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Labor Day Freedom Fest weekend concert headliner is Kellie Pickler
The 2nd annual Freedom Fest at the Lake con-

cert, to be held September 2, 2018, will 
feature Kellie Pickler, Diamond Rio, 
Danielle Bradbery and Mason Ramsey. 
The event will begin at 4:00 p.m. on the 
lake at the foot of Williams Boulevard 
and end with fireworks at approxi-
mately 9:30 p.m. following Pickler’s 
performance. Entry gates will open at 
3:00 p.m.

The event will begin with the national anthem 
being sung by Kenner’s-own Jenna Hunts. Mason 
Ramsey, known as “Yodel Boy,” an 11-year-old inter-

net sensation, will take the stage at 4:00 p.m. Ramsey 
was discovered when a foot-tapping vid-
eo of the “Yodel Boy” went 
viral and has since appeared 
on national televisions pro-
grams and performed at the 
Grand Ole Opry. Ramsey 
is the biggest little star 
in country music with his 
debut single, “Famous,” re-

vealing his crystal-clear, natural vocals. He will be 
followed at 5:00 p.m. by CMT Music Award nominee 
for Performance of the Year, Danielle Bradberry. Her 

newly released album, “I Don’t Believe We’ve Met” 
includes a feel-good, doo-wop flavored single “Sway” 

which hit number one on iTunes. Brad-
bery was the winner of season four of 
NBC’s “The Voice” and has toured with 
Blake Shelton, Brad Paisley, Miranda 
Lambert, Brett Eldredge and Thomas 
Rhett. Diamond Rio, an American coun-
try and Christian country music plati-
num-certified band that has earned four 

Group of the Year awards from the Country Music 
Association, two Top Vocal Group awards from the  
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Work on $1 billion airport terminal on track for February dedication
By Allan Katz

Officials at the Louis Armstrong 
New Orleans International Airport say the 
billion-dollar terminal on the north side of 
the airport property in the southwest part 
of the city of Kenner is now three-quarters 
complete and they are hopeful that the 
dedication of the new building will go for-
ward as scheduled for February 2019.

“There are some 800 workers on the 
site every day and they are now working in 
the interior of the terminal, completing the 
remaining tasks,” says Erin Burns, director 
of communication for the New Orleans 
Aviation Board that oversees the airport.

Among the tasks now being com-
pleted is the installation of terrazzo in the 
main pre-security section of the new ter-
minal on Levels 1, 2 and 3. Also underway 
is the installation of drywall in the main 
terminal. Interior painting has begun in 
some areas.

Workers are also installing mechani-
cal, electrical, plumbing and fire protec-
tions systems.

Some crews are polishing terrazzo 
in Concourse C with Concourse B next in 
line for polishing.
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“Yodel Boy”

Final finishes are being installed in the rotunda on Concourse C at  
the new Louis Armstrong New Orleans International North Terminal.  

Jet bridges can be seen outside from the rotunda windows.

Treasure Chest Casino 
celebrates 24th anniversary 
in Kenner, source of over $140 
million income to city

In its first year of operation, 24 years ago, Treasure Chest Casino paid the 
city of Kenner over $7 million. Since then, annual revenue to the city has ranged 
from $4.5 million to $7.9 million, totaling $140.6 million.

The current lease formula, originally adopted by the city council, calls for 
the city of Kenner to annually receive two percent of Treasure Chest’s net gaming 
proceeds, in addition to $2.50 per boarding passenger. Of that amount, the Kenner 
Police Department gets a full one percent of the net gaming proceeds, 24 percent 
of the second one percent net gaming proceeds and 24 percent of the passenger 
fees accounting for approximately 10 percent of the KPD’s budget. The city re-
ceives the 76 percent balance of the second one percent of net gaming proceeds 
along with 76 percent of the passenger fees.
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Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy 
has emerged as one of Louisiana’s most success-
ful open enrollment public charter schools. The 
school has earned an A rating from the Louisiana 
Department of Education for three consecutive 
years. When the school bell rang to start school this 
year, Discovery had 1,536 students registered at 
four locations with a waiting list of more than 700.

Beyond those numbers are plans for a 20-acre 
permanent campus in North Kenner at Vintage 
Drive and Loyola Avenue, funded by Louisiana-
backed bonds that are expected to be sold in Octo-
ber 2018 for an estimated $51.2 million. The school 
expects to have an enrollment of 2,050 students, 
kindergarten to 12th grade when the new campus 
expects to open its doors in 2020.

For this 2018-2019 school year, Discovery will 

Kenner’s Discovery 
School has 
enrollment of 1,536
By Allan Katz
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is in the 
midst of armoring the earthen lakefront levees that 
form the hurricane and storm perimeter defense 
system along Lake Pontchartrain in Jefferson Par-
ish. This risk reduction system of armoring levees 
consists of placing geo-textile material over the dirt 
in order to keep it in place. Armoring makes the le-
vees more robust and provides a level of resilience 
to them so that they will not erode or fail in the 
event they are overtopped. Armoring began after 
work to lift the levees from six to 18 inches along 
the East Jefferson lakefront from the St. Charles 

Progress being made 
with U.S. Army Corps 
armoring levees
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The Esplanade mall sold to new 
operator this summer, adds 
skating rink

In September of 2016, The 
Esplanade mall was sold to Pacific 
Retail Capital Partners who in turn 
in June 2018 sold the mall for $9.2 
million to Kohan Retail Investment 
Group, a company based out of Great 
Neck, New York.

Mike Kohan is president of the 
company that owns 24 other malls 
across the United States. The company’s website says it “sees the future of aging 
malls as a place of mixed use that is more than just for shopping. They are social 
settings where people interact with one another and small businesses can get 
a boost in a public and well-trafficked platform. Everyone has a need to build 
friendships and seek a community setting where entertainment, shopping, and 
food come together.”

Kohan has stated that malls can no longer depend solely on retail business 
and his company wants to attract local businesses, not just national chains, and 
entertainment venues to his company’s malls. “In The Esplanade we are trying 
to fill the empty spaces with more mixed-use to create traffic in the mall. We’ve 
already brought in four new tenants,” said Kohan. “We feel the mall belongs to 
the community and we want to have events that the community will enjoy. We 
also pay great attention to the smaller businesses as they are the backbone.”

DISCOVERY
HEALTH SCIENCES ACADEMY

2504 Maine Avenue, Metairie, LA 70003    
www.discoveryhsf.org  |  504-233-4720

KDHSA does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, national, or ethnic origin.

OPEN HOUSE DATES 
 January 12 - Grades 1 - 8

January 25 - Grades 9 & 10 

Openings in Pre-K, Kindergarten & 9th grade.

DEADliNE TO APPly: FEbrUAry 17

DISCOVER yOuR 
TALENTS

eX P LO r e
T H E  O P P O r T U N i T i E S

& aCHIeVe
S U C C E S S

During process of armoring, above, sprinklers will be 
turned on every day at 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.  
to make sure the new sod is well-established.
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{  One-on-one personal 
training in a PRIVATE facility.

{  Comprehensive one-on one 
evaluation including movement 
screening, diet, and lifestyle 
analysis. You will leave with 
a comprehensive customized 
program designed to fi t your goals.

{  Early morning & after work 
appointments available 

 See website for bio, classes & more info    Lovittlife.com

701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105   |  Metairie  | 615.8164  | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

MATT LOVITT 
Personal Trainer

WE OFFER

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of 
food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and 
questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For 
detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

The perfect after school snack or 
anytime snack you can prepare at home is a 
sheet pan of homemade granola! It’s perfect fi nger food or delicious when 
added to Greek yogurt. We even made “Lola Granola Bars” at foodieforone. 
Check out that recipe after you bake your own granola!

INGREDIENTS
2 cups oats; 1 cup sliced almonds; 1/2 cup chopped pecans; 1/2 cup raw 
honey; 1/4 cup vegetable oil; 1/2 teaspoon vanilla; 1 teaspoon cinnamon

DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Mix oats, almond and pecans in a bowl. In 
another bowl, mix honey, oil, vanilla and cinnamon and pour over dry mix. 
Stir well to coat. Spread evenly on sheet pan covered with parchment paper. 
Bake for 25 minutes, shuffl ing the pan around every 10 minutes. When golden 
brown in color, remove from oven and allow to cool completely. Store in an 
airtight container. This batch won’t last long!

anytime snack you can prepare at home is a 
sheet pan of homemade granola! It’s perfect fi nger food or delicious when 
added to Greek yogurt. We even made “Lola Granola Bars” at foodieforone. foodieforone. foodieforone
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KELLIE PICKLER ★ DIAMOND RIO ★ DANIELLE BRADBERY
“THE YODEL BOY” MASON RAMSEY ★ JENNA HUNTS

LAKETOWN

AT THE FOOT

OF WILLIAMS BLVD.

IN KENNER

SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 2

GATES OPEN AT 3:00 PM

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes  
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big Dipper, the 
North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to the moon and discover 
how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even though friends may live in different 
countries, we all share the same sky!

Big Bird’s 
Adventure

into the Deep
Saturday - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 32 minutes  Dive into the fascinating 
worlds of marine biology, underwater geology, and the history of deep-sea exploration. Journey 
to the “Lost City” and the RMS Titanic in the Atlantic, to the famed Galapagos “black smokers”, 
to the Challenger Deep, considered the lowest point of the Marina Trench in the Pacifi c. Observe 
bioluminescent life forms so strange looking; they could be straight out of science fi ction.

Fright Light
Saturday, Oct. 1 only - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 50 minutes  
There are no tricks, but plenty of treats in this “frightfully” entertaining laser light show! 
Back by popular demand, Fright Light is a “monster” of a show and promises to thrill 

audiences of all ages with a medley of fun Halloween themed tunes and laser animations. Musical selections 
include Thriller, Monster Mash, Men in Black, Purple People Eater, and Iron Man among many others.

Dream to Fly Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  
Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of fl ying. Tales of mythical dragon fl ights 
thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. Leonardo da 
Vinci stoked the dreams of fl ight with his fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned 
to look at nature for the secrets of fl ight. Open your audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas 
about fl ight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient impulse that has 
taken us from the ground to the stars.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join Us For An 
Experience That’s  

OUT OF THIS WORLD! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Schedule: 
 
 
 
 
 

Appointment Only: Tues-Fri       Schools/Camps/Groups 
Call 504-468-7231 for reservations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Public: Saturdays Only  
Box Office opens at 10:45 am 

 
One World, One Sky:  11:00 am   
Flying Monsters:  12:00 pm and 2:00 pm 
Laser Spirit:   1:00 pm 
Magic Tree House:  3:00 pm 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Admission: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E-mail HHUUhglorioso@kenner.la.usUUHH or call  
504-468-7231 for information and group rates.  
 
Adults      $6.00 per show  
Children/Seniors $5.00 per show 
 
           Multi-show packages available 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Children 2-12 years 
*Seniors 60 and over 
 
SHOW SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE! 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kenner Planetarium 2020 Fourth Street Kenner, Louisiana  70062 www.kenner.la.us 
504-468-7231 or 504-468-7211 

 

 
 

 

 

One World, One Sky: Big 
Bird’s Adventure 
 
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their 
friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu 
as they locate the Big Dipper, 
the North Star, and the Moon 
in the night sky.  Take an 
imaginary trip to the moon and 
discover how different it is 
from Earth.  Audiences will 
see that even though friends 
may live in different countries, 
we all share the same sky! 
 
 
 
 

Running time:  27 minutes 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
    

 
 
 

                              Presented by: 

 

National Geographic Entertainment’s Flying Monsters sets out to 
uncover the truth about the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a 
wingspan of approximately 40 feet and equal to that of a modern-day 
jet plane. Flying Monsters features one of the greatest mysteries in 
paleontology: how and why did pterosaurs fly? How did creatures the 
size of giraffes defy gravity and soar through prehistoric skies? 
 
Running time:  40 minutes 

 

  

Get into the “spirit” with a show full of the Red, White, and Blue!  From patriotic to pop, this 
show rocks to a wide selection of great music and will leave you beaming with American pride.   

 
Running Time:  40 minutes 

Magic Tree House:  Space Mission 
 
Based on the beloved Magic Tree 
House book series, Magic Tree 
House Space Mission launches the 
intrepid Jack and Annie on a fun-
filled journey to discover the secrets 
of the Sun, Moon, planets, space 
travel and more. Aligned with early 
elementary information skills-
learning objectives, this beautifully 
produced show is a winner with 
Magic Tree House fans of all ages. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Running time:  30 minutes   

 

 
   
 
          

         NEW 
SHOW! 

Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 47 minutes  
                           Get into the “spirit” with a show full of the Red, White, and Blue! From patriotic to pop, this 
show rocks to a wide selection of great music and will leave you beaming with American pride. Selections 
include Summon the Heroes, Santorini, a Beatles Medley, and many other familiar favorites!

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 700622020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  ★   Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show  ★  Children/Seniors, $5 per show   ★  Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us        show schedule subject to change

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  How many planets are there in our 
solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten, or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of 
objects that populate our solar system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step 
back to look at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

AND
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Bar & � i� 
� ive � ru Service!

Daiquiri Run on 61
266-2472• 4337 Airline Drive • Metairie

Daily lunch 
specials!

Happy Hour 
MON-FRI 11 AM TO 6 PM

Adam Pearce
Solo Acoustic Performance

Every First Saturday of the Month

SHOW STARTS AT 9PM

Sunday 

Gallon 

Specials 

 $19

Best Burgers in Town!

20.99Bud
Coors Lite
Bud Lite
Miller Lite

24 PACK 12 OZ.

SUITCASE

6.99

CAJUNLAND

20 Pack

18.
49

Long Neck Bottles
bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

TOP OFF YOUR TANK

PROPANE
SOLD BY THE GALLON
We’re your BOILING 

headquarters!

Monday - Thursday - 7 am - 6 pm  •  Friday and Saturday - 7 am - 7 pm
Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
      469-3503 • www.theicehousekenner.com

Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm
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Louisiana voters will determine fate of prison reform 
 By Jeff Crouere

Kenner’s Free-
dom Fest at the Lake 
is one great party. No 

one is better at putting together a great party than 
the good folks of South Louisiana. The Freedom 
Fest is a wonderful combination of people having 
a good time, great music and superb cuisine.

This year, we celebrate the Second Annual 
Freedom Fest at the Lake. Credit for developing 
the idea goes to Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn and his 
staff. Again, this year they are featuring some 
great country music stars. The Freedom Fest is 
staged on the Kenner lakefront which has enor-
mous potential for development. Combine a won-
derful venue on the shores of Lake Pontchartrain 
with concessionaires whose cuisine is delectable 
with a plethora of country music performers to 
assure a terrific show. Add to that an audience 
that loves to party and you have the makings of an 
unforgettable event.

As I have proudly noted before, I have some 

experience in studying the development, growth 
and institutionalization of South Louisiana musi-
cal festivals. In my days as a reporter and colum-
nist for The States-Item and the Times-Picayune 
I had a front row seat to watch the development 
of both Jazz Fest and the French Quarter Fes-
tival. Both started small but through excellent, 
imaginative management and high-quality perfor-
mances grew into international events that draw 
hundreds of thousands of fans from here and all 
over the world.

I am especially impressed by this year’s 
Freedom Fest lineup of country music stars. Per-
formers Kellie Pickler, Diamond Rio, Danielle 
Bradbery, Mason “Yodel Boy” Ramsey and Jenna 
Hunts have broad appeal for every sector of the 
diverse country music audience.

Last year, I thought Mayor Zahn and the or-
ganizers of the event did a fine job of bringing to-
gether a variety of unique concessionaires. There 
were some great Louisiana seafood dishes and a 
host of other delicious options. No South Louisi-

ana festival can succeed unless the food is just as 
good or better than the music.

I’m particularly looking forward to watching 
the performance of 11-year-old Mason Ramsey, 
an internet sensation. One of my fondest recol-
lections of the Jazz Fest is watching 10-year-old 
Harry Connick Jr. sing and play the piano. He was 
fantastic and it is no surprise that he has risen to 
become a super star. Will the same be in store for 
young Mason Ramsey? It’ll be fun to find out.

Co-sponsors include Mayor Zahn, Friends of 
Rivertown, Jefferson Parish Councilman Domi-
nick Impastato, Visit Kenner, Kenner TV, Treasure 
Chest Casino, Jefferson Parish Councilmen Paul 
Johnston and Mark Spears, Atlantis Partners LLC, 
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, BLD Services 
LLC, Louisiana Seafood, Cintas, Gulf Coast Bank 
and Trust, Tito’s Handmade Vodka, Southern Ea-
gle, United Rental and Air-Effects/Sky-Tracker of 
New Orleans. I also want to tip my hat to Treasure 
Chest Casino, returning as a major sponsor.

Councilman Impastato, who was previously 

a Kenner City council member, has seen the po-
tential of this event from the beginning. He points 
out that Kenner has a growing tourism industry 
with more than 3,000 hotel rooms with more com-
ing in the future. If Freedom Fest continues to 
grow as it should, it will in a couple more years 
be selling out all the hotel rooms in Kenner to 
visitors.

Freedom Fest has all the potential to be-
come a Kenner institution just as the Jazz Fest 
and French Quarter Festival have become New 
Orleans institutions. As soon as this year’s festival 
ends, the staff starts planning for next year.

For now, I hope the Freedom Fest at the 
Lake has become an institution on your calendar 
that you plan on attending each year. It is great 
fun and another reason to visit the city of Kenner. 
We all need to support it and enjoy it!   

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.

Attending Kenner’s Freedom Fest at the lake is a delight for the eyes, ears and palate
By Allan Katz

Political

Next year, Louisi-
ana Governor John Bel 
Edwards will face the 
voters for re-election. 

He will have to defend his performance on an array 
of issues, including the expansion of Medicaid, the 
increase of taxes and the controversial decision to re-
lease thousands of prisoners onto the streets of Loui-
siana.

The Justice Reinvestment Initiative was a col-
lection of ten bills passed by a bi-partisan coalition of 
legislators and signed by Governor Edwards last year. 
The goal was to reduce the incarceration rate and save 
money for the taxpayers of Louisiana.

The Edwards administration claims that the 
legislation led to $12.2 million in savings for Louisiana 
taxpayers. Also, with the release of almost 2,000 pris-
oners beginning last November, Louisiana is no longer 
the incarceration capital of the nation, that distinction 
now belongs to Oklahoma.

While supporters cite positive results from the 
legislation, in another respect, the controversial mea-
sure was a spectacular failure. As U.S. Senator John 
Kennedy (R-LA) noted, “Governor Edwards sells it as 
prison reform, I think the facts demonstrate that it’s 
prison release.” In addition, Kennedy claimed that the 
release occurred with “no hearing, no probation hear-
ing or parole hearing, they just let them out.”

Among the nearly 2,000 prisoners released in 
Louisiana, two have been accused of murder, Paul 
Jackson and Richard McClendon. If they are convicted, 
it will be hard to argue that the Justice Reinvestment 
Initiative was not only a shocking betrayal of the peo-
ple of Louisiana, but also a severe threat to their safety.

Undoubtedly, two Louisiana citizens would be 
alive today if not for this prisoner release legislation 
being enacted. It was always a concern of opponents of 
the legislation that the newly released prisoners would 
revert to their old habits and lifestyle of crime. Obvi-

ously, their anxieties were well-founded.
Politically, this development does not bode well 

for Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards. Voters do 
not like the prospect of violent criminals being re-
leased, whether it is for savings or to reduce our incar-
ceration rate.

For example, in the 1988 presidential race, Dem-
ocratic presidential nominee, Massachusetts Governor 
Michael Dukakis, was politically destroyed when voters 
across the country were informed about Willie Horton. 
He was a prisoner who received a “weekend furlough” 
in Massachusetts, a program supported by Dukakis to 
help cultivate inmate rehabilitation. Unfortunately, on 
furlough, Horton committed a variety of crimes includ-
ing rape, armed robbery and assault, before being cap-
tured in Maryland.

In this situation, the two individuals who were 
released in Louisiana both had extensive criminal his-
tories. Neither of them should have been allowed back 
on the streets to commit more crime.

It is already dangerous enough in the state of 
Louisiana, especially in the major urban areas like 
New Orleans, where another mass shooting took place 
on July 28. For the fifth time in the last six years, 10 
people or more people were murdered or injured in a 
single incident.

This incident took place on South Claiborne Av-
enue, one of the busiest thoroughfares in New Orleans. 
Two killers methodically chased Jeremiah Lee across 
Louisiana Avenue into a crowd that had gathered in a 
strip mall parking lot. At that point, the vicious mur-
derers, wearing gloves and hooded sweatshirts, opened 
fire, injuring seven people and killing three people, in-
cluding Lee.

According to police, the shooting was related 
to the notorious Central City gang, 3NG. Lee was af-
filiated with the gang, which is probably why he was 
targeted for execution. The tragedy reminded the resi-
dents of New Orleans once again that their city is one of 
the most violent urban areas in the country.

Due to the scourge of violence in New Orleans 
and other areas of the state, it is a dangerous gambit 
to release thousands of convicts from prisons, creating 
an even more hazardous situation for citizens already 
reeling from a high crime rate.

With such horrific results from the first prisoner 
release, Senator Kennedy urged Governor Edwards to 
convene a meeting of district attorneys and sheriffs to 
review the list of prisoners released “because if they 
don’t, they are going to keep getting people killed.”

Incredibly, about 25 percent of the inmates re-
leased statewide have been arrested again for criminal 
behavior. In Ascension, Assumption and St. James par-
ishes, 33 percent of the prisoners released early have 
returned to criminal behavior. All these victims could 
have been spared anguish if this legislation had never 
been enacted.

If properly applied, the program may have 
worked, but, in this situation, there was no evaluation 
by the probation and parole boards of the risk to public 
safety. To make matters worse, the programs suppos-
edly in place to work with high risk offenders were 
never launched.

Despite these failures, the governor and his ad-
ministration have staunchly defended this program. 
Fortunately, Senator Kennedy and other critics are 
shining a spotlight on what has happened. At this point, 
corrective action needs to be taken immediately be-
fore more innocent people are victimized or killed.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his 
award-winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs locally 
at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays on PBS 
affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 a.m. until 
11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 990 AM and 
www.Wgso.com. Crouere, a political columnist, is the au-
thor of “America’s Last Chance” and provides regular com-
mentaries on the Jeff Crouere YouTube channel and on www.
JeffCrouere.com. For more information, email Crouere at 
jeff@jeffcrouere.com..
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The 2nd annual 
Freedom Fest at the 
Lake is Sunday, Sep-
tember 2 in Laketown, 

and I hope everyone is making plans to attend this ex-
citing, free festival.

This Kenner event got off to a great start last year, 
and this year promises an even more impressive lineup 
of top country music stars, along with a wide variety of 
Louisiana cuisine, crafts and a play area for the kids.

Gates open at 3:00 p.m. Admission is free and 
parking is available for $5 at the Pontchartrain Center 

 
 
 
 
with free shuttles into the festival grounds. I want to 
remind anyone attending that for the safety and secu-
rity of our visitors we have added metal detectors before 
entering the festival. There were no security issues last 
year, but this is simply a smart idea that will benefit ev-
eryone at the Fest.

This event, which honors the workers in our coun-
try and also shows off the beautiful lakefront in our 
city, would not be possible without a generous group of 
sponsors. I want to thank all our major sponsors, among 
them Friends of Rivertown, Jefferson Parish Council-
man Dominick Impastato, Visit Kenner, Kenner TV, 

 
 
 
 
the Treasure Chest, Jefferson Parish Councilmen Paul 
Johnston and Mark Spears, Atlantic Partners, Ochsner 
Medical Center-Kenner, BLD Services LLC, Louisiana 
Seafood, Cintas, Gulf Coast and Bank, Tito’s Handmade 
Vodka, Southern Eagle, Air Effects/Sky-Tracker of New 
Orleans and United Rental.

The festival begins with the national anthem by 
Kenner singing star Jenna Hunts at 4:00 p.m. and fol-
lowed at 4:10 p.m. by internet and TV sensation Ma-
son Ramsey, the 11-year-old who recently became the 
youngest country performer in a generation to sign with 
a major record label.

Danielle Bradbery, the season 4 winner of “The 
Voice,” is next at 5:00 p.m., followed by Grammy-award 
winning Diamond Rio, named four different times as 
the “Group of the Year” by the Country Music Associa-
tion, next at 6:30 p.m.

The headliner is platinum country music star Kel-
lie Pickler, who first gained fame on “American Idol,” 
won the 2013 “Dancing With the Stars” competition and 
is co-host of the popular daytime show “Pickler & Ben.” 
She takes the stage at 8:15 p.m.

The perfect end to such an incredible festival is a 
firework show over Lake Pontchartrain.     

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at 468-
7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Free festival on the lake promises fun for all
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor

On Sunday, October 14, 2018, come out and 
help the Kenner Police Department and other lo-
cal law enforcement agencies give crime a going 
away party. Everyone is invited to the 18th an-
nual “National Night Out Against Crime Kick-Off 
Party” taking place at Lafreniere Park in Metai-
rie from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. There will be excit-
ing children’s entertainment activities including 
Laser Tag, giant human hamster balls, a GaGa 
ball pit, inflatable amusements and face paint-
ing; various crime fighting/law enforcement 
displays; demonstrations by law enforcement 
professionals such as a Coast Guard helicopter, 
K-9 and SWAT; a red beans and rice cook-off; live 
music by Karma; and great food – all free!

The kick-off party is a prelude to the 34th an-
nual “National Night Out Against Crime” which 

will be observed locally on the evening of Tues-
day, October 16, 2018.

Representatives in every area of law enforce-
ment will be at the kick-off party to talk with you. 
This is an excellent opportunity for people con-
sidering a career in law enforcement to have their 
questions answered by experts in the field and to 
find out what their jobs are all about. It’s also a 
great time for citizens and officials to interact 
and discuss important issues in our community. 
Through this event, you can learn about the many 
programs that are available to you, including the 
KPD Women’s Self Defense Program, the Kenner 
Citizens’ Police Academy and the KPD Commu-
nity Police Corps. Programs like these empower 
you to take a stand against crime and to help  

“National Night Out Against 
Crime” festivities set for October 
14 and 16 
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief

September 27th  7:45am - 9:45am
Fleur De Lily Cafe: 325 Williams Blvd.

Networking Breakfast

September 18th  11:30am - 1:00pm
Chateau Golf & Country Club: 2600 Chateau Blvd. 

Networking Information 
Contact Teresa Liuzza: 450-3253

Luncheon Information 
Contact Judy La Bella: 416-7637

September Luncheon
Guest Speaker: Mike Hoss of Hoss Communications

Police  Parran’s
PO-BOYS

                                 of Kenner

Family owned and operated since 1975

2321 West Esplanade 
between 

Power & Williams

M-Th 11-7:30    
Fri 11-8:30    
Sat 11-8

Come Take A Gravy Bath!
Dine In or 
Take Out
305-6422

www.parranspoboys.com
Parrans 1/8_0316.indd   1 2/27/16   9:30 AM

Greetings, friends 
and neighbors. Let me 
start by saying how 
honored I am to serve 

the residents of District 3 on the Kenner City Council. 
I hope the next four years will see much activity which 
will keep our district going in the right direction.

New businesses continue to invest in our commu-
nity as ribbon cuttings in District 3 have demonstrated 
in recent weeks. Regions Bank has built a beautiful 
full-service bank at 3525 Williams Boulevard. Right 
next door, Ideal Express has opened as a new smaller  

 
 
 
 
concept store at 3601 Williams Boulevard. Corey El-
barqa, operations manager, says Ideal Market owners 
have also expressed an interest in finding a location 
for a full grocery store within the city limits. Geloko Ice 
Cream and Cafeteria at 3712 Williams Boulevard is the 
second business that Mario Pereira and his partner, 
Geysa Coelho, have opened in the city. They also opened 
Therapeutic Massage six years ago, which is steps away 
from the ice cream shop.

Garcia’s Western Wear at 3901 Williams Boule-
vard opened after Jesus Ocampo and his wife, Honoria, 
noticed an influx of customers from Jefferson Parish 

 
 
 
 
visiting their flagship store in Houma. Their store spe-
cializes in exotic boots, work boots, cowboy boots and 
accessories.

It gives me a great deal of pride as a small business 
owner and elected official to see the positive direction 
the city is going in. The fact that existing business own-
ers feel confident in the leadership of the city to open 
additional businesses gives hope that many ribbon cut-
tings are in our future.

In working with Mayor Zahn and the Kenner In-
spection and Code Enforcement Department, multiple 
code sweeps in District 3 recently have culminated with 
an array of violations including abandoned vehicles, 
building maintenance, litter and grass citations in the 
4100 block of Alabama Avenue and the 4200 block of Ar-
izona Avenue. In the 4100 block of Georgia Avenue and 
the 4300 block of Idaho Avenue, over 56 violations were 
found including 10 abandoned vehicles, nine building 
maintenance issues, 11 citations for litter and debris 
and eight high grass and weeds warnings. Much appre-

ciation to the city of Kenner’s Inspection and Code En-
forcement Department for putting pressure on property 
owners who are not taking care of their responsibilities 
to help our neighborhoods look their best.

I would also like to take this opportunity to remind 
our residents of the continuing events at the Pontchar-
train Center right here in District 3. To see what is hap-
pening in September, visit www.pontchartraincenter.
com to find an event that is right for you!

In closing, please know that my assistant, Dari-
lyn Dauzat, and I are here to offer you public services 
in an efficient and effective manner. You have given us 
authority; we now owe you accountability! Please con-
tact me at my office, cell or home phone or by email at 
ghayes@kenner.la.us.

We are here for you – so let’s work together to 
make Kenner proud!     

Kenner District 3 Councilman Glenn W. Hayes, 
Sr.’s office is located at 1801 Williams Boulevard in 
Building B, Suite 300 in Kenner. Councilman Hayes 
can be reached at 468-7249, by cell at 382-8255, at home 
at 888-2713 or by email at district3@kenner.la.us. Fol-
low Councilman Hayes on Facebook @cityofkennerd3.

Exciting things are happening in Kenner’s District 3
By Glenn W. Hayes, Sr. – Kenner District 3 Councilman

 next page
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Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads

Learn Leadership Skills

Be A Confi dent Public Speaker

Improve Profi tability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

The Executive 
Achievers Association meets 

for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

September 13
at Copeland Towers Suite 

& Conference Center
2601 Severn Ave, Metairie

When your child 
returned on the first 
day of school, chances 
are they were wel-

comed by a high-quality, certified teacher. That’s be-
cause we cut teacher vacancies by more than half to 
start the school year.

We had 39 teacher vacancies on the first day 
of school and that number is falling every day. Last 
school year opened with 102 unfilled teacher posi-
tions. The real result of this is felt in the classroom. 
Around 2,000 additional kids began the year with a 
certified teacher instead of a substitute.

We worked tirelessly to begin the school year 
with a certified teacher in front of every child, be-
cause it is so critically important to student learning. 
Our goal was to be 100 percent staffed on day one. 
While we didn’t meet that mark, we greatly improved 
on last year’s staffing numbers.

This improvement is part of a “Quality from the 
Start” initiative we presented to principals during 
my 100-day entry plan. I collaborated with the JPPSS 
Human Resources Department and school leaders 
to place a skilled teacher in every classroom. We put 
a high priority on early hiring and providing schools 
with a pool of quality candidates.

I had conversations with many new teachers 
during my community meetings and far too many 
of them broke down in tears while sharing their 
concerns. We are going to support our new teachers 
with the resources they need to do best by kids. Our 
Human Resources Department welcomed 350 new 
educators with a two-day, instructionally-based in-
duction program in early August. We’ve also started 
Embark, which will provide new teachers with the 
professional development opportunities and support 
they need to improve instructional capacity and in-
crease their impact on students.

I’m thankful for the work of our Human  

Resources team and school principals to make this 
year’s success a reality. But it is only a start. Once we 
are able to do more for our teachers – like hopefully 
increasing our pay over the next year – that number 
should be zero as we start next school year. We have 
50,000 reasons to be excited about where we are 
headed. The best is yet to come for Jefferson Parish 
Public Schools.     

Dr. Cade Brumley is superintendent of the Jef-
ferson Parish Public School System, the largest and 
most diverse district in Louisiana, serving over 
48,000 students. Dr. Brumley is a true product of the 
public school system, educated in Louisiana public 
schools and spending his entire career serving chil-
dren and families as a public school employee. Fol-
low Dr. Brumley on Twitter at @cadebrumley.

Push for new teachers benefits thousands of additional kids
By Cade Brumley – Jefferson Parish Public School System Superintendent

Jefferson Parish Public School System Superin-
tendent Dr. Cade Brumley will continue his conversa-
tions with educators and the community by hosting 
nine Discovery Days across the parish this school year. 
The first is set for Allen Ellender School on Monday, 
August 27, 2018.

Discovery Days are a way for Dr. Brumley to stay 
connected with the communities he serves as super-
intendent of the largest school system in Louisiana. 
Each Discovery Day begins with a community coffee 
chat from 8:00 a.m. to 9 a.m. and ends with a town hall 

 
 
 
meeting from 5:00 p.m. to 6 p.m.

“Something we heard time and time again from 
the community during our coffee chats and town halls 
in the spring was how much they valued this open line 
of communication with their superintendent,” said 
Dr. Brumley. “It was a no-brainer to make these Dis-
covery Days a regular event. Not only do I value the 
opinions of our community, but we need everyone’s 
input to achieve our goal of improving outcomes for 
all students. This work is too big and too important 
to do alone.”

The coffee chats and town halls bookend days 
Dr. Brumley will spend at a different school getting to 
know students, educators and families. Schools were 
drawn at random by each Jefferson Parish school 
board member. Each Discovery Day begins with coffee, 
followed by a learning-walk around the school, a meet-
ing with that school’s principal, lunch with students, 
a meeting with faculty after school and a town hall 
meeting that evening.

Community members are invited to the coffee 
chats and town halls to share their thoughts on the 
five questions listed below.

What are our strengths?
What are our challenges?
What should we start doing?
What should we stop doing?
What is possible?
Dr. Brumley originally hosted a Discovery Day in 

all nine JPPSS districts as part of his 100-day entry 
plan. 

JPPSS announces 2018-2019 “Discovery Days” schedule

MONDAY, AUGUST 27
District 3

Allen Ellender School
4501 Ames Blvd.

Marrero
Coffee Location

Estelle Playground
5801 Leo Kerner Pkwy

Marrero
Town Hall Location

Allen Ellender School

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 
27

District 6
Bridgedale Elementary

808 Zinna St.
Metairie

Coffee Location
TBD

Town Hall Location
Bridgedale Elementary

MONDAY, OCTOBER 15
District 1

William Hart Elementary
2001 Hancock St.

Gretna
Coffee Location

TBD
Town Hall Location

William Hart Elementary

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12
District 9

Roosevelt Middle
3315 Maine Ave.

Kenner
Coffee Location

TBD
Town Hall Location
Roosevelt Middle

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11
District 4

Riverdale High
240 Riverdale Dr.

Jefferson
Coffee Location

TBD
Town Hall Location

Riverdale High

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 
16

District 5
G.T. Woods Elementary

1037 31 St.
Kenner

Coffee Location
TBD

Town Hall Location
G.T. Woods Elementary

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12
District 2

St. Ville Elementary
1121 Pailet Avenue

Harvey
Coffee Location

TBD
Town Hall Location
St. Ville Elementary

TUESDAY, MARCH 19
District 8

Bissonet Plaza Elementary
6818 Kawanee Drive

Metairie
Coffee Location

TBD
Town Hall Location

Bissonet Plaza Elementary

TUESDAY, APRIL 16
District 7

Hazel Park/Hilda Knoff 
Elementary

8809 Jefferson Hwy.
River Ridge

Coffee Location
TBD

Town Hall Location
Hazel Park/Hilda Knoff  

Elementary  

others do the same.
You can help us celebrate the 34th annual 

“National Night Out Against Crime” on Tuesday, 
October 16, 2018, in a variety of ways, such as 
having a block party, a cookout, flashlight walks 
or by sitting on your front porch with your lights 
on – a symbol that has become a tradition over 
the years. Your participation will have a posi-
tive impact on your neighborhood and will help 
increase crime prevention awareness through-
out the streets of Kenner. The “National Night 
Out Against Crime” is a great first step in start-
ing your own neighborhood watch group. It’s an 
event that started in 1984 with 2.5 million people 
in 23 states and has now grown to include over 37 
million people in over 15,000 communities from 
all 50 states, U.S. territories, Canadian cities and 
military bases worldwide.

If you are interested in learning more about 
the kick-off party, registering your block party for 

“National Night Out Against Crime” or starting a 
neighborhood watch group in Kenner, contact 
the KPD Community Relations Division at 712-

2294 or nguggenheim@kennerpd.com. For more 
information on the “National Night Out Against 
Crime” please visit https://natw.org.

Additionally, on behalf of the members of 
the Kenner Police Department, I wish to thank 
all citizens and businesses for their kind food 
donations and expressions of support in recent 
weeks in response to the difficulties and trage-
dies experienced by the law enforcement com-
munity as a whole. All KPD members appre-
ciate the generosity and kindness expressed 
by the people of Kenner in these challenging 
times. Your positive encouragement for our 
members makes the law enforcement profes-
sion even more rewarding today.   

Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached 
by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner 
Police Department website at www.kennerpd.
com. Download the free Kenner Police Depart-
ment mobile app for both Apple and Android de-
vices and access the Kenner Police Department 
Facebook and Twitter pages for the latest up-
dated crime, traffic and other law enforcement-
related information.

Glaser
 from previous page

2018-2019 DISCOVERY DAYS SCHEDULE
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Kenner Inspection and Code Enforcement De-
partment inspectors discovered 283 violations during 
three recent code sweeps that focused on areas within 
Kenner District 1 and District 3 in the city.

The three sweeps covered the 2600 and 2700 
blocks of Albany, Acron and Tupelo streets, the 2600 
and 2700 blocks of Helena, Dawson and Augusta streets 
and the 4100 block of Alabama Avenue and the 4200 
block of Arizona Avenue.

The code sweep of the 2600 and 2700 blocks of Al-
bany, Acron and Tupelo uncovered violations including 
22 abandoned vehicles, 14 addresses required, six build-
ing maintenance required, seven soffit or fascia issues, 
10 cases of high weeds, 12 instances of litter or debris, 
one repair or demolition required, one case of stagnant 
water and mosquitoes and three cars parked on grass.

The code sweep of the 2600 and 2700 blocks of 

Helena, Dawson and Augusta uncovered a total of 186 
violations including 25 abandoned vehicles, 11 address-
es required, eight cases of abandoned refrigeration, 
seven cases of boarding required, four building permits 
required, 13 building maintenance required, 20 soffit 
or fascia issues, 12 cases of fences needing repair, 25 
cases of high grass or weeds, 31 cases of litter or debris, 
one repair or demolition required, one case of stagnant 
water or mosquitoes, ten unsafe electrical conditions, 
three cases of vermin or rodent proofing required and 
two cases of windows, doors or screens needing repair.

The code sweep of the 4100 block of Alabama and 
the 4200 block of Arizona uncovered the violations of 
seven abandoned vehicles, two addresses required, one 
building maintenance required, three soffit or fascia is-
sues, two fences needing repair, one garbage can viola-
tion, two cases of high grass or weeds, two cases of litter 

or debris, one oversized vehicle, one repair or demoli-
tion required and four unsafe electrical conditions.

Owners of the properties are notified by warning 
or summonses, depending on the violation, and aban-
doned vehicles are tagged to be towed if not removed or 
brought into compliance within a period of time. Prop-
erty owners appear in court and are ordered to comply 
with the city’s code laws. Violators can face both fines 
and court costs. Even if violators come into compliance, 
they are placed on probation and can be recharged un-
der the original offense if there is a repeat violation.

Kenner District 1 Councilman Gregory Carroll 
said addressing blight in the district is important and 
beneficial to everyone. “With the help of our code en-
forcement department, residents, property owners 
and businesses, the work to eliminate blight – both in 
District 1 and throughout Kenner – will continue,” said 

Carroll. “I am pleased with the residents’ attentiveness, 
partnership and ongoing support in making Kenner a 
safe and blight-free city.”

Kenner District 3 Councilman Glenn Hayes Sr., 
who took office on July 1, said he wanted to assure resi-
dents that he is not willing to tolerate any blight in the 
district. “Blight doesn’t just affect one area, but impacts 
the entire district and the entire city,” Hayes said. “By 
aggressively fighting blight, we increase the chances of 
attracting new residents and businesses.”

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn agreed and said a team 
approach is the best way to continue the ongoing battle 
against blight in Kenner. “That team includes our resi-
dents, all of the council members, Kenner Police Chief 
Mike Glaser and the code enforcement department,” 
Zahn said. “As one, we can truly make a difference in 
our city.”    

Kenner Inspectors find 283 violations during code sweeps in August

The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library 
will conduct its semi-annual “Big Book Sale” start-
ing Thursday, October 18 through Sunday, October 
21, 2018, at the Pontchartrain Center located at 4545 
Williams Boulevard at the lake in Kenner.

Hours are 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Thursday 
through Saturday and noon until 5:00 p.m. on Sunday.

More than 55,000 used books, puzzles, DVDs, 
CDs, videotapes, music tapes and vinyl records will 
be offered for sale.

The sale includes fiction and nonfiction books 
such as collectibles, art, travel, history, military and 
Civil War books.

Cash, debit cards and major credit – Visa, Mas-

terCard and Discover – will be accepted. Checks no 
longer are accepted. Admission is free and parking 
is plentiful. All proceeds from the sale benefit the 
Jefferson Parish Library.

The Friends of the Jefferson Public Library is 
an independent, nonprofit organization that sup-
ports the Jefferson Parish Library by promoting 

library awareness, providing needed unbudgeted 
items for all its branches through fundraising and 
participating in literacy programs. During the past 
two decades, the organization has donated more 
than $1 million to the library system. For more infor-
mation visit http://friendsofjeffersonlibrary.org, call 
455-2665 or email friendsjpl@yahoo.com.   

Friends of the Jefferson Public Library announce fall “Big Book Sale”
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Sat 11-8

Come Take A Gravy Bath!
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305-6422
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Community
The eighth annual Kenner Wine and Food Event 

is being held at the Chateau Golf and Country Club on 
Thursday, October 18, 2018, and will offer more than 
100 types of wine and cuisine from over 25 different res-
taurants in the New Orleans area. The event is open to 
the public and will be held from 6:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. 
Tickets before the event are $85 and available online at 
www.chateaugcc.com or from Chateau Country Club’s 
main office and are $95 at the door. Chateau members 
can receive a $5 discount on up to four admission tick-
ets per account.

“Every year we select a charity to make a donation 
to and try to give back to different facets of our commu-
nity,” said Michelle Swanner Yenni, general manager of 
Chateau Golf and Country Club. “Supporting local busi-

nesses and our community is and always has been the 
main goal of our event. The fact that it is an event with 
amazing food and incredible wines makes it even better. 
One of the unique aspects of our event is that our guests 
have the opportunity to purchase the wines they enjoy 
the most at a special discounted price.”

Last year’s successful event raised over $30,000 
for the Louisiana Hospitality Foundation. The Gleason 
Foundation and ALS Research and Raintree Children 
and Family Services have benefitted from previous 
year’s events.

Among the restaurants who have participated in 
the past are Acme Oyster House, Arnaud’s Restaurant, 
Bravo!, Brisbi’s Lakefront Restaurant and Bar, Café Du 
Monde, Casa Garcia Mexican Restaurant, Chateau Golf 

and Country Club, Chilengo’s Seafood Restaurant, Co-
peland’s of New Orleans, Deanie’s Seafood, Desi Vega’s 
Steakhouse, Drago’s Seafood Restaurant, Galatoire’s 
Restaurant, Gambino’s Bakery, Heritage Grill, Messina’s 
Catering and Events, Mr. Ed’s Restaurant, Mr. John’s 
Steakhouse, Pascal Manale’s Restaurant, Perrone 
and Sons, Restaurant Cypress, Revolutionary Catering, 
Royal Palm, Tastee Donuts and Zea Rotisserie and Grill 
and more. Yenni said they are adding a new area with 
several local beers provided by Porch and Patio Beer 
and Wine Garden which has just opened in Rivertown.

“The band, Groovy 7, will play and the event, which 
is dressy casual, will again be held poolside,” said Yen-
ni. “Guests will be able to take fun group photos, drink, 
dance and participate in raffles, all for a good cause.”

Over 100 wines are expected to be served during 
the event. Wines available in previous years included 
Caymus, Meiomi, Jordan, Silver Oak, Ruffino, G.H. 
Mumm, Franciscan, La Crema, Sonoma Cutrer, Perrier 
Jouet, Justin and Fess Parker among others from local 
distributors.

This charitable gala has sold out each year so 
Nicoll’s Limousines is offering shuttle bus rides from 
additional parking at the old Rouse’s parking lot on 
the corner of Chateau Boulevard and West Esplanade 
Avenue.

For more information call 467-1351. Chateau Golf 
and Country Club is located at 3600 Chateau Boulevard 
in Kenner.    

Eighth annual charity Kenner Wine and Food Event to be held in October

Submit an anonymous tip directly to the 
Kenner Police Department about Criminal 
/ Drug Activity, a Wanted Subject, or Other 
Types of Suspicious incidents in your 
Community       Go to www.kennerpd.com

Download the Kenner Police Department’s Mobile App, 
which is a FREE download for Apple or Android available 
through your devise app store by searching for the Kenner 
Police Department.   Crime tips can also be submitted 
through the Mobile App.  Kenner Police Department website: 

http://www.kennerpd.com
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200 W. Esplanade Ave  ❘  Kenner, LA 70065

At Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner, stroke care 
begins with treating the life-threatening condition 
quickly in order to ensure all patients who qualify 
receive state-of-the-art intervention.

Ochsner Health System treats the following stroke 
conditions:

• Ischemic stroke

• Hemorrhagic stroke

• Intracerebral hemorrhage
(ICH)

people will have a stroke in their lifetime

•

Subarachnoid hemorrhage 
(SAH)

•

Stroke rehabilitation

•

Stroke prevention

Call 504-464-8588 to schedule an  
appointment with one of our specialists.

Expert stroke care 
for our community.

1in 6

Ochsner Medical Center – Kenner is 
recognized by the Joint Commission 
for demonstrating the greatest level of 
commitment to the care of stroke 
patients through its Advanced Certification 
for Primary Stroke Centers.

What to consider when choosing 
a beneficiary
By Marie M. Clesi

It’s simple: Fill 
in the blank on the ac-

count application and you’ve named a beneficiary. But 
don’t write off the task as unimportant. Naming the 
right person to receive the proceeds of an account is 
an important decision that could have long-ranging ef-
fects on your loved ones.
Why it’s important

Certain accounts ask you to name a beneficiary, 
such as life insurance policies, pension plans and re-
tirement accounts. Upon your death, proceeds from 
these accounts will typically go directly to the benefi-
ciaries and bypass probate, which helps your beneficia-
ries avoid some red tape.
What to consider

Age: Most insurance companies, pension manag-
ers and retirement accounts will not pay benefits to 
someone under age 18. A better option is to create a 
trust for the minor and name a trustee to manage the 
account until the child reaches the age you specify in 
the trust.

Ability to manage money: If your beneficiary is 
not able to manage money, name a trustee to invest 
and disburse funds on his or her behalf.

Contingency: Name a secondary beneficiary so 
that if your first beneficiary dies before you, the ac-
count proceeds pass directly to the secondary benefi-
ciary without probate.

Options: Your beneficiary can be a spouse, 
child or other individual(s); a trust; a charity or 
organization. If you don’t specify a beneficiary, your 
assets will go into your estate and be distributed ac-
cording to your will.
Don’t “set it and forget it”

Regardless of what you’ve specified in your will, 
assets that have beneficiary designations will pass as 
provided in those designations, and not how they’re set 
out in your will. It’s rarely recommended to name your 
estate as a beneficiary, since doing so means those as-
sets will pass via probate.

Because so many things change throughout life, 
review your beneficiary designations every few years – 
and always after a life event such as a marriage, the 
birth of a child, adoption, divorce, remarriage or death 

– to make sure they’re current. Otherwise, you risk leav-
ing the proceeds to an ex-spouse or someone who has 
died before you.

Get specific information about beneficiaries from 
a legal or tax advisor and your insurance agent.  

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance 
Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a select State 
Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Casualty Underwrit-
er (CPCU) providing auto, home, renters, life and health 
insurance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is lo-
cated at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi 
can be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@state-
farm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net. Nei-
ther State Farm nor its agents provide tax or legal advice.

Finance

Just this past year, 
we’ve seen natural di-

sasters in Texas, California, Florida and Puerto Rico – and 
looking back even further, it’s not hard to spot other traumas 
in virtually every part of the country. Whether it’s a tornado, 
hurricane, flood or wildfire, you may be at least potentially 
susceptible to a weather-related event that could threaten 
your physical – and financial – well-being. How can you pro-
tect yourself?

As far as your physical safety is concerned, you’re prob-
ably already aware of the steps you need to take to shield 
yourself and your family. And now that many alerts can be 
sent directly to your smartphone, you’ve got an even better 
chance to prepare for an approaching threat. But when it 
comes to safeguarding your financial situation, you’ll need to 
be ready well in advance – and the following moves can help:

Strengthen your home. Your home is probably your 
biggest asset, so you’ll want to do everything you can to 
keep it safe. In the face of a truly calamitous event, such as 
hundred-mile-per-hour winds or the advance of uncontrol-
lable fire, there may not be much you can do, but in less dire 
circumstances, your actions can help. Your insurance profes-
sional can offer tips on protecting your residence.

Maintain sufficient insurance. It’s a good idea to 
review your existing homeowners or renter’s insurance pe-
riodically to make sure you are sufficiently covered for all 
possible hazards. Keep in mind that homeowners insurance 
does not typically cover flooding, so you may need to pur-
chase flood insurance from the National Flood Insurance 
Program. (Depending on where you live, this coverage may 
be required when you get your mortgage.) Also, in conjunc-
tion with maintaining your insurance, you should document 

your possessions, so you may want to make a video inventory 
as well as a written list containing descriptions and values.

Create an emergency fund. A natural disaster can 
lead to a wide array of unanticipated costs such as appliance 
repair or replacement, hotel and restaurant bills, insurance 
deductibles – the list could go on and on. Consequently, 
you’ll help protect yourself and your family by building an 
emergency fund. Some of this money should go into a liq-
uid, low-risk account, but you may also want to keep a small 
amount of cash at home in a safe place, as ATMs and credit 
cards may not work during or following a disaster, when you 
must purchase needed supplies.

Protect your documents. As you go through life, 
you’ll accumulate a lot of documents – mortgage papers, in-
surance policies, financial accounts, tax statements and so 
on. If disaster strikes, you may need these documents. You’ll 
want to store paper copies in a fireproof and waterproof box 
or safe at home, in a bank safety deposit box or with a rela-
tive or close friend. Of course, we’re now living in a digital 
age, so you can store electronic copies of important docu-
ments in a password-protected format on a removable flash 
or external hard drive. Better yet, you might want to use a 
secure cloud-based service.

With luck, you can avoid being victimized by a natural 
disaster. But, as the old saying goes  “Hope for the best and 
prepare for the worst.” From a financial perspective, that’s 
good advice.  

Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor with Ed-
ward Jones. Wilson’s office is located in Lakeside Shopping Cen-
ter, 3301 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 205 in Metairie. Wilson can 
be reached at 831-3499 or Christina.Wilson@edwardjones.com.

Be financially prepared for 
natural disasters 
By Christina Sulli Wilson
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 465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

Lacy Eddins             
Lacy is a native of Houma and graduated 
from Aveda Institute New Orleans in 2015. 
Lacy joined the staff at Georgy’s in 2017 and 
has since worked her way from assistant to 
Design Level One Stylist. After graduating 
from Aveda, she has continued her education 
in haircutting, Aveda and Joico color, Kerating 
smoothing treatments and twisted fringe hair 
extensions. Lacy also has a passion for makeup 
and enjoys utilizing waxing procedures.
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Some say hard work is a lost art.
I don’t think so.

Somewhere along the line someone decided that 
cutting corners was good business. That may play on 
Wall Street, but it doesn’t play at DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE 
- locally and family owned since 1975.

We work harder!  We work smarter!  We get it right the fi rst 
time, so our customers don’t waste their time. 
Some people say this might be a lost art, but when we see our customers again, it 
will be because we went the extra mile, not because we cut corners.

Some say hard work is a lost art.
I don’t think so.
Some say hard work is a lost art.
I don’t think so.

Do you use melatonin to sleep better at night? 
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

Melatonin is a 
hormone found in all hu-
mans. It helps regulate 
the circadian rhythm. 

Melatonin is produced by the pineal gland in the brain 
which is about the size of a pea and is located in the cen-
ter of the brain. The production of melatonin by the pineal 
gland is under the influence of the suprachiasmatic nucle-
us of the hypothalamus (SCN) which receives information 
from the retina (part of the eye) about the daily pattern of 
light and darkness.

Normally, the production of melatonin is inhibited 
by light and permitted by darkness. For this reason, mela-
tonin has been called the hormone of darkness. The secre-
tion of melatonin peaks in the middle of the night and 
gradually falls during the second half of the night. Even 
low light levels can diminish melatonin production to 
some extent.

The human body produces its own melatonin 
starting two hours before bedtime, provided the light-
ing is dim. This natural action is known as “dim light 
melatonin onset” (DLMO) and helps keep the body on 

a regular sleep-wake schedule.
Researchers have not yet determined which dose 

of melatonin is most effective. Melatonin at a lower dose 
may work better than a high dose. It has been studied at 
doses ranging from 0.3 milligrams to 10 milligrams. A small 

“physiological dose” of about 0.3 mg closely resembles the 
level of your body’s natural melatonin production. In terms 
of using melatonin, more does not necessarily equal to bet-
ter results. Larger doses of melatonin cause the melatonin 
in your blood to peak at a much higher level which can 
ultimately have an opposite effect and lead to more awake 
state during the night.

Many studies have shown that instead of the dose of 
melatonin, the timing may be more important. The most 
effective time to take melatonin is different for everyone 
and can vary depending on your sleep problem. Generally 
speaking, it gives more benefit to take melatonin four to six 
hours before your scheduled bedtime.

The effects of long-term use have not been studied 
and are not known. No serious side effects have been  
linked to melatonin use. However, one thing to keep in 
mind is that melatonin may be unsafe when combined 
with other medications including those prescribed for 
mental health disorders.

If you suspect you have a sleep disorder, such as in-
somnia or a circadian rhythm sleep disorder, a board-certi-
fied sleep physician can determine what treatment is right 
for you. Always remember, along with medicines we must 
also change our daily routine to achieve best quality sleep.

Follow the tips listed below to establish healthy 
sleep habits.

•  Keep a consistent sleep schedule. Get up at the same 
time every day, even on weekends or during vacations.

•  Set a bedtime that is early enough for you to get at 
least seven hours of sleep.

•  Don’t go to bed unless you are sleepy. If you don’t fall 
asleep after 20 minutes, get out of bed.

•  Establish a relaxing bedtime routine.
• Use your bed only for sleep and sex.
•  Make your bedroom quiet and relaxing. Keep the 

room at a comfortable, cool temperature.
•  Limit exposure to bright light in the evenings.
•  Turn off electronic devices at least 30 minutes before 

bedtime.
•  Don’t eat a large meal before bedtime. If you are hun-

gry at night, eat a light, healthy snack.
•   Exercise regularly and maintain a healthy diet.
•  Avoid consuming caffeine in the late afternoon or eve-

ning.
•  Avoid consuming alcohol before bedtime.
•  Reduce your fluid intake before bedtime.    

Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D., a Louisiana na-
tive, is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist and board-
certified sleep medicine physician who received his 
undergraduate degree at LSU-Shreveport, completed his 
residency at LSU-HSC in New Orleans and fellowship in 
sleep medicine at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr. Cheema is the medi-
cal director at Sleep Center of New Orleans (SCONO), lo-
cated at 4232 Williams Boulevard, Suite 108, in Kenner, 
the first of its kind accredited by the American Acad-
emy of Sleep Medicine (AASM) for treating children and 
adults with any of sleep-related conditions. Dr. Cheema is 
board certified in family medicine and sleep medicine by 
the American Board of Family Medicine and currently 
practices pediatric/adult sleep medicine in the metro 
New Orleans area. To schedule an appointment, call the 
Sleep Center at 405-5582 or visit the websites, www.mysco-
no.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.   

When it comes to 
our body, ranges in flex-
ibility bring some areas 
a greater potential for 

injury. The hips are a major support area of the body and 
therefore many other tissues, tendons and bones play a 
part in the hips’ resistance to friction, support from the 
muscles and spine and also poor body mechanics. The 
ligaments, muscles and cartilage that gives the hip joint its 
support are prone to injury and the eventual degeneration 
of the body’s wear and tear that increases through aging.

In an injury-free hip joint there’s adequate cartilage 
to cushion the shock of friction. Good posture and strong 
muscles help balance and transition the weight which 
bears on the hips during rest and activity. Bad posture can 
turn healthy hip joints into a progressively painful area if 
left incorrected and ill-supported.

The muscles supporting the hip joint can cease in 
providing full support to the area especially when posture 
and the spine are held incorrectly. Muscles lose their abil-
ity to help the hip joint as the pelvis gradually shifts by over-
rotating or under-rotating its pelvis bones and affecting the 
hips supporting structure.

Arthritis is common in the hip joints the more we age, 
but it also develops in earlier stages through injury and the 
amounts of stress exerted by performing certain motions 
or tasks repetitively over periods of time. While there’s risk 
factors such as older age, obesity and certain occupations 
requiring unique tasks and genetics, generally a well-kept 
lifestyle of moderate routine exercise and healthy weight 
can decrease the likelihood of arthritis or at least in the 

amount and age it you could feel symptoms start to develop.
Another common injury of the hip joints is bursitis – 

an inflammation of the bursae sacs cushioning the bones, 
tendons and muscles near the joint. Bursitis develops 
when these bursae become inflamed, mostly from condi-
tions causing arthritis such as repetitive or extensive mo-
tions where only the bursae is the area being affected. In-
flammatory arthritis, gout and infection can lead to bursae 
inflammation, so it’s crucial to keep your body in check for 
providing the support and care it routinely needs. Bursitis 
differs from arthritis in that it’s a condition that’s curable 
and usually lasts for a temporary time such as a few weeks 
if proper treatment is received.

Stretching before any activity and even as a daily 
prevention method is a great way to prepare your body for 
the protection and support of the joints. Any pain or stiff-
ness that remains over time is an indicator that you should 
make an appointment with a doctor or seek the help of 
a physical therapist before any condition should develop 
that compromises treatment time and the levels of pain 
and lasting injury.    

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president 
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 
3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other 
locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin 
graduated from LSU Medical School Department of 
Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. 
The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports 
Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@
gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com. 
Alexandra Goodwin is co-author and contributing 
writer to the Kenner Orthopedic column.

The importance of hip stability 
By Craig Goodwin
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We’re more than just a great rate

Bank-issued, FDIC-insured
Minimum deposit

APY*

Christina S Wilson
Financial Advisor
.

Lakeside Shopping Center
3301 Veterans Blvd Suite 205
Metairie, LA 70002
504-831-3499

2.35$1,000

1-year

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 07/25/2018. CDs offered by Edward Jones are
bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid)
per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose
principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not
be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest
and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks
and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust
Corp. (DTC).
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We are in an in-
credible time for the 
stock market. Just 
about everything is up 

and the future looks bright.
Unfortunately, a lot of the growth has been con-

centrated in four names –  Facebook, Amazon, Netflix 
and Google. Although it is possible that these compa-
nies will continue to grow, their sheer size makes fur-
ther rapid growth unlikely.

These stock valuations imply that the market 
expects continued profitable rapid growth. In the 
meantime, their business models are beginning to face 
serious challenges.

Facebook is likely in the most danger of a serious 
and perhaps permanent correction. The allegations 
of meddling in elections have put the company under 
regulatory scrutiny. Their response to privacy concerns 
was less than inspiring and their attempts to limit polit-
ical speech may cause constitutional challenges. There 
is also a perception that Facebook is for older people, 
that is those over 25. If Facebook loses the “cool” factor, 
continued growth could be difficult. In addition, the 
Facebook model of daily engagement can be annoying, 
and since Netflix, YouTube, Twitter and others are also 
crowding the daily engagement space, the possibility 
of slow or no growth is real. If this occurs, the stock 
price will fall to reflect actual earnings, not a multiple 
on expected earnings in the future.

Google is also challenged, but for different rea-
sons. Google has achieved what economists call a 
monosopony. This is your new word for today and it 

 
 
 
 
means a market with a single buyer. Many companies 
wish to be noticed, but Google search is effectively 
the only buyer of the vast amount of information that 
wants access to the web. This market power allows 
Google to favor companies that pay Google for posi-
tions in searches.

While this is a wonderful way for Google to make 
money, it has already attracted the attention of the 
European anti-trust regulators and resulted in a big 
fine. Google’s earnings were so strong that the fine 
was a speed bump and not a real problem. When the 
Europeans realize that Google continues to vacuum up 
information and increase their market power, it is rea-
sonable to expect that the next government move will 
be to impose restrictions on Google. (Remember the 
government forced Microsoft to change its business 
model.) The regulatory threat is real and could cause 
the company to restructure.

Netflix is vulnerable to shifts in viewer taste and 
competition. When Netflix launched, it simply mar-
keted other people’s movies and shows. The business 
model was simple. There were very low and variable 
cost of goods sold and a nearly free cost for each ad-
ditional sale, resulting in a large profit for the company. 
However, Netflix is now both a distributor and a con-
tent producer, which gives them some unique movies 
to sell, but it also puts them in the boom or bust movie 
production business. Netflix also faces a lot of competi-
tion from companies like Amazon that want to do the 
same thing.

Finally, Amazon, the “everything” company, 
would like to sell consumers everything that they buy 

or watch. This has led to growth but also a big increase 
in fixed costs. A less expansive company could avoid 
the warehouse expenses and instead use a direct-from-
manufacturer shipping model to undercut Amazon. 
Amazon’s sheer size has already resulted in changes in 
U.S. tax laws to require online sellers to collect local 
sales tax. Other government changes could seriously 
challenge the business model.

You may think that none of this matters to you 
as you do not own any big tech stocks. If, however, you 
have mutual funds, you probably do own these stocks. 
It is important to check and be sure that what you think 
is a diversified mutual fund is not heavily concentrated 
in these four companies. I was recently surprised to 
find that a fund supposedly targeting mid-sized com-
panies has significant investments in these tech giants.

The advice remains the same. Diversify your in-

vestments and be sure that your investment advisor is 
buying what you expect. Finally, do not watch a stock 
go up and up and then decide to invest because you are 
afraid to miss the next increase. This could lead to the 
classic error of buying high, followed by despair, and 
then selling low. A steady investment plan is still the 
best way to make your money work.  

Guy Williams is president and chief executive 
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their 
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Bou-
levard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president and branch 
manager can be contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar, 
vice president and commercial lender, can be con-
tacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s 
website at www.gulfbank.com.

Investment mistakes
By Guy Williams

EIGHTH ANNUAL

Chateau Golf & Country Club’s
EIGHTH ANNUALEIGHTH ANNUAL

Chateau Golf & Country Club’sChateau Golf & Country Club’s

Last year’s successful event raised over $30,000 for the Louisiana Hospitality Foundation. The Gleason Foundation 
and ALS Research and Raintree Children and Family Services have benefi tted from previous year’s events.

GUESTS WILL BE ABLE TO TAKE FUN GROUP PHOTOS, DRINK, DANCE AND PARTICIPATE IN RAFFLES, ALL FOR A GOOD CAUSE.

Entertainment by Groovy 7.

Over 100 Different Wines Served

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18, 6:30 – 9:30PM. 
Poolside, Dressy Casual • OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

For more information call 467-1351. 

Cuisines from Over 25 
Top Local Restaurants

Tickets $85 / $95 at the door
and available online at www.chateaugcc.com 
or from Chateau Country Club’s main offi ce. 
Chateau members can receive a $5 discount 
on up to four admission tickets per account.

Chateau Golf & Country Club’sChateau Golf & Country Club’s

Kenner Wine and Food Event
The importance of hip stability 
By Craig Goodwin
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SLEEP CENTER of NEW ORLEANS 
Treating adults and children 
 
“SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a 
healthy life. We want to improve your productivity at work or school and enhance your 
mood and concentration, by implementing evidence based sleep medicine.” 

- Mohammad Cheema, M.D. 
 
 
 
4232 Williams Blvd. Suite #108 * Kenner 
405-5582 
 

 
 
 
 
M – TH Open 8:30 - 4:30  
Fri & Sat –By appointment only 
 
CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION 
 
Evaluation and treatment of sleep disorders 
Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea) 
Circadian rhythm sleep disorder 
Excessive daytime sleepiness 
Narcolepsy with cataplexy 
Restless leg syndrome 
Insomnia 
 

SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep 
better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a healthy 
life. We want to improve your productivity 
at work or school, enhance your mood and 
concentration, by implementing evidence-based 
sleep medicine.”
                                  - Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

•  Sleep-related breathing disorders 
(Sleep apnea)

• Circadian rhythm sleep disorder

•  Excessive daytime sleepiness

•  Narcolepsy with cataplexy

• Restless leg syndrome

• Insomnia

405-5582
M-TH OPEN 8:30-4:30 

4232 WILLIAMS BLVD. SUITE #108 • KENNER

WWW.MYSCONO.COM or WWW.SLEEP4MYKIDS.COM

Call us today if  you 
answer yes to 2 or more.  CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION OF

NOW OPEN
ACCEPTING 

NEW PATIENTS

ACCEPTS MOST 
INSURANCE 

PLANS INCLUDING 
MEDICARE AND 

MEDICAID

Snore?

Tired?

Observed Apnea?

Pressure High?

Do you or anyone you know snore?

Do you feel tired during the day?

Stop breathing during the night?

Do you have high 
blood pressure?

How cancer is treated    
By Ryan Griffin, M.D.

In 2018, there 
will be approximately 
1.7 million new cases 
of cancer in the Unit-

ed States. In general, we are getting better at treat-
ing all types of cancer, due to advances in treatment 
options. There are a number of treatment options for 
cancer, including surgery, chemotherapy/immuno-
therapy, radiation therapy, as well as more special-
ized treatment procedures and techniques.
Surgery

Surgery can be used to prevent, diagnose, stage 
and treat cancer. Curative surgery is a treatment 
done when cancer is found in only one part of the 
body, increasing the likelihood that all of the cancer 
can be removed.

Debulking surgery is another treatment type 
used to remove some, but not all of the cancer. This 
treatment is a good option when trying to avoid caus-
ing damage to nearby organs or tissues.

Another type of surgery used to treat discom-
fort or disability by advanced cancer is palliative sur-
gery. This treatment type helps people feel better but 
is not intended to treat or cure cancer itself.
Chemotherapy

Chemotherapy drugs used in chemotherapy 
target cells at different phases. Since cancer cells 
usually form more quickly than healthy cells, they 
make good targets for the chemotherapy drugs. How-
ever, these drugs can’t tell the difference between 
cancerous and normal cells, so some normal cells 

 
 
are also killed in the process.

There is a special type of chemotherapy called 
targeted therapy, in which drugs can better tell the 
difference between normal and cancer cells. It is 
notable that this therapy often causes side effects 
different from normal chemotherapy.

The main goals of chemotherapy are curative 
intent and palliation, which is a term that means 
to lessen, soothe or relieve. Ideally, chemotherapy 
is used to destroy the cancer. If cure is not a possi-
bility, palliative chemotherapy is used with the goal 
of extending life and helping the patient feel more 
comfortable.
Immunotherapy

A relatively new class of drugs is termed immu-
notherapy. Cancer has a way of evading a person’s 
normal immune system. With immunotherapy, we 
are able to reprogram or “wake up” the immune sys-
tem and attack the cancer. These drugs have been 
a game changer in several different types of cancer, 
including lung cancer and melanoma.
Radiation therapy

Other common names for this therapy are ra-
diotherapy, irradiation and x-ray therapy. This treat-
ment works by using high-energy particles or waves 
to make small breaks in the DNA inside cells. These 
DNA breaks stop cancer cells from continuing to 
grow and divide.

Like chemotherapy, radiation therapy can be 
used to cure, shrink and treat symptoms caused by 
advanced stage cancer.

A notable difference between radiation therapy 
and chemotherapy is that while chemotherapy usu-
ally exposes the entire body to cancer-fighting treat-
ment, radiation therapy is used only on the part of 
the body with cancer cells.
Other techniques and procedures

Listed above are the most common treatments 
for cancer, but there are several other ways that 
cancer can be treated. Stem cell transplant, hyper-
thermia, photodynamic therapy, blood transfusion 
and donation and laser treatment are all additional 
treatments that could be used to fight or manage 
cancer.   

Dr. Ryan Griffin, a Louisiana native, earned 
his medical degree from Louisiana State Univer-
sity School of Medicine in New Orleans and com-
pleted both his residency and chief residency in in-
ternal medicine at Ochsner Medical Center where 
he completed a fellowship in hematology/oncology 
also at Ochsner. Dr. Griffin is a staff hematologist/
oncologist at Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, lo-
cated at 200 West Esplanade Avenue, Suite 313. To 
schedule an appointment call 464-8588 or visit 
www.ochsner.org.

Parish line to the Orleans Parish line was completed 
by the East Jefferson Levee District.

In some cases, armoring is done with rock and 
concrete. “However, in areas such as the lakefront, 
our research indicates that the combination of geo-
textile mats and turf will provide a superior level of 
armoring while still maintaining practical operation 
and maintenance as well as recreation advantages 

for residents,” said Ricky Boyett, U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers Public Affairs Specialist. “In armoring 
we install geotextile mats across the levee and then 
place a specially grown sod over the top. As this grass 
grows through the mats, the mats will anchor the sod 
to the levee. One of the big challenges is that we have 
to thoroughly water the sod for an extended period 
of time as well as preventing people or animals from 
disturbing the grass until it is well established. The es-
tablishment of the grass is a key component of the ar-
moring performing as it is designed and why we must 
keep the fencing up well after it appears the work 
is complete. As soon as the grass is well established, 
everyone will be able to return to using the levees 
as they have in the past. Though it probably doesn’t 
seem like it, this grass armoring is just as important to 
the area’s storm damage risk reduction as are the new 
floodwalls, levees and structures we have constructed. 
This work is instrumental in providing the greater 
New Orleans area with the best level hurricane and 
storm damage risk reduction in the nation.”

The Corp wants the public to be aware that the 
sprinklers will turn on at 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. each 
day and asks that bicycles be walked over ramps 
around construction sites.

In consideration for the public’s desire for levee 
access, the Corp is working to keep ramps open for 
foot traffic on the levees unless there is work near 
a ramp or they begin to have issues with the public 
damaging the adjacent levee. People walking on the 
grass before it is properly established will only delay 
the levee from being fully reopened to the public.

Reach 1 is the section from the West Return in 
Kenner to the Duncan Canal. The Corps’ contractor 
has the geo-textile fabric and sod in place throughout 
the entire reach. Silt fencing will remain up until the 
contractor has established grass on the flood side of 
the levee but there is a chance the silt fencing will be 
removed before the projected completion date of No-
vember 1, 2018. The ramp at the west end of Reach 1 
is complete and open to the public.

Reaches 2 and 3 are the sections from the Dun-
can Canal to the Lake Villa Pump Station on the west 

side. The contractor is working west to east and has 
the fabric installed thru Erlanger Road. There is a 
chance the contractor will remove the silt fencing 
before their projected completion date of January 25, 
2019. The Erlanger Drive ramp is open to foot traffic. 
There is an irrigation pipe on the protected side so 
the Corps is asking the public to be cautious.

The east and west sides of the Elmwood Pump 
Station reach are open to foot traffic. These are ac-
tive construction zones so caution should be exer-
cised by the public according to the Corp.

The Clearview ramp is closed and is being 
prepped for concrete placement.

Reaches 4 and 5 are the sections from the east 
side of the Lake Villa Pump Station to the U.S. Coast 
Guard ramp. The contractor is working west to east 
and has fabric installed thru Severn Avenue. There is 
a chance the contractor will remove the silt fencing 
before their projected completion date of February 
21, 2019.

Lake Villa Drive and Severn Avenue ramps are 
active construction sites and fencing is placed across 
the protected side of the ramps to limit access.

The Causeway Boulevard and Ridgelake Drive 
ramps are open to foot traffic. Orange cones are 
placed across both ends of the ramps to warn of wet 
conditions due to sod watering. The Bonnabel Canal 
ramp is open to foot traffic. The Homestead Avenue 
ramp is open to foot traffic and erosion prevention 
barriers are located at the bottom of the ramp on the 
landside. Access is limited as sod is being installed 
and watered.   

Levees
 from page 1

The Corps is in the process of armoring the earthen levees that form the hurricane perimeter  
defense system to increase resiliency in the event of over-topping and reduce the risk of erosion.
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I’M NOW WITH
UNITED REAL ESTATE!

DANIELLE KORNDORFFER
REALTOR | TOP PRODUCER
Residential • Commercial

m: 504-250-1610
o: 504-305-4930 x 128

3330 Veterans Blvd. Ste. C
Metairie, LA 70002

 www.Daniellenolarealtor.com.  
dkorn504@gmail.com

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE • ELITE SERVICE

Each offi ce independently owned and operated
Licensed in the State of Louisiana

723 Houma Boulevard

14 W 24 Street 3425 Metairie Road

For Lease (Commercial) in 
Kenner, $3500/month

For Lease (Commercial) in 
Metairie, $3500/month

For Lease in Metairie, 
$950/month

4824 Quincy Street #D

For Lease in Metairie, 
$1050/month

3000 N TURNBULL Drive 
Metairie
$209,000

NEW LISTING

PARTNERS

The basics of Louisiana’s “Last Paycheck” law 
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.

Louisiana’s “Last 
Paycheck” law is lo-
cated at La. R.S. Section 
23:631, and provides 

that an employee that is terminated or quits is due 
all monies owed to him or her within 15 days of their 
separation from employment or by the next regularly 
scheduled pay day, whichever is first. Since state law 
generally requires employees to be paid every 15 days, 
an employee must receive their pay within 15 days at 
the latest. If 15 days has passed since the employee’s 
separation from employment, and payment of all mon-
ies owed to the former employee has not been made, 
the employer has likely violated Louisiana’s “Last Pay-
check” law.

Payment of the “last paycheck” should be made 

 
 
 
 
 
in the traditional location and traditional manner for 
which the employee’s normal pay is made. However, if, 
while the employee was employed, payment was made 
through direct deposit, then the employee’s final pay-
check should be provided through the mail and is con-
sidered paid upon mailing.

Failing to pay an employee all monies owed (in-
cluding unused paid vacation time in some cases) in ac-
cordance with the statute, may subject an employer to 
be responsible to pay damages of up to 90 days of pay. An 
employer is liable to the employee either for 90 days of 
wages at the employee’s daily rate of pay, or for full wag-
es from the time the employee’s demand for payment is 
made until the employer shall pay or tender the amount 
of unpaid wages due to such employee, whichever is the 
lesser amount of penalty wages should payment not be 

 
 
 
 made after the employee makes demand for payment. 
Furthermore, an employer is also required to pay any  
attorney’s fees (including contingency fees) should the 
employee prevail at a trial on a claim for unpaid wages.

What should an employee do to make sure they 
comply with Louisiana’s “Last Paycheck” law?

An employee that has not been paid all monies 
owed within 15 days (or the next regularly scheduled 
pay day), should make a demand for the final paycheck 
or the monies they deem to be owed. This demand, for 
evidentiary purposes should be made in writing and 
properly addressed to the company’s human resources 
person, the former employee’s manager/supervisor, per-
sonnel director or the person they regularly understand 
to be in control of paying employees. The letter should 
be signed by the former employee and, if feasible, sent 
via certified mail, return receipt requested, or by some 
other traceable delivery method. The proof of delivery 

and/or tracking information showing the letter was 
delivered is concrete evidence that demand was made.

Any former employee who is owed monies from 
their former employer should seek legal representation, 
as these claims can be handled relatively quickly in the 
courts and through certain legal proceedings if one is fa-
miliar with the legal process. Furthermore, if the claim 
is a legitimate claim, and the former employee prevails 
at trial, their attorney’s fees are paid for or reimbursed 
by their former employer, as mandated by law.

This information has been provided for informa-
tional purposes only and is not intended and should not 
be construed to constitute legal advice.    

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana 
State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing 
attorney and owner of Rivertown Law Center, L.L.C., 
located at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner. 
Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime 
and traffic violations are Rinck’s primary areas of 
practice. Rinck can be reached at 704-1194 or info@
rivertownlaw.com.

Community

Carol V. Charvet

The Chateau Estates Garden Club takes care of 11 garden beds throughout the year and their 
Chateau Latour Drive garden bed is now dedicated to Carol Charvet, founder of Charvet’s Garden 
Center in Metairie, who passed away in March 2017. A plaque was installed with the inscription 

“Carol V. Charvet, 1927-2017, planted this Live Oak tree in 1974.” Charvet built his home during the 
early stages of Chateau Estates subdivision’s development. 

“I want to thank Charvet’s Garden Center for their help with this garden and so many other proj-
ects in the city. The Charvets are personal friends with my family and Carol Charvet was a resident 
of Chateau Estates for 44 years, so this garden and plaque are a great tribute to him,” said Kenner 
Mayor Ben Zahn. “ I also want to recognize District 4 Councilman George Branigan for his work with 
the garden club on this project and for all of his hard work since taking office in July.”   

Business owner Carol Charvet, longtime Chateau Estates resident, honored with tribute plaque

KENNER POLICE DEPARTMENT
Drug Tip 
Hotline

466-3073
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Free Consultation
Let us help you!

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney, 
Tiffany Callaghan - Offi ce Manager/Paralegal, 

Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant, 
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062
Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
•  Admiralty & 

Maritime
• Traffi c Tickets
• Notary Public

Water damage 
is one of the most 
common and most 
costly misfortunes 

your home can suffer. In fact, homeowners and rent-
ers across the country lose billions of dollars because 
of it each year.

But you’re not powerless. There are some 
simple tactics you can use to stay snug and dry. We 
will offer some tips on how to protect your home 
from water damage.

Water damage can occur any time water 
pools somewhere it’s not meant to be, whether 
that’s within a room or inside your walls or roof. 
There are many situations that can cause water 
damage in a home. Some of the most common are 
leaky or burst pipes, malfunctioning dishwashers 
or washing machines, roof damage such as miss-
ing shingles or cracked flashing, property drainage 
problems and air conditioning system problems.

Water damage is obvious when it’s caused by 
a flood. It’s the other causes that are harder to spot. 
If you don’t know what to look for, it can be easy 
to miss until it becomes a major problem. Signs of 
potential water damage in your home include peel-
ing paint, warping of floors, a strong musty smell in 
a room, sagging in parts of walls or ceiling, stains 
or discolored patches on walls or ceilings, water 
ponding in the yard after a storm and mold growth 
which can look like dark discoloration on any sur-
face.

Inspect your roof. Your roof is constantly ex-

posed to sunlight and rain. If it begins to deteriorate, 
roof leaks can develop without being noticed. But you 
can stay ahead of water damage by inspecting your 
roof regularly, especially after big storms.

Use a pair of binoculars to look for any miss-
ing or broken shingles, cracked flashing or large 
debris on the roof. If any of these warning signs 
are noticed, contact a roofing contractor to handle 
repairs before the roof leaks.

Clean gutters or have them cleaned. Ensuring 
good drainage is essential to protecting homes from 
water damage. Poor drainage weakens the founda-
tion leading to cracks, uneven settling and pathways 
for water to find its way inside. Clean gutters at least 
twice a year, once in the spring and once in the fall. 
Also throw in an extra cleaning after a big storm to 
remove wet leaves, branches and other debris that 
could be clogging up gutters and downspouts.

Caulk and seal all doors and windows. 
Caulking and sealing doors and windows regularly 
are one of the easiest ways to protect homes from 
water damage. Also apply caulking to bathtubs, 
ceiling fixtures, drains, faucets and other plumb-
ing fixtures to keep water from seeping in where it 
doesn’t belong. Choose the right caulk. For a long-
lasting seal, choose 100 percent silicone, which 
is permanently waterproof, flexible and shrink or 
crack-proof. Avoid using acrylic caulk, which can 
shrink and crack over time, leading to water seep-
age. Remove old caulk and loose particles with a 
caulk-removing tool and clean the surface before 
applying new caulking.

Protect your home from water damage
By Dan Dormady

Check pipes and water heater. It’s a good idea 
to inspect all the pipes in your home at least once 
a year. Over time pipes and connections can gradu-
ally corrode, rust and decay, all of which can result 
in leaks. In severe cases, you could be facing a flood 
of water or raw sewage into your home, causing ex-
tensive and expensive damage. You may have a friend 
that has experienced a water line break at a fixture, 
a washing machine, a refrigerator water line or a 
dishwasher at some point. Make sure to check water 
heater pipes as finding a small leak in water heater 
pipes before failing can save you from a major disaster 
in your home. The good thing is you don’t have to be 
an expert to identify signs of leakage.

These are simple tips to prevent potential water 
damage in your home.   

Dan Dormady is a licensed professional en-
gineer and licensed home inspector and the presi-
dent of Criterium-Dormady Engineers, a locally 
owned consulting engineering firm specializing 
in residential and commercial building inspec-
tion services. Dormady can be reached at 456-6999, 
P.O. Box 113565 Metairie, LA 70011-3565, or at 
criteriumdormady@cox.net. Criterium-Dormady 
Engineers’ website is www.criterium-dormady.com. 

Community

The River Region Republican Women orga-
nization held their 7th annual Celebrity Chef Coo-
koff on August 7, 2018. The event was held at the 
Jefferson Orleans South in Metairie.

Fourteen local and state-elected officials 
cooked their favorite dishes, as the crowd voted 
for the winner of the “Best chef” with the best 
dish.

Master of ceremonies and chef, Joey Labella 
from LaBella’s Catering, introduced the celebrity 
chefs and presented the awards.

Voted best dish in first place was Jefferson 
Parish District 4 Councilman Dominick Impasta-
to’s “Bacon-wrapped quail.” Jefferson Parish Dis-
trict 1 Councilman Ricky Templet earned second 
place cooking “Broiled stuffed shrimp and crab-
meat catfish” with Kenner District 4 Councilman 
George Branigan coming in third with his dish, 

“Effie’s chicken.”
Most tip contributions were won by Harahan 

Mayor Tina Miceli. Councilman Branigan won for 
best table decorations, with Kenner Mayor Ben 
Zahn and Councilman Impastato coming in sec-
ond plane and Councilman Templet winning third 
place.

Other honorary celebrity chefs included Loui-
siana Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser with “Shrimp 
and grits with corn maque-choux,” Louisiana Com-
missioner Mike Strain serving “Savory Louisiana 
seafood cheesecake,” state Treasurer John Schro-
der with “Blueberry pie,” former state Senator A. G. 
Crowe with “A. G’s red beans and rice,” state Rep. 
Julie Stokes with “Chipotle shrimp tacos with man-
go salsa,” state Rep. Paul Hollis with “Gumbo,” state 
Rep. Rick Edmonds with “Smokin grillade with 
gouda grits,” Mayor Miceli with “Zappa di pomodo-
ri,” Jefferson Parish School Board Member Melinda 
Doucet with “Donald Trump’s meatloaf,” St. Charles 
Councilwoman Mary Clulee with “Strawberry short-
cake” and former Kenner Councilwoman Kelly 
Hand with “KELLY HANDsome shrimp and Grits.”

The proceeds from this fundraiser are used 
to purchase dictionaries which are delivered to all 
third-grade students in Kenner and to some schools 
in Metairie and St. Charles Parish. This is the 10th 
year the community service dictionary project has 
been held by the River Region Republican Women, 
a non-profit organization established in 2008.   

Celebrity chef cookoff benefits schoolchildren

Celebrity chef einners for “Best dish” at the River Region Republican Women’s cookoff are third place winner Kenner District 
4 Councilman George Branigan and his wife Vicki, first place winner Jefferson Parish Councilman Dominick Impastato and his 
daughter, Mia and second place winners, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn and Jefferson Parish District 1 Councilman Ricky Templet.
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It is as tough a 
schedule as anyone 

has in the country.
LSU faces four of the top nine teams in the 

preseason Associated Press Top 10 in 2018.
The season opener with Miami will go a long 

way toward determining what kind of season it is 
going to be. With a week three game at Auburn, a 
loss to Miami would almost certainly put LSU in 
a hole, with a losing record early on in the season.

The Tigers of Ed Orgeron may be the best de-
fensively that they have been since the 2011 LSU 
team which played for a national championship.

LSU has great depth on the defensive line, 
superb players at linebacker led by Devon White 
and outstanding players in the secondary. The 
only issues on the back-end concern depth. The 
loss of the appeal by Kristian Fulton was a set-
back.

The concern for LSU is on offense.
There is no Leonard Fournette or Derrius 

Guice. There is no D.J. Chark.
Then, there is a new quarterback in Joe Bur-

row. How good will he be?
That is largely dependent on how a question-

able offensive line performs, particularly without 
Ed Ingram. It is also dependent on how a young 
receiving corps featuring freshmen Ja’Marr 
Chase and Terrance Marshall performs.

Can the defense carry the offense while the 
offense finds its way?

The schedule does not allow LSU to gain a 
comfort zone, to learn on the job while posting 
wins. That is simply not possible when you are 
facing a pair of top 10 teams in the first three 
weeks.

Louisiana Tech will not be a pushover, ei-
ther. Then, there is the brutal stretch of games 
beginning October 6 and concluding November 3 
where LSU travels to Florida again before hosting 
Georgia, Mississippi State and Alabama.

The formula is simple – beat Miami and you 
can afford a loss at Auburn. Win at Florida again 
and win at least one of the three home games to 
split the brutal four game stretch. That could get 
the Tigers to 8-4, which would be a very good sea-
son, given the nature of the schedule. Of course, 
they will have to beat Arkansas and Texas A&M, 
which has a new head coach in Jimbo Fisher.

It is very conceivable to see LSU winning 
seven games, which is where I have the Tigers. 
That will not earn Orgeron a ton of support from 
doubters but it will certainly buy him time. Any-
thing less would put his future in peril at the helm 
of the Tigers.

While seven wins for LSU is considered a 
disappointment, seven wins at Tulane is the goal 
and it is possible.

The Green Wave were literally an inch from 
being bowl-eligible a year ago, if that.

Tulane appears poised for a breakthrough, a 
rare winning season.

It starts and ends with senior quarterback 
Jonathan Banks, a true dual threat who is as good 
as anyone in the American Conference.

There are good running backs on hand in 
Darius Bradwell and Corey Dauphine, a pretty 
solid offensive line and a proven receiver in 
Terren Encalade. The loss of Freddy Canteen to 
injury was a blow. The Tulane offense should be 

solid to good.
Then, there is the matter of the defense, 

which must replace a significant number of 
key players lost to graduation. Rod Teamer is 
a leader in the secondary.

Willie Fritz has steadily built the talent 
level by recruiting well to where Tulane can 
now compete in the region and can compete 
in the American Conference. Is it enough to 
get the Green Wave back into the win column 
and into a bowl game?

So much is contingent on the season 
opener with Wake Forest.

Tulane lost at Wake Forest 7-3 two years 
ago. With any better quarterback play that 
night, the Green Wave would have emerged 
victorious. The Demon Deacons were 8-5 and 
a bowl team a year ago so they will be tough 
but they are coming to New Orleans.

The Green Wave must win at home over 
Nicholls before a stiff road test at UAB, which 
is a winnable game. If Tulane beats Wake For-
est, I believe they will be 3-0.

Then comes a virtually impossible task 
at Ohio State and a tough home game with 
Memphis.

If Tulane starts 3-0, they can go 4-5 the 
rest of the way, including games with SMU, 
Tulsa, South Florida, Cincinnati, Houston, 
East Carolina and Navy.

The Navy game on November 24 may 
well determine whether Tulane has a win-
ning season or not.

Tulane was so close a year ago, losing a two-
point game at Navy, falling by a point to Cincin-
nati, by three points to SMU and by six points to 
South Florida.

The games figure to be close again in 2018. 
Fritz is accustomed to winning. He has to estab-
lish that he can win at Tulane to sell recruits, fans 
and even himself on a long-term basis. It can hap-
pen but the Green Wave must avoid injuries.

So, there you have it.
Both LSU and Tulane will win seven games 

and both will go bowling in the postseason. Where 
LSU is concerned, it should be a year of transition 
with the talent and schedule improving in 2019, 
while for the Green Wave, it should be a year of 
transition from perennial losing to perhaps turn-
ing the corner to finally put together more than 
one season of winning, establishing a long-sought 
after winning program.    

Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief ex-
ecutive officer of CrescentCitySports.com and as 
sports director of WGSO, 990 AM. Trahan hosts 
sports talk shows nightly as well as “Ken Trah-
an’s Original Prep Report” on Friday nights dur-
ing the football season and “The Three Tailgaters 
Show” with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille Satur-
day mornings from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Tra-
han is the general manager of the Saints Hall of 
Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome 
and does morning sports for all four Cumulus 
radio stations in the New Orleans area. Trahan 
serves as the president of Joyful Noise Ministries 
and works with Life Resources Ministrie..

LSU facing daunting schedule; 
Tulane on verge of winning
By Ken Trahan 

Sports
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Automotive

Government
East Jefferson Levee District Safe Room and 
Consolidated Facility under construction

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes 
Shocks • Air Conditioner 

Work Struts • Brake Service 
Batteries • Belts • Hoses

 Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday
www.scottystireandauto.com

OPEN SATURDAYS 8 TO NOON

Celebrating 20 Years!

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight:  
JOHN JAMES AUDUBON ELEMENTARY

The John James Audubon 
Elementary family provides all 
students with appropriate and 
challenging instruction to inspire 
and create life-long learners and 
productive citizens. Our vision 
is to create a safe and caring 
school by working together with 
the community to ensure all 
children will achieve individual success in academic and personal connections.

Audubon Elementary’s programs are child centered to meet their needs at the highest level. It offers a 
program for the academically gifted students, as well as those who have talents in visual arts, drama, music, 
and more. Students are also supported through a strong special education program, speech/language 
therapy, a full-time early intervention social worker, as well as Section 504 Disability and Act 1903 services.

The principal of Audubon Elementary is Dr. Emily Anderson. Shelley Deemer is the assistant principal. 
Audubon Elementary is represented on the Jefferson Parish School Board by District IX member Sandy 
Denapolis-Bosarge. The school is located at 200 West Loyola Avenue in Kenner. For more information, you 
can call 504-466-0525 or visit audubon.jpschools.org. You can also keep up with the latest school news on 
Facebook and Twitter (@audubonelem).

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates Elementary,  

Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle, 

Schneckenburger Elementary, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

Most people 
don’t think about ro-
tating their automo-

bile’s tires but it is a very important service. A good 
rule of thumb is to rotate your tires when you get the 
oil changed, at least once a year, but more often if 
you drive more than 10,000 miles each year, which is 
what most vehicle manufacturers recommend. Most 
manufacturers say every 7,500 miles or six months is 
when oil should be changed. But some manufactur-
ers, Ford, Volkswagen and Toyota, have stretched out 
the oil change time frame to 10,000 miles. BMW now 
allows up to 15,000 between oil changes but that is 
too long to wait for tire rotations.

It’s a good idea to rotate tires every six months 
or so to prevent uneven wear, unless you drive less 
than 7,500 miles annually.

The tires mounted on the drive wheels of any 
vehicle perform extra duty because they apply the 
power to the pavement. On front-wheel-drive vehi-
cles, that is amplified by the weight of the engine and 
transmission, and because the front tires do most of 

the work in turning. Rotating the tires between front 
and rear a couple of times a year spreads out the bur-
den so the tread can wear evenly. Automakers that 
offer all-wheel-drive cars also recommend rotating 
tires. Subaru is one that recommends rotating every 
7,500 miles or 7.5 months, whichever comes first.

Exceptions can apply, particularly with perfor-
mance vehicles that may have different schedules for 
tire rotation to ensure tires wear properly. It is best to 
follow the recommendation from the car’s manufac-
turer that is outlined in your owner’s manual but at a 
minimum you should rotate your vehicle’s tires and 
have the oil changed at least once a year.   

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire 
and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated 
full-service tire and automotive shop, located at 
4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 
7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday and 
8:00 a.m. until noon on Saturdays. Scotty’s website 
is www.scottystireauto.com. 

Do you know how often you 
should rotate your tires?
By Scott Zimmerman

The East Jefferson Levee District Safe Room and Consolidated Facility is being constructed at 
11000 Reverend Richard Wilson Drive in Kenner is anticipated to be completed by the end of 
December, 2018. The 27,000 square foot facility includes a safe room, an 11,000 square foot 

maintenance shop and office space for administrative, maintenance and police personnel.

Advertise in the
 KENNER STHR • 468-9125
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Entertainment

See why State Farm® insures more 
drivers than GEICO and Progressive 
combined. Great service, plus 
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, then 
talk to me.

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1001174.1

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA  70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

875-2888

 SABELLA’S
 PLUMBING
        SMALL JOBS

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•
Residential Repairs

Servicing Metairie & Kenner

Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

Enjoy free live entertainment at Treasure Chest’s showroom 
during September

Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertainment in the ca-
sino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure Chest Casino is located in La-
ketown at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 24 
hours on Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m. Sunday 

through Thursday. The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the 
casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for more information.

Below is a list of entertainment with schedule and times subject 
to change.  

Sat., September 1
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Groove Connection

Sun., September 2
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.

Dueling Piano Show

Wed., September 5
8:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Trivia Night

Thurs., September 6
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Fri., September 7
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Epic

Sat., September 8
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

The Topcats

Sun., September 9
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.

Dueling Piano Show

Wed., September 12
8:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Trivia Night

Thurs., September 13
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Fri., September 14
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

New Suit

Sat., September 15
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

The Wiseguys
 

Sun., September 16
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.

Dueling Piano Show

Wed., September 19
8:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Trivia Night

Thurs., September 20
Closed Private Party

Fri., September 21
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Redline

Sat., September 22
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

After Party

Sun., September 23
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.

Dueling Piano Show 

Wed., September 26
8:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Trivia Night

Thurs., September 27
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Fri., September 28
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

Escalade Show & Dance Band

Sat., September 29
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

MoJeaux

Sun., September 30
6:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.

Dueling Piano Show

Have your birthday blast at Treasure Chest
By Rodney Miller 

Did you know that September 
is the most common month for birth-
days? It’s also our birthday! We’ve been 
your neighborhood casino for 24 years 

now! In honor of all those September birthdays, your Treasure 
Chest Casino has come up with some great ways 
to celebrate. But don’t worry. If you’re 
not a September birthday, there’s 
still tons of reasons to celebrate!

What would you like for your 
birthday this year? Oh! That sounds 
nice, but I think we can do better. 
How would you like a Holland America 
Line 7-Day Caribbean cruise for two? It could 
be yours, with our “Big Cruise Giveaway” on Monday, September 
3! Simply play with your B Connected card for your chance to win! 
At 5:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m., we’ll award 10 winners $100 slot dol-

lars. Then, at 7:00 p.m., we’ll be giving away that luxury cruise for 
two! Earn entries August 28 through September 3. And no, it doesn’t 
even have to be your birthday this September to win!

September has all kinds of reasons to celebrate. Besides all 
the birthdays, there’s also Labor Day. That’s why, this Labor Day 
Monday, September 3, we’re having our 2X celebration! From 11:00 

a.m. to 7:00 p.m. simply earn 50 tier credits, 
then visit any kiosk to swipe and win 

two prizes! Receive bonus entries 
into the “Big Cruise Giveaway” 
and  receive a special Labor Day 
slot dollar !

We’re celebrating our 24th 
birthday Wednesday, September 5 with 

“Birthday Hot Seats!” Join us from 3:00 p.m. to 
10:00 p.m. as three hot seat winners are selected every hour to in-
stantly win $100 slot dollars! That’s a total of 24 winners! Just play 
your favorite slot machine or table game to be eligible.

Just because September is the most common birth month 
doesn’t mean it’s not special. Especially with all the special things 
we’ve got going on at Treasure Chest! We look forward to serving you 
and celebrating with you in September and as always, we’ll see you 
on the lake!

As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21 or older to 
enter the casino and become a B Connected member. Membership 
is free and rules and restrictions apply.  

Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino Marketing Direc-
tor which is located is located at 5050 Williams Blvd in Kenner on 
the lake. Visit the website at www.treasurechestcasino.com or call 
443-8000.
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Latin American News

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate 
Title Transfers 
Refi nances

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages 
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Expert closing assistance – In operation over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this

We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie • 830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

The Social Security Administration recently 
introduced the expansion of online services for 
residents of Louisiana available through its my 
Social Security portal at www.socialsecurity.gov/
myaccount. Nancy A. Berryhill, acting commis-
sioner of Social Security, announced that residents 
of Louisiana can use the portal for many replace-
ment Social Security number (SSN) card requests. 
This will allow people to replace their SSN card 
from the comfort of their home or office, without 

the need to travel to a Social Security office.
“I’m pleased to offer the residents of Louisiana 

the added convenience of replacing a Social Se-
curity card through the my Social Security portal,” 
Acting Commissioner Berryhill said. “We will con-
tinue to work on innovative initiatives to provide 
people with safe, secure and convenient options 
for doing business with us online or in person.”

The agency is conducting a gradual roll out of 
this service. Louisiana is one of the states, plus the 

District of Columbia, where this option is available. 
Throughout 2018, the agency will continue to ex-
pand the service option to other states. This service 
will mean shorter wait times for the public in the 
more than 1,200 Social Security offices across the 
country and allows staff more time to work with 
customers who have extensive service needs.

U.S. citizens age 18 or older and who are 
residents of Louisiana can request a replacement 
SSN card online by creating a “my Social Security 
account.” In addition, they must have a U.S. domes-
tic mailing address, not require a change to their 
record (such as a name change) and have a valid 
driver’s license or state identification card in some 
participating states.

“my Social Security” is a secure online hub 
for doing business with Social Security and nearly 
37 million people have created an account. In ad-
dition to Louisiana residents replacing their SSN 
card through the portal, current Social Security 
beneficiaries can manage their account, change an 
address, adjust direct deposit, obtain a benefit veri-
fication letter or request a replacement SSA-1099. 
Medicare beneficiaries can request a replacement 
Medicare card without waiting for a replacement 
form in the mail. Account holders still in the work-
force can verify their earnings history and obtain 
estimates of future benefits by looking at their So-
cial Security Statement online.

For more information about this new online 
service, visit www.socialsecurity.gov/ssnumber.   

Social Security announces new online service for replacement Social Security Cards

Inaugural Baleada Fest coming to Kenner    
By Rafael E. Saddy

Annually Ameri-
cans observe “Nation-
al Hispanic Heritage” 
month from Septem-

ber 15 to October 15 by celebrating the histories, 
cultures and contributions of American citizens 
whose ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, the 
Caribbean and Central and South America.

The observation started in 1968 as “Hispanic 
Heritage” week under President Lyndon Johnson 
and was expanded by President Ronald Reagan 
in 1988 to cover a 30-day period beginning on 
September 15 and ending on October 15. It was 
enacted into law on August 17, 1988.

The day of September 15 is significant be-
cause it is the anniversary of independence for 
the Latin American countries of Costa Rica, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. 
Mexico, Chile and Belize celebrate their indepen-
dence days on September 16, September 18 and 
September 21 respectively. Columbus Day, or Día 
de la Raza, which is October 12, falls within this 
30-day period.

In commemoration of the Hispanic Heritage 
month, Gala Music and Sabores De Mi H from 
Honduras, in collaboration with sponsors and ven-

dors will present the inaugural Kenner Baleada 
Fest. This annual event will be held on Sunday, 
September 16, 2018, from 1:00 pm to 10:00 pm at 
the Kenner Heritage Park located at 303 Williams 
Boulevard.

The underappreciated baleada is one of Hon-
duras’ unique, famous and traditional foods. The 
baleada and its many variants is one of the most 
popular and affordable foods associated with the 
country. It is perceived as a national dish so it is 
fitting to dedicate a day to celebrating baleada in 
the city of Kenner, which has the largest Hondu-
ran community in the metro area.

This tasty dish became prevalent in the late 
nineteenth century, with an indigenous and Span-
ish culinary influence, and is believed to have orig-
inated from the north coast of Honduras. There is 
no need to go to Honduras to taste it as the dish 
is offered at many Honduran restaurants in the 
metro New Orleans area and at many in our own 
city of Kenner.

The baleada sencilla or “simple” baleada 
usually costs only $2.50 and is always served warm. 
Just one baleada will make a dazzling break-
fast. It consists of a huge, fat, fluffy, platter-sized 
folded flour tortilla that contains a thick spread of 
mashed refried red beans native from Central and 
South America, a crumbling of salty white cheese 

and tangy cream/crema that tastes more like sour 
cream or Mexican cream. A whole variety of ingre-
dients such as eggs, avocados, sausage, chicken, 
pork and carne asada or grilled steak can be 
added for a small charge. Although this traditional 
Honduran meal gets eaten any time of the day, it’s 
during breakfast that the baleada are enjoyed the 
most, especially with a cup of Honduras Mayan’s 
coffee and a side of sweet caramelized plantains.

The Baleada Fest is open to the public. No 
coolers, backpacks, duffle bags or thermoses 
allowed and no outside food or drinks can be 
brought in.

Several other Hispanic Heritage month fes-
tivities and presentations are taking place all over 
the greater New Orleans and River Region area. 
Most of the organizers extend an invitation to ev-
eryone to join in the festivities and family events 
by offering free admission. For more information 
call 464-4619.
Community announcements

September 16 – Kenner Baleada Fest at Ken-
ner Heritage Park. For information call 850-766-
4602.

September 21 – The Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce cordially invites you to Excelencia 
Gala 2018, a dinner dance and silent auction. For 
information visit the webpage at www.hccl.biz.

October 4 - October 7 – Cervantes Founda-
tion presents the multi-day festival Que Pasa Fest 
at Lafraniere Park. For information call 615-9070 
or visit www.quepasafest.com.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The 
center offers various programs and access to in-
formation and referrals for all sorts of issues. For 
information call 469-2571.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV, Cox Cable 
channel 76 or U-verse channel 99, has Hispanic 
TV programs every Wednesday at 9:00 p.m. and 
Sunday at 8:00 p.m. For more information and 
program schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us and 
click on the Kenner TV logo or go to the Kenner TV 
Facebook/YouTube page.

I leave you with this thought. “The only limi-
tation is self-imposed.”  

Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural 
Diversity Coordinator, public relations of-
ficer for the Latin American Civic Associa-
tion of Louisiana (LACAL) and serves on the 
governing board of directors of Ochsner 
Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy at  
lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should 
be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Government

19,405
THAT’S THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTER 

HOUSEHOLDS IN KENNER THAT RECEIVE THE KEN-
NER STAR FREE IN THE MAIL EACH MONTH!

  WANT TO REACH  
THOSE PEOPLE?

 Call us to advertise! 468-9125
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Community

The Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation’s 
28th annual Beach Sweep will be held Saturday, 
September 15, 2018, from 9:00 a.m. until 11:30 
a.m. in conjunction with the Ocean Conservancy’s 
International Coastal Cleanup (ICC).

Zones all across the city have been created 
for volunteers to clean. LPBF is looking for groups 
to register in zones such as around a school, 
church or house. Groups should send an email 
to BeachSweep@saveourlake.org to reserve a 
zone which are on a first come, first served ba-
sis. Group members need to register on the LPBF 
website, www.saveourlake.org, and each person 
volunteering for Beach Sweep needs to register 
individually.

Zone captain’s responsibilities will include 
gathering volunteers, picking up supplies and 
providing a summary of group cleanup totals. 
Supply pickup will be on Wednesday, September 
12, 2018, between 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. at the 
New Canal Lighthouse located at 8001 Lakeshore 
Drive in New Orleans.

Individuals can register and unless request-
ing a specific place to clean, volunteers not part 
of a group will be part of a specific group to clean 
up Zone 1.

On Beach Sweep day, groups will go to assigned 
zones and volunteers will use the Clean Swell app 
or fill out the data cards on the trash collected, fill 
trash bags and finally turn in group’s data collection 
and summary cards. Then, as registered participants, 

all are all invited to come celebrate with LPBF at a 
free picnic from noon until 2:00 p.m. at LPBF’s New 
Canal Lighthouse on the south shore or with one of 
their partners at other watershed sites.

LPBF’s partners this year are Keep Baton 

Rouge Beautiful (LSU lakes), Keep Mandeville 
Beautiful, USFWS (Bayou Sauvage National Wild-
life Refuge & Big Branch Marsh National Wildlife 
Refuge), Save Our Manchac, Keep Madisonville 
Beautiful, Keep Abita Beautiful (Abita Springs 
Trailhead Park/Abita river area) and Keep Cov-
ington Beautiful (Bogue Falaya River Sweep).

Contact Beach Sweep at saveourlake.org 
for information on how to register with the group 
partners.   

LPBF’s 28th annual “Beach Sweep” to be held in September

  Parran’s
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Family owned and operated since 1975

2321 West Esplanade 
between 

Power & Williams
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Sat 11-8

Come Take A Gravy Bath!
Dine In or 
Take Out
305-6422

www.parranspoboys.com
Parrans 1/8_0316.indd   1 2/27/16   9:30 AM

The Jefferson Parish Public School System in-
creased its number of students by five times who are 
becoming career-ready through the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Education’s Jump Start Summers.

Jump Start Summers helps high school students 
prepare for college, career and life by giving them the 
opportunity to attain high-demand industry-based cre-
dentials, master essential workplace “soft skills,” and 
earn academic credit during the summer. Students 
earn a summer wage while gaining invaluable experi-
ence working onsite or participating in hands-on, on-
site field trips with the sponsoring industry partners.

“It’s been a great success,” said JPPSS Director of 
Career and Technical Education Lucy Lejeune. “We’ve 
gotten business and industry involved. We can do this 
with our kids, but it’s so much better when you have 
industry to help train the kids.”

JPPSS was one of the districts to pilot Jump 
Start Summers in 2017. From less than 20 students 
and one location last year, the program grew to more 
than 100 students and nine different sites around the 
district this summer. This year’s skilled trades includ-
ed information technology, automotive, machine shop 
and carpentry.

Walker Motor Corporation is one of the local 

businesses partnering with JPPSS. Nine students 
from the Bonnabel Magnet Academy automotive 
program interned with technicians at Walker Acura 
in Metairie. Under the tutelage of trained and certi-
fied technicians, students learned foundational skills 
like changing oil and tires, as well as how to work on a 
transmission and any other knowledge their mentors 
could share.

“We’re very happy to have Bonnabel students 
here,” said Walker Motor Corp Owner Susan Walker. 

“We’re offering internships for them and hopefully they 
will be homegrown and skilled enough to come back 
and work in our dealership.”

Jump Start Summers is just a small part of the 
JPPSS Career and Technical Education program. 
JPPSS students earned over 3,400 industry-based cre-
dentials last school year. That’s more than double the 
number from three years ago. The summer program 
will grow too, and Lejeune is eager to expand her part-
nerships with local business and industry. She said 
the most pressing fields for future expansion are early 
childhood, STEM and coastal erosion.

“There will be a lot of connecting and continuing 
possibilities because of what we started here this sum-
mer,” said Lejeune.   

JPPSS student summer internships skyrocket

Education

  CITY OF KENNER

     Important Emergency Contacts

Kenner City Hall 468-7200 LA State Trooper 471-2775

Kenner Police 712-2222 OR 911 Jeff Parish Sheriff 363-5500

Kenner Fire 467-2211 OR 911 Entergy 1-800-968-8243

Public Works 468-7515 Atmos 1-888-322-8667

Code Enforcement 468-4068 Water Dept 736-6060

Veolia (Sewerage) 468-7292 Red Cross (Local) 620-3105

Kenner Star Past Editions

www.kennerstar.com
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The United States Chamber of Commerce 
has awarded the Jefferson Chamber with 5-Star 
Accreditation for its sound policies, effective orga-
nizational procedures and positive impact on the 
community.

“These local chambers are an essential part 
of the business community’s efforts to promote 
economic growth and job creation across the 
country,” said Raymond P. Towle, IOM, CAE, U.S. 
Chamber vice president of Federation Relations 
and Institute for Organization Management. “This 
designation recognizes the positive impact these 
organizations have had within their communities, 
and it honors their commitment to continuing to 
serve local businesses.”

Accreditation is the only national program 

that recognizes chambers for their effective orga-
nizational procedures and community involvement. 
In order to receive Accreditation, a chamber must 
meet minimum standards in their operations and 
programs, including areas of governance, govern-
ment affairs and technology. This extensive self-
review took nine months to complete.

“I think this designation exemplifies the com-
mitment of our professional staff and dedicated vol-
unteers to deliver excellent programs and strong 

governance, while being member centric and the 
authentic voice of those members,” said Todd Mur-
phy, president of the Jefferson Chamber.

Local chambers are rated Accredited, 3-Stars, 
4-Stars or 5-Stars. The final determination is made 
by the Accrediting Board, a committee of U.S. 
Chamber board members and then approved by 
the board of directors of the U.S. Chamber. “The 
Jefferson Chamber is proud of its 5-Star designa-
tion making it only the 116th chamber in the 

United States to achieve this status (out of 7000 or-
ganizations), stated Murphy. 2018 board chairman, 
Nick Karl of Peoples Health, commented “What an 
incredible honor for such a young chamber to be 
recognized for its leadership in advocating, educat-
ing, and connecting business.”

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce is the world’s 
largest business federation representing the inter-
ests of more than three million businesses of all 
sizes, sectors and regions, as well as state and local 
chambers and industry associations.

The mission of the Jefferson Chamber is to 
work for the advancement of the business commu-
nity, to enhance the economic, civic and cultural 
environment and to improve the quality of life in 
Jefferson Parish.   

Jefferson Chamber awarded 5-Star Accreditation by U.S. Chamber of Commerce

In July 2018, the Jefferson Chamber was 
named an “Award of Excellence” winner in the 
Communications Excellence awards program 
presented by the Association of Chamber of Com-
merce Executives (ACCE). ACCE, an Alexandria, 
Virginia-based association, that represents more 
than 8,000 chamber of commerce professionals 
and 1,300 chambers of commerce, around the 
world.

ACCE’s annual Awards for Communications 
Excellence, sponsored by Golden Openings, Inc., 
is designed to showcase top communications and 
marketing work of chambers of commerce and 
similar organizations. Several thousand award 
entries have been submitted since the launch of 
the organization’s Awards for Communications 
Excellence, which is now in its 34th year.

The Jefferson Chamber received an Award 

of Excellence for its LiveWell Jefferson Campaign. 
LiveWell Jefferson was formed in early 2017 as a 
new initiative of the Jefferson Chamber focused 
on creating and cultivating a culture of health 
and wellness among the business community and 
residents of Jefferson Parish. The LiveWell Jeffer-
son campaign strives to produce more productive 
employees, help attract and retain talent, build 
staff morale, combat employee absenteeism, min-
imize staff turnover and reduce healthcare costs 
for employers. More information can be found on 
www.livewelljefferson.org.

A panel of communications and marketing 
professionals from five U.S.-based chambers of 
commerce evaluated entries, which were or-

ganized by category – based on the chamber’s 
annual budget – and entry type which included 
advertising and marketing, campaigns, digital 
and publications. With more than 150 entries 
submitted in 2018, judges recognized 13 entries 
as Grand Award winners and 41 as Award of Ex-
cellence winners.

In conjunction with the LiveWell Jefferson 
Campaign, three members of the Jefferson Cham-
ber team made a presentation at the “Catalysts 
for Healthy, Prosperous Communities” seminar at 
the ACCE Convention in July in Des Moines, Iowa.

The LiveWell Jefferson Campaign materi-
als were designed in partnership with Buisson 
Creative.   

Jefferson Chamber wins communications excellence award

WHAT CAN BE RECYCLED?
– PAPER PRODUCTS –

Office paper • Newspaper, including color inserts
Magazines & catalogs • Junk mail & telephone books

Paperboard boxes, including cereal boxes, freezer food boxes
12 pack soft drink boxes & other food/snack boxes

Other corrugated cardboard

– METAL PRODUCTS –
Aluminum cans, steel & ferrous metal food containers & lids

– PLASTIC PRODUCTS –
Plastic food & beverage containers coded 1 through 7,  

which includes plastic bags, plastic pots from nurseries,  
waxed juice & milk cartons

Essentially everything constructed out of plastic  
should be marked with one of the codes shown below

Je f fe r s o n  Pa r i s h

Offender Watch
                         The nation’s leading 
                            registered sex offender  
                                management and 
                                  community 
                                      notification tool.

http://www.jpso.com/SexOffenders.aspx
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Give your family
Peace of mind Today

Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because 
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a 
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 466-8577

   Party with Us!
PALMTREE INDOOR PLAYGROUNDPALMTREE INDOOR PLAYGROUND

  

504-828-8164
3011 N. I-10 Service Road East in Metairie • palmtreeplayground.com

The Wave
The Wave has a shared 

playground with one other 
party or walk-in play guests. 
During playtime, your guests 
will enjoy reserved seating 

in our café area.

The Private Wave

The Private Wave allows you to 
have a 2-hour private party. You 
will have the full playground with 

just your party guests. During 
playtime your guests will enjoy 
the whole café area for seating.

The Tsunami

The Tsunami is a full 2-hour 
private party in our 

playground and café area. 
Your guests will be able to 

enjoy food and drinks in the 
café area during the full party.

All Parties Include: 2 hours ★ Awesome Party Host ★ White Paper Products
Juice and Soda ★ Pizza ★ Set Up ★ Clean Up ★ 1 walk-in play pass for the birthday child

Food: You may bring the following items for the party rooms: Sandwich trays, Chicken Tenders, Fruit and 
Vegetable Trays and Chips with Dips. NO OUTSIDE DRINKS ALLOWED.

Decorations: Our three private party rooms are decorated with colorful tables and chairs. However if you 
would like to bring decorations, we would love to decorate your room for you! The following items are allowed:

balloons, table cloths and table toppers. We also have 7 adorable themed party room rental options for a $75 add 
on price! (Frozen, Minnie, Mickey, Super Hero, Star Wars, Rainbow and Sesame Street)

Concourse C at the new North Terminal at  
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport is nearing completion.

View from the ticket lobby level during construction 
of the airport’s new North Terminal.

Baggage belts are being installed in baggage claim area in the new airport terminal.

Electrical conduit and cabling are being in-
stalled in the seating areas of the 35 boarding gates.

Only two passenger boarding bridges remain 
to be hung in Concourse C. All the other passenger 
boarding bridges have been hung. In Concourse B, the 
passenger boarding bridge should be hung in the very 
near future.

“The project is moving ahead as planned,” said 
Burns. “We have had excellent cooperation from the 
city of Kenner and the Kenner Police Department. 
The contractors are working diligently to ensure that 
the work will be completed in February, which is our 
priority. We’re grateful to everyone who has helped 
make this enormous construction project proceed. We 
look forward to delivering this major economic engine 
to the people of this community.”  

Aerial photo taken in August 2018 of the Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport’s  
new North Terminal on schedule to open February 2019.

Airport
 from page 1

Advertise in the

468-9125
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455-2355

bELLCO ELECTRiC
Residential • Commercial

over
30 Years

experience

No Job Too Small - We Do all!
METAiRiE KENNER N.O. AREA

LICENSED ¥ BONDED ¥ INSURED

L
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 #
28

61
3

OWNER RONNIE BELLACI 

24-hour electricAl service
7 Days A Week

We install
Automatic Standby

GENERATORS

FREE ESTIMATES
REPLACE FIRE HAZARD FUSE

BOXES WITH CIRCUIT BREAKERS
SAVE 20% ON INSURANCE

LICENSED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED      OWNER RONNIE BELLACI

 
 
 
Academy of Country Music and one Grammy Award 
with 33 of the band’s singles making the charts, will 
play at 6:30 p.m. The band’s hits include “Meet in the 
Middle,” “How Your Love Makes Me Feel,” “One More 
Day,” “Beautiful Mess” and “I Believe.”

Kellie Pickler, a finalist on season five of FOX’s 
“American Idol” will be headlining the music show at 
8:15 p.m. In 2011, Pickler’s album “100 Proof” was 
named the number one Country Album of The Year 
by Rolling Stone. Pickler’s hits include “Red High 
Heels,” “I Wonder,” “Things That Never Cross a 
Man’s Mind,” “Don’t You Know You’re Beautiful” and 

“Best Days of Your Life.” Pickler is an avid supporter 
of the U.S. military, having recently completed 
eleven USO Tours thus far, and in 2013, she part-
nered with dance coach Derek Hough to take home 
the Mirror Ball Trophy on ABC’s “Dancing with the 
Stars.” Pickler currently stars in CMT’s docuseries “I 
Love Kellie Pickler.”

“We are very excited to put on a festival that 
shows off the beautiful lakefront in our city and pro-
vides some free, world-class entertainment for every 
member of the family,” Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said. 

“I want to thank Friends of Rivertown, Jefferson Par-
ish Councilman Dominick Impastato and Visit Ken-
ner, as well as all of our other very generous sponsors 
for all of their support. ‘As one,’ we are all working to 
make ‘Kenner Proud!’”

The event will offer a wide selection of Louisi-

ana’s best cuisine with 15 different food vendors, an 
arts and crafts market with 13 vendors and a play 
area dedicated for kid and family activities. Sponsors 
include Friends of Rivertown, Jefferson Parish Coun-
cilman Dominick Impastato, Visit Kenner, Kenner TV, 
Treasure Chest Casino, Jefferson Parish Councilmen 
Paul Johnston and Mark Spears, Atlantis Partners 
LLC, Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner, BLD Services 
LLC, Louisiana Seafood, Cintas, Southern Eagle, 
United Rental and Air-Effects/Sky-Tracker of New 
Orleans.

The annual Freedom Fest at the Lake is a free event. 
For additional information go to www.KennerFreedom-
Fest.com or Facebook at @kennerfreedomfest.   

Freedom Fest
 from page 1

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2018
3:00 p.m. Gates open
4:00 p.m.  National anthem  

(Jenna Hunts)
4:10 p.m. Mason Ramsey
5:00 p.m. Danielle Bradbery
6:30 p.m. Diamond Rio
8:15 p.m. Kellie Pickler
About
9:30 p.m. Fireworks

Sports Injuries
Shoulder and Knee Conditions
Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy
Physical Therapy

943-5777
7030 Canal Boulevard

889-2663
4921 Airline Drive

www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Orthopedic
Center for

Sports
Medicine

THOMAS R.
LYONS MD

CHARLES P.
MURPHY MD

WILLIAM F.
SHERMAN JR. MD

LUIS M.
ESPINOZA MD

Hablamos Español

Government

The Kenner Fire Department and mutual aid 
partners participated in a two-day exercise through-
out the region with a focus on water-based search 
and rescue.

Kenner Fire Department Captain Larry Gu-
chereau and Operator Manny Ferrell participated in 
a communications exercise held on August 22, 2018, 
along with a dozen other area fire departments, to lo-
cate test targets. On August 23, during the second day 
of the exercise, KFD Operator Steven Ledet and Fire-
fighter John Michael Eddleman took part in an exer-
cise focused on rescue swimming to evacuate individu-
als in flooding or other high-water rescue situations.

The Kenner Fire Department also has training 
scheduled with the Kenner Police Department and 
East Jefferson General Hospital Emergency Medi-
cal Services that will be hosted at Kenner’s Emer-
gency Operations Center in south Kenner.

“By training with the police department, as 
well as regional mutual aid partners such as the 
Tangipahoa Fire District 2 Water Rescue Team 
and the Third District Volunteer Fire Department 
on water operations, we are better prepared to 
assist in the event of a real emergency,” said Ken-
ner Mayor Ben Zahn. “I am very proud of our first 
responders for focusing on reducing risks in and 

around the community. Our Emergency Manage-
ment Department has done an excellent job iden-

tifying grants and working with experts to bring 
first-class training opportunities to our city.”   

Kenner Fire Department participates in water-based search and rescue exercise
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First Saints preseason game - Thurs., Aug. 9 – First regular season game - Sun., Sept. 9 
First LSU game - Sun., Sept. 2.  First NFL regular season game - Thurs., Sept. 6

WE HAVE YOU COVERED THURSDAY-MONDAY FOR FOOTBALL. 

Come watch 
your football at 
Stepbrothers. 
Nobody does it 
better than us!

First Saints preseason game - Thurs., Aug. 9 – First regular season game - Sun., Sept. 9 

We are the place 
to watch LSU & 
Saints games 
on our 19 TVs. 
Not a bad seat 
in the house.

First Saints preseason game - Thurs., Aug. 9 – First regular season game - Sun., Sept. 9 

Beer bucket specials, great 
food & special giveaways 
throughout the season. DJ 
before, during & after the 
game. NFL Ticket. WIFI.

First Saints preseason game - Thurs., Aug. 9 – First regular season game - Sun., Sept. 9 

Come early on Sunday 
for our Bloody Mary 
Specials & pregame 

shows on so you 
can make sure your 
Fantasy Team lineup 
is the best it can be.

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!

OPEN 11 am - 4 am

Come early on Sunday 
for our Bloody Mary 

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856
Come early on Sunday 

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

Landscaping & Design,  

Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,

Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal 

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation 

Systems, Fountains, Grading,  

Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial

Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd   1 2/22/13   9:36 PM

Kenner Star Past Editions
www.kennerstar.com

3409 Williams Blvd.

We Shop For You!
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Homeowners insurance provides  
coverage for your home and personal  
belongings. Liability coverage is another  
critical component.

 Single Family Homes  Condominiums 

 Rental Properties   Much More

www.guffeyinsurance.netSINCE 1987

467-0800
PROUDLY 

REPRESENTING

Guffey_0516.indd   1 4/23/16   7:26 PM

Southern Grace 
Transformations LLC

JAMIE CAMPBELL • 266-9043
Painter/Decorative Finisher
Southerngracetransformations@yahoo.com

 http://facebook.com/southerngracetransformationsllc http://facebook.com/southerngracetransformationsllc

Of the money paid by Treasure Chest Casino to 
the city, by city ordinance, 50 percent is dedicated to 
citywide capital projects, 25 percent is divided equally 
to each council district for capital infrastructure 
maintenance and construction and the remaining 
25 percent is used for reduction of the city’s debt. In 
1994, when the Kenner City Council agreed upon this 
disbursement formula it became the first major capital 
outlay funding in the city’s budget since 1982.

Millions and millions of dollars in street, drainage 
and sewer work, among other capital improvements, 
have been paid for by Treasure Chest Casino monies 
benefitting all five council districts, contributing to a 
major part of infrastructure improvement in the city 
over the last two years.

“Congratulations to Boyd Gaming and everyone at 
the Treasure Chest for another excellent year,” Kenner 
Mayor Ben Zahn said. “The Treasure Chest supports 

Kenner in a number of different ways and we are lucky 
to have a corporation that gives back to the community. 
With the new law allowing dockside gambling, we are 
excited to work with the Treasure Chest for a new, ex-
panded presence on the Kenner lakefront.”

Rodney Miller, marketing director of the Trea-
sure Chest, is a native of the New Orleans area and has 
worked for Treasure Chest and parent company, Boyd 
Gaming, since 2002. “It has been a memorable 24 years 
here at Treasure Chest, especially for the many team 
members who have been with us since we opened back 
in September of 1994,” said Miller. “We appreciate the 
support of the Kenner Community over the last 24 years 
and look forward to many more fun and exciting years 
ahead here in Laketown.

Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 
5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 
24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. 
until 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. The casino’s 
phone number is 443-8000 and the website is www.
treasurechestcasino.com.    

Treasure Chest
 from page 1

be operating from four different locations, three of 
which are located in Kenner. The newest Discovery 
location is located in Old Jefferson at 3528 Montford 
Street near Shrewsbury Avenue. The school will be 
called the Discovery Education Center and is located 
at the site of the former Jefferson Community School. 
Patty Glaser, founder and chief executive officer of 
Discovery, said plans for the education center were 
worked out with Jefferson Parish School Superin-
tendent Cade Brumley and the school board after 
a Jefferson Parish lottery computer glitch resulted 
in erroneously selecting names of children to attend 
the LA4 Early Childhood four-year-old program. Af-
ter a second Jefferson Parish lottery was held in an 
attempt to correct the glitch, some children previ-
ously chosen were not selected again. To make up for 
the mistake, Discovery officials and Jefferson Parish 
school board staffers worked out the plan to house 
80 four-year-old children at the former Jefferson 
Community School’s facility. Glaser said, “Kenner 
Discovery and the Jefferson Parish Public School 
System have worked as a collaborative team toward 
the best solution for children and their families with 
this endeavor.”

The original Discovery location in Kenner was 
opened in an abandoned school building on Maine 
Avenue. The Maine Avenue location houses 950 
students in grades first through eighth. 125 kinder-
garten students are housed at the renovated Kenner 
Exhibition Hall in Rivertown on Williams Boulevard. 
There is also a Discovery modular campus on Vintage 
Drive with more than 400 ninth, tenth and eleventh 
graders attending school there.

“We appreciate the consistent support of our 
faculty and families,” said Glaser. More than 95 per-
cent of our students from last year are returning to 
Kenner Discovery this year. More than 95 percent of 
our faculty from last year is returning this year. Our 
faculty are experts in their field and our parents give 
many volunteer hours to the school each year.”

In addition, said Glaser, the Jefferson Parish 
School Board has approved a replication of the char-
ter school and plans to open a second school in 2021, 
with kindergarten to eighth grade, a site still to be 
determined.

“We earned the right to replicate our succes-
sive high academic performance,” said Glaser. “We 
are honored that the community and school board 
want Discovery to replicate and are supportive of our 
growth.”    

Kenner Discovery
 from page 1

In August, Penguin Skating opened a perma-
nent 2,200-square-foot ice rink on the second floor 
in the location that previously housed a toy store and 
book store. The skating rink will be open during mall 
hours – 10:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. on Monday through 
Saturday and from noon to 6:00 p.m. on Sunday of-
fering four-hour skating sessions for $15 admission 
which includes skate rental.

The Esplanade, a one million-square foot mall 
originally opened in 1983, is located on 80 acres at 
1401 W. Esplanade Avenue.

The Esplanade has over 80 shopping, dining 
and entertainment options including Target, Dil-
lard’s, The Grand Theatre, Victoria’s Secret, 365 by 
Image, Love Culture and more. Food options include 
Go Pizza, Sam’s Seafood and Grill, Philly Dat Up and 
Café du Monde.

To see a full list of stores in The Esplanade visit 
www.esplanademall.com.    

The Esplanade
 from page 1
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CELEBRAT ION

Earn entries August 28 – September 3. 10 Tier Credits  = 1 Entry. B Connected members receive one free entry. Check-in begins at 4:00pm on drawing day.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 | 5:00pm, 6:00pm, & 7:00pm
 Simply play with your B Connected Card
 for your chance to win!

5:00pm: 10 WINNERS of $100 Slot Dollars

6:00pm: 10 WINNERS of $100 Slot Dollars

7:00pm: 2 WINNERS of a 7-DAY CARIBBEAN 
 CRUISE for two on Holland America Line® 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3  |  11:00AM - 7:00PM

TWO WAYS TO CELEBRATE!

Simply earn 50 Tier Credits, then visit any kiosk 
to swipe and win 2 PRIZES!

Receive BONUS ENTRIES into our BIG CRUISE giveaway 
AND receive a special LABOR DAY Slot Dollar prize.

Must earn required tier credits before receiving kiosk offer. Other restrictions apply. 
See B Connected Club for details.


