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Numerous holiday events abound in Kenner
The lights to the city’s Christmas tree in Ken-

ner’s Rivertown will be turned on by Kenner Mayor 
Ben Zahn during the Christmas Village opening and 
Santa’s arrival at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, December 6, 
2019. Christmas Village is returning to Rivertown 
this year after two years at Kenner City Park.

The Christmas Village will be open Fridays 
and Saturdays from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. through 
Saturday, December 28 with snow every weekend 
along with food and entertainment. Pictures with 
Santa are available from 6:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. 
through December 21. A 5-x-7 color print can be 
purchased for $5.

The city still has a few spots open for “Break-

fast with Santa” on Saturday, December 7, held 
from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. at the Kenner City 
Park Pavilion located at 3800 Loyola Drive. A sec-
ond breakfast on Saturday, December 14 is sold out. 
These are a pancake and sausage breakfast filled 
with games, arts and crafts, pictures with Santa 
Claus and more. Children under two are admitted 
free and admission for children over two is $7 with 
adult tickets at $10.

Kenner is hosting an “Ugly Sweater Party” on 
Saturday, December 7 from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. 
at Rivertown’s Heritage Hall, 303 Williams Boule-
vard. Admission is $10 for adults, $7 for children 
over the age of two with children under two admit-

ted free.
Families are invited to participate in a ginger-

bread house making event scheduled for Friday, De-
cember 15 at noon at the Kenner City Park Pavilion. 
The fee is $20 per family and includes the kit.

Pet owners can get pictures with Santa on 
December 14 at the Santa Paws event at the dog 
park in Kenner City Park. The event begins at 
10:00 a.m. with Christmas crafters, who will be 
available until 2:00 p.m. Pet pictures with Santa 
are available from noon to 2:00 p.m. A 5-x-7 print 
can be purchased for $5.

In Heritage Park in Rivertown, two special 
outdoor movie nights are scheduled in December 

as part of Christmas Village festivities. “The Star” 
will be shown in Heritage Park on the 25-
foot outdoor screen at 7:00 p.m. on De-
cember 14 and “Aladdin” will 
be shown at 7:00 p.m. on 
December 28.

The city is sponsoring its 
annual senior citizen Christmas 
dinner on Wednesday, December 
18 at Heritage Hall for Kenner resi-
dents age 60 and up. The dinner is 
for 11:00 a.m. and walk-ins are invited.

Amid thousands of compliments for the archi-
tecture and sight lines of the new Louis Armstrong 
New Orleans International Airport terminal, the 
airport’s employees have been working diligently 
around the clock to resolve the logistical issues in 
the resplendent building since its opening on No-
vember 6. On average the airport sees about 40,000 
travelers per day.

Kevin C. Dolliole, director of aviation, said 
“Airports are dynamic environments with systems 
constantly changing. Overall, we are seeing improve-
ments in airport operations since day one as airport 
staff, airlines, tenants and passengers familiarize 
themselves with the new terminal. Moving forward 
we will continue to make any short-term and long-
term adjustments as needed to provide a world-class 
experience.”

The old former terminal was built in 1956 and a 
successful transition has been completed to the new 
facility on the other side of the airfield. “The fact that 
we have the opportunity to build and operate a $1 bil-
lion facility at no cost to our taxpayers is an extraor-
dinary accomplishment for our region,” said Dolliole.

Travelers and visitors have had to cope with 
logistical problems at the new terminal, but that is 
to be expected with so many moving parts and com-
plex logistics. However, said Dolliole, opening a new 
airport is like moving a small city to a new location. 

“As everyone knows,” said Dolliole, “airports are very 
complex organizations with more than 4,000 employ-
ees representing hundreds of different stakeholders 
spanning across airlines, police, ground transporta-
tion operators, skycaps, concessionaires, delivery driv-
ers, custodial staff and parking operators just to name 
a few.” Given the complexity of learning to operate a 
brand-new building of this magnitude, said Dolliole, 
logistical issues aren’t surprising and we knew there 

Much praise for new terminal beauty, airport 
staff making great progress in resolving 
opening issues
By Allan Katz
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A new guest pass program will allow non-passen-
gers to access the new Louis Armstrong International 
Airport’s terminal’s three concourses to sample food, 
drink, news, gift and specialty retail options at over 40 
concessionaires beyond the TSA checkpoints. Expect-
ed to be ready after Thanksgiving, the guest pass pro-
gram requires those who wish to participate to go to 
the airport’s website, www.flymsy.com, and apply for 
a guest pass at least 24 hours before their visit. Kevin 

Dolliole, airport director of aviation, said, “The MSY 
Guest Pass program will give locals a chance to see 
the beautiful new airport, the new restaurants and 
shops, the art work and hear the live music whenever 
they might wish to do so. It’s also a way that locals 
can become accustomed to the facility.”

Even before initiating the guest pass system, 
concessionaires have been happy with their business 

Guest pass allows non-travelers to access new 
airport terminal’s over 40 concessionaires

The Kenner Food Bank is part of the Citizens 
Services Department for the city and their mission 
is to help the fight against hunger by ensuring that 
families, the elderly and the homeless in need of help 
receive it.

The rising cost of food, housing and utilities, 
coupled with high unemployment and low-paying jobs 
have increased the need for food assistance in the city, 
especially during the holidays.

“We believe it is very important to take care of our 
residents in need, so the food bank has a very impor-
tant role in our city,” Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said. “I 
hope anyone who is able to help will consider making 
a donation to the food bank.”

“At the Kenner Food Bank, it does not matter 

who you are,” said Chavonne Thompson, Kenner Citi-
zens Services Director. “Our belief is that no person in 
the city of Kenner should go hungry and we are here 
to help.”

The Kenner Food Bank receives weekly  

Kenner Food Bank especially needs donations 
during holidays
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Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner was awarded 
an “A” in the fall 2019 Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade, 
a national distinction recognizing OMC-Kenner’s 
achievements protecting patients from harm and pro-
viding safer health care. The hospital was also recog-
nized by Healthgrades as “5-star rated” for treatment 
of heart failure and colorectal surgeries.

The Leapfrog Group is an independent national 
watchdog organization driven by employers and other 
purchasers of health care committed to improving 
health care quality and safety for consumers and pur-
chasers. The Safety Grade assigns an “A,” “B,” “C,” “D” 
 or “F” grade to all general hospitals across the coun-
try based on their performance in preventing medical 
errors, injuries, accidents, infections and other harms 

to patients in their care.
Developed under the guidance of a national ex-

pert panel, the Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade uses 
28 measures of publicly available hospital safety data 
to assign grades to more than 2,600 U.S. acute-care 
hospitals twice per year. The Hospital Safety Grade’s 
methodology is peer-reviewed and fully transparent 
and the results are free to the public.

Healthgrades is the leading online resource for 
information about physicians and hospitals. OMC-
Kenner’s achievement is part of the Healthgrades 
2020 “Report to the Nation” which underscores the 
importance of hospital quality to both consumers and 
hospital leaders. Every year Healthgrades evaluates 

Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner recognized 
by two national patient safety groups
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Kenn� ’s Magical
Christmas Village
IN KENNER’S RIVERTOWN

Food and Entertainment

Christmas Village

SNOW EVERY 

WEEKEND

Friday, Dec. 6
Fridays and Saturdays 6pm-9pm

For More Information Call 468-7231

SANTA ARRIVESAT 6pm

Through Sat. Dec. 28

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes★ Running time: 27 minutes★   
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big Dipper, the 
North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to the moon and discover 
how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even though friends may live in different 
countries, we all share the same sky!

Big Bird’s 
Adventure

Season of Light
Saturdays - 3 p.m. 
Season of Light
Saturdays - 3 p.m. 
Season of Light

★ Running time: 35 minutes
Season of Light

 Running time: 35 minutes
Season of Light

  
• Why do we decorate trees at Christmas?   • Why do we kiss under the mistletoe?
• Why do we light the candles of a Menorah?   • What did the Wise Men really see in 

the East? Find these answers and more! Learn the history behind many of our holiday traditions and explore the sky 
at the time of Jesus’ birth in this heartwarming holiday planetarium show!

LASER HOLIDAYS
Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes Children and adults alike will surely fi nd 
the holiday spirit in this spectacular laser-fi lled presentation of seasonal holiday music! Feel the excitement 
as Frosty, Rudolph and other holiday favorites are brought to life through a dazzling display of laser lights 
and music! Selections range from the classics of Nat King Cole to the modern melodies of Mariah Carey!

LASER HOLIDAYS
Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes  Children and adults alike will surely fi nd 
the holiday spirit in this spectacular laser-fi lled presentation of seasonal holiday music! Feel the excitement 
as Frosty, Rudolph and other holiday favorites are brought to life through a dazzling display of laser lights 

Dream to Fly Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  
Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of fl ying. Tales of mythical dragon fl ights 
thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. Leonardo da 
Vinci stoked the dreams of fl ight with his fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned 
to look at nature for the secrets of fl ight. Open your audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas 
about fl ight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient impulse that has 

taken us from the ground to the stars.

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 700622020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  ★   Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show  ★  Children/Seniors, $5 per show   ★  Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us        show schedule subject to change

N ine Planets and Counting
★

ANDANDANDANDANDANDANDANDANDANDANDANDANDANDANDANDANDANDANDANDAND

Flying Monsters Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 40  minutes★ Running time: 40  minutes★   
National Geographic Entertainment’s National Geographic Entertainment’s Flying MonstersFlying Monsters sets out to uncover the truth about Flying Monsters sets out to uncover the truth about Flying Monsters
the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a wingspan of approximately 40 feet and equal 
to that of a modern-day jet plane. Flying Monsters features one of the greatest mysteries in Flying Monsters features one of the greatest mysteries in Flying Monsters
paleontology: how and why did pterosaurs fl y? How did creatures the size of giraffes defy 
gravity and soar through prehistoric skies? 

Children and adults alike will surely fi nd 
the holiday spirit in this spectacular laser-fi lled presentation of seasonal holiday music! Feel the excitement 
as Frosty, Rudolph and other holiday favorites are brought to life through a dazzling display of laser lights 

$1 OFF
w/Donation
of a Canned 

Good
of a Canned 

Good
of a Canned 

To Benefi t the 
Kenner Food Bank

Ugly Sweater 
Party

December 7
6pm-8pm

Heritage Hall
303 Williams Blvd.

$10 for adults

$7 for children

Under 2 Free

Grinchmas
December 21

6pm - 8pm

Heritage Hall

303 Williams Blvd.

$10 for adults

$7 for children

Under 2 Free

For more information or to purchase tickets, please visit kenner.recdesk.com

or call the Kenner Recreation Department at 468-7211

Pet Pictures with Santa
12pm - 2pm
$5 for a 5x7

Christmas
    Crafters
10am-2pm

Kenner City Park - Dog Park
December 6



3         KENNER STHR  H  DECEMBER 2019 

PEAKE IN OUR  
COMMUNITY ... 
 

Martin Peake of Peake BMW donated 5 TREK pedal assisted 
 bicycles to the Kenner Police Department’s Bicycle Patrol Division.  
Chief Michael J. Glaser is  extremely  grateful of the generosity  
from Martin Peake and is looking forward to the bicycles 
 being used in the neighborhoods. 

 

Peake BMW  
2630 Veterans Blvd.  
Kenner, LA  70062 
504-469-6165 
peakebmw.com

Stock# 5P56274  
DUE AT SIGNING $6,500.00  
MILES ALLOWED 10K PER YEAR 
MONTHS 36 

NEW 2019 BMW X1

PEAKE SPECIAL OFFERING 
Plus, take advantage of this special offering at Peake BMW... 
You are just one click away from an incredible offer on the  
Ultimate Driving Machine. ™  
peakebmw.com 

$199 Per Month Lease* 
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Innovative  
cancer care, 

close to home.

How we care for our patients:

• Multidisciplinary approach to care, with many
appointments on the same day

• We treat the whole patient, not just
the disease

200 W. Esplanade Ave  |  Kenner, LA 70065

We do more than just offer advanced, innovative 
cancer treatments. We ensure our patients 
receive compassionate, personalized care 
throughout their journey from a collaborative 
team of experts, including physicians, nurses, 
social workers, researchers and more.

Specialties include Hematology, Neuroendocrine 
Tumors, Infusion, Interventional Radiology, and 
Advanced Imaging.

Visit ochsner.org/schedule 
or call 504.443.9500

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of 
food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and 
questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For 
detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Recipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe Corner
Mac and Cheese with 
Speckled Trout
By foodieforone.com

This “Mac and Cheese” rises to gourmet holiday status with the addition of beautiful 
gulf speckled trout. The fl avor is divine. What a perfect gift to present at holiday gatherings!

INGREDIENTS
1 lb. dry elbow macaroni; 4 slices raw bacon; 2 large speckled trout fi lets, cut into pieces
1/4 teaspoon Cajun seasoning; 3 tablespoons butter; 1/2 cup all-purpose fl our; 3 cups half and half; 
3 cups shredded cheddar; 1 cup shredded mozzarella; 1/4 teaspoon cayenne; 1/4 teaspoon salt; 
1/2 teaspoon black pepper; 1/2 teaspoon garlic powder; Italian bread crumbs

DIRECTIONS
Cook pasta according to package directions; drain and set aside. In a Dutch oven over medium 
heat, fry bacon slices till crisp, remove and drain. Chop in small bits and set aside. Reserve bacon 
drippings in Dutch oven. Season fi sh fi lets with Cajun seasoning and cook in bacon drippings about 
3 minutes per side. Remove and rough chop. In same Dutch oven over medium heat, add the butter 
and cook about a minute. Whisk in the fl our, reduce heat to low and whisk in the half and half. Then 
add fl our and whisk until fl our has dissolved. Slowly whisk in the cheeses, one cup at a time, and 
fold in the bacon, chopped speckled trout, pasta and seasonings. Remove from heat. Preheat oven 
to broil. Pour pasta mixture into a large oven proof serving dish, sprinkle the top generously with 
bread crumbs and broil just until the top turns golden brown and crisps. Keep a close eye as you 
don’t want to burn this masterpiece!

Brings 8 generous servings. Happy Holiday Cooking from Foodieforone
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Louisiana’s fortunate governor
By Jeff Crouere

The new $1 bil-
lion Louis Armstrong 
New Orleans Inter-
national Airport is a 
gem.

You might say that for $1 billion, it certainly 
ought to be a gem and then some.

But the new airport lives up to its promise in 
appearance, in functionality and in terms of eco-
nomic impact. Although there have been some 
logistical problems, the new airport is a reflection 
of good planning and foresight. The fact is that an 
airport is a very complex mechanism with a lot 
of moving parts. There are issues that had to be 
resolved one by one and if not corrected yet, they 
will be. Aviation Director Kevin Dolliole said he 
and his team “will continue to lean forward as we 
implement all these new systems.”

There are lots of folks who deserve the 
credit for this $1 billion addition to Kenner’s 
infrastructure, foremost among them is former 

New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu. There had 
been talk for years of the need for a new airport 
in South Louisiana. While New Orleans was get-
ting by with what was essentially a World War II 
airport, other cities like Atlanta, Memphis, Miami, 
Houston and Dallas-Fort Worth had built great 
modern airports. There was even a movement in 
the late 1990s to build a new Louisiana airport 
between Baton Rouge and New Orleans. It never 
got off the ground. It was Landrieu who came up 
with the vision of building the new terminal on 
the north end of the airport tract. And it was the 
Landrieu team that figured out how to finance 
the new terminal without raising anyone’s taxes. 
If the new airport had required a tax increase, it 
would have been dead on arrival.

Landrieu’s other challenge was garnering 
support from government officials in Kenner or 
the project was dead. Mike Yenni was Kenner’s 
mayor at the time and Landrieu won his support. 
When Ben Zahn succeeded Yenni as Kenner’s 
mayor, he also bought into the concept of a new 

airport in the center of Kenner. Both Yenni and 
Zahn saw that a $1 billion addition to the Kenner 
landscape would bring with it a windfall of new 
jobs and a tremendous economic impact that 
would bring tens of millions of dollars to Kenner 
for generations to come. When Latoya Cantrell 
succeeded Landrieu as New Orleans’ mayor, she 
also developed an excellent working relationship 
with Mayor Zahn.

Now the new airport is a reality and it aver-
aged 40,000 passengers a day in its first weeks. In 
2018, the old airport served a record 12 million 
passengers. If the new airport lives up to its prom-
ise, it will have a tremendous economic impact 
on New Orleans, Kenner and the rest of South 
Louisiana.

I would like to suggest that when the air-
port’s innovative guest pass program is imple-
mented after the Thanksgiving holidays that you, 
your family and friends take advantage of it. I 
think you will be impressed by the beauty of the 
airport, the handsome gates, the sheer size of 

the facility and the excellence of the restaurants, 
bars and shops. There is also the live New Orleans 
music and local artwork that the Dolliole team 
has wisely included.

In all, the new airport is a tremendous in-
vestment in the future that will serve both New 
Orleans and Kenner well in the decades to come. 
It is perhaps ironic that Mitch Landrieu’s father, 
Mayor Moon Landrieu, was the driving force be-
hind the construction of the Louisiana Superdo-
me, that has been the catalyst behind a windfall 
of billions of dollars in expenditures and invest-
ments. In much the same way, the new Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport 
terminal will bring jobs and major investments to 
Kenner that will advance the city’s quality of life 
for many years to come.    

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.

New airport shines like a jewel
By Allan Katz

Political

It is nice to be 
John Bel Edwards. He 
is the only Democrat 
governor in the Deep 

South and was just re-elected to a second term with 
51% of the vote despite the fact that Louisiana is a 
red state. Other than Edwards, all of the statewide 
elected officials in Louisiana are Republicans. In 
2016, Louisiana voters supported Donald Trump in 
the presidential election by a 58 to 38% margin over 
the Democratic Party nominee Hillary Clinton.

In this election, Edwards was able to overcome 
the president’s three visits to Louisiana because of 
some unique circumstances. While Donald Trump is 
still popular in Louisiana, so is John Bel Edwards. Vot-
ers in Louisiana gave Edwards a 50+ percent approval 
rating in the final polls, even after months of political 
attacks from his GOP opponents.

There are many reasons for the popularity of 
the governor. He added almost 500,000 people to the 
Medicaid rolls in Louisiana. He expanded rights for 
the LGBT community and supported the passage of 
teacher pay raises. As governor, he was able to use his 
vast powers to award grants and green light expensive 
state projects that benefitted people across Louisiana. 
It is not a coincidence that the last incumbent to lose 
a governor’s race in Louisiana was Buddy Roemer in 
1991.

It also was very helpful for Edwards to face high-
ly beatable opponents. This happened in his first gu-
bernatorial election in 2015. In that race, he defeated 
then United States Senator David Vitter in the runoff 
by a huge 57 to 43% margin.

Vitter was a weak opponent because he was 
tainted by a prostitution scandal. He also was disliked 
by many of his fellow Republicans. In 2015, Edwards 
would have probably lost the runoff election if he had 
to face either of the other two Republican candidates 
in the race, former Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne or for-
mer Public Service Commissioner Scott Angelle.

The primary election was so contentious among 

 
 
 
 
the Republican candidates that neither Angelle nor 
Dardenne endorsed Vitter in the runoff against Ed-
wards. In fact, Dardenne supported Edwards and 
later was appointed to be the commissioner of admin-
istration.

In this election, Edwards had the luxury of fac-
ing two relatively unknown Republican opponents. 
Businessman Eddie Rispone of Baton Rouge was es-
tablished in some political circles as a donor and ac-
tivist, but he was a newcomer as a candidate for office. 
He poured millions of dollars of his own money into 
the race just to acquire name recognition.

The other Republican candidate was Fifth Dis-
trict U.S. Congressman Ralph Abraham of Alto, who 
represented north Louisiana. The voters in the rest of 
Louisiana were unfamiliar with Abraham, who was in 
his third term in Congress. Abraham lacked the nec-
essary funding to become known throughout the rest 
of the state and mount a truly competitive race for 
governor. Thus, it was predictable that Rispone made 
the runoff against Edwards.

It was certainly easier for Edwards to face 
Rispone in the runoff than some of the other Repub-
lican statewide elected officials who decided not to 
enter the race. U.S. Senator John Kennedy, Lt. Gov-
ernor Billy Nungesser, Attorney General Jeff Landry 
and state Treasurer John Schroder decided to main-
tain their current positions instead of challenging Ed-
wards. Any of them would have been a stronger runoff 
opponent against Edwards than Rispone for they had 
already been elected to statewide office.

Another potentially strong candidate would 
have been 1st District Congressman Steve Scalise of 
Metairie, who serves as the House Republican Whip. 
Scalise would have been a very difficult candidate for 
Edwards to face. In fact, President Trump used a ride 
on Air Force One to try to convince Scalise to enter 
the race. It was to no avail since Scalise decided to 
stay in Congress with the hopes of eventually being 
elected Majority Leader or Speaker of the House if the 
GOP takes back control of the lower chamber.

While Edwards was indeed fortunate with his 

opponents in both of his victories, his talent as a 
candidate cannot be overlooked. He performed well 
in the debates and his ability as a communicator has 
greatly improved during his time as governor. He ran 
an aggressive campaign that attacked his GOP oppo-
nents on issues such as Medicaid expansion, teacher 
pay raises and school lunches.

Not only did Rispone not effectively respond to 
the attacks from Edwards and the Gumbo PAC, an 
outside group that was very active in the race, but he 
also did not appropriately exploit in his campaign the 
many issues that were vulnerabilities for Governor 
Edwards. For example, Louisiana is the only state 
in the nation to lose jobs in the last year and is one 
of only eight states to lose population. Many families 
have been split due to the poor economic conditions 
in the state. This situation has created tremendous 
hardships throughout Louisiana.

Other issues that could have been addressed 
more forcefully by Rispone include the expansion of 
the state budget by $7 billion and the huge increase in 
state sales taxes. The surplus that the state is current-
ly enjoying is due to the excess taxes that are collected 
on the citizens. In addition, the governor’s cherished 
criminal justice reform was very controversial and 
many of the almost 2,000 prisoners released onto the 
streets of Louisiana were later arrested, some for seri-
ous offenses such as murder.

In the end, Edwards did enough in his campaign 
to prevail, despite the president’s active involvement. 
It helped that his opponent was inexperienced and 
ran a rather unimpressive campaign. While Edwards 
has formidable political skills, he has been quite for-
tunate in both of his victories to have faced relatively 
weak opposition.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his 
award-winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs lo-
cally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays 
on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 
a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 
990 AM and www.Wgso.com. Crouere, a political colum-
nist, is the author of “America’s Last Chance” and pro-
vides regular commentaries on the Jeff Crouere You-
Tube channel and on www.JeffCrouere.com. For more 
information, email Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.

from The Editor
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Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!
GENERATE 
SOLID LEADS

LEARN 
LEADERSHIP SKILLS
BE A CONFIDENT 

PUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVE 

PROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

The Executive 
Achievers Association meets 

for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

December 12
Copeland Towers Suite 
& Conference Center
2601 Severn Ave, Metairie

https://eaanola.org

From the lights 
across Williams Boule-
vard that stretch from 
the river to the lake to 

decorations in both Heritage Park and City Park and 
annual Christmas Village events throughout December, 
Kenner is definitely ready for a month-long Christmas 
celebration.

The yearly light display across Williams Boulevard 
went up a week before Thanksgiving, and in addition, 
figurines and banners were placed on power poles in 
the city. It’s all about creating a special Christmas feel 
throughout Kenner.

But we do much more than Christmas decorations.
The yearly Christmas Village starts Saturday, 

Dec. 6 in Heritage Park in Rivertown. With the help of 
Police Chief Mike Glaser and city council members, I 
will officially light Kenner’s Christmas tree at 6 p.m.  

 
 
The Village continues every Friday and Saturday from 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m., with “snow” each night, performances 
from local schools, dance groups and choirs and an ap-
pearance from Santa. Christmas Village ends on Dec. 
28. Pictures with Santa will be available from 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. through Dec. 21. The 5-by-7 color prints can 
be purchased for $5 each.

We moved the Village back to Rivertown this year 
to avoid the issue we’ve had in the past few years with 
wet weather forcing us to cancel several days of the 
Christmas Village celebration. We aren’t leaving City 
Park, however, and I’ll mention some of the special 
Christmas events scheduled at the Pavilion and Dog 
Park in just a bit.

In Heritage Park in Rivertown, two free outdoor 
movie nights are scheduled in December as part of 
Christmas Village. “The Star” will be shown in Heritage 
Park on the 25-foot outdoor screen at 7 p.m. on Dec. 14 

and “Aladdin” will be shown at 7 p.m. on Dec. 28.
An Ugly Sweater Party will be held on Saturday, 

Dec. 7 from 6 to 8 p.m. at Heritage Hall, 303 Williams 
Blvd. There will be games, a DJ, an ugly sweater contest, 
prizes and party food. The cost is $10 per for adults; $7 
for children and kids under 2 years old are free. Every 
family that registers gets a free picture with Santa. A 
special Grinchmas event will be held on Saturday, Dec. 
21 in Heritage Hall from 6 to 8 p.m. This is a pizza party 
with games, arts and crafts and pictures with Mr. Grin-
ch. The cost is $10 for adults and $7 for children, with no 
charge for kids under the age of 2.

The popular Breakfast with Santa returns to the 
Kenner City Park Pavilion, 3800 Loyola Drive, on both Dec. 
7 and Dec. 14. Both pancake and sausage breakfasts are 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. There will be games, arts and crafts, 
face-painting and pictures with Santa. The cost is $10 for 
adults; $7 for children and no charge for kids under the 
age of 2. Please check to make sure there are seats avail-
able for this popular event at kenner.recdesk.com.

On Dec. 14, Santa will arrive at the Kenner Dog 
Park for a Santa Paws Pictures event. The fun begins 
with a crafters area set up near the park at 10 a.m. Pic-
tures with Santa are available from noon to 2 p.m.

On Dec. 15, a gingerbread making event for the 
family will be held at the Pavilion beginning at noon. 
The cost is $20 per child. Spaces are filling up quickly 
for many of these events. To purchase tickets for any of 
the events, go to kenner.recdesk.com and look under 
the “Programs” listing. For more information, call the 
Kenner Recreation Department at 468-7211.

And from my family to yours, we’d like to wish 
everyone a wonderful Christmas and a happy holiday 
season.

Merry Christmas, Kenner!   

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at  
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

We’re spreading Christmas cheer throughout the city
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor

As you finish pre-
paring for the fast-ap-
proaching holidays, you 
must remember that 

criminals are also very busy this time of year. The most 
frequent holiday crimes are committed in and around 
shopping malls when you are not paying attention. Please 
review the following safety tips with your family. These sug-
gestions will help you have a safe and happy holiday season.

Avoid shopping when you are exhausted. You are 
more alert when you are less tired.

Always lock your car doors, even if leaving your 
car for just a moment. Car thieves are always watching 
and take vehicles that are easiest to steal.

Hang your belongings on hooks in dressing rooms 
and public restrooms to avoid them being snatched from 
under your feet.

When parking at shopping centers, do so in areas 
that are properly lit and bring a shopping partner along 
with you for safety.

Write down or mark your parked car’s location via 
your smart phone’s GPS. Being unable to locate your ve-
hicle can cause stress and confusion that will make you 
an easy target for criminals.

Before you exit your vehicle, check the area to make 
sure it looks safe and keep your engine running until 
you’re ready to leave your vehicle in case you should 
need to flee the area quickly.

Do not have your arms completely filled when go-
ing to your car, especially when it’s dark.

Make sure to put your purchases in the trunk of 
your vehicle and out of sight so thieves aren’t tempted to 
break into your vehicle.

Occasionally check your purse to make sure it is 
securely closed to avoid becoming a victim of pickpockets.

When ordering gifts online, make sure the web-
site you use is secure before providing your credit card 
number.

Check into any unfamiliar organization looking 
for “holiday donations.”

After opening gifts, break down all boxes and put 
them in plastic bags to hide the fact you have valuable 
items in your home.

Be extremely careful using ATM machines this 
time of year. Always use them in populated places and 
pay close attention to what’s going on around you.

When shopping during this time of year, forgo car-
rying around large amounts of cash. Instead, make gift 
purchases with checks or credit cards when possible.

In your home, avoid displaying gifts where they 
can easily be seen from a window or doorway. Leaving 
gifts in plain view may attract unwanted attention.

If you’ll be leaving town for the holidays, ask a 
trusted neighbor to keep an eye on your home. Having 
someone pick up your mail and parking their vehicle in 
your driveway from time to time will give the appear-
ance that someone is indeed home.

You can also create the illusion of someone being 
home by using timers on lights, radios and TVs.

Make a list of emergency contacts to bring with you 
on your journey including state police information for 
each state you’ll be traveling through.

If you’ll be flying during the holidays, use covered 
luggage tags to conceal your address and consider using 
your office address instead of your home address.

Keep an eye on your luggage and valuables both in 
the airport and on your flight and consider wearing a 
waist/fanny pack or neck wallet, especially while sleep-
ing on a flight.

For extra peace of mind, feel free to contact the 
Kenner Police Department at 712-2200 or use the Kenner 
Police Department’s mobile app to request a patrol of your 
home while you are away for the holidays. The Kenner 
Police Department wishes you and your loved ones a safe 
and happy holiday season. Please feel free to contact me 
should you have any safety issues or concerns   

Kenner Police Chief Glaser can be reached by 
email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Kenner Police 
Department website at www.kennerpd.com. Download 
the free Kenner Police Department mobile app for 
both Apple and Android devices and access the Ken-
ner Police Department Facebook and Twitter pages 
for the latest updated crime, traffic and other law 
enforcement-related information.

Holiday safety=holiday cheer 
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief

Police

Government

 

Kenner Business Association 
www.kennerbusinessassociation.com 

January Luncheon 
Tuesday, January 21st · 11:30am - 1:00pm 

The Crossing 

 Chateau Country Club - 3600 Chateau Blvd. Kenner 

 

4th Annual Holiday Party 
Tuesday, December 10th · 5:30pm - 8:00pm 

519 Williams Boulevard - Kenner 
Judy LaBella  416-7637 Admission: $30 per person 

Proceeds to benefit local nonprofits Sponsorships Available Mary-Sharon Howland  452-0477 

Contact: Judy LaBella  416-7637 

Guest Speaker - J.T. Curtis 

CITY OF KENNER
   Council Meeting Schedule

First Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
Friday after the third Thursday  

of each month at 11:00 a.m.
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Government

MCKENZIE’S TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License • Military & Family Owned

Fully Insured

456-1300

FREE ESTIMATES
             Cell 432-3548

Hurricane season 
is here! All trees should 
be trimmed for safety!
      No job too big or too small!

Tree trimming & removal 
Fencing

Stump grinding

Construction
Hedging

All landscape needs
Dirt spreading

We recently reached 
 a very important a 

milestone when we held our 100th ribbon cutting 
since Mayor Ben Zahn and the administration took 
office in January of 2017.

As an assistant to the mayor, part of my job in-
cludes working with new businesses and those that 
are expanding to help them navigate the licensing 
process and to set up ribbon cutting ceremonies 
with those who would like them.

Another big part of my job is to work with 
representatives from movie companies and TV pro-
ductions to talk about the advantages of filming in 
Kenner and to guide them through that permitting 
process.

Economic development was one of Mayor 
Zahn’s top priorities when he took office, and the 
number of ribbon cuttings – as well as the regular 
filming that takes place in the city – are excellent 
examples of the city’s economic health.

The ribbon cuttings we have held have involved 
companies both large and small and from a variety 
of different areas – from restaurants and hair salons 
to car dealerships.

In talking to new businesses, or existing com-
panies that are expanding, we try to get feedback 
on what we are doing right and what we can do to 
improve. What we hear most often is that Kenner 

is a business-friendly city with an extremely safe 
environment provided by the Kenner Police Depart-
ment. Many business owners also comment on the 
diversity of our population and our location close to 
the new $1.3 billion North Terminal.

While 100 ribbon cuttings are an impressive 
accomplishment, those ribbon cuttings represent 
only a percentage of the total number of occupation-
al licenses given out to new companies. So far this 
year, we have given out 129 licenses to new business. 
Since January of 2017, we have issued occupational 
license renewals to about 3,100 businesses a year.

It is no coincidence that sales taxes in the city, 
fueled in part by all of the new business activity, was 
up more than eight percent through the first three 
quarters of the year – the latest figures available.

As Mayor Zahn often points out, those are 
undeniable signs of a prosperous city. And with a 
number of new business openings already expected 
in 2020, it is clear that the future is very bright in 
Kenner.   

Mary-Sharon Howland is the assistant to 
the mayor of Kenner, Ben Zahn. Howland’s office 
is located at 1801 Williams Boulevard, Build-
ing B, Suite 200 in Kenner City Hall. Howland  
can be reached at 468-4088 or by email at  
mhowland@kenner.la.us.

Economic growth evidenced by 
increase in sales tax revenue
By Mary-Sharon Howland – Kenner Mayor’s Assistant
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Health

This is a season 
of joy, but for some it 
is also a season of pres-
sure and depression. 

We often hear, “I just want to get through the holidays.” 
The frequency with which we hear this statement is a 
sure sign that something is wrong with our approach 
to Christmas.

The pressure that many feel at Christmas is real, 
but mostly self-inflicted, reinforced by unrealistic 
expectations and social media images of perfection – 
perfect trees, perfect tables, perfect families, perfect 
holiday vacations and perfect lives.

The pressure is compounded by stress mostly 
connected to buying presents. We tend to think too 
little, buy too much and end up with a credit card 
hangover in January. Here is an interesting experi-
ment – what gift did you give or receive two years ago 
that is still memorable? For most of us, the answer is 
none. This doesn’t mean that the gifts were not well-
intended and well-received, it just means that com-
pared to really caring for friends and family, the gifts 
just aren’t that important. Make your best decision on 
presents and then move on, do not stress.

Another partial solution to gift stress is to spend 
time reflecting before you buy. Create a budget for all 
your purchases before shopping and then seriously 
think about the interests and tastes of the people that 
you want to receive gifts. Stick to your budget and 
when the cash runs out stop shopping.

Another way to reduce budget stress is to use 
rewards points that have accumulated on credit cards 
and frequent flyer programs. These points do not get 
more valuable as time passes and are often devalued 
by the issuers. Use points to buy as many gifts as pos-
sible as this will save cash and reduce your January 
financial stress.

One of the best gifts that you can give is the gift 
of time. Invite friends and family members to join you 
for Christmas caroling, church musicals or a walk in 
an area with Christmas lights followed by coffee and 
dessert. Be sure to include yourself in this gift of time 
by not over scheduling and allowing for down time to 
reflect and relax.

Christmas is a time for believers to celebrate the 
birth of Christ, who spent his entire life teaching about 
loving God and loving one another. To celebrate Christ-
mas in that same spirit, give yourself and your family 
the gift of peace by spending less, scheduling less and 
thus allowing time for quiet talk, reading, storytelling 
and meals together.  

Guy Williams is president and chief executive 
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their 
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Bou-
levard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president and branch 
manager can be contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar, 
vice president and commercial lender, can be con-
tacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s 
website at www.gulfbank.com.

Christmas
By Guy Williams

Steinhauer Productions BIGGEST

Christmas Extravaganza
Arts & Craft Expo

Covington Fairgrounds

Travelling I-12 take the 
Covington/Mandeville exit. 
From N.O., cross Causeway 
continue straight 17 miles.

$5 

Admission! 

Kids under 

13 FREE

FRI • SAT • SUN 9 A.M.-5 P.M.

500 Booths
20 Food Booths
Totally Covered 

Shopping
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Purchase.
Refinance.

Construction.
We are 

your local
home 

mortgage 
lender 

504-561-6124 | GULFBANK.COM

GCB_LocalLender_KennerStar_qtr8519.indd   1 8/10/19   10:36 AM

Banking

Carpal tunnel 
syndrome is character-
ized by inflammation 
of the medial nerve 

that runs through the space in the wrist known as 
the carpal tunnel – a narrow hollow at the base of 
the wrist known to become irritated or compressed 
and typically develops out of a combination of stress 
factors.

The most common causes of carpal tunnel are 
arthritis, wrist fractures, diabetes, fluid retention 
during pregnancy and overuse that’s seen in profes-
sions like typists, cashiers, line workers and certain 
athletes. Notably, carpal tunnel is three times more 
likely to develop in those who perform assembly line 
work than among typists and data-entry personnel. It 
can develop in one or both hands, depending on the 
frequency of use and stress undergone by each side.

Symptoms often begin gradually and worsen 
during the daytime developing into an intense tin-
gling. Other common symptoms include numbness, 
pain and weakness in the hand and fingers. Difficulty 
gripping and holding tools, pens, utensils and other 
small objects is common due to the pain and compres-
sion on the median nerve. Symptoms are usually more 
prominent in the thumb, index and middle fingers, al-
though it is common to feel sensations in the wrist and 
extend out into the hand and forearm. Some people 
report swelling and uselessness of their fingers, but 
in some instances there is little to no swelling found. 
Others claim they are unable to distinguish tempera-
tures hot from cold by the affected hand.

Treatment and recovery periods vary upon se-
verity and the causes leading up to developing carpal 
tunnel. Sometimes, carpal tunnel syndrome will re-
cover quickly without seeking any form of treatment 
but with intentional changes to better hand mecha-
nisms. Cases of overuse of the wrist and hand that 
receive proper treatment, rest and apply changes in 

mechanisms for usage of the hands and arms for per-
forming regular daily tasks are often quick to recover 
as well. Short periods of rest and stretching the wrists 
is an important aspect in healing the symptoms of 
carpal tunnel.

Adopting healthier habits for the workplace 
including the appropriate rest and recovery taken 
to relieve your joints and wrists is the best preven-
tion. Take breaks often throughout the day to give 
your wrists several minutes of rest. Try to integrate an 
ergonomic workplace that supports proper posture 
and performance. If you do a lot of typing on the key-
board, start keeping your wrists in a neutral position 
where the wrist joint is straight and not bent upward 
or downward. Incorporate ergonomic office aids like 
wrist cushions, keyboard pads, well-designed com-
puter mice and keyboards that better accommodate 
healthy wrist posture.

If you suspect you may be suffering from carpal 
tunnel, you should always seek treatment as soon as 
possible in the likelihood of reaching a quick recovery 
and before the pain becomes more constant and se-
vere. In some instances where treatment isn’t sought 
and adjustments aren’t made to daily activity, this 
condition can lead to the wasting away of muscles at 
the base of the thumb and cause them to flatten. In 
severe cases like these, surgery is needed to restore 
function and movement of the thumb and surround-
ing muscles affected.     

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president 
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 
3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other 
locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin 
graduated from LSU Medical School Department of 
Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. 
The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports 
Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@
gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com. 
Alexandra Goodwin is co-author and contributing 
writer to the Kenner Orthopedic column.

Carpal tunnel syndrome – symptoms, 
treatment and prevention 
By Craig Goodwin
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Live music
40+ restaurants and shops

Fast, free Wi-Fi
In-seat charging outlets

Water bottle refilling stations

Learn more at www.flymsy.com

Better, more efficient
passenger experience

Loius Armstrong
New Orleans
International Airport
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Insurance
Demystifying car insurance 
policies, types and terms
By Marie M. Clesi

Most states re-
quire auto insurance. 

But do you have the right type for your needs?
Most states require drivers to have auto insur-

ance – but how do you know if you’re getting the 
right type of policy for your needs?

First, fulfill your state’s and lender’s mini-
mum requirements. A call to your state’s insurance 
commissioner’s office can get you started. The next 
step is becoming familiar with non-required types 
of insurance and what each one covers, as well as 
what is meant by some commonly seen insurance 
terms.
Know these insurance terms

Bodily injury liability covers injuries, lost 
wages, pain and suffering and other damage you 
might cause to other drivers, passengers and/or 
pedestrians.

Rental reimbursement may pay for a rental 
vehicle if your car is not drivable after a crash.

Collision may provide coverage for damage 
inflicted to your vehicle after a rollover or crash 
with another car or object. This coverage typically 
requires a deductible.

Comprehensive provides coverage for dam-
age to your vehicle after a non-vehicle or non-
rollover incident, such as theft or weather damage. 
This coverage typically requires a deductible.

Emergency road service may cover expenses 
related to a breakdown including towing and lock-
smith services.

Medical payments and personal injury  

protection may offer compensation for medical ex-
penses, lost wages and even funerals if you or other 
covered persons are injured in a vehicle-related 
crash.

Property damage liability may cover dam-
age you cause to another individual’s property 
while driving. This also covers court costs and legal 
expenses.

Uninsured or Underinsured Motorist Cover-
age may provide reimbursement if you’re involved 
in a crash with a driver who doesn’t have sufficient 
liability insurance – or any at all.
Learn these basic terms

Premium: Payment you make to your insur-
ance company for your policy.

Deductible: The amount you pay before your 
insurance company may pay the rest, up to any 
policy limits that apply. Higher deductibles equal 
lower premiums; conversely, lower deductibles 
equal higher premiums.

Covered Persons: Policies generally cover the 
policyholder, their spouse, other relatives living in 
the home and individuals driving the policyhold-
er’s vehicle with their permission.  

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insur-
ance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a State 
Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Casualty Under-
writer (CPCU) providing auto, home, renters, life, busi-
ness and health insurance along with financial services. 
Clesi’s office is located at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 
7, in Kenner. Clesi can be contacted at 469-1421 or marie.
clesi.b270@statefarm.com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.
marieclesi.net.

Why do you in-
vest? For many people, 
here’s the answer: “I 
invest because I want to 

enjoy a comfortable retirement.” And that’s certainly a 
great reason, because all of us should regularly put mon-
ey away for when we’re retired. But you can also benefit 
by investing in your family and your community.

Let’s start with your family members, particularly 
the younger ones. How can you invest in their future? 
One of the best ways is to help send them to college. A 
college degree is still a pretty good investment: The aver-
age lifetime earnings of a college graduate are nearly $1 
million higher than those of someone with a high school 
degree, according to a study by the U.S. Census Bureau.

To help your children or grandchildren pay for any 
college, university, vocational school or other postsecond-
ary education, you may want to open a 529 savings plan. 
With this account, withdrawals are federally tax free, 
as long as the money is used for qualified higher educa-
tion expenses, including those from trade and vocational 
schools. (However, if you withdraw some of the earnings 
on your account and you don’t use the money for qualified 
expenses, it will be taxable and can also incur a 10% feder-
al tax penalty.) Plus, you retain control of the funds until 
it’s time for them to be used for school, so if your original 
beneficiary chooses not to pursue some type of higher 
education, you can name a different eligible beneficiary.

Another way to invest in your family is to help your 
adult children avoid feeling obligated to provide finan-
cial assistance to you. For example, if you ever required 
some type of long-term care, such as an extended stay in 
a nursing home, could you afford it? The average cost for 
a private room in a nursing home is more than $100,000 
per year, according to a study by Genworth, an insurance 
company. And Medicare typically pays very few of these 
expenses. So, to avoid burdening your adult children – 
while also preserving your own financial independence 
– you may want to consider some type of long-term care 
insurance. A financial advisor can help you determine 
what coverage may be appropriate.

Moving beyond your family, you may want to invest 
in the social fabric of your community by contributing 
to local charitable, civic, educational or cultural groups. 
Of course, now that we’re in the holiday season, it’s the 
perfect time for such gifts. Furthermore, your gift will 
be more appreciated than in years past because one of 
the chief incentives for charitable giving – a tax deduc-
tion – was lost for many people due to tax law changes, 
which raised the standard deduction so significantly that 
far fewer people chose to itemize deductions. However, 
you might still be able to gain some tax benefits from 
your charitable gifts. To name one possibility, you could 
donate financial assets, such as stocks that have risen in 
value, freeing you of potential capital gains taxes. In any 

Invest in your family and community 
By Christina Sulli Wilson

Finance

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
•  Admiralty &  

Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,  
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,  

Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant, 
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062
Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

Open til noon Christmas Day

Please accept our appreciation and sincere thanks 
for letting us serve you. Sometimes in the rush of business 

life, we fail to say thanks loud enough to hear. 
But you can be sure your patronage is never taken 
for granted. Our aim is to please and satisfy you.

 TO ALL OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS
FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS,

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

THE RICCA FAMILY

 next page
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Season’s Greetings
from the staff of 

Dennis Automotive 
and  Automatic Transmission

AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION • DENNIS AUTOMOTIVE
504-466-1381 • www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001

Cell 504.250.1610
Office 504.883.5252

Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

Residential • Commercial

$129,000
801 Oriole Street, Metairie 

$4,000
Lots 13-24 Colorado Street

$619,000
77 Chateau Palmer Street 

Kenner

SALE PENDING

COMMERCIAL LEASE

$449,900
73 Chateau Du Lac Street 
Chateau Estates, Kenner 

SOLD

SALE PENDING

case, contact your tax advisor if you’re considering sizable 
charitable gifts.

Saving for your retirement will always be impor-
tant. But don’t forget about investing in your family and 
your community – because these investments can pro-
vide satisfying returns.

You should consult your attorney or qualified tax  

 
advisor regarding your situation.   

Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor with 
Edward Jones. Wilson’s office is located at 909 West Espla-
nade, Suite 109 in Kenner. Wilson can be reached at 467-
3995 or at Christina.Wilson@edwardjones.com. Edward 
Jones, its employees and financial advisors cannot pro-
vide tax or legal advice. Consult an attorney or qualified 
tax advisor for advice. .

Christina Sulli Wilson
 from previous page

Student growth a common theme on latest Jefferson Parish Schools report card
By Cade Brumley, Ph.D.– Jefferson Parish School System Superintendent

As we prepare to 
flip the calendar and 
enter a new year, Jef-
ferson Parish Schools 

received news that we’ve flipped the trajectory and are 
entering a new phase of progress in our district.

The Louisiana Department of Education released 
district and school report cards. For the first time in 
four years, we’ve increased our District Performance 
Score. I credit our educators and the community for 
achieving this improvement for students and families. 
Their hard work and commitment to our kids earned 
our first state report card improvement since 2015.

Student growth was evident throughout our 
school and district report cards. While our overall letter 
grade is a C, JP Schools earned a B when looking solely 
at how well our educators grew kids a year academically 
for a year’s worth of instruction.

Twenty-six of our schools – that’s over 30% – were 
named Top Gains for demonstrating exceptional growth. 

Alexander Elementary, Chateau Estates, Greenlawn 
Terrace Elementary, Kenner Discovery and Schnecken-
burger Elementary all earned Top Gains here in Kenner.

Seven schools improved their letter grade. Here 
in Kenner, Alexander Elementary improved from a C 
to a B. Chateau Estates School, Kenner Discovery and 
Schneckenburger also earned a B letter grade.

Eight schools improved their School Performance 
Score by five points or higher and twelve schools were 
named Equity Honorees, meaning they grew the most 
challenged student populations. You can view your 
school’s entire report card at louisianaschools.com. 
Please take some time to look over how your school did.

We’re moving in the right direction and a founda-
tion has been set for continued gains in the years ahead. 
We debuted a bold strategic plan earlier this year. There 
is still much more work to do, but we are on the road to 
ensure every child in our parish has access to the educa-
tion they deserve to succeed in life and make our world 
a better place.   

Dr. Cade Brumley is superintendent of the Jef-
ferson Parish School System, the largest and most 
diverse district in Louisiana, serving around 50,000 
students. Dr. Brumley is a true product of the public 

school system, educated in Louisiana public schools 
and spending his entire career serving children 
and families as a public school employee. Follow Dr. 
Brumley on Twitter at @cadebrumley.

JP Schools improves district performance score for 
first time in four years

Jefferson Parish Schools improved on its state 
report card for the first time since 2015. JP Schools’ 
District Performance Score (DPS) increased to a 
71.5 as the Louisiana Department of Education re-
leased District and School Performance Scores for 
the 2018-2019 school year today.

“I credit our educators and community for achiev-
ing this improvement for students and families,” said JP 
School Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley. “Their hard 
work and commitment to our kids flipped the trajectory 
of our public school system.”

JP Schools’ DPS equates to a letter grade of a C. 
Growth is a common theme on the system’s school and 
district report cards. JP Schools earned a B letter grade 
on its growth DPS, which measures if student’s progress 
a year academically for a year’s worth of instruction.

The state recognized 26 Jefferson schools – 32% 
of the district – as Top Gains, meaning they showed 
exceptional student growth. Twelve JP schools were 
also named Equity Honorees, which means they per-
formed in the 90th percentile or above for students 
with disabilities, economically disadvantaged stu-
dents, and/or English learners.

Seven schools improved their letter grade. Alexan-
der Elementary, C.T. Janet Elementary, and John Ehret 
High improved from a C to a B. Collins Elementary and 
Jefferson Rise improved from a D to a C. Gretna Middle 
and Livaudais Middle improved from an F to a D.

In addition, eight schools improved their School 
Performance Score by five points or higher. Those 
schools are Adams Middle, Allen Ellender School, 
Bissonet Plaza Elementary, George Cox Elementary, 
J.C. Ellis Elementary, Fisher, Hazel Park/Hilda Knoff 

Elementary, and Higgins High.
Four of Louisiana’s top 10 public schools are 

from Jefferson Parish. Patrick Taylor Academy 
ranked second, Haynes Academy ranked fifth, Thom-
as Jefferson Academy ranked sixth, and Metairie 
Academy ranked tenth. 

Nine schools earned an A rating: Airline Park 
Academy, Gretna No. 2 Academy, Haynes Academy, 
Metairie Academy, Patrick Taylor Academy, River-
dale High, Ruppel Academy, St. Pierre Academy and 
Thomas Jefferson Academy.

Fifteen schools earned a B rating – Alexander 
Elementary, Bridgedale Elementary, Chateau Estates 
School, C.T. Janet Elementary, Ellis Elementary, Fisher, 
Grand Isle School, Harahan Elementary, John Ehret 
High, Keller Elementary, Kenner Discovery, Kerner 
Elementary, Rudolph Matas School, Schneckenburger 
Elementary and Solis Elementary.

Thirty-seven JP schools received a C rating, 13 
received a D and seven received an F. Families can 
view their school’s report card in detail at louisian-
aschools.com.

“We’re moving in the right direction and a foun-
dation has been set for continued gains in the years 
ahead,” said Dr. Brumley. “We debuted a bold strate-
gic plan earlier this year. There is much more work 
to do in order to ensure every child in our parish has 
access to the education they deserve to succeed in 
life and make our world a better place.”

The improved DPS marks the latest state data 
showing progress in JP Schools. The district’s most 
recent graduation rate improved by 1.6% and it led 
the state in Advanced Placement growth. JP Schools 
students also outpaced the state for Mastery rate 
increase.  
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Easy

Bar & � i� 
� ive � ru Service!

Daiquiri Run on 61
266-2472• 4337 Airline Drive • Metairie

Daily lunch specials!

-- Food Delivery --
Uber Eats  •  DoorDash  •  Waitr

Happy Hour 
MON-FRI 11 AM TO 6 PMSunday Gallon 

Specials 

 $19

Best Burgers in Town!

Not valid 
holidays or 

special events

Karaoke
Dec. 13, 14, 21, 27, 28

WE ARE NOW SERVING

EGG NOG DAIQUIRI

www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner

Visit
georgyssalonspa.com

and Request 
your appointment 

at your 
convenience on 

the New 
Salon Web-App

Happy Holidays!

Since there is a lot 
to consider and prepare 

for when heading off to college or to a job out of town, 
many young adults and their parents alike will inevi-
tably forget something, especially something as mun-
dane as drafting and signing a power of attorney. Even 
the best planners might not have considered some of 
the legal aspects of moving away as a young adult. For 
example, how can mom or dad pick up that last pay-
check of your holiday job or sign and file an adult child’s 
income tax return? Also, how can mom or dad obtain 
certain important health care information about the 
adult child if he or she gets sick or injured while away? 
These problems and many others can be solved with a 
properly drafted power of attorney.

Although many parents don’t want to admit it, 
a child becomes an adult upon reaching the age of 
eighteen. In legal terms, the age at which an indi-
vidual is considered an adult in the eyes of the law 
is called the “age of majority.” The age of majority in 
Louisiana, as well as most states, is eighteen years 
old (Louisiana Civil Code Article 29). Therefore, 
once a child is eighteen years old, their parents no 
longer have control or access to their affairs unless 
granted unto the parent by the adult child or “major 
child” to use legal terminology.

With a properly drafted power of attorney, a 
major child can designate mom and/or dad as his or 
her agent to handle a variety of transactions, both 
financial and otherwise. Such transactions can in-
clude opening and closing bank accounts; depositing 
and withdrawing funds from existing bank accounts; 
preparing, signing and filing income tax returns or 
other tax related documents; renewing a passport; 
signing a home or an apartment lease, sublease or 
sale; renewing automobile or other vehicle licenses 
and insurances; responding to a lawsuit or jury sum-
mons; and appearing in traffic court.

A power of attorney can also be drafted to include 

certain aspects of an adult child’s health care. Through 
a properly drafted power of attorney, an adult child can 
designate mom and/or dad as his or her agent to make 
health care decisions for him or her if such adult child 
is unable to make those important decisions on his or 
her own. The power of attorney can also grant mom 
and/or dad certain permissions to view the adult child’s 
medical records and get certain updates on their condi-
tion from their doctors.

A power of attorney is a very customizable legal 
document. It can be drafted in such a way to either 
limit or expand on some of these powers granted to 
the agent. Without such a power of attorney, in most 
circumstances, mom and dad have no legal authority 
on behalf of their adult child.

Some adult children may think that mom and dad 
are clueless and they might simply roll their eyes at the 
mention of these documents. It may be advantageous 
to consider meeting with a lawyer to explain the signifi-
cance of these documents to your adult child.

Hopefully, these documents can be drafted and 
signed and never be needed. However, unforeseen 
circumstances can arise and accidents can happen 
to anyone. In such circumstances, both you and your 
adult child will be happy that you made a relatively 
inexpensive investment in putting these legal docu-
ments in place.

This information has been provided for informa-
tional purposes only and is not intended and should not 
be construed to constitute legal advice.     

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana 
State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing at-
torney and owner of Rivertown Law Center, L.L.C., lo-
cated at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner. 
Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime 
and traffic violations are Rinck’s primary areas of 
practice. Rinck can be reached at 704-1194 or info@
rivertownlaw.com.

Home for the holidays? Don’t forget 
to complete a power of attorney 
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.

Community
Christmas in the Park at Lafreniere kicks off 
Dec. 6

Jefferson Parish District 4 Councilman Dominick 
F. Impastato, III, Jefferson Parish President Michael S. 
Yenni and the Patrons of Lafreniere Park will present 

“Christmas in the Park” on Friday, December 6, 2019. 
The ceremony begins at 5:45 p.m. and the official light-
ing will be at 6:00 p.m., in Lafreniere Park, located at 
3000 Downs Boulevard in Metairie.

Constructed with over 10 million LED lights, 
this year’s exhibit features elaborate decorations 
and festive lighted displays. New displays this year 
include a Hot Wheels display, a Hello Kitty figure and 
new animal hanging ornaments.

Santa’s express mail center has new elf workers 
and new sound effects set to random scenes from “Star 
Wars,” “Peanuts” and other favorite classics. In Santa’s 
Forest, children can color and decorate ornaments to 
hang on Christmas trees. Santa, Rudolph, Frosty and 
the Grinch will make special appearances on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday nights. Children can also write a 
letter to Santa and mail it to him at the Elf Post Office. 
Plum St. Snowballs will sell concessions nightly.

Admission charge is five dollars per vehicle. All  

vehicles must enter from West Napoleon Avenue and 
exit at Downs Boulevard. Upon entering the park, traf-
fic will flow counter-clockwise around the park. Driving 
and walking tours through the exhibit are available.

The Downs Boulevard Park entrance will close dai-
ly at 5:00 p.m. Event hours are Sunday through Thurs-
day from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., Friday and Saturday 
from 5:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. The West Napoleon Avenue 
gate will close at 9:00 p.m. Sunday through Thursday 
and at 10:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday nights.

The annual “Snow Day” begins at 9:30 a.m. on Sat-
urday, December 14, 2019. 100,000 pounds of artificial 
snow will be located between the carousel and park 
shelters 7 and 8. Admission is free to children 10 and 
under and open to the public as long as the snow lasts.

During Christmas in the Park, the carousel will 
open Sunday through Thursday until 9:30 p.m. and 
Friday and Saturday until 10:30 p.m. at a cost of $1 
per rider. The carousel will close on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day.

Local schools and groups are scheduled to per-
form on stage during the stretch of the display along 
with story time performances from the Friends of 
the Jefferson Parish Library.    
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East Bank Regional Library hosts nine bands in 
December as part of holiday programming

Monday, Dec. 2
7:00 p.m.
Mike Scorsone Presents
Musician and teacher Michael Scor-
sone presents a night of music from 
young performers.

Wednesday, Dec. 4
7:00 p.m.
New Orleans Banjos Plus Three
Dixieland with a mixture of folk, coun-
try and blues.

Monday, Dec. 9
7:00 p.m
The Piatigorsky Concert
Internationally renowned performers 
Evan Drachman, cellist, and Wan-Chi 
Su, pianist.

Wednesday, Dec. 11
7:00 p.m.
New Aurora Saxophone Ensemble
This small group, consisting only of sax-
ophones, performs a variety of tunes.

Thursday, Dec. 12
2:00 p.m.
The Ken Veca Big Band
The Ken Veca Big Band performs music 
from the Big Band era.

Monday, Dec. 16
7:00 p.m.
American Legion Post 350 Band
The band performs standards as well 
as holiday music.

Tuesday, Dec. 17
1:00 p.m.
Memory Lane
Jean, Richard and Sam perform Christ-
mas music and popular tunes.

Tuesday, Dec. 17
7:00 p.m.
Jerusalem Shrine Jazz Orchestra
This big band performs a wide variety 
of music.

Thursday, Dec. 19
7:00 p.m.
Trombone Choir of New Orleans Con-
cert Band
The Trombone Choir of the New Or-
leans Concert Band – a group consist-
ing of a dozen trombones – performs 
traditional and contemporary music.

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight:  
A.C. ALEXANDER ELEMENTARY

A.C. Alexander Elementary is a high achieving school where all children can succeed. Alexander Elementary 
offers a safe and rigorous learning environment for a diverse 
population of students in grades pre-K through 8. The students 
of Alexander Elementary are provided with the knowledge to 
become successful and active community members as a 
result of the engaging methods of its certified teachers.

Alexander believes in educating the whole child. Students are 
provided with the latest technology such as interactive white 
boards, a computer lab, and the iReady individualized learning 
program. Students are also exposed to diverse lessons and 
the Healthy Choice Lifestyles physical education program.  Our 
English Language Learners are taught by certified bilingual 
ESL teachers.  Faculty and staff strive to make learning fun 
and engaging for all students by providing them with the 

educational tools beneficial to 
becoming lifelong learners.

The principal of A.C. Alexander 
Elementary is Leslie Harrison and the assistant principal is Corinna 
Cannon. Alexander Elementary is represented on the Jefferson Parish 
School Board by District IX member Sandy Denapolis-Bosarge. Alexander 
Elementary is located at 600 W. Esplanade Ave. in Kenner. For more 
information, call 504-469-7326, visit Alexander.jpschools.org, or follow 
them on Facebook (@ACAlexanderElementary).

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, John James Audubon, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates 

Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Schneckenburger Elementary,  

Tom Benson School, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

We’ve all been 
there. We start the year 
with healthy goals in 
place. As the year pro-

gresses, we develop new habits and adapt them to keep 
going strong. Then, wham, holiday season hits and it’s 
all out the window. Now, we’re disappointed and dis-
mayed at the setback.

However, as holiday season is in full swing, it’s 
a new chance to keep those healthy habits. Below 
are five tips to keep you on track as you hit the home 
stretch of your annual health goals. And for those of us 
who want a head start into the new year, these are a 
great starting point for a healthier 2020.

Cut yourself some slack, but don’t entirely 
slack off. By giving yourself a little latitude, you’ll 
be better equipped to bounce back if you stray from 
your eating or exercise plans. That said, don’t ditch 
your goals entirely. Slight modifications can help 
you accommodate the season without straying com-
pletely. If you’re diabetic, have cardiovascular issues 
or other chronic health concerns, talk to your pro-
vider about how to properly manage your condition 
in the face of holiday temptations.

Make a plan and stick to it. Many organiza-
tions, workplaces and families plan their celebra-
tions well in advance. By knowing what days you’re 
likely to indulge, you can plan healthy meals, adjust 
portion sizes and add extra activity around those 
days. Don’t forget to factor in the treats on hand at 
work, at home or brought by drop-in guests.

Amp up your activity level. We all know exercise 
and physical activity are important, but they are doubly 
so during the holidays. Here’s why:

Physical exertion helps counteract the sweet 
treats, fatty foods, alcohol and extra salt we tend to 
ingest. Activity and exercise not only burn those extra 
calories, they can also help alleviate digestive issues as-
sociated with rich food and drink.

This season is stressful. Exercise clears the 
mind, energizes the body and increases production 
of the hormones that make us calm and happy. It 

can help pull us, mentally and physically, out of the 
stresses of the season.

They’re healthy alternatives. If your family and 
friends tend to sit around a loaded table or a kitchen 
full of food, suggest a walk, an outdoor game or other 
activity you can all enjoy together.

Reach for support. Whether it’s human or vir-
tual, having a support system in place can help you stay 
accountable to yourself and your holiday health goals.

Use the buddy system. Invite a friend or family 
member to set a goal with you and keep each other on 
track with exercise dates, meal planning or sharing, or 
weekly goal check-in calls.

Apps like Calm, Pill Monitor, Meal Snap, Foodu-
cate, MyFitnessPal, MapMyFitness or Fatbooth can 
help you stay sensible about your health.

Check with your gym, exercise studio or sports 
league. Many offer challenges during the holidays to 
help you stay accountable.

Get enough sleep. Studies have shown most 
American adults don’t get enough sleep on a regular 
basis, and, that when we’re sleep deprived, we tend 
to overeat. Good sleep hygiene (going to bed at the 
same time, following the same routine at least five 
days a week) and a dark, cool, sleep environment 
free of electronic devices can help you get the rec-
ommended seven to nine hours. This will help you 
recharge from holiday stress and keep you mindful 
of your health goals.     

Dr. Shelly Swindler, received her undergradu-
ate degree from The University of Louisiana at La-
fayette, graduated from LSU-Shreveport Medical 
School and completed her residency program in 
internal medicine and pediatrics at The University 
of Tennessee-Memphis where she was chief resident of 
quality and patient safety. Dr. Swindler is certified by 
the American Board of Internal Medicine. To make 
an appointment with Dr. Swindler at the Ochsner 
Health Center, located at 2120 Driftwood Boulevard 
in Kenner, call 443-9500.

How to have a healthy holiday season 
By Shelly Swindler, M.D.

The East Bank Regional Library, located at 4747 West Napoleon, will host nine musical concerts during 
December 2019 as part of its holiday programming. Each concert is free of charge and is open to the public.

For more information regarding this presentation, contact Chris Smith, manager of adult programming for the 
library, at 889-8143 or wcsmith@jefferson.lib.la.us.    
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analysis. You will leave with 
a comprehensive customized 
program designed to fi t your goals.
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College or retirement? Find 
out how to afford both.
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Struggling to stay awake in the daytime? Nodding off at inappropriate times?  
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

Excessive day-
time sleepiness is 
known as one of the 
five major symp-

toms of narcolepsy. As we go through our daily 
lives, most of us go through one of two states of 
consciousness. Either we are sleeping or we are 
awake, with very little overlap between the two. 
Try to imagine what it would be like to live with a 
condition in which you rarely ever felt fully awake 
and hardly ever felt fully asleep.

People who suffer from narcolepsy seem to 
have this occurring on a daily basis. Literature 
mentions that one out of 2000 people suffer from 
narcolepsy. It is a neurological disorder where the 
brain is unable to control the sleep and wakeful 
cycles. People suffering from this disorder have 
episodes in which they fall asleep unexpectedly 
during the day, known as “sleep attacks.” These 
can occur at any time and are not limited to any 
specific activity. This makes it mostly dangerous 
when we are operating a vehicle. This disorder 

is found in patients with significantly reduced 
amount of a neurotransmitter called hypocretin, 
which normally would promote wakefulness. Most 
of the patients with narcolepsy don’t have a posi-
tive family history and only 10 percent report hav-
ing a close family relative with this disorder.

Ask yourself these three questions and if you 
answer yes then there is a chance you might have 
narcolepsy.

Have you had the sudden urge to sleep dur-
ing the day even though you received enough 
sleep the night before?

Have you ever felt refreshed and alert after 
a brief nap but then it quickly changed to sleepi-
ness again?

Did you ever fall asleep while working, typ-
ing, eating or speaking with someone?

To make the diagnosis of narcolepsy, physi-
cians will order an in-lab overnight sleep evalua-
tion study followed by daytime study called MSLT.

While there is no cure for narcolepsy avail-
able currently, many of the symptoms are treat-
able with medications. Listed below are a few 
home remedies and lifestyle changes that one 
can adapt.

Keep a consistent sleep schedule.
Take several short naps a day to alleviate ex-

cessive daytime sleepiness and limit these naps 
to 10 to 15 minutes only.

Get regular exercise.
Try a relaxing routine just before bedtime.
Avoid caffeine and alcoholic beverages at 

least two to three hours before bedtime as these 
may worsen the symptoms.

Most importantly be safe. Driving can be 
one of the most dangerous activities for narco-
leptic patients who are untreated as they are 
10 times more likely to have a driving accident 
than those without the disorder.

If at any time you begin to feel excessively 
sleepy, stop what you’re doing and take a nap.

If you or someone you know may have undi-
agnosed narcolepsy, please contact your primary 
care physician or a sleep specialist to see if a 
sleep study may be needed. While there is no cure 
for narcolepsy, the treatments available for the 
symptoms can help relieve and give you a more 
wakeful, fulfilling life.  

Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D., a Louisiana na-
tive, is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist and board-
certified sleep medicine physician who received his 
undergraduate degree at LSU-Shreveport, completed 
his residency at LSU-HSC in New Orleans and fellow-
ship in sleep medicine at Thomas Jefferson University 
Hospital in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr. Cheema 
is the medical director at Sleep Center of New Orleans 
(SCONO), located at 4232 Williams Boulevard, Suite 
108, in Kenner, the first of its kind accredited by the 
American Academy of Sleep Medicine (AASM) for 
treating children and adults with any of sleep-related 
conditions. Dr. Cheema is board certified in family 
medicine and sleep medicine by the American Board 
of Family Medicine and currently practices pediatric/
adult sleep medicine in the metro New Orleans area. 
To schedule an appointment, call the Sleep Center at 
405-5582 or visit the websites, www.myscono.com or 
www.sleep4mykids.com.
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Enjoy free live entertainment at Treasure Chest’s showroom during the month of December
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertain-

ment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure 
Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 5050 Wil-

liams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 24 
hours on Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. 
until 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. The ca-

sino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s 
website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, for more 
information.

Below is a list of entertainment with schedule 
and times subject to change.  

Thurs., December 5
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Black & Gold Loteria

Fri., December 6
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Escalade Show & Dance Band

 

Sat., December 7
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

The Mojoes

Sun., December 8
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Recuerdos: Latin-American Night

Thurs., December 12
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Black & Gold Loteria

Fri., December 13
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

The Topcats

Sat., December 14
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Short Circuit

Sun., December 15
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Recuerdos: Latin-American Night

Thurs., December 19
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Black & Gold Loteria

Fri., December 20
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Junior & Sumtin’ Sneaky

Sat., December 21
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Kanye Twitty

Sun., December 22
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Recuerdos: Latin-American Night

Thurs., December 26
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Black & Gold Loteria

Fri., December 27
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.

New Suit

Sat., December 28
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Four Unplugged

Sun., December 29
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Recuerdos: Latin-American Night

Tues., December 31
7:00 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

DJ
10:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m.

The Boogie Men

Holiday delights abound at Treasure Chest 
By Rodney Miller 

Whew! Novem-
ber went quick, didn’t 
it? It’s like we blinked 
and suddenly it was 

Thanksgiving. Now that we’ve given thanks for all 
our blessings (not the least of which are friends and 
guests like you) it’s time to look Christmas square 
in the eye and say, “Come at me, bro!” Bring on the 
lights, the music, the friends and family, the food! 
Don’t hold anything back! Because the holiday sea-
son is a time to celebrate and nobody celebrates bet-
ter than your Treasure Chest Casino

I mentioned food. The feeding frenzy starts off 
big with our “Thursday Night Cajun Holiday Classics” 
every Thursday in December. That’s all you can eat 
of all your downhome favorites, including oyster and 
mirliton dressing, carved honey-glazed ham, Cajun 
spiced turkey breast, and fried shrimp and oysters 
all for just $21.99.

And don’t worry. We’re still doing our “Crab-Tastic 
Seafood Night” every Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. 

 
 
 
 That’s all-you-can-eat crab legs for only $34.99!

Of course, we can’t let December pass without 
offering you a wondrous Christmas Day feast! Join us 
December 25 from 11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. for our Christ-
mas Day Buffet! Instead of cooking or troubling a fam-
ily member to do all the work, enjoy a delicious classic 
Christmas feast with all the trimmings for just $27.99. 
Go back for seconds, thirds, fourths and even more! 
We’ll keep serving and do all the clean up so you and 
your guests don’t have to!

Enough about the food. Let’s talk about the afore-
mentioned lights, music and friends and family, eh?

When it comes to lights, it doesn’t get any better 
than with our annual “Trees of Hope.” Now through 
December 12 we’re giving away over $13,000 to local 
charities! Local charities will decorate a Christmas tree 
to display in the front walkway of the casino. Based on 
your votes, winners will be chosen and a contribution 
will be given to that charity. Visit any kiosk every day you 
play to cast your vote. The ballot box will be located in 
the front walkway by the trees.

As for friends and family, we wouldn’t be doing 
our job if we didn’t have other great events and ways 

 
 
 
to win sure to entice your crew to get out and cel-
ebrate this December.

And it wouldn’t be a true Christmas without gifts. 
Treasure Chest has what everyone wants this holiday 
season. Join us Saturday, December 14 from 7:00 p.m. 
to 11:00 p.m. to win wonderful gifts to stick under your 
holiday tree like Apple TV, laptops, iPads and HD TVs.

What better way to countdown to Christmas than 
by collecting B Rewards! On Friday, December 20 from 
7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. we will be calling five winners 
every 10 minutes to win $125 B Rewards for a total of 
100 winners for the night.

This New Year’s Eve we are roaring into 2020 with 
a “Big Celebration!” Roar with excitement from 6:00 
p.m. and 11:00 p.m., when one “Hot Seat Winner” will 
be selected every 20 minutes to instantly win from $220 
up to $2,020 B Rewards. Then, after our midnight cham-
pagne toast and celebration, we will call more winners 
from 12:20 a.m. until 1:00 a.m. with one winner every 20 
minutes guaranteed to win $2,020 B Rewards.

No New Year’s celebration is complete without 
an extraordinary dinner featuring all-you-can-eat 
meal featuring some of Chef Hoyce’s signature items. 

Experience a meal that includes Veal Marie, amber-
jack with tomato chutney, Crab Cake Pontchartrain, 
BBQ shrimp, prime rib, bacon wrapped scallops and 
crawfish hushpuppies along with many more deli-
cious items for only $40 per person. Call 443-8000 to 
see about reserving a reservation. And don’t forget 
during the New Year’s Eve celebration boogie your 
way into 2020 with the Boogie Men from 10:00 p.m. 
to 2:00 a.m. live in the Caribbean Showroom.

Also, in honor of the season, we will have extend-
ed holiday hours. We will be open non-stop from Tuesday, 
December 31 and remain open until Thursday, January 
2 at 5:00 pm! It’s just one of the ways we’re delighted to 
serve you this holiday season. Have happy holidays and 
as always, we’ll see you on the lake!

Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21 or 
older to enter the casino and become a B Connected 
member. Membership is free and rules and restric-
tions apply.  

Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino 
Marketing Director. Treasure Chest Casino is located 
at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pon-
tchartrain. Visit the website at www.treasurechestca-
sino.com or call 443-8000.

Entertainment

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate 
Title Transfers 
Refi nances

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages 
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Expert closing assistance – In operation over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this

We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie • 830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

Real Estate

Millennials have 
waited longer than any 

other generation to become homeowners, but the wait for 
this cohort is just about over.

According to National Mortgage News, “Millennials, 
those young adults now aged 23 to 38, are now entering 
their peak household formation and homebuying years.”

If you’re a Millennial, you’re already well aware that 
you’re among a generation of those who favor fast-paced, 
real-time answers – and results. When you’re ready to 
make a decision, it’s go-time and you probably want the 
latest technology at your fingertips to make it happen.

National Mortgage News agrees, stating, “Millenni-
als are different than previous generations – not only in 
their delayed homebuying but also in how they approach 
interactions with financial institutions, including mort-
gage lenders. Taking a picture of a check on their phone 
and depositing it without visiting a branch is not novel, it’s 
the way Millennials learned to do banking. They expect 
real-time access to account and transaction data and are 
frustrated when it’s not available.”

Here’s the catch – the overall speed of the home-
buying process can take some time and it might feel like 
it is slowing you down. When you’re ready to buy, you can 
make an offer and go under contract quickly, but the rest 
of the process might take a little longer. The same article 
explains why. “When Millennials apply for a loan, the mort-
gage lender must qualify the borrower and determine who 
owns the property, how much the property is worth and 
the property’s risk profile. Traditionally, this has been one  

 
 
of the most time-consuming and fragmented parts of the 
mortgage process. There are many moving pieces, each 
data point being sourced from a different provider, which 
can ultimately lead to a lengthy or delayed process.

What has historically been accepted as the process 
norm does not align with the expectations of the most 
prominent generation in the home buying market today. 
Millennials have come to expect rapid, digital workflows 
in their daily purchase decisions, and in their mind, the 
home buying process shouldn’t be any different.”

So, where do you go from here? If you’re pre-
approved for a mortgage, that will help speed things up. 
But the steps it takes and the time to finalize a loan with 
most traditional lenders may feel like an eternity to you 
and your generational peers. Don’t worry, though – it’s 
well worth the wait when you finally get the keys to your 
new castle.

The financial benefits of homeownership, like in-
creasing your net worth by building equity, and the non-fi-
nancial benefits, like being able to customize and improve 
your space, will ultimately set you on the course to happi-
ness, success, overall satisfaction and much, much more.

The bottom line is if you’re feeling like it’s go-time,  
get together with a realtor and get the process moving to 
determine if homeownership is your next best step.  

Kelly S. Hand, a lifelong resident of Kenner, is a 
realtor at HomeSmart Realty South specializing in resi-
dential property sales and can be reached at 453-0531 or 
kellyhand504@gmail.com. Hand’s office is located at 145 
Harrison Avenue in New Orleans.

Millennials: Here’s why the 
process is well worth it 
By Kelly S. Hand
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Latin American News
Latin holiday traditions    
By Rafael E. Saddy

Traditions are a way to connect 
and share your culture with people – 
country, community, family and friends 

– a sort of a melting pot getting togeth-
er. There are several Hispanic traditions, but too many to list here. 
However, just to give you a taste, here are a few of the most popular 
customs that are practiced in Latin America as well as in the United 
States for the holidays.

Christmas is one of the most popular Hispanic tradi-
tions. And there are many wonderful customs and prac-
tices associated with it. One of the most popular traditions 
are that of devout Catholics in Mexico making a pilgrimage  

 
 
 
to the Basilica de Guadalupe in Mexico City every year on  
December 12 for Día de la Virgin de Guadalupe. This commemorates the 
appearance of the Virgin Mary to Juan Diego in 1531 when she 
requested Diego go to the area’s bishop and request him to build 
a basilica at the hill of Tepeyac. According to the story, the bishop 
didn’t believe Diego had seen the Virgin Mary and ignored Diego. The 
Virgin reappeared asking Diego to collect flowers with his coat. Di-
ego returned to see the bishop of Mexico City and when Diego saw 
the bishop, a remarkable picture of the Virgin Mary’s face was seen 
traced on his coat material. The bishop then built the Basilica and 
Diego’s coat is displayed there today. Many Mexican traditions such 
as this one has great religious significance.

Originally Spanish Christmas traditions, posadas are now also 
Guatemalan and Mexican traditions. In Spanish, posada means “inn” 
and in Mexico people hold candles and sing songs as they reenact 
Mary and Joseph’s search for shelter in Bethlehem. Christmas posa-
das last from December 16 until Christmas Eve.

Nochebuena or “the night of Christmas Eve” is a family event 
celebrated with a feast. Traditionally, families would have lechón – 
pork – for dinner on Nochebuena, but in more recent times, the meal 
varies depending on the region. Dinner generally incorporates music 
and gifts and many families also attend “Misa Del Gallo.” This event 
is known as the “Mass of the Rooster” because it’s believed that a 
rooster crowed at midnight the day that Jesus was born.

There is also the Hispanic tradition of eating 12 grapes at the 
stroke of midnight as the bells toll in the New Year. The “12 Uvas” tra-
dition says that each grape represents one month of the year, and if 
you eat all of them you will enjoy a year filled with luck and prosperity. 
Fireworks are used in to dispose of any negative vibes.

“Reyes Magos” or “Three Kings Day” starts on January 5 with a 
reenactment of the arrival of the Three Kings. The Spanish Christ-
mas tradition features a parade, Cabalgata de Los Reyes, where the 
Three Kings arrive on horseback or decorated floats and throw treats 
and presents to the children.

I hope you enjoyed reading about these Latin traditions.  
Feliz Navidad y Prospero Año Nuevo or Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year!

Community announcements
Dec.10 – The Kenner Business Association presents its third an-

nual holiday party at the Crossing in Rivertown located at 519 Williams 
Boulevard from 5:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. All of the proceeds will benefit 
local non-profits.

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced on 
November 1, 2019, a Federal Register notice extending the validity of 
TPS-related documentation for beneficiaries under the Temporary Pro-
tected Status (TPS) designations for El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, Nepal, 
Nicaragua and Sudan through January 4, 2021. The notice automatically 
extends the validity of Employment Authorization Documents; Forms 
I-797, Notice of Action; and Forms I-94, Arrival/Departure Record (col-
lectively, TPS-related documentation). The validity dates for the affected 
countries are El Salvador, Haiti, Nicaragua and Sudan from January 2, 
2020 to January 4, 2021, Honduras from January 5, 2020 to January 4, 
2021 and Nepal from March 24, 2020 to January 4, 2021. For more infor-
mation, see the notice at the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
website at www.uscis.gov/news/alerts/dhs-extends-tps-documentation-
six-countries.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center is located at 4312 
Florida Avenue and offers various programs as well as access to informa-
tion and referrals for all sorts of issues. For information call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable channel 76 or U-verse 
channel 99) Hispanic TV programs air every day at 8:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 
5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. For more information and program schedule, go 
to www.kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner TV logo or go to the Kenner 
TV Facebook/YouTube page.

I leave you with this thought. “Unless we make Christmas an  
occasion to share our blessings, all the snow in Alaska won’t make it 
white.”   

Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diversity Coordinator, pub-
lic relations officer for the Latin American Civic Association of Louisi-
ana (LACAL) and serves on the governing board of directors of Ochsner 
Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Cor-
respondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

Jefferson Parish Schools recognizes Laitram as latest “The 128” 
award winner

Jefferson Parish Schools has recognized a partnership that spreads 
across the district and is preparing students to enter high wage and 
high skilled careers.

JP Schools has selected Laitram as the latest honoree of “The 128” 
award. This honor recognizes community groups for their efforts to posi-
tively support the system and impact children during the 128 hours a 
week kids are away from school.

“We’re grateful for our relationship with Laitram and value the work 
they are doing for our students, teachers and schools,” said JP Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley. “The training and equipment they 
provide makes sure our kids graduate ready to enter the workforce.”

Laitram has been invaluable to the JP Schools Career and Techni-
cal Education program. They donated and helped deliver machine shop 
equipment to Cuillier Career Center and also helped train students and 
teachers. Outside of their work at Cuillier, they donate equipment to 
other schools, provide internships to students and host tours for teach-
ers and students at their facilities.

Laitram also participates in job fairs, serves on the JP Schools Ca-
reer and Technical Education Counsel and the Cuillier Career Center 
Counsel. The councils help JP Schools maintain industry standards, tar-
get qualities businesses are looking for in potential employees and help 
solve problems.

“The 128” recognizes community partners for their efforts to posi-
tively support JP Schools and impact children during the 128 hours a 
week kids are not in school. “The 128” was developed during Dr. Brum-
ley’s 100-day entry plan. Past “The 128” winners are Dawn Busters Ki-
wanis, Pastor J. Nelson Brown and Walker Motor Corporation.  

Education
See why State Farm® insures more 
drivers than GEICO and Progressive 
combined. Great service, plus 
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CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.
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Laitram Project Engineer Michael Martin and JP Schools  
Director of Career and Technical Education Lucy Lejeune.
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The Saints head 
into the holiday sea-
son with a real shot 
at finishing what they 
have not been able to 

finish the last two seasons.
In 2017, it was the Minnesota Miracle that 

denied New Orleans.
In 2018, it was the NOLA no-call that stopped 

the Saints.
In 2019, a troubling thumb injury to Drew 

Brees in the second game of the season seemed 
certain to derail any chance the Saints had to 
make a run at a Super Bowl.

Instead, Teddy Bridgewater stepped in well 
and the defense stepped up very well and the 
Saints mitigated the damage of not having Brees.

Now, Brees is back and he is still quite good, 
despite the thumb injury and questions about his 
ability to deliver the deep ball. Frankly, that has 
never been a huge part of his weaponry, only an 
occasional venture throughout his career. Brees is 
still smart. He is still accurate. He is still a great 
leader.

It revealed the outstanding coaching by an 
excellent coaching staff and the outstanding ros-
ter that Sean Payton and Mickey Loomis have 
built.

The opportunity to get to the Super Bowl 
in Miami largely rests with being able to secure 
home field advantage throughout the playoffs.

December will clearly decide that for the 
Saints.

Looming on Dec. 8 is a showdown with San 
Francisco, whom the Saints are battling with to 
win the top seed. A home game with a solid India-
napolis team follows before the Saints must close 
on the road at Tennessee and Carolina.

None of those games will be easy but the 
Saints will be favored in all of these games.

The NFL is full of upsets but the maturity and 
focus of the Saints should emerge and come to the 
forefront.

The biggest concern remains depth and pro-
ductivity at the wide receiver position.

Ted Ginn Jr. remains a deep threat but the 
Saints have not gotten much, if anything deep, to 
this point.

Michael Thomas is simply the best in the 
business.

It does not matter whether he is a deep 
threat or not. His physical strength, great hands 
and route-running are second to none. His num-
bers are off the charts and they simply do not lie.

Remember the critics who were all over the 
substantive financial investment New Orleans 
made in Thomas prior to this season? The narra-
tive was that paying wide receivers huge numbers 
nearly always turns out negatively. Where are 
those critics now and what do they think?

Thomas is too tough and too competitive to 
take the money and relax. That is never going to 
be his nature, regardless of how much money he 
makes.

The secondary continues to show well, bet-
ter than a year ago. Demario Davis has been as 
good as any linebacker in the NFL. Cam Jordan 
remains an elite player up front.

Tackles Ryan Ramczyk and Terron Armstead 
take a back seat to no duo in the league. Ramczyk 
has been rated as the top right tackle in the league 
most of the season by Pro Football Focus.

Alvin Kamara is still an exception player and 
Latavius Murray has been solid in his supporting 
role. Jared Cook is starting to make the kind of 
plays Payton hoped for when he brought Cook in.

Wil Lutz, despite a brief hiccup earlier in the 
season, is good while Thomas Morstead remains 
an elite punter.

The NFC is considerably deeper than the 
AFC. In the AFC, the Patriots are still a team to 
beat while Baltimore is legitimate with the way 
Lamar Jackson has played. Kansas City cannot be 
ignored but is there any other team in that confer-
ence that scares you at all?

In the NFC, the 49ers are good. The Se-
ahawks are quite good and Russell Wilson has 
been outstanding. The Rams acquired Jalen 
Ramsey and have an improved defense. Dallas has 
good players on defense, solid receivers and Dak 
Prescott is playing well.

Green Bay is a threat with Aaron Rodgers. 
Minnesota has an excellent back in Delvin Cook, 
two very good receivers and a solid defense. If Kirk 
Cousins plays at a high level, they are a real threat. 
Philadelphia cannot be dismissed.

If the Saints can beat San Francisco at home, 
they will have the head-to-head edge over Seattle, 
Dallas and San Francisco in any tiebreaking situ-
ation. Only the Rams would have the edge on New 
Orleans in that department.

When the Saints host the Colts on Monday 
Night Football on Dec. 16, the organization will 
honor its Super Bowl XLIV championship team 
with many of the key contributors returning to the 
Mercedes-Benz Superdome to be properly recog-
nized. It will be a festive occasion.

The near misses in 2017 and 2018 still smart 
and they serve as motivation for the current team 
and as a reminder about how fragile winning is 
and how difficult it is to win a championship in 
the NFL, New England notwithstanding.

Then, there was a near miss in 2011 as well 
when the Saints were the best team in the NFL 
and lost a last second thriller at San Francisco.

Counting that one, the Saints have had three 
really good opportunities to add a Lombardi Tro-
phy to the showcase in Metairie.

With the Super Bowl set for Miami this sea-
son, it brings back memories of what happened in 
the 2009 season and in February of 2010 in Miami.

A decade later, the Saints are hoping to see 
history repeat itself. It can happen if this team 
stays healthy, continues to play at solid level on 
defense, runs the ball effectively and finds a legiti-
mate second threat at wide receiver.    

Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief ex-
ecutive officer of CrescentCitySports.com and as 
sports director of NASH ICON FM 106.1. Trahan 
hosts sports talk shows nightly as well as “Ken 
Trahan’s Original Prep Report” on Friday nights 
during the football season and “The Three Tail-
gaters Show” with Ed Daniels Saturday morn-
ings from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Trahan is the 
general manager of the Saints Hall of Fame 
Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome and 
does morning sports for all four Cumulus radio 
stations in the New Orleans area. Trahan serves 
as the president of Joyful Noise Ministries, works 
with Life Resources Ministries and is president 
and emcee of the Greater New Orleans Quarter-
back Club.

Saints positioned at Super Bowl run
By Ken Trahan
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On Saturday, December 21 from 6:00 p.m. 
until 8:00 p.m., also at Heritage Hall in Rivertown, 
the city will host a “Grinchmas,” a pizza party 
filled with games, arts and crafts, pictures with 
Mr. Grinch and more. Tickets are $7 for children 
and $10 for adults. Children under two are admit-
ted free.

The Kenner Planetarium and Megadome 
Cinema will offer $1 off admission throughout De-
cember with the donation of a canned good/food 
item to benefit the Kenner Food Bank. Collec-
tion boxes will be in the lobby of the planetarium 
located at 2020 Fourth Street in Rivertown. The 

planetarium is open to the public on Saturdays 
from 11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. and a full sched-
ule of shows can be found on the city’s website 
at www.kenner.la.us by clicking the “Rivertown” 
button. The Kenner Planetarium will also offer 
special showings of the laser light show “Laser 
Holidays” every Saturday evening at 7:00 p.m. 
from December 7 through December 28.   

For more information on the above events 
or to register for the holiday events, go to kenner.
recdesk.com, click on “Programs” and then under 

“Category” select “General” or call the Kenner 
Parks and Recreation Department at 468-7211. 
For more information on Christmas Village in 
Rivertown or for the full lineup of entertainment, 
call 468-7231 or visit www.kenner.la.us.   

experience at the new terminal. “Our completely new 
concessions program featuring a mix of local and na-
tional restaurant and shopping options has been an 
overwhelming success,” said Dolliole. “Concession-
aires reported they have experienced more business 
than anticipated and have been flexible in responding 
to the demand.”

Anyone will be able to visit the $1 billion new 
terminal after being approved for the guest pass after 
a background check. The pass is available seven days 
a week from 11:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. When arriving 
at the terminal, the pass can be picked up at the air-
port’s help desk located on level one.

Currently, guest passes similar to Armstrong’s 
pass are only offered at Detroit, Pittsburgh and 

Tampa airports.
A list of the airport concessionaires include Auntie 

Anne’s, Angelo Brocato’s, Bar Sazerac, Be Relax, Brigh-
ton, Cafe Du Monde, Chick-Fil-A, Chili’s, City Greens, 
CNBC, Cure, Dirty Coast, Dylan’s Candy Bar, EJE Duty 
Free, Emeril’s Table, Fleurty Girl, Folse Market, Heri-
tage School of Music, InMotion, Leah’s Kitchen, Lolli 
and Pops, Lucky Dogs, MAC, Midway Pizza, Mondo, Mo-
Pho, NOLA Couture, Panda Express, Parish Provisions, 
Peet’s Coffee, PJ’s Coffee, Shake Shack, Smoothie King, 
Starbucks, The Advocate, The Great American Bagel 
Bakery & Panini, The Munch Factory, The New Stand, 
The Scoreboard, Trip Advisor, Vino Volo, WhereTraveler 
& Preservation Hall and Ye Olde College Inn.

For a description of what the new airport con-
cessionaires will offer and to find their location in the 
terminal, visit https://flymsy.com/shop-dine-relax.   

Airport concessionaires
 from page 1

Jefferson Parish receives distinguished budget presentation award for 26th consecutive year
The Jefferson Parish Finance Department is 

the recipient of the Government Finance Officers 
Association (GFOA) Distinguished Budget Presenta-
tion Award for the 26th consecutive year. This award 
is the highest form of recognition in governmental 
budgeting; its attainment represents a significant 
achievement.

The GFOA of the United States and Canada  

recognizes JP Finance Director Timothy Palmatier, 
JP Budget Director Victor J. LaRocca, III and the 
staff of the JP Budget Department for the budget 
preparation and presentation for fiscal year begin-
ning January 1, 2019.

Award recipients are selected based upon 
achieving nationally recognized guidelines for ef-
fective budget presentation, including how well an 

entity’s budget serves as a policy document, a finan-
cial plan, an operations guide and a communications 
device. Budget documents must be rated “proficient” 
in all four ranking categories and the 14 mandatory 
criteria within those categories to receive the award.

Award recipients have pioneered efforts to im-
prove the quality of budgeting and provide an ex-
cellent example for other governments throughout 

North America. The GFOA’s Distinguished Budget 
Presentation Award Program is the only National 
Awards Program in governmental budgeting.

The Government Finance Officers Association 
advances excellence in government finance by pro-
viding best practices, professional development, re-
sources and practical research for more than 20,500 
members and the communities they serve.  

Education

JP Schools students earn 62% jump in workforce 
credentials

More Jefferson Parish Schools students are gradu-
ating with workforce credentials and more of these cer-
tifications are in high-wage, high-skill fields.

JP Schools saw a 62% jump in the number of ca-
reer and technical education credentials students earn 
annually. The class of 2019 earned 7,444 credentials 
compared with the class of 2018 who earned 4,578. The 
increase puts the district well on its way to achieving its 
goal of 9,156 a year by 2024. These industry-based cre-
dentials certify that students have the skills to enter the 
workforce, many in high-demand fields that can earn 
students paid internships or even a job before gradua-
tion.

“This puts our students on the pathway to more than 
just a job,” said JP Schools Superintendent Dr. Cade 
Brumley. “It opens the door to well paying, sustainable 
careers that also serve as a boost to the economic devel-
opment of Jefferson Parish.”

Many of the credentials students earned come 
from fields like engineering, medical, automotive, 
computer technology and digital media. The district re-
cently added AutoCad, Inventor and medical assistant 
programs to the curriculum.

JP Schools works closely with local leaders in busi-
ness and industry to continually audit its CTE offerings. 
The goal is to ensure the curriculum aligns with indus-
try needs. As industries evolve and job markets shift, 
the district adapts what students learn to reflect those 
realities. The district also created a CTE advisory com-
mittee comprised of education, business, industry, and 
community leaders.

“By the end of next year, nearly six in every 10 jobs 
will require some type of education beyond a high 
school diploma,” said JP Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Cade Brumley. “The work we’re doing to enhance 
career and technical education means more of our stu-
dents are graduating high school prepared to take that 
next step in life.”

Numerous action steps in the district’s strategic 
plan, “2024: The Future Our Kids Deserve” are aimed at 
enhancing workforce development. District leaders are 
working to ensure CTE programming reflects industry 
needs, more students receive the support they need to 
earn career certifications and more student internship 
opportunities are developed through partnerships with 
local business and industry. CTE courses are available 
to students in nearly all JP high schools.   

Happy Holidays from the  
Staff of The Kenner Star
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Sports Injuries

Shoulder and Knee Conditions

Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy

Physical Therapy

889-2663 4921 Airline Drive www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Hablamos Español

Orthopedic Center for
Sports Medicine

LUIS M. ESPINOZA MDLUIS M. ESPINOZA MD
WILLIAM SHERMAN, MD

LUIS M. ESPINOZA MD
CHADWICK MURPHY, MD

Landscaping & Design,  

Lawn Cutting, Mulching, Spruce Ups,

Shrub Trimming, Fertilizing, Seasonal 

Color, Lighting, Fountains, Irrigation 

Systems, Fountains, Grading,  

Gates, Pavers and more!

FREE ESTIMATES
Residential • Commercial

Daren J. Dillenkoffer • 390-8598 or 985-725-0184 • Licensed & Insured

1st Class Lawn Services, LLC

0313_First Class Lawn Service.indd   1 2/22/13   9:36 PM

WE HAVE YOU COVERED THURSDAY-MONDAY FOR FOOTBALL. 

Come watch 
your football at 
Stepbrothers. 
Nobody does it 
better than us!

We are the place 
to watch LSU & 
Saints games 
on our 19 TVs. 
Not a bad seat 
in the house.

Beer bucket specials, great 
food & special giveaways 
throughout the season. DJ 
before, during & after the 
game. NFL Ticket. WIFI.

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!NOBODY DOES FOOTBALL BETTER THAN STEPBROTHERS!

OPEN 11 am - 4 am

Come early on Sunday 
for our Bloody Mary 
Specials & pregame 

shows on so you 
can make sure your 
Fantasy Team lineup 
is the best it can be.

Come early on Sunday 

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-98564971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

Airport opening
 from page 1

would be some adjustments necessary to account for 
actual human behavior once we began to operate in a 
real-world environment.

However, Dolliole emphasized, each problem is 
being resolved in an organized and efficient manner. 
For example, improvements to the I-10/Veterans/Loyola 
intersection by the Louisiana Department of Transpor-
tation has vastly improved traffic flow although the in-
tersection is used by both airport traffic and the general 
community. The situation will get much better in three 
or four years when the interstate flyover is completed. 

“After observing real-world traffic patterns on opening 
day, DOTD and the airport were proactive in identifying 
and addressing some minor changes to further enhance 
vehicular flow for passengers traveling to and from the 
terminal as well as for the community that uses that 
intersection,” said Dolliole. “DOTD and the airport will 
continue to proactively monitor the flow of motorists 
and make necessary adjustments to help improve navi-
gation and alleviate congestion.”

Similarly, the Transportation Safety Administra-
tion has now completed installation of 15 screening 
lines. With all 15 screening lines operating, most travel-
ers can get through the checkpoints in a half-hour or less. 
Dolliole says the TSA times are expected to improve as 
travelers and TSA personnel become more familiar with 
the new security systems and the airport will continue to 
monitor checkpoint wait times and will coordinate with 
TSA as appropriate.

Airports across the country are facing chal-
lenges with rideshare providers impacting traffic 
flows around their terminals, said Dolliole. “We also 
faced significant challenges with rideshare impact at 
the former terminal. When the new terminal opened, 
rideshare providers Uber and Lyft both launched new 
systems which allow travelers to use a code to take 
an available car rather than wait to meet a specific 
driver,” said Dolliole. Armstrong is the sixth airport in 
the country to offer this service.

For a positive customer experience, officials from 
both rideshare providers as well as the airport staff are 
continuing to work together to make changes such as 
installing new signage, enhancing driver and passenger 
information and stationing additional traffic control per-
sonnel in the area. “We’ve already seen some improve-
ment and will adjust further if needed,” Dolliole said.

Another logistical problem area in the first week 
at the new terminal was baggage handling. “After the 
new terminal opened, we experienced some issues with 
the outbound baggage system not operating properly at 
certain points of the day, which is to be expected when 
a completely new system is fully launched, said Dolliole. 

“That’s why the airport ensured that the baggage system 
contractors and construction project managers are on 
site during this initial transition phase. These crews 
have been working with all airlines throughout the day 
to respond, identify and correct issues as they arise, and 
we’re already seeing improvement to how the system 
functions.”

The airport is the lead among other airports in 
the country in offering innovative customer service 
features. The new Park MSY Express Economy Garage 
now features convenient shuttle service and complimen-
tary baggage check-in allowing outbound passengers to 
check their luggage from the comfort of their vehicle 
before parking. This means passengers can catch the 
shuttle luggage-free and skip the airline ticket counter. 
Armstrong is just the fourth airport in the country to of-
fer this service.

The new-long term and short-term parking garag-
es are equipped with overhead lights above the parking 
spaces indicating where spaces are available or occu-
pied. This will reduce the time it takes to find a parking 
spot and help passengers get to their flight faster. This 
new technology is completing its calibration phase and 
will be up and running in time for the upcoming holiday 
travel season.

Finally, said Dolliole, “We will continue to lean 
forward as we implement all these new systems and ask 
the public to be patient during this transition. As always, 
your support is greatly appreciated.”   

hospital performance at nearly 4,500 hospitals nation-
wide for 32 of the most common inpatient procedures 
and conditions using Medicare data and additionally 
analyzes outcomes in appendectomy and bariatric sur-
gery using all-payer data provided by 15 states.

“Our dedicated team at OMC-Kenner is com-
mitted to keeping patients safe while delivering ex-
ceptional and compassionate care to the community 
we serve,” said OMC-Kenner Chief Executive Officer 

Stephen Robinson. “These recognitions are an honor 
and a testament to the tireless efforts of our provid-
ers, nurses and staff and we are very proud to have 
received these distinctions.”

OMC-Kenner is an acute-care community hospi-
tal servicing the residents of Kenner and surrounding 
communities. It is also recognized by the Joint Com-
mission for demonstrating the greatest level of com-
mitment to the care of stroke patients through its 

“Advanced Certification for Primary Stroke Centers.”
For more information about OMC-Kenner, visit 

www.ochsner.org/kenner or call 468-8600.   

Ochsner
 from page 1

deliveries from Second Harvest and other commu-
nity partners such as local churches, businesses, 
schools, civic groups and concerned families. These 
groups and individuals help keep the food bank 
stocked but the need is greater during the holidays.

“Many Kenner families, recognizing the crucial 
role that the food bank plays in the community, contrib-
ute to the food bank year-round,” said Thompson. “They 
bring checks, money orders or non-perishables items 
to the food bank. We appreciate all the support we get 
from the community. It is obvious that Kenner really 
cares but we are asking for more help this month.”

A recent donation of $1,000 was made before 
Thanksgiving by Ron’s Jewelers, located at 4103 Wil-
liams Boulevard in Kenner, to purchase 100 turkeys for 
the food bank. And Ron’s Jewelers also collected over 
80 pounds of canned goods from customers at a rib-
bon cutting event held prior to Thanksgiving that were  

donated to the food bank.
During the year, according to family size, eligible 

people receive one to three boxes of food weighing 30 
to 40 pounds once a month. The food bank fed 5,038 
families in 2018. The food bank has already serviced 
4,919 families through October 2019.

To receive assistance from the food bank, the 
United States Department of Agriculture and Second 
Harvest require that a family’s income cannot exceed 
the limits established by the U.S.D.A. for the respective 
family size. Anyone interested in applying for assis-
tance can find an application on the city’s website, www.
kenner.la.us. In addition, applications are available at 
the Kenner Food Bank location.

Anyone interested in donating to the food bank 
can make checks or money orders payable to the Ken-
ner Food Bank and mail them or drop them off at 317 
Oxley Street in Rivertown, one block off of Rev. Rich-
ard Wilson Drive and three blocks west of Williams 
Boulevard. Food donations are accepted by the food 
bank weekdays from 9:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m., excluding 
lunch time from noon until 1:00 p.m. For more informa-
tion call 468-7204.   

Kenner Food Bank
 from page 1

HOLIDAY GARBAGE PICKUP  
SCHEDULE IN KENNER

 There will be no garbage pickup in Kenner  
on Christmas or New Year’s Day,  

according to officials with Ramelli Waste.

 Garbage that would have been collected on Wednesday,  
Dec. 25 will be picked up on Thursday, Dec. 26.

Garbage that would have been collected on Wednesday,  
Jan. 1 will be picked up on Thursday, Jan.2
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Christ
masAL L  I  W

ANT  FOR

G I V E AWAY

© 2019 BOYD GAMING CORPORATION®

YOUR KIND OF PLACE  |   BConnectedOnline.com

20
20

Roaring

into

BUFFET
New Year's Eve

Experience NYE with an EXTRAORDINARY dinner 
featuring all-you-can-eat Veal Marie, Amberjack with 

Tomato Chutney, Crab Cake Pontchartrain, BBQ Shrimp, 
Prime Rib, Bacon Wrapped Scallops, Crawfish Hush 
Puppies and Shrimp Cocktail along with many more 

delicious items from CHEF HOYCE.
Check your mailbox to see if you qualify for FREE, 
or call 504-443-8000 to receive this exclusive 

experience for only $40 per person.
Tax and gratuity not included. Must be a B Connected member to purchase. 

Must have card inserted into machine or present at table game to be eligible for hot seats. Other restrictions apply.

Restrictions apply. Receive one entry during promotion. 10 Tier Credits = 1 Entry.  Check in at any kiosk starting at 6:00pm on promotion day. Apple and iPad Mini 
are registered trademarks of Apple Inc. HP is a registered trademark of HP Hewlett Packard Group LLC. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics Co.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14  |  7:00pm - 11:00pm
WIN ALL THE GIFTS YOU WANT FOR CHRISTMAS!

7:00pm
8:00pm
9:00pm

10:00pm
11:00pm

5 WINNERS of a 4K Apple® TV
5 WINNERS of Apple® iPad Mini®

5 WINNERS of HP® Laptop
5 WINNERS of Samsung® 55" 4K TV
5 WINNERS of the Ultimate Christmas 
Package: 4K Apple® TV, Apple® iPad Mini, 
HP® Laptop, & Samsung® 55" 4k TV

-
-
-
-
-

Tuesday, December 31, 2019

THIS NEW YEAR'S EVE WE ARE ROARING INTO 2020!

Between 6:00pm-11:00pm, 1 HOT SEAT WINNER 
will be selected every 20 MINUTES to instantly 

win up to $2,020 B REWARDS!

Between Midnight and 1:00am, 
3 HOT SEATS WINNERS will be selected to 

instantly win $2,020 B REWARDS!

l ive entertainment: 
Boogie your way into 2020 with the BOOGIE MEN 

from 10:00pm - 2:00am live in the Showroom!


