattlovitt

@trainerlovitt@trainerlovitt trainerlovitt
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Landrieu chooses wrong way to celebrate tricentennial 
 By Jeff Crouere

The most im-
portant thing to know 
about Henry and Pat 
Shane is that they love 

Kenner and want to do all they can to help the city 
acquire a strong identity that will help attract young 
families and businesses to settle in the city.

Toward that end, the Shanes have created a 
unique sculpture garden with 14 pieces of sculpture 
on Power Boulevard in the city, along with pieces on 
Loyola Drive and West Esplanade. The Shanes have 
also commissioned 11 other pieces of sculpture for 
Kenner that are in various stages of completion. They 
have also donated a number of sculptures to Jefferson 
Parish. One of Jefferson’s best-known and well-loved 
sculptures is the “Blue Dog” on Veterans Memorial 
Boulevard which the Shanes bought from the late art-
ist George Rodrigue. Rodrigue’s “Blue Dog” paintings 
have become international icons.

Shane, one of the most successful real estate de-
veloper in the Gulf South, says, “When Pat and I travel 
to other states and overseas, we see that sculptures 
are a catalyst for prosperity and stability. When you see 
a sculpture, invariably the neighborhood around it is 

vibrant, attractive and successful. Pat and I love Ken-
ner. We have our home here, as do our three daughters 
and their families. We thought that if we could cre-
ate a sculpture garden in Kenner, it would make the 
city more attractive to young families and businesses. 
We’ve seen this public art have a positive effect on the 
neighborhoods where it has been located.”

The city is not the only beneficiary of the Shanes’ 
donations as local sculptors as well as sculptors 
from other states have benefited by the hundreds of 
thousands of dollars of commissioned work from the 
Shanes.

“The word has gotten around in sculptor circles 
that we’re in the market for unique and beautiful public 
art,” says Shane. “I’m getting proposals for sculptures 
from other states now, all the way from Texas to Kansas.”

One of the most popular sculptures so far is “The 
Giraffe,” located at Kenner’s City Park. The tall spotted 
giraffe is a favorite with families visiting the park who 
love to take pictures of each other next to an inhab-
itant of the African plains. The Shanes saw it on the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast during a vacation and liked it so 

much they bought it from the company that owned it.
My personal favorite is the “Kenner Farmer,” lo-

cated in the Power Boulevard sculpture garden. The 
sculpture evokes memories of the Italian immigrants 
who came to Kenner in the period from 1890 to 1910. 
They had been farmers in Italy and Sicily and found 
the rich Louisiana soil to be perfect for their skills. 
The sculpture was requested by former Kenner Mayor 
Louis Congemi and former Kenner Police Chief Nick 
Congemi, two sons of Italian immigrants. The nine-
foot sculpture took local artist H. Grace Boyle a year 
to complete the work. “Pat and I are very proud of this 
particular work,” said Shane. “It is a tribute to the 
Italian farmers who were our predecessors in Ken-
ner. They were very productive. They didn’t become 
wealthy but they achieved their American dream, 
sending their children to our public schools where 
they earned their way to our public universities. Today, 
the grandchildren and great-grandchildren of those 
early settlers are our middle-class professionals.”

Life being what it is, there are critics who have 
asked the Shanes why they’re spending their money 

on art instead of giving to charitable good causes. “We 
support the United Way and the Little Sisters of the 
Poor and many, many other good causes,” said Henry 
Shane. “We don’t announce our gifts publicly. Pat and I 
feel strongly that public art is one of the ways that we 
can help rejuvenate Kenner and differentiate it from 
other aging suburbs. We feel that we’re doing some-
thing unique and good for Kenner and we’re going to 
continue doing it.”

Shane is working closely with Kenner Mayor 
Ben Zahn and the Kenner City Council to arrange for 
benches, lighting and landscaping that will make the 
Power Boulevard sculpture garden even more attrac-
tive. A state grant has been received by the city for the 
major part of those improvements with some funds 
coming from the city’s 2030 Plan for beautification.

For my part, I think that Kenner is lucky to have 
the Shanes among our leading citizens. I think they 
are deserving of our applause and sincere thanks.   

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bell-
south.net.

Henry and Pat Shane – Bringing beauty to Kenner
By Allan Katz

Political

It is quite ironic 
that New Orleans May-
or Mitch Landrieu is 
getting ready to lead a 
celebration of the city’s 

tricentennial in 2018 after spending the last two years 
waging a war against its history.

Despite a fierce controversy, legal fights and 
potential action from the Louisiana Legislature, the 
Mayor Landrieu successfully removed four Confeder-
ate monuments deemed to be “nuisances” by the New 
Orleans City Council. Sadly, a city known for priceless 
architecture and monuments has become less inter-
esting and less attractive to tourists, all because of the 
politically correct aspirations of the liberal mayor of 
New Orleans.

The first three monuments were removed in the 
wee hours of the morning. The mayor employed city 
workers, including first responders, to handle that 
thankless task. The men wore masks and drove un-
marked vehicles with no license plates.

Interestingly, it is a violation of the law to wear a 
mask in public when it is not Mardi Gras or Halloween, 
but, of course, Mayor Landrieu had no concern with the 
law. He was determined to become the mayor who re-
moved the Confederate monuments. Never mind that 
his four African-American predecessors did not bother 
with such an agenda. Presumably, they were more wor-
ried about the real problems facing New Orleans, such 
as the economy, infrastructure and public safety.

The entire project was shrouded in mystery. 
There was no transparency in these very public ac-
tions as the citizens were not informed who paid for 
the removal or what company was involved. In fact, 
the mayor used city employees to remove the monu-
ments, a questionable use of public resources for a 
cash strapped city.

In a final insult to supporters of historic preser-
vation in New Orleans, Mayor Landrieu had the monu-
ments, once removed, taken to a city junkyard instead 
of preserving them in a warehouse as was promised by 
his press secretary. In the aftermath of the court rul-
ing allowing the city to remove the monuments, Mayor 

Landrieu’s Press Secretary C. Hayne Rainey vowed 
that “Once removed, the monuments will be stored 
in a city owned warehouse until further plans can be 
developed.” This broken promise was one of the many 
made by the mayor during the monument battles.

Incredibly, Mayor Landrieu claimed that the 
Confederate monuments forced people to leave New 
Orleans, but nothing could be further from the truth. 
The monuments were not removed because of a pub-
lic outcry, instead, they were dislodged from their 
historic perches because of the actions of one man, 
Mitch Landrieu.

He forced this divisive issue on the people of 
New Orleans not because of a groundswell of support 
or the vote of the people. In fact, polls showed that 
removing the monuments had only lukewarm sup-
port in New Orleans. Not surprisingly, in a city with 
a 50 percent plus unemployment rate among African-
American men and a high violent crime rate, people 
are more concerned about other issues.

Mayor Landrieu embraced this issue to divert 
attention from the serious problems such as crime, in-
frastructure and homelessness that he has not come 
close to solving. He announced his monument remov-
al campaign in the summer of 2015 in the aftermath 
of a shooting tragedy in South Carolina. He used an 
unrelated mass shooting as the rationale to remake 
the landscape of New Orleans.

Surely, he also embarked on this crusade to score 
points in the Democrat Party and possibly to further 
his political career. He may have hoped for huge sup-
port for the monument removal issue and to change 
the city charter, which would have allowed him to serve 
for a third term. Fortunately, there was no voter enthu-
siasm for more of Mitch Landrieu as mayor.

Statewide, his obsession with removing monu-
ments has harmed his political standing and he has 
no possibility for higher office. With Hillary Clinton 
thankfully losing the presidential race, he was not 
tapped for a cabinet position or another high-ranking 
government position. Now, there are reports that 
some Democrats are, heaven forbid, encouraging 
Mayor Landrieu to run for their party’s presidential 
nomination. Since former Governor Bobby Jindal 
used the people of Louisiana as a stepping stone to 

run for president, obviously, Landrieu can do the 
same thing to the people of New Orleans.

After these victories against history, Landrieu 
may join forces with radical anti-monument activists 
and destroy more irreplaceable statues. At the very 
least, we can expect plenty more changes of street 
and school names.

The overall national impact of this campaign 
will certainly be negative. After destroying historic 
monuments and tourist attractions it will not be a 
surprise to see the number of visitors to New Orleans 
decline. Among disgusted local people, many have 
vowed to boycott the city in the wake of the monu-
ment removals.

When the history books are written on the 
Landrieu administration, there will not be glowing 
praise. As mayor, Landrieu presided over a city ranked 
as the “Murder Capital” of the nation. He decimated 
the police department and the officer ranks declined 
by 500 or more during his tenure.

The rate of violence has significantly increased 
near the end of his term with a dysfunctional crimi-
nal justice system and a district attorney’s office that 
the mayor refuses to fully fund. While he can find re-
sources to take down monuments, he will not fund an 
office dedicated to keeping criminals off the streets 
of New Orleans. It is quite a pathetic insight into his 
mayoral priorities.

New census data shows that the population of 
New Orleans is now declining for the first time since 
Hurricane Katrina. No one can blame people for not 
wanting to live in an unsafe city with horrible street 
conditions led by a mayor who is primarily concerned 
about his political ambitions.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his 
award winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs lo-
cally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays 
on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 
a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 
990 AM and www.Wgso.com. Crouere, a political colum-
nist, is the author of “America’s Last Chance” and pro-
vides regular commentaries on the Jeff Crouere YouTube 
channel and on www.JeffCrouere.com. For more infor-
mation, email Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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Hurricane sea-
son is just getting start-
ed and we have spent 
the year fortifying our 
facilities, adding new 

equipment and supplies, revisiting our storm plan and 
holding training sessions.

It’s been five years since the last major tropical 
system impacted Kenner – Hurricane Isaac – hit the 
area in late August. Even though the official forecast 
for the season is for fewer storms than normal, it takes 
only a single tropical event to change everything.

Preparation is absolutely essential, something 
that we take very seriously and is strongly recom-
mended by our Emergency Management Director 
Doug Dodt.

For residents to be as prepared as possible for 

whatever happens this hurricane season, you must 
also take this time to do the necessary planning.

That means making some important decisions 
now, when the weather is calm, about what you and 
your loved ones will do in the event of a storm event.

That individual preparation should include the 
following steps:
• Planning for evacuation.
•  Discuss and plan now where you will go if you evacu-

ate.
•  Have a family emergency plan – one that includes 

pets.
•  Have an emergency supply kit that’s ready to go now.
•  Know how to prepare your home whether you evac-

uate or stay.
Some helpful tips on how to prepare for hurri-

cane season are available in this issue of the Kenner  

Time to get ready for hurricane season
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor

Government
 
 
 
Star and also available from the city’s Emergency 
Management Department website at www.kenner.
la.us/pages/section_6_77.asp. We’ve also put to-
gether a video about preparing for the hurricane 
season that’s filled with important information 
that can be viewed at www.kenner.la.us/pages/
section_6_96.asp.

If you were here for Isaac, and particularly for 
Katrina, you know how hectic it can be once forecast-
ers announce a storm is headed our way. It’s a difficult 
time to make careful, informed decisions that affect 
the safety of you and your loved ones. That’s why doing 
as much as you can now is so important.

Remember, if a mandatory evacuation is or-
dered, you must leave. These storms can be extremely 
unpredictable and you may want to consider evacu-
ating for even a Category 1 or 2 storm or a tropical 

storm if you have the opportunity and the means. We 
learned that during Isaac, barely a Category 1 hurri-
cane, which knocked out power for up to a full week 
for many residents. And remember, the temperatures 
were 90 degrees or above during that time.

Also, if you choose to remain in your home and 
encounter an emergency, our police, fire and EMT’s 
cannot respond when the winds make it too danger-
ous. If a hotel outside the area isn’t feasible, you may 
want to make arrangements to stay with relatives or 
friends.

Finally, please rest assured that we will con-
tinue to work year-round to update and upgrade our 
storm plans with the safety of all residents in mind. 
We ask that you do the same.   

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at 468-
7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

During summer 
vacation, there is less 
structure to your chil-
dren’s days and more 
opportunity to find 
themselves in unsafe 
situations. Summer-

time can be safe and fun if children understand the 
rules that can keep them from harm’s way.

Please don’t assume your child knows all these 
simple rules. It takes one forgetful moment for a trag-
edy to occur. Please review these tips with your children 
now and over the summer.

The best way to keep a child safe is for parents 
to be observant and good listeners. Get to know your 
child’s friends, learn about their activities and spend 
time talking with them every day. Working together, we 
can keep children safe.

•  Teach your kids the “check first” rule. Before going 
anywhere, they need to check with you or the person 
in charge.

•  Explain to your children that they must never go to 
movies, malls, public restrooms or parks alone.

•  Ask your kids to be careful where they play and to stay 
away from pools, canals and lakes unless they are with 
a trusted adult.

•  Remind your kids not to play on busy streets or in de-
serted areas.

•  If your child is home alone, he or she must always keep 
the door locked. Never tell anyone who calls that they 
are home alone. Leave emergency numbers with in-
structions to dial 9-1-1 in case of an emergency.

• Teach your kids not to get into the car with anyone but 
you and trusted friends.

•  No matter the length of your journey, please buckle up 
everyone in your car at all times.

Have a fun summer by staying safe 
By Michael Glaser –  Kenner Police Chief

Police
•  All bicycle riders should wear helmets and ride with 

traffic on the right side of the road.
•  If you own a gun, keep it out of sight and reach of chil-

dren. Always keep it unloaded. Teach your kids the four 
basic rules of gun safety education: stop, don’t touch, 
leave the area, tell an adult.   

Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached 

by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner 
Police Department website at www.kennerpd.
com. You can also download the free Kenner Po-
lice Department mobile app for both Apple and 
Android devices as well as access the Kenner Po-
lice Department Facebook and Twitter pages for 
the latest updated crime, traffic and other law 
enforcement-related information.

L E T ’ S

dooddoddoo buu b bu b b ssuusuu iississ nniinii eennenn sseesee sssssss
TO G E T H E R

TO LEARN MORE INFORMATION ABOUT

LEASING OPPORTUNITIES WITH THE ESPLANADE

PLEASE CONTACT THE MANAGEMENT OFFICE

AT 504-468-6116.

Government

District 4 has 
many ongoing and 
upcoming projects 

that will not only benefit those who live within the 
district, but residents throughout the entire city. 
The projects range from improving and maintaining 
streets, to updating signage, increasing safety, add-
ing beautification, making improvements to Muss 
Bertolino Playground and so much more.

It has been a pleasure working closely with the 
civic association members who have given their time 
to help enhance our neighborhoods.

One major upcoming project is the resurfacing 
of Chateau Boulevard from West Esplanade Avenue 
to Vintage Drive. The roadway will be resurfaced and 
there will be sidewalk-related improvements. This 
project is imperative to improving pedestrian and 
biker safety while traveling along Chateau Boule-
vard.

Many subdivisions throughout District 4 have 
new, updated entrance signs. This could not be 
possible without the help of their active civic asso-
ciations. Subdivisions such as Cannes Brulee and 
Chateau East have recently updated their signs and 
infrastructure. Within the upcoming months, we will 
be working on the entrance sign to Chateau Lake-
front. With the help of the Chateau Lakefront Civic 
Association, I was informed that the entrance signs 
are in need of attention. The walls have been there 
for many years and are starting to lean. We are work-

ing toward a solution to ensure they are fixed in a 
prompt and timely fashion.

