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Levee lifting complete, armoring next step

KENNER APRIL 28, 2018
ELECTION INFORMATION
Carroll and Weathersby in runoff
for Kenner City Council District 1 seat

Gregory W. Carroll

David Weathersby

In the March 24, 2018 election incumbent
Gregory W. Carroll was challenged for the Kenner
City Council District 1 seat by newcomers “Jackie”
Brown-Cockerham and David Weathersby. In last
month’s edition of the Kenner Star, it was inadvertently reported that Councilman Carroll was elected to a third term. In fact, there is a runoff general
election on Saturday, April 28, 2018, in District 1 between Carroll, Democrat, and Weathersby, No Party.

With 1,270 of 6,267 eligible voters going to
the polls, official returns show Carroll received 543
votes at 44 percent and Weathersby got 37 percent
of the vote with 451 votes. Brown-Cockerham received 239 votes at 19 percent. Voter turnout was
20.3 percent.
In 2009, Carroll was elected to finish the unexpired term of Marc Johnson and was reelected
to full terms in 2010 and 2014. Kenner has a twoterm council limit but if a candidate submits a petition with signatures of at least 30 percent of the
district’s registered voters, the candidate can seek
another term. Carroll’s petition was certified by Jefferson Parish Registrar Dennis DiMarco on August
7, 2017.
Carroll, a resident of Kenner for over 50 years,
is a two-term officer with the Jefferson Parish Development Commission (JEDCO) and presently
works as the Orleans Parish Sheriff Office Security
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The Flood Protection Authority-East has completed its work lifting the East Jefferson levee along
the lakefront. They have turned the project over
to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for armoring
which consists of placing geo-textile material over
the dirt in order to keep it in place.
“Armoring is one of the most important lessons learned from Hurricane Katrina. Since 2006,

residents informed during a potential crisis. Staff members continually update the city’s official webpage, Twitter and Facebook pages with pertinent information on
local conditions, including severe weather. The city of
Kenner’s website is www.kenner.la.us. The city’s Twitter
handle is @cityofKenner and Kenner’s Facebook page
is officialcityofkennergovernment.
The Kenner Police Department Mobile App provides updates on Kenner-related significant incidents,
traffic, road conditions and lane closures. Citizens can

we have constructed a hurricane and storm damage risk reduction system that will defend against
100-year storm surge elevations. A 100-year storm
is a storm that has a one percent chance of occurring in any given year,” said Ricky Boyett, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Public Affairs Specialist.
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Construction of massive new airport
terminal is on schedule for 2019 completion
By Allan Katz

Important information resources for the 2018
hurricane season for Kenner residents
It’s that time of year to make preparations for the
start of hurricane season. The Atlantic hurricane season
begins June 1 and extends through November.
Having the right information can assist in making important decisions affecting families and Kenner’s
Emergency Management Department has shared the
following information to keep Kenner residents wellinformed.
The city of Kenner’s Public Information Office
maintains an active presence on social media, keeping

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is in the process of armoring the levees along Lake Pontchartrain

The new 35-gate, $993.7 million Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport terminal
now under construction in Kenner is on schedule
with more than 60 percent of the work complete.
Opening of the ultra-modern terminal is set for
early 2019.
“Our construction team is on schedule,” says
Erin Burns, director of communications for the air-

port. “There are more than 800 workers on site every
day and they are making excellent progress. Work
is underway on the main terminal. The bridge from
the parking garage to the terminal is now in place,
as is the skylight. Escalators are being installed in
the main terminal area. Drywall construction is
underway in Concourse C. Framing is underway in
Concourse B with drywall construction to follow. All
iron work is complete in Concourse A with concrete
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Trees and other improvements added to
Kenner’s dog park
To prepare the park, which opened in October
2017, for its first summer season, a dog washing station
The city of Kenner’s dog park now has 10 new trees
and additional beautification and summer preparation
plans are in the works, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn and
Kenner District 5 Councilwoman Kelly Hand recently
announced.
The trees were donated from Charvet’s Garden
Center. There are a pair of 20-foot cypress trees, two 18foot Japanese Magnolias and six Mary Nell Holly trees.
In addition, a new drainage system has been installed
near the entrance to the park to alleviate some pooling
issues.

has been installed, and there are plans to add pergolas
to provide shade over some of the benches in the near
future.
“More and more people seem to be discovering
the city’s first-ever dog park,” said Councilwoman Hand.
“I’m confident these improvements will be very well received.”
Kenner Mayor Zahn said it’s important that dog
owners don’t have to leave the city to spend some time
in a quality dog park. “We will continue to work on upgrades to this excellent facility,” said Zahn.

Aerial view of new airport terminal construction site
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2018
FREE LIVE MUSIC
EVERY FRIDAY

6:30-9:30 in Kenner’s Heritage Park

May 4 - 90 Degrees West
May 11 - David Batiste &
The Gladiators
May 18 - No Idea
May 25 - Weathered
Fright
Light FOOD OR DRINK
NO
OUTSIDE
Saturday, Oct. 1 only - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 50 minutes

FREE OUTDOOR MOVIES
EVERY SATURDAY

MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY

5
12
19
26

-

COCO
CARS 3
DESPICABLE ME 3
EMOJI MOVIE

468-7231

There are no tricks, but plenty of treats in this “frightfully” entertaining laser light show!
Back by popular demand, Fright Light is a “monster” of a show and promises to thrill
audiences of all ages with a medley of fun Halloween themed tunes and laser animations. Musical selections
include Thriller, Monster Mash, Men in Black, Purple People Eater, and Iron Man among many others.

AND
2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

one world one sky: Big Bird’s

Adventure

Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big Dipper, the
North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to the moon and discover
how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even though friends may live in different
countries, we all share the same sky!

Flying Monsters

Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes
National Geographic Entertainment’s Flying Monsters sets out to uncover the truth about
the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a wingspan of approximately 40 feet and equal
to that of a modern-day jet plane. Flying Monsters features one of the greatest mysteries
in paleontology: how and why did pterosaurs fly? How did creatures the size of giraffes
defy gravity and soar through prehistoric skies?

laseropolis

Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 50 minutes
Experience how music affects your mood in this laser show filled with vibrant forms and stimulating color! With songs
from the 70’s, 80’s, and beyond, Laser Opolis is packed with hit after chart topping hit. Featured artists include Creed,
Nirvana, No Doubt, REM, and many more. Among the selections are Torn, Smells like Teen Spirit, Spiderwebs, and End
of the World.

Dream to Fly

Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes
Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of flying. Tales of mythical dragon flights
thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. Leonardo da
Vinci stoked the dreams of flight with his fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned
to look at nature for the secrets of flight. Open your audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas
about flight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient impulse that has
taken us from the ground to the stars.

LA SALLE’S LANDING LEVEE IN RIVERTOWN
OPEN EVERY
SATURDAY

magic tree house: space mission

FREE PARKING
AND ADMISSION

Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 30 minutes
Based on the beloved Magic Tree House book series, Magic Tree House Space Mission launches the
intrepid Jack and Annie on a funfilled journey to discover the secrets of the Sun, Moon, planets, space
travel and more. Aligned with early elementary information skillslearning objectives, this beautifully
produced show is a winner with Magic Tree House fans of all ages.

Fresh fruits, vegetables, local honey, jams, jellies,
Italian cookies, handcrafted items and more!

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info.
GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS ONLY ★ Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show ★ Children/Seniors, $5 per show ★ Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us
and Counting

es How many planets are there in our solar system?
elve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of
e way, we’ll examine each planet individually and
t is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

show schedule subject to change

from 9AM - 1PM

To become a vendor or for more information call Nancy Ladner, Parks & Recreation 468-7231
www.Facebook.com/RivertownFarmersMarket

KENNER STR  MAY 2018

3

Discover options
for your relief.

64,000 jobs. $6.4 billion in local spending.

1 powerful economic engine.

Trust our expert urology team at Ochsner Medical
Center – Kenner for convenient appointments, quality care
and treatments tailored specifically to you. We offer a variety
of medical, surgical and therapeutic techniques to treat
urological conditions ranging from common to complex.

We specialize in treating the following men's conditions:
• Bladder, kidney, prostate
and testicular cancer

• Male infertility

• Enlarged prostate

• Low testosterone

• Erectile dysfunction

• Peyronie’s disease

• Urinary incontinence
and overactive bladder

• Benign Prostate Hyperplasia
(BPH)
• Vasectomy and vasectomy
reversal

• Kidney stones

• Prostate diseases

We specialize in treating the following women's conditions:
• Overactive bladder

• Urinary tract infections

• Kidney and bladder cancer • Kidney stones
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Visit ochsner.org/appointments or call
504-464-8588 to schedule an
appointment with one of our specialists.

RT

IN

The new Armstrong International.
Where New Orleans takes flight.
Arriving 2019.

A

• Neurogenic bladder

RP

200 W. Esplanade Ave ❘ Kenner, LA 70065

www.flymsy.com

@NO_AIRPORT

@MSYAirport
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OPENING SEPTEMBER 1

5590 Canal Blvd.
5590 Canal Blvd., New Orleans, LA 70124

New Orleans, LA 70124

join the email list:
lovittlife.com
& Instagram (put icons instead of
join the emailFacebook
list:
naming them): @purefitnessandyoga
lovittlife.com
purefitnessnola

@purefitnessandyoga

nce & patience.

patience.

purefitnessyoga@gmail.com
purefi
tnessyoga@gmail.com

mattlovitt
purefitnessnola

@trainerlovitt
mattlovitt

www.purefitnessandyoga.com
www.purefitnessandyoga.com

YOGA. HIIT. FITNESS.

Classes:

@trainerlovitt
trainerlovitt

Pre-Opening Special
10 classes for $100 or 4 months unlimited for
trainerlovitt
$400
Offer valid through September 30.

•Early Morning
•Evening

New Member Special: Attend all the classes you
want for a 10 day period $40
No sign up fee!
Sign up using the MindBody app.

Where people get stronger, lives
get longer & dreams come true.

NO SIGN UP FEE!
Sign up using the MindBody app.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR THE MINDBODY APP FOR SCHEDULE AND PRICING.
MATT LOVITT
Personal Trainer
> One-on-one personal training in a PRIVATE facility.
> Comprehensive one-on-one evaluation including movement screening,
diet, and lifestyle analysis. You will leave with a comprehensive customized
program designed to ﬁt your goals.
> Early morning & after work appointments available
701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105 | Metairie LA 70005 | 504.615.8164 | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

See website for bio, classes & more info

Lovittlife.com
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Kenner voters give Mayor Zahn a rousing ovation
By Allan Katz
In the March 24
election, Kenner’s voters let Mayor Ben Zahn
know that they fully approve of the way he conducted himself during the first
year of his tenure as the city’s chief executive.
Of course, Mayor Zahn was serving out the unexpired term of his predecessor. His overwhelming
victory with 80 percent of the vote in the March 24
election for a four-year term was a conclusive approval
by the voters of the way his administration performed
this past year. It was also, in my opinion, a mandate for
the mayor to proceed with his agenda.
Almost 30 years have passed since I became editor of the Kenner Star. In that time, I’ve had a chance
to watch six elected Kenner mayors up close, including Mayor Zahn. Like the Kenner voters who cast their
ballots for Mayor Zahn, I am very optimistic about his
administration and the future of the city of Kenner.
I believe that some of Mayor Zahn’s predecessors
did an outstanding job for the city. Others not so much.
Among the reasons for my optimism are the positive
qualities that Mayor Zahn brings to the job. He has
a great work ethic. Zahn is one of those people who
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loves to work. He routinely puts in long hour days. I
think he is also a visionary who has a clear idea about
the direction he thinks Kenner needs to go and I am
especially impressed by his ability to come up with innovative ideas to deal with problems.
Not least among his positive qualities is his
ability to recognize talent and surround himself with
outstanding people. In a big job like being mayor of
Kenner, no one can do it all himself. It takes a team
filled with individuals who can take an assignment
and see it through to a successful conclusion. Zahn’s
inner circle of Deborah Foshee, chief administrative
officer, and Kriss Fortunato, deputy chief administrative officer, is first-class. These are strong, aggressive
and outspoken people who have integrity. In particular,
I have known Fortunato since her days as a reporter
and TV news anchor. The city of Kenner is fortunate to
have her in an executive position.
While I’m optimistic about Kenner’s future, I
think there are some problems facing the city that
aren’t going to go away or be easily solved, but I think
Mayor Zahn is the man for the job.
Among the things that could further prosper and
grow the city would be an improvement in its position in the retail market. Like most Louisiana cities,

Kenner is mostly dependent on sales tax revenues and
the competition for retail sales has never been tougher.
Plus, retail store shopping has greatly decreased due
to the easy accessibility of online shopping and it’s a
fact that most cities in the country are seeing retail
stores close in greater numbers than ever before. The
Esplanade mall, once one of the premiere retail outlets in the region, has been a disappointment since
Hurricane Katrina. The new owner has made some
strides but is still losing stores. Could The Esplanade
be outmoded as a shopping mall? The Pavilion Shopping Center is largely vacant and has been an eyesore.
These two are really big problems for the city and it is
a difficult situation, but the fact is there are limits as
to how much government can enforce on private business owners. Taking it as far as he can, Mayor Zahn has
been in ongoing discussions with both entities to urge
them to make positive changes, has done everything
legally possible to get action and is the first to at least
get some kind of response. Mayor Zahn has said he will
continue to contact both mall officials until changes
are made. I know that Mayor Zahn and his team have
spent a lot of time trying to analyze these situations
and other questions related to the need for increased
retail sales and getting tenants in shopping centers.

It was just around 30 years ago that the idea of
creating Laketown became a reality. Kenner had long
underutilized its proximity to Lake Pontchartrain.
Treasure Chest was a welcome addition but there was
potential for the development of Laketown as a center
for hotels, condominiums, restaurants, stores or more
recreational facilities. If the right developer could be
found, Laketown could be transformed into a catalyst
for investment and job creation.
Well, so far, the right developer for Laketown has
yet to be found, but now, the ball is in Mayor Zahn’s
court. He says he is determined and it is a priority
of his to find the right developer who has the vision,
the finances and the know-how to turn the Laketown
dream into reality. If that’s the case, it might very well
transform the Kenner economy as the Louisiana Superdome transformed downtown New Orleans.
As I said, I’m very optimistic about the Zahn administration. I think the future of Kenner is in good
hands with Ben Zahn. He is the right man for the right
time for the city of Kenner. I think he will succeed and
I believe future history books will say that he was one
of Kenner’s greatest mayors ever.
Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.

