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Ben Zahn wins full term as Kenner mayor

Photo by Eric Miller

On March 24, 2018, Ben Zahn, the incumbent,
won a full four-year term to serve as Kenner mayor.
Challenging Zahn in the race for mayor were
Albert “Al” Morella and Dona R. Reynaud.
In unofficial returns, Zahn received 8,602
votes getting 80 percent of the total vote. Reynaud
garnered 1,130 votes with 11 percent of and Morella
received nine percent with 969 total votes. Voter
turnout was 27.9 percent with 10,701 of 38,309
qualified registered voters going to the polls.
‘I appreciate the overwhelming support of
Kenner voters,” said Mayor Zahn. “We will live up
to your expectations and continue to build a better
Kenner for all of our citizens.”

Zahn was first elected mayor in November
2016 while serving his second term as Jefferson
Parish District 4 Councilman and took office
in January 2017 to fulfill the unexpired term of
Michael Yenni, which will end June 30, 2018. Yenni
vacated the mayor’s seat when he was elected
Jefferson Parish president and took his parish
office in January 2017. Zahn’s first four-year term
will start July 1, 2018.
Prior to being elected to his first term on the
Jefferson Parish Council in October 2011, Zahn
served as Kenner District 3 Councilman in 2006
and was reelected in 2010 before moving to the
parish council seat in 2015.

Carroll and
Weathersby in runoff
for Kenner City
Council District 1 seat

Three new council
members elected to
Kenner City Council

DISTRICT 1

AT-LARGE DISTRICT 3 DISTRICT 4

Kristi McKinney
Gregory W. Carroll

David Weathersby

Incumbent Gregory W. Carroll was in the race
against newcomers “Jackie” Brown-Cockerham
and David Weathersby for the Kenner City Council
District 1 seat in the March 24, 2018 election.
With 1,233 of 6,267 eligible voters going to the
polls, unofficial returns show Carroll received 543
votes at 44 percent and Weathersby got 37 percent
of the vote with 451 votes. Carroll and Weathersby
will face off in a runoff election on Saturday, April
28, 2018. Brown-Cockerham received 239 votes at
19 percent. Voter turnout was 19.7 percent.
Carroll was elected to finish the unexpired
term of Marc Johnson in 2009 and was reelected to
full terms in 2010 and 2014. Kenner has a two-term
council limit but if a candidate submits a petition
page 23

Glenn Hayes, Sr.

George Branigan

On March 24, 2018, Kenner voters went to
the polls and elected three new council members
to the Kenner City Council to four-year terms that
will begin July 1, 2018. In January, two incumbent
council members, Kenner District B Councilmanat-large Tom Willmott and Kenner District 2
Councilman Michael Sigur were elected unopposed
along with newcomer Kenner District 5 Councilman
Brian Brennan.
Kenner Council-at-large, Division A
Newcomer Kristi McKinney defeated
incumbent Maria DeFrancesch, who has served as
district and councilwoman at large on the Kenner
Council for the past 12 years.
In unofficial returns, McKinney won
54 percent of the vote garnering 5,652 votes.
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Kenner receives more than $148,000 from
Jefferson Parish
By Allan Katz
The city of Kenner received nearly
$120,000 on March 8, 2018, from Jefferson
Parish officials to make improvements at
Kenner City Park and to benefit Kenner’s
Emergency Management Department.
In addition, Jefferson Parish council
members Dominick Impastato and Mark Spears, who
both represent the city, each contributed $15,000 to
the Italian Heritage Festival.
A check for $100,000 is earmarked to replace
and upgrade the lighting in the Kenner City Park Pa-

vilion parking lot. In addition, some of that money also
will be used for sheet piling to shore up the lagoon in
the park. Impastato and Spears said they hoped the
money for the annual Italian Heritage Festival would
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Kenner Business Association donates $4,500
to Kenner Fire Department
On February 22, 2018, the Kenner
Business Association donated $4,500 to
the Kenner Fire Department to purchase
about 100 gear bags for firefighters. Kenner Business Association President Ann
Branigan said, “The fire department was
chosen as one of two charities to receive
money from the group’s annual holiday
party.” In all, the KBA gave more than
page 23

Homeland Security training held in Kenner
last month
Kenner moves forward in our vision, this three-day
training was the first-of-its-kind hosted by the city
The Kenner Office of Emergency Management
hosted a three-day regional federal training conference in early February 2018 at the Kenner Emergency Operations Center that culminated with national
drone experts providing federal stakeholders and
Kenner key staff members with Unmanned Aircraft
Systems (“UAS”) training.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn welcomed the new
training partnership with federal agencies. “As

CENTER PULL OUT SECTION

Kenner Parks and
Recreation
2018 Summer
Leisure Service
Programs

KPRD Summer Day Camp
Camp @ Butch Duhe Gym: Ages 3-12
Camp @ Woodlake Gym: Ages 4-12

9:00 a.m.— 3:00 p.m.

May 29th—August 3rd: $80.00 per week
Before Care: Included

After care: $12.00 per week
(3:00 p.m.— 6:00 p.m.)







Sibling discounts available

Online payments or In-House money orders

Registration for all programs at Kenner.recdesk.com


Call 468-7268 for more information

CENTER PULL OUT SECTION

of Kenner with homeland security and transportation partners. We work and train together regularly,
including our teams in emergency management, law
enforcement, fire, public works and others.”
Mayor Zahn said, “There are many opportunities available for Kenner: It’s important that we utilize this technology responsibly to make government
more efficient for the community.”
page 22

Lopinto wins race
for Jefferson Parish
Sheriff
Voters elected Joseph
Lopinto III as Jefferson
Parish Sheriff on March 24,
2018, in a special election
race against John Fortunato called to fulfill former Joseph Lopinto, III
sheriff Newell Normand’s
unexpired term. Normand vacated the position
by retiring August 31, 2017, after 10 years in office.
Lopinto was appointed by Normand to be interim
page 22
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2018
FREE LIVE MUSIC
EVERY FRIDAY

6:30-9:30 in Kenner’s Heritage Park

May 4 - 90 Degrees West
May 11 - David Batiste &
The Gladiators
May 18 - No Idea
May 25 - Weathered
NO OUTSIDE FOOD OR DRINK

468-7231

LA SALLE’S LANDING LEVEE IN RIVERTOWN
OPEN EVERY
SATURDAY

FREE PARKING
AND ADMISSION

from 9AM - 1PM

Fresh fruits, vegetables, local honey, jams, jellies,
Italian cookies, handcrafted items and more!
To become a vendor or for more information call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 468-7231

Fright Light

Saturday, Oct. 1 only - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 50 minutes

There are no tricks, but plenty of treats in this “frightfully” entertaining laser light show!
www.Facebook.com/RivertownFarmersMarket
Back by popular
demand, Fright Light is a “monster” of a show and promises to thrill
audiences of all ages with a medley of fun Halloween themed tunes and laser animations. Musical selections
include Thriller, Monster Mash, Men in Black, Purple People Eater, and Iron Man among many others.

AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

one world one sky: Big Bird’s

Adventure

Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big Dipper, the
North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to the moon and discover
how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even though friends may live in different
countries, we all share the same sky!

FREE OUTDOOR MOVIES
EVERY SATURDAY

Flying Monsters

Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes
National Geographic Entertainment’s Flying Monsters sets out to uncover the truth about
the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a wingspan of approximately 40 feet and equal
to that of a modern-day jet plane. Flying Monsters features one of the greatest mysteries
in paleontology: how and why did pterosaurs fly? How did creatures the size of giraffes
defy gravity and soar through prehistoric skies?

laseropolis

Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 50 minutes
Experience how music affects your mood in this laser show filled with vibrant forms and stimulating color! With songs
from the 70’s, 80’s, and beyond, Laser Opolis is packed with hit after chart topping hit. Featured artists include Creed,
Nirvana, No Doubt, REM, and many more. Among the selections are Torn, Smells like Teen Spirit, Spiderwebs, and End
of the World.

Dream to Fly

MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY

5
12
19
26

-

COCO
CARS 3
DESPICABLE ME 3
EMOJI MOVIE

Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes
Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical dragon flights
thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. Leonardo da
Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned
to look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas
about flight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient impulse that has
taken us from the ground to the stars.

magic tree house: space mission
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 30 minutes
Based on the beloved Magic Tree House book series, Magic Tree House Space Mission launches the
intrepid Jack and Annie on a funfilled journey to discover the secrets of the Sun, Moon, planets, space
travel and more. Aligned with early elementary information skillslearning objectives, this beautifully
produced show is a winner with Magic Tree House fans of all ages.

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY ★ Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show ★ Children/Seniors, $5 per show ★ Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us
N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes How many planets are there in our solar system?
Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten, or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of
objects that populate our solar system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and
then step back to look at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

show schedule subject to change
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Pain Management
Treatments Get
You Back to
Doing What
You Love

Bar
!
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Sunday
specials
on gallons

$19
Daily lunch specials!
Happy Hour
MON-FRI 11 AM TO 6 PM
Daiquiri Run on 61
266-2472
4337 Airline Drive
Metairie

At Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner, our medical
experts understand the vital role pain management plays
in the healing process while living with illness or injury.
With today’s treatments, most pain – regardless of type
and amount – can be controlled.

www.chateaucafe.com

Burger Specials

Our specialized team treats a broad range of
pain, including:

(Chateau Blvd. location only)

Low back pain
from injury

•

Back pain after surgery

•

Herniated discs

•

Neck pain from injury

•

Chronic headaches

•

Sports-related injury

•

Arthritis

•

Cancer-related injury

•

Fibromyalgia

•

Work-related injury

•

And more

•

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger
Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger
Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger

Avocado Swiss Burger

Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm
Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for To Go Orders!
ChateauCafe_1113.indd 1

10/25/13 9:18 PM

Visit ochsner.org/appointments or
call 504-464-8588 to schedule an
appointment with one of our specialists.
200 W. Esplanade Ave ❘ Kenner, LA 70065
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OPENING SEPTEMBER 1

5590 Canal Blvd.
5590 Canal Blvd., New Orleans, LA 70124

New Orleans, LA 70124

join the email list:
lovittlife.com
& Instagram (put icons instead of
join the emailFacebook
list:
naming them): @purefitnessandyoga
lovittlife.com
purefitnessnola

@purefitnessandyoga

nce & patience.

patience.

purefitnessyoga@gmail.com
purefi
tnessyoga@gmail.com

mattlovitt
purefitnessnola

@trainerlovitt
mattlovitt

www.purefitnessandyoga.com
www.purefitnessandyoga.com

YOGA. HIIT. FITNESS.

Classes:

@trainerlovitt
trainerlovitt

Pre-Opening Special
10 classes for $100 or 4 months unlimited for
trainerlovitt
$400
Offer valid through September 30.

•Early Morning
•Evening

New Member Special: Attend all the classes you
want for a 10 day period $40
No sign up fee!
Sign up using the MindBody app.

Where people get stronger, lives
get longer & dreams come true.

NO SIGN UP FEE!
Sign up using the MindBody app.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR THE MINDBODY APP FOR SCHEDULE AND PRICING.
MATT LOVITT
Personal Trainer
> One-on-one personal training in a PRIVATE facility.
> Comprehensive one-on-one evaluation including movement screening,
diet, and lifestyle analysis. You will leave with a comprehensive customized
program designed to ﬁt your goals.
> Early morning & after work appointments available
701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105 | Metairie LA 70005 | 504.615.8164 | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

See website for bio, classes & more info

Lovittlife.com
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Give your family
Peace Of Mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a
calm and rational atmosphere

Call Today: 466-8577

64,000 jobs. $6.4 billion in local spending.

1 powerful economic engine.

Recipe Corner

ITALIAN PASTA SOUP
By foodieforone.com

Feed a hungry Jazz Fest crowd this satisfying soup after a long,
sunshine-filled day at the Fair Grounds!
INGREDIENTS
2 teaspoons Italian Seasoning
1 teaspoon pepper
2 tablespoons beef bouillon
3 teaspoons onion powder
1/2 teaspoon sugar
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I
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www.flymsy.com
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The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions
are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe
directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.
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DIRECTIONS
Bring 8 cups of water and the diced tomatoes to a boil. At boiling
point, reduce to simmer and add seasonings, pasta and meatballs.
Simmer uncovered for 15 minutes or until pasta is tender. Sprinkle
with fresh grated Parmesan cheese. Serve with heated bread and
butter and enjoy!

RONG NE

IN

2 1/2 cups frozen cocktail meatballs, thawed and browned

The new Armstrong International.
Where New Orleans takes flight.
Arriving 2019.

ST

RM

O

1 can diced Italian seasoned tomatoes or use 2 cups fresh tomatoes

A

2 1/2 cups rotini or ziti noodles

RP

@MSYAirport
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from The Editor

Kenner’s 163rd birthday comes at a time when there is much to celebrate
By Allan Katz
Happy birthday,
city of Kenner. Your
163rd birthday comes
at a time when a fine
celebration is in order. Kenner is one of the safest
communities of its size in the region. The economy is
moving along nicely and growing. City government is
efficient and effective. The $1 billion airport terminal
now under construction should be a catalyst for more
growth. There is no such thing as urban perfection but
the outlook for Kenner is just about as good as it gets.
The village of Kenner (or Kennerville) was officially founded in 1855 but in terms of colonization and
development, its history goes back much before that.
In 1699, the French explorer Sieur Iberville sailed
from the mouth of the Mississippi River to the point
where Kenner would one day be located. He tried to
explore the land but found the proliferation of wild
canes that lined the banks of the river made progress
impossible. He said it was an “intractable country.”
Nineteen years later, in 1718, his brother, Jean-Baptiste Bienville, founded New Orleans where the Vieux
Carre is located today.

During the colonial period, Louisiana was ruled
by the French, the Spanish and then the French again
prior to the Louisiana Purchase in 1803 that brought
the Americans to south Louisiana. At that point, the
land that would become Kenner was occupied by
three plantations owned by the Kenner family. William Kenner, a Virginian of Scotch-Irish descent, was
a shrewd progressive businessman for his time.
With the coming of the railroads in the 1850s
the village of Kennerville was officially founded in
1855. It was a prosperous place. The soil was rich and
fertile. The sugar cane, indigo, wheat, beans and corn
produced by the Kennerville plantations was considered the best in the region. Much of the produce went
to New Orleans’ French Market. The rest was shipped
by railroad to other southern cities, the Northeast and
Midwest.
The work force also included many Irish and
German immigrants. Like the other immigrants
throughout American history, they came to this country poor but hopeful. On arrival, they usually had little
but the clothes on their backs. Many of the immigrants called America the “golden land,” not because
they thought the streets were paved with gold but
because they knew that in America they would find

opportunity and freedom.
In the Civil War, the Yankees took New Orleans
early in the conflict. Fearing the Confederates would
try to re-take New Orleans via Kenner and the railroad, the Yankees stationed more than 20,000 troops
in Kenner and put gunboats in the river. After the
war, many freed ex-slaves came to Kenner looking
for work on the plantations. But they wanted to be
paid and they sought better working conditions than
had existed during slavery. When ex-Confederates
took back control in the 1870s, they sought a more
pliable work force than the ex-slaves. A commission
was founded and representatives sent to Europe to
find some willing immigrants. In the island of Sicily
and the mainland of Italy, the recruiters found hardpressed peasant farmers who were willing to travel
thousands of miles in the hopes of finding better lives
for their families. These Italian immigrants were soon
comfortable and at home in Kenner where they found
the rich soil to their liking. They also liked the freedom of America, the good schools for their children
and the opportunities.
For the African-American community of Kenner,
the years between the 1870s and 1960s were difficult
as they struggled under the weight of segregation, Jim