Another project that has been ongoing the last 
three years in District 4 is the repair and replace-
ment of our street light poles. Many of our street 
light poles lean badly and need to be repaired. While 
working with our city’s Public Works Department, we 
have managed to replace numerous street light poles 
throughout the entire district. The new light poles 
are an upgrade and more attractive. Installing these 
new poles adds beautification to the neighborhood 
and it also enhances safety by ensuring residents 
have adequate light outside their houses at night. 
We are currently working in the Cannes Brulee Sub-
division replacing poles, painting existing poles and 
replacing light fixtures.

In working with Mayor Zahn, his administra-
tion and our Code Enforcement Department, nu-
merous violations have been discovered at different 
vacant property locations throughout District 4. As 
I have said in the past, these violations are serious 
and they will not be tolerated. We are working with 
the landlords and property owners to remedy all vio-
lations.

A.J. Muss Bertolino Park is very important to 
our youth. It spans over 16 acres and provides a set-
ting where children can enjoy many sports. In the 
last three years, many improvements have been 
made to the park. Bleacher covers were installed to 

Many projects underway and 
completed benefitting city of Kenner
By Leonard J. Cline – Kenner District 4 Councilman
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In dealing with severe weather, one of the more 
important considerations is maintaining good situ-
ational awareness – obtaining timely, reliable and ac-
curate information on evolving events, conditions and 
hazards. Having the right information can assist in 
making important decisions for families or businesses 
during a crisis.

During severe weather events, the city of Ken-
ner’s Public Information Office continually updates 
the city’s official webpage, Twitter and Facebook pages 
with pertinent information on local conditions. The 
city of Kenner’s website is www.kenner.la.us. The city’s 
Twitter handle is @cityofKenner and Kenner’s Face-
book page is officialcityofkennergovernment.

The official City of Kenner Mobile App pro-
vides alerts and directories of information on mu-
nicipal services. The Kenner Police Department Mo-
bile App provides updates on Kenner-related crime, 
traffic, road conditions and lane closures. Citizens 
can download both these apps for free using their 
Apple or Android device.

In addition, Jefferson Parish operates an elec-
tronic community alert system to notify citizens via 
smart phone, cell phone or email in the event of an 
emergency, such as an approaching hurricane or se-
vere weather event. Residents of Kenner are urged 
to sign up for JPAlert via computer by going to the 
Jefferson Parish website at www.jeffparish.net and 
click on “Departments,” “Emergency Management” 
and next select the “Emergency Management Sys-
tem” tab on the left side.

Being prepared to promptly evacuate when 
called for by local and state officials is likewise im-
portant. Kenner’s Emergency Management Depart-
ment works closely with Jefferson Parish Emergency 
Management and the Governor’s Office of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Preparedness on a year-round 
basis to develop regional evacuation plans. Listed be-
low are several programs supportive of local evacuation 
operations that Kenner residents should consider tak-
ing advantage of during storm season.

The Mobility Impaired Transportation System 
(MITS) is part of Jefferson Transit (JeT) and provides 
transportation for persons with disabilities who are 
unable to use regular JeT service. The MITS service is 
designed to meet the requirements of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA). An individual is eligible 
for MITS if he or she has a permanent, temporary or 
intermittent disability. During mandatory evacuation, 

the Parish Assisted Evacuation Plan is enacted and 
MITS is utilized to assist disabled persons in evacua-
tion. For additional information or to register for MITS 
visit www.jeffersontransit.org/mits.php.

A “Special Needs Registry” is maintained to iden-
tify those individuals with significant medical condi-
tions who are likely to require advanced care during 
evacuation. Registering in advance allows parish and 
state public health officials to assess the type and 
quantity of resources needed to address those with 
special medical needs. When a mandatory evacuation 
is ordered, residents, family members or care-takers 
will be able to call a special telephone number for 
evacuation assistance. You can register online or call 
the number listed at the end of this column for assis-
tance at http://jp-appserver.jeffparish.net/webapps/
EOCAssessReg/2012_EOC/ENTER_USER.asp.

Re-establishing vital services following a ma-
jor storm are essential to returning a community to 
normalcy. Quickly restoring utilities and reopening 
stores, fuel stations, banks, hospitals, clinics, schools, 
government facilities and other essential services 
are priorities for emergency managers. Officials rec-
ognize that Kenner residents will want to check on 
and make repairs to their homes and businesses and 
return to work or school as soon as possible after the 
winds die down and water subsides. Environmental 
conditions must be stable and vital services must 
be in place to support the re-population of a storm 
affected community. To accomplish this, state and 
regional law enforcement have established a tiered 
re-entry process. Critical business owners who seek 
to return first to the city following a storm must 
pre-register and have an assigned Jefferson Parish 
issued placard for themselves and employees. Those 
business owners who have previously been assigned 
placards may need to renew them now. Those who 
don’t have re-entry placards should register with the 
Jefferson Parish Office of Emergency Management 
prior to the start of hurricane season on June 1. To 
register or renew, visit the Jump Start Jefferson Re-
Entry Program site at http://placards.jumpstartjef-
ferson.com.

Residents of Kenner can sign up for the above 
described programs online or by contacting Jefferson 
Parish Emergency Management at 349-5360.

Doug Dodt is Kenner’s Emergency Management 
Director. Dodt can be reached by email at OEM@ken-
ner.la.us or by phone at 471-2100.   

Important information resources for the 2017 
hurricane season for Kenner residents

200 W. Esplanade Ave  ❘  Kenner, LA 70065

Ochsner Gastroenterology Services

Our multidisciplinary program specializes in the 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment of gastrointestinal 
and liver disease. Millions of Americans suffer from some form 
of digestive condition, from acid reflux and irritable bowel 
syndrome to invasive cancers. Because of Ochsner’s expert 
diagnostic capabilities, innovative treatment solutions and 
world-class patient care, our program is a leader in the region.

FOR PATIENTS BETWEEN THE AGES OF 45-80, SPEAK 
WITH YOUR DOCTOR ABOUT THE NEED FOR A 
COLONOSCOPY. THE PROCEDURE ONLY TAKES ABOUT 
30 MINUTES AND IS AN EASY WAY TO REDUCE YOUR 
RISK OF COLON CANCER.

Offering
comprehensive treatment  
of GI disorders

CALL 504-443-9500 TO SCHEDULE 
AN APPOINTMENT WITH ONE  

OF OUR SPECIALISTS.

Services Include:

Crohn’s Disease 

Reflux

GERD

Advanced Endoscopy 

Gastroenterology

Pancreatic Biliary Services

Liver Disease

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

New, patriotic banners have been placed on light 
poles on Joe Yenni Boulevard in time for the city to 
demonstrate patriotism for Memorial Day, July 4th and 
Labor Day, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said.

The banners of American flags have been in-
stalled on light poles from Williams Boulevard to the 
Duncan Canal.

“This is not only a continuation of the beauti-
fication program throughout the city, but it also is a 
way to clearly show that here in the city we are both 
“Kenner Proud” and proud of our American flag and 
everything it represents,” Zahn said.

Shortly after taking office in January, Zahn or-
dered a citywide beautification effort that include ban-
ners in Rivertown and now along the 32nd street cor-
ridor – the main entrance to The Esplanade mall. All 

of the beautification and banner works has been done 
in-house to keep costs as low as possible, Zahn said.

“You don’t have to spend a lot of money to make 
a big impact,” Zahn said. “Beautification, fixing bro-
ken curbs and adding touches like these banners 
make a difference to the first impression that visitors 
have in our city.”   

Patriotic banners add 
to beautification of city
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Division B Kenner Councilman-at-large Tom 
Willmott, a nine-year veteran of the state legislature 
who was elected to the Kenner City Council in 2016, 
was one of just two recipients of the 2017 Leader-
ship for Life Award, presented by Louisiana Right 
to Life.

Willmott was acknowledged for his work ex-
panding and promoting Louisiana’s Safe Haven Law 
and authoring eight laws and resolutions designed 

to make the law more effective in saving lives.
Willmott and former state Senator Ben Nev-

ers received their awards during the “Bowties for 
Babies” event held May 11, 2017, at the Louisiana 
State Museum in Baton Rouge.

“I thank the Louisiana Right to Life, Benjamin 
Clapper, Doreen Bordelon, Deanna Marie Wallace, 
Louisiana Family Forum, Gene Mills, the past and 
current staff members of the Department of Chil-

dren and Family Services, and the House Health and 
Welfare Staff for all of their assistance in helping me 
with getting all of these bills passed.

“It is my belief that these laws have already 
saved several lives and will continue to do so in the 
future. Know that it has truly been my honor and 
privilege to serve in our state’s legislature and I am 
now dedicated to serving the citizens of the city of 
Kenner, as their councilman-at-large. God bless.”   

Kenner Councilman Tom Willmott receives leadership award

Community

As part of the overall beautification effort that 
began in January 2017, shortly after Kenner Mayor 
Ben Zahn took office, the city is now focusing on a 
number of different areas such as the 32nd Street cor-
ridor to The Esplanade mall, said Zahn.

“This is a main entrance to the mall and by add-
ing some simple improvements that we have done 
in-house, I believe we have improved the aesthetics of 
this corridor quite inexpensively,” Zahn said.

The beautification, performed by workers in 
Kenner’s Public Works Department, involved install-
ing a brickwork pattern on the medians, painting the 
curbs gray, installing decorative banners on the light 
poles and adding planters and mulch, Zahn said.

Kenner District 2 Councilman Mike Sigur said 
it’s important to show the public that things are chang-
ing at the mall. “Anything to improve this area is great 
and certainly needed and I applaud the hard work of 
our employees.”

At the same time, officials with The Esplanade 
mall have been doing their own beautification. That 
has included repairing and cleaning monument signs 
around the mall, pressure-washing the façade of the 

mall to remove years of dirt and neglect, tree trimming 
and adding landscaping at all entrances to the shop-
ping center. In addition, special “Expectant Mother” 
parking spots have been added around all entrances 
into the mall.

Inside the mall, officials from Pacific Retail Capi-
tal Partners, the mall owners, have changed the look 
of vacant spaces to make them more attractive and 
added several new businesses. All of this creates a new 
look and feel for those driving to and shopping inside 
the mall, as well as potential future tenants.

Kenner District 4 Councilman Lenny Cline said 
the response from mall officials has been encouraging 
so far. “But we are all certainly going to keep a close 
eye on what happens at the mall and stay in very close 
touch with mall managers,” said Cline.

Zahn said Cline and Sigur deserve plenty of cred-
it and also had praise for Pacific Retail while agreeing 
with Cline that this is no time to rest. “There’s still a lot 
that needs to be done, and we all agree on that,” Zahn 
said. “But it is exciting to have people in charge at the 
mall listening and eager to do things that residents 
and visitors will notice and appreciate. This has me 
very excited about the future for The Esplanade.”   

Physical improvements to The Esplanade made by city and mall owners

Government
The city of Kenner and Ramelli Waste officials 

want to remind residents about the items that can and 
cannot be accepted in curbside recycling bins.

Curbside recycling returned to the city in May of 
2016 after a more than 10-year absence and the once-
weekly collection became very popular quickly, accord-
ing to Kenner and Ramelli officials.

Residents are asked to be very careful not to 
include any glass in the curbside bins. If glass is dis-
covered, Ramelli workers are required to move on to 
the next bin, officials said. For overflow recycle items 

– those that don’t fit in the bin or a full load in excess 

of what the bin can hold – residents must put those 
items in a clear bag. If a clear bag is not used, the bag 
will not be collected.

Paper products accepted are office paper, news-
papers, color newspaper inserts, magazines, catalogs, 
junk mail, telephone books, paperboard boxes includ-
ing cereal boxes, freezer food boxes, soft drink boxes, 
food and snack boxes and other corrugated cardboard. 
Plastic products put out for collection should be 
marked with a code from 1 through 7. Aluminum cans, 
steel and ferrous metal food containers and lids are 
the types of metal products that can be recycled.   

Curbside recycling reminders for residents

A code sweep by the Kenner Inspections and 
Code Enforcement Department in the 2600 and 2700 
blocks of Augusta and Helena streets was held on May 
17, 2017 and 71 violations were uncovered.

Those violations include one substandard build-
ing, one abandoned refrigerator, seven addresses re-
quired, 15 abandoned vehicles, three building permits 
required, two building maintenance required, 10 soffit 
or fascia repairs needed, six fence repairs needed, six 
high grass violations, four litter or debris violations, one 
repair or demolishment needed, 10 unsafe electrical 
conditions, on vermin or rodent issue, one major me-
chanical problem and three window, door or screen 
repairs needed.

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said inspectors in the 

code enforcement department will continue to respond 
to complaints and to target trouble spots in the city – in-
cluding both homes and commercial complexes.

“As we continue addressing blight in Kenner, I 
applaud the actions of the Kenner Code Department,” 
Zahn said. “These areas that need this attention will 
continue to have my support until will we rid these vio-
lations from Kenner.”

Kenner District 1 Councilman Gregory Carroll, 
whose district includes the area where the code sweep 
was conducted, said, “I would like to assure the prop-
erty owners, business owners as well as landlords and 
tenants that we will continue to ensure the safety and 
quality of life for all of our District 1 residents, business 
owners and visitors.”   

Code sweep uncovers 71 violation in Kenner

Kenner Councilman-at-large
Tom Willmott
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Call to schedule a tour of our state-of-the-art community!

• Forever Pricing
• Innovative Technology

• Compassionate Care

504-265-1546
Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care

336-4179 (o) • 330-7220 (c) • jamillah@jamillahgrant.com • Kenner, LA 70065

Let me help you fi nd a home!

Jamillah Maarij Grant
Real Estate Broker
Since 1988

Licensed in 
Louisiana and 
California Happy Homeowners!

Ronald Tassin, the founder and chief executive 
officer of Assurance Care Provider LLC, which opened 
in 2002, has been mentoring and advising the students 
at Washington Elementary School in Kenner, formerly 
Washington Montessorri, for eleven years. Washington 
Elementary, one of Kenner’s oldest schools having 
been founded some 80 years ago offers pre-kinder-
garten through fifth grade and is located at 606 Clay 
Street just blocks from Tassin’s office.

Assurance Care Provider LLC is located at 2145 
Reverend Richard Wilson Drive in Kenner’s Rivertown. 
For fifteen years Tassin’s agency has been providing 
outpatient mental health care and as well as sub-
stance abuse services. Assurance Care Provider has a 
Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facili-
ties (CARF) accreditation.

Tassin grew up in Kenner and the River Ridge 
area and starred in basketball and baseball team 
sports at Grace King High School and earned a col-
lege scholarship. He recalls his growing up years as 
“challenging” and says he stayed out of trouble and 
on the right path, in part because his activities at the 
community playgrounds and gyms, particularly Jessie 
Owens Gym, kept him off the streets, and in part due 
to mentors and role models who steered him towards 
a college education.

Now, he says, with his work as a volunteer at 
Washington School he is giving back just like those who 
helped him. “I hope that I can do for the boys and girls 
what my mentors did for me,” said Tassin. “Many of the 
guys I knew ended up in serious trouble with the law. 
I was fortunate that it didn’t happen to me, in large 
measure because I had great role models who really 
cared about me.”

Tassin developed his community outreach pro-
grams when he got involved with the students at the 
Washington Elementary School. Tassin says he talks 
to the boys and girls at Washington about such things 
as the importance of staying in school through high 
school graduation and attending college, doing their 
homework, having respect for their teachers and fel-
low students and resolving conflicts with their brains 
rather than their fists.

“I applaud the dedication of Mr. Tassin, who grew 
up in Kenner and now works in the city and is taking 
the time to work with our youth,” said Kenner Mayor 
Ben Zahn. “It’s always great to see people who believe 
in giving back to their community and helping others 

to hopefully one day reach the success that Mr. Tassin 
now enjoys.”

“The principal at Washington Elementary, Mrs. 
Darlene Turnbull, and the faculty exhibit a great job of 
preparing the children for the upper grades and life,” 
said Tassin. “I just try in a small way to supplement all 
the good things they do.”

“Washington is a small public school that has 
been a part of Kenner’s community for over 80 years,” 
said Turnbull. “Our school is very appreciative of dedi-
cated volunteers like Mr. Tassin because they provide 
our students with experiences and opportunities that 
may not otherwise be afforded to them. Mr. Tassin 
has been an active volunteer of Washington for many 
years and finds many ways to volunteer at Washington 
including mentoring our fourth and fifth grade boys, 
distributing baskets to every child for Easter and spon-
soring field trips for our student. Our students are very 
fortunate to have committed volunteers like Mr. Tas-
sin.”

In his high school years, Tassin starred at point 
guard on the Grace King High basketball team and 
third base on the baseball team. He attracted the 
attention of the college recruiters and accepted a 
scholarship offer from Rainy River Junior College, and 
played two years of college basketball before moving 
on to accepting a scholarship offer from Augsburg Col-
lege in Minneapolis, Minnesota. “You know I was pretty 
brave to go so far from home into a completely different 

culture,” Tassin says now. The Louisiana boy survived 
the snowdrifts of Minnesota winters, winning letters 
for his play on the basketball and baseball teams. After 
the experience at Augsburg, a small liberal arts school, 
and upon his return to Louisiana, he began his career 
as a school teacher but also took graduate courses at 
Southern University in New Orleans and Southern Uni-
versity in Baton Rouge. In time, he earned a master’s 
degree in criminal justice with a concentration in juve-
nile prevention.

Tassin said he felt that he could provide help to 
boys and girls who were acting out in school. “This was 
especially true after Hurricane Katrina when many 
children lost their homes and were separated from 
their families,” said Tassin. Soon thereafter, he made 

his first connection at Washington Elementary School 
and began helping to coach an AAU basketball team 
inspiring many young children to become athletes and 
to pursue a college education.

Tassin is presently working on and close to re-
ceiving a doctorate degree in management/criminal 
justice. Tassin is a member of the Providence Baptist 
Church of Kenner, Zulu Social Aid and Pleasure Club 
and Omega Psi Phi fraternity. Tassin says. “It’s in my 
heart to want to do for others all that was done for me. 
All that I have become and everything that I will, I owe 
to my mother, Mrs. Audrey Jackson Tassin. She was al-
ways there for me and until this day still is. She is my 
shining star and I love her unconditionally. I thank my 
mother for everything.”   

Former athlete provides mentoring for Kenner’s Washington Elementary students
By Allan Katz

Assurance Care Provider, LLC  
Chief Executive Officer Ron Tassin

Government

Kenner Department of Inspection and Code 
Enforcement inspectors uncovered 38 code viola-
tions during a pair of recent code sweeps of com-
mercial complexes during early May 2017.

Summons were issued to the property owner 
at 3501 Chateau Boulevard in the city for seven 
counts of unsafe electrical conditions, seven counts 
of rodent proofing necessary, seven counts of fascia 
or soffit issues, seven counts of litter or debris and 
seven counts of unsafe plumbing conditions.

For the commercial property at 2134 Airline 
Drive in Kenner, summons were issued for one 
count each for litter or debris, general construction 
issues and repair or demolition needed.

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said the code sweeps 
are a part of the city’s continuing crackdown on is-
sues at commercial complexes.

“The owners at 3501 Chateau have been coop-
erating with my administration and Kenner District 
4 Councilman Cline’s office and have offered a re-
vised plan of the area showcasing a possible retail 
development and city center landscape,” Zahn said. 

“We appreciate their cooperation and look forward to 
continued meetings with them. Again, we will con-
tinue to rid Kenner of these persistent violations in 
our commercial establishments. We thank residents 
for their patience as we clean up Kenner.”   

38 code violations found during sweep of two 
commercial complexes in the city
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20.99Bud
Coors Lite
Bud Lite
Miller Lite

24 PACK 12 OZ.

SUITCASE

6.99

CAJUNLAND

20 Pack

18.
99

Long Neck Bottles
bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

TOP OFF YOUR TANK

PROPANE
SOLD BY THE GALLON

We’re your BOILING 
headquarters!

Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm  •  Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
      469-3503 • www.theicehousekenner.com

Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

summer special

With June being 
“Men’s Health Month,” 
now is a great time to 
take a look at a com-

mon issue experienced by most men as they age, an 
enlarged prostate. The prostate is a gland located 
between the bladder and the penis that surrounds 
the urethra, allowing urine to escape the body. The 
prostate also helps in the production of semen, allow-
ing for a healthy reproductive system.

Benign prostatic hyperplasia (BPH) is the medi-
cal term for what is commonly referred to as an en-
larged prostate. For all men, the prostate experiences 
two growth cycles as they age, the first during puberty 
and the second starting at age 50 and continuing 
for most of the remainder of his life. Usually during 
the second phase of prostate growth, as the prostate 

continually enlarges, it can often constrict and partly 
block urinary flow through the urethra, causing prob-
lems with urinating. BPH is extremely common as 
men age and affects nearly all men of the age of 60 
in some way.

While BPH is usually a nuisance and can cause 
considerable discomfort, it is usually not a serious 
problem and can often be treated at home with regu-
lar monitoring during your checkups with your physi-
cian. The symptoms of BPH can include urinary issues 
including difficulty starting and/or stopping your 
urinary stream, weak flow of urine, a near constant 
feeling that you need to urinate or a feeling that your 
haven’t fully emptied your bladder after urinating. 
While these symptoms are completely normal, there 
are rare cases where BPH can cause full blockage of 
the bladder, potentially causing kidney issues or blad-

der infections.
In terms of treating BPH, the course of treat-

ment will largely depend on how severe your symp-
toms are. For milder symptoms, the best form of treat-
ment is often making small changes to your lifestyle 
that can help reduce the symptoms. Those dealing 
with more severe symptoms can be treated with 
medication including alpha-blockers which relax the 
muscles around the urethra, allowing urine to flow 
more freely. For the most severe cases, surgery is also 
an option.

It is important to note that BPH is benign, which 
means it is not cancer or an indicator of cancer risks. 
That being said, men should be regularly monitored 
for prostate cancer as they age. Prostate cancer is the 
most common cancer and the second leading cause of 
cancer death among men, with approximately 200,000 

new cases detected and 30,000 deaths per year in the 
United States alone, according to the American Can-
cer Society.    

Dr. Richard Tushman received his M.D. from 
Cornell University Medical College in New York City, 
New York and completed a general surgery residency, 
followed by a urology residency, at the Medical Col-
lege of Virginia Hospitals in Richmond, Virginia. Dr. 
Tushman is board certified by the American Board 
of Urology and sees a full range of adult male and 
female urology patients with problems that include 
kidney stones, prostate issues, blood in the urine, all 
types of urologic cancer, urinary infections, erectile 
dysfunction and various other voiding issues. For 
more information or to schedule an appointment 
with Dr. Tushman, call 464-8588.

What to know about an enlarged prostate 
By Richard Tushman, M.D.

Do the math: How to get the best of balance transfer offers 
By Marie M. Clesi

If you tend to 
carry a balance on 
your credit cards from 
month to month, you 
probably get a lot of 

balance transfer offers in your mailbox.

With tantalizingly low interest rates down to 
zero percent, these offers are certainly tempting. But 
is it a good idea to take advantage of them? And are 
some actually better than others?

To get you to open the envelope, most offers 
feature an appealing promotional annual percentage 

rate in huge type on the front of the envelope, some-
times as low as 0 percent. But once you’re inside the 
envelope, things start to get interesting as you read 
the fine print.

There are three things to compare so you can 
figure out what’s best for you.

Not everyone can qualify for 0 percent and you 
may not know if it’s an option until after you’ve ap-
plied. So be prepared that the zero rate offer might 
not be the one you actually get.

Look closely at how long that low rate will last. 
Introductory interest rates can escalate quickly after 
a few months – or if you’re late with a payment.

Watch out for something called a balance trans-
fer fee. It’s a lump sum that’s added to your balance 
as a cost for the transaction. This amount is based 
on a percentage of the total you’re transferring, often 
three to five percent. So if you’re transferring $20,000, 
the fee would be $600 at three percent or $1,000 at 
five percent.

That’s pretty significant. In fact, it might be 
worth it to find a balance transfer offer that has no 
fee but a slightly higher annual percentage rate, often 
in the range of 1.9 percent to 2.9 percent. If you plan 

to pay off some or all of your balance during the pro-
motional rate period, your cost may drop significantly.

Either way, you’d still be paying less per month 
to carry the balance of your current higher-interest 
card. And keep in mind that if you make purchases on 
your new card in addition to the balance transfer, you 
may not be eligible for the typical interest-free grace 
period you would normally get when you pay your bill 
in full. Be sure to read the conditions of your offer.

When you receive a balance transfer offer, 
crunch the numbers and see if it can save you money. 
Also, with a little research you may even find a card 
that offers you other incentives, such as reward points, 
travel miles or fewer penalties for late payments.   

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi In-
surance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a 
select State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Ca-
sualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, 
renters, life and health insurance along with finan-
cial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans 
Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted 
at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit 
Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.

Insurance

The Kenner Police Department, which was 
awarded an overtime traffic enforcement grant this 
year from the Louisiana Highway Safety Commission, 
is reminding motorists again to “Click it or Ticket.” 
In order to enforce this reminder, KPD will be step-
ping up its enforcement of seatbelt laws from May 22 
through June 4, 2017. As motorists take to the roads 
to celebrate the long Memorial Day weekend, law en-
forcement officials across the nation will be ensuring 
that everyone buckles up.

“Memorial Day weekend kicks off summer vaca-
tion season and we want to ensure that everyone ar-
rives at their destination safe and sound,” said Kenner 
Chief of Police Michael Glaser. “If you are not wearing 
your seat belt, you will be ticketed.”

According to the U.S. Department of Transporta-

tion’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
in 2014, 21,022 passenger vehicle occupants were 
killed in motor vehicle crashes. 49 percent of passen-
ger vehicle occupants who were killed that year were 
unrestrained. Younger motorists and men are par-
ticularly at risk. NHTSA data shows that among teen 
and young adult passenger vehicle occupants, ages 13 
to 15 and 25 to 34, who were killed in motor vehicle 
traffic crashes, 59 percent were not buckled up at the 
time of the crash – the highest percentage of all age 
groups.

Additionally, while 88.5 percent of passenger 
vehicle occupants buckled up in 2015, almost 50 per-
cent of occupants of fatal crashes nationwide are not 

KPD begins 2017 “Click it or Ticket” mobilization 

Police

 next page
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Government

Kenner attorney and city councilman Dominick 
Impastato announced on May 23, 2017, that he will 
seek the open Jefferson Parish District 4 Council seat 
in a special election this fall. The position became 
open when Ben Zahn was elected as Kenner Mayor in 
December 2016 and vacated the seat in January 2017.

Impastato first entered government when win-
ning the Kenner City Council District 5 Council posi-
tion in 2017. “I believe in taking my message directly 

to the people whom I will represent. I am asking to be 
their voice, so it’s important for me to listen to their 
message and then deliver it on their behalf on the dais 
of decisions…the council meeting,” said Impastato. 

“The people of District 4 deserve that kind of represen-
tation. I’ll offer fresh ideas because the ideas I present 
will address the concerns of the people I serve, not the 
concerns of a special interest or another politician.”

A lifelong resident of Kenner, Dominick graduat-
ed from Archbishop Rummel High School in 1997 and 
received a Bachelor of Science in finance from Loui-
siana State University in 2001. Impastato graduated 
near the top of his class at Loyola University School of 
Law earning his Juris Doctorate in 2004 with summa 
cum laude honors. Before becoming a councilman, 
Impastato served on the Kenner Mayor’s Economic 
Development team, the Kenner Alcohol Permitting 
Board, the Kenner Fire and Police Civil Service Com-
mission and the Regional Transit Authority Board.

Impastato is an attorney and partner in the firm 
of Frischhertz, Poulliard, Frischhertz and Impastato. 
Impastato said he volunteer coaches at Kenner play-
grounds and attends local events. “There no better way 
to understand the needs of a district than to attend 
neighborhood and local events where citizens can ex-
press their hopes and, also express their frustrations 
over government,” said Impastato. Impastato said he 

has had major successes as a Kenner councilman hav-
ing overseen and implemented the district’s largest 
drainage improvement project, breaking ground on 
a new dog park, developing a unique skate park, up-
grading parks and playgrounds, promoting economic 
growth and opening the district’s door to the people 
of his district.

Impastato said he pledges to conduct regular 
town hall meetings and a quarterly District 4 Civic 
Association Summit to plan for the district’s future 
and says he will remain aggressive when seeking 
help from the council, state and federal delegations 
to strengthen Kenner with grant and matching fund 
assistance. Impastato is an advocate for beautification 

plans and says he will work to improve the safety of 
major avenues and thoroughfares throughout the city 
and district.

Impastato, 38, a Republican, is married to the 
former Shannon Whitman and they have three chil-
dren.

The election for Jefferson Parish District 4 Coun-
cilman is scheduled for October 14, 2017 with quali-
fying for the race July 12 through July 14, 2017. The 
winner will take on Zahn’s unexpired term which ends 
in January 2020.

State Senator Danny Martiny announced his 
candidacy for the Jefferson Parish District 4 seat on 
February 20, 2017.   

Kenner Attorney and Councilman Dominick Impastato to seek Jefferson Parish District 4 
Council seat

Assurance Care Provider LLC
Mr. Ron Tassin, CEO

Hours: 9am - 5pm Monday - Friday
2145 Rev. Richard Wilson Dr. (formerly Jefferson Hwy.) 

472-0068 • acpmhr@yahoo.com

ASSURANCE CARE PROVIDER NOW HIRING:
Medical Assistant-Work during clinic part-time, can become full time evening hours.

Mental Health Professional(MSW Degree)-fi eld work with a caseload.
Please email resume or call the offi ce.

For the 11th straight year, Ronald Tassin, CEO of Assurance Care Provider, LLC, visited the students at Washington Montessori School 
in Kenner and handed out Easter candy as part of his company’s outreach program. Tassin and his clinical director, Tommy Snyder, 
LCSW, of his Mental Health Agency, provided a presentation on confl ict resolution to each grade level at the school. Pictured with 
the schoolchildren from left to right are Gregrion Smith of Grind, Grain and Grow Productions, Tassin, Snyder, Kenner District 1 
Councilmen Gregory Carroll, Sheldon Demas from the Louis Armstrong N.O. International Airport, Kenner Councilman-at-large 
Tom Willmott, Washington Montessori School Principal Darlene Turnbull and Cynthia Chatman from the neighborhood. The two 
councilmen spoke to students about the importance of doing well in school.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

CONGRATS! LOTS OF LUCK! YOU ARE A STAR! 
BEST WISHES TO CLASS OF 2017

465.9590   |   www.georgyssalonspa.com  |  701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

NEW 
AVEDA SCALP AND 

HAIR MASQUE 
pramasana
Book your treatment 

today & receive $5 off 
when you mention this ad!

Expires July 1

On May 22, 2017, The Esplanade mall an-
nounced the opening of two more local retailers, 
Dominant Creations and Essentially NOLA, with 
more to come this summer. Both stores are located 
on the upper level with Dominant Creations on the 
south end of the center next to Smoothie King and 
Essentially NOLA right off the food court.

“Hosting a party or planning a group trip this 
summer? Dominant Creations is your go to shop for 
all things personalized, vinyl and embroidered, from 
t-shirts to hair bows, glassware, balloons and more,” 
said Ellie Thomas, The Esplanade Marketing Man-
ager. “Unify your group of guys or gals with matching 
shirts, hats and cups for your summer beach trip, 
bachelor or bachelorette party or sand volleyball 
team. Also, don’t forget about Dad. Dominant Cre-
ations can create the ‘World’s Best Dad’ tees and vinyl 
to personalize Dad’s favorite glass, mug or Yeti cup.”

Essentially NOLA is a new store that offers 
soaps, salves and essential oils, handmade skin care, 
beard essentials, bath essentials and candles. “Pam-
per your grad, Dad or yourself and come and meet the 
friendly and knowledgeable owner, Christine,” said 
Thomas. “Her products are all natural, organic and 
luxurious and leave you feeling clean and smelling 
amazing.” Choose from prepackaged gift baskets or 

build your own assortment of products to make the 
perfect gift set.

“Looking for other gift ideas? Visit our 80 other 
retailers for gifts from clothes to shoes to accessories 
and gadgets,” said Thomas. “From Target to Old Navy, 
you are sure to find the perfect gifts and essentials for 
your upcoming celebrations.”

“The Esplanade is an excellent site for short term 
leasing for community events, meetings, entrepre-
neurial ventures, expanding businesses and business 
incubators,” said The Esplanade’s Specialty Leasing 
Department Manager Kami Grayson. The Esplanade 
is available to schedule a meeting with interested par-
ties about specialty leasing and about other business 
opportunities.

The Esplanade’s current management company, 
Pacific Retail Capital Partners (PRCP) is one of the 
nation’s premier retail operators of large open-air 
centers and enclosed malls, with more than $1.2 
billion in retail assets currently under management. 

“With a keen focus on enhancing the value and quality 
of its growing portfolio, PRCP is dedicated to creat-
ing a unique, strategic vision for each property and 
exceeding the highest expectations of retail investors, 
retailers and consumers,” said Grayson.   

The Esplanade opens two more new stores 
Community

restrained. In some states, the rate is as high as 70 
percent unrestrained in fatal crashes. This fact grave-
ly highlights the need for increased enforcement and 
awareness of seat belt use.

From 2011 to 2015, seat belts saved nearly 
64,000 lives. In 2015, an additional 2,804 lives could 
have been saved if all unrestrained occupants in-
volved in fatal crashes had worn their seat belts.

“We are determined to help bring these num-
bers down,” said Chief Glaser. “There are too many 
people dying on the roads and many of those deaths 
could have been prevented if people took the simple 
step of wearing their seat belt. We will be handing 
out tickets year-round to those who still haven’t got-
ten the message.”

For more information on the “Click it or Ticket 
mobilization visit www.nhtsa.gov/ciot.   

KPD
 from previous page

Dominick Impastato
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  CITY OF KENNER

   Important Emergency Contacts

Kenner City Hall 468-7200 LA State Trooper 471-2775

Kenner Police 712-2222 OR 911 Jeff Parish Sheriff 363-5500

Kenner Fire 467-2211 OR 911 Entergy 1-800-968-8213

Public Works 468-7515 Atmos 1-888-322-8667

Code Enforcement 468-4068 Water Dept 736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage) 468-7292 Red Cross (Local) 620-3105

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
•  Admiralty & 

Maritime
• Traffi c Tickets
• Notary Public

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney, 
Tiffany Callaghan - Offi ce Manager/Paralegal, 

Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant, 
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062
Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

Do you know 
exactly what a wheel 

alignment on your vehicle does? A wheel align-
ment is the process of checking and adjusting the 
angles of the wheels relative to each other and to 
the car’s body. In performing a wheel alignment 
the vehicle is placed on an alignment rack and 
special sensors are mounted on each wheel. The 
special sensor computer controlled device mea-
sures the actual angles of the wheels and based on 
the measurements, a technician adjusts the wheel 
angles (called toe, camber, caster, etc.) to certain 
specifications. A technician will typically test 
drive the vehicle, adjust the tire pressure as well 
as check the ride height and basic suspension and 
steering components including ball joint, tie rod, 
strut, etc., before performing the wheel alignment. 
If any steering or suspension component is found 
to be faulty, it should be replaced before the 
wheel alignment. When the alignment is com-
pleted, you will usually get a printout showing the 
wheel angles before and after the alignment with 
measurements within specifications in green. A 
four-wheel alignment should always be performed 
as a two-wheel alignment involves adjustment of 
only two tires, either front or rear.

Why should a wheel alignment be per-
formed? Over time wheel angles change as a 
result of deforming, wear of various rubber bush-
ings in the vehicle suspension and sagging of the 
springs. Wheel alignment should be checked after 
hitting large potholes and curbs, as well as after 
accidents. A wheel alignment also needs to be 
done after replacement any of the major suspen-
sion or steering components and also after lower-
ing or rising the suspension.
Symptoms of improper wheel alignment
•  Steering wheel is off center when driving 

straight
•  Vehicle pulls to one side when driving on a 

straight and level road
•  Vehicle doesn’t hold the road well, feels unsta-

ble, wanders from side to side

•  Tires screeching when turning
•  Tires wear unevenly

For most cars, there is no specific require-
ments for how often a wheel alignment should be 
done. It is typically recommended to do a wheel 
alignment every two to three years. A wheel 
alignment is recommended when new tires are 
installed and an alignment should be performed 
more often if your car has wider tires or if it’s a 
sporty car such as an Audi, BMW, Mazda 3, Nis-
san 370Z, etc. If you re-check the wheel alignment 
after a year or two of driving, usually it will be 
slightly off. If you hit a large bump, the alignment 
will most likely be off.

What are the benefits of doing the wheel 
alignment? Your tires as well as suspension and 
steering components will last longer and your 
vehicle will handle better. You might notice that 
after the wheel alignment, the car holds the road 
better and feels more stable. Again, this is even 
more noticeable if you have a sporty car or wider 
tires.

How much does it cost to do a wheel align-
ment? Prices vary between $50 and $180 depend-
ing on the vehicle but it may cost more if some of 
the adjustments are badly rusted or seized. You 
will get better results with a repair shop that has a 
newer, more advanced wheel alignment rack. On 
average, a wheel alignment takes from 40 minutes 
to an hour.

If you have any of the problems listed above 
or have not had a wheel alignment on your vehicle 
in two years, it may be time to get it checked.    

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s 
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and 
operated full-service tire and automotive shop, 
located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. 
Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday 
through Friday. Scotty’s website is www.scott-
ystireauto.com.

How often should you have a  
wheel alignment on your vehicle?
By Scott Zimmerman

Fair Grounds Race Course & Slots is looking 
for vendors for its inaugural Sip & Shop!

Be a part of Fair Grounds first ever Sip & Shop event!
Your chance to get in front of hundreds of customers in just a few hours!

 
Bottomless Champagne, Bloody Marys, Desserts & Hors d’oeuvres will  

accompany shoppers as they visit your boutique for some summer steals!
And, we’re not like other events, YOU KEEP 100% OF YOUR PROFITS!

 
Local business owners  | Lady, pet or children boutiques

Mobile, online, at home store fronts | Crafts
 

3 Dates this Summer • One great location • Multi-date booking discounts
 

For booth details contact Emily Lovitt at 948-1182 or emily.lovitt@fgno.com
Customer tickets go on sale June 1 at www.FGNO.com/tickets

 
FAIR GROUNDS RACE COURSE & SLOTS, 4TH FLOOR CLUBHOUSE

1751 GENTILLY BLVD. • NEW ORLEANS, LA 70119
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Law
The benefits of uninsured motorist insurance coverage
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.

If you are not a 
lawyer or insurance 
professional, chances 
are you are not familiar 

with the many benefits of having “Uninsured Motorist,” 
or UM, coverage on your auto insurance policy. Although 
many people say they have “full coverage,” what they 
usually mean is that they have state required liability 
coverage or “minimum coverage.” What they don’t real-
ize is that liability coverage only covers the other per-
son in an accident. Given that many people on the road 
don’t have insurance at all and still more don’t have 
enough insurance, what coverage do you have to cover 
yourself in an accident? That’s where uninsured motor-
ist, or UM, coverage comes in.

When you purchase auto liability insurance, you 
are given the option to also purchase UM insurance at 
your liability limits, lower than your liability limits (if 
your liability limits are more than $15,000) or to reject 
UM coverage entirely. Depending on the insurance 
company, there may be another limited option called 
“Economic Only” or UMEO. While UM covers medical 
costs, accident related expenses, lost wages, pain and 
suffering, and other general damages, UMEO limits cov-
erage to only those damages that can be measured in 
specific monetary terms such as medical expenses and 
lost wages, but does not provide coverage for general 
damages like pain and suffering.

As the name says, UM coverage can cover your 
damages if you are hit by an uninsured driver. Many peo-
ple don’t know the other benefits of having UM cover-
age. UM coverage can also cover any damages caused by 
an underinsured driver. The minimum liability limits of 

$15,000 that most people carry in Louisiana don’t cover 
much once you take into consideration medical bills, 
lost wages and pain and suffering from injuries caused 
by an automobile accident. UM coverage can cover your 
damages that exceed the other driver’s liability limits. 
Too often we see people in serious accidents that have 
no way to cover the damages. The person causing the 
damage can’t pay and doesn’t have enough insurance to 
cover the full amount of the damages. Having UM insur-
ance in this situation can cover the costs and expenses 
from being injured and make sure you get fully compen-
sated for your losses.

UM coverage can also cover your damages if you 
are the victim of a “hit and run” by an unknown driver. 
Under certain circumstances, UM coverage can even 
cover damages caused by a “miss and run.” If an un-
known driver causes an accident without physical con-
tact to your vehicle, such as running you off the road or 
dropping something in the roadway, your damages may 
still be covered by UM insurance if you can prove by an 
independent and disinterested witness that the injury 
and other damages were the result of the actions of the 
driver of another vehicle whose identity is unknown or 
who is uninsured or underinsured.

UM coverage can also extend to your passen-
gers at the time of the accident, covering any dam-
ages they may suffer. UM coverage will also extend 
to cover you as a passenger in another vehicle. UM 
coverage can also cover you if you are injured by an 
unknown, uninsured or underinsured driver even if 
you are not in a vehicle, but rather as a pedestrian, 
cyclist or otherwise.

All of these benefits of UM coverage can also 

If you have 
never experienced a 

“Baker’s cyst” you may 
think it could be associated with those wonderful 
people that prepare some of the greatest desserts we 
love to indulge in. This “Baker’s cyst” is a condition of 
swelling found in the back part of the knee. Baker’s 
cysts are common among adults affected by forms of 
arthritis in the lining of the knee. In a typical case of 
knee joint arthritis, the lining of the knee joint has suf-
fered wear and tear to its protective cartilage that acts 
as a shock absorber, causing the joint to endure extra 
pressure. This added pressure on the knee results in 
swelling which is often painful and more prominent 
during activity where the knee takes direct impact 
such as walking, tennis, jogging and even standing for 
prolonged periods of time.

A Baker’s cyst forms when fluid in the joint’s 
lining is produced in excess and bulges towards the 
back area of the knee into a fluid-filled sac. The name 
comes from the 19th century surgeon, Dr. William 
Baker, who was the first to describe the condition.

The most common cause of a Baker’s cyst is pre-
existing forms of arthritis in the knee joint. Another 
cause is tearing to a meniscus cartilage in the knee 
which acts as padding for the joint. Often, there are 
no symptoms experienced with a small to average-

sized cyst. A larger Baker’s cyst can include symptoms 
such as pain, swelling, stiffness with a reduced range 
of motion and clicking or locking sensation in the 
knee joint.

A Baker’s cyst will usually heal on its own and 
the best way to care for a cyst is caring for your knee 
before a cyst develops. “In most cases, knee surgery 
and worsening symptoms of arthritis and degenera-
tion in the joint of the knee were able to be prevented 
with daily focus on eliminating any extra stress put 
towards the knee,” says Dr. Lars Richardson, an or-
thopedic surgeon with Harvard-affiliated Massachu-
setts General Hospital. Building muscle strength and 
increasing range of motion in the knee joint allow for 
fewer symptoms. Working with a physical therapist to 
improve range of motion with muscle strengthening 
exercises is highly recommended to prevent Baker’s 
cysts and knee joint degeneration.   

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president 
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 
3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other 
locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin 
graduated from LSU Medical School Department of 
Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. 
The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports 
Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@
gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com. 
Alexandra Goodwin is co-author and contributing 
writer to the Kenner Orthopedic column.

“Baker’s cyst” - Not what you 
think
By Craig Goodwin

extend to cover spouses, children and other relatives 
who are members of the same household as the in-
sured.

UM coverage is also relatively cheap compared to 
liability and other insurance coverages and the extent 
of what it covers makes it worth the extra cost to have.

Although UM coverage is governed by legal stat-
ute, insurance companies write their own policies. 
Therefore, what one insurance company covers in UM 
may be different than another company’s UM policy. 
Also, some exclusionary clauses in UM coverage may be 
against Louisiana Law or public policy and, thus void. 
Accordingly, an experienced attorney should review UM 
coverages and exclusions in your insurance policy to 

make sure that you are getting all of the great benefits 
of having UM coverage.

This information has been provided for  
informational purposes only and is not intended and 
should not be construed to constitute legal advice.   

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana 
State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing 
attorney and owner of Rivertown Law Center, L.L.C., 
located at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner. 
Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime 
and traffic violations are Rinck’s primary areas of 
practice. Rinck can be reached at 704-1194 or info@
rivertownlaw.com.

Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
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Give your family
Peace of mind Today

Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because 
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a 
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 466-8577

3409 Williams Blvd.

We Shop For You!
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Homeowners insurance provides  
coverage for your home and personal  
belongings. Liability coverage is another  
critical component.

 Single Family Homes  Condominiums 

 Rental Properties   Much More

www.guffeyinsurance.netSINCE 1987

467-0800
PROUDLY 

REPRESENTING

Guffey_0516.indd   1 4/23/16   7:26 PM

Six things professional burglars don’t want you to know
By Linda R. Martin

Even though a 
burglary occurs every 
twenty seconds in the 
U.S. you can still pro-
tect yourself without 

installing top-dollar security features. Home burglary 
generally has a pattern. Criminals are looking for an 
easy target they can rob fast. Learn from the pros. 
Here are six tips from career burglars you can use to 
defend your home and prevent break-ins.
Night time burglaries aren’t the best time.

Burglars like to break in to homes during the 

daytime hours – the last thing criminals want is to 
encounter someone at home. Weekdays are ideal for 
thieves, since weekend schedules are too unpredict-
able. Between 12:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. are the most 
popular times because there’s a high chance people 
will be away at work or at school.
They know when you aren’t home – thanks to social 
media.

While it’s tempting to post your vacation to your 
social media feed, wait to share those trip photos and 
exotic locations until you’re back home. Criminals 
scout public social media accounts like Twitter, Insta-
gram, Facebook and Foursquare to find victims.

Locating someone’s home address using basic 

information from their social media profile is surpris-
ingly easy. Even if all your accounts are private, that 
old friend from high school or new neighbor down the 
street could be a potential criminal.
They don’t like your security practices.

Burglars want nothing to do with alarm systems. 
Homes without a security system are almost 300 per-
cent more likely to be targeted for a break-in. If you do 
install an alarm system, make sure you guard it with 
a strong code. Don’t use your house number or birth-
day and clean any dirt or grease off your keypads so a 
burglar won’t guess your codes based off the numbers 
you’ve hit the most. Unlocked windows, unused dead-
bolts, poorly lit homes and residences without security 
systems are prime targets for burglars, so make sure 
you are using the security features you already have.

Also, tricks that make it look like you are home 
really work. Burglars run from properties that look 
like people are inside. Motion sensor lights, bright 
flood lights and timed lights are inexpensive security 
features for a home’s exterior that scare criminals 
away. Televisions or radios left on, as well as cars 
parked in the driveway, make burglars nervous that 
someone is home.
Great targets advertise their weapon supply.

If you’re a proud gun owner, that won’t scare 
burglars away – it entices them. A gun is stolen 
roughly every two minutes in the U.S., so homeowners 
should be sure to always lock up their guns. NRA bum-
per stickers on a car or Smith and Wesson signs on a 
house advertises that there are lots of guns to steal.
Shrubs and architecture make great hiding places.

Tall bushes are favorites of burglars since they 
offer an obstructed view form the street and an easy 

way to hide from neighbors. Keep shrubs and large 
landscaping features trimmed. If you want big plants 
by your windows choose something thorny that will 
detract a burglar.

Think twice about large architectural features 
like fences, half-walls and big fountains. Thieves are 
searching for crimes of opportunity and such decor el-
ements give a burglar more time to hide and plot their 
method of entry. The best defense is a clear view of 
your front porch.
Valuables in the open help them decide on a target.

Keep your expensive items out of sight. You’re 
making it too easy for a burglar by advertising the 
type of valuables they can steal. Don’t leave a new 
computer in front of your first floor kitchen windows, 
laptops on your living room ottoman or even a nice car 
within clear sight of the street. Key hooks, especially 
with labeled keys, need to be out of sight of windows.

Also, leave large family calendars out of view. 
You’re inviting a break-in by detailing when you will be 
away. Mail or other personal information left in plain 
view is a gold mine for a criminal looking to easily steal 
your identity.

Using these tips can help you protect your home 
from break-ins. Also, be sure to research crime rates 
and trends in your neighborhood and state.    

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, 
can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Real-
tors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in 
Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independent-
ly owned and operated company. Visit the company 
website at www.gardnerRealtors.com.

Going the do-it-
yourself route instead 
of paying a profes-
sional for home mainte-

nance and repair projects is a trend we see these days. 
Whether it is because of the unlimited help information 
available or for budget reasons, it needs to be a good 
decision.

Is doing it yourself actually a smart money-saving 
move?

It’s true that home-improvement products have 
become much more “user-friendly.” The amount of ma-
terial and instructions available on the Internet and the 
helpful seminars given by big box stores have changed 
things. But even though a DIY project may be easier 
than in the past, it could still wind up costing you more 
money and aggravation. So before you get out a tool kit 
and put on your work clothes, make sure you ask your-
self the following three questions below.

Do I really know what I’m doing? You need to be 
honest. If you botch a DIY project, you might wind up 
paying big bucks to hire a pro to fix the damage you’ve 
done. Even if all goes well, the cost of buying or renting 
equipment could gobble up any of the money saved on 
labor costs.

For example, taking what should have been a 
simple plumbing repair job can easily turn into a big 
deal. Not identifying the correct parts and materials 
before you isolate the water supply or not having the 
correct tools on hand can delay completion and might 

leave you without water. If you eventually need to call a 
plumber to the rescue, if needed on a weekend you will 
pay double-time emergency rate.

Could I hurt myself or my house?
Mental anguish and embarrassment are bad 

enough. But a DIY accident can also result in a serious 
injury and rack up medical bills that far exceed the ex-
pense of hiring a professional. Homeowners who don’t 
know what they’re doing can also cause damage that’s 
difficult and costly to repair.

The experts say there are three types of projects 
you should avoid.

Removing large amounts of lead paint. Legal 
requirements and health concerns make this job un-
suitable for weekend warriors. It requires special equip-
ment, so it’s best left to a professional.

Altering or adjusting electrical and plumbing 
lines. If you’re not well-versed in those skills and local 
building code requirements, your gaffes could get you 
entangled in bureaucratic red tape and extreme danger. 
Shoddy electrical work is a common cause of fire.

Two-story ladder or scaffolding work. Whether 
you’re clearing gutters or replacing shingles, the risk of 
a fall is simply too great to justify saving a few bucks.

The last question to ask yourself is “What is 
my time worth?”

Don’t jump into a DIY project just because it won’t 
cost you as much as hiring a pro to do the job. You have 
to look at your time as well as your money, especially if 

Do it yourself or not
By Dan Dormady

Home

 next page
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Here are a few tips for those having problems sleeping at night in summertime 
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

If you live in the 
southern part of the 
country, then you know 
there’s nothing more 

frustrating than getting into a set of hot, sticky sheets 
and tossing and turning all night in a warm bedroom. 
Many of us don’t know but there is a scientific reason 
why our body sleeps poorly in a hot bedroom. It deals 
with a minor difference between our core body tem-
peratures and the room temperature which triggers 
a sleepless night in most of us. To be able to have a 
good night sleep the optimal temperature of the room 
should be around 70°F. As part of our body’s natural 
internal rhythm and cycle, our core temperature 
drops about a half a degree at night, a cooler bedroom 
helps to make this dip happen. This would ultimately 
lead to a more restful sleep during the night.

In addition to regular sleep hygiene tips and 
behaviors that promote a good night’s sleep, here are 
more tips that can be implemented for a better night-
time sleep to try this summer.

Get a dehumidifier. The humidity level rises 
during heat waves and this would lead to discom-
fort level in a room. Sweat accumulates on our skin. 
A dehumidifier squeezes the moisture out of the air 
making the air feel less heavy so the sweat actually 
evaporates into the air.

Use breathable fabrics. Make sure the pajamas 
that you wear are made from light and breathable fab-
rics like cotton and linen. If you have a foam mattress 
top or pillow, put it away as foam absorbs heat and 
therefore will make you feel like you’re sleeping in a 
warm bed.

Stick your feet out of the covers. It sounds silly 

but the body dissipates heat through the scalp, skin 
and bottoms of our feet, essentially anywhere there 
is an abundance of blood vessels which would help 
release the heat. This method of sticking your feet 
out of the covers will help you to trap and direct heat 
outwards.

Eat a small meal. Eating a heavy meal or a feast 
before going to bed makes our metabolic system work 
harder therefore making it utilize energy within our 
body that increases our core body temperature. Try to 
only eat a very small snack before bedtime which will 
help keep the metabolic rate and body temperature 
in check so you will still feel sleepy.

Close those blinds. To keep the room cooler, 
simply go ahead and close the blinds during the day. 
This will help with blocking out the sun’s rays which 
means a cooler atmosphere when it is time for you 
to sleep.

Sleep on a lower level of the house. You may 
notice during the summertime that upstairs is much 
hotter than downstairs. That’s because heat rises up-
wards. You can avoid sleeping in hotter temperature 
by sleeping downstairs on the first floor.  

Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D. Louisiana na-
tive is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist who re-
ceived his undergraduate degree at LSU-Shreveport, 
completed his residency at LSU-HSC in New Orleans 
and fellowship in sleep medicine at Thomas Jeffer-
son University Hospital in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania. Dr. Cheema is the medical director at Sleep 
Center of New Orleans (SCONO), located at 4232 
Williams Boulevard, Suite 108, the first of its kind 
accredited by the American Academy of Sleep Medi-

cine (AASM) for treating children and adults with 
any of sleep-related conditions. Dr. Cheema is board 
certified in family medicine by the American Board 
of Family Medicine and currently practices pediat-

ric/adult sleep medicine in the metro New Orleans 
area. To schedule an appointment call the Sleep Cen-
ter at 405-5582 or visit the websites, www.myscono.
com or www.sleep4mykids.com.

Sleep Center of New Orleans
TREATING ADULTS AND CHILDREN

Time to Stop Waking Up
Ready for A Nap!

NOW OPEN!

SLEEP CENTER of NEW ORLEANS 
Treating adults and children 
 
“SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a 
healthy life. We want to improve your productivity at work or school and enhance your 
mood and concentration, by implementing evidence based sleep medicine.” 

- Mohammad Cheema, M.D. 
 
 
 
4232 Williams Blvd. Suite #108 * Kenner 
405-5582 
 

 
 
 
 
M – TH Open 8:30 - 4:30  
Fri & Sat –By appointment only 
 
CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION 
 
Evaluation and treatment of sleep disorders 
Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea) 
Circadian rhythm sleep disorder 
Excessive daytime sleepiness 
Narcolepsy with cataplexy 
Restless leg syndrome 
Insomnia 
 

4232 WILLIAMS BLVD. SUITE #108 • KENNER

M-TH OPEN 8:30-4:30 

WWW.MYSCONO.COM or 
WWW.SLEEP4MYKIDS.COM

405-5582

Visit us online or
call today for an evaluation

Sleep better ..... Live better

SCONO HAS ONE FOCUS: 
How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a healthy life. 

We want to improve your productivity at work or school, enhance your mood 
and concentration, by implementing evidence-based sleep medicine.”

                                  - Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

SCONO’S STATE-OF-THE-ART 
SLEEP CENTER PROVIDES

•  Sleep-related breathing disorders 
(Sleep apnea)

• Circadian rhythm sleep disorder

•  Excessive daytime sleepiness

•  Narcolepsy with cataplexy

• Restless leg syndrome

• Insomnia

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001

Cell 504.250.1610

Office 504.883.5252

Fax 504.883.5172

dkorn504@gmail.com
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Metairie • 4917 Hearst St, Unit 102
$105,000
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Do it yourself or not
By Dan Dormady

you’re making a healthy income and don’t have a whole lot 
of free time.

If it would take you 10 hours to complete a task that 
a pro would do for $250, you’re valuing your time at $25 an 
hour. If your salary is more like $50 an hour, the DIY ap-
proach isn’t worthwhile.

Another way to answer the question “To DIY or not to 
DIY?” is to ask yourself whether this is the best way to spend 
your free time. If the answer is no and you have disposable 

income it’s probably smart to outsource any projects 
you won’t enjoy.   

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional 
engineer and licensed home inspector and the 
president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a lo-
cally owned consulting engineering firm special-
izing in residential and commercial building in-
spection services. Dormady can be reached at 456-
6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at 
criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady 
Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Dormady
 from previous page
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Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Acade-
my’s third grade class raised $1,200 for the Kenner 
Food Bank through an “Empty Bowl Project.”

The lesson stemmed from a design thinking 
for social innovation project planned to have the 
students solve a problem in their community. The 
third grade teachers worked with the students to 
choose a relevant topic for the students – child-
hood hunger.

All design thinking begins with a problem. 
The teachers first planned lessons to educate 
the students about hunger in the country, but 
also in their own community. Students then 
learned statistics, facts, how hunger affects the 
body and the difficulties of grocery shopping on 
a budget. When it came time to find a solution 
to the problem, students brainstormed different 

ideas, and it was decided the students would con-
duct an “Empty Bowl Project.”

Empty bowls are used to represent those 
going without food and are typically sold or auc-
tioned to raise money. In art class, every third 
grade student handcrafted and painted their own 
coil bowl out of clay. Then, on May 17, 2017, the 
teachers invited student’s family members and 
other faculty to attend “Empty Bowl Night.” At 

“Empty Bowl Night,” all of the student’s bowls were 
on display. Each student delivered a persuasive 
speech on why it was important to raise money for 
the cause. The bowls were then auctioned off and 
100 percent of the proceeds were donated to the 
local Kenner Food Bank.   

Kenner Discovery third grade students raise 
$1,200 for Kenner Food Bank

Community

By now it is well 
known that FNBC was 
closed by the office of 
financial institutions. 

Fortunately, the system worked and no individual 
depositors lost money. We are fortunate to live in a 
country with a system of bank resolution and supervi-
sion that can handle problems efficiently. The cost of 
bank closures is not paid for by taxpayers, but rather 
by the banking industry. Every bank pays an assess-
ment to the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
to cover the cost of deposit insurance and the cost of 
bank failures.

It is always unfortunate when a business closes. 
The employees typically lose their jobs, owners lose 
their investment and customer and vendor relation-
ships are disrupted

When a bank closes, these problems are mul-
tiplied due to the scale of the business. We will miss 
FNBC. We had friends who worked there. We have 
nonprofits in this area who received substantial help 
from them and a large number of loans were made 
and buildings built with their help.

Listed below are the most common issues that 
former FNBC customers have asked about.

For those who had both a CD and a checking 
account, Whitney took over the checking account but 
checks were mailed from the FDIC to customers who 
had CDs. First, Whitney did not take anything, they 
assumed the checking account deposits as part of a 
government resolution process. Assuming the check-
ing accounts meant that there was no disruption in 

bill payment or automatic deposits. The certificates 
of deposit were another matter. Because of FNBC’s 
rapid growth, they tended to pay slightly higher CD 
rates than the normal market. Because those rates 
were above market the FDIC returned the money to 
the depositors.

If you received a check for your CD, now is the 
time to reinvest. You may choose another CD or you 
could look at something like investing in the stock 
market. Take your time to consider your needs be-
fore reinvesting. We recommend a laddered maturity 
schedule where your CDs come due at different times. 
A good local community banker can explain this strat-
egy to you.

In this FNBC resolution, the FDIC retained 
most of the loans. This means that you will get a letter 
from the government telling you that if you had a line 
of credit, the government will freeze the line and not 
advance any more money.

If your loan was a term loan with regular pay-
ments, you are under no obligation to refinance. If you 
like the rate and terms, keep making your payments. 
The government can’t make you refinance until the 
loan matures.

If your loan was a line of credit and you need 
access to the line, you will need to refinance. The gov-
ernment will not advance any additional funds. There 
are a number of good local lenders in this market, so 
find the best fit for you.

Finally, if you were having problems paying your 
loan, don’t panic. Many people feel that the govern-
ment will come crashing down like a ton of bricks but 

Banking news
By Guy Williams

Ride to a branch or go online.   |   GULFBANK.COM   |   800.223.2060

Ask a Banker to Learn More. 

GCB_KStarFreeChecking17.indd   1 12/14/16   11:41 AM

it won’t. They will assign your loan to a collector and 
if need be, to an attorney. If you need to negotiate a 
short sale or can only repay a portion of your loan, 
don’t despair. The government will negotiate. They 
don’t like to, but they have been through this before 
and know that not every loan can be paid in full. If all 
the loans were good, the bank wouldn’t have closed. 
If you can’t reach a resolution with the government, 
there is a good chance that the FDIC will sell your 
loan to loan buyer. If they do, you can restart the nega-
tion with the new buyer.

