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“Freedom Fest at the Lake” in Kenner features national country music artists
An inaugural Kenner Labor Day weekend 

tradition, “Freedom Fest at the Lake,” a celebra-
tion of food, fun and music will be held on Sunday, 
September 3, 2017, on the shores of Lake Pon-
tchartrain in Laketown. Doors will open at 2:00 
p.m. and admission is free.

The event will feature award-winning coun-
try duo Maddie & Tae as the last main act at 8:45 
p.m., along with country music star singer and 
songwriter Chase Bryant at 7:00 p.m., Lauren 
Duski, from the hit TV show, “The Voice” at 5:15 
p.m., favorite local performers 90 Degrees West at 
4:00 p.m. with opening act Jenna Hunts starting 
at 3:00 p.m.

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn, 
Jefferson Parish District 4 
Councilman Jack Rizzuto 
and the Friends of Rivertown 
created the festival to build 
awareness of the city’s inter-
ests in developing Laketown 
as a high-end residential, retail 
and entertainment district. 
The event, with the Treasure 
Chest Casino as the lead sponsor, is also designed 
to strengthen the city’s tourism base.

“Our team members and the management 
of Treasure Chest are happy to support an event 

that will spotlight Laketown 
and the city of Kenner by pro-
viding great entertainment in 
such a perfect setting”, said 
Mike Garms, Treasure Chest 
General Manager.

“Freedom Fest will be Ken-
ner’s annual marquee event of 
the year. It will showcase all 
that Laketown has to offer to 

our residents and visitors,” said Zahn. “This is a 
great opportunity for all of us to enjoy our freedoms 
and family. I hope that everyone will come out and 
enjoy a free, fun-filled family festival.”

Councilman Rizzuto added, “Freedom Fest 
will showcase all the assets of Laketown and bring 
many potential visitors to the city of Kenner.”

Freedom Fest at the Lake will also include lo-
cal food, beverages, crafts and more. There is limited 
parking at the Pontchartrain Center for $5.

Main sponsors helping to produce Freedom 
Fest on the Lake include Treasure Chest Casino 
and Jefferson Convention and Visitor’s Bureau 
Visit Kenner, along with the city of Kenner and 
Jefferson Parish.  

Two qualify for Jefferson Parish District 4 
Council seat

Pavilion Shopping Center realtor making progress 
with tenants

Sid Bullard said much progress has been 
made in negotiations with potential tenants in 
the Pavilion Shopping Center in Kenner since 
the city acted to get the owners, J.L. Holdings 
LLC from New Jersey, to attend to the shopping 
center. The owners responded by retaining the 
services of veteran real estate broker Bullard, 
with Absolute Real Estate Brokers, to solicit 
new retail and office tenants and to oversee 
repairs and renovations when eventual new 
tenants officially sign leases. Bullard said the 
owners, a big, national, multi-billion dollar 
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Impastato and Martiny are vying  
for Jefferson Parish council seat

For the upcoming October 14, 2017 election, Kenner District 5 Coun-
cilman Dominick F. Impastato and state Senator Daniel R. “Danny” Mar-
tiny, are the two Republican candidates that will contest for a council seat 
representing Jefferson Parish’s District 4.

The position became open when Ben Zahn was elected as Kenner 
mayor in December 2016 and subsequently vacated the Jefferson Parish 
seat in January 2017. Jack Rizzuto, who currently holds the position, was 
appointed as interim councilman by Louisiana Governor John Bel Ed-
wards to serve starting February 24, 2017.

The winner of the election will fulfill Zahn’s unexpired Jefferson Par-
ish council term which ends January 2020.  

Kenner District 5 Councilman 
Dominick Impastato

State Senator
Daniel R. “Danny” Martiny

FEMA finalizes 
Jefferson Parish 
flood insurance rate 
maps

On August 9, 2017, Jefferson Parish announced 
the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) from the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
were now final and will be effective for flood insur-
ance rates beginning on February 2, 2018.

These final maps are available for viewing 
online at http://geoportal.jeffparish.net/flood/
public. There will be two videos available at http://
www.jeffparish.net/ now to help residents use the 
Geoportal as well as understand the details of the 
various flood zones.

“FEMA’s approval of these flood insurance 
rate maps should benefit thousands of our resi-
dents to save money on their flood insurance 
premiums. I encourage all citizens to maintain 
flood insurance to protect your property from an 
unexpected flood event,” said Jefferson Parish 
President Michael S. Yenni.

Treasure Chest Casino celebrates 
23rd anniversary in Kenner, source of 
$136 million income to city

In its first year of operation, 23 years ago, Treasure Chest Casino paid the 
city of Kenner over $7 million. Since then, annual revenue to the city has ranged 
from $4.5 million to $7.9 million, totaling $136 million.

The current lease formula, originally adopted by the city council, calls for 
the city of Kenner to annually receive two percent of Treasure Chest’s net gaming  
proceeds, in addition to $2.50 per boarding passenger. Of that amount, the Kenner 
Police Department gets a full one percent of the net gaming proceeds, 24 percent of 
the second one percent net gaming proceeds and 24 percent of the passenger fees 
accounting for approximately 10 percent of the KPD’s budget. The city receives the 
76 percent balance of the second one percent of net gaming proceeds along with 76 
percent of the passenger fees.

Of the money paid by Treasure Chest Casino to the city, by city ordinance, 
50 percent is dedicated to citywide capital projects, 25 percent is divided equally 
to each council district for capital infrastructure maintenance and construction 
and the remaining 25 percent is used for reduction of the city’s debt. In 1994, 
when the Kenner City Council agreed upon this disbursement formula it became 
the first major capital outlay funding in the city’s budget since 1982.

Millions and millions of dollars in street, drainage and sewer work, among 

Kenner Progress

A Message from Mayor Ben Zahn

see 4-page center pull-out section
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Fresh fruits, vegetables, local honey, jams, jellies, Italian cookies, handcrafted items and more!
To become a vendor or for more information call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 468-7211

www.Facebook.com/RivertownFarmersMarket 

NEW LOCATION
LA SALLE’S LANDING - 
LEVEE IN RIVERTOWN

FREE PARKING 
AND ADMISSION

OPEN EVERY SATURDAY 
from 8AM - 1PM

Farmers Market_half Page_0917.indd   1 8/26/17   2:07 PM

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  
How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten, 
or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our solar 
system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back to look 
at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

Flying Monsters 
Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 40  minutes  
Set out to uncover the truth about the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a 
wingspan of approximately 40 feet and equal to that of a modern-day jet plane.

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

AND

one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes  
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big 
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to 
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even 
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Big Bird’s 
Adventure

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  ★   Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show  ★  Children/Seniors, $5 per show   ★  Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us        show schedule subject to change

Dream to Fly 
Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  
Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of fl ying. Open your hearts 
to new ideas about fl ight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the 
ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

                                                     Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 50 minutes  

Help mark the 30th anniversary of this iconic band’s album The Joshua Tree through a 
dazzling display of color and light! Rock out with a purpose through a compilation of 
hits including Where the Streets Have No Name, With or Without You and other band 
classics like Sunday, Bloody Sunday, Desire, and Beautiful Day!

LASER U2
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WE ARE EXCITED TO BE REVEALING OUR
NEW VISTA BUFFET FOR YOU TO ENJOY!

ENJOY AN ALL-YOU-CAN EAT MENU
FILLED WITH LOCAL FAVORITES IN THE

RELAXING SETTING OF THE NEW BUFFET
 WHILE OVERLOOKING VISTAS OF

LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN.
See website for complete
details and opening times

Restrictions apply. See B Connected Club for details. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
6:00pm - Midnight
WE ARE CELEBRATING 23 YEARS
OF BEING YOUR PLACE TO PLAY!
2,300 B Connected accounts will be loaded with 
$23, $230 or $2,300 SLOT DOLLARS. 
Simply, insert your B Connected Card into
your favorite slot machine to see if you
are an instant winner.

Must have B Connected Card inserted in slot machine
or present card at table game to be eligible. Other
restrictions apply. See B Connected Club for details. 

FRIDAYS, SEPTEMBER
8, 15, 22 & 29
8:00pm - 11:00pm
One hot seat winner will be
selected every 30 MINUTES
to play our birthday candle
game to win $100
SLOT DOLLARS
up to $1,000
SLOT DOLLARS
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OPENING SEPTEMBER 1

join the email list: 
lovittlife.com 

GROUP SESSIONS & ONE-ON-ONE FULL EVALUATION PRIVATE TRAINING 
Matt Lovitt ● 701 Papworth Ave. ●  Metairie, LA 70005 ●  purefitnessnola@gmail.com ●  lovittlife.com 

Experience, results, convenience & patience. 

Group sessions not 
your thing? 

Contact me about a 
private session! 

purefitnessnola 

 
 mattlovitt 
 
@trainerlovitt 

 
 trainerlovitt 

 
Class Schedule 
Monday 
5:15-6:00PM Functional Movement 
6:00-6:45PM Cardio Sweat & Relay Race 
Tuesday 
5:45-6:30PM Yoga 
Wednesday 
7:00-7:45PM Yoga 
Thursday 
5:15-6:00PM Full Body Strength 
6:00-6:45PM Cardio Sweat & Relay Race 
Friday 
Long Walk / Rest Day 
Saturday 
10:30-11:15AM Foam Rolling & Stretching 
11:15-12:00AM Cardio Sweat & Relay Race 
Sunday 
Long Walk / Rest Day 
 
Pricing 
$220 for 7 week session 
(56 classes total, averaging $4 per class!) 
Drop-in for only $10  per class (both classes for $15) 

GROUP SESSION 
August 7th - September 24th 

join the email list: 
lovittlife.com 

GROUP SESSIONS & ONE-ON-ONE FULL EVALUATION PRIVATE TRAINING 
Matt Lovitt ● 701 Papworth Ave. ●  Metairie, LA 70005 ●  purefitnessnola@gmail.com ●  lovittlife.com 

Experience, results, convenience & patience. 

Group sessions not 
your thing? 

Contact me about a 
private session! 

purefitnessnola 

 
 mattlovitt 
 
@trainerlovitt 

 
 trainerlovitt 

 
Class Schedule 
Monday 
5:15-6:00PM Functional Movement 
6:00-6:45PM Cardio Sweat & Relay Race 
Tuesday 
5:45-6:30PM Yoga 
Wednesday 
7:00-7:45PM Yoga 
Thursday 
5:15-6:00PM Full Body Strength 
6:00-6:45PM Cardio Sweat & Relay Race 
Friday 
Long Walk / Rest Day 
Saturday 
10:30-11:15AM Foam Rolling & Stretching 
11:15-12:00AM Cardio Sweat & Relay Race 
Sunday 
Long Walk / Rest Day 
 
Pricing 
$220 for 7 week session 
(56 classes total, averaging $4 per class!) 
Drop-in for only $10  per class (both classes for $15) 

GROUP SESSION 
August 7th - September 24th 

@purefi tness&yoga

5590 Canal Blvd., New Orleans, LA 70124

YOGA. HIIT. FITNESS.

www.purefi tnessandyoga.com
purefi tnessyoga@gmail.com@purefi tness&yoga

PRE-OPENING SPECIAL
10 classes for $100 or 4 months unlimited for $400

Offer valid through September 30.

NEW MEMBER SPECIAL 
Attend all the classes you want for a 10 day period for $40

CLASS TIMES
 
M,T,W 5:30 & 6:30 a.m.  |  5:45 & 7:00 p.m.
 
Th 5:30 & 6:30 a.m.  |  6:15 & 8:00 p.m.
 
F 5:30 & 6:30 a.m.  |  5:15 p.m.
Sat 9:00 a.m.

MATT LOVITT 
Personal Trainer

> One-on-one personal training in a PRIVATE facility.

>  Comprehensive one-on-one evaluation including movement screening, 
diet, and lifestyle analysis. You will leave with a comprehensive customized 
program designed to fi t your goals. 

> Early morning & after work appointments available

VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR THE MINDBODY APP FOR SCHEDULE AND PRICING.

 See website for bio, classes & more info    Lovittlife.com

701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105   |  Metairie LA 70005  | 504.615.8164  | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

 

 

 

OPENING SEPTEMBER 1 

 
 

Facebook & Instagram (put icons instead of 
naming them): @purefitnessandyoga 

 

 
5590 Canal Blvd. 

New Orleans, LA 70124 

 
 
 

purefitnessyoga@gmail.com 
 

www.purefitnessandyoga.com 

YOGA. HIIT. FITNESS. 
Pre-Opening Special 

10 classes for $100 or 4 months unlimited for 
$400 

Offer valid through September 30. 
 

New Member Special: Attend all the classes you 
want for a 10 day period $40 

 
No sign up fee! 

 
Sign up using the MindBody app. 

 
 

 

NO SIGN UP FEE!
Sign up using the MindBody app.
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Kenner’s Mayor, a majority of the Kenner Council, 

Kenner’s Chief of Police, and 100% of our elected 

Eastbank Jefferson Parish Councilmembers, 

all agree that Dominick impastato 
is our best choice for councilman. 

Paid for by the dominick imPastato camPaign. 

P.O. Box 640372, Kenner, LA 70064   |   www.voteimpastato.com   |   (504) 343-7327   |  
To promote Dominick for Council reserve a yard sign at votefordominick@gmail.com

Early  vot ing : 
s E p t E m b E r  3 0  -  o c t o b E r  7

ElEct ion  day :
o c t o b E r  1 4

As your former Jefferson Parish District 4 Councilman and now Kenner Mayor, I 

recognize the needs for our district. Only Dominick Impastato has the courage, 

strength and resolve to fight for our fair share. Without Dominick, there would be a 

political alliance on the Jefferson Parish council that is not in our favor, and would 

once again siphon-off state and parish funds that are sorely needed for our city and 

district. Our ability to fund drainage, flood protection, road improvements, 

equipment upgrades, even acquire land or buildings that will create 

jobs and revenue is determined in large part by our choice for 

Council District 4 on October 14. Dominick has the history and skills 

to represent our district’s needs. We know him, and know that he 

will aggressively argue our case for the funding we deserve. That’s 

the reason Dominick has won the support of all elected Eastbank 

Jefferson Parish councilmembers. Your vote for Dominick is a vote 

to give District 4 and Kenner the strength and clout that we need 

on the Jefferson Parish Council.

#19

A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR BEN ZAHN:
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Seventh AnnualSeventh AnnualSeventh Annual

Kenner Wine and Food Event

Among the over 100 wines to be served include Caymus, Jordan, Silver Oak, Franciscan, Simi, Belle Glos, 
Sonoma Cutrer, Russian River, Perrier Jouet and Piper Heidseick from Republic National Distributing 
Company along with other wines from Mystic Vines, WTSO, Glazer Distributors, International Wine 
and Spirits, Select Wines and other local distributors. Among the restaurants to be featured at the event are 12 Seasons, Acme Oyster House, Arnaud’s Restaurant, 
Bravo!, Brisbi’s Lakefront Restaurant and Bar, Cafe Du Monde, Casa Garcia Mexican Restaurant, Cava Restaurant, Chateau Cafe, Chateau Golf and Country Club, Chateau 
Pub, Copeland’s of New Orleans, Deanie’s Seafood, Desi Vega’s Steakhouse, Drago’s Seafood Restaurant, Fleur De Liciouz Apples, Galatoire’s Restaurant, Gambino’s 
Bakery, Gendusa’s Italian Market, Heritage Grill, LaBella’s Catering, Messina’s Catering and Events, Mr. B’s Bistro, Mr. Ed’s Restaurant, New Orleans Ice Cream Company, 
Northshore Deli, Pascal Manale’s Restaurant, Perrone and Sons, Restaurant Cypress, Restaurant R’evolution, Royal Palm, Tastee Donuts, Zea Rotisserie and Grill and more.

Proceeds go to the Louisiana Hospitality Foundation. LHF is improving Louisiana in a variety of ways & providing support to the education, 
health and social welfare for the children in our community. www.louisianahospitalityfoundation.org

The main sponsors are Chateau Golf and Country Club, Jefferson Parish President Mike Yenni, Kippers Communication, Angel’s Wings Foundation, 
Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser, Kenner District 5 Councilman Dominick Impastato, Nicoll’s Limousines and Guffey Insurance.

GUESTS WILL BE ABLE TO TAKE FUN GROUP PHOTOS, DRINK, DANCE AND PARTICIPATE IN RAFFLES, ALL FOR A GOOD CAUSE
Entertainment by Groovy 7.

Among the over 100 wines to be served include Caymus, Jordan, Silver Oak, Franciscan, Simi, Belle Glos, 
Sonoma Cutrer, Russian River, Perrier Jouet and Piper Heidseick from Republic National Distributing 
Company along with other wines from Mystic Vines, WTSO, Glazer Distributors, International Wine 
and Spirits, Select Wines and other local distributors. Among the restaurants to be featured at the event are 12 Seasons, Acme Oyster House, Arnaud’s Restaurant, 

Tickets $80 / $90 at the door
and available online at www.chateaugcc.com 
or from Chateau Country Club’s main offi ce. 
Chateau members can receive a $5 discount 
on up to four admission tickets per account.

Over 100 Different Wines
Cuisines from Over 25 Top Local Restaurants

Kenner Wine Kenner Wine Kenner Wine Kenner Wine  Food Event Food Event
Chateau Golf and Country Club’s

Thursday, October 12, 6:30 – 9:30pm. 
Poolside, Dressy Casual. • OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

For more information call 467-1351. For more information about the Louisiana Hospitality Foundation, visit www.Louisianahospitalityfoundation.org.
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GOP Congress will lose majority unless it delivers 
 By Jeff Crouere

One of Kenner 
Mayor Ben Zahn’s 
best qualities is an 
ability to come up 

with original ideas that have long-reaching poten-
tial. So it is with the first Freedom Fest, slated for 
Sunday, September 3 at Laketown. It will be a free 
festival that will highlight the availability of Lake-
town for development.

Mayor Zahn has some excellent partners in 
this enterprise, including Jefferson Parish District 4 
Councilman Jack Rizzuto, the Friends of Rivertown 
and Jefferson Convention and Visitors Bureau Visit 
Kenner. Also stepping up as lead sponsor is the Trea-
sure Chest Casino.

The mayor’s plan is that the Freedom Fest will 
be an annual event and grow into a huge celebra-
tion of food, music and arts and crafts, as have New 
Orleans’ Jazz Fest and French Quarter Festival.

Jazz Fest started in 1970. It didn’t start out as 
an international festival drawing huge crowds. I can 
recall in 1977 being part of a small crowd watching 
a 10-year-old musical prodigy named Harry Connick 

Jr. holding forth on a Jazz Fest stage, singing and 
playing the piano. For those who saw him that day, it 
was no surprise that he turned out to be a huge star 
who happened to get his start at Jazz Fest. Today, of 
course, Jazz Fest fills every hotel room in metro New 
Orleans and the crowds it draws are so huge there 
is scarcely room to breathe on the festival grounds.

In much the same way, the French Quarter 
Festival was begun in the mid-1980s at a time when 
a lot of people boasted that it had been years since 
they last visited the Vieux Carre which at that time 
had a reputation as a dirty place the smelled bad. 
In the early days, the French Quarter Festival spon-
sors invited reporters like myself to enjoy free hotel 
rooms for the event in the hope we would write or 
broadcast positive stories about the festival. That 
was easy to do. Today, the French Quarter Festival, 
like Jazz Fest, sells out thousands of hotel rooms 
and the event now covers the French Quarter and 
the Woldenberg Park riverfront.

Mayor Zahn and his partners in the Freedom 
Fest know they will be starting small but, if they do it 
right, their festival has the potential to grow and grow 
until it becomes another great celebration of south 
Louisiana cuisine, music, culture and ambiance.

I think the mayor and his team deserve a lot of 
credit. They have come up with a great musical pro-
gram with some outstanding artists. The Freedom 
Fest will showcase both national and local stars. One 
of the things that made both the Jazz Fest and French 
Quarter Festivals grow was that they featured from 
the beginning local bands and singers who used the 
opportunity to be seen as a catalyst to improve their 
careers. I think the Freedom Fest has the same poten-
tial to enhance the careers of local artists.

And local eateries and groups will be allowed 
to showcase their food. Committed are Big Easy 
Treats, Cayenne Seafood Specialties, Chilangos, 
Crêpe à la cart, Don Cruz Roasted Corn, Gendusa’s 
Italian Market, Gonzo’s Smokehouse and BBQ, Lar-
ry Matherne’s Jambalaya, Papa John’s Pizza, Plum 
Street Snowballs and Porch and Patio along with 
the Boy Scouts and Knights of Columbus manning 
food booths.

Mayor Zahn is hoping that in addition to the 
growth of the Freedom Fest, we will see some de-
velopers step forward that see the potential of La-
ketown to become a high-end tourism, residential 
and entertainment district. “Plans are in place for a 
world-class stage and festival grounds on the shores 

of beautiful Lake Pontchartrain to provide a scenic 
destination venue for concerts, festivals and other 
special events. I’ve already met with several develop-
ers who are interested in our concept of Laketown’s 
development,” said Mayor Zahn. “Our hope is that 
when they see the response to Freedom Fest, it will 
help them envision what Laketown might become.”

It won’t happen immediately, but the mayor is 
hopeful that in a few years, Freedom Fest visitors 
will be filling Kenner’s 3,000 hotel rooms. The mayor 
also envisions a day when the owners of boats and 
yachts will dock their vessels in the Laketown Ma-
rina and come ashore to enjoy the festival.

But all of that is down the road, hopefully. For 
now, we should all plan to visit Laketown on Septem-
ber 3 and immerse ourselves in the music, the cuisine 
and the ambiance that make south Louisiana such a 
special and unique place. Good for Mayor Zahn and 
his team. They’ve come up with a great idea.   

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bell-
south.net.

Mayor Zahn and friends come up with great concept for Labor Day weekend festival
By Allan Katz

Political

After eight years of 
promises to “repeal and 
replace Obamacare,” 
the GOP-controlled 
U.S. Senate betrayed 

their supporters and voted to continue the healthcare 
nightmare. In the end, vicious Trump hater, U.S. Sena-
tor John McCain (R-AZ) cast the deciding vote to save 
the Obamacare monster. By a vote of 49-51, the U.S. 
Senate failed to pass a “skinny” repeal of Obamacare, 
condemning the nation to more suffering from the 
horrors of socialized medicine. Thus, the rationale for 
the Republican Party to control Congress or even elect 
members to the House and Senate was shattered.

It was a bitter defeat for the GOP, President Don-
ald Trump and all healthcare reform supporters. Now, 
health insurance premiums and deductibles will con-
tinue to increase. Insurance companies will continue 
to withdraw from certain states and choices will be-
come more limited. For Americans who do not want 
health insurance, they will continue to be mandated 
to buy the product. Others who cannot afford the sky-
rocketing premiums will have to pay a fine to the IRS. 
In addition, employers will continue to trim full-time 
workers to escape their expensive coverage mandate. 
In essence, the lack of GOP leadership in the Senate 
will result in real pain for the American people.

The president exhorted Republican Senators to 
pass a bill before leaving for an undeserved month-
long vacation, but they ignored his protests and scur-
ried out of D.C. anyway.

What is the use of having Republican leader-
ship of Congress when its’ leaders cannot produce 
any legislative accomplishments? The GOP Congress 
has not been able to deliver on even one of the major 
items in the president’s agenda. At least the House 
passed one healthcare reform bill, even though it 
was imperfect. Unfortunately, the Senate seems in-
capable of doing anything, which is why U.S. Senator 
Mitch McConnell (R-KY) should be fired as Majority 

Leader. If he had any decency, he would resign his 
post, but we should not expect such a selfless act 
from a lifelong politician like McConnell.

Under McConnell’s leadership, the Senate has 
produced over seven months of worthless talk and de-
bate, but no legislative victories for President Trump. 
If this continues the GOP will suffer the same result 
as what happened the last time the Republican Party 
controlled both the Congress and the White House.

In that period, 2003-2007, Republicans used 
their majorities to deliver more debt, grow govern-
ment, increase federal regulations and bureaucra-
cies, add entitlement programs and start a brand-
new government department. Thus, the Republicans 
acted like Democrats and the base reacted by with-
drawing support for the party.

Eventually, this GOP abandonment of their prin-
ciples paved the way for the 2008 election of President 
Barack Obama and Democrat majorities in Congress. 
The result was a hard-left agenda and one of the most 
damaging presidents in our nation’s history.

Similarly, unless Congressional Republicans 
start delivering on their promises, Democrats will 
surely make gains in the 2018 mid-term elections 
and possibly take control of Congress. Once again, 
with the Republican Congress doing nothing, the 
GOP base will be demoralized and will not turnout in 
substantial numbers in the next election. In contrast, 
the left is stark-raving mad about Donald Trump and 
very energized to elect a Democrat Congress in 2018.

Recent history shows that liberal voters can be 
confident that Congressional Democrats will deliver 
legislative victories while conservative voters should 
have no confidence that Congressional Republicans 
will deliver anything of real substance. The end result 
is that no matter which party controls Congress, the 
federal leviathan grows.

In the aftermath of the healthcare vote, Senate 
Majority Leader McConnell said it was time to “move 
on.” Other Senate Republicans echoed the leader’s 
remarks, despite the president’s exhortation that the 
Senate try again. This should be a wake-up call for 

President Trump. He may not be able to get anything 
of substance through the Congress.

The GOP has only a slim majority in the Sen-
ate and there are too many moderate Republicans 
who can’t stand President Trump. Once the Senate 
rebuffed Obamacare repeal, the prospects for sig-
nificant tax cuts or an even an infrastructure bill 
look quite dim. The entire Trump agenda of major 
promises such as building a border wall is now in 
total jeopardy.

Clearly, the president needs reinforcements. 
Every Democrat is united against his policies and too 
many Republicans are “Never Trumpers.” With this 
environment, it is easy to understand why so many of 
the president’s campaign promises are unfilled.

Incredibly, the economy is responding posi-
tively despite the do-nothing Congress. Consequently, 
the president should continue taking effective execu-
tive actions that will spur economic growth. In addi-
tion, he needs to continue to use all the communica-
tion tools at his disposal, including social media. It is 
his way to circumvent the filter of the fake news and 
deliver a message directly to the American people.

Eventually, the president needs more support-
ers in Congress who will help him implement his full 
agenda. Unfortunately, that will not happen until 
after the 2018 mid-term elections. In the meantime, 
President Trump should do as much as possible on 
his own because this do-nothing Congress looks inca-
pable of doing anything.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and 
his award winning program, “Ringside Politics” 
airs locally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 
p.m. Sundays on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 
32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays 
on radio station WGSO 990 AM and www.Wgso.
com. Crouere, a political columnist, is the author of 

“America’s Last Chance” and provides regular com-
mentaries on the Jeff Crouere YouTube channel and 
on www.JeffCrouere.com. For more information, 
email Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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 SABELLA’S
 PLUMBING
        SMALL JOBS

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•
Residential Repairs

Servicing Metairie & Kenner

Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

The city of Kenner is concerned about repetitive flooding and has 
an active program to help residents protect themselves and their struc-
tures from future flooding, according to Kenner Inspections and Code 
Enforcement officials.

Walther provided the information below to help Kenner residents 
with repetitive structure losses avoid further problems along with advice 
that can be helpful in the future.
Check with the city’s building division on the extent of past flooding 
in your area.

Kenner’s floodplain administrator can tell you about the causes 
of repetitive flooding, what the city is doing about it and what would be 
an appropriate flood protection level. Kenner building inspectors can 
visit your property to discuss flood protection alternatives.
Prepare for flooding by doing the following:

Know how to shut off the electricity and gas to your house when 
a flood comes.

Make a list of emergency numbers and identify a safe place to go.
Make a household inventory, especially of contents.
Put insurance policies, valuable papers, medicine, etc. in a safe 

place.
Collect and put cleaning supplies, camera, waterproof boots, etc. 

in a handy place.
Develop a disaster response plan – See the Red Cross website, 

www.redcross.org/services/disaster, for a copy of the brochure, “Your 

Family Disaster Plan.”
Get a copy of “Repairing Your Flooded Home” available from the 

Kenner Permits Office.
Consider some permanent flood protection measures.

Mark fuse or breaker box to show the circuits to the floodable ar-
eas. Turning off the power can reduce property damage and save lives.

Consider elevating your house above flood levels.
Check your house for water entry points.
Install a floor drain plug, standpipe, overhead sewer or sewer 

backup valve to prevent sewer backup flooding.
More information can be found in the “Homeowner’s Guide to 

Retrofitting: Six Ways to Protect Your House from Flooding” available 
in the city’s permits office or visit www.fema.gov/hazards/floods/lib312.
shtm.

Be aware that some flood protection measures may need a build-
ing permit and other flood protection measures may not be safe for 
your type of structure, so be sure to check with the permits office.
Visit the permits office for information on financial assistance in 
terms of a flood insurance policy.

Get a flood insurance policy – it will help pay for repairs after a 
flood and, in some cases, it will help pay the costs of elevating a sub-
stantially damaged structure.
Flood Insurance

Homeowners insurance policies do not cover damage from floods. 

However, because the city of Kenner participates in the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP), you can purchase a separate flood insur-
ance policy. This flood insurance is backed by the federal government 
and is available to everyone, even properties that have been flooded.

Any area that is not mapped as a Special Flood Hazard Area 
(SFHA) may qualify for a lower-cost “Preferred Risk Policy.”

The city of Kenner participates in the NFIPs Community Rating 
System (CRS) and is set at a Class 7. There, all locations within a SFHA 
will receive a flood insurance premium reduction of 15 percent and 
all locations that are not within a SFHA will receive a flood insurance 
premium reduction of five percent.

Some people have purchased flood insurance because it was re-
quired by the bank for a mortgage or home improvement loan. Usually, 
these policies only cover the building’s structure and not the contents. 
Due to the flooding that happens in this area, there is usually more 
damage to the furniture and contents than there is to the structure. Be 
sure you have contents coverage.

Do not wait for the next flood to buy flood insurance protection. 
In most cases, there is a 30-day waiting period before the NFIP cover-
age takes effect.

Contact your insurance agent for more information on rates and 
coverage.

Residents can contact the Kenner Inspections and Code Enforce-
ment Office at 468-6606 for more information.  

Important information about repetitive flooding from the city of Kenner

Two citywide public hearings on the revisions to Kenner’s boat 
parking ordinance in the city’s Unified Development Code have been 
scheduled for early November 2017.

The hearings will be November 1 in the Kenner City Council Cham-
bers located at 1801 Williams Boulevard and November 9 at the Kenner City 
Park Pavilion located at 3800 Loyola Drive. Both meetings start at 7:00 p.m.

An ordinance regulating parking for boats and watercraft, and in-
cluded as part of the city’s newly created UDC, was completed in 2016.

However, boat and watercraft owners complained about the regu-
lations that required parking only in garages, driveways, backyards or 
side yards, screened off by fences or hedges. Since many homes in Ken-
ner only have five-foot side yards, or smaller, parking boats and water-
craft in the yard is not possible.

A Kenner City Council sub-committee, headed by Kenner District 
4 Councilman Leonard Cline and consisting of Kenner Councilman-at-
large Tom Willmott and Kenner District 2 Councilman Mike Sigur, was 

created to study the issue. The group has held meetings throughout the 
city with civic associations and neighborhood groups.

The two citywide hearings offer residents another chance to ask 
questions and offer their opinions on the issue. City officials said while 
the meeting in the Kenner City Council chambers was chosen for easy 
access for south Kenner residents, with the Kenner City Park Pavilion 
meeting offering easy access for north Kenner residents, any resident 
can attend either or both of the meetings.  

Public hearings announced for boat parking ordinance discussions

On August 18, 2017, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn announced the com-
plete removal of the Kenner Housing Authority Board, along with a call 
for the immediate resignation of Marc Starling, the executive director.

Zahn expressed extreme concern that Starling’s résumé showed 
graduate work from a fictitious college called Belford University with 
no physical location, culminating with his receipt of a master’s degree 
in urban development, as well as his departure from two previous HUD 
leadership posts. Starling voluntarily vacated a HUD Executive Director 
position in Rhode Island amid allegations of mismanagement and was 
removed from a similar post in Florida by federal investigators.

An investigation of the Kenner Housing Authority was launched af-
ter the resignation of board member Connie Montgomery, who claimed 
violations by other members of the board, executive director and legal 

Mayor Zahn removes Kenner Housing Authority Board; demands resignation of executive director

In late July 2017, Kenner Inspections and Code Enforcement 
inspectors discovered 152 violations on Vouray and Loire drives.

The sweep was the result of complaints from neighbors and 
produced the most code violations of any sweep this year.

“We will continue these code sweeps on a weekly basis,” Kenner 
Mayor Ben Zahn said. “They are making a difference in our fight 
against blight and our continuing effort to make ‘Kenner Proud.’”

The violations included two abandoned refrigerators, four-
teen abandoned vehicles, one address required, 26 buildings need-
ing maintenance, five soffit or fascia issues, 18 fences needing 

repair, six garbage can issues, 16 high grass situations, one illegal 
discharge, 22 cases of litter or debris, four repair or demolitions 
needed, 23 unsafe electrical conditions, one unsafe plumbing con-
dition, eight unsafe mechanical conditions and five issues of vermin 
or rodent proofing needed.

Kenner District 4 Councilman Lenny Cline urged residents to 
continue to call when they have any concerns about code issues in 
their neighborhood.

“That’s the way that we can determine the specific areas to con-
duct our code sweeps,” said Councilman Cline.  

Code sweep uncovers 152 violations on Vouray and Loire

counsel. The mayor cited several issues that factored into this decision, 
including the board and Starling’s cancellation of a multi-vendor con-
tract without due cause, violations of a clear procurement policy and 
the questionable credits on Starling’s résumé.

“Our internal investigation found numerous instances of potential 
ethical and procedural violations, which at the very least give an over-
whelming sense of impropriety at the Kenner Housing Authority,” said 

Mayor Zahn. “This will not be tolerated, especially given the mission of 
this very important organization.”

Mayor Zahn stated he is removing the board members for cause, 
and replacing them with new members in the very near future. In ad-
dition, Zahn says HUD advisors, along with a to-be-determined third 
party contractor, should be brought in to train and counsel the incom-
ing board to ensure compliance with all protocols and regulations.  

Kenner Inspections and Code Enforcement Department in-
spectors discovered 89 violations during a recent code sweep in four 
different areas of the city, Kenner city officials said.

The sweep included residential and commercial areas of Su-
san Park, residential areas of Chateau Lakefront and Westwood 
subdivisions and residential areas of University City.

“I want to commend the excellent work by our code depart-

ment and our Kenner Code Director Rick Walther,” Kenner Mayor 
Ben Zahn said, “as we continue to keep ‘Kenner Proud.’”

The violations include 27 abandoned vehicles, two vehicles 
parked on grass, seven addresses required, five buildings needing 
maintenance, 16 fascia or soffit issues, six fence repairs required, 11 
high grass issues, nine cases of litter or debris, five unsafe electrical 
conditions and one rodent proofing needed.  

89 code violations found in four areas of the city
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We are excited 
about the overwhelm-
ing support we have 
received for Kenner’s 
major, new family-

friendly event, Freedom Fest at the Lake.
The inaugural Freedom Fest will be a free, day-

long festival in Laketown on Sunday, September 3, 
2017, during Labor Day weekend.

This new event has attracted a number of big 
sponsors and community partners, including The 
Treasure Chest Casino, Jefferson Convention and Vis-
itors Bureau – Visit Kenner, Jefferson Parish Coun-

cilman Jack Rizzuto, Friends of Rivertown and many 
more. In addition, local food, beverage, crafts and 
activity vendors have been signing up to participate.

The entertainment headlines Maddie & Tae, 
an award-winning country music female duo and 
one of just three duos to ever have their debut sin-
gle reach number one. Other nationally acclaimed 
performers include nationally country music star 
Chase Bryant and Lauren Duski, from the hit TV 
talent show, “The Voice.”

Popular local artists 90 Degrees West and up-
and-coming singer-songwriter Jenna Hunts also will 
perform.

The doors open at 2:00 p.m. and the music goes 
nonstop from 3:00 to 10:00 p.m., with our beautiful 
Lake Pontchartrain as the backdrop.

Jefferson Parish Councilman Jack Rizzuto and 
I strongly believe this festival is a great way to draw 
attention to Laketown highlighting this as an unpar-
alleled entertainment and economic revenue devel-
opment generator.

Freedom Fest is a celebration allowing us to 
thank the men and women who make our city and 
parish strong and keep America thriving and free.

For more information on Freedom Fest at the 
Lake, visit Kennerfreedomfest.com or follow us on 

Facebook at www.facebook.com/kennerfreedomfest.
I look forward to seeing you there on Sunday, 

September 3!   

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at  
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Free, daylong festival begins a new Kenner tradition
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor

Police

On Sunday, Oc-
tober 15, 2017, come 
out and help the Ken-
ner Police Depart-
ment and other local 

law enforcement agencies give crime a going away 
party. Everyone is invited to the 18th Annual National 
Night Out Against Crime Kick-Off Party, taking place 
at Lafreniere Park in Metairie from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
There will be exciting children’s entertainment activ-
ities including Laser Tag, giant human hamster balls, 
a GaGa ball pit, inflatable amusements, face paint-
ing; various crime fighting/law enforcement displays; 
demonstrations by law enforcement professionals 
(Coast Guard helicopter, K-9 and SWAT); a red beans 
and rice cook-off; live music by Karma; and great food 

– all free! The kick-off party is a prelude to the 34th 
Annual National Night Out Against Crime, which will 
be observed locally on the evening of Tuesday, Octo-
ber 17, 2017.

Representatives in every area of law enforce-
ment will be at the kick-off party to talk with you. This 
is an excellent opportunity for people considering a 
career in law enforcement to have their questions 
answered by experts in the field and to find out what 
their jobs are all about. It’s also a great time for citi-
zens and officials to interact and discuss important 
issues in our community. Through this event, you can 

 
 
learn about the many programs that are available to 
you, including the KPD Women’s Self Defense Pro-
gram, the Kenner Citizens’ Police Academy and the 
KPD Community Police Corps. Programs like these 
empower you to take a stand against crime and to 
help others do the same.

You can help us celebrate the 33rd annual Na-
tional Night Out Against Crime on Tuesday, October 
17 in a variety of ways, such as having a block party, a 
cookout, flashlight walks or by sitting on your front 
porch with your lights on – a symbol that has become 
a tradition over the years. Your participation will 
have a positive impact on your neighborhood and will 
help increase crime prevention awareness through-
out the streets of Kenner. The National Night Out 
Against Crime is a great first step in starting your own 
neighborhood watch group. It’s an event that started 
in 1984 with 2.5 million people in 23 states and has 
now grown to include over 37 million people in over 
15,000 communities from all 50 states, U.S. territories, 
Canadian cities and military bases worldwide.

If you are interested in learning more about 
the kick-off party, registering your block party for 
National Night Out Against Crime or starting a neigh-
borhood watch group in Kenner, contact the KPD 
Community Relations Division at 712-2294 or ngug-
genheim@kennerpd.com. For more information on 
the National Night Out Against Crime, please visit 

www.nationalnightout.org/nno/about.html.
Additionally, on behalf of the members of the 

Kenner Police Department, I wish to thank all citi-
zens and businesses for their kind food donations and 
expressions of support in recent weeks in response 
to the difficulties and tragedies experienced by the 
law enforcement community as a whole. All KPD 
members appreciate the generosity and kindness ex-
pressed by the people of Kenner in these challenging 
times. Your positive encouragement for our members 
makes the law enforcement profession even more 
rewarding today.     

Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by 
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police 
Department website at www.kennerpd.com. You 
can also download the free Kenner Police Depart-
ment mobile app for both Apple and Android devic-
es as well as access the Kenner Police Department 
Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest updated 
crime, traffic and other law enforcement-related 
information.

National “Night Out Against Crime” festivities set for October 
By Michael Glaser –  Kenner Police Chief

GovernmentGovernment

I am proud to 
represent Kenner, one 
of the safest cities in 
Louisiana, thanks to 
our wonderful Kenner 

Police Department and Kenner Fire Department, 
and a place where our kids and families can play and 
relax because of the many playgrounds and parks. 
Kenner is large enough to be the sixth largest city 
in the state, yet still small enough to provide a small 
hometown feel.

I would like to highlight a number of  

improvements and accomplishments throughout 
the city, all making Kenner a great place to live, 
work and play.

The Chateau East subdivision entrance has 
been replaced and many thanks go to Kenner Dis-
trict 4 Councilman Lenny Cline, as well as Frank 
Liang of Digital Engineering, who volunteered his 
services and expertise for design work to support 
the base and garden area.

Members of the Chateau Garden Club, Cha-
teau Estates Civic Organization and residents of 

Proud to represent Kenner
By Maria DeFrancesch – Kenner Councilwoman-at-large, Division A

GovernmentGovernment

 page 10
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Labor Day weekend brings DWI crackdown to Kenner

Labor Day weekend is coming up and for many Americans that means 
an extra day off, backyard and beach barbecues and visiting friends and fam-
ily. Unfortunately, it also means a sharp increase in drunk-driving-related 
fatalities. So, since August 18 and continuing through September 3, 2017, 
the Kenner Police Department will be aggressively targeting drunk drivers 
as part of a nationwide effort to end drunk driving and save lives. The “Drive 
Sober or Get Pulled Over” campaign will pair increased public awareness 
with high-visibility enforcement, resulting in fewer drunk drivers on Kenner 
roadways. 

“It’s tragic how many people lose their lives to drunk driving,” said Ken-
ner Police Chief Michael Glaser. “If the news reported that more than 10,000 
people were killed in a preventable crime spree, the American public would 
be outraged!” For another consecutive year, the Kenner Police Department 
will be joining the national “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” campaign and 
will arrest anyone caught driving drunk. No tolerance, no excuses.

The following are some sobering statistics to remember.
Approximately one-third of all traffic crash fatalities in the United 

States involve drunk drivers (with a blood alcohol concentration [BAC] 
of .08 or higher). In 2015, there were 10,265 people killed in drunk-driving 
crashes, an increase from the 9,967 people killed in 2014.

In 2015, approximately one in five children (14 and younger) killed in 
traffic crashes were killed in drunk-driving crashes. Fifty-one percent of the 
time, it was the child’s own driver who was drunk.

Despite the fact that it’s illegal to drive with a BAC of .08 or higher, one 
person is killed every 51 minutes by a drunk driver on our nation’s roadways.

Of the 10,265-people killed in drunk-driving crashes in 2015, 63 per-
cent were the drunk drivers themselves.

Men are more likely than women to be driving drunk in fatal crashes. 

In 2015, 21 percent of males were impaired in these crashes, compared to 
14 percent of females.

Motorcycle riders have the highest overall rate of alcohol impairment 
in fatal crashes. In 2015, 27 percent of the motorcycle riders killed were 
riding impaired, compared to 21 percent for passenger cars and 20 percent 
for light trucks.

Over the 2015 Labor Day holiday period, there were 460 crash fatali-
ties nationwide. Forty percent of those fatal crashes involved drivers who 
had been drinking (.01+ BAC). Of those alcohol-related fatal crashes, nearly 
one third (33 percent) involved drivers who were impaired (.08+ BAC), and 
nearly one-fourth (23 percent) involved drivers who were driving with a 
BAC almost twice the illegal limit (.15+ BAC).

In fatal crashes in August during the years 2011-2015, more than half 
(55 percent) of the drivers involved who had one or more previous convic-
tions for drunk driving, were impaired with a BAC of .08 or higher.

Among drivers between the ages of 18 and 34 who were killed in crash-
es over the Labor Day holiday period in 2015, 44 percent of those fatalities 
involved drunk drivers with BACs of .08 or higher.

And then, there are the financial impacts to consider.
On average, a DUI can set you back $10,000 in attorney fees, fines, 

court costs, lost time at work, higher insurance rates, car towing and repairs, 
and more.

The financial impact from impaired-driving crashes can be devastat-
ing. Based on 2010 numbers (the most recent year for which cost data is 
available), impaired-driving crashes cost the United States $44 billion an-
nually.

Remember that it is never okay to drink and drive. Even if you’ve 
had one alcoholic beverage, designate a sober driver or plan to use public 

transportation to get home safely. Download NHTSA’s SaferRide mobile 
app available on Google Play for Android devices at https://play.google.
com/store/apps/details?id=com.nhtsa.SaferRide&hl=en and Apple’s 
ITunes Store for IOS devices at https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/saferride/
id950774008?mt=8. SaferRide allows users to call a taxi or a predetermined 
friend and identifies the user’s location so he or she can be picked up.

If you see a drunk driver on the road, contact the Kenner Police De-
partment immediately by dialing 9-1-1. Also, if you have a friend who is about 
to drink and drive, take the keys away and make arrangements to get your 
friend home safely.

The two-week, high-visibility “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” enforce-
ment and public information campaign is timed to coincide with the Labor 
Day holiday and the preceding weeks that many consider the final weeks 
of summer.

“Driving drunk is totally inexcusable,” said Chief Glaser. “We’re hoping 
that Kenner drivers get the message and take some simple steps to prevent 
a tragedy. There’s always another way home.”

The Kenner Police Department is reminding drivers to plan ahead 
and designate a sober driver before attending any events where alcohol will 
be served. “Planning a sober ride home, whether it’s a friend, a taxi or public 
transportation, is the right choice,” added Chief Glaser.

This Labor Day weekend don’t let the festivities turn into fatalities. 
Law enforcement is not messing around –  if you’re caught driving drunk, 
you will be arrested. Remember that aside from the obvious risks of killing 
yourself or someone else, driving impaired can also lead to serious punitive 
consequences.

For more information about the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over cam-
paign, visit www.TrafficSafetyMarketing.gov.  

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

Health
Tips for tailgating safely this football season 
By Kiran Chava, M.D.

As one of our favorite seasons kicks off, 
football fans across our region are gearing 
up for their first tailgate parties of the fall.

While tailgating is a favorite pastime 
for many football fans, it is important to remember how to tailgate safely. Here 
are a few tips on how to enjoy your tailgate and stay safe at the same time.
Protect yourself from the sun

Though we all hope for sunny weather when we are out tailgating, it 
is important that we take the proper precaution to protect ourselves from 
the sun’s potentially harmful rays. Bring plenty of sunscreen if you will be 
exposed to sunlight for a prolonged period of time and make sure to reap-
ply frequently. Consider congregating under a tent or other covered area to 
shield yourself from the sun and cool off when the temperatures rise.
Bring a first aid kit

Scrapes and cuts happen, especially when little ones are running 
around during a tailgate. Be sure to have bandages and disinfectant avail-
able to cover up any cuts and avoid infection.
Stay hydrated

While we know that many people enjoy their adult beverages while they 
tailgate, it is important to remember to stay hydrated, especially during the 
hot early-season months. Make sure to drink plenty of water between alco-
holic beverages if you choose to imbibe to maintain a proper level of hydration.
Avoid foodborne illness

Be sure that all food that is cooked, meat in particular, is cooked to 
the proper temperature. Pack a food thermometer and check to make sure 
that your meat is cooked fully before taking off the grill. Also, when remov-
ing food from the grill, be sure to place it on a clean platter that hasn’t been 
contaminated by raw meat. Throw out any perishable food items after your 

tailgate. Although leftovers may seem tempting later, you should never leave 
food unrefrigerated for more than two hours.
Designate a driver

Don’t ruin the fun by making a bad decision. Make sure you designate 
a driver at the beginning of the day so that everyone gets home safely. By as-
signing a designated driver before the game, you eliminate the possibility of 
an impaired driver getting behind the wheel, which allows you to focus your 
energy and excitement on the big game.   

Dr. Kiran Chava practices primary care and internal medicine at Ochsner 
Medical Center-Kenner. Dr. Kiran received his medical degree from St. George’s 
Medical School in Grenada, West Indies and completed his internal medicine 
residency at Newark Beth Israel Hospital in New Jersey. Dr. Chava’s office is lo-
cated at 2120 Driftwood Boulevard in Kenner. Call 443-9500 for an appointment.

Chateau Estates East collaborated with me on the selection of the 
bricks for the columns, fortified aluminum fencing and lanterns. 
Through the assistance of our Kenner Public Works Department, 
the entrance was re-built and the old sign was refurbished and re-
installed.

Another important development is the upcoming demolition of 
the wastewater treatment plant behind Chateau Golf and Country 
Club. The demolition is scheduled to take 180 days, with a possible 
completion date in early February of 2018. Once the work is com-
pleted, the site can be redeveloped to make it a revenue-producing 
asset for the entire city.

I would also like to point out a very positive ribbon-cutting 
ceremony which was held on August 10, 2017, for the Surge Tram-
poline Park, which is located in Metairie next to the Kenner border. 
This park, a 3,300 square-foot facility, will provide a place for both  

Jefferson and Kenner families to get together and have fun, accord-
ing to interim Jefferson Parish District 4 Councilman Jack Rizzuto, 
who was instrumental in bringing in this new facility.

Surge is owned by a Louisiana resident who has opened a 
chain of trampoline parks in the state and will provide employment 
opportunities for people in our area. Trampoline parks have not only 
become popular in Louisiana and throughout the country, but in Eu-
rope as well.

I truly believe that a city can only flourish when the needs of ev-
ery part of the city have been addressed. Kenner can and will flourish 
if the Kenner City Council, mayor and chief of police work together to 
make that happen. The citizens of Kenner deserve no less.  

Kenner District A Councilwoman-at-large Maria DeFrancesch 
can be reached at 468-7247. Councilwoman DeFrancesch’s office is 
located at 1801 Williams Boulevard, Building B, Suite 300 in Kenner 
and she can be reached by email at divisiona@kenner.la.us.

DeFrancesch
 from page 9



11         KENNER STR    SEPTEMBER 2017 

O      ne  of the strengths that Danny will bring to the council is his ability to build consensus and to collaborate with others to
get things done. In the legislature, when votes were difficult and tempers short, people on both sides of an issue sought out
Danny Martiny to try and bring them together. That is a testament to having a skill that not many people have.  

And I know he’ll bring that same skill to the Jefferson Parish Council. 

       In addition, Danny has represented the Sheriff’s Office in complex litigation. 
He has saved the office millions of dollars which were redirected toward fighting 
crime and protecting our citizens. 

DANNY 
MARTINY
JEFFERSON PARISH COUNCIL  DISTRICT 4

On October 14, you will have the opportunity to decide what kind of leadership you want in District 4. 
Danny Martiny  will bring not only experience but independent leadership to the parish council.

www.dannymartiny.com     504.641.3092                   @DannyMartiny           Martiny_Council          

 “I like Danny’s experience, leadership, character and moral values and 
that’s  why I am supporting  him for parish council. I hope you’ll join me 
and elect Danny Martiny, to the Jefferson Parish Council, District 4.”

                                                                                            
Sheriff  Newell Normandmand

“I am supporting 

Danny Martiny 
for Jefferson Parish Council, 

District 4.”
                                     

                                      

2200 Veterans Boulevard., Suite 204B    Kenner, Louisiana 70062           Paid for by Danny Martiny Campaign Committee

DANNY 
MARTINY
JEFFERSON PARISH COUNCIL  DISTRICT 4

#20

Danny Martiny "Newell" ad.indd   1 8/24/17   10:42 AM
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The seventh annual Kenner Wine and Food 
Event is being held at the Chateau Golf and Coun-
try Club on Thursday, October 12, 2017, and will of-
fer more than 100 types of wine and cuisine from 
over 25 different restaurants in the New Orleans 
area. The event is open to the public and will be 
held from 6:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. Tickets before 
the event are $80 and available online at www.cha-
teaugcc.com or from Chateau Country Club’s main 
office and are $90 at the door. Chateau members 
can receive a $5 discount on up to four admission 
tickets per account.

“For the third year our charity is the Louisiana 
Hospitality Foundation, a local non-profit group 

dedicated to improving the education, health and 
social welfare of our community as well as pro-
viding assistance to the many dimensions of the 
hospitality industry,” said Michelle Swanner Yenni, 

general manager of Chateau Golf and Country Club. 
“Supporting local businesses and our community 
is and always has been the main goal of our event. 
The fact that it is an event with amazing food and 
incredible wines makes it even better. One of the 
unique aspects of our event is that our guests have 
the opportunity to purchase the wines they enjoy 
the most at a special discounted price.”

Last year’s successful event raised over 
$30,000 for the Louisiana Hospitality Foundation. 
The Gleason Foundation and ALS Research have 
benefitted from previous year’s events.

Among the restaurants to be featured at the 
event are 12 Seasons, Acme Oyster House, Arnaud’s 
Restaurant, Bravo!, Brisbi’s Lakefront Restaurant 
and Bar, Café Du Monde, Casa Garcia Mexican Res-
taurant, Cava Restaurant, Chateau Café, Chateau 
Golf and Country Club, Chateau Pub, Copeland’s 
of New Orleans, Deanie’s Seafood, Desi Vega’s 
Steakhouse, Drago’s Seafood Restaurant, Fleur De 
Liciouz Apples, Galatoire’s Restaurant, Gambino’s 
Bakery, Gendusa’s Italian Market, Heritage Grill, 
LaBella’s Catering, Messina’s Catering and Events, 
Mr. B’s Bistro, Mr. Ed’s Restaurant, New Orleans Ice 
Cream Company, Northshore Deli, Pascal Manale’s 
Restaurant, Perrone and Sons, Restaurant Cypress, 
Restaurant R’evolution, Royal Palm, Tastee Donuts, 
Zea Rotisserie and Grill and more. Yenni said they 
are adding a new area with several local beers pro-
vided by Porch and Patio Beer and Wine Garden 

which is opening this fall in Rivertown.
“The band, Groovy 7, will play and the event, 

which is dressy casual, will again be held poolside,” 
said Yenni. “Guests will be able to take fun group 
photos, drink, dance and participate in raffles, all 
for a good cause.”

Among the over 100 wines to be served in-
clude Caymus, Jordan, Silver Oak, Franciscan, Simi, 

Belle Glos, Sonoma Cutrer, Russian River, Perrier 
Jouet and Piper Heidseick from Republic National 
Distributing Company along with other wines from 
Mystic Vines, WTSO, Glazer Distributors, Interna-
tional Wine and Spirits, Select Wines and other lo-
cal distributors.

This charitable gala has sold out each year 
so Nicoll’s Limousines is offering shuttle bus rides 
from additional parking at the old Rouse’s parking 
lot on the corner of Chateau Boulevard and West 
Esplanade Avenue.

The main sponsors are Chateau Golf and 
Country Club, Jefferson Parish President Mike Yen-
ni, Kippers Communication, Angel’s Wings Founda-
tion, Nicoll’s Limousines, Guffey Insurance, Kenner 
Police Chief Michael Glaser and Kenner District 5 
Councilman Dominick Impastato.

For more information call 467-1351. Chateau 
Golf and Country Club is located at 3600 Chateau 
Boulevard in Kenner. For more information about 
the Louisiana Hospitality Foundation, visit www.
louisianahospitalityfoundation.org.  

Seventh annual charity Kenner Wine and Food Event to be held in October

Call to schedule a tour of our state-of-the-art community!

• Forever Pricing
• Innovative Technology

• Compassionate Care

504-265-1546
Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care

465.9590  •  www.georgyssalonspa.com  •  701 West Esplanade Avenue  •  Kenner, Louisiana 70065
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Law
Premises liability: Slips, trips 
and falls
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.

Claims for slip-
and-falls, trip-and-falls, 

falling merchandise and other similar claims are 
included in a category of law known as premises 
liability. In Louisiana, property owners and manag-
ers have a legal obligation to provide a safe, clean 
and hazard-free premises for others. This means 
that any negligence by a business or property 
owner that results in an injury to someone on that 
property could lead to the injured party seeking 
compensation for their injuries. Essentially, land-
owners, business owners and property managers 
have a duty to maintain their property in a reason-
ably safe condition. For instance, merchants must 
exercise reasonable care to maintain aisles, pas-
sageways and floors in a reasonably safe condition, 
including lighting and other safety features such as 
railings if required by certain building codes. Land-
owners must either correct unreasonably danger-
ous conditions or they must warn potential victims 
about the existence of the condition.

Slip-and-fall or trip-and-fall cases are more 
difficult than other negligence cases because of 
the heavy burden of proof placed on the victim 
by Louisiana law. The victim (or plaintiff) must 
satisfy specific statutory requirements in order to 
prove their case. According to Louisiana Revised 
Statute 9:2800.6, the plaintiff must prove the fol-
lowing: “(1) The condition presented an unrea-
sonable risk of harm to the claimant and that risk 
of harm was reasonably foreseeable. (2) The mer-
chant either created or had actual or constructive 
notice of the condition which caused the damage 
prior to the occurrence. (3) The merchant failed 
to exercise reasonable care.”

Actual or constructive notice basically 
means that the merchant knew or should have 

known of the dangerous condition. This is often 
hard to prove. Further complicating things, the 
statute goes on to state that the absence of a writ-
ten or verbal cleanup or safety procedure is, on 
its own, not enough to prove that the merchant 
failed to exercise reasonable care. Because of this 
heavy burden of proof on plaintiffs, many Louisi-
ana accident and injury attorneys are very selec-
tive in the slip-and-fall and trip-and-fall cases 
that they will agree to handle.

Although the burden is not quite as heavy as 
in a slip-and-fall or trip-and-fall case, in a falling 
merchandise case, the plaintiff must prove that 
they were not the cause of the falling merchan-
dise, another customer did not cause the mer-
chandise to fall and that the cause of the falling 
merchandise was the negligence of the merchant.

In any premises liability case, as with most 
other cases, time is of the essence. It is impor-
tant to collect any evidence you can at the scene, 
whether it be photos, videos, witness statements, 
accident report, substance samples, etc., and to 
contact a lawyer as soon as possible.

This information has been provided for in-
formational purposes only and is not intended 
and should not be construed to constitute legal 
advice.   

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Loui-
siana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, 
practicing attorney and owner of Rivertown 
Law Center, L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams 
Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner. Motor vehicle ac-
cidents, personal injuries, maritime and traffic 
violations are Rinck’s primary areas of practice. 
Rinck can be reached at 704-1194 or info@river-
townlaw.com.
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At Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner, our medical 
experts understand the vital role pain management plays 
in the healing process while living with illness or injury.  
With today’s treatments, most pain – regardless of type 
and amount – can be controlled. 

Visit ochsner.org/appointments or 
call 504-464-8588 to schedule an  

appointment with one of our specialists.

Pain Management  
Treatments Get  

You Back to  
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You Love

Our specialized team treats a broad range of  
pain, including:

  •  Low back pain  
 from injury

  •  Neck pain from injury

  •  Sports-related injury

  •  Cancer-related injury

  •  Work-related injury

  •  Back pain after surgery

  •  Herniated discs

  •  Chronic headaches

  •  Arthritis

  •  Fibromyalgia

  •  And more
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Assurance Care Provider LLC
Mr. Ron Tassin, CEO

OUTPATIENT SERVICES
Mental Health & Substance Abuse Services

Located in the Kenner Rivertown Community

OUTPATIENT SERVICES

➢  Over 14 Years of Services

❖  CARF ACCREDITATED

❖  Certifi ed by the Offi ce 
of Behavior Health

Hours: 9am - 5pm Monday - Friday
2145 Rev. Richard Wilson Dr. (formerly Jefferson Hwy.) 

472-0068 • acpmhr@yahoo.com

OUTPATIENT MENTAL HEALTH
SUBSTANCE ABUSE | REHABILITATION
Counseling and Therapy  ❖  Crisis Management

Medication Management
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AND ADULTS

❖  MEDICAID AND PRIVATE PAY ACCEPTED 
AT THIS TIME

❖   NOW TAKING  COMMERCIAL INSURANCE

ASSURANCE CARE PROVIDER NOW HIRING:

Hiring LCSWs • Bilingual Staff • Please email resume or call the offi ce.
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Are you sleep-deprived? Is it 
hurting your body? 
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

Most of us know 
how we will feel the 

next day if we ever spend a night tossing and turning. 
We may feel tired, cranky and just not up to par. But 
missing out on the recommended seven to nine hours of 
sleep at night does more than just make us feel groggy 
or grumpy. The long-term effect of sleep deprivation is 
real. Stimulants like caffeine aren’t enough to override 
your body’s profound need for sleep. Behind the scenes, 
chronic sleep deprivation can interfere with your body’s 
internal systems.

See the examples below.
Central nervous system

This is an information highway of our body. In or-
der to function properly sleep is very essential. Chronic 
insomnia or sleep disturbances can disrupt how the 
body usually sends information. Normally during sleep 
there are pathways between nerve cells in the brain 
that help us remember new information that we have 
learned. Sleep deprivation causes the brain to be ex-
hausted, so it cannot perform its duties as well. This 
ultimately can lead to difficulty in concentration and 
learning new things at school or at our work place.

Sleep deprivation can also negatively affect our 
mental capabilities and emotional state. People who 
are sleep-deprived feel more impatient and are more 
prone to mood swings and it can also compromise the 
decision making process and creativity.

A person may end up experiencing micro-sleep 
in the day. During these episodes, a person falls asleep 
for a few seconds or minutes without realizing it. Micro-
sleep is out of our control and can be extremely dan-
gerous if we are driving a vehicle making us prone to 
accidents.
Immune system

While we sleep, the immune system produces 
cytokines that are protective and infection-fighting sub-
stances. They help us fight infections from bacteria and 
viruses. Cytokines also help you sleep, giving the  im-
mune system more energy to defend the body against 
illness. Sleep deprivation prevents the immune system 
from functioning at its maximal capacity and therefore 

the body may not be able to fend off invaders to it. It 
may also take longer for the body to recover from ill-
ness. Long-term sleep deprivation increases the risk of 
chronic illnesses like diabetes and heart disease.
Cardiovascular system

People who do not get enough sleep during the 
night are at high risk of getting a cardiovascular disease 
like a heart attack and even a stroke.
Respiratory system

Sleep-disordered breathing can interrupt sleep 
and lower the quality of sleep from multiple awaken-
ings throughout the night such as people who have ob-
structive sleep apnea.

These are just few of many negative effects that 
sleep deprivation has on our bodies. Therefore to im-
prove the quality of our sleep we need to practice good 
sleep hygiene and healthy habits. This starts with fol-
lowing a regular sleep schedule, developing a relaxing 
bedtime routine and creating a comfortable bedroom 
environment that is dark, quiet and cool. Always reach 
out to the primary care physician or a sleep specialist if 
there are any disturbances that are causing distress in 
your daily personal or work life.  

Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D. Louisiana native 
is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist who received 
his undergraduate degree at LSU-Shreveport, com-
pleted his residency at LSU-HSC in New Orleans and 
fellowship in sleep medicine at Thomas Jefferson Uni-
versity Hospital in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr. 
Cheema is the medical director at Sleep Center of New 
Orleans (SCONO), located at 4232 Williams Boulevard, 
Suite 108, the first of its kind accredited by the Ameri-
can Academy of Sleep Medicine (AASM) for treating 
children and adults with any of sleep-related condi-
tions. Dr. Cheema is board certified in family medi-
cine by the American Board of Family Medicine and 
currently practices pediatric/adult sleep medicine in 
the metro New Orleans area. To schedule an appoint-
ment call the Sleep Center at 405-5582 or visit the web-
sites, www.myscono.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.

Health
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A Message From Mayor Ben Zahn

Leadership
•  Staffi ng: We added dedicated and talent-

ed public administrators with experience 
working at the parish, state and federal 
levels. With regional cooperation so cru-
cial, the expertise of Chief Administrative 
Offi cer Deborah Foshee and Deputy Chief 
Administrative Offi cer Kriss Fortunato will 
be vital for the city to fl ourish. Recognizing 
the importance of institutional knowledge, 
we have been fortunate to maintain expe-
rienced employees and place them in posi-
tions that will maximize effi ciency within 
city departments.

•  Unprecedented Communication between 
Administration and Council: This admin-
istration established an unprecedented 
level of communication with members of 
the City Council. This outreach to council 
members is part of the goal of opening lines of 
communication and improving relationships. 
Each council member is invited to meet with 
the Administration prior to every City Council 
meeting to discuss the council agenda and 
resolve any questions or concerns about 
individual agenda items. These council 
member briefi ngs reinforce transparency in 
city government and better communication 
with City Council members.

•  Quarterly director’s meetings: The fi rst of 
these sessions was held in March. They are 
designed to provide leadership, training 
and information for our department 
directors. We will focus on leadership 
seminars and education on a variety of 
topics so that Kenner city employees will 
continue to provide exceptional public 
service to residents, businesses and visitors.

Cultural diversity coordinator
•  We utilized an open executive assistant 

position within the administration to create 

a cultural diversity coordinator. Longtime 
Kenner resident Rafael Saddy works closely 
with businesses and individuals whose 
fi rst language is not English so they have 
access to and clearly understand available 
services for families and businesses. While 
Rafael speaks Spanish, and about one out 
of every four Kenner residents is Hispanic, 
this effort is much broader. Nearly one-third 
of Kenner’s population is Hispanic, Asian 
or a combination of ethnicities. Rafael is 
working with departments such as Code 
Enforcement, for example, to reach out 
to business owners and individuals in our 
city to assist in overcoming any language or 
cultural barrier.

Citywide audit
•  Using existing administrators experienced 

in internal auditing, compliance and fraud 
examination, we have begun inventory and 
compliance audits of all city departments. 
We will adjust best practices, as necessary, 
or add new policies and procedures based 
on the results of these ongoing audits.

Capital outlay
•  We participated in weekly meetings in 

Baton Rouge with the Jefferson Parish 
legislative delegation and urged our 
representatives to promote capital outlay 
requests that would benefi t the city of 
Kenner. We are working with regional 
partners, both public and private, to address 
the impact that the expansion of the Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International 
Airport will have on city infrastructure well 
before the work is completed in late 2018.

Fleet review
•  An analysis of the city’s fl eet has determined 

that 45 percent of the city’s 219 vehicles 
(not including trailers, generators and 
other specialty equipment) is more than 15 
years old. Only 16 percent of that number 

is 5 years old or newer. That leads to high 
repair costs and vital department vehicles 
that spend more time in the shop than 
servicing the public. Relying on the strong 
connections we have with Jefferson Parish, 
we have received the donations of 12 
mostly heavy-duty vehicles. These include 
a dump truck, crew van and fl atbed truck. 
Three are set to go to the Fire Department, 
which is experiencing a serious vehicle 
shortage. The bulk of these vehicles has 
been in service since 2013. In addition, we 
are considering a cost-effective leasing 
program to modernize the city’s fl eet while 
controlling costs as much as possible.

Code enforcement sweeps
•  We are responding to complaints about 

repeated violations of the Kenner City 
Code with regular sweeps by code 
enforcement inspectors to correct issues in 
both residential and commercial areas and 
to send out a clear message that property 
owners will not be allowed to ignore their 
obligations to maintain their property. As 
part of these sweeps, we have targeted 
commercial complexes that are vacant 
or in disrepair. Our enforcement at the 
mostly vacant Pavilion Shopping Center 
has led to cleanup efforts and promises 
from the owner to return as many of those 
vacant units to commerce as possible. We 
will continue to monitor areas of concern 
throughout the city.

Kenner city court improvements
•  We took a look at the operations in Kenner 

city court and are now implementing a 
new schedule that we believe will increase 
effi ciency and offer greater fl exibility for 
those who need to appear in court. The 
changes include adding a morning session 
in addition to the existing afternoon 
session. The new schedule went into effect 
on Aug. 1. The new morning session, from 
9 to 11 a.m., will be held Tuesdays through 

This administration’s commitment to the citizens of Kenner remains to streamline government wherever possible, 
improve productivity, accessibility and eliminate waste, all without any additional cost to residents and continue to pursue 
opportunities for economic development, attracting new residents and families. This is our focus, while operating with 
transparency and always keeping the trust of the public in mind.
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Fridays. In addition, we are actively 
working to be more effective and effi cient 
in the collection of outstanding fi nes and 
fees owed to the city.

Infrastructure improvements
We are working closely with contractors 

on important existing projects to ensure 
they are completed on time and at or under 
budget. At the same time, we are planning 
future enhancements, while also seeking 
state and federal grants wherever possible 
to mitigate costs or to make additional 
improvements possible. The projects target 
all areas of the city, particularly Williams 
Boulevard, and also included the continued 
overhaul of the aging sewer system and other 
vital improvements on major thoroughfares 
and in local neighborhoods.

•  Sidewalk improvements. We are now 
focusing on Phase III of the Williams 
Boulevard Pedestrian Improvements. 
Phase II, completed last year, included 
the area from West Napoleon Avenue to 
Veterans Boulevard. Phase III is in design 
and will extend improvements from West 
Napoleon south to West Metairie. The 
work is part of a Regional Transit Authority 
program to improve bus routes and requires 
only a 20 percent contribution from the 
city on Phase III, estimated to cost about 
$200,000.

•  West Esplanade Avenue crossover. An 
important project to add two U-turns and 
a signalized crossing on West Esplanade 
Avenue in the area between Roosevelt 
Boulevard to just east of Williams Boulevard 
began in February. This is the fi rst of two 

phases of this work and involves installing 
drainage culverts under the canal. In Phase 
II, the U-turns and signalized crossover will 
be installed. The project is being paid for by 
Jefferson Parish, the city of Kenner and the 
developer of the Kenner Market Center.

•  Sewer system work. The project to upgrade 
the city’s main Wastewater Treatment Plant 
near Interstate 10 and the Parish Canal 
continues and is on target for completion. 

This will move the city closer to total 
compliance with the order from the state 
Department of Environmental Quality to 
overhaul Kenner’s aging sewer system.

•  Wastewater Treatment Plant No. 2. The 
city sewer rehabilitation work includes 
removing old facilities that will not be needed 
in the future. The demolition of Treatment 
Plant No. 2, located behind the Chateau 
Estates Golf & Country Club and an eyesore 
and concern for many in the neighborhood, 
is now expected to be completed in early 
February, assuming no other delays.

•  Vintage-Williams Boulevard improvements. 
The improvements on the west side of 
Williams at this busy intersection include 
landscaping, lighting, drainage and a 
widened U-turn lane and are part of the 
2030 Plan to improve and beautify major 
corridors in the city. This was an area of 

focus from the moment we took offi ce, and 
the project was completed in February.

•  Chateau Boulevard resurfacing. This 
important project resurfaces Chateau from 
West Esplanade Avenue to Vintage Drive, 
adding some curb and gutter replacement, 
in addition to the asphalt concrete overlay. 
It is a nearly $1 million project and is part 
of the Urban System Federal Aid Project.

Streets millage
•  Educating residents about the scope and 

importance of the streets millage renewal 
on the March ballot was one of the most 
important tasks for this new administration. 
We met with all civic and business groups 
available to us, provided informational 
videos on KTV and the city’s website, mobile 
app and social media, and disseminated 
both a detailed slide show explaining the 
millage and answered frequently asked 
questions in English and Spanish. The 
millage renewal was universally supported 
by the Jefferson Chamber of Commerce 
and the Kenner Business Association. The 
successful passage of the millage ensures 
an important part of services we offer to 
residents will not be affected.

Citywide cleanup
•  Both residents and visitors are noticing the 

results of an ongoing citywide cleanup that 
began as soon as this administration took 
offi ce. This ambitious work has included 
landscaping, painting and erecting 
banners in Rivertown, curb painting and 
repairs throughout Kenner and regular 
trash cleanup so that litter does not take 
over our beautiful city. We received many 

compliments during the Lundi Gras and 
Italian Heritage Festival celebrations in 
Rivertown. All the work, which will continue 
indefi nitely, has been done in-house by a 
crew of experienced and dedicated city 
workers.

Street sweeper
•  We quickly determined the citywide 

cleanup was hampered by the occasional 
lack of availability of Kenner’s only street 
sweeper, an older model that is often 
undergoing repairs. Thanks to our excellent 



working relationship with the City Council, 
a new street sweeper was acquired. Now, 
we are able to double-up on debris and 
trash cleanup regularly throughout the city.

Economic development
• Rivertown additions
Recently, two new businesses committed to 
open in Rivertown – Fleur de Lily Rivertown 
Cafe and Porch & Patio Wine & Beer Garden. 

Both are expected to be open and operating 
before the end of the year. These additions 
represent our commitment to investment 
and continued development in Rivertown 
and confi rm the confi dence that outside 
entrepreneurs have in the future of this 
growing district.

• Laketown additions
Planet Fitness has been well received in 

the Laketown Center, the new commercial 
development at Williams and Joe Yenni 
boulevards. There was a large turnout 
for a ribbon cutting held in February and 
developers plan more additions to this upscale 
shopping area that’s located on a tract of land 
that had been vacant for generations.

• Multi-purpose stage
Our vision for the growth of the 

Laketown area on the shores of beautiful 
Lake Pontchartrain includes a stage that 
can host a variety of events from small plays 
and performances to larger concerts. The 
ultimate goal is a world-class event grounds 
with additional development in Laketown to 
take advantage of the incredible potential 
this untapped area has to offer.

• The Esplanade mall plans
We have already had several productive 

meetings with Pacifi c Retail Capital Partners, 
the new operators of The Esplanade mall. 
At our urging, they have begun a cleanup of 
their property, and we have done the same 
on 32nd Street, the main entrance from 
Williams Boulevard to the mall. This excellent 
relationship is something new for the city, and 
combined with some of the plans for bringing 
in new businesses and improving access and 
walkability, we are excited about the future 
for The Esplanade.

Quality of life
• Commercial code sweep

As part of our goal to create an even 
greater pro-business climate in Kenner, we 
have embarked on a business education 
plan. Inspectors will conduct a commercial 
code sweep to include every business in 
the city. However, the goal is not to issue 
violation notices. Instead, we want to make 
sure all of our business owners are familiar 
with Code Enforcement rules and can get 
any of their questions or concerns addressed. 
Violations will not be ignored; instead, the 
steps necessary to correct any violation will 
be fully explained and businesses will be 
given adequate time to correct any problems 
without fear of going to court or facing fi nes.

• City Park enhancements
We have worked diligently to make sure 

projects to enhance Kenner City Park move 
along as quickly and effi ciently as possible. 
We have added a beautiful garden terrace 
area just behind the Pavilion that is designed 
as a focal point for outdoor gatherings and 
events, such as weddings and receptions. 
The small walking track is being enlarged 
and improved to accommodate the growing 
number of people who use the park for daily 
exercise or simply to relax and enjoy the 
beauty of the area.

• Dog park
This is a dream the city has been trying 

to make a reality for many years. However, 
fi nding the money had put this dream out 
of reach. Now, with funds from my former 
Jefferson Parish council district offi ce, a 
generous contribution from District 5 
Councilman Dominick Impastato and funds 
raised from last year’s Hot Diggity Dog 
Fest, we will soon open the fi rst phase of a 
dedicated dog park in Kenner City Park. 
Ultimately, there are plans for watering 
stations, brightly decorated fi re hydrants, 
benches and lush landscaping – along with 
about 1,200 linear feet of attractive fencing 

– to greet dog owners and their pets. Future 
phases will include three distinct sections of 
the park – a passive large dog area, an active 
large dog area and a small dog area. Other 
attractions could include a splash pad and 

agility play equipment, as well as a memorial 
wall and a memorial brick paw walkway.

New amenities and attractions
• Freedom Fest at the Lake – Future Home 
of Laketown Stage and Festival Grounds

The city of Kenner, Treasure Chest Casino, 
Jefferson Parish Councilman Jack Rizzuto, 
Jefferson Convention and Visitors Bureau and 
Friends of Rivertown are proud to present the 
inaugural Freedom Fest at the Lake taking 
place on Sunday, Sept. 3. Freedom Fest will 
celebrate the men and women who make 
our city and parish strong and keep America 
thriving and free. Award-winning country 
music duo Maddie & Tae will headline the 
entertainment, along with country music star 
Chase Bryant and Lauren Duski from the NBC 
hit show “The Voice.” Popular local favorites 
90 Degrees West and Jenna Hunts also will 
perform. Our vendors will offer delicious food 
and cold beverages, as well as unique crafts 
and fun activities for the kids. Admission is 
free. Doors open at 2 p.m.

Freedom Fest will take place in Laketown, 
the future home of Kenner’s planned world-
class stage and festival grounds on the shores 
of our beautiful Lake Pontchartrain. The 
stage will provide a scenic destination venue 
for concerts, festivals and many other special 
events, drawing attention to the untapped 
potential for development in Laketown 
inspiring the opportunity for economic 
expansion including restaurants and retail in 
Laketown and throughout the city of Kenner.

• Moving Christmas Village to City Park
Promising changes are planned for 

Kenner’s Christmas Village. We are adding 
a major new attraction this holiday season, 
a 2,400-square-foot ice skating rink. A large, 
portable synthetic ice arena will be one of 
the focal points of this Christmas event. And, 
because Christmas Village continues to grow 
in popularity and attendance since it began, 
we are relocating the annual holiday event to 
Kenner City Park. The spacious grounds will 
allow us to expand to add more and larger 
exhibits, lighted displays and additional local 
entertainment and attractions.

• Skate park
We were excited to open the new Wentwood 

Skate Plaza at Wentwood Playground in April. 
Although construction began before this 



administration arrived, our goal has been to 
shepherd this project to a quick completion, 
and we expect a grand opening soon. The 
park includes specially designed ramps 
and steps, along with other popular skating 
features with fencing, benches and signage 
to provide a safer area for skateboarders.

• Rivertown Farmers Market
We identifi ed the Farmers Market as an 

important resource that can become even 
more attractive to residents and visitors to 
Rivertown. We recently moved the market 
down Williams Boulevard to La Salle’s 
Landing, tucked next to the Mississippi River. 
We believe this is a higher profi le location that 
will attract bigger crowds. We have applied 
for a USDA Farmers Market Promotion Grant. 
If we are successful, our plan is to partner 
with the Crescent City Farmers Market in 
New Orleans to upgrade our market and to 
expand the number of vendors.

• Updated security
Security is now improved in Building 

A where the Council Chambers is located 
and is also used for city court and other 
meetings and events. New magnetometers 
were installed and re-located by the main 
door to the building. This update means that 
anyone attending council meetings, court 
or other events must be screened, as well 
as all visitors to the building. This security 
update is fi nanced by court fees and, while 
not triggered by any concerns or security 
breaches, keeps the safety and well-being of 
our employees and visitors a top priority.

Expand public outreach
• We improved and expanded our content on 
the city’s government access channel, Kenner 
TV, to include the addition of new, informative 
programming such as news explaining 
an important, ongoing construction 
project. Additional stories highlight special 
attractions, events and entertainment at 
the Black Heritage Festival, Lundi Gras 

and a visit with some of the volunteers who 
worked for months to put together the oldest 
St. Joseph’s Altar in the city at Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Church. Also, we expanded 
the list of recipients of our news releases so 
that we reach a broader audience, keeping 
them informed about the latest successes 
and developments in the city, including civic 
associations and business groups, along with 
Jefferson Parish elected offi cials and every 
city and Police Department employee.

Public art review
• The city of Kenner is grateful for the 
generosity of Mr. Henry Shane and Mrs. Pat 
Shane for their donations of one-of-a-kind 
sculptures, which beautify areas throughout 
the city. Power Boulevard is already a 
sculpture attraction, and we are in the process 
of forming a new citywide arts advisory board 
to work with members of the Rivertown Arts 
Council to provide insight and input into 
future sculptures that will add beautifi cation 
to the city and invite conversation from locals 
and visitors to Kenner.

Employee insurance
• We immediately began a review of the 
insurance options for the upcoming fi scal 
year as soon as we took offi ce with the goal 
of fi nding a way to keep costs as affordable 
as possible while also offering quality options 
to city employees. Despite an uncertain and 
volatile market, our insurance committee 
secured a three-tiered plan from Blue Cross 
with a base plan that offers quality coverage 
at virtually the same price levels as last year. 
In addition, two additional plan options offer 
lower deductibles or nationwide coverage for 
only modest premium increases.

Quarterly employee orientation
• We have re-instituted the orientation 
program for civil servants and extended 
the program to include all employees of the 
city, except Police and Fire Department 
employees who are provided an orientation 
by their respective departments. The program 
includes a comprehensive review of personnel 
policies and procedures, safety and emergency 
procedures, and one hour of mandatory training 
on the Louisiana Code of Governmental Ethics. 
The goal is to better equip employees to 
provide the high level of public service citizens 
of Kenner expect and deserve.

Tropical Storm Cindy
• Tropical Storm Cindy triggered a Level 1 
activation of the city’s Emergency Operations 
Center as the storm made landfi ll in June 
near the Louisiana/Texas border. The storm 
did not cause any signifi cant damage in 
the city, but provided an excellent test of 

Kenner’s emergency operations plan. We are 
pleased with the deployment at the EOC and 

the communications with city workers in the 
fi eld. We are critiquing that event to be even 
better prepared for the next storm.

Public safety
We continue to support law enforcement 

and all emergency responders.

•  Kenner Police Department. We are 
fortunate to have an excellent working 
relationship with Police Chief Michael 
Glaser whose leadership of an experienced 
and dedicated police department has led to 
a number of publications naming Kenner 
as one of the safest cities in the state.

•  Kenner Fire Department. We are 
exploring every means possible to improve 
and upgrade equipment critical for our 
Fire Department with the safety of our 
hard-working fi refi ghters and all fi rst 
responders as one of our daily concerns.

We are excited and proud of the work we 
have begun.

We are especially grateful to our 
employees for their commitment to our city 
every day. We have intentionally set the bar 
very high for the level of professionalism 
expected of our employees and pledge to 
deliver exceptional public service Kenner 
residents have come to expect and deserve.

As we move forward, we will continue to 
work hard to improve the quality of life for all 
of our citizens.
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Health

Dupuytren’s con-
tracture is a condi-
tion that affects the 
hands and fingers. 

The connective tissue, known as fascia, in the palm 
thickens in a small area forming a nodule (a small 
hard lump) under the skin of the palm. With time, 
more nodules can form as well as the potential for 
them to extend into cords of tissue. If these nodules 
form into cords and run along a finger or less likely 
a thumb, they contract and pull the finger towards 
the thumb, limiting the ability to straighten out the 
fingers completely. At first, the area of a developing 
nodule or cord may be sensitive, usually resulting in 

 
a painless condition that’s neither life-threatening 
nor cancerous, but is mainly annoying.

The cause of developing Dupuytren’s contrac-
ture is unknown, but studies have linked the condi-
tion to affect those who have the gene, are heavy 
smokers and even those with diabetes. The latter 
two often help bring out the condition especially 
if the genes are present. It’s mostly a condition de-
veloped by men in the age of 50 and older, although 
women and those younger in age can develop this 
symptom, but the likelihood is much less. The condi-
tion is sometimes referred to as the Viking disease, 
as 30 percent of men in Norway over 60 develop Du-
puytren’s contracture.

Most cases are mild and don’t require treat-
ment and typically serve as a nuisance rather than a 
health risk. However, for cases more moderate to se-
vere, treatment can help when the condition affects 
normal functioning of the hand. Initial treatment 
prescribed is typically injections of a medication 
called collagenase, radiation therapy and physical 
therapy. 

A minor procedure known as needle fasci-
otomy can also be prescribed where the contracted 
cord of tissue is cut with a needle. If surgery is re-
quired for conditions where normal functioning of 
the hand is extremely limited, one of two techniques 
are performed. Open fasciotomy, where the connec-
tive tissue is cut to relieve tension and fasciectomy, 
where the connective tissue is removed, are used for 
surgical treatment.

Because surgery will rarely prevent the condi-
tion to further develop with time, surgery is the last 

resort when functions become extremely limited. If 
this condition affects you or someone you know, the 
best treatment sought is through physical therapy 
or a knowledgeable practitioner who can help alle-
viate minor symptoms and guide you toward proper 
course of action.    

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is presi-
dent of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy 
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner 
and at two other locations in Metairie and on the 
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical 
School Department of Allied Health Department 
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at 
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be con-
tacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by 
visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com. Alexandra 
Goodwin is co-author and contributing writer to 
the Kenner Orthopedic column.

Dupuytren’s contracture 
By Craig Goodwin

Government
East Jefferson Levee District breaks ground 
for new headquarters in Kenner

On August 17, 2017, the East Jefferson Levee District broke ground for their new facility located in Ken-
ner’s District 1 in the southern area of Kenner. The $10.5 million project will be 27,000-square-feet with office 
space for administrative, maintenance and police personnel, as well as having an 11,000-square foot mainte-
nance shop. In addition, the facility will include a safe room, designed to withstand 200 mile per hour winds, 
which will be able to house all staff during a hurricane evacuation. The facility, to be built on the lake side of 
Reverend Richard Wilson Drive, will be supported by a generator fueled by an underground 8,000 gallon diesel 
fuel tank that will power the entire building. Also on site will be an above ground fuel tank for levee district 
vehicles, tractors, large trucks and police cars. The estimated completion date is October 2018.    
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Sports

Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy

943-5777
7030 Canal Boulevard

889-2663
4921 Airline Drive

www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Orthopedic
Center for

Sports
Medicine

THOMAS R.
LYONS MD

CHARLES P.
MURPHY MD

WILLIAM F.
SHERMAN JR. MD

LUIS M.
ESPINOZA MD
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Our Family Works Hard to Bring You High Quality Workmanship

It is not a job for 
the weary.

Bonnabel High 
School football was 

outstanding in the 1970s under legendary head 
coach Willie Hof.

The Bruins, led by future Alabama star and 
Allstate Sugar Bowl Greater New Orleans Sports 
Hall of Fame inductee Tommy Wilcox, reached 
the state championship game in 1977, falling 21-
20 to Bobby Hebert and South Lafourche.

Bonnabel had a couple of other good sea-

sons and then were good again under Mike Vil-
lemarette in the late 1980s and early 1990s.

Since that time, it has been a struggle for 
several head coaches who have tried their luck at 
the head coaching position.

Now, a veteran coach gets a second chance 
as the head coach of a struggling program.

Daryl Thomas was named head coach of the 
Bruins in late July.

Thomas comes to Bonnabel from Pope John 
Paul II, where he served as an assistant football 
coach for three years (2011-2013) and was the 

head coach in 2014-2015. Thomas also coached 
girls basketball and was the head track and field 
coach. Thomas remained at Pope John Paul II in 
2016, though he did not coach football.

Thomas was an assistant at O. Perry Walker 
(2010-2011) and served and served as an assistant 
at Grace King (2008-2009).

Thomas was an assistant coach at his alma 
mater, De La Salle, from 2002-2007, where he also 
was a girls basketball and track coach.

Thomas played at De La Salle, graduating 
in 1993 before earning an undergraduate degree 
from Southern University of New Orleans and a 
graduate degree from the University of New Or-
leans.

Thomas is no stranger to rebuilding and to 
coaching a struggling program. His Pope John 
Paul II teams were 2-18 in two seasons.

Thomas replaces Reggie Rogers, who was 
dismissed in February after six years (2011-2016) 
on the job as head coach. Rogers, a former Bon-
nabel star player, posted a 17-41 mark. The Bruins 
were just 2-8 in 2016 and were 7-33 in their last 
four seasons with the last winning season coming 
in 2012.

“It is outstanding to have another opportu-
nity be a head coach again,” Thomas said. “It is 
something I love doing. I am blessed to be at Bon-
nabel. There is a rich history here though it has 
not been good recently. It takes hard work to do 
so.”

Thomas knows the task at hand will not be 
an easy one.

“It is going to be a difficult job,” Thomas said. 
“That is why it was an open job for so long. You 
have to get the community involved, the feeder 
schools involved, playgrounds involved, alumni 
back involved. It is like starting over.”

While his tenure at Pope John Paul II did 
not go well, Thomas feels it was a valuable experi-
ence.

“What I have learned from being head coach 
at Pope John Paul II is to keep moving forward,” 
Thomas said. “There will be a lot of negativity 
coming at you from all sides but you have to ig-
nore those things and move forward. You have to 
learn from mistakes and not repeat them.”

Thomas feels there is one necessity to being 
a successful head coach.

“I learned that you must have communica-
tion along all lines, with parents, administrators, 
coaches and players,” Thomas said. “If you are a 
good communicator, they will work with you and 
want to be involved with you. Everyone wants to 

emulate what John Curtis has done. J.T. is a good 
communicator and that has helped his program.”

The cupboard is not totally bare at Bonnabel 
heading into the 2017 season.

“We have some good players, a good bit of 
returning seniors,” Thomas said. “The seniors are 
trying to lead everyone the right way. Henry White 
(6-1, 195) will be our middle linebacker and a 
good one. He is hands down the team leader, a 
great kid. He had a pretty good season last year. 
He is a good tackler.”

Thomas has high praise for another return-
ing starter on defense.

“Byron Smith (6-1, 220) is another senior and 
a good defensive end with a high motor,” Thomas 
said. “He plays hard and is very strong. He will 
seal the edge and force everything inside. We 
have a junior corner in Albert Bontemps (5-11, 
155). He has talent and can really run. He has an 
eye and knack for the ball.”

Bonnabel has a returning starter at the most 
important position.

“We have our quarterback returning in senior 
Jordan McInerney (5-10, 185),” Thomas said. “He 
understands football. He’s coming off of a decent 
season but the way we will run the spread offense, 
he should be improved.”

The running back position will be a group ef-
fort with one wild card.

“The guy we are looking at the carry the load 
is junior Ernest Williams,” Thomas said. “He is 
tough and has good size (5-10, 215). He is ver-
satile. He played offensive line, linebacker and 
defensive line last year. He has pretty good speed 
to go with size and he has dropped a little weight. 
He should be hard to tackle.”

Bonnabel has a wealth of younger players to 
build with.

“We are a junior-heavy team with 17 juniors 
but we have 17 sophomores as well so we like 
our future,” Thomas said. “They can become our 
leaders and work in our system and improve. We 
should have about 55 kids on our varsity.”

What will it take for Thomas to succeed 
where others have failed since the turn of the 
century?

“I truly believe and know we can be suc-
cessful and we have to be a big-time program 
that champions Kenner and keeps Kenner kids 
at home in what will be a good program in the 
future,” Thomas said. “We have to convince kids 
that we are a viable, solid option and school. It 
can be done.”

Keeping more Kenner residents at home is 
most certainly the first step toward ultimate suc-
cess. Here is wishing Thomas nothing but success 
as he looks to make the city of Kenner and a vast 
alumni list proud once again.   

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of 
WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and gen-
eral manager of www.SportsNola.com and hosts 

“Sportsnola TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. 
on WHNO, TV 20. Trahan is the general manager 
and chairman of the board of the Saints Hall of 
Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome, 
runs the Life Resources Sports Ministry and 
hosts All Access SportsTalk on WGSO, 990 AM 
and WGSO.com on Monday, Thursday and Fri-
day at 6:05 p.m. as well as “The Three Tailgaters 
Show” on Saturday morning from 10:05 a.m. to 
noon with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille.

Daryl Thomas tries to revive Bonnabel program
By Ken Trahan

Daryl Thomas
Head Coach Bonnabel Bruins Football Team
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Fishing for Interest
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Interest
Checking

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate as of 08/01/2017. Rates may change at any time. Minimum to open is 
$20.00. If qualifications are met during each monthly qualification cycle: balances up to $20,000 receive 1.51% APY and 
balances over $20,000 earn 0.76% APY on portion of balance over $20,000 resulting in a range from 1.51%–0.76% APY 
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SLEEP CENTER of NEW ORLEANS 
Treating adults and children 
 
“SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a 
healthy life. We want to improve your productivity at work or school and enhance your 
mood and concentration, by implementing evidence based sleep medicine.” 

- Mohammad Cheema, M.D. 
 
 
 
4232 Williams Blvd. Suite #108 * Kenner 
405-5582 
 

 
 
 
 
M – TH Open 8:30 - 4:30  
Fri & Sat –By appointment only 
 
CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION 
 
Evaluation and treatment of sleep disorders 
Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea) 
Circadian rhythm sleep disorder 
Excessive daytime sleepiness 
Narcolepsy with cataplexy 
Restless leg syndrome 
Insomnia 
 

Sleep Center of New Orleans
TREATING ADULTS AND CHILDREN

SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep 
better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a healthy 
life. We want to improve your productivity 
at work or school, enhance your mood and 
concentration, by implementing evidence-based 
sleep medicine.”
                                  - Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

•  Sleep-related breathing disorders 
(Sleep apnea)

• Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
•  Excessive daytime 

sleepiness
•  Narcolepsy with 

cataplexy
• Restless leg syndrome
• Insomnia

405-5582
M-TH OPEN 8:30-4:30 

4232 WILLIAMS BLVD. SUITE #108 • KENNER

WWW.MYSCONO.COM or WWW.SLEEP4MYKIDS.COM
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ACCEPTS MOST 
INSURANCE 

PLANS INCLUDING 
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Tired?
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Stop breathing during the night?

Do you have high 
blood pressure?

adian rhythm sleep disorder

Restless leg syndrome

adian rhythm sleep disorderadian rhythm sleep disorder
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Renter households explosion 
fueled from all sides
By Linda R. Martin

More households 
in America are headed 

by renters now than at any other time in the last fifty 
years, with owner household formation toppled by 
renter household formation in the past ten years, ac-
cording to a recent analysis of Census Bureau data by 
the Pew Research Center. Owner households dialed 
back from 76.1 million in 2006 to 75 million in 2016, 
while renter households expanded from 34.6 million 
to 43.3 million.

Pew researches attribute the recent growth in 
renter households to not only groups that convention-
ally rent, such as young adults, but also to groups that 
have historically owned, such as middle aged adults. 
In fact, from 2006 to 2016, renter households headed 
by those 35 to 44 and 45 to 64 climbed 10 percent and 
six percent respectively.

Other groups are bucking tradition as well. 
Renter households headed by whites, who have 
typically owned, rose four percent from 2006 to 2016. 
Renter households headed by college graduates simi-
larly went up seven percent over the same period.

The shifts, coupled with ongoing growth from 
groups that have had a long-held propensity for rent-
ing are contributing massively to the boom.

An adverse trend, however, has begun to take 
root. Earlier this year, the rate at which owner house-
holds were formed surpassed the rate at which renter 
households were formed, pointing to the potential for 
a change of course. Other recent studies have high-
lighted the immense and immediate need for rentals, 
especially at affordable prices – another pressure 
point that could turn the tide back toward ownership.

Renters, most importantly, continue to see 
homeownership on their horizon. Eighty percent of 
those recently surveyed by the National Association of 
Realtors believe owning a home is essential to achiev-
ing the “American Dream.”   

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisi-
ana, can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner 
Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard 
in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local indepen-
dently owned and operated company. Visit the com-
pany website at www.gardnerRealtors.com.

Homeowners typ- 
ically take precautions 
as hurricanes approach 
 to prevent and reduce 

damage to their home and property. There are some 
key areas to remember.

If your home has a gabled roof, the end wall of 
your home will take a tremendous beating during a 
hurricane. If not properly braced, it can collapse or 
be pulled off, causing significant damage. Without ad-
equate bracing, the end wall may be damaged during 
hurricane force winds.

The installation of metal hurricane straps or clips 
will improve the strength of the roof-to-wall connection. 
The common practice of toe nailing the trusses or raf-
ters to the top of the sill plates is often not sufficient to 
hold a roof in place during hurricane force high winds. 
These clips are typically required by the building code 
today in new homes. These clips or straps are usually 
very difficult to see from the attic because of insulation.

If your roof has trusses, make sure they are tied to 
the wall by either anchoring to the top plate and then 
the top plate to the wall stud or strapping the truss di-
rectly to the wall stud. Metal hurricane straps can be 
found at the local big box home improvement stores.

You can improve the uplift resistance of the roof 
deck from the attic without removing the roof covering. 
Using a caulking gun, apply a 1/4 inch bead of wood ad-
hesive along the intersection of the roof deck and the 
roof support element (rafter or truss chord) on both 
sides. At places where you have limited access, such 
as where the roof meets exterior walls, use quarter 
round pieces of wood approximately two to three feet 
long and apply the adhesive on both sides and press the 
wood pieces in the intersection making sure the adhe-
sive has made solid contact with the sheathing and roof 
support elements.

Using the wood adhesive can increase the wind 
uplift resistance of the plywood roof sheathing by as 
much as three times the conventional method of secur-
ing the sheathing with nails.

You can also protect your home from wind dam-
age by installing impact-resistant shutters over all large 
windows and glass doors. Not only do they protect doors 
and windows from wind-borne objects, but they can re-
duce damage caused by sudden pressure changes when 
a window or door is broken. The easiest designs are 
those that simply cover the opening with a structural 
panel such as plywood. Sometimes returning home-
owners have found that their temporary plywood shut-
ters had blown off because they were not adequately 
fastened. If you have a wood-frame house, use adequate 
fasteners to attach the panels over the openings when 
a hurricane approaches. Have these temporary shut-
ters stored and ready to use since building supply stores 
generally sell out of these materials quickly during a 
hurricane warning.

If your home has permanent shutters, evaluate 
their effectiveness, i.e., do they close and lock prop-
erly? You can also inspect your shutters to see if they 
are properly attached to the house and will not fly off 
during a storm by inspecting the shutter connectors for 
obvious excessive wear or missing connectors.

If you are planning to replace your windows and 
doors, consider impact-resistant products. Although 
these products look no different than standard win-
dows and doors, they offer significantly more protec-
tion from wind-borne debris. In fact, these systems are 
capable of resisting impacts from large objects. For this 
reason, temporary shutters do not need to be installed 
before a storm strikes.

Lastly, double-wide garage doors are more sus-
ceptible to wind damage than single doors because 
of their width. Unless you have a tested hurricane-
resistant door, the wind may force it out of the roller 
track – especially if the track is lightweight or some of 

Protect your home from the wind
By Dan Dormady

 next page

Home
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Give your family
Peace of mind Today

Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because 
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a 
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 466-8577

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of 
food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and 
questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For 
detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

It’s perfect for football Sundays and family gatherings 
as it fi lls a large pot!

INGREDIENTS

3 small to medium onions; 1 green bell pepper; 2 stalks celery, diced; 2 fi re roasted hatch chili 
peppers, diced 3 chicken (leg and thigh) quarters; 1 cup of diced Tasso, smoked sausage, 
andouille; 1 stick butter; 2 cups water; 2 large cans diced tomatoes; 1/2 teaspoon onion powder; 
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder; 1 tablespoon Cajun Seasoning; Salt, however, Cajun seasoning may 
add all the salt you need, so add salt and pepper to taste

Season chicken liberally with Cajun seasoning and rub with olive oil. Brown, over medium heat, 
skin side down, for fi ve minutes.

Flip chicken and add chopped vegetables and a third of each meat and sauté for fi ve minutes.

Add butter, water and dry seasonings and simmer for 15 
minutes. Add tomatoes and remaining meats. Cover and 
simmer for 30 minutes.

Remove chicken quarters and debone. Discard skin and 
return chunks of tender chicken to the pot. Simmer a bit 
more and serve in bowls alongside fl uffy white rice, polenta 
or mashed potatoes. Enjoy!

Stavo’s Chicken Creole
By foodieforone.com

Have you 
ever heard anyone 
say, “I’m getting a 
divorce?” Those are 

tough words to hear from someone and except for 
cases of abuse, generally unfortunate. In the case 
of friends and co-workers, reconciliation should 
be encouraged.

A business associate told me years after his 
divorce, “I thought that there was a lot of greener 
grass on the other side of the hill, but I only found 
brown dirt.”

If reconciliation isn’t possible, the advice is 
to allow work to be an island of stability. Don’t 
bring the dispute to work. Don’t share the bitter 
details with coworkers and by all means, don’t in-
volve your customers.

Most community banks have many small 
businesses as customers that are family owned 
and often, husband-and-wife owned. This can pro-
vide a level of dedication and honesty that really 
helps the business succeed, but in the unfortu-
nate case of a divorce, the dedication and honesty 
can disappear and inevitably the family business 
suffers.

My often ignored advice to couples is to 
pretend that they are starting a business with a 
stranger. Have a good partnership agreement that 
defines roles, describes buyout options and pro-
vides for conflict resolution. An unfortunate side 
effect of divorce is that the family net worth after 
the divorce is always less than the combined pre-
divorce net worth, sometimes dramatically less. A 
good partnership agreement can mitigate some of 
those losses.

My first tip to divorcing couples is to keep 
the animosity away from work. If the couple fights 
at work, or attempts to enlist co-workers to take 
sides, the business always suffers. I tell these 
couples that their employees and customers 
don’t want to get involved in the divorce drama. 
Bringing the fight to work can only cause good 
employees to leave and good customers to seek 
other options. A bitter couple fighting at work will 
also cause suppliers and lenders to cancel lines of 
credit or change terms because of the increased 
risk of business failure.

I give the divorcing couple the same advice 
that I give employees and friends – let the busi-
ness be the island of stability in their lives. If the 

business continues to succeed, there will be in-
come to split as well as a viable business to sell 
if need be.

Money problems are the cause of many di-
vorces, so it is natural for divorcing partners to 
be concerned about the income and cash at their 
business. If possible, I suggest that a bookkeeper 
or CPA handle the cash and report to both parties, 
thus allowing them to work on the management of 
the business without fear that the other partner is 
taking advantage of them.

I also encourage both partners to leave the 
anger and desire for revenge out of the workplace. 
I suggest considering the employees, customers 
and suppliers who are only tangentially involved 
in the divorce could be badly hurt if either spouse 
takes a scorched earth position. Occasionally, 
couples will work together for the good of the 
business and then discover that they still love 
each other and carry on. Unfortunately, the more 
common outcome is divorce.

After a divorce the business is usually given 
to one of the spouses or sold to divide the pro-
ceeds between them. In some cases, the couple 
have actually continued to work together, just 
not as husband and wife. This seems odd, but it 
has worked and sometimes works better because 
before the divorce both people were angry and un-
happy. One of my friends said that he actually be-
came friends with his ex-wife after they divorced 
and set up separate households. They traveled to-
gether and even enjoyed dinners out, but returned 
to their separate homes at night. In their case, the 
business prospered until they both retired.

Divorce is all too common today. Business 
owners carry fire insurance, even though very 
few businesses burn down, so why not carry some 
divorce insurance since divorces are much more 
common than fires? So, my advice to husband and 
wife business owners is to set up a good partner-
ship agreement and agree to seek counseling if 
problems develop in your marriage.   

Guy Williams is president and chief execu-
tive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Com-
pany. Their Kenner branch office is located at 
3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-
president and branch manager can be contacted 
at 565-3656. Brian Behlar, vice president and 
commercial lender, can be contacted at 565-3661. 
Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s website at www.
gulfbank.com.

Divorce at work
By Guy Williams

the anchor bolts are not installed. This occurs because 
the door deflects too much under excessive wind pres-
sure and fails. You should reinforce a double-wide ga-
rage door at its weakest points as part of your hurricane 
preparations.   

Dan Dormady, P.E. is a licensed professional en-
gineer and licensed home inspector and the president 
of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally owned 
consulting engineering firm specializing in residen-
tial and commercial building inspection services. 
Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 
Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.
net. Criterium-Dormady Engineers’ website is www.
criterium-dormady.com.

Dormady
 from previous page
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See why State Farm® insures more 
drivers than GEICO and Progressive 
combined. Great service, plus 
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, then 
talk to me.

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1001174.1

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA  70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

The Jefferson Parish Public School System Work Ready U Adult 
Education Program is offering free day and night classes. Registration 
takes place September 11 and 12, 2017. Classes begin September 13.

Classes are offered in a variety of skills, including English as a Sec-
ond Language, adult basic education, English literacy, family literacy, 
high school equivalency, career pathway, transitional skills, life skills, 
skills assessment, digital literacy, financial literacy and career aware-
ness. Online distance learning classes are also offered.

Registration for day and night classes can be done at the JPPSS 
Administration Building located at 501 Manhattan Boulevard in Harvey 
or at the Shrewsbury Adult Learning Center at 1108 Shrewsbury Road 
in Jefferson. Registration hours are 8:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Registration for night classes only can be done at the JPPSS Ad-
ministration Building and at Bonnabel Magnet Academy High School 
located at 2801 Bruin Drive, Building 100, 2nd floor, in Kenner. Registra-
tion is at 5:00 p.m.

Those enrolling should bring identification and a social security 
card to register. Call 836-3396 for more information on East Bank class-
es and 361-5493 for more information on West Bank classes. A program 
flyer in both English and Spanish is available at jpschools.org.   

JPPSS offers free adult education classes

We’ve all felt the life changing im-
pact of a teacher. Arguably the most im-
portant factor in the quality of your child’s 
education is the quality of their teacher.

We want the best for your child. Jefferson Parish, like school sys-
tems nationwide, must compete with surrounding districts for the best 
and brightest educators. Attracting highly qualified teachers is even more 
of a challenge due to a teacher shortage that’s affecting the entire nation.

Strong teachers are the blueprint to our success.
The Jefferson Parish School Board approved an action during the 

August 8, 2017, meeting that will place teacher and employee raises on 
the November 18, 2017 ballot.

Jefferson Parish citizens will vote on an 8.45 mill property tax to 
provide the pay raises. If approved by voters, all certified teachers in 
JPPSS would receive an annual salary increase of $4,000. The increase 
would rank Jefferson Parish’s starting teacher pay just above St. Charles, 

East Baton Rouge, and St. Tammany. Currently, Jefferson Parish’s starting 
teacher pay ranks below that of surrounding districts.

Parish teacher starting pay
Plaquemines: $46,300
St. Charles: $44,565

East Baton Rouge: $44,500
St. Tammany: $44,284

Acsension: $43,683
St. John Baptist: $42,818

Orleans: $41,913
Jefferson: $40,949

Along with teachers, the mills would also be dedicated to a 10 per-
cent pay raise for support staff whose position’s average annual salary 

is under $20,000. Employees whose position’s average annual salary is 
over $20,000 and are not certified teachers would receive a $3,000 pay 
increase.

Early voting for the November 18 election is November 3 through 
November 11. The deadline to register in person or by mail is October 18. I 
encourage you to make your voice heard in this upcoming election. Voting 
is just one important step. Please share this information with family and 
friends, and ask them to join you at the polls.    

Isaac G. Joseph is the first African American superintendent of the 
Jefferson Parish Public School System (JPPSS); the largest and most di-
verse school district in Louisiana serving 48,000 students. During his 30 
year career with the district, Joseph served as an educator, dean of stu-
dent services, principal, assistant superintendent of human resources 
and executive director of grants and federal programs.

School board places teacher raises on November ballot
By Isaac G. Joseph – Jefferson Parish Public School System Superintendent

It was announced that all students in the Jefferson Parish Pub-
lic School System can wear shorts to school through the beginning of 
October thanks to a vote during the August 8, 2017, Jefferson Parish 
school board meeting.

The Jefferson Parish School Board approved an agenda item 
that alters the uniform policy for students in grades six through 

12. Middle and high school students could wear knee-length shorts 
from the first day of school on August 10 until October 6. Elementary 
school students are already allowed to wear shorts under the normal 
school board dress code. 

Shorts must match the color of the school’s pants, be worn at 
the appropriate length, and may not be excessively tight or baggy. 

Students may not wear bike shorts.
The measure was taken up at the recommendation of JPPSS 

Superintendent Isaac G. Joseph due to excessive heat warnings that 
are often in effect for the region during the first months of the school 
year.   

Jefferson Parish Public School students can wear shorts until October 6

Jefferson Parish Public Schools parents will soon begin using a 
new system to access their child’s grades, attendance and other im-
portant information.

JPPSS will use the JCampus student information system begin-
ning with the 2017-2018 school year. Parents will access their child’s 
school information on JCampus’ Student Progress Center. The Stu-
dent Progress Center updates student data activity as it happens, en-
abling students and parents to track progress. Students and parents 
can catch up on homework, check discipline, get teacher comments, 
see school announcements and owed fees, as well as follow multiple 

children from one login.
The Student Progress Center will be available to parents starting 

September 25, 2017. This allows time for teachers and school staff to 
become comfortable with the new system and verify the accuracy of 
the information.

Parents do not have to go through their school to set up their 
account. A link to the Student Progress Center will be available on the 
district website (www.jpschools.org) in the footer under the “Parents” 
heading by September 25.

Parents who need information about their child before the Stu-

dent Progress Center is available on September 25 should contact 
their child’s school. Contact information on each school can be found 
online at www.jpschools.org.

JCampus is used by over 90 percent of the school systems in 
Louisiana. Because it specializes in Louisiana public school district, 
JCampus is better able to track and organize student data based on 
state standards.   

JPPSS parents will use a new system to keep up with student information

Je f fe r s o n  Pa r i s h

Offender Watch
                         The nation’s leading 
                            registered sex offender  
                                management and 
                                  community 
                                      notification tool.

http://www.jpso.com/SexOffenders.aspx
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Louisiana
Poison
Control 
Center

Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation’s 28th 
Annual Beach Sweep presented by Toyota is sched-
uled for Saturday, September 16, 2017, from 9:00 
a.m. until noon throughout the Lake 
Pontchartrain Basin. For 
nearly three decades, 
the Lake Pontchar-
train Basin Founda-
tion (LPBF) has 
locally organized 
the annual clean-
up in the basin 
as part of the In-
ternational Coastal 
Cleanup sponsored by 
Ocean Conservancy.

Volunteers should contact 
Joann Haydel, LPBF Education Coordina-
tor, at joannh@saveourlake.org. Individuals and 
groups are welcome to participate. Sponsorships 
and partnerships are still available.

So far, volunteers have signed up to work in 
Jefferson, Orleans, St. Tammany and Baton Rouge. 
More volunteers are needed. Cleaning efforts in 
Jefferson and Orleans Parishes will be in neighbor-
hoods and along the lakefront. On the north shore, 
waterways and roadways in Covington, Lacombe, 
Mandeville, Madisonville and Slidell will be in-
cluded. Following the sweep, a picnic will be held 
at LPBF’s New Canal Lighthouse to host media and 
registered volunteers. LPBF’s presenting sponsor, 

Toyota, will have vehicles on display at the picnic 
site at LPBF’s New Canal Lighthouse.

Debris that is picked up by volunteers will 
be recorded on data cards or Ocean 

Conservancy’s Clean Swell 
app by zone captains to 

quantify the amount 
of trash that is col-

lected. This data 
is gathered by 
the Lake Pon-
tchartrain Basin 

Foundation and 
then forwarded to 

Ocean Conservancy to 
be included in their mas-

ter database of marine debris for 
2017.

As the public’s independent voice, the Lake 
Pontchartrain Basin Foundation is dedicated to 
restoring and preserving the water quality, coast 
and habitats of the entire Lake Pontchartrain Ba-
sin. Through coordination of restoration activities, 
education, advocacy, monitoring of the regulatory 
process, applied science and citizen action, LPBF 
works in partnership with all segments of the com-
munity to reclaim the basin for this and future gen-
erations.

For more information or to participate con-
tact Joann Haydel, LPBF Education and Outreach 
Director, at joannh@saveourlake.org.  

Volunteers needed for September LPBF’s 28th 
“Beach Sweep” 

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads

Learn Leadership Skills

Be A Confi dent Public Speaker

Improve Profi tability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

The Executive 
Achievers Association meets 

for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Thursday, September 14 & 28
at Messina’s Catering, 

2717 Williams Blvd., Kenner

CITY OF KENNER

Important Emergency Contacts
Kenner City Hall 468-7200 LA State Trooper 471-2775

Kenner Police 712-2222 OR 911 Jeff Parish Sheriff 363-5500

Kenner Fire 467-2211 OR 911 Entergy 1-800-968-8243

Public Works 468-7515 Atmos 1-888-322-8667

Code Enforcement 468-4068 Water Dept 736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage) 468-7292 Red Cross (Local) 620-3105

HURRICANE  
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS  

CHECKLIST
Things to include in your family’s emergency readiness kit

Flashlight & extra batteries
Bottled water

First aid kit & prescription medication
Evacuation route maps

Canned food & a non-electric can opener
Special items for infants, elderly or disabled family members

Utility knife, shut off wrench & pliers
Access to battery powdered radio
Extra pair of glasses & sunglasses

Personal items
Pet food

Clothing & bedding
Car keys & keys to the place you may be going

Important papers including ID, Social Security cards,  
insurance policies, birth & marriage certificates, wills,  

deeds & copies of recent tax returns

The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library 
will hold a general meeting on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 27, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. in the meeting room at 
the East Bank Regional Library located 4747 West 
Napoleon Avenue in Metairie.

Meeting attendees will have the opportunity 
to sign up for the Big Book Sale, to be held Thurs-
day, October 19 through Sunday, October 22, 2017, 
at the Pontchartrain Center in Kenner.

The meeting’s speaker will be Carol Lynch, 
garb director for the cast of the Louisiana Renais-
sance Festival. Lynch has served in that role for sev-
eral years and has been a cast member for 12 years. 
Lynch will come dressed in her noble costume and 
will talk about men and women fashion of the Eliza-
bethan Age and what you might experience when 
you visit a Renaissance Festival. Lynch will also 

bring a man’s outfit and another woman’s outfit to 
show the audience.

Locals may remember the Renaissance Festi-
vals held at Metairie’s Lafreniere Park in the 1980s. 
The current Louisiana Renaissance Festival is held 
on 20 acres between Hammond and Covington off 
of Highway 190. It is privately owned by two fami-
lies that were, at one time, traveling performers 
at other Renaissance Festivals around the country. 
The volunteer cast entertains visitors and dem-
onstrates pre-industrial skills. This year’s Renais-
sance Festival is scheduled for November 4, 5, 11, 
12, 18, 19, 24-26 and December 2, 3, 4 and 10, 2017. 
The festival website is www.larf.net.

The meeting is free and open to the public. 
For more information call 455-2665 or email friend-
sjpl@yahoo.com.  

Library meeting will feature Renaissance 
Festival info and costumes



21         KENNER STR    SEPTEMBER 2017 

Insurance

WARREN EASTON 
Class of 1967 50th Reunion

The Class of 1967 at Warren Easton will hold its 50th reunion 
on November 11, 2017 from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. at the school auditorium, 3019 Canal Street.

ALL EAGLE ALUMNI AND FRIENDS INVITED

The price is $20.00 per person. 
It is BYOL - cups & ice provided. Entertainment by DJ Mark Sanders.

For information, call Sharon Dodd at 733.3774; Billy Wright at 338.3973; 
Jeff Lambert at 782.7611, Maureen Haney at 920.1444 or Phyllis Kenner at 712.9438

Judy Labella: (504) 416-7637
Reservations@KennerBusinessAssocation.com

Bob Rispolli (504) 453-7241
Sid Bullard: (504) 512-5664

For Luncheon Info Contact

To RSVP For Either Event Visit: www.kennerbusinessassocation.com

For Networking Info Call

New Orleans Airport South 
110 E. James Dr. St Rose, LA

“Reserve your table of 8 with your 
company name...only $350.00 TODAY”

September 27th 5:30 to 7:30pm
Bring lots of business cards!

Join KBA For
 TWO Fantastic

Events in September

Individual seating RSVP’s also available
by going to the KBA website

www.kennerbusinessassociation.com

Wine sponsored by Absolute Real Estate & The Lashover Group, LLC 
Hors d’oeuvres, snacks & sodas provided by the Holiday Inn Express

Chateau Country Club 
   3600 Chateau Blvd Kenner, LA

        September 19th / 11:30am to 1:15 pm

Don’t miss our next general membership meeting 
September 19th with our special guest speaker:

LA. Insurance Commissioner
Mr. Jim Donelon

Industry-wide rise in auto insurance rates coming
By Marie M. Clesi

The cost and 
frequency of auto 
insurance claims 
are rising. To help 
cover these costs 

and ensure you and your assets are properly 
protected, auto insurance rates are increasing 
industry-wide. Here are some of the reasons be-
hind rising car insurance premiums, along with 
what you can do to help manage your rates.
More miles driven

Lower gas prices in recent years mean many 
American families can afford to drive more. But 
increased time on the road leads to more acci-
dents and more insurance claims, and insurance 
rates are adjusting throughout the country to 
better cover these expected costs. For the safety 
of you and your family, always make sure you are 
following good driving habits. Buckle up and 
obey all traffic laws, such as speed limits, traffic 
signals and stop signs and put your smart devices 
away when you’re behind the wheel. Turn your 
phone and other smart devices off so you’re not 
tempted to glance at a notification or incoming 
call. Even a glance takes your eyes off the road 
and could lead to danger.
Distracted driving

According to a recent major insurance com-

pany survey, almost one-third of drivers access 
the Internet while driving and 10 percent record 
video with their phones. Even voice-activated car 
commands can divert cognitive abilities and at-
tention. Rethink using the phone while driving 
and don’t attempt anything else, such as eating 
or changing radio stations or podcasts. If you 
have a teen, be sure to talk with them about safe 
driving habits. The highest proportion of dis-
tracted drivers involved in fatal crashes are 15 to 
19-year-olds.
Rising repair costs

Parking sensors, lane-departure warnings 
and even stronger materials are now widely 
available on many vehicles. While those smarter 
sensors and stronger devices can help improve 
safety, they are also more expensive to repair. 
Since 2005, the cost of body work has risen near-
ly 40 percent more than overall inflation and the 
size of collision claims increased 8.2 percent 
from 2014 to 2016.
Ways to manage the rate increase

Check with your automobile insurance 
agent about possible ways to save on your bill.

Take advantage of any applicable discounts, 
such as multiple lines discounts, good student 
discounts and AARP auto insurance discounts 
for those over 50.

Evaluate how increasing your deductible 
would reduce your monthly premium.

Consider taking a defensive driving course 
or decreasing coverage on older vehicles.  

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi 
Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident 
and a select State Farm agent, is a Chartered 
Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) pro-
viding auto, home, renters, life and health in-
surance along with financial services. Clesi’s of-

fice is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 
7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421 
or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s 
website at www.marieclesi.net. Neither State 
Farm™ nor its agents provide tax or legal ad-
vice.
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Depending on 
the type of vehicle 
you have, the recom-
mended intervals for 

changing brake fluid can vary from as often as every 
two years to never.

As an example, Honda recommends a brake 
fluid change every three years regardless of a vehicle’s 
mileage. But Chevrolet says to change the brake fluid 
on most models every 45,000 miles. Mercedes-Benz 
typically calls for fresh fluid every two years or 20,000 
miles but Volkswagens recommend the interval to 
be three years. There are no recommendations for 

replacing brake fluid on Ford Escapes, Hyundai El-
antras, Toyota Camrys and other models, only instruc-
tions to inspect it periodically.

So, this leaves it up to the owner to consult what 
the manufacturer says in their car’s maintenance 
schedule and rely on the advice of a trusted repair 
shop.

Brake fluid lives in a sealed system and can sur-
vive for years, but moisture from the surrounding air 
can work its way in through hoses and other parts of 
the brake system. Water in the brake lines lowers the 
boiling point of the fluid, so stopping ability can dimin-
ish in hard stops as heat in the system increases. In 
addition, over time the moisture can cause internal 

corrosion in the brake lines, calipers, the master cyl-
inder and other components.

Flushing and replacing brake fluid might cost 
$100 or less on many vehicles, but replacing rusted 
brake lines and other parts can run several hundreds 
of dollars, so clearly there is incentive to keep up with 
maintenance.

It’s wise to have the brake fluid inspected and 
perhaps tested for moisture content every few years 
and no more than every five if you live in a high-hu-
midity area.

You could tell it’s time for a change by looking to 
see if the fluid is still fresh. Brake fluid is often light 
brown in color, but in some vehicles it is clear, at least 

when new, and will darken with age, becoming murky 
from water contamination. A better way is to have it 
tested by a professional for moisture and see what 
they recommend.

Brake fluid is as vital to stopping a vehicle as 
engine oil is to keeping it going, but it doesn’t get as 
much attention as it deserves.   

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire and 
Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated full-ser-
vice tire and automotive shop, located at 4200 Williams 
Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
on Monday through Friday and 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. on 
Saturday. Scotty’s website is www.scottystireauto.com.

Do you know how often a vehicle’s brake fluid should be changed?
By Scott Zimmerman

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate 
Title Transfers 
Refinances

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages 
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Expert closing assistance – In operation over 20 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this

We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie • 830-7979 • FAX 831-2609
Randy Lovitt

Century Title_0515.indd   1 4/26/15   6:13 PM

WHAT CAN BE RECYCLED?
– PAPER PRODUCTS –

Office paper

Newspaper, including color inserts

Magazines & catalogs

Junk mail & telephone books

Paperboard boxes, including cereal boxes, freezer food boxes

12 pack soft drink boxes & other food/snack boxes

Other corrugated cardboard

– METAL PRODUCTS –

Aluminum cans, steel & ferrous metal food containers & lids

– PLASTIC PRODUCTS –

Plastic food & beverage containers coded 1 through 7,  

which includes plastic bags, plastic pots from nurseries,  

waxed juice & milk cartons

Essentially everything constructed out of plastic  

should be marked with one of the codes shown below

IMPORTANT 
WEATHER-RELATED UPDATES

IMMEDIATELY POSTED ON 
CITY’S WEBSITE

 www.kenner.la.us
 and on Kenner’s Facebook page
 https://www.facebook.com/officialcityofkennergovernment
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Community

Submit an anonymous tip  
directly to the Kenner Police  
Department about Criminal / 
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject, 
or Other Types of Suspicious 
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.com

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm

Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for  To Go Orders!

Burger Specials 
(Chateau Blvd. location only)

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger 

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger 
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger 
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss Burger
All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

ChateauCafe_1113.indd   1 10/25/13   9:18 PM

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
•  Admiralty & 

Maritime
• Traffi c Tickets
• Notary Public

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney, 
Tiffany Callaghan - Offi ce Manager/Paralegal, 

Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant, 
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062
Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

Field at Susan Park named for longtime 
supervisor and coach, “Bob” Clavin

Family and friends of Robert “Bob” Clavin stand in front of the field 
at Kenner’s Susan Park Playground that was named in honor of the 
longtime playground supervisor and coach on August 22, 2017. Clavin, 
who worked for Kenner for 29 years and passed away in 2012 was 
known to all as “Coach Bob.”   

Advertise in the

468-9125
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Latin American News

3409 Williams Blvd.

We Shop For You!
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Homeowners insurance provides  
coverage for your home and personal  
belongings. Liability coverage is another  
critical component.

 Single Family Homes  Condominiums 

 Rental Properties   Much More

www.guffeyinsurance.netSINCE 1987

467-0800
PROUDLY 

REPRESENTING

Guffey_0516.indd   1 4/23/16   7:26 PM

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001

Cell 504.250.1610

Office 504.883.5252

Fax 504.883.5172

dkorn504@gmail.com

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

®

SELA

®

55 Gruner Road • Metairie
$234,900

Metairie • 4717 BURKE Drive
$329,000

SOLD!

SOLD!

2396 St. Thomas Street
New Orleans

$799,900

SALE PENDING

Hispanic Heritage Month begins    
By Rafael E. Saddy

Each year, Amer-
icans observe National 
Hispanic Heritage 
Month from Septem-
ber 15 to October 15, 

by celebrating the histories, cultures and contribu-
tions of American citizens whose ancestors came 
from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean and Central and 
South America.

The observation started in 1968 as Hispanic 
Heritage Week under President Lyndon Johnson and 
was expanded by President Ronald Reagan in 1988 to 
cover a 30-day period starting on September 15 and 
ending on October 15. It was enacted into law on Au-
gust 17, 1988, on the approval of Public Law 100-402.

The day of September 15 is significant because 
it is the anniversary of independence for Latin Ameri-
can countries Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras and Nicaragua. In addition, Mexico and 
Chile celebrate their independence days on Septem-
ber 16 and September 18, respectively. Also, Colum-
bus Day, or Día de la Raza, which is October 12, falls 
within this 30 day period.

The term “Hispanic” originally denoted a rela-

tionship to Hispania, more commonly known as Por-
tugal and Spain, and the people colonized by those 
two countries.

The term Hispanic was first adopted by the 
United States government in the early 1970s, and 
has since been used in local and federal employ-
ment, mass media, academia and business market 
research. It has been used in the U.S. Census since 
1980. Because of the popularity of “Latino” in the 
western portion of the United States, the government 
adopted this term as well in 1997 and used it in the 
2000 census.

The terms Hispanic and Latino tend to be used 
interchangeably in the United States for people with 
origins in Spanish-speaking or Portuguese-speaking 
countries, like Mexico, Costa Rica and Brazil. Con-
trary to many beliefs, Hispanic is not a race, but an 
ethnicity.

An interesting fact is that there are 1.1 million 
Hispanic veterans of the U.S. armed forces.

Hispanics have always had a strong influence 
in Louisiana starting when it was a Spanish colony in 
1762 until it was turned over to the French in 1802. 
Since 1812, when Louisiana became a state, Hispan-

ics have continued to influence and contribute to the 
growth and wellbeing of Louisiana. This is especially 
true in Kenner, where the celebration of Hispanic 
Heritage Month takes on an even greater meaning 
because of the size of the Hispanic community, its 
growth and contribution to its economy and the shar-
ing of its rich culture with all communities.

Hispanic Heritage Month festivities and pre-
sentations are taking place all over the greater New 
Orleans and River Region area. Most of the organizers 
extend an invitation to everyone to join in the festivi-
ties and family events with free admission. For more 
information you can call 464-4619.
Community announcements

My dear friend and colleague, David Montes de 
Oca Garcia, aged 36, was called to his eternal home 
on August 1, 2017. David was born December 2, 1980, 
raised in Mexico City and moved to New Orleans in 
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. David came 
to New Orleans to start a better life for him and his 
family. Anyone who knew David would tell you whole 
heartedly that he did succeed in his quest. David was 
a successful chef and opened the well-known Taque-
ria Chilangos Restaurant in Kenner. He has many 
achievements and accolades, but he was most proud 
of his family and being a father.

John 11:25, “Jesus said to her, “I am the resur-
rection and the life; he who believes in me will live 
even if he dies.”

For now we ask Almighty God to grant eternal 
rest to David next to Jesus our Savior.

And so it shall be...
Sept. 9 – Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner pres-

ents its 2017 Health Fair from 9:00 a.m. until noon 

at 200 West Esplanade in the Atrium. RSVP preferred 
but not needed. Call 468-8012.

Sept. 22 – Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
presents 2016 Excelencia Gala at the J.W. Marriott. 
For information call 885-4262.

Sept. 30 – 11th annual Housing and Health 
Fair at Dillard University. For information call 473-
1141.

Sept. 30 - Oct. 7 – Cervantes Foundation pres-
ents multi-day festival Que Pasa Fest. Events each 
day at different venues ending at Lafreniere Park on 
October 6 & 7. For information call 615-9070 or visit 
www.quepasafest.com.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center 
offers various programs as well as access to informa-
tion and referrals for all sorts of issues. For informa-
tion call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable chan-
nel 76 or U-verse channel 99) has Hispanic TV pro-
grams every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 
8:00 p.m. For more information and program sched-
ule, go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner 
TV logo or go to the Kenner TV Face book/You Tube 
page.

I leave you with this thought. “No particular 
race is the enemy. Ignorance is the enemy.”   

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations offi-
cer for the Latin American Civic Association of 
Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the governing 
board of directors of Ochsner Medical Center-
Kenner. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. 
Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284, 
Kenner, LA 70064-0284. 
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Entertainment
Treasure Chest celebrates 23 
Years with a new buffet
By Randy Bruns – Treasure Chest Casino Food and 
Beverage Director

Usually this space is reserved for our general 
manager, Mike Garms, or marketing director, Rod-
ney Miller, to tell you all about the great events and 
chances to win this month here at your neighbor-
hood casino. And rest assured, with Treasure Chest 
celebrating 23 years here on the banks of Lake Pon-
tchartrain, you can bet we’ve got 
that covered. But as food 
and beverage direc-
tor, I couldn’t help 
but elbow my way 
into this spot to 
introduce an excit-
ing change to kick off our 
24th year.

You may have noticed signs up around our old 
Treasure Island Buffet begging your pardon for the 
construction going on and directing you elsewhere 
for our buffet. Lots of people have speculated as to 
how Treasure Island Buffet will look once we’re done 
remodeling. The answer is…it’s completely gone. 
Treasure Island Buffet is no more. Adios. Good-bye! 
I’m proud to introduce to the neighborhood, open-
ing August 30…the brand new Vista Buffet! We will 
be keeping all your favorites while adding a few sur-
prises – all offered up in a totally fresh and relaxing 
new buffet.

Vista Buffet offers a casual setting to give you 
a break from the casino action and fuel up before 
getting back in the game. Our executive chef, Hoyce 

Oatis and his team are constantly cooking up all you 
can eat of all your local favorites including the best in 
Cajun classics, the heartiest comfort foods, as well as 

“Seafood Nights,” featuring snow crab legs on Wednes-
days, Fridays and Saturdays! And I can’t forget to 
mention the view that inspired our new buffet’s name. 

Vista Buffet offers all this 
and more with a 

tranquil view 
overlooking 
the vistas of 
Lake Pon-

tchartrain.
Is your 

mouth watering, yet? Get 
yourself to Vista Buffet as we celebrate 23 

years and as we always say, we’ll see you on the lake!
As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 

21 or older to enter the casino and become a B Con-
nected member. Membership is free and rules and 
restrictions apply.    

Randy Bruns is the Treasure Chest Ca-
sino Food and Beverage Director. Treasure 
Chest Casino is located at 5050 Williams 
Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain. 
Visit the website at www.treasurechestcasino.
com or call 443-8000. 

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight:  
A.C. ALEXANDER ELEMENTARY

A.C. Alexander Elementary is a high achieving school where all 
children can succeed. Alexander Elementary, which earned a B 
on its most recent state report card, offers a safe and rigorous 
learning environment for a diverse population of students in 
grades pre-K though 5. The students of Alexander Elementary 
are provided with the knowledge to become successful and 
active community members as a result of the engaging 
methods of its certified teachers.

Alexander believes in educating the whole child. Students 
are provided with the latest technology such as interactive 
white boards, a computer lab, and the iReady individualized 
learning program. Students are also exposed to diverse 
lessons and the Healthy Choice Lifestyles physical education 
program.  Our English Language Learners are taught by 
certified bilingual ESL teachers.  Faculty and staff strive to 

make learning fun and engaging for all students by providing them with the educational tools 
beneficial to becoming lifelong learners.

The principal of A.C. Alexander Elementary is Leslie 
Harrison and the assistant principal is Corinna Cannon. 
Alexander Elementary is represented on the Jefferson 
Parish School Board by District IX member Sandy 
Denapolis-Bosarge. Alexander Elementary is located at 
600 W. Esplanade Ave. in Kenner. For more information, 
call 504-469-7326 or visit Alexander.jpschools.org. 

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates 

Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle, 

Schneckenburger Elementary, Washington Montessori, G. T. Woods Elementary

EXPIRES
9/31/17

PURCHASE OF $500 OR MOREPURCHASE OF $400 OR MORE
Must be presented at time of purchase, tire purchases must include nitrogen 

and road hazard protection plan, gift certifi cates excluded

★ OPEN SATURDAYS!  ★  8:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. ★
Tires • Alignments

Balancing • Oil Changes 
Shocks • Air Conditioner 

Work Struts • Brake Service 
Batteries • Belts • Hoses

 Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Friday

8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SATURDAYS

www.scottystireandauto.com

KICK OFF SPECIAL

Free live entertainment returns to Treasure 
Chest in September

Treasure Chest Casino offers free live enter-
tainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. 
Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 
5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is 
open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from 
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. 

The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the 
casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, 
for more information.

Below is a list of entertainment with sched-
ule and times subject to change.   

Fri., September 1
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Will Cooper & Southern

Sat., September 2
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Flipside

Sun., September 3
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., September 6
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire 

Thurs., September 7
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Seabrook

Fri., September 8
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Escalade Show  
& Dance Band

Sat., September 9
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Good Feelin Band

Sun., September 10
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., September 13
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., September 14
Closed Private Party

Fri., September 15
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Witness

Sat., September 16
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

The Wiseguys

Sun., September 17
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show 

Wed., September 20
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., September 21
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Top Cats

Fri., September 22
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Burger N Fries

Sat., September 23
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Cullen Landry & The 
Midnight Streetcar

Sun., September 24
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show 

Wed., September 27
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., September 28
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

The David Jesus Band

Fri., September 29
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

The Regulators

Sat., September 30
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

New Suit
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Pavilion
 from page 1

corporation, have promised to restore the shop-
ping center to first-class status.

Bullard was hired at the end of June 2017 and 
said no leases have been signed yet, but he is very 
optimistic about many serious interested parties 
and future signings. “Although there seems like not 
much is going on with the outside, behind the scenes 
there are a lot of negotiations and talks with possible 
tenants on a daily basis,” said Bullard. “We are in 
talks with eight entities right now.”

Bullard said nothing is final until the entities 
sign on the dotted line of the lease and there are 
many steps to get to that point. “There are inspec-
tions, zonings and financing, among other things, to 
be considered in the steps to finalize a lease,” said 
Bullard. “With major corporations, as well as local 
chains, it is a long process of negotiations and noth-
ing happens overnight.”

A letter of intent has been accepted by both 
parties for The Pavilion Event Center and Bullard is 
in the process of preparing the lease document. It is 
expected to open on October 1, 2017, and is currently 
taking reservations.

Go Burgers has signed a letter of intent which 
has been accepted by both parties and a lease is be-
ing prepared. Another restaurant is in the negotia-
tion stage to become a tenant. A hair salon is also in 
the negotiation stages with Bullard who also says he 
is in the preliminary stage of negotiations with gro-
cery stores looking at leasing 40,000 square feet in 
the old Rouse’s space. “These corporations expect 
confidentiality while we are in negotiations,” said 
Bullard. “And sometimes even after leases are final-
ized we are not permitted to release tenant names 
until the new tenants are ready to do so.”

Bullard said there are many possible uses for 
the old movie theater and his company is aggres-
sively marketing the site but he said they want to 
make use of its full potential by adding a worthwhile 
business to the area.

“Mayor Ben Zahn has been extremely helpful 
in directing potential tenants to the property,” said 
Bullard.

“I am extremely pleased with the progress that 
has been made by Mr. Bullard since late June,” said 
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn. “And also, under my su-
pervision, I have asked our Kenner Inspections and 
Code Enforcement Director Rick Walther to work on 
an ordinance that will penalize owners who fail to 

maintain or attempt to lease their property which 
keeps it from commerce and in disrepair. I appreci-
ate everyone’s cooperation as we continue to moni-
tor the progress and future of the Pavilion Shopping 
Center. This strip center has been unaddressed for 
more than 10 years, but in less than 10 months, we 
have addressed the center and are moving in a posi-
tive direction. It will take a bit, but I am confident 
good things are near.”

Over the last ten years, the Pavilion Shopping 
Center, located at the corner of West Esplanade 
Avenue and Chateau Boulevard in Kenner, has lost 
almost all its tenants having 21 vacant units and its 
owners have let the center deteriorate greatly. In 
April 2017, Kenner Inspections and Code Enforce-
ment Department wrote up over 80 code violations 
and Kenner Mayor Zahn demanded a meeting with 
management threatening to seek a demolition or-

der for the Pavilion, with the assistance of Kenner 
District 4 Councilman Leonard Cline. The owners 
have also paid fines in city court for violations in 
non-compliance and city spokesmen say Kenner’s 
Inspections and Code Enforcement Department 
have released the shopping center from all their 
code violations.

“People have to understand that faded paint 
and having vacant spaces are not code violations,” 
said Bullard. “As leases are signed, the owners will 
have a better handle on how to enhance the overall 
exterior appearance of the shopping center, catering 
to the tenants that come in and that is when we will 
see improvements to the outside of the shopping 
center.”

Bullard encourages anyone who is interested 
in becoming a tenant to please contact his Absolute 
Real Estate office for details at 305-0023.”  

Landscaping & Design,  

Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,

Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal 

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation 

Systems, Fountains, Grading,  

Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial

Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd   1 2/22/13   9:36 PM

Kenner Police Department

Drug Tip 
Hotline

466-3073

Photo by CaptureStudioNola.com
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455-2355

bELLCO ELECTRiC
Residential • Commercial

over
30 Years

experience

No Job Too Small - We Do all!
METAiRiE KENNER N.O. AREA

LICENSED ¥ BONDED ¥ INSURED

L
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 #
28

61
3

OWNER RONNIE BELLACI 

24-hour electricAl service
7 Days A Week

We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE

BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE

LICENSED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED      OWNER RONNIE BELLACI

Advertise in the
 KENNER STHR • 468-9125

“The man who stops 
advertising to save

 money is like  
the man who  

stops the clock  
to save time.”

—Thomas Jefferson

 First regular season game - Mon. Sept. 11. 
First LSU game - Sept. 2. First NFL regular season - Thursday, Sept. 7.

WE HAVE YOU COVERED THURSDAY-MONDAY FOR FOOTBALL. 

Come watch 
your football at 
Stepbrothers. 
Nobody does it 
better than us!

 First regular season game - Mon. Sept. 11. 

We are the place 
to watch LSU & 
Saints games 
on our 19 TVs. 
Not a bad seat 
in the house.

 First regular season game - Mon. Sept. 11. 

Beer bucket specials, great 
food & special giveaways 
throughout the season. DJ 
before, during & after the 
game. NFL Ticket. WIFI.

 First regular season game - Mon. Sept. 11. 

Come early on Sunday 
for our Bloody Mary 
Specials & pregame 

shows on so you 
can make sure your 
Fantasy Team lineup 
is the best it can be.

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!

OPEN 11 am - 4 am

Come early on Sunday 
4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

Come early on Sunday 
4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

Jefferson Parish flood insurance rates have 
used the same maps for the past 22 years. These 
newly finalized maps demonstrate a reduced flood 
risk for many areas within Jefferson Parish due to 
the use of best available data including ground 
elevation, upgrades to drainage canals and pump 
stations, as well as account for the accredited le-
vee system.

The following is a comparison from the 1995 
and 2018 maps:

• Greater than 60,000 parcels decrease in the 
Base Flood Elevation – creating the potential for 
flood insurance rate savings when a property is 
rated based on risk.

• Greater than 40,000 parcels have a zone 
change from AE (high risk) to X (reduced risk), 
resulting in a total of greater than 90,000 parcels 
located in Zone X.

• A small number of parcels have either an in-
crease in Base Flood Elevation or have a change to 
a higher risk flood zone from X to AE.

• Drainage projects are underway that will 

benefit these impacted areas. Staff is working with 
FEMA to develop a process to amend the maps once 
drainage improvement projects are complete.

Jefferson Parish recommends all property own-
ers purchase flood insurance. Flooding can happen 
in any flood zone. Facts show individuals in Zone 
X file more than 20 percent of all flood insurance 
claims and receive one-third of federal disaster as-
sistance for flooding. Flood insurance is federally re-
quired for mortgage holders living in Zone AE areas.

For properties moving from a Zone X (low 
risk) to Zone AE (high risk), the National Flood In-

surance Program’s grandfathering rules recognize 
policyholders who have maintained continuous 
flood insurance coverage. Policyholders can benefit 
by continuing to use the previous X zone designation 
for their insurance rating under the newly mapped 
procedures. Purchasing a flood insurance policy now 
or maintaining flood insurance may increase the 
chance of grandfathering when this new map goes 
into effect. An insurance agent can help determine 
the lowest-cost option for your specific property.  

FEMA
 from page 1

other capital improvements, have been paid for 
by Treasure Chest Casino monies benefitting all 
five council districts, contributing to a major part 
of infrastructure improvement in the city over 
the last two years.

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said, “We are proud 
to have had the Treasure Chest casino as a mem-
ber of our community for 23 years. The Treasure 
Chest has been a fantastic neighbor to all of Ken-
ner, helping our police department and providing 
capital improvements to our city. Treasure Chest 
officials never say ‘no’ to requests, providing im-
portant constituent benefits throughout Kenner. 
I am proud and happy to acknowledge our Trea-
sure Chest family as a true supporter of the city of 
Kenner and offer our thanks for the many things 
the Treasure Chest does for the both the city and 
the surrounding area.”

Rodney Miller, marketing director of the 
Treasure Chest, is a native of the New Orleans 
area and has worked for Treasure Chest and par-
ent company, Boyd Gaming, since 2002. “Septem-
ber is always a special month for us as we cel-
ebrate the community for its support throughout 
the years,” said Miller. “We are celebrating 23 
years because of that support and loyalty of the 
surrounding community and we are very thankful 
and lucky to be located in the city of Kenner and 
be a part of such a great community.”

Treasure Chest Casino is located in La-
ketown at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. 
The casino is open 24 hours on Friday and Sat-
urday and from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 a.m. Sunday 
through Thursday. The casino’s phone number is 
443-8000 and the website is www.treasurechest-
casino.com.  

Treasure Chest
 from page 1
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