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New North Terminal at Louis Armstrong to open on November 6
The city of New Orleans and the New Orleans Aviation Board recently 

announced that the new terminal at Louis Armstrong New Orleans Inter-
national Airport (MSY) will open to the public on Wednesday, November 6, 
2019. All 16 commercial airlines at MSY will operate from the new terminal 
located at 1 Terminal Drive in Kenner and the existing facility at 900 Air-
line Drive in Kenner will close to the public.

Individuals with travel scheduled on or after November 6 are advised 
to take the necessary steps to prepare for arriving at or departing from 
a different terminal facility in a new location. Passengers should plan to 
arrive to the airport at least two hours ahead of their scheduled departure 
to allow enough time to check in, process through security and get to their 
gate.

“The opening of the new terminal at Louis Armstrong New Orleans 
International Airport is a major milestone for the city of New Orleans and 
for our region,” said New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell. “The economy of 
the city is diversifying and thriving and this new facility will accommodate 
the increased traffic being attracted to the area. The new airport terminal 
is the largest infrastructure project for New Orleans since the Superdome 
and we look forward to providing our residents and visitors with a new and 

improved airport experience.”
“This will be an historic moment for the people of New Orleans and 

the entire Gulf Coast region. As the largest commercial airport in the state 
of Louisiana, we know this infrastructure investment will have a lasting im-
pact in our community. I strongly believe the new MSY gives us all the best 
opportunity to compete in the global, 21st century economy,” said Michael 
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State Senator Danny Martiny 
retires from legislature 
following 25 years of 
outstanding service
By Allan Katz

State Senator Danny Martiny, who has rep-
resented Kenner in the Louisiana House of Rep-
resentatives and the State Senate for 25 years, 
has retired with many commendations and com-
pliments for a distinguished legislative career.

His colleagues in the state Senate, where Martiny has served for the 
last 12 years, unanimously passed a resolution honoring him for his service 
to the city of Kenner, the state of Louisiana and the nation.

Martiny is the longest continuously serving Republican in the legisla-
ture. “I’ve been blessed that the voters chose me to represent them for a 
quarter century,” said Senator Martiny. “I love the city of Kenner and I am 

Kenner state of the city 
address given by Mayor Zahn

First, I want to thank the Kenner Business Association, 
led by Ann Branigan and her board, for continuing to do this 
because it gives me, my counsel, our staff and administration a 
chance to tell you what’s going on in the city of Kenner.

We have a lot of information to cover this year because 
we’ve been busy. There’s been a lot going on in the city of Ken-
ner. Because of that it takes one team to make that happen. I 
want to thank our chief of police, Mike Glaser, and our Kenner 
City Council. I do want to recognize those who are here today, 
Councilman Glenn Hayes from District 3, Councilman Mike 
Sigur from District 2, Councilman Brian Brennan from District 
5, Councilman George Branigan from District 4 and our two 
at-large council members, Tom Willmott and Kristi McKinney. 
District 1 Councilman Gregory Carroll was not able to make it 
but he is very, very active in his district along with the others. 
It’s not just the city of Kenner elected officials, but we also get 
help from Jefferson Parish. Everyone knows that our Jefferson 
Parish Councilman Dominick Impastato is a good friend of 
mine, this council, our staff and also the city of Kenner. So, I 
want to thank Dominick and also Jefferson Parish Councilman 

On October 15, 2019, Kenner Mayor Ben 
Zahn addressed a Kenner Business Association 
luncheon meeting regarding the state of the city. 
Below are excerpts and highlights of Mayor 
Zahn’s speech.
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Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn

Kenner’s Magical 
Christmas Village 
returns to Rivertown 

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn will turn on the lights to the city’s 
Christmas tree in Kenner’s Rivertown during the Christmas Village 
opening at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 6.

The Christmas Village will be open Fridays and Saturdays 
from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. through Saturday, December 28.

The Christmas Village is returning back to Rivertown this 
year after two years at the Kenner City Park.

The Kenner Planetarium will offer $1 off admission 
throughout the months of November and December with the 
donation of a canned good/food item to benefit the Kenner 
Food Bank. Collection boxes will be available in the lobby of 
the Kenner Planetarium at 2020 Fourth Street in Rivertown. 
The planetarium is open to the public on Saturdays from 11 
a.m. until 3 p.m. and a full schedule of shows can be found 
on the city’s website at www.kenner.la.us, click the “Ri-
vertown” button. In conjunction with the Christmas Vil-
lage in Rivertown, the Kenner Planetarium will also 
offer special showings of the laser light show “Laser 
Holidays” every Saturday evening at 7 p.m. from Dec. 
7 through December 28.

The city is also offering two Saturday morning 
opportunities for “Breakfast with Santa” on Decem-
ber 7 and 14, both from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. at 
the Kenner City Park Pavilion. This is a pancake and 
sausage breakfast filled with games, arts and crafts, 
pictures with Santa Claus and more. Children under 
two are admitted free and admission for children over 
two is $7 with adult tickets at $10.

On Saturday, December 21 from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 
p.m. at the Kenner City Park Pavilion, the city will host a 
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Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner 
NETs physician moderates 
national panel

Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner is home to the neuroendocrine pro-
gram, which specializes in the diagnosis and management of all forms of 
neuroendocrine tumors (NET). It has been a national leader for more than 
a decade in the treatment and management of this condition.

A NET is a rare, hormone-producing tumor that affects neuroendo-
crine cells, which are present throughout the nervous and endocrine sys-
tems. NETs can originate anywhere in the body. Carcinoid tumors, however, 
are the most common kind detected and are usually found in the lungs or 
GI tract. Most of the time it grows very slowly and because it is so often dif-
ficult to detect, diagnosis is delayed on average of 10 years. Approximately 
12,000 people in the United States are diagnosed with a neuroendocrine 
tumor every year.
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ELECTION DAY 
IS TUESDAY, 

NOVEMBER 16
see ballot
on page 8

KENNER FOOD 
BANK NEEDS 

HOLIDAY 
DONATIONS
see page 7
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Kenn� ’s Magical
Christmas Village
IN KENNER’S RIVERTOWN

Food and Entertainment

Christmas Village
SNOW EVERY 

WEEKEND

Friday, Dec. 6th

Fridays and Saturdays 6:00-9:00 PM
For More Information

Call 468-7231

SANTA ARRIVESAT 6:00Friday, Dec. 6
For More Information

Through Sat. Dec. 28th

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

one world one sky:
Saturdays - 11 a.m. ★ Running time: 27 minutes  
Join Big Bird, Elmo, and their friend from China, Hu Hu Zhu as they locate the Big Dipper, the 
North Star, and the Moon in the night sky. Take an imaginary trip to the moon and discover 
how different it is from Earth. Audiences will see that even though friends may live in different 
countries, we all share the same sky!

Big Bird’s 
Adventure

Season of Light
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  
• Why do we decorate trees at Christmas?   • Why do we kiss under the mistletoe?
• Why do we light the candles of a Menorah?   • What did the Wise Men really see in 

the East? Find these answers and more! Learn the history behind many of our holiday traditions and explore the sky 
at the time of Jesus’ birth in this heartwarming holiday planetarium show!

LASER HOLIDAYS
Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes  Children and adults alike will surely fi nd 
the holiday spirit in this spectacular laser-fi lled presentation of seasonal holiday music! Feel the excitement 
as Frosty, Rudolph and other holiday favorites are brought to life through a dazzling display of laser lights 
and music! Selections range from the classics of Nat King Cole to the modern melodies of Mariah Carey!