Political

Louisiana is a state on the edge
By Jeff Crouere penalties, but, with very flawed reasoning, decided
Why are the
people of Louisiana
so stressed? It makes
no sense in a state
that has Mardi Gras
and festivals every weekend. The people of Louisiana enjoy their families, their culture, a sportsman’s
paradise of hunting and fishing and the best food in
the world. Nonetheless, according to a new Wallet
Hub survey, Louisiana citizens are the most stressed
in the nation.
The study indicated that Louisiana has a sparse
number of psychologists, high housing costs and poverty levels, as well as poor job security and credit
scores. People in the state get divorced at high rates,
don’t get enough sleep, work long hours and are in
relatively poor health. While all of those causes are
important, there is another factor that is clearly the
most important one causing stress for the citizens of
Louisiana – high crime.
The Wallet Hub survey noted that Louisiana
has the fourth highest crime rate per capita in the
nation. It is even worse in the area of violent crime
as New Orleans has often been listed as the murder
capital of the nation.
Without public safety, there is a feeling of constant stress. With crime so prevalent, people are not
safe on the streets, at home or at the workplace. In
New Orleans, restaurants are robbed, drivers are regularly car jacked, and murder, armed robbery, rape
and other violent crimes frequently occur throughout the city.
For example, on Easter Sunday, there were six
shootings in the city of New Orleans, with seven injured and one killed. This carnage is typical of the
weekends in New Orleans, but, sadly, it is also commonplace in Baton Rouge, Shreveport and other areas of the state.
In response to this crime, in 2017, the Louisiana Legislature did not act by increasing criminal

to lower the incarceration rate. A series of bills was
passed that led to 1,900 prisoners being released on
to the streets of Louisiana in November of last year.
There was very little rehabilitation offered or job
training for these prisoners, just a mass release from
incarceration. Not surprisingly, soon thereafter, 76 of
these hardened criminals were arrested again, some
for serious crimes such as armed robbery. A better
strategy to reduce stress in Louisiana would be to
keep prisoners behind bars and create safe streets.
Another way for stressed citizens to deal with
the crime issue is to defend themselves, their families and their property by purchasing firearms and
becoming trained on how to properly use them.
Incredibly, the chairperson of the Louisiana Democratic Party, state Senator Karen Carter Peterson
(D-New Orleans) recently tweeted that she supports
the position of leftist former Supreme Court Justice
John Paul Stevens and wants to repeal the Second
Amendment. This position is opposed by the vast majority of Louisiana residents who strongly believe in
the right to bear arms.
Carter Peterson’s position is also dangerous for
residents of high crime areas such as New Orleans
and Baton Rouge where there are not enough police
officers and too many criminals preying on innocent
people. Louisiana residents need the extra protection of defensive firearms to protect themselves
since police are not able to provide adequate presence and the response times are slow.
There is also a revolving door criminal justice
system. Unfortunately, liberals on the bench, like
Baton Rouge Judge Trudy White, are notorious for
reducing bail for hardened criminals. In November of 2017, White reduced the bail from $88,000
to $9,000 for a career criminal, Albert Franklin, Jr.,
who used his freedom to kill firefighter and reserve
police officer Christopher Lawton in a Walmart parking lot. Such incompetent judges and rampant crime
increase the stress level of law abiding citizens.
Making matters even more stressful in Loui-

siana are the usual practices of political corruption,
wasteful spending and a lack of focus on priorities.
Regular hurricanes cause stress in Louisiana, but it
is made worse since the issue of coastal erosion has
not be adequately addressed by our political leaders.
In Louisiana, even rainstorms can cause
stress. In below sea level New Orleans, Mayor Mitch
Landrieu was too focused on his selfish personal
political agenda and spent considerable time and
money removing Confederate monuments, instead
of being concerned with more critical issues. His
lack of oversight of the New Orleans Sewerage and
Water Board was a major factor in the serious drainage problems that were discovered in that agency.
As a result, a minor rain storm last August
caused massive flooding throughout the city. Needless to say, that was a very stressful event for the people of New Orleans and it was made worse because
the mayor was not in the city during the flooding. For
two days, he refused to leave an Aspen Institute conference even while the people of New Orleans were
dealing with a catastrophe caused by his incompetent management of the city’s sewerage and water
board.
No wonder some people in Louisiana have
stress as poor political leadership leads to adverse
consequences. The moral of this sad story is that
elections have consequences and the wrong choices
can lead to plenty of problems, including plenty of
stress.
Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his
award winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs locally
at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on
PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m.
until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM
and www.Wgso.com. Crouere, a political columnist, is the
author of “America’s Last Chance” and provides regular
commentaries on the Jeff Crouere YouTube channel and
on www.JeffCrouere.com. For more information, email
Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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Government

City of Kenner offers plentiful family events in May
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor
This May we
have a number of exciting events going on
in Kenner.
Each weekend,
we present a free concert and free movie in Heritage
Park in Rivertown. On Fridays, Music in the Park features a popular local band performing from 6:30 p.m.
to 9:30 p.m. Then on Saturday nights, we have chosen
some great movies to show on our 25-foot outdoor
screen.

We invite everyone to bring in blankets and lawn
chairs for both the concert and the movie. We would
appreciate everyone supporting our vendors selling
food, drinks and crafts.
The fun begins on the weekend of May 4 and May
5 with a concert from 90 Degrees West on Friday night,
followed by the popular movie “Coco” on Saturday
night.
This is the lineup for the rest of the month:
May 11 – David Batiste & The Gladiators
May 12 - “Cars 3”

like us
on faceook
Facebook.com/KennerBusinessAssociation

Join us for two great events this month!

May Luncheon

May 15th * 11:30 - 1:00pm
Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Blvd.
$30/members $35/guests when you
register by May 11th
Networking Information
Contact Teresa Liuzza: 450-3253

Networking Night

May 24th * 5:30 - 7:30pm
Outdoor pool/patio area
Chateau Golf & Country Club
3600 Chateau Blvd.

As always, our networking events
are free and open to everyone
Luncheon Information
Conact Judy La Bella:416-7637

May 18 – No Idea
May 19 – “Despicable Me 3”
May 25 – Weathered
May 26 – “Emoji Movie”
Also on May 5, we are holding the inaugural Kenner Cinco de Mayo Fest, a free daylong festival with
bands, live dance performances, crafts and activities
for the entire family. The fest will be held in Laketown
from 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
La Tran K band will perform from 4:00 p.m. to
5:00 p.m., followed by Jennie & The Jets from 5:30 p.m.
to 6:45 p.m. and August Rush from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00
p.m. In addition, food and drinks will be available for
sale.
On May 24, I invite everyone to attend our an-

nual Memorial Day celebration at Veterans Park,
located behind the City Hall complex at 1801 Williams Boulevard.
Our featured speaker is U.S. Navy Commander
Anthony D. Roy, a fighter pilot with 49 combat missions. He has served as the US Navy F-5 program manager and most recently as Operations Officer at the
Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base in New Orleans.
The program will include patriotic music performed by the American Legion Post 175 Band.
Special events like our Memorial Day tribute to
those who made the ultimate sacrifice for our country,
the new Cinco de Mayo Fest and the family-friendly
concerts and movies during the month, are just some
of the reasons for all of us to feel “Kenner Proud.”
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Kenner City Council meeting dates
The Kenner City Council meets in the council
chamber at Kenner City Hall on the first and third
Thursday of each month at 5:00 p.m. Should a council meeting fall on a legal holiday, the meeting will be
re-scheduled by the council president in accordance

with the Home Rule Charter, council rules and the
consent of the majority of the Kenner City Council.
The agenda for the council meetings are prepared
by the Kenner Council Clerk at noon on the Monday
prior to each council meeting.

City of Kenner Council Meeting Dates 2018 (Subject to Change)
5/3/2018
5/17/2018
6/7/2018
6/21/2018

7/12/2018
7/26/2018
8/9/2018
8/23/2018

9/6/2018
9/20/2018
10/4/2018
10/18/2018

11/1/2018
11/15/2018
12/6/2018
12/20/2018

Learn more and RSVP at www.kennerbusinessassociation.com

MEMORIAL DAY
CELEBRATION
10:00 a.m. Thursday, May 24, 2018
1801 Williams Boulevard
Behind City Hall complex
FEATURED SPEAKER
U.S. Navy Commander Anthony D. Roy
Fighter pilot with 49 combat missions
Operations Officer at the Naval Air Station
Joint Reserve Base in New Orleans

PATRIOTIC MUSIC
from the American Legion
Post 175 Band

FREE
EVENT!
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Police
Buckle up for 2018 National “Click It or Ticket”
As the unofficial
start of summer, the
Memorial Day holiday
weekend is a busy
time for Americans.
Each year, the highways fill with families in vehicles
on their way to start their summer vacations. To help
keep drivers and passengers stay safe, the Kenner
Police Department is reminding motorists to “Click
It or Ticket.” Aimed at enforcing seat belt use to
help keep families safe, the national seat belt campaign will take place May 21 through June 3, 2018,
concurrent with the busy travel season.
Buckling up is such a simple task that can keep
you and your family safe in the car. But it’s more than
that. Buckling up is the law. Our law enforcement
personnel see the consequences of not buckling

up. We see the loss of life. Often, it could have been
prevented with the simple click of a seat belt. This
should be automatic. As the Memorial Day weekend approaches and the summer vacation season
ramps up, we want to keep our community members
safe and make sure people are doing the one thing
that can save them in a crash – buckling up. If the
enforcement crackdown wakes people up to the
dangers of unrestrained driving, we’ll consider it
a success.
According to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, nearly half (48 percent) of
the passenger vehicle occupants killed in crashes in
2016 were unrestrained. At night from 6:00 p.m. to
5:59 a.m., that number soared to 56 percent of those
killed. That’s why one focus of the “Click It or Ticket”
campaign is nighttime enforcement. Participating

Business
Time to re-new entry placards for upcoming
hurricane season
Hurricane season starts June 1 and ends November 30, 2018. Kenner officials work very closely
with state and Jefferson Parish authorities to ensure
a safe and efficient evacuation of the city in the event
it becomes necessary. A priority is to ensure that
businesses can return to Kenner and resume operation as soon as possible following an evacuation. Anyone who owns or operates a business in Kenner or
Jefferson Parish, is strongly encouraged to register
with the parish for re-entry placards.
Kenner businesses should annually review
their re-entry placards to ensure they have sufficient
numbers of placards so their staff can return to Ken-

ner or the parish as quickly as possible following an
evacuation.
Business owners should check placards annually for expiration dates. If a business determines
their assigned previously issued placards have expired or revisions are needed, an authorized representative of the business can log on to the Jefferson
Parish Re-Entry Placard Program at www.jumpstartjefferson.com to receive information on how to
renew or sign up.
For more information on placards contact the
Jefferson Parish Emergency Management Department at 349-5360.

Submit an anonymous tip
directly to the Kenner Police
Department about Criminal /
Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject,
or Other Types of Suspicious
incidents in your Community

Go to www.kennerpd.com
Download the Kenner Police Department’s Mobile
App, which is a FREE download for Apple or
Android available through your devise app store
by searching for the Kenner Police Department.
Crime tips can also be submitted through the
Mobile App. Kenner Police Department website:

http://www.kennerpd.com

law enforcement agencies will be taking a no-excuses
approach to seat belt law enforcement, writing citations day and night.
Almost twice as many males were killed in
crashes as compared to females, with lower belt
use rates, too. Of the males killed in crashes in
2016, more than half (52 percent) were unrestrained. For females killed in crashes, 40 percent
were not buckled up.
“If you know a friend or a family member who
does not buckle up when they drive, please ask them
to consider changing their habits,” stated Chief Glaser. “Help us spread this life-saving message before

one more friend or family member is killed as a result
of this senseless inaction. Seat belts save lives and everyone – front seat and back, child and adult – needs
to remember to buckle up – every trip, every time.”
For more information on the “Click It or Ticket”
campaign, please visit www.nhtsa.gov/ciot.
Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police
Department website at www.kennerpd.com. You can
also download the free Kenner Police Department mobile app for both Apple and Android devices as well
as access the Kenner Police Department Facebook
and Twitter pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and other law enforcement-related information.
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By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief
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Family owned and operated since 1975

www.parranspoboys.com
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Dine In or
Take Out
305-6422
2321 West Esplanade
between
Power & Williams
M-Th 11-7:30
Fri 11-8:30
Sat 11-8
2/27/16 9:30 AM


Government 
Inspectors uncover 49 violations during code sweep

Republican

(Vote for ONE)
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Family owned and operated since 1975

Dine In or Take Out • 305-6422
www.parranspoboys.com
2321 West Esplanade between Power & Williams
M-Th 11-7:30 Fri 11-8:30 Sat 11-8

Kenner Inspection and Code Enforcement Department inspectors
Kenner’s code laws. Violators can face both fines and court costs. Even
Republican
discovered a total of 49 code violations during a sweep of the 4300 block
for those property owners coming into compliance, they are placed on
of Loire Street and the 600 to 800 blocks of Vouray Drive.
probation, and if there is a repeat violation, they can be recharged under
Inspectors found two abandoned vehicles, 13 building premises
the original violation.
maintenance required, three soffit or fascia issues,
three
fences
repair
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said residents are helping to make a difCity of Kenner
needed, six garbage can offenses, one illegal discharge, eight cases of
ference by reporting problem areas in their neighborhoods. Based on
litter or debris, four unsafe electrical conditions, three unsafe plumbing
(Vote for ONE) those complaints, the code sweeps are then scheduled wherever there’s
conditions, on unsafe mechanical condition, one window/door/screen is- a need throughout the city.
sue, three vermin or rodent proofing needed and one case of dirt needing
“If you are a property owner and you’re not taking care of your obto be spread.
ligations,” Zahn said, “it’s only a matter of time before Kenner’s Code
City
ofofKenner
“Al”
Morella
14 led by Rick Walther, will find you.”
Property owners are identified duringAlbert
the
course
the sweeps,
Enforcement Department,
later summoned to court and ordered to come into complianceIndependent
with

