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Passenger traffic at New Orleans airport continues to climb with another record-breaking year
The Louis Armstrong New Orleans Interna-

tional Airport (MSY) has set a new, all-time record 
with 12,009,512 total passengers served in 2017. 
Due to an increase in air service, 2017 was another 
year of unprecedented growth at the airport. Pas-
senger totals from 2017 follow record-setting years 
in 2015 and 2016 with 10.6 million passengers and 
11.1 million passengers travelling through MSY, 
respectively. Last year was the seventh year of con-
tinued passenger growth, with an overall increase 
of over 35 percent in total passengers since 2010.

“Travelers from all over the world are flocking 
to New Orleans for the unique culture, experience 

and people here,” said New Orleans Mayor Mitch 
Landrieu. “I’m so proud to see yet another record-
breaking year for the airport. This is a clear sign 
that New Orleans isn’t just back on its feet, it is 
as vibrant as ever. As a top travel destination in 
2018, we are in a position to see even more tourism 
growth during our tricentennial year. As construc-
tion progresses on the new North Terminal, which 
will be complete in February 2019, we will contin-
ue to open the doors to new opportunities for the 
people, businesses and visitors in our city.”

In 2017, the airport obtained new flights to 
various destinations. In February Allegiant Air be-

gan nonstop service to Raleigh-Durham, NC, and 
Cleveland, OH, two new destinations. In March, 
British Airways launched four times weekly, non-
stop flights to London-Heathrow, a new interna-
tional destination from MSY, and announced the 
addition of a fifth frequency in October 2017. In 
April Southwest Airlines began seasonal service to 
Raleigh-Durham International Airport and John 
Glenn Columbus International Airport. In May 
Condor Airlines launched seasonal, nonstop ser-
vice to Frankfurt, Germany, a new international 
destination from MSY. Vacation Express added 
more flights to Cancun, Mexico, for the 2017 sea-

son. Alaska Airlines and Virgin America began 
daily nonstop service to San Francisco in Septem-
ber. Frontier Airlines in October launched service 
to four cities including two new destinations with 
Islip and Providence and two existing destinations 
with San Antonio and Austin. Also, that month the 
fifth weekly flight to London-Heathrow with Brit-
ish Airways began. Spirit Airlines added nonstop 
service in November to four cities including daily 
service to Boston, Newark, and Tampa and four 
times per week flights to Minneapolis/St. Paul.

Due to the additional flights in 2017, the  
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Three challenge 
incumbent Ben Zahn in 
Kenner mayor’s race

In early January 2018, three candidates 
signed up to challenge current Kenner Mayor 
Ben Zahn for a four-year term that will start July 
1, 2018. Zahn was elected in October 2016 and 
took office in January 2017 to fulfill the unex-
pired term of Michael Yenni, which ends June 30, 
2018. Yenni was elected Jefferson Parish presi-
dent and took his parish office in January 2017.

Along with Zahn, a Republican, on the 
Saturday, March 24, 2018 ballot are Republican 
M.V. “Vinny Mendoza, Albert “Al” Morella of the 
Independent Party and Dona R. Reynaud, a Re-
publican.   

Three Kenner councilmembers elected unopposed
At the close of 

qualifying on January 
5, 2018, one Kenner 
councilman-at-large 
and two district coun-
cilmembers were 
elected unopposed to 
four-year terms begin-
ning July 1, 2018.

Incumbent Divi-
sion B Kenner Coun-
cilman-at-large Tom Willmott, a Republican, was 
a state representative for nine years before being 
elected to the city council in November 2016 to 
take over the unfulfilled term of Keith Conley, who 
stepped down to become Jefferson Parish Chief 
Operating Officer. This will be Willmott’s first four-

year term.
Kenner District 2 Councilman Mike Sigur was 

first elected to the seat in 2014. During his tenure as 
district councilman, Sigur concurrently became act-
ing mayor of Kenner in January 2016 when Kenner 

Brian Brennan
Councilman

Kenner District 5

 Tom Willmott 
Councilman-at-large  
Kenner Division B

Michael Sigur 
Councilman

Kenner District 2

Police Chief Glaser 
re-elected without 
opposition, pleased by 
2017 drop in crime
By Allan Katz

Kenner Police 
Chief Michael Glaser  
has been re-elected to 
a second four-year term 
without opposition. No 
one qualified to run 
against him in Kenner’s 
March 2018 election.

“This is a wonder-
ful compliment to the 
men and women of the 
Kenner Police Department who are hard workers 
dedicated to our city’s safety,” Chief Glaser said. 

“Our department is totally committed to continu-
ing Kenner as one of America’s safest cities of its 
size.”

Chief Glaser also said he is proud and 
pleased with a 4.17 percent drop in crime in Ken-
ner in the first 10 months of 2017 compared to the 
same period in 2016. The chief released crime 
statistics for the 2017 calendar year compared to 
2016 statistics.

Included were a decrease in murders and 
negligent homicides from six in 2016 to five in 
2017, a drop of 16.67 percent. Also included was 
a decrease in forcible rapes from 27 in 2016 to 19 
in 217, a drop of 26.63 percent. The statistics also 
included a slight drop in robberies from 66 in 2016 
to 65 in 2017, a drop of 1.52 percent. Also reflect-
ing a slight drop was aggravated assaults from 115 
in 2016 to 104 in 2017, a drop of 9.57 percent.

Showing an increase were burglaries which 
went from 215 in 2016 to 238 in 2017, an increase 
of 10.70 percent. Showing a slight decrease were 
larceny-thefts which went from 1,798 in 2016 to 
1,738 in 2017, a drop of 3.34 percent. A category 
showing an increase in crime was vehicular thefts 
which went from 102 in 2016 to 128 in 2017, an 

Kenner Police Chief
Michael Glaser
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Four Kenner Council 
races on March 24 
ballot

When Kenner voters go to the polls on Sat-
urday, March 24, 2018, they will elect four coun-
cil members to four-year terms beginning July 1, 
2018.

Incumbent Kenner Division A Councilwom-
an-at-large Maria DeFrancesch will face newcom-
er Kristi McKinney. Both are Republicans.

Kenner’s District 1 drew three candidates. 
Incumbent Gregory W. Carroll, a Democrat, will 
go against newcomers “Jackie” Brown-Cocker-
ham, a Democrat, and David Weathersby, no party.

In Kenner District 3, incumbent Keith Rey-
naud was eligible for another term but chose not 
to run, so a new councilmember will occupy that 
position starting in July. Two Republican candi-
dates qualified. Glenn Hayes, Sr., and Randall 
Paul, Sr. will be on the ballot for the District 3 seat.

Leonard Cline, Jr., a Republican, was elect-
ed as Kenner District 4 Councilman in 2014. One 
candidate, George Branigan, a Republican, is 
challenging Cline for the council seat.   

“Cosmogram” 
added to Kenner’s 
sculpture garden

Local New Orleans resident artist 
Carl Joe Williams designed “Cosmogram,” 
the newest figure added to Kenner’s 
sculpture garden located in the Power 
Boulevard median. The piece, donated 
by Henry and Pat Shane, is constructed 
of aluminum and is 10 feet wide and 10 
feet high, weighing approximately 300 
pounds.   
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magic tree house: space mission
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 30 minutes  
Based on the beloved Magic Tree House book series, Magic Tree House Space Mission 
launches the intrepid Jack and Annie on a funfi lled journey to discover the secrets of the 
Sun, Moon, planets, space travel and more. Aligned with early elementary information 
skillslearning objectives, this beautifully produced show is a winner with Magic Tree 
House fans of all ages.

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes  
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big 
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to 
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even 
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Big Bird’s 
Adventure

Fright Light
Saturday, Oct. 1 only - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 50 minutes  
There are no tricks, but plenty of treats in this “frightfully” entertaining laser light show! 
Back by popular demand, Fright Light is a “monster” of a show and promises to thrill 

audiences of all ages with a medley of fun Halloween themed tunes and laser animations. Musical selections 
include Thriller, Monster Mash, Men in Black, Purple People Eater, and Iron Man among many others.

Dream to Fly 
Saturdays - 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  
Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of fl ying. Tales of mythical 
dragon fl ights thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of 
magic carpet rides. Leonardo da Vinci stoked the dreams of fl ight with his 
fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned to look at nature for the secrets of fl ight. Open your 
audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas about fl ight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued 
the ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars.

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 700622020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  ★   Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show  ★  Children/Seniors, $5 per show   ★  Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us        show schedule subject to change

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  
How many planets are there in our solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten, 
or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of objects that populate our solar 
system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step back to look 
at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

                     Saturdays – 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes
                                   Get ready for a mix of today’s most popular musical artists brought 
                         to life in this dazzling display of color and light. Laser animations are set to 
selections from Justin Timberlake, Lloyd, Estelle, the Beastie Boys, Lil Mama, the Black Eyed Peas 
and more. This show is sure to be fun and exciting for everyone! 

AND

                     Saturdays – 1 p.m. 
                                   Get ready for a mix of today’s most popular musical artists brought 
                         to life in this dazzling display of color and light. Laser animations are set to 

 Running time: 40 minutes

selections from Justin Timberlake, Lloyd, Estelle, the Beastie Boys, Lil Mama, the Black Eyed Peas OPEN EVERY 
SATURDAY 

from 9AM - 1PM
FREE PARKING 
AND ADMISSION
Fresh fruits, vegetables, local honey, jams, jellies, 

Italian cookies, handcrafted items and more!
To become a vendor or for more information call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 468-7211

www.Facebook.com/RivertownFarmersMarket 

NEW LOCATION
LA SALLE’S LANDING - 
LEVEE IN RIVERTOWN

Farmers Market_1-4 Page_0118.indd   1 12/30/17   12:48 PM

400 block 
of Williams Blvd. Royal toast at noon

info 468-7231
www.kenner.la.us

Monday, February 12
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

ZULU 2018 MEETS ARGUS 2018 FOR ITS ANNUAL TOAST ZULU 2018 MEETS ARGUS 2018 FOR ITS ANNUAL TOAST ZULU 2018 MEETS ARGUS 2018 FOR ITS ANNUAL TOAST ZULU 2018 MEETS ARGUS 2018 FOR ITS ANNUAL TOAST 
WITH KENNER MAYOR BEN ZAHN, KENNER POLICE CHIEF MIKE GLASER & THE KENNER CITY COUNCILWITH KENNER MAYOR BEN ZAHN, KENNER POLICE CHIEF MIKE GLASER & THE KENNER CITY COUNCILWITH KENNER MAYOR BEN ZAHN, KENNER POLICE CHIEF MIKE GLASER & THE KENNER CITY COUNCILWITH KENNER MAYOR BEN ZAHN, KENNER POLICE CHIEF MIKE GLASER & THE KENNER CITY COUNCIL

Mojeaux at 11:00 ★ Crafts, Food & Fun

CityofKennerFP_0218.indd   1 1/28/18   4:36 PM
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Open 7 Days • Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

www.chateaucafe.com

3501 Chateau Blvd. • 465-9444
Everyday 6:45 am - 10 pm

701 W. Esplanade • 461-9819
Mon - Sat 6:30 - 3 pm

Sun 7:00 to 2 pm

Call Ahead for  To Go Orders!

Burger Specials 
(Chateau Blvd. location only)

BBQ, Bacon, Cheddar Burger
Mushroom, Swiss Burger

Jalapeño, Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger
Three Cheese, Bacon Burger 

(Cheddar, Jack or Swiss)

Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger
Bacon, Cheddar or Swiss Burger

BBQ, Bacon, Ranch Burger
Mushroom, Bacon, Swiss Burger

Buffalo, Blue Cheese, Bacon Burger 
(Melted Blue Cheese, Crispy Bacon & Buffalo Sauce)

Five Cheese Burger 
(Cheddar, Jack, Swiss, Blue Cheese, & Feta)

Avocado Swiss Burger
All burgers served with fries or chips for lunch and dinner.

ChateauCafe_1113.indd   1 10/25/13   9:18 PM
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The new Armstrong International. 
Where New Orleans takes flight.                                                               
Arriving 2019.

Taking shape now. Taking flight in 2019.
● 1,500 construction jobs
● $6.4 billion in local spending
● 1 powerful economic engine 

@MSYAirport@NO_AIRPORTwww.flymsy.com

Ask a Banker to learn more   |   GULFBANK.COM   |   800.223.2060

Fishing for Interest

You’ll net more  
with our
Interest
Checking

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate as of 02/01/2018. Rates may change at any time. Minimum to open is $20.00. If qualifications are met during each monthly qualification cycle: balances up to 
$20,000 receive 1.51% APY and balances over $20,000 earn 0.76% APY on portion of balance over $20,000 resulting in a range from 1.51%–0.76% APY depending on the balance. If qualifications are not met, 
all balances earn 0.10% APY. 

**ATM transactions, including debit card transactions processed by merchants and received by the bank as ATM transactions, refunds for Point of Sale purchases, and internal transfers do not count towards 
qualifying debit card transactions for purposes of earning a higher Annual Percentage yield and ATM refunds within the Interest Checking Account. Only debit card transactions processed by merchants and 
received by the bank as POS ( Point of Sale) transactions count towards qualifying debit card transactions. Qualifying transactions must post and settle to the account during the monthly qualification cycle. 
Transactions may take one or more banking days from the date the transaction was made to post to an account. “Monthly Qualification Cycle” means your qualification cycle will always end one business day 
prior to the statement cycle date. The statement cycle date is the 15th of the month, except if the 15th falls on a Saturday or Sunday your statement will be cut on the Friday before the 15th. If the 15th falls on 
a Federal holiday your statement will be cut on the previous business day. See banker for current APY (annual percentage yield). ATM fees will be refunded to your account each cycle that qualifications are 
met; up to a limit of $25.00 per qualification cycle. ATM fees will not be refunded for each cycle that qualifications are not met. Fees may reduce earnings. Available for personal accounts only. Limited 
to one account per social security number. See banker for more details. Monthly paper statement fee of $4.85 waived if average month to date balance of $5,000 or greater OR average month to date 
balance of $25,000 or greater in qualifying deposits OR account is set up for eStatements. $5 fee for lost or damaged card.

Qualifications:
1) Have at least 12 Gulf Coast  
 Bank & Trust issued debit  
 card transactions post and  
 settle to account each  
 qualification cycle.
 and 
2) Have at least 1 automatic  
 payment (ACH), direct 
 deposit, or online bill  
 payment post and settle to  
 account each qualification  
 cycle.  

1.51%(APY)*
on balances up to$20,000
if qualifications are met

0.10%    (APY)*
will be paid if 

qualifications are 
not met

0.76%(APY)*
on balances over $20,000
if qualifications are met

1.51%(APY)*
on balances up to$20,000
if qualifications are met

0.10%    (APY)*
will be paid if 

qualifications are 
not met

0.76%(APY)*
on balances over $20,000
if qualifications are met

1.51%(APY)*
on balances up to$20,000
if qualifications are met

0.10%    (APY)*
will be paid if 

qualifications are 
not met

0.76%(APY)*
on balances over $20,000
if qualifications are met

GCB_FISHING_KennerStarad8271.indd   2 1/17/18   1:28 PM
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Classes: 
•Early Morning
•Evening

join the email list: 
lovittlife.com 

GROUP SESSIONS & ONE-ON-ONE FULL EVALUATION PRIVATE TRAINING 
Matt Lovitt ● 701 Papworth Ave. ●  Metairie, LA 70005 ●  purefitnessnola@gmail.com ●  lovittlife.com 

Experience, results, convenience & patience. 

Group sessions not 
your thing? 

Contact me about a 
private session! 

purefitnessnola 

 
 mattlovitt 
 
@trainerlovitt 

 
 trainerlovitt 

 
Class Schedule 
Monday 
5:15-6:00PM Functional Movement 
6:00-6:45PM Cardio Sweat & Relay Race 
Tuesday 
5:45-6:30PM Yoga 
Wednesday 
7:00-7:45PM Yoga 
Thursday 
5:15-6:00PM Full Body Strength 
6:00-6:45PM Cardio Sweat & Relay Race 
Friday 
Long Walk / Rest Day 
Saturday 
10:30-11:15AM Foam Rolling & Stretching 
11:15-12:00AM Cardio Sweat & Relay Race 
Sunday 
Long Walk / Rest Day 
 
Pricing 
$220 for 7 week session 
(56 classes total, averaging $4 per class!) 
Drop-in for only $10  per class (both classes for $15) 

GROUP SESSION 
August 7th - September 24th 

join the email list: 
lovittlife.com 

GROUP SESSIONS & ONE-ON-ONE FULL EVALUATION PRIVATE TRAINING 
Matt Lovitt ● 701 Papworth Ave. ●  Metairie, LA 70005 ●  purefitnessnola@gmail.com ●  lovittlife.com 

Experience, results, convenience & patience. 

Group sessions not 
your thing? 

Contact me about a 
private session! 

purefitnessnola 

 
 mattlovitt 
 
@trainerlovitt 

 
 trainerlovitt 

 
Class Schedule 
Monday 
5:15-6:00PM Functional Movement 
6:00-6:45PM Cardio Sweat & Relay Race 
Tuesday 
5:45-6:30PM Yoga 
Wednesday 
7:00-7:45PM Yoga 
Thursday 
5:15-6:00PM Full Body Strength 
6:00-6:45PM Cardio Sweat & Relay Race 
Friday 
Long Walk / Rest Day 
Saturday 
10:30-11:15AM Foam Rolling & Stretching 
11:15-12:00AM Cardio Sweat & Relay Race 
Sunday 
Long Walk / Rest Day 
 
Pricing 
$220 for 7 week session 
(56 classes total, averaging $4 per class!) 
Drop-in for only $10  per class (both classes for $15) 

GROUP SESSION 
August 7th - September 24th 

@purefi tnessandyoga

5590 Canal Blvd., New Orleans, LA 70124

www.purefi tnessandyoga.com
purefi tnessyoga@gmail.com

@purefi tnessandyoga

MATT LOVITT 
Personal Trainer

> One-on-one personal training in a PRIVATE facility.

>  Comprehensive one-on-one evaluation including movement screening, 
diet, and lifestyle analysis. You will leave with a comprehensive customized 
program designed to fi t your goals. 

> Early morning & after work appointments available

VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR THE MINDBODY APP FOR SCHEDULE AND PRICING.

 See website for bio, classes & more info    Lovittlife.com

701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105   |  Metairie LA 70005  | 504.615.8164  | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

 

 

 

OPENING SEPTEMBER 1 

 
 

Facebook & Instagram (put icons instead of 
naming them): @purefitnessandyoga 

 

 
5590 Canal Blvd. 

New Orleans, LA 70124 

 
 
 

purefitnessyoga@gmail.com 
 

www.purefitnessandyoga.com 

YOGA. HIIT. FITNESS. 
Pre-Opening Special 

10 classes for $100 or 4 months unlimited for 
$400 

Offer valid through September 30. 
 

New Member Special: Attend all the classes you 
want for a 10 day period $40 

 
No sign up fee! 

 
Sign up using the MindBody app. 

 
 

 
NO SIGN UP FEE!

Sign up using the MindBody app.
Where people get stronger, lives 
get longer & dreams come true.
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New Orleans is stuck in the same liberal pothole 
 By Jeff Crouere

Things are hum- 
ming loudly at the 

Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Air-
port. A new passenger volume record was set in 
2017 and the construction of a new-state-of-the-art 
terminal on the north side of the airport tract is 
moving along towards a 2019 opening. The final 
cost of the new terminal will be nearly $1 billion.

In 2017, Armstrong International provided 
services to more than 12 million passengers, an 
all-time record. The record-setting performance is 
part of a growth that began in 2010. Until then, the 
airport had never been able to hit the 10 million 
passenger mark. Since then, each year has seen 
the airport set a new passenger volume record. The 
new record of 12 million passengers is likely to last 
only one year as the airport’s growth spurt has con-
tinued with new airlines coming in and new desti-
nations being served.

Much of the credit both for the airport’s 
growth and the construction of the new terminal go 

to New Orleans Mitch Landrieu and former Kenner 
Mayor Michael S. Yenni. Both come from families 
that have long been known for their progressive, 
growth-minded policies. Landrieu’s father, Moon 
Landrieu, was a key operative in the construction 
of the Louisiana Superdome. Now, his son is build-
ing a billion-dollar new airport for south Louisiana. 
Landrieu deserves credit for seeing that New Or-
leans, Kenner and south Louisiana needed a new 
expansive airport for the 21st century that would 
have the capacity to one day handle 15 million pas-
sengers a year or more. The new airport will be a 
catalyst for New Orleans’ huge tourism industry 
and Kenner’s growing tourism sector.

Yenni, of course, is an heir to the family tradi-
tions of progressive government set by his grandfa-
ther, Joe Yenni. Like Landrieu, he saw the potential 
of a new airport for Kenner’s future growth. Kenner 
Mayor Ben Zahn and Landrieu have also worked 
well together on airport issues. Coming down the 
road in 2018 will be a new New Orleans Mayor, 
Latoya Cantrell. It will be interesting to see how  
she gets along with Kenner’s leadership.

 

Another key in the airport’s development is 
Cheryl Teamer, Landrieu’s appointee as chair of the 
New Orleans Aviation Board that runs the airport 
and charts its future. Heading up the airport’s ad-
ministration is Kevin Dolliole, a New Orleans native. 
He was an interim airport director in the 1990s who 
was recognized by the national aviation industry as 
a comer. He left here for aviation jobs in Texas and 
the Midwest but now has returned home as direc-
tor of aviation to lead Armstrong International and 
preside over the new terminal.

One of the things that has amazed me about 
the airport’s growth is that the Landrieu team has 
been able to get so much out of the terminal whose 
roots go back to being a military airport during 
World War II that was converted to civilian use in 
1947. But, the old building certainly buckled during 
the recent miserable cold snap. The toilets stopped 
working when temperatures dropped like rocks. If 
the international trend of extreme weather contin-
ues, which is certainly likely, we will be interested 
to see what safeguards the airport planners are 
 
 
 

building into the new terminal for some future 
weeks when temperatures might be below freezing 
for a week at a time or more.

Another interesting aspect of the airport’s 
growth has been the arrival of international flights 
to Europe. In the past, the only international flights 
out of Armstrong International were to Mexico and, 
at times, a few other Latin American and Canadian 
locations. Now, you can leave Armstrong Interna-
tional for such destinations as London and Frank-
furt, Germany. If these routes prosper, other Euro-
pean destinations are likely.

By any measure, the future of Louis Arm-
strong New Orleans International Airport seems 
very promising in the 21st century. Kenner’s future, 
obviously, is also tied to the airport’s growth and po-
tential. There is certainly room for optimism about 
the future impact on Kenner’s economy and devel-
opment.   

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.

Airport sets new passenger volume record, will be even better in 2019 when new terminal 
opens
By Allan Katz

Political

The last time 
a Republican was 
elected mayor of New 
Orleans was in 1872. 
Since that time, there 

has been almost 150 years of domination by the 
Democratic Party in New Orleans. For the last 50 
years or more, most of the major policies enacted 
by the city’s government have been liberal in nature. 
No doubt the decades of leftist government policies 
have contributed to the many problems that beset 
New Orleans today.

While New Orleans has many fine attributes, 
and is truly one of the most unique cities in the 
world, the city’s leaders never make any real prog-
ress in dealing with longstanding problems such as 
unacceptable levels of violent crime, inadequate 
drainage, crumbling streets, a depleted NOPD, fail-
ing public schools, etc. For example, in 2017, the 
murder rate dropped 10 percent, but New Orleans 
was still one of the murder capitals of the nation.

In August, a rainstorm caused widespread 
flooding and the resulting controversy exposed mas-
sive leadership problems at the New Orleans Sewer-
age and Water Board. The mayor serves as president 
of the Sewerage and Water Board, but he blamed 
underlings for mismanagement. Clearly, difficul-
ties still exist at the troubled agency as the recent 
freezing weather forced city officials to announce 
another boil water advisory.

Instead of working overtime to solve the vio-
lent crime and drainage problems last year, New Or-
leans Mayor Mitch Landrieu made national news by 
advocating the removal of four Confederate monu-
ments. This risky gambit unnecessarily divided the 
city over an issue that had previously not been very 
contentious.

This problem was created by the mayor to ad-
vance his political career in the Democratic Party. 
Unfortunately, it is still unresolved as the former 
monument sites are unfinished eyesores and the 
removed statues are gathering dust in a city ware-
house. This situation is made worse by the fact that 
the mayor has not fulfilled his promise to present a 
plan on how to display the removed monuments. In 

addition, many anti-monument activists are still or-
ganized and working to destroy more monuments in 
New Orleans. Last week, a Confederate monument 
on Jefferson Davis Parkway was vandalized. This 
assault on history will continue as anti-monument 
protesters are vowing to take down dozens of other 
monuments in the city, including the beloved statue 
of General Andrew Jackson, hero of the Battle of 
New Orleans.

Into this mix of problems and opportunities 
steps New Orleans Mayor-Elect LaToya Cantrell, 
who was elected last November. While she was fairly 
elected by the voters of New Orleans, there is a 
cloud of suspicion hanging over her head.

These suspicions have not been resolved. 
Namely, Cantrell’s use of city credit cards is an is-
sue that has dogged her for months. While she re-
imbursed the city approximately $9,000 for personal 
expenses that she charged to city credit cards, the 
full extent of her spending has not been determined. 
Jeff Landry, Louisiana Attorney General, has sub-
poenaed more of her financial records to investigate 
this matter in greater detail. Unfortunately, he has 
been blocked at the Orleans Parish Criminal Dis-
trict Court. Currently, the Louisiana Supreme Court 
is considering Landry’s request to move the case to 
their docket.

While the credit card investigation moves for-
ward, the mayor-elect created another controversy 
by associating with former Louisiana State Senator 
Derrick Shepherd, a convicted felon. He appeared 
with her at some functions during the campaign, 
wrote a campaign speech for her and joined her at 
a meeting with Louisiana legislators. Her spokes-
person denies that Shepherd will play a role in her 
administration, but it remains unclear why she ap-
peared with him in the first place.

More explaining was necessary after the New 
Orleans City Council foolishly approved a resolution 
sponsored by the Palestinian Solidarity Committee. 
This resolution called for New Orleans to “review in-
vestments” and contracts with companies involved 
in human rights violations. In essence, the resolu-
tion was part of the “Boycott, Divestment and Sanc-
tions” movement that is directed against Israel in 
protest of their policy regarding the creation of a 
Palestinian state.

This issue should have never been addressed 
by the New Orleans City Council, a group that must 
focus on local problems, not international affairs. 
Unfortunately, as a member of the council, the may-
or-elect voted in favor of this controversial resolu-
tion. The fallout from this vote has been so negative 
that the issue will be revisited by the council at their 
next meeting.

In the immediate aftermath of the resolution 
uproar Cantrell addressed the crowd at the New Or-
leans’ Women’s March 2018. She encouraged women 
to continue to “resist.” She complained that there 
was only “one woman” on the city planning commis-
sion and vowed to appoint more. She also blasted 
President Trump for comments he supposedly made 
about Haiti and African countries. Obviously, her 
base of supporters liked her speech, but it accom-
plished little to expand her political coalition and 
bring people together in New Orleans. Incidentally, 
the rally featured activists carrying signs with of-
fensive language and vulgar references regarding 
the president. In Los Angeles, at least one rallygoer 
threatened to “kill” both President Trump and Vice 
President Pence, not exactly the type of dialogue 
that should be used to advance political goals.

Overall, it is clear that in the first two months 
of her transition period, New Orleans Mayor-Elect 
LaToya Cantrell has solidified her reputation as a 
card carrying liberal. If the voters of New Orleans 
thought they were charting a new direction for their 
city, they are sadly mistaken.

Cantrell will not only follow the liberal path 
set by current Mayor Mitch Landrieu, but she will 
also go much further to pursue progressive policies. 
Sadly, the history of New Orleans shows that this 
course of action will do nothing to solve the many 
problems plaguing the city today.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his 
award winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs lo-
cally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays 
on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. 
until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM 
and www.Wgso.com. Crouere, a political columnist, is the 
author of “America’s Last Chance” and provides regular 
commentaries on the Jeff Crouere YouTube channel and 
on www.JeffCrouere.com. For more information, email 
Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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We now carry

RANDAZZO’S
Camellia City Bakery

Small & medium

Special orders available for 
large or any filling 

(cream cheese, pecan praline, 
strawberry & lemon)

Also available at:

2215 Hickory, Harahan
7 am - 6 pm - 7 days a week

305-5564

We Deliver to

YOUR FLOAT!
Open 4 a.m. Mardi Gras Day!

 Ice Cold 

  KEG 
  BEER

To Go!

20 Pack
Long Neck Bottles
bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

18.99

  Parran’s
PO-BOYS

                                 of Kenner

Family owned and operated since 1975

2321 West Esplanade 
between 

Power & Williams

M-Th 11-7:30    
Fri 11-8:30    
Sat 11-8

Come Take A Gravy Bath!
Dine In or 
Take Out
305-6422

www.parranspoboys.com
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Government

One of the first 
priorities for Mayor 
Ben Zahn when the 
administration took 
over last January was 

a detailed analysis of the city’s fleet, including the 
age of the vehicles and the maintenance and repair 
expenses.

What we found was a huge endorsement of the 
tremendous job that Fleet Director Ronnie Vitel-
laro, Assistant Director Sue Ranatza and staff have 
been doing to keep as many of the city’s gas-guzzling 

vehicles as possible on the road.
More than one-third of the vehicles in the pri-

mary fleet are nearly two decades old – the most 
common vehicle in Kenner is a half-ton pickup 
truck.

The job of keeping as many of those vehicles 
as possible out of the repair shop rests with Vitel-
laro and Ranatza, who previously worked together 
at the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office, and the four 
employees in the department.

Vitellaro, who said he has been taking cars 
apart and putting them back together since he 

was 12 and is the proud owner of his two “dream” 
cars – a 1957 Chevrolet and a 1966 Chevelle – often 
brags that he has the best employees in the city. In 
addition to Ranatza, that includes Shop Foreman 
Kevin Bonnette, Assistant Foreman Myron Moore, 
Mechanic Rick Gilmore and Mechanic’s Helper An-
drew Porrazzo.

It’s nothing short of amazing to think the de-
partment had 11 employees just a few years ago and 
is still able to get the job done with fewer people. 
Vitellaro credits a real team effort within his de-
partment. That daily superhuman challenge will be 
just a little bit easier now that Mayor Zahn has ap-
proved solutions to our fleet issues.

Some immediate help arrived recently in the 
form of 22 new trucks that will replace some of the 
oldest and least reliable vehicles throughout the city. 
Mayor Zahn approved acquiring these new vehicles 
after an analysis by Finance Director Mike Wetzel 
confirmed it’s cheaper to replace the vehicles than 
to continue to pay the escalating repair and mainte-
nance costs.

Each of the new vehicles comes with a five-
year warranty, assuring significantly reduced costs 
for maintenance and repairs and a better use of city 
resources.

Add to that the expertise of the Fleet Depart-

ment, led by Vitellaro – a classic car enthusiast who 
created the Custom Cruisers car club 30 years ago 
with six friends – and these new vehicles should be 
an asset to the city for many, many years.

Moving into the future, we are now evaluating 
an expansion of the fleet to include hybrid vehicles, 
which can add cost-savings and reliability. Stay 
tuned for more information soon on that develop-
ment.  

Kenner Chief Administrative Officer Deborah C. Fos-
hee can be reached at 468-4090 or at dfoshee@kenner.la.us.

