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New airport terminal opening rescheduled for fall
On April 11, 2019., the city of New Orleans and 

the New Orleans Aviation Board announced that, after 
evaluating the status of all construction activities and 
consulting with key stakeholders, the new North Ter-
minal at Louis Armstrong New Orleans International 
Airport (MSY) is now expected to open to the public at 
the earliest in the fall of 2019. The complex coordina-
tion of construction activities during the final phase of 
this major project has impacted the ability to provide 
the new, state-of-the-art airport facility to the Greater 
New Orleans region on the previously scheduled date 
of May 15, 2019.

With passenger safety and customer experience 
as a top priority, the adjusted schedule will provide 
more time for testing, training and implementation 
of key systems to transition operations to the new ter-
minal. It will also give local residents time to become 
accustomed to the new access routes.

“We toured the airport facility recently, and while 
everything is quite impressive, it was clear there re-
mains much work to do,” Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn said. 

“This delay is good news for the city as it allows more 
time to work with all parties involved on additional 
possible remedies to what is expected to be a very  

serious traffic issue.”
“This is a once in a lifetime investment that will 

benefit our city, region, state and all of our people. I 
accept the responsibility of making sure that when our 
new airport opens, it is at 100 percent readiness,” said 
New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell. “The fact is it is 
not ready and there is more work to be done to get us 
there. I fully support the additional time needed and 
look forward to opening our new, completely opera-
tional facility at its peak on ‘Day One.’”

“Throughout the construction process the Avia-
tion Board has received progress updates and we 
believe that this decision is in the best interest of our 
partners and the community. We can easily continue to 
operate in our existing facility during this short period 
until the new terminal is ready for full activation. It’s a 
big and complicated project, so it’s important we take 
this time to ensure that all systems are fully functional,” 
said Doug Thornton, chair of the New Orleans Aviation 
Board Construction Committee.

“This is one of the most significant infrastructure 
projects in this region’s history. We want to make sure 
that we get it right. The additional time is going to al-
low us to deliver a world-class airport and ensure a safe 

and seamless transition so that our passengers have 
the best possible experience,” said Kevin C. Dolliole, 
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport 
Director of Aviation.

The existing airport facility remains operational 
and there will be no impact to flights to and from the 
airport as a result of this change. As airport officials 
continue to evaluate the project construction schedule, 
a specific opening date will be confirmed in advance of 
the move so the general public and other stakeholders 

can make any necessary preparations.
Because a move of this magnitude impacts em-

ployees, tenants, suppliers and the surrounding com-
munity, the airport will also continue with its plans 
to conduct real-life passenger trials prior to facility 
opening. In the coming weeks, the airport will solicit 
volunteers of all ages and travel experience to partici-
pate in trials to be conducted before the opening of 

New firefighters graduate Kenner Fire 
Department’s largest academy class in history

On December 17, 2018, the largest firefight-
er recruiting class of the Kenner Fire Department 
started its 16-week training at Kenner’s Emer-
gency Operations Center located in south Kenner. 
FEMA awarded a nearly $2 million Staffing for Ad-
equate Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER) 
Grant to the city of Kenner in August 2018. The 
first of 24 new hires started their training a mere 
four months later.

“Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn’s administration 
continues to demonstrate a strong commitment 
to improving the safety of our community. He 
has dedicated time and resources to successfully 
receive grants for fire training and operations,” 
said Kenner Interim Fire Chief Terence N. Morris. 

“With this refreshed focus on suppression tactics 
and increased staffing, our fire department brings 
additional benefits to Kenner.”

“I was honored to attend the April 4 gradu-

ation for the largest recruit class in the history of 
the Kenner Fire Department,” said Mayor Zahn. 

“Thanks to the SAFER grant from FEMA for hiring, 
we have been able to enhance the emergency re-
sponse capabilities in the city.”

These new firefighters have been assigned to 
stations throughout the city and a second recruit 
class – 2019-1 – is now attending the second SAF-
ER-funded fire academy.

“The ceremony was a proud moment for our 
fire graduates, their family and friends – and all of 
us in the city,” said Mayor Zahn

Kenner’s newest firefighters are Nicholas 
Adams, Bradley Boyd, Cyle Cortez, Thomas Dous-
san, Stephen Dunn, Scott Hof, Rick LaCava, Nicho-
las Landry, Ryan Leblanc, Lance Levy, Jr., Trevor 
Paisant, Benjamin Palmisano, Christian Rocquin, 
Axel Seitz, Garrett Simon, Michael Soto, Jeremy 
Sterling and Chad Zito.   

Kenner Economic Development Board holds 
first meeting

On July 26, 2018, Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn created 
Kenner’s Economic Development Board by initially ap-
pointing six members, designating Kenner residents Ma-
rie Clesi as chairman and Sharon Augillard as vice chair-
man. Mayor Zahn also reached out to the Kenner City 
Council to recommend potential additional members.

On October 17, 2018, the six appointed members, 
known as the executive steering committee, met infor-

mally to discuss the new board’s structure, mission 
and goals after hearing an address by Mayor Zahn. 
The Economic Development Board’s first quarterly 
meeting was held on March 19, 2019, at the Kenner 
City Park Pavilion.

The board is charged with advising and mak-
ing recommendations on economic development 
to the mayor’s office. To that end, the board’s  
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Important information resources for the 2019 
hurricane season for Kenner residents and 
businesses

It’s that time of year to make preparations for 
the start of hurricane season. The Atlantic hurricane 
season begins June 1 and extends through November, 
though last year the Gulf of Mexico did have activ-
ity beginning in mid-May. Being prepared early for any 

weather or routine illness (like flu season) makes 
it easier for families to take action when time is of 
the essence.

Having the right information can assist in 
making important decisions affecting families.  
Kenner’s Office of Emergency Management (OEM) 

Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport exterior terminal under construction in April 2019
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Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner provides 
nationally recognized stroke care

According to the American Stroke Association, stroke 
is the fifth leading cause of death in America and is a lead-
ing cause of adult disability. Ochsner Medical Center-Ken-
ner’s (OMC-Kenner) multidisciplinary approach to stroke 
care begins the moment a patient is brought to the emer-
gency department and continues through Ochsner Health 
System’s telemedicine program, which adds an additional 

layer of stroke care services that can quickly determine 
a treatment plan when every second counts.

Stroke patients at OMC-Kenner benefit from the 
hospital’s radiology services and an extensive rehab 
program, with inpatient and outpatient physical, oc-
cupational and speech rehabilitation. A home follow-up 
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The Rivertown Farmers Market in Kenner, Louisiana is now
a member of the Crescent City Farmers Market family.

SATURDAYS in RIVERTOWN
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
LaSalle’s Landing

WIlliams Blvd. at the River
EBT, credit cards, and checks accepted at the

Welcome Tent. All vendors accept cash.

Info can be found at crescentcityfarmersmarket.org

rivertownfarmersmarketkenner @rivertownfarmersmarket

YOU CAN FIND:
• Fresh, local and seasonal fruits
and vegetables from
farms within 200 miles

• Farm fresh eggs
• Homemade preserves, artisan
bread, pickles, local honey,
sausage, plant starts, prepared
food and more!

FEATURING:
• Market Match - a dollar for dollar*
match of SNAP benefits spent at
the market. *Up to $20 per market
day

• Farmers Market Nutrition
Program (FMNP) - Many
certified vendors will accept
FMNP Senior and WIC
coupons.

• Live music, fun for kids and
physical fitness activities

NO OUTSIDE FOOD OR DRINK

6:30-9:30 in Kenner’s Heritage Park

FREE LIVE MUSIC
EVERY FRIDAY

FREE LIVE MUSIC
EVERY FRIDAY

468-7231

FREE LIVE MUSICFREE LIVE MUSICFREE LIVE MUSIC
2019

MAY 3 - CONTRAFLOW
MAY 10 - NO IDEA
MAY 17 - GROOVY 7
MAY 24 - THE TOPCATS
MAY 31  - 90 DEGREES WEST

   

FREE OUTDOOR MOVIES 
EVERY SATURDAY 

FREE OUTDOOR MOVIES 
EVERY SATURDAY 

MAY 4 - Coco
MAY 11 - Ralph Breaks the Internet
MAY 18 - Incredibles 2
MAY 25 - Aquaman

magic tree house: space mission
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 30 minutes  
Based on the beloved Magic Tree House book series, Magic Tree House Space Mission 
launches the intrepid Jack and Annie on a funfi lled journey to discover the secrets of the 
Sun, Moon, planets, space travel and more. Aligned with early elementary information 
skillslearning objectives, this beautifully produced show is a winner with Magic Tree 
House fans of all ages.

Flying Monsters 
Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 40  minutes  
Set out to uncover the truth about the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a wingspan 
of approximately 40 feet and equal to that of a modern-day jet plane.  

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes  
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big 
Dipper, the North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to 
the moon and discover how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even 
though friends may live in different countries, we all share the same sky!

Big Bird’s 
Adventure

Fright Light
Saturday, Oct. 1 only - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 50 minutes  
There are no tricks, but plenty of treats in this “frightfully” entertaining laser light show! 
Back by popular demand, Fright Light is a “monster” of a show and promises to thrill 

audiences of all ages with a medley of fun Halloween themed tunes and laser animations. Musical selections 
include Thriller, Monster Mash, Men in Black, Purple People Eater, and Iron Man among many others.

Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 45 minutes  
Some great artists like John Lennon, James Brown, and Elvis Presley come into our lives only to depart far too 
soon, leaving behind a musical legacy.  Laser Tribute pays homage to great artists whose music has touched 
and inspired us all.  May their legacies live on, one song at a time.  

Dream to Fly 
Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  
Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of fl ying.  Open your 
hearts to new ideas about fl ight, and learn how generations of dreamers 
pursued the ancient impulse that has taken us from the ground to the stars. 

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 700622020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  ★   Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show  ★  Children/Seniors, $5 per show   ★  Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us        show schedule subject to change

AND

The Accidental Astronauts: 
An Earth, Sun, Moon Adventure
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 32 minutes  
Follow the adventures of Sy and Annie as they embark on an unexpected journey into 
space!  Explore the Earth, Sun and Moon system with a wise-cracking starship computer.  
Get up close and personal with a solar storm. And gain a new appreciation of our home 
planet. “The Accidental Astronauts” is a space adventure for all ages.
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{  One-on-one personal 
training in a PRIVATE facility.

{  Comprehensive one-on one 
evaluation including movement 
screening, diet, and lifestyle 
analysis. You will leave with 
a comprehensive customized 
program designed to fi t your goals.

{  Early morning & after work 
appointments available 

 See website for bio, classes & more info    Lovittlife.com

701 Papworth Ave., Suite 105   |  Metairie  | 615.8164  | TrainerLovitt@gmail.com

MATT LOVITT 
Personal Trainer

WE OFFER
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The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to 
the enjoyment of food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments 
and questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For detailed 
recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

MAY COOKIES    

By foodieforone.com

INGREDIENTS
1 cup plus 2 tablespoons butter, chilled, 
cut into small chunks; 1/2 cup granulated 
sugar; 1/4 cup brown sugar; 1 teaspoon 
vanilla; 2 1/4 cups all-purpose fl our; 
6 ounces dark chocolate chips; 1 egg, beaten; Raw sugar or Demerara sugar; Sea salt

DIRECTIONS

Beat cold butter chunks, granulated sugar, brown sugar and vanilla on medium-high speed 
until super fl uffy, 3 to 5 minutes. Turn to low speed and slowly add fl our. Mix in chocolate 
chips just to blend.

Divide dough in half and wrap each have in plastic wrap, forming into a tight log, about 2 1/2 
inches in diameter. Chill cookie dough in refrigerator for at least two hours.

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line baking sheets with parchment paper. Brush logs with 
beaten egg and sprinkle with raw sugar or Demerara sugar.

Slice into ½-inch rounds and place on cookie sheet. If round falls 
apart, simply form pieces of dough together. Sprinkle tops with sea 
salt and bake for 13 to 14 minutes or until edges brown. Allow to 
cool slightly before enjoying. This cookie dough can be frozen.

Happy Spring!

Recipe Corner

Discover how  
Ochsner keeps your  

family’s health on track.

 • Newborn and well-child care

 • Acute care for short-term illnesses

 • Ongoing care of chronic problems

 • Physical exams for sports, school and  
  summer camp

 • Preventive care, health screenings and 
  physical exams for individuals of all ages

 • Flu shots, allergy injections and 
  immunizations

200 W. Esplanade Ave  |  Kenner, LA 70065

To schedule an appointment, 
visit ochsner.org/schedule or  

call 504.443.9500

Family Medicine Physicians are specially trained 
to treat everyone in your family – from baby to 
great grandma and everyone in between.

Our Family Medicine Specialists Can Provide:
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Missteps for “Madame Mayor”
By Jeff Crouere

There are 10 dif-
ferent contactors work-

ing on the soon-to-be completed new terminal at the 
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport. 
Besides the contractors, tenants like the U.S. Customs 
and Border Patrol, Transportation Security Adminis-
tration (TSA) are installing their various equipment.

For all these and dozens more reasons, Arm-
strong International officials decided that it was nec-
essary to hold off on those opening ceremonies at the 
new terminal as scheduled in May.

“We are in the midst of what is probably the most 
complex construction job in this region since the Loui-
siana Superdome was built in the 1970s,” said Arm-
strong International Aviation Director Kevin Dolliole. 

“More time is needed to complete the construction 
and get the details right. In the end, everyone will be 
pleased that we called for a slight change in schedule. 
In a complex construction project involving many con-
tractors, various tenants and the installation of state-
of-the-art technical systems, it’s always best to do the 
due diligence in testing, training and implementing 

 
 
 
 these systems.”

Dolliole says that the formal opening of the 
new terminal will be in the fall “Look at it this way,” 
he says. “We are getting ready to open a billion-dollar 
facility, the newest air terminal in the United States of 
America, a facility that will be recognized both nation-
ally and internationally. So, it’s in the best interest of 
our customers to get the best it can be when we cut 
the ribbon.”

The existing terminal served more than 13 mil-
lion passengers in 2018, an all-time record for Arm-
strong International. The new terminal will have 35 
gates and the efficient design of the facility will sup-
port continued growth well into the future. “The new 
terminal is going to have a massive economic impact 
on all of South Louisiana, including the city of New Or-
leans and the city of Kenner,” says Dolliole.

Joining Dolliole in a recent telephone interview 

with the Kenner Star were Jamie McCluskie, deputy 
director of aviation at the airport, and Chris Spann, 
the project consultant on the massive $1 billion con-
struction job. “This team has a very complex job to do,” 
said McCluskie. “Coordinating with 10 contractors 
simultaneously can be very challenging logistically, 
which is another reason we needed to reschedule the 
opening until fall.”

Dolliole and his team have done a great job of 
coordinating with all the contractors, the airlines, the 
concessionaires and the Kenner Police Department 
that has done a superb job of handling the heavy traf-
fic generated by the construction project. For those 
who know him, it’s no surprise that Dolliole is highly 
motivated. He is a New Orleans native who grew up 
in the city’s Seventh Ward, where he went to Joseph 
S. Clark High School, a public school. He got his under-
graduate degree at Xavier University and his MBA at 
UNO. He was an interim director at Armstrong Inter-
national in the 1990s, went on to serve in the top post 
at airports in San Antonio and St. Louis before coming 

back to Armstrong International 22 months ago. “I am 
so happy to be home,” he says. “I know I’m blessed to 
have an opportunity to run this airport as we open the 
new terminal. I’m also very fortunate in having a great 
staff to work with.” Dolliole has a reputation as an af-
fable, accessible executive who gets along well with 
Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn, the Kenner City Council and 
Kenner’s community leaders, as well as New Orleans 
Mayor LaToya Cantrell.

“The new terminal is going to have a transforma-
tive impact on business and tourism,” Dolliole says. 

“We are going to have the capacity to bring in unprec-
edented numbers of passengers. We have the potential 
with the new terminal to host a wide variety of interna-
tional flights. Great credit is due to all the public and 
private officials who contributed to the movement for 
a new airport in Kenner. I know everyone is anxious to 
get a look at the new terminal. I think they’re going to 
be awed.”   

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.

Airport officials delayed new terminal opening because they needed time to get 
the details right
By Allan Katz

Political

The last few 
weeks have not been 
good ones for New 
Orleans Mayor LaToya 
Cantrell. Usually, New 

Orleans mayors run roughshod over meek city council 
members who have limited power and authority. How-
ever, in recent days, a new dynamic is developing in 
New Orleans city government. Some council members 
have found the courage to criticize Mayor Cantrell, es-
pecially about the traffic camera controversy.

The mayor made a unilateral decision to lower 
the threshold for speeding tickets in school zones. 
Previously, drivers were issued tickets for driving 
six miles per hour or more over the posted speed 
limit. Now, the buffer has dropped to four miles per 
hour over the speed limit.

No advance notice was given to New Orleans 
drivers to ensure that as many tickets as possible were 
issued. The scheme worked as over 41,000 tickets 
were given to motorists and over $1 million in ticket 
revenue flowed into strapped city coffers.

The tactics were not well received by New Or-
leans Council Member Jared Brossett. He noted that 
if the new limits had “been announced, drivers could 
have changed their driving patterns.” This would have 
reduced the number of tickets issued but improved 
public safety.

Obviously, Mayor Cantrell is more concerned 
about maximizing revenue to the city government 
instead of maximizing safe driving conditions in 
school zones.

Her new policy also directly contradicts her posi-
tion as a candidate for mayor. She campaigned on a 
platform of removing all of the speed cameras in New 
Orleans. When former Mayor Mitch Landrieu added 
another 55 traffic cameras throughout New Orleans 
in 2017, Cantrell expressed opposition because of her 
concern that “additional fines and fees” were being ex-
tracted from “our people, poor people.” Obviously, her 
priorities changed once she was elected mayor.

Another change upon becoming Mayor for 
LaToya Cantrell is the ability to access city funds and 
assemble a 35-person entourage to travel to Cuba, a 

poor, communist nation. As mayor of New Orleans, 
both Ray Nagin and Mitch Landrieu traveled to Cuba. 
Clearly, it is an exotic destination that conjures up ro-
mantic images of rum cocktails and Cuban cigars. The 
problem is that the communist leadership represses 
the Cuban people. For example, on April 23, a Cuban 
pastor and his wife were sentenced to two years in 
prison for the crime of home schooling their children.

No American political leader should be giv-
ing support to such a brutal regime. However, Mayor 
Cantrell is a left-wing Democrat who espouses the pro-
gressive platform of her party. While Cantrell may not 
be an official socialist, many of her fellow Democratic 
Party leaders firmly believe in those horrific principles. 
The socialism being promoted by Democrats such as 
Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders shares many of the 
dangerous attributes of Cuban communism.

The mayor and her entourage enjoyed a five-
day vacation to Cuba that coincided with her birth-
day celebration. During the festivities, it is doubtful 
that any of them asked average Cubans about the 
true impact of communism on the island nation. Of 
course, a real conversation with a Cuban citizen is 
not allowed for any criticism of the regime is pun-
ishable with a lengthy prison sentence.

This type of brutality has been on display for 60 
years, as communism has had a death grip on Cuba. 
Prior to the advent of the communist dictator Fidel 
Castro, Cuba was a prosperous nation, but, today, it is 
a financial disaster. The Cuban people are not free to 
innovate and create entrepreneurial businesses as the 
government controls everything. The people also do 
not enjoy basic freedoms of speech and assembly.

The country is in a time warp. Automobiles 
from the 1950s are all over the streets as the indus-
trious people have learned to fix old cars since they 
cannot afford new ones. The country has beautiful 
architecture, unfortunately, most of it is crumbling 
and in disrepair.

What is especially infuriating about the trip is 
that city taxpayers paid for at least part of the total 
cost. New Orleans politicians are always complaining 
about a lack of money to spend on critical public safety 
projects, so how can the mayor justify a waste of funds 
on this frivolous vacation?

Her entourage included two staff members and 

a councilman. According to a Cantrell assistant, the 
mayor visited Cuba to learn about the ways Cuba has 

“produced unique opportunities and challenges in the 
areas of economic development, trade, healthcare, 
education and other quality of life issues.”

Mayor Cantrell, here is a basic economic lesson; 
communism does not produce “unique opportunities” 
or a proper “quality of life” for citizens. The country 
does not provide bountiful “economic development” 
or “trade” opportunities because the citizens have no 
money. The government subsidizes “education” and 

“healthcare” and the results are catastrophic, as this 
country has witnessed to some degree with the disas-
ter known as Obamacare.

If the mayor wanted to visit a foreign country 
to help boost the New Orleans economy, she should 
have toured those foreign cities which have direct 
flights to the Louis Armstrong New Orleans Inter-
national Airport. At the very least, she could have 
visited countries where the citizens have money to 
buy American products.

Whatever financial benefits Cuba makes from 
deals with New Orleans will be used to consolidate the 
communist grip on the country and further repress the 
poor citizens. In a major way, Mayor Cantrell helped 
perpetuate the communist dictatorship in Cuba with 
her visit to the country.

According to Cuban-American attorney George 
Fowler, “The notion that she’s going to learn some-
thing in Cuba about economics is beyond absurdity…
it is totally ridiculous.” He said, “There is absolutely no 
reason to go to Cuba.” Of course, Mr. Fowler is right, 
except if the real reason for the visit of the New Or-
leans mayor and her delegation is to show support for 
a failed and repressive communist dictatorship.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his 
award-winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs lo-
cally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sundays 
on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 7:00 
a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station WGSO 
990 AM and www.Wgso.com. Crouere, a political colum-
nist, is the author of “America’s Last Chance” and pro-
vides regular commentaries on the Jeff Crouere YouTube 
channel and on www.JeffCrouere.com. For more infor-
mation, email Crouere at jeff@jeffcrouere.com.
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Government

Now that we’ve 
reached the month of 
May, that means it’s 
time for two of the 

most popular free events in Kenner to return to Ri-
vertown – Music in the Park and Movies in the Park.

Every weekend in May begins with a free con-
cert on Friday nights in Heritage Park, 2015 Fourth 
St., featuring a popular local band. Then, on Satur-
day night, a family-friendly movie is shown on a 25-
foot outdoor screen – also in Heritage Park.

This is a great chance for family and friends to 
get together and perhaps also enjoy some of the oth-
er offerings in Rivertown – including great restau-
rants and one of the best local theaters in the city.

We are particularly excited because of the  
excellent lineup of free movies and concerts in May.

The schedule for Music in the Park includes 
five concerts for the month:

May 3 – Contraflow
May 10 – No Idea
May 17 – Groovy 7
May 24 – The Topcats
May 31 – 90 Degrees West
All of the bands play from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 

weather permitting.

The schedule for Movies in the Park includes 
some very popular family films:

May 4 – “Coco”
May 11 – “Ralph Breaks the Internet”
May 18 – “Incredibles 2”
May 25 – “Aquaman”
The movies, which also will be held weather 

permitting, begin at 8:00 p.m. and Movies in the 
Park.

Visitors are welcome to bring blankets and 
chairs to both Music in the Park and Movies in 
the Park. Vendors will be on hand, so no outside 

food and drinks are allowed. In addition, no pets 
are allowed.

This is a great tradition in the city, and another 
reason for us all to be “Kenner Proud.” Keeping these 
popular free events has been a priority of my admin-
istration and something that Police Chief Glaser and 
the City Council believe is important, as well.

I hope everyone takes the opportunity to 
enjoy the movies and concerts. If you have any 
questions about Music in the Park or Movies in 
the Park, call 468-7231.   

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at  
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

The month of May brings free family fun
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor

Networking Breakfast
Thursday ~ May 30 ~ 11:30am-1:00pm

Pontchartrain Center - 4545 Williams Blvd.

May Luncheon
Guest speaker: Speaker: Dr. Cade Brumley

Jefferson Parish Public School Superintendent
Tuesday ~ May 21 ~ 11:30am-1:00pm

Chateau Golf & Country Club - 3600 Chateau Blvd.

Revitalizing Dis-
trict 4 is a goal I strive 
to achieve every day 
I am in office repre-
senting the citizens of 

Kenner. It is a full-time job that I totally committed to 
before taking office. I have enjoyed meeting many resi-
dents in the city. Let me take a moment of your time to 
update so far what we have achieved within this first 
year.

An ongoing issue is the infrastructure of our dis-
trict which is in constant need of repair and replace-
ment. To date, we have completed street repairs on 
Chateau Rothchild, Carmenere Drive, Chateau Boule-
vard, Echezeaux Drive and Bordeaux Drive. Residents 
made me aware of two handicap street corners that 
were in immediate need of attention at two separate 
locations on Carmenere Drive. These were fixed within 
weeks. I drive our district every week trying to identify 
the streets and corners that are in need of attention. 
I greatly appreciate when residents report problems 
and issues to my office so that we may handle them 
in a timely manner. I am currently working on getting 
repair estimates for numerous handicap street corners  
throughout the district that are in need of repair.

Replacement of garbage cans is a major issue 
that we receive calls about on a weekly basis. If you 
are in need of a new can or repair of an old can please 
do not hesitate to contact my office for assistance. Our 
Public Works Department, Code Enforcement Depart-
ment, Entergy and Veolia representatives have done a 
great job assisting my office with the daily complaints 
when it comes to drainage, street lights and many 
other issues.

In upcoming months, we will replace the walk-
ing track at Muss Bertolino Playground. Many citizens 
throughout the city use the track for daily exercise and 
it is important to have it updated. In doing so, it would 
encourage schools to want to have their track meets at 
this location. Another major project I am working on 
is adding lights to the median on Chateau Boulevard. 
This major project will be done in stages, but once 
complete will be absolutely stunning.

I am continuing to improve our traffic and en-
trance signage. We have new gardens along West Es-
planade Avenue that greatly enhance the look of the 
neutral grounds in the area. By adding mulch around 
the trees and gardens throughout the district it fresh-
ens up the area, just in time for spring.

In these last few months I have worked very 

closely with Chateau Elementary School’s adminis-
trators regarding resident’s complaints about traffic 
issues in the area. I believe we have come up with a 
solution that will improve traffic flow during dismissal 
timing throughout the current and upcoming school 
years.

Keep an eye out for new places that will be 
opening in our district. To many of my constituent’s 
happiness, the old Hollywood Cinema is now being 
converted into Church of the King, a fast-growing non-
denominational congregation. Club4Fitness is a fami-
ly-owned and operated business that will be opening 
its first Louisiana location in the old Rouse’s location 
at the Pavilion Shopping Center. They have much to 
offer including a training area, fitness classes and so 
much more. I am hopeful that other companies will 
be interested in opening a business in this area. A top 
priority I will continue to work on is trying to find a 
grocery store to locate in this area. I continue to reach 
out to businesses small and big. Once again, I appreci-
ate any suggestions about stores you would like to see 
opening in our district.

Our civic associations in District 4 are very ac-
tive and attentive to their subdivisions and city issues. 
I have enjoyed attending many meetings in the last 

year and I applaud the hard work, time and dedica-
tion these members put into their community and 
surroundings. They truly do care about the well-being 
of their neighborhoods and the city. For more informa-
tion on how to get involved in your local civic associa-
tion, please contact my office.

I will continue to work hard to improve our dis-
trict and revitalize the retail areas of District 4. It has 
been a pleasure working with Mayor Ben Zahn, my 
fellow council members, Police Chief Mike Glaser, the 
Jefferson Parish Council and our state representatives. 
I am happy to be a part of moving Kenner forward in a 
positive manner. My goal four years from now is for you 
to say that I was the right man for this job.

As always, I can be reached on my cell phone at 
450-1988, my office at 468-7251, email at district4@ken-
ner.la.us or by Facebook at City of Kenner District 4.   

Kenner District 4 Councilman George L. Brani-
gan’s office is located at 1801 Williams boulevard in 
Building B, Suite 300 in Kenner. Councilman Brani-
gan can be reached at 468-7251, by cell at 450-1988 or 
by email at district4@kenner.la.us. Follow Council-
man Branigan on Facebook @kennerdistrict4.

Update on revitalizing Kenner Council District 4
By George L. Branigan – Kenner District 4 Councilman

The Department of Health and Human 
Services Administration (DHHS) awards 
Jefferson Parish Early Head Start grant

The DHHS has awarded a $12.7 million-dollar 
expansion grant for the Early Head Start program to 
the Jefferson Parish Community Action Programs 
(JeffCAP) over a five-year period to end in 2024. This 
grant increases the parish’s current federal grant dol-
lar amount to $47.2 million.

The expansion grant will allow JeffCAP to in-
crease the birth to three-year-old slots from 108 to 256 
and the pregnant women slots from 28 to 40 bringing 
the total program size to 865.

This grant will also allow JeffCAP to renovate one 
former Jefferson Community Health Care Center build-

ing located in River Ridge to an Early Head Start center.
Jefferson Parish Head Start provides early child-

hood education to the most vulnerable families and is 
at the forefront of a national movement to increase 
opportunity and access to high quality early childhood 
education. In addition, JeffCAP works with stakehold-
ers such as the Jefferson Parish Public School System 
(JPPSS) and private childcare providers to increase 
the capacity and best practices of childcare providers 
to ensure that one day every child will have a Head 
Start to kindergarten and in life.   
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Police

As the unofficial 
start of summer, the 
Memorial Day holiday 
weekend is a busy 

time for Americans. Each year, the highways fill with 
families in vehicles, on their way to start their sum-
mer vacations. To help keep drivers and passengers 
stay safe, the Kenner Police Department is reminding 
motorists to Click It or Ticket. Aimed at enforcing seat 
belt use to help keep families safe, the national seat 
belt kickoff campaign, titled “Border 2 Border,” will 
take place May 20 through June 2, 2019, concurrent 
with the busy travel season.

Buckling up is such a simple task that can keep 
you and your family safe in the car. But it’s more than 
that. Buckling up is the law. Our law enforcement per-
sonnel see the consequences of not buckling up. We see  

 
 
 
 
the loss of life. Often, it could have been prevented 
with the simple click of a seat belt. This should be 
automatic.

As the Memorial Day weekend approaches and 
the summer vacation season ramps up, we want to 
keep our community members safe and make sure 
people are doing the one thing that can save them in 
a crash: buckling up. If the enforcement crackdown 
wakes people up to the dangers of unrestrained driv-
ing, we’ll consider it a success.

According to National Highway Transportation 
Safety Administration (NHTSA), in 2017, there were 
10,076 unbuckled passenger vehicle occupants killed 
in crashes in the United States. In that same year, 55 
percent of passenger vehicle occupants killed at night 
(6:00 p.m. until 5:59 a.m.) were not wearing their seat 
belts. That’s why one focus of the Click It or Ticket  

 
 
 
 
campaign and the “Border 2 Border” kickoff event is 
nighttime enforcement.

Participating law enforcement agencies will be 
taking a no-excuses approach to seat belt law enforce-
ment, writing citations day and night in the city of Ken-
ner. The “Border 2 Border” component of the Click It 
or Ticket campaign is so important because it raises 
awareness about seat belt safety during the time pe-
riod when seat belts are least used. With an increased 
number of cars flooding the streets due to the Memo-
rial Day holiday, it’s imperative we get the word out 
about the importance of seat belt safety.

Additionally, almost twice as many males were 
killed in crashes as compared to females, with lower 
belt use rates, too. Of the males killed in crashes in 
2017, more than half (51 percent) were unrestrained. 
For females killed in crashes, 39 percent were not 

buckled up.
If you know a friend or a family member who 

does not buckle up when they drive, please ask them 
to consider changing their habits. Help us spread this 
life-saving message before one more friend or family 
member is killed as a result of this senseless inaction. 
Seat belts save lives, and everyone – front seat and 
back, child and adult – needs to remember to buckle 
up – every trip, every time.

For more information on the Click It or Ticket 
campaign, please visit www.nhtsa.gov/ciot.   

Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser can be 
reached by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Ken-
ner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com. 
Download the free Kenner Police Department mobile 
app for both Apple and Android devices and access 
the Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter 
pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and other 
law enforcement-related information. 

Buckle up for 2019 National Click It or Ticket 
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief

  Parran’s
PO-BOYS

                                 of Kenner
Family owned and operated since 1975

2321 West Esplanade 
between 

Power & Williams

M-Th 11-7:30    
Fri 11-8:30    
Sat 11-8

Come Take A Gravy Bath!
Dine In or 
Take Out
305-6422

www.parranspoboys.com
Parrans 1/8_0316.indd   1 2/27/16   9:30 AM

Household hazardous materials collection 
event scheduled for Jeff Parish residents

Community

Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!

Generate Solid Leads

Learn Leadership Skills

Be A Confi dent Public Speaker

Improve Profi tability

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 504-836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

The Executive 
Achievers Association meets 

for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

May 2, 16 & 30
at Copeland Towers Suite 

& Conference Center
2601 Severn Ave, Metairie

The Jefferson Parish Department of Environ-
mental Affairs, a Keep America Beautiful affiliate, 
will collect household hazardous materials (HHM) 
on Saturday, May 18, 2019.

The household hazardous materials collec-
tion event is open to Jefferson Parish residents only. 
The collection site will be in the parking lot of the 
Joseph S. Yenni Building located at 1221 Elmwood 
Park Boulevard, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 
noon. Residents should enter from Citrus Boulevard.

As a state and national Keep America Beauti-
ful affiliate, this event is part of the parish’s contin-
ued participation in the Great American Cleanup. 
Jefferson Parish is one of over 600 affiliates par-
ticipating in this national event that targets waste 
reduction, community beautification and other en-
vironmental endeavors.

Other partners for this event include the Jef-
ferson Parish Sheriff’s Office LASER Division, the 
Capital Area Corporate Recycling Council (CACRC), 
the Green Project of New Orleans, American Recov-
ery LLC, OMI Environmental Solutions, Jefferson 
Parish Sheriff’s Office and the Jefferson Parish De-
partment of General Services.

HHM are leftover household products that 
contain corrosive, toxic, ignitable or reactive ingre-
dients. Products such as paints, common household 
cleaners, oils, batteries and pesticides that contain 
potentially hazardous ingredients require special 
care when you dispose of them.

The improper disposal of HHM can include 
pouring waste down the drain, into storm drains, 
or in some cases, putting it out with the trash. The 
dangers of such disposal methods might not be im-
mediately obvious, but improper disposal pollutes 
the environment and may pose a threat to human 
health.

To address the issue of improper disposal, the 
Jefferson Parish Department of Environmental Af-
fairs offers twice-yearly collection of these hazard-
ous materials.
Items accepted

-  Mercury-containing equipment: Thermostats, 
thermometers, elemental mercury

-  Paint: Latex coatings, oil paint, varnishes, wood 

preservers in original containers
-  Lawn and garden products: Pesticides, herbicides, 

fungicides, fertilizers, bug sprays
-  Household cleaning products: Cleaning solvents, 

corrosive cleaners, oven cleaners, drain cleaners, 
disinfectants, degreasers

-  Household chemicals: Pool chemicals, photo chem-
icals

-  Lighting components: Ballasts, fluorescent and 
neon light bulbs and tubes

-  Small arms ammunition, pyrotechnics and safety 
equipment: Rifle and pistol cartridges, shotgun 
shells, fireworks, fire extinguishers

-  Electronic waste: Computers, LCD monitors, print-
ers, radios, camcorders, VCRs, CD players, DVD 
players, MP3 players, telephones, stereos, Xboxes, 
PlayStation and Wii gaming systems, digital camer-
as and digital video cameras, digital picture frames, 
portable navigation and GPS devices (Garmin, 
Magellan, Tom-Tom), fax machines, circuit boards 
(of any type), processors, uninterruptible power 
supplies (UPS), toner cartridges, ink jet cartridges, 
televisions, CRT monitors, noncommercial copy 
machines, printers, power tools

-  Automotive waste: Motor oil, antifreeze, gasoline, 
automotive fluids and car batteries can also be re-
cycled at two parish drop-off sites throughout the 
year in Metairie at 400 David Drive, between Air-
line Drive and West Metairie Avenue and in Marrero 
at 6440 Lapalco Boulevard, at the Betty Boulevard 
entrance.
Items not accepted

-  Nonresidential waste of any kind
-  Medical waste or medicines of any kind
-  Propane tanks
-  Explosives (hand grenades, dynamite, etc.)
-  Styrofoam, including packing peanuts
-  School lab waste
-  Paper, cardboard, tin aluminum cans, plastics 
(Should be placed in resident’s curbside recycling 
bin)

For additional information, contact Michael 
Lockwood, Jefferson Parish Department of Environ-
mental Affairs Department Director, at 731-4612.   

Kenner Police Department

Drug Tip 
Hotline

466-3073
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See why State Farm® insures more 
drivers than GEICO and Progressive 
combined. Great service, plus 
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, then 
talk to me.

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1001174.1

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA  70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

875-2888

 SABELLA’S
 PLUMBING
        SMALL JOBS

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•
Residential Repairs

Servicing Metairie & Kenner

Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

Spring is here – and for many of us, that 
means it’s time for some spring cleaning. This 
year, in addition to tidying up your home, why 
not try brightening your financial environ-

ment? Some of the same moves you make to clean your surroundings may apply 
to your finances. Consider the following suggestions.

Get rid of clutter. When you go through your closets, attic, basement or 
other areas, you may find many items you no longer need. You might be able to 
sell some of these things or find other ways of disposing of them. And as you 
review your portfolio, you might also encounter “clutter” in the form of invest-
ments that may be redundant to others you own. If so, you might consider selling 
these investments and using the proceeds to purchase new ones, which may 
help you broaden your portfolio.

Protect yourself from hazards. As you go about your spring cleaning, you 
may well encounter hazardous substances, such as cleaning agents, paints, bat-
teries, pesticides and so on, which you don’t need any more and which may pose 
potential health risks. You can reduce the possible danger from these materials 
by recycling or disposing of them in an environmentally safe way. Your overall 
financial situation has hazards, too, in the form of illness or injury preventing you 
from working, or, in your later years, the need for some type of long-term care, 
such as an extended stay in a nursing home. To protect yourself, you may need 
appropriate insurance, including disability and long-term care.

Find new uses for existing possessions. When you are sprucing up your 
home, you may rediscover uses for things you already have. Who knows – per-

haps that treadmill that’s been gathering dust in your garage could actually be 
employed again as part of your rededicated exercise regimen? And you might 
be able to get more mileage out of some of your existing investments, too. Sup-
pose, for instance, that some of your stocks are paying you dividends, which you 
take as cash. If you don’t really need this income to support your lifestyle, you 
might consider reinvesting the dividends so that you can own more shares of the 
dividend-paying stocks. Over the long run, increased share ownership is a key to 
helping build your portfolio.

Establish new habits. Spring cleaning doesn’t have to be just about physi-
cal activities – it can also involve a new set of habits on your part. For example, 
instead of placing your unread magazines in an ever-expanding pile, try to read 
and recycle them quickly. You can also develop some positive habits as an inves-
tor, such as “paying yourself first” by regularly putting some money in an invest-
ment account each month, even before paying all your bills. You can also avoid 
some bad habits, such as overreacting to market downturns by selling invest-
ments to “cut your losses,” even though those same investments may still have 
strong growth potential and may still be suitable for your needs.

Doing some spring cleaning can make you feel better about your living 
space today. And applying some of these techniques to your financial situation 
can help you gain a more positive outlook for tomorrow.  

Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor with Edward Jones. Wil-
son’s office is located at 909 West Esplanade, Suite 109 in Kenner. Wilson can be 
reached at 467-3995 or at Christina.Wilson@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, 
its employees and financial advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice. Con-
sult an attorney or qualified tax advisor for advice.

Time for some financial spring cleaning 
By Christina Sulli Wilson

Decades after Tupperware parties 
and Avon calling, multi-level marketing is 
back in style. Facebook feeds can become 
inundated with Rodan and Fields, Amway, 
Herbalife and LuLaRoe offers. Friends 

may host parties selling sheets, bags or jewelry or they may ask you to 
become a seller yourself. The allure of earning some extra cash while 
working from home on your own schedule can be hard to resist.

Do these companies provide the opportunity they promise to make 
sustainable income on a flexible schedule? On the other hand, are they 
another dubious get rich quick scheme luring in a trusting public?

The general idea behind any multi-level marketing company (MLM) 
is that a company sells its product directly to consumers through a  

 
 
 
network of sellers. The pitch seems to make sense, as the company saves 
on brick and mortar stores and advertising costs, while the sellers can 
set their own hours, buy the inventory they need and recruit more sellers, 
making money from their recruited sales as well as their own.

Some people make money – good money – from these companies, 
but they are the exception not the rule. Studies have shown that usually 
sellers come out with nothing or even lose money. These MLMs can also 
strain relationships, as they encourage participants to turn family and 
friends into customers or downstream sellers.

The first month is usually pretty easy, because friends and family 
are willing to come to your party once and buy your product once, just to 
be supportive. This early success can convince some sellers to stock up 
on inventory, realizing too late that they have very few repeat customers. 
Or, after they have recruited several sellers within their social circle, they 
find that a growing group of sellers are trying to capture a shrinking group 
of (increasingly reluctant) potential buyers.

As time goes on, MLMs can hurt relationships. If your friends feel 
like you are always trying to get them to buy something, they can become 
resentful. On the flip side, you can start to feel like loved ones aren’t sup-
porting you enough in your new career.

If you are determined to work for an MLM despite my words of cau-
tion, keep two guidelines in mind. First, never “spend money to make 
 

 money.” Buy only the inventory that you need, don’t let other sellers pres-
sure you into stocking up on a lot of supply or investing in expensive train-
ing courses. Second, don’t become “that person” who friends and family 
start avoiding because every conversation turns into a sales pitch.

I remember being invited by a customer to hear about a great in-
vestment opportunity that they wanted my advice on before investing. It 
was an Amway sales meeting. They were already involved and hoped to 
get me to join. I remember resenting the false story that they used to en-
tice me to attend the meeting. I also remember double-checking anything 
that they said from then on because I no longer trusted them.

Another time early in our marriage my wife and I were roped into 
hosting a party to sell the sort of household knick-knacks that you don’t 
really need but often see at the dollar store. We were unenthused about 
the products, but pleasantly surprised that the friend who asked us to 
host gave us a manger scene that we use to this day.

Remember, MLM involvement is usually temporary, but relation-
ships are forever.  

Guy Williams is president and chief executive officer of Gulf Coast 
Bank and Trust Company. Their Kenner branch office is located at 3410 
Williams Boulevard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president and branch man-
ager can be contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar, vice president and 
commercial lender, can be contacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank 
and Trust’s website at www.gulfbank.com.

  

Multi-level marketing – opportunity or scam?
By Guy Williams

Finance

education program is implemented once the patient is discharged, which de-
creases the rate of stroke recurrence and readmission.

OMC-Kenner has been recognized with The Joint Commission’s Gold Seal 
of Approval and the American Heart Association/American Stroke Association’s 
Heart-Check Mark for Advanced Certification for Primary Stroke Centers. To 
qualify, the hospital underwent a rigorous onsite review, which evaluated the 
stroke program’s compliance with stroke-related standards and requirements. 
OMC-Kenner’s management of its stroke program, including the delivery of 
clinical care and performance improvement were also assessed.

Since 2017, OMC-Kenner has increased the number of patients screened 
and treated for stroke by 100 percent and has had zero mortalities and zero 
complications in its stroke population. Every moment matters during a stroke 
and the hospital brings nationally recognized stroke care close to home.

“Having access to high quality stroke care in your neighborhood is an in-
credible resource that saves more than time – it can save lives,” said Julie Henry, 
OMC-Kenner Chief Operating Officer. “We are proud to serve as a local resource 
within the community as our number one priority is the overall wellbeing of our 
patients.”

To increase access to high quality stroke care, Ochsner partners with 
more than 55 participating hospitals throughout Louisiana, Mississippi and Ala-
bama in a unique Telestroke Program, which joins experts from both facilities 
to consult immediately with Ochsner vascular neurologists 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, 365 days a year, using telemedicine equipment to determine the 
best treatment options for stroke patients.

For more information about stroke care at Ochsner, visit www.ochsner.
org/stroke or call 842-3980. For more information about Ochsner Medical 
Center-Kenner, located at 180 West Esplanade Avenue, visit www.ochsner.org/
kenner or call 468-8600.    

Ochsner
 from page 1
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Kenner District 4 Councilman 
GEORGE BRANIGAN’S

Kenner Councilman George Branigan is asking citizens to make 
purchases in Kenner that they would normally make outside the 
city. This includes gas, groceries, offi ce supplies, restaurants, etc.

“If half of our 67,089 residents made a conscious effort to spend 
the $100 a month in Kenner on items normally purchased outside 
the city, over $1 million of additional sales tax revenue per year 
would be collected by the city.

If we make mindful purchases and shop local in our city, it will 
help our Kenner sales taxes collections increase and help the 
businesses in our city survive.” 

        – George Branigan, Kenner Councilman District 4

GEORGE BRANIGAN’SGEORGE BRANIGAN’SGEORGE BRANIGAN’SGEORGE BRANIGAN’S

Welcome

Alfredo J. Martinez
LPL Financial Advisor

200 St. Charles Avenue, New Orleans LA 70130
504-569-1908

AlfredoMartinez@gulfbank.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC. 
Insurance products offered through LPL Financial or its 
licensed affiliates. The investment products sold through LPL 
Financial are not insured Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Company 
deposits and are not FDIC insured. These products are not 
obligations of the Gulf Coast Bank & Trust Company and are 
not endorsed, recommended or guaranteed by Gulf Coast 
Bank & Trust Company or any government agency. The value 
of the investment may fluctuate, the return on the investment 
is not guaranteed, and loss of principal is possible. GULFCOASTWEALTHMANAGEMENT.COM

GCB_AMartinezWelco_KennerStar_qtr8490.indd   1 4/23/19   8:53 AM

For the 13th spring, the popular live “Music in 
the Park” concert series returns to Kenner’s River-
town, starting May 3, 2019. Rivertown will come alive 
on five Friday nights as popular local cover bands 
perform on the back porch of the Kenner Produce 
Company shed of Heritage Park, located in the 300 
block of Williams Boulevard.

In addition to the free concerts, held from 6:30 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m., booths will be manned by local food, 
refreshment and craft vendors. Guests are encour-
aged to bring lawn chairs for seating. No outside food 
or drink will be permitted.

On opening night of Music in the Park the band 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contraflow will kick off the series. No Idea will be 
performing on May 10. May 17 brings in Groovy 7 to 
play with The Topcats on stage on May 24. The band, 
90 Degrees West, will round out the series on May 31.

For more information call 468-7231.   

Free “Music in the Park” concert series 
returns in May

Family-oriented free “Movies in the Park” in 
Rivertown every Saturday

The city of Kenner’s General Services Depart-
ment will sponsor a free community event, “Mov-
ies in the Park,” in Heritage Park in Rivertown. 
Each Saturday in May at 8:00 p.m. “Movies in 
the Park” will be open to the public and will 
feature full-length family-oriented movie fea-
tures shown on a 25-foot outdoor movie screen in 
high-definition. Moviegoers are encouraged to bring 
chairs or blankets to enjoy the event which will be 
reminiscent of an old-time drive-in movie theater, 
weather permitting. Concessions will be sold, but 
in order to keep the movies free, no outside food or 
drink will be allowed. Pets are not allowed, as well.

The movies being shown are “Coco” on May 4, 
“Ralph Breaks the Internet” on May 11, “Incredibles 
2” on May 18 and “Aquaman” on May 25.

For more information call 468-7231 or visit 
www.kenner.la.us.   
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266-2472• 4337 Airline Drive • Metairie

Daily lunch 
specials!

Happy Hour 
MON-FRI 11 AM TO 6 PM

Adam Pearce
Solo Acoustic Performance

Every First Saturday of the Month

SHOW STARTS AT 9PM
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 $19

Daily lunch 

Best Burgers in Town!

Not valid 
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Seasonal Daiquiri:

                  Peach Bellini

504-466-1381 • www.dennisauto1.com
2220 Airline Drive • Kenner
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Kids and families will benefit from 
more PK-8 schools in Jefferson 
Parish
By Cade Brumley – Jefferson Parish Public School  
System Superintendent

Earlier this school year, we unveiled 2024: The 
Future Our Kids Deserve. It’s a bold and ambitious 
strategic plan that requires us to commit to our stu-
dents in new ways. We want to transform Jefferson 
Parish Schools into an A-rated system in five years and 
make our schools a viable option for all families. In or-
der to get there, we must prioritize access, equity and 
opportunity for all families.

One of the action steps we outlined in 2024 is to 
increase the number of PK-8 schools in our district. 
These are schools where students start in pre-K or kin-
dergarten and stay until eighth grade. By adding more 
PK-8 schools, we will increase the number of families 
who stay in our schools, improve student outcomes 
and allow more of our students to stay in their neigh-
borhood school from pre-K or kindergarten until their 
eighth-grade year.

The Jefferson Parish School Board approved 
the creation of nine new PK-8 schools in our district 
for 2019-20. Five of these schools are in Kenner: Al-
exander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bissonet 
Plaza Elementary, Woods Elementary and Roosevelt 
Elementary (currently Roosevelt Middle). If your child 
is impacted, you should have received notice from the 
district and your school.

We made a strategic decision to adopt more 
PK-8 schools in our district. We currently have six 
PK-8 schools, including the highly rated Chateau 
Estates School here in Kenner. Students in our PK-8 
schools outperform their peers in our traditional  

middle schools by 25 academic points and have a 
higher attendance rate. It’s also important to note that 
last year we lost almost 600 students between their 
fifth and sixth grade year. A number of families have 
told me they would have stayed with us if they could 
have remained at their elementary school until eighth 
grade.

We believe this approach of neighborhood 
schools has a tremendous upside for families and our 
communities. You can learn more about our PK-8 tran-
sition at jpschools.org under the “Quick Links.” We’re 
making these changes because we believe it is best for 
our children and will prompt our families to stay in 
this system as we get better. The data tells us we need 
to do this and many families have shared that with us 
as well. All changes are challenging in the beginning, 
but children will benefit in the long run.

We exist to provide our students with the educa-
tion they deserve to succeed in life and make our world 
a better place. Advancing the PK-8 model will help us 
do just that.    

Dr. Cade Brumley is superintendent of the Jef-
ferson Parish Public School System, the largest and 
most diverse district in Louisiana, serving around 
50,000 students. Dr. Brumley is a true product of the 
public school system, educated in Louisiana public 
schools and spending his entire career serving chil-
dren and families as a public school employee. Fol-
low Dr. Brumley on Twitter at @cadebrumley.

Sunday, May 12
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This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight:  
A.C. ALEXANDER ELEMENTARY

A.C. Alexander Elementary is a high achieving school 
where all children can succeed. Alexander Elementary 
offers a safe and rigorous learning environment for a 
diverse population of students in grades pre-K through 8. 
Starting next school year, Alexander Elementary will be one 
of nine new PK-8 schools in Jefferson Parish. The students 
of Alexander Elementary are provided with the knowledge 
to become successful and active community members as 
a result of the engaging methods of its certified teachers.

Alexander believes in educating the whole child. Students 
are provided with the latest technology such as interactive 
white boards, a computer lab, and the iReady individualized 
learning program. Students are also exposed to diverse 
lessons and the Healthy Choice Lifestyles physical 
education program.  Our English Language Learners are 
taught by certified bilingual ESL teachers.  Faculty and staff 
strive to make learning fun and engaging for all students by 

providing them with the educational tools beneficial to becoming lifelong learners.

The principal of A.C. Alexander Elementary is Leslie Harrison and the assistant principal is Corinna 
Cannon. Alexander Elementary is represented on 
the Jefferson Parish School Board by District IX 
member Sandy Denapolis-Bosarge. Alexander 
Elementary is located at 600 W. Esplanade Ave. 
in Kenner. For more information, call 504-469-
7326, visit Alexander.jpschools.org, or follow 
them on Facebook (@ACAlexanderElementary).

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, Audubon Elementary, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates 

Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Roosevelt Middle, Schneckenburger 

Elementary, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

20.99Bud
Coors Lite
Bud Lite
Miller Lite

24 PACK 12 OZ.
SUITCASE

6.99

CAJUNLAND

20 Pack

18.
99

Long Neck Bottles
bud, bud light, miller lite, and coors lite

MOTHERS DAY IS MAY 12TH

TOP OFF YOUR TANK

PROPANE
SOLD BY THE GALLON

We’re your BOILING 
headquarters!

2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
      469-3503 • www.theicehousekenner.com

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm | Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm | Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

Have you ever felt sleepy while 
driving and continued to drive?  
By Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

I’m sure all of 
us have at some point 

in our life felt sleepy while driving. Even though we 
feel like we have control over our driving, the sleep 
deprivation can have detrimental effects. In America 
approximately 71 percent of adults drive a car to and 
from work. In a recent survey an estimated one in 25 
adult drivers (aged 18 years or older) report having 
fallen asleep while driving in the previous 30 days. In 
2013 it was estimated that drowsy driving was respon-
sible for 72,000 crashes, 44,000 injuries and 800 deaths. 
Other research has estimated up to 6,000 fatal crashes 
each year were caused by drowsy driving. A study by re-
searchers in Australia showed that being awake for 18 
hours produced an impairment equal to a blood alcohol 
concentration (BAC) of .05 and .10 after 24 hours. In 
all 50 states of America .08 is considered legally drunk.

You may be at risk for drowsy driving if you don’t 
get enough sleep (seven to nine hours for adults), have 
an untreated sleep disorder such as sleep apnea, are a 
commercial driver operating for long durations of time, 
are a shift worker who works night shifts or long shifts 
or take medication to help get to sleep.

Some of the warning signs of drowsy driving are 
yawning or blinking frequently, missing an exit, having 
difficulty remembering the past few miles driven, drift-
ing from your lane or hitting a rumble strip on the side 
of the road.

Even though there is no test to determine sleepi-
ness as there are for intoxication (for example breatha-
lyzers), here are a few tips to prevent and ultimately 
save someone’s life. Before “hitting the road” get ad-
equate sleep – most people need seven to nine hours. 

Schedule proper breaks – about every 100 miles or two 
hours during long trips. Arrange for a travel companion 
– to talk with and share the driving. Avoid alcohol and 
sedating medications.

Countermeasures to prevent a fall-asleep crash 
while driving include stopping driving, taking a nap 
for 15 to 20 minutes, drinking a caffeinated beverage 
and being aware of rumble strips as a sign of sleepiness. 
There is no evidence that opening a window, turning 
the radio volume high or stopping to stretch your legs 
helps sleepy driving.

If you or someone you know snores at night time, 
this may be a sign that they are not getting adequate 
sleep during the night. Talking to a sleep specialist and 
treating this condition will help with drowsy driving.   

Mohammad H. Cheema, M.D. Louisiana na-
tive is a fellowship-trained sleep specialist who 
received his undergraduate degree at LSU-Shreve-
port, completed his residency at LSU-HSC in New 
Orleans and fellowship in sleep medicine at Thom-
as Jefferson University Hospital in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. Dr. Cheema is the medical director 
at Sleep Center of New Orleans (SCONO), located at 
4232 Williams Boulevard, Suite 108, the first of its 
kind accredited by the American Academy of Sleep 
Medicine (AASM) for treating children and adults 
with any of sleep-related conditions. Dr. Cheema is 
board certified in family medicine by the Ameri-
can Board of Family Medicine and currently prac-
tices pediatric/adult sleep medicine in the metro 
New Orleans area. To schedule an appointment call 
the Sleep Center at 405-5582 or visit the websites,  
www.myscono.com or www.sleep4mykids.com.

How to stop a stroke before a 
stroke stops you  
By Chris Collins, M.D.

When it comes 
to a stroke, every sec-
ond counts. Many of us 
may not be aware, but 

during a stroke, 1.9 million irreplaceable brain cells 
are lost each minute. And when brain cells die during 
a stroke, abilities controlled by that area of the brain 
are lost. These abilities include speech, movement and 
memory. Therefore, how a stroke patient is affected de-
pends on where the stroke occurs in the brain and how 
much of the brain is damaged.
What are some warning signs of a stroke?

The most common symptoms of a stroke are trou-
ble speaking, trouble seeing, weakness on one side of 
the body or difficulty walking. If you or a loved one ever 
experiences one or several of these symptoms suddenly, 
please call 911.
What are some things you can you do to prevent a 
stroke?

Studies show that 80 percent of strokes can be 
prevented by working with a healthcare professional to 
reduce your risk. Below are just a few things you can do 
to help prevent a stroke.

Control your blood pressure (high blood pres-
sure is a major stroke risk factor if left untreated)

Identify atrial fibrillation
Stop smoking

Control alcohol use
Know your cholesterol levels
Control diabetes
Manage your exercise/diet
Treat circulation problems

Your access to care is vital
Every moment matters during a stroke. Having 

access to high quality stroke care in your neighborhood 
is an incredible resource that saves more than time – it 
can save lives.   

Dr. Chris Collins received his undergraduate 
degree from Mississippi College in Clinton, Miss., 
his medical degree from Ross University in Domi-
nica, completed his internship and residency at 
the University of Tennessee in Memphis, Tenn. Dr. 
Collins completed his fellowship in clinical neuro-
physiology-epilepsy track at Vanderbilt University 
in Nashville, Tenn. And has been on staff at Och-
sner-Kenner since September 2018 with his exper-
tise is in general neurology and epilepsy. Ochsner 
Medical Center-Kenner has been recognized with 
The Joint Commission’s Gold Seal of Approval and 
the American Heart Association/American Stroke 
Association’s Heart-Check mark for Advanced Cer-
tification for Primary Stroke Centers.
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3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001

Cell 504.250.1610
Office 504.883.5252

Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com

Danielle Korndorffer
REALTOR

Residential • Commercial

290 LIBRA Avenue #A 
Mandeville • $1,500 Lease

532 SORAPARU Street 
New Orleans • $299,900

SALE PENDING

14 W 24th Street 3425 Metairie Road

For Lease (Commercial) 
in Kenner, $3500/month

For Lease (Commercial) in 
Metairie, $3500/month

$799,000
2396 St. Thomas St. 

New Orleans

4220 LOIRE Drive 
Kenner • $274,900

After the storm: Hurricane disaster clean up
By Marie M. Clesi

What happens after 
a hurricane?

What are the 
steps to clean up your 

property and repair any damage?
Contact your agent to determine whether cover-

age for your damage applies.
To dry out your building, remove only damaged 

drywall, carpets and pads and pull off wet baseboards 
and cabinet kick plates. Keep samples of any carpets 
that are removed. Leave your home as well ventilated 
as possible. Document your damage by taking photo-
graphs.

If you do the cleaning yourself, be careful not to 
injure yourself or others. Keep track of the time and 
money you spend protecting your property. If you de-
cide to use a contractor, get a receipt for the cost of 
labor and materials to give your claim representative. 
Do not have any repairs done until you discuss them 
with your claim representative.

To assist with the insurance claim process, be 
sure to document items you throw out. You can do 
this by saving your receipts, photographing the items 
and by making a room-by-room inventory of missing 
or damaged goods. Include manufacturers’ names, 
dates and places of purchase and prices.

Do not throw out any expensive items, such as 
large televisions and furniture, until authorized by 
your claim representative. These items may need to 
be inspected first.

Take all personal property, especially small valu-
ables such as jewelry, to a safe place to avoid theft.

Handle antiques, art objects, sterling and brass 
with special care. Allow them to dry, but do not oil or 
rub them since this could damage finishes or surfaces.

Clean and dry wood furniture as soon as pos-
sible. Be careful not to rub in abrasives such as soil or 
plaster that may have fallen on the surfaces.

Try to dry bedding and upholstered furniture 
that is saturated with water. Don’t store other posses-
sions near these items.

Dry and clean any carpets and rugs that have 
minor water damage. Carpet or rugs that have been 
saturated with water should be disposed of as noted 
above.

To prevent corrosion, dry any metal objects, 
such as home appliances and drapery rods, then rub 
or spray with appropriate cleaning solution.

Dry, but don’t oil radios, televisions, and other 
electronic devices. Any electronic equipment exposed 
to water should be professionally serviced before use.
Who should be estimating and repairing the dam-
aged property?

It’s best to use local and reputable contractors. 
If there’s any problem with repair work, it’s much 
easier to have it fixed by a local firm than one from 
out of town.

Check your contractor’s references by calling 
your Chamber of Commerce or Better Business Bu-
reau. Make sure contractors have the experience to 
handle your repairs.

Be sure to agree on payment terms with the con-
tractor before you sign any contract.
Submit a claim.

Contact your agent immediately.
When widespread damage occurs, claim ser-

vices should respond so you can get the help you need.
Learn more about protecting your property and 
family in severe weather.

Time and again, the failure to take basic precau-
tions has made hurricanes even more tragic. If you 
live in a hurricane-prone area, following the steps out-
lined here can help shield your property against wind 
and water and prevent injuries to you or your family.

For more information, use the resources of the 
Institute for Business and Home Safety at https://
disastersafety.org and the Federal Alliance for Safe 
Homes at http://www.flash.org.   

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi In-
surance Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a 
State Farm agent, is a Chartered Property Casualty 
Underwriter (CPCU) providing auto, home, rent-
ers, life, business and health insurance along with 
financial services. Clesi’s office is located at 2401 

Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be 
contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.
com. Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net. Nei-
ther State Farm nor its agents provide tax or legal 
advice. 

mission is to seek economic opportunities for the 
city of Kenner, retain current businesses, attract 
new businesses and investors, and explore how to 
turn existing shuttered properties into inviting and 
innovative developments.

“We are all looking forward to getting recommen-
dations from board members on ways to further en-
hance economic development in our city,” said Mayor 
Zahn. “I want to thank each member of the board for 
taking on this very important voluntary position to help 
us all stay ‘Kenner Proud.’”

The Kenner Economic Development Board is 
comprised of 18 volunteers who all live or work in the 
city of Kenner. The board currently consists of the fol-
lowing members.
Marie Clesi, chairman - owner, Marie Clesi State Farm 

insurance Agency
Sharon Augillard, vice chairman - retired Jefferson Par-

ish teacher
Robert Gadola - COO of CRC Global Solutions
Danny Riehm - owner of Worksite Benefit Partners
Jahida L. Lewis-Crawford - attorney, law firm owner
Vincent Caracci, Jr. - president, Grandlake Construc-

tion Company, Inc.
Stan Howat - retired, Louisiana Department of Health 

and Hospitals
Kevin Delahoussaye - area sales manager, Capital One
Justin Groetsch - filmmaker

Joe Spinato - president, Ultimate Swamp Adventures, 
Inc.

Maurice A. Brown - McDonald’s franchise owner
Kevin Centanni - Jefferson Parish Justice of the Peace
Todd Acomb - general manager, Simon Media, LLC
Sid Bullard - realtor
Michael Pettus - operating principal, Southern River 

Restaurants, Applebee’s
Jose Arrechavala - general manager, JES & Assoc., Inc. 

d\b\a Tax Time
F. Stanley Pearce, Jr. - film location manager
Ann Branigan - vice president, commercial lender, Me-

tairie Bank
Mayor Zahn appointed Kenner Economic Devel-

opment Coordinator Kelly Hand, as the city liaison to 
the board.

“I was excited and honored when Mayor Zahn 
asked me to chair this most important board. As a 38-
year Kenner business owner and a resident of Kenner, I 
know the importance of working and living in a thriv-
ing, economically healthy city. Members of this board 
are dedicated to the economic development of Kenner 
so that it will become a destination city for both busi-
nesses and residents.” said Clesi. “I am proud to tell you 
that each member is enthusiastically embracing our 
mission.” 

“I was very happy to be asked to be part of this ef-
fort to boost economic development in the city,” Augil-
lard said. “We have a good, diverse group and I think 
we are all eager to come up with some new ideas and 
economic development strategies for Kenner.”    

Economic development board
 from page 1
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Carpal tunnel 
syndrome—or CTS—
is a condition affecting 
the wrists and hands 
and can make the 

whole arm ache and difficult to use. This is a common 
condition, affecting one out of 20 people in the United 
States. This painful condition can become severe 
enough to require surgery if left untreated. Around 
50 percent of all work-related injuries are linked to 
carpal tunnel syndrome. Nearly more than one third 
of patients who receive surgery do not return to work 
within eight weeks after an operation.

The carpal tunnel in the wrist serves as pro-
tection to the median nerve, which helps move your 
thumbs and your first three fingers on each hand. The 
tunnel is formed by a narrow funnel by the bones and 

tissues in your wrist. When your tissues in the carpal 
tunnel get inflamed, swollen or press against the me-
dian nerve, this syndrome occurs. It’s the pressure 
that can make parts of the hand painful and even feel 
numb.

There are common signs and symptoms experi-
enced that indicate carpal tunnel syndrome. Common 
ones may include tingling or numbness in hands and 
fingers – especially the thumb, index and middle fin-
gers –  pain in wrists, palms or forearms, more pain 
and numbness at night and first thing in the morning, 
increased pain while using your hands and wrists and 
difficulty gripping objects.

There are no proven strategies known for pre-
venting carpal tunnel, however there are ways to 
minimize stress to your wrists and hands that can help 
lessen damage to the area or possibly help prevent the 
condition. You can minimize stress to your wrists and 
hands by being aware of repetitive motions, taking  

frequent breaks when doing repeated activities, 
stretching your wrists and fingers often, having an 
ergonomically correct work area, keeping your hands 
warm as you are more likely to develop hand pain and 
stiffness if your hands are cold.

If pain is affecting your hands and wrists, physi-
cal therapy can help relieve pain and numbness and 
restore the normal use of your hands, wrists and arms. 
Hand therapy and treatment options may include ex-
ercises that increase the strength of muscles in your 
hands, fingers and forearms, stretching to improve 
the flexibility of your wrists through joint mobilization 
of the carpal bones and of the wrist flexor muscles, 
hands, and fingers, gentle nerve glide exercises that 
help maintain mobility of the median nerve and pre-
vent adherence to other structures in the carpal tun-
nel, heat and ice treatments for pain, using a splint to 
provide comfort, alleviate pain, limit movement, de-
crease inflammation and promote healing.

Hand therapy can significantly help eliminate 
pain and reduce symptoms of carpal tunnel syndrome. 
The sooner you seek therapy, the more likely you can 
avoid surgery or worsening of your condition. Hand 
therapy will enable you to be as active and functional 
as possible and help you resume your normal home, 
work and everyday activities.    

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president 
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 
3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other 
locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin 
graduated from LSU Medical School Department of 
Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 
1987. The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and 
Sports Therapy can be contacted via email at ken-
nerortho@gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosport-
stherapy.com. Alexandra Goodwin is co-author and 
contributing writer to the Kenner Orthopedic column.

Reducing the symptoms of carpal tunnel syndrome 
By Craig Goodwin

THE L AW OFFI CE  OF
LEWIS-CRAWFORD

504-616-9559
JAHIDA L. LEWIS-CRAWFORD

 lewiscrawfordlaw.com
Family Law

Personal Injury
Workers Comp
Traffi c Tickets

More!
KENNER  |  BATON ROUGE 

Yes, it’s
personal!

Se habla Español

   Party with Us!
PALMTREE INDOOR PLAYGROUNDPALMTREE INDOOR PLAYGROUND

  

504-828-8164
3011 N. I-10 Service Road East in Metairie • palmtreeplayground.com

The Wave
The Wave has a shared 

playground with one other 
party or walk-in play guests. 
During playtime, your guests 
will enjoy reserved seating 

in our café area.

The Private Wave
The Private Wave allows you to 
have a 2-hour private party. You 
will have the full playground with 

just your party guests. During 
playtime your guests will enjoy 
the whole café area for seating.

The Tsunami
The Tsunami is a full 2-hour 

private party in our 
playground and café area. 
Your guests will be able to 

enjoy food and drinks in the 
café area during the full party.

All Parties Include: 2 hours ★ Awesome Party Host ★ White Paper Products Juice and Soda ★ Pizza ★ Set Up 
Clean Up ★ 1 walk-in play pass for the birthday child
Food: You may bring the following items for the party rooms: Sandwich trays, Chicken Tenders, Fruit and Vegetable Trays 
and Chips with Dips. NO OUTSIDE DRINKS ALLOWED.
Decorations: Our three private party rooms are decorated with colorful tables and chairs. However if you would 
like to bring decorations, we would love to decorate your room for you! The following items are allowed: balloons, table 
cloths and table toppers. We also have 7 adorable themed party room rental options for a $75 add on price! (Frozen, 
Minnie, Mickey, Super Hero, Star Wars, Rainbow and Sesame Street)

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR SUMMER CAMP! 
Call for more information.

Community
Jefferson Chamber to host annual crawfish 
boil May 17

The Jefferson Chamber will host its annual 
crawfish boil with unlimited crawfish, catfish and 
Cajun cuisine. In its 22nd year, the crawfish boil, 
presented by Cox Louisiana, boasts 700 people and 
serves as a valuable opportunity to connect with 
small and large business professionals, community 
leaders and elected officials.

The event, on Saturday, May 17, 2018, is held 
from 5:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. under the covered 
outdoor facility at the Chamber’s office building at 
3421 North Causeway Boulevard in Metairie, near 
West Esplanade Avenue. Complimentary parking is 
available in the parking garage.

Tickets can be purchased at jeffersoncham-
ber.org or by calling 835-3880. Chamber member 

tickets are $50, prospective member tickets are 
$60 and young professionals tickets (ages 21-39) 
are $35. Admission price includes all you can eat 
and drink, music, games and fun.

The Chamber encourages attendees to wear 
their company logo and bring a stack of business 
cards to the event to maximize networking poten-
tial.

The crawfish boil is one of the Chamber’s ma-
jor signature events. Proceeds from the event sup-
port the business organization’s efforts in public 
policy advocacy and quality of life initiatives.

For more information contact Alex Zarookian 
at 835-3880 or alex@jeffersonchamber.org.  
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Leaving your job? 
Let's talk.

Christina S Wilson
 Financial Advisor

909 W Esplanade Ave Suite 109

 Kenner, LA 70065

 504-467-3995

As a resident 
and driver in the state 
of Louisiana, you are 
required to have liabil-

ity car insurance to cover damages you may cause to 
someone else and their property. The minimum liabil-
ity coverage limits required in Louisiana are $15,000 
of bodily injury coverage per person, $30,000 of bodily 
injury coverage per accident and $25,000 of property 
damage coverage. These limits are usually referred to 
in short as 15/30/25. Of course, you can always opt to 
purchase higher coverage limits for greater protec-
tion, but these are the minimum requirements. Those 
who drive with less than these minimum coverages, or 
without liability insurance at all, are not only subject 
to penalties and fines, but will also be limited in mak-
ing insurance claims regardless of who is at fault in an 
accident. This comes from Louisiana Revised Statute 
32:866, which is usually referred to as the “No Pay, No 
Play” statute. The law limits the damages uninsured 
motorists can collect for property damage and per-
sonal injuries regardless of who is at fault. The law 
states, in summary, that an uninsured driver involved 
in a car accident cannot collect the first $25,000 of a 
property damage claim and the first $15,000 of a bodily  

 
 
injury claim, regardless of fault. In other words, the 
statute places a deductible of sorts (equal to the state 
minimum liability insurance requirements) on the un-
insured driver’s claims for damages, which in many in-
stances will negate the entire amount of the damages.

There are, however, some exceptions to the “no 
pay, no play” law. The law does not apply to vehicles 
that are legally parked at the time of the accident. The 
limitations in the law do not apply when the other driv-
er is convicted of driving the vehicle while intoxicated, 
intentionally causing the crash, fleeing the scene of 
the accident, or was furthering the commission of a 
felony at the time of the accident. The recovery limita-
tions set forth in the law do not apply to drivers from 
other states as long as they carry the minimum insur-
ance required by their home state. The limitations 
also do not apply to passengers in the vehicle, only the 
driver, unless the passenger is the owner or co-owner 
of the vehicle.

Currently, 11 states have enacted some form of 
“no pay, no play” laws, but Louisiana is the only one to 
use this “deductible” type system. Most states simply 
bar the uninsured driver from recovering anything for 
non-economic damages (such as pain and suffering, 
mental anguish and loss of companionship, to name a 

few), but will still typically allow for recovery of actual 
medical bills and property damages. These laws help 
reinforce that all drivers need to comply with state fi-
nancial responsibility laws. Furthermore, according to 
the Insurance Research Council, the states adopting 
“no pay, no play” laws are seeing a drop in their unin-
sured motorist rates.

Remember, anyone at any time can get into an 
accident. The best way to not be affected by the “no 
pay, no play” law is to stay insured. If your current rates 
are too high, look for ways to save. Always shop around 
before dropping coverage completely and getting your-
self into a bad situation. If you don’t have car insur-
ance, the “no pay, no play” law could end up costing 

you much more than the cost of insurance.
This information has been provided for informa-

tional purposes only and is not intended and should 
not be construed to constitute legal advice.     

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana 
State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing at-
torney and owner of Rivertown Law Center, L.L.C., lo-
cated at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner. 
Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime 
and traffic violations are Rinck’s primary areas of 
practice. Rinck can be reached at 704-1194 or info@
rivertownlaw.com.

What is the “No Pay, No Play” statute and how can it affect my auto accident claim?
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.

Vehicle wheel 
bearings are probably 
something most peo-

ple have never given a thought about while driving 
around. Wheel bearings are what enable your wheels 
to spin freely. Since they bear the entire weight of the 
vehicle, they have to be tough. Wheel bearings can 
last well over 60,000 miles but they do wear out and 
will need to be replaced.

A groaning sound may be heard coming from 
your wheels. The sound might disappear at some 
speeds and reappear at others. Your automotive ser-
vice technician can quickly tell if your bearings are 
bad by raising the vehicle and wiggling the wheel. 
When the top and bottom of the tire are grasped, it 
shouldn’t move along the vertical axis.

Many vehicles these days have wheel bearing 
assemblies that cannot be serviced, so when bearings 
go bad, replacement of the entire wheel bearing as-
sembly is usually needed.

For those vehicles with wheel bearings that can 
be accessed, technicians can perform some preven-
tive maintenance. You may have heard the phrase 
“pack the bearings.” With this procedure the bearings 

are removed, carefully cleaned and inspected for any 
imperfection or wear. If the bearings can be reused, 
they should be reinstalled and packed with grease. 
If that is not able to be done, new bearings need to 
be put in. Check the owner’s manual or ask a service 
technician if your bearings can be serviced, and if so, 
when it should be done.

Now, taking care of bad bearings is extremely 
important. When bearings go bad, they generate 
tremendous amounts of heat, enough to lock up the 
wheel which is not a good thing at any speed. In some 
cases, the wheel can even fall off. Either of these 
could cause a serious accident. So have your wheel 
bearings inspected if you suspect a problem and re-
place them right away if there is a problem.  

Scott Zimmerman is the owner of Scotty’s Tire 
and Automotive, Inc., a family-owned and operated 
full-service tire and automotive shop, located at 
4200 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. Store hours are 
7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday and 
8:00 a.m. until noon on Saturdays. Scotty’s website 
is www.scottystireauto.com.

Wheel bearings inspection very 
important
By Scott Zimmerman

Automotive

Advertise in the

468-9125
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Health
Dr. Daniel Denis performs Ochsner’s first minimally invasive surgical sacroiliac joint fusion

Ochsner Medical Center-Jefferson Highway an-
nounced on March 21, 2019, that neurosurgeon Daniel 
Denis, MD, performed the hospital’s first sacroiliac 
joint fusion surgery using the minimally invasive iFuse 
Implant System – a procedure for patients with unre-
solved low back symptoms related to the sacroiliac joint, 
which connects the sacrum, the triangular bone at the 
bottom of the spine, with the pelvis iliaccrest.

According to published literature, up to 30 percent 
of all lower back symptoms are sacroiliac joint in origin, 
but is usually not included when diagnosing lower back 
pain. This joint can become damaged through injury or 
from normal wear and tear over time. When such dam-
age happens, it can cause significant discomfort from 

the lower back down to the lower buttock region and 
the upper leg. This discomfort can lead to debilitation 
and one’s quality-of-life may greatly suffer.

“In one out of four patients, sacroiliac joint dys-
function is considered to be the main cause of low back 
pain,” said Dr. Denis. “Minimally invasive sacroiliac 
joint fusion has become a prominent treatment modal-
ity for sacroiliac joint dysfunction, offering long-term 
relief when more conservative measures have failed.”

The iFuse procedure is designed to offer a mini-
mally invasive solution for patients who are no longer 
responding satisfactorily to conservative care and the 
prospect of a traditional open surgery is not desirable. 
The procedure takes about an hour and involves three 

small titanium implants inserted surgically across the 
sacroiliac joint. The entire process is done through a 
small incision, with no soft tissue stripping and minimal 
tendon irritation. Patients typically leave the hospital 
the next day after surgery and can usually resume daily 
living activities within six weeks, depending on how 
well they are healing and based on physician’s orders. 
The iFuse System is intended for sacroiliac joint fusion 
for conditions including sacroiliac joint disruptions and 
degenerative sacroiliitis.

As with all surgical procedures and permanent 
implants, there are risks and considerations associated 
with surgery and use of the iFuse Implant. Physicians 
should review the iFuse “Instructions for Use” for a 
complete discussion of contraindications, warnings, 
precautions and risks. Patients should discuss these 
risks and considerations with their physician before 
deciding if this treatment option is right for them. For 
more information on the iFuse Implant System, go to 
www.si-bone.com.

Dr. Denis, a highly trained neurosurgeon, said 
his passion for pain research has led to an expertise in  

complex spinal surgery. His expertise lies in minimally 
invasive microsurgical techniques to treat a wide variety 
of spinal and cranial disorders. Dr. Denis said he puts an 
emphasis on educating his patients on their conditions 
and engaging them in the decision-making process.

Ochsner is nationally ranked as a “Best Hospital” 
by U.S. News & World Report for Neurology and Neu-
rosurgery. To make an appointment with Dr. Denis at 
Ochsner Health Center-Kenner, located at 200 West Es-
planade Avenue, Suite 210, call 464-8506.  

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
•  Admiralty &  

Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,  
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,  

Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant, 
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062
Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

465.9590 • www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner, Louisiana 70065

Georgy’s would like to 
welcome Beverly Jones, 

our new manicurist.
Come by & make an appointment!

Dr. Daniel Denis

EJ Levee District new building opens
Government

A ribbon cutting ceremony for the East Jefferson Levee District Safe Room and Consolidated Facility 
was held on March 21, 2019. The new facility is located at 1100 Rev. Richard Wilson Drive in Kenner. 
The modern state-of-the-art facility was constructed to consolidate, house and support the district’s 
administrative, maintenance and police functions, and to provide safe housing and support for employees 
who remain on duty during hurricane events.

Bag healthy nonperishable food items and place by your mailbox for 
your letter carrier to pick up and deliver to food 
banks and pantries in your community.

On the Saturday May 11, just set out 
your non-perishable food well before your 
letter carrier’s normal pick-up time. The earlier 
the better! Note that your letter carrier will be 
delivering and collecting mail as usual, on top 
of collecting food donations, so that pickup time 
could be slightly later than usual.
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What else would 
you have expected?

While all the 
talk of possibly trad-

ing down to get additional draft picks, Mickey 
Loomis and Sean Payton maintained their strong 
reputation of targeting a specific player and trad-
ing up to get him.

The New Orleans Saints gave up their second 
round pick in 2020 to trade up to the 48th spot 
overall to get Erik McCoy and changed positions 
in the second round with the Miami Dolphins, who 
then received the 62nd pick overall.

What’s not to like about Erik McCoy?
McCoy has superb 4.89 speed in the forty-

yard dash. He is smart and tested well. His charac-
ter, according to all observers, is off the charts. He 
is poised and equipped to call the signals for an 
offensive line in the NFL. McCoy has strong hands 
and good vision. McCoy started all 39 games at 
Texas A&M over the past three seasons and was 
a team captain. McCoy could be an instant starter 
for the Saints.

McCoy is 6-foot-4, 303 pounder with good size 
for the center spot. He is thick, strong and able to 
play with balance.

A player we have seen quite a bit in the 
SEC including against LSU, McCoy held up well 
against Quinnen Williams of Alabama and Dexter 
Lawrence of Clemson, a very good measuring stick. 
McCoy is strong enough to be a good run blocker 
and he is athletic enough to be a good pass blocker. 
He is technically sound and has good body control.

McCoy is a solid, accurate snapper in the 
shotgun formation. He is versatile enough to play 
guard as well if Andrus Peat leaves after next sea-
son and if Nick Easton is truly good enough to start 
at center. He did not have a particularly good week 
at the Senior Bowl but his consistent level of play 
against consistently good competition negated a 
week of work.

Having consistently faced very tough com-
petition throughout his college career, McCoy is 
proven as a constant competitor who always plays 
hard. McCoy has some reach issues as his arms 
are a bit short but he is a good one.

Most had McCoy ranked as an early second 
round draft pick at the latest so it appears the 
Saints got value with the 21-year-old.

“He’s one of those players that in the process 
stood out,” Saints coach Sean Payton said. “I think 
you see his strength on tape in each game you 
watch. We really had a high grade on him. He ob-
viously played at a high level of competition and 
you see the consistency and there were just a lot 
of things to like with the player. But yes, there’s 
a versatility element relative to it. I think he’s a 
center and look Nick’s (Easton) someone who’s 
played center and played guard. We just felt real 
good about the vision for him on our team and 
helping our team.”

Keeping with the tradition, the Saints again 
traded up to get the third pick of the fourth round 
and used it to draft Chauncey Gardner-Johnson, a 
safety out of Florida.

Gardner-Johnson is a shade under 5-foot-11 
and packs a wallop at 210 pounds. He runs just 
4.5 in the forty-yard dash. He can blitz off the cor-
ner and play solidly in zone defensive alignments. 
Gardner-Johnson is physical enough to play slot 
receivers and even some tight ends in coverage. 
He played against outstanding competition in the 

SEC against some big-time receivers.
“If you like a player, go get him,” Saints general 

manager Mickey Loomis said. “It’s calculated and 
when you have the opportunity to go get a player 
you covet, you go get them. That’s our philosophy 
and it has been a successful formula for us.”

Once again, the Saints dipped into a future 
draft, giving up a second-round pick to get Gard-

ner-Johnson, the man they wanted.
New Orleans got another safety in Saquan 

Hampton out of Rutgers in the sixth round. The 
Saints worked out Hampton personally so they 
were keenly interested in him. Hampton is 6-foot-
1, 206 pounds who has run a 4.48 forty. He had 
injury issues as a sophomore and junior but was 
healthy and productive his senior season. Hamp-
ton has good size and natural leadership skills.

“Special teams are always emphasized at 
Rutgers and when the Saints came in they empha-
sized special teams as well,” Sampson said. “For 
me, special teams are something I started on all 
four years at Rutgers. It would be an honor to play 
on special teams. I think I’m versatile, you can 
plug me in a different variety of spots. You can put 
me single high (safety). I could also play in a box 
and I can cover tight ends extremely well.”

In the seventh round, the Saints chose Notre 
Dame tight end Alizé Mack along with Idaho line-
backer Kaden Elliss.

Mack (6-4, 249) caught 36 passes for 360 
yards and three touchdowns for the Fighting Irish 
this past season. Mack is determined to make his 
mark and wanted badly to play for the Saints.

Oh man, I can’t believe it,” Mack said. “It’s 
a dream come true. You talk about a team that 
throughout this process just talking with Coach 
(Dan) Campbell, (I can’t wait) to get up there to 
the facility and meeting the coaching staff. It felt 
like home as soon as I came down there (on a pre-
draft visit).”

Mack made a bit of a promise on his future.

“I am going to take full responsibility and full 
advantage of this opportunity and I can’t wait,” 
Mack said. “I can’t wait. I am so happy. I am so 
thankful. I just want to thank the Saints organiza-
tion, Coach Payton, and the rest of the organiza-

tion for taking a chance on me. They definitely will 
not regret it. A hundred percent.”

Elliss (6-2, 238) follows the family tradition. 
His father, Luther, played in the NFL for Detroit 
and Denver for 10 seasons. Kaden led the Vandals 
in tackles for loss and sacks last season. He is a 
four-year starter who could play inside or outside 
for the Saints. Elliss was a quarterback in high 
school.

“It’s exciting,” Elliss said. “He’s (dad) always 
been there for me. He’s been pushing me my 
whole life and encouraging me. It’s pretty fun to 
kind of keep it going. I’ve got some brothers com-
ing down the line who are going to be pretty great 
players, too. It’s just an exciting thing for us and 
I’m just excited that God has given me this oppor-
tunity.”

Gardner-Johnson, Hampton and Elliss will 
be given a shot a roster spots via their special 
teams ability.

Loomis and Payton considered Hampton to 
be a great get as they had him ranked among their 
top 70 players in the draft, as was also the case 
with McCoy and Gardner-Johnson. If the Saints 
are right, they scored a real coup.

This was the third straight year that the 
Saints have traded a future pick in the top two 
rounds to move up and get the specific player they 
coveted.

It is the 16th time in 13 years that the regime 
of Loomis and Payton has traded up.

Clearly, they are sold on this methodology. 
The Saints are at an elite level in the league right 
now. They continue to be all in on trying to win 
the Super Bowl and win it now after a pair of near 
misses in 2017 and 2018. They continue to trade 
up to try to move up the ladder to the top rung of 
the league. It is what they believe in.   

Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief ex-
ecutive officer of CrescentCitySports.com and as 
sports director of WGSO, 990 AM. Trahan hosts 
sports talk shows nightly as well as “Ken Trah-
an’s Original Prep Report” on Friday nights dur-
ing the football season and “The Three Tailgaters 
Show” with Ed Daniels and Rick Gaille Saturday 
mornings from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Trahan is 
the general manager of the Saints Hall of Fame 
Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome and 
does morning sports for all four Cumulus radio 
stations in the New Orleans area. Trahan serves 
as the president of Joyful Noise Ministries and 
works with Life Resources Ministries.

Saints continue tradition of trading up to move up NFL ladder
By Ken Trahan
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27th annual postal food drive set for May
The Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger Food 

Drive is a charitable initiative conducted by the Na-
tional Association of Letter Carriers in the United 
States to make significant donations of food to or-
ganizations serving needy persons. All donations to 
the food drive are tax-deductible because all of the 
food collected on “Food Drive Day” is given directly 
to non-profit charity food agencies in the community 
the food was collected. The 27th annual drive is on 
Saturday, May 11, 2019. Participating in this year’s 
food drive is simple. Just leave a non-perishable food 
donation in a bag by your mailbox on collection day  

 
 
 
and your letter carrier will do the rest.

The Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger Food 
Drive is the outgrowth of the National Association of 
Letter Carriers’ tradition of community service, a tra-
dition exhibited repeatedly by members of the letter 
carriers’ union over the years. 

For many years, a number of NALC’s branches 
(locals) had collected food for the needy as part of 
their community service efforts.

A national, coordinated effort by the NALC 
to help fight hunger in America grew out of discus-
sions in 1991 by a number of leaders at the time,  

including NALC President Vincent R. Sombrotto, 
AFL-CIO Community Services Director Joseph Velas-
quez and Postmaster General Anthony Frank. A pilot 
drive was held in 10 cities in October of 1991 and it 
proved so successful that work began immediately on 
making it a nationwide effort.

Input from food banks and pantries suggested 
that late spring would be the best time since by then 
most food banks in the country start running out of 
donations received during the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas holiday periods.

A revamped drive was organized for May 15, 
1993 – the second Saturday in May – with a goal of 
having at least one NALC branch in each of the 50 
states participating. The result was astounding as 

more than 220 union branches collected more than 
11 million pounds of food – a one-day record in the 
United States.

From Alaska to Florida, from Maine to Hawaii, 
letter carriers did double duty on Food Drive Day – 
delivering mail and picking up donations. The food 
drive just grew and grew from that point.

The largest one-day food drive in history, the 
2018 drive collected over 70 million pounds of non-
perishable food. Over the course of the 26-year history, 
the drive has collected well over 1.67 billion pounds of 
food, thanks to a postal service universal delivery net-
work that spans the entire nation, including Puerto 
Rico, Guam and U.S. Virgin Islands.  

First LPBF “Storm Sweep” looking for volunteers
The Jefferson Parish Department of Environ-

mental Affairs has teamed up with Lake Pontchar-
train Basin Foundation (LPBF) and the city of New 
Orleans for its first “Storm Sweep.” Hurricane sea-
son runs June 1, 2019 through November 30, 2019. 
Volunteers can volunteer to help clean catch basins 
in designated neighborhood cleanup zones around 
New Orleans and Jefferson Parish.

Catch basins collect surface runoff and debris 
and are the first point of contact with area drain-
age systems. Any debris that makes it inside catch 
basins will eventually drain into Lake Pontchar-
train, endangering wildlife and polluting the water. 
Excessive debris inside catch basins can also clog 
drainage lines resulting in street flooding.

After cleanup is complete, refreshments and 
snacks will be served at the LPBF’s inaugural “Hur-
ricane Readiness Fair.” Community partners will be 

available at the fair to provide information about 
preparing for the upcoming hurricane season. Also, 
on hand will be community partners who are work-
ing to promote coastal restoration projects that are 
critical for buffering local communities against 
storm surge.

Coffee, supply pickup, the Hurricane Readi-
ness Fair and volunteer picnic will all take place 
at the New Canal Lighthouse located at 8001 Lake-
shore Drive in New Orleans on Saturday, May 11, 
2019. Coffee and supply pickup will take place from 
8:30 a.m. until 9:30 a.m. Cleanup begins at 9:30 a.m. 
and ends at 11:30 a.m. The Hurricane Readiness 
Fair and volunteer picnic will be held from 11:30 
a.m. until 1:30 p.m.

Volunteers and groups can register and find 
out more information about the Storm Sweep at 
www.saveourlake.org/stormsweep.  

1801 Williams Boulevard
Behind City Hall complex

FEATURED SPEAKER
.S. Navy (retired) Rear Admiral James D. Olson

30 Year Military Career
301 Combat Missions during Vietnam War (1968-1973)

Fighter Squadron VF142 and VF 161

PATRIOTIC MUSIC 
from the American Legion  

Post 175 Band

MEMORIAL DAY 
CELEBRATION

10:00 a.m.   Wednesday, May 23, 2019

FREE 
EVENT!

2nd Annual Greater New Orleans 
PCC Golf Tournament
Friday, May 17, 2019

Belle Terre Country Club, Laplace
Registration: 11-11:45   Tee Time: Noon

Lunch: 11:10 a.m.-Noon
Dinner: 4:30 p.m. until

Entry fee: $125 per person, $500 per 4-person team
Entry fee includes: Round of golf, cart, lunch/dinner, 

door prize drawing, awards presentation
Entry deadline: May 3, 2019

Information: Contace Renette Dominick,  
renette.m.dominick@usps.gov or 589-1142
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Entertainment

Enjoy free live entertainment at Treasure Chest’s showroom during the month of May
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live entertain-

ment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. Treasure 
Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 5050 Williams 

Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is open 24 hours on 
Friday and Saturday and from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 
a.m. Sunday through Thursday. The casino’s phone 

number is 443-8000. Visit the casino’s website, www.
treasurechestcasino.com, for more information.

Below is a list of entertainment with schedule 
and times subject to change.  

Thurs., May 2
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Harvey Jesus & Fire

Fri., May 3
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

After Party

Sat., May 4
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

B Street Benny

Sun., May 5
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Recuerdos: Latin & American Night

Thurs., May 9
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Karma

Fri., May 10
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

The Wiseguys

Sat., May 11
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Blue Eyed Soul Revue

Sun., May 12
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Recuerdos: Latin & American Night

Thurs., May 16
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

The Topcats

Fri., May 17
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

The Brew Crew Band

Sat., May 18
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Blue Rhythm Band

Sun., May 19
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Recuerdos: Latin & American Night

Thurs., May 23
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

No Idea

Fri., May 24
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Kurt Brunus Project

Sat., May 25
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

New Suit

Sun., May 26
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Recuerdos: Latin  

& American Night

Thurs., May 30
7:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.

Foret Tradition

Fri., May 31
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

At Fault

Bunches of brunches this May at Treasure Chest 
By Rodney Miller 

May is when 
things really start to 
heat up. We mean 
that literally with 
more sunny days 

and warmer temperature, and we mean that 
figuratively with all the great food and fun at your 
Treasure Chest Casino! It’s also a wonderful time 
for celebration and remembrance with Cinco de 
Mayo and Memorial Day. In any case, it’s time to 
get out more! And as always, Treasure Chest has 
your good times covered!

There’s nothing sunnier than Sunday brunch, 
even if you eat it indoors. There’s just no better 
way to follow up a Saturday night out or Sunday 
morning worship (or both) than all your breakfast 
and lunch favorites right at your disposal! That’s 
why we’re hosting a month of Sundays worth of 
brunches! May 5, enjoy a Latin-inspired Cinco de 
Mayo brunch featuring enchiladas, huevos ran-

cheros, flan and much more for only $21.99. May 
12, treat mom to a jazz brunch featuring classic 
dishes like pan perdu, eggs Sardou and oysters Bi-
enville for $26.99. May 19, treat your sweet tooth 
to some chocolate cannoli, spring petit fours, mini 
fruit tarts and cream puffs along with all your buf-
fet favorites for $21.99. And 
May 26, brunch 
isn’t brunch 
without clas-
sic Bloody Marys 
and mimosas along 
with all your faves for 
$21.99! Now that’s a 
bunch of brunch!

Not that everything is sunny at Treasure 
Chest. There’s a storm a-brewing. A cash storm 
that is! Join us Saturday, May 18 for “Thundering 
Thousands!” From 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m., a total 
of 29 winners will win up to $2,500 cash! Winners 

will be announced every half hour so get here, get 
playing and get winning!

On top of Treasure Chest being a festive place 
to celebrate Cinco de Mayo, you also won’t want to 
miss Cinco, Cinco, Cinco! Join us 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. when 55 random B Connected accounts will 

be loaded with $555 slot 
dollars! Just insert 

your B Con-
nected card 

into any slot 
machine to see if 

you are an instant 
winner!

If you’re look-
ing for a winning way to spend your day off this 
Memorial Day, then get to Treasure Chest for our 
Memorial Day Kiosk Bonus. May 27 from 10:00 a.m. 
to 8:00 p.m., all B Connected members can swipe 
and win a guaranteed slot dollar prize. Eligibility 

depends on your tier level, but once you qualify, 
you are guaranteed to win up to $500 slot dollars! 
And don’t miss out on our Memorial Day Buffet! 
We’ve got an all-you-can-eat BBQ feast from 11:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. for only $19.99!

How amazing is this May? We look forward to 
serving you at Treasure Chest and, as always, we’ll 
see you on the lake!

As usual, Treasure Chest Casino guests must 
be 21 or older to enter the casino and become a B 
Connected member. Membership is free and rules 
and restrictions apply.   

Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino 
Marketing Director. Treasure Chest Casino is 
located at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner 
on Lake Pontchartrain. Visit the website at www.
treasurechestcasino.com or call 443-8000.

Century Title, Inc.
“We Close Real Estate Transactions For You”

Real Estate 
Title Transfers 
Refi nances

Real Estate Sales | Mortgages 
Donations | 1031 Tax Free Exchanges

Expert closing assistance – In operation over 24 years
In-house problem solving real estate title attorneys – You’ll need this

We keep you informed – We return your calls
Our costs are competitive – Our work is accurate

3925 N. I-10 Service Road, Suite 230, Metairie • 830-7979 • FAX 831-2609

CITY OF KENNER
   Council Meeting Schedule

First Thursday of each month  
at 6:00 p.m.

Third Friday of each month  
at 11:00 a.m.
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Latin American News
Becoming a naturalized U. S. citizen    
By Rafael E. Saddy

The process to 
become a natural-
ized U. S. citizen is 
easier than you think 

and it does not cost much. Once you have met 
the requirements and have no complications, it’s 
a simple process that starts by filing the United 
States Citizen and Immigration Services form 
N-400 application and paying the filing fee. The 
fee for processing the N-400 in 2019 is $725. In-
dividuals with a financial hardship, with a house-
hold income at or below 150 percent of the Fed-
eral Poverty Guidelines or if the applicant, their 
spouse or the head of household living in the 
applicant’s household is currently receiving a 
means-tested benefit are reasons to qualify for a 
fee waiver by submitting USCIS Form I-912.

Once your application is received, in about 
two to three weeks you will receive either a no-
tice that confirms receipt of your application or 
another notice detailing an improper filing. Next, 
three to five weeks after filing, you will receive 
notice for an appointment day and time for fin-
gerprinting and for providing a photograph and 
signature to begin a background check. The 
appointment is usually scheduled five to eight 
weeks after filing.

Once you are verified, you will then receive 
an appointment notice of a scheduled short in-
terview with a USCIS official. This usually hap-
pens four to eight months after filing. At the 
USCIS interview, occurring six to 10 months 
after initial filing, you will be asked to confirm 
answers you entered on your N-400 application. 
Your ability to understand these questions and 
answers are part of your English comprehensive 
test. You will then be asked to read and write 
in English, take an English and civics exam and 
your background check will be reviewed.

You are exempt from the English language 
requirement, but are still required to take the 
civics test, if you are age 50 or older at the time 
of filing for naturalization and have lived as a 
permanent resident (green card holder) in the 
United States for 20 years (commonly referred to 
as the “50/20” exception) or if you are age 55 or 
older at the time of filing for naturalization and 
have lived as a permanent resident in the United 
States for 15 years (commonly referred to as the 

“55/15” exception).
If you are informed at the interview that 

you’ve been preliminarily approved for natural-
ization, then the next step will be to wait for a 
notice from USCIS of when you will take the U.S. 
Oath of Allegiance. An applicant does not official-
ly become a United States citizen until after be-
ing sworn in at the oath ceremony which for most 
people occurs eight to 12 months after the initial 
filing of the N-400 application . After taking the 
Oath of Allegiance at a scheduled naturalization 
ceremony, you will turn in your green card and 
receive your certificate of naturalization.

What are the advantages of becoming a natu-
ralized U. S. citizen? Let me mention a few. There 
will be no need to worry about renewing your 
green card, your risk of deportation is reduced, 
you will have at ease travel and re-entry into the 
U.S. along with the ability to stay longer abroad 
on a trip out of the U.S. You will have the ability 
to petition more family members and green card-
holding children to become U. S. citizens. You will 
be able to obtain federal jobs, grants and other 
government benefits and have tax and estate 
advantages as a U.S. citizen. You can get a U.S. 
passport, be able to vote and run for public office.

Voting is the cornerstone of a democracy. 
Voting matters for the health of the American po-
litical system and not just for the people who vote 
but for those who choose not to vote. Freedom 

cannot be taken for granted and we need to be 
involved in holding our elected officials respon-
sible so when you are given the right to vote, you 
should exercise that right.
Community announcements

May 4-5 – Cinco de Mayo Fiesta at Ken-
ner Market Center, 2321 West Esplanade Avenue, 
from 4:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Live music by David 
Batiste and Sons, La Tran K Band and Weathered. 
Food and fun for all, for information call 225-276-
7402.

May 8 – Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
of Louisiana New Orleans 9th Women’s Business 
Symposium from 1:00 pm to 6:30 pm. For infor-
mation call 885-4262.

May Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of LA 
Foundation programs listed below open to the 
public, 2200 Veterans Memorial Blvd., Suite 200, 
phone 305-5901.

May 6 – Welding program at Delgado Com-
munity College River City site, 709 Churchill 
Parkway, Avondale, nine weeks intensive course, 
Monday - Friday, 7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

May 7 – Accounting classes (QuickBooks) 
at HCCLF every Tuesday and Thursday starting 
May 7 from 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm. Learn in six classes 
the basic concepts of accounting in QuickBooks.

May 14 – Get SEBD certified, presented by 
Tina Langois, business consultant, Small Busi-
ness Development Center of Louisiana from 6:00 
pm to 8:00 pm. Learn how your business can ben-
efit from the Small and Emerging Business Devel-
opment Program.

May 17 – State Farm insurance seminar 
sponsor by Dustin Braud, State Farm Insurance 
Agency, from 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm. Learn about 
property, life and homeowner insurance.

May 22 – Basic steps on how to start your 
business from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Learn about 
legal structure, business plans and budgets for 

your business.
May 21 – Kenner Business Association 

(KBA) luncheon from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 
Chateau Golf and Country Club. Guest speaker: 
Dr. Cade Brumley-Jefferson Parish Public School 
System Superintendent. For information call 617-
1006.

May 30 – Kenner Business Association 
(KBA) network breakfast from 7:45 am to 9:00 
am at the Pontchartrain Center. For information 
call 647-1006.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center– The 
center offers various programs as well as access 
to information and referrals for all sorts of oppor-
tunities. For information call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable 
channel 76 or U-verse channel 99) Hispanic TV 
programs air every day at 8:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 5:00 
p.m. and 9:00 p.m. For more information and pro-
gram schedule, go to www.kenner.la.us and click 
on the Kenner TV logo or go to the Kenner TV 
Facebook/YouTube page.

I leave you with this thought. “Voting is not 
only our right – it is our power. The ignorance of 
one voter in a democracy impairs the security of 
all. The future of this republic is in the hands of 
the American voter. Every election is determined 
by the people who show up.”   

Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diver-
sity Coordinator, public relations officer for the 
Latin American Civic Association of Louisiana 
(LACAL) and serves on the governing board 
of directors of Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. 
Email Saddy at lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Cor-
respondence should be sent to P.O. Box 640284, 
Kenner, LA 70064-0284.

  Parran’s
PO-BOYS

                                 of Kenner

Family owned and operated since 1975

2321 West Esplanade 
between 

Power & Williams

M-Th 11-7:30    
Fri 11-8:30    
Sat 11-8

Come Take A Gravy Bath!
Dine In or 
Take Out
305-6422

www.parranspoboys.com
Parrans 1/8_0316.indd   1 2/27/16   9:30 AM

“Day of Refreshment for Women” held by CCRNO
The Catholic Charismatic Renewal of New Or-

leans (CCRNO) will sponsor a “Day of Refreshment 
for Women” on Saturday, June 29, 2019, from 10:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at St. Matthew the Apostle Parish in 
River Ridge. The theme is “Amazed and Astonished.” 

Women’s retreat team members Andi Oney and Terry 
Canale will speak at this event. There will be testimo-
nies by women of the region along with prayer and 
praise. Cost is $30 and includes lunch. Teaching, small 
groups, prayer ministry and music by Mercy Beau-

Community

Jefferson Parish says goodbye to director of 
Jefferson Community Action Programs

Jedidiah Bernell Jackson was appointed 
director of the Jefferson Community Action Pro-
grams (JeffCAP) in February 2011. JeffCAP offers 
programs ranging from Head Start to the retired 
senior volunteer program, including housing 
counseling, rental and utility assistance, helping 
families keep their homes, to temporary shelter 
for those who have lost their homes.

Under Jackson’s leadership, Jefferson Par-
ish was the recipient of a $34.5 million educa-
tion grant from the United States Department of 
Health and Human Services and the Administra-
tion of Children and Families to continue as the 
Head Start provider for children ages three to five 
years until fiscal year 2021.

In April of 2019, the Department of Health 
and Human Services Administration awarded a 
$12.7 million dollar expansion grant for the Early 
Head Start program, Birth-to-Five implemented 
for infants and toddlers ages six weeks to 35 
months, until fiscal year 2024.

“Under Mr. Jackson’s leadership, Jefferson 
Parish is at the forefront of increasing opportunity 
and high-quality early childhood education” said 
Jefferson Parish President Michael Yenni.

Jackson’s last day with Jefferson Parish Gov-
ernment was April 26, 2019. Darryl Ward, chief 
administrative assistant for community programs 
will supervise the Department of JeffCAP until an 
interim director is named.  

coup will be featured. Register online at www.ccrno.
org by Wednesday, June 26, 2019, by noon to order 
lunch. On-site registrations are accepted, but no lunch 

is guaranteed. For more information, call CCRNO at 
828-1368 or visit www.ccrno.org.  
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Community
Crimefighters hold first awards gala

Crimefighters of Louisiana held their inau-
gural awards gala on April 24, 2019. The group 
awarded 29 individuals including Jefferson Par-
ish District 4 Councilman Dominick Impastato 
and Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser. The 
president of Crimefighters of Louisiana is Irv 
Magri, the founder of the Police Association of 
New Orleans (PANO), created in 1969.

“Thanks to the Crimefighters group for rec-
ognizing police, elected officials on the local, 
parish and state level and citizens who make a 
difference for crime victims,” said Kenner Mayor 
Ben Zahn. “I was honored to receive the ‘Mayor 
Crimefighter of the Year.’ We greatly appreciate 
everything Irv Magri and everyone associated 
with Crimefighters has done for the past 26 years 
and continue to do to assist the victims of crime.”

Give your family
Peace of mind Today

Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because 
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a 
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 466-8577

Tires • Alignments
Balancing • Oil Changes 
Shocks • Air Conditioner 

Work Struts • Brake Service 
Batteries • Belts • Hoses

 Tune-Ups • CV Joints
Fuel Injection Cleaning

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Work Struts • Brake Service Work Struts • Brake Service 

4200 Williams Blvd.
465-1312
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - noon Saturday
www.scottystireandauto.com

OPEN SATURDAYS 8 TO NOON

David Courcelle and Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn at 
Crimefighters award gala

“It was a great honor to receive the ‘Com-
municator of the Year Award’ from Crimefighters 
of Louisiana, the largest organization in the Gulf 
South fighting for the rights of crime victims,” 
said Jeff Crouere, Kenner Star contributing 
writer, radio host and political columnist. “The 
sold out awards banquet was a testament to the 
resilience and courage of the founder, Irvin Mag-
ri, who has devoted his life to fighting crime and 
advocating for victims.”  

Crimefighters of Louisiana President Irv Magri and 
Jeff Crouere

New Orleans Airport recognizes volunteer for 
5,000 hours of service

On March 25, 2019, the Louis Armstrong 
New Orleans International Airport (MSY) an-
nounced that airport volunteer, Donald Costello, 
has served more than 5,000 hours of his time with 
MSY. Costello is a member of MSY’s Lagniappe 
KREWE, which is a volunteer program aimed at 
welcoming passengers to New Orleans, answering 
questions from travelers and sharing information 
about the city and surrounding region. Costello is 
a founding member of the airport’s volunteer pro-
gram and has donated more hours than any other 
volunteer.

Since the MSY Lagniappe KREWE program 
began in December 2011, volunteers have donat-
ed nearly 26,000 hours to the airport. Currently, 
the program has nearly 20 volunteers that work 
at the airport seven days a week from 5:00 a.m. to 
9:00 p.m.

With the new $1 billion terminal opening in 
May, the airport is seeking additional volunteers 
who would like to be part of this customer service 
initiative. Volunteer duties include the following.

Meet and greet passengers and visitors with 
a welcome smile.

Help passengers and visitors by directing 
them to the correct personnel, concourses, air-
lines or amenities.

Answer questions and provide information 
about New Orleans and the Greater New Orleans 

metro area.
Volunteers who are bilingual and/or are 

interpreters of American Sign Language are 
strongly encouraged to apply. For more informa-
tion about the program and how to become a vol-
unteer, visit www.flymsy.com/volunteer.  

Airport
New Orleans Airport Recognizes Volunteer for 
5,000 Hours of Service to MSY 

  
Aviation Director Kevin Dolliole (L) presents recognition to MSY Lagniappe Krewe volunteer 
Donald Costello (R).Louis Armstrong New Orleans International 

Airport Aviation Director Kevin Dolliole (L) 
presents recognition to airport Lagniappe Krewe 

volunteer Donald Costello (R).
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the terminal. Those interested in participating should 
visit. www.thenewmsy.com to sign up to receive ad-
ditional information.

Announced in April 2013, the new terminal has 
been under construction on the north side of the air-
port property since January 2016 and is now nearly 
ninety-five percent complete. The project is creating 
thousands of new construction jobs and significant 
opportunities for local businesses and disadvantaged 

business enterprises (DBEs) in the region.
In total, the approximately 972,000 square-foot 

terminal will feature three concourses, 35 gates, two 
new garages and surface parking lot next to the termi-
nal plus a remote economy garage with shuttle service. 
It will also feature modern passenger conveniences 
like a consolidated checkpoint where passengers will 
have access to over 40 different food, beverage, news, 
gift and specialty retail concessions once they are be-
yond security.

As far as construction progress is concerned, 
the baggage claim device in the secure U.S. Customs 
area is being installed and the ticket counter baggage 
belts and baggage makeup units are being tested. In-
stallation of access roadway signs, landscaping and 
irrigation are underway. The surface and taxi lots 
have received the final coat of asphalt and have been 
striped. The grid for the acoustic cloud ceiling on level 

3 is being connected. Ticket counters and the digital 
backwall panel that will display airline branding are 
ready. Elevator fronts are being put in place and esca-
lators are being tested. The oak tree back wall for the 
main elevators is mounted. Stainless steel is being in-
stalled around the baggage carousels. Drywall, ceilings 
and millwork installation is nearing completion in the 
flight information service area. Concourse A restroom 
finishes are being completed and Concourse C and B 
seating is being moved into place.

To get all the latest news and information about 
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport’s 
new replacement terminal, visit TheNewMSY.com. 
The website features everything you need to know 
about the $1.029 billion project from construction 
updates to details about the building’s features and 
concessions.  

Airport
 from page 1

SLEEP CENTER of NEW ORLEANS 
Treating adults and children 
 
“SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night. Healthy sleep leads to a 
healthy life. We want to improve your productivity at work or school and enhance your 
mood and concentration, by implementing evidence based sleep medicine.” 

- Mohammad Cheema, M.D. 
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Evaluation and treatment of sleep disorders 
Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea) 
Circadian rhythm sleep disorder 
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Sleep Center of New Orleans
Treating adults and children

SCONO has one focus: How you can sleep better at night. 
Healthy sleep leads to a healthy life. We want to improve 
your productivity at work or school, enhance your mood 
and concentration, by implementing evidence-based sleep 
medicine.”                                  - Mohammad Cheema, M.D.

•  Sleep-related breathing disorders (Sleep apnea)
• Circadian rhythm sleep disorder
•  Excessive daytime sleepiness
•  Narcolepsy with cataplexy
• Restless leg syndrome
• Insomnia

Call us today if  you 
answer yes to 2 or more.  CALL TODAY FOR AN EVALUATION OF
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has hired additional team members to help make sure 
up-to-date and practical information is available elec-
tronically to residents and businesses of the city. Ken-
ner Mayor Ben Zahn understands the importance of ac-
curate communications. “We have increased real-time 
information-sharing through our city Nextdoor site, 
Kenner’s official Facebook page and the city’s Twitter 
account,” said Mayor Zahn. “Our staff is committed to 
improving accurate, timely sharing of information that 
will help keep our community safer.”

Maintained by the Kenner Public Information Of-
fice, the city of Kenner’s website is www.kenner.la.us. 
The city’s Twitter handle is @cityofKenner and Ken-
ner’s Facebook page is officialcityofkennergovern-
ment. The Kenner Police Department also maintains 
their own mobile app that provides updates on Kenner-
related significant incidents, traffic, road conditions 
and lane closures. Download of the app for free when 
using an Apple or Android device.

Kenner’s OEM has shared the following informa-
tion to keep residents and businesses well-informed.

Kenner’s emergency management staff works 
closely year-round with their counterparts in Jefferson 
Parish and the state on a variety of hazards and risks 
facing the region. An electronic community alert sys-
tem is used by the parish to notify citizens via smart 
phone, cell phone or email in the event of an emer-
gency, such as an approaching hurricane or severe 
weather event. Residents of Kenner are urged to sign 
up for JPAlert via computer by going to the Jefferson 
Parish website at www.jeffparish.net or https://mem-
ber.everbridge.net/index/892807736721515#/login.

Another important consideration is knowing 
when and how to evacuate if advised. In southeast 
Louisiana, residents should consider evacuating any-
time emergency managers and weather forecasters 
predict that a major storm threatens to strike. When 
federal, state, parish and local officials call for a rec-
ommended/voluntary or mandatory evacuation, state 
police, Louisiana Department of Transportation, local 
officials and law enforcement will provide directions. 
Generally, during Phase 1, beginning around 50 hours 
prior to predicted landfall of hurricane force winds on 
the Louisiana coast, residents in lower lying portions 
of southeast Louisiana will be directed to leave using 
designated interstate and state highways. There are no 
highway restrictions. During Phase 2, at 40 hours prior 
to landfall, West Bank communities will be directed to 
evacuate with no highway restrictions. In Phase 3, at 
30 hours prior to landfall, East Bank residents will be 
directed to leave. Some highway restrictions may be 
in place. If necessary, state officials will implement its 
contraflow plan during Phase 3, authorizing single di-
rection lane operations on the interstate.

Storms are unpredictable and evacuation tim-
ing can be significantly reduced by slight changes in 
a storm’s forward speed and direction. Highways be-
come crowded and travel time can be significantly in-
creased during evacuations. If an evacuation is called 
for, Kenner residents should always leave as soon as 
possible. Do not wait for contraflow to begin. State 
officials provide this link, http://gisweb.dotd.la.gov/
evacuationroute/desktop.html, to assist in planning 
evacuation routes.

Knowing where to obtain fuel during an evacu-
ation is important. Motorists can use the state-main-
tained link, http://dnr.louisiana.gov/index.cfm?m
d=pagebuilder&tmp=home&pid=786&pnid=0&n
id=329, to identify fuel availability throughout the 
state during an evacuation.

Knowing where to find lodging during an evacu-
ation is equally important. Evacuees can go to http://
www.femaevachotels.com to locate hotels/motels 
throughout the state that accept FEMA vouchers, if 
authorized.

During a mandatory evacuation in advance of a 
major (Category 3 or above) storm, local officials will 
enact the Public Assisted Evacuation Plan (PAEP). 
Public transportation is dispatched to run along nor-
mal bus routes picking up evacuees at stops through-
out the parish, including the RTA Kenner Loop/201 
route. The route map is available at http://www.jef-
fersontransit.org/routemap.php. Passengers will 
transfer to Jefferson Transit (JeT) busses and are then 
delivered to a staging area that is expected to be at a 
location on the East Bank and will be designated by 
Jefferson Parish emergency management officials. 
Passengers, along with their pets, will be registered by 
state officials and then transported out of the region 
on passenger buses. Those evacuees who are capable 
and consent will be delivered to Louis Armstrong New 
Orleans International Airport and will board commer-
cial flights to shelter destinations outside the state. 
Individuals with critical medical needs will be trans-
ported to and cared for at special medical sites located 
within the state. Passengers can be delivered directly 
to the staging area by private vehicle, but private ve-
hicles cannot be parked at the site.

The Mobility Impaired Transportation System 
(MITS) is part of JeT. MITS provides transportation for 
persons with disabilities who are unable to use regu-
lar JeT service. The MITS service is designed to meet 
the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA). An individual is eligible for MITS if he or 
she has a permanent, temporary or intermittent dis-
ability. During mandatory evacuation, the PAEP is en-
acted and MITS is utilized to assist disabled persons 
in evacuation. For additional information or to register 
for MITS visit www.jeffersontransit.org/mits.php.

A “Special Needs Registry” is maintained by par-
ish officials to identify those individuals with signifi-
cant medical conditions who are likely to require ad-
vanced care during evacuation. Registering in advance 
allows parish and state public health officials to assess 
the type and quantity of resources needed to address 
those with special medical needs. When a mandatory 
evacuation is ordered, residents, family members or 
care-takers will be able to call a special telephone 
number for evacuation assistance or information. Reg-
ister online at http://jp-appserver.jeffparish.net/we-
bapps/EOCAssessReg/EOC/ENTER_USER.asp or call 
the parish at 349-5360 for assistance.

Local officials recognize that Kenner residents 
and businesses will want to check on and make re-
pairs to their properties as well as return to work or 
have children begin school as soon as possible after 
a storm. However, environmental conditions must be 
stable and vital services must be in place to support 
the re-population of a storm affected community. To 
accomplish this, state and regional law enforcement 
have established a tiered re-entry process. Critical 
business owners who seek to return first to the city fol-
lowing a storm must pre-register and have an assigned 
Jefferson Parish issued placard for themselves and em-
ployees. Those business owners who have previously 
been assigned placards may need to renew them now. 
Those who don’t have re-entry placards should register 
with the Jefferson Parish Office of Emergency Man-
agement prior to the start of hurricane season on June 
1. To register or renew, visit the Jump Start Jefferson 
Re-Entry Program site at http://placards.jumpstartjef-
ferson.com.

For additional information, link to the main web-
page for the Kenner Office of Emergency Management 
http://www.kenner.la.us/pages/section_77_219.asp. 
Many online references provide information on prepara-
tion and recovery details for locations in Kenner regard-
ing weather-related incidents as well as flooded streets, 
recovery news, emergency preparedness and other 
details about disasters. For other inquiries, Kenner’s 
Emergency Management staff can be reached by email 
at OEM@kenner.la.us or by phone at 471-2100.  

Hurricane awareness
 from page 1
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Each Sunday in May, enjoy a 
delicious take on the classic brunch!
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SATURDAY, MAY 18
8:00pm - 11:00pm
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take on brunch 

featuring Enchiladas, 
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Flan and much more
for only $2199.
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