Crow and racism. In the 1950s, a great leader emerged
in the Reverend Arthur Paul Clay. In the 1970s, the
first white political leader to form a coalition with the
black community was Joseph Yenni. An educator and
former football coach, he was elected Kenner mayor
and brought in a new era of equal opportunity.
The arrival of the interstate in the 1970s
changed Kenner from a farming community to a suburb, the sixth largest city in Louisiana with a population of more than 60,000. In the 1960s, 70s, 80s and to
this day, the arrival of a Hispanic community became
the most recent wave of immigration to find Kenner a
cordial place to live.
And, so today, Kenner has much to celebrate. I
am indebted for his assistance in this column to Dr.
Craig Bauer, author of “The Intractable Country - A
History of Kenner, Louisiana.” It is an excellent book
about Kenner and can be purchased through Amazon
or at local bookstores. The story of Kenner’s 163 years
is a fascinating tale of courage, perseverance, hope
and hard work. Let us hope that the next 160 years
are even better.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.
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Well deserved last place ranking for Louisiana
By Jeff Crouere fered mostly platitudes and social programs. In the
For the second
year in a row, Louisiana has ranked last
in the U.S. News and
World Report state
ranking. It is a horrible grade, but it is very well deserved.
The study focused on 77 different areas in eight
major categories, such as crime. Unfortunately, in
this area, Louisiana does not compare very favorably.
Our state is a very violent one with the highest incarceration rate in the nation. Last year, a criminal
justice reform package was signed by Governor John
Bel Edwards. The ostensible reason for the legislation was to reduce the incarceration rate. Thus, 1900
“non-violent” offenders were released in November of
2017. Not surprisingly in the span of a few weeks, 76
of these prisoners were arrested again. Their victims
would not have been targeted if these criminals were
kept in prison.
In Louisiana, the real problem is not that there
are too many criminals behind bars, but that there
are too many criminals roaming the streets of Louisiana and preying on innocent victims.
The city in the state with the worst problem is
clearly New Orleans, historically one of the murder
capitals of the nation. In 2018, the citizens of New Orleans have suffered through a crime surge with an 18
percent increase over last year. If the current trends
continue, New Orleans will have a murder rate of 200
in 2018, the highest level since 2011.
Crime is pervasive in the city, as people have
been victimized in restaurants, on city buses and in
every neighborhood of New Orleans. Recent victims
have not just been targets of gun violence. One citizen was recently shot by an arrow. Another homeless
person was burned alive, while another innocent victim was beaten to death on a city sidewalk.
In response, Mitch Landrieu, the mayor of
New Orleans, has done almost nothing. He has of-

meantime, his police department is suffering from a
shortage of several hundred officers that the mayor
created.
On March 20 of this year, the mayor embarked
on a national tour, promoting his new book, which
focuses on his fight against “racist” Confederate
monuments. Landrieu will use the publicity to sell
books and create a national following. Some political
commentators believe that Landrieu will eventually
run for president of the United States in 2020.
It is infuriating that Landrieu will generate
national publicity and receive praise from clueless
reporters for his leadership of New Orleans. If the
reporters do any research they will discover that the
city is not only a cesspool of crime, but it also has
massive infrastructure and drainage problems made
worse by the mayor’s incompetence and pathetic
lack of oversight.
On his “victory” book tour, the mayor will pat
himself on the back for removing monuments that
were no threat to any citizen. In fact, his removal of
the four Confederate monuments has made New Orleans a less interesting and historic city to visit.
While New Orleans has a severe problem with
out of control violence, it is also a problem throughout Louisiana. There are many reasons for this situation such as poor public schools, widespread poverty
and broken families.
The U.S. News and World Report survey also
compared economic conditions among the 50 states.
In this area, Louisiana is at a severe disadvantage.
While our southern neighbors are attracting new
corporate headquarters and automotive plants,
Louisiana is saddled with a liberal “tax and spend”
governor, who has not made Louisiana a businessfriendly state.
Governor Edwards has an appreciation for government, but not the private sector. Louisiana has
the highest sales taxes in the nation, a large state
government per capita, but a shrinking population.
Last year, Louisiana was one of only eight states to

suffer a loss of population. At the same time, state
government grew in size, exactly the opposite of
what should have happened.
The U.S. News and World Report study also
ranked states on categories such as “fiscal stability.”
In this area, Louisiana faces a perennial “fiscal cliff”
caused by excessive spending. The current budget
deficit nears $1 billion and will necessitate another
special session after the regular session is concluded.
In the other areas such as education, healthcare, opportunity, infrastructure and quality of life,
Louisiana has a myriad of problems and does not
compare favorably to other states.
Hopefully, this eye-opening analysis will be a
wake-up call to voters. The state needs to move in a
new direction in the next election. It is time for massive change to our “politics as usual” way of operating our local and state government. If not, Louisiana
will continue to rank at the bottom and more people
will continue to leave a state that has an amazing
climate, constant entertainment options, wonderful
food, amazing festivals, incredible outdoor activities,
the Mississippi River, the Gulf of Mexico and plenty
of other advantages.
With everything Louisiana has to offer, our state
should consistently rank at the top of every state survey. This ranking is an embarrassment, but it will not
change unless the voters of Louisiana finally decide
to act and do something about it.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his
award winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs locally
at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on
PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m.
until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM
and www.Wgso.com. Crouere, a political columnist, is the
author of “America’s Last Chance” and provides regular
commentaries on the Jeff Crouere YouTube channel and
on www.JeffCrouere.com. For more information, email
Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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City is earnest about keeping in touch on a day-to-day basis
By Bob Ross – Kenner Public Information Officer and Assistant to the Mayor
From day one when Mayor Ben Zahn
took office last January, Kenner’s communications policy has been clear: Be completely
transparent with residents about what’s
going on in the city and make it as easy as
possible for residents to get in touch with us.
The way we are doing that is a little different than Kenner’s communications policy as recently as just a couple of years ago. And we are
very excited about some new technology we expect to be in place before
the end of the fiscal year that will make it even easier for residents to get
information and stay in touch.
Relying on the growing popularity of social media, such as Facebook, Twitter and Nextdoor, we are putting out regular updates – generally on a daily basis – about important and interesting things that are

going on in the city.
Whether it’s the latest sweep by inspectors in the code enforcement
department, an upcoming event in Rivertown or an update on what is happening at the Pavilion Shopping Center, anyone following just one of those
social media platforms can stay up-to-date on current happenings in the city.
The numbers tell us that people are paying attention.
On Nextdoor, for example, there are now more than 5,300 members
who list Kenner addresses. That’s an increase from just over 3,000 members early last year. On Facebook, we have had a 50 percent increase in
the number of people liking our page in the past year.
Thousands of people view our Facebook posts on a daily basis, and
for some events, our reach is quite impressive. For example, in October
when the natural gas platform exploded in Lake Pontchartrain, several
posts reached more than 20,000 people – with the post announcing that

accident reaching more than 37,000 people.
In January, thousands of people followed our posts on the freezing
weather. More than 22,000 were reached for a post about a free water distribution at Kenner City Park.
We are currently investigating several types of technology and software
that would greatly streamline two-way communication between residents
and city government.
Mayor Zahn is excited about any improvements that would make it
easier for residents to report issues and concerns going on in their neighborhoods, and to also have the ability to go online to track what’s happening
with that particular problem or concern.
In the meantime, stay tuned to social media for all the latest updates on what is happening in the city of Kenner.
Kenner Public Information Officer Bob Ross can be reached at 4684091 or bross@kenner.la.us.

Kenner’s District 2 is a hotbed of activity
By Michael Sigur – Kenner District 2 Councilman
There is plenty of good news to report
from District 2, and I am particularly excited
about some upcoming projects that will have
a very positive impact on the quality of life in
the district – and the city of Kenner.
The district has been a hotbed for economic development, particularly in the past few months, with no fewer than eight new businesses
opening. In October, Lamarque Ford held a groundbreaking for a new $30
million, 15-acre expansion of its dealership. That will be next to a $25 million Carmax used facility that is also being built.
At the Kenner Market Center on West Esplanade Avenue,
Phase I has been well received and work on Phase II is underway
and should be finished within a fewmonths. In the meantime, the
first phase of work on the West Esplanade crossover has been finished. That project involved installing culverts, and we are moving forward on final design plans for the second phase – two U-turn
lanes and a signalized road that will provide access into the center.

The fact that so many entrepreneurs are choosing to come to Kenner – and specifically to District 2 – is a wonderful endorsement of the
business climate in Kenner.
While we celebrate the arrival of every new business, the recent groundbreaking for New Orleans Area Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore on Williams
Boulevard, next to the Kenner Brake Tag Station, is particularly meaningful.
This will be just the second ReStore for Habitat for Humanity, which offers
a vital service by providing slightly used items for people. Of course, Habitat for
Humanity works to make home ownership affordable to working families. One
of the ways they do that is with the sales from their ReStore, which offers
construction materials, appliances, furniture and other household items at
steep discounts.
I’m also excited about the beautification project we just completed on
the first few blocks of Roosevelt Boulevard south of Airline Drive. That median, filled with some of the most majestic oak trees in the city, is one of the
most beautiful medians in District 2, and I would argue, anywhere in the city.
Over the course of nearly three years, I saved $130,000 for this

project to light up the Kenner welcome sign, as well as the oak trees for several
blocks. We will eventually complete the lighting all the way to West Metairie.
I am also setting aside money now to pay for a walking trail in the Roosevelt
median from West Metairie to Airline.
Finally, I know many, many people are looking forward to the improvements to the Williams Boulevard median from Interstate 10 to West Metairie.
The project would eliminate the “suicide” lanes in the middle of Williams and
also add landscaping and other beautification.
This 2030 project is currently under preliminary design and is in
the environmental phase. The final design phase should be completed by
June of 2019, and assuming no unexpected delays, the work would begin
in February of 2020 and be finished by the end of that year.
Kenner District 2 Councilman Michael Sigur’s office is located at 1801
Williams Boulevard, Building B, Suite 300 in Kenner. Councilman Sigur
can be reached at 468-7248 or by email at district2@kenner.la.us.

Police
April is “National Child Abuse Prevention Month”

www.childhelp.org.
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children – 1-800-THE-LOST
(24-hour hotline) and www.missingkids.com.

This month and throughout the year,
the Kenner Police Department celebrates
and recognizes National Child Abuse Prevention Month by encouraging all individuals and organizations to play a role in making Kenner a better place for families. By ensuring that parents have the
knowledge, skills and resources they need to care for their children, we can
help prevent child abuse and neglect by strengthening families and communities. April is a time to celebrate the important role that communities play in
protecting children. Everyone’s participation is critical.
Listed below are some ways to help prevent child abuse as a member of
the community
Help to organize after-school programs for your neighborhood children
Offer to check in on your neighbor’s latch-key children
Introduce children to the arts such as museums, children’s theater/
concerts and libraries
Volunteer for a non-profit organization that supports families
Contact your local officials to advocate for policies that strengthen
and support families
Become a foster or adoptive parent
During the month of April, the Kenner Police Department will
participate in the “Pinwheels for Prevention” campaign. “Pinwheels for
Prevention” is a national movement which highlights the pinwheel as a
symbol for child abuse prevention. This campaign puts focus on the belief that
the prevention of child abuse and neglect makes a significant impact on our

communities, economy and our country. Pinwheel plantings help to create
awareness that there is a need for programs and policies that focus on child
abuse prevention strategies.
Additionally, in honor of National Child Abuse Prevention Month, the
Jefferson Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC), a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that provides direct services to child abuse survivors, has scheduled
its 7th annual “Step Up for Children” Gala on Saturday, April 20, 2018, from
8:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m., with a patron party scheduled for 7:00 p.m. until
8:00 p.m., at the Audubon Tea Room located at 6500 Magazine Street in New
Orleans. This festive evening will include live entertainment, delicious food,
drinks and exciting auctions. For more information about the gala, including
sponsorship packages, as well as other Jefferson CAC activities/events, please
contact Jefferson CAC Executive Director Erika Dupépé at 364-3857, by email
at erika@jeffersoncac.com or visit the CAC website at www.jeffersoncac.com.
For more information about child abuse prevention programs and
activities during the month of April and throughout the year, you can
also contact the New Orleans Children’s Advocacy Center at 894-5484 or
www.nocac.net, Prevent Child Abuse Louisiana at www.pcal.org or
their KIDLINE at 1-800-CHILDREN for parenting help by phone and the
National Children’s Alliance at www.nationalchildrensalliance.org.
Listed below are some contacts for reporting child abuse
Kenner Police Department – 712-2222
Department of Children and Family Services – 1-855-4LA-KIDS (24hour child abuse hotline) and www.dss.state.la.us.
Child Help – 1-800-4-A-CHILD (national child abuse hotline) and

Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by email at kpd@kenner.
la.us. Visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com. You
can also download the free Kenner Police Department mobile app for both
Apple and Android devices as well as access the Kenner Police Department
Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and other
law enforcement-related information.
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By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
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Portion of 27th Street closing as work continues on new Airport Access Road
On March 6, 2018, work crews permanently
closed less than half a block of 27th Street south of
Veterans Boulevard as work continues on a new Airport Access Road.
That section of 27th Street, between Aberdeen
and Decatur streets, is currently vacant. Residents
will still be able to access their homes on the east

end of 27th Street but must enter the area from the
Decatur side.
Barriere Construction was the low bidder on the
nearly $6.1 million project to build an access road to
take motorists to the new $1 billion North Terminal
that is now under construction at Louis Armstrong
New Orleans International Airport. Construction

began in December 2017 on the access road project
that’s been in the works for nearly two years. The
contract calls for a 365-day construction period, along
with a 30-day assembly period, with a completion date
expected in January, 2019.
When the North Terminal opens in 2019, motorists will use an extension of Loyola Drive to reach the

airport’s new main entrance. Motorists heading south
on Loyola Drive will be able to either take Aberdeen
to access the Kenner neighborhood surrounding the
new terminal or take the new Airport Access Road
directly into the terminal.
The current Airport Access Road will remain
open to traffic, officials said.

Code inspectors uncover 154 violations in two Kenner code sweeps on Martinique Street
One of the sweeps focused on the 3500 and 3600 blocks
of Martinique Street.
Property owners are identified during the sweeps
and Vouray Drive
of Martinique Street and was the result of complaints
Violations discovered the sweep during the two
and are summoned to court and ordered to come into
Inspectors from the Kenner Inspection and Code

Enforcement
3.5”
x 2” Department found 154 code violations

during a pair of sweeps conducted in late February 2018.

received by code officials regarding this multi-family
residential area. The second sweep included the 600 to
800 blocks of Vouray Drive and the 3500 to 3800 blocks

Christina S Wilson
Financial Advisor
.

Lakeside Shopping Center
3301 Veterans Blvd Suite 205
Metairie, LA 70002
504-831-3499

blocks of Martinique were eight abandoned vehicles,
seven building maintenance required, seven soffit or
facia repairs needed, one fence repair needed, one address required, 18 cases of litter or debris, five unsafe
electrical conditions, two window or door problems and
four cases of vermin or rodent proofing needed.
Violations discovered during the sweep of Vouray
Drive and Martinique were 14 abandoned vehicles, four
addresses required, one building permit required, 24
cases of building maintenance required and seven soffit
or facia repairs needed, five fence repairs needed, three
illegal discharges, 19 cases of litter or debris, one repair
or demo needed, nine unsafe electrical conditions, four
unsafe plumbing conditions one window, door or screen
repair needed, seven cases of rodent proofing needed or
two cases of illegal parking on grass.

compliance with Kenner’s code laws, often facing fines
and court costs. Even for those property owners in
compliance, they are placed on probation and if there
is a repeat violation they can be recharged under the
original violation.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn and Kenner Inspection
and Code Enforcement Director Rick Walther urged
residents to call with any complaints about code issues
in their neighborhood.
“These two sweeps both involved areas that we
have visited before, and due to continuing complaints,
were again the focus of code inspectors,” Mayor Zahn
said. “Rick Walther and his department takes every
complaint we receive seriously, and as these sweeps indicate, we will not hesitate to take action to enforce the
code laws in the city.”

Code sweeps uncover 124 violations on
several blocks in south Kenner
Members of the Kenner Inspection and Code Enforcement Department uncovered 124 violations in a
pair of code sweeps conducted in March 2018 in south
Kenner, officials said.
One sweep focused on 29th and Gerry Streets and
Veterans Memorial Boulevard in the Susan Park subdivision, and a second sweep was in the 500 to 700 blocks of
Compromise and Clay streets.
During the sweep of 29th, Gerry and Veterans
Boulevard, investigators discovered nine abandoned
vehicles, one address required, two building permits required, eight building maintenance required, three soffit
or fascia issues, three fence repairs required, five cases
of high grass, one illegal discharge, 14 cases of litter or
debris, two oversized vehicles, one case of stagnant water/mosquitoes, two repair or demolition required, three
unsafe electrical conditions , two unsafe plumbing conditions, one unsafe mechanical condition, two window/
door/screen issues, four rodent proofing needed and 16
cases of vehicles being parked on grass.
During the sweep of Compromise and Clay streets,
the violations discovered were 11 abandoned vehicles,
five building maintenance required, two fascia or soffit
repairs needed, one fence repair needed, two cases of
high grass, nine issues of litter or debris, two oversized
vehicles parked, one case of stagnant water/mosqui-

toes, three repair or demolitions required, two cases
of vermin or rodents, three window/door/screen issues,
one unsafe building, one illegal tire storage, one unsafe
vehicle or major mechanical situation and one case of
people living in a camper.
Property owners are identified during the sweeps
and then are later summoned to court and ordered to
come into compliance with Kenner’s code laws, often
facing fines and court costs. Often, those property owners coming in compliance are placed on probation, and if
there is a repeat violation, they can be recharged under
the original violation.
Kenner District 1 Councilman Gregory Carroll,
whose district includes the areas where both sweeps
were conducted, urged residents to continue to report
any issues with code violations in their neighborhoods.
“We are responding to your calls and concerns, and
we will continue to do that,” Carroll said. “With your help,
we can make a real difference in our fight against blight.”
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn commended Kenner Inspection and Code Enforcement Director Rick Walther
and members of the code enforcement unit for their
diligence in making sure property owners and residents
respect and follow the city’s code enforcement rules.
“If you don’t meet your obligations, we will take you to
court,” Mayor Zahn said.

Process to rebuild damaged boat slips continuing
The city of Kenner has begun the process of
tearing out and rebuilding three damaged boat slips
at the Williams Boulevard Boat Launch in Laketown,
announced Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn.
There is a total of four slips used to launch boats
into Lake Pontchartrain and they have fallen into disrepair over the years. Work to repair one of the boat
slips was completed in 2014.
“The city is currently working with Burke-Kleinpeter, Inc. on the design work that is a necessary first

step in the process to rebuild the other three boat
slips,” said Mayor Zahn. “So far, sufficient funds have
been identified to start construction work on one of
the damaged boat slips. Assuming no unexpected delays, this year we hope to begin work by the end of
the summer. At the same time, we will continue to
search for funding sources to address the necessary
repairs to the other two boat slips at the launch. The
process will be made easier with the design work already completed for those projects.”
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City of Kenner turns 163 in 2018
March 2, 2018, marked the 163rd birthday of
the city of Kenner. That is the day in 1855 the city
map plan for Kennerville, eventually Kenner, was
finalized by surveyor W.T. Thompson, who was hired
by Minor Kenner, brother of William Butler, George
and Duncan Kenner. The brothers ended up owning
all the plantation land from the Mississippi River to
Lake Pontchartrain, the site of the present-day city
of Kenner. With the advent of new railroads traveling
through their plantation properties, in 1855 the brothers decided to divide their land into streets and lots.

In 1870, Kenner was the location of the first
heavyweight championship of the bare-knuckle boxing era. “Gypsy” Jem Mace outlasted Tom Allen. A
statue commemorating that event sits in LaSalle’s
Landing in Rivertown.
In 1914, Kenner’s streetcar line, provided by the
Orleans-Kenner Traction Company, replaced muledrawn cars. The O.K. streetcar line ran from South
Rampart Street, near Canal Street in New Orleans, to
the Jefferson Parish and St. Charles Parish line along
what is now Jefferson Highway. Kenner residents

could take a seven-mile 33-minute ride to go shopping,
to work, to school or visit New Orleans. The line was in
service from 1915 to 1931 when modern automobiles
and better roads made it obsolete.
Pastureland property in Kenner was chosen in
1940 as the site for what was originally known as Moisant Airport, later renamed to Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International Airport in 2001. The airport
was first dedicated in 1946. Residential subdivisions
were planned for areas surrounding the airport and a
building boom ensued. A new North Terminal, an expansion expected to cost about $1 billion, is scheduled
to open in 2019.
In 1950, Kenner’s population stood at 5,535

Temporary bike lane to be installed on Loyola Drive
A “pop-up” bike lane was installed March 24,
2018, on both sides of Loyola Drive from West Esplanade Avenue heading south to East Loyola Drive.
This temporary bike route will be placed on the
street right of way and protected by barricades to
separate bikers from vehicle traffic. The popup lane
is a way to introduce residents to bike lanes and it will
be taken down after two weeks in operation.
Bike Easy, an education and advocacy group promoting bicycling throughout the greater New Orleans
area, is spearheading the installation of the popup
bike lane, along with volunteers.

“We are excited to be working closely with Bike
Easy, a leader in the biking community,” Kenner
Mayor Ben Zahn said. “Bike Easy actively engages
the community to help increase opportunities for access that cycling can provide while improving traffic
safety conditions for both motorists and cyclists. Our
goal with this installation is to actively engage our
residents and introduce a new option for commuting
and recreational riding in the city of Kenner. We are
proud of our levee trail system and the recreational
opportunities that it provides, but we know through
speaking with community groups and residents that

there is a desire to be able to reach our many parks in
Kenner by bicycle.”
Zahn said the plan for the future is to apply under either of three grant programs (Local Road Safety
Grant, Safe Routes to Public Places, Recreational
Trails) available to the city to fully fund a separated
bicycle lane on Loyola Avenue from the I-10 Interchange to Joe Yenni Boulevard.
The separated lane would include high visibility
safety bollards between the motorist and cyclist and
signage.
Bike lanes are increasingly popular, both in the

9

people, according to the U.S. Census. That grew in 10
years to 17,037 and the 2010 census shows the city’s
population at 66,705.
“Kenner is the sixth largest city in the state of
Louisiana and I am extremely proud to be leading the
town where my family and I live,” said Kenner Mayor
Ben Zahn.
Kenner’s history actually dates back to 1682,
when the area that would become known as Kenner
was the first land in the entire New Orleans area that
Rene-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle explored.
For more on Kenner’s history, go to https://www.
kenner.la.us/pages/section_2_9.asp.

New Orleans area and around the country. The route
on Loyola Drive was specifically chosen for its proximity to Kenner City Park, Wentwood Playground, the
soon-to-be-built Kenner Discovery School and other
businesses and neighborhoods.
Bike Easy has a strategic action plan designed to
increase the number of people safely riding bicycles
throughout the city, reduce the number of accidents
and to educate residents of all ages, including drivers
and community leaders, on the benefits of cycling.
For more information on Bike Easy and the
pop-up bike lane, go to http://bikeeasy.org/blog/archives/3035/.

Fire

Kenner District Fire Chief Mickey Giarrusso says “Kenner’s been my home”
The Kenner Fire Department recognized its reKatrina. He lost his brother a few years ago and his
cently promoted employee, Mickey Giarrusso, to Kenfather last year. Through all of this Mickey says, “Kenner Fire District Chief.
ner’s been my home.”
Born in New Orleans, at the age of one he moved
One of Mickey’s strengths is helping others. His
to Kenner, where both parents were heavily involved
extended family is large, mostly residing in New Orwith Kenner – his mother was a city employee for many
leans and Kenner – he is one of ten (seventh of the
years and his father was appointed to several boards
bunch), all married except one; all of his siblings have
and commissions in the city. Having several jobs before
two kids or more, and all the kids have kids. There are
joining the Kenner Fire Department, he’s worked in
more than 200 relatives who gather for holidays. It’s
construction, with a trailer company and even
this family connection that is so important
glassworks. He used these skills to build the
and helps shape how he’s approached life in
Kenner Fire District Chief Mickey Giarrusso
home in which his daughter now lives. Though
the fire department, too.
not always an easy path, he’s always focused on helping people and
Mickey joined a union over thirty years ago while working in conthere are many around who help him, too.
struction. At KFD, first-year employees cannot join the Kenner FireAfter losing a young son in 2000 to a brain tumor, Mickey has
fighter’s Association, but the first day he could join he did, elected
been wearing his cross around his neck every day to remind him of
as its president approximately ten years ago. He continues to help
what’s important in life. His mother passed shortly before his younger
improve the department to make it better for the employees and the
son. His older son deployed to Iraq and safely returned home; his
community. He encourages a strong work ethic at the stations, yet
daughter pregnant with twins had to evacuate during Hurricane
always reminds platoon members to include some balance and fun

Government

Come Take A Gravy Bath!

laws and often face fines and court costs. In many cases, those property
owners coming into compliance are placed on probation, and if there is
a repeat violation, they can be recharged under the original violation.
Kenner District 1 Councilman Gregory Carroll, whose district includes the area where the sweep was conducted, said property owners
and residents should expect the enforcement to continue.
“We are getting good feedback from the public,” Carroll said. “And
as we get complaints, additional sweeps will be conducted in the future.”
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said the aggressive enforcement by the
code department, led by Kenner Inspection and Code Enforcement Director Rick Walther, is sending out the right message.
“You need to take care of your property,” Zahn said. “It’s as simple
as that.”
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43 violations found in south Kenner code sweep
In March 2018, inspectors from the Kenner Inspection and Code
Enforcement Department discovered 43 code violations during a sweep
of the 700 to 800 blocks of Daniel, Oxley and Minor streets, Kenner city
officials announced.
Business owners will receive summons to make the necessary repairs. Violations found were on abandoned refrigerator, two addresses
required, 16 abandoned vehicles, four building maintenances required,
one soffit/fascia repair needed, five cases of high grass, one illegal discharge, six cases of litter or debris, two repairs or demolitions needed,
two unsafe electrical conditions, one case of vermin or rodents, one case
of parking on grass and one window/door/screen issue.
Property owners are identified during sweeps. They are then summoned to court and ordered to come into compliance with Kenner’s code

in their lives.
One of the more entertaining and soft-hearted stories where
Mickey has helped in the neighborhood outside of the fire station
was making sure a homeless dog and her pups were fed every shift.
He applies home lessons at work – the best lesson learned from family is to take care of those around you.
“Best part of this job is getting to help people. That’s how our
family works. From knee high to a chicken, that’s how it works – family at home, family at work, family throughout the neighborhoods,”
said Mickey. “Knowing the neighbors, knowing the people that need
assistance – that’s part of our role, too.”
Over the years, he has seen things getting better rather than
seeing them getting worse in the city. He likes that the fire department is becoming a more integral part in the community again.
Mickey reminisces about the woods in north Kenner and when you
had to cross a wooden bridge to get over the canal at Loyola Drive. Kenner and the fire department are fortunate to have Mickey and we appreciate his many contributions and look forward for more to come.
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Inflation
By Guy Williams
What is it? Why
should we care? And
why are many economists predicting that
we are about to enter another inflationary time
period?
Inflation means that prices are going up.
A cup of coffee that cost $1.50 last year now
costs $1.75. A loaf of French bread was 99 cents, now
its $1.10. Movie tickets were $10, now they are $11.
When these changes accumulate across the
economy, we have inflation. Changes in grocery
items and entertainment are manageable, since you
can consume less or switch from movies to streaming
videos.
Inflation becomes a problem when general
price levels begin to move up. When this happens
almost all grocery prices go up, every entertainment

Banking
option costs more and everything else from furniture
to houses cost more.
When everything becomes more expensive, and
your income doesn’t go up as fast as prices do, you
have an inflation problem.
The results of the general price level increase
without a similar income increase mean that your
standard of living is going down. This is the economist’s way of saying that you can’t live the way you
used to. In order to make ends meet, you will need
to switch to cheaper items, think catfish instead of
shrimp, a Destin vacation instead of Disney World.
General price level inflation is a global economic problem that you can’t control so it is important
to make financial changes that protect you. The first
step is to change your loans from floating rates to
fixed rates. Mortgage rates have increased from historic low levels, but if you have a floating rate loan, it
is still important to change from a floating rate to a
fixed rate. On the investment side, you need to look
for floating rate investments, the opposite of your
goal for your loans. You want to receive floating rate
payments and make fixed rate payments. That way

if prices go up, you gain. If you own bonds or a bond
fund as part of a prudent investment diversification,
now is the time to switch from fixed rate bonds to
floating rate bonds.
You will also want to lock in as many of your
costs as possible. Think of the payment options that
allow for a one, two or three-year renewal option. If
you really like and expect to use the service, go for
the longest renewal possible. These also usually have
the lowest price per month, so you win twice. This
strategy can also work for rental rates. If you rent an
apartment, offer to sign a longer lease in exchange
for a hopefully lower rate or at least lock in the same
rate for a longer time.
Our expectation is that inflation will increase
from the current two percent per year rate to something closer to three percent per year. Unfortunately,
if there is no move to balance local and international
budgets, even higher rates of inflation are a real possibility. So, do what you can to insulate yourself, and
to the extent that you are politically involved, vote
for and encourage politicians at all levels to do what
we have to do with our budgets, reduce spending to

match the cash that you have.
Most inflationary cycles begin slowly and initially seem harmless. As inflation increases, people begin to suffer, especially those on fixed incomes. When
inflation really heats up, the economy gets disrupted,
young people are priced out of the housing market
and many people suffer as ordinary goods and services become unaffordable. The end of this type of
inflationary cycle is almost always ugly with a steep
recession, lots of unemployment and many bankruptcies. For this reason, it is in all of our best interests
to avoid rapid inflation. If you want to see real life
hyperinflation, look up economics in Venezuela. We
don’t want that to happen here.
Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company.
Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president
and branch manager can be contacted at 565-3656.
Brian Behlar, vice president and commercial lender,
can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank
and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

Health
Is daylight saving time affecting your sleep?
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
Many people
suffer sleep disturbance from switching
the clock ahead one
hour due to daylight

saving time. For people who sleep between
seven to nine hours a day, this change should
not pose much of a problem. However, for the
over 50 percent of Americans who sleep less
than seven hours, that one hour loss may take
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Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,
Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant,
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

Free Consultation
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1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062

Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

some time to recover from and getting back into
a healthy sleep routine may be challenging, to say
the least.
Research has proven that we need adequate
amount of sleep in order to function during the
day. Sleep deprivation and lack of quality sleep can
increase the likelihood of excessive daytime sleepiness, anxiety and poor performance at work.
Six tips for healthy sleep
Start the transition early
Start a week before the actual start of daylight saving time. Begin by getting into the routine
of going to bed earlier. This is accomplished by
moving bedtime back about 15 minutes per day
from your normal bedtime.
Adopt a relaxing bedtime routine
Whatever routine you choose, it is important
that it is not overly stimulating and that you stay
consistent with it. For example, take a relaxing
bath after dinner, read a few chapters from a book
or recite nightly prayers.
Keep a regular bedtime schedule
It is very important to stay consistent with
your sleep routine. Once you begin the transition,
follow through on weekends, too. Sleeping in or
staying up late on the weekends can damage the
routine you are trying to establish.
Turn off all electronics
For at least one hour before bedtime, all
electronics, including TV, video games, cell phones,
computers, etc., should be shut off or taken away.
Not only is the content from these devices mentally
stimulating, but the artificial ultraviolet light emitting from them makes the brain think it needs to
stay awake as it associates light with daytime.
Make an ideal sleep environment
Make sure you associate the bed with sleep
only and not with other types of activities. The bed
should be identified strictly with sleeping. Make
sure the room temperature is cool, between 68° to
72°, with minimal light.

Have a regular exercise routine along with
healthy eating
Try foods that have had a proven effect on improving the quality of sleep such as turkey or milk
because of the tryptophan they contain. Tryptophan is an amino acid needed to produce serotonin,
which is used to make melatonin – a hormone that
helps regulate sleep-wake cycles. Tryptophan-rich
foods include proteins like turkey, chicken, eggs,
yogurt or cheese such as cottage cheese with fruit.
This combo of carbs and proteins can also boost
serotonin. Cottage cheese contains a slow digesting protein known as “casein” which will keep you
feeling fuller longer. Spinach is a good source of
magnesium, potassium and calcium, all of which
play an important role in muscle relaxation during
sleep.
Practice these tips that are not only beneficial for the short-term but will help with longevity
of restful sleep. Keep in mind this year’s motto by
the National Sleep Foundation for sleep awareness
week which is “Your day begins with sleep.”
Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D., a Louisiana
native, is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist
who received his undergraduate degree at LSUShreveport, completed his residency at LSU-HSC
in New Orleans and fellowship in sleep medicine
at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr. Cheema is the medical
director at Sleep Center of New Orleans (SCONO),
located at 4232 Williams Boulevard, Suite 108,
in Kenner, the first of its kind accredited by the
American Academy of Sleep Medicine (AASM) for
treating children and adults with any of sleeprelated conditions. Dr. Cheema is board certified
in family medicine by the American Board of
Family Medicine and currently practices pediatric/adult sleep medicine in the metro New
Orleans area. To schedule an appointment call
the Sleep Center at 405-5582 or visit the websites,
www.myscono.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.
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Roosevelt Boulevard lights dedicated
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Horticultural
Spray Services
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE
ESTIMATES

In March 2018, the city completed installation of lighting that will spotlight the “Welcome
to Kenner” sign on Roosevelt Boulevard at Airline
Drive and also will light up the oaks on a section of
the median of Roosevelt Boulevard.
“I want to congratulate Kenner District 2
Councilman Michael Sigur for coming up with an
excellent beautification project and then saving
the $130,000 needed to light up the welcome sign
on Roosevelt Boulevard at Airline Drive and the
beautiful oaks in the median of Roosevelt,” said
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn.
“It took nearly three years to put aside the
district funding necessary for this wonderful beautification project,” said Councilman Sigur. “I am
currently saving money to complete the last few
blocks of the Roosevelt median all the way to West
Metairie Avenue. I am also working on a plan to
have a walking path through the oaks installed
from West Metairie Avenue to Airline Drive.”

NO YEARLY
CONTRACTS
LAWN: Fertilizing, insect, disease & weed control
SHRUB & TREE: Deep root fertilizing,
insect & disease spraying
MOSQUITO APPLICATIONS: No yearly contracts

“This is a great example of a beautification project that makes a big difference both to residents
already here and to visitors who may be considering
moving to our city,” said Mayor Zahn. “It’s also an example that improvements are underway throughout
the city – both in south Kenner and north Kenner – to
make us all ‘Kenner Proud.’”

Kenner Leisure Service Division
offers multitude of summer
from 9:00 a.m.
activities
through noon
“School is out and Kenner Recreation is in,” said
Sharon Gwin, Kenner Parks and Recreation Leisure
Service Manager. “Our summer brochure will be offering a sea of summer fun for all ages. Programs offered in art, fitness and fun. Whether you are looking
for fun for one day or the whole summer, we have you
covered.” Gwin says also offered are plenty of camps
for the kids this summer including day camp at
Butch Duhe and Woodlake, gymnastics camp, cheer
camps, art camps and more. The Kenner Parks and
Recreation 2018 Summer Brochure is in the center
pull-out section of this edition of the Kenner Star.
“This summer we are excited to be offering
sports camps in basketball, volleyball and tennis
for the first time,” said Gwin. Basketball camps for
boys and girls will be offered in June and July. The
camp dates are June 18 through June 22 and July
23 through July 27 from 9:00 a.m. until noon for boys
and 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. for girls. The basketball
camps will be held at Wentwood Gym. Boys and girls
ages six through 12 can participate and the fee is $50.
Volleyball camp will be held June 4 through
June 8 and July 9 through July 13 from 9:00 a.m. until
noon at Muss Bertolino Gym. The volleyball camp is
for boys and girls ages six through 12. This camp is
also $50 per session.
Tennis camp will be May 30 through June 1

www.lobbalexis.com.

Kenner District 2
Councilman Michael Sigur

KPRD Summ
Camp @ But

(504) 471-0044 Kenner (225) 292-8200 Baton Rouge

er Day Cam

ch Duhe Gym
: Ages 3-12
Camp @ Woo
dlake Gym:
Ages 4-12

9:00 a.m.—
3:00 p.m.
May 29th—
August 3rd:
$80.00 per wee
k
Before Care:
Included
After care: $12.
00 per week
(3:00 p.m.—
6:00 p.m.)

p

at the Alabama Tennis
courts. The
camp
is
open to boys
and girls
ages seven
through 12
years of age.
“In addition to the sports camps we are partnering with the Bonnabel High School coaching staff
and players and offering a free basketball clinic for
boys and girls ages six through 14,” said Gwin. The
clinic will be held at Muss Bertolino Gym and will
teach kids fundamentals and provide mentorships.
Go to kenner.recdesk.com to preregister.
“Also new this summer, we will be starting an
adult co-ed kickball league,” said Gwin. Games will
be held on Wednesday nights at Wentwood Playground. The team fee is $100. Teams can register at
kenner.recdesk.com.
Gwin continued, “There is no reason to be
bored this summer with everything that we have
planned.” For a full list of programs and activities,
check the brochure, go to kenner.recdesk.com or call
the Kenner Parks and Recreation Department office
at 468-7211.


 Call for a FREE ESTIMATE! 

There’s a lot to love here.

 Sibling
discounts ava
ilable
 Online
payments or
In-House mon
Registration
ey orders
for all program
s at Kenner.
recdesk.com
 Call
468-7268 for
more informa
tion

Sometimes innovation is about seeing the world in a new
way, not looking at a screen.
At Brookdale, we are changing perceptions of aging. Actually, we’re doing more
than that. We’re celebrating aging by redefining what it means to live well. But,
of course, our residents use cool technology, too, like tablets, social media and
video-chatting to connect with family and friends.

Brookdale Kenner

Call (504) 467-1000 for
more information.

Adult Residential Care
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care
1600 Joe Yenni Boulevard
Kenner, Louisiana 70065

124196-Kenner-Kenner Star Ad JM

©2018 Brookdale Senior Living Inc. All rights reserved. BROOKDALE SENIOR LIVING and
BRINGING NEW LIFE TO SENIOR LIVING are the registered trademarks of Brookdale Senior Living Inc.

Bringing New Life to Senior Living®

brookdale.com
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Insurance

What to consider when choosing a beneficiary
By Marie M. Clesi
It’s simple: Fill
in the blank on the
account application
and you’ve named a
beneficiary. But don’t write off the task as unimportant. Naming the right person to receive the proceeds of an account is an important decision that
could have long-ranging effects on your loved ones.
Why it’s important
Certain accounts ask you to name a beneficiary, such as life insurance policies, pension plans
and retirement accounts. Upon your death, proceeds from these accounts will typically go directly
to the beneficiaries and bypass probate, which

helps your beneficiaries avoid some red tape.
What to consider
Age: Most insurance companies, pension managers and retirement accounts will not pay benefits
to someone under age 18. A better option is to create a trust for the minor and name a trustee to manage the account until the child reaches the age you
specify in the trust.
Ability to manage money: If your beneficiary
is not able to manage money, name a trustee to invest and disburse funds on his or her behalf.
Contingency: Name a secondary beneficiary
so that if your first beneficiary dies before you, the
account proceeds pass directly to the secondary
beneficiary without probate.
Options: Your beneficiary can be a spouse,

Submit an anonymous tip
directly to the Kenner Police
Department about Criminal /
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject,
or Other Types of Suspicious
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.com

child or other individual(s); a trust; a charity or organization. If you don’t specify a beneficiary, your
assets will go into your estate and be distributed
according to your will.
Don’t “set it and forget it”
Regardless of what you’ve specified in your
will, assets that have beneficiary designations will
pass as provided in those designations and not how
they’re set out in your will. It’s rarely recommended
to name your estate as a beneficiary, since doing so
means those assets will pass via probate.
Because so many things change throughout
life, review your beneficiary designations every
few years – and always after a life event such as
a marriage, the birth of a child, adoption, divorce,
remarriage or death – to make sure they’re current.

Otherwise, you risk leaving the proceeds to an exspouse or someone who has died before you.
Get specific information about beneficiaries
from a legal or tax advisor and your insurance agent.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi
Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident
and a select State Farm agent, is a Chartered
Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, renters, life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office
is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in
Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net. Neither State Farm™
nor its agents provide tax or legal advice.

Download
the
Kenner
Police
Department’s Mobile App, which is a
FREE download for Apple or Android
available through your devise app store
by searching for the Kenner Police Department.
Crime tips can also be submitted through the
Mobile App. Kenner Police Department website:

http://www.kennerpd.com
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KPRD Summer Day Camp
Camp @ Butch Duhe Gym: Ages 3-12
3 12
3Camp @ Woodlake Gym: Ages 4-12
4-12
4

9:00 a.m.—
a.m.— 3:00 p.m.
May 29th—
29th—August 3rd: $80.00 per week
Before Care: Included

After care: $12.00 per week
(3:00 p.m.—
p.m.— 6:00 p.m.)




Sibling discounts available

Online payments or In-House
In-House money orders
In

Registration for all programs at Kenner.recdesk.com


Call 468-7268
468-7268 for more information
468
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2018 LEISURE SERVICE SUMMER PROGRAM
C H I LDRE N & TEENS
ARTWORKS – AGES 6&UP

Learn to have fun with art! Young artists will be introduced to the funfilled world of drawing and painting. They will use watercolors and
acrylics to complete their paintings. Please send your child with an old
shirt to use while painting. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.
Monday - Friday
June 11 - June 15
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center

July 16 - July 20
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Camp fee: $45 (per session)

ART CLUB – AGES 6&UP

Join the club that explores creativity and imagination. Projects completed
in ceramic, paint and crafts. All supplies included. Art Club will end with
an art show for family and friends. Instructor: Shannon Guibor.
Thursday
June 7 - July 12
6:15 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class Fee: $30

SPLATASTIC CAMP – AGES 3-5

Designed specifically for pre-schoolers this will include creative projects
that help expand their imagination and creativity. Painting, coloring,
sculpting, slathering and more are used to create original projects.
Instructor: Shannon Guibor
Thursday
June 7 - July 12
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class Fee: $30

KENNER KLAY CAMP – AGES 7-15

This is a great class to introduce your child to all aspects in ceramics. A class
project in greenware and bisque are included along with all paints and brushes.
Extra pieces will be available for purchase after class projects are completed.
Class will end with a ceramic show. Instructor: Instructor: Toni Bacino
Monday - Friday
June 4 - June 8
June 25 - June 29
July 30 - August 3

2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m
Fassbender Center
Camp fee: $45 (per session)

CARTOON DRAWING – AGES 7&UP

This class will teach the basics of drawing. You will learn how to turn
basic shapes into some of your favorite characters. All supplies included.
Instructor: Shannon Guibor
Tuesday
July 3 - August 7
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $30

KIDS IN THE KITCHEN SERIES – AGES 8-13

It’s time to get your hands dirty and create delicious foods on your own.
This camp will teach basic but fun recipes that the kids are sure to love.
Wednesday
July 11 - July 25
10:00 a.m. - noon.

Recreation Meeting Room
Camp fee: $35

CHEERLEADING CAMP – AGES 5-14

This is a one-week camp that will teach basic technique, tumbling and
stunts. A routine will be taught throughout the week and performed for
parents on the last day of camp. Bring a bag lunch.
Monday - Friday
June 25 - June 29
July 30 - August 3
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Barbre Gym
Camp fee: $70 per session

GYMNASTICS CAMP – AGES 5-14

This is a gymnastics camp where boys and girls learn skills on vault,
bars, beam and floor. This camp is jam-packed with gymnastics, games,
and arts and crafts! Bring a bag lunch.
May 30 - June 1
July 11 - July 13
August 6 - August 8

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Barbre Gym
Camp fee: $55

CREATIVE ANIMAL AND PORTRAIT DRAWING
– AGES 8 & UP

Using chalk pastel, oil pastel and acrylic paint, kids will learn how
create portraits and animals. In this class, students will learn basic
foundation to drawing and can freely express themselves through their
own unique details. Instructor: Shannon Guibor
Tuesday
July 3 – August 7

Fassbender Center
7:15 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.

Class fee: $30

PINTSIZE PAINTERS – AGES 6-14

Young artists will be introduced to the fun filled world of painting. They
will use various art mediums to complete their canvas paintings. No
drawing experience necessary and all supplies are included!

TUMBLING – AGES 6-14

This is for boys and girls to help enhance their tumbling skills. Beginner
classes start at forward rolls and advance to backbend kick-overs. The
intermediate class must be able to do their backbend from standing and
will advance to back handsprings. The advanced class must already
have back handspring and will advance to back tucks.
Mondays
June 4 - July 23
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Beg.)
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. (Inter/Adv.)

Barbre Gym
Session fee: $40

GYM TOTS – AGES 3-4

This class will teach kids basic gymnastics skills on all of the equipment,
flexibility, and coordination while improving their self-esteem and
making gymnastics fun and exciting. Parents will be invited for an Open
House on the last day!
Wednesday
5:15 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
June 6 - August 1

Barbre Gym
Class fee: $40

INTRODUCTION TO GYMNASTICS – AGES 5-10

This is an introduction to our yearlong gymnastics program. Gymnasts
will learn basic flexibility, strength, and gymnastics skills and explore
their love for gymnastics. Gymnasts will use all four apparatus vault,
uneven bars, balance beam, and floor exercise.
Wednesday
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
June 6 - August 1

Barbre Gym
Class fee: $40

HIP HOP – AGES 8-12

Learn the latest hip hop moves and combine them for a fun and energetic
routine to hottest music. Hip hop is an excellent way for kids to stay in
shape and improve confidence. Wear loose clothes and tennis shoes.
Students will have a small performance at the end of the session.
Tuesday
June 19 - July 24
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $30

TENNIS – AGES 6 & UP

Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve balance,
mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out and see why they say
tennis is a “sport for a lifetime” This class consist of 8 lessons and ends
with a fun tournament! Instructor: Toni Bacino
Thursday
June 7 - July 26
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Alabama Tennis Courts
Class fee: $40

SEWING CAMP - AGES 8 & UP

Learn the basics of cutting, pattern and design to sew fun wearable
pieces. Students will learn how to sew pieces using a sewing machine
as well as some basic hand sewing. All Supplies included!
Monday - Friday
July 9 - July 13
Recreation Meeting Room

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Camp fee: $55

JELLY FISH PARTY- AGES 6 & UP

Let’s have oceans of fun by painting this colorful
jelly fish and then make a fun jelly fish lantern
to take home. All supplies included!
Friday
August 3
6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Fee: $20

UNICORN DOOR HANGER- AGES 7 & UP
Make this one-of-a-kind wooden unicorn door hanger.
You can hang this colorful piece in your room or on
your bedroom door. No drawing necessary!
Friday
April 27
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Fee: $15

POKEMON CERAMICS- AGES 7 & UP

Make your favorite plate and mug from the popular
game Pokemon. All pieces will be fired and will be
able to use as your dinner plate of drinking cup.
No drawing necessary!
Saturday
August 4
Fassbender Center
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Fee: $20

KIDS NIGHT OUT - AGES 5-11

Let’s make the most of the summer!
This is a fun kids’ night out that includes games, arts and crafts, a
bounce house and pizza.
Saturday, July 21
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Woodlake Gym
Fee: $15

PINTSIZE PAINT PARTY – AGES 6&UP

KARATE – AGES 6-14

This is a Tae Kwon Do karate class that will teach self-esteem, confidence,
discipline, positive thinking, eye-hand coordination, balance, flexibility,
self-defense and respect for others. We offer higher belt classes at later
times. Check kenner.recdesk.com for information. Instructors: Award
Winning, Master Candace Frisard, Master Daniel Truxillo & Matthew
Hinkamp.
Tuesday & Thursday
May 15 - August 16
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Monday
July 2 – August 6
Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. Class fee: $30

Saturday 10:00 a.m. - Noon Fassbender Center Workshop fee: $15
Avengers
Seahorse

Barbre Gym
Class fee: $60

June 23
July 28

Performing Arts
INTRODUCTION TO THEATRE
AGES 7-10

This class teaches techniques and styles
for improving your theatre skills. This class
will help with self-confidence, stage fright,
memorization and more needed to join or
help with the Theatre program.
Tuesday
June 19 - July 24 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Fassbender Center Class fee: $30

MUSICAL THEATRE – AGES 9 & UP

THEATRE CAMP - AGES 9-15

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
June 18 - August 3 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Fassbender Center Class fee: $65

Monday-Friday
June 11- June 22
Barbre Gym
July 16 - July 27
Camp fee: $125
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. per session

Whether you are interested in acting,
singing and/or dancing this program is
for you! This class will help improve your
self-confidence, memory, public speaking,
discipline, social skills and more. Class
will culminate with a show at the end of
the program. Show will be on August 3rd.
Instructor: Debbie Reese.

Join us for a two-week theatre camp. This camp
will focus on all aspects that go into preparing
for a performance including acting, singing,
dancing, set design and more. The camp will
end with a performance for family and friends
on the last day. Grants available for low income
families. Contact Community Development for
an application 468.7588.
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Parent & Child
CERAMICS – AGES 5&UP

Join us for a day of ceramics! Each of you get to choose your piece off
of the shelf to paint. All supplies needed to complete your ceramic
projects are included. Instructor: Toni Bacino
Monday
Lagniappe, June 25 & August 6
Summer Plate & mug, July 9
5:15 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

DUO PAINT PARTY – AGES 5 & UP

Together make this one of a kind piece. Each parent and child
will paint their side on an 11x14 canvas that can be hung in
your home as a large work of art.
Saturday
June 16
10:00 a.m. - noon

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $30 per parent
and child

TENNIS LEAGUES

Men and women’s leagues are available and are not for beginners. Awards
will be given at the end of the league. Registration remains open until leagues
are filled. League play will begin in June. Call 468-7268 for information.

Ceramics is back and better than ever. Sign up for the class of your
choice. Beginner and Intermediates work on bisque and advanced work on
greenware. (Kenner Klay Studios - 468-7593).

League fee: $35

Beginner/Intermediate
Monday
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fee: $20/month

This is a beginner obedience class for dogs or puppies at least 6 months
old. Your dog will learn basic commands and how to behave while on a
leash. Dogs must be up to date on rabies, DHP, and parvo vaccinations.
Bring vaccination records to the first class. Dogs do not attend the 1st class.
Instructor is an AKC-approved Canine Good Citizen evaluator.
April 14 - May 26
June 16 - July 28
Woodward Gym
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Class fee: $35

Advanced
Tuesday
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Fee: $35/month

ART WITH ACRYLICS

Learn the exciting and versatile medium of acrylics! You will be taught the
basics and develop your unique creative touch. Supply list is given at the first
day of class. Instructor: Jane Read.

Fassbender Center
Session fee: $35

PAINT FOR FUN

An adult oil painting “recreation art” class that will amaze each student with
a finished painting. Students will receive an art supply list on the first day of
class. Instructor: Brenda Gruber.
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Fassbender Center
Session fee: $40

PAINT STUDIO

This is an introductory class to the world of art and painting. Each week you
will explore different kinds of mediums including acrylics, oils, watercolor
and pen & ink. You will complete a project in each medium. All supplies
included! Instructor: Brenda Gruber.
Tuesday
June 5 - June 26
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class Fee: $30

WATERCOLOR

Learn the basic watercolor techniques. Beginner knowledge of drawing is not
necessary. Supply list will be given on first day of class. Instructor: Brenda
Gruber.
May 3 - June 7
June 21 - July 26
Fassbender Center

2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Session fee: $40

TENNIS LESSONS

Playing tennis on a regular basis can help maintain or improve balance,
mobility, agility, strength and fitness. Come out and see why they say tennis
is a “sport for a lifetime.” This class consists of 8 lessons and ends with a
fun tournament! Instructor: Ellie Chavis.
Saturday
June 2 - July 14
9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Saturday
June 2 - July 14
10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Alabama Courts
Class fee: $15 per person

Summer is out and we want to get the whole family moving.
This workout class works on Yoga, stretching, cardio and
muscle tone.
Wednesday
Fassbender Center
June 13 - August 1
Class fee: $15 per family
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
member

Fassbender Center
Fee: $10 per family member

KENNER KLAY STUDIOS

Wednesday
May 2 - June 6
June 20 - July 25

This class offers parents and children the game of tennis
doubles. Parent and child team together learn the basic
techniques and rules for the game.

FAMILY STRETCH AND TONE - AGES 10 & UP

Adult

Monday
April 30 - June 4
June 18 - July 23
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

TENNIS DOUBLES – AGES 6 & UP

Alabama Courts
Class fee: $35

BEGINNER DOG OBEDIENCE

INTERMEDIATE DOG OBEDIENCE

This is an intermediate obedience class for dogs who have a basic start on
heeling, sit, down, come and stay. Your dog will learn the skills required to
pass the 10 parts of the Canine Good Citizen evaluation. Dogs must be upto-date on rabies, DHP and parvo vaccinations. Bring vaccination records
to first class. Training with dogs starts first class. Dogs come to first class.
Instructor is an AKC-approved Canine Good Citizen evaluator.
Saturday
April 14 - May 26
June 16 - July 28
Woodward Gym
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Class fee: $35

ZUMBA

A Latin inspired dance fitness class that incorporates movements such as
cha cha meringue, belly dance and more making this a fun and effective
workout. Join the fun! Instructor: Charlie Guzman
April 30 – June 29
July 2 – August 30
Adult Gym
Class Fee: $40.00

Mondays 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Thursday 7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

MIXED MEDIA ART

Use different forms of mediums such as charcoal, acrylics, etc to create this
unique piece “Baby Turtles to Sea”
Thursday
May 24
Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m
Class fee: $20

PORTRAIT DRAWING

Bring in a black and white high contrat photo and learn how to use
charcoal. Charcoal is a good medium for shading and blending.
Wednesday
June 13
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Fassbender Center
Class fee: $20

COMPUTER FOR BEGINNERS

Feeling uneasy by all of the talk you hear about computers? If so, this class
is for you! Computer Classes starts at the beginning, and covers the basics,
including: parts of a computer, how to open and close programs, How to use
a mouse. This class will also cover internet and email for beginners as well.
Instructor: Inez Shaw.
Tuesday
May 8 - June 12
Recreation Meeting Room
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Class fee $40

ADVANCED COMPUTER CLASSES

This class continues from the beginner class and explores internet usage, file
string, emails. It was also begin to cover the basics in Microsoft programs.
Instructor: Inez Shaw.
Tuesday
July 10 – August 7
Class fee: $40

Recreation Meeting Room
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m

STRETCH AND TONE

A “work at your own pace” toning class. This workout class works on all
areas in fitness including yoga stretching, cardio, flexibility and muscle tone.
Instructor: Phyllis Hymel
Monday , Tuesday, Thursday
April 30 – June 29
July 2 – August 30
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

Fassbender Center
Class Fee: $40.00

Leisure
Services

REGISTRATION MUST
BE COMPLETED ONLINE
at https://Kenner.recdesk.com

BEGINNING APRIL 2ND
Payments can also be made at the
Recreation Office at
1905 24th St. from 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Leisure Services – 468-7268
Ceramics – 468-7593
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Athletics

All athletic registrations can be done online at https://kenner.recdesk.com or at
your local playground for registration Monday – Friday 5:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CALL 468-7211

Soccer registration begins April 2, 2018 Football, Cheerleading, Volleyball & Bounceball August 6, 2018

S p o r ts C am p s - N EW
VOLLEYBALL CAMP - AGES 6-12

BASKETBALL CAMP - AGES 6-12

Monday – Friday
June 4 – June 8
July 9 – July 13

Monday – Friday
June 18 – June 22
July 23 – July 27
Camp Fee: 50.00

Open to all skill levels from beginner to advance. Camp will cover all basic skills and
fundamentals, with opportunities for team play
as well. Groups are divided by skill level and receive the appropriate attention for growth and
improvement.
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Muss Bertolino Gym
Camp Fee: 50.00

Open to all skill levels from beginner to advance. Camp
will cover all basic skills and fundamentals, with
opportunities for team play as well. Groups are divided by
skill level and receive the appropriate attention for growth
and improvement.

O n e Da y
Wo r ks h o p s
PAINT PARTY

Enjoy a night out with friends, refreshments and painting! No
drawing necessary! Each person will leave with a completed
painting at the end of the night. All supplies included.

Dance & Gymnastics
Registration

6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Workshop fee: $20

August 6th

Dance Open House
in August

Memorial Day
Independence Day
Labor Day
Thanksgiving Day
Veterans Day (observed)
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day Holiday
New Year’s Eve
New Year’s Day Holiday

Mon., May 28
Wed., July 4
Mon., Sept. 3
Thurs., Nov. 22
Fri., Nov. 23
Mon., Dec. 24
Tue., Dec 25
Mon., Dec. 31
Tue., Jan 1

No programs or classes will be held on the city of Kenner
holidays listed above. Classes or programs that occur on
a holiday will not be rescheduled.
NO PROGRAMS OR CLASSES WILL BE HELD ON THE CITY OF KENNER
HOLIDAYS LISTED ABOVE. CLASSES OR PROGRAMS THAT OCCUR ON A
HOLIDAY WILL NOT BE RESCHEDULED.

Open to all skill levels from beginner to advance. Camp will cover all basic skills and
fundamentals, with opportunities for team
play as well. Groups are divided by skill level
and receive the appropriate attention for
growth and improvement.
Wednesday – Friday
May 30 – June 1
Alabama Tennis Courts
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Camp Fee: 50.00

“THROWBACK THURSDAY” PAINT NIGHT

We are taking one of our past successful paintings from our Paint
party vault. All supplies included and no drawing experience needed.
Thursday
August 2
Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Class fee $20

DATE NIGHT

Grab a friend, family member, spouse or significant other and enjoy date
night. Each person will complete a 16x20 canvas painting that can be put
together to make one large wall art or each person can take their painting
home as a solo piece. No experience needed and snacks and supplies are
included! Instructor: Shannon Guibor
Friday
July 20
Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Class fee: $20 per person

April 26 - “Fleur de flower” May 18 - “Whimsical Cathedral”

CERAMIC PAINT NIGHT

Come out for a fun night painting ceramics. No drawing experience need because
we apply the pattern for you. All supplies included! Instructor: Toni Bacino

Call 471-2158
for more info!

2018 CITY OF KENNER
HOLIDAY CALENDAR

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (Boys)
1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. (Girls)
Wentwood Gym

TENNIS CAMP - AGES 6-12

Fridays 6: 00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Fassbender Center Workshop fee: $20

June 15 - “Roman Candy”

WREATH MAKING

July 19 - “Oyster”
Crawfish Platter June 1

Just in time to celebrate our nation’s patriotism. Learn to make
Snoball Plate July 6
this festive centerpiece to get your home ready for the holiday. All
supplies included. Wednesday 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Recreation WOOD DOORHANGER
Paint these door hangers to have a fun and festive front door or classroom door.
Office Workshop fee: $25
No drawing necessary! Held at the Fassbender Center
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Flip Flops, June 6

Pencil, July 26
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Kenner changes process for annual business
inspections
In an effort to better serve the business community, the Kenner Fire Department has adjusted
how it conducts annual business inspections, said
Kenner officials.
With the new process, the fire department
will complete annual “pre-fire planning” activities
monthly rather than biannually, estimated to increase
community contact by 307 percent over last year. Kenner officials say results are already showing that the
improved information now available to firefighters
responding to incidents around the city saves valuable
time and uses resources wisely.
Acting Kenner Fire Chief Joseph Sunseri noted
how these improvements benefit firefighters and the
city of Kenner. “By increasing preparedness of first responders along with other recent improvements, we
are geared toward reducing community risk factors,”
said Sunseri. “These types of activities provide better
professional services and improve the fire insurance
rating for Kenner.”

The next phase of this enhanced process uses
improved information technology between the Kenner Inspection and Code Enforcement Department
and the city’s fire department, so that the information provided to those departments by businesses
each year can be cross-shared when possible. That
makes the process more efficient for city employees as well as faster for business owners and workers when the fire department visits each business.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said the new process
really helps Kenner businesses. “Our city employees are dedicated to making things better in our
neighborhoods and for businesses that are located
in Kenner,” said Mayor Zahn. “We recently shared
that permit applications are typically turned
around within 24 hours. As we integrate operations,
not only are we sharing information but we are finding easier ways for our community to interact with
city departments.”

DISCOVERY
BASH

Fire

Inspection completed for new Kenner Fire
apparatus
SLEEP CENTER of NEW ORLEANS
Treating adults and children
“SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a
healthy life. We want to improve your productivity at work or school and enhance your
mood and concentration, by implementing evidence based sleep medicine.”
- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

4232 Williams Blvd. Suite #108 * Kenner
405-5582

Sleep Center of New Orleans
Treating adults and children
SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep
better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a healthy
life. We want to improve your productivity
at work or school, enhance your mood and
concentration, by implementing evidence-based
sleep medicine.”
- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

On March 9, 2018, the Kenner Fire Department
completed the final inspection and checklist to receive delivery of a new state-of-the-art fire truck – the
Rosenbauer 101 Foot Cobra Smart Aerial Platform
Fire Apparatus – along with loose equipment.
This fire apparatus and the new equipment on
the truck is especially vital to the city.
Acting Kenner Fire Chief Joseph Sunseri said
the new equipment serves several purposes for our

M – TH Open 8:30 - 4:30
Fri & Sat –By appointment only

CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION

Evaluation and treatment of sleep disorders
Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea)
Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
Excessive daytime sleepiness
Narcolepsy with cataplexy
Restless leg syndrome
Insomnia

community. “This will be the tallest apparatus we’ve
ever owned, with the tower reaching 100 feet in the air
carrying the personnel platform and a water cannon
which will allow firefighters to rescue people safely
from heights,” said Sunseri. “It is the kind of equipment that allowed us to direct 2.5 million gallons in
the initial firefight at the historic Kenner High School,
with our mutual aid partners of the Third District
Volunteer Fire Company providing ladders to assist in
that nearly eight-hour attack.”

Louisiana
Poison
Control
Center

Call us today if you
answer yes to 2 or more.

Snore?
Do you or anyone you know snore?

Tired?

Do you feel tired during the day?

Observed Apnea?
Stop breathing during the night?

Pressure High?
Do you have high
blood pressure?

NOW OPEN
ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION OF

• Sleep-related breathing disorders
(Sleep apnea)
• Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
• Excessive daytime sleepiness
• Narcolepsy with cataplexy
• Restless leg syndrome SPECIAL RATES
FOR UNINSURED/
SELF PAY
• Insomnia
PATIENTS
405-5582

M-TH OPEN 8:30-4:30
4232 WILLIAMS BLVD. SUITE #108 • KENNER
WWW.MYSCONO.COM or WWW.SLEEP4MYKIDS.COM

ACCEPTS MOST
INSURANCE
PLANS INCLUDING
MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID
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Tom Benson towers over New Orleans
By Ken Trahan
The accomplishments of his lifetime
are obvious and undeniable. The impact on
the New Orleans area is enormous. The shoes will

be hard to fill.
News of the passing of Tom Benson on March
15, 2018, was sobering, disappointing, sad and hurtful. It was not totally unexpected.
While critics will be quick to point out that he
had some shortcomings and will always remember
the days following Hurricane Katrina and his tough,

SELA
3613 N WOODLAWN Avenue
Metairie • $319,000

SALE PENDING
4604 Elmwood
Parkway, Metairie

3805 HOUMA Blvd.
#100 A

$359,000

1 Brdm/1 Bath
in Metairie
$95,000

®

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001

SALE PENDING

Cell 504.250.1610
Office 504.883.5252
Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com

4416 Rue Place Pontchartrain
Kenner • $649,900

Kenner School Spotlight:
ROOSEVELT MIDDLE
Theodore Roosevelt Middle School’s vision is to achieve success and growth
through a rigorous academic curriculum that is combined with motivation, respect,
and collaboration between students,
parents, and faculty. The dedicated staff
of education professionals at Roosevelt
Middle educates students in grades 6-8.
Roosevelt Middle’s academic offerings
challenge its brightest students, while
programs like after school tutoring allow
extra attention for children who need more
insight into the core subjects. Students are
also engaged through a wealth of extra
curricular opportunities, which include the arts, athletics, and culture building
programs.
Erica Ellis is the assistant
principal
of
Roosevelt
Middle. The school is
represented by Jefferson
Parish School Board District
IX Member Sandy DenapolisBosarge. Roosevelt Middle
is located at 3315 Maine
Avenue in Kenner. For more
information, call (504) 4431361 or visit the school online
at roosevelt.jpschools.org.
KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates
Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary,
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle,
Schneckenburger Elementary, Washington Montessori, G. T. Woods Elementary

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

bruising negotiations with the state to gain more financial favor for his NFL team, the sum of the parts
of the life of Tom Benson add up in a huge way.
When the New Orleans Saints and owner John
Mecom appeared on the verge of selling the team
or possibly relocating the team, Benson stepped
out of virtual obscurity to save the beloved, though
moribund franchise, purchasing the team on March
31, 1985.
It was my first exposure to Mr. Benson at the
press conference in 1985 to introduce him as the
new owner at Benson and Gold Chevrolet on Veterans Boulevard in Kenner. When he spoke, we were
surprised. He was naturally New Orleans. The dialect was unmistakable.
The Saints had never had a winning season under Mecom in 18 seasons. It would take the Benson
regime three years to post a winner.
Since that time, the successes are obvious.
There were four playoff appearances and a division championship under Jim Finks and Jim Mora.
After a bad hire of Mike Ditka, Benson righted the
ship by bringing in Randy Mueller and Jim Haslett.
A division championship and first playoff victory ever followed.
Then came the Mickey Loomis-Sean Payton
regime.
Six playoff appearances, two NFC championship appearances and a Super Bowl title have already been accrued as the regime continues.
The New Orleans sports scene was enriched
even further by Benson when he purchased the New
Orleans Hornets in 2012, once again, possibly saving
the franchise for New Orleans.
He and wife, Gayle, would rebrand the team
Pelicans.
Interestingly, Benson nearly brought another
professional franchise to New Orleans when he attempted to bring a Double A minor league baseball
team to the Crescent City, using the popular Pelicans brand as a connection to the past minor league
teams in New Orleans.
Benson’s effort was rebuffed by John Dikeou,
who moved his Triple A Denver Zephyrs here instead
as minor league rules allowed the higher classification team to take precedent over the team Benson
wanted to place in New Orleans.
Additionally, Benson presided over the birth
of the Arena Football League New Orleans VooDoo
in New Orleans, owning the franchise from 2004 to
2008, often drawing huge crowds, though the team
made the playoffs just once.
Benson worked his way up the hierarchy of
NFL owners, ascending to key positions of leadership during his time. His ownership was important
in the luring of five Super Bowls to New Orleans and
the Superdome during his tenure.
A pair of NBA All-Star games were also part of
the ownership of the Pelicans as well for New Orleans.
Then, there was the benevolence of Benson,
particularly in his later years. Undoubtedly, his marriage to Gayle and his advancing age prompted him
to give and to give generously and unconditionally to
many, many entities.
That included The University of Incarnate Word
in San Antonio, Brother Martin High School, Loyola
University, Ochsner Hospital, Tulane University and
Yulman Stadium and the Pro Football Hall of Fame
in Canton. Benson’s name is on that stadium and
his name is on the field at Tulane. There were many
others, including some on a personal level where he
reached out and touched those in need that he knew.

Additionally, Benson contributed to the business landscape, including buying (and selling)
WVUE-TV, Dixie Brewing Company and starting a
horse racing stable (GMB Racing) which employs
many.
It was always a pleasure to have Mr. Benson at
our Saints Hall of Fame inductions, embracing the
best of the best in franchise history. Fortunately, we
were able to waive eligibility rules and induct him
while he was here and could appreciate the honor
in 2012. He enjoyed the portrait done for him which
hangs permanently in the Saints Museum in the
Mercedes-Benz Superdome that he commissioned
one for himself. He was blessed to see his statue
erected and placed in Champions Square in 2014.
To illustrate just how Benson impacted those
in the community, the turnout for the public viewing
of his casket was enormous at St. Louis Cathedral on
March 21 and March 22. Another illustration came
from a Saints fan, who asked me permission to have
a bust of Mr. Benson produced to put in the Saints
Hall of Fame Museum.
On a personal level, it was an honor to be invited to and to attend his funeral at St. Louis Cathedral.
New Orleans is perhaps the biggest “small” city
in the country. It is easy to get from one end of the
city to the other, one reason why the NFL loves coming here for Super Bowls. It is a very parochial city,
where everyone seems to know virtually everyone
and a city where natives and long-time locals embrace their own.
Tom Benson was a native, a local, proud of his
school heritage at St. Aloysius and Loyola, his military service and his hometown. Today is a day where
we should all praise and be proud of what Mr. Benson did for the entire region. The street leading to
the Saints and Pelicans facilities is already named
Tom Benson Way. A street name in New Orleans
should follow.
One gets the sense that Benson departed this
earth at peace with himself and his legacy.
He was a much warmer person and giver later
in life. He was a happily married man. He embraced
his Roman Catholic faith in deeper fashion. He went
through a very difficult, hurtful break with family
members and structured the future of the Saints
and Pelicans clearly, legally, while he still could.
He knows that the teams are where he wants them,
in the hands of his wife. He knows that transfer of
power was approved unanimously by both the NFL
and NBA.
There is a high-rise office building situated
right next to the Superdome. It is named Benson
Tower.
The memory of Mr. Benson will linger long beyond most of our lives. That is what occurs when you
accomplish so much. His presence will tower over
New Orleans and the region for decades, if not centuries to come.
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of WGSO
990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and general manager of www.SportsNola.com and hosts “Sportsnola
TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. on WHNO, TV 20.
Trahan is the general manager and chairman of
the board of the Saints Hall of Fame Museum in the
Mercedes-Benz Superdome, runs the Life Resources
Sports Ministry and hosts All Access SportsTalk on
WGSO, 990 AM and WGSO.com on Monday, Thursday and Friday at 6:05 p.m. as well as “The Three
Tailgaters Show” on Saturday morning from 10:05
a.m. to noon with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille.
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Common misconceptions about a
power of attorney
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
A power of attorney is a convenient and
effective legal tool useful at many points in one’s life, not just in estate planning. However, there are many misconceptions about
power of attorney documents, which is likely why many
people do not have them or do not utilize them properly.
You can find a power of attorney document on
the internet. Just because you can find something on
the internet doesn’t mean you should. Power of attorney documents, just like any other type of legal documents, should be written to meet your specific needs
and circumstances. Fill-in-the-blank legal documents
are often ambiguous and leave a lot of room for interpretation which is not something you want in a legally
binding document. With internet documents, you also
run the risk of that document not actually being correct, valid or legally binding in Louisiana as a whole or
without meeting certain specifications.
A power of attorney grants the agent the right
to do what they please with your estate. False. A power of attorney allows the agent of your choosing the power to control certain aspects of your estate or to carry
out certain actions on your behalf, but it does not mean
they have the unfettered right to do whatever they
want. Agents acting under a power of attorney have an
overriding obligation, known as a fiduciary obligation or
fiduciary duty, to act in the best interest of the principal
(the person who named the agent). However, it is still
critical to choose someone you trust to be your agent.
There is one standard power of attorney. False.
Though the principal determines the type and scope of
the powers granted in a power of attorney document, it
is still important to have an experienced attorney draft
these documents to ensure that your wishes and intentions are clear and can be carried out properly without
any legal challenges. That being said, there are two
main categories of power of attorney documents – general and limited. A general power of attorney governs all
powers that can be covered by a power of attorney (like
buying or selling property or otherwise managing one’s
assets). A limited or special power of attorney does not
confer all powers. For example, a power of attorney
could be drafted which only grants the agent the power
to conduct a real estate sale while the principal is out of
town or unavailable.
A power of attorney is terminated upon incapacitation of the principal. False. While this is true in
most states, it is not true in Louisiana. Here, a power of
attorney remains in effect should the principal become

incapacitated or disabled unless the principal states
otherwise within the document. The legal term for this
is “durable” so you may see this term used in a power
of attorney, however, in Louisiana it is somewhat redundant. A power of attorney does terminate upon the
death of the principal. This and other slight differences
between states are one of the many reasons it is unwise
to trust legal documents printed from the internet. It is
always best to have an experienced attorney compose
legal documents.
The power of attorney moves to the agent the
moment the document is signed. False. While this
may be true in the event a specific start date or event is
not specified, you may choose to use what is known as
a “springing” or “conditional” power of attorney. If you
so choose, then you must expressly state under what
circumstances or after what date or event you would
like the power of attorney to go into effect. These are
typically used when you would only like to give an agent
power of attorney in the event of your own absence, incapacitation or disability.
You only need a power of attorney when you
are elderly or legally incompetent. False. This is one
of the most common misconceptions. A person must be
competent in order to execute legal documents. Once
a person lacks legal capacity, they can no longer sign a
power of attorney. Therefore, it is important to have a
power of attorney executed before you actually need it.
Furthermore, accidents and unexpected illnesses can
happen to anyone at any time, so it is important to have
a plan in place for taking care of your affairs while you
may be incapacitated.
A power of attorney is often likened to an insurance policy – you hope you’ll never need it, but you and
your family will be very grateful for your foresight if you
ever do. It’s the best way to ensure you have your say
about who you trust to manage your affairs.
This information has been provided for informational purposes only and is not intended and should not
be construed to constitute legal advice.
Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana
State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing
attorney and owner of Rivertown Law Center, L.L.C.,
located at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner.
Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime
and traffic violations are Rinck’s primary areas of
practice. Rinck can be reached at 704-1194 or info@
rivertownlaw.com.

Community
Friends of the Jefferson Public Library to hold
“Big Book Sale” in April
The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library will
hold their semiannual “Big Book Sale” from Thursday,
April 5 through Sunday, April 8, 2018, at the Pontchartrain Center located on Williams Boulevard at the
lake in Kenner. Hours are Thursday through Saturday
from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Sunday from noon
until 5:00 p.m. This is one of the largest book sales in
the New Orleans area, with over 65,000 items for sale,
including gently used adult and children’s books, puzzles, DVDs, CDs, video tapes, music tapes and records,
most priced from .50 to $3.
Auction items include a beautiful copy of Georgia O’Keeffe’s “One Hundred Flowers,” a collection of
the artist’s most famous flower masterpieces. Also, to

be auctioned are a copy of “The History of the Vietnam
War” and the book, “Quadrupeds of North America” by
John James Audubon.
Cash and credit cards will be accepted. Checks
can no longer be accepted. There is free admission
and plenty of free parking.
For security reasons the Pontchartrain Center
management has instituted a mandatory bag check
upon entry to the sale.
For more information, call the Friends of the
Jefferson Public Library at 455-2665 or email friendsjpl@Yahoo.com. All proceeds from the sale benefit
the Jefferson Parish Libraries.

21512151
Williams
BEHINDCAR
CAR
WASH)
WilliamsBlvd.
Blvd. –(RIGHT
RIGHT BEHIND
WASH

469-3503 • theicehousekenner.com

CAJUNLAND

TOP OFF YOUR TANK

PROPANE

SOLD BY THE GALLON

6.99

We’re your BOILING
headquarters!

20 Pack

Long Neck Bottles

24 PACK 12 OZ.

SUITCASE

20.99

bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

18

99

.

COKE PRODUCTS
COKE, DIET COKE,
DR PEPPER AND OTHER
12 PACK
COKE PRODUCTS

4.99

12 PACK

Monday - Thursday
7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday
7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

Assurance Care Provider LLC
Mr. Ron Tassin, CEO

OUTPATIENT SERVICES

Mental Health & Substance Abuse Services
Located in the Kenner Rivertown Community

➢ Over 15 Years of Services
❖ CARF ACCREDITATED
❖ Certified by the Office

of Behavioral Health
OUTPATIENT MENTAL HEALTH
SUBSTANCE ABUSE | REHABILITATION
Counseling and Therapy ❖ Crisis Management
Medication Management
❖ WE WELCOME CHILDREN, ADOLESCENTS

APRIL SHOWERS
BRINGS THIS
MESSAGE FROM
ASSURANCE CARE POVIDER
To all students of the Jefferson
Parish Schools: LEAP TESTING is Aproaching,
so here are some tips to the students
1. Be prepared. 2. Get a good night’s sleep.
3. Eat a hearty breakfast. 4. Stay calm.
Assurance Care will be distributing
Easter Baskets at some various schools
in the neighboohood.

AND ADULTS

❖ MEDICAID AND PRIVATE PAY ACCEPTED
AT THIS TIME

❖ WE NOW ACCEPT COMMERCIAL INSURANCE COMPANIES AND MEDICARE
ASSURANCE CARE PROVIDER NOW HIRING:

Hiring LCSWs • Bilingual Staff • Please email resume or call the office.
Hours: 9am - 5pm Monday - Friday
2145 Rev. Richard Wilson Dr. (formerly Jefferson Hwy.)

472-0068 • acpmhr@yahoo.com
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Should you make extra mortgage payments or boost your investments?
By Christina Sulli Wilson
Every month, you
pay your mortgage.
And, depending on
your circumstances,
you may be able to afford to put in additional payments – perhaps sizable ones. But should you? Or, if
you really have the extra money, should you invest it?
Initially, you might think it would be quite nice
to rid yourself of that mortgage sooner, rather than
later. But is it really the burden it seems?
Actually, you get some real benefits from a
mortgage. It certainly provides something of great
value to you – your home. If you got your mortgage
– or refinanced your home – within the past decade
or so, you are borrowing money at a pretty favorable
interest rate, by historical standards. And even

assuming a mild rate of inflation, such as we’ve had
for the past several years, you’ll essentially be paying
off your mortgage with cheaper and cheaper dollars
over time. Plus, your interest payments may well be
tax deductible. (The new tax laws limit deductions on
new mortgages of $750,000 or more. For questions on
your specific situation, consult your tax professional.)
So, given these advantages, an argument could
be made that you should be in no hurry to pay off your
mortgage. Still, you might be tempted to make the extra payments because you’ll be building home equity.
After all, isn’t this equity valuable? It is – to a degree.
The larger your home equity, the more money you’ll
get to keep when you eventually sell your home.
But in the meantime, that home equity may be
less useful than you might imagine. For one thing just

building more equity won’t make your home more
valuable – it will rise (or fall) in value along with whatever’s happening in the housing market. By contrast,
you could take the extra money and buy more shares
in an investment such as stocks – and the more shares
you own, the more valuable your investment will be if
the price per share rises.
Also, if you were to experience a temporary job
loss or some other financial emergency, your home
equity might not help you much; if you’re not working, you could even have trouble getting a home equity
loan. Conversely, your investment portfolio can offer
you greater liquidity, depending on your specific investments. Most investment vehicles, such as stocks
and bonds, generally can be sold quickly, without
much difficulty. (Keep in mind, though, that if you
were forced to sell investments when their price was
down, you could take a loss on the sale.)

Clearly, you could gain some advantages by using any extra money to invest, rather than paying
down your mortgage. Nonetheless, you may simply get
emotional and psychological satisfaction by speeding
your progress toward the day when your house is paid
off – and that type of satisfaction certainly has value.
You’ll need to weigh these intangible factors carefully
in deciding whether to increase your investments or
make extra mortgage payments – because, ultimately,
you need to feel that you’re doing the right thing, for
the right reasons.
Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor with Edward Jones. Wilson’s office is located in
Lakeside Shopping Center, 3301 Veterans Boulevard,
Suite 205 in Metairie. Wilson can be reached at 8313499 or Christina.Wilson@edwardjones.com

Government

Kenner participates in annual hurricane preparedness meeting
Kenner’s Office of Emergency Management staff
and ranking officers from the Kenner Police Department, as well as a liaison from East Jefferson Emergency Medical Service, attended the annual hurricane
preparedness meeting led by the Governor’s Office
of Homeland Security and Emergency Management
(GOHSEP).
Seventy-five emergency managers and homeland

security staff from local, parish and regional government agencies throughout the greater New Orleans
area attended the March 20, 2018 meeting in Gretna to
discuss updates and receive new information ahead of
storm season.
Ken Graham from the Slidell office of the National
Weather Service (NWS) began the meeting, discussing
updates on hurricane forecasting and terminology that

like us
on faceook
Facebook.com/KennerBusinessAssociation

FREE Networking
and Business Card Exchange
Meet and network with
fellow local professionals

April 26th

5:30 - 7:30pm
Copeland’s of New Orleans

1319 West Esplanade Ave.

May Luncheon
Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Blvd.

May 15th

11:30 - 1:00pm
$30/members $35/guests when you
RSVP by May 11th
Luncheon Information
Conact Judy La Bella:416-7637

Networking Information
Contact Teresa Liuzza: 450-3253

Learn more and RSVP at www.kennerbusinessassociation.com

*You do not have to be a KBA member nor live or work in Kenner to attend

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!

The Executive
Achievers Association meets
for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Thursday, April 12 & 26
at the Best Western Landmark Hotel
2601 Severn Ave, Metairie

Generate Solid Leads
Learn Leadership Skills
Be A Confident Public Speaker

Improve Profitability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION

Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

will be integrated into disaster information this year.
Officials from GOHSEP and the state Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (CPRA) discussed hurricane and storm damage risk-reduction systems, as
well as Lake Pontchartrain and vicinity gates for flood
control systems. The CPRA is assuming a more proactive role in working together with the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection
Authority and local levee districts to reduce flooding
throughout the region.
An important point shared by the NWS is that
there is an increasing reliance on social media for information, though the public may not always rely on the
informed sources for accurate information. NWS forecasters continue to improve their social media products,
providing timely surge and coastal flooding advisories
and imaging.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said he understands the
importance of accurate communications. “We have increased real-time information-sharing through our city
Nextdoor site, Kenner’s official Facebook page and the
city’s Twitter account. Our staff is committed to improving accurate, timely sharing of information that will
help keep our community safer,” said Mayor Zahn.

The biggest threat to local residents resulting
from a major storm, despite public perception, is water
– not wind. This year, residents can probably expect at
least an average number of storms. The National Weather Service will provide its formal estimates in mid-May.
The American Red Cross provided an update on
sheltering in the region as well, stressing that its teams
“do not participate in pre-landfall sheltering in efforts
that are within the Category Four Storm Surge.” Therefore, shelters will not be opened in advance of an approaching storm in Jefferson Parish, including Kenner.
A Red Cross specialist said the agency’s teams will only
come into the southeast Louisiana region for post-landfall sheltering.
“When the city of Kenner provides information
for the public’s safety,” Mayor Zahn said, “it’s because
we have reliable information from trusted partners that
we work with every day on a variety of activities, like
sheltering, and want the best for our residents and businesses. Please make sure to connect to the city on official social media so you have real-time factual updates
in order to make the best decision for your families and
loved ones not only in hurricane season, but throughout
the year.”

Tickets issued for no left turn onto Vintage
Drive will be dismissed
In March 2018, based on a recommendation from Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser,
the Kenner City Council approved several traffic
safety measures to benefit Chateau Elementary
School, including a no left turn onto Vintage Drive.
However, due to confusion regarding the
signs notifying motorists of the new restriction,
any ticket received through March 14, 2018, for

turning left onto Vintage Drive from Medoc Drive
will be dismissed, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn announced on March 14. Additionally, the Kenner
Public Works Department began installing additional signs in the area to avoid confusion.
Anyone with questions about this issue
should contact the city of Kenner’s Legal Department at 468-4080.

Section of West Napoleon Avenue lane
LLC to install two drainage pump stations and
closed until December tion,
canal improvements at an estimated total project cost
One eastbound and one westbound lane of West
Napoleon Avenue between Maine Avenue and Missouri
Avenue will be closed until Wednesday, December 5,
2018, at 5:00 p.m. During the closure, motorists should
merge to the available lane for travel.
The closure is necessary for Command Construc-

of $3,636,363. All work should complete on December
5, 2018, barring any contractor delay and weather permitting.
For more information contact Mark Drewes, Jefferson Parish Engineering Department Director at 7656500.
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Improvement in fitness improves brain health and slows aging
By Craig Goodwin
A minimum of walking for 30
minutes three to four days each week
is enough to protect your brain from
degeneration and keeps it sharp.
“It is pretty clear that exercise is one of the most potent things
we can do to protect our brain as we age,” says University of Pittsburgh exercise and aging researcher Kirk Erickson, PhD.
People with mild cognitive impairment (MCI) have noticeable
problems with memory and reasoning but aren’t serious enough to
interfere with daily living or the ability to take care of oneself. Research shows that 15 to 20 percent of those aged 65 or older may
have MCI.
Researchers at the University of Maryland School of Public
Health found that exercise may help reverse neurodegeneration in
both healthy adults and those with mild cognitive impairment (MCI).
Shrinkage of the outer layer of gray matter in the cerebrum –
also known as the cerebral cortex was found in both healthy older
adults and those diagnosed with MCI. Improving someone’s level of
fitness increased the thickness of his or her cerebral cortex. The
benefits of regular exercise and improved physical fitness were observed in both healthy older adults and those diagnosed with MCI,

an early stage of Alzheimer’s disease (AD).
“Exercise may help to reverse neurodegeneration and the trend
of brain shrinkage that we see in those with MCI and Alzheimer’s.
Many people think it is too late to intervene with exercise once a
person shows symptoms of memory loss, but our data suggest that
exercise may have a benefit in this early stage of cognitive decline.”
It was found that people with MCI that had low levels of white
and grey matter were also linked with low aerobic fitness levels. In
those where aerobic levels increased over time, the volume of white
matter also increased, showing this direct correlation between fitness level and white matter.
It has been shown that messages in the brain pass more efficiently in seniors who exercise.
Some studies suggest that aerobic exercise may be the key to
preventing Alzheimer’s. The stronger people became, the greater
the benefit for their brain.
The SMART trial led by Dr. Yorgi Mavros provides further information on the type, quality and frequency of exercise needed to get
the full cognitive benefits.
The aging process brings about shrinkage to the brain’s size,
which is believed to affect the loss of memory. But people who ex-

Entertainment
Free “Music in the Park”
concert series returns in May
On opening night of Music in the Park the band 90 Degrees West
will kick off the series. David Batiste and the Gladiators will be performing on May 11. May 18 brings in No Idea to play and the band, Weathered,
will round out the series on May 25.
For more information call 468-7231.

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 3921 Williams Boulevard
in Kenner and at two other locations in Metairie and on the West
Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical School Department
of Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by visiting www.
orthosportstherapy.com. Alexandra Goodwin is co-author and contributing writer to the Kenner Orthopedic column.
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For the twelfth spring, the popular live “Music in the Park” concert series returns to Kenner’s Rivertown, starting May 4, 2018. Rivertown will come alive on four Friday nights as popular local cover bands
perform on the back porch of the Kenner Produce Company shed of
Heritage Park, located in the 300 block of Williams Boulevard.
In addition to the free concerts, held from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., booths
will be manned by local food, refreshment and craft vendors. Guests are
encouraged to bring lawn chairs for seating. No outside food or drink
will be permitted.

ercised were reported to have a larger brain mass than those who do
not exercise.
In several studies conducted, non-physical leisure activities
such as cognitive brain training games, puzzles, etc., did not appear
to have any effect in protecting the brain from shrinkage or memory
loss. Physical activities like weightlifting and aerobics proved to be
correlating elements that affected the preservation of memory loss
and prevention of Alzheimer’s.
Exercise has immediate, long-lasting and protective benefits
for your brain. Exercise is the most transformative thing you can do
for your brain. It has an immediate effect on your brain via boost
in neurotransmitters and mood, ability to shift and focus attention,
and improvement of reaction times. Exercise changes the brain’s
anatomy, physiology and function.
The most transformative thing that exercise does to your brain
is provide protective effects.
Movement is how we affect the world around us, how we interact, respond to stimuli and even communicate. So, it goes that the
more we strengthen our muscles, the sharper and more adept our
aging brains will remain.
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Family owned and operated since 1975

Family-oriented “Movies in
the Park” in Rivertown every
Saturday in May

Dine In or Take Out • 305-6422
www.parranspoboys.com

The city of Kenner’s General Services Department will sponsor a
free community event, “Movies in the Park,” in Heritage Park in Rivertown.
Each Saturday in May at 8:00 p.m.,“Movies in the Park” will be open to
the public and will feature full-length family-oriented movie features
shown on a 25-foot outdoor movie screen in high-definition. Moviegoers
are encouraged to bring chairs or blankets to enjoy the event which will
be reminiscent of an old-time drive-in movie theater, weather permitting.

2321 West Esplanade between Power & Williams
M-Th 11-7:30 Fri 11-8:30 Sat 11-8

Concessions will be sold, but in order to keep the movies free, no outside
food or drink will be allowed. Pets are not allowed, as well.
Parrans_Gravy Bath_0216.indd
The movies being shown are “Coco” on May 5, “Cars 3” on May 12,
“Despicable Me 3” on May 19 and “Emoji Movie” on May 26.
For more information call 468-7231 or visit www.kenner.la.us.
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Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

See why State Farm insures more
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
combined. Great service, plus
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

®

www.kennerstar.com

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
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Home

When not to do it yourself
By Dan Dormady
With the growth
of the big box home
improvement stores,
homeowners
are
encouraged to DYI around the house. Going the doit-yourself route instead of paying a professional for
home maintenance and repair projects can result in
a real sense of accomplishment while saving money.
But, it can also lead to a disaster.
A recent survey revealed that 70 percent of folks
in their 50s and 60s had taken on a DIY project that
they normally would’ve paid a professional to tackle.
It’s true that home-improvement products have
become much more user-friendly with the amount of
material and instructions available on the internet
and the helpful seminars given by big box stores have
changed things. But even though a DIY project may
be easier than in the past, it could still wind up costing you more money and aggravation.

So, before you get out a tool kit and put on your
work clothes, make sure you ask yourself the following three questions.
Do I know what I’m doing?
Be honest. If you botch a DIY project, you might
wind up paying big bucks to hire a pro to fix the damage you’ve done. Even if all goes well, the cost of buying or renting equipment could gobble up any of the
money saved on labor costs. A good example is that of
a homeowner who decided one Sunday to replace an
external water spigot in his house. Thinking it was a
simple job, he turned off the water and removed the
old spigot. Unfortunately, he soon realized he had the
wrong replacement spigot and he couldn’t get the old
one re-attached. To avoid spending a night without water, the homeowner called a plumber and paid the Sunday double-time fee just to reconnect the old spigot.
Then he had to hire another plumber to replace it at
a later date. A Sunday job cost $500 when a scheduled
plumber visit on Monday would have cost about $150.
Could I hurt myself or my house?

Mental anguish and embarrassment are bad
enough. But a DIY accident can also result in a serious injury and rack up medical bills that far exceed
the expense of hiring a professional. Homeowners
who don’t know what they’re doing can also cause
damage that’s difficult and costly to repair.
Two projects to avoid are altering or adjusting
electrical and plumbing lines. If you’re not wellversed in those skills and local building code requirements, your gaffes could get you entangled in bureaucratic red tape and extreme danger. Shoddy electrical
work is a common cause of fires. Also, keep in mind
that any mistakes or shortcuts will have to be remedied before you attempt to sell your house, when an
inspection will require everything to be brought up
to code.
Also, avoid two-story ladder or scaffolding work.
Whether you’re clearing gutters or replacing shingles,
the risk of a fall is simply too great to justify saving a
few bucks.
Lastly, what is my time worth?

A good rule of thumb is to not jump into a DIY
project just because it won’t cost you as much as hiring a pro to do the job. You have to look at your time as
well as your money. For example, if it would take you
10 hours to complete a task that a pro would do for
$250, you’re valuing your time at $25 an hour. If your
salary is more like $50 an hour, the DIY approach may
not be worthwhile.
Dan Dormady is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector (LHI#10273) and
the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a
locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building
inspection services. Dormady can be reached at 4566999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at
criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady
Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Real Estate
Baths, beds and kitchens: Key projects for a $10,000 renovation
By Linda R. Martin
When it comes
to home improvement, additions to the
bathrooms, bedrooms
and kitchen are popular and pricey-upgrades. According to Remodeling
magazine’s 2018 Cost vs. Value Report, the average
cost of a kitchen remodel is $23,298, the average
bath remodel runs $19,134 and adding a bed and
bath combined for a master suite totals $123,420.
The average homeowner in a recent survey by
Trulia is budgeting a realistic $8,879 for a remodel
this year. According to Trulia’s Design Panel, they
can defray expenses and stay on target. The best

projects are listed below.
Bathroom
Add storage, shelving and tile
Install modern plumbing
Replace the cabinets with a vanity
Bedroom
Add a rug
Brighten up with an accent wall and lighting
Get a high-quality mattress, but lower cost
linens and pillows
Kitchen
Add contemporary countertops and door
knobs or pulls
Customize the pantry with storage
Give cabinets a facelift with new paint

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert closing assistance – In operation over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

These budget-conscious improvements can keep
you from overspending, coming in generally at $10,000
or less for each room. It pays to spend wisely

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner
Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard
in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned and operated company. Visit the
company website at www.gardnerRealtors.com.

Airport
New Orleans Airport Aviation Director
appointed to National Industry Leadership
Committee
Dolliole will represent the New Orleans Airport
The Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport announced on March 20, 2018, that its
Aviation Director Kevin Dolliole was appointed to a
committee of national aviation industry professionals focused on driving key legislative and regulatory
issues affecting airports across the country as well
developing association policies. Dolliole will serve a
four-year term on the American Association of Airport
Executives (AAAE) Policy Review Committee (PRC),
which is comprised of leadership from the nation’s
top airports.
“I sincerely appreciate being selected to serve
on AAAE’s Policy Review Committee,” said Dolliole. “I
am committed to the mission of advocating for legislative and regulatory issues that not only work to the
benefit of the New Orleans Airport, but the entire industry that connects us all together.”
“Kevin Dolliole is a highly respected airport executive and AAAE is appreciative of his willingness
to serve on the policy review committee,” said AAAE
Chair Scott Brockman, A.A.E. “Kevin’s talents, insight
and input as a leader of one of the nation’s largest
airports will be incredibly beneficial to AAAE as we
continue to refine and advance the policy objectives
of airports of all sizes.”

and help establish policies around critical issues facing airports today, which is especially important as
construction continues on New Orleans’ new, $1 billion airport terminal, which will completely replace
the current facility.
Opening in February 2019, the new airport terminal will deliver an improved arrival and departure
experience with more modern passenger amenities.
The terminal will boast an economic impact of $6.4
billion in local spending and provide over 64,000 jobs
by 2023.
With over 40 years of combined experience in
the airline and airport industries, Dolliole began his
third stint at the New Orleans Airport last June after
serving as director of airports at St. Louis Lambert
International Airport and aviation director at San Antonio International Airport. Dolliole previously served
in several executive positions at the New Orleans Airport, including acting director of aviation.
In addition to Dolliole, two other members, Bryant Francis, director of aviation for the Port of Oakland and Brian Ryks, executive director for the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport, were recently
appointed to the policy review committee.
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Choosing your new baby’s physician
By Jayesh Madrecha, M.D.
Pregnancy is an emotional time
in any expectant parent’s life. There is
nothing like the excitement of welcoming
a new baby into the world. However, parents can also feel uncertain and anxious about all of the preparations
that must be made prior to the baby’s arrival.
In addition to going to your obstetrician for prenatal care, it is also
important to make a decision in regard to who your baby’s doctor will be.
It is a good idea to begin doing research on local pediatricians or family
physicians who see pediatric patients. You should start that process a
few months prior to delivery. You should approach choosing your child’s
doctor much like you would approach choosing your own doctor. Listed
below are a few recommendations for helping to make your decision.
Ask around
Ask your friends and family members for their recommendations. If
you see a family physician for your own medical needs, you may want to
ask them if they see pediatric patients. You are most likely to trust the
opinion of those who are closest to you. You may also want to ask your
obstetrician for a list of physicians that they would recommend. You can
also call your local hospitals for a list of affiliated doctors.
Search online
After you compile some options, you may desire to search online

to view details about education, background and certifications. You can
also gather insight from patient reviews and ratings. Websites such as
Healthgrades and hospital sites are good places to find this information.
This research may help you narrow down your list.
Contact the office
Once you compile a list of physicians, you will want to ask each of
their offices questions. It is important to ask if the physician is accepting
new patients. You will also want to make sure that the provider takes
your insurance plan. Ask about office hours and important office policies.
It might be possible to set up an appointment for both parents to meet
the physician prior to the baby being born.
What to ask the physician
Make a list of questions that you would like the doctor to answer. Do
not be afraid to ask any questions that are important to you. Ask them
about their past experiences and training. Some other common questions that you may want to consider are listed below.
How soon after birth will my baby be seen?
How often will my baby be seen for check-ups and vaccinations?
How do you incorporate sick visits into your schedule?
What if my child gets sick after office hours or on a weekend?
If my baby gets sick, which hospital should I take him/her to?
What will happen if you are not available? May I meet the other
pediatricians in your practice?

Making a choice
Choosing your child’s physician is an important decision. They will
not only take care of your baby but will also be there to counsel you and answer your questions throughout your child’s early years. Trust your instincts
and make your decision based on who you feel most comfortable with.
Dr. Jayesh Madrecha graduated with a Bachelor of Science
from the University of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania and then received a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine degree from Midwestern
University-Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine in Downers
Grove, Illinois. Dr. Madrecha completed his residency from Adventist La Grange Memorial Hospital in La Grange, Illinois where he
was chief resident his final year. Dr. Madrecha practices primary
care, family medicine and general pediatrics. To make an appointment with Dr. Madrecha call 443-9500.

SABELLA’S
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Hot Water Heaters
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Ochsner Health System and Epic were named a recipient of
Microsoft Corporation’s 2018 Health Innovation Awards
“Standard patient deterioration early warning systems often
don’t give hospital staff enough time to intervene and can be plagued
with false positives,” said Jonathan Wilt, chief technology officer for
innovationOchsner. “We are utilizing hundreds of constantly changing
data points to drive real-time predictions that could potentially save
someone’s life.”
“The health industry is undergoing a digital transformation in
which intelligent health technologies are helping organizations, communities and individuals improve care by helping them better understand and share information,” said Chris Sakalosky, vice president,
U.S. Health & Life Sciences, Microsoft. “This year’s Microsoft Health
Innovation Award recipients are advancing the goals of improved patient engagement and care coordination through their pioneering use
of Microsoft devices, platforms and cloud and AI services.”
Nominations were submitted by health providers, payers, pharmaceutical and life science organizations, and public and private
health institutions across the world for applying Microsoft technology to create transformative and highly-effective innovations. An esteemed panel of industry experts selected this year’s winners based
on how their innovation represents a forward-thinking development
or implementation of a solution that is delivering groundbreaking
results and producing better health outcomes for more people. Recipients will be highlighted on the Microsoft in Health blog at www.
Microsoft.com/Health.

875-2888
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years
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The awards announced at the 2018 HIMSS (Healthcare Information and Management Systems Society) Annual Conference and Exhibition in Las Vegas, Nevada on March 8, 2018, recognize health organizations and their technology solution partners for using Microsoft’s
intelligent health technologies in innovative ways that help engage
patients, empower care teams, optimize clinical and operational effectiveness and transform health. The 2018 winners are impacting the
industry by creating breakthrough solutions that empower health and
life sciences organizations, while meeting global, local and industryspecific compliance and security standards.
Technology is transforming every corner of the healthcare industry, including the way clinicians monitor patients. Preventing potential downturns is key. As one of the first systems in the country to
integrate artificial intelligence (AI) into patient care workflows, the
new capabilities deliver rich patient insights to Ochsner care teams
in real time, using machine learning for clinical data to detect patients’ potential adverse health events more quickly and accurately.
Deploying a predictive model via Epic powered by Microsoft Azure has
enabled Ochsner’s Rapid Response Team (RRT) to intervene on patients proactively, rather than reactively, in real-time. Epic’s machine
learning platform enables health systems of all sizes to get the most of
machine learning with real-time information embedded directly into
clinician workflows and scaled across their organizations. During the
90-day pilot, the team successfully reduced adverse events outside of
the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) by 44 percent.
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Servicing Metairie & Kenner
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4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001
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Automotive
Do you know how to properly
check and fill tires?

We Shop For You!
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE

By Scott Zimmerman

Homeowners insurance provides
coverage for your home and personal
belongings. Liability coverage is another
critical component.
Single Family Homes
Rental Properties

Condominiums
Much More

467-0800
3409 Williams Blvd.

PROUDLY
REPRESENTING

www.guffeyinsurance.net
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Interest Checking
Qualifications:

1.51%

(APY)*

on balances up to$20,000
if qualifications are met

0.10

%

(APY)*

1.51%

(APY)*

1) Have at least 12 Gulf Coast
Bank & Trust issued debit card
transactions post and settle to
account each qualification cycle.
AND
2) Have at least 1 automatic
payment (ACH), direct deposit,
or online bill payment post
and settle to account each
qualification cycle.

on balances up to$20,000
if qualifications are met

will be paid if
qualifications are
not met

1.51%

(APY)*

on balances up to$20,000
if qualifications are met

0.76

%

(APY)*

0.10%

(APY)*

will be paid if
qualifications are
not met

on balances over 20,000
if qualifications are met
$

0.10%

0.76%

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate as of 04/01/2018. Rates may change at any time. Minimum to open is
$
20.00. If qualifications are met during each monthly qualification cycle: balances up to $20,000 receive 1.51% APY and
balances over $20,000 earn 0.76% APY on portion of balance over $20,000 resulting in a range from 1.51%–0.76% APY
(APY)*
(APY)*
depending on the balance. If qualifications are not met, all balances earn 0.10% APY.

will be paid if

on balances
over
20,000
**ATM
transactions, including
bank as ATM
transactions,
refunds for Point of Sale purchases, and internal transfers do not count towards
qualifications
are debit card transactions processed by merchants and received byifthe
qualifications are met
qualifying debit
notcard
mettransactions for purposes of earning a higher Annual Percentage yield and ATM refunds within the Interest Checking Account. Only debit card transactions processed by merchants and
received by the bank as POS ( Point of Sale) transactions count towards qualifying debit card transactions. Qualifying transactions must post and settle to the account during the monthly qualification cycle.
Transactions may take one or more banking days from the date the transaction was made to post to an account. “Monthly Qualification Cycle” means your qualification cycle will always end one business day
prior to the statement cycle date. The statement cycle date is the 15th of the month, except if the 15th falls on a Saturday or Sunday your statement will be cut on the Friday before the 15th. If the 15th falls on
a Federal holiday your statement will be cut on the previous business day. See banker for current APY (annual percentage yield). ATM fees will be refunded to your account each cycle that qualifications are
met; up to a limit of $25.00 per qualification cycle. ATM fees will not be refunded for each cycle that qualifications are not met. Fees may reduce earnings. Available for personal accounts only. Limited
to one account per social security number. See banker for more details. Monthly paper statement fee of $4.85 waived if average month to date balance of $5,000 or greater OR average month to date
balance of $25,000 or greater in qualifying deposits OR account is set up for eStatements. $5 fee for lost or damaged card.
$

0.76%

Ask a Banker to learn more | GULFBANK.COM | 800.223.2060
(APY)*

on balances over $20,000
if qualifications are met
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Inflating tires is
much more important
than you may think
resulting in a safer and more economical experience
on the road. Properly inflated tires can significantly
improve the fuel economy and your vehicle’s handling
also will be greatly improved as the larger a tire’s inflated footprint, the more responsive and more comfortable your ride balance will be.
First step
Find your tires’ proper inflation level on the
sticker on your driver’s-side doorjamb which will display your vehicle weight restriction and tire information including the recommended tire pressure. This
information can also be found your vehicle’s owner’s
manual.
Don’t refer to the sidewall markings on your
tires, which in part specify the maximum tire pressure
and not the recommended pressure for your car tire.
Do not judge tire inflation just by looking at your tire.
You need to use a tire pressure gauge to get the proper
pounds per square inch (PSI) reading. The three types
of tire-pressure gauges available are digital, internal
slide and dial. Prices can range from $5 for a basic
gauge to more than $30 for the digital which has an
air-release button and can even talk. They all will work
fine, but you need to consider the conditions when using your gauge. Low-cost digital pressure gauges are
very accurate and maintain the accuracy longer, but in
extremely cold temperatures the gauge may not give
the proper pressure.
Checking and filling your tires
Your vehicle should not be recently driven as all
four tires need to be checked when they are cold to
give the most accurate reading. Outside weather temperature can cause tire pressure to vary by as much as
one psi per 10 degrees. Higher weather temperatures
mean higher psi readings. You should try to check tire
pressure in a shady place as black tires attract heat.
Temperature outside plays a big part in tire psi. The
most crucial times to check tire pressure is in fall and
winter when days are shorter and average temperatures are lower.
You should check your tires in the morning before going anywhere, because as soon as you get behind

the wheel for an extended amount of time, the psi will
rise. If you are on the road for a long time and notice
a higher psi in your tires, do not let the air out. The
increase in pressure has built up due to the warm,
constantly-in-motion tires.
How to check tire pressure
Pull your car onto a level surface in the shade. Remove dust caps from the tires valve stems. Using your
tire gauge, firmly press the tip of the gauge straight
on to the tire’s valve stem for a brief moment. The
tire gauge should provide a psi reading. If the number
seems unrealistically low or high – for example, 85 psi
or one psi – you will need to repeat the previous step,
making sure that the tire gauge’s tip is properly making
contact with the valve stem. If the tire gauge’s recorded
reading is higher than the manufacturer-recommended rating, press the gauge tip on the valve stem until
you hear air leak out. Then check the tire pressure
again. If the reading is lower than recommended, you
will need to fill the tire with air. If you don’t have an air
compressor at home bring your car to a service center
with one. Do not drive on a flat tire because it is unsafe
and can damage the wheel itself.
To fill the tire, firmly press the air-hose tip onto
the valve stem. You will hear air quietly enter the tire.
If you hear air leaking or spraying out, you need to double-check that the connection between the air hose
and the tire’s valve stem is properly seated.
When you think you’ve added or let out enough
air, check the pressure a few times again with the
gauge. Replace the valve dust caps.
It is important to keep dust caps on during winter
driving because if water gets into the valve stem and
freezes inside the tire, it could cause a flat.
Don’t just check the four tires. Remember to
check your spare tire’s pressure, too. You don’t want to
have a flat tire and then find out your replacement is
flat as well.
Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire
and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated
full-service tire and automotive shop, located at 4200
Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30
a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s
website is www.scottystireauto.com.

Police

Kenner Police Department Training Academy
holds graduation
Graduates have successfully completed a comKenner Police Chief Michael J. Glaser announced that the Kenner Police Department’s sixteenth training academy graduated on March 23, 2018.
The graduation ceremony was held at Heritage Hall
in Kenner. The academy began on November 13, 2017.
Graduating recruits are Phillip Grayson, Gregory Howard, Josiah Jenson, Barrett Pearse, Ryan Smith,
Jesse Virga and Christopher Washington from the
Kenner Police Department. From the Harbor Police
Department are Darryl Barnes, John Favaloro and
Shaun Sylvas.
Recruits receiving awards are Phillip Grayson
for physical fitness, Gregory Howard for academic
achievement, John Favaloro for firearms and Darryl
Barnes for leadership. Phillip Grayson received the
Michael Louviere Memorial Award.

plex and stringent hiring process, which includes
passing an extensive background investigation, psychological exams, physical fitness assessment and
final selection through an oral administrative review
board process.
Graduates abided by strict codes of discipline
while they received over 612 hours of training in
various aspects of police work, such as legal issues,
first aid, firearms, investigations, traffic services, patrol practices, report writing, community relations,
self-defense tactics, physical training and defensive
driving. P.O.S.T. requires a minimum of 360 hours of
instruction. Upon completing the basic academy, new
Kenner Police recruits assigned to the patrol division
must also successfully complete a 16-week field training program, working with a veteran police officer.
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Be driven to win this April at
Treasure Chest
By Mike Garms – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager
April has finally
arrived, and with it all
the beauty of spring. It’s a great time to take a nice
leisurely drive with friends and family, taking in the
blossoming flowers, the verdant landscape and the
aroma of…wait a second, did that guy really just pull
right out in front of me?! Hey! Buddy! Yeah, you! You
cut me off! Okay, okay. So maybe driving isn’t always
so leisurely. But with Treasure Chest’s exciting car
giveaway, you can at least do it in style and then drive
on over to Treasure Chest when you get tired of traffic.
That’s right. This month we’re giving away a
2018 Toyota Camry from Ray Brandt Toyota with our
“Camry and Cash Giveaway.” Saturday, April 28, 2018,
from 7:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m., qualifiers will be selected to instantly win $200 slot dollars! Then, at 11:30
p.m., one qualifier will be selected to instantly win the
grand prize, a 2018 Toyota Camry and $2,500 cash!
That’s one exciting night of winning…Oh, for crying
out loud! Hey! You! Ever hear of turn signals? Sheesh!
Sorry. What was I saying again? Oh, yeah! All the
great stuff going on at Treasure Chest this April. Last
month we made a huge deal about “All-You-Can-Eat

Crawfish” at the Vista Buffet and it’s still going on
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. But with the nicer
weather, we can’t resist having a good ole’ fashioned
Louisiana crawfish boil with our annual “Crawfish
Boil on the Lake!” Friday, April 6 from 6:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. enjoy boiled crawfish on our front lawn
for just $10 for B Connected members. Also, enjoy
free live music by Groovy 7. What better way to greet
springtime on Lake Pontchartrain than by…Oh, jeez.
Just a second, this guy is practically riding my bumper.
Just go around! No, go around! Just…there you go.
Thank you! Good job!
Alright. I should probably get off the road. It’s dangerous to drive distracted and all the great happenings
at Treasure Chest this April are definitely distracting. We
look forward to serving you and as always, we’ll see you
on the…Oh, come on! Pick a lane and go with it!
Mike Garms is the Treasure Chest Casino General Manager. Treasure Chest Casino is located at
5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pontchartrain. Visit the website at www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

Free live entertainment at Treasure Chest in April
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom.
Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at
5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is
open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday.

The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the
casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com,
for more information.
Below is a list of entertainment with schedule
and times subject to change.

Wed., April 4
8:00 p.m.
Trivia Night

Wed., April 11
8:00 p.m.
Trivia Night

Sun., April 15
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sat., April 21
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Flipside

Thurs., April 5
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., April 12
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Wed., April 18
8:00 p.m.
Trivia Night

Sun., April 22 Thursday April 26
Showroom will be closed

Fri., April 6
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Top Cats

Fri., April 13
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
John Pierre & Expressions

Thurs., April 19
Closed Private Party

Fri., April 27
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sat., April 7
9:00 p.m. – 1:00 a.m.
Summer Breeze

Established 1986

We thank you!
465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

Orthopedic
Center for
Sports
Medicine
THOMAS R.
LYONS MD

CHARLES P.
MURPHY MD

LUIS M.
ESPINOZA MD

Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy

943-5777

7030 Canal Boulevard

889-2663

4921 Airline Drive

Mom & Dad, Have peace of mind
while your child is on the road!
Have their vehicle checked!

Sat., April 28
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
New Suit
Sun., April 29
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

mitting and no outside food or drinks are allowed.
A portion of the proceeds from the event will
benefit the local charity groups.
The casino player’s card must be shown upon
purchase. Membership into Treasure Chest’s B
Connected Club is free. See B Connected inside
the casino for more details, contact the Treasure
Chest Casino at 443-8000 or visit their website at
www.treasurechestcasino.com for more information.
Treasure Chest Casino is located at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner’s Laketown.
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Treasure Chest sponsoring outdoor music and
crawfish boil
Treasure Chest Casino is again sponsoring “Crawfish Boil on the Lake” this year. On the
front lawn of the casino, boiled crawfish will be
available and a live band will be performing on
Friday, April 6, 2018, from 6:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m.
Those with a Treasure Chest Casino B Connected
player’s card can receive a platter of crawfish and
fixings for $10. The cost will be $15 without a card.
Cold beer, soft drinks and water will be available
for purchase. Groovy 7 will be providing live entertainment.
The event is subject to change, weather per-

WILLIAM F.
SHERMAN JR. MD

www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Hablamos Español

T

Sun., April 8
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sat., April 14
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Short Circuit

Fri., April 20
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Cullen Landry & The
Midnight Streetcar

Celebrating 33 years
of business in Kenner.
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AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION • DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE
504-466-1381 • dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner
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Homeland Security training

Landscaping & Design,

from page 1

Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,
Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation
Systems, Fountains, Grading,
Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial
Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured
0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd 1

2/22/13 9:36 PM

24-hour electricAl service

bELLCO ELECTRiC
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Residential • Commercial

Working with two national experts, Dr. Richard
Ham, University of Arkansas Department of Industrial
Engineering associate director and Mr. R. George Rey
of COTS Technology, LLC, attendees from the United
States Coast Guard, United States Department of
Homeland Security, Transportation Security Administration, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Kenner Fire
Department, Kenner Police Department and others
Dr. Richard Ham, associate director in the department
of industrial engineering at the University of Arkansas,
utilized Kenner’s Emergency Operations Center to
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn (in the middle), Randall A.
learn the newest information on drones along with a
Reddin, assistant federal security director of inspections
host of other topics.
for TSA at the New Orleans Field Office and organizer of
On March 7, 2018, attendees participated in a
the training summit hosted in Kenner, and members of
drone demonstration, which operated under educa- the Kenner Office of Emergency Management.
tional authority as Kenner is within the five-mile restricted air space around the Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport. Federal protocol requires
ing a fire origin investigation at Kenner High School.
notification to the Federal Aviation Administration to
The historic property remains restricted for entrance
gain specific clearance,
as determinations regardwhich was completed
ing the structural soundbefore the training
ness are finalized. The
flight.
facility remains unsafe
“This
cooperafor personnel to enter.
tive effort allowed this
According to Acttraining opportunity to
ing Kenner Fire Chief
be a success for KenJoseph Sunseri, who was
ner, its businesses and
present for a portion of
residents as well as
this training, the advancour federal safety and
ing technology brings the
transportation
part- Unmanned Aircraft Systems, or drones, can provide
Kenner Fire Department
ners,” Mayor Zahn said. first responders with the ability to safely perform tasks
rapidly forward to serve
in areas that could pose risks to people.
“Our city administration
the community. “The life
works continuously to
and property of our comcreate these types of partnerships that will continue to
munity and the safety of our personnel is paramount
provide learning and collaborative opportunities with
to our mission. Our fire department welcomes the opfederal, state, and local partners. The ultimate goal is
portunity to use these strategic tools as one of the city’s
to employ cutting-edge information and technology to
ways we approach improving response and reducing
address our local roadway, waterway, rail and air safety
risk every day.”
initiatives.”
Mayor Zahn noted the Kenner Office of EmerUnmanned Aircraft Systems, or drones, provide
gency Management has shown the role this technology
first responders with the ability to safely perform tasks
can play in public works construction, code enforcein areas that could pose risks to people. As a recent ex- ment inspection, as well as on dangerous first respondample, the Kenner Fire Department utilized UAS dur- er scenes or search and-rescue operations.

LA License #28613

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE
BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE
over
30 Years
experience

455-2355

No Job Too Small - We Do all!

METAiRiE
KENNER
LICENSED
INSURED
LICENSED •¥ BONDED
BONDED ¥• INSURED

N.O. AREA

OWNER
OWNER RONNIE
RONNIE BELLACI
BELLACI

Come watch
your sports at
Stepbrothers.

Attendees of the Homeland Security Summit, with Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn, federal staff and city workers.

Sheriff

Nobody does it
better than us!
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OPEN 11 am - 4 am

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

We are the
place to watch
all sports on
our 19 TVs.
Not a bad seat
in the house.

Beer bucket
specials and
great food.
WIFI.

Come Watch
Basketball
at
Stepbrothers.

NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!

sheriff until this election. The unexpired term
Lopinto won in the special election will end on
June 30, 2020.
In unofficial results, Lopinto received 42,467
votes or 52 percent of the total vote. Fortunato,
who served with the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office for 46 years, garnered 48 percent with 39,165
total votes.
The voter turnout for the sheriff’s election
was 30.2 percent with 81,632 of 269, 932 eligible
voters going to the polls.
Lopinto, a lifelong resident of Jefferson

Parish, first began his law enforcement career
with the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office as a
recruit in 1977 and served for eight years as a
deputy and narcotics detective. Lopinto continued public service when he was elected to three
terms as a Louisiana House Representative beginning in 2007. In 2016, Lopinto rejoined the
sheriff’s office as the legal liaison to Sheriff
Normand and was promoted to chief criminal
deputy and commander of field operations before being appointed interim sheriff. Lopinto is
the managing partner of Lopinto Law Firm, LLC,
a Metairie firm that is engaged in a general civil
practice and specializes in civil rights defense
of sheriff’s offices and their employees.

Latin American News
Protect yourself against crime
By Rafael E. Saddy
How safe are you?
If government statistics are any indication,
there’s reason to feel
somewhat secure. The latest U.S. Department of Justice crime figures show personal crimes which include
rape, sexual assault, robbery and aggravated and simple
assault are at their lowest levels on record. Property
crimes which include burglary, car theft and theft have
stabilized after years of decline.
Yet this is no time to be complacent. Many criminals prey on people who are off guard. Criminals look for
people who are not paying attention to their surroundings and then use the element of surprise to their advantage.
Regardless of the improved crime rate, crime
still affects everyone in all types of neighborhoods. It
crosses economic and racial lines and has no borders.
It is a reality. People are being victimized or are being
targeted to be victims each and every day. To avoid becoming a victim, you need to take charge of your own
safety. There are no guarantees, but actively tuning
your thoughts and actions toward crime prevention

and self-defense can help lower chances of becoming
a casualty. There’s a saying in the martial arts world
that the best form of self-defense is not putting yourself
in a position where you have to defend yourself.
If you have witnessed a crime, or a crime has been
committed against you, it needs to be reported to the
police, local authorities or Immigration and Custom
Enforcement (ICE). They need as much information as
possible to investigate a crime. Any information you give
may be able to help, even if there are other witnesses
to the crime.
If you are reporting a crime for someone else because the witness feels unable to because of distress or
language barrier, the authorities will be sympathetic to
other people making the initial report of the crime, but
keep in mind the authorities do prefer talking to the
victim that witnessed the incident directly, because they
will know the full details of what happened.
When reporting a crime you should give the authorities as much information as you can about the incident such as location, time and descriptions of those
involved. If you know who the victim is or how they
might be able to contact them, provide that information.

Kenner City Council races

Beverage Commission and has participated in the
Kenner Police Academy.
Kenner District 3
Two newcomers were in the race with Glenn
Hayes, Sr. winning a seat on the council against Randall
Paul, Sr. Incumbent Keith Reynaud was eligible for
another term but chose not to run.
Hayes got 74 percent of the vote receiving 1,612
votes of the 7,331 eligible votes. Paul got 566 votes with
26 percent. Voter turnout was 29.7 percent with 2,178
votes cast.
Hayes, a small business owner has served as
president and chief executive officer of the Jefferson
Chamber of Commerce. Hayes is a co-broker for an

from page 1

DeFrancesch received 4,887 votes at 46 percent of
votes cast. The voter turnout was 27.5 percent with
10,539 votes cast of the 38,389 eligible votes.
DeFrancesch served as Kenner District 4
Councilwoman for eight years, beginning in 2006. In
2014, DeFrancesch was elected to her current at-large
position.
McKinney currently is a project management
cost analyst at one of the nation’s leading power plants
and has been a board member on the Kenner Historic
District Design Commission, the Kenner Alcohol

District 1 runoff
from page 1

with signatures of at least 30 percent of the district’s
registered voters, the candidate can seek another term.
Carroll, a resident of Kenner for over 50 years,
is a two-term officer with the Jefferson Parish
Development Commission (JEDCO) and presently
works as the Orleans Parish Sheriff Office Security

Jefferson Parish donation
from page 1

help festival officials put on an even better show. This
year’s festival, featuring live music, food, rides, games
and crafts, is Friday, April 20 through Sunday, April 22,
2018 in Rivertown.
The parish also worked with officials in the Kenner’s Emergency Management Department on an
$18,197.52 grant that was received recently. The grant
will pay for equipment and supplies, including water
and MREs, two laptops, a rapid deployment camera, 20
vests and a ham radio antenna for the emergency operations center building.

Kenner Business
from page 1

$13,000 to charities in January 2018, Branigan said.
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn applauded the group’s
yearly efforts to give back to the community. “We are

Administration Director of Programs.
Weathersby is a Kenner native and graduated
from Riverside Christian Academy. Weathersby
received an associate of applied science degree in
computer-aided drafting from the Southeast College
of Technology and currently works with a family
business.

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn noted that Kenner received a total of more than $148,000 and said the city
is lucky to have such a good relationship with the two
parish council members who represent Kenner, and the
majority of the Jefferson Parish Council.
“I want to thank Dominick Impastato and Mark
Spears for always being available to help Kenner and for
coming up with this money that will make a big difference at Kenner City Park and for homeland security, not
to mention the generous donation to the Italian Heritage Festival,” Zahn said. “Our relationships with our
friends on the parish council continue to be beneficial
for our Kenner residents.”
certainly appreciative of all of their support,” said Zahn.
Interim Kenner Fire Chief Ryan Bergeron offered
thanks on behalf of the department. “This certainly
meets a need for our firefighters and we want to thank
the KBA for their generosity and for stepping up to the
plate,” said Bergeron.

If you are concerned about your own and family safety,
let them know so they can give you the right advice.
Reporting a crime is very important because the
authorities do not automatically investigate a crime.
They can only investigate if the crime has been reported
and a statement made. Reporting the crime is important
for accurate crime stats. This gives authorities more leverage to request extra police officers, vehicles, etc. It
gives the police a time frame and points out hot spots.
They might be able to lift fingerprints that can possibly
link them to existing or future cases. It also helps them
to determine the pattern criminals operate.
Community announcements
April 5 – Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Town
Hall Roundtable Meeting and Luncheon from 9:00 a.m.
until 1:30 p.m. at the Hyatt Regency New Orleans. For
information call 885-4262.
April 15 – Income taxes due. It is that time of the
year and every person that receives income, resides in
the United States and fulfills certain requirements is required to file an income tax return and to pay any taxes
that are due. Everyone must file, including individuals
not in permanent residence status. Hispanics in T.P.S.
and/or pending on legalization status are encouraged
to file taxes to avoid any complications with the Internal Revenue Service. If you are not sure about how to
file an income tax return, ask the proper authorities for
international insurance and risk management firm.
Kenner District 4
Incumbent Leonard Cline, Jr., running for his
second term, was unseated by George Branigan, who
will take office for the first time.
Unofficial returns show Branigan received 67
percent of votes cast with 1,848. Cline got 900 votes
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guidance. If you do not have a Social Security number
the IRS will issue an ITIN number. This is not a Social
Security number but a number assigned specifically to
individuals so they can file a tax return and pay their
taxes. For further information contact the IRS or your
local registered tax accountant.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center
offers various programs as well as access to information
and referrals for all sorts of issues. For information call
469-2571.
Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV, Cox Cable channel 76 or U-verse channel 99, has Hispanic TV programs
every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m.
For more information and program schedule, go to www.
kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner TV logo or go to the
Kenner TV Face book/You Tube page.
I leave you with this thought. “When you gamble
with safety, you bet your life.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for
the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana
(LACAL) and serves on the governing board of directors of Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy
at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be
sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

with 33 percent. Voter turnout was 32.9 percent with a
total of 2,748 votes cast out of 8,363 eligible votes.
Branigan has been in the insurance business for
36 years, owning Branigan Insurance Associates for
over 30 years, specializing in employee benefits offered
by companies for their employees.

Spring has Sprung!
OPEN SATURDAYS 8 TO NOON

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - noon Saturday

www.scottystireandauto.com

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
Work Struts • Brake Service
Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning
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Restrictions apply. Weather permitting.

FRIDAY, APRIL 6
6:30pm - 9:30pm

Enjoy boiled crawfish on the
front lawn of Treasure Chest
Casino! ONLY $10 for
B Connected Members.
Enjoy FREE LIVE MUSIC
by Groovy 7.

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
7:00pm - 11:00pm

Qualifiers will be selected
starting at 7:00pm to instantly
win $200 SLOT DOLLARS!
At 11:30pm one qualifier
will be selected to
instantly win a 2018
TOYOTA® CAMRY®
& $2,500 CASH.
Vehicle provided by

Must be 21. Restrictions apply. Check-in begins at 6:00pm on
promotion day. Earn entries April 1 - 28. 100 points = 1 entry. Receive
one free entry during promotion. Toyota and Camry are registered
trademarks of Toyota Motor Company.
Actual vehicle may vary.
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