LASER HOLIDAYS
Saturdays - 1 p.m. ★ Running time: 40 minutes  Children and adults alike will surely fi nd 
the holiday spirit in this spectacular laser-fi lled presentation of seasonal holiday music! Feel the excitement 
as Frosty, Rudolph and other holiday favorites are brought to life through a dazzling display of laser lights 

Dream to Fly Saturdays - 2 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  
Since the beginning of history, people have dreamed of fl ying. Tales of mythical dragon fl ights 
thrilled ancient dreamers. Storytellers wove airy fantasies of magic carpet rides. Leonardo da 
Vinci stoked the dreams of fl ight with his fantastic drawings and through his eyes, we learned 
to look at nature for the secrets of fl ight. Open your audience’s hearts and minds to new ideas 
about fl ight, and learn how generations of dreamers pursued the ancient impulse that has 

taken us from the ground to the stars.

2020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 700622020 Fourth Street • Kenner, LA 70062

Tuesday - Friday by appointment only, for schools/camps/groups
E-mail hglorioso@kenner.la.us  or call 468-7231 for reservations, group rates or info. 

GENERAL PUBLIC - SATURDAYS  ONLY  ★   Box Office opens at 10:45 a.m.
Admission: Adults, $6 per show  ★  Children/Seniors, $5 per show   ★  Multi-show packages available

www.kenner.la.us        show schedule subject to change

N ine Planets and Counting
Saturdays - 3 p.m. ★ Running time: 35 minutes  How many planets are there in our 
solar system? Nine, right? Or is it eight? Maybe it’s ten, or twelve, or more. Take a tour to explore the variety of 
objects that populate our solar system. Along the way, we’ll examine each planet individually and then step 
back to look at the big picture. Just what is a planet, anyway? The answer may surprise you.

AND

Flying Monsters Saturdays - 12 p.m. ★ Running time: 40  minutes  
National Geographic Entertainment’s Flying Monsters sets out to uncover the truth about 
the dinosaur cousin, the pterosaur, with a wingspan of approximately 40 feet and equal 
to that of a modern-day jet plane. Flying Monsters features one of the greatest mysteries in 
paleontology: how and why did pterosaurs fl y? How did creatures the size of giraffes defy 
gravity and soar through prehistoric skies? 

Children and adults alike will surely fi nd 
the holiday spirit in this spectacular laser-fi lled presentation of seasonal holiday music! Feel the excitement 
as Frosty, Rudolph and other holiday favorites are brought to life through a dazzling display of laser lights 

$1 OFF
w/Donation
of a Canned 

Good

To Benefi t the 
Kenner Food Bank
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A brighter energy future starts 
with advanced meters.
At Entergy Louisiana, we’re always looking for new ways to make energy delivery more 
reliable and affordable. That’s why we’re upgrading your current meter to bring you 
great benefits like energy-saving tools, better customer service and faster outage 
identification. Together, we power life.

energyfuturelouisiana.com/wepowerlife

A message from Entergy Louisiana, LLC  ©2019 Entergy Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

14468 Ent_AMI_PrintAd_ELL_10.25X13.056.indd   1 9/13/19   11:04 AM
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In governor’s race, it’s Trump vs. Jindal
By Jeff Crouere

I am a long-time 
admirer of retiring 
State Senator Danny 
Martiny. I’ve had op-
portunities to observe 

him at work in the legislature since he was first elect-
ed to the State House of Representatives in 1994, then 
to the State Senate in 2008. I’ve been watching the 
Louisiana legislature for almost 60 years and I would 
rank Senator Martiny in my top 10 percent.

As he leaves the legislature after 25 years due 
to term-limiting, I would like to tell you a story about 
a defeat he suffered on the last day of his last legisla-
tive session. Over the years, I’ve come to believe that 
you can tell more about a legislator when he or she 
loses than when they win. Somewhere along the way, 
Senator Martiny became a heartfelt advocate for early 
childhood development.

Early childhood development refers to pre-
kindergarten training. You might not imagine that 
pre-kindergarten is all that important. After all, what 

difference does it make if a five, six or seven-year-old 
has had schooling at home or in a classroom on count-
ing numbers, recognizing the letters of the alphabet 
or differentiating between colors.

But it turns out that pre-kindergarten is very 
important in a child’s development. Let’s consider 
Jefferson Parish public schools, for example. Jeffer-
son ranks 45th out of Louisiana’s 70 school districts. 
Seventy percent of the children who enter public 
school end up graduating from high school. But, 30 
percent, almost one out of every three, drop out and 
never receive their high school diploma. Dr. Cade 
Brumley, Jefferson’s recently named progressive 
school superintendent, says that 30 percent public 
school dropouts is an unacceptable dropout rate to 
build a modern economy. He wants to reduce Jeffer-
son’s dropout rate to 10 percent or less. Let’s look at it 
another way. If Jefferson, which ranks 45th out of 70 
school districts, has a 30 percent dropout rate, what 
must the dropout rates be in the school districts that 
rank 65th, 66th,67th, 68th, 69th and 70th?

So, Senator Martiny came up with a visionary 

plan. He wanted to tie early childhood development 
to sports betting, the lucrative gaming industry he 
wanted to make legal in Louisiana. Senator Martiny 
believed sports betting could and should be legal.

Under Senator Martiny’s plan, early childhood 
development would derive upwards of $40 million a 
year from sports betting. That would fund a state-run 
system of day care centers where kids would receive 
pre-kindergarten training in numbers, letters, colors 
and socialization. They would also get a healthy meal 
and snacks to take care of childhood hunger. In most 
places, early childhood development and sports bet-
ting would be considered strange bedfellows. But in 
Louisiana? He believed it to be a perfect match. Mar-
tiny’s legislation would have recognized sports betting 
as an acceptable form of gambling in the state, al-
lowing Louisiana to compete with neighboring states 
while dedicating the gambling taxes derived by sports 
betting to early childhood education.

But a brilliant idea must be sold to get the votes 
it needs to be approved by the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate. Senator Martiny got the support 

pf the Chamber of Commerce and the Business Coun-
cil. Educators loved the idea.

But he fell short. His visionary bill died on the 
last day of the legislative session, the last day of Sena-
tor Martiny’s 25-year career in the Louisiana legisla-
ture. I believe that if Senator Martiny had a couple 
more days, he would have gotten both House and Sen-
ate approval of his bill. And I think Gov. John Bel Ed-
wards would have signed it into law. But life goes on.

Senator Martiny now becomes a civilian. He 
returns to his law practice and to his grandchildren. 
He hopes someone else in the legislature picks up the 
cudgel of early childhood development for Louisiana. 
He gave it his best shot.

By the way, Senator Matiny’s successor in the 
State Senate will be State-Senator-elect Kyle Talbot. 
He is from River Ridge and has served 12 years in the 
State House of Representatives. He is an excellent leg-
islator. He would be the first to tell that in replacing 
Senator Martiny, he has big shoes to fill.  

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bellsouth.net.

State Senator Danny Martiny fought hard for early childhood development
By Allan Katz

Political

The results of 
the primary election 
on October 12 showed 
that Louisiana voters 
were rather interested 

in the campaign and the candidates. Either they re-
alized that Louisiana is not doing well economically 
and wanted change or they wanted four more years 
of John Bel Edwards as governor.

Regardless of the motivation, 200,000 more 
voters participated in this election than in the 2015 
election. It is a good sign that turnout increased de-
spite a major LSU vs. Florida football game sched-
uled for Election Day.

The top attraction among many races on the 
primary election ballot was the campaign for gover-
nor. Edwards was forced into a runoff, despite his su-
perior name recognition and his financial advantage. 
It almost did not happen. Without the last-minute 
involvement of President Donald Trump, his son 
Donald Trump Jr. and Vice President Mike Pence, 
Edwards may have won outright by receiving over 
50% of the vote on October 12.