(Vote for ONE)

Code sweep identifies
46 violations
Dona R. Reynaud

15
14

Albert “Al” Morella

Parrans_Gravy Bath_0216.indd 1

There were 46 violations found by Kenner Inspection and Code
even for those property owners coming into compliance, they are placed
Republican
Independent
1/24/16 9:34 AMEnforcement Department during a commercial sweep conducted in the
on probation, and if there is a repeat violation, they can be recharged
1400 to 1500 blocks of 29th, Danville and Hickman streets, officials an- under the original offense.
nounced on April 2, 2018.
Kenner District 1 Councilman Gregory Carroll, who represents the
The violations included 35 abandoned vehicles, three cases of high
area where the sweep was conducted, said the sweeps are proof that the
“Ben”
R.oneReynaud
15
grass, one unsafe electrical condition, one fenceDona
needing repair,
ad- Zahn
city takes complaints16
seriously.
Republican
dress needed, four cases of litter or debris and one occupational license
“Please continue to call us if you have code issues in your neighborneeded.
hood,” Carroll said. “And we promise to continue our code sweeps.”
The
sweep
was
scheduled
as
a
result
of
complaints
about
vehicles
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn congratulated Kenner’s Inspection and
See why State Farm insures more
parked
on
the
street
and
in
grassy
areas
that
were
in
poor
condition.
Code
Enforcement Director Rick Walther and his department for their
drivers than GEICO and Progressive
Property
owners
are
identified
during
the
course
of
the
sweeps,
hard
work
Kenner a safer and more beautiful city. “I can promcombined. Great service, plus
“Ben” Zahn in making16
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
later summoned to court and ordered to come into compliance with
ise
you
that
these
code
sweeps – targeting both commercial and residenRepublican
Like a good neighbor,
Kenner’s code laws. Violators can face both fines and court costs, and
tial areas that are not properly cared for – will continue,” said Zahn.

Talk to your
neighbors, then
talk to me.

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA 70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com






®

Councilman at Large



State Farm is there.
CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
®

Division A, City of Kenner

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL


Kenner Code Department
160 violations
Councilmanfines
at Large

(Vote
for ONE)
Members of Kenner’s Inspection and
Code Enforcement
DepartIn the sweep on Piedmont, Dawson, Illinois and Idaho, inspectors
ment uncovered 160 violations during recent code sweeps in April of
found the violations of 25 abandoned vehicles, six addresses required,
commercial and residential areas in the city.
one building permit required, 11 building maintenance required, four
Division
A,
City
of
Kenner
One sweep focused on commercial
areas
in
the
2800
block
of
soffit or fascia issues,17
eight fences needing repair, two garbage can violaMaria Defrancesch
Piedmont Street, along with residential areas of the 2600 block of Dawtions,
eight
cases
of
high
grass, one illegal discharge, 23 litter or debris
Republican
son Street, 2500 block of Illinois Avenue and
the
2400
to
2500
blocks
of
issues,
three
cases
of
illegal
parking on grass, two cases of stagnant water,
(Vote for ONE)
Idaho Avenue. A second sweep was in the 400 block of Alliance, follow- two repairs or demolitions required, eight unsafe electrical conditions,
ing a recent fire, as well as the 900 to 1200 blocks of Compromise Street. three window or door issues and three rodent proofing needed.



OFFICIAL ELECTION DAY BALLOT
APRIL 28, 2018 – JEFFERSON PARISH

Kristi
McKinney
Maria
Defrancesch

18
17

Kristi McKinney

18

Republican


Councilman
Republican
Wds./Dists./Pcts. K013B, K021-K024, K026, K031, K033, Part of K014, K015

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

SABELLA’S
PLUMBING

Councilman
(Vote for ONE)

District
1, City of Kenner
“Jackie”
Brown-Cockerham
Democrat


19

(Vote for ONE)

SMALL JOBS

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•

Residential Repairs
Servicing Metairie & Kenner

875-2888
Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

District 1, City of Kenner

W. Carroll
“Jackie”Gregory
Brown-Cockerham
Democrat

20
19

David Weathersby
Gregory
W. Carroll

21
20

David Weathersby

21

No Party
Democrat

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

No Party
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Entertainment

NEW LISTING! $275K

Free “Music in the Park” concert series
returns in May
For the twelfth spring,
the popular live “Music in the
Park” concert series returns to
Kenner’s Rivertown, starting May
4, 2018. Rivertown will come alive on
four Friday nights as popular local cover
bands perform on the back porch of the Kenner
Produce Company shed of Heritage Park, located in
the 300 block of Williams Boulevard.
In addition to the free concerts, held from 6:30
to 9:30 p.m., booths will be manned by local food, refreshment and craft vendors. Guests are encouraged
to bring lawn chairs for seating. No outside food or
drink will be permitted.

3613 N WOODLAWN Ave.
Metairie • $299,000

SELA
4529 AVRON Boulevard
Metairie

Lost Your CooL?

SALE PENDING

4604 Elmwood
Parkway, Metairie

Danielle Korndorffer

On opening night of Music in the Park the band
90 Degrees West will kick off the series. David Batiste and the Gladiators will be performing on May
11. May 18 brings in No Idea to play and the band,
Weathered, will round out the series on May 25.
For more information call 468-7231.

3805 HOUMA Blvd.
#100 A

SOLD

®

$359,000

REALTOR

1 Brdm/1 Bath
in Metairie
$95,000

Residential • Commercial
3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001
Cell 504.250.1610
Office 504.883.5252
Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com

Family-oriented “Movies in the Park” in
Rivertown every Saturday in May

SOLD
4416 Rue Place Pontchartrain
Kenner • $649,900

Lost Your CooL?

Automatic
T

Let us help you and your car cool off!
as well.
The movies being shown are “Coco” on May 5,
“Cars 3” on May 12, “Despicable Me 3” on May 19 and
“Emoji Movie” on May 26.

For more information call 468-7231 or visit 
www.kenner.la.us.



“The man who stops
advertising to save
money is like
the man who
stops the clock
to save time.”


—Thomas Jefferson




Advertise in the
KENNER STHR • 468-9125
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Over 30 years of honest customer service
Professional technicians
Family owned and operated since 1976

SERVICES

Transmission, A/C Service, Electronics,
Brake Systems, Tune-Ups,
Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End

!
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Automatic
Transmission, Inc. Dennis Automotive
2220 Airline Drive, Kenner • 466-1381
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The city of Kenner’s General Services
Department will sponsor a free community event, “Movies in the Park,” in
Heritage Park in Rivertown. Each Saturday in May at 8:00 p.m.,“Movies in
the Park” will be open to the public and
will feature full-length family-oriented movie
features shown on a 25-foot outdoor movie screen
in high-definition. Moviegoers are encouraged to
bring chairs or blankets to enjoy the event which
will be reminiscent of an old-time drive-in movie
theater, weather permitting. Concessions will be
sold, but in order to keep the movies free, no outside
food or drink will be allowed. Pets are not allowed,

9



Let us
you
andtoyour
cool off!
Wehelp
are not
trying
be thecar
Quickest!
We are not trying
be the
Cheapest!
Over to
30 years
of honest
customer service
Professional technicians
We are tryingFamily
to beowned
theand
BEST!!!!
operated since 1976
SERVICES SERVICES

Transmission,
A/CSystems,
Service, Electronics,
Transmission, A/C Service, Electronics,
Brake
Tune-Ups,
Major & Minor Mechanical
Front End
Brake&Systems,
Tune-Ups,
Clark W. Dennis, Noreen D. Fonte,
Major & Minor Mechanical & Front End




Mark J. Fonte, Keith C. Dennis

AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION • DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE



Automatic Transmission,
Inc. Dennis Automotive
504-466-1381
• www.dennisauto1.com
2220
Airline
Drive,
Kenner
• 466-1381
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner
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Assurance Care Provider LLC
Mr. Ron Tassin, CEO

OUTPATIENT SERVICES

Mental Health & Substance Abuse Services
Located in the Kenner Rivertown Community

➢ Over 15 Years of Services
❖ CARF ACCREDITATED
❖ Certified by the Office

of Behavioral Health
OUTPATIENT MENTAL HEALTH
SUBSTANCE ABUSE | REHABILITATION
Counseling and Therapy ❖ Crisis Management
Medication Management
❖ WE WELCOME CHILDREN,
ADOLESCENTS AND ADULTS
❖ MEDICAID AND PRIVATE PAY
ACCEPTED AT THIS TIME
❖ WE NOW ACCEPT COMMERCIAL
INSURANCE COMPANIES AND MEDICARE

ASSURANCE CARE PROVIDER NOW HIRING:

Hiring LCSWs • Bilingual Staff • Please email resume or call the office.
Hours: 9am - 5pm Monday - Friday
2145 Rev. Richard Wilson Dr. (formerly Jefferson Hwy.)

472-0068 • acpmhr@yahoo.com

Health
Abdominal hernias: What you
should know
By Jarret Brashear, M.D.
Hernias are
named based on their
location and history of previous surgery. An abdominal
hernia can develop in an area of the abdominal wall
that is weak or ruptured. When this occurs, the tissues
(and possibly organs) that are normally held in place by
the abdominal wall now protrude or bulge though the
weakened region.
What are the symptoms of abdominal hernias?
Symptoms of abdominal hernias vary. Usually, a
bulge is noticed somewhere on the trunk of the body. This
bulge may have associated pain or a pulling sensation, especially with exertion.
Abdominal wall hernias can protrude outward
and form a sac. Tissues and organs can become trapped
in this sac, becoming very painful and dangerous if the
organ (usually intestine) or tissue cannot return inside
the abdominal cavity.
Signs and symptoms that should prompt expeditious
evaluation by a medical provider include pain or redness
at the hernia bulge, nausea, vomiting, fever, chills, constipation, abdominal distention or bloating. In general, all
hernias should be evaluated by a surgeon. The decision for
surgery and type of surgery will be determined on a caseby-case basis.
Risk factors for developing a hernia include smoking,
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), obesity,
pregnancy, peritoneal dialysis and previous surgery. These
same risk factors also increase the possibility of hernia
recurrence.

How are abdominal hernias treated?
Hernias are usually diagnosed on physical exam
by a doctor, nurse or physician assistant. During this
exam, the patient will likely be instructed to cough or
bear down while the medical provider presses on the
area being examined.
Hernias are generally repaired using “open” or “laparoscopic” surgery. With open surgery, an incision is made
near the hernia where the tissue is either returned to or
removed from the abdominal cavity, depending on how
healthy it is. After return or removal, the tissues of the
abdominal wall are sewn back together, in many cases
with a mesh patch that reinforces the repair and helps to
decrease the chance or reoccurrence.
In laparoscopic surgery, the surgeon makes several
small incisions. Long instruments and a camera are inserted through these incisions and the surgery is performed
while watching the images on a TV monitor. A mesh patch
can also be placed with this type of surgery.
Dr. Jarret Brashear joined Ochsner Medical CenterKenner’s team as a general surgeon in September 2017. A
native of North Louisiana, Dr. Brashear got his undergraduate degree at Louisiana Tech University, went to medical
school at the LSU School of Medicine in New Orleans and
completed his general surgery residency at LSU Health Sciences Center in New Orleans. Dr. Brashear’s services and
specialties include surgery, wound care services, breast cancer, skin cancer and thyroid cancer. To schedule an appointment, please call 464-8588.
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Business
Kenner has been wonderful to salon owner
Pamela Georgy
By Allan Katz
Pamela Georgy will tell you that the best decision of her life was her decision 33 years ago to open
her first salon in the city of Kenner.
Pam, who had grown up in New Orleans’ Irish
Channel, was a rising star in the beauty business
and was in a position to start her own salon, but
where? She had lots of options. Pam chose Kenner.
In 1986 she opened Georgy’s Hair Studio at 3535
Chateau Boulevard with four stylists in 600 square
feet of space. “I think God’s hand-guided me to Kenner,” she says today. “From day one, Kenner opened
its doors to me and soon after, Kenner opened its
heart to me. I have been embraced for 33 years. I
know that I was truly blessed to be a part of this
wonderful community.”
Georgy’s became a full-service salon and spa
and an Aveda Concept Salon offering hair cutting,
hair styling, hair color, makeup application, manicures, facials, waxing, massaging and bridal party
makeup and hair.
In addition to her business, Pam and her
husband, Oscar, live in Kenner, as does her grown
son – a long-time Kenner police officer – and
her daughter-in-law, along with two
grandsons.
Pam and her siblings
were raised by a single mom.
For a time, they lived in
the St. Thomas Housing Project. When Pam
needed dental work, she
took a bus and a streetcar
(seven cents and a transfer) to the free Loyola University Dental Clinic. “I never
for a minute felt sorry for myself,”
she says. “I was a ball of fire, full of enthusiasm. I had lots of wonderful friends, many
of whom are still friends today. I knew that once I
got started, I would have a great life.”
When things got a little better, Pam’s mom
moved the family to Metairie. Pam attended Riverdale High School and then went to work full-time.
Pam learned the beauty business from John Jay
who had a cosmetology school in Lakeview in New
Orleans. She became a John Jay protégé and soon
he introduced her to his friends at Aveda, a national
beauty supplies company.
Pam’s business was booming when Hurricane
Katrina came calling in 2005. She told her stylists to
evacuate and she and her family went to the Monroe
area. But she couldn’t stay away and as soon as the
storm lifted, Pam returned. Fortunately, her business was dry and had electricity. Following evacuation, Georgy’s was the first business on record in
Kenner to open after Katrina. She allowed clients
who had lost their homes to move in, use the bathrooms, washer, dryer and landline phone. Pam went
to Kenner Police Headquarters where she volunteered to cut the hair of police officers, Red Cross
workers, National Guardsmen and other volunteers.
“They set up eight chairs for me and they were full
all the time,” she recalls. “It wasn’t just about the
haircuts. These were people working 20-hour days,
living in wet clothing, eating on the run when there
was something to eat, separated from their families.
They needed someone to tell them how great they
were. They needed and were due lots of love and my
heart was filled with love for them.”

11

WOODLAKE PLAYGROUND
3 & 4 year old Tee Ball League
ALL CHILDREN ARE WELCOME!

Woodlake Playground
will be hosting a tee ball
league for all 3 & 4 year old
boys and girls
in the month of June.

Pamela Georgy
Following Katrina, after outgrowing the second
location and a name change to Georgy’s Salon Spa,
the business moved to its current site at 701 West
Esplanade Avenue with 1,900 square
feet, 11 stations and offering spa
services, continuing to be an
Aveda Salon. More than
600 clients find their way
to Georgy’s each month,
many of them long-time
clients who have been
coming to see Pam for
beauty services for 20 to
30 years. “We were like a
sisterhood,” says Pam. “In
good times we loved to laugh
together. In sad times, we cried
together and held onto one another.”
Pam looks back on Katrina and prays her
grandsons will never have to go through anything as
traumatic as that storm. “It was the worst of times
but it was also the best of times because so many
people stepped up,” she says.
Pam and her staff participated in fashion
shows for St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School, Chateau
Estates Garden Club and the Newcomers Club of
New Orleans. She donated haircuts for St. Elizabeth,
Saint Edward the Confessor and many others. “The
community has given me a lot of love and I loved to
give back,” she says.
Looking back on her total of 43 years in the salon business, Pam says, “I know how lucky I’ve been.
I came to Kenner with very little but a desire to be
a part of something larger than myself. I’ve realized
my wish many times over. It’s been a great 33 years
but it is now time for me to retire. Georgy’s will be in
wonderful hands with the new owner, David Richerson. David and his team will continue to be a salon
team and stay current and fashion forward to be the
best salon in Kenner.”
Richerson had previously been a stylist on
Pam’s staff for over 14 years. Richerson and his business partner, John Zeringue, took over the salon on
April 18, 2018. Richerson is also the owner of Salon
Versailles, an exclusive Aveda salon located in Covington.
Georgy’s Salon Spa’s phone number is 465-9590
and their website is www.georgyssalonspa.com.

When:
Games will start the week of June 5 and
will end the week of June 19th
(Rain makeup days will be June 26 & 28)
Registration:
Woodlake Playground
from 6PM to 8:30PM Monday through Friday
Last day to register is Friday, May 25th
131 W. Esplanade Ave. in Kenner
Cost:
$40 per child
All children will receive:
Woodlake t-shirt • End of league pizza party • Trophy
For more info call Woodlake at 468-7281 or 461-9472.

2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)

469-3503 • www.theicehousekenner.com

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm | Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm | Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

CAJUNLAND

6.99

20 Pack
Long Neck Bottles

bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

18

99

.

24 PACK 12 OZ.

SUITCASE
Bud
Coors Lite
Bud Lite
Miller Lite

99
20.

TOP OFF YOUR TANK

PROPANE

SOLD BY THE GALLON

We’re your BOILING
headquarters!

MOTHERS DAY IS MAY 13TH
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Finance

Anytime.
Anywhere.
Any
device.

Make sure you choose the right
financial professional
By Christina Sulli Wilson

Manage your finances with Gulf Coast Bank’s
convenient and secure Digital Banking.

High tech, local touch.
n Use MY MONEY, our superior personal financial management tool
n See transactions from other banking accounts, retirement accounts and
credit cards

n Budget and analyze your spending, making managing your money easy
n Pay bills*
n Deposit checks from your phone*
n Send money to individuals effortlessly*

Visit a Gulf Coast Bank branch today
to open your personal checking account.

SLEEP CENTER of NEW ORLEANS
Treating adults and children
“SCONO
hasand
one
focus:
can
sleepcheck
better
at night.
Healthy
sleepfor
leads
to a
* Message
data
ratesHow
mayyou
apply.
Please
with
your service
provider
specific
healthy
want
to improve
your
productivity
at work
or school
and enhance
fees life.
and We
service
charges.
Certain
qualifications
apply
for mobile
deposits.
To pay billsyour
mood and concentration, by implementing evidence based sleep medicine.”
you must
enroll for BillCheema,
Payment services
- Mohammad
M.D. using our mobile banking app or digital banking.

See banker Ask
for details.
a Banker

to learn more | GULFBANK.COM | 800.223.2060
800.223.2060| GULFBANK.COM |

4232 Williams Blvd. Suite #108 * Kenner
405-5582
GCB_MyMoney_KennerStarad8322.indd 1

4/17/18 9:49 AM

Sleep Center of New Orleans
Treating adults and children
SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep
better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a healthy
life. We want to improve your productivity
at work or school, enhance your mood and
concentration, by implementing evidence-based
sleep medicine.”
- Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

M – TH Open 8:30 - 4:30
Fri & Sat –By appointment only

Evaluation and treatment of sleep disorders
Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea)
Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
Excessive daytime sleepiness
Narcolepsy with cataplexy
Restless leg syndrome
Insomnia

Snore?
Do you or anyone you know snore?

Tired?

Do you feel tired during the day?

Observed Apnea?
Stop breathing during the night?

Pressure High?
Do you have high
blood pressure?

NOW OPEN
ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

• Sleep-related breathing disorders
(Sleep apnea)
• Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
• Excessive daytime sleepiness
• Narcolepsy with cataplexy
• Restless leg syndrome SPECIAL RATES
FOR UNINSURED/
SELF PAY
• Insomnia
PATIENTS
405-5582

4232 WILLIAMS BLVD. SUITE #108 • KENNER
WWW.MYSCONO.COM or WWW.SLEEP4MYKIDS.COM

Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor
with Edward Jones. Wilson’s office is located in Lakeside Shopping Center, 3301 Veterans Boulevard, Suite
205 in Metairie. Wilson can be reached at 831-3499 or
Christina.Wilson@edwardjones.com

Insurance
By Marie M. Clesi

CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION OF

M-TH OPEN 8:30-4:30

tionship with your financial advisor is important – after
all, you may be working with this person for decades –
and he or she likely will be involved with many of your
most personal decisions. Consequently, you’ll want to
work with someone you connect with on an individual
level, as well as a professional one. So, if an advisor seems
to share your values and appears to have good rapport
with you, it could be a positive sign for the future.
How will we communicate – and how often? If
you’re interviewing candidates, ask them how often they
will meet with you in person. At a minimum, an advisor
should see you once a year to review your progress and
suggest changes. Will they also call or email you with
suggestions throughout the year? Are you free to contact
them whenever you like? Will you get a real, live person
every time you call? Will they send out newsletters or
other communications to update you on changes in the
investment world? If so, can you see some samples of
the communication vehicles they send to clients?
How do you get compensated? Some financial
advisors work on a fee basis, some on commissions and
some use a combination of both. Find out how your advisor will be compensated, when you’ll need to make payments and how much you’ll be expected to pay.
By asking the right questions, you should get a
good sense of whether a particular advisor is right for
you. And since this likely will be one of the most important professional relationships you have, you’ll want a
good feeling about it, right from the beginning.

Teaching your kids emergency
preparedness

CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION

Call us today if you
answer yes to 2 or more.

What kind of
lifestyle do you hope to
have in retirement? Do you have a strategy to get there?
If you don’t have confidence in your plan, it may be
time to engage a financial professional. But how do you
choose the one who’s right for you?
These days, you have more options than ever – including so-called robo-advisors. Robo-advisors typically
use algorithms to assemble investment portfolios, with
little to no human supervision, after customers answer
questions online. Generally, robo-advisors are fairly
cheap and their recommendations are usually based on
sound investment principles such as diversification.
However, when considering a robo-advisor, you
should determine if an algorithm can address your
needs as well as a human being – someone who actually becomes familiar with your life and all aspects of
your financial situation. Furthermore, a robo-advisor
can’t really handle the new wrinkles that will inevitably
pop up, such as when you change jobs and you’d like to
know what to do with your 401(k) from your previous
employer – leave the money in that employer’s plan,
transfer the account to the new employer’s plan or roll it
over to an IRA. You probably couldn’t receive a personalized evaluation of your options, based on your individual
goals and circumstances, from a robo-advisor.
So, if you decide to work with an individual financial professional, what should you look for from this person? Listed below are a few questions you might want
to ask.
Who is your typical client? By asking this question, you may get a sense of whether a particular financial advisor has experience working with people in your
financial situation and with goals similar to yours.
What’s important to you? The quality of your rela-

ACCEPTS MOST
INSURANCE
PLANS INCLUDING
MEDICARE AND
MEDICAID

Weather emergencies may scare
your kids but helping
them understand what to expect can help reduce the
stress. Carefully go over your family emergency plan
and teach them how to stay safe whatever the disaster.
Emergency preparedness: Getting ready for a disaster
Complete the following steps with your family so
severe weather doesn’t catch you off guard.
Create an emergency supplies kit. Include water, nonperishable food, flashlights, blankets and kidfriendly activities.
Practice your emergency plan. Include two
evacuation routes, a safe room and two different
meet-up locations – and make sure kids can run
through it calmly.
Run through the basics. Kids should know how
to call 911, identify themselves, identify their location,
reach emergency contacts and get to predetermined
safe locations.
Know the various weather scenarios
Teach your kids about the different disasters
and how to react in each event.

Tornado: Go into the lowest level of the building
and stay away from windows, doors and outside walls.
If you are outside with no car or nearby shelter, lie
down in a ditch and protect your head.
Severe thunderstorm: Go indoors if you see
lightning or hear thunder and don’t use items that
plug into electrical outlets. Avoid using running water
as faucets can conduct electricity.
Hurricane: Stay away from glass windows and
doors and be ready to follow evacuation instructions
from emergency officials if necessary.
Flooding: Don’t go into flooded areas. Just six
inches of moving water can knock you off your feet
and standing floodwater could be contaminated or
contain sharp objects.
Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a
select State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home,
renters, life and health insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans
Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted
at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit
Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net. Neither State
Farm™ nor its agents provide tax or legal advice.
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Analyzing the Saints schedule; as good as can be expected
By Ken Trahan
Getting right to
the point, the 2018
New Orleans Saints
schedule is as good as
can be expected.
The schedule sets up in good fashion for the
Saints with a good chance to get off to an excellent
start.
Opening at home is a plus, particularly
against a division team that the Saints will be
strongly favored to defeat. This is important as the
Saints have been behind the eight-ball, losing their
season opener for the last four seasons. The last
opening day win was in 2013 when New Orleans
beat Atlanta 23-17.
Week two brings the worst team in the league
to New Orleans in the Cleveland Browns. The
Saints should get off to a 2-0 start. Since 2007,
teams winning their first two games have made the
playoffs 58 percent of the time.
The Saints hit the road for two games in late
September, starting with a trip to Atlanta on September 23. The Saints lost a close one in Georgia a
year ago on a short week. Alvin Kamara went down
in the first half and the Saints were banged up and
still nearly won the game.
Week four has the Saints at the Meadowlands
to face the New York Giants, who were a bad team
a year ago. Though they figure to be improved this
year and with a new coach, the Saints will be favored. The good news here is that the Saints are
playing in the northeast in September when weather is unlikely to be any factor.
Week five has the Saints at home in prime
time on Monday Night Football against the Redskins. New Orleans escaped a probable loss to
Washington with an improbable late rally a year
ago. The Redskins, with all due respect, took a
small step backwards by letting Kirk Cousins leave
and bringing in Alex Smith, though Smith handed
the Saints one of their most depressing losses in
the Sean Payton era in the 2011 season when he
was with San Francisco.
Then comes the bye week.
Based on the schedule, the Saints should be
4-1 entering the off week. There is a reasonable to
good chance that they can be 5-0, if they can win
at Atlanta.
Then comes a tough stretch with a two-game
road trip to Baltimore and Minnesota. The Ravens
have been very tough on the Saints under John
Harbaugh, a bad matchup for the black and gold.
The Saints are 0-3 against the Ravens under Sean
Payton.
The trip to U.S. Bank Stadium is a return to
the scene of the crime of January 14 of this year.
Do you think the Saints remember the 29-24 defeat
which kept them out of the NFC Championship
game? Revenge will be prevalent on the minds of
New Orleans but the Vikings will be better with
Cousins at quarterback and they still have a stout
defense. That said, the Saints would have played
better in Philadelphia than Minnesota did in their
surrender to the Eagles.
The tough stretch continues on November 4
when the Saints host another NFC title contender
in the Los Angeles Rams, who defeated the Saints
in Los Angeles a year ago.
Then comes a trip to Cincinnati to face the
Bengals on November 11 before two big home
games.
On November 18, the Saints host the defend-

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS
2018 Football Schedule
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Thursday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

August 9
August 17
August 25
August 30

September 9
September 16
September 23
September 30
October 8
October 14
Sunday October 21
Sunday October 28
Sunday November 4
Sunday November 11
Sunday November 18
Thursday November 22
Thursday November 29
Sunday December 9
Monday December 17
Sunday December 23
Sunday December 30

PRESEASON
at Jacksonville Jaguars
ARIZONA CARDINALS
at Los Angeles Chargers
LOS ANGELES RAMS
REGULAR SEASON
TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS
CLEVELAND BROWNS
at Atlanta Falcons
at New York Giants
WASHINGTON REDSKINS
BYE
at Baltimore Ravens
at Minnesota Vikings
LOS ANGELES RAMS
at Cincinnati Bengals
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES
ATLANTA FALCONS
at Dallas Cowboys
at Tampa Bay Buccaneers
at Carolina Panthers
PITTSBURGH STEELERS
CAROLINA PANTHERS

HOME GAMES IN GOLD

ing Super Bowl champion Eagles in a contest that
could play a huge role in the NFC playoff seeding
process. The very next week, the Saints will host
the Falcons on Thanksgiving night, another primetime opportunity.
A three-game road follows at Dallas, Tampa
Bay and Carolina.
The Saints close with two home games, including on December 23 against always tough
Pittsburgh before they close with Carolina on December. 30.
Breaking down the schedule into sections, it
is imperative that the Saints get off to a fast start.
They almost have to be 4-1, if not 5-0 prior to the
bye. The schedule gets downright brutal the rest
of the way.
A 5-0 start would enable New Orleans to go
6-5 the rest of the way to match last year’s record,
which was good enough for the NFC South title.
In a hotly contested NFC, the genuine contenders, at this point, would be Philadelphia, Minnesota, Los Angeles (Rams), New Orleans, Atlanta,
Carolina, along with possibly Dallas and Green Bay.
Detroit is no slouch, either. The Saints play all of

6 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.

FOX
FOX
CBS
FOX

Noon
Noon
Noon
3:25 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

FOX
FOX
FOX
CBS
ESPN

3:05 p.m.
7:20 p.m.
3:25 p.m.
Noon
Noon
7:20 p.m.
7:20 p.m.
Noon
7:15 p.m.
3:25 p.m.
Noon

FOX
NBC
FOX
FOX
FOX
NBC
FOX/NFLN
FOX
ESPN
CBS
FOX

ALL TIMES CENTRAL

those teams with the exception of the Packers and
Lions. It will not be easy.
Such is the life of winning a division and playing a first-place schedule. Collectively, the 2018 opponents of the Saints went 137-119 a year ago.
You have to like opening at home with two
games and closing at home with two games. That
provides a chance for the 2018 Saints to start fast
and close fast and control their own destiny in the
process.
You must also like that the Saints may well
avoid any cold weather games, with the most likely
cold weather scenario coming at Charlotte on December 17. You have to love that 11 games will be in
controlled environments, indoors, including games
at Atlanta, Minnesota and Dallas.
There are five prime time games, which typically teams are sky high for. You would like more
than two of those to be at home but you will take it.
When we talk about schedules, is always projecting. If anything, it is a good conversation piece.
Things change somewhat too drastically in the NFL
from year-to-year. The 2017 season may be a good
predictor or it may not be. What we do know is that
the 2018 New Orleans Saints are a good team on
paper, a contender, and other teams are pointing
to their games with New Orleans as tough games.
Based on possible oddsmakers trends, the Saints
could be underdogs in five games. That is another
indication of the quality of the team.
For what it is worth, it is a fair schedule.
Hopefully, the Saints will keep key players healthy.
If they do, a true run at a second Super Bowl is a
real possibility.
Ken Trahan serves as sports director of
WGSO 990 AM/WGSO.com, is president and general manager of www.SportsNola.com and hosts
“Sportsnola TV” on Monday nights at 6:00 p.m. on
WHNO, TV 20. Trahan is the general manager and
chairman of the board of the Saints Hall of Fame
Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome, runs
the Life Resources Sports Ministry and hosts All
Access SportsTalk on WGSO, 990 AM and WGSO.
com on Monday, Thursday and Friday at 6:05
p.m. as well as “The Three Tailgaters Show” on
Saturday morning from 10:05 a.m. to noon with
Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille.

We’re more than just a great rate
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured
Minimum deposit $1,000
1- Year APY*

2.20

%

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective04/10/2018 . CDs offered by Edward Jones are bankissued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and
price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices
of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC
insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields
quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest
to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Christina S Wilson
Financial Advisor
.

Lakeside Shopping Center
3301 Veterans Blvd Suite 205
Metairie, LA 70002
504-831-3499

www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC
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Much More

467-0800
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Four cost-effective ways to
raise your home’s value
By Linda R. Martin Modernize plumbing
If you’re looking
to raise the value of
your home, especially
for resale purposes, you’ve undoubtedly heard all
sorts of ideas that will get the job done, many of
which will be too expensive or too difficult for you to
handle. Many require a large chunk of change, and
while they may very well give you a return on your
investment, you may not care to spend it all on this.
Here are four budget-friendly ways to raise
your home’s value and increase its future value at
the same time.
Change out doors and windows
Not only can your doors and windows be easily
seen from the outside of your home, thus impacting curb appeal, they also significantly impact your
home’s interior. Consider energy-efficient windows
that keep heating and cooling costs down and also
fit the design of your home. For outside doors, try
steel or fiberglass doors that keep energy costs low
and improve home security.
Add space
If possible, find a way to increase space in your
home. This could be as easy as adding a patio or deck
for outdoor entertaining. If you have the space and
funds, consider adding an additional room, which
can be a huge boon for homebuyers who need that
extra bedroom.

Little leaks and plumbing issues can cost you a
great deal on your home value, especially if you are
trying to sell your home. Hire a professional plumber to address your pipes and drains and to change
out plumbing fixtures for a modernized appearance.
If your water heater is getting old, consider purchasing a new one at the same time.
Use paint wisely
Paint can do a great deal to modernize a home
and improve its value for a very low initial cost.
Paint walls a neutral color and spiff up kitchen and
bathroom cabinets with a new color. Many older
cabinets can be salvaged with a quick sanding, a
coat of primer and a new color.
Not every renovation or remodel has to cost
a great deal of money to be a wise investment. Instead, as you can see from above, there are many
small, easy changes that will yield you great results.
If you only want to raise your home’s value, consider
changing part of the aesthetic of your home or modernizing your windows, doors or plumbing.
Linda R. Martin, who is licensed in Louisiana, can be reached at 443-6464 or at her Gardner
Realtors office located at 4140 Williams Boulevard
in Kenner, LA. Gardner Realtors is a local independently owned and operated company. Visit the
company website at www.gardnerRealtors.com.

Home

Your programmable thermostat
By Dan Dormady

OPEN SATURDAYS 8 TO NOON

4200 Williams Blvd.

465-1312

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - noon Saturday

www.scottystireandauto.com

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes
Shocks • Air Conditioner
Work Struts • Brake Service
Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

We have often
recommended changing your old thermostat to a programmable thermostat as a great way to save on energy
costs. However, according to a study by the Lawrence
Berkeley National Lab, nearly 90 percent of Americans say they’ve rarely (or never) programmed their
thermostat because they’re not sure how to do it. But
it’s really not that hard and it’s definitely worth doing
because it can save at least 10 percent a year on heating and cooling costs.
The U.S. Department of Energy says you can
achieve that 10 percent by turning your thermostat
back seven to 10 degrees Fahrenheit from its normal
setting for eight hours a day.
The first step is to pick the thermostat that best
suits your scheduling needs so you can “set it and
forget it,” an approach the Energy Department advocates to get the most savings.
Basically, there are four types of programmable
thermostats, each with a distinctive scheduling style.
The seven-day programming is best for individuals or
families with erratic schedules, since this is the most
flexible option. It lets you program a different heating/cooling schedule for each day of the week. The
5-1-1 programming is one heating/cooling schedule
for the week, plus you can schedule a different heating/cooling plan for Saturday and Sunday. The 5-2
programming is the same as the 5-1-1 programming,
except Saturday and Sunday will have the same heat-

ing/cooling plan. With the one-week programming,
you can only set one heating/cooling plan that will be
repeated daily for the entire week.
You’ll need to program the thermostat for both
the cooler months and the warmer months. Most
programmable thermostats have a pre-programmed
setting that’s supposed to be for the typical American family. But what family is typical these days? You
need to adjust the thermostat’s settings so it’s in sync
with the life you and your family lead instead of some
mythical family. Programming options are based on
wake time, sleep time, leave time and return time.
Here are a few programming timing tips that
can help you create the best set-it-and-forget-it heating and cooling schedule for your home. Shut down
heat or air conditioning 20 to 30 minutes before you
leave home each day. Turn on heat or air conditioning
20 to 30 minutes before you come home each day. Reduce the heating or cooling temperature 60 minutes
before you go to sleep each night. Increase heating
or cooling temperature about 30 minutes before you
wake up each morning. Spend time tweaking your
program for a few days to make sure it feels right.
Want something that’s simpler? Newer, more
high-tech models have simplified the process by creating a custom heating and cooling schedule for your
home.
The latest technology is the Wi-Fi-enabled thermostat, where you can control your home’s temperature while on the go from your smartphone. That way
next page
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Obstructive sleep apnea common
and treatable
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.
Many people have
never heard of sleep
disorders. It is estimated that over 20 million adults in
the U.S. alone suffer from obstructive sleep apnea and
roughly 80 percent of those afflicted go untreated. The
truth is that sleep disorders today are very common, can
be serious and 95 percent are under diagnosed. Continuous research has shown that having less than six hours
of sleep each night, an irregular sleep schedule or poor
sleep is associated with many health risks.
Obstructive sleep apnea is the most common
form of sleep apnea. Apnea literally translates as “cessation of breathing” which means that during sleep your
breathing stops periodically during the night for a few
seconds. These lapses in breathing can occur for up to
ten seconds or more and can happen up to hundreds of
times a night in severe cases. When this happens, you
may snore loudly or making choking noises as you try to
breathe. Your brain and body become oxygen deprived
and you may wake up. When you wake up in the morning you feel tired or not refreshed even though you just
had a full night of sleep. During the day you can feel
fatigued, have difficulty concentrating or may even fall
asleep unintentionally. This is all because your body is
waking up numerous times throughout the night even
though you might not be conscious of each awakening.
Who is at risk? Anyone can have sleep apnea
regardless of gender, age or body type. Sleep apnea increases the risk for hypertension, heart attack, stroke or
even sudden death.
Here are some common symptoms to look for to
know when should you contact a doctor or sleep special about obstructive sleep apnea?
If your snoring is loud enough that it disturbs
your bed partner’s sleep during the night.
If you often wake from sleep because of shortness of breath or difficulty breathing comfortably.
If you have regular intermittent pauses in your
breathing during sleep.
If you have chronic morning headaches.
If you feel excessively sleepy during the day or
often fall asleep at inappropriate times.
Be prepared for your OSA doctor’s appointment
Once you schedule an appointment with a sleep
specialist, you should begin keeping a “sleep journal”
for about two weeks prior to your visit. In that journal,
you should document your nightly sleeping habits and
behaviors and write down things such as what time you
went to bed, what time you woke up, how often you woke
up in the middle of the night, how rested and alert you
felt the following day or how sleepy you felt the next day.
You may want to ask your bed partner for input regarding your sleeping habits and they may have noticed
some of the nocturnal activities that you may not have
been aware of.
If you’re aware of any family history of OSA, make

sure to mention it to your doctor as OSA can be hereditary.
Try to remember and figure out when your symptoms began. Did your symptoms increase or begin as you
aged? Did your symptoms increase as you gained weight
or stopped exercising?
Three simple ways of diagnosing obstructive sleep
apnea syndrome
Physical examination
The doctor may administer a simple check of your
mouth, throat and neck to determine if you have OSA.
The doctor is looking for abnormalities or excessive
fatty tissue of the uvula, tongue and large tonsils and
adenoids especially in children.
Polysomnography (PSG)
If your doctor believes you may have moderate to
severe obstructive sleep apnea, he will probably refer
you to have a sleep study done. You will spend the night
at a sleep clinic where you will be hooked up to a diagnostic machine that measures and records your heart,
lung and brain activity, breathing patterns, arm and
leg movements, body positions and blood oxygen levels
while you sleep. These tests are painless and noninvasive and generally take six hours to complete.
Home sleep apnea test (HSAT)
This option is available for you to sleep in the
comfort of your own bed while undergoing the evaluation. While not as in-depth of a study as a PSG, an HSAT
monitors airflow, respiratory effort, breathing patterns,
blood oxygen level and even body movements.
Methods of treatment of obstructive sleep apnea
Methods include lifestyle modifications including diet and exercise, cutting back on alcohol, quitting
smoking, sleeping on your side, common positive airway
pressure (PAP), oral appliances and surgeries for obstructive sleep apnea.
Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D., a Louisiana native, is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist who received his undergraduate degree at LSU-Shreveport,
completed his residency at LSU-HSC in New Orleans
and fellowship in sleep medicine at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr. Cheema is the medical director at Sleep
Center of New Orleans (SCONO), located at 4232 Williams Boulevard, Suite 108, in Kenner, the first of its
kind accredited by the American Academy of Sleep
Medicine (AASM) for treating children and adults
with any of sleep-related conditions. Dr. Cheema is
board certified in family medicine by the American
Board of Family Medicine and currently practices
pediatric/adult sleep medicine in the metro New
Orleans area. To schedule an appointment call
the Sleep Center at 405-5582 or visit the websites,
www.myscono.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.

Dormady

damage the environment.

you’re not wasting energy if you’re running late or forgot to create a new program before going on vacation.
Finally, the thermostats made prior to 2001 may
contain mercury. To see if your current thermostat
contains mercury, check with the manufacturer. If
you decide to dispose of your old thermostat that
contains mercury, check out how to do so safely in
your area. Mercury is toxic and it never breaks down.
When it enters the waste stream, it can permanently

Dan Dormady is a licensed professional engineer and licensed home inspector (LHI#10273) and
the president of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a
locally owned consulting engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial building
inspection services. Dormady can be reached at 4566999, P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at
criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady
Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com.
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• Admiralty &
Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,
Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant,
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

Free Consultation
Let us help you!
1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062

Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

Kenner School Spotlight:
WALTER G. SCHNECKENBURGER
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Walter G. Schneckenburger Elementary School, where
tomorrow begins with the children of today, earned an “A”
rating on its most recent state report card and was recently
honored by the City of Kenner at one of their council
meetings. Schneckenburger Elementary School provides a
positive environment for students to achieve their academic
and personal best with the support of highly qualified
educators, families, and the community.
Recently, Schneckenburger ranked 42nd out of over 1,400 schools in
Louisiana from EdNavigator. EdNavigator is a nonprofit organization
of educators and experts that works with families to provide accurate
and up-to-date school information to help them navigate schools
and find the educational path to meet each individual student’s
needs. The organization released the Top 100 schools in Louisiana
based on school and student data, including the state’s school
report card grade, and most notably, student academic growth, and
Schneckenburger was in the top 3% of Louisiana schools!
Schneckenburger offers a highly engaging curriculum to a very diverse population of students form
Pre-K through 5th grade.
Students are provided with the latest technology such as interactive Promethean Boards, a computer
lab, iPads, and evidence-based resources such as iReady,
RAZ kids, Reading A-Z, and the Lexia Core5 that provide
individualized instructional programs for students.
Mrs. Christi Rome is the principal of Walter G. Schneckenburger
Elementary School. The school is represented by Jefferson
Parish School Board District IX member Sandy DenapolisBosarge. Schneckenburger Elementary School is located at
26 Earnest Avenue in Kenner. For more information, please
call 504-443-1236 or visit schneckenburger.jpschools.org.
KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates Elementary,
Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary,
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle,
Schneckenburger Elementary, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.
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Law
Powers of attorney for child care
and summer vacation
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.
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With summer
upon us, a lot of families are looking forward to relaxing on the beach,
visiting an exotic land, taking a cruise or just spending time with friends and family. For many families,
taking a summer vacation, leaving the children with
relatives or friends or taking other children from different families along for the ride, is a common practice. However, to properly protect yourself and your
children, you might want to consider creating powers
of attorney before you take your summer vacation.
If you are like most parents, you probably don’t
give much thought to the idea of making decisions on
behalf of your child. Allowing your child to participate
in activities, choosing the kind of medical care or
treatment your child receives and other such decisions are simply a part of every parent’s day-to-day life.
What happens, though, if you go on vacation and
leave your child under the care of a relative or family
friend? What happens if you are thousands of miles
away, or otherwise unavailable and someone has to
make a medical decision or parenting decision on
behalf of your child?
This is where powers of attorney come into play.
Through a properly drafted limited power of attorney,
you can delegate your parenting responsibilities and
decision making authority to others. A limited power
of attorney is much like a “permission slip” which
tells others, such as doctors, teachers or coaches, that
when a parent’s approval or signature is needed, the
other adult has the authority to approve or to sign in
place of a parent if the parent is unavailable. By signing a power of attorney, the parent does not give up
any parental rights, just the authority to make certain
decisions on behalf of the parent or child for a limited

time or for a limited purpose.
A power of attorney can be used for a limited
purpose such as taking a child to a specific doctor’s
appointment or registering a child for summer camp,
sports or other activities. A power of attorney can also
be used for broad purposes such as all decisions affecting the child for a certain period of time.
When it comes to summer vacation, the power
of attorney will likely state that the agent has the
authority to make medical decisions on your child’s
behalf while you are away. If you plan on taking someone else’s child with you on summer vacation, it may
also be a good idea to obtain a power of attorney from
the other parents. If you don’t have such an authorization, it will likely be more difficult to provide that
child with needed care should an emergency arise.
Powers of attorney are very powerful documents,
but they are also very flexible. These legal documents
can be created to meet your particular needs with a
lot of options to choose from to reflect your specific
situation. If you are going on summer vacation and
believe you need to create a power of attorney, please
contact an attorney.
This information has been provided for informational purposes only and is not intended and should
not be construed to constitute legal advice.
Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing attorney and owner of Rivertown Law Center,
L.L.C., located at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite
C in Kenner. Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime and traffic violations are Rinck’s
primary areas of practice. Rinck can be reached at
704-1194 or info@rivertownlaw.com.

Automotive
Nitrogen tire inflation offers
many positive benefits
By Scott Zimmerman
Maintaining
proper tire inflation
pressure is one of the
most basic methods of increasing your vehicle’s
fuel economy. To increase the longevity of your
tire’s tread and to travel with a properly balanced
load capacity, a vehicle needs to have the correct
tire pressure. It is important to have quality tires
on your vehicle but the internal pressure of the
tire is very important, too. If your tire is underinflated, you increase chances of having a blowout
through interior wall corrosion, you minimize
handling and braking capacity and you burn more
fuel. Gases within your tire expand and contract
depending on ambient temperatures, so adding
tire pressure checks to your preventative maintenance schedule will keep your vehicle running
more efficiently and nitrogen tire inflation will
also be helpful.
Pressure and temperature fluctuations
Check your tire pressure in the morning before heat from the sun and heat from the friction
of driving causes the internal temperature and

pressure within your tire to increase. Generally,
tire pressure will fluctuate roughly one pound per
square inch (psi) with a 10° Fahrenheit change in
temperature. Underinflated tires will reduce your
gas mileage by 0.3 percent for each one psi drop in
pressure for all four tires. Air found at service stations or other facilities is made up of a combination of gases with the majority being N2 (nitrogen,
roughly 78 percent), O2 (oxygen, roughly 21 percent) and the remaining one percent is comprised
of a miscellaneous mix of additional gases.
What is nitrogen tire inflation?
The molecular structure of the rubber used
to make tires expands and contracts depending
on ambient temperature and internal pressure
making the air inside your tire able to escape
through the permeable rubber membrane. It is
estimated that up to one psi of pressure could escape each month from each tire. Service stations
usually provide refillable air but by switching to
pure nitrogen, with its different molecular structure, your tires will maintain a more constant
next page
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Easily treatable but overlooked: Bursitis
By Craig Goodwin
There are usually
two main causes when
it comes to hip pain,
osteoarthritis
and
bursitis. Hip bursitis is a condition affecting those in
their 40s, 50s, and 60s.
Bursitis can be mistaken as arthritis because of
the similar “pain points” they share and is why it’s referred to sometimes as “the great mimicker.” Discovering the root cause of symptoms is important in order
to target the appropriate method of recovery with the
support and knowledge of a physical therapist. Often,
a few lifestyle changes for a short period of time is
needed in the healing stage to ensure a complete and
successful recovery.
The following are ways to distinguish between
the two and arriving at an accurate diagnosis.
Bursitis is characterized by poor posture, acute

injury, repetitive motion and muscle weakness. It develops from stress factors implemented on the area
of the joint over time by way of irregular movement.
Bursitis pain will often increase at night when lying
on one side and during prolonged and repetitive activity. Pain can spread to other areas like the thigh,
lower back, groin, etc., if not properly managed.
Osteoarthritis, on the other hand, feels stiff and
inflexible at the affected area. The lining between
the joints have been worn down, resulting in bone to
bone contact and friction during movement.
A main difference noted over time is that arthritis pain may worsen whereas bursitis usually dulls
down if it’s not especially aggravated.
Many people who experience bursitis symptoms do not take the sufficient time for a full recovery.
This is more likely to happen when the pain soon
lessens after initial flare-up and into a dull ache
that’s not impairing. This is a big risk because usually
symptoms will present themselves later during times

of heightened activity and then disappear only temporarily. For a bursitis diagnosis, without the afforded
care, the condition will permanently resurface.
Improvement to physical fitness helps prevent
symptoms from arising by employing good muscle
foundation, posture and balance, equally supporting
the body on both sides. It’s extremely important to
avoid prolonged stress on the joints or bearing more
weight on a particular area for too long of time, which
aggravates the bursae sacs that serve as padding to
the joints. Too much aggravation creates inflammation, heat, redness and pain in the bursae area.
Rehabilitation helps dramatically within a few
weeks. Just make sure to give the injury time to recover beyond the point of disappearing pain symptoms. Leaving the condition untreated or being only
moderately-focused on recovery will not aid in the
area’s long-term recovery.
Work-related or lifestyle requirements that call
for concentrated use of specific areas for support and

performance can be confronted with a series of small
changes that will do a world of difference to your
physical well-being. This is why the best treatment is
always in the prevention of it.
Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy
located at 3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner
and at two other locations in Metairie and on the
West Bank. Goodwin graduated from LSU Medical
School Department of Allied Health Department
of Physical Therapy in 1987. The professionals at
Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@gmail.com or by
visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com. Alexandra
Goodwin is co-author and contributing writer to
the Kenner Orthopedic column.

Banking
By Guy Williams
Churches and
financial counselors
often recommend premarital counseling. I
join them and encourage couples to spend some time
with a skilled counselor before marriage.
The reason is marriage is one of the most studied
institutions in history, so there is a field of real knowledge available to those who are willing to learn. The
other reason is strong marriages lead to strong families
and communities. It is in all of our best interests to encourage stable marriages.
Over half of divorces are related to financial problems, so let’s look at the stages of marriage and the
money issues that go with each stage.
The first stage is the most exciting. True love. Your
partner is perfect, you can’t be together enough and all

Nitrogen

from previous page

pressure because the gaseous molecules remain
inside the tire instead of permeating the tire’s
rubber and escaping. Nitrogen is a dry, inert gas
and unlike the oxygen-rich blend of “shop air,” N2
minimizes oxidation, reduces wear, limits heat
trapping moisture and humidity and prolongs the
overall life of your tires.
Who uses pure nitrogen inflation?
Nitrogen tire inflation has been a popular
choice for the racing industry for decades due
to its molecular properties being inhospitable to
moisture and safe against combustion. The aviation industry also relies on nitrogen tire inflation,
as do heavy equipment operators for the tires of
their super-sized machines. For fleet operators
and vehicle owners, the consistency in pressure
that N2 allows because of its molecular configuration is the primary benefit for choosing nitrogen
tire inflation over regular air.
The effect of pure nitrogen inflation
Studies have shown that tires filled with
pure nitrogen can increase tire life by 50 percent

financial issues are irrelevant since being together is
better than money. And anyway, when you get married
you will have two incomes and half of the expenses.
The next stage is reality setting in. There actually
isn’t twice the money and your partner isn’t perfect. Often times credit card debt is used to maintain the desired lifestyle.
The next stage is “I love you, you’re perfect, now
change” (title borrowed from an off-Broadway play that
closed after 5,003 performances). At this stage arguments ensue. Often one partner will try to control the
other and divorce is often an unfortunate occurrence at
this point in a marriage.
The next stage is acceptance and compromise. If
the finances have been mismanaged, this stage can be
tough but ultimately leads to stability.
The last stage is the return of mature romantic

and can improve fuel economy by 10 percent. It
also can reduce the likelihood of a tire failure by
as much as 75 percent. Tests have shown nitrogen-inflated tires can maintain tire pressure 74
percent better than shop air per month in normal
operating conditions. Nitrogen-inflated tires produce about 70 percent less rolling resistance than
air-inflated tires so the nitrogen-filled tires last
longer and reduce the amount of fuel consumption.
The bottom line
By making the transition from shop air to nitrogen your vehicle will have reduced oxidation of
the interior tire wall and steel wheel components,
reduced moisture and humidity within the tire,
which traps heat, increased fuel economy with
more consistent tire structure and reduced rolling resistance. Other benefits include increasing
tire life with tires that run cooler and smoother,
increasing safety with a lower chance of a tire
blowout, improving braking and handling with
enhanced tire integrity and reducing the carbon
footprint with prolonged tire life and increased
fuel economy.

little or nothing away.
Money issues can ruin a marriage. They can lead
to stress and unresolved resentment. An open discussion and compromise can right the ship and move the
couple to a mature, committed romantic love that lasts.
The best time to have these discussions is before you get
married, but they are helpful at any time.
Knowing about your money issues can help you
rediscover the joy of marriage and lead more quickly to
financial and marital harmony.

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s
Tire and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and
operated full-service tire and automotive shop,
located at 4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner.

Store hours are 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday
through Friday. Scotty’s website is www.scottystireauto.com.

Guy Williams is president and chief executive
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president and branch
manager can be contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar,
vice president and commercial lender, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s
website at www.gulfbank.com.
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The money stages of marriage

love seasoned with acceptance.
While these stages are predictable and common,
you can skip the drama with some serious discussion
and preplanning. The advice is to talk through what
is important and determine what your financial goals
are. Are big vacations important? Do you want to rent
or own? How many children would you like? Is a stayat-home spouse important? These discussions with a
skilled expert can reveal differences before they become problems. I remember thinking that we would
have two dogs before discovering that my wife was a cat
person.
I encourage couples to set percentage goals for
major categories of spending. The base setting is to save
20 percent, keep fixed expenses like car notes and mortgages below 40 percent and spend 30 percent. We recommend that the last 10 percent be used for charitable
giving to your religious group or some other worthwhile
groups. Many people question this 10 percent give away,
but after forty-five years of banking, I can say definitively, that the folks who give 10 percent away always end up
better emotionally and financially than those who give

of K enn
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“Love to Learn; Learn to Lead” - A 100-day investment for a stronger JPPSS
By Cade Brumley – Jefferson Parish Public School System Superintendent
It is a great honor to pen this first
column for the Kenner Star as Jefferson
Parish Public School System Superintendent.
Although I’ve only been “on the job” for a little
over a month, I’ve already been blessed by the
graciousness of the people and enriched by the
warmth of the culture. I look forward to further
immersing myself into the parish and providing
strong leadership to those under my care.
First off, I need to reinforce my top responsibility and top priority as superintendent. Without question, my top responsibility is the safety of students
and staff. With a work history as both a superintendent and school principal, this has always been of
utmost importance. I will consistently promote policies and practices that ensure safe school environments. My top priority, however, is student and staff

learning. As an educational system, we must be laser-focused on our continuous growth – this goes for
students, staff and myself as superintendent. Any
individual or organization ceasing to learn begins
to stagnate and decay. I want to help our students
maximize their intellectual potential to become
their very best, ultimately prepared for their next
season of life beyond our school system. I also believe a school and school system should be a place
where the adults learn as much as the students.
I recently unveiled a 100-day superintendent
entry plan. That process, entitled “Love to Learn;
Learn to Lead” is designed to help me better understand the strengths and growth opportunities
within our system. I encourage you, if time permits,
to review that document and attend one of our
scheduled events. You can find the full plan and
follow our progress at jpschools.org. You can also
follow along this journey with me on Twitter at

@cadebrumley. I’m looking forward to hosting a
Twitter chat in the near future. This 100-day investment will better prepare me to make important leadership decisions as we move into the next
school year and beyond. The plan already establishes five early commitments concerning areas
like transforming our highest-need schools, gaining student perspective, improving educator compensation, building a graduate profile and reviewing resource allocation within the existing budget.
I have already encountered pockets of excellence within this system as well as areas for refinement. I’ve also been impressed with some passionate students and employees. I look forward to
tapping into the positives. I accepted this position
because I believe we can improve – together. I want
to add value to this system, particularly the students.
The end of the school year is near and many
students are involved in statewide testing. This

can be a time of high stress for students, staff and
parents alike. Let’s be supportive of each other
right now, pat each other on the back, give a few
high-fives or hugs, be willing to extend compliments and finish out strong. The best is yet to
come for JPPSS.
Dr. Cade Brumley is superintendent of the
Jefferson Parish Public School System, the largest and most diverse district in Louisiana, serving over 48,000 students. Dr. Brumley is a true
product of the public school system, educated in
Louisiana public schools and spending his entire
career serving children and families as a public
school employee. Follow Dr. Brumley on Twitter at
@cadebrumley.

New JPPSS superintendent meets community with “Discovery Days”
Jefferson Parish Public School System Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley is inviting the community to join him for coffee and a town hall as part
of a larger plan to understand the district from as
many viewpoints as possible.
These coffee chats and town hall events will

be held in all nine JPPSS districts. Each coffee
chat will take place at a locally-owned coffeehouse,
restaurant or community building from 8:00 a.m. to
9:00 a.m. Each town hall will be held at a district
school from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. These listening sessions will allow community members to share their

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate
Title Transfers
Refinances
Real Estate Sales | Mortgages
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges
Expert closing assistance – In operation over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this
We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie •

Louisiana
Poison
Control
Center

830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

thoughts on five questions.
What are our strengths?
What are our challenges?
What should we start doing?
What should we stop doing?
What is possible?
The coffee chats and town halls will bookend nine days Dr. Brumley will spend at a different school getting to know students, educators,
and families. The schools were drawn at random

by each board member. Each day will begin with
coffee, followed by a meeting with that district’s
board member, a learning walk around the school,
a meeting with that school’s principal, lunch with
students, a meeting with faculty after school and a
town hall meeting that night.
These “Discovery Days” are part of Dr. Brumley’s 100-day entry plan that was unveiled on March
28, 2018. The entire plan is available on the district’s website at jpschools.org.

DISCOVERY DAYS SCHEDULE
Monday, April 23, 2018
District 3 (Tiffany Kuhn)
Fisher Middle-High
2529 Jean Lafitte Blvd.
Lafitte
Coffee Location
Lafitte Little Civic Center
4917 City Park Dr.
Lafitte
Town Hall Location
Fisher Middle-High

Friday, April 27, 2018
District 9 (Sandy Denapolis-Bosarge)
A.C. Alexander Elementary
600 W. Esplanade Ave.
Kenner
Coffee Location
French Press Coffeehouse
3236 Williams Blvd.
Kenner
Town Hall Location
Alexander Elementary

Friday, May 11, 2018
District 2 (Ricky Johnson)
Gretna Middle
910 Gretna Blvd.
Gretna
Coffee Location
Parrot Pete’s
1901 Manhattan Blvd.
Harvey
Town Hall Location
Gretna Middle

Wednesday, April 25, 2018
District 6 (Larry Dale)
T. H. Harris Middle
911 Elise St.
Metairie
Coffee Location
French Press Coffeehouse
2120 David Dr.
Metairie
Town Hall Location
T. H. Harris Middle

Monday, May 7, 2018
District 4 (Melinda Bourgeois)
Marie Riviere Elementary
1564 Lake Ave.
Metairie
Coffee Location
TBA
Town Hall Location
Riviere Elementary

Monday, May 14, 2018
District 8 (Marion Bonura)
John Q. Adams Middle
5525 Henican Place
Metairie
Coffee Location
TBA
Town Hall Location
Adams Middle

Wednesday, May 9, 2018
District 5 (Cedric Floyd)
Cherbonnier-Rillieux Elementary
700 Dandelion Drive
Waggaman
Coffee Location
TBA
Town Hall Location
Cherbonnier-Rillieux Elementary

Tuesday, May 15, 2018
District 7 (Melinda Doucet)
Catherine Strehle Elementary
178 Millie Dr.
Avondale
Coffee Location
Mt. Hermon Baptist Church
3512 US Hwy 90
Avondale
Town Hall Location
Strehle Elementary

Thursday, April 26, 2018
District 1 (Mark Morgan)
Vic. A. Pitre Elementary
1525 Spruce St.
Westwego
Coffee Location
TBA
Town Hall Location
Pitre Elementary
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May is a month to honor at Treasure Chest
By Rodney Miller
You just got to
love brunch. What’s
not to love? It’s an
early meal that still
allows you to sleep in.
Since it covers both breakfast and lunch you can
eat just about anything you want. And perhaps best
of all, it’s socially acceptable to drink alcohol even
though it’s the morning! Celebrate the most flexible
of meals all month long at your Treasure Chest Casino with great brunch themes every Sunday!
It starts off May 6 with Kentucky Bourbon
Brunch! From 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., celebrate the
Kentucky Derby with big hats and big appetites! Enjoy derby delights such as bourbon BBQ Glazed ribs,
spicy bourbon ham and bourbon bread pudding for

just $21.99!
Mother’s Day is on May 13 this year and it’s
a scientific fact that moms love brunches.
Just bunches of brunches.
So, get into the
Mother’s Day
swing with
our Mother’s
Day
Jazz
Brunch. From
10:00 a.m. to 9:00
p.m., enjoy a delicious day
out with Mom while enjoying the delightful
sounds of live jazz bands for just $26.99!
When you think of brunch, what cocktail
do you usually think of? You think of mimosas. In

fact, it’s another scientific fact that no brunch is
complete without orange juice mixed with a little
bubbly. May 20 from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.,
celebrate the brunchiest
of cocktails with
mimosas and
brunch for
just $21.99!
We cap
off our month
of brunches May 27
with “Sweet & Savory Sunday!” 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., treat yourself
to all-you-can-eat sweet treats along with other savory classic brunch dishes for just $21.99!
Of course, one can’t survive on Sunday brunch

alone. That’s why Mondays and Tuesdays in May,
Café Pontchartrain invites you to build your own
blue plate special! From 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., simply choose one entrée and
three sides for only $11.99 with fountain drink and
sweet corn roll included!
Alright! Well I’ve made myself hungry. I’m going to sign off now and go stuff myself at the buffet!
We look forward to bunches of brunches with you
this May and, as always, we’ll see you on the lake!
Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino
Marketing Director which is located is located at
5050 Williams Blvd in Kenner on the lake. Visit the
website at www.treasurechestcasino.com or call
443-8000.

Free live entertainment at Treasure Chest in May
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure
Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 24 hours on
Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. The casino’s phone number

is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for more information.
Below is a list of entertainment with schedule and times subject to change.

Wed., May 2
8:00 p.m.
Trivia Night

Sun., May 6
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sun., May 13
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sun., May 20
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Sun., May 27
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
WTIX Oldies Show

Thurs., May 3
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Wed., May 9
8:00 p.m.
Trivia Night

Wed., May 16
8:00 p.m.
Trivia Night

Wed., May 23
8:00 p.m.
Trivia Night

Wed., May 30
8:00 p.m.
Trivia Night

Fri., May 4
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Closed Private Party

Thurs., May 10
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., May 17
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., May 24
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Thurs., May 31
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Harvey Jesus & Fire

Sat., May 5
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Short Circuit

Fri., May 11
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Redline

Fri., May 18
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
La Rouge

Fri., May 25
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.
Wiseguys

Sat., May 12
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Monster Crawfish

Sat., May 19
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
New Suit Band

Sat., May 26
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Flipside

THAT’S THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTER
HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER THAT RECEIVE THE
KENNER STAR FREE IN THE MAIL EACH MONTH!

WANT TO REACH
THOSE PEOPLE?
Call us to advertise! 468- 9125
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Technology has a ripple effect
By Rafael E. Saddy
In the past I
have written about
how businesses need
to plan to renovate,
innovate and grow along with new market trends
and also about how the Hispanic immigration wave
and demographics change in the United States are
altering the “melting pot.” When an immigrant population reaches a critical mass in a community, it is
no longer the melting pot that is transforming the
community but the community transforming American society. Now we have technology changing our
society, as well.
Along came the internet, self-driven cars are
now a reality, copiers order their own ink supply and
the iPhone’s technology is causing dramatic ripple
effects in the U.S. and abroad. In the United States
the next 10 years can be expected to usher in even
more dramatic changes. While many companies
have a deep understanding of their own industry and
adjacent industries, many industries (such as the
taxi industry) have failed to foresee how divergent
trends will converge to disrupt them. As company
and government leadership look forward to the next
decade, how many understand the megatrends that
are fundamentally transforming the way that Ameri-

cans will live, work and do business.
Some of these changes in the world to come
are because of the rise of millennials, which by 2025
is estimated will comprise 26.2 percent of the population and 43.8 percent of the workforce. Another
change is the increasing demands to support a growing elderly population. The number of citizens aged
65 and older is expected to increase by 37 percent
between 2015 and 2025.
A big change and impact will come with reduced spending power from the millennials which
will delay the purchase of homes, cars and other
luxury and essential items, slowing down the economy. In response, some retailers are already trying to
adapt to the millennial’s smaller budgets by launching lower-priced grocery chains targeted to those
with less disposable income.
The U.S. will also see continued growth in the
peer-to-peer economy, allowing citizens to make
greater use of the assets they own and seek lower
cost methods of obtaining those they do not. These
actions have the potential to cut traditional businesses out of the transaction process.
From a community view it is expected that the
cities of tomorrow will be a different type of familydriven as millennials moving to urban centers are

Hurricane resources

Department of Transportation, local officials and law
enforcement will provide directions. Generally, during
Phase 1, beginning around 50 hours prior to predicted
landfall of hurricane force winds on the Louisiana coast,
residents in lower lying portions of southeast Louisiana
will be directed to leave using designated Interstate
and state highways. There are no highway restrictions.
During Phase 2, at 40 hours, West Bank communities
will be directed to evacuate with no highway restrictions. In Phase 3, at 30 hours, East Bank residents will
be directed to leave. Some highway restrictions may be
in place. If necessary, state officials will implement its
contraflow plan during Phase 3, authorizing single direction lane operations on the interstate.
Storms are unpredictable and evacuation timing can be significantly reduced by slight changes in a
storm’s forward speed and direction. Highways become
crowded and travel time can be significantly increased
during evacuations. If an evacuation is called for, Kenner residents should always leave as soon as possible. Do
not wait for contraflow to begin. State officials provide
this link, http://gisweb.dotd.la.gov/evacuationroute/

from page 1

download the app for free using their Apple or Android
device.
Kenner’s emergency management staff works
closely year-round with their counterparts in Jefferson
Parish and the state. An electronic community alert
system is used by the parish to notify citizens via smart
phone, cell phone or email in the event of an emergency,
such as an approaching hurricane or severe weather
event. Residents of Kenner are urged to sign up for
JPAlert via computer by going to the Jefferson Parish
website at www.jeffparish.net or https://member.everbridge.net/index/892807736721515#/login.
Another important consideration is knowing when
and how to evacuate if advised. In southeast Louisiana
residents should consider evacuating anytime emergency managers and weather forecasters predict that
a major storm threatens to strike. When federal, state,
parish and local officials call for a recommended/voluntary or mandatory evacuation, state police, Louisiana

Attention Business Owners

Be An Achiever!
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more often forming closer relationships with their
peers, which will serve as a new form of family
support system. A similar trend is emerging in the
growth of elderly communities. Technology makes
it possible for these individuals to find one another
and to stay in touch easily. The growth of like-minded
communities in the digital world will continue with
increased use of virtual reality in an effort to build
continuous, engaging interaction with others.
This transformation of society needs to be positive and progressive. If we want to move forward, we
will have to embrace and get involved with our communities and our leaderships, and we need to find a
way to integrate ourselves and not segregate.
Community announcements
May 5 – Cinco de Mayo - Enjoy a family fiesta at Kenner Laketown from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Presented by the city of Kenner and Celebración
Hispana, sponsored by Gala Music, LaCalle and 97.9
FM. Food, margaritas, crafts and more, live performance by La Tank K Band, Jennie and the Jets and
August Rush.
May 12 and 26 – Gala Music presents at the
House of Blues Bamboleo Latin Night. For information call 850-766-4602.

desktop.html, to assist in planning evacuation routes.
Knowing where to obtain fuel during an evacuation is important. Motorists can use the state-maintained link, http://dnr.louisiana.gov/index.cfm?md=p
agebuilder&tmp=home&pid=786&pnid=0&nid=329,
to identify fuel availability throughout the state during
an evacuation.
Knowing where to find lodging during an evacuation is equally important. Evacuees can go to http://
www.femaevachotels.com/ to locate hotels/motels
throughout the state that accept FEMA vouchers, if
authorized.
During a mandatory evacuation in advance of a
major (Category 3 or above) storm, local officials will
enact the Public Assisted Evacuation Plan (PAEP).
Public transportation is dispatched to run along normal
bus routes picking up evacuees at stops throughout the
parish, including the RTA Kenner Loop/201 route. The
route map is available at http://www.jeffersontransit.
org/routemap.php. Passengers will transfer to Jefferson Transit (JeT) busses and are then delivered to
a staging area located at the Joseph S. Yenni Building
in Elmwood/Harahan. Passengers, along with their pets,
will be registered by state officials and then transported
out of the region on passenger buses. Those evacuees
who are capable and consent will be delivered to Louis
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport and will
board commercial flights to shelter destinations outside the state. Individuals with critical medical needs
will be transported to and cared for at special medical
sites located within the state. Passengers can be delivered directly to the staging area by private vehicle, but
private vehicles cannot be parked at the site.
The Mobility Impaired Transportation System
(MITS) is part of JeT. MITS provides transportation for
persons with disabilities who are unable to use regular
JeT service. The MITS service is designed to meet the
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA). An individual is eligible for MITS if he or she
has a permanent, temporary or intermittent disability.
During mandatory evacuation, the PAEP is enacted and
MITS is utilized to assist disabled persons in evacuation.
For additional information or to register for MITS visit

May 23 – Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
and the WTCNO member’s social from 5:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. at Jonathan Ferrara Gallery. For information call 885-4262.
Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center offers various programs and access to information and referrals for all sorts of issues. For information call 469-2571.
Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV, Cox Cable channel 76 or U-verse channel 99, has Hispanic TV programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and Sunday at
8:00 p.m. For more information and program schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner
TV logo or go to the Kenner TV Face book/You Tube
page.
I leave you with this thought. “New technology
is not good or evil in and of itself. It’s all about how
people choose to use it.”
Rafael E. Saddy is a public relations officer for the Latin American Civic Association of
Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the governing
board of directors of Ochsner Medical CenterKenner. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net.
Correspondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284,
Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

www.jeffersontransit.org/mits.php.
A “Special Needs Registry” is maintained by parish officials to identify those individuals with significant
medical conditions who are likely to require advanced
care during evacuation. Registering in advance allows
parish and state public health officials to assess the
type and quantity of resources needed to address those
with special medical needs. When a mandatory evacuation is ordered, residents, family members or care-takers will be able to call a special telephone number for
evacuation assistance or information. Register online
at http://jp-appserver.jeffparish.net/webapps/EOCAssessReg/EOC/ENTER_USER.asp or call the parish at
349-5360 for assistance.
Local officials recognize that Kenner residents
will want to check on and make repairs to their homes
and businesses and return to work or school as soon as
possible after the winds die down and water subsides.
Environmental conditions must be stable and vital services must be in place to support the re-population of
a storm affected community. To accomplish this, state
and regional law enforcement have established a tiered
re-entry process. Critical business owners who seek
to return first to the city following a storm must preregister and have an assigned Jefferson Parish issued
placard for themselves and employees. Those business
owners who have previously been assigned placards
may need to renew them now. Those who don’t have
re-entry placards should register with the Jefferson
Parish Office of Emergency Management prior to the
start of hurricane season on June 1. To register or renew,
visit the Jump Start Jefferson Re-Entry Program site at
http://placards.jumpstartjefferson.com.
Residents of Kenner can sign up for the above
described programs online or by contacting Jefferson
Parish Emergency Management at 349-5360.
Doug Dodt is Kenner’s Emergency Management
Director. Dodt can be reached by email at OEM@
kenner.la.us or by phone at 471-2100. For additional
information, link to http://www.kenner.la.us/pages/section_77_219.asp.
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Community
Robert L. “Bob” Deviney, Jr. Foundation Center
ribbon cutting held at Lafreniere Park
Jefferson Parish Councilman District 4 Dominick F. Impastato, III, Jefferson Parish President
Michael S. Yenni and government officials celebrated
the completion of the Robert L. DeViney, Jr. Foundation Center renovations in Lafreniere Park. The ribbon cutting ceremony was held on Friday, April 13,
2018 at the Foundation Center.
The project consisted of updating the conference room, installing new floors and LED lighting
throughout the center, renovating bathrooms and
applying new paint and doors.
Councilman Impastato said, “Lafreniere Park is
well known as one of the ‘Crown Jewels of Jefferson
Parish.’ I am excited that it is part of our council district and I am committed to dedicate the resources

to bring new life to the park. The newly renovated
Foundation Center will provide a beautiful space for
many great events, adding value to the park and to
Jefferson Parish.”
Meyer Engineer designed the renovations and
R.J. Seibert was the general contractor. Total project
cost was approximately $185,000. Funding was provided by Councilman Impastato’s District 4 funds
and the Jefferson Parish Recreation Department.
Lafreniere Park is located at 3000 Downs Boulevard in Metairie.
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Orthopedic
Center for
Sports
Medicine
THOMAS R.
LYONS MD

CHARLES P.
MURPHY MD

WILLIAM F.
SHERMAN JR. MD

LUIS M.
ESPINOZA MD

www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Hablamos Español
Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy

943-5777

7030 Canal Boulevard

889-2663

4921 Airline Drive

Give your family
Peace Of Mind Today
Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a
calm and rational atmosphere

Call Today: 466-8577

Bonnabel Magnet Academy High School to
present Kaufman and Hart play in April and May
“You Can’t Take It with You” written by George
S. Kaufman and Moss Hart will be performed at
Bonnabel’s Black Box Theatre at Bonnabel Magnet
Academy High School, Saturdays on April 21, April 28,
May 5 and May 12. The play will also be performed on
Fridays on April 27 and May 4, 2018. Bonnabel School
is located at 2801 Bruin Drive in Kenner.
Doors open to the public at 6:00 p.m. for general
admission. Performances start at 6:30 p.m. Runtime
of the show is 2.5 hours which includes a 15-minute
intermission. Tickets for adults are $10 and student
tickets are $5. No children under the age of five will
be admitted. To reserve tickets for will call, contact
Lindsey Lanson at 858-9360 with name, date of the

performance and the number of tickets to reserve.
Students featured in this production are Amanda Batarseh, Brooke Bourgeois, Katya Calderon,
Brandon Combs, Harold Contreras, Maria Cordero,
Shermaine Edwards, Adrian Feijoo, Victoria Ferreira,
Aidan Graham, Jenny Hofer, Terencia John, Michelle
Lobo, Malik Lucas, Darby Membreno, Yerlin Mencia,
Miledy Mota, Wilson Robles and Paul Vu.
Bonnabel’s theatre students recently applied
for NBC’s RISE America Project Grant in conjunction with the Educational Theatre Foundation. Out
of 1,000 schools that applied nationwide, Bonnabel
received a grant of $10,000.

Advertise in the
468-9125
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Levees

from page 1

“However, we know that, here in the greater New Orleans area, we will experience storms
greater than the 100-year event. On the
lakefront, Hurricane Katrina was a 150year event. Armoring makes the levees
more robust and provides a level of resilience to them so that they will not erode
or fail in the event they are overtopped.
Once we are complete, the system will
be constructed to the 100-year elevation
but resilient to the 500-year event.”
In some cases, armoring is done
with rock and concrete. “However, in areas such as the lakefront, our research
indicates that the combination of geotextile mats and turf will provide a superior level of armoring while still maintaining practical operation and maintenance as well as recreation advantages
for residents,” continued Boyett. “To
install the armoring, we install geotextile mats across the levee and then place a specially
grown sod over the top. As this grass grows through
the mats, the mats will anchor the sod to the levee.
One of the big challenges is that we have to thoroughly water the sod for an extended period of time
as well as prevent people or animals from disturbing
the grass until it is well established. The establishment of the grass is a key component of the armoring
performing as its designed and why we must keep the
fencing up well after it appears the work is complete.
As soon as the grass is well established, everyone will
be able to return to using the levees as they have in
the past. Though it probably doesn’t seem like it, this

grass armoring is just as important to the area’s storm
damage risk reduction as are the new floodwalls, levees and structures we have constructed. This work
is instrumental in providing the greater New Orleans

area with the best level hurricane and storm damage
risk reduction in the nation.”
According to Derek Boese, the chief administrative officer and director of engineering for the Flood
Protection Authority-East, “the Corps is aware of the
public’s desire for levee access and are working to
keep ramps open for foot traffic unless there is work
near a ramp or they begin to have issues with the public damaging the adjacent levee. People walking on
the grass before it is properly established will only delay the levee from being fully reopened to the public.”
The status of the specific reaches or sections of
the levee are listed below for the public’s information.
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Reach 1 is the section
from the West Return Wall in Kenner to the Duncan
Canal. The Corps’ contractor has the geo-textile fabric and sod in place throughout the entire reach. Silt
fencing will remain up until the contractor has established grass on the flood side of the levee but there is
a chance the silt fencing will be removed before the
projected completion date of November 1, 2018. The
ramp at the west end of Reach 1 is complete and open
to the public.
Reaches 2 and 3 are the sections from the Duncan Canal to the Lake Villa Pump Station on the west
side. The contractor is working west to east and has
the fabric installed through Erlanger Drive. There is
a chance the contractor will remove the silt fencing
before their projected completion date of January
25, 2019. The Erlanger Drive ramp should be open in

late April. The west side of the Elmwood Pump Station reach is currently open but will close in April for
paving. The east side of the Elmwood Pump Station
reach and the Clearview Avenue ramp are currently
open to foot traffic.
Reaches 4 and 5 are the sections from the east
side of the Lake Villa Pump Station to the U.S. Coast
Guard Ramp. The contractor is working west to east
and has fabric installed through Severn Avenue. There
is a chance the contractor will remove the silt fencing
before their projected completion date of February 21,
2019. The Lake Villa Ramp was expected to be open to
foot traffic in late April 2018 as is the Severn Avenue
ramp. The contractor is currently performing ramp
work at Causeway Boulevard. The Ridgelake Drive,
Bonnabel Canal and Homestead Avenue ramps are
currently open to foot traffic.

Kenner District 1 Council election

McKinney won the Kenner Division A Councilmanat-large position, first-time candidate Glenn Hayes,
Sr. was elected Kenner District 3 Councilman and
George Branigan won his first elected position as
Kenner District 4 Councilman.
At the close of qualifying on January 5, 2018,
incumbents Kenner Division B Councilman-at-large
Tom Willmott and Kenner District 2 Councilman Michael Sigur and newcomer Kenner District 5 Councilman Brian Brennan were elected unopposed.
Also, on March 24, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn was
reelected with 80 percent of the vote and Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser was reelected in January
without opposition.

from page 1

Administration Director of Programs.
Weathersby is a Kenner native and graduated
from Riverside Christian Academy. Weathersby received an associate of applied science degree in
computer-aided drafting from the Southeast College
of Technology and currently works with a family business.
The winner of the April 28 election will fill the
last of the seven seats on the Kenner City Council for
four-year terms that will begin on July 1, 2018.
In the March 24 election newcomer Kristi

National Day of Prayer
Thursday May 3, 2018
The theme of the 2018 observance will be

“Pray for America – Unity,”
based upon Ephesians 4:3, which
challenges believers to mobilize
unified public prayer for America,
“Making every effort to keep the unity of
the Spirit through the bond of peace.”
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Airport
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now being poured.”
Burns said the project is so massive that that
parts of it are difficult to describe. “For example,” she
said, “the total pavement poured would cover 76 acres.
If you can imagine a 76-acre crawfish pond, it would
have room in it for 30 tons of crawfish.”
Burns said the surface area of all the glass
panels being installed in the new terminal measure
10,104 feet long and 150 feet wide.
The parking garage was constructed using 1,755

precast concrete components.
The volume of fill used in the entire project
would fill almost 40 percent of the Mercedes Benz
Louisiana Superdome. In all, the project consumed
1.7 million cubic feet of fill.
Burns said that 3,045 miles of drain pipe have
been installed in the new terminal. “To get an idea
of how much drain pipe that is, if it were laid out, it
would be more than the driving distance from San
Francisco to New York City,” she said.
Burns said that when completed, the new terminal “is going to be a beautiful, massive structure unlike anything that Louisiana has seen.”
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SPICE CAKE
By foodieforone.com

Mad Men vibes will waft through your kitchen as this easy
to prepare spice cake bakes in your oven. This recipe is
adapted from “Retro Recipes From the ‘50s and ‘60s: 103 Vintage Appetizers,
Dinners and Drinks Everyone Will Love” by Addie Gundry, a Food Network star. My grandson, Brayden,
10, loves this cake and I do, too! Enjoy with milk, coffee or a shot of whiskey. No judging here! And if you
choose Woodford Reserve Whiskey for your Whiskey Spice Cake you’re sure to have a winner on Derby Day!
INGREDIENTS
8 tablespoons, or one stick, softened butter; 3/4 cup sugar; 1/2 cup vegetable oil; 2 large eggs; 1 teaspoon
vanilla; 1/4 cup cinnamon-flavored whiskey, such as Fireball or Catch Fire; 1 1/2 cups flour; 1/4 cup of vanilla
pudding mix, from a 3.4-ounce box; 1 teaspoon baking powder; 1/4 teaspoon baking soda; 1/4 teaspoon salt;
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon; 1/4 cup chopped walnuts or pecans, optional
DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Generously grease a round cake pan or a loaf pan with cooking-oil spray.
Combine the butter and sugar in the bowl of a stand mixer or handheld electric mixer. Beat on low speed
for a minute or two, then increase the speed to medium. Beat for about three minutes, until light and fluffy.
Add the oil, eggs, vanilla and whiskey and beat on low speed. The mixture may look curdled, but that’s OK.
Add the flour, pudding mix, baking powder, baking soda, salt and cinnamon and beat on low speed to form a
smooth batter. Transfer to the pan and spread the batter evenly. Scatter the nuts on top, if using.
Bake on the middle rack for 50 to 60 minutes, rotating the pan from front to back halfway through, until a
toothpick inserted into the center of the cake comes out clean and the cake has begun to pull away from the
sides of the pan. Do not overbake. Allow to cool. Transfer to a cake stand and cut in triangle pieces if baked
in round pan or slices if baked in loaf pan.
A lovely dessert or nice afternoon snack! Enjoy!

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of
food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and
questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For
detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.
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SUNDAY, MAY 6
11:00am - 3:00pm | $2199
Big Hats & Big Appetites! Enjoy Derby delights such
as bourbon BBQ Glazed Ribs, spicy bourbon ham,
and bourbon bread pudding.

SUNDAY, MAY 13
10:00am - 9:00pm | $2699
Enjoy a delicious day out with Mom while
enjoying the delightful sounds of a live jazz band.

SUNDAY, MAY 20
11:00am - 3:00pm | $2199
No brunch is complete without bubbly!

Each Sunday
in May, enjoy
a delicious
take on the
classic brunch!

Progressive

SUNDAY, MAY 27
11:00am - 3:00pm | $2199
Treat yourself! Enjoy all you can eat sweet
treats along with other savory classic
brunch dishes.

PROGRESSIVE PAYDAY

$

DRAWING

40,000
GUARANTEED

$

200

THURSDAY, MAY 17
7:00pm - 9:00pm
15 winners will be selected to instantly win
$
50 SLOT DOLLARS.
Plus, have a chance to grab $200 up to
$
40,000 SLOT DOLLARS! If the grand prize is
not won, a GUARANTEED $50,000
Slot Dollars will be awarded on Saturday, June 30.
*Grand prize of $40,000 Slot Dollars assumes rollover from April drawing.
If previous month’s progressive prize is hit, top prize will be $10,000.
Must be 21 or older. Restrictions apply. Check-in begins at 6:00pm
on promotion day. Earn entries May 1 - 17. 100 points = 1 entry.
Receive one free entry during promotion.
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