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Work on new $1 billion airport terminal on schedule for February 2019 completion
by Allan Katz
The top official at Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport says that work on the
new $1 billion North Terminal is on schedule for
planned completion by February 2019.
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport Director of Aviation Kevin Dolliole said construction was shut down on several occasions during
hurricane season when threatening storms veered
to the east and west of Kenner but now, with hur-

ricane season ending, work is proceeding.
We were especially concerned about our
cranes which are vulnerable to hurricane-force
winds,” said Dolliole, “so we moved them to safe
places and briefly terminated work. But, fortunately,
as everyone knows, the hurricanes were near misses. The construction manager for the consortium of
Hunt Gibbs Boh Metro has been very flexible and
his good decisions have allowed us to stay on schedule.”
Dolliole is in his second stint as director of

Kenner’s first dog park opens
On October 13, 2017, a
ribbon-cutting was held for
Kenner’s first dog park in
Kenner City Park located at 3800
Loyola Drive.
City officials had hoped
to add a dog park for years, but
plans have been stalled due to
money issues. Kenner Mayor
Ben Zahn, along with Kenner
District 5 Councilman Dominick
Impastato, who represents the
area where the park is located, provided much of the
money necessary to open a first phase.
Zahn dedicated $66,000 to the dog park while
a Jefferson Parish council member, and Impastato
donated $30,000 of his council district funds. Another $50,000 came from the city capital project fund
and $15,000 was raised during last year’s inaugural
Hot Diggity Dog Fest.

partners at the city of Kenner have approved a $6
million contract that will fund the work.”
The new access road will be built in two
phases. The first phase calls for construction of a
four-lane divided roadway with bracketed sound
walls from Veterans Boulevard and Loyola Drive
alongside Aberdeen Street to the new terminal. The
second phase would see the intersections of Veterans, Loyola and I-10 tweaked to accommodate the
access road.
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Kenner’s Christmas Village
relocates to Kenner
City Park

The first phase features watering stations,
landscaping, lighting and benches, along with 1,200
linear feet of attractive fencing.
“This has been a priority since we took office
in January,” Zahn said. “Dog parks are extremely
popular and there’s no reason a Kenner dog owner
should have to leave the city to search for this type
page 18

Donations especially needed during holidays
for Kenner Food Bank
The Kenner Food Bank falls under the direction
of the Kenner Community Development Department
and is headed by Michael Ince, interim director.
“I want to bring new and fresh ideas to the community development team and I am asking for your
help and support during the holidays as the Kenner
Food Bank gets inundated with increased requests
from its residents,” said Ince.
Ince said the Kenner Food Bank critically needs
the support of the community as it continues to feed
those in need. This support allows the food bank to
provide for children, families, the elderly and the
homeless who require assistance year-round. “We
ask that you support this effort to ensure no Kenner
resident goes hungry,” said Ince. “We want to ensure
that every resident will have access to one of the basic
qualities of life…food, especially during the holidays.”
The Kenner Food Bank is a member agency of
Second Harvest Food Bank Greater New Orleans and
Acadiana, who deliver food weekly to the food bank.
Other community partners, such as local churches,
businesses, schools, civic groups and caring families

aviation at Armstrong International. He held the
post in an interim capacity in the 1990s before leaving for airport executive posts in San Antonio, Texas
and St. Louis, Missouri.
“As we enter November, our construction crews
are busy,” said Dolliole. “The elevated roadway is
being laid. The roof is going on parts of the terminal. The garage is 60 percent complete. The glass
curtain walls are being installed. Work on a new
roadway that will connect the terminal to I-10 and
Veterans Memorial Boulevard is beginning. And our

and individuals also help keep the food bank stocked.
To receive assistance from the food bank, the
USDA and Second Harvest require that a family’s
income cannot exceed the limits established by the
USDA for the respective family size. Visit the Kenner
Community Development’s tab on the city’s website,
www.kenner.la.us, for details of how to apply. An
application can be picked up from the food bank or
downloaded from the city’s website.
Eligible families are provided one to three boxes of food weighing 30 to 40 pounds once a month according to family size. In 2016 the food bank fed an
average of 740 families and the need has increased
by 12 percent to 843 families in 2017. This is an
page 18

This year the city of Kenner’s Christmas Village is moving to Kenner City Park and will hold
an opening holiday ceremony on Saturday, November 25, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. Kenner Mayor Ben
Zahn will greet Santa Claus and light up the village at 6:00 p.m., signifying the official start of the
Christmas season in the city.
The band, Phunky Monkeys, will entertain
directly after the tree lighting and will continue
until 9:00 p.m.
Kenner Parks and Recreation Department
Director Ken Marroccoli, said, “This year we have
added more days so the village will be open after
Christmas. Santa Claus will be visiting our Christmas Village every Wednesday through Friday from
6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m., on Saturday from 10:00

a.m. until 9:00 p.m. and on Sunday from noon until
8:00 p.m. from November 25 through December 30
and will also be available for pictures every day the
Christmas Village is open.”
Christmas Village admission and parking are
free. Non-profit organization and local vendors will
be selling food and drinks and live groups will entertain visitors every night.
“We hope everyone will enjoy the small town
Christmas feeling the village projects plus it’s a great
way to start off the holidays,” said Marroccoli.

Hand to take over Kenner District 5
council position
“She has been visible
Kelly S. Hand has been appointed as the Kenner
District 5 council member to fill out the term of Dominick Impastato, who was elected to the Jefferson Parish District 4 council seat in October and subsequently
took office on November 1, 2017.
Hand was unanimously approved at the Kenner
City Council’s October 19 meeting and her first meeting with the council will be November 2.

and very active in the community,” Impastato said. “I
am confident she will do an
excellent job.”
Kenner District 5 Council
Kenner CouncilwomMember Kelly Hand
an-at-large Maria DeFrancesch offered congratulations after the council vote,
page 15

Dominick Impastato wins Jefferson
Parish District 4 council seat
On Saturday, October 14, 2017, Dominick Impastato, who
Jefferson Parish District 4 was at the time a KenCouncilman Dominick Impastato
ner District 5 councilman, won the election against state Senator Daniel
“Danny” Martiny for Jefferson Parish District 4 councilman. The seat was open after Ben Zahn subsequently

vacated it after being elected Kenner mayor in December 2016. Impastato, who was sworn in November
1, 2017, will fulfill Zahn’s unexpired Jefferson Parish
council term which ends in January 2020.
With all 47 precincts in Jefferson Parish reporting, of the total 12,062 votes cast of 52,404 registered
voters, Councilman Impastato received 57 percent
page 15
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2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

Bird’s
one world one sky: Big
Adventure
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes

Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Flying Monsters

Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes

Set out to uncover the truth about the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a
wingspan of approximately 40 feet and equal to that of a modern-day jet plane.

LASER HOLIDAYS

Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes

Children and adults alike will surely find the holiday spirit in this spectacular laser-filled presentation
of seasonal holiday music! Feel the excitement as Frosty, Rudolph and other holiday favorites are
brought to life through a dazzling display of laser lights and music! Selections range from the classics
of Nat King Cole to the modern melodies of Mariah Carey!

Dream to Fly

Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes

Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Open your hearts
to new ideas about flight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the
ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes

How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten,
or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our solar
system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back to look
at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY ★ Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show ★ Children/Seniors, $5 per show ★ Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us

show schedule subject to change

m
t
s
i
r
a
h
s
V
C
r
i
l
e
l
n
a
n
ge
e
K
The village is relocating to Kenner City Park
3800 Loyola Ave.

Nov. 25th-Dec. 30th
Village Open Wednesday -Sunday

Wednesday – 6pm-9pm • Thursday – 6pm-9pm • Friday – 6pm-9pm
Saturday – 10am-9pm • Sunday – noon-8pm
Featuring

Ice Skating Santa’s Workshop
ChristmasTree Lot Performances

Food & Shopping
Biergarten

Visit kenner.recdesk.com for details
Contact recreation@kenner.la.us to request information on being a vendor or a performer

e & patience.

ence.
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OPENING SEPTEMBER 1

5590 Canal Blvd., New Orleans, LA
70124
5590
Canal Blvd.

New Orleans, LA 70124

join the email list:
lovittlife.com
join the email list:
lovittlife.com
Facebook & Instagram (put icons instead of
purefitnessnola
naming them): @purefitnessandyoga

@purefitness&yoga

mattlovitt
purefitnessnola

www.purefitnessandyoga.com
purefitnessyoga@gmail.com
purefi
tnessyoga@gmail.com

@trainerlovitt
mattlovitt

www.purefitnessandyoga.com
Classes: YOGA. HIIT. FITNESS.
Early Morning
Mid Day • Evening
@trainerlovitt
trainerlovitt

Pre-Opening Special
10 classes for $100 or 4 months unlimited for
$400
Offer valid through September 30.

trainerlovitt

New Member Special: Attend all the classes you
want for a 10 day period $40

Where people get stronger,
No sign up fee!
lives get longer
up using the MindBody app.
& dreamsSigncome
true.

NO SIGN UP FEE!
Sign up using the MindBody app.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR THE MINDBODY APP FOR SCHEDULE AND PRICING.
MATT LOVITT
Personal Trainer
> One-on-one personal training in a PRIVATE facility.
> Comprehensive one-on-one evaluation including movement screening,
diet, and lifestyle analysis. You will leave with a comprehensive customized
program designed to ﬁt your goals.
> Early morning & after work appointments available
701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105 | Metairie LA 70005 | 504.615.8164 | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

See website for bio, classes & more info

Lovittlife.com
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Recipe Corner

www.chateaucafe.com

Burger Specials

(Chateau Blvd. location only)

PORK BELLIES
By foodieforone.com

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger
Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Three Cheese, Bacon Burger

Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

Add a side of Pork Belly to your
Thanksgiving buffet this year. A slab of
Pork Belly is inexpensive, simple to prepare,
yet brings gourmet taste when sliced and arranged on a charcuterie
board or dining table platter. Give it a try; your guests will thank you for it!
Select Pork Belly as you would select bacon. Season the slab with salt, cracked
pepper, Cajun seasoning and sugar.
Place in a deep cast iron or roasting pan and into a preheated 450° oven for
30 minutes.
Reduce heat to 250° and cook an additional 55 minutes. Discard the
accumulation of fatty drippings it produces during the last hour of cooking.
Set oven to high broil for 4 to 5 minutes to caramelize and candy and make
pork cracklin with the outside of your Pork Belly.
Allow to cool a few minutes, then slice and enjoy!

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with gusto
by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions are welcomed
and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe directions and step by
step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Call Ahead for To Go Orders!
ChateauCafe_1113.indd 1

Foodieforone wishes you a happy and
blessed Thanksgiving Holiday!

10/25/13 9:18 PM
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Completion of airport’s new North Terminal will be a step up for Kenner’s economy
By Allan Katz
Not many communities of Kenner’s
size get the catalytic
boost of a billion dollar investment.
But circumstances have dropped a billion dollar gift on Kenner’s doorstep. The new airport North
Terminal, now under construction just south of the
intersection of Loyola Boulevard and Veterans Highway in Kenner, will be one of the finest airport facilities in the nation. It will spur economic growth for
Kenner, creating many new jobs and vastly improving the city’s infrastructure.
Much of the credit for this development goes to
a man who has put Kenner behind him in his climb
up the ladder of the nation’s aviation industry. He is
Iftikhar Ahmad, who headed up the Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport for seven years
from 2010 to 2017. He is currently head of six airports
in Rhode Island. Ahmad is an ambitious guy who used
his drive to build a new airport in Kenner. I got to know
him during his time here and I think he’s a very talented fellow who may make it to one of the top rungs
in the aviation business.

NOVEMBER 2017

Ahmad came here from Dayton, Ohio where he
did a good job running that city’s airport. When the
director of aviation post came available here, Ahmad
came calling, resume in hand. He impressed the New
Orleans Aviation Board and was selected over several
other hopeful applicants.
Ahmad was lucky that his arrival here coincided
with the rise of two local politicians – Mayor Mitch
Landrieu of New Orleans and former Mayor Mike
Yenni of Kenner. Ahmad’s good fortune was that both
Landrieu and Yenni were growth-minded when it
came to Armstrong International but needed someone who could handle the thousands of details involved in arranging financing for what turned out to be
a billion dollar project and planning the construction
of a mega-modern airport built around two concourses,
a capacity of 42 gates along with many restaurants
and stores. Not least was designing a new airport that
could handle more than 12 million passengers a year
and a centralized state-of-the-art security system that
would minimize wait times.
Ahmad is a worker bee. He has tremendous energy and is good at framing a vision about what he seeks
to accomplish. He had a respectful relationship with
elected officials and business leaders in New Orleans
and Kenner. Ahmad zealously recruited the airlines
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see the new terminal as an economic game changer,
creating new land values and uses on the north side
of the airport tract.
It is to the credit of Dolliole, Zahn, the Kenner
City Council, the Kenner Police Department and
Ahmad, while he was here, that the billion dollar
construction job has gone smoothly, hardly causing a
ripple in Kenner’s daily life despite the thousands of
truckloads that have moved onto and off of the construction site.
To this point, credit Dolliole with a smooth transition, working well with Kenner city government and
renewing his many friendships with Kenner elected
officials, business and community leaders.
We’re making history here,” says Dolliole. “This is
one of the greatest construction projects in Louisiana
history and the new terminal will make our airport one
of the finest, most passenger-friendly and most modern in the nation. This new airport terminal will greatly
benefit Kenner, New Orleans, Jefferson Parish and all
of South Louisiana.”
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.
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Kenner Star is a tabloid newspaper published monthly
and is distributed by direct mail free to all registered
voter households in Kenner, numbering almost 20,000
households. An additional 2,000 copies are also distributed
each month in high traffic locations in Kenner.

to put more direct flights in Armstrong International.
He was also good at reaching out to the new airlines
in the aviation industry, recruiting them to start doing
business here.
But his plans for the new terminal was his crown
jewel. With support from both Landrieu and Yenni he
put together the planning and financing for the new
airport. He did it brilliantly and, as he intended, his
masterpiece was noticed in Washington, D.C. and
throughout the aviation industry.
After seven years here, Ahmad was ready for
his next step up the ladder. It will be interesting to
see how long he remains in Rhode Island before
moving on. At Armstrong International, the ball
has been handed to Kevin Dolliole, who has local
roots. He started his career at Armstrong International, working his way up to interim aviation director in the 1990s before moving on to executive
posts in the aviation industry in San Antonio and St.
Louis. Approved by the Aviation Board as director
of aviation, Dolliole has returned and will oversee
the completion of the new airport, scheduled for
ribbon-cutting in February 2019. In government,
Yenni has been succeeded by Kenner Mayor Ben
Zahn who is also growth-minded and a supporter of
the new airport. Zahn and the Kenner City Council

The homestretch in the New Orleans mayor’s race
By Jeff Crouere
For months, the
mayoral campaign was
a relatively sleepy affair,
but New Orleans voters
are finally waking up to
the fact that there will be a new mayor in 2018. There
are just a few weeks until the voters of New Orleans decide who will become the next mayor. The run-off features two Democrats, both African-American women,
namely New Orleans District B Councilwoman LaToya
Cantrell and former New Orleans Municipal Court
Judge Desiree Charbonnet. It will mark the first time
in the 300-year history of New Orleans that the mayor
will be a woman.
In the primary election, Cantrell ran first with 39
percent of the vote compared to 30 percent for Charbonnet. The third-place finisher, former Judge Michael
Bagneris, received 19 percent of the vote. He endorsed
Cantrell, along with The Times Picayune, Gambit and
the Louisiana Weekly. Charbonnet has the support
of The New Orleans Tribune, the Fraternal Order of
Police, Orleans Parish District Attorney Leon Cannizzaro, the Orleans Parish Republican Parish Executive
Committee and U.S. Congressman Cedric Richmond
(D-New Orleans).
In a city that is beset with violent crime, flooding and street problems and a host of other maladies,
it seems that the candidate offering the most change,
not a continuation of the current administration, will
have the strongest chance to win. Unfortunately, for
voters looking for a major change, neither candidate
will be very appealing. Cantrell has been a member
of the New Orleans City Council and has strongly supported much of what the Landrieu administration has
advocated. She cannot claim to be an outsider, but
neither can Charbonnet, who has been an elected official for many years and is endorsed by a number of
the city’s powerful political powerbrokers.

As far as campaign funds, Charbonnet has had
the advantage from the beginning, starting the race
with an eye popping $870,000 in the bank. However,
she was also the target of expensive and repeated
political attacks from an outside political organization, www.NotforSaleNola.com, which aired a slew of
television commercials and sent numerous mailers to
registered voters throughout the parish.
During the mayoral race, Charbonnet earned
another high-profile enemy, businessman Sidney Torres. After missing his televised Voice Pac debate on
September 27, Charbonnet was blasted by Torres in
a string of hard-hitting television commercials. Charbonnet claims that she exited the debate because
some panelists backed out for “ethical concerns.” Torres rejected those comments and criticized Charbonnet for “pulling dirty tricks” and taking big contributions from city contractors.
Despite the fireworks, only 31 percent of the
voters participated in the primary election and with
even fewer items on the ballot in the general election,
experts expect a lower turnout on November 18. It is
surprising that there is not more interest in this election for Mitch Landrieu has been a very controversial
mayor for two terms. Until now, he has not officially
endorsed a candidate in the run-off, but he is likely
helping Cantrell behind the scenes.
With problems galore and an agitated citizenry,
it would seem Landrieu’s endorsement might be too
risky for either candidate. Clearly, his divisive tenure
has not lived up to the lofty expectations of his supporters. Of course, if he endorses a candidate, he will
be able to raise plenty of needed campaign funds and
that is surely worthwhile; however, he will also deliver
loads of baggage that may very well undo the hopes
of his chosen successor. From the very controversial
decision to remove Confederate monuments to his inaction as president of the Sewerage and Water Board
of New Orleans, Mayor Landrieu has developed a large
number of critics. There are also ongoing concerns

about crime, street conditions, the homeless population, public education, blight, drugs, unemployment
and the overall state of the economy.
During Mayor Landrieu’s tenure, the population
of New Orleans grew initially, but has recently contracted and it is easy to see why. Of course, the violent
crime rate is a major disincentive for people to move
to New Orleans, but there also has been almost no
success in expanding current businesses or recruiting
new ones to the city. For example, the good paying jobs
in the film industry left New Orleans in droves in recent years as the state tax credits were curtailed. Also,
there have been continual cutbacks in the oil and gas
industry, a driving force in the economy. Although the
promise of a booming healthcare industry has not
been realized, the high-tech industry has displayed
some promise, but there has been little real job growth.
Overall, the mayoral candidates need to consider
the real value of Landrieu’s endorsement and examine whether it is worth the risk. At this point, it seems
clear the best road forward for New Orleans is to make
a clean break from the policies of Mitch Landrieu. Receiving his endorsement would only remind voters of
a contentious and disappointing past and not of the
brighter future which hopefully awaits the citizens of
New Orleans.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his
award winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs
locally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m.
Sundays on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and
from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio
station WGSO 990 AM and www.Wgso.com. Crouere,
a political columnist, is the author of “America’s
Last Chance” and provides regular commentaries
on the Jeff Crouere YouTube channel and on www.JeffCrouere.com. For more information, email Crouere
at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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Christmas Village in new location, adds ice skating rink, other attractions
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor
I am excited to
announce that the Kenner Christmas Village
is moving this year to
Kenner’s City Park with
an expanded schedule and a number of other exciting
enhancements, including a 1,800-square-foot ice rink.
The move from Heritage Park in Rivertown to
City Park, 3800 Loyola Drive, gives us additional space
to add crafters, vendors and provide much more room
for school bands, choirs and other local performers –
and even a family-friendly 5K race. There also is plenty
of room to grow this popular attraction in the future.
A large, portable synthetic ice arena will be

available during Christmas Village, which begins on
Saturday, November 25, 2017, and includes expanded
hours this year. The Village is open Wednesday through
Friday from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., Saturday from 10:00 a.m.
to 9:00 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 8:00 p.m. The
Village will continue until December 30.
Newly-appointed Kenner District 5 Councilwoman Kelly Hand said she is excited about this year’s
Village and the future growth for this event.
Hand said City Park is a more focal and centrally-located area of the city and that should help
to take what already is a successful event to the
next level. She is urging everyone in her district and
throughout the city to attend.

Ensuring Halloween safety

the race won’t be timed.
• A “Jammin’ with Santa” pajama party where kids
are encouraged to arrive in their favorite Christmas pajamas and enjoy pizza, cookie decorating,
arts and crafts, pictures with Santa and story time
with Mrs. Claus and more on December 15.
• A “Frozen Party,” featuring Elsa and Olaf, frozen-themed snacks, arts and crafts, games on
December 23.
For more information or to register for the 5K
run/walk, visit www.santaclausrun.com. For more
information about Christmas Village, call Kerri Diaz
at 468-7211.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Police

By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
Almost half of
all fatal pedestrian
accidents and a third
of fatal bicycle crashes happen at dusk
when daylight-savings time ends and standard time
begins. On Sunday, November 5, 2017, at 2:00 a.m., it
is once again time to turn your clocks back one hour.
The end of daylight-savings time and the return

With the help of Santa, I will be turning on the
lights on the city’s Christmas tree during the official
opening at 6:00 p.m. on November 25. The Phunky
Monkeys will perform after the tree lighting and continue until 9:00 p.m.
Along with the skating rink, attractions for this
year include:
• A Bavarian Biergarten area with food and drinks.
• Santa’s Workshop, where Santa will be available
for nightly photos.
• Performances from local dance groups and school
choirs throughout the season.
• Breakfast with Santa on December 2 and December 9.
• Family-friendly 5K run/walk on December 16. Wear
your Santa costume, and since this is all about fun,

of standard time mean that it will be darker during
prime travel time in the evening. By taking extra
travel precautions, like turning on your headlights at
dusk, you help prevent accidents.
Please review the following guidelines with your
family, especially teenage drivers. These simple tips
help save lives. Together, we can keep our families
safe this winter.
• Remember to turn on your headlights at dusk so

you may see and be seen.
• Consider wearing brightly colored clothes when
• Adjust your rearview mirror to the “night” seton the street. Darker fall colors make it hard for
ting to avoid headlight glare from following cars.
motorists to see you.
• Occasionally wipe off your headlights and keep • Reflective or fluorescent gear is the safest form
your windshield clean on the inside and outside
of protection if you are on the streets after dark.
for a better view of the road.
• Always use crosswalks. You are not seen as well
• Take off your sunglasses at dusk. They tend to
when you jaywalk or cross the street from beimpair your vision at this time of day.
tween parked cars.
• You should never drive at unsafe speeds, especially on unlit or winding roads, and when usKenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by email
at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department
ing low beams.
website at www.kennerpd.com. You can also download the
• Always be courteous when using high beams. Be
free
Kenner Police Department mobile app for both Apple
sure that you lower your beams when another
and
Android devices as well as access the Kenner Police
car is approaching.
Department
Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest
• Make sure that your children are inside before
updated
crime,
traffic and other law enforcement-related
dark. Remind them that motorists driving in the
information.
evening cannot see them.

Government
Basketball and cheerleading
offered in the fall
By Ken Marroccoli - Kenner Parks and Recreation Director
The Kenner Recreation Department
continuously strives to
promote a healthy and
wholesome environment for our youth in the city of
Kenner. For every athlete, playing by the written rules
is mandatory and respecting the unwritten ones is necessary.
Fair play, which is an essential and central part
of successful involvement, promotion and development
in both sports and life, can teach children tolerance
and respect for others. It allows children to integrate
into society and creates a sense of teamwork. Fair play
in sport gives hope, pride and identity, and it is able to
unite where nationalities, politics, religions and cultures often divide. The atmosphere of fair play is an
ongoing effort that takes cooperation and respect from
supervisors, coaches, parents, spectators and most of
all, the players. An outstanding example is “what they
hear and what they are taught are the rules of life for
them.” So to ensure a fun atmosphere we expect all
participating to honor these mandatory and unwritten
rules administered by our recreation department. Our
goal is to continue to implement this for the upcoming

basketball season and all other sports that we offer.
Our department is preparing for the 2017-2018
basketball program for both boys and girls. Beginning
November 1, 2017, participants ages five through 14
years old wanting to play must take the necessary steps
to register online or in person. The age cutoff date for
players is September 1, 2017. Those players ages seven
to 14 will be able to participate in our Biddy League
basketball program and our five and six-year-old athletes will be able to play in the Peanut League.
To register for basketball you can go online to
www.kenner.recdesk.com. You may also go to your local
playground or to the Kenner Recreation Administrative
Office to complete registration. All participants must
have a current city issued identification card that may
be obtained from the Kenner Parks and Recreation Administration Office, located at 1905 24th Street.
Our annual “Spirit Bowl” event for cheerleaders
will take place on Tuesday, November 14, 2017, 6:30
p.m. at the Pontchartrain Center. The department has
added some additional excitement for the playgrounds
participating in the 2017 “Spirit Bowl.” Cheerleaders
from our individual playgrounds will compete against
page 15
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Kenner will be improving city park area with $551,000 in grants
Kenner has received grant money totaling more
than $551,000 from the federal government to improve
intersections, build sidewalks and make other improvements to the area surrounding Kenner City Park in
north Kenner. The city applied for and received a pair
of grants – Safe Routes to Schools and Safe Routes to
Public Places, said Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn. “These are
improvements that will help to more easily connect the
surrounding neighborhood with our Kenner City Park,”
Zahn said. “Even better news is the money we spend
under this grant is 100 percent reimbursable from the

federal government.”
The popular park is in Kenner District 5 Councilman Dominick Impastato’s district, and has undergone
a series of significant recent improvements orchestrated in part by Impastato. “Upgrading Kenner City Park
has been a focus for Councilman Impastato since he
took office,” Zahn said. “This grant will make it easier
for residents to enjoy the additions and improvements
that have been made to the park.”
Those additions include protective ceramic
coating to the Pavilion and outdoor bathrooms, an en-

Kenner Fire Department
gets new fire protective
gear
Kenner firefighters will soon have new proper
protective equipment including helmets, hoods,
coats, pants, gloves and boots which will replace
nine-year-old gear that members of the fire department are now wearing to fight fires.
The difference between the new and old fire
gear is like night and day. The new gear significantly
enhances safety for the fire department firefighters
as every set of the old fire gear had failed safety testing when inspected.
The cost of the new fire department equipment
is $275,000.
“I want to thank the Kenner City Council for
agreeing to provide the final $7,700 so that the fire

larged walking track, a garden terrace area for outdoor
events such as weddings and the city’s first-ever dog
park. While the park is a major attraction for residents
throughout the city, as well as visitors, adding sidewalks
and intersection upgrades will be a big benefit for
residents within walking distance of the park. “It only
makes sense that more people will be able to enjoy the
park if it is easier and safer to walk from nearby homes,”
Impastato said. “This is great news for District 5 and for
the rest of the city as well.”
Design work is underway by Digital Engineer-

ing, said Kenner Community Development Interim
Director Mike Ince, who secured the grants for the
city. Ince said there is no timetable yet on when construction work might begin. The city’s grant application calls for enhancements to the Loyola Drive/Vintage Drive intersection, sidewalks on the perimeter
of the park from the Safe Routes to School grant, two
years of bicycle safety training with Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy by Bike Easy of New
Orleans and Americans for Disability Act improvements to the intersections near the park.

“State of Jefferson” to be televised

Kenner Fire Department will soon have
new protective equipment, shown at left,
to replace outdated protective equipment
now in use, shown at right.

department can begin ordering 100 new sets of
equipment,” said Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn. “The
firefighters put their lives on the line to protect the
citizens of Kenner and it’s important that we do
everything we can to make sure they are protected
when they arrive at fire scenes.”

The Jefferson Chamber will host “State of
Jefferson,” presented by Peoples Health, at a
luncheon on November 7, 2017. The luncheon
will be televised live on Jefferson Parish Television (JPTV). JPTV is available in Jefferson Parish on Cox Communications Channel 6, AT&T UVerse Channel 99 and will be streaming on www.
jeffparish.net.
Special guests include Jefferson Parish
President Mike Yenni and Jefferson Parish
Councilman-at-Large Chris Roberts.
Each year, the Chamber invites Jefferson
Parish leadership to discuss and evaluate progress, performance and future planning in Jefferson Parish. The Joseph S. Yenni Award, sponsored by HCA Healthcare, will be presented to

the most outstanding Jefferson Parish employee
of the year.
“State of Jefferson” will be held at the Crowne
Plaza New Orleans Airport and begins with networking at 11:30 a.m. with the luncheon beginning
at noon. Tickets are $75 for Chamber members and
$125 for non-members. Sponsorship opportunities
range from $850 to $1,000. Tickets are on sale and
can be purchased at www.jeffersonchamber.org or
by calling 835-3880.
Proceeds from the event support the business
organization’s efforts in public policy advocacy and
quality of life initiatives.
For more information, please contact Christy
Marino at 835-3880 or christy@jeffersonchamber.org.
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Do you use melatonin to sleep better at night?
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
In search of a
good night’s sleep or
to improve our sleep
a lot of us have found
ourselves trying a variety of over-the-counter sleep aids.

Melatonin is one such medication that is widely in use
but likely not in the right manner or in the right dose of
the medicine.
Melatonin is a hormone found in all humans. It
helps regulate the circadian rhythm. Melatonin is
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Kenner School Spotlight:
BONNABEL MAGNET ACADEMY HIGH
Bonnabel Magnet Academy High is a
comprehensive high school that offers a wide
range of college and career courses in areas that
meet the needs of all students. Students graduate
as productive citizens ready to enter the next
chapter of life – whether college or career. This
is made possible through the collaborative efforts
of all stakeholders: administrators, teachers, staff,
parents, students, and community leaders.
Students work together to solve problems. Teachers
provide students the freedom to drive instruction. All
stakeholders participate in discussions about what
students need to know: assessing student learning,
analyzing student performance data, and brainstorming
ways to provide intervention and enrichment opportunities
for students. The school culture creates an environment
where everyone feels supported and respected. Everyone
works towards helping young people reach higher levels of achievement.
Dawn Kalb is the principal of Bonnabel Magnet
Academy High. The school is represented by
Jefferson Parish School Board President Melinda
Doucet. Bonnabel Magnet Academy High is located
at 2801 Bruin Drive in Kenner. For more information,
call 504-443-4564 or visit bonnanel.jpschools.org.
KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates
Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary,
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle,
Schneckenburger Elementary, Washington Montessori, G. T. Woods Elementary

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

produced by the pineal gland in the brain which is about
the size of a pea and is located in the center of the brain.
The production of melatonin by the pineal gland is under
the influence of the suprachiasmatic nucleus of the hypothalamus (SCN) which receives information from the
retina (part of the eye) about the daily pattern of light
and darkness.
Normally, the production of melatonin is inhibited by light and permitted by darkness. For this reason
melatonin has been called the hormone of darkness. The
secretion of melatonin peaks in the middle of the night
and gradually falls during the second half of the night.
Even low light levels can diminish melatonin production
to some extent.
The human body produces its own melatonin starting two hours before bedtime, provided the lighting is dim.
This natural action is known as “dim light melatonin onset” (DLMO) and helps keep the body on a regular sleepwake schedule.
Researchers have not yet determined which dose
of melatonin is most effective. Melatonin at a lower dose
may work better than a high dose. It has been studied
at doses ranging from 0.3 milligrams to 10 milligrams. A
small “physiological dose” of about 0.3 milligrams closely
resembles the level of your body’s natural melatonin production. In terms of using melatonin, more does not necessarily equal to better results. Larger doses of melatonin
cause the melatonin in your blood to peak at a much
higher level which can ultimately have an opposite effect
and lead to a more awake state during the night.
Many studies have shown that instead of the dose of
melatonin, the timing may be more important. The most
effective time to take melatonin is different for everyone
and can vary depending on your sleep problem. Generally
speaking, it gives more benefit to take melatonin four to
six hours before your scheduled bedtime.
The effects of long-term use have not been studied
and are not known. No serious side effects have been
linked to melatonin use. However, one thing to keep in
mind is that melatonin may be unsafe when combined
with other medications including those prescribed for
mental health disorders.
If you suspect you have a sleep disorder, such as

insomnia or a circadian rhythm sleep disorder, a board
certified sleep physician can determine what treatment
is right for you. Always remember that along with medicines we must also change our daily routine to achieve
best quality sleep.
Follow the tips listed below to establish healthy
sleep habits.
• Keep a consistent sleep schedule. Get up at the same
time every day, even on weekends or during vacations.
• Set a bedtime that is early enough for you to get at
least seven hours of sleep.
• Don’t go to bed unless you are sleepy.
• If you don’t fall asleep after 20 minutes, get out of
bed.
• Establish a relaxing bedtime routine.
• Use your bed only for sleep and sex.
• Make your bedroom quiet and relaxing. Keep the
room at a comfortable, cool temperature.
• Limit exposure to bright light in the evenings.
• Turn off electronic devices at least 30 minutes before
bedtime.
• Don’t eat a large meal before bedtime. If you are hungry at night, eat a light, healthy snack.
•E
 xercise regularly and maintain a healthy diet.
• Avoid consuming caffeine in the late afternoon or
evening.
•A
 void consuming alcohol before bedtime.
•R
 educe your fluid intake before bedtime.
Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D. Louisiana native
is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist who received his
undergraduate degree at LSU-Shreveport, completed
his residency at LSU-HSC in New Orleans and fellowship in sleep medicine at Thomas Jefferson University
Hospital in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr. Cheema
is the medical director at Sleep Center of New Orleans
(SCONO), located at 4232 Williams Boulevard, Suite
108, the first of its kind accredited by the American
Academy of Sleep Medicine (AASM) for treating children and adults with any of sleep-related conditions.
Dr. Cheema is board certified in family medicine by
the American Board of Family Medicine and currently
practices pediatric/adult sleep medicine in the metro
New Orleans area. To schedule an appointment call
the Sleep Center at 405-5582 or visit the websites, www.
myscono.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.

Community

November is “Veterans Appreciation Month”
for Jefferson Parish seniors
Jefferson Parish, Jefferson Council on Aging
(JCOA) and Humana proclaim the month of November to officially remember and honor the veterans of
Jefferson. On Wednesday, November 15, 2017, at 9:30
am, before the Jefferson Parish Council meeting, the
official veterans’ proclamation will be publicly read
honoring the Jefferson seniors who have served in
the armed forces. The meeting will take place at
Kenner City Council Chambers, located at 1801 Williams Boulevard preceding the council meeting. The
proclamation will kick off the series of senior center
celebrations where each veteran will receive a personalized certificate honoring their service.
“JCOA is a place where seniors feel welcomed,
validated and honored. The Veteran Proclamation
Program is a way we honor and provide dignity to our
seniors’ service in the armed forces”, states Al Robichaux, executive director of JCOA.
Humana recognizes the importance of serving
in the armed forces and has generously sponsored
the JCOA center celebrations honoring the member
veterans with festivities and fanfare.

We encourage all to visit their local senior center and participate in supporting our veterans. The
Kenner JCOA Senior Center is located at 641 Compromise Street and the veteran celebration will be
held on Monday, November 13, 2017, at 11:00 a.m.
Jefferson Council on Aging provides seniors the
guidance, empowerment and support they need to
ensure that the seniors of Jefferson Parish age with
dignity and independence in the place and manner
of their choice. A non-profit 501(c) 3 organization,
JCOA’s services include home delivered meals, inhome care such as bathing and housekeeping, senior
employment, transportation, social engagement and
wellness activities at 10 senior centers and counseling where individual needs are matched with community resources.
For more information about Jefferson Council
on Aging and dates and times of veteran senior center celebrations at the other eight senior centers, call
207-4691 or log onto www.jcoa.net. To best serve the
senior community, we welcome financial, in-kind or
volunteer support.
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John Fortunato announces
run for Jefferson Parish Sheriff
On October 19, 2017, former Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Colonel John Fortunato officially announced his candidacy for Jefferson Parish Sheriff.
The position became open when Newell Normand
vacated the seat before his term ends in January
2020 to take a position in the private sector.
Fortunato, who rose through the ranks from
cadet to colonel, retired on September 19, 2017,
ending a 46-year history with the Jefferson Parish
Sheriff’s Department and on that day confirmed
plans to run for the sheriff’s position. Fortunato said
then, “Leading this department and protecting this
parish against crime has been a lifelong dream,” said

Veterans Day ceremony to be held in Kenner
The city of Kenner will hold a Veterans Day ceremony to honor all those – present and past – who have
served our country. The ceremony will be held at 11:00
a.m. on Thursday, November 9, 2017, in Veterans Park,
located behind the Kenner City Hall complex at 1801
Williams Boulevard.
The keynote speaker for the event is Skip Weber, a
commercial real estate broker who was a first lieutenant and tank platoon leader in Vietnam and was award-

ed four Bronze Stars, including one for valor.
The ceremony, hosted by Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn,
will include the Kenner Police Department Honor
Guard, with J.T. Curtis, headmaster of John Curtis
Christian School giving the invocation, and the John
Curtis Colonial Regiment providing patriotic music.
In addition, a new sign for Kenner’s Veterans Park
will be unveiled during the ceremony. The public is invited to attend.

Community
Sculpture by NYC artist added to Power
Boulevard median
“Froebel’s Gifts Energized Cube” was added to
the Power Boulevard median sculpture garden collection in Kenner on October 23, 2017. The sculpture
was donated by Henry and Pat Shane.
The creator, Vivien Abrams Collens, is a career
abstract artist and her early works, relief wall constructions and shaped and constructed paintings
have been widely shown in New York City and in museum and corporate collections.
Frederick Froebel, founder of the modern
kindergarten in 1840, designed basic wooden forms
for children to play with, believing it would increase
their ability to think abstractly. “My feeling is that
these toys, and a child’s experience of playing with
them, form the foundation for modern architecture

comprehensive treatment
of GI disorders

Ochsner Gastroenterology Services
Our multidisciplinary program specializes in the
prevention, diagnosis and treatment of gastrointestinal
and liver disease. Millions of Americans suffer from some form
of digestive condition, from acid reflux and irritable bowel
syndrome to invasive cancers. Because of Ochsner’s expert
diagnostic capabilities, innovative treatment solutions and
world-class patient care, our program is a leader in the region.

Services Include:
• Advanced Endoscopy

• Crohn’s Disease

• Gastroenterology

• Reflux

• Pancreatic Biliary Services

• GERD

• Liver Disease

which inspires me and the sculptures I make,” said
Collens.
“Froebel’s Gifts,” weighing 600 pounds and constructed in aluminum tubing, is four feet square and
16 feet tall. It is one piece in a series by Collens, who
has a bachelor’s and master’s degree in fine arts.

Local artist installs “Cannes Brûlées” in
Kenner’s sculpture garden
Tana Barth, from the Barth Brothers local family business, unveiled her sculpture “Cannes Brûlées”
on October 27, 2017. “Cannes Brûlées” was donated
by Henry and Pat Shane and is located in the sculpture garden on the median of Power Boulevard in
Kenner.
Barth in the past has worked on the main entrance to the 1984 New Orleans World’s Fair and has
design projects at Harrah’s Casino, Aquarium of the
Americas and the Riverwalk shopping center, all in
New Orleans.
The “Cannes Brûlées” sculpture is 16 feet high,
made of aluminum and was hand-painted by Barth.
Cannes Brûlées is the name that Kenner was origi-

Offering

Fortunato. “Having
worked so closely
with Sheriff Harry
Lee, I know how
safe this parish can
be and how strong
John Fortunato
this department can
stand against crime. I am eager to offer my plans to
put criminals where they belong.”
The election for Jefferson Parish Sheriff is
scheduled for March 24, 2018, with a runoff planned
for April 28, 2017.

FOR PATIENTS BETWEEN THE AGES OF 45-80, SPEAK
WITH YOUR DOCTOR ABOUT THE NEED FOR A
COLONOSCOPY. THE PROCEDURE ONLY TAKES ABOUT
30 MINUTES AND IS AN EASY WAY TO REDUCE YOUR
RISK OF COLON CANCER.

CALL 504-443-9500 TO SCHEDULE
AN APPOINTMENT WITH ONE
OF OUR SPECIALISTS.

200 W. Esplanade Ave ❘ Kenner, LA 70065

nally known by from 1708 until 1819 when the Kenner Brothers formed the city which is now known as
present day Kenner.

9

10

NOVEMBER 2017  KENNER STR

Banking

Coming off a critically acclaimed 4-week run
in the San Francisco Bay area…

You’ve been hacked
Written and Performed by

Mick Berry
Songs by

The story of the legendary drummer for The Who

Pete Townshend

Playing at the
Castle Theatre
Thursday thru
Sunday from
November 1 thru
December 17.
Contains explicit language and mature themes

Castle Theatre

Tickets:

501 Williams Blvd.
Rivertown Kenner
504.287.4707

$15 at castle501.com

www.
www.keithmoontherealme.com
Facebook: Keith Moon: The Real Me

($20 at the box office)

Fishing for Interest
1.51

%

You’ll net
more with our

%
Interest 1.51
%
%
0.76
Checking 0.10

(APY)*

on balances up to$20,000
(APY)*
if qualifications are
met
(APY)*
on balances over $20,000
if qualifications
will be paidare
if met
qualifications are
not met

0.10%%
0.76

Qualifications:
1) Have at least 12 Gulf Coast
Bank & Trust issued debit
card transactions post and
settle to account each
qualification cycle.
AND
2) Have at least 1 automatic
payment (ACH), direct
deposit, or online bill
payment post and settle to
account each qualification
cycle.

(APY)*

will be paid if
qualifications are
not met (APY)*
on balances over $20,000
if qualifications are met

0.76%

(APY)*

on balances over $20,000
if qualifications are met
*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate as of 08/01/2017. Rates may change at any time. Minimum to open is
$
20.00. If qualifications are met during each monthly qualification cycle: balances up to $20,000 receive 1.51% APY and
balances over $20,000 earn 0.76% APY on portion of balance over $20,000 resulting in a range from 1.51%–0.76% APY
depending on the balance. If qualifications are not met, all balances earn 0.10% APY.
**ATM transactions, including debit card transactions processed by merchants and received by the bank as ATM transactions, refunds for Point of Sale purchases, and internal transfers do not count towards
qualifying debit card transactions for purposes of earning a higher Annual Percentage yield and ATM refunds within the Interest Checking Account. Only debit card transactions processed by merchants and
received by the bank as POS ( Point of Sale) transactions count towards qualifying debit card transactions. Qualifying transactions must post and settle to the account during the monthly qualification cycle.
Transactions may take one or more banking days from the date the transaction was made to post to an account. “Monthly Qualification Cycle” means your qualification cycle will always end one business day
prior to the statement cycle date. The statement cycle date is the 15th of the month, except if the 15th falls on a Saturday or Sunday your statement will be cut on the Friday before the 15th. If the 15th falls on
a Federal holiday your statement will be cut on the previous business day. See banker for current APY (annual percentage yield). ATM fees will be refunded to your account each cycle that qualifications are
met; up to a limit of $25.00 per qualification cycle. ATM fees will not be refunded for each cycle that qualifications are not met. Fees may reduce earnings. Available for personal accounts only. Limited
to one account per social security number. See banker for more details. Monthly paper statement fee of $4.85 waived if average month to date balance of $5,000 or greater OR average month to date
balance of $25,000 or greater in qualifying deposits OR account is set up for eStatements. $5 fee for lost or damaged card.

Ask a Banker to learn more | GULFBANK.COM | 800.223.2060
LoveInterestad_3142.indd 2

Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their Kenner
branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel
Gonzalez, vice-president and branch manager can be contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar, vice president and commercial lender, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast
Bank and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Insurance

By Marie M. Clesi

(APY)*

will be paid (APY)*
if
qualifications $are
on balances
not up
metto 20,000
if qualifications are met

The bad news
keeps on coming. All
Yahoo accounts were
hacked, more than half
of all Americans were
hacked in the Equifax breech and an anti-virus company, Kaspersky Labs, has sent your info to Moscow.
The cumulative number of big data breeches
means that the odds are over 90 percent that some part
of your personal information has been stolen.
In the worst case, crooks will sell this information
on the dark web and other crooks will use your personal
data to steal your identity, file false tax returns, open
credit cards in your name and ruin your credit.
The complexity of dealing with a stolen identity is
truly mind boggling. It can sometimes take more than
a year to get your records straight. In one recent case,
a woman was arrested for passing bad checks. She
was actually innocent, but the crooks left a trail of bad
checks all over the north shore.
So, what should you do? If you use Kaspersky Labs
anti-virus software, stop immediately. Cancel the subscription. Check the internet for tips on safely removing
their software. If your computer is a little old, buy a new
one and start fresh. Don’t transfer any old files. This is
even more important if your company uses Kaspersky.
You should also go to the Equifax site and lock your
credit. This is easy. I did it in fifteen minutes. This will
prevent anyone from opening accounts in your name.
The unlock process is simple, so when you want credit,
unlock your account, then relock once you receive the
requested loan.
Change your passwords. I know that this is a pain,
but you really need to make this change now. Use phras-

es and include characters and numbers. An even better solution is to use a password management system.
I recommend Last Pass premium and Sticky Password
premium, but there are other good services available. A
password management system will create strong passwords for all of your sites.
For your bank and financial sites, use a different
and difficult password. No one wants their Facebook account hacked, but having your bank account hacked is
much worse.
Finally, let’s talk about social media. Reconsider
what you share. We recommend not filling out a profile
page. Don’t list hometown, residence, schools, etc. This
information can make it very easy for a hacker to steal
your identity. Also, don’t post those vacation pictures
until you return from vacation. Current vacation pictures and a full Facebook profile say, “look crooks, the
Moutons are in Europe, come steal their stuff.”
Your cell phone can also be a source of way too
much information. We recommend installing a program
that with one click will disable the GPS. You really don’t
want Google and every other app on your cell phone to
track your every movement. Just turn the GPS on when
you want to use it, otherwise marketers and others will
be targeting you based upon where you go.
I hate to be paranoid, but the top intelligence
agencies in the U.S. have been hacked. It is too easy for
the crooks to access and sell your information. If you
want to protect your privacy, you will need to take the
initiative to help yourself.

Car insurance costs and moneysaving tips Deductible: A deductible is the part of a loss that

(APY)*

on balances up to$20,000
if qualifications are met

%
0.10
%
1.51

By Guy Williams

8/14/17 10:33 AM

You’ve probably
figured out that the
world of car insurance
is – well, let’s just say it’s complex. When you apply for
insurance, a company is going to look at many factors.
Type of car: Generally, the more expensive the car,
the more you pay for car insurance.
Location: Because of the higher frequency of issues like theft, accidents and vandalism, urban drivers
may pay more than those in rural areas.
How much the car is driven: People who drive a
lot for work or commute a long distance usually pay more
than those who drive less.
Age, sex and marital status: Accident rates are
generally higher for drivers under 25, especially men,
which often means higher insurance prices. Married drivers may pay less.
Driving record: Drivers with poor driving records
usually pay more for insurance than people who have
been accident-free for several years.
Coverages: Insurance policies consist of a variety
of coverages. Generally, the more coverage you buy, the
higher the cost.
Credit history: Certain credit information has
been shown to be a very effective predictor of future insurance claims. In most states, credit information is one
factor used to determine the cost of your car. Maintaining
good credit may save you money on your car insurance.

you’ve agreed to pay with your own money. Generally, the
higher the deductible, the lower your premium.
How can I save money? There are several things
you can do to try saving money on car insurance:
Buy a cheaper car. Generally, the more expensive
the car, the more expensive it is to insure.
Do your safety research. Insurers often increase
premiums for cars that are a greater risk for damage or
occupant injury.
Ask about discount. Typical discounts include
those for good students, insuring multiple vehicles, accident-free driving and more.
Drive less. Consider joining a car pool or take alternate transportation when possible. Mileage reduction
may help lower your premiums.
Drive carefully. Insurers love a clean driving record.
Consider multi-line. Many insurers will offer discounts if you use them for multiple policies.
Note: Car insurance premiums are determined
based on state-approved rating factors.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select State
Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter
(CPCU) providing auto, home, renters, life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located at
2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit
Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net. Neither State Farm™
nor its agents provide tax or legal advice.

KENNER STR  NOVEMBER 2017

Health

11

How’s your hearing?
By Brittany M. Prater, Au.D., Audiologist, Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner
Do you have trouble hearing the television? Can you hear, but
not understand, what
others are saying? Are
you getting in trouble
with your spouse regarding “selective hearing?” If you
are experiencing any of these scenarios, you may have
hearing loss.
There are various levels of severity of hearing loss,
and the entire spectrum of mild to moderate hearing
impairments can affect our quality of life. However, the
good news is that an evaluation by an Otolaryngologist,
also known as an Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT) doctor,
and an audiologist is now a readily-accessible solution.
The first step is to make an appointment with
both an ENT doctor and an aAudiologist for an assessment, as these two providers often work as a team to
address ear and hearing issues. An ENT doctor will
evaluate you to ensure there are no underlying issues
that need medical treatment or surgical intervention.
Additionally, an audiologist is trained to identify hearing
deficiencies, monitor disorders of the auditory system
and dispense hearing aids, amongst other services.
There are two types of hearing loss,: sensorineural hearing loss (SNHL) and conductive hearing loss
(CHL). SNHL is a result from damage to the inner ear.
It is more common and is usually permanent. Typical
causes of SNHL include the natural aging process, noise
exposure, toxic medications and head injuries. On the
other hand, CHL is often caused by conditions of the
outer or middle ear. CHL is usually temporary, as it can
be treated by a physician. Excessive wax, infection or a
perforated ear drum are the most common causes for
CHL. Once medical and audiologic evaluations are conducted, hearing aids may be recommended. Remember,
most hearing loss is sensorineural, and thus, permanent.
The recommended option to improve your communication with others is through the use of hearing aids. It
is important to note that there is an adjustment period

with hearing aids, and it takes time for the brain to adjust to the devices.
Even if you do not experience deficiencies in your
hearing, a visit to an audiologist can still be beneficial
for those who engage in extracurricular activities. Audiologists have the ability to customize ear protection to
reduce noise and feedback during activities, working, or
sleeping. These devices include, but are not limited to:
Hunter’s Noise Protection, Musician’s Plugs, Swimmer’s
Plugs, Sleep Plugs and Occupational Noise Plugs.
There are numerous options for hearing aids and
their accessories at your fingertips. Purchasing hearing aids over-the-counter or online without the help of
specialized medical professionals can be overwhelming
and confusing. Not only can audiologists conduct a full
assessment of your hearing, but they can also service
your device following the purchase. As an additional
courtesy to patients, an audiologist can offer a trial
period that allows patients to demo the product before
fully committing to them. Nearly one in four Americans
who are 12 years or older suffer from hearing loss. With
this information it is essential that you schedule an annual checkup with an ENT physician and an audiologist.
To learn more or to schedule an appointment with
an audiologist at Ochsner Medical Center - Kenner, call
504-443-9500.
Brittany M. Prater, Au.D., F-AAA graduated in 2008
from Louisiana State University with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Communication Disorders and i. In 2012 , she
received her Doctor of Audiology from LSU Health Sciences
Center in New Orleans. PraterBrittany, is a fellow of the
American Academy of Audiology and a member of the
Louisiana Academy of Audiology, . Brittany completed her
externship at Children’s Hospital in New Orleans. Following graduation Pratershe lived and worked for a busy ENT
practice in Charleston, SC. A New Orleans native, PraterBrittany moved back home and joined Ochsner in 2017.
Prater’s Her interests include diagnostic testing, hearing
aids and custom ear molds. To learn more or to schedule
an appointment with an audiologist at Ochsner Medical
Center- - Kenner, call 504-443-9500.

Theatre

Theatrical show about legendary drummer
Keith Moon coming to Kenner
by Allan Katz
A theatrical show about legendary rock and roll
drummer Keith Moon of the musical group The Who
will be playing at Kenner’s Castle Theater in Rivertown
from November 1 to December 17, 2017.
The show was written by New Orleans native Mick
Berry who is himself a first-class drummer and portrays
Moon in the production.
“Keith Moon was a mad genius – almost surely the
greatest rock and roll drummer of all time,” says Berry
who left New Orleans for a musical career on the West
Coast. “Moon was a brilliant musician who struggled
against his inner demons. The show is about his tumultuous life. Its great theater and I think fans of The Who
and rock and roll will enjoy it.”

Berry grew up in Gentilly and attended Metairie
Park Country Day School in Metairie from kindergarten
to 12th grade. Because Country Day had no band at the
time, he took private lessons from legendary New Orleans drummers John Vidacovitch and the late James
Black. Berry, who is now 60, is looking forward to his
homecoming. “People in New Orleans love music, booze
and good food,” he says. “That’s what this show is about.”
Berry says parental discretion is advised. The
show includes mature themes of drugs and sexuality.
Tickets can be purchased on-line for $15 per
person at www.castle501.com or $20 at the gate. Showtimes are Thursdays and Fridays at 8:00 p.m., Saturdays
at 2:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m., and Sundays at 6:00 p.m. The
Castle Theater is located at 501 Williams Boulevard in
Kenner. The box office phone number is 287-4707.

Please Join us for
this Special Event
November State of City Luncheon
With Special Guest Speaker Mayor Ben Zahn
Thursday November 16th
11:30am to 1:15pm
Purchase a Table of 8 with your
Company’s Name only $350.00
Individual Tickets also Available

Chateau Golf and Country Club
3600 Chateau Blvd Kenner, LA 70065

To purchase a table or tickets go to: www.kennerbusinessassocation.com

For Luncheon Info Contact

Phone: Judy Labella: (504) 416-7637
Email: Reservations@KennerBusinessAssocation.com

Stop by and try our

Foam Brush Automatic
Car Wash

$3

OFF

ANY CAR WASH
USE CODE 22520

Open Thanksgiving Day
Until Noon
FILL YOUR

PROPANE
TANK
SOLD BY THE GALLON

Thanksgiving Turkey Frying
20 PACK

Longneck Bottles

17.99

Bud Coors Lite Bud Lite Miller Lite

Ice Cold Keg BEER

!
o
G
To

24 pk suitcase

20.99

Bud
Bud Lite

Coors Lite
Miller Lite

Don’t Forget to Fall Back
Turn your clocks back
1 hour Sunday, November
5th at 2:00 a.m.

2151 Williams Blvd.
(RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

469-3503

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm
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Health
FRIDAY,
NOV. 24
ONE DAY
ONLY SALE!!!

465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads

The Executive
Achievers Association meets
for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Learn Leadership Skills

Thursday, November 9 & 30

Be A Confident Public Speaker

at the Best Western Landmark Hotel
2601 Severn Ave, Metairie

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

Give your family
Peace Of Mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a
calm and rational atmosphere

Call Today: 466-8577

Spinal stenosis – preventing the
pains of aging
By Craig Goodwin
As we age, our
bodies submit to the
wear and tear accumulated thus far on our muscles,
joints and bones. A common diagnosis in an aging
population is spinal stenosis, a condition caused by the
narrowing of the spinal canal that increases pressure on
the spinal cord and nerves. The number one culprit to
developing spinal stenosis is aging.
Typically, around the age of 50, the discs in our
back begin to lose cartilage and protective lining fluid
that protect from sliding against one another. Disks
begin to shrink, ligaments start to thicken and calcium
builds up in the spinal space, also known as the symptom leading to osteoarthritis.
When the spinal canal grows narrow, it causes major upset through disk overcrowding. The onset of spinal
stenosis can cause pain, cramping and even numbness
that can radiate into the buttocks, legs, neck, shoulders
or arms. Symptoms experienced may be acute, lasting
only a short duration, or chronic and enduring longer
than a three-month period.
Not everyone will experience the same symptoms when affected by spinal stenosis. The cervical spine (neck area) is commonly associated with
sensations of numbness, weakness or tingling that
radiates into the arms, hands, legs and feet. This
could cause issues with arm and hand strength and
possibly even with balance and walking. The lumbar
region of the spine (the lower back) commonly experiences pain and cramping in the buttocks, legs and
feet, and is likely to occur when standing for long periods at a time or walking. Pain is usually relieved or
lessened when bending forward or sitting down. Also,
incontinence of the bladder or bowels could also occur depending on the severity and location where the
condition of spinal stenosis has developed.
As with any atypical sensations and symptoms, it
is always best to follow up with your doctor or directly
schedule an assessment with a physical therapist so any
new developing conditions or symptoms can be treated
head on before an irregularity develops further or grows
painfully with time.
Fortunately, there are tried and true methods
for combating the pain and further development of

spinal stenosis. Hot or cold packs may provide some
relief when rotating treatments of 20 minute periods
every hour and giving relief to the area for 40 minutes
in between. Assistive devices such as canes, walkers
and back braces can help provide a significant amount
of support and decrease in the pressure that the spine
endures. Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory (NSAIDs)
and steroid injections can help decrease inflammation
which would decrease the pressure on the spinal cord
and spinal nerves to provide some pain relief. For damaged nerve pain, anti-depressants and anti-seizure medications can be prescribed. As a last resort, surgery can
be done to remove the arthritis and create the space
needed to allow the spinal cord to function properly.
Physical therapy can help to strengthen the stabilizing muscles in the back that will support the spine
for better alignment. A physical therapist can also teach
you proper ways to gain flexibility so that tight muscles
can put less of a strain on your back. Mechanisms
taught in physical therapy can help achieve better balance, decreased pain and living a higher quality of life.
There are ways to prevent spinal stenosis and
the development or at least prolonging of conditions
that are heavily age-associated. Maintaining good
posture reinforces proper use of musculoskeletal
functioning and support where the muscles and spine
work in conjunction with another, rather than against.
Maintaining a healthy weight avoids any excess pressure exerted on the lumbar spine and regular exercise
delivers an increase of oxygenated blood flow and
keeps the spine from tightening up.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at
3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other
locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin
graduated from LSU Medical School Department of
Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987.
The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports
Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@
gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com.
Alexandra Goodwin is co-author and contributing
writer to the Kenner Orthopedic column.

Education
For our students to be competitive,
our schools must be competitive
By Isaac G. Joseph – Jefferson Parish Public School System
Superintendent
What memories
come to mind when
you think back to your time in school? Who are the
people you remember most?
If you’re like me, you probably think of quite a
few teachers. Teachers you couldn’t wait to see each
morning. Teachers who would move mountains if it
meant helping you reach your potential. Teachers
who challenged you to accomplish more than you
thought possible.
We’re fortunate to have many of those special
teachers in Jefferson Parish. It’s our goal to ensure
that every student at every school learns from a well-

trained, highly qualified teacher. Someone who loves
what they do and will stop at nothing to see your child
succeed. Study after study proves that teachers are the
most important factor in the quality of a child’s education. These teachers are in high demand in our parish,
our region, our state and our country.
Unfortunately, JPPSS loses experienced teachers
and loses out on the top new teachers due to a starting
salary that ranks last in our region.
Jefferson Parish citizens will vote on an 8.45 mill
property tax in November to provide pay raises for
JPPSS teachers and employees. If approved by voters,
page 16
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Tankless water heaters explained
By Dan Dormady
Most houses today
have storage tank type
water heaters, which
allow multiple users to
draw hot water at the same time. However, more and
more we are seeing homes with tankless water heaters.
They are more energy efficient since the water is not
heated until it’s needed. When a faucet draws hot water,
the gas burner or electric heating elements in the tankless unit turn on, heating the water in the pipe as needed.
Unlike storage tank type water heaters, tankless
units have a theoretically endless supply of hot water.
However, the maximum hot-water flow is limited by
the size of the heating element. Gas units typically heat
more gallons per minute than electric units, but in either case, the rate of flow is limited. This means you may
not be able to run the dishwasher, wash clothes and take
a shower all at the same time.
Tankless systems can be installed centrally, but
they are also valuable in a remote part of the house. Having one at the point of use will minimize pipe runs from
the main storage water heater to the tap, saving water
and reducing plumbing costs. Also, their small size lets
you fit them into tight spaces. A tankless water heater
is a good option for a one-or two-person household, in a
vacation home or as a backup system for a solar water
heater. In addition, it can sometimes be useful to install
one as a booster heater for a dishwasher, so you can keep
your storage water heater set at a lower temperature.
Tankless heaters have either modulating output
control or fixed output control. The modulating type
delivers water at a constant temperature regardless of
flow rate. The fixed type adds the same amount of heat,
regardless of flow rate and inlet temperature. Avoid
the fixed output types because with these systems, the
temperature at the taps can fluctuate wildly. In fact, the
more you open the hot water tap, the cooler the water
will become.
The heating elements and gas requirements for
tankless water heaters are much larger than those for

storage water heaters. Typical storage water heaters
have a gas input of 40,000 BTUs per hour, while tankless
ones go up to 170,000 BTUs per hour. Similarly, electric
storage water heaters draw at most 6,000 watts, but electric tankless heaters can draw as much as 28,000 watts.
Tankless units typically call for bigger gas lines and
vents or for a larger electrical power supply,so you may
need to upgrade the size of the natural gas service piping
or the electrical supply. A licensed plumber or electrician can determine what will be required.
Tankless water heaters are sized in gallons per
minute (gpm) of flow. Most provide two to three gpm of
hot water. Size your unit to meet the peak demand that
will be placed on it. For example, a low-flow showerhead
will require about two to three gpm of mixed hot and
cold water. Since a shower is usually partly cold water, a
two gpm tankless heater will probably provide enough
hot water for that. However, three gpm would allow a
little slack in case someone turned on a hot-water tap
while the shower was in use. It’s unwise to serve many
appliances with one tankless heater. It’s better to provide a separate heater at each tap, especially if you’re
only providing hot water to two or three widely spaced
faucets.
Most tankless water heaters need a flow rate of
about 1/2 to 3/4 gpm to power up; but some are as high
as two gpm, so they won’t heat water unless you turn the
water up high. This means you want to make sure that
the flow rates at specific fixtures and appliances exceed
the minimum requirements of the tankless heater you
are considering.
Dan Dormady is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector (LHI#10273) and the
president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally
owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building inspection services.
Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.
net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.
criterium-dormady.com.

Real Estate
Boost from buyers: Confidence
in housing up
By Linda R. Martin
Confidence in
housing again met an
all-time high in September 2017 in the Fannie Mae Home Purchase Sentiment Index, propelled by optimism from buyers, including renters. The HPSI overall posted 88.3 in September,
0.3 percentage points higher than the month prior.
“The biggest driver for the increase in the HPSI is
the rebound in the good time to buy sentiment, which
outweighed the largest drag, a sizable reduction in the
net share of consumers expecting home prices to rise
over the next year,” says Doug Duncan, chief economist
and senior vice president of Fannie Mae. “Details in the
survey show a meaningful pickup in the good time to
buy component, especially from the renter respondents.
Additionally, perceptions of easing inventory helped
boost the net share saying that now is a good time to
buy, which is consistent with less bullish home price
appreciation sentiment during the month. Overall, we

believe that the devastating impacts of the hurricanes
will likely weigh on home sales in the coming months,
posing downside risks for our forecast, which already
calls for only moderate gain in home sales this year.”
The share of homebuyers surveyed for the index
who believe now is a good time to buy rose 10 percentage points to 28 percent, while the share of sellers who
believe now is a good time to sell rose two percentage
points to 38 percent. The share of those surveyed who
believe home prices will go up fell eight percentage
points to forty percent.
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana,
can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors
office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard in Kenner,
LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned
and operated company. Visit the company website at
www.gardnerRealtors.com.

Happy Thanksgiving!
Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
Work Struts • Brake Service
Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
• Admiralty &
Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,
Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant,
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062

Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall
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Law

Obtaining witness statements at the scene of an accident
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
Being involved in
a collision, regardless
of how serious, can be
an overwhelming expe-

rience, but I can’t emphasize enough just how important it is to make sure that your rights are protected
later on. In order to do so, you should preserve as much
evidence at the scene as you can. As discussed in my

SELA

®

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001
Cell 504.250.1610
Office 504.883.5252

4416/4420 Rue Place Pontchartrain
Kenner • $799,000

Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com

Assurance Care Provider LLC
Mr. Ron Tassin, CEO

OUTPATIENT SERVICES

Mental Health & Substance Abuse Services
Located in the Kenner Rivertown Community

➢ Over 14 Years of Services
❖ CARF ACCREDITATED
❖ Certified by the Office

of Behavior Health
OUTPATIENT MENTAL HEALTH
SUBSTANCE ABUSE | REHABILITATION

Joy, Happiness,
Health, Blessings
all of these and
many more are
our wishes.
HAPPY
THANKSGIVING!

Counseling and Therapy ❖ Crisis Management
Medication Management

❖ WE WELCOME CHILDREN, ADOLESCENT
AND ADULTS

❖ MEDICAID AND PRIVATE PAY ACCEPTED
AT THIS TIME

❖ NOW TAKING COMMERCIAL INSURANCE
ASSURANCE CARE PROVIDER NOW HIRING:

Hiring LCSWs • Bilingual Staff • Please email resume or call the office.
Hours: 9am - 5pm Monday - Friday
2145 Rev. Richard Wilson Dr. (formerly Jefferson Hwy.)

472-0068 • acpmhr@yahoo.com

column last month, one way to preserve evidence is to
take photos, another and just as important way is to
collect witness statements. Do not hesitate to speak to
any witnesses that were present at the scene of the accident, or may have seen the accident take place. Their
testimony could prove to be just as valuable as other
evidence from the scene. Many times, at fault drivers
may change their story when they speak to the police
or to their insurance company, having credible witness
statements will help to show what really happened. If a
witness remains at the scene of the accident, a police
officer should take the statement, but that is not always
the case. Therefore, it is important that you obtain the
necessary information for yourself.
The first step in collecting credible witness statements is to identify possible witnesses. The most credible witnesses are those people that have no interest
or stake in the accident investigation. Although your
own passengers are witnesses, and their statements
are needed, they are inherently biased. Other possible
eyewitnesses may be drivers and occupants of other
vehicles involved, people who stopped to render aid,
pedestrians, people at nearby bus stops, adjacent business owners, employees and customers. Ask if they saw
the accident and if they are willing to write out or have
you record a statement. I advise drivers to keep index
cards and at least two pens in their vehicle to collect any
relevant information and/or witness statements in the
event of an accident. Index cards are more sturdy than
ordinary paper and provide just enough space for a concise witness statement and contact information. If the
witness does not want to give a statement at the scene,
ask for their contact information anyway so that you
(or your attorney) may contact them at a later date. If
the witness does agree, have them write what they saw,
describe the vehicles involved, how the accident happened and their position in relation to the crash. Make
sure the witness includes their contact information and
signs the statement. If you do not have pen and paper,
and the witness agrees, use your phone’s video or audio
recording feature to record the statement of the witness

and make sure they state their name and contact information on the recording. It may also be helpful to snap
a few photos of the accident scene from the witness’s
vantage point at the time of the accident in order to see
their point of view.
After speaking with the police, make sure to
visit any homes or businesses in the immediate area
to inquire if anyone saw the accident, or even better, if
there are any video surveillance systems that may have
captured the accident. If so, ask them to copy and/or
preserve the video so that you (or your attorney) can
request it later. If you believe there is video surveillance,
notify your attorney as soon as possible so that they may
send a spoliation of evidence letter and/or subpoena to
the business or homeowner.
Although witness statements are very helpful in
your claim, the statements by themselves are hearsay,
and as such, may not be admissible in court. If your case
were to go to trial, each witness must show up in court
to testify, therefore it is extremely important to obtain
their contact information. Take the time to gather as
much evidence as possible immediately after a car accident or other incident. Time is of the essence. Witnesses
will be harder to locate and memories less reliable as
time goes on. The more documentation and information you have, the stronger your case will be, and the
more likely you will obtain a satisfactory resolution to
your claim.
This information has been provided for informational purposes only and is not intended and should not
be construed to constitute legal advice.
Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana
State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing
attorney and owner of Rivertown Law Center, L.L.C.,
located at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner.
Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime
and traffic violations are Rinck’s primary areas of
practice. Rinck can be reached at 704-1194 or info@
rivertownlaw.com.

Government
Inspectors uncover 218 violations in code
sweeps
of Ole Miss Drive, inspectors reported 11 abandoned
Recent code sweeps throughout the city of Kenner in October 2017 resulted in a total of 218 violations
discovered by Kenner Inspections and Code Enforcement officers, city officials said.
In a code sweep of the 2900 to 3300 blocks
of Idaho and Illinois avenues, inspectors reported
six abandoned vehicles, three building permits required, eight cases requiring building maintenance,
four fascia or soffit issues, 10 fences needing repairs,
five high grass cases, one illegal discharge, nine addresses required, 10 cases of litter or debris, one
oversized vehicle, six unsafe electrical conditions
and one dumpster closure required.
At a code sweep of the 600 to 800 blocks of Vouray
Drive and the 4300 block of Loire Street, inspectors uncovered seven abandoned vehicles, 18 cases requiring
building maintenance, 12 fascia or soffit issues, 11 fences needing repair, one address required, 10 high grass
cases, six cases of litter or debris, 19 unsafe electrical
conditions, one unsafe plumbing condition, one unsafe
mechanical condition and nine cases needing vermin
or rodent proofing.
During a code sweep of the 3500 to 3900 blocks

vehicles, one building permit required, two cases requiring building maintenance, eight fascia or soffit issues, three fences needing repair, eight cases of litter or
debris, two repairs or demolitions required, one unsafe
plumbing condition, three unsafe electrical conditions,
two driveway aprons needed, two sidewalks needed
and six addresses required.
Officer Jeff Mocklin of the Kenner Police Department has joined the code enforcement staff,
making it possible for the code sweeps to also focus
on individuals who have failed to respond to summonses or to appear in Kenner City Court for code
violations. These individuals are given the opportunity to show up in city court to meet with a prosecutor regarding their violations and are advised that
they face imminent arrest for contempt if they fail
to take care of their court obligation.
“I want to commend the Kenner Police Department for their continued cooperation with code enforcement in the city,” Mayor Ben Zahn said. “And I
want to thank the public for calling and reporting code
enforcement issues in their neighborhoods. We will
continue to have regular code sweeps as we work to
make “Kenner Proud.”
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Pelicans hope to Boogie to playoffs
By Ken Trahan
The 2016-17 New
Orleans Pelicans are an
interesting case study,
a top-heavy team with
a shaky to questionable underbelly. Is there enough
talent on hand for this to be a winning team, a playoff
team, a contender?
Understanding the superiority of the Golden
State Warriors, forget about the contender part. In a
conference with the Warriors, you are playing for second, barring significant injuries.
There is little question, actually no question that
Anthony Davis is the best player, the most important
player and the franchise player for the Pelicans.
Davis is under contract through the 2020-21 season. He is one of the NBA’s highest paid players. He improves some aspect of his game annually. He is just 24.
There is so much to like about Davis and he is
low maintenance, no problem whatsoever for Alvin
Gentry or Dell Demps.
Despite all of these factors, the most important
player on the 2017-2018 Pelicans is Demarcus Cousins.
The Pelicans, if you will pardon the pun, will boogie
to his tune.
The mercurial, multi-talented center who likes
the Boogie moniker, is the straw that stirs the drink
in New Orleans.
That is because of the huge trade the Pelicans
made for him at the All-Star break a year ago. At the
time, New Orleans was floundering, with a bad record,
a bad team and little fan interest. Immediately after
the acquisition of Cousins, ticket sales spiked, media

Hand
from page 1

saying of Hand, “She wants to make a difference in the
community.”

Impastato
from page 1

with 6,918 and Senator Martiny garnered 5,144 for 43
percent. There was a 23 percent voter turnout for the
election.
Said Impastato, “I am honored by the overwhelming vote and support that I received from the citizens of
the district. We have a great progress ahead. I am not interested in just filling a seat, I want to make a difference
for all families in this district, and I want our businesses
to prosper, also. So, I will begin implementing the plan
that I outlined to voters immediately upon taking office.”
Impastato continued, “I look forward to analyz-

Marroccoli
from page 6

each other for the most coveted prize, the “Spirit Stick.”
Cheerleaders at our playgrounds have been practicing,
stunting and perfecting routines for over two months. It
is an extremely fun-filled evening for these participants
and we look forward to announcing the winners in the
near future.
Our playground hours of operation are 5:30 p.m.
until 9:30 p.m. every Monday through Friday. Our recreation office is open from 8:30 a.m. until 7:30 p.m. on
Monday through Friday.

attention became enhanced locally and nationally
and the team became more interesting to watch.
In the short time Cousins was here a year ago, he
did not make much of a difference.
It was a feeling-out process, a learning process, a
process that is still in progress this season.
Will Cousins transform New Orleans into a winner, into a playoff team?
There is little doubt that the move to get Cousins saved or secured the jobs of Gentry and Demps,
depending on your point of view. There is little doubt
that the Pelicans have attempted to placate Cousins
by acquiring his friend Rajon Rondo.
Of course, Rondo is sidelined for the first 15-20
games of this season.
With that development, the Pelicans turned
back the clock and turned back to Jrue Holiday to
run the point, a position he is an average player at. Of
course, the Pelicans did not pay him like an average
player, signing him to a five year, $126 million deal in
the offseason.
Just two games into the season, New Orleans realized that it needed a point guard and signed 35-yearold Jameer Nelson.
A consummate professional, Nelson will fill a
role and fill a void, at least on a short-term basis. Nelson makes sound decisions, understands his abilities
and limitations, and will make sure he gets Davis and
Cousins involved.
The fact that draft pick Frank Jackson had another surgery on his foot is not a good sign and does
not portend well for his future. The injury is why he
fell to the Pelicans in the draft.
New Orleans brought back a former draft pick

in Darius Miller and brought in Ian Clark to add depth.
The Pelicans have no depth in terms of bigs, with
Alexis Ajinca injured. When both Davis and Cousins sit
at the same time, it is a very small team.
While Gentry and Demps kept their jobs largely
because of Cousins, they are tied to Cousins. If the
Pelicans play well and make the playoffs this season,
they will keep their job and may keep Cousins. If New
Orleans has a losing record and does not make the
playoffs in the deep, competitive western conference,
there is little doubt that Cousins will depart and Gentry and Demps will likely be right behind, if not in front
of him out the door.
The team deemed Holiday as a better option at
shooting guard and got stuck with him at the point.
Jackson gut hurt. Ajinca got hurt. Solomon Hill is out
indefinitely. You are stuck with Omer Asik. Dante Cunningham remains the starter at small forward despite
his lack of a shot and offensive game. Cheick Diallo
is virtually invisible. E’twaun Moore must score as a
starter at shooting guard. Veteran Tony Allen will defend but like Nelson, he is 35.
Is this a roster that can post a winning season
and make the playoffs?
Davis and Cousins must be elite to do so and you
must be careful not to wear them out with heavy minutes. Who is the third option? Holiday is paid like it.
Can Clark step up with an increased role? What about
the competition?
Golden State is the chalk, San Antonio, Houston
and Oklahoma City are very good. Memphis looks good
to start the season. Minnesota is young and talented.
The Clippers are still good. Portland, Utah and Denver
are formidable. Sacramento is young and decent. Only

the Lakers, Dallas and Phoenix appear overmatched.
To crack the top eight, New Orleans will have to
beat out three of those teams to get in. With two stars
and a lot of question marks, the questions are plentiful,
perhaps too many to overcome. There is hope because
you have two of the top 15 to 20 players in the league
by any measure.
Can Cousins tame his volatile, temperamental
persona? Can Davis flourish without particularly good
guard play? Can Gentry make in-game adjustments?
Can New Orleans make another dynamic trade to improve their roster?
Demps has shown little or no desire to build
through the draft. Being on thin ice, the desperation
to win now may manifest itself even more. If the Pelicans are to make a big step and become a playoff team,
they will need career best seasons from both Davis
and Cousins. It can happen. It will not be easy. New
Orleans hopes to dance with the Boogie this season
and hopes to keep on dancing for years to come.

Hand said she was surprised and quite honored by
the appointment.
“I will work hard and do my best to represent the
district and make the residents of District 5 proud,”
Hand said.

Hand lives in the Seton Parc subdivision with her
husband, Skip, and children, Olivia and William, along
with the family’s three dogs. A realtor with Keller Williams Realty, Hand is co-president of the Seton Parc
Homeowners Association, a board member of St. Eliza-

beth Ann Seton Home and School Association and a past
board member of the Jefferson Bar Association Auxiliary.
The election for the four-year term for the Kenner
District 5 council position will be held March 24, 2018.
Hand said she will not run for the seat.

ing how the parish spends its resources and ensuring
that District 4 is always kept top of mind. We need to
better develop Lafreniere Park, begin development of
Laketown, upgrade The Esplanade mall and modernize
our main retail corridor near the mall. I will begin neighborhood meetings to make sure that our citizens have
input and offer ideas on ways that we can strengthen our
district. I am eager to take on the challenges ahead and
excited for the opportunity to make this the best place
to live, work and play.”
Impastato, an attorney and a lifelong resident
of Kenner, graduated from Archbishop Rummel High
School in 1997 and received a Bachelor of Science in finance from Louisiana State University in 2001. Impasta-

to is an attorney and partner in the firm of Frischhertz,
Poulliard, Frischhertz and Impastato. Impastato was
elected to the Kenner City Council in April 2014 and his

current term will end June 30, 2018.
Impastato, 38, is married to the former Shannon
Whitman and they have three children.

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances

Should you have any questions about basketball registration, the “Spirit Bowl” or anything
recreation-related, please feel free to contact our
office at 468-7211.
Kenner Parks and Recreation Director Ken Marroccoli can be reached at 468-7211 or at recreation@
kenner.la.us. The Kenner Parks and Recreation Department office is located at 1905 24th Street in Kenner. For more information about Kenner playgrounds
and sports offered, visit www.kenner.la.us, select “Government” and then “City Directory” to find Kenner’s
Parks and Recreation Department website.

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO
990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and general manager of www.SportsNola.com and hosts “Sportsnola
TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. on WHNO, TV 20.
Trahan is the general manager and chairman of
the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the
Mercedes-Benz Superdome, runs the Life Resources
Sports Ministry and hosts All Access SportsTalk on
WGSO, 990 AM and WGSO.com on Monday, Thursday and Friday at 6:05 p.m. as well as “The Three
Tailgaters Show” on Saturday morning from 10:05
a.m. to noon with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille.

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert closing assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

Randy Lovitt
3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •
Century Title_0515.indd 1

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609
4/26/15 6:13 PM
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Automotive

When is the right time to replace wiper blades?
By Scott Zimmerman
Regardless of how often you use your
wiper blades on your vehicle, you should
be replacing the wipers blades on a regular basis.
The wiper blade wears down over time and this makes it less effective cleaning your windshield. Effective windshield wipers are a vital safety
component so you should take the maintenance of them as seriously as you
would your tires or brakes.
People will go years using the same set of wiper blades and that is
far too long. Wiper blades can wear out in as few as three months. None
will last longer than 12 months, even if you buy the most expensive wiper
blades. You should make it a point to look at your wiper blades every

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

few months. If you have any reason to believe they are wearing out, it is
better to be proactive and replace them before you are caught in a rain
storm and have a blurred view.
Everyone should plan on replacing wiper blades at the very least
once a year.
Look for the following telltale signs to determine if your wiper blades
are ready to be replaced.
Wiper blades are streaking, smearing or clicking when wiping
the windshield. These are often the first clues for many drivers that there
is a problem. If the wipers are still smearing after you clean the blades and
the windshield, then you are ready for a new set.
Wiper blades have uneven edges and missing pieces. When you
are cleaning your wiper blades, look down the length to see if the blade
edge is even. Clearing salt or mud can damage the blades and leave them
jagged. This causes the wipers to streak as they miss sections of the windshield.
Visible cracks can be seen on the wiper blade. Just like tires de-

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

875-2888
Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.
Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, Inc., a
family-owned and operated full-service tire and automotive shop, located at
4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on
Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is www.scottystireauto.com.

Community

SMALL JOBS

Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

teriorate from weather, heat and time, wiper blades will crack if they
are constantly assaulted by the elements. Once you see lines or cracks
within the body of the blade, it’s time for a new set.
Poor wiping performance doesn’t necessarily mean it’s time to replace
wiper blades. Thoroughly clean your windshield with a paper towel saturated with windshield wiper fluid, or a mild detergent, and remove any buildup
or grime that is hindering the blades before you make any decisions about
the state of your wipers.
Visibility is paramount for drivers. The ability to see clearly in inclement weather starts and stops with your windshield wipers. Therefore, replacing your wiper blades should be important and a mainstay of
your car care regimen.

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

“Down by the River: A Prospect 4 Satellite Exhibition” of art
comes to Rivertown
The Kenner Rivertown Arts Council has announced it will be presenting “Down by the River: A Prospect 4 Satellite Exhibition,” a curated
selection of art in various media that emphasizes the area’s relationship
with the water. “From the river to the lake, to the swamps and surrounding spillways, we are surrounded and connected,” said Peter Barnitz,
chairman of the Kenner Rivertown Arts Council. “A selection of local
artists interprets their personal interactions with the water involving
topics such as life, meditation, peace, growth, healing, nourishment,
recreation, mythology, satire, even fear and adventure. Just like the
river, our lives are ever changing, moving and connected to each other.”
Permanent exterior public murals will be on view in the Rivertown
Arts Council Community Courtyard, located at 409 Williams Boulevard
in Rivertown, from November 18, 2017 through February 24, 2018, from
11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday through Sundays. An opening reception will be held on Saturday, November 18, 2017, from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m., in conjunction with the Prospect 4: Satellite openings, an
event which brings thousands of patrons from all over the world to the
New Orleans metro area. The opening reception will include a modern
dance performance, “Carried,” choreographed by Rebecca Allen, with
dancers from The Studio School of Dance.

Artist and curator Barnitz, quoted Mark Twain’s “Life on the Mississippi” on the inspiration for the exhibition – “The face of the water, in time, became a wonderful painting – a painting that was a dead
language to the uneducated passenger, but which told its mind to me
without reserve, delivering its most cherished secrets as clearly as if it
uttered them with a voice. And it was not a painting to be visited once
and thrown aside, for it had a new story to tell every day.”
Artists participating include Joshua Windham, Alfredo Ott III,
Peter Barnitz, Angel Perdomo, James Flynn, Kay Franz, Katie Puchot,
Dwight Harris, Antoine Prince, Demetria Bridges, Cheri Ben-iesau,
Dianne Georgy Garrett, Marlena Doherty, Zulay Herrera, Drew Cooke,
Timothy Barr Rowland, Christian Perkins, Andie Cancienne and Kevin
Hunts.
The Kenner Rivertown Arts Council will also offer a display of additional artwork on easels and along with an artist reception in the community courtyard from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. on December 16, 2017,
January 20, 2018, and at the closing ceremony on February 24, 2018.
Dancers will perform at all four events.
For more information, visit www.rivertownartscouncil.blogspot.
com.

Kenner named a Tree City USA community
1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

Kenner has been named a Tree City USA for the ninth year. Nationwide, there are more than 3,400 Tree City USA communities. In Louisiana,
Kenner is one of just 11 communities with the Tree City USA designation.
“I am proud to announce that Kenner has been named a Tree City USA
community by the Arbor Day Foundation for its continued commitment to
effective urban forest management,” said Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn. “This
important designation shows Kenner’s commitment to trees and landscaping throughout the city and that will continue to be a priority for us.”

Joseph
from page 12

all certified teachers in JPPSS would receive an annual salary increase of
$4,000. The increase would rank Jefferson Parish’s starting teacher pay just
above St. Charles, East Baton Rouge and St. Tammany.
Along with teachers, the mills would also be dedicated to a 10 percent
pay raise for support staff whose position’s average annual salary is under
$20,000. Employees whose position’s average annual salary is over $20,000
and are not certified teachers would receive a $3,000 pay increase.
Early voting for the November 18 election is November 3 through

A Tree City USA community must maintain a tree board or department, have a community tree ordinance, spend at least $2 per capita on
urban forestry and celebrate Arbor Day.
In addition to the important element of beautification, trees are responsible for cleaner air, as well as increased property values and lower
energy consumption costs. For more information, go to www.arborday.org/
programs/treecityusa/index.cfm.

11. I encourage you to make your voice heard in this upcoming election.
Voting is just one important step. Please share this information with
family and friends and ask them to join you at the polls.
Isaac G. Joseph is the first African American superintendent of the
Jefferson Parish Public School System (JPPSS); the largest and most
diverse school district in Louisiana serving 48,000 students. During his
30 year career with the district, Joseph served as an educator, dean of
student services, principal, assistant superintendent of human resources
and executive director of grants and federal programs.

SLEEP CENTER of NEW ORLEANS
Treating adults and children
“SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a
healthy life. We want to improve your productivity at work or school and enhance your
mood and concentration, by implementing evidence based sleep medicine.”
- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
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Entertainment

4232 Williams Blvd. Suite #108 * Kenner
405-5582

Sleep Center of New Orleans

Treasure Chest is bursting with
Thanksgiving cheer

Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino Marketing Director which is located is located at 5050 Williams Blvd in Kenner on the lake. Visit the website at
www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for more information.
Below is a list of entertainment with schedule
and times subject to change.

Wed., November 8
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sun., November 12
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sun., November 19
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sat., November 25
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Mojeaux

Thurs., November 2
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
The David Jesus Band

Thurs., November 9
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
No Idea

Wed., November 15
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Wed., November 22
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sun., November 26
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Fri., November 3
Closed Private Party

Fri., November 10
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Good Feelin’ Band

Thurs., November 16
Closed Private Party

Thurs., November 23
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Seabrook

Wed., November 29
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Fri., November 24
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Cullen Landry & The
Midnight Streetcar

Thurs., November 30
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
The Topcats

Sun., November 5
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sat., November 11
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
The Regulators

Evaluation and treatment of sleep disorders
Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea)
Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
Excessive daytime sleepiness
Narcolepsy with cataplexy
Restless leg syndrome
Insomnia

Call us today if you
answer yes to 2 or more.

Snore?
Do you or anyone you know snore?

Tired?

Fri., November 17
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
The Blenderz
Sat., November 18
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Flipside

Observed Apnea?
Stop breathing during the night?

• Sleep-related breathing disorders
(Sleep apnea)
• Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
• Excessive daytime sleepiness
• Narcolepsy with cataplexy
• Restless leg syndrome • Insomnia

Pressure High?
Do you have high
blood pressure?

NOW OPEN
ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

405-5582

ACCEPTS MOST
INSURANCE
PLANS INCLUDING
MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID

M-TH OPEN 8:30-4:30
4232 WILLIAMS BLVD. SUITE #108 • KENNER
WWW.MYSCONO.COM or WWW.SLEEP4MYKIDS.COM

We would like to
thank our customers
for keeping us in
business for 42 years!
We are family owned
automotive repair
businesses and proud
to call Kenner home.
If you haven’t visited
our businesses yet,
please give us call.

Treasure Chest invites local non-profits to
enter 8th annual “Trees of Hope”

We treat our
customers like family
and stand behind
our quality work.

Non-profit organizations throughout the New
Orleans area are invited to apply for an opportunity
to participate in a Treasure Chest holiday tradition,
“Trees of Hope.”
This holiday season, 18 non-profit organizations
from Kenner and throughout the New Orleans area
will be invited to decorate a tree located along the entry way of the Treasure Chest Casino. Treasure Chest
customers will then be able to vote for their favorite
tree throughout the beginning of December.
Upon the conclusion of voting on December 15,
2017, Treasure Chest will award a prize pool of more
than $15,000 to the participating non-profits, including prizes of $3,000, $2,000 and $1,500 to the top three
vote getters. All participating organizations are guaranteed a minimum cash prize of $300.
“Over the last seven years, ‘Trees of Hope’ has
become a tremendously popular event at Treasure
Chest, drawing tens of thousands of votes from our

Trust us to help you!

customers,” said Rodney Miller, marketing director at
Treasure Chest Casino. “Through the values of Boyd
Gaming we recognize the importance of giving back to
the community we call home,” said Miller. “And, ‘Trees
of Hope’ allows us to do that in a fun and spirited way.”
To apply, non-profit organizations are required
to send an informational email with the name of the
organization, 501(c)(3) certification and mission of
the group as well as a contact name, phone number
and email address to David Lowenstein at davidlowenstein@boydgaming.com by November 10, 2017. Due to
the limited number of trees, not all organizations that
apply are guaranteed a spot in the competition. The
“Trees of Hope” committee will select candidates and
contact organizations by November 17, 2017. A full list
of conditions and rules will be provided upon participation approval.
Treasure Chest Casino is docked on Lake Pontchartrain in Kenner’s Laketown.

CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION OF

42 Years!
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Wed., November 1
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sat., November 4
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Witness

CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION

Do you feel tired during the day?

Free live entertainment at Treasure Chest in
Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m.
November
Sunday through Thursday. The casino’s phone number
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure
Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 5050 Williams
Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 24 hours on

SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep
better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a healthy
life. We want to improve your productivity
at work or school, enhance your mood and
concentration, by implementing evidence-based
sleep medicine.”
- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

M – TH Open 8:30 - 4:30
Fri & Sat –By appointment only

T

be selected to instantly win $250 slot dollars! Then at 11:30
p.m., all qualifiers will select an envelope containing $250
up to the grand prize of $50,000 slot dollars!
And waistbands won’t be the only thing expanding
this Thanksgiving. In honor of the holiday, we’re extending
our hours! We will be open to serve you from Wednesday,
November 22 at 8:00 a.m. until Monday, November 27 at
5:00 a.m.
Treasure Chest Casino is the place to be all November long for food, fun, and festivities. We look forward to
serving you all month long and as always…we’ll see you
on the lake!
As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21
or older to enter the casino and become a B Connected
member. Membership is free and rules and restrictions apply. “$20,000 Progressive Prize” assumes prize of $10,000
was not won in July.

TREATING ADULTS AND CHILDREN

Automatic

By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager
Besides giving
thanks for all we have in
our lives, Thanksgiving
is about stuffing yourself until you feel like you’re about to
burst. So it’s only fitting that this November, your Treasure
Chest Casino is absolutely bursting with winnings and
Thanksgiving cheer!
First, we start with the Thanksgiving feast. Do you really think your friends or relatives enjoy slaving for days in
a hot kitchen, juggling a dozen different dishes in a single
oven? Of course not! They do it because they love you. This
year, return the love by letting our chefs do the cooking!
Bring your whole guest list to Vista Buffet on Thanksgiving
Day from 11:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. for our “Thanksgiving
Buffet Special” and enjoy all you can eat of all your Thanksgiving favorites for just $26.99. There’s no better way to
stuff yourself to capacity this year.
Speaking of stuffed to capacity…it’s happened
again. Our Progressive Payday Drawing has grown too big
and it must be given away this month! That’s, right! One
winner is guaranteed to win $50,000 slot dollars Saturday,
November 18! From 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m., qualifiers will
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AUTOMATIC
TRANSMISSION /
DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE
504-466-1381
www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive
Kenner

Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte,
Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis
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Latin American News

Southeast Hispanic Farm Outreach Program in Louisiana
By Rafael E. Saddy
Across the country Hispanic farmers
have become the largest farming minority.
In the southeast there are some 13,000 Hispanic farm
operators. Even more notable in Louisiana, between
the years of 2007 and 2012, the number of Hispanic
farm operators in Louisiana grew by 48.9 percent according to the 2012 U.S.D.A’s Census of Agriculture.
According to this census there are some 849 Hispanic
farm operators in Louisiana and based on the southeast’s popularity as a destination for migration, this

number is predicted to grow.
Though the number of Latinos contributing to
the agricultural community growth in the United
States is impressive, there is a growing need to form
a relationship between Hispanic farms and those
organizations critical to success in agriculture. The
goal of the Southeastern Hispanic Farm Outreach
Program (SHFOP) is to help form that relationship.
SHFOP is working to identify the specific needs of
Hispanic farmers in Louisiana while also working
hands-on to connect farmers to the resources that
will help them succeed.

We Shop For You!
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Homeowners insurance provides
coverage for your home and personal
belongings. Liability coverage is another
critical component.
Single Family Homes
Rental Properties

Condominiums
Much More

467-0800
3409 Williams Blvd.

PROUDLY
REPRESENTING

www.guffeyinsurance.net

Guffey_0516.indd 1

4/23/16 7:26 PM

Landscaping & Design,
Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,
Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation

Community announcements
Nov. 28 – Southeast Hispanic Farm Outreach
will be hosting a talk about farm outreach program at
the Hispanic Chamber of Louisiana Foundation located at 2200 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 200 in Kenner.
For information call 828-333-0476.
Nov. 18 – Gala Music presents Regatón Latin
Night at the Ponchartrain Center. For information call
850-766-4602.

Dog park

Systems, Fountains, Grading,

from page 1

Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial
Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured
0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd 1

SHFOP has active bilingual outreach specialists
in Florida, North Carolina and Louisiana that work
hands-on with farmers to help them access resources
from low-interest loans for purchasing additional
equipment to technical assistance for increasing crop
yields. They can assist in identifying programs that
are applicable to farmer’s needs as well as help them
through the process of accessing resources. Farmers
will also become part of a network. This network acts
as a community which invites farmers to learn from
one another’s experience, organization, best practices
and innovation. Participants will be invited to take part
in events explaining available programs, as well as expert advice on topics like how to market produce and
financial literacy. All of these events will be conducted
in Spanish and are free of charge to participants.
This program has seen great results in Florida,
which boasts a network of over 180 farmers and
SHFOP looks forward to continued success in Louisiana as they work to strengthen the diverse agricultural
community in Kenner and the metropolitan area.
There is no minimum amount of land to qualify, so call or text to find out how you can be helped.
SHFOP is an independent organization and their services are free of charge. If you or someone you know is
leasing land that they either plan to, or are currently
cultivating, contact John Parott at 828-333-0476 or
japarrott3123@gmail.com to discuss opportunities to
succeed. For additional information visit their website
at www.latinofarmersusa.com.

2/22/13 9:36 PM

of recreational outlet.”
The original design for the dog park called for
a $350,000 facility with three distinct sections – a
passive large dog area, an active large dog area and
a small dog area. Future attractions could include a
splash pad and agility play equipment, as well as a memorial brick paw walkway.
Fundraising is expected to continue to complete
the final phases of the dog park.
“This is already a wonderful place for dog lovers,”
Impastato said. “It’s the kind of amenity you are proud
to have in your city and that you look for when you are
choosing a place to live, so we will be working very
hard to come up with the additional funds to open all

Food bank
from page 1

increase of approximately 23 percent in the number of
people served per month from 2,600 in 2016 to 3,384
people per month in 2017.
“Over the years the people of Kenner have been a
critical part in the support and success of the Kenner
Food Bank by providing donations and volunteering
their time. We are asking for your support to continue

Nov. 18 & 22 – Gala Music presents Bamboleo Latin Night at the House of Blues. For information
call 850-766-4602.
Nov 11. - Asociación de Guatemala en Louisiana coronation and gala dance for the 20172018 Senorita Guatemala Queen at the Jefferson
Orleans North in Metairie from 9:00 p.m. until 2:00
a.m. Music by Ovi’G and the Froggies (Los Ranas).
For information call 810-8831.
Nov. 23 – Thanksgiving is a holiday set aside
to give thanks for the many blessings we enjoy. It is a
time for families and friends to get together, eat probably too much and give thanks. It is also a time that we
must remember there are many families who cannot
put on a Thanksgiving feast of their own. But we can all
assist in giving back to our community by sponsoring a
donation to a needed family. We can give a Thanksgiving basket that will give them a hope to realize that
we are all the same and they are not alone. There are
many organizations taking donations now and we have
our own at the Kenner Food Bank.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center offers various programs as well as access to information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For information call 469-2570.
Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable
channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) has Hispanic TV
programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at
8:00 p.m. For more information and program schedule,
go to www.kenner.la.usand click on the Kenner TV
logo or go to the Kenner TV Face book/You Tube page.
I leave you with this thought. “Be thankful for
what you have; you’ll end up having more. If you concentrate on what you don’t have, you will never, ever
have enough.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for
the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana
(LACAL) and serves on the governing board of directors of Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy
at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should
be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

of the planned phases of this park.”
All dogs coming to the park must have current
rabies and vaccines required by law, must wear a
collar with tags and must be leashed when entering
and leaving the park. Owners must remain with their
dogs in the park at all times and must clean up dog
waste immediately utilizing doggie waste stations located throughout the park. Dog handlers must be at
least 16 years old and children must be accompanied
by an adult and supervised at all times. Dog toys such
as balls and Frisbees are acceptable but no ropes, tug
toys, squeaky toys or rawhides are allowed.
City officials want to remind dog owners that use
of the park is at their own risk.
Kenner’s Dog Park will be open from 8:00 a.m.
every day except for Tuesday when it will open at noon.
The dog park will close every day at dusk.
our mission of not allowing any Kenner resident to go
hungry,” said Ince.
Monetary donations by check or money order
can be made payable to the Kenner Food Bank
and mailed or dropped off to the food bank at 317
Oxley Street located in Rivertown in Kenner. Food
donations can be delivered to the food bank, as well,
from 9:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. For more information
call 468-7204.
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Condor Airlines returning with flights to Frankfurt, Germany in summer 2018
On October 10, 2017, Condor Airlines announced
its 2018 flight schedule with twice-weekly flights operating on Thursdays and Sundays from May 17, 2018,
through September 30, 2018, from Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport to Frankfurt International Airport. Flights on Thursdays and Sundays
will depart New Orleans at 5:55 p.m. and arrive in
Frankfurt the next day at 10:40 a.m., and depart Frankfurt at 11:50 a.m. on Thursdays and Sundays and arrive
in New Orleans at 3:55 p.m. the same day. Condor offers flights beyond Frankfurt to over 120 destinations
across Europe at exceptional rates through interline
partnerships. Condor passengers can earn and redeem miles in the Star Alliance Miles and More frequent flyer program and Alaska Airlines’ MileagePlan.
“I’m thrilled that Condor Airlines will resume
its transatlantic, non-stop flights in May 2018,” said
New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu. “These non-stop
flights to Frankfurt will continue to open gateways to
new international markets and create jobs and new
opportunities. Just in time for our tricentennial celebration in 2018, this will poise New Orleans to welcome even more international travelers to our worldclass city.”
Condor provides a superior passenger experi-

ence onboard its 259-seat Boeing 767-300ER. Service
is offered in three classes, business, premium and
economy. In each of its three classes of service, Condor
provides complimentary checked baggage, beverages,
meals and in-flight entertainment for all passengers.
Business Class passengers have access to priority
check-in and business class lounges at most airports,
as well as reclining seats and a five course meal onboard the flight. Premium Class features added legroom, leg rests and adjustable headrests plus premium
meals and more onboard the flight.
“We are very pleased that Condor Airlines will be
returning with service to Frankfurt in 2018 and look
forward to continuing this great partnership into the
future,” said Kevin Dolliole, director of aviation for
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport.
“We encourage the community to experience Condor
and the exceptional service they offer. Germany is just
a flight away.”
“We are happy to continue our flights from New
Orleans to Frankfurt in the next summer season and
being able to offer our customers a smart choice for
their transatlantic travels two times a week. Our Condor flights still are the only nonstop service from New
Orleans to Germany and the bookings so far clearly

showed that Louisianans love our service. With our
partner carriers we provide seamless connections to
cities like Prague, Venice, Berlin, Paris, Rome, Barcelona and in total more than a hundred destinations in
Europe,” said Jens Boyd, director of Long Haul and
Revenue Management Thomas Cook Group Airlines.
“Condor’s recent growth was particularly strong in the
U.S. and Canada as European destinations pop up on
more and more Americans’ travel lists. Our network
consists of 16 destinations in North America today,
such as Seattle, Pittsburgh, Vancouver and the new
addition of Phoenix, which will be launched in summer 2018.”

Condor’s 2017 season came to a close on October 4, 2017, but tickets are available now for purchase
for the summer 2018 season at www.condor.com, in
a travel agency or by phone at 1-866-960-7915 – free
of charge. Start planning your 2018 European vacation
now.
“We would like to thank Condor Airlines for their
continued commitment to our market,” said Cheryl
Teamer, New Orleans Aviation Board Chairwoman.
“Condor’s service from Frankfurt has made New
Orleans accessible to countless new people across
Europe, and we are thrilled that we will continue to
welcome Condor passengers in 2018.”
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rain run-off and discharge it over the levee wall.
Constructing the North Terminal is a major
from page 1
feat which has taken much assistance and coorThe $1 billion terminal, one of the largest
dination from many entities including the Kenner
public construction projects in Louisiana history, Police Department, who has helped to ensure that
will include two concourses with 35 gates, ameni- traffic in the city has not been affected in any maties such as restaurants and shops, and a 2,000 car
jor way due to the construction. With an average of
garage. The immense project enjoys the support of 750 workers on the site most days and the delivery
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn and the Kenner City Coun- of materials, this has been no small task for either
cil. Dolliole points out that even operating in the old
the construction manager or police, said Dolliiole.
terminal that dates back to 1947, Armstrong
Each of the 7,500 piles that the new terminal is built
International is one of the nation’s fastest growing
over were delivered piece by piece and an average
airports with more direct flights than ever before. of 2,000 yards of concrete are being laid each day.
In 2016, the airport served a record 11.1 million
“This is a truly remarkable construction project
involving thousands of individuals,” said Dolliole.
passengers. “We feel confident that we will set new
records for passenger volume beginning with our “Its positive impact will benefit Kenner, New Orleans,
Jefferson Parish and all of Louisiana for many defirst year in the new North Terminal,” said Dolliole.
cades to come.”
Dolliole says the greatest impact for the city
of Kenner will come from the new airport pumping
station. The new airport pumping station will take

Airport terminal
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Hablamos Español
Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy

943-5777

7030 Canal Boulevard

889-2663

4921 Airline Drive

Come watch
your football at
Stepbrothers.
Nobody does it
better than us!
OPEN 11 am - 4 am

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

We are the place
to watch LSU &
Saints games
on our 19 TVs.
Not a bad seat
in the house.

Beer bucket specials, great
food & special giveaways
throughout the season. DJ
before, during & after the
game. NFL Ticket. WIFI.

Come early on Sunday
for our Bloody Mary
Specials & pregame
shows on so you
can make sure your
Fantasy Team lineup
is the best it can be.

WE HAVE YOU COVERED
THURSDAY-MONDAY FOR FOOTBALL.
NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!

24-hour electricAl service

bELLCO ELECTRiC
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Residential • Commercial

Aerial photo of Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport
construction site of North Terminal set to open February 2019.

LA License #28613

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE
BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE
over
30 Years
experience

455-2355

No Job Too Small - We Do all!

METAiRiE
KENNER
LICENSED
INSURED
LICENSED •¥ BONDED
BONDED ¥• INSURED

N.O. AREA

OWNER
OWNER RONNIE
RONNIE BELLACI
BELLACI
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER
3, 10, 17 & 24
8:00pm - 11:00pm
One Hot Seat winner will be selected every
30 MINUTES to play our Turkey Pick game
to win $100 up to $1,000 SLOT DOLLARS!
Must have B Connected Card inserted in Slot Machine or present card at
table game to be eligible. Other restrictions apply.
See B Connected Club for details.

Progressive

SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 18

DRAWING

8:00pm - 11:00pm

PROGRESSIVE PAYDAY

$

50,000

IT’S FINALLY HERE!
ONE WINNER WILL WIN $ 50,000 SLOT DOLLARS!
Qualifiers will be selected between
8:00pm-11:00pm to win $250 SLOT DOLLARS.
At 11:30pm all qualifiers will select an
envelope containing $250 up to $50,000
SLOT DOLLARS!
Restrictions apply. Check-in begins
at 6:00pm on promotion day.
Earn entries Oct 15- Nov 18. 100 points = 1 entry.
Receive one free entry during promotion.
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