First, the president tweeted that Louisiana 
voters should choose one of the “Great” Republi-
cans, either U.S. Congressman Ralph Abraham or 
businessman Eddie Rispone, and called Edwards a 

“Nancy Pelosi/Chuck Schumer Democrat” who “does 
nothing but stymie all of the things we are doing to 
‘Make America Great Again.’”

After the devastating tweet, over the course of 
the last week of the race, Pence held a rally in Ken-
ner and the president’s son visited Lafayette. While 
those visits helped spur GOP turnout on Election 
Day, it was just the precursor for President Trump’s 
massive rally in Lake Charles on the night before the 
election.

He packed 7,500 enthusiastic supporters into 
an auditorium as the rally generated statewide and 
national media coverage. Undoubtedly, the Trump 
rally bolstered Republican voter turnout efforts and 
helped put Rispone in the runoff with Edwards with 

27% of the vote.
With a vote total of 46.6% on October 12, Gov-

ernor Edwards finished close to his goal of receiving 
over 50% support. While he won a Republican subur-
ban area like Jefferson Parish in an impressive man-
ner with 53% of the vote, the African American turn-
out was much lower in the election. If he wants to 
win on November 16, Edwards will have to increase 
the voter participation of African Americans, the 
most consistent demographic group for any Demo-
crat like the governor.

In 2015, Edwards won handily over then United 
States Senator David Vitter in the runoff with 57% 
of the vote. This election will be different, it will be 
much closer and either candidate can win.

The initial polls have varied greatly since Elec-
tion Day. The first poll showed Edwards leading 
Rispone by a comfortable 52 to 36% margin, while 
another poll had the two contenders tied at 47% of 
the vote. Most political analysts believe the polls will 
continue to show a close race as Election Day draws 
nearer.

In this election, Rispone has several advantag-
es that Vitter never enjoyed. Of course, he does not 
have the personal baggage that saddled Vitter’s cam-
paign and made him an easy target for Edwards. Un-
like Vitter, who did not receive the endorsement of 
either of his Republican opponents in 2015, Rispone 
immediately received the enthusiastic endorsement 
of third-place finisher U.S. Congressman Ralph 
Abraham, who finished with 24% of the vote.

Thus, Rispone has a united GOP heading into 
this runoff against the governor. He also enjoys an-
other major advantage that Vitter never experienced. 
Rispone will have the full support of President Don-
ald Trump, who is popular in a state that he carried 
with 58% of the vote in the 2016 election.

Surely, Trump will hold a rally in Louisiana 
before the election. He will also send surrogates to 
the state to campaign for Rispone. The Trump fac-
tor will be a huge advantage and one that Rispone 
is already touting in his first television commercials 

of the runoff.
In contrast, Governor Edwards is also mention-

ing another politician quite frequently, former Loui-
siana Governor Bobby Jindal, who served for eight 
years but was very unpopular at the end of his tenure. 
Louisiana voters soured on Jindal’s persistent travel-
ling and national political ambitions.

Edwards will continue to remind voters that he 
inherited a massive budget deficit from the previous 
governor and he will relentlessly claim that Rispone, 
if elected, will be the next coming of Bobby Jindal.

Thus, in the runoff, Rispone will call himself 
a Louisiana version of President Trump, who will 
rescue the state from the economic doldrums cre-
ated by Governor Edwards. At the same time, the 
governor will call Rispone the latest edition of Bobby 
Jindal who will bankrupt the state again.

Which message will be more influential with 
Louisiana voters? It depends on who has more 
money to spend, and in what way it is spent, and how 
involved the president becomes in the race. Unlike 
the 2015 election, this one will be close.  

Jeff Crouere is a native New Orleanian and his 
award-winning program, “Ringside Politics” airs lo-
cally at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays and at 10:00 p.m. Sun-
days on PBS affiliate WLAE-TV, Channel 32, and from 
7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. weekdays on radio station 
WGSO 990 AM and www.Wgso.com. Crouere, a politi-
cal columnist, is the author of “America’s Last Chance” 
and provides regular commentaries on the Jeff 
Crouere YouTube channel and on www.JeffCrouere.
com. For more information, email Crouere at jeff@
jeffcrouere.com.

from The Editor
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I hope everyone 
attends Kenner’s Vet-
erans Day ceremony, 
which will be held at 
10:00 a.m. on Nov. 7 in 

Veterans Park, behind the City Hall complex at 1801 
Williams Blvd.

The featured speaker is a New Orleans resident  

 
 
 
who retired from the U.S. Marine Corps in 2003 after an 
amazing 34-year career.

Major General David Mize was stationed in Eu-
rope, Asia and throughout the U.S. and at one time 
led a small, elite Marine Corps hostage rescue team 
in the Pacific. He also was the general in charge of the 
U.S. Marine Corp Reserve, making him responsible for 
more than 185 facilities, $25 billion in assets and a total  

 
 
budget of more than $500 million.

He lives in the Garden District with his wife, Jane.
This Veterans Day ceremony continues the tradi-

tion since my administration has been in office of hold-
ing events to recognize the important contributions 
from members of the military. It is important to thank 
both active and retired veterans for the sacrifices they 
have made so that we can live in a free country.

Each year, we hold special events on Memorial 

Day and Veterans Day, complete with patriotic music 
and true American heroes. It’s uplifting to hear from 
military veterans such as General Mize, and we also get 
an excellent turnout from military veterans in the com-
munity.

I am very proud to say that Kenner is a patriotic 
city, and our tributes to the military will continue as 
long as I am mayor.   

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn can be reached at  
468-7240 or by email at kennermayor@kenner.la.us.

Our city will always honor the military
By Ben Zahn – Kenner Mayor

Almost half of 
all fatal pedestrian ac-
cidents and a third of 
fatal bicycle crashes 
happen at dusk when 

daylight-savings time ends and standard time begins. 
On Sunday, November 3, 2019, at 2:00 a.m., it is once 
again time to turn your clocks back one hour.

The end of daylight-savings time and the return 
of standard time means that it will be darker during 
prime travel time in the evening. By taking extra travel  
precautions, like turning on your headlights at dusk,  

 
 
 
you help prevent accidents.

Please review the following guidelines with your 
family, especially teenage drivers. 

Remember to turn on your headlights at dusk so 
you may see and be seen.

Adjust your rearview mirror to the “night” set-
ting to avoid headlight glare from following cars.

Occasionally wipe off your headlights and keep 
your windshield clean on the inside and outside for a 
better view of the road.

Take off your sunglasses at dusk. They tend to 
impair your vision at this time of day.

You should never drive at unsafe speeds, espe-
cially on unlit or winding roads, and when using low 
beams.

Always be courteous when using high beams. Be 
sure that you lower your beams when another car is 
approaching.

Make sure that your children are inside before 
dark. Remind them that motorists driving in the eve-
ning cannot see them.

Consider wearing brightly colored clothes when 
on the street. Darker fall colors make it hard for motor-
ists to see you.

Reflective or fluorescent gear is the safest form of 
protection if you are on the streets after dark.

Always use crosswalks. You are not seen as well 

when you jaywalk or cross the street from between 
parked cars.

These simple tips help save lives. Together, we can 
keep our families safe this winter.   

Kenner Police Chief Michael Glaser can be 
reached by email at kpd@kenner.la.us. Visit the Ken-
ner Police Department website at www.kennerpd.com. 
Download the free Kenner Police Department mobile 
app for both Apple and Android devices and access 
the Kenner Police Department Facebook and Twitter 
pages for the latest updated crime, traffic and other 
law enforcement-related information. 

Standard time safety 
By Michael Glaser – Kenner Police Chief

Police

WWW.RONJEWELERS.COM

4103 Williams Blvd. 
Kenner LA 70065 

504-405-5121

REGISTER IN STORE
NOVEMBER 15 & 16

10 AM -7 PM

WIN
$7500

No Running, No Sweating!

Sip & Sit
It's your time to shine!

Diamond Ring

nd

Business Recognition
Ribbon Cutting

by
THE MAYOR

Ben Zahn
NOVEMBER 15  10AM

Bring FOOD CANS , 2 or 3
IF YOU CAN!

WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED ON NOV 15TH

PROUD SPONSOR OF City of Kenner “Food Donation Drive”

Government
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Government

MCKENZIE’S TREE SERVICE
Arborist • General Contractor License • Military & Family Owned

Fully Insured

456-1300

FREE ESTIMATES
             Cell 432-3548

Hurricane season 
is here! All trees should 
be trimmed for safety!
      No job too big or too small!

Tree trimming & removal 
Fencing

Stump grinding

Construction
Hedging

All landscape needs
Dirt spreading

Kenner Food Bank helps everyone, especially 
needs donations during holidays
By Chavonne Thompson – Kenner Citizens Services Director

At the Department of Citizens Services Kenner 
Food Bank, our mission is to help the fight against hun-
ger by ensuring that families, the elderly and the home-
less in need of our help will receive it.

We understand that the rising cost of food, housing 
and utilities, coupled with high unemployment and low-
wage jobs have increased the need for food assistance. 
When bills become overwhelming and impossible deci-
sions have to be made, grocery lists are often cut first, 
which means meals are skipped. Parents go without to 
make sure that their children are fed. At the Kenner 
Food Bank, it does not matter who you are. Our belief is 
that no person in the city of Kenner should go hungry. We 
are here to help.

The Kenner Food Bank receives weekly deliver-
ies from Second Harvest and other community partners 
such as local churches, businesses, schools, civic groups 
and concerned families. These groups and individuals 
help keep the food bank stocked. Many Kenner families, 
recognizing the crucial role that the food bank plays in 
the community, contribute to the food bank year-round. 
They bring checks, money orders or non-perishables 
items to the food bank. We appreciate all the support we 
get from the community. It is obvious that Kenner really 
cares.

We also appreciate the support and encouragement 
from Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn and the administration to 
help as many people as possible, particularly during the 
holiday season. We expect to provide Thanksgiving bas-
kets for about 750 Kenner families this year.

Throughout the year, eligible people receive one 
to three boxes of food weighing 30 to 40 pounds once a 

month, according to family size. In 2018, the food bank 
fed 5,038 families. So far this year, the food bank has al-
ready serviced 4,919 families. To receive assistance from 
the food bank, the United States Department of Agricul-
ture and Second Harvest require that a family’s income 
cannot exceed the limits established by the USDA for the 
respective family size limits. Anyone interested in apply-
ing for assistance will find an application on the city’s 
website, www.kenner.la.us. In addition, applications are 
located at the Kenner Food Bank.

If you are interested in donating to the Kenner 
Food Bank, checks or money orders can be made pay-
able to the Kenner Food Bank and mailed or dropped off 
at 317 Oxley Street in Rivertown. Food donations can be 
delivered to the food bank, from 9:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. 
For more information, please call 468-7204.   

Chavonne Thompson is the director of Kenner Cit-
izens Services, located at 317 Oxley Street in Kenner’s 
Rivertown. Thompson can be reached at 468-7220 or at 
cthompson@kenner.la.us.

Veterans Day ceremony to be held in Kenner
The city of Kenner will hold a Veterans Day cer-

emony to honor all those – present and past – who have 
served our country. The ceremony will be held at 10:00 
a.m. on Thursday, November 7, 2019, in Veterans Park, 
located behind the Kenner City Hall complex at 1801 Wil-
liams Boulevard and is open to the public.

The keynote speaker is Major General David M. 
Mize, retired from the U.S. Marine Corps. General Mize 
was stationed in Asia, Europe and all across the U.S. dur-
ing his 34-year career, his assignments including oversee-
ing the U.S. Marine Corp Reserve, with more than 185 

facilities in the country, $25 billion in assets and a yearly 
combined budget of more than $500 million. His last ac-
tive duty position was Commanding General of Marine 
Corps Base, Camp Lejeune. He moved to New Orleans 
after retiring in 2003 and has been active in community 
and civic organizations. He and his wife, Jane, live in the 
Garden District.

The ceremony, hosted by Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn, 
will include J.T. Curtis, headmaster of John Curtis Chris-
tian School and patriotic music provided by the John 
Curtis Christian School Colonial Regiment Band.   

Westgate drainage improvements project 
completed

On October 15, 2019, Jefferson Parish District 4 
Councilman Dominick F. Impastato III, Jefferson Parish 
President Michael S. Yenni and Jefferson Parish officials 
attended a ribbon cutting ceremony for the completion 
of the Westgate Subdivision Drainage Improvements 
Project.

The project consists of installing two additional 
electric 30 CFS pumps with electric motors located on 
the West Napoleon Canal at Massachusetts Avenue and 
Mississippi Avenue. A backup generator was installed 
which will power both pumps in the event of a power 
failure.

Subsurface drainage installed along Westgate 
Street between Massachusetts Avenue and Michigan 

Avenue and Mississippi Avenue to Missouri Avenue will 
assist in getting more water to the pump stations.

“I would like to thank the residents for their pa-
tience while construction took place for the two new 
pump stations,” said Councilman Impastato. “This was 
a much-needed drainage project to alleviate flooding 
and will make significant and positive impact for the 
many residents who live near and along West Napoleon 
Avenue.”

The project was designed by All South Consulting 
Engineers and Rahman and Associates and the work 
was performed by Command Construction. The project 
cost $3,737,442.13 and was funded by Jefferson Parish 
Department of Drainage Capital funds.   
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See why State Farm® insures more 
drivers than GEICO and Progressive 
combined. Great service, plus 
discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, then 
talk to me.

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL1001174.1

Marie Clesi, Agent
2401 Veterans Memorial Blvd
Kenner, LA  70062
Bus: 504-469-1421
marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com

COMPLETE
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL

4400 Wabash Street, Metairie, LA 70001

(504) 888-4941 • fax (504) 888-8120

875-2888

 SABELLA’S
 PLUMBING
        SMALL JOBS

Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Hot Water Heaters

•
Residential Repairs

Servicing Metairie & Kenner

Sammy Sabella
Licensed Master Plumber

Owner/Operated
Over 25 Years

  Parran’s
PO-BOYS

                                 of Kenner

Family owned and operated since 1975

2321 West Esplanade between Power & Williams
M-Th 11-7:30    Fri 11-8:30    Sat 11-8

Come Take A Gravy Bath!

Dine In or Take Out • 305-6422
www.parranspoboys.com
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OFFICIAL ELECTION DAY BALLOT
November 16, 2019 - Jefferson Parish

K001 thru K013A, K014 thru K020, K025, K027 thru K030, K034, K035

Kenner voters to go to polls in general election November 16
The gubernatorial general election will be held on Saturday, November 

16, 2019, from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. Early voting begins Saturday, Novem-
ber 2 through Saturday, November 9, excluding Sunday, November 3, and is 
held from 8:30 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. each day. The Jefferson Parish Registrar of 
Voters office has three early voting locations – in Kenner’s Rivertown at 408 
Minor Street, on the Eastbank at the Joseph S. Yenni Building and on the 
Westbank at the Charles B. Odom, Sr. Service Center.

All Kenner voters will have the races for governor, secretary of state and 
associate justice in the 1st Supreme Court District on their ballot.

Incumbent Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards will face challenger 
“Eddie” Rispone in a runoff election.

“Gwen” Collins-Greenup is challenging incumbent Kyle Ardoin in a run-
off for secretary of state.

In a special runoff election for associate justice in the Supreme Court 

District 1, “Will” Crain is facing Hans Liljeberg to replace the seat vacated by 
Greg Guidry. Guidry was appointed to the federal bench this summer.

A new Jefferson Parish District 3 councilman will be elected in a runoff 
election to replace Mark Spears, who is term-limited. Byron Lee and Derrick 
Shephard are on the ballot for Kenner precincts K013B, K021 through K24, 
K26, K31 and K33.

To find what Kenner precinct you live in, visit the Louisiana Secretary of 
State’s website, www.sos.la.gov, click on the “Elections and Voting” tab, click 
on “Vote” in the left column, then scroll down and click on the blue “voter 
precinct” link and follow the prompts.

To view your ballot, go to www.sos.la.gov and click on “Elections and 
Voting” and select “Get Election Information.” Voters can visit the Louisiana 
Secretary of State Voter Portal at www.geauxvote.com to find important in-
formation about voter registration, voting and elections.   

SAMPLE BALLOT
OFFICIAL ELECTION DAY BALLOT

NOVEMBER 16, 2019 — JEFFERSON PARISH
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See Instructions

in Lower Right Corner
Wds./Dists./Pcts.  001 thru 023, 029, 031, 032, 033, 035 thru 038, 040, 041, 043, 051 thru 059, 070, 071, 073 thru 103, 
198, 199, K001 thru K013A, K014 thru K020, K025, K027 thru K030, K034, K035

Machine Certified for Use in This State and

Official Ballot Prepared and Certified by

R. KYLE ARDOIN
Secretary of State
State of Louisiana

INSTRUCTIONS FOR VOTING
Press the box to the right of the candidate of your choice or YES or NO
question; a green     will appear to the left of the box indicating your selection.

To change a selection, press the box  again. The green     will disappear and
you may make a new selection.

Make ALL selections, then press the button located in the
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Household hazardous materials collection event scheduled
The Jefferson Parish Department of Environmental Affairs, a Keep 

America Beautiful affiliate, is partnering with the city of Gretna, the Jefferson 
Parish Sheriff’s Office, the Gretna Police Department, OMI Environmental So-
lutions, the Capital Area Corporate Recycling Council (CACRC) and the Jef-
ferson Parish Department of General Services, to collect household hazardous 
materials (HHM) and electronics from Jefferson Parish residents.

The household hazardous materials collection event is open to Jeffer-
son Parish residents only and will take place on Saturday, November 9, 2019, 
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and noon. The collection site is in the parking 
lot adjacent to Second Parish Court, located at 100 Huey P. Long Avenue in 
Gretna. Residents should enter on Derbigny Street and exit along Huey P. Long 
Avenue.

Every year Keep America Beautiful organizes local affiliate participation 
in America Recycles Day during the week of November 15, 2019. Jefferson Par-
ish is one of over 600 affiliates participating in this national event that targets 
waste reduction, recycling and other community environmental endeavors.

HHM are leftover household products that contain corrosive, toxic, ig-
nitable or reactive ingredients. Products such as paints, common household 
cleaners, oils, batteries and pesticides that contain potentially hazardous in-
gredients require special care when you dispose of them.

The improper disposal of HHM can include pouring waste down the 
drain, on the ground, into storm drains, or in some cases, putting it out with 
the trash. The dangers of such disposal methods might not be immediately ob-
vious, but improper disposal pollutes the environment and may pose a threat 
to human health. To address the issue of improper disposal, the Jefferson Par-
ish Department of Environmental Affairs offers twice-yearly collection of these 
hazardous materials.
Items accepted

Mercury-containing equipment: Thermostats, thermometers, elemen-
tal mercury.

Paint: Latex coatings, oil paint, varnishes, wood preservers.

Lawn and garden products: Pesticides, herbicides, fungicides, fertil-
izers, bug sprays.

Household cleaning products: Cleaning solvents, corrosive cleaners, 
oven cleaners, drain cleaners, disinfectants, degreasers.

Household chemicals: Pool chemicals, photo chemicals.
Lighting components: Ballasts, fluorescent and neon light bulbs and 

tubes.
Small arms ammunition, pyrotechnics and safety equipment: Rifle 

and pistol cartridges, shotgun shells, fireworks, fire extinguishers.
Electronic waste: Computers, LCD monitors, printers, radios, camcord-

ers, VCRs, CD players, DVD players, MP3 players, telephones, stereos, Xboxes, 
PlayStation and Wii gaming systems, digital cameras and digital video cam-
eras, digital picture frames, portable navigation and GPS devices (Garmin, 
Magellan, Tom-Tom), fax machines, circuit boards (of any type), processors, 
uninterruptible power supplies (UPS), toner cartridges, ink jet cartridges, 
televisions, CRT monitors, noncommercial copy machines, printers, power 
tools.

Automotive waste: Motor oil, antifreeze, gasoline, automotive fluids, car 
batteries.
Items not accepted

Nonresidential waste of any kind.
Medical waste or medicines of any kind.
Propane tanks.
Weapons and explosives (guns, hand grenades, dynamite, etc.).
Styrofoam, including packing peanuts.
School lab waste.
Paper, cardboard, tin aluminum cans, plastics (Should be placed in resi-

dent’s curbside recycling bin).
For additional information, contact Michael Lockwood, Jefferson Parish 

Department of Environmental Affairs Department Director, at 731-4612.   
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Banking

Innovative  
cancer care, 

close to home.

How we care for our patients:

 • Multidisciplinary approach to care, with many 
  appointments on the same day

 • We treat the whole patient, not just  
  the disease

200 W. Esplanade Ave  |  Kenner, LA 70065

Visit Ochnser.org/schedule  
or call 504.443.9500

We do more than just offer advanced, innovative 
cancer treatments. We ensure our patients 
receive compassionate, personalized care 
throughout their journey from a collaborative 
team of experts, including physicians, nurses, 
social workers, researchers and more.

Specialties include Hematology, Neuroendocrine 
Tumors, Infusion, Interventional Radiology, and 
Advanced Imaging.

Zero is an in-
teresting number. It 
might also be a very 
nice number, as in 

“you owe zero.” In other 
circumstances, it could be a problem, as in “your bank 
balance is zero.”

Recently interest rates in Europe have reached 
zero for most consumer deposits. This means that you 
can expect to receive no interest on your bank deposit. 
It is very hard to save for retirement or anything else 
when you do not get any help from interest compound-
ing over the years.

The situation in the government bond market is 
even worse. If you buy a German or Swiss government 
bond, you will receive negative interest. This means 
that you will receive less money than what you de-
posited when you bond matures. Imagine depositing 
$1,000 and in seven years receiving $997 back when 
you your bond matures.

This phenomenon extends to business deposits 
as well. European banks charge their business custom-
ers a fee to hold their money. In a case like this, you 
might wonder why anyone would deposit money. Why 
not just keep the cash on hand? The answer is that 
cash on hand presents a security problem. It is also 
difficult to put that much money in a safety deposit 
box, since currency is bulky. In addition, the European 
authorities make hoarding cash difficult.

The European Union once issued notes in de-
nominations up to $1,000. Now the largest denomina-
tion note is $200. In addition, the European Union is 
removing the larger notes from circulation and will at 
some point set an expiration date for the larger bills.

You may also wonder why the Europeans would 
reduce rates to such low levels. The answer is that 

Europe never fully recovered from the financial crisis. 
Unemployment is still relatively high and growth has 
been very slow.

The normal economic tools to increase growth 
and reduce unemployment are lower interest rates, 
lower taxes, reduced regulation or increased govern-
ment spending. Because of European Union rules, 
increased deficit spending, lower taxes and reduced 
regulation are all off the table. With only one option, 
the European Union has pushed interest rates to his-
toric lows. Unfortunately for them and for us, this one-
dimensional recovery plan has not worked as intended. 
Instead, despite extraordinarily low interest rates 
Europeans are reducing their spending causing their 
economies to slide into recession.

While we are sympathetic to the Europeans, 
this situation is not just unfortunate for them. The 
low European rates mean that our rates must also be 
low. The reason for this is that if Europeans can hedge 
their currency risk and buy United States Treasuries at 
better rates than Euro government bonds, they will in-
vest here. This effectively puts a cap on United States 
government rates at about 2.5 above the equivalent 
European rate.

Borrowers are of course very happy to see these 
low rates but savers are not. The likely next step for 
Europe is even lower rates, so we can expect to see 
consumer rates decline again in December.

Stay tuned and keep an eye on Europe. It is a 
global economic system now and what happens in the 
rest of the world affects us as well.  

Guy Williams is president and chief executive 
officer of Gulf Coast Bank and Trust Company. Their 
Kenner branch office is located at 3410 Williams Bou-
levard. Marcel Gonzalez, vice-president and branch 
manager can be contacted at 565-3656. Brian Behlar, 
vice president and commercial lender, can be con-
tacted at 565-3661. Visit Gulf Coast Bank and Trust’s 
website at www.gulfbank.com.

Zero
By Guy Williams

Groundbreaking held in Kenner for I-10/Loyola 
Drive interchange to airport

Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn, State Rep. Joe Stagni, 
State Sen. Gary Smith, Jefferson Parish President 
Michael Yenni, John Pourciau, Chief of Staff for New 
Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell and Airport Director 
Kevin Dolliole were featured speakers at the Octo-
ber 10, 2019 groundbreaking celebrating the begin-
ning of the $125.6 million airport flyover interstate 
interchange project. The Louisiana Department of 
Transportation and Development (DOTD) held the 
ceremony. The new interchange will improve region-
al traffic flow and will provide direct access between 
I-10 and the new $1.3 billion Louis Armstrong New 
Orleans International Airport North Terminal. New 
flyover ramps from I-10 to Loyola Drive and a recon-
figuration at the intersection of I-10 will be construct-
ed over a period of three years with a completion date 
at the end of 2022.

Kenner Councilmen Mike Sigur, Glenn Hayes, 
George Branigan, Brian Brennan and Tom Willmott 
along with Jefferson Parish Councilman Dominick 
Impastato, State Rep. Stephanie Hilferty and Avia-
tion Board members, Nicky Nicolosi, Gary Smith Sr. 
and Roger Ogden were also in attendance.

The event was led by Gov. John Bel Edwards and 
state DOTD Secretary Shawn Wilson.

The project features a diamond Interchange 
and is just the second of its kind in the state. Gov. 
Edwards described the interchange project as “a very 
big day for Louisiana and for this region.” The notice 
to proceed on the project was issued in August, with 
an estimated completion date in 3 ½ to four years, of-
ficials said.

“This project is vitally important to support the 
future growth of the city of Kenner and the region. 
We’d like to thank Gov. Edwards, Secretary Wilson, 
the Kenner legislative delegation, including Rep. 
Stagni and Sen. Smith, Kenner’s representative on 
the Aviation Board, Nicky Nicolosi, and everyone 
involved in working with Kenner and Jefferson Par-
ish to expedite the project as much as possible,” said 
Mayor Zahn. “Also, thanks for the recently completed 
$6.8 million project designed to improve the ground-
level traffic flow to the new, $1 billion North Terminal 
at Armstrong International Airport, until the flyover 
project is completed.”   

Government
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Thanksgiving is 
almost here. Ideally, this 
holiday should be about 

more than turkey, football, Black Friday and Cyber Mon-
day. After all, the idea behind Thanksgiving is to share what 
we have with our loved ones. But if you want your family to 
take part in your abundance, you will want to look beyond 
one day in November. To help ensure you leave the type of 
legacy you desire, you will need to follow a detailed plan of 
action, including these steps:

Review your estate plans. If you haven’t done so al-
ready, take this opportunity to review your plans for manag-
ing your estate – and if you haven’t yet drawn them up, it’s 
never too soon to start. You may want to work with a legal 
professional to create a will, living trust and other docu-
ments essential to your plan.

Preserve your financial independence. If your fi-
nancial independence were to be jeopardized, your adult 
children might be forced to use their own resources to help 
support you – an outcome you obviously would never want. 
How can you protect yourself and your financial assets? For 
one thing, it’s a good idea to work with your legal profes-
sional to create a power of attorney, which would enable 
someone – possibly a grown child – to make financial deci-
sions for you, should you become incapacitated. Also, you 
may want to guard yourself against the devastating costs 
of long-term care, such as an extended nursing home stay. 
Consider this: The average annual cost for a private room 
in a nursing home is more than $97,000, according to a 
survey by the insurance company Genworth. Furthermore, 
Medicare typically pays very little for these expenses. Con-
sequently, you may want to consider protecting yourself in 
advance by purchasing long-term care insurance or per-
manent life insurance with a long-term care provision. A 

financial professional can help you evaluate your options 
and recommend which ones might be appropriate for your 
needs.

Share your wishes with your family. It can take 
some time to put your plans in place – and, even then, you 
may need to make changes periodically, based on altered 
circumstances in your life, such as changes in your marital 
status, new family members, new property, etc. In any case, 
as your estate – and legacy-based plans evolve, you’ll want 
to communicate them to your family – because, by doing 
so, you can help spare them some potentially unpleasant 
surprises when it’s time to settle your estate. Also, by mak-
ing your wishes known to your family far ahead of when 
any action needs to be taken, you’ll help prepare the right 
people for the roles you wish them to assume – power of 
attorney, executor of your estate and so on. You’ll also want 
to acquaint your family with the legal, tax and financial 
professionals you’ve selected to work on your estate and 
legacy plans. By introducing these professionals early on, 
you can provide your family members with a greater degree 
of confidence in the overall estate-planning process.

Thanksgiving goes by in a blur. But by taking the 
steps described above, along with others, you can demon-
strate the spirit of sharing with your family for years – and 
possibly generations – to come.   

Christina Sulli Wilson is a financial advisor with Ed-
ward Jones. Wilson’s office is located at 909 West Esplanade, 
Suite 109 in Kenner. Wilson can be reached at 467-3995 or at 
Christina.Wilson@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, its em-
ployees and financial advisors cannot provide tax or legal 
advice. Consult an attorney or qualified tax advisor for advice.

Share your financial abundance 
with your family 
By Christina Sulli Wilson

Many people plan 
to build their net worth 
by buying CDs or stocks 
or just having a savings 

account. Recently, however, Economist Jonathan Egg-
leston and Survey Statistician Donald Hays, both of the 
U.S. Census Bureau, shared the biggest determinants of 
wealth – the biggest determinants of household wealth by 
far are owning a home and having a retirement account.

This does not come as a surprise, as we often men-
tion that homeownership can help you to increase your 
family’s wealth. This study reinforces that idea. Net worth 

is an important indicator of economic well-being and pro-
vides insights into a household’s economic health.

Having equity in your home can help your family 
move in that direction, building toward substantial finan-
cial growth. According to the report noted above, people 
are not only creating net worth in the homes they live in, 
but many are also earning equity in rental property in-
vestments, too.

John Paulson, a billionaire hedge fund investor, said 
it well, “If you don’t own a home, buy one. If you own one 
home, buy another one and if you own two homes buy a 
third and lend your relatives the money to buy a home.”

The bottom line is there are financial and non-
financial benefits to owning a home and increasing your 

net worth. Get together with a realtor to learn all the ben-
efits of becoming a homeowner.
Homeowners are happy! Renters? Not so much.

When people talk about homeownership and the 
American Dream, much of the conversation revolves 
around the financial benefits of owning a home. However, 
two recent studies show that the non-financial benefits 
might be even more valuable.

In a recent survey, Bank of America asked home-
owners, “Does owning a home make you happier than 
renting?” Of those responding, 93 percent answered yes, 
while only seven percent said no. The survey also revealed 
that more than 80 percent said they wouldn’t go back to 
renting, 88 percent agreed that buying a home is the best 
decision they have ever made and 79 percent believed 
owning a home has changed them for the better.

Those surveyed talked about the “emotional eq-
uity” that is built through homeownership. The study says 
more than half of current homeowners define a home as 
a place to make memories, compared to 42 percent who 
view a home as a financial investment. Besides build-
ing wealth, the survey also showed that homeownership 
enhances quality of life. Currently 67 percent of current 
homeowners believed their relationships with family and 
loved ones have changed for the better since they bought 
a home, 78 percent are satisfied with the quality of their 
social life, 82 percent of homeowners said they were satis-

fied with the amount of time they spend on their hobbies 
and passions since purchasing a home and 75 percent of 
homeowners pursued new hobbies after buying a home.
Homeowners seem to be very happy. Renters tell a dif-
ferent story.

According to the latest Zillow Housing Aspirations 
Report, 45 percent of renters regret renting rather than 
buying – more than five times the share of homeowners, 
eight percent, who regret buying instead of renting. There 
are the four major reasons people regret renting, accord-
ing to the report. The first is 52 percent regret not being 
able to build equity, 52 percent regret not being able to 
customize or improve their rentals, 50 percent regret that 
the rent is so high and 49 percent regret that they lack 
private outdoor space.

These two studies prove that renting is just not the 
same as owning.

The bottom line is there are both financial and 
non-financial benefits to homeownership. As good as the 
“financial equity” is, it doesn’t compare to the “emotional 
equity” gained through owning your own home.  

Kelly S. Hand, a lifelong resident of Kenner, is a 
realtor at HomeSmart Realty South specializing in resi-
dential property sales and can be reached at 453-0531 or 
kellyhand504@gmail.com. Hand’s office is located at 145 
Harrison Avenue in New Orleans.

Homeownership is the top contributor to your net worth 
By Kelly S. Hand

Finance
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Law

Rideshare compa-
nies like Uber and Lyft 
have become quite pop-
ular in the Greater New 
Orleans area, among 

both tourists and locals alike. Much like taxi and limou-
sine services, these companies provide a great service 
to the public, making transportation convenient and 
safer in many ways by preventing drinking and driving 
and providing access to quick and reliable transporta-
tion. Yet, like any mode of transportation, there are 
risks.

Just by the sheer numbers of these rideshare 
vehicles on the roads, there has been an increase in 
traffic accidents involving rideshare companies. Hope-
fully, your experience with a rideshare company does 
not involve an accident, but if it does, you need to know 
the law.

In 2015, Louisiana Senate Bill 172 was signed into 
law, and eventually became Louisiana Revised Statutes 
(La. R.S.) 45:201.1 through 201.13, otherwise known as 
“The Transportation Network Company Motor Vehicle 
Responsibility Law” which took effect on January 1, 
2016. Most importantly, the law requires rideshare 
companies such as Uber, Lyft and the like to carry in-
surance covering passengers and the general public 
for injuries and other damages sustained in accidents 
involving rideshare vehicles. Under the law, trips are 

broken into two parts – the pre-trip acceptance period 
and the trip acceptance period. The requirements of 
insurance for each part are specifically outlined in La. 
R.S. 45:201.6 and can be summarized as follows:

When a driver is logged into the rideshare app 
but has not yet accepted a ride request, termed the 
“pre-trip acceptance period”, rideshare companies 
must provide $50,000 in bodily injury/death cover-
age per person, $100,000 per incident and $25,000 in 
property damage coverage. This also includes unin-
sured and underinsured motorist (UM) coverage at 
the same limits.

When a driver has accepted a ride request but 
has not yet completed the trip and not dropped off the 
passenger, termed the “trip acceptance period”, ride-
share companies must provide $1 million of coverage 
for bodily injury/death and property damage. This 
also includes UM coverage at the same limits.

It is important to note, there is no requirement 
for rideshare companies to provide coverage if a driver 
is not logged into the app at the time of the accident. 
In this case, the driver’s personal auto insurer should 
provide coverage up to the driver’s personal limits.

Since the timing of the accident is important, the 
law also states in La. R.S. 45:201.9 that the driver of a 
rideshare vehicle involved in an accident shall disclose 
to interested parties and investigating police officers 
whether he was logged into the rideshare app or on a 

prearranged ride at the time of the accident. Further-
more, in La. R.S. 45:201.8, a transportation network 
company and any insurer potentially providing cover-
age must respond with relevant information to a re-
quest for information within 10 days of the request, in-
cluding, among other things, the precise times a driver 
was logged on and off the digital network in the twelve-
hour period prior to the accident and the twelve-hour 
period after the accident, as well as the precise times a 
driver accepted and completed ride requests.

Whether you are the passenger, driver, pedestrian 
or other vehicle in an accident involving a rideshar-
ing company like Uber or Lyft, there are certain legal 
rights and concerns that are essential to the insurance 
claims process. As the rideshare industry and laws are 
relatively new in Louisiana, the insurance concerns 

and other legal issues are still being worked out in the 
legislature and in the courts. Therefore, it is imperative 
that you contact an experienced lawyer to assist you if 
you are ever in an accident involving an Uber or Lyft 
vehicle.

This information has been provided for informa-
tional purposes only and is not intended and should not 
be construed to constitute legal advice.     

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr., a member of the Louisiana 
State Bar, is a lifelong Kenner resident, practicing at-
torney and owner of Rivertown Law Center, L.L.C., lo-
cated at 1824 Williams Boulevard, Suite C in Kenner. 
Motor vehicle accidents, personal injuries, maritime 
and traffic violations are Rinck’s primary areas of 
practice. Rinck can be reached at 704-1194 or info@
rivertownlaw.com

In an accident involving an Uber or Lyft vehicle? Here’s what you should know 
By Dennis E. Rinck, Jr.

Child identity theft: A hidden but 
real danger
By Marie M. Clesi

Thieves use chil-
dren’s information for 
credit fraud, so don’t 

let it go undiscovered.
Chances are you shred or secure any paper-

work that contains personally identifying informa-
tion, such as your Social Security number or birth 
date. But do you do the same for your children?

You ought to. The Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) estimates that at least six percent of all iden-
tity theft cases involve children. Youngsters’ personal 
information is appealing to thieves who can use it to 
build a clean credit profile where one doesn’t cur-
rently exist. Another reason: It takes longer to get 
caught.

Adults may be actively involved in the credit 
world, checking statements and scores, but “parents 
aren’t checking their children’s credit, so thieves 
can do more damage over an extended amount of 
time,” says Eva Velasquez, president and chief execu-
tive officer of the Identity Theft Resource Center, an 
organization dedicated to educating consumers and 
assisting victims.

The good news is, with a few simple steps, you 
can better safeguard your children’s personal infor-
mation and pursue any problems on their behalf.
Ask questions

Many schools and extracurricular programs 
ask for kids’ Social Security numbers and other per-
sonally identifying information in order for them to 
participate. Ask why they need this information and 
whether it’s mandatory. If it’s indeed required, “ask 
them how they will keep the information secure,” 
advises Velasquez. Then determine whether you’re 
comfortable with that level of protection.

Know warning signs
“If you’re receiving mail in your child’s name that 

would typically be for adults only, that’s a red flag,” says 
Velasquez. Warning signs include collection notices, 
bills or new credit cards, traffic violation warrants and 
jury summons.
Don’t request credit reports

Resist the temptation to check for a credit report 
in your child’s name as a preventive measure unless you 
have a strong suspicion or know for certain that your 
child’s identity has been compromised. “If your child 
doesn’t have a credit file – and they shouldn’t – you 
could actually open one up accidentally by checking it, 
says Velasquez.”
Take action

If you suspect fraud – or can confirm it – contact 
the Identity Theft Resource Center immediately, toll-
free at 888-400-5530. They’ll listen to your concerns 
and work with you on the next steps. You’ll also want 
to contact the FTC to get help measuring the scope of 
the problem and then file a report with your local police 
department.
Promote privacy

It’s important to teach children the importance 
of protecting their own personal information so they 
don’t set themselves up to be victimized. Velasquez rec-
ommends teens and parents check out ConnectSafely, 
an online resource that offers tips for safeguarding your 
information online.  

Marie M. Clesi is the owner of Marie Clesi Insurance 
Agency, Inc. Clesi, a Kenner resident and a State Farm agent, 
is a Chartered Property Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) pro-
viding auto, home, renters, life, business and health insur-
ance along with financial services. Clesi’s office is located 
at 2401 Veterans Boulevard, Suite 7, in Kenner. Clesi can be 
contacted at 469-1421 or marie.clesi.b270@statefarm.com. 
Visit Clesi’s website at www.marieclesi.net. Neither State 
Farm nor its agents provide tax or legal advice.

Insurance

Monday - Thursday • 7 am - 6 pm
Friday and Saturday • 7 am - 7 pm

Sunday • 8 am - 5 pm

                Open Thanksgiving Day
                                Until Noon
                Open Thanksgiving Day                Open Thanksgiving Day                Open Thanksgiving Day                Open Thanksgiving Day
                                Until Noon                                Until Noon

2151 Williams Blvd. (RIGHT BEHIND CAR WASH)
      469-3503 • www.theicehousekenner.com
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You can't predict the 
future, so plan for it. 

Christina S Wilson 
Financial Advisor

909 W Esplanade Ave Suite 109

 
Kenner, LA 70065 
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Easy

Bar & � i� 
� ive � ru Service!

Daiquiri Run on 61
266-2472• 4337 Airline Drive • Metairie

Daily lunch specials!
-- Food Delivery --

Uber Eats  •  DoorDash  •  Waitr

Happy Hour 
MON-FRI 11 AM TO 6 PMMON-FRI 11 AM TO 6 PMAdam Pearce

Solo Acoustic Performance

Saturday November 2nd

SHOW STARTS AT 9PM

Sunday Gallon 

Specials 

 $19

Best Burgers in Town!

Not valid 
holidays or 

special events

Karaoke
Nov. 1, 9, 15, 16, 23, 30

WE ARE NOW SERVING

EGG NOG DAIQUIRI

It’s that time of 
year again when we all 
come together to enjoy 
pumpkins, turkey, holi-
day decorations and of 

course – the flu season. While the peak is usually De-
cember through February, it’s always the right time 
to talk about the importance of avoiding the flu. Let’s 
take a moment to talk about the truth and myths of 
the flu vaccine.
Myth #1: The flu vaccine gives you the flu.

Wrong! The flu shot does not cause the flu.

 
 
 
 
Flu vaccines are made from inactivated (or killed) 
viruses that can’t transmit infection. There are a few 
common side effects after getting the flu shot includ-
ing soreness where you get the shot, mild body aches 
and low-grade fever.
Myth #2: The flu vaccine isn’t effective.

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and 
other organizations develop the flu vaccine every 
year and make changes based on how the virus has 
changed. According to the CDC, recent studies show 
vaccination can reduce the risk of getting the flu by 
50 to 60 percent in the general population.

Myth #3: I don’t need a flu vaccine every year.
It’s important to get your flu shot every year. 

Influenza is still in the top 10 causes of death every 
year in the US! Flu season typically starts in October 
and lasts through April. Getting your annual flu shot 
not only provides you with protection, it also helps to 
protect those who are at higher risk such as babies 
who are too young to get the vaccine and the elderly. 
The CDC recommends getting the flu shot every year 
for everyone six months and older. It’s important to 
remember that there is no immediate protection 
from the virus; the flu shot takes about two weeks to 
become effective.
Protect yourself

In addition to getting your flu shot, here are 
some every day preventative actions to stop the 
spread of germs:

Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
Stay home when you are sick.
Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue 

when you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the 
trash after you use it.

Wash your hands often with soap and water. If 

soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-
based hand sanitizer.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. 
Germs spread this way.

Some flu seasons are more severe than others. 
The CDC posts regular updates about flu season – in-
cluding a flu activity map broken down by state – on 
its website www.cdc.gov/flu.   

Dr. N. Vince Hill received his undergraduate 
degree from University of Delaware and medical 
degree from University of Maryland in Baltimore 
and completed his internship and residency at 
Georgetown University in Washington in both in-
ternal medicine and pediatrics and is qualified to 
see all ages including children and adults. Dr. Hill 
has special clinical interest in weight loss, smoking 
cessation and care of children with complex medi-
cal histories. To schedule an appointment with Dr. 
Hill at Ochsner Health Center-Driftwood, located at 
2120 Driftwood Boulevard, call 443-9500. Visit www.
ochsner.org/flu for more tips about how to prepare 
for flu season.

Busting flu season myths
By N. Vince Hill, M.D.

Most people are 
familiar with dry nee-
dling, a practice per-
formed by a trained 
physical therapist 
on aggravated areas 

of the muscle tissues called trigger points that are 
located in taut bands of muscle tissue. This form of 
treatment is especially effective on those who suffer 
from long-term pain and have tried other methods 
like routine stretching and strengthening.

By decreasing trigger points in the muscle with 
dry needles (meaning there is nothing being injected 
into the body but the needles themselves), evidence 
has shown this therapeutic practice helps to relieve 
pain, spasms and tightness built up in the skeletal 
muscles. When targeted for treating lower back pain, 
usually integrated with other forms of treatment, this 
can be a true game-changer.

From the first dry needling treatment, relief can 
be expected to last from a few days to weeks, given 
the individual’s history. As treatments increase, the 
therapeutic effects endure over a greater period than 
previous treatments. In other words, dry needling can 
be extremely effective when done over a short period 
of time rather than one treatment here when pain be-
comes at its worst and then another at random when 
its attention calls out again.

Chronic low back pain is a common condition 
and what actually causes this to develop is overuse 
of the back muscles in a prolonged or inappropriate 
way, mainly due to weakened core strength. The back 
muscles reach an energy crisis of a sort where the 
muscle fibers aren’t getting an adequate amount of 
blood supply. This means, there’s not enough oxygen 
and nutrients reaching the area for healing to take 

place, so the muscle becomes acidic and the nerves 
are sensitized. This explains the pain and soreness 
symptoms experienced.

The needle stimulates the muscle at their trig-
ger points allowing for more blood to reach the area 
and tension to be released. The goal of dry needling 
is to create a twitch response in the muscle, mean-
ing a nerve impulse that travels to the spine and back, 
changing the physiology of the muscle membrane 
and tissue. Patients with low back pