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Kenner residents love curbside recycling
By Allan Katz
After a lapse of 10 years, curbside recycling returned to Kenner last year and it is much more popular
than anyone had anticipated.
“We were aware people had been asking to have
curbside recycling brought back, but we have still been
very excited and surprised by the overwhelming response,” said Nicky Nicolosi, governmental liaison for
Ramelli Waste, a local company that has both Kenner’s
garbage collection and curbside recycling contract.
Nicolosi, who spent 28 years working at Kenner’s
City Hall and 36 years in government before entering the private sector, said, “Kenner previously had a
curbside recycling program that began in the 1980s
although it did not prove to be very popular. After Hur-

ricane Katrina hit, with all the turmoil and with the
city’s revenue problems, curbside recycling was not
resumed.”
Mostly due to citizen demand, in January 2013
the city began a drop off program with people bringing their recycled materials to two designated driveby locations that were so successful a third site was
quickly added. “Then last year during contract negotiations, Acting Kenner Mayor Michael Sigur and the
Kenner City Council wanted curbside recycling to be
started again in the city and reached out to the Ramelli
Group to work something out,” said Nicolosi. “So, we
all worked out a really good mutual deal to restart the
curbside recycling program and then distributed more
than 22,000 individual green recycling bins to residential homes throughout Kenner.” At the time, Sigur ap-

Adjustment of new regulation for
recreational vehicles storage on
Kenner City Council agenda for
March 9
At its first meeting in March 2017, changed from March 2 to March
9 due to Mardi Gras holiday complications, the Kenner City Council will
vote on an ordinance that will delay the enforcement of a new regulation
for an additional year for the storage of recreational vehicles in the front
yards of residential properties. The regulation will not be enforceable until
April 4, 2018.
The new recreational storage regulation is one part of a new Unified
Development Code (UDC) adopted by the Kenner City Council on March
16, 2016. The new regulation requires all movables defined as recreation
vehicles by the UDC to be in garages, driveways, backyards or side yards
screened off by fences or hedges. When reminder letters started being issued in late October 2016 and residents became aware the law was going to
start being enforced starting April 4, 2017 with violators being fined, some
Kenner residents began to contact their governmental officials. Kenner District 2 Councilman Michael Sigur, who was also acting mayor at that time,
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See story on page 9

Ramelli Waste officials are asking residential recyclers
to place heavier objects atop newspaper in recycle bins.

page 23

Renewal of street repair
and maintenance millage
on March 25 ballot

Closure on West Esplanade in
Kenner set for up to three months
On February 6, 2017, one lane in each direction on West Esplanade Avenue was closed and will be closed for two to three months to accommodate
the first phase of work to install two new turning lanes and a signalized crossing into the new Kenner Market Center, which is located between Power
Boulevard and Williams Boulevard.
The actual lane closure will be between Martinique and Billyday avenues. A pair of electronic message boards is already in place to notify motorists of the upcoming project, said Kenner Assistant Public Works Director
Bill Duplaisir.
The improvements to West Esplanade Avenue and the crossing into the
shopping complex are being paid for with a combination of funds, including
contributions from Jefferson Parish, the city of Kenner and the developer.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said the project benefits our residents and
also will be an economic development stimulator by making it much easier
to access the Kenner Market Center.
“There will certainly be some inconvenience while this project is underway,” Zahn said, “but the end result will be something that I think everyone
in the city, as well as shoppers visiting the area, will greatly appreciate.”

A renewal of a street repair and maintenance property tax millage for the city of Kenner will be on the ballot for the Saturday, March
25, 2017 election. The millage generates about $2.7 million a year for
the city for roads. Approximately $900,000 of that annually funds the
Roads and Drainage Division of Kenner’s Public Works Department.
“About 52 percent of the total budget for yearly street repairs and
maintenance in Kenner comes from this millage that is up for renewal
on March 25,” Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said, who added, “There is no
other source the city has to replace the millage money.”
The balance of the money generated by the millage has been
used as an annual payment to Jefferson Parish for building major
streets in the city of Kenner such as Vintage and Joe
Yenni boulevards and West
Napoleon and West Metairie
avenues. That debt will be
paid off this year and in future
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plauded Ramelli officials for contract negotiations that
clearly benefitted both parties. Under the new garbage
residential pickup contract, with curbside recycling
included, the monthly cost per household is the same
price the city had been paying for garbage pickup
alone and is one of the lowest monthly charges in the
metropolitan area.
To the surprise of Nicolosi and others at the
Ramelli group, in Kenner the intake of collected recycled materials from residential curbside recycling
went from an average of 18 tons a month at the dropoff points to an average of 69 tons collected monthly.
Amazingly, in the month of December 2016, curbside
recycling in the city hit a record 129 tons. So far in
2017, collections have averaged about 70 tons per

March 25
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Copeland’s Restaurant celebrates 10
years in Kenner

Eye-catching attraction

By Allan Katz
Copeland’s Restaurant, located at 1319 West Esplanade, is celebrating its 10th anniversary in Kenner.
Among the celebrants is Al Copeland, Jr. who owns the
restaurant and picked the location for it in 2007. At the time,
Al Copeland Jr. was a young executive who owned franchises
of two Popeye’s and two Church’s Fried Chicken Restaurants.
Al Copeland, Sr., the founder of Popeye’s and also Copeland’s Restaurants, is Al’s father and where he got his passion for New Orleans culinary traditions. Copeland Sr. died
in 2008 of Merkel cell carcinoma, a rare type of skin cancer.
Today, Copeland Jr. is passionate about honoring his dad’s legacy with the Al Copeland Foundation. The
foundation is working to bring life-saving cancer treatments and research to end cancer right here at
page 22

Apple Pie, one of the latest additions to the Kenner
sculpture garden, was created by Paul J. Leaman Jr., who
donated the piece to the city of Kenner.
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Fright Light
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Saturday, Oct. 1 only - 1 p.m. H Running time: 50 minutes

There are no tricks, but plenty of treats in this “frightfully” entertaining laser light show!
Back by popular demand, Fright Light is a “monster” of a show and promises to thrill
audiences of all ages with a medley of fun Halloween themed tunes and laser animations. Musical selections
include Thriller, Monster Mash, Men in Black, Purple People Eater, and Iron Man among many others.

AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

one world one sky: Big Bird’s
Saturdays - 11 a.m. H Running time: 27 minutes

Adventure

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Flying Monsters

Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes

National Geographic Entertainment’s Flying Monsters sets out to uncover
the truth about the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a wingspan
of approximately 40 feet and equal to that of a modern-day jet plane.
Flying Monsters features one of the greatest mysteries in paleontology:
how and why did pterosaurs fly? How did creatures the size of giraffes
defy gravity and soar through prehistoric skies?

FREE PARKING
AND ADMISSION

410 WILLIAMS BOULEVARD
ACROSS FROMEXHIBITION HALL

OPEN EVERY
SATURDAY
from 9AM - 1PM

Fresh fruits, vegetables, local honey, jams, jellies,
Italian cookies, handcrafted items and more!
To become a vendor or for more information call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 468-7211

www.Facebook.com/RivertownFarmersMarket

LASER COUNTRY

Saturdays – 1 p.m. H Running time: 40 minutes

Calling all cowboys (and girls)! The Wild West comes alive in this visually stunning animated laser light
show! Featuring some of country music’s most popular new artists as well as some all time favorites,
Laser Country is sure to please audiences of all ages and musical tastes! Featured artists include Garth
Brooks, Johnny Cash, Patsy Cline, Carrie Underwood, and Rascal Flatts…among many others!

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 35 minutes

How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten,
or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our solar
system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back to look
at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY H Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show H Children/Seniors, $5 per show H Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

show schedule subject to change

magic tree house: space mission
Saturdays - 3 p.m. H Running time: 30 minutes

Based on the beloved Magic Tree House book series, Magic Tree House Space Mission
launches the intrepid Jack and Annie on a funfilled journey to discover the secrets of the
Sun, Moon, planets, space travel and more. Aligned with early elementary information
skillslearning objectives, this beautifully produced show is a winner with Magic Tree
House fans of all ages.

Location: Heritage Hall
Time: 8:45am seating and 9:30am seating's till 11:00am
Tickets : $8.00 for adults & $5.00 for children (2 & Up)
This is a pancake and sausage breakfast filled with
games, arts and crafts, pictures with the Easter
Bunny, egg hunt, face painting and more!
Call 468-7268 for more information or purchase tickets
at kenner.recdesk.com
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ATTENTION
KENNER RESIDENTS
Do you need assistance with your rent or utilities?
Are you being evicted and/or your utilities turned off?
The City of Kenner
Community Development Department has an

Emergency Rent & Utility Assistance Program
that you may qualify for

21512151
Williams
BEHINDCAR
CAR
WASH)
WilliamsBlvd.
Blvd. –(RIGHT
RIGHT BEHIND
WASH

469-3503 • theicehousekenner.com

CAJUNLAND

24 PACK 12 OZ.

SUITCASE

TO BE ELIGIBLE YOU MUST:
• Be a current resident of Kenner (six month minimum)
• Have a valid drivers license or state I.D.
• Have a court ordered eviction notice signed by a judge
• Have a utility disconnect notice in your name
• Cannot currently be on any public rental assistance programs
• Income verification required – income guidelines apply

20 Pack

To pick up an application or receive additional information on program
requirements please call or visit any one of the following Community Centers:

bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

Hispanic Resource Center
4312 Florida Street
469-2570 - Rebecca Hasbun

Kenner Food Bank
317 Oxley Street
468-7204

Martin Luther King Resource Center

5.99

1899
.

COKE PRODUCTS
E. “Ben” Zahn III
Kenner Mayor

Community Development Director

99
20.

Long Neck Bottles

1042 31st Street • 466-0697 - Rose Behan

Arleeta O. Terrell

Bud
Coors Lite
Bud Lite
Miller Lite

COKE, DIET COKE,
DR PEPPER AND OTHER
12 PACK
COKE PRODUCTS

4.99

12 PACK

Monday - Thursday
7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday
7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm
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www.chateaucafe.com

Burger Specials

(Chateau Blvd. location only)

Boudin Stuffed
Bell Peppers
By foodieforone.com

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger

Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Mushroom, Swiss Burger
Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

And I got to thinking, with St. Patrick’s Day and cabbage coming soon, I think
rolling boudin in blanched cabbage leaves and covering with a tomato sauce
would work just as amazingly
DIRECTIONS
4 bell peppers, green, red, yellow & orange
Cut each pepper in half and parboil in water for 10 minutes. Preheat oven
to 350 degrees. Prepare the boudin by slitting the casing and emptying the
boudin into a bowl. Transfer parboiled peppers to a baking dish and stuff with
the boudin. Add a dab of butter, cheese or breadcrumbs or leave plain. We left
plain, wishing to savor the rich boudin flavor. Bake for 30 to 35 minutes.
Serve with a side vegetable and be sure to eat the entire pepper! It’s so good!
The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions
are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe
directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Call Ahead for To Go Orders!
ChateauCafe_1113.indd 1

We picked up a pound of boudin
while driving through Lafayette, Louisiana,
and prepared a rainbow of stuffed bell
peppers for dinner!

10/25/13 9:18 PM

> One-on-one personal training in a PRIVATE facility.
> Comprehensive one-on-one evaluation including
movement screening, diet, and lifestyle analysis.
You will leave with a comprehensive customized
program designed to ﬁt your goals.
> Afternoon evening yoga and ﬁtness classes
> Early morning & after work appointments available
purefitnessnola

mattlovitt

@trainerlovitt

trainerlovitt

MATT LOVITT
701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105 | Metairie LA 70005
504.615.8164 | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

See website for bio, classes & more info

Lovittlife.com

Group Sessions & One-On-One
Full Evaluation Private Training
Experience, Results, Convenience & Patience
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Armstrong International sets record with 11.1 million passengers in 2016
By Allan Katz
Even as a new
state-of-the-art $650
million passenger terminal rises out of the
ground on the northern end of airport, new passenger volume records are being set in the old, soon-tobe obsolete facilities.
Officials at Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport say they served 11.1 million passengers in 2016. That’s the most passengers to pass
through the airport in its 70-year history. In 2015,
the airport set a record by surpassing 10 million passengers for the first time.
From the standpoint of Kenner officials, that’s
good news. More passengers means more sales tax
revenues for the city and more business for Kenner’s growing tourism sector.
Some of the credit for the record setting
performance goes to Iftikhar Ahmad who spent
four years here as director of aviation. Ahmad
may have been the best director of aviation so far

in the history of Armstrong International. Under
his direction, the airport brought in new airlines,
increased the number of non-stop flights and laid
plans for the new terminal which is now under
construction with completion scheduled for 2018.
Unfortunately, the state of Rhode Island made
Ahmad an offer he couldn’t refuse to run all of
that state’s airports. Currently serving as interim director of aviation is Mark Reis, who came
here from the West Coast where he served as the
managing director for the Port of Seattle’s aviation division, Seattle-Tacoma International Airport (Sea-Tac), the largest airport in the Pacific
Northwest and 13th busiest in the United States.
Last year, Sea-Tac handled over 42.3 million passengers, a 12.9 percent increase from 2014. Armstrong is in good hands with Reis.
Today, Armstrong International accounts for
80 percent of all the commercial air traffic in Louisiana. Armstrong International hosts 17 airlines with
59 non-stop destinations. Beginning in March, British Airways will start international service to London and Frankfort, Germany. International flights

have long been the dream of the Aviation Board that
runs Armstrong International and, under Ahmad, it
was finally achieved.
As we enter 2017, the outlook for Armstrong
International is more records, more jobs and more
non-stop flights.
Big vote coming up March 25 on millage renewal
for streets and roads
Please don’t forget to vote on Saturday, March
25. Kenner needs voter approval of a renewal of
street repair and maintenance property tax millage. This is not a new tax. It is the renewal of a
long-standing millage that pays for more than half
of the repair and maintenance of Kenner’s streets
and roads.
Without this millage renewal, Kenner would
be in big trouble in terms of its budget as the city
would be hard pressed to find funds to take care of
streets without jeopardizing services elsewhere.
The streets and roads millage is renewed every 10 years. The majority of people understand
this millage is a vital part of Kenner’s funding.
The fact is that with the millage, the Kenner Pub-

lic Works Department keeps Kenner’s street and
roads in pretty good shape but keeping the roads
and streets in good condition is an on-going and
costly problem. We are at or below sea level so
the city has to deal with subsidence which causes
cracking and buckling roads. Not being able to
address these issues immediately when they occur will mean they will get worse and become
more expensive to fix.
So your vote on March 25 is important. In the
past, the millage renewal has always passed easily.
There is no reason it should be otherwise this year.
Kenner has elected a new, popular mayor. The Kenner City Council is well regarded. The economy is
improving. The hope at Kenner City Hall is that
you’ll reserve some time on March 25 to go to the
polls and cast your ballot for renewal of the roads
and streets property tax millage.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.
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It’s déjà vu: Louisiana’s latest budget crisis
By Jeff Crouere
It seems that
Louisiana has a perennial state budget deficit. Legislators just concluded another special
session to deal with a $304 million budget deficit for
the current fiscal year ending June 30.
After significantly raising taxes the last two sessions, lawmakers were in no mood to consider inflicting more pain on Louisiana taxpayers. Ultimately, a
compromise measure was approved that contained a
total of $82 million in budget cuts, including $40 million from the Department of Health and Hospitals and
$12 million from job vacancies.
Legislators also approved removing $99 million from the Budget Stabilization Fund, commonly referred to as the Rainy-Day Fund. From an
all-time high of over $853 million in 2007, the fund
had dropped to a recent low of $359 million. After
this latest withdrawal, the Rainy-Day Fund will be
reduced to only $260 million.
The fund was created in 1991 to give the state
a budget cushion during lean times. Unfortunately,
state lawmakers have been dipping into the fund too
aggressively in recent years. Our state politicians have
employed the easy tactic of using short term solutions
such as raiding the Rainy-Day Fund to fix long-term
budget problems.
In the last 13 years, state lawmakers have made
eight different withdrawals from this safety net. The
worst offender was Governor Bobby Jindal, who approved four withdrawals; however, his record could be
beaten by the Governor John Bel Edwards, who in just
13 months in office has already used Rainy-Day funds
twice to address budget problems.
The harsh reality is that the state of Louisiana
has a spending problem, not a revenue problem.
Our state government has higher spending per
capita and more state employees per capita than

the Southern average. We have more colleges and
universities and more higher education boards
than our Southern neighbors. Dealing with these
problems require tough decisions that our politicians have unfortunately been unwilling to make.
Instead, in the last two sessions, the answer has
been to raise taxes and use one-time money to fix budget problems. Louisiana now has the highest sales taxes in the nation, not exactly a calling card for people or
businesses to move to the state.
In fact, a recent report by the website Wall Street
24/7 ranked Louisiana as the worst state in the nation
for business. The researchers focused on Louisiana’s
low salaries, lack of high paying jobs, anemic economic
growth and “shrinking” working-age population.
The collapse in oil prices has devastated Louisiana’s energy sector, while the legislature’s decision to
rescind much of the state’s attractive film industry tax
credits effectively sent thousands of high paying jobs
to other states such as Georgia and North Carolina.
It’s sobering, but not surprising, that Wall Street
24/7 found three cities in Louisiana among the top four
in the nation for job losses. In the 12-month period
ending in October 2016, Lafayette topped the list by
losing 8,500 jobs, almost 4.5 percent of its workforce,
Houma-Thibodaux ranked third with 3,400 job losses,
approximately 3.74 percent of its workforce. In fourth
place was Shreveport with 4,200 job losses or 2.35 percent of its workforce.
These are very alarming statistics that should
send shivers down the spine of every Louisiana politician. Unfortunately, Governor Edwards has not offered
any innovative proposals to spur economic growth
or create more jobs in Louisiana. In contrast, he has
focused on expanding government services like food
stamps and Medicaid.
To continue to provide government services for
the needy, Louisiana needs to create more taxpayers
and businesses. Unfortunately, per S&P Global Rat-

ings, Louisiana was one of six oil producing states in
the nation in a recession in 2016.
While the oil industry may slightly recover, it
will never be the engine for economic growth it was
in previous decades. It is about time that Louisiana
diversified its economy in a major way. There have
been some exciting developments in the health
care and high tech sectors of the economy in recent
years, but the state still lags far behind many of our
Southern competitors.
State legislators and the governor need to
make the state a more attractive destination for
businesses. However, raising taxes, expanding state
government, using one-time money to solve recurring budget problems is not the answer that is desperately needed at the current time.
It is time to look at other states that are faring
better than Louisiana to see what they are doing well.
For example, Florida and Texas do not have state income taxes. This attracts retirees, high net worth executives and businesses to their states.
The regular legislative session starts in April and
it should be a time to deal with the significant economic problems Louisiana is facing. Once again, there will
be a budget deficit and calls for more taxes. Hopefully,
this shopworn idea will be soundly rejected as the answer for Louisiana is not more taxes, but more taxpayers, both citizens and businesses.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and
his Louisiana-based television program, “Ringside Politics,” airs at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and
at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS television station
WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until
11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 990
AM in New Orleans and the north shore. Crouere
is a political analyst for WGNO-TV ABC26. Visit
Crouere’s website at www.ringsidepolitics.com or
email Crouere at jeff@ringsidepolitics.com.
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Streets millage renewal on March 25 ballot
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor
Kenner residents
will decide on a very
important renewal of
a long-existing streets
millage on the March
25, 2017 ballot for all city voters.
The renewal of the streets millage would not
affect anyone’s tax bill. It is simply the continuation of a millage all Kenner property owners are
currently paying.
Let me provide some factual information on the

streets millage and what it involves.
About $900,000 of the money raised yearly
from this millage is dedicated to streets maintenance and repairs. Last year, the millage provided
52 percent of the total budget for repairs and maintenance within the roads and drainage section of
our Public Works Department.
Of course, we all know that much of the city is at
or below sea level. That leads to what engineers call
differential ground settlement – or what is probably
better known as soil subsidence and cracked and

buckled streets.
The additional $1.9 million raised by the millage pays off the city’s yearly obligation to Jefferson
Parish, which built many of the major streets in
the city in 1970s and 1980s, such as West Metairie and West Napoleon avenues and Joe Yenni and
Vintage boulevards.
That debt to the parish will be paid off this
year. The money that had been used for those
debt payments could make it possible for the city
to handle more repairs of buckled and crumbling
streets throughout the city. In addition, the city
would be able to afford some streets projects for

the first time in quite a while.
Kenner has no alternative source for the money
that now pays for more than half of all streets maintenance and repairs in Kenner.
I hope that residents take advantage of this information to make an informed choice on the millage
renewal on March 25.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at 4687240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Rivertown offers many events and fun for all, many improvements on the way
By Gregory W. Carroll–Kenner District 1 Councilman
I am always
honored and privileged to serve as your
elected official for
District 1 in the city of Kenner.
As we all know, the historic Rivertown area
in the city of Kenner is where our ancestors of
every race, creed and color first established the
great city that we now call home. There are always
a number of new and exciting things going on in
District 1, particularly in Rivertown. Please allow
me to share with you just some of the events that

have taken place and others that we are looking
forward to throughout the remainder of the year.
Let me first mention an event that took
place last month, during February, that is also
designated nationally as Black History Month in
our country.
The Black Heritage Festival held on February 11 in Heritage Park in Rivertown was a
celebration that I looked forward to when I was
growing up as a young man in south Kenner. I
was encouraged by the festivals “New Found”
interest that brought family and friends together

FULL SERVICE EVENT VENUE
519 Williams Boulevard | 416-7764
www.the-crossing.com

THE NEXT GENERATION:

Judy and Joey LaBella, Leslie Gaspard, Jenny LaBella Tusa & Nancy Gaspard

OFFSITE & TAKE OUT CATERING
Corner of Compromise and Corwin | 466-4675
www.labellascatering.com

from all over the city. Many people may not have
been familiar with the significant impact that
African-Americans individually and collectively
had on our city. The education, fellowship and fun
were just a few of the components the festival offered. I think it is always important, especially to
our younger generation, to celebrate how we got
where we are today and acknowledge the people
who have played an important role in Kenner’s
history. We were blessed with great weather and
had a great crowd for the event. I want to thank
the leadership of Mayor Zahn, Judge Marc Johnson, Jefferson Parish Councilman Mark Spears,
the Kenner Police and Volunteer Fire Departments, Kenner Public Works and Recreation Departments, civic and church members and all of
the individual citizens for helping to make this
event possible. We are looking forward to next
year’s event and all of the great ideas people have
suggested to make the festival even better.
There is more fun going on in Rivertown,
from events to improvements.
Rivertown was recently one of just two cultural districts in the state to be awarded as a
participant in the Sound Places program, which
is sponsored by the Louisiana Division of the
Arts, Project for Public Spaces, Chamber Music
America and the National Endowment for the
Arts. The idea is to use music to enhance community engagement. To that end, the Westerlies, a
Brooklyn-based quartet, performed last month in
Rivertown and will return during the year.
The Rivertown Arts Council is set to have a
very active year, including the Rivertown Art After
Dark Series – community events that will be held
the third Saturday of each month and attract art
lovers and other visitors to Rivertown.
Rivertown Farmer’s Market is held every
Saturday in the parking lot across from Kenner’s
Exhibition Hall on Williams Boulevard. On March
4, 2017, the 4th annual “Trunk Sale” will be held
from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. In addition to the
regular selection of homegrown, homemade and
handcrafted products, this event will feature a variety of yard and garage sale items.
Anyone can fill up the trunk of their car with
items for sale. In addition, one table – six feet or
smaller – is also allowed per individual. A parking
space can be purchased for $15 cash and items to
be sold must be clean and neat and approved by

market officials. No plastic food containers, large
furniture or large appliances will be allowed.
Set up will be between 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.
For more information, contact Nancy Ladner at
468-7211.
Several infrastructure drainage improvements are set for the Rivertown area, including
a $1.7 million project to reduce or eliminate flood
hazards on Williams Boulevard, Daniel and other
surrounding streets.
Engineering plans also are moving forward
to review existing drainage studies and come
up with a design for drainage improvements for
south Kenner off of Airline Drive in the Pollock
area respectfully known by residents as “Back of
the Track.” This area, on Salvador Road from Kenner Avenue to the Pollock ditch, regularly floods
after heavy rainfall.
The Kenner Council on Aging building located at 641 Compromise Street will be undergoing renovations of about $300,000 to expand the
current facility and ensure compliance with the
Americans for Disabilities Act is currently in the
planning stage. The city is seeking input from interested design consultants to develop an overall
improvement program.
Summer fun will be coming as Music in the
Park in Heritage Park starts on May 5 with the
Epic Band. On May 12, the No Idea Band will play
followed on May 19 with the Phunky Monkeys and
on May 26, 90 Degrees West will perform. Performances will be from 6:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m.
And finally, it won’t be that long before the
days get longer and hotter. We plan to open the
popular Felicia M. McMiller Community Splash
Park on Memorial Day weekend, May 27. It is
located in the A.P. Clay Complex at 200 Decatur
Street. Remember that swimming attire and
adult supervision are required and the facility is
available to be rented out for private events. For
more information, contact the Kenner Office of
Community Development at 468-7588.
God Bless.
Kenner District 1 Councilman Gregory
Carroll’s office is located at 1801 Williams Boulevard in Building B, Suite 300 in Kenner. Councilman Carroll can be reached at 468-7253 or by
email at district1@kenner.la.us.
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Police

Springtime for safety
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
Spring break is an exciting, yet often dangerous time for your high school
and college kids. No matter when or
where the destination is, your children
may be in harm’s way when on their own with friends.
Please review the following reminders. Make sure you go over
these tips with your kids. This information will keep them safe at spring
break and any other time they are on their own.
Spring break reminders
Have them always carry a cell phone in case of emergencies.
Ask them to give you a list of cell phone numbers for everyone
in the group traveling with him/her, as well as phone numbers to the
accommodations.

Remind them to drink in moderation if they are of age. Explain
to your younger kids that underage drinking is not tolerated anywhere
and law enforcement officers pay even close attention to areas frequented by spring breakers.
Recommend that they never should accept a drink from a stranger. Often times, these drinks are laced with dangerous drugs such as
rohypnol, also known as the date rape drug.
Advise them to lock large amounts of cash in a hotel safe. It is
safer to carry a credit card and limited amounts of cash.
Warn them to never leave any place with a stranger and always
stay with the original group.
Tell them that should a member of their group become intoxicated to make sure they know to never leave them alone. If he/she passes
out, they should be forced to sleep on their side to prevent choking. If

Rizzuto appointed to Jefferson Parish District 4 seat

SMALL JOBS

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards appointed Jack Rizzuto to the Jefferson Parish Council District 4 seat on February
23, 2017. This appointment will fill the vacancy left behind by
former councilman Ben Zahn who now serves as the mayor of
Kenner.
Rizzuto was sworn into office February 24, 2017 will remain
in office until a special election set for October 14, 2017.

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

885-0399
818-0007

0213-SabellasPlumbing.indd 1

State Representative Julie Stokes, CPA, enters state
Taxation of NCSL. Stokes also serves as co-chair of the Budgets
treasurer’s race
and Revenues Standing Committee of NCSL.

1/25/13 7:33 PM

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

1001174.1

Governor Edwards said, “Jack Rizzuto is a successful businessman, active in the community and committed to helping the
people of Jefferson Parish.”
Rizzuto is the chief executive officer of Rizzuto Management Group, a third generation company involved in food and
hospitality services and is a graduate of Southeastern Louisiana
University in Hammond.

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by email at
kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department website
at www.kennerpd.com. You can also download the free Kenner
Police Department mobile app for both Apple and Android devices as well as access the Kenner Police Department Facebook
and Twitter pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and
other law enforcement-related information.

Government

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

they become severely unconscious, 9-1-1 must be called immediately.
Remind your kids of abductions in our state and nation. Tell them
to always be alert and observant of their surroundings everywhere.
Explain to them the importance of keeping valuables in cars outof-sight to avoid break-ins.

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

Julie Stokes, a certified public accountant, small business
owner and state Representative from Jefferson Parish, announced on February 10, 2017, that she will enter the race for
state treasurer of Louisiana.
The state treasurer’s seat became open on December 10,
2016, when John Kennedy, who held the position since 2007, was
elected as U.S. Senator to succeed retiring David Vitter.
“As a Christian, CPA and common sense conservative, I will
be a state treasurer who will not only point out the problems, but,
I will take the lead in providing accurate objective information to
the public that will lead to workable solutions. Our state, citizens,
and taxpayers deserve more than political rhetoric and theater,”
Stokes said.
After graduating magna cum laude with a Bachelor of Science in accounting from UNO, Julie worked for one of the Big
Four accounting firms and passed the CPA exam on her first try.
“I’m a nerd when it comes to studying fiscal policies and finding
sound financial strategies. It’s my vocation, my hobby and passion and it makes me uniquely qualified for the office of treasurer,” Stokes said.
Stokes is the chairman of the Louisiana Sales Tax Streamlining and Modernization Commission, working last year to bring
repair to the state’s sales tax system. Stokes is also vice chair of
the Legislative Audit Advisory Committee and serves as one of
only two interim members on the Joint Legislative Committee on
the budget. Stokes also serves on the House Executive Committee,
Ways and Means, Health and Welfare and Joint Legislative Committee on Capital Outlay.
Nationally, Stokes said she serves on the executive committee of the National Conference of State Legislators (NCSL) and
is very actively involved with the task force on State and Local

Stokes was recognized nationwide as one of a handful of
state “Tax Legislators of the Year” by both State Tax Notes in
2016 and by the Tax Foundation in 2017 for her work on sales tax
reform in Louisiana.
Stokes was also selected for the 2017 Class of Governing
Magazine’s Women in Government Leadership Program and currently participates in the 2017 Leadership Program Class with 24
other Women in Government from across the country.
Stokes received the Southwest Chamber Louisiana’s Fusion
Five Award for best new up-and-coming legislator in 2015 and in
2016 she was named one of four “Women of Distinction” by the
Girl Scouts of Louisiana East. Stokes has also been honored as
one of New Orleans City Business Magazine’s “Women of the
Year” in both 2003 and 2014.
Stokes travelled the state of Louisiana with the Committee
of 100 in 2015 and 2016 as one of the lead speakers on tax reform
in Louisiana, with many media outlets reporting Stokes as one
of the most knowledgeable Louisiana legislators in the field of
Louisiana’s fiscal environment.
Stokes is actively involved with the Jefferson Chamber of
Commerce, the University of New Orleans Alumni Association,
the Louisiana Society of CPAs and local economic development
activities, including the Kenner 2030 Economic Development
Committee.
Before public life Stokes served as a commissioner of the
Regional Transit Authority and as president of the Chateau Estates Civic Organization, the Accounting and Financial Women’s
Alliance and the Jefferson Chamber Young Leaders.
Stokes resides in Kenner with her husband Larry and their
two children, Brandon and Taylor.
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Three candidates on ballot for open state
representative seat in March 4 election

Gisela Chevalier

Joe Stagni

A primary election is set for Saturday, March
25, 2017 to fill the unexpired term of former state
Representative Tom Willmott who represented
House District 92. Willmott was a state representative for nine years, from 2007 until he was elected
to a Kenner Councilman-at-large seat in November
2016.
Two Republicans, Gisela Chevalier and “Joe”

Stagni and Democrat “Chuck” Toney will be on the
ballot.
Chevalier, a Cuban-American who arrived
in the U.S. in 1985, has always lived in District 92
and opened two small businesses in 1992 and 1998.
Chevalier is a lifelong Republican, a past board
member of the Jefferson Council on Aging and a
Crimefighters board member.
“I am a hard worker, who loves to serve my
community, especially women, children, victims
of crime and senior citizens,” said Chevalier. “As
a Cuban-American I appreciate the opportunities
this country has presented to me, and I am willing
to speak out and defend the freedoms that I have
enjoyed here. That’s why I am running for state representative of District 92.”
Stagni, a business owner in Kenner for 29
years, grew up in the city of Kenner and served as
Kenner District 2 Councilman from 2006 until term
page 22

New Kenner Councilman-at-large Tom
Willmott finds the city council a congenial
place working to solve community problems
By Allan Katz
Newly-elected Kenner Councilman-at-large
ordinance brought forth a firestorm of protest
Tom Willmott has been on the city council for
from boat owners and RV owners.
two months and he finds it to be a congenial
“There are strong arguments on both sides of
place where elected representatives are working
the issue,” says Willmott. “The council is moving
hard to sort out some thorny community issues.
toward an ordinance that would delay enforce“I think we have an excellent group of smart, ment of the law for a year while the council tries
hard-working people who truly want what is best
to work out a compromise that satisfies both profor Kenner,” said Willmott, who previously served
ponents and opponents.
nine years as a state representative from a dis“My philosophy is that everyone who has an
trict that includes parts of Kenner and Metairie.
opinion has an absolute right to voice their poWhen Willmott was term-limited at the leg- sition and make their argument,” says Willmott.
islature, he decided to run for an open at-large “I want to hear all of the opinions and then it’s
seat on the Kenner Council. “I really enjoyed
the job of the council to come up with a response
serving at the legislature even though we had
that is a community consensus. Sometimes, as in
some hard times in Louisiana,” says Willmott. “I
this instance, that is not easily done. But that’s
enjoyed it enough that I wanted to continue, if
why we got elected. I think that the council will
the voters still wanted my services.” The voters
come up with an answer that is satisfactory to
overwhelmingly elected Willmott to the council
the majority of Kenner residents.”
seat. Willmott is both an attorney and a regisAnother thorny problem that has stirred
tered nurse in his private life.
up a civic storm in Kenner is the question of the
“I miss the legislature and try to keep up
Uber taxicab system that allows private citizens
with what is going on up there but I’m also deep- to turn their vehicles into taxicabs on a part-time
ly engaged in the work of the city council,” says
basis. Obviously, the Uber cabs have not gone
Willmott. “I think this is a good time in Kenner
over very well with existing taxicab companies
and lots of positive things are happening that
and others in the transportation business.
will make this an even better community.”
“New Orleans, Jefferson Parish, Gretna and
the Armstrong International Airport have all
At the same time, Willmott says he and his
come up with policies regarding Uber cabs that
council colleagues are immersed in trying to
are in keeping with their respective cultures,”
come up with answers to some tough issues.
For example, there is the battle now ongo- says Willmott. “I have no doubt that we can do
ing over a regulation that is part of the new Uni- the same in Kenner. It’s very difficult in these isfied Development Code passed by the city coun- sues to please everyone but I think it is possible
cil in early 2016 that bans keeping boats or recre- to come up with solutions that reflect the majorational vehicles in front of a residence. The rea- ity opinion and that is what I believe in.”
soning behind the ordinance was that boats and
Willmott says that despite the tough issues
recreational vehicles are not attractive pieces in
and controversies that go with the job, he is hona residential neighborhood, diminish the appear- ored and pleased to be an elected member of the
ance of the community and bring down property
Kenner City Council. “This is an excellent group of
values. But, boats and RVs in front of homes have
people working for the betterment of Kenner and
been a Kenner tradition for many years and the
I’m proud to be one of them,” Willmott said.

CALL 504.443.9500 TO SCHEDULE
AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!
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Community

“Where Customers Send Their Friends” Elevations Lounge demolished, new bank will
take its place
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On February 15, 2017, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn,
together with Kenner’s Department of Inspection and
Code Enforcement, announced the demolition of the
Elevation Lounge property located at 3525 Williams
Boulevard, formerly the home of TeCoRo’s Seafood
and Italian Restaurant.
“This hookah lounge property was an eyesore and
the source of repeated code violations in the past year,”
Zahn said. “I want to commend the officials at Regions Bank for quickly arranging for the demolition.”
Code enforcement officials said code inspectors
had issued about 10 major violations in the past year
that the business was closed. Those included substandard building systems, litter, grass not cut, trash and
debris and other problems.
“We know that a vagrant was found inside the
building as recently as a week ago, and rats were
routinely seen throughout the building,” said Kenner
Assistant Inspection and Code Enforcement Director

Rick Walther.
Walther said city officials learned about 10 days
ago that Regions Bank had purchased the facility.
Shortly after notifying bank officials of the problems,
a demolition was scheduled and completed.
Walther said Regions officials have said they
intend to proceed with a bank and office complex at
the location.
Zahn commended Regions officials, along with
the city’s code enforcement department and Kenner
District 3 Councilman Keith Reynaud. Zahn said his
administration, together with Reynaud and the rest of
the Kenner City Council, will continue to target blight
throughout the city.
“This is great news for the people of District 3,”
Reynaud said. “Not just that this blight has been removed, but it also sends a message to property owners
that we will not tolerate this in the city of Kenner.

The Esplanade hosts a spring job fair on March 4

504-466-1381
www.dennisauto1.com

2220 Airline Drive • Kenner

Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte,
Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

Assurance Care Provider LLC
Mr. Ron Tassin, CEO

OUTPATIENT SERVICES

Mental Health & Substance Abuse Services
Located in the Kenner Rivertown Community

➢ Over 14 Years of Services
❖ CARF ACCREDITATED
❖ Certified by the Office

of Behavior Health
OUTPATIENT MENTAL HEALTH
SUBSTANCE ABUSE | REHABILITATION

Counseling and Therapy ❖ Crisis Management
Medication Management
Assurance Care Provider participated in
the Black Heritage Festival held in Kenner’s
Rivertown on February 11 by handing out
literature during the community event to
help educate residents on what is being
offered in the city of Kenner.

ASSURANCE CARE PROVIDER NOW HIRING:
Medical Assistant-Work during clinic part-time, can become full time evening hours.
Mental Health Professional(MSW Degree)-field work with a caseload.
Please email resume or call the office.

Hours: 9am - 5pm Monday - Friday
2145 Rev. Richard Wilson Dr. (formerly Jefferson Hwy.)

472-0068 • acpmhr@yahoo.com

The Esplanade mall will be hosting a job fair
at the mall on Saturday, March 4, 2017 from 10:00
a.m. until 2:00 p.m. in the mall’s center court. “In response to interest from many stores and businesses
in the area, mall officials are opening this job fair up
to Kenner and the greater New Orleans area businesses to have the opportunity to meet, interview
and fill available job needs,” said The Esplanade
Marketing Manager Ellie Thomas.
Participating businesses will be able to set up
a booth to advertise and promote their business and
showcase employment opportunities available to
job seekers in the area. The Esplanade job fair is expected to attract hundreds of job seekers with broad
qualifications.
The Esplanade job fair is free and open to
the public for job seekers. With over 20 companies
expected at the job fair, job seekers will be able to
meet with employers in the business, retail, restau-

rant and service industries. Career counselors will
also be available to discuss and help with job search
questions and concerns.
The job fair will create a one-stop shop for individuals looking for part-time, full-time or seasonal
positions. Applicants are encouraged to bring copies
of their resumes, references and be prepared to interview.
Mall officials state there are opportunities for
retail sales associates, key holders, assistant managers, customer services, food service staff, service
techs, interns and more.
The Esplanade is located at 1401 West Esplanade Avenue in Kenner. Parking is free.
Employers looking for candidates and to participate in the job fair can contact Thomas at EThomas@EsplanadeMall.com or 617-4027.
For more information and to view complete details, visit www.esplanademall.com/jobfair.

Semi-annual “Big Book” sale benefits public library
The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library
will hold their semiannual “Big Book” sale Thursday, March 9 until Sunday, March 12, 2017, at the
Pontchartrain Center on Williams Boulevard at
Lake Pontchartrain in Kenner. Hours are Thursday
through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.
and on Sunday from noon to 5:00 p.m. This is one
of the largest book sales in the New Orleans area,
with over 65,000 items for sale, including gently
used adult and children’s books, puzzles, DVDs, CDs,
video tapes, music tapes and records – most priced
from fifty cents to $3.
Auction items include a set of CDs entitled
“New Orleans Jazz Fest Live Recordings” including
14 CDs recorded live of the Neville Brothers, Allen

Toussaint and other artists. This year two books will
also be auctioned – The Battle of the Bulge: The
Photographic History of an American Triumph
by John Bruning and The Complete Cartoons of the
New Yorker by Robert Mankoff.
Only cash and credit cards will be accepted.
Checks will not be allowed. There is free admission
and plenty of free parking. For security reasons the
Pontchartrain Center management has instituted a
mandatory bag check upon entry to the sale.
For more information, call the Friends of the
Jefferson Public Library at 455-2665 or email friendsjpl@Yahoo.com. All proceeds from the sale benefit
the Jefferson Parish libraries.

Advertise in the
468-9125
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Beyond the physical: Louisiana property damage claims for diminished value
of a vehicle
Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Loui- sonal injuries, maritime and traffic violations
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
If you have been
in a car accident, and
it was not your fault, you can make claims against
the at-fault insurance company for your damages
caused by that accident such as injuries, pain and
suffering, medical bills, lost wages and property
damage just to name a few. Along with your other
claims for damages, you may also have a claim
against the at-fault party for the diminished value
of your vehicle.
Also, if the at-fault party does not have insurance or you were the victim of a hit and run,
Louisiana is one of the few states that allow you
to claim diminished value against your own uninsured motorist (UM) policy, if you have such coverage. In usual circumstances, however, you are not
entitled to a diminished value claim in Louisiana
if you were the at-fault party in an accident or if
the damage was caused by something other than
a collision.
Diminished value claims are based on the
theory that even after the physical damage to the
vehicle is repaired, the vehicle may still have a
reduced market value because of the prior damage and accident history and the owner should be
compensated for that loss of value. Even if you are
entitled to a claim, it may not be worth pursuing

if your vehicle was worth less than $5,000 before
the accident, if the damage was relatively minor or
if your vehicle has a prior accident/repair history.
While there are older collector cars, luxury
and specialty vehicles that can have a significant diminished value, normally, if the vehicle is older than
10 years old, it is likely not worth pursuing a diminished value claim. The principle of diminished value
has long been recognized by law, however, the auto
insurance industry has been somewhat reluctant to
pay consumers a fair value for this legitimate damage. As such, collecting diminished value from an
insurance company can be a difficult and lengthy
process, and may require the help of certain experts in the field such as an appraiser, a technician
and an attorney. Keep in mind that a diminished
value claim is essentially a property damage claim,
and is subject to a one year statute of limitations
under Louisiana Law; meaning that you have one
year from the date of the accident to file a lawsuit
against the at fault party to protect your rights and
recover damages.
This information has been provided for informational purposes only and is not intended
and should not be construed to constitute legal
advice.

siana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident,
practicing attorney and owner of Rivertown Law
Center, L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams Boulevard,
Suite C in Kenner. Motor vehicle accidents, per-

are Rinck’s primary areas of practice. Rinck can
be reached at 704-1194 or info@rivertownlaw.com.

2017 Jefferson Parish Senior Expo
Friday, March 10, 2017 • 8:30 am – 1:00 pm
The Pontchartrain Center • 4545 Williams Blvd., Kenner

Community Resources, Health Information,
Lunch & Initiatives
to Improve Your Quality of Life!
For additional information contact
Robyn Hubbard at 207-4141

“One of Kenner’s most
committed Civic leaders
is also a Businessman,
Husband & Father.”
He was also a
Proven, Effective
Councilman who is
now Prepared to be
State Representative.

#8
Please Vote Sat., March 25
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Airport

Record year: All-time high number of airlines, non-stop destinations and passengers
By Mark Reis – Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport Interim Director of Aviation
In 2016, Louis
Armstrong New Orleans
International
Airport set new all-time
records for its number
of airlines, non-stop destinations and passengers served.
Based on year end data, the airport served a record high of 11,139,421 passengers in 2016. This represents a 4.4 percent increase over the prior record set in
2015 when the airport surpassed ten million passengers
for the first time in its history by serving over 10.6 million passengers. This achievement can be attributed to

the extensive list of new flights and destinations added
in 2016.
Since 2015, the airport experienced 23 percent
growth in the number of non-stop destinations, increasing from 48 cities in 2015 to 59 cities in 2017.
The airport has a record high of 17 airlines and nonstop service to eight international destinations. The
list below highlights the additional flights added in
2016.
February 2016
Allegiant Air added new non-stop service twice
weekly to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

St. Jerome

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Seafood Dinners

Fish Plates • Shrimp Plates • Soft Shell Crab • Combo Plates • Stuffed Crab Plates
Crawﬁsh Etoufee • Super Seafood Plate • Grilled Shrimp Salad • Hush Puppies
Crawﬁsh Kickers Gumbo • Crab Cakes • Soft Shell Crab • Grilled Shrimp Plates
Grilled Fish Plates • Grilled Combo Plates • Soft Shell Crab Plates • Crawﬁsh Pies
Lenten Dinner Dates - Ash Wednesday Mar 1st thru Good Friday Apr. 14th

Open Every Friday 11am-1pm – Lunch Special
Bunco Follows Fish Fry - 7:00pm

Dreamliner aircraft. In May, Condor will begin twiceApril 2016
weekly non-stop service to Frankfurt, Germany. The
Frontier Airlines provided additional service to
airport
is also experiencing an increase in domestic
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, with three weekly deparflights.
Allegiant
Air will begin non-stop service to two
tures and to Orlando, Florida, with four weekly deparnew
destinations
Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina, and
tures.
Cleveland,
Ohio.
Southwest
Airlines will begin seasonal,
Spirit Airlines added daily service to Los Angeles
twice-weekly
service
to
Raleigh-Durham,
North Caroand Atlanta.
lina,
and
Columbus,
Ohio
starting
April
30,
2017. Spirit
June 2016
Airlines
will
begin
service
to
Cleveland,
Ohio; BaltiAmerican Airlines began daily service to Los Anmore/Washington,
DC;
and
Orlando,
Florida,
in May.
geles.
The
airport
is
growing
at
a
rapid
pace.
With
great
Allegiant Air began service to St. Petersburgprogress,
posting
increasing
numbers
in
airlines,
nonClearwater, Florida, a new destination.
stop
destinations,
and
passengers
over
the
last
several
GLO added daily service to a new destination Desyears, we hope to see the same continue in 2017.
tin/Ft. Walton Beach, Florida.
September 2016
GLO started new non-stop service to Huntsville,
Mark Reis, Louis Armstrong New Orleans
Alabama.
International Airport Interim Director of Aviation
JetBlue began service to Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.
for may be reached at airport@flymsy.com. Check
November 2016
your local listings for the air time of the Armstrong
Allegiant Air began non-stop flights to Concord, International Airport 30 minute television program,
North Carolina.
“Airport Alive” or view it on the airport website, www.
December 2016
flymsy.com, by clicking on the “Airport Alive” link on
Choice Aire began non-stop service to a new in- the “News and Stats” page. You can now follow the
ternational destination San Pedro Sula, Honduras.
airport on facebook.com/MSYAirport and Twitter @
Several new flights are set to start in 2017. On
NO_Airport. To find out how to be a volunteer at the
March 27, 2017, British Airways will begin new in- airport, click on “Ambassador” on the airport’s webternational non-stop service to London, England, site homepage.
with four weekly flights on their Boeing 787-800

Bonco Dates 3/17 - 4/28 - 5/19 - 6/16 - 7/21 - 8/18 - 9/15 - 10/20 - 11/17 - 12/15

Phone-in Orders • Visa/Mastercard/Discover Accepted

3310 Florida Ave. • Kenner, LA 70065 • 469-6736 or 352-7107

June 5-30, 2017
1st-3rd & 4th-7th Grade Girls
Register at ArchbishopChapelle.org
@chapellechipmunks

More passengers than ever before at
Armstrong International, record-breaking
11.1 million passengers in 2016
The Louis Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport (MSY) has set a new all-time record for total passengers served. In 2016, a total of 11,139,421 passengers
were served. This represents a 4.4 percent increase over
the prior record set in 2015 when the airport surpassed
ten million passengers for the first time in its history.
This achievement can be attributed to the evergrowing list of new flights and destinations added in
2016. The airport experienced a 21 percent growth
in non-stop destinations, increasing from 48 cities
in 2015 to 58 cities in 2016. Average daily departures
increased from 137 flights to 146 flights, representing
a 6.7 percent year over year increase. Average daily
carrier seats also increased by 7.2 percent from 2015.
Passenger traffic peaked in May and October 2016
when traffic reached over one million total passengers in each of those months.
“The airport’s record-breaking passenger totals
can be credited to the hard work of airport employees
and community and business leaders who continue
to recruit the air service that allows the people in our
community to travel to cities all over the world for
business and leisure,” said New Orleans Mayor Mitch
Landrieu. “The new terminal coming online in 2018
will serve as a great first and last impression for the
many visitors who travel to New Orleans.”
Many new flights are set to begin in 2017. This
month, Allegiant Air will begin non-stop service to two
new destinations Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina, and
Cleveland, Ohio. Spirit Airlines will begin service to
Cleveland, Ohio; Baltimore/Washington, DC; and Orlando, Florida, in May. New international service with British Airways to London Heathrow will begin on March 27,
2017, with four weekly flights on their Boeing 787-800,
followed by twice-weekly service to Frankfurt, Germany,

with Condor starting May 3, 2017.
“The New Orleans Aviation Board is dedicated to
pursuing new service from New Orleans that will better connect our region with the places people need
to go,” said New Orleans Aviation Board Chairwoman
Cheryl Teamer. “That drive has helped the airport surpass 11 million total passengers for the first time in
its history, a superb achievement.”
“Armstrong International has had great success
over the last seven years as it continues to grow and
improve travel to and from the Greater New Orleans
region,” said New Orleans Councilman Jared Brossett,
chair of the Transportation and Airport Committee.
“MSY is truly Louisiana’s airport, providing passengers with more non-stop destinations and airlines
to choose from than ever before,” said Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Director of Aviation Mark
Reis. “The airport’s mission is to serve as the gateway to
the Southeast and improve travel options for the local
community and I feel we are doing just that.”
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport is the primary commercial airport in the state
of Louisiana serving over 80 percent of all passengers
flying into the state. Armstrong International Airport
is owned by the city of New Orleans. The New Orleans
Aviation Board (NOAB), an unattached board of the
city of New Orleans, oversees the administration, operation and maintenance of Armstrong International.
The airport has 17 airlines providing service to 59
non-stop destinations, including eight international
destinations. A new world-class terminal complex is
currently being constructed. The new North Terminal
will be complete by October 1, 2018, in time for the
300th anniversary of the City of New Orleans. For
more information visit www.flymsy.com.
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Struggling to stay awake in the daytime? Nodding off at inappropriate times?
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
Excessive daytime sleepiness is
known as one of the
five major symptoms
of narcolepsy. As we
go through our daily lives, most of us go through one
of two states of consciousness. Either we are sleeping or we are awake, with very little overlap between
the two. Try to imagine what it would be like to live
with a condition in which you rarely ever felt fully
awake and hardly ever felt fully asleep.
People who suffer from narcolepsy seem to have
this occurring on daily basis. Literature mentions that
one out of 2000 people suffer from narcolepsy. It is a
neurological disorder where the brain is unable to control the sleep and wakeful cycles. People suffering from
this disorder have episodes in which they fall asleep
unexpectedly during the day, known as “sleep attacks.”
These can occur at any time and are not limited to any
specific activity. This makes it mostly dangerous when
we are operating a vehicle. This disorder is found in patients with significantly reduced amount of neurotransmitter called hypocretin, which normally would promote wakefulness. Most of the patients with narcolepsy
don’t have a positive family history and only 10 percent
report having a close family relative with this disorder.
Ask yourself these three questions and if you
answer “yes” then there is a chance you might have
narcolepsy.
Have you had the sudden urge to sleep during
the day even though you received enough sleep the
night before?

Have you ever felt refreshed and alert after a brief
nap but then it quickly changes to sleepiness again?
Did you ever fall asleep while working, typing,
eating or speaking with someone?
To make the diagnosis of narcolepsy physicians
will order an in lab overnight sleep evaluation study followed by daytime study called MSLT.
While there is no cure for narcolepsy available
currently, many of the symptoms are treatable with
medications. Listed below are a few home remedies
and lifestyle changes that one can adapt.
Keep a consistent sleep schedule.
Take several short naps a day to alleviate excessive daytime sleepiness, limit these naps to 10 to 15
minutes only.
Get regular exercise.
Try a relaxing routine just before bedtime.
Avoid caffeine and alcoholic beverages at least
two to three hours before bedtime as these may worsen
the symptoms.
Most importantly be safe as driving can be
one of the most dangerous activities for narcoleptic
patients who are untreated as they are 10 times more
likely to have a driving accident than those without
the disorder.
If at any time you begin to feel excessively sleepy,
stop what you’re doing and take a nap.
If you or someone you know may have undiagnosed narcolepsy, please contact your primary care
physician or a sleep specialist to see if a sleep study may
be needed. While there is no cure for narcolepsy, the
treatments available for the symptoms can help relieve

and give you a more wakeful, fulfilling life.
Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D. Louisiana native
is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist who received
his undergraduate degree at LSU-Shreveport, completed his residency at LSU-HSC in New Orleans and
fellowship in sleep medicine at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr.
Cheema is the medical director at Sleep Center of New

Orleans (SCONO), located at 4232 Williams Boulevard,
Suite 108, the first of its kind accredited by the American Academy of Sleep Medicine (AASM) for treating
children and adults with any of sleep-related conditions. Dr. Cheema is board certified in family medicine by the American Board of Family Medicine and
currently practices pediatric/adult sleep medicine in
the metro New Orleans area. To schedule an appointment call the Sleep Center at 405-5582 or visit the websites, www.myscono.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.

CITY OF KENNER

Important Emergency Contacts
Kenner City Hall

468-7200

LA State Trooper

471-2775
363-5500

Kenner Police

712-2222 OR 911

Jeff Parish Sheriff

Kenner Fire

467-2211 OR 911

Entergy

1-800-968-8213
1-888-322-8667

Public Works

468-7515

Atmos

Code Enforcement

468-4068

Water Dept

736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage)

468-7292

Red Cross (Local)

620-3105

H GISELA

3 Conservative Christian

3 A Mother and Wife

3 A Business Woman

3 Has lived in district for 31 consecutive years
3 Two Small Businesses in the District
since 1992

3 A Cuban-American

3 US Citizen since 1990

3 Registered Republican since 1990
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Making home maintenance easier
By Dan Dormady

consuming.
Financial and real estate experts advise homeowners to expect maintenance costs to run between one
and four percent of a home’s value each year. The cost
of home repairs covers tasks such as lawn care, roof replacements, basic appliance repair and even paint and
floor-covering maintenance. And although some home

Many of us don’t
realize how much effort and money it will
require to maintain a
home once we finally
have one. Home maintenance can be expensive and time

SELA

Metairie • 4404 Rebecca
$159,000
Sale Pending

New Listing

®

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001
Cell 504.250.1610
Office 504.883.5252

SLEEP CENTER of NEW ORLEANS
Treating adults and children

2396 St. Thomas St.
New Orleans
799,900

Fax 504.883.5172

“SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a
healthy life. We want to improve your productivity at work or school and enhance your
mood and concentration, by implementing evidence based sleep medicine.”
- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

dkorn504@gmail.com

2390 St. Thomas St.
New Orleans
698,000

4232 Williams Blvd. Suite #108 * Kenner
405-5582

Sleep Center of New Orleans
TREATING ADULTS AND CHILDREN

SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep
better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a healthy
life. We want to improve your productivity
at work or school, enhance your mood and
concentration, by implementing evidence-based
sleep medicine.”
- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
Call us today if you
answer yes to 2 or more. CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION OF

M – TH Open 8:30 - 4:30
Fri & Sat –By appointment only

CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION

Evaluation and treatment of sleep disorders
Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea)
Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
Excessive daytime sleepiness
Narcolepsy with cataplexy
Restless leg syndrome
Insomnia

• Sleep-related breathing disorders
(Sleep apnea)

Snore?
Do you or anyone you know snore?

• Circadian rhythm sleep disorder

Do you feel tired during the day?

• Excessive daytime sleepiness

Tired?

Observed Apnea?
Stop breathing during the night?

Pressure High?
Do you have high
blood pressure?

NOW OPEN
ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

• Narcolepsy with cataplexy
• Restless leg syndrome
• Insomnia
405-5582

M-TH OPEN 8:30-4:30
4232 WILLIAMS BLVD. SUITE #108 • KENNER
WWW.MYSCONO.COM or WWW.SLEEP4MYKIDS.COM

ACCEPTS MOST
INSURANCE
PLANS INCLUDING
MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID

repairs can be unexpected, you can mitigate some unpleasant surprises by staying organized and current with
routine maintenance.
There are different ways to approach keeping
track of maintenance and improvement projects. Don’t
deliberate for too long about which option is best; choose
one that will work for you and get started.
Keep all of that information you have collected
about the mechanical equipment and appliances in your
home, as you will need to refer to it from time to time.
Low-tech options include creating files or a binder
where you keep all of your home-maintenance receipts
in chronological order or by category. Categories may
include outdoor maintenance, appliances, HVAC, furniture and floor coverings. Create files with names that
make sense to you and be sure to put all relevant paperwork, including warranty information, from repairs and
purchases inside. This way, you’ll be able to reference
documents to see the date, cost and vendor for all of your
repairs.
If you don’t want to pull out files each time you
need to find a record, you can also keep track of repairs
by creating a Word document or Excel spreadsheet that
you update each time an appliance gets serviced or
something is replaced.
There are several websites that provide online
checklists for home-maintenance projects. These are
especially helpful for those of us with little knowledge
about all the details we should be checking as a homeowner and on what schedule.
We always think we’ll remember when the dishwasher was last broken or when we installed that new
water heater, but we often underestimate how long
it has been. Make sure you update your records regularly to keep the information current. One advantage
of spreadsheet tracking is that you can sort by date and,
with a quick glance, look at what maintenance is coming
due. If you have any maintenance plans, such as an an-

nual HVAC plan or quarterly pest-control visits, be sure
to include those approximate dates in your tracker.
If you prefer to track maintenance projects electronically, reminder apps and calendars on your phone
or computer work well and can be especially helpful for
things that require regular maintenance, such as changing the filters for your HVAC system and switching out
water-purifying cartridges for your sink or refrigerator.
To stay on schedule, consider purchasing enough cartridges and filters for at least one year so you don’t have
to go to the store each time you get a reminder. And
while you’re at it, keep a regular stock of the most common light bulbs in your home.
There are also several apps that can help you track
home-maintenance jobs and expenses. HomeZada allows you to personalize your home-maintenance schedule and keep track of documents and costs for repairs.
Evernote lets you create and organize your maintenance
routines, download manuals for your products and send
yourself reminders.
Keeping track of home-maintenance projects requires attention to details that many of us would rather
ignore. But it’s important to maintain accurate records
to ensure that you’re caring for your investment properly
and so that you’re not wasting money along the way. If
you sell your home one day, you will also have a convenient and up-to-date record of major maintenance projects, such as a roof or appliance replacement, that can
be a big selling point to buyers.
Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector and the president of
Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection services. Dormady can be
reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 700113565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Real Estate
Setting the stage: Markets in
Midwest, South take top billing
in 2017 edly slower than in past years, with national home
By Linda R. Martin
Markets in the
Midwest and South
will take top billing in 2017, setting the stage for a
year of moderate home price growth, according to
Clear Capital’s recently released Home Data Index
(HDI) Market Report. Home prices on a national
scale are projected to increase 2.4 percent in the year
ahead, while in the South are projected to increase
3.5 percent and the Midwest, 3.4 percent.
Starring markets in 2017 include Dallas-Fort
Worth with 11 percent projected growth, Denver-Aurora, Colorado at 7.3 percent, Nashville, Tennessee at
7.2 percent and Jacksonville, Florida at 6.6 percent.
The move-up of the Midwest and South will
mark an end to the West’s major player role; according to the report, home prices in the West are projected to increase one percent. Affordability will also
be an issue.
“Affordability will be the name of the game over
the course of 2017, as the past few years of relatively
impressive price growth have pushed home prices
closer to the peak levels of 2006, with several markets reaching above and beyond to all time highs,”
said Clear Capital’s Alex Villacorta, vice president
in charge of research and analytics. “The national
housing market will continue to grow, albeit mark-

prices modestly increasing to the tune of 2.4 percent.
However, Western growth will be greatly limited due
to a widespread lack of affordability in almost all of
the major markets in the region – a key reason for its
tempered growth over the course of 2016.”
“Contrastingly, the traditionally lower-priced
and more affordable regions of the South and
Midwest will set the pace for growth over the next
year, while the luxury markets of the Northeast will
struggle to make impressive gains,” says Villacorta.
“In combination with affordability concerns already
plaguing demand in some markets, the potential for
additional interest rate increases over the coming
year, as well as any potential market shake-ups due
to the new presidential administration, could further
jeopardize the housing market’s now moderating
recovery. We’ll be back on deck throughout the next
year monitoring housing markets across the nation,
but for now our models are predicting softer growth
for 2017.”
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana,
can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors
office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner,
LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned
and operated company. Visit the company website at
www.gardnerRealtors.com.
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You didn’t win the lottery
By Guy Williams
You also did not
win a cruise, a vacation
condo or a fabulous allexpense paid trip. You
just didn’t. I’m sorry to burst your bubble.
Folks all over America are receiving robo calls
from seemingly enthusiastic callers announcing that
they have won things such as a free cruise. To get the
free cruise all you have to do is pay the government
port fees and you are good to go. Unfortunately, you
are not. First the company is Caribbean Cruise Lines,
an F-rated company with hundreds of complaints,
not the very similarly named, but completely legitimate Royal Caribbean Cruise Line.
Here is how the scam works. First, they robodial your cell phone, using a local number – which
is very tricky. If you answer, you get a bogus over the
top pitch about an exciting free vacation. If you mistakenly give them your credit card number, they will
charge you an initial fee and send you a companion
airline ticket. To use it, you will need to buy a full
fare ticket to go with the companion ticket. When
you arrive you go to a welcome center – but it’s like
a short-term prison camp. However, it is actually a
four to five hour time share pitch hosted by some of
the most obnoxious people on the face of the earth.
After you are released from time share jail –
please don’t buy a time share, which is also another
scam – you will get your inside cabin, with, surprise, daily housekeeping charge, fuel surcharges and handling
fees. If your deal included a rental car, you will have to

pay $200 in mandatory insurance for the 24-hour rental.
If you succeeded in not buying the timeshare, you
will be pitched to buy a timeshare once again when
you arrive in the Bahamas and will be over charged for
transport to the hotel.
If you want more details, read the online reviews,
most of which begin with the heading “total scam.”
In summary, if you did not buy a lottery ticket, you
did not win the lottery. You also did not win a cruise.
The scammers will charge you their cost in fees and surcharges. They will also hold you hostage while they try to
scam you again with a bad timeshare deal.
If you really win something, unlike this scam, you
will not have to pay anything, nor will you need to provide a credit card number.
So, my best advice is not to answer your cell phone
if you don’t recognize the number. If the call is real, they
will leave you a message. After all, why would someone
you don’t know call your cell phone?
If you think that you might be getting scammed,
stop by your local community bank, who will be happy to help you research any offer that seems too good
to be true.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president and branch
manager can be contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar,
vice president and commercial lender, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s
website at www.gulfbank.com.

Senior Living Assisted Living
Memory Care
Learn more about our vibrant and trailblazing community

504-313-6600
Or stop by on Saturday or Sunday - 3801 Loyola Drive Kenner, LA 70065

Education
Preparing our kids for “tests” in
school and life
By Isaac G. Joseph – Jefferson Parish Public School
System Superintendent
As adults, we’ve
learned that life is full
of important “tests.” Whether it’s a job interview or
a presentation to a prospective client, life is packed
with these focal moments. If you want to get that
job, land that client or make a good first impression,
it takes preparation and focus.
Preparation and focus are also a key to success
for our students. Students in grades three through
eight will take the LEAP state assessment in April
and May, while their older peers will take End of
Course exams, the ACT, and other tests over the final months of the school year.
Our teachers, administrators and staff members
do a remarkable job preparing for testing season. This
year we’ve placed special emphasis on equipping our
schools and training our staff to facilitate computerbased tests. Grades three and four will take paperbased tests this year. Grades five through eight will
test online, with the exception of science. Our teachers and students have been practicing with the same
online tools that will be used for the tests. These tools
allow teachers and students to become familiar with
the computer-based testing format and the interactive, technology-enhanced items they will use during
the actual test.
Parents can help their children focus and prepare for the tests in a number of ways. Some simple

tips covered at our recent Parent Advisory Council
meetings include making sure your child is at school
every day and on time, ensuring your child gets a good
night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast and talking with
them about any anxiety they may have about testing.
If you are looking for more test-specific information or sample questions, the Louisiana Department of Education offers a wealth of resources on
its website (louisianabelieves.com). I also encourage you to speak with your child’s teacher or visit
our website (jpschools.org) if you have questions
about the assessments your child will take or when
they will be administered.
As educators and as parents, we want to do
everything we can to prepare our children for success. By learning to meet the challenges they face
in school, our children will develop characteristics that will help them ace the many other “tests”
they’ll face after graduation.
Isaac G. Joseph is the first African American
superintendent of the Jefferson Parish Public School
System (JPPSS); the largest and most diverse school
district in Louisiana serving 48,000 students. During
his 30 year career with the district, Joseph served as
an educator, dean of student services, principal, assistant superintendent of human resources and executive director of grants and federal programs.

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
• Admiralty &
Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,
Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant,
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

Free Consultation
Let us help you!
1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062

Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall
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Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner: Your community healthcare destination
By Stephen Robinson, Jr., – Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner Chief Executive Officer
Since Ochsner
acquired what is now
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner in 2006, we
have seen some amazing things happen to the healthcare landscape here in Kenner. As a native of the New
Orleans area, I take the responsibility of providing high
quality healthcare to my friends, family and neighbors
in the Kenner community very seriously, as does our
entire Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner staff.
Today, Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner employs
nearly 1,000 skilled physicians, nurses and healthcare

professionals and continually recruits the highest
rated talent. We know that the Kenner community deserves the very best in healthcare and will not settle
for anything less. Through these efforts, we are able
to offer such core services as primary care, cardiology, obstetrics/gynecology, orthopedics, general surgery, gastroenterology and more. In addition, we offer
specialties such as pain management, neurosurgery,
a specialized infusion center, a nationally recognized
neuroendocrine tumor program and neighborhood
clinics with same day/next day appointments or extended hours.

Orthopedic
Center for
Sports
Medicine
THOMAS R.
LYONS MD

Hablamos Español

CHARLES P.
MURPHY MD

WILLIAM F.
SHERMAN JR. MD

LUIS M.
ESPINOZA MD

www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy

943-5777

7030 Canal Boulevard

889-2663

4921 Airline Drive

EXPIRES
3/31/17

PURCHASE OF $500 OR MORE

Must be presented at time of purchase, tire purchases must include nitrogen
and road hazard protection plan, gift certificates excluded

★ OPEN SATURDAYS! ★ 8:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. ★

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
Work Struts • Brake Service
Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
SATURDAYS
www.scottystireandauto.com

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Stephen Robinson, Jr., chief executive officer of
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner holds a master’s degree in healthcare administration from Tulane University, School of Public Health, as well as a bachelor’s
degree from Tulane University. Robinson is a fellow
in the American College of Healthcare Executives
and has previously served on Council, as well as the
North Shore Healthcare Alliance. To schedule an appointment at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner or for
more information, call 468-8600.

Preventing and playing golf with
low back pain
By Craig Goodwin

Spring Savings
PURCHASE OF $400 OR MORE

Convenience and easy access are two important
features to consider when deciding where to go for
your emergent and non-emergent medical needs. One
way that Ochsner has worked to provide as many access points as possible is through the recent addition
of MHM Urgent Care clinics, including the clinic on
West Esplanade. These locations across the Greater
New Orleans area will provide Ochsner patients with
a much needed additional option for their non-emergent healthcare needs.
Through our collaborative partnership with LSU
Health Sciences, we are making Kenner a destination
for those seeking treatment for a rare type of cancer
through our Neuroendocrine Tumor (NETS) program.
Since this multidisciplinary program came to Kenner
in 2006, over 2,600 patients have been treated from
around the country, completing over 1,150 complex
operations for advanced NETS over that time.
Over the past three years, we have invested over
$8.7 million back into our hospital, providing services
and facilities that were previously unavailable in Kenner, including the newly opened Ochsner Therapy and
Wellness location on Williams Boulevard. We remain
committed to continuing this type of investment and
providing the most up-to-date facilities and services to
our neighbors.

As part of the Ochsner Health System, our patients can have confidence in knowing that their local
hospital is part of one of the very best health systems
in the country and the world. Ochsner patients come
from every parish in Louisiana, each of the 50 states
and from over 80 countries around the globe. And because we have a single, integrated electronic medical
record system, our patients seamlessly move throughout our continuum of care.
At Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, we continually strive to meet the needs of each and every one of
our patients by employing excellent medical professionals and expanding our services to provide more
depth within our specialties. Our entire staff takes
pride in being part of the Kenner community, which
we regard as one of the most outstanding cities, and
places to live and work, in the Gulf South.

For the millions
of people who have
chronic, long-standing
low back pain, golf can
still be an enjoyable sport. A little effort to prevent back
injury and low back pain goes a long way. When talking
about prevention of low back pain for the sport of golf,
there are four key areas to consider – warm-up, swing,
bio-mechanics and carrying the golf bag.
Going directly to the first tee at 7:00 a.m., pulling
out the driver and then proceeding to try to tear the cover
off the ball is probably the surest way to sprain one’s back
muscles, resulting in low back pain. A thorough warm-up
before starting to play golf is critical for the muscles to get
ready for the round. A couple of simple stretches for the
shoulders, torso, hip and hamstring areas are important
to prevent injury. Some stretches include holding a golf
club behind the neck and shoulders and then rotating
the torso, pulling knees to chest and putting your leg on
the seat of your golf cart while bending forward for the
hamstrings. Gently swinging a golf club helps warm up
the muscle groups and prepares them for the torque and
twisting that a golf swing requires.
Another key area for prevention of back pain is
the swing. Practice swinging before playing golf. Golfers should emphasize finding a smooth, rhythmic swing
during your practice that will produce less stress and
less low back pain. Always trying to maintain good balance during your golf swing will help decrease stress
off the low back area. Bio-mechanics of the swing are
important to reduce low back pain. For example, if you
still have a significant amount of your weight on your
right side (for right handed golfer), you’ve relied on your
lumbar spine to rotate your body toward the target and
the lumbar spine is meant to stabilize your upper torso,
not turn it. Instead, you want your hips and pelvis to do
most of the rotational work and you can achieve that by
getting your weight well into your left leg as you strike

the ball. An easy and fluid golf swing is a must to avoid
low back pain.
We must have a regular routine of stretching and
low-impact exercise to help maintain our ability to play
golf. Stretching and maintaining flexibility is important
to individuals with low back pain in order to prevent
further injury or muscle strain related to golf. Individuals with chronic low back pain tend to lose flexibility
which will lead to further low back pain. Staying wellconditioned aerobically will also help lessen discomfort
in the low back area and allow you to enjoy golf. Lowimpact aerobic conditioning, such as walking or stationary biking, are both gentle on the back and are usually
well tolerated for golfers with low back pain. This type
of exercise should be done for 30 to 40 minutes at least
three times weekly.
Most acute low back injuries that occur during
a game of golf will get better over a couple of days to
weeks. Muscle strains are the most common injury
from golf and usually occur from forceful golf swings or
a sudden shift during a downswing. For relief of the pain
and to promote healing from golf-related injuries and
low back pain, it is always advisable to rest for a day or
two from the activity that promoted the pain, allowing
the muscles to heal more quickly. Do not try to continue
playing through an episode of low back pain. Continue
to stretch. Continuing a low-impact aerobic exercise
program will help the healing process and allow you to
slowly return to playing golf again.
Always remember to apply the prevention tips to
help you stay healthy while playing golf.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 3921 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner and at two other locations in Metairie
and on the West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical
School Department of Allied Health Department of Physical
Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and
Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@
gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.
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Mobile health monitoring for seniors
By Marie M. Clesi
Americans as
a whole are getting
older and living longer. According to the
National Institutes of Health (NIH), 40 million people
over the age of 65 account for 13 percent of the total
U.S. population. By 2030, the NIH predicts that number
will nearly double to 72 million seniors. And according
to the Administration of Aging, people reaching the
age of 65 now have an increased life expectancy of 18.8
additional years. With that increased longevity comes
many new health challenges, including hypertension,
heart disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
(COPD) and diabetes.
Telemedicine advances for seniors
Hospital readmissions currently cost the U.S.
healthcare system $25 billion annually. In an attempt
to reduce those costs, Medicare penalizes hospitals if a
senior is readmitted within 30 days of being discharged.
Mobile health monitoring devices can help improve
patient care and lower hospital readmissions. In 2012,
the American Telemedicine Association estimated that

more than 10 million Americans directly benefited
from telemedicine services – more than twice the number of patients from three years prior.
Indianapolis-based St. Vincent Health conducted
a pilot program in 2012 that used remote video conferencing to connect nurses with discharged patients
who suffered from heart failure and COPD. During the
two-year study, the program reduced readmissions for
participants by 75 percent. A 2007 study conducted by
the Department of Veterans Affairs found that its telehealth initiatives resulted in a 25 percent reduction in
the number of days of bed care and a 19 percent reduction in hospital admissions. The Veterans Health Administration’s (VHA) national home telehealth program,
Care Coordination/Home Telehealth (CCHT), uses
mobile messaging devices to send text-based questions
from VHA staff to home patients to assess their health
status and self-management capabilities.
Recently, the Mayo Clinic began implementing a
new remote monitoring system that can help doctors
review data from heart patients more efficiently. Miniature sensors are attached directly to the skin to monitor the patient’s heart and respiratory rate, ECG and
activity level, then the sensors send the data directly to

the physician’s mobile phone for further analysis and
follow-up.
Emerging mobile health monitoring technologies
Each year at the Consumer Electronics Show in
Las Vegas, hundreds of booths are dedicated to new or
emerging telehealth and mHealth technologies. These
mobile devices are especially attractive to hospitals,
clinics, doctors and other health care providers, because of the potential to provide better off-site, up-tothe-minute patient data, which can help catch health
problems early and keep seniors out of the emergency
room.
Some of the new mobile apps for seniors that are
currently available include the following.
Diabetes monitors. New apps track food consumption and medication use, which can affect blood
glucose levels. Other apps send alarm-based medication reminders and connect diabetics to online interactive forums.
GPS trackers. These GPS apps can help family
and caregivers locate seniors with early-stage Alzheimer’s disease or diabetics with low-blood-sugar levels who
might get confused and wander off.

Medication trackers. This type of app keeps
track of prescriptions, so each medication is taken at
its scheduled time.
Pain monitors. Patients use these apps to register pain levels at different times by simply tapping easyto-understand icons, instead of typing text.
The future of mobile health monitoring looks
bright. There are more than 8,700 health-related apps
currently available for a variety of devices, according to
The Wall Street Journal. George Halvorson, chief executive officer of Kaiser Permanente, thinks that accessing
health information on mobile devices will soon become
the “new norm.”
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select
State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Casualty
Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, renters,
life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard,
Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421
or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net.

Automotive

How to get your car to last a long time
By Scott Zimmerman
I often get asked
the question, “Is there
anything I can do beyond normal servicing
with preventative maintenance to make my car last.”
Based on my years of experience as a professional
in the automotive business I will discuss habitually
problematic areas, such as the engine, cooling system,
brakes, transmission and tires. What I will discuss is not
your car’s normal maintenance schedule, but guide you
to help decide if your car needs further maintenance or
repair. You can apply these tips to almost any car on the
road, old and new. Preventative maintenance, common
sense and high-quality parts are ways to keep your vehicle on the road longer and in a safe condition.
Engine
It is important that you change your oil every 3,000
miles using quality oil and filters. Fix any leaks as any
loss of oil is critical. Read your “dipsticks.”
Cooling system
It is a good idea to change the coolant at the first
1,500 miles and then every two to three years thereafter.
Replace the thermostat and its seal at the same time
using factory parts.
A radiator problem can sneak up on you as it takes
place gradually, over a long period of time, maybe two
to three years and is hard to detect. There is a slow
build-up of deposits on the inside of the radiator’s cooling tubes, kind of like the plaque build-up on your teeth.
But this build up is on the inside of the radiator where it
can’t be seen, which means the radiator has to be taken
out and disassembled so the tubes can be cleaned to
remove the deposits – called a rod and core job. Also
check the cooling fans, water pump and hoses to make
sure they are in good operating condition.
Brakes
In addition to normal maintenance and repair,
brake fluid needs to be changed every year because
moisture can be absorbed which over time can cause
rust, oxidation and sludge to build up. Take a turkey
baster and suck the brake fluid directly out of the mas-

ter cylinder’s reservoir and then replace what’s removed
with new fluid. But the best way is to actually bleed the
entire system. After opening all four bleed screws, use
the master cylinder to pump all the old fluid out, then
replace with fresh brake fluid and bleed the system of
air. Have a qualified automotive shop do this if you can’t
do it yourself.
Transmission
The transmission lubricating oil should be
changed at the first 1,500 miles and at least every 50,000
miles thereafter. It doesn’t hurt anything to change it
sooner but don’t let it get low because of a leak. The
most common area for a leak is at the tail housing seal
where the driveshaft plugs in. Another place is at the
location of the fill and drain plugs but rarely at the joints
where the transmission housings are bolted together.
If your vehicle’s automatic transmission pan has
a drain plug you should change the fluid every 20,000
to 30,000 miles. Most vehicles don’t have drain plugs,
so automatic transmission servicing needs to be done.
Pulling the pan, cleaning or replacing the screen (if
it has one) and renewing the fluid that was drained
is what needs to be done every 50,000 miles, if not before. Read your vehicle’s owner’s manual and use it as a
guide. Learn how to check the fluid level and add fluid
if needed. Automatic transmissions are usually checked
with the engine running in “park” or “neutral.”
Tires
Make sure your tires are inflated properly. Make
it a habit to check tire pressure regularly. A car pulling
to one side or another could easily be from something
as simple as low air pressure in one tire. Regular tire
rotation maintains even wear thus prolonging tire life.
Abnormal wear patterns are a good indication that your
car has an alignment problem or worn out parts. Have
the front-end components checked for wear. If tires
wear evenly and the car does not pull one way or the
other, your alignment is probably fine.
The highest quality parts you can afford go a long
way toward ensuring you get a good repair. Treat your
car with the respect it deserves. It will be a faithful companion and regular maintenance will ensure it stays
healthy and has a long life.

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire
and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated
full-service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200
Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30

a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday and 8:00
a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Scotty’s website is
www.scottystireandauto.com.
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Kenner School Spotlight:
Schneckenburger Elementary
The teachers, administrators, and staff of Walter
Schneckenburger Elementary help students achieve
their academic and personal best. Children receive the
support of educators, families, and the community in a
nurturing and positive environment.
Students are engaged in a well rounded experience
that includes technology infused lessons, hands-on
activities, and opportunities to develop leadership skills.
In addition to providing a safe learning environment,
Schneckenburger Elementary offers many annual events and
programs: summer camp, Scholastic book fair, quarterly awards
programs, Jefferson Dollars For Scholars, Safety Patrol, United Way,
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO), K-Kids (Kiwanis), Kids Hope
USA, fall festival, monthly positive behavior incentives, grandparents
events, winter program, DARE (5th grade), math/literacy night, field
day, healthy choice lifestyles PE program, and the annual ballroom
dance competition.
At Schneckenburger Elementary, “Tomorrow begins
with the children of today.”
Christi Rome is the principal of Schneckenburger
Elementary. The school is represented by Jefferson
Parish School Board District IX Member Sandy DenapolisBosarge. Schneckenburger Elementary is located at 26
Earnest Avenue in Kenner. For more information, call
504-443-1236 or visit schneckenburger.jpschools.org.
KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates
Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary,
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle,
Schneckenburger Elementary, Washington Montessori, G. T. Woods Elementary

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Give your family
Peace Of Mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a
calm and rational atmosphere

Call Today: 466-8577

Government
East Jefferson Levee Lift Project is underway
The East Jefferson Lakefront Levee Lift Project
is underway. The project spans the Lake Pontchartrain
lakefront and is being simultaneously performed in
three sections – Northwest Kenner from the West Return Floodwall to the Duncan Canal; in Kenner and Metairie, from the Duncan Canal to the Suburban Canal;
and, in Northeast Metairie, from the Suburban Canal
to the 17th Street Canal in Bucktown.
To view maps of the Lakefront Levee Lift sections
visit www.lakefrontleveelift.com/maps.html.
“Safety for the public and construction crews is
a top priority. Levee District Police have stepped-up
patrols on the levee and connecting transportation
corridors,” said East Jefferson Levee District Executive Director Derek Boese. “With Jefferson Parish and
the city of Kenner Public Works and transportation officials, we daily monitor and identify truck routes and
ensure that adequate public signage is posted. Our goal
is to ensure a safe and minimally disruptive environment for the public,” said Boese.
The All Weather Access Road (pedestrian and
bike path) will remain open. However, depending on
construction activity, entry and exit points to the levee
will be limited and users should expect temporary closures, at times. Levee users should stay out of fenced
construction areas or risk being cited for trespassing.
Outreach efforts to East Jefferson neighborhood
associations, businesses and governments are ongoing.
“I would like to thank the Jefferson Parish Council for
allowing Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Author-

ity-East Board President Joe Hassinger and myself the
opportunity to present at its regularly scheduled council meeting recently. At each stage of the project, we
will continue project updates and briefings to the Jefferson Parish and Kenner City Councils, residents and
business and community groups,” said Boese.
Detailed maps and project status updates are
immediately available at www.Lakefrontleveelift.com,
833-LIFT (5438) and leveelifts@ejld.com. The levee lift
project is expected to be completed in late summer of
2017.
Lakefront levees will be lifted to approximately
17 feet. Project crews will clear existing vegetation and
associated organic material from the levees. Removed
material will be hauled to a designated permitted location. Crews will then lift the levee by adding one to two
feet of new clay. When the lift is complete, levee grass
will be reestablished.
The project is an $8 million investment in flood
risk reduction infrastructure. When completed, the
lifted levees will mitigate subsidence, account for sea
level rise and maintain levee accreditation. Continued compliance with federal accreditation standards
will maintain current FEMA flood risk assessments
and support stable and possibly lower flood insurance
premiums and coverage requirements. Levee lifts performed prior to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ levee
armoring project will extend levee life and save an estimated $8 to 10 million in local tax dollars.

Code sweep on Ole Miss Drive yields 17
five cars cited for parking on grass.
violations
Every resident issued a violation was given
In February 2017 a code sweep by Kenner’s Inspection and Code Enforcement Department in the
3400 block of Ole Miss Drive uncovered 17 violations.
The violations included three abandoned vehicles, one building maintenance required, one soffit/
fascia repair needed, one address required, two high
grass citations, four litter or debris violations and

time to come into compliance with city ordinances,
said Rick Walther, Kenner Assistant Inspection and
Code Enforcement Department Director.
The department regularly conducts sweeps
throughout the city. In this case, Walther said the
sweep was triggered by complaints from residents of
the neighborhood.

Kenner City Council meeting schedule for
27 and 28, which shortens the deadlines for putting
March changed
city business on the council agenda and addressing
The Kenner City Council on Thursday unani- other city matters.
mously approved a change to the council meeting
“It is my goal to limit any changes to the counschedule for March 2017.
cil meeting schedule so the public can plan ahead
The March 2 meeting will be moved to March 9
and attend any meetings they would like,” Zahn said.
and the March 16 meeting will be moved to March 23. “However, making this change will ensure we are able
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn requested the sched- to timely conduct important city business.”
uling change, explaining that due to the Mardi Gras
This change affects only the March 2017 Kenner City Council meeting schedule..
holiday, Kenner City Hall is closed on both Februbary

Community

Free Senior Exposition set for March at the
Pontchartrain Center longevity and improving quality of life. Seniors can
The Jefferson Parish 2017 Senior Exposition for
senior citizens will be held Friday, March 10, from 8:30
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Pontchartrain Center located
at 4545 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The theme is
“Spring is in the Air.” Admission is free and open to the
public. Lunch will be served.
The purpose of the exposition is to provide vital,
informative health and welfare initiatives for Jefferson Parish senior residents with the goal of increasing

talk directly to the experts about health promotion opportunities, disease and injury prevention and health
issues or concerns.
The Senior Expo, hosted by the Jefferson Council on Aging and Jefferson Parish, will feature exhibitors introducing new products and will be offering a
variety of free health screenings.
For more information or to become a sponsor,
contact Robyn Hubbard at 207-4141.
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Sports
Cousins makes excellent first
impression
By Ken Trahan
It is often said that
first impressions are the
most relevant, with long term implications.
If first impressions matter, give Demarcus Cousins a huge passing grade.
Fire and ice. New life. 17.
The bullet points from the introductory press
conference with the new Pelican went swimmingly.
Now, it is time to dive in to test the waters.
Cousins was acquired by New Orleans in a blockbuster trade with Sacramento on the night of the AllStar game in New Orleans on Sunday, February 19 at
Smoothie King Center, a game in which Cousins participated, along with his new teammate, Anthony Davis.
It was Davis who earned the Most Valuable Player in
the All-Star game, scoring a record 52 points.
The mercurial, bombastic, combustible but brilliantly talented center is now a Pelican, acquired for a
package of Tyreke Evans, Buddy Hield, Langston Galloway, a first-round pick and a second-round pick in 2017.
Given the fact that Cousins is the most talented, best
center in the NBA, it was an excellent deal by New Orleans and Pelicans General Manager Dell Demps.
How significant was the trade? Consider this.
Cousins is fourth in the league in scoring at 27.8
points while Davis is fifth at 27.7 points. Davis is sixth
in the league in rebounds at 11.9 while Cousins is 11th
at 10.6. Davis is second in the league at 2.47 blocks per
game while Cousins is 19th at 1.33 blocks per contest.
Davis is sixth in the NBA with 36 double-doubles while
Cousins is tenth with 34.
Davis and Cousins are two of only three players in
the league averaging 25 and 10 rebounds. In the 19971998 season, Tim Duncan averaged 21.1 points and 11.9
rebounds while David Robinson averaged 21.6 points
and 10.6 rebounds with San Antonio. Davis and Cousins have better numbers this season.
The difference is that Robinson was past his
prime. Davis and Cousins are at their best, if not close
to their best.
Jrue Holiday has proven that he is healthy again
and he has proven to be a solid point guard once
again. He is averaging 16.3 points, 7.5 assists, seventh
in the league, and 1.6 steals per game while shooting a

career best 39.3 percent from 3-point range.
The anticipation of watching the two former Kentucky stars play together is palpable.
“It’s been an emotional roller coaster,” Cousins
said. “Everything happened so quick, very unexpected.
I’m a firm believer that everything happens for a reason.
I’m excited for this opportunity. I’m looking forward to
it. I plan on embracing my teammates, this team, this
organization, this city. This is home for me now.”
Cousins admitted to being shocked and disappointed with the news that he was traded by Sacramento to New Orleans and refused to answer or commit to a
long-term extension with the Pelicans.
“Just a lot of mixed emotions, it was very unexpected,” Cousins said. “It was disappointment right
away, honestly. I talked to my agent and there was a lot
of confusion. I’ve tried to understand the situation. I’m
not sour, I’m not mad, I don’t have any ill feelings. I’m
comfortable with it. I’m in a good place.”
He then expressed his genuine excitement level
of having the opportunity to play alongside Davis, his
Team USA teammate.
“I think it’s a great opportunity,” Cousins said. “I
think we can both learn from one another. I think our
games complement one another. Being together is
going to make both of our jobs easier. I think we can
wreak havoc on the league. Will it happen overnight?
Probably not.”
Cousins captured the essence of his personality
versus that of Davis.
“We’re opposites, you’ve got a little fire, you’ve got
a little ice,” Davis said.
No doubt Cousins, with his flamboyant style, personality and temper is fire while Davis, with his low key
approach, is ice.
Ironically, the Pelicans played at Sacramento on
February 12, a week before the trade. Cousins and the
Kings won the game 105-99. Cousins dominated with
28 points and 14 rebounds while Davis was equally as
good in a losing cause with 32 points and 10 rebounds.
The two talked before and during that contest, dreaming about one day playing together on the same team.
“Me and him (Davis) had a little chat, I’m like,
come on over to Sac (Sacramento),” Cousins said.
“He’s giving me like, no, you come to New Orleans. It’s

Community
KPD offers opportunities for teenagers to
learn about law enforcement
Kenner’s Community Development Department
will be hosting a community meeting to help in the recruitment of boys and girls ages 14 to 17 for the Kenner
Police Department (KPD) Youth Explorer Program.
This program is designed to open opportunities for
students to learn about careers in law enforcement
and develop positive community relationships with
the KPD. “We encourage youth and their parents to
attend this community outreach event and meet the
officers who guide the youth in the program and hear
the benefits to our kids,” said Kenner Community Development Department Director Arleeta Terrell.
The explorers receive regular monthly instruction about police department operations, volunteer
their time to help at various KPD and community

events, participate in social activities and attend a
summer camp. “The program is educational and fun
and encourages high standards for teens and young
adults,” said Terrell. “The Explorer Program helps to
build youth self-confidence, decision making and social skills and character.”
The program is free.
KPD Officers James Virgil and Ninoska Guggenheim will present program information and details
about how to register for the program at a meeting
scheduled for 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday March 21, 2017 at
the Martin Luther King Community Resource Center
located at 1042 31st Street in Kenner.
For more information contact Rose Behan at the
SINCE
1987at 466-0697.
MLK Community Resource
Center

just funny.”
The dream has become a reality and the result
will be amazing to watch as it unfolds.
When asked how competitive he was, Cousins did
not hesitate.
“About 17 technicals,” Cousins said to a host of
laughter.
Pelicans head coach Alvin Gentry responded in
jest.
“We’ve already talked about that,” Gentry said.
“We don’t get suspended here.”
Demps was smiling as he discussed the move and
dispelled any notion that Holiday will not be here the
rest of the season.
“I’ve got to thank the Kings, we were able to get
it (the deal) done,” Gentry said. “We just felt like the
opportunity of bringing Demarcus here to play with
Anthony and with Jrue Holiday, we just felt like those
three guys, putting them together, it can be exciting
just to think about the possibilities. Jrue is the point
guard for us to run the team.”
There has always been some doubt that Holiday
would re-sign with New Orleans when his current contract expires at the end of this season. Holiday is on the
books for $11,286,518. Given his health, he figures to
command interest on the open market.
The Pelicans will have to up the ante to keep him
but the odds of him remaining grew for Jrue exponentially with the trade. Everyone wants to play for a contender. New Orleans has arguably become that.
Gentry feels certain that Davis and Cousins can
play well together.
“We’ve got two great players,” Gentry said. “He’s
going to help our team tremendously. It’s just a matter
of putting it all together. The chemistry thing, I don’t
see that that is going to be a problem. As Demarcus
said, I think their games are very complimentary.”
Gentry expounded further on the pairing.
“Both of them are capable of being inside players, both of them are capable on the outside, of being
outside players. Demarcus is shooting 36 percent from
3-point range. That’s a heck of a percentage for a guy
his size. I see those guys being very complementary.
When you go to Demarcus early, all of a sudden, you are
shooting bonus free throws much, much earlier.”
Gentry is cautiously optimistic about the short
term returns of the trade.
One of the areas we’ve struggled in is obviously
the rebounding. With his (Cousins) size and Omri
(Casspi’s) size, we can put a really big team out on
the floor. It’s not going to happen overnight but I’m
extremely, extremely excited about the possibilities.
We’re going to try to make it work quickly. That may
not be the case but we don’t have a whole lot of margin of error.”
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Cousins, who is a native of Mobile, is close to his
roots now and said he had been to New Orleans many
times in the past.
While all of the attention was focused on Cousins,
Casspi was also introduced as a member of the Pelicans. Casspi, who spent a few days with the organization a couple of years ago, is back on a permanent basis
to lend length and shooting to the New Orleans offense
as part of the deal with the Kings.
“I’m super excited to be here,” Casspi said. “Sacramento has been home for me and Demarcus for a
while. Now, we’re so excited about the opportunities,
obviously playing under Coach Gentry. Playing with A.D.
can even be better for my game. Everything happens
for a reason as Demarcus said. At the time, it wasn’t
the right time (to be a Pelican) but I’m excited now
and want to do everything to win.”
With one more year left on his current contract,
Cousins chose not to address the elephant in the room.
Cousins is under contract through the 2017-2018 season. He makes $16,957,900 this season and is slated to
make $18,063,850 next season. New Orleans officials
are reportedly confident in their ability to re-sign Cousins. Davis is under contract through 2020-21.
“No, I’m going to make the best of the opportunity,”
Cousins said. “That’s not a question I can answer right
away, obviously. I’m all in to make the best of this opportunity and see what the future holds.”
With regard to his choice to wear the number “0”
in New Orleans, Cousins was succinct.
“New life,” Cousins said.
With his nickname “Boogie,” Cousins is hoping to
strike a rhythmic tune in trying to lead the Pelicans to
the NBA version of the “Big Dance,” the postseason.
While Cousins said he will have to watch himself more closely due to the 17 technical fouls he has
already accumulated with a possible game suspension
looming with any more that he accrues, Cousins will
not change who he is.
“I will work hard to control myself because I want
to play but I will not change who I am, Cousins said.
“I’m here to win, that’s it.”
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO 990
AM/WGSO.com, is president and general manager of www.
SportsNola.com and hosts “Sportsnola TV” on Monday
nights at 6:00 p.m. on WHNO, TV 20. Trahan is the general
manager and chairman of the board of the Saints Hall
of Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome, runs
the Life Resources Sports Ministry and hosts All Access
SportsTalk on WGSO, 990 AM and WGSO.com on Monday,
Thursday and Friday at 6:05 p.m. as well as “The Three
Tailgaters Show” on Saturday morning from 10:05 a.m.
to noon with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille.

We Shop For You!
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Homeowners insurance provides
coverage for your home and personal
belongings. Liability coverage is another
critical component.
Single Family Homes
Rental Properties

Condominiums
Much More

467-0800
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REPRESENTING
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Community

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
By Rafael E. Saddy
The
Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce of Louisiana

(HCCL) is a non-profit organization whose mission is
to foster the continued economic growth, development
and promotion of Hispanic businesses and their associa-

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads

The Executive
Achievers Association meets
for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Thursday, March 2 & 16
at Messina’s Catering,
2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident Public Speaker

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member
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We do Insurance Work
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COLLISION CARE
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All Cars Sanded & Taped.1/2 Down in Cash.
Balance in Cash upon Completion.
Quality Work. Prep included.

Community announcements
March 23 – Top Taco Fest at Riverwalk’s Spanish
Plaza from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. For information visit
www.toptaconola.com.
March 25 – Spring Municipal Primary Election.
Early voting is March 11-18 from 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
For information visit www.sos.la.gov.
April 1 – Gala Music presents in concert D J Lobo
from New York City. For information call 850-766-4602.
April 15 –Income taxes due. It is that time of the
year and every person that receives income, resides in
the United States and fulfills certain requirements is required to file an income tax return and to pay any taxes
that are due. Everyone must file, including individuals
not in permanent residence status. Hispanics in T.P.S.
and/or pending on legalization status are encouraged
to file taxes to avoid any complications with the Internal Revenue Service. If you are not sure about how to
file an income tax return, ask the proper authorities for
guidance. If you do not have a Social Security number
the IRS will issue an ITIN number. This is not a Social
Security number but a number assigned specifically to
individuals so they can file a tax return and pay their
taxes. For further information contact the IRS or your
local registered tax accountant.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center
offers various programs as well as access to information
and referrals for all sorts of issues. For information call
469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable channel
76 or U-verse channel 99) has Hispanic TV programs
every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m.
For more information and program schedule, go to www.
kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner TV logo.
I leave you with this thought. “If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and
become more, you are a leader.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for
the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana
(LACAL) and serves on the governing board of directors
of Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be sent
to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

FREE ESTIMATES.
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tions in the state of Louisiana. It serves as the conduit
between the Hispanic business community and the community at large.
The Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Louisiana
was created as the result of a merger in 1999 of two
chambers – The Louisiana Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (incorporated in 1984) and The Gulf Coast International Chamber of Commerce (incorporated in 1990).
HCCL is committed to creating and facilitating a
business climate within the Hispanic community which
will result in economic development and progress for
Louisiana. Included within its focus is a dedication to
the expansion of trade relations between the state of
Louisiana and Latin America.
Just as HCCL works to build capacity in the Hispanic business community, it also works with traditional
American businesses to help them approach this fastest
growing minority population in the United States.
In March of 2006 they launched the Hispanic Business Resources and Technology Center, the first such entity of its kind in the nation. In 2008 they established the
only web-based bilingual soft skills workforce development training program in the state and in January 2017
they branched out to Kenner.
The Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Louisiana
Foundation is excited to announce the launch of its
Bilingual Workforce Development Program. This muchneeded program will provide employment and training
services to individuals within the Hispanic community
to help in preparing and finding gainful employment.
The program anticipates success in bringing
together the local business community with a muchneeded skilled workforce. It is eligible to all adults ages
18 or older who are legal U.S. citizens or residents and
are currently unemployed. The main services provided
will include career counseling, resume and cover letter
assistance, interview preparation and job placement.
Participants will also have a Hispanic instructor/case
manager for support and computer lab access to utilize
career training software. The services will be offered at
2200 Veterans Memorial Boulevard in Suite 200 in Kenner. For more Information, please contact 885-4262 or
email president@hccl.biz.

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609
4/26/15 6:13 PM

Southwest Airlines launching two new flights
“This announcement is another example of the
from New Orleans
exciting things happening at the Louis Armstrong New
Southwest Airlines, the Airport’s largest carrier, will begin seasonal service from Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport (MSY) to RaleighDurham International Airport (RDU) and John Glenn
Columbus International Airport (CMH) on April 30,
2017. Twice weekly service to Raleigh-Durham, North
Carolina, will be offered on Fridays and Sundays. Columbus, Ohio, will be served once a week on Sundays.
“These new nonstop routes from New Orleans to
Raleigh-Durham and Columbus are another example
of how we’re connecting our customers to what’s important in their lives and maintaining our position
as New Orleans’ top choice in air travel,” said Adam
Decaire, Southwest Airlines’ Managing Director of
Network Planning. “The route allows for quicker and
easier access to the Big Easy during the weekends, a
time period that matters most to our customers who
are traveling to and from New Orleans.”
Southwest flights represent over 35 percent of all
flights from MSY with an average of 54 flights each day
to 22 non-stop destinations. With these two new flights,
Southwest increases their market share in New Orleans and helps to improve total non-stop destinations
from New Orleans to 60. To purchase tickets for any of
Southwest’s flights, visit www.Southwest.com.

Orleans International Airport. We appreciate Southwest’s commitment in improving access to New Orleans for visitors around the country,” said New Orleans
Mayor Mitch Landrieu. “Our community will benefit
from these two new flights with greater connectivity to
the places they want to go.”
“Southwest Airlines is a great partner to our airport and community,” said New Orleans Aviation Board
Chairwoman Cheryl Teamer. “We are thrilled with
Southwest’s decision to expand service with two new
routes from New Orleans.”
“Southwest Airlines has done so much to connect
our city with destinations throughout the country,” said
New Orleans Councilman Jared Brossett, chair of the
transportation and aviation committee. “Our community will be pleased with these new flights to Columbus
and Raleigh-Durham.”
“These flights are welcomed additions to the
service Southwest already offers from New Orleans,”
said Mark Reis, interim director of aviation for Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport. “We
are excited that our largest carrier is continuing to
grow in our market with flights to Raleigh-Durham
and John Glenn Columbus International, a new destination from MSY.”
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Entertainment
“March” to the beat of a different drummer at Treasure Chest
By Rodney Miller – Treasure Chest Casino Marketing Director
It’s March! And
that means spring is
drumming up warmer
weather. Everything
gets warmer around
these parts. In fact, some things get downright hot,
like the food, the music and the chances to win at
your Treasure Chest Casino. And as your neighborhood casino, when we say we march to the beat of a
different drummer in March, we mean it both literally and figuratively.

“Crawfish Boil on the Lake” makes its triumphant return on March 24, 2017. Enjoy crawfish
and live music out on Treasure Chest’s front lawn
from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Each platter is $10 for
B Connected members and $15 for non-members
with beer and other beverages available for purchase. And once again, a portion of all proceeds
will go to support local charities. A different area
band will get the dancing started each Friday,
so when we say we march to the beat of a different drummer, we mean there will literally be a

different drummer every Friday!
Plus, don’t miss “Marchin’ into Cash” on Saturday, March 11. From 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m., 30
winners will be drawn to win $500 cash! All B Connected players will receive one free entry plus can
earn additional entries with play that day. Check
in at any kiosk starting at 6:00 p.m. to enter to win.
And, what is at the end of every rainbow? We
like to think it is a Treasure Chest and on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17, the end of the rainbow leads
to our promotional kiosks where all B Connected
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players can win free slot dollars. Just earn 500 slot
points from noon until 10:00 p.m. to swipe and win.
Every swipe is a winner of up to $1,000 slot dollars.
Anyway, these are just a few of the ways Treasure Chest Casino is drumming up a good time this
March. We’ve been waiting all winter to bring the
fun outside so as always, we’ll see you on the lake!
As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must
be 21 or older to enter the casino and become a B
Connected member. Membership is free and rules
and restrictions apply.
Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino Marketing Director which is located is located at 5050 Williams Blvd in Kenner on the lake. Visit the website at
www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

Free live entertainment for March at Treasure Chest Casino
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom.
Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at

5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is
open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday.

The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the
casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com,
for more information.

Below is a list of entertainment with schedule
and times subject to change.

Wed., March 1
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sat., March 4
9:00 p.m.-1:00a .m.
The Wiseguys

Thurs., March 9
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
No Idea

Sun., March 12
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Fri., March 17
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Nouveau

Wed., March 22
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sat., March 25
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
New Suit

Thurs., March 30
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Thurs., March 2
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Foret Tradition

Sun., March 5
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., March 15
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sat., March 18
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Flipside

Thurs., March 23
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Top Cats

Sun., March 26
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Fri., March 31
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Brad Sapian

Fri., March 3
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Will Cooper & Southern Groove

Wed., March 8
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Fri., March 10
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
John Pierre
& Expressions

Thurs., March 16
Closed Private Party

Sun., March 19
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Fri., March 24
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Cullen Landry &
The Midnight Streetcar

Wed., March 29
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sat., March 11
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
The Blenderz Band

Jefferson Chamber to host prohibition style
annual gala
A VIP Party will kick off the evening at 6:30 p.m.
The Jefferson Chamber of Commerce is hosting a
party on the turf of the New Orleans Saints Indoor Training Facility, located at 5800 Airline Drive in Metairie. Its
1920’s themed annual gala will celebrate the chamber’s
20th anniversary on Friday, March 24, 2017. The event,
presented by Ochsner Health System, will feature an
open bar, heavy hors d’oeuvres, silent auction, dancing
and live musical entertainment by the Phunky Monkeys.
This event, an opportunity to socialize with Jefferson Parish’s top business leaders, community activists and elected officials, is open to both members and
non-members of the Jefferson Chamber. All proceeds
from the gala assist the Jefferson Chamber in supporting
the many initiatives that it sponsors in the community,
including economic, business and leadership development and education-related programs. Revenue from
this event also enhances the chamber’s capabilities to
promote and support a pro-business legislative agenda.

The doors to the gala will open at 7:30 p.m. and the celebration will continue until 11:00 p.m. Tickets are now
on sale and can be purchased on the chamber’s website,
www.jeffersonchamber.org. “Early Bird Gala” tickets are
$100 until March 13, 2017. Corporate packages and sponsorship opportunities are also available.
The Jefferson Chamber annual gala sponsors include Ochsner Health System, New Orleans Saints and
Pelicans, Jefferson Financial Federal Credit Union, First
NBC Bank, First Bank and Trust, Adams and Reese, LLP,
Postlethwaite and Netterville, Entergy Louisiana, Rault
Resources Group, Whitney Bank, Cox Louisiana, East
Jefferson General Hospital, Zito Companies, Event Producers, Pigeon Caterers, Global Staffing Solutions, CORT
Furniture, Buisson Creative and The Phunky Monkeys.
For more information or to purchase tickets contact Alex Zarookian at 835-3880 or alex@jeffersonchamber.org.

Camellia Club holds annual workshop
The Camellia Club of New Orleans will hold
its annual workshop on Sunday, March 5, 2017, at
Longue Vue House and Gardens located at 7 Bamboo
Road in New Orleans. The event is open to the public
and is free of charge. The workshop will be conducted from 1:00 until 4:00 p.m.
There will be demonstrations of propagation of

camellias by grafting and cutting. Grafting demonstrations will be done throughout the day and, for the
cost of $10, members of the public can have a camellia grafted for them. Additionally, a presentation will
be made on “How the camellia came to America” at
1:30 p.m. There will also be camellia plants available
for purchase.

Kenner Police Department
Drug Tip Hotline

Ask a Banker to Learn More.

466-3073

Ride to a branch or go online. | GULFBANK.COM | 800.223.2060
GCB_KStarFreeChecking17.indd 1

12/14/16 11:41 AM
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The Chateau Estates Civic Organization (CECO) recently elected its new board members for 2017. CECO
represents over 1,300 homeowners in the Chateau Estates neighborhoods. Area directors, standing left to right,
are Sandy Katz (southwest), Herman Bastian (northwest), Ted Berggren (southeast), Bob Bales (northwest),
Beverly Melancon (southwest), Sid Bullard (northeast), Jamillah Grant (southeast) and Pete Lang (ad chair). The
executive committee members, sitting left to right, are CECO Treasurer Julius Neumeyer, Secretary Michael
Zsembik, President Mike Murphy, Vice President Steve Gardner and Past President Bud Logan.

PROPOSITION(S)
City of Kenner Proposition
(Streets Millage Renewal)
Shall the City of Kenner, State of Louisiana be authorized to renew the levy
and collection of a tax of five and fifty-nine one-hundredths (5.59) mills on
all property subject to taxation in said City for a period of ten (10) years,
beginning with the year 2018, with the estimated
amount reasonably expected to be collected from the
YES
levy of the tax for one year being $2,700,000, for the
purpose of acquiring, constructing, improving, and
maintaining public streets in said City?

NO

State representative seat
from page 1

limited in 2014. Stagni has served on the Kenner
Planning and Zoning Commission, Kenner Board
of Zoning Adjustments, Jefferson Parish Board of
Election Supervisors and the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals State Board of Chiropractic Examiners.
“As a Kenner Councilman, I passed legislation
assessing street damage post-Katrina, requiring
disclosure and transparency in public contracts,
dedicating revenues to capital improvements and
for additional signage, lighting and pedestrian
striping in and around our neighborhoods and

Landscaping & Design,
Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,
Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal

schools,” said Stagni. “I opposed higher property
taxes and fought for the wise spending of our tax
dollars. My business background, community service and my being a proven effective councilman
has prepared me to be state representative,” said
Stagni.
Candidate Toney did not respond to requests
for information.
Early voting is from March 11 until March 17,
2017. A general election, if needed, will be held on
Saturday, April 29, 2017 with early voting from April
15 through April 22, 2017.
The unexpired term ends in January 2020.
The 92nd House District encompasses parts of Kenner, Metairie, River Ridge and St. Rose.

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

Copeland’s

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation

from page 1

Systems, Fountains, Grading,
Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial
Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured
0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd 1
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home.
Copeland, Jr. serves today as chief executive officer and chairman of Al Copeland Investments, which
includes restaurants in Louisiana, Florida, Arkansas,
Georgia and Texas. But, Copeland says there is still a special place in his heart for the first Copeland’s Restaurant
that he personally owned. “It actually took seven years
of looking and negotiating to find what I believed was
the perfect site for a Copeland’s Restaurant in Kenner,”
says Copeland. “Add to that the fact that my wife Liz and
I have lived in Kenner for 32 years and it is where we
raised our five daughters. We have a very special connection to this restaurant and always will. It also makes me
very proud that the Copeland’s in Kenner is one of our
most popular restaurants.
While the Copeland’s on West Esplanade was being constructed, the new owner went recruiting for the
right people to run his restaurant. Copeland often says,
“We are in the people business, we just happen to sell
delicious food.” Because of that belief, he set out to find
the best restaurant operators he ever knew to lead his
Copeland’s restaurant. He found two men with the perfect passion, dedication and drive to make his restaurant
successful. Today, ten years later, Copeland says Joey
Saltaformaggio and Robbie Catton are the duo leading

the team that makes the Copeland’s in Kenner the huge
success it is today.
“People come to our restaurant because the dining
experience here feels like family. They love to come in
and flash their Lagniappe cards to show their loyalty,”
says Copeland. “We work very hard to select people to
work here. We have a team that loves what they do and
who wants to service our guests and provide them with
an over the top dining experience.”
Copeland is especially proud of an intensive nineday training program that every prospective Copeland’s
wait staff must go through and pass before being allowed
to actually serve real Copeland’s customers.
“Our success is rooted in our people and we believe
in their success,” he says. The Copeland’s on West Esplanade has more than 90 employees, many of whom reside
in Kenner.
Al and Liz are also proud of their five daughters,
two of whom work in the family business. Two are in other fields and the youngest daughter will graduate from
college this fall.
“Kenner has really been good to our family,” says
Copeland. “We have taken great pride in being Kenner
residents. This is a wonderful close-knit city that has
been our home for more than three decades. We’re glad
that we settled here and are pleased to be celebrating
the 10th anniversary of the store on West Esplanade.”
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month. “Very few communities the size of Kenner have
embraced curbside recycling as well as Kenner has,”
said Nicolosi.
Ramelli collects paper products, periodicals,
plastic and metal products and containers, including
aluminum and steel. Glass is not accepted. A list of
household items that will be accepted in the recycling
bins is available at www.ramelli.com under the “Recycling” tab. Nicolosi says that every item that is recycled
is one less item dumped in the landfill contributing to
a better environment.
“We only have one issue that has developed that
we would like some help with,” said Nicolosi. “Some
people put newspapers or other paper items at the top

Vehicle storage
from page 1

then proposed an ordinance with a recommendation
from the Kenner’s Planning and Zoning Commission
that would delay enforcement of the recreational storage regulation for a year to give residents time to become compliant and to give the city and city council
time to come up with a compromise solution for those
who take issue with either side – those who consider
boats and RVs an eyesore and those who don’t.
“The UDC that the city council adopted in March
2016 provided initially for a one year deferral and as
acting mayor at that time I instructed our Kenner Code
Enforcement Department to give letters six months
in to residents that would eventually be cited. Once
that happened, citizens came to council meetings and
voiced their opinions,” said Sigur. “As acting mayor at
that time I proposed an additional one year deferral
until April 2018 in order for the city council to possibly
come up with a compromise as all council members
have received many communications from people both
for and against this regulation.”

Millage
from page 1

years the money can be used to pay for additional street
maintenance and repairs, as well as streets projects.
“We have committed to paying for a technical analysis of the major and local streets in the city. We want to
get a list of necessary projects from an expert and make
sure it covers needs throughout the city,” said Zahn. “If
this millage is renewed, we would not authorize any
street projects unless they were included on the list and
were approved by the Kenner City Council.”
“Keeping our city streets in good condition is an
ongoing and costly process. Roads in our area take a
beating,” Zahn said. “The fact that we are at or below
sea level means we inevitably deal with subsidence,
leading to crackling and buckling roads. When you can’t
afford to catch the problems early on, it only means the

West Esplanade closure
from page 1

Zahn said the issue has been something a number of officials from both Kenner and Jefferson Parish
worked to make possible.
“As a Jefferson Parish councilman, I worked with
the previous Kenner administration and the property
owner to make this possible, along with tremendous
help from Kenner Councilmen Keith Reynaud and Michael Sigur,” Zahn said. “As mayor, I will work with the
next Jefferson Parish council member for the district to
make this a reality.”

of their bin or separately on the ground. They don’t realize that when the wind kicks up it blows the paper all
over the neighborhood and our guys have to try to pick
it up, wasting a lot of time and the paper is also littering
the neighborhood. So we are asking Kenner residents
to please put their newspapers at the bottom of their
recycling bin or put something on top of paper items
to anchor them.”
Nicolosi said it is clear that recycling has been a
great success in Kenner. “We want to thank everyone
who recycles,” says Nicolosi. “Curbside recycling in
Kenner is much more successful than we originally anticipated and it is here to stay.”
Anyone with questions about curbside recycling
can check the Ramelli website at www.ramelli.com or
call the company at 482-2040.

NEW SUMMER MAKEUP COLLECTION!

Mineral makeup with
plant-derived ingredients
that help care for your skin.
Forumlated without parabens,
talc or mineral oil.

465.9590 |

After years of work to get the new UDC created,
starting in 2010 with part of a grant through the Louisiana Office of Community Development Disaster Recovery Unit, followed by assistance from the University
of New Orleans Planning Division, the city held rounds
of participation meetings starting with planning staff
members and other departments and municipalities
discussing various zoning topics including but not limited to home occupations, landscape and buffering of
commercial uses, electronic signs, automobile sales
businesses, nonconforming uses and the storage of
commercial and recreational vehicles on private property.
The next step in the process involved a series of
presentations and review including seven citizen open
participation meetings and participation with the Kenner Advisory Code Committee, the Kenner Planning
and Zoning Commission, the Rivertown Historic Commission and the Kenner Business Association.
The new UDC replaces the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, which was adopted 39 years ago on
December 4, 1978.
problems are going to become more serious and more
expensive to fix. The technical analysis will help detect
problems before they become more serious and prioritize the work.”
The 5.59 mill property tax renewal is for 10 years.
A property owner in Kenner with a house assessed at
$200,000 has been paying less than $68 a year. A house
valued at $250,000 costs less than $98 a year in property taxes for the homeowner. With the millage renewal
property owners would continue to pay at the same rate.
“Remember that these are the yearly tax bills property
owners are now paying and have been paying for years
to fund street repair and maintenance,” said Zahn. “If
this millage is not renewed, we would struggle to find a
source of money to handle even the most serious repair
and maintenance issues. Over time, that would have a
cumulative detrimental impact on the conditions of the
roads throughout the city of Kenner.”
The first phase, involving drainage work, is expected to take six to eight months to complete, weather
permitting and barring any contractor delays. A second
phase will follow for the U-turns and crossover. Specific
details on traffic impacts during the second phase will
be released before that phase begins, officials said.
However, cooperation from the owner of the vacant property just southwest of the construction area
provides work crews with a staging area and accounts
for the expedited timeline for the work, officials said.
Anyone with questions about the first phase of the
project can contact the Jefferson Parish Department of
Drainage at 736-6753.

www.georgyssalonspa.com
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701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

“BRINGING KENNER BUSINESS
AND OUR COMMUNITY
TOGETHER SINCE 1985”

JOIN US TUESDAY MARCH 21ST
LUNCHEON WITH 2 FOR 1 SPECIAL GUESTS

City of Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn &
Jedco Chairman Jerry Bologna

Chateau Golf & Country Club | 3600 Chateau Boulevard, Kenner
11:30AM - 1:00PM | Admission includes lunch

Event Information and RSVP:

RSVP: http://Events.KennerBusinessAssociation.com
Contact: Reservations@KennerBusinessAssociation.com
Call: Judy LaBella, (504) 416-7637

24-hour electricAl service
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FREE ESTIMATES
LA License #28613

Recycling
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REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE
BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE
over
30 Years
experience

455-2355

No Job Too Small - We Do all!

METAiRiE
KENNER
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N.O. AREA

OWNER
OWNER RONNIE
RONNIE BELLACI
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Come watch
your sports at
Stepbrothers.
Nobody does it
better than us!
OPEN 11 am - 4 am

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

We are the
place to watch
the Super Bowl
and all sports on
our 19 TVs.
Not a bad seat
in the house.

Beer bucket
specials and
great food.
WIFI.

Come
watch sports
at
Stepbrothers.

NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!
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