Kenner’s Fleet Department running smoothly
By Deborah C. Foshee – Kenner Chief Administrative Officer

Kenner Assistant Fleet Director Sue Ranatza,
Kenner Fleet Director Ronnie Vitellaro

We are gear-
ing up for our annual 
Lundi Gras celebration 
in Kenner’s historic  

Rivertown. This Kenner tradition started back in 1999  
where the Jefferson Parish Krewe King and Queen of 
Argus greet the Orleans Parish Krewe of Zulu Queen 
and King to wish each other good fortune on their 
Mardi Gras day ride. We host a private party for the 
krewes where we feature food and drinks donated  
from local Kenner restaurants. This is a great opportu-
nity to showcase what the city of Kenner has to offer.

As the private party wraps up the real fun and 
entertainment is just beginning outside where spec-
tators line the streets to catch throws and get an up 
close and personal look at this year’s Mardi Gras roy-
alty. At approximately 11:45 a.m. both courts partici-
pate in a second line parade down Williams Boulevard 
to the stage located at 400 Williams Boulevard across 
from the Rivertown Exhibition Hall. The second line 
parade also features city officials, Zulu Warriors and 
the Kenner Dance Team. The Krewe of Argus of Metai-
rie and the Zulu Social Aid and Pleasure Club of New 
Orleans arrive on stage at noon for an official toast. 
Directly following the toast, the Kenner Dance Team 
will perform for the crowd in front of the stage. This 
performance marks the end of the Mardi Gras season 
for the Kenner Dance Team after marching in several 
parades throughout the season.

The royal courts along with the always popular 
Zulu Warriors will be on site until 1:00 p.m. for meet 
and greets and pictures. The public party continues 

until 3:00 p.m. with the band Mojeaux on stage. Local 
vendors will be onsite selling food, drinks and snacks. 
Craft vendors will also be out there showcasing their 
goods. This is a perfect opportunity to pick up some 
last-minute Mardi Gras swag. The Kenner Recreation 
booth will feature face painting, mask making and 
other crafts for the kids making this a true family-
friendly event.

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn, Kenner Police Chief 
Michael Glaser and the Kenner City Council will be 
on hand at noon to officially welcome the Carnival roy-
alty to Kenner. The center of the activity will be in the 
parking lot located at 400 Williams Boulevard across 
from the Rivertown Exhibition Hall but make sure 
to arrive early to grab your second line parade spot. 
The public can line up along Williams Boulevard from 
Heritage Hall to the Exhibition Hall for the parade. 
Argus royalty includes Michael J. Maenza, King Argus 
XXXIV, and his queen, Alexis C. Heartline Queen Ar-
gus XXXIV. Zulu royalty are King Brent D. Washington, 
Sr. and his queen, Troye M. Washington.

The Lundi Gras celebration in Kenner will start 
at 10:00 a.m. on the day before Mardi Gras, Monday, 
February 12, 2018. Mojeaux will take the stage at 11:00 
a.m. and play until 3:00 p.m. The public is invited to 
attend this free event and take part in this Kenner tra-
dition. For more information regarding the event call 
468-7231.   

Kenner Parks, Recreation and Community 
Services Director Ken Marroccoli can be reached at 
468-7211 or at recreation@kenner.la.us.

Lundi Gras offers fun for entire 
family
By Ken Marroccoli - Kenner Parks and Recreation Director
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At Brookdale, we are changing perceptions of aging. Actually, we’re doing more 
than that. We’re celebrating aging by redefining what it means to live well. But, 
of course, our residents use cool technology, too, like tablets, social media and 
video-chatting to connect with family and friends.

Sometimes innovation is about seeing the world in a new 
way, not looking at a screen.

brookdale.comBringing New Life to Senior Living®

©2018 Brookdale Senior Living Inc.  All rights reserved. BROOKDALE SENIOR LIVING and 
BRINGING NEW LIFE TO SENIOR LIVING are the registered trademarks of Brookdale Senior Living Inc.

Brookdale Kenner
Adult Residential Care
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care 
1600 Joe Yenni Boulevard
Kenner, Louisiana 70065

T h e r e ’ s  a  l o t  t o  l o v e  h e r e .

124196-Kenner-Kenner Star Ad JM

Call (504) 467-1000 for 
more information.

Keep your “Krewe” safe for 
Mardi Gras 
By Michael Glaser –  Kenner Police Chief

Mardi Gras sea-
son is upon us and car-
nival revelry will soon 

be in full swing. Mardi Gras is Tuesday, February 13, 2018 
this year and is not only one of our area’s most unique 
festivities, but one of our country’s most talked about and 
anticipated events. This is a great time to spend with fam-
ily and friends, but also a time to be responsible, careful 
of our surroundings and watchful of our little ones.

It is important to remain extra vigilant of our 
children’s safety during this festive time. Children are 
especially prone to accidents during Mardi Gras with 
the large crowds, beads and trinkets flying around and 
all of the commotion going on during parades. Remind 
your children to stay out of the street and to never run 
after throws or follow behind floats. Teach them to be 
careful when reaching down to pick up throws and make 
sure young children don’t put beads or trinkets in their 
mouths as this can cause a choking hazard.

If you plan on using a ladder to give your children a 
better view of the parades, make sure you follow regula-
tions for setting up the ladder. Set up the ladder as far 
back from the street as the ladder is tall. For example, 
if the ladder is eight-feet tall, then it should be placed 
eight feet behind the curb. Take note that putting ladders 
in intersections or fastening multiple ladders together is 
prohibited in many areas. Make sure children are prop-
erly fastened in the seat and stand on the back of the lad-
der as an anchor while protecting them from fast flying 
throws. Also, be careful when putting your child over your 
shoulders. Crowds can shift unexpectedly, making it easy 
to get knocked over.

Consider implementing a family plan should any-
one unexpectedly get separated and make sure your chil-
dren are fully aware of what they should do in an emer-
gency. Establish a meeting place in case someone gets 
lost and have your kids carry a card that includes their 
name, address, phone number and pre-arranged meet-
ing place. If you leave your group during parades for any 
reason, have someone accompany you and avoid walking 
on deserted side streets. Report any suspicious activity 
or persons you may observe. Also, carry your personal 
belongings in a small bag or purse that can be strapped 
around your waist or across your chest for added security.

If you plan on drinking during the festivities, please 
do so responsibly and limit your alcohol consumption 
when watching over little ones. Appoint a designated 
driver beforehand should you decide to drink during the 
celebrations. Under no circumstances should you ever 
drink and drive.

The Kenner Police Department wishes you and 
your family and safe and fun-filled Mardi Gras season. If 
you have any safety concerns that you would like me to 
address, please feel free to contact me at kpd@kenner.
la.us.     

Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by 
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police De-
partment website at www.kennerpd.com. You can also 
download the free Kenner Police Department mobile 
app for both Apple and Android devices as well as ac-
cess the Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twit-
ter pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and other 
law enforcement-related information.

Class # 37 of the Kenner Citizens’ Police Academy 
will begin on Tuesday, February 20, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Kenner Police Complex located at 500 Veterans Blvd. 
Kenner Police Chief Michael J. Glaser and the Kenner 
Police Department encourage citizens to participate in 
this unique opportunity to learn more about police opera-
tions.

Students attend free classes one night per week for 
13 weeks; receiving instruction from trained police offi-
cers who are certified in their fields. The academy pro-
vides detailed coverage about how the police department 
works in the areas of patrol division functions, crime pre-
vention, criminal investigations, computer forensics, K-9 
Unit, crime scene procedures, criminal and domestic vio-
lence laws, narcotics investigations, traffic enforcement, 
physical fitness, use of police force and self-defense, gang 
awareness and S.W.A.T. Students receive a tour of Kenner 
Police Headquarters and the jail and participate in a ride 

along with a police officer. Upon completion of the pro-
gram, a graduation ceremony is held for students.

Graduates of the program receive the opportunity 
to join the Kenner Citizens’ Academy Alumni Association 
(KCPAAA), through which they can lead the community 
in improving safety and promoting support for the Ken-
ner Police Department. Alumni members can also volun-
teer their assistance at various department events.

Graduates may also apply for entry into the KPD 
Community Police Corps. This program gives members 
the opportunity to volunteer and assist the KPD in its 
mission.

For more information and to fill out an application, 
visit the Kenner Police Department website at www.ken-
nerpd.com.

Contact the KPD Community Relations Division at 
712-2294 or at nguggenheim@kennerpd.com with any 
additional questions.     

KCPA class #37 beginning in February

Community

The vacant Hollywood Theater located behind The 
Esplanade mall in Kenner was sold in early January 2018 
to Clay Companies of Baton Rouge. Officials represent-
ing the new owner have said they intend to contact the 
Kenner Inspections and Code Enforcement Department 
in the following two weeks to discuss the beginning of the 
demolition of that structure.

Clay Companies plans to build a 256-unit, upscale 

retail development on that site.
Meanwhile, demolition continues on the old Good-

year store in that same area behind the mall. “It’s im-
portant for future businesses that may be considering 
The Esplanade to see this progress,” Kenner Mayor Ben 
Zahn said. “I want to commend Kenner Inspections and 
Code Enforcement Director Rick Walther and his staff 
for making both of these demolitions a priority.”     

Transitions of old Hollywood Theater and 
Goodyear store in the works

Police

HISPANIC RESOURCE CENTER

The PRO BONO Project

THE CITY OF KENNER 
Department of Community Development

E. “BEN” ZAHN III, MAYOR
City of Kenner

MICHAEL C. INCE
Interim Director

Volunteer Lawyers Providing Access to Justice
and

The Law Firm of

Ferriol, Pérez y Gordon, LLCFerriol, Pérez y Gordon, LLC

Divorces 
Intra Family Adoptions 
Name Change 
Bankruptcy 
Contractor Fraud 
Lease Disputes 
Foreclosure

Successions – Wills
Child in Need of Care 
(abuse/neglect)
Consumer Protection
Collection Defense
Legal Problems Disabled 
  or Legal Problems Elderly

LEGAL CONSULTATIONS
Civil Matters Only

MUST MEET INCOME GUIDELINES FOR REPRESENTATION.
(PROOF REQUIRED)

Saturday, March 24th 2018 • 10:00AM to 12:00PM
at City of Kenner Hispanic Resource Center

4312 Florida Avenue • Kenner, LA. 70065
For more information please call: 504.469.2570

Ferriol, Pérez y Gordon, LLC
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Everything you and the contractor 
agree to should be in a written contract. 
Considering how often we hear that 
contractors don’t fulfill what’s in the 

contract, having a thorough contract is vital for your protection.
Below are some items that should be in all home repair con-

tracts. You may find that your state requires the contract to meet cer-
tain requirements even beyond these suggestions. It behooves you to 
know them. It also behooves the contractor...the agreement may be 
legally unenforceable otherwise.

Complete contractor information. Be sure you have a physical 
address for the business, not just a P.O. box number. Do not sign an 
agreement with a contractor without a verifiable address.

Work timetable. Obtain a schedule that includes at the least 
the starting date and ending date of the project. Without this, you 
only have trust to keep the contractor working on your job.

Payment schedule, including the up-front payment or de-
posit. Key milestones for payment must be clear to both you and the 
contractor.

Exact material specifications...the only way to be sure you are 
getting what you paid for.

Contractor must agree to pay all subcontractors prior to re-
ceiving his last payment.

Subcontractor names should be in the contract or at least 
given to you in a timely manner during construction. By knowing who 
they are you can verify that they are paid before you issue that final 
check to the general contractor. Many states have “lien laws” that 
allow a subcontractor to attach a lien your home if the general con-
tractor neglects to pay them.

Building permits. Remember that you are ultimately responsi-
ble to see that the zoning and building laws in your area are adhered 
to. Get this into the contract so there are no misunderstandings later.

Notice of Cancellation. The “cooling off” period. These so-
called “home solicitation” laws were designed to protect consumers 
from high pressure sales tactics. These laws generally apply to home 
repair contracts, allowing you to cancel should you decide in three 
business days that the contract is unacceptable.

A complete listing, by manufacturer, of materials used, plus 
samples or extra pieces purchased must be obtained. If you need 
to repair or replace something and don’t have the manufacturer’s 
name, it becomes very difficult.

Warranties and manuals. The contractor should leave all in-
struction manuals and warranty information with you for all appli-
cable materials (roofing, siding, windows and doors, etc.) and appli-
ances installed.

Paints, stains and finishes. Ideally, the contractor should leave 
at least one can, full or partial, of every paint or stain that was used, 
as well as the names of floor finishes, trim finishes, etc. All paint cans 

also should be labeled with the room they were used in. Custom paint 
or stain mixes should have the formula clearly marked on the top of 
the can.

Ceramic tile, tile grout, prefinished wood laminate flooring. 
The contractor or subcontractor should leave you with at least a doz-
en ceramic tiles for future repairs and color matching purposes. You 
should also obtain the grout manufacturer and color. Similarly, you 
should be left with at least a few pieces of prefinished wood laminate 
flooring for possible later repairs.

Wallpaper. You may never need to patch the walls, but you may 
want to get a paint match in a few years. Keep at least a partial roll 
stashed away.

Vinyl flooring. Though you may never have to, vinyl flooring can 
be patched. The results are not always ideal, but a cut square on the 
floor is usually better than those unusual brown rings a hot cast iron 
skillet leaves on vinyl.    

Dan Dormady is a licensed professional engineer and licensed 
home inspector (LHI#10273) and the president of Criterium-Dor-
mady Engineers, a locally owned consulting engineering firm 
specializing in residential and commercial building inspection 
services. Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, P.O. Box 113565 Me-
tairie, LA 70011-3565, or at criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-
Dormady Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.

Contractor trust – Part 2
By Dan Dormady

So, you’ve decided to put your 
home on the market. Congratulations! 
Hopefully you’ve brought a rocking 
Realtor on board to help you list your 

spot, and together you’ve done your due diligence on what to ask. As 
you start checking things off on your to-do list, it’s also important to 
pay mind of what not to do. Below are a handful of things to get you 
started.
Don’t over-improve

As you ready your home for sale, you may realize you will get 
a great return on your investment if you make a couple of changes. 
Updating the appliances or replacing that cracked cabinet in the 
bathroom are all great ideas. However, it’s important not to over-im-
prove or make improvements that are hyper-specific to your tastes. 
For example, not everyone wants a finished basement equipped with 
a wet bar and lifted stage for their rock and roll buds to jam out on. 
What if your buyers are family-oriented and want a basement space 

Real Estate

for their kids to play? That rock-and-roll room may look to them like a 
huge project to undo. Make any needed fixes to your space, but don’t 
go above and beyond – you may lose money doing so.
Don’t over-decorate

It is better to under-decorate for potential buyers to imagine 
their own style. When prepping for sale, neutralize your decorating 
scheme so that it is universally palatable.
Don’t hang around

Your agent calls to let you know they will be bringing buyers by 
this afternoon. Great! You rally your whole family to be waiting at the 
door with fresh-baked cookies and big smiles. Right? Wrong! Buyers 
want to imagine themselves in your space, not be confronted by you 
in your space. Trust me, it’s awkward for them to go about judging 
your home while you stand in the corner smiling like a maniac. Get 
out of the house, take the kids with you and if you can’t leave for 

whatever reason, at least go sit in the back yard.
Don’t take things personally

Real estate is a business, but buying and selling homes is very 
emotional. However, when selling your homes, try your very best not 
to take things personally. When a buyer writes a low offer or wants to 
replace your 1970s vintage shag carpet, try to keep the end result in 
mind – a successful sale.     

Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be reached 
at 443-6464 or at her Gardner Realtors office located at 4140 Wil-
liams Boulevard in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local inde-
pendently owned and operated company. Visit the company web-
site at www.gardnerRealtors.com.

Business
KBA donates over $13,000     

The Kenner Business Association awarded over $13,000 in do-
nations to local non-profits at their meeting in January 2018. Groups 
awarded funds were the Southeast LA Council of Boy Scouts, Camp 
Challenge, Angels Place, Metropolitan Center for Women and Chil-
dren and the Kenner Boxing Club. The Kenner Fire Department also 
received a donation which allowed the department to purchase 100 
new gear bags for Kenner firefighters.

The KBA also installed their executive board for the 2018-2019 
year in January. Ann Branigan is the KBA president and Carolyn 
Barrett is serving as vice president. The treasurer will be Terri Kelly 
and Nancy St. Germain will serve as secretary. Directors are Judy 
LaBella, Raiza Pitre, Teresa Liuzza, Marcel Lashover, Adam Campo, 
Mary-Sharon Howland, Armando Garay, Jessica Fuentes, Phyllis Ind-
est, Marcel Gonzales, Sid Bullard and Matthew Person.     

At the meeting Carolyn Barrett was honored as the Kenner 
Business Association Member of the Year.    

Four things not to do when putting your home on the market     
By Linda R. Martin
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200 W. Esplanade Ave  ❘  Kenner, LA 70065

At Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner, our medical 
experts understand the vital role pain management plays 
in the healing process while living with illness or injury.  
With today’s treatments, most pain – regardless of type 
and amount – can be controlled. 

Visit ochsner.org/appointments or 
call 504-464-8588 to schedule an  

appointment with one of our specialists.

Pain Management  
Treatments Get  

You Back to  
Doing What  

You Love

Our specialized team treats a broad range of  
pain, including:

  •  Low back pain  
 from injury

  •  Neck pain from injury

  •  Sports-related injury

  •  Cancer-related injury

  •  Work-related injury

  •  Back pain after surgery

  •  Herniated discs

  •  Chronic headaches

  •  Arthritis

  •  Fibromyalgia

  •  And more

Community

The Lundi Gras celebration in Kenner will start 
at 10:00 a.m. on the day before Mardi Gras, Monday, 
February 12, 2018, in Kenner’s historic Rivertown with 
food, fun and music. Mojeaux will take the stage at 
11:00 a.m. and play until 3:00 p.m. The public is invited 
to attend this free event which has been held annually 
since 1999.

The highlight of Lundi Gras is the noon arrival 
and meeting of the royal courts of the Krewe of Argus 
of Metairie and the Zulu Social Aid and Pleasure Club 
of New Orleans. Both courts participate in a second 
line parade to the stage where they toast each other 
good fortune for their rides. Both organizations parade 
on Mardi Gras Day before thousands of spectators.

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn, Kenner Police Chief 
Michael Glaser and the Kenner City Council will be on 

hand at noon to officially toast and welcome the Car-
nival royalty to Kenner. The center of the activity will 
be in the parking lot located at 400 Williams Boulevard 
across from the Rivertown Exhibition Hall. Local ven-
dors will man booths selling food, refreshments and 
crafts during the Lundi Gras festivities.

“This wonderful, free event is a great way to cel-
ebrate our Kenner tradition and to get into the mood 
for the festivities on Fat Tuesday,” Mayor Zahn said. “I 
urge everyone to come out and enjoy themselves.”

Argus royalty includes Michael J. Maenza, King 
Argus XXXIV, and his queen, Alexis C. Heartline Queen 
Argus XXXIV. Zulu royalty are King Brent D. Washing-
ton, Sr. and his queen, Troye M. Washington.

For more information regarding the event call 
468-7231.   

Rivertown’s Lundi Gras annual celebration to 
kick off Mardi Gras

The annual “Sipping with Santa” fundraiser 
held in December 2017 netted $62,000 and was do-
nated to the Kenner Food Bank and Jefferson Coun-
cil on Aging for senior meals.

The event was hosted by Jefferson Parish 
President Michael Yenni, Chateau Golf & Country 
Club General Manager and Vice President Michelle 
Swanner Yenni, Jefferson Parish Chief Operating 
Officer Keith Conley and his wife, Barbie.

The Kenner Food Bank and Jefferson Council 
on Aging each received checks for $31,000.

Pictured above with the food bank donation 
check are Conley, Jefferson Parish Citizens Affairs 
Director Donna Russo, Kenner Cultural Diversity 
Coordinator Rafael Saddy, Interim Kenner Com-
munity Development Director Michael Ince, who di-
rects Kenner’s Food Bank, Swanner Yenni and Yenni.

The event was held at Chateau Golf & Country 
Club.   

December fundraiser 
nets $62,000, donates 
to two entities

Kenner City Council members voted to elect 
Kenner Division B Councilman-at-large Tom Will-
mott as council president and Kenner District 2 
Councilman Michael Sigur as vice-president at their 
December 21, 2017 council meeting.

The council elects officers every six months. 
The council president runs the council meetings 
and the vice-president acts as council president in 
the absence of the council president. The new posi-
tions became effective at the January 11, 2018 city 
council meeting.   

Kenner City Council elects new officers

 Tom Willmott 
Kenner City Council 

President

Michael Sigur 
Kenner City Council

Vice-president
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Health

Fibromyalgia is 
a condition with no 
known cause which 
makes it difficult 

to diagnose. It’s main symptoms are deep tissue 
pain, fatigue and headaches often accompanied 
by depression or anxiety. Diagnoses are common 
in adults between the ages of 30 to 60 with wom-
en 10 times more likely of a diagnosis than men.

Close monitoring of symptoms, doctor visits 
and the ruling out of all other likely causes and 
conditions symptomatic of chronic pain and fa-
tigue leads to an eventual fibromyalgia diagnosis. 
Living with this condition is a continuous chal-
lenge and often causes crankiness, anxiety and 
depression. Pain and its other symptoms come in 
different forms where affected areas vary in de-
gree of intensity and location. The unpredictable 
symptoms are what make it difficult to keep up a 
normal pace at work and make it hard for people 
to take care of their children. Physical activity 
drops to a bare minimum and, consequently, fit-
ness levels decrease. In severe cases, the stages of 
deep sleep when the body repairs itself is hardly 
ever reached. Exhaustion is the new normal and 
bad moods are frequent.

There’s been copious research on show-
ing that when people are educated about their 
health, pain and any additional symptoms they 
are far better to manage the symptoms than 
those who are not educated and become over-

come by their ailments. For those suffering with 
fibromyalgia, physical therapy is a great resource 
to take advantage of. Dry needling is a new meth-
od used by physical therapists in treating chronic 
pain which delivers exceptional relief of symp-
toms through a series of regular sessions. Aerobic 
training, strengthening exercises and myofascial 
release are other successful approaches in the 
relief of symptoms. It’s necessary to always seek 
out a good physical therapist qualified in giving 
the best treatment plans and who targets them to 
each patient’s unique condition.

As the amount of exercise slowly increases 
with each session, an increase in pain is normal 
in the beginning. Your therapist will equip you 
with the knowledge and supply of techniques 
to manage your pain outside of therapy sessions. 
It’s been confirmed that an understanding of 
how your body responds to pain follows with an 
increase in confidence and better symptom man-
agement. Informed patients attain a sense of con-
trol over their condition whereas before they felt 
helpless.

Those suffering with fibromyalgia know just 
how debilitating it can be in trying to sustain a 
normal life. A hopeful future exists towards the 
development of treatment using individual pa-
tient brain data to treat chronic pain. Advancing 
developments will call for the collaboration of 
physicists, neuroscientists and anesthesiologists 
that will generate new exciting approaches into 
the causes of fibromyalgia.    

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is pres-
ident of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy 
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner 
and at two other locations in Metairie and on 
the West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU 
Medical School Department of Allied Health 
Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. The 

professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports 
Therapy can be contacted via email at kenner-
ortho@gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosport-
stherapy.com. Alexandra Goodwin is co-author 
and contributing writer to the Kenner Orthope-
dic column.

A guide for treating fibromyalgia and chronic pain 
By Craig Goodwin

Rivertown’s 
Lundi Gras annual  

celebration  
to kick off  
Mardi Gras
See info on page 2  
and story on page 9
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Government
Assurance Care Provider LLC

Mr. Ron Tassin, CEO

OUTPATIENT SERVICES
Mental Health & Substance Abuse Services

Located in the Kenner Rivertown Community

OUTPATIENT SERVICES

➢  Over 15 Years of Services

❖  CARF ACCREDITATED

❖  Certifi ed by the Offi ce 
of Behavioral Health

Hours: 9am - 5pm Monday - Friday
2145 Rev. Richard Wilson Dr. (formerly Jefferson Hwy.) 

472-0068 • acpmhr@yahoo.com

ASSURANCE CARE PROVIDER NOW HIRING:

Hiring LCSWs • Bilingual Staff • Please email resume or call the offi ce.

OUTPATIENT MENTAL HEALTH
SUBSTANCE ABUSE | REHABILITATION
Counseling and Therapy  ❖  Crisis Management

Medication Management
❖  WE WELCOME CHILDREN, ADOLESCENTS 

AND ADULTS
❖  MEDICAID AND PRIVATE PAY ACCEPTED 

AT THIS TIME
❖  WE NOW ACCEPT COMMERCIAL INSUR-

ANCE COMPANIES AND MEDICARE

Hail  Zulu !
� om our 

heart to yours!

Au
to

m
at
ic 

Tra
nsm

ission • Dennis Autom
otive

Family Owned and Opera
ted

Expect th
e Best!

Servicing your 
transmission is very 
important! Every 18,000 
miles the fl uid and fi lter 
must be changed.

90% of ALL 
Transmission failures 
are caused by worn out 
fl uid that should have 
been replaced. Protect 
the life of your car. Don’t 
let your transmission 
burn up!

We’ve been in business 
43 years. Let the experts 
help!

Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte, 
Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

AUTOMATIC 
TRANSMISSION /

 DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE

504-466-1381 
www.dennisauto1.com

2220 Airline Drive  
Kenner

Voters will elect a new Jefferson Parish 
Sheriff in the Saturday, March 24, 2018 special 
election to fulfill former sheriff Newell Nor-
mand’s unexpired term. Normand vacated the 
position by retiring August 31, 2017, after 10 
years in office. Normand’s term ends on June 30, 
2020.

John Fortunato and Joseph Lopinto III, 
both Republicans, will face off in the race. An-
thony Bloise also entered the race but was dis-
qualified by a Jefferson Parish judge on January 
23, 2018, for failing to file state tax returns.

Normand appointed Lopinto to the interim 
sheriff’s position upon leaving the office. Lopin-
to is a former state representative and was the 
Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office chief of opera-
tions and chief criminal deputy.

Fortunato, a former commander, served 
with the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office for 46 
years and made his way up from cadet to colonel. 
Fortunato retired from his position of 31 years 
as the office’s public information officer on Sep-
tember 19, 2017.    

Two enter Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s race 

On Saturday, March 24, Kenner voters will 
go to the polls to vote for a Kenner mayor, four 
Kenner councilmembers and a new Jefferson 
Parish Sheriff.

Those who wish to vote early can do so from 
Saturday, March 10 until Saturday, March 17, 
2018.

The deadline to register to vote, in person 
or online, is Wednesday, February 21, 2018. The 
Geaux Vote online registration deadline is Sat-

urday, March 3, 2018. The last day to request a 
mail ballot from the Jefferson Parish Registrar 
of Voters is Tuesday, March 20, 2018, and the 
ballot must be received by that office by Friday, 
March 23, 2018.

The run-off election date is Saturday, April 
28, 2018.

For more election and voting information, 
visit the Louisiana Secretary of State’s website 
at www.sos.la.gov.    

Deadlines for March 24 election 

NOTICE TO ALL 
RESIDENTS OF 

CITY OF KENNER

GARBAGE COLLECTION 

WILL TAKE PLACE  
ACCORDING TO THE 

NORMAL PICKUP SCHEDULE

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2018 

MARDI GRAS DAY
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Finance

As you know, 
we’ve been enjoy-
ing a long period of 

steadily rising stock prices. Of course, this bull 
market won’t last forever – and when it does start 
losing steam, you, as an investor, need to be pre-
pared.

Before we look at how you can ready your-
self for a new phase in the investment environ-
ment, let’s consider some facts about the current 
situation.

Length – This bull market, which began in 
2009, is the second-oldest in the past 100 years 
– and it’s about twice as long as the average bull 
market.

Strength – Since the start of this long rally, 
the stock market has produced an average annu-
alized gain of 15.5 percent per year.

While these figures are impressive, they 
aren’t necessarily predictive – so how much lon-
ger can this bull market continue to “stampede”? 
No one can say for sure, but there’s no mandatory 
expiration date for bull markets – in fact, they 
don’t generally die of old age, but typically expire 
either because of a recession or the bursting of a 
bubble, such as the “dot.com” bubble of 2000 or 
the housing bubble of 2007. And right now, most 
market experts don’t see either event on the 
near-term horizon.

Still, this doesn’t mean you should necessar-
ily expect an uninterrupted streak of big gains. 
Some signs point to greater market volatility and 
lower returns. To navigate this changing land-
scape, think about the following suggestions.

Consider rebalancing your portfolio. If 
appropriate, you may want to rebalance your 
investment mix to ensure you have a reasonable 
percentage of stocks – to help provide the growth 
you need to achieve your goals – and enough 
fixed-income vehicles, such as bonds, to help re-
duce your portfolio’s vulnerability to market vola-
tility and potential short-term downturns.

Look beyond U.S. borders. At any given 
time, U.S. stocks may be doing well, while inter-
national stocks are slumping – and vice versa. So, 
when volatility hits the U.S. markets – as it surely 
will, at some time – you can help reduce the im-
pact on your portfolio if you also own some in-
ternational equities. Keep in mind, though, that 
international investments bring some specific 
risks, such as currency fluctuations and foreign 
political and economic events.

Develop a strategy. You may want to work 
with a financial professional to identify a strategy 
to cope with a more turbulent investment atmo-
sphere. Such a strategy can keep you from over-
reacting to market downturns and possibly even 
help you capitalize on short-term pullbacks. You 
could invest systematically by putting the same 
amount of money in the same investments each 
month. When prices go up, your investment dol-
lars will buy fewer shares, and when prices drop, 
you’ll buy more shares. And the more shares you 
own, the greater your potential for accumula-
tion. However, this strategy, sometimes known 
as dollar cost averaging, won’t guarantee a profit 
or protect against all losses, and you need to be 
willing to keep investing when share prices are 
declining.

During a raging bull market, it’s not all that 
hard for anyone to invest successfully. But it 
becomes more challenging when the inevitable 
volatility and market downturns appear. Making 
the moves described above can help you keep 
moving toward your goals – even when the “bull” 
has taken a breather.   

Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advi-
sor with Edward Jones. Wilson’s office is located 
in Lakeside Shopping Center, 3301 Veterans 
Boulevard, Suite 205 in Metairie. Wilson can 
be reached at 831-3499 or Christina.Wilson@ed-
wardjones.com

Stampeding bull market may slow 
down…so be prepared
By Christina Sulli Wilson

SLEEP CENTER of NEW ORLEANS 
Treating adults and children 
 
“SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a 
healthy life. We want to improve your productivity at work or school and enhance your 
mood and concentration, by implementing evidence based sleep medicine.” 

- Mohammad Cheema, M.D. 
 
 
 
4232 Williams Blvd. Suite #108 * Kenner 
405-5582 
 

 
 
 
 
M – TH Open 8:30 - 4:30  
Fri & Sat –By appointment only 
 
CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION 
 
Evaluation and treatment of sleep disorders 
Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea) 
Circadian rhythm sleep disorder 
Excessive daytime sleepiness 
Narcolepsy with cataplexy 
Restless leg syndrome 
Insomnia 
 

Sleep Center of New Orleans
TREATING ADULTS AND CHILDREN

SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep 
better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a healthy 
life. We want to improve your productivity 
at work or school, enhance your mood and 
concentration, by implementing evidence-based 
sleep medicine.”
                                  - Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

•  Sleep-related breathing disorders 
(Sleep apnea)

• Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
•  Excessive daytime sleepiness
•  Narcolepsy with cataplexy
• Restless leg syndrome
• Insomnia

405-5582
M-TH OPEN 8:30-4:30 

4232 WILLIAMS BLVD. SUITE #108 • KENNER

WWW.MYSCONO.COM or WWW.SLEEP4MYKIDS.COM

Call us today if  you 
answer yes to 2 or more.  CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION OF

NOW OPEN
ACCEPTING 

NEW PATIENTS

ACCEPTS MOST 
INSURANCE 

PLANS INCLUDING 
MEDICARE AND 

MEDICAID

Snore?

Tired?

Observed Apnea?

Pressure High?

Do you or anyone you know snore?

Do you feel tired during the day?

Stop breathing during the night?

Do you have high 
blood pressure?

Give your family
Peace of mind Today

Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because 
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a 
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 466-8577
Insurance

Demystifying car insurance 
policies, types and terms
By Marie M. Clesi

Most states re-
quire drivers to have 
auto insurance – but 

how do you know if you’re getting the right type of 
policy for your needs?

First, fulfill your state’s and lender’s minimum 
requirements. A call to your state’s insurance commis-
sioner’s office can get you started.

The next step is becoming familiar with non-
required types of insurance and what each one covers, 
as well as what is meant by some commonly seen in-
surance terms.
Know these insurance terms

“Bodily Injury Liability” covers injuries, lost 
wages, pain and suffering and other damage you might 
cause to other drivers, passengers and/or pedestrians.

“Rental Reimbursement” may pay for a rental ve-
hicle if your car is not drivable after a crash.

“Collision” may provide coverage for damage 
inflicted to your vehicle after a rollover or crash with 
another car or object. This coverage typically requires 
a deductible.

“Comprehensive” provides coverage for damage 
to your vehicle after a non-vehicle or non-rollover inci-
dent, such as theft or weather damage. This coverage 
typically requires a deductible.

“Emergency Road Service” may cover expenses 
related to a breakdown, including towing and lock-
smith services.

“Medical Payments and Personal Injury Protec-
tion” may offer compensation for medical expenses, 

 next page
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Banking

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney, 
Tiffany Callaghan - Offi ce Manager/Paralegal, 

Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant, 
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062
Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
•  Admiralty & 

Maritime
• Traffi c Tickets
• Notary Public

3.5” x 2”

Christina S Wilson
Financial Advisor
.

Lakeside Shopping Center
3301 Veterans Blvd Suite 205
Metairie, LA 70002
504-831-3499

  Parran’s
PO-BOYS

                                 of Kenner

Family owned and operated since 1975

2321 West Esplanade 
between 

Power & Williams

M-Th 11-7:30    
Fri 11-8:30    
Sat 11-8

Come Take A Gravy Bath!
Dine In or 
Take Out
305-6422

www.parranspoboys.com
Parrans 1/8_0316.indd   1 2/27/16   9:30 AM

I was asked 
recently, “Should I 
invest in Bitcoin?”

My answer was, 
“no.” Bitcoin is not an investment, it is a gamble. If 
you want to gamble on Bitcoin, that is fine, but only 
gamble what you can afford to lose.

The question remains, what is Bitcoin? Why 
are people so excited?

Bitcoin is a crypto currency. I know, this may 
not really clear anything up. Let’s try this. Bitcoin 
is an artificial currency, unconnected to any gov-
ernment. Bitcoins are created by running very 
complex math problems on linked computers. This 
process is called mining, for no apparent reason, 
except to possibly create the impression that some-
thing precious is being found, like mining for gold.

The limitations on Bitcoin are that the min-
ing operation consumes vast amounts of computer 
time. This mining operation is, at its core, a non-
sensical computing exercise whose only purpose 
is to limit the production of bitcoins. In addition 
to the nonsensical mining operation, there is an 
absolute limit to the total number of bitcoins that 
can be in circulation at any time. The limit is 21 
million bitcoins.

The other element of Bitcoin is a blockchain 
ledger system. This is complex, so if you want to 
skip the explanation, realize that blockchain tech-
nology is essential to the Bitcoin system.

A blockchain is a digitized, decentralized, 
public ledger of all cryptocurrency transactions. 
Constantly growing as ‘completed’ blocks (the 
most recent transactions) are recorded and added 
to it in chronological order, allowing market par-
ticipants to keep track of digital currency transac-
tions without central recordkeeping. Each node (a 
computer connected to the network) gets a copy 
of the blockchain, which is downloaded automati-
cally.

Originally developed as the accounting meth-
od for the virtual currency Bitcoin, blockchains 

– which use what’s known as distributed ledger 
technology (DLT) – are appearing in a variety of 
commercial applications today. Currently, the 
technology is primarily used to verify transactions, 
within digital currencies – though it is possible to 
digitize, code and insert practically any document 
into the blockchain. Doing so creates an indelible 

record that cannot be changed. Furthermore, the 
record’s authenticity can be verified by the entire 
community using the blockchain instead of a single 
central entity.

Thus, we have an artificial currency that has 
no intrinsic value which cannot be used to pay 
taxes and is not legal tender for repaying debt. Why 
would anyone accept this currency? There are 
three reasons. The first is some folks feel that when 
government debts become unmanageable, central 
banks will print currency and cause massive in-
flation in order to repay past debts with cheaper 
devalued new dollars. In this scenario, your paper 
dollars will lose purchasing power and become less 
valuable.

The second reason is that Bitcoin is un-
regulated and anonymous. This makes it ideal for 
computer hackers who want a ransom payment 
to unlock a hacked computer. Bitcoin is also the 
payment method of choice for drug dealers, arms 
smugglers and human traffickers, as well as for 
sanction-evading state actors like North Korea.

Finally, some people believe they can use 
Bitcoin to hide from the IRS. Because of the large 
demand for hidden payments by the criminal class, 
many people feel that there will be a growing de-
mand for Bitcoin and therefore an increased price.

Bitcoins are valuable because people are will-
ing to accept them and trade them for real curren-
cies such as dollars. If people quit accepting them, 
they will have no value. Another way to think about 
Bitcoin is to remember the plastic poker chips that 
you play with at a charity casino night. On casino 
night you can play with the chips, trade them and 
exchange them for prizes. The following morning, 
they have no value. Bitcoins are valuable today, but 
could be worthless as those plastic poker chips to-
morrow.

This is not an investment. Bitcoin may grow 
in value but I cannot recommend it because it may 
well disappear. I also don’t like the criminal con-
nection.   

Guy Williams is president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust 
Company. Their Kenner branch office is located 
at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, 
vice-president and branch manager can be 
contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar, vice presi-
dent and commercial lender, can be contacted 
at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s 
website at www.gulfbank.com.

 

Bitcoin
By Guy Williams

lost wages and even funerals if you or other covered 
persons are injured in a vehicle-related crash.

“Property Damage Liability” may cover damage 
you cause to another individual’s property while driv-
ing. This also covers court costs and legal expenses.

“Uninsured or Underinsured Motorist Coverage” 
may provide reimbursement if you’re involved in a 
crash with a driver who doesn’t have sufficient liability 
insurance – or any at all.
Learn these basic terms

Premium: Payment you make to your insurance 
company for your policy.

Deductible: The amount you pay before your in-
surance company may pay the rest, up to any policy 
limits that apply. Higher deductibles equal lower pre-

miums; conversely, lower deductibles equal higher 
premiums.

Covered Persons: Policies generally cover the 
policyholder, their spouse, other relatives living in 
the home and individuals driving the policyholder’s 
vehicle with their permission.  

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi In-
surance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and 
a select State Farm agent, is a Chartered Prop-
erty Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, 
home, renters, life and health insurance along with 
financial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 
Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can 
be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@state-
farm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net. 
Neither State Farm™ nor its agents provide tax or 
legal advice.

Clesi
 from previous page
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Sports

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes 
Shocks • Air Conditioner 

Work Struts • Brake Service 
Batteries • Belts • Hoses

 Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Friday

www.scottystireandauto.com

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001

Cell 504.250.1610

Office 504.883.5252

Fax 504.883.5172

dkorn504@gmail.com

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

®

SELA

®

NEW LISTING

3613 N WOODLAWN Avenue
Metairie • $329,000

4416 Rue Place Pontchartrain
Kenner • $649,900

3805 HOUMA Blvd. 
#100 A

1 Brdm/1 Bath
in Metairie

$99,000

4604 Elmwood 
Parkway, Metairie

$359,000

SALE PENDING

With the sting of 
the incredible loss at 
Minnesota now less-
ening a bit, it is time 

to take a look at how the New Orleans Saints 
continue their progression toward becoming a 
championship team once again in 2018.

It appears that the Saints will pick 27th in 
the first round of the NFL draft. They will play 
a tougher, first-place schedule in 2018. Coming 

off of a solid offseason in 2016 and a brilliant off-
season in 2017, if the Saints can hit on the draft 
and free agency in 2018, there is no reason to be-
lieve that they will not be legitimate contenders 
to win the Super Bowl in 2019, providing Drew 
Brees is back and that would appear certain.

If the Saints had posted another 7-9 mark 
or another losing season, the organization would 
have had ample reason to consider allowing 
Brees to leave, despite the fact that he set an 
NFL record for completion percentage this past 
season and still played at an elite level. Now, with 
the pieces in place to contend, it is a no-brainer 
to bring Brees back, whatever the cost.

Credit Sean Payton with making hard, 
tough staff changes which clearly improved his 
team in 2017, along with intelligent evaluation 
and player acquisition.

While the defense improved under Dennis 
Allen, it must improve even more if the Saints 
hope to be a Super Bowl champion.

In no particular order, here are areas that 
the Saints will look at possibly addressing in 2018.

Another corner. Can Delvin Breaux return 
and play at a solid NFL level? At this point, you 
have to have your doubts. He played in just six 
games in 2016 and did not play at all last season. 
If Breaux can return, the Saints would appear set 
at corner. Marshon Lattimore is 21. Ken Craw-
ley is 24. PJ Williams is 24. You can never have 
enough good cover corners. Justin Hardee (23) 
has promise as well.

Safety. This is all about whether Kenny Vac-
caro returns, which is clearly up in the air. With 
the Saints having to pay Drew Brees, is there 
enough in the pool for Vaccaro? He is a solid, ad-
equate player but not a star. Marcus Williams is 
21. Vonn Bell is 23. Chris Banjo (27) has another 
year on his deal while Rafael Bush (30) is an un-
restricted free agent.

More athleticism at linebacker. Can Alex 
Anzalone remain healthy with his shoulder is-
sues, which date to his college days at Florida? 
He is a good athlete who can move in space. 
Craig Robertson is a solid roster player and good 
at the point of attack but not as much in space. 
A.J. Klein was an upgrade while Manti Te’o did 
a solid job in relief and will return. Jonathan 
Freeny had some good moments and may be 
worth bringing back. Michael Mauti is a solid 
special teams player, as is Nate Stupar. Gerald 
Hodges’ contract is up.

Another edge pass rusher. Cameron Jor-
dan had his best year in the NFL. He was argu-
ably the best overall defensive lineman in the 
league this year, equally good against the run and 
pass. Alex Okafor is an unrestricted free agent 
and coming off a serious injury. Hau’oli Kikaha is 
coming off an injury once again. The Saints may 
shop here. Trey Hendrickson has a solid future 
and the team likes Al-Quadin Muhammad as well.

Depth at defensive tackle. Tyler Davision 
(25), Sheldon Rankins (23) and David Onyemata 
(25) are solid and young. One more solid rotation 
guy would be beneficial. The question lingers 
about Nick Fairley, who would be huge, but at 
this point, you cannot count on him returning. 
Woodrow Hamilton and Tony McDaniel are oth-
ers from this past season’s roster. Hamilton is 25 
while McDaniel is 32 and not as likely to return.

Depth at offensive tackle. Will Zach Strief 
return and still play at the caliber of an NFL 
starter? He is now 34 and coming off of a serious 
injury. Can Terron Armstead remain healthy? He 

is under contract through 2021 and is just 26. He 
has missed 20 games over the last four seasons 
and left some games that he played in injured. 
When healthy, he is an above average left tackle. 
It is an important position. With Ryan Ramcyzk 
set to play here for perhaps a decade, the Saints 
must solidify the other side and depth at the po-
sition.

Receiving tight end. There is no doubt that 
Michael Hoomanawanui is a solid blocker in the 
run game and has helped that improving aspect 
of the Saints offense. Josh Hill is a solid blocker 
as well and had a nice playoff run as a receiver 
but lacks overall receiving skills to threaten a 
defense. Coby Fleener has the size and receiving 
skill but is he tough enough? He is a candidate to 
be erased from the roster. Sean Payton thrived 
with the likes of Jeremy Shockey, Jimmy Graham 
and Ben Watson. For what it is worth, Graham is 
a free agent.

A solid second or third wide receiver. The 
curious case of Willie Snead, IV, looms here. He 
is a restricted free agent. Will he return in 2018? 
Snead was Lance Moore all over again for Drew 
Brees in 2015 and 2016, combining for 141 re-
ceptions for 1,879 yards and seven touchdowns. 
Then, he got suspended to start the 2017 season, 
fumbled a punt against Tampa Bay early on upon 
his return and never recovered, finishing with 
eight catches for 92 yards. It is not as if Snead 
is washed-up. Snead is just 25. If Payton knows 
he can return to his pre-2017 productivity, this 
is less of a need. Ted Ginn, Jr. will be 33 next 
season. Can he still be the guy to take the top 
off of defensive coverages? He had a good season 
in 2017 with 53 catches for 787 yards and four 
touchdowns. Michael Thomas is elite. Brandon 
Coleman blocks well and had moments as a re-
ceiver but is a fourth option. Tommylee Lewis is 
not a factor.

Quarterback. Is this the year the Saints 
try again to find an heir-apparent to Brees or 
is there real belief that Taysom Hill can be that 
guy? It is not as if Hill is young. He is 27 and has 
never played in the league at quarterback. Chase 
Daniel is a solid backup. Garrett Grayson did not 
pan out.

Depth at running back. Mark Ingram and 
Alvin Kamara had remarkable seasons. Is there 
a third option? Can Trey Edmunds figure as that 
player? He is 23 and has good size. Can Daniel 
Lasco return from injury and figure in the mix 
with his speed? He is 25.

While the future looks bright, the NFL 
changes from year-to-year. Lesser teams will im-
prove. Good teams do not suddenly figure to turn 
bad. To continue the momentum, another good 
offseason is required.    

Ken Trahan serves as sports director of 
WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and gen-
eral manager of www.SportsNola.com and hosts 

“Sportsnola TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. 
on WHNO, TV 20. Trahan is the general manag-
er and chairman of the board of the Saints Hall 
of Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Super-
dome, runs the Life Resources Sports Ministry 
and hosts All Access SportsTalk on WGSO, 990 
AM and WGSO.com on Monday, Thursday and 
Friday at 6:05 p.m. as well as “The Three Tail-
gaters Show” on Saturday morning from 10:05 
a.m. to noon with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille.

With promising future, Saints arrive at offseason with wish list
By Ken Trahan
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Law
St. Jerome

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

 Seafood Dinners
Fish Plates  •  Shrimp Plates  •  Soft Shell Crab  •  Combo Plates  •  Stuffed Crab Plates  

Crawfi sh Etoufee  •  Super Seafood Plate  •  Grilled Shrimp Salad  •  Hush Puppies
  Crawfi sh Kickers Gumbo   •   Crab Cakes  •  Soft Shell Crab  •  Grilled Shrimp Plates
Grilled Fish Plates  •  Grilled Combo Plates  •  Soft Shell Crab Plates  •  Crawfi sh Pies
Lenten Dinner Dates - Ash Wednesday - Feb 14th thru Good Friday -  March 30th

Open Every Friday 11am-1pm – Lunch Special
Bunco Follows Fish Fry - 7:00pm

Bonco Dates 4/20 - 5/18 - 6/15 - 7/20 - 8/17 - 9/14 - 10/19 - 11/16 - 12/14
Phone-in Orders • Visa/Mastercard/Discover Accepted

3310 Florida Ave. • Kenner, LA 70065 • 469-6736 or 352-7107

465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

NEW AVEDA LIPSTICKS COMING!

Buy 1 

Lipstick

Get 2nd 

Lipstick 

1/2 off

Louisiana child safety seat laws
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.

Car accidents 
are the leading cause 
of death among chil-
dren under the age of 

twelve. We as parents, family and friends need to do 
everything we can to protect our children. The best 
way to prevent injury and death of a child in a car 
accident is by placing your child in the proper child 
restraints. This can be challenging with all of the dif-
ferent information and options that are now available 
to us. Fortunately, the state of Louisiana has set forth 
laws that provide specific safety requirement guide-
lines.

Please note that while the following require-
ments are law, these are only the minimum safety re-
quirements. It is also recommended that if your child 
falls into more than one category, you place them in 
the more protective restraint option.

The child restraint requirements under Louisi-
ana Law are as follows: 1) From birth to at least one 
year and less than 20 pounds, a child should be in a 
rear-facing infant or convertible seat with an internal 
harness; 2) A child at least one year old to four years 
old and at least 20 to 40 pounds should ride forward 
facing in a convertible or combination seat used with 
the internal harness in place; 3) A child at least four 
years old to six years old and at least 40 to 60 pounds 
should be in a belt-positioning booster seat (backless 
or high-backed); 4) A child six years old or at least 60 
pounds should ride in the back seat using the vehicle 
lap-shoulder belt or a belt positioning booster seat. 
However, if your child is under 4’ 9” tall and when 
sitting against the back of the seat, the shoulder belt 
does not cross at the collarbone, or the lap belt does 
not touch the top of your child’s legs (near the pock-
ets), or your child’s knees do not bend over the edge 
of the vehicle seat, it is recommended that the child 
be seated in a belt positioning booster seat. 5) Any 
child under 12 years old should always ride in the 
back seat of the car using the vehicles lap-shoulder 
belt, if rear seats are available.

Failure to comply with these requirements 
can have harsh legal consequences as well. If you 
are convicted of a child safety seat offense, you have 
the possibility of being ticketed and fined, with your 
fine amounts increasing for subsequent violations. 
Drivers that have been convicted of breaking a child 
safety seat law must provide the state with a nota-
rized child restraint affidavit proving that they have 
acquired the appropriate child safety seat. Offending 
drivers have 30 days to submit the affidavit showing 
they obtained the appropriate child restraint or their 
driver’s license may be suspended.

Per NHTSA guidelines, if you are involved in an 
accident, you should replace any car seats that were 
in the car at the time of the accident, whether the 
seat appears to be damaged or not. Make sure to in-
clude the value of the car seat in any accident-related 
property damage claims.

If you have questions regarding the correct 
safety seat for your child or about proper installation, 
please visit one of the Louisiana Child Passenger Fit-
ting Stations or the NHSTA Child Car Seat Inspection 
Stations. Here, in Kenner, you can visit the Louisiana 
State Police, Troop B office at 2101 I-10 Service Road 
on Wednesdays from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. for help 
installing and/or inspection of your car seat. Please 
remember it is also very important to always stay up 
to date or sign up for notifications about any car seat 
recalls.

This information has been provided for informa-
tional purposes only and is not intended and should 
not be construed to constitute legal advice.    

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisi-
ana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, prac-
ticing attorney and owner of Rivertown Law Center, 
L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite 
C in Kenner. Motor vehicle accidents, personal in-
juries, maritime and traffic violations are Rinck’s 
primary areas of practice. Rinck can be reached at 
704-1194 or info@rivertownlaw.com.

THE CITY OF KENNER 
Department of Community Development

E. “BEN” ZAHN III, MAYOR
City of Kenner

MICHAEL C. INCE
Interim Director

HISPANIC RESOURCE CENTER

English as a Second Language

FREE ENGLISH CLASSES
In Collaboration with

Je� erson Parish Adult Ed
Daytime Classes

Monday through � ursday
Hispanic Resource Center

4312 Florida Avenue • Kenner, LA 70065

For more information call: 
504-836-3396 or 504-469-2570

Must be 18 years old to attend

Garbage will be 

collected on Mardi 

Gras Day, Tuesday, 

Feb. 13.
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Health

Flu season is in 
full swing! The influen-
za virus – or the flu – is 
active throughout the 

United States during the fall and winter. This year, Loui-
siana is among the states with the highest confirmed 
cases of the flu. Understanding the flu and prevention 
is the best way to keep yourself and your family healthy 
this flu season.
What is the flu?

The flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused 
by influenza viruses. Symptoms include fever, chills, 
cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, body aches, 
headaches and fatigue. Some people may have vomit-
ing and diarrhea; this is more common in children than 
adults.

The flu is spread by tiny droplets of body fluids, 
which can be spread through simple actions like talk-
ing, sneezing or coughing. It can also be spread when 
someone touches an object with flu virus on it and then 
touches their mouth, nose or eyes.
How can I prevent the flu?

The best way to prevent the flu is to get the flu vac-
cine each year. Everyone ages six months and older is 
advised to get the flu shot at the beginning of flu season 
to ensure you stay protected during times when the vi-
rus is widely spreading. Why annually? Each year, the flu 
shot changes because the flu virus constantly changes 
and your body’s immune response to last year’s vaccine 
will decline.

Washing your hands frequently is one of the best 
ways to prevent the spread of germs leading to the flu. 
If you think you have flu, you should wear a mask to pre-
vent the spread to others.
What is the treatment for the flu?

There is no cure for viral illness such as flu or the 
common cold and should be treated with lots of rest and 
fluids. Steroids and antibiotics are not helpful for viral 
infections.

However, when it comes to flu, we do have medi-
cines that can lessen the symptoms and shorten the 
time you are sick. The most commonly used of these 
medicines is Tamiflu (oseltamivir), which is usually 
given for five days. Not everyone with flu needs to be 
treated with Tamiflu. Your doctor will decide if you need 
treatment based on the severity of your illness and if 
you are at risk for complications based on your age and 
health.
What are some common myths about the flu vaccine?

The flu shot will cause me to be sick. The flu shot 
will not cause you to be sick with the flu virus. The virus 
that is used in the vaccine is dead; it cannot infect you. 
Muscle aches and low-grade fevers after you receive 
the shot are indications that your immune system is 
responding appropriately to the vaccine.

I’m healthy and I never get sick so I don’t need 
the flu shot. Everyone is susceptible to the flu virus 
and can get flu from it. You should also get the flu vac-
cine in order to cause herd immunity for those who 
cannot get the flu vaccine for medical reasons. {Herd 
immunity=when a large percentage of the population 
has become immune to an infection (i.e. receives the flu 
shot) and thus protects those who are not immune (i.e. 
those who cannot receive the flu shot)}.    

Dr. Shelley Swindler, received her undergradu-
ate degree from The University of Louisiana at Lafay-
ette, graduated from LSU-Shreveport Medical School 
and completed her residency program in internal 
medicine and pediatrics from The University of Ten-
nessee-Memphis where she was chief resident of qual-
ity and patient safety. Dr. Swindler, a primary care 
doctor, is certified by the American Board of Internal 
Medicine. To make an appointment with Dr. Swindler 
at the Ochsner Health Center, located at 2120 Drift-
wood Boulevard in Kenner, call 443-9500.

Staying healthy during flu season
By Shelley Swindler, M.D.

Restless leg syndrome symptoms, causes and treatment explained 
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

Do you ever lay 
in bed and have this 
uncontrollable urge 
to move your legs? Do 

you ever feel like your 
legs want to walk around town while your body 
wants to go to sleep at night? You may be suffering 
from “Restless leg syndrome,” also known as RLS. 
It is reported that as many as 12 million Americans 
are affected by RLS and majority of them don’t 
even know that they have this condition.

Remember “URGE.”
U=Urge to move the legs
R=Rest makes it worse
G=Getting and moving makes it better
E= Evening time is when the symptoms start
In my practice many patients have come and 

asked me about this disorder and how it affects 
their sleep during the night. RLS is a neurological 
disorder that causes you to have an overwhelming 
uncontrollable urge to move your legs and some-
times arms. Patients complain of these creepy, 
crawling, tingling, pulling, burning, aching, pain-
ful and hard to describe sensation which improves 
by constant moving or applying pressure to their 
legs to alleviate the pain. What many people do not 
know is that RLS is classified as a sleep disorder 
that produces constant urge to move extremities 
especially during the night which leads to di-
minished sleep quality either by difficulty falling 
asleep or staying asleep. This ultimately results in 

fatigue, daytime sleepiness, poor concentration at 
work, difficulty remembering things and often may 
lead to depression.

So what causes this? Unfortunately, the real 
cause is still unknown but some theories and risk 
factors have been identified. Some studies have 
shown that there may be possible genetic link to 
this disorder. This condition may affect men and 
women of any age, however, the prevalence is two 
times as much for woman than men.

There are two types of RLS, primary RLS or 
secondary RLS. The primary type is the most com-
mon type and is usually lifelong. The condition oc-
curs more frequently and worsens over time.

Secondary RLS is usually a result of some-
thing else. It can be a certain medicine or a medi-
cal condition that is causing the symptoms. With 
secondary usually the symptoms will improve or 
resolve when the medical condition is treated or 
medicine is stopped.

Some conditions associated with RLS include 
iron deficiency, diabetes, rheumatoid arthritis, 
chronic kidney disease, Parkinson’s disease, pe-
ripheral neuropathy and pregnancy.

It is not uncommon for pregnant women in 
their third trimester to have RLS. The good news 
with pregnancy-related RLS is the condition usu-
ally resolves within four weeks after birth.

Some medicines that can cause RLS include 
antidepressants, cold and allergy medicines and 
anti-nausea medicines. Caffeine intake, alcohol, 

tobacco and sleep deprivation can also perpetuate 
RLS symptoms.

Even though there is no cure for RLS, there 
are several treatment options available to allevi-
ate the symptoms and hence lead to better sleep. 
First and far most is treating the underlying con-
dition and discussing the proper care with your 
physician. A sleep specialist physician can help 
maintain sleep patterns and monitor sleep cycles. 
A primary care physician can treat the underlying 
medical condition and decrease the risk factor of 
RLS. A sleep specialist physician can assist by tak-
ing a complete medical history, giving a physical 
exam and ordering appropriate tests. It is impor-
tant for people with RLS to modify their lifestyle. 
Some of the things that can be done are cutting 
back on triggering factors such as the use of alco-
hol, tobacco and caffeine. Also, leg massages, exer-
cising regularly, taking hot showers and establish-
ing a regular sleep pattern will be helpful.

There are some FDA approved medications 
that have shown good results for patients with 
RLS. These medications should be initiated un-
der the supervision of a sleep specialist for proper 
dosing to gain optimal outcomes. Regular, quality 
sleep is one of the most important aspects of lead-
ing a healthy and happy life. Having an untreated 

sleep disorder such as restless leg syndrome can 
not only hamper the quality of your daily life but 
it can lead to severe health conditions and even 
accidents from drowsiness, if left untreated. If 
you believe that you or someone you know may be 
suffering from restless leg syndrome, discuss the 
symptoms with your primary care provider or con-
tact a sleep clinic for a complete evaluation.    

Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D., a Louisiana native, 
is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist who received his 
undergraduate degree at LSU-Shreveport, completed 
his residency at LSU-HSC in New Orleans and fellow-
ship in sleep medicine at Thomas Jefferson University 
Hospital in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr. Cheema 
is the medical director at Sleep Center of New Orleans 
(SCONO), located at 4232 Williams Boulevard, Suite 
108, in Kenner, the first of its kind accredited by the 
American Academy of Sleep Medicine (AASM) for treat-
ing children and adults with any of sleep-related condi-
tions. Dr. Cheema is board certified in family medicine 
by the American Board of Family Medicine and cur-
rently practices pediatric/adult sleep medicine in the 
metro New Orleans area. To schedule an appointment 
call the Sleep Center at 405-5582 or visit the websites, 
www.myscono.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.
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HISPANIC RESOURCE CENTER
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Who Can Apply?
Anyone! SNAP is available to Louisianans 
with incomes under certain limits. If you think 
you or your family might meet the income 
guideline requirements, we can help you apply.

 Household Gross Monthly Yearly Income
 Size Income Limit is Less Than:

 1 $1,287 $15,444
 2 $1,736 $20,826
 3 $2,184 $26,208
 4 $2,633 $31,590

WHEN?
10AM to 12PM

Friday, February 9, 2018
Friday, March 2, 2018
Friday, March 16, 2018

WHERE?
City of Kenner

Hispanic Resource Center
4312 Florida Ave.
Kenner, LA 70065

504.469.2570

Questions?

1.855.392.9338

If you would like the information 
for a Food Pantry in your areas 
to receive emergency food, call

For more information about SNAP, 
questions about your SNAP case, other 

locations where you can receive assistance, or 
to learn more about other services provided by 
the Dept. of Children and Family Services, call

1.888.524.3578 
dial 1, 3, 1, 2, 6 
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Jefferson Parish receives picnic benches for local parks as 
part of Anheuser-Busch community service project

Residents visiting parks in Jefferson Parish will enjoy new ameni-
ties thanks to the partnership between Anheuser-Busch, Keep America 
Beautiful, Keep Louisiana Beautiful and the Jefferson Parish Depart-
ment of Environmental Affairs.

Keep America Beautiful, the nation’s leading community beau-
tification nonprofit organized the construction of picnic benches and 
transportable murals as part of a community service project at Anheus-
er-Busch’s annual sales and marketing conference in New Orleans last 
weekend.

The event leveraged the work of over 800 volunteers. As a local 
Keep America Beautiful Affiliate, the Department of Environmental 
Affairs helped coordinate setup for the service project and managed 
team leaders on the day of construction. Volunteers from the University 

of New Orleans baseball team and the local dance troupe, the Organ 
Grinders, assisted them.

Jefferson Parish received 30 picnic benches because of this effort. 
Many will be placed in Lafreniere Park, LaSalle Park and Park Des 
Familles.

Thanks to this effort, Lafreniere Park will be able to replace out-
dated benches and provide new seating locations near the Copeland 
Concert Gardens Stage. “Efforts like this allow us to use our funds more 
strategically to enhance the services we provide to park goers,” said 
Lafreniere Park Director Barry McGuiness. “The success of the event is 
reflective of the positive impact that is generated through the coopera-
tive work of private industry, nonprofit organizations, local universities 
and local government.”  

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

875-2888

 SABELLA’S
 PLUMBING
        SMALL JOBS

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•
Residential Repairs

Servicing Metairie & Kenner

Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

See why State Farm® insures more 
drivers than GEICO and Progressive 
combined. Great service, plus 
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, then 
talk to me.

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1001174.1

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA  70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

  Parran’s
PO-BOYS

                                 of Kenner

Family owned and operated since 1975

2321 West Esplanade between Power & Williams
M-Th 11-7:30    Fri 11-8:30    Sat 11-8

Come Take A Gravy Bath!

Dine In or Take Out • 305-6422
www.parranspoboys.com

Parrans_Gravy Bath_0216.indd   1 1/24/16   9:34 AM

Pneumatic tires have been used 
on cars for about as long as they have 
existed, but there is a surprising 
amount of misunderstanding about 

the whole process of checking, setting and maintaining tire pres-
sure.

All tires are stamped with the maximum pressure and not the 
recommended pressure for the vehicle they are on. Most people 
believe the that the correct tire pressure for a given tire is printed 
on the sidewall and that is not true. The pressure listed on the side-
wall of the tire is its maximum cold inflation pressure, the amount 
that will allow the tire to safely support its maximum-rated load. 
And that applies no matter what vehicle the particular tire is on.

Any specific size of tire could be fitted to dozens of different 
models of vehicles but not all cars are intended to use the full load 
capacity of their tires.

The same size tire may be found on minivans and sporty sta-
tion wagons, but it’s the air pressure that influences performance.

As an example, 225/60R16 remains a common tire size. You’d 
find it on everything from Buick LeSabres to Subaru Outbacks and 
Honda Odysseys. Those vehicles were intended for different pur-
poses and have different recommended tire pressures. With an em-
phasis on soft ride quality, the Buick calls for just 30 psi in its tires, 
whereas the family-hauling Odyssey van requires 36 psi.

The tire pressure placard is visible as the topmost label near 
the center of the door opening. How are we supposed to know the 

correct pressure for a particular vehicle? Fortunately, the tire plac-
ard tells you. For several years, there was no standard location for 
where the sticker was mounted.

When checking tire pressure use your own digital gauge, 
which are more reliable than analog gauges and are easier to read. 
The gauges on public pumps are not to be trusted as they lead a 
harsh life and may be inaccurate.

Adding air to the listed pressures should be set with the tires 
cold – as in not recently driven on, since the flexing of a tire dur-
ing driving heats the air inside and increases the pressure. If you 
must check the tires when they are hot, add four to six psi to the 
recommended pressure, but do not exceed the tire’s maximum. I’d 
highly recommend purchasing a digital tire gauge. Make sure to get 
a tight seal against the stem when checking.

Nitrogen-filled tires don’t lose pressure as easily as tires filled 
with normal air. Proper inflation with conventional air is better 
than underinflation with nitrogen. Correctly inflated tires last lon-
ger, are safer, require less fuel to roll and generally handle better. 
Spending a few minutes checking your pressure once a month is a 
good investment.   

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire and Automotive, 
Inc., a family-owned and operated full-service tire and automotive shop, 
located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-
5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. Scotty’s website is www.scottystire-
auto.com.

Tire pressure dos and don’ts
By Scott Zimmerman

Community

Jefferson Parish Finance Department recognized for 
excellence in financial reporting

The Jefferson Parish Department of Finance is the recipient of 
the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) Award for Out-
standing Achievement in Popular Annual Financial Reporting for the 
fiscal year ending December 31, 2016.

The GFOA established the Popular Annual Financial Reporting 
Awards Program (PAFR Program) in 1991 to encourage and assist state 
and local governments to extract information from their comprehen-
sive annual financial report to produce high quality popular annual fi-
nancial reports specifically designed to be readily accessible and easily 
understandable to the public.

The Outstanding Achievement in Popular Annual Financial Re-

porting Award is a prestigious national award-recognizing conformance 
with the highest standards for preparation of state and local govern-
ment popular reports.

Jefferson Parish, once again said parish officials, is recognized 
particularly because of the attention and efforts of Jefferson Parish 
Accounting Operations Manager Cliff Smith, Tara Hazelbaker, former 
director of accounting and now director of the Jefferson Parish Inter-
nal Audit Department and Jefferson Parish Finance Director Timothy 
Palmatier.

Jefferson Parish has received the Popular Annual Financial Re-
porting Award for 23 consecutive years.  

Government
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This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight:  
GREENLAWN TERRACE ELEMENTARY

Greenlawn Terrace Elementary is a school of 
excellence in Kenner. As a SACS accredited 
school, Greenlawn offers a safe and dynamic 
learning environment for a diverse range 
of students in grades pre-K through 5. The 
students of Greenlawn are provided with the 
knowledge to succeed in the present and 
to be the leaders of the future through the 
engaging teaching methods of its certified 
educators. Greenlawn believes it is important to exercise the mind and body by 
providing its students with top technology, such as Promethean Boards, and with the 
health exercise program, CATCH. Greenlawn’s faculty and staff strive to make learning 
fun and engaging for all of its students by providing them with educational tools that are 
useful, beneficial, and above all, “for the kids.”

The principal of Greenlawn is 
Mary Defusco. Greenlawn is 
represented on the Jefferson 
Parish School Board by Sandy 
Denapolis-Bosarge. Greenlawn 
Terrace Elementary is located 
at 1500 38th Street in Kenner. 
For more information, visit 
greenlawn.jpschools.org or call 
(504) 468-1016. 

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates 

Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle, 

Schneckenburger Elementary, Washington Montessori, G. T. Woods Elementary

Grammy award winners Cyndi Lauper, Mi-
chael McDonald and Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
inductee John Oates will perform at this year’s 
annual Family Gras concert celebration present-
ed by the Jefferson Convention & Visitors Bureau.

The curtain will rise on the 11th edition of 
Family Gras on Friday, February 2 at 5:30 p.m. 
and continues Saturday, February 3,, 2018. Be-
cause February 4 is Super Bowl Sunday, Family 
Gras organizers have limited this year’s concert 
festival to two days rather than the usually-
scheduled three-days of music. There are no 
parades planned for Super Bowl Sunday in Jef-
ferson Parish.

Friday is Louisiana night. David Batiste & 
The Gladiators will kick off Family Gras at 5:30 
p.m. on February 2. The group, formed by David 
Batiste and his brothers in 1962, is a funk and 
soul band with an international following. The 
band was launched as talent show winners at 

Harlem’s famous Apollo Theater. David was also 
the keyboard sensation for the Meters and per-
formed on “Saturday Night Live” in 1977. They 
will be followed by Deacon John and the Ivories 
at 7:15 p.m. New Orleans legend and favorite 

Deacon John Moore is an inductee into the Loui-
siana Blues Hall of Fame.

Saturday, February 4, begins at noon with 
the Imagination Movers, a four-member band 
that has packed venues around the world. The 
Movers are rated the number one major tour act 
for families by Ticketmaster and won a Daytime 

Emmy Award for their TV show on the Disney 
Junior Channel. They will be followed at 1:00 
p.m. by Remedy, a group of local teenagers who 
intermingle original compositions with classic, 
contemporary and alternative rock covers. The 
national headliners begin at 2:30 p.m. with John 
Oates, a Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inductee 
and one-half of the duo Hall & Oates. Oates is 
a singer/songwriter who co-wrote many of the 
top 10 songs (with Hall) including “Sara Smile,” 

“She’s Gone” and “Out of Touch.” Oates also co-
wrote “You Make My Dreams,” “I Can’t Go for 

That (No Can Do), “Maneater” and “Adult Edu-
cation.” Oates will play Hall & Oates favorites as 
well as songs from his most recent solo album, 

“Arkansas.”

Following Oates at 4:15 p.m. will be five-
time Grammy winning artist Michael McDonald. 
McDonald is an American singer, songwriter, key-
boardist and record producer whose career spans 
more than 45 years. After perfecting his craft as a 
studio musician, he became an integral member 
of Steely Dan before joining the Doobie Brothers. 
McDonald sang the lead vocals on some of the 
band’s best-known songs such as “Takin’ It to the 
Streets,” “Minute by Minute” and “What a Fool 
Believes” which became a number one single in 
the U.S. and earned him a 1980 Grammy Award 
for “Song of the Year” along with co-writer Kenny 
Loggins.

Closing out Family Gras 2018 on Saturday 
will be pop culture icon Cyndi Lauper starting 
her set at 6:00 p.m.. Her debut solo album “She’s 
So Unusual” in 1983 was the first debut female 
album to chart four top-five hits on the Billboard 
Hot 100 – “Girls Just Want to Have Fun,” “Time 
After Time,” “She Bop” and “All Through the 
Night.” Lauper has won awards at the Grammys, 
Emmys, Tonys, the New York’s Outer Critics Cir-
cle, MTV Video Music Awards (VMAs), Billboard 
Awards and American Music Awards (AMAs) and 
is an inductee into both the Songwriters Hall of 
Fame and the Hollywood Walk of Fame.

Festival producer Greg Buisson said, “We 
are thrilled with this year’s lineup of amazing art-
ists. John Oates, Michael McDonald and Cyndi 
Lauper each rocked the stages at our famed Jazz 
Fest in recent years. They are all chart-topping 
sensations with impressive catalogs of music. We 
are excited to once again treat our festival-goers 
to terrific shows followed by the pageantry of 
Mardi Gras.”   

Cyndi Lauper, Michael McDonald and John Oates to highlight Family Gras 

Entertainment
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Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy

943-5777
7030 Canal Boulevard

889-2663
4921 Airline Drive

www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Orthopedic
Center for

Sports
Medicine

THOMAS R.
LYONS MD

CHARLES P.
MURPHY MD

WILLIAM F.
SHERMAN JR. MD

LUIS M.
ESPINOZA MD

Hablamos Español

3409 Williams Blvd.

We Shop For You!
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Homeowners insurance provides  
coverage for your home and personal  
belongings. Liability coverage is another  
critical component.

 Single Family Homes  Condominiums 

 Rental Properties   Much More

www.guffeyinsurance.netSINCE 1987

467-0800
PROUDLY 

REPRESENTING

Guffey_0516.indd   1 4/23/16   7:26 PM

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads

Learn Leadership Skills

Be A Confi dent Public Speaker

Improve Profi tability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

The Executive 
Achievers Association meets 

for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

Thursday, February 1 & 15
at the Best Western Landmark Hotel

2601 Severn Ave, Metairie

• 0 KENNER 
BUSINESS 
ASSOCIATION 

W:I likeus 
II llonfaceook 

Facebook.com/KennerBusmessAssociauon 

Networking and Business 
Card Exchange 

Meet and network with 
fellow local professionals 

February 22nd 
5:30 - 7:30pm 

John V Salon & Spa 
(Next to Planet Fitness) 

4525 Williams Blvd. Suite A 
Kenner 

Networking Information 
ContactTeresa Liuzza: 450-3253 

March Luncheon 
Guest speaker Cookie Rojas 

of the New Orleans Baby Cakes 

March 20th 
11:30 -1:30pm 

Chateau Golf & Country Club 
3600 Chateau Blvd. 

Kenner
Luncheon Information 
Conact Judy La Bella: 416-7637 

Learn more and RSVP at www.kennerbusinessassociation.com 

Every year Mar-
di Gras rolls around 
and the entire world 

looks to us here in Louisiana to show them what a 
good time looks like. The bar is set high. Luckily, at 
your Treasure Chest Casino, our bar is well stocked 
and ready to celebrate! It’s a tradition where we 
don’t take anything very seriously…and we take 
that tradition very seriously.

In fact, in honor of Mardi Gras, we’re chang-
ing our hours to stay open until the party ends! We 
will open on Friday, February 9, 2018, at 8:00 a.m. 
and remain open until Wednesday, February 15 at 
5:00 a.m. What do we have going on during that 
time? Glad you asked!

We’re letting the good times roll Friday, Feb-
ruary 9 and 23 from 8:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. with 

“Doubloons Dollars.” One winner from each B Con-
nected card level will be selected every 30 minutes 
to win up to $500 slot dollars! Ruby members get 1X 
their prize amount. Sapphire members get 2X their 
prize amount. And our vaunted Emerald members 
get 3X their prize amount! After all, it wouldn’t be a 
party at Treasure Chest without treasure!

There’s always a good time to be had at Trea-
sure Chest, but during Mardi Gras, the good times 

are multiplied. That’s why Tuesday, February 13 
from 10 a.m. until 10:00 p.m., we’re giving you a 

“Mardi Gras Point Multiplier!” Just visit any kiosk 
before playing to receive 7X up to 50X slot points!

And it wouldn’t be Mardi Gras if we didn’t 
pinch some tails. That’s right, “All-You-Can-Eat 
Crawfish” is back! Starting Ash Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 14, enjoy all-you-can-eat crawfish on our 
Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday seafood dinner 
buffet!

It’s time for Mardi Gras! And more than any 
other time of year, that means it’s time to party 
Louisiana style! We look forward to seeing you at 
Treasure Chest and showing the world what a party 
looks like! And, as always, we’ll see you on the lake!

As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must 
be 21 or older to enter the casino and become a B 
Connected member. Membership is free and rules 
and restrictions apply.     

Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino 
Marketing Director which is located is located at 
5050 Williams Blvd in Kenner on the lake. Visit 
the website at www.treasurechestcasino.com or 
call 443-8000. 

Free live entertainment at Treasure Chest in 
February

Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertain-
ment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure 
Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 5050 Williams 
Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 24 hours on 
Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m. 

Sunday through Thursday. The casino’s phone number 
is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s website, www.treasu-
rechestcasino.com, for more information.

Below is a list of entertainment with schedule 
and times subject to change.  

Thurs., Feb. 1
8:00 p.m.

Trivia Night

Fri., Feb. 2
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Monster Crawfish

Sat., Feb. 3
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Redline

Sun., Feb. 4
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., Feb. 7
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Feb. 8
8:00 p.m.

Trivia Night

Fri., Feb. 9
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Gris Gris Band

Sat., Feb. 10
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

No Idea

Sun., Feb. 11
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., Feb. 14
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Feb. 15
8:00 p.m.

Trivia Night

Fri., Feb. 16
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Escalade Show & Dance 
Band

Sat., Feb. 17
9:00p.m.-1:00a.m.

Flipside

Sun., Feb. 18
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., Feb. 21
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., Feb. 22
Closed Private Party

Fri., Feb. 23
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

The Wiseguys

Sat., Feb. 24
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Mojeaux

Sun., Feb. 25
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Wed., Feb. 28
7:00p.m.-11:00p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

The winnings are fat this Mardi 
Gras at Treasure Chest
By Rodney Miller – Treasure Chest Casino General Manager
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Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate 
Title Transfers 
Refi nances

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages 
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Expert closing assistance – In operation over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this

We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie • 830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

The Jefferson 
Parish Public School 

System is a district of choice that prepares students 
for life after graduation. For proof, look no further 
than our plans for February. Parents can learn about 
the many school choice options available for their 
children during our magnet and academic programs 
showcase events. JPPSS is also partnering with area 
school districts and community organizations to host 
a regional career expo.

The JPPSS Magnet and Academic Programs 
Showcase is an annual event that gives parents the 
opportunity to see the choices available in our dis-
trict prior to the annual magnet program application 
period. Parents can meet face-to-face with represen-
tatives from programs like STEM, arts integration, 
International Baccalaureate, language immersion, 
gifted and talented, advanced placement, career pro-
grams, charter schools and Child Search. 

These showcase events will be February 5, 2018, 
at the JPPSS Administration Building at 501 Manhat-
tan Boulevard in Harvey and February 6 in the River-
dale High gymnasium located at 240 Riverdale Drive 
in Jefferson. Both meetings are from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

The annual magnet program application period is 
February 19 to April 13, 2018.

The 2018 Regional Career Expo will introduce 
students to high demand, high wage jobs available in 
our area. Last year’s JPPSS Career Expo was a huge 
success. The bar has most definitely been raised. This 
year’s event is being hosted by JPPSS, Plaquemines 
Parish Schools, St. Bernard Parish Schools, St. 
Charles Parish Public Schools, JEDCO, the West 
Bank Industrial Association and Greater New Or-
leans Inc. It takes place February 23, 2018, from 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the UNO Lakefront Arena.

Visit our website at jpschools.org if you have 
questions about any of the events taking place this 
month.    

Isaac G. Joseph is the first African American 
superintendent of the Jefferson Parish Public School 
System (JPPSS); the largest and most diverse school 
district in Louisiana serving 48,000 students. Dur-
ing his 30 year career with the district, Joseph served 
as an educator, dean of student services, principal, 
assistant superintendent of human resources and 
executive director of grants and federal programs.

Students have choice, career 
options in JPPSS
By Isaac G. Joseph – Jefferson Parish Public School System 
Superintendent

Parents throughout the Jefferson Parish Pub-
lic School System now have an easier way to keep up 
with student fees. The district now uses the online pay-
ment service MySchoolBucks. Parents at participating 
schools can pay fees, student purchases and more with 
a debit card, credit card or electronic check.

To register for the service go to www.myschool-
bucks.com and register for an account. Add your stu-
dents using their school name and student information. 
Make a payment to your students’ accounts with your 
credit/debit card or electronic check. A program fee 
may apply. You will have the opportunity to review any 

fees and cancel if you choose, before you are charged.
Participating schools will have an online store 

with options to pay fees for various services and events. 
Check back with your account often over the next few 
weeks, as schools are adopting the program on varying 
schedules.

The type of fees payable will vary from school to 
school. Lunch fees will not be payable through this sys-
tem. Contact your child’s school if you have questions 
about their level of participation in MySchoolBucks.

If you have any questions about MySchoolBucks, 
visit myschoolbucks.com and click “Help” or call the 
customer support line at 1-855-832-5226.   

JPPSS debuts new online student fee 
payment service

The Jefferson Parish Public School System 
(JPPSS) has announced dates for its 2018 Magnet and 
Academic Programs Showcase. The showcase gives par-
ents the opportunity to learn more about the choices 
available in JPPSS prior to the annual magnet program 
application period.

The meetings will take place on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 6, 2018, at the Riverdale High gym located 240 
Riverdale Drive in Jefferson and on Thursday, February 
8, 2018, at the JPPSS Administration Building located 
at 501 Manhattan Boulevard in Harvey. The meetings 
for both locations will last one hour from 6:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m.

Programs to be highlighted include STEM, arts 
integration, International Baccalaureate and language 
immersion, as well as gifted and talented, advanced 
placement, career programs, charter schools and Child 
Search. Representatives from the district’s magnet and 
academic programs and the schools at which they are 

offered will be in attendance.
Parents can submit 2018-19 magnet program ap-

plications from February 19 to April 13, 2018. Applica-
tions will be available February 19 at jpschools.org, the 
JPPSS Administration Building, the Emenes Building 
located at 822 S. Clearview Parkway in Elmwood and 
in the offices of all JPPSS magnet schools. Applications 
and all required documents must be hand delivered to 
the JPPSS Administration Building on April 13, 2018, 
before 3:00 p.m.

The magnet programs and schools are as listed 
below.
Arts integration

The comprehensive arts integration program 
is designed for students who have a strong interest in 
dance, drama, music and art as well as for students 
who want a challenging academic experience. The cur-
riculum is designed to incorporate the arts into core 
classes to help deepen and broaden student under-
standing while adhering to the state mandated learning 

JPPSS holds magnet and academic 
programs showcase

Education
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The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with 
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions 
are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe 
directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of food with foodieforone.com
gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and questions 
are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed recipe 
directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Recipe Corner
BAKED ZITI    

By foodieforone.com

We’ve got your Mardi Gras Parade Party covered with this 
jazzy pan of Baked Ziti! Throw in rolls and a green salad and your 
BYOB party is complete!

INGREDIENTS

1-pound ground beef; 1-pound Italian sausage; 1-pound rigatoni 
or penne pasta; 1 yellow onion, chopped; Salt and pepper to taste; 
1/4-pound provolone; 1 1/2 cups sour cream; 26 ounces marinara or 
your favorite tomato sauce; Freshly shredded and grated parmesan

DIRECTIONS

Boil pasta in lightly salted water. Drain. Set aside. Brown sausage and 
beef with the onion in a large skillet. Salt and pepper to taste. Drain if 
necessary. Add marinara and allow to simmer for 15 to 20 minutes. In 
a 9 x 13 baking dish, layer half of the pasta and cover with the sliced 
provolone. Next layer with the sour cream and then add half of the 
meat/marinara mix. Layer with remaining pasta and top with freshly 
shredded parmesan. Add remaining meat/marinara mix and top with 
grated parmesan.

Bake at 350° for 30 minutes. Spoon into paper bowls with a plastic 
fork.

“Throw me something, Mister!”

Now Open!
Bar & � i� 

� ive � ru Service!
� ive � ru Service!
� ive � ru Service!

Sunday 

specials on 

gallons  $19

Daily lunch specials!
Happy Hour 
MON-FRI 11 AM TO 6 PM

Grab your Parade 

Gallons on the Go 

Thru our Drive UP !

Daiquiri Run on 61 • 266-2472

4337 Airline Drive • Metairie

objectives and parish policies. The schools are Clancy-
Maggiore Elementary School for the Arts and Lincoln 
Elementary School for the Arts.
French and Spanish language immersion

The French and Spanish immersion programs 
develop student proficiency in a second language while 
providing a foundation in fundamentals of language 
arts, mathematics, social studies, science, health, phys-
ical education and cultural arts programs. The program 
fosters an understanding of and an appreciation for 
Louisiana’s cultures and those of other areas and coun-
tries. The schools are Boudreaux Elementary (Spanish), 
Ellis Elementary (French and Spanish) and Frederick 
Douglass Elementary (French).
International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO)

IBO programs develop the whole student, help-

ing students to grow intellectually, socially, aestheti-
cally and culturally. They provide a broad and balanced 
education that includes science and the humanities, 
languages and mathematics, technology and the arts. 
They instill a sense of responsibility towards others 
and towards the environment. IBO programs also give 
students an awareness and understanding of their 
own culture and of other cultures, values and ways of 
life. The schools are Ehret High, Harahan Elementary, 
Marrero Middle, Riverdale Middle, Riverdale High and 
Shirley Johnson/Gretna Park Elementary.
Montessori

The Montessori method for education involves 
children learning through creative activity and explora-
tion. The schools are Collins Montessori and Washing-
ton Montessori.

For more information about event, contact Julia 
Johns at 349-7792 or by email at julia.johns@jppss.k12.
la.us.      

JPPSS
 from previous page

Deciding whether to file federal taxes    
By Rafael E. Saddy

As people prepare 
to file their taxes, there 
are things to consider. 
People will want to 

determine if they are required to file a return and de-
termine the best way to do so. In most cases, income, 
filing status and age determine if a taxpayer must file a 
tax return. Other rules may apply if the taxpayer is self-
employed or if they are a dependent of another person.

Even if a taxpayer isn’t required to file a tax return, 
they will need to do so if they are expecting a refund. A 
taxpayer could be due a refund if a taxpayer answers 

“yes” to any of the following questions. Did your employer 
withhold federal income tax from earnings? Did you 
make estimated tax payments during the year? Did you 
overpay in the previous year and have it applied to the 
current year’s taxes due?

After you have decided that you need to file a tax 
return, you need to decide if you will file the return on 
your own, use free tax software programs or enlist the 
help of a professional. It is important to consider that 
the Internal Revenue Service income tax code is an ex-
tensive and complicated book with about 800 plus pages. 
Although income tax software programs greatly facilitate 
preparing tax returns, for many taxpayers having a local 
tax preparer is a fast and reliable way to submit a tax 
return with the IRS and to make sure it is accurate.

Choose a reputable tax preparer or company famil-
iar with tax codes, tax credits and legal deductions. You 
can find a trained tax preparer at the IRS’s tax preparer 
directory listed by zip code on their website. Included 
are lawyers, certified public accounts, retirement plan 
registered agents, registered agents, registered actuar-
ies and seasonal tax preparers. Call the Better Business 
Bureau (BBB) at 314-645-3300 to check them out. Certi-
fied public accountants can be checked with the state 
board of certified public accountants and lawyers can be 
checked with the Louisiana State Bar Association.

You should ask in advance what the fee will be for 
processing your return. According to the BBB the price 
for completing a tax return will depend on how complex 
your statement is, the number of forms used and the 
hours spent preparing the return. Their fee should not be 
based on the amount of your refund. Do not use a tax pre-
parer who wants your tax refund deposited in their bank 
account. Make sure that your refund check is mailed to 
your address or direct deposited into your personal bank 
account. If the preparer offers you an advance refund, 
please note this is a loan and you should understand the 
pay back conditions beforehand because this advance of 

your refund will probably cost you money.
There are other instances than those previously 

mentioned that require a taxpayer to file a tax return 
with the IRS. Go to IRS.gov/filing for more information 
which is also available in Spanish.

Community announcements
Feb. 24 – Gala Music at the House of Blues at Bam-

boleo Latin Night. For information call 850-766-4602.
March 10-11 – Celebración Hispana de Kenner 

in collaboration with the Gala Music Foundation. Spon-
sors and vendors, honoring the rich and diverse Hispanic 
legacy, will celebrate the 8th Kenner Hispanic Summer 
Fest 2018 on Saturday, March 10 and Sunday, March 11 
at Laketown in Kenner. Lineup includes international 
and local performers, Frank Reyes, Los Silver Stars and 
local bands. The event will include colorful activities for 
the whole family, Latin food, live music, dances, crafts 
and games for the kids. Beach chairs are welcome. No 
coolers, backpacks, duffle bags or thermoses allowed. 
No outside food and drinks allowed. No pets, only service 
animals required for medical reasons will be allowed in 
the park. Entrance fee $3 per adults (no reentry) to help 
defer the cost of festival. For information on event or 
sponsorship call 850-766-4602 or 466-1483.

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce – The Resource 
Center, located at 2200 Veterans Memorial Boulevard of-
fers Spanish as a second language as well as other educa-
tional programs. For information call 305-5901.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center– The center 
offers various programs as well as access to information 
and referrals for all sorts of issues. For information call 
469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable channel 
76 or U-verse channel 99) has Hispanic TV programs ev-
ery Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For 
more information and program schedule, go to www.
kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner TV logo or go to the 
Kenner TV Face book/You Tube page.

I leave you with this thought. “Every culture has 
some ritual for joining two people together and making 
them stay that way and ours is giving tax breaks.”   

Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for 
the Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana 
(LACAL) and serves on the governing board of direc-
tors of Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy 
at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be 
sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284. 

Latin American News
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Come watch 
your sports at 
Stepbrothers. 
Nobody does it 
better than us!

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES SPORTS BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!

OPEN 11 am - 4 am

We are the 
place to watch 
the Super Bowl 

and all sports on 
our 19 TVs.

Not a bad seat 
in the house.

Beer bucket 
specials and 
great food.

WIFI.

Come 
watch sports 

at 
Stepbrothers.

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-98564971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-98564971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

average daily carrier seats improved to 21,266, rep-
resenting a 10.5 percent year-over-year increase. 
Average daily departures also increased from 146 
flights to 150 flights, representing 2.9 percent 
growth year over year.

Additionally, a number of new flights are set 
to launch in 2018. In February Delta Air Lines will 
begin twice weekly service to Seattle and Boston. 
Spirit Airlines will begin seasonal, nonstop service 

to Columbus, OH in March. In April Southwest 
Airlines will launch flights to two new nonstop 
destinations, Sacramento and San Jose, as well as 
its very first international flight from New Orleans 
to Cancun, all scheduled to begin with one weekly 
frequency. Also, in April, Spirit Airlines will oper-
ate four flights per week from MSY to Atlantic City 
International Airport, a new destination from New 
Orleans. Vacation Express in May will expand ser-
vice to Punta Cana, Dominican Republic.

“A primary goal for the airport and the New 
Orleans Aviation Board is to expand air service 

and connectivity to New Orleans,” said New Or-
leans Aviation Board Chairwoman Cheryl Teamer. 

“This record-breaking achievement is a testament 
to the phenomenal job our airport team is doing in 
recruiting new service. We announced numerous 
new flights in 2017 including the start of service to 
London, England and Frankfurt, Germany.”

“Reaching the 12 million passenger mark is 
a huge accomplishment for MSY,” said Kevin Dol-
liole, Louis Armstrong New Orleans International 
Airport Director of Aviation. “More than 20 new 
flights were announced in 2017 making New Or-

leans more connected and accessible than ever. 
We are excited to see this growth continue and I 
look forward to what is to come in 2018.”

“Armstrong International welcomes more 
and more people to New Orleans each year, reach-
ing yet another record for total passengers. With 
improved domestic and international travel from 
MSY, people from all over now have the opportu-
nity to visit New Orleans,” said New Orleans Coun-
cilmember Jared Brossett, chair of the transporta-
tion and airport committee.  

Aiport
 from page 1

increase of 25.49 percent.
Overall, 2017 saw 2,297 crimes reported in Ken-

ner compared to 2,397 in 2016, a drop of 4.17 percent.
Chief Glaser said that while the trend in Ken-

ner crime is downward, there is one special request 

he wants to direct to those who live and work in Ken-
ner. “Please lock your vehicle no matter where you 
park, even if it’s in your driveway or in front of your 
home,” said Chief Glaser. “I know you feel safe when 
parking in your driveway or in front of your home, but 
all it takes for a thief, even in Kenner’s finest neigh-
borhoods, is to go from vehicle to vehicle trying to see 
if they have been locked. If a thief gains access to 

your vehicle, he is going to loot it. This is especially 
problematical if you keep a gun in the car.”

Chief Glaser said a rule of police work that is 
almost always true is that a gun stolen from a vehi-
cle will later turn up in the commission of another 
crime. “We recently had to deal with a burglar who 
was armed with a gun stolen from someone’s glove 
compartment,” said Chief Glaser.” If you keep a 

weapon in your vehicle, please lock the doors no mat-
ter where you park and no matter how safe you think 
it is. Preventing having your vehicle looted and your 
gun stolen is important for you, for the Kenner Police 
Department and the community. I am sure there is 
no one in our community who wants to see a Kenner 
police officer confronted with a weapon stolen from 
your vehicle that was carelessly left unlocked.”   

Glaser
 from page 1

Mayor Mike Yenni departed after being elected Jef-
ferson Parish President. Sigur, a Republican, served 
as acting mayor until January 2017 when Ben Zahn, 
who was elected in November 2016, was sworn in 
as the new Kenner mayor to fulfill the balance of 

Yenni’s term, which ends June 30, 2018.
Brian Brennan, a Republican, was the lone 

qualifier for the Kenner District 5 councilman posi-
tion. Brennan had previously served as interim Ken-
ner Councilman-at-large from January 2016 until 
November 2016, after being appointed by the city 
council to replace the departed Conley.   

Councilmen elected unopposed
 from page 1

Kenner Police Department
Drug Tip 
Hotline

466-3073
Advertise in the

 KENNER STHR • 468-9125

“The man who stops 
advertising to save

 money is like  
the man who  

stops the clock  
to save time.”

—Thomas Jefferson
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Landscaping & Design,  

Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,

Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal 

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation 

Systems, Fountains, Grading,  

Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial

Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd   1 2/22/13   9:36 PM

455-2355

bELLCO ELECTRiC
Residential • Commercial

over
30 Years

experience

No Job Too Small - We Do all!
METAiRiE KENNER N.O. AREA

LICENSED ¥ BONDED ¥ INSURED

L
A

 L
ic

en
se

 #
28

61
3

OWNER RONNIE BELLACI 

24-hour electricAl service
7 Days A Week

We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE

BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE

LICENSED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED      OWNER RONNIE BELLACI

Read the Kenner Star on your 
mobile device - computer, iPad, 
Kindle or cellphone!

Send your email address to kennerstarnews@aol.com
 For past editions visit www.kennerstar.com

Delivered 
electronically   
each month.

WHAT CAN BE RECYCLED?
– PAPER PRODUCTS –

Office paper
Newspaper, including color inserts

Magazines & catalogs
Junk mail & telephone books

Paperboard boxes, including cereal boxes, freezer food boxes
12 pack soft drink boxes & other food/snack boxes

Other corrugated cardboard

– METAL PRODUCTS –
Aluminum cans, steel & ferrous metal food containers & lids

– PLASTIC PRODUCTS –
Plastic food & beverage containers coded 1 through 7,  

which includes plastic bags, plastic pots from nurseries,  
waxed juice & milk cartons

Essentially everything constructed out of plastic  
should be marked with one of the codes shown below

Submit an anonymous tip  
directly to the Kenner Police  
Department about Criminal / 
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject, 
or Other Types of Suspicious 
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.com

Advertise in the

468-9125
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Must have B Connected Card inserted in slot machine or present card at table game to be eligible. Other restrictions apply. See B Connected Club for details. 

8:00pm - 11:00pm
15 winners will be selected to instantly

win $50 SLOT DOLLARS
At 9:30pm, all qualifiers will select an
envelope worth at least $200 up to

$10,000 SLOT DOLLARS!

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24

Must be 21. Restrictions apply.
Check-in begins at 6:00pm on promotion day. Earn 

entries February 1 - 24.100 points = 1 entry. Receive 
one free entry during promotion. 

7:00pm - 11:00pm
 20 Winners will be selected to
write a blank check for CASH!

Winners will choose 3 envelopes 
containing a number. 

Place those numbers on your
check & WIN that amount!

Progressive
D R A W I N G

$10,000
PROGRESSIVE  PAYDAY

$200
GUARANTEED

ALL YOU 
CAN EAT

IS BACK

Only
$3199

Starting Ash Wednesday, February 14, enjoy
all-you-can-eat crawfish on the Wednesday,
Friday & Saturday Seafood dinner buffet.

Subject to Availability.