It is always sad to lose a local business. Think 
of the Benny Grunch and the Bunch song, “Aint 

Dere No More.” We will miss FNBC and we will do 
all that we can to ease the suffering for the former 
employees and customers.   

Guy Williams is president and chief execu-
tive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. 
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Wil-
liams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president 
and branch manager can be contacted at 565-3656. 
Brian Behlar, vice president and commercial lend-
er, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast 
Bank and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.
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Students in Jefferson Parish can now apply to be part of two new 
STEM schools. The Jefferson Parish Public School System is accepting 
applications for its STEM Magnet Program for the 2017-2018 school year. 
The application window opened May 16, 2017 and closes July 14, 2017.

STEM schools are designed to provide a curriculum and learning 
experience which is based on educating students in four specific dis-
ciplines – science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) 

— in an interdisciplinary and applied approach. There is an emphasis 
on engaging students in inquiry-based learning focused on solving real-
world problems. Students are working productively as teams, using 
the engineering design process and engaging in cross-curricular and 
project-based learning.

Opportunities are provided to take STEM education beyond the 
classroom, to connect STEM learning to careers, to promote lifelong 
learning and to create a STEM-educated workforce that can meet the 

demands of business in an increasingly complex and technology-driven 
economy.

East Bank residents can apply for the STEM program offered at 
Washington Elementary, formerly Washington Montessori, located at 
606 Clay Street in Kenner with grades pre-kindergarten through fifth 
grade. West Bank residents can apply for the STEM program offered at 
Judge Lionel Collins Elementary, formerly Collins Montessori, in Mar-
rero, with pre-kindergarten through fifth grades. Parents must hand 
deliver a completed application to the JPPSS Compliance Office at 501 
Manhattan Boulevard, Suite 1100, in Harvey. The application deadline 
is July 14, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. An application can be downloaded at jp-
schools.org. For more information call 365-5312. The application period 
for all other JPPSS Magnet Programs for 2017-2018 is closed.   

JPPSS accepting applications for 2017-2018 STEM Magnet 
Programs

See why State Farm® insures more 
drivers than GEICO and Progressive 
combined. Great service, plus 
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, then 
talk to me.

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1001174.1

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA  70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

875-2888

 SABELLA’S
 PLUMBING
        SMALL JOBS

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•
Residential Repairs

Servicing Metairie & Kenner

Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

This is the message I related at each 
of the JPPSS Class of 2017 graduation cer-
emonies.

Today marks the end of a long 
journey that started way back in kindergarten or pre-k. You’ve made 
friends…you’ve overcome obstacles…and here you are, ready to gradu-
ate together as the “Class of 2017.”

Take note of today…it’s a day you will always remember.
Over the next few minutes, I want to talk with you about something 

that I imagine is on your mind and the minds of your parents and family 
here today.

“What’s next?” What plans do you have – and should you have – 
once you walk across this stage as a high school graduate?

I want to encourage all of you to take that “Next step” to further 
your education after today. A high school diploma is a great accomplish-
ment…but it is a foundation for success. Whether its college…a trade 
school…or the military…build onto what you’ve earned here today.

About 45 years ago, only 25 percent of the jobs required you to have 
education beyond high school. The reality of today’s workplace is much 

different. By next year, 62 percent of all jobs will require some sort of 
education after high school…and that number is only going to grow.

Celebrate today’s accomplishment. You’ve most definitely earned 
it. But after a week of celebrating – or maybe two – get ready to take 
that next step in your life.

I’ll close with a quote from Martin Luther King, Jr. He said that 
“faith is taking the first step even when you don’t see the whole stair-
case.”

Success in school tends to progress in a linear fashion. Come to 
school…do your work…move onto the next grade. Your goal, that thing 
that sits at the top of the staircase, is to be where you are today. The 
steps required to graduate are laid out before you from your first day of 
kindergarten and pre-k.

Success in life doesn’t always work that way. You may show up and 
do the work, only to miss out on that opportunity you feel you deserve. 
There will also be times when you have to step left or right, or even take 
a step back, in order to achieve your goals.

The most important thing to remember is that you have to keep 
moving towards your goals in life….even when your goals change or 

turn out to be something completely unexpected. Seize the opportuni-
ties in your life, by having the faith and courage to take the next step.

Thank you and congratulations Class of 2017.   

Isaac G. Joseph is the first African American superintendent of 
the Jefferson Parish Public School System (JPPSS); the largest and 
most diverse school district in Louisiana serving 48,000 students. Dur-
ing his 30 year career with the district, Joseph served as an educator, 
dean of student services, principal, assistant superintendent of hu-
man resources and executive director of grants and federal programs.

Take the next step
By Isaac G. Joseph – Jefferson Parish Public School System Superintendent

The Jefferson Parish Public School System will hold a second Ad-
vanced Study Academies application window from June 12 until June 
23, 2017. This two week window is for ASAs that still have openings for 
the 2017-2018 school year. Openings are only available in fourth grade 
through 12th. Admission for 2017-2018 has been completed for grades 
pre-k through third grade. To see which schools have openings, visit jp-
schools.org or call 349-7792.

Applications will be available on June 9 at the JPPSS Admin-
istration Building at 501 Manhattan Boulevard in Harvey, at the Paul 
Emenes Building at 822 South Clearview Parkway in Elmwood, and on 
the district website, jpschools.org. Applications must be completed, in-
clude all required documents and hand delivered to either the JPPSS 
Administration Building or the Paul Emenes Building.

Applications can be submitted from 8:00 a.m. June 12 until noon 

on June 23. The office hours at both locations are 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. Special office hours of 8:00 a.m. to noon will be 
held on Saturday, June 17. For more information, call 349-7792.

Advanced Study Academies are designed to expose the most high-
ly capable students to a challenging, rigorous and accelerated curricu-
lum. The academies focus on high-potential students who are successful 
in gaining admission through the ASA admissions process.

Successful candidates are challenged with opportunities in ab-
stract thinking, problem solving, and the use of higher order thinking 
skills. Our academies employ a school-wide enrichment model and use 
project-based, hands-on instructional techniques. Students are highly 
engaged through differentiated instruction and are working at least one 
grade level ahead of other students in their age group and grade place-
ment.   

JPPSS announces second advanced study academies 
application period for 2017-2018

COMING IN AUGUST! 
Kenner Parks and Recreations  

Fall 2017 Leisure Service Programs 
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This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight:  
A.C. Alexander Elementary

A.C. Alexander Elementary provides a varied, 
meaningful, and challenging academic 
program for all students in a safe, secure, 
welcoming environment. This B-rated school 
prides itself on supporting all students on 
their road to success.

The students of Alexander are provided with 
the knowledge to become successful and 
active community members as a result of the 
engaging teaching methods of its certified 
teachers. Alexander believes in educating the whole child. Students engage with top technology 
such as Promethean Boards, a computer lab, i-Ready individualized intervention program, diverse 
lesson plans, and a Healthy Choice Lifestyles PE program. Alexander’s faculty and staff strive to 
make learning fun and engaging for all of its students by providing them with educational tools 
that are useful and beneficial to become lifelong learners.

The principal of A.C. Alexander Elementary 
is Leslie Harrison. Alexander Elementary 
is represented on the Jefferson Parish 
School Board by District IX member Sandy 
Denapolis-Bosarge. Alexander Elementary 
is located at 600 W. Esplanade Ave. in 
Kenner. For more information on Alexander 
Elementary, call 504-469-7326 or visit 
Alexander.jpschools.org. 

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates 

Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle, 

Schneckenburger Elementary, Washington Montessori, G. T. Woods Elementary

It was simply a 
matter of time.

Back in the 
late 1990s, the Jim 

Finks/Jim Mora era New Orleans Saints became 
eligible for the Saints Hall of Fame and were in-
ducted annually over a period of time covering 
nearly a decade.

That was a direct result of the first winning 
season and extended period of winning teams, 
including four playoff appearances.

From “The Dome Patrol” of Rickey Jackson, 
Sam Mills, Vaughan Johnson and Pat Swilling to 
defenders Dave Waymer, Frank Warren and Jim 
Wilks to offensive stars Stan Brock, Eric Martin, 
Dalton Hilliard, Jim Dombrowski, Joel Hilgen-
bert, Reuben Mayes, Bobby Hebert and Hoby 
Brenner, the parade of significant contributors 
to the success of the Saints flowed into the mu-
seum as inductees.

Fast forward to the present.
The Mickey Loomis/Sean Payton era is set 

to kick into full gear as an invasion to the Saints 
Hall of Fame Museum at the Mercedes-Benz Su-
perdome and rightfully so.

The era will always be defined by the Super 
Bowl XLIV championship in the 2009 season.

The floodgates opened with the induction of 
the late Will Smith in 2016 and the train marches 
on full speed with the election of Jonathan Vilma 
and Carl Nicks as the Class of 2017 for the Saints 
Hall of Fame.

The announcement of Vilma and Nicks was 
made on May 23, 2017 at a press conference at 

the museum. Jay Romig, the longest tenured 
employee of the New Orleans Saints (over four 
decades) will receive the prestigious Joe Gemelli 
Fleur de Lis award for his many contributions to 
the organization.

Vilma and offensive lineman Carl Nicks will 
become the 48th and 49th inductees into the 
Hall of Fame, which opened in July of 1988 in 
Rivertown, Kenner.

Vilma and Nicks were leaders on the Super 
Bowl championship team and subsequent playoff 
teams in 2010 and 2011.

“We were all on the same page and having 
53 guys on the same page is really hard to do,” 
Vilma said of the championship team, “but when 
it’s there and it clicks and it’s working and it’s 
rolling and it’s functional there’s nothing better. 
That camaraderie will stay with me for the rest of 
my life. I enjoyed every minute I had here.”

Vilma was chosen by the New York Jets in 
the first round of the 2004 NFL draft and played 
for the Jets for four seasons. While Vilma made 
a Pro Bowl with the Jets, he expressed frustra-
tion over the lack of any deep tie to the market 
and organization. That came after a tremendous 
experience at the University of Miami, which he 
cherishes to this day.

Vilma saw his NFL fortunes change dramat-
ically when he was traded to New Orleans during 
the 2008 off-season.

“When I got here it was like a breath of fresh 
air,” Vilma said. “I felt an immediate connection 
to the players and coaches. It really felt like 
home, like it did in Miami again. It was a perfect 

situation for me.”
Vilma became the defensive captain and 

signal-caller for Gregg Williams defense. By 2009, 
the Saints forced an astonishing 45 turnovers. 
Suddenly, the Saints had a potent defense to pair 
with its prolific offense. The result was predict-
able ending with a Super Bowl victory, appropri-
ately for Vilma, in Miami.

While Vilma is deeply appreciative of Nicks 
and the many teammates he had in New Orleans, 
he reserved special praise for one.

“Drew Brees was the best teammate that I 
ever had,” Vilma said. “There are some people 
who just naturally make you take your game 
up a notch. He was one of those guys. He knew 
how competitive I was. He’s extremely competi-
tive. I hope I helped him bring his game up. He 
certainly brought my game up a notch. It was an 
honor to play with him. He is clearly one of the 
best ever.”

Vilma cited Nicks, along with Marques 
Colston, Scott Fujita and Scott Shanle and Jona-
than Casillas as outstanding teammates and 
reserved special praise for another prominent 
teammate.

“They worked really hard and they were awe-
some teammates and they were good players,” 
Vilma said. “Being a winning football team at the 
highest level requires everyone playing as one. 
That’s who we were. We had talent and we had 
camaraderie. That made us a tough team to beat.”

Vilma singled out another special team-
mate on the other side of the football.

“You look at Pierre Thomas and one person 
couldn’t tackle him, he would always break a 
tackle.” Vilma said. “That’s just about him and 
what’s inside of him. He had incredible desire 
and maximized his potential. To have so many 
guys on the same team like that, it was really 
special.”

After going 8-8 in Vilma’s first season, the 
Saints took the giant step forward to becoming 
a championship team in 2009, opening with 13 
consecutive victories.

“It was magical from the start,” Vilma said. 
“We jelled so quickly,” Vilma said. “Everything 
came together and clicked and we knew we were 
on the way to something special.”

Nicks came to the Saints as a modest fifth-
round draft choice out of Nebraska in 2008. He 
would have been drafted much higher but off-
the-field issues curtailed his draft stock. The 
Saints took a chance on him and got the bargain 
of a lifetime on a player who became virtually the 
best, if not one of the best guards in the NFL.

“Coach Payton called me and wanted to 
know why I was still on the board,” Nicks said. 

“We had a long conversation. At the end of the 
conversation he was like, “we’re going to draft 
you – fifth-round pick.” I said, “Thanks.” While 
everyone in my house was happy for me, I was 
disappointed. I thought that I have something to 
prove to people that I’m worth what they thought 
I was.”

Nicks would prove his point.
“It worked out good,” Nicks laughed.
Nicks became a starter and a standout as 

a rookie and went on to be selected twice to the 
Pro Bowl and named first-team All-Pro once dur-
ing his four seasons in New Orleans. 

The Saints were a special team again in 
2011 but lost on a last minute touchdown at San 
Francisco, one game short of the NFC champion-
ship game with perhaps its most talented team.

Nicks left the organization as a free agent 
after the season and signed with Tampa Bay but 
injuries basically ended his career. Nick’s de-
parture was about money – the Saints could not 

afford to pay both him and fellow All-Pro guard 
Jahri Evans.

“It was strictly business,” Nicks said. “I fully 
understood. I wanted to stay with the Saints but 
I knew my next contract had to be the one where 
I made the money I lost while in college. The 
Saints could not match what the Bucs did. It was 
tough leaving. While I may have gone to Tampa, 
everyone knows where my heart is.”

Nicks remains full of appreciation and emo-
tion when talking about owner Tom Benson, Loo-
mis and Payton. He is emotional about his induc-
tion later this year.

“This is bigger than the Super Bowl,” Nicks 
said of his impending induction. “I didn’t cry at 
the birth of any of my children and I didn’t cry 
when we won the Super Bowl so I can’t cry now. 
I’m close, but I can’t. I owe everything to Mr. Ben-
son, Coach Payton and Mr. Loomis. They took a 
chance on me.”

The induction will take place on October 
28, 2017 in a late afternoon ceremony in Champi-
ons Square, preceding the annual Saints Hall of 
Fame Gala at Club XLIV and Encore indoors at 
The Square. They will be honored on the field at 
halftime of the Saints game against the Chicago 
Bears on October 29.

Romig joined the Saints in 1977 as an as-
sistant equipment manager and has held an al-
phabet soup of titles over his 41-year stint with 
the Saints, which continues as strong as ever. As 
you look through the museum, Romig is found in 
team pictures dating back to the late 1970s, dur-
ing his youth.

A Brother Martin graduate, Romig joins his 
father, the late Jerry Romig, as a recipient of the 
Gemelli award. Jerry served as the Saints public-
address announcer for 44 seasons. He was hon-
ored in 2009.

Now, his son is just three years away from 
serving the franchise as long as dad did. Jay’s 
brother, Mark is keeping the family tradition 
alive as the current team public address an-
nouncer, along with sister Mary Beth, who serves 
as Mark’s spotter in the PA booth.

“I don’t feel like I have a job,” Romig said. “I 
feel like what I do every day is fun. This has been 
such a huge part of my life and my family’s life.”

Jay made mention that when his father was 
honored with the Fleur de Lis award, the Saints 
went on to win the Super Bowl.

“Maybe that’s a premonition,” he said. “I 
sure hope so. I know the team is working hard 
and will be better. Dad is watching.”

We will all be watching the induction of 
three superb contributors to the history of the 
New Orleans Saints on October 28 as a class 
totally worthy of the 30th year of the museum, 
which has been in the Mercedes-Benz Super-
dome since 2007.    

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of 
WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and gen-
eral manager of www.SportsNola.com and hosts 

“Sportsnola TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. 
on WHNO, TV 20. Trahan is the general manag-
er and chairman of the board of the Saints Hall 
of Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Super-
dome, runs the Life Resources Sports Ministry 
and hosts All Access SportsTalk on WGSO, 990 
AM and WGSO.com on Monday, Thursday and 
Friday at 6:05 p.m. as well as “The Three Tail-
gaters Show” on Saturday morning from 10:05 
a.m. to noon with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille.

Vilma, Nicks, Romig comprise Saints Hall of Fame Class of 2017
By Ken Trahan
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Advertise in the

468-9125

SAVINGS!

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes 
Shocks • Air Conditioner 

Work Struts • Brake Service 
Batteries • Belts • Hoses

 Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

PURCHASE OF $400 OR MORE PURCHASE OF $500 OR MORE
Must be presented at time of purchase, tire purchases must include nitrogen 

and road hazard protection plan, gift certifi cates excluded

★ OPEN SATURDAYS!  ★  8:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. ★

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Friday

8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SATURDAYS

www.scottystireandauto.com

EXPIRES 
6/30/17

PURCHASE OF $500 OR MOREPURCHASE OF $500 OR MOREPURCHASE OF $500 OR MOREPURCHASE OF $400 OR MOREPURCHASE OF $400 OR MOREPURCHASE OF $400 OR MORE

SCHOOL’s
OUT

Entertainment
Dads are winners this June at Treasure Chest
By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager 

As your neigh-
borhood casino, your 
father asked us to 
kindly tell you that if 

you get him another tie for Father’s Day, he might 
just disown you. He was laughing when he said it so 
he might have been joking…but it didn’t sound like 
he was joking. So just to be on the safe side, we’ve got 
some great stuff planned this Father’s Day.

But before we get to that, we have a big an-
nouncement this month. The “Progressive Payday 
Giveaway” has grown so big that we absolutely, 
positively have to award the top prize this month. 
On Saturday, June 24, 20 winners will be selected 
between 8:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. to win $250 slot
dollars! Then at 11:30 p.m., all qualifiers will select 

an envelope containing $250 up to $50,000 slot dol-
lars! That’s right, one winner is guaranteed to win 
$50,000 slot dollars! I know what 
you’re thinking. What-
ever you win 
with those 
slot Dol-
lars could 
maybe buy 
Dad a lot of 
ties, but again…
don’t do that. He will 
not like it.

Instead, get Dad what you know he likes – a 
day at Treasure Chest Casino playing his favorite 
slots, some great BBQ and a cold beer! From 10:00 

a.m. to 10:00 p.m. on Father’s Day, Sunday, June 18, 
you and/or Dad can get seven times points when 

you play your favorite slots! Plus, 1,000 B 
Connected accounts will 

be loaded with $200 
slot dollars! Then, 

when it’s time 
to eat (and let’s 
face it, with Dad 

it’s always time to 
eat), get to the Trea-

sure Island Buffet from 10:00 
a.m. to 9:00 p.m. for a delicious buffet featuring 

some of Dad’s favorite BBQ served up with an ice 
cold beer for only $25.99!

Dad hasn’t had a Father’s Day this good since 

that year your gift was to leave him alone for the en-
tire day. We look forward to serving you and Dad this 
June at Treasure Chest and as always, we’ll see you 
on the lake!

As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 
21 or older to enter the casino and become a B Con-
nected member. Membership is free and rules and 
restrictions apply. $50,000 “Progressive” prize as-
sumes prize of $40,000 was not won in May 2017.  

Mike Garms is the Treasure Chest Casino Gen-
eral Manager. Treasure Chest Casino is located at 
5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pon-
tchartrain. Visit the website at www.treasurechest-
casino.com or call 443-8000.  

Free live entertainment in June at Treasure 
Chest Casino

Treasure Chest Casino offers free live enter-
tainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. 
Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 
5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is 
open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from 
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. 

The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the 
casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, 
for more information.

Below is a list of entertainment with schedule 
and times subject to change.   

Thurs., June 1
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

No Idea

Fri., June 2
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Will Cooper &  
Southern Groove

Sat., June 3
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Cullen Landry & 

The Midnight  
Streetcar 

Sun., June 4
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., June 7
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., June 8
7:00 p.m.-11:00 a.m.

Foret Tradition

Fri., June 9
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
The Benchwarmers

Sat., June 10
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Mojeaux

Sun., June 11
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., June 14
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., June 15
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Topcats

Fri., June 16
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Ruff N Ready 

Sat., June 17
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

The Blenderz Band

Sun., June 18
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., June 21
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., June 22
Closed Private Party

Fri., June 23
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

John Pierre &  
Expressions 

Sat., June 24
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

New Suit

Sun., June 25
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., June 28
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., June 29
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Foret Tradition

Fri., June 30
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Witness
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Latin American News
Hurricane preparedness    
By Rafael E. Saddy

The 2017 hur-
ricane season is upon 
us and emergencies 

or disasters could, individually or in combination, cre-
ate dire conditions to us varying in scope and intensity 
from causing minimal damage locally, in a multi-parish 

or state-wide area with the possibility of extensive dev-
astation and loss of life.

The state of Louisiana has the primary respon-
sibility to develop emergency management plans for 
incidents and or disasters, but they are only as good as 
we understand them and how we prepare to protect 
our property and life. The initial actions of prevention, 

mitigation, preparedness and response and recovery in 
most cases are conducted by our local government, if 
the event necessitates a formal declaration of a state of 
emergency. City officials will make notifications to Jef-
ferson Parish governing authority and emergency man-
agement officials. It the event necessitates a formal 
declaration of a state of emergency by parish officials, 
notification will be made to the parish president and 
the governor’s office. Assistance by the state will be 
given when it is determined that the disaster or emer-
gency is beyond parish and local capabilities to cope 
with the disaster or emergency. Federal assistance will 
supplement state and a local effort with it is beyond 
their capability to cope with the disaster or emergency.

A “voluntary” evacuation is when the threat of 
lives is not yet imminent but conditions exist or may 
exist in the near future.

A “mandatory” evacuation is when danger is emi-
nent and conditions exist that seriously endanger the 
lives of those in a defined area.

A “forced” evacuation is issued as a last resort 
when a disaster or emergency has been declared and 
danger of loss of life is imminent.

Weather-related safety is to prepare for the risk 
and to act on that preparation when alerted by the 
emergency officials. These essential preparations, to 
mention a few, are knowing if you live in an evacuation 
area or flood area, keeping a list of contact informa-
tion in the event of an evacuation, putting together a 
basic disaster supplies kit and registering anyone with 
special medical needs with the proper authorities. Busi-
ness owners should make sure to sign up for re-entry 
placards.

In an effort to assist the Hispanic community to 
better prepare themselves, listed below are several of 
the key organizations that offer bilingual services that 
can refer you to the appropriate organization for assis-
tance.

American Red Cross: 620-3105 – Nation’s premier 
emergency response organization.

Attorney General State Office: 225-326-6386 – 
Consumer complaints, crime, health issues, charities 
and more.

Hispanic Apostolate: 457-3462 – Provides many 
bilingual social services to Hispanics and other immi-

grants in the New Orleans area.
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (HCCL): 885-

4262 – HCCL has recognized the new challenges that 
face Hispanics who have moved into the region and are 
predominantly engaged in rebuilding the area.

Kenner Emergency Management Department: 
471-2100 – The mission of Kenner’s Emergency Manage-
ment Department is to coordinate emergency prepared-
ness functions across all municipal agencies and to 
provide timely and relevant information to government 
officials and the public on dealing with hazards and di-
sasters.

Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana: 
464-4619 - A Louisiana nonprofit corporation and was 
established for educational and charitable purposes, 
including the promotion of education, advocacy and 
assistance for the wellbeing of the Latin American com-
munity. 

Community announcements
July 12 – Hispanic Chamber of Commerce invites 

you to its Tri-chamber Networking Event from 5:30 p.m. 
- 7:30 p.m. at the Elmwood Self Storage and Wine Cellar. 
For information call 885-4262.

August 12 – In Kenner, for the seventeenth con-
secutive year, the Asociación Nicaragüense de Louisi-
ana (ANDELA) will present El Tope de Santo Domingo 
(Saint Dominick Fest). The event will be held on Satur-
day, August 12, from 3:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. at the Ken-
ner Heritage Park, located at 303 Williams Boulevard. 
For more information call 466-1483.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center 
offers various programs as well as access to information 
and referrals for all sorts of issues. For information call 
469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable channel 
76 or U-verse channel 99) has Hispanic TV programs 
every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. 
For more information and program schedule, go to www.
kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner TV logo or go to 
the Kenner TV Face book/You Tube page.

I leave you with this thought. “We cannot stop 
natural disasters but we can arm ourselves with knowl-
edge: so many lives wouldn’t have to be lost if there was 
enough disaster preparedness.”   

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for 
the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana 
(LACAL) and serves on the governing board of direc-
tors of Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy 
at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be 
sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284. 

either be repaired or demolished.
Corporate representatives of Auburndale Prop-

erties, which represents J L Holdings, met with city 
officials on May 22, 2017, to discuss the owner’s plans 
to remedy the blight associated with its unkempt shop-
ping center property in North Kenner.

“While I appreciate the assurances of the own-
ers that specific repairs will be made within the next 
60 days, I am also fully prepared to seek a demolition 
order on the derelict portions if those repairs are not 
complete within that time frame,” Kenner Mayor Ben 
Zahn said. The owner’s representative, who flew in 
from New Jersey for this meeting, agreed to paint the 
exterior of the buildings, replace and repair damaged 
walls, ceilings and floors panels, remove all visible 
graffiti, secure all windows and doors to prevent fur-
ther access and resolve all electrical issues, Zahn said.

“It is an ambitious plan” said Kenner Inspection 
and Code Enforcement Director Rick Walther, “and 

I do not doubt the owner’s sincerity. We want these 
properties back in commerce. But a 60-day reprieve 
from the May 22 meeting is all I can recommend to 
the mayor at this time.” The hearing on the 88 code 
violations has been continued until July 21. “That’s it” 
said Zahn. “Our citizens have been very patient. If J 
L Holdings, LLC really wants to be a good corporate 
citizen, they must literally put their money where their 
mouth is – into improving their property.”

A crackdown on both residential and commer-
cial blight has been one of Zahn’s highest priorities 
since taking office in January, as evidenced by the 
demolition in February 2017 of the long-vacant Eleva-
tions Lounge in the 3500 block of Williams Boulevard 
along with regular code sweeps throughout the city. 
Zahn said the entire Kenner City Council is equally 
committed to attacking blight and spurring economic 
development in the city, and Kenner District 4 Coun-
cilman Lenny Cline in particular strongly supported 
the actions the city has taken in regard to the Pavilion 
Shopping Center, which is located in his district.  

Pavilion
 from page 1

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate 
Title Transfers 
Refinances

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages 
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Expert closing assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this

We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie • 830-7979 • FAX 831-2609
Randy Lovitt

Century Title_0515.indd   1 4/26/15   6:13 PM

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads

Learn Leadership Skills

Be A Confi dent Public Speaker

Improve Profi tability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

The Executive 
Achievers Association meets 

for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Thursday, June 8 & 22
at Messina’s Catering, 

2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

For Networking Info Call:
Bob Rispolli (504) 453-7241
Sid Bullard (504) 512-5664

To RSVP Visit: www.KennerBusinessAssociation.com  

Join Us For Networking Thursday June 22nd 

2424 Williams Blvd Kenner, LA from 5:30 pm - 7:30pm
Great Food to Taste, and Refreshments to be Served

Wine Sponsored by Absolute Real Estate

Save The Date 
June 22nd
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Public Announcement

Eligible Properties

1)  Single family detached structures
2)  Structurally sound, i.e. does not 

have foundation issues
3)  Owner Occupied and serve as primary 

residence of applicant; vacant property 
is not eligible

4)  Homes that have an existing condition 
that prevents property from meeting 
local code, safety or HQS standards

REGULAR-OWNER OCCUPIED 
HOUSING REHABILITATION PROGRAM

The City of Kenner Community Development Department

IF THE NUMBER OF ELIGIBLE APPLICATIONS EXCEEDS
AVAILABLE FUNDS, A LOTTERY WILL BE CONDUCTED

For more information call Frances Turner, Program Administrator, 504-468-7588

E. “Ben” Zahn III
Mayor

Brenda Richard-Montgomery
Interim Director

Accepting Applications for the

Eligible Homeowners could receive grants up to $35,000.00 
to make needed repairs to their single-family homes

Who’s Eligible

1)  Household income must be at or 
below 50% of the Area Median 
Income as defi ned by HUD for 
reported household size

2)  Homeowners who live within the 
incorporated limits of the City of 
Kenner

3)  Homeowners who have clear title and 
ownership to the property

Program applications available online at www.kenner.la.us or at
CITY OF KENNER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

624 Williams Blvd., Kenner, LA 70065 • 504-468-7588

 
 

City of Kenner Community Development Department 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

For more information call Frances Turner, Program Administrator, 504-468-7588 

 

 

      

 
E. “BEN” ZAHN III              ARLEETA O. TERRELL      
MAYOR                                                                                                                   DIRECTOR  
    

Accepting Applications for the 
Regular-Owner Occupied Housing 

Rehabilitation Program 

1) Single family detached structures 
2) Structurally sound, i.e. does not 

have foundation issues 
3) Owner Occupied and serve as 

primary residence of applicant; 
vacant property is not eligible 

4) Homes that have an existing 
condition that prevents property 
from meeting local code, safety or 
HQS standards 

         

 Household income must be at or 
below 50% of the Area Median 
Income as defined by HUD for 
reported household size 

 Homeowners who live within the 
incorporated limits of the City of 
Kenner 

 Homeowners who have clear title 
and ownership to the property 

              ELIGIBLE PROPERTIES                  WHO’S ELIGIBLE 

 

IF THE NUMBER OF ELIGIBLE APPLICATIONS EXCEED AVAILABLE 
FUNDS, A LOTTERY WILL BE CONDUCTED  

 
 
 
 
 

  
The Repair on Wheels (ROW) housing assistance program offered in partnership with the VOA 
(Volunteers of America) assist income eligible homeowners with minor repairs to their home.  
Applicants must be Kenner homeowners who meet the following criteria 

 55 years of age or older 
 Income eligible 
 Single head of households 
 Disabled or physically impaired individuals 

The program provides home safety inspections, install smoke and carbon monoxide detectors and 
address minor home repairs such as fixing a leaking faucet, replacing a light switch receptacle, 
installing grab bars and building exterior handicap ramps. 

Applications will be available beginning June 1, 2017.  
To apply for assistance please call or visit one of the following Offices: 
 
MLK Resource Center  Hispanic Resource Center               Kenner Food Bank 
1042 31st Street                                  4312 Florida Avenue     341 Oxley St 
504-466-0697                                      504-469-2570                                       504-468-7204 
 
 
E. “Ben” Zahn III, Mayor                      Brenda Richard-Montgomery 
City of Kenner                      Interim Director 
 
 
 
 
This program is made possible in part by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program  

Public Notice 
City of Kenner 

 Department of Community Development 
Accepting Applications for the 

“Repair on Wheels” (ROW) Program 

Airport
Condor Airlines offers non-stop service from 
New Orleans to Frankfurt, Germany    

On May 3, 2017, Condor Airlines officially be-
gan seasonal, non-stop flights from New Orleans to 
Frankfurt, Germany. This route is the second Euro-
pean service to launch from New Orleans in 2017, 
returning trans-Atlantic service to the Gulf South 
region for the first time in more than three decades. 
Twice-weekly flights for the 2017 season will oper-
ate on Wednesdays and Sundays from May 3, 2017, 
through October 4, 2017, from Louis Armstrong New 
Orleans International Airport (MSY) to Frankfurt 
International Airport (FRA).With numerous part-
ner airlines, Condor offers flights beyond Frankfurt 
to over 120 destinations across Europe at very com-
petitive prices.

“I’m thrilled to have yet another non-stop trans-
Atlantic flight come to New Orleans,” said New 
Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu. “Non-stop flights 
to Frankfurt open a gateway to new international 
markets that will create jobs and new opportunities. 
In advance of our city’s tricentennial in 2018, New 
Orleans is poised for big things as we welcome more 
travelers from around the world to our world-class 
city.”

Condor will operate a Boeing 767-300ER with 
259 seats in business, premium and economy class-
es of service on this long-haul flight. All Condor pas-
sengers receive complimentary checked baggage, 
beverages, meals and in-flight entertainment. Con-
dor’s Business Class features reclining seats, a per-
sonal in-seat, premium touch-screen entertainment 
system, power and USB ports at every seat and gour-
met, five-course meals with complimentary wine, 
beer and cocktails. Business Class passengers also 
have access to priority check-in and business class 
lounges at most airports. Premium Class features 
seats with added legroom, leg rests and adjustable 
headrests, a premium in-flight, in-seat entertain-
ment system with an extended program, USB ports 
at every seat, premium meals and complimentary 
beverages.

“This is an exciting time for Condor as we con-
tinue to expand our route network in the important 
transatlantic market,” said Jens Boyd, Condor Di-
rector of Long Haul and Revenue Management. “We 
are pleased to bring Condor’s award-winning, three‐
class service at attractive prices to New Orleans and 
the Gulf-South Region. Furthermore, New Orleans, 
as the birthplace of Jazz, is a very attractive destina-
tion for European tourists. We are looking forward 
to bringing our European guests to this magical city. 
The demand for flights to the USA is increasing and 
we are really excited about this year’s new destina-

tions New Orleans, San Diego and Pittsburgh, in-
creasing our U.S. destinations to a total of 11 cities.”

Wednesday flights will depart Frankfurt at 
2:05 p.m. and arrive in New Orleans the same day 
at 6:10 p.m., and depart New Orleans at 8:00 p.m. on 
Wednesdays and arrive in Frankfurt at 12:45 p.m. on 
Thursdays. Flights on Sundays will depart Frankfurt 
at 5:30 p.m. and arrive in New Orleans same day 
at 9:35 p.m. and depart New Orleans at 11:45 p.m. 
on Sundays and arrive in Frankfurt at 4:30 p.m. on 
Mondays. Condor passengers can earn and redeem 
miles in the Star Alliance Miles and More Frequent 
Flyer program and Alaska Airlines’ MileagePlan. 
One-way fares start as low as $329. Tickets are now 
available at www.Condor.com and all other online 
travel sources.

Louis Armstrong New Orleans International 
Airport Interim Director of Aviation Mark Reis said, 

“Condor provides a unique service that gives people 
the ability to travel non-stop to Germany and con-
necting cities. This is our second European destina-
tion to a market that was among our top un-served 
international destinations. We are excited to help 
make travel easier with non-stop flights to places 
people are already going from New Orleans.”

Louisiana Lieutenant Governor Billy Nung-
esser, said, “Louisiana is a destination international 
visitors want to travel to as evidenced by the 36 
percent increase in international visitation to our 
state in 2015. Germany makes up nearly 10 percent 
of all international visitors to Louisiana. With the 
addition of this direct, seasonal Condor flight from 
Frankfurt, we expect to see that number increase 
as travel to our great state becomes easier for our 
international friends.”

New Orleans Aviation Board Chairwoman 
Cheryl Teamer, said, “New Orleans is more connect-
ed than ever. With this new international flight to 
Frankfurt, Germany, we continue to expand access 
to New Orleans for people throughout the world. We 
are thrilled to welcome Condor and this new service 
to Armstrong International.”

New Orleans Convention and Visitors Bureau 
President and Chief Executive Officer Stephen 
Perry said “The launch of the new Condor Airlines’ 
flights further enhances New Orleans’ continued ef-
fort to attract international travelers from Germany 
and the more than 120 connecting destinations 
across Europe. We look forward to sharing New Or-
leans’ authentic culture and unique traditions with 
new travelers from around the world.”   

The state grant was part of the state’s Trans-
portation Alternative Program, or TAP program, 
said Tom Knight, vice-president of Linfield, Hunter 
and Junius, Inc., the program managers for the Ken-
ner 2030 Program. The rest of the money for the 
new walking path extension, about $800,000, will 
come from the city’s 2030 Program.

“The path from Vintage Drive to the lake has 
been received very well and widely used,” Zahn said. 

“Extending the path even further will be a wonderful 
amenity for the people who live in the area, as well 
as visitors looking for a peaceful, beautiful location 
to enjoy the outdoors.”

The design for the project must include a way 
for pedestrians and bikers to safely get across the 

Vintage Canal and roadway for access between 
the existing section and the extension, Knight said. 
Once that issue is solved, state DOTD officials must 
sign off on the work.

Knight estimated the project could go out to 
bid around the spring of 2018. Construction is esti-
mated to take 15 to 18 months.

Kenner District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud 
said he believes improvements like the existing 
walking path and the planned extension offer resi-
dents a great reason to remain in Kenner and can 
act as a real enticement to new residents. But there 
is another significant benefit, he said. “It has been 
proven that this type of corridor redevelopment at-
tracts economic development,” Reynaud said. “So 
projects like this are truly an investment in the fu-
ture of this area.”   

Walking path
 from page 1
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ensure that the parents, relatives and friends watch-
ing practices or games would not have to sit for hours 
at a time under direct sunlight.

We have made numerous improvements to the 
gymnasium and all of the fields. We recently had the 
gymnasium repainted to the traditional Muss Berto-
lino colors. I find that it better catches the attention 
of people driving past the playground and is a source 
of pride for teams and others who use the park on a 
regular basis. I will continue to further improve the 
park for the safety of our children; it will be a contin-
uous effort to maintain and upgrade this important 
and popular facility.

I am happy to report that The Esplanade mall 
has some new stores that are wonderful. They have 
also begun updating their landscaping. In the past 
few months the mall has held a successful family-
orientated carnival with games, rides and food. It is 

a great place to enjoy a night out as a family. They 
have also hosted numerous bicycle races, too. If you 
have not visited the mall lately, I urge you to take a 
moment to stop in and see what they have to offer.

Lastly, I would like to thank the residents of 
District 4 as we continue to work hard to improve 
our city together. If my office can ever be of any assis-
tance, please do not hesitate to contact us by phone 
at 468-7251 or email district4@kenner.la.us.

You can also visit our Facebook page at “City of 
Kenner, District 4” for daily updates and projects in 
or around our district. If you would like to receive our 
monthly newsletter regarding news within District 4 
and citywide please send your email address and ask 
to be added to our mailing list.   

Kenner District 4 Councilman Leonard J. 
Cline’s office is located at 1801 Williams Boulevard 
in Building B, Suite 300 in Kenner. Councilman 
Cline can be reached at 468-7251 or by email at dis-
trict4@kenner.la.us

Cline
 from page 6

phases will be constructed as more funds be-
come available. Fundraising efforts will con-
tinue, and this year’s Hot Diggity Dog Fest is 
scheduled for September 30.

“This dog park is a tremendous addition for 
Kenner’s City Park and it’s the kind of quality of 
life feature that families look for when choosing 
a place to live,” Impastato said. “This is part of 
a master plan to transform our city park into a 

premier destination for Kenner residents and 
others in the region.”

Plans call for the park to eventually be 
divided into three distinct sections – a passive 
large dog area, an active large dog area and a 
small dog area. Future attractions could in-
clude a splash pad and agility play equipment, 
as well as a memorial wall and a memorial 
brick paw walkway.

The dog park is a key element of a series 
of significant additions to Kenner’s City Park. A 

garden terrace area just behind the pavilion 
that can host outdoor events such as weddings 
and parties has recently been completed and 
work is ongoing to enlarge the small walking 
track. In addition, the park will host an ex-
panded Christmas Village beginning this year 
that will include a 2,400-square-foot synthetic 
ice skating rink.

The dog park is scheduled to open in Sep-
tember 2017.  

Dog park
 from page1

The base of the sculpture is six feet by six feet 
and depicts nine large frogs which appear to be 
jumping over each other to the top of a large yel-
low cylinder. The height of the sculpture is 15 feet 
and it weighs approximately 1,500 pounds.

Slonem works are in every major museum 
across the USA and he has over 250 solo exhibi-
tions in prestige galleries and museums, domes-

tic and internationally.
Slonem owns five historical homes across 

the country including two in Louisiana, Albania 
Plantation and Lakeside Plantation, all listed on 
the National Historic Registry.

Slonem’s other three Power Boulevard 
sculptures are “Divine Assembly” depicting ele-
ments used in his painted oil canvases, “HOP” dis-
playing stacked rabbits and “Swallow Tail” which 
is a sculpture of a butterfly supported by a curved 
pipe structure.   

Sculpture garden
 from page 1
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will go to Kenner’s Public Works Department, is 
especially welcome. We have a bulldozer but it is 
nearing the end of its years of service. It’s going 
down but the new bulldozer is in great shape and 
ready to go.”

Vitellaro said all the donated vehicles are in 
good shape with no mechanical problems. “We’re 
doing routine maintenance on them before put-
ting them on the street,” he said. The first of the 
vehicles, a 16-passenger bus, has been recondi-
tioned, newly striped and is ready to be put to 
use. The 2013 vehicle, with fewer than 22,000 
miles, cost the city $2,500 in maintenance to get 
ready for daily duty but would have cost the city 
$80,000 to purchase new.

Vitellaro’s staff includes three mechanics 
and a shop foreman. “We have an excellent team 
but Kenner’s fleet was really aging. There is only 
so much even the most skilled mechanic can do 
with a vehicle that is 30 years old and has had 
decades of hard use.” Some vehicles in Kenner’s 
fleet actually date back to 1987 and 1988. Vitel-
laro has been Kenner’s fleet manager for 11 years. 
Before that, he worked for the Jefferson Parish 
Sheriff’s Office for 26 years.

Mayor Zahn, upon taking office, had an in-
ventory done on Kenner’s fleet and found that 45 
percent of the city’s vehicles were 15 years old or 
older. That led to his successful efforts to arrange 
a donation of nine heavy-duty vehicles from Jef-

ferson Parish. In addition, the Zahn administra-
tion and the Kenner City Council included a 
$150,000 allotment in the city’s capital budget 
to allow the city to purchase additional vehicles.

Included in the purchases is a street sweep-
er. “Our existing sweeper is on its last legs,” said 
Vitellaro. “But the new one is ready to go. It 
should make a big difference in the appearance 
and cleanliness of Kenner’s streets.”

Vitellaro said with the acquisition of the 
nine vehicles from Jefferson Parish and the pur-
chase of additional vehicles with the money in 
the capital budget account Kenner’s vehicle fleet 
has been transformed from aged to “ready to go 
to work.”   

Kenner fleet
 from page 1

“I’m thrilled to return to Louis Armstrong New 
Orleans International Airport as the director of avia-
tion,” said Dolliole. “I’m committed to carrying on 
the transformative work taking place and look for-
ward to joining this talented team of professionals 
who have worked tirelessly to take Louis Armstrong 
New Orleans International Airport to the next level.”

The Louis Armstrong New Orleans Interna-
tional Airport is in the midst of constructing a world-
class North Terminal, scheduled to be complete in 
February 2019. The project is projected to create an 
estimated 13,000 direct construction jobs and gener-

ate a nearly $1 billion investment in the region. The 
972,000 square-foot terminal will feature 35 gates, a 
2,190-car parking garage and a ground transporta-
tion staging area.

With over 40 years of combined experience in 
the airline and airport industries, Dolliole brings 
technical proficiency and innovative approaches to 
working with airlines, developing new air service 
and managing capital construction projects to Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport. Dol-
liole is also experienced in planning efforts for op-
erational, organizational and airport development 
initiatives.

New Orleans City Councilman Jared Brossett, 

Government

A sweep was conducted in the Holly Heights 
neighborhood on May 25, 2017 by the Kenner In-
spection and Code Enforcement Department. The 
sweep was requested by Kenner District 4 Council-
man Lenny Cline. Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said he 
has ordered frequent code sweeps of both business-
es and commercial complexes since taking office 
in January to attack blight and let property owners 
know they cannot ignore their obligations.

“It’s important for residents to know that if they 
have concerns about their neighborhood, we will be 
active and do all we can to address those concerns,” 
said Cline.

The violations in the sweep included five 
abandoned vehicles, five vehicles located in rear 

yards, one building permit required, one building 
or maintenance issue needed, five fences needing 
repair, two cases of litter or debris, one repair or 
demolition necessary, one soffit or fascia issue and 
one violation of dirt needing to be spread.

Mayor Zahn said residents and property own-
ers can expect code sweeps to continue.

“As we continue our efforts to rid the city of 
blight, I applaud the consistent work of our code 
director, code enforcement officers, Councilman 
Cline and my administration,” Zahn said. “These 
persistent violations throughout the city will not be 
tolerated and I feel confident they will eventually 
lessen as violators are made aware of our no-toler-
ance policies on blight.”   

Inspectors discovered 22 violations during a 
code enforcement sweep in the Holly Heights 
neighborhood

chair of the city’s transportation and aviation com-
mittee said, “Our airport has made a lot of progress 
in the past few years. I’m excited to have a native 
New Orleanian with national experience on board to 
run the airport as we finish the $1 billion expansion 
and new terminal project.”

Southwest Airlines Vice President of Airport 
Affairs Bob Montgomery said, “Kevin Dolliole is a 
great airport professional who has vast experience 
on all sides of aviation. He partners with his stake-
holders and can get things done. Southwest is very 

pleased to be working with him again, as we look 
forward to the completion of the North Terminal 
project.”

Mark Reis, interim director of aviation, said “I 
am pleased to welcome Kevin Dolliole to Louis Arm-
strong New Orleans International Airport. With over 
three decades of experience in this industry, I’m 
confident that with Kevin at the helm of NOAB, the 
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport 
will continue to ascend to new heights.”  
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SLOT DOLLARS

THE GUARANTEED WINNER IS HERE!

Saturday, June 24
It’s  nally here! One winner will go home with
$50,000 SLOT DOLLARS!

20 Winners will be selected between
8:00pm - 11:00pm to win $250 SLOT DOLLARS!

At 11:30pm all quali ers will select an 
envelope containing $250 up to 
$$50,000 SLOT DOLLARS.

Stay connected to other local Boyd Casinos!
Enjoy your B Connected beneets at
IP Casino in Biloxi & Amelia Belle Casino near Morgan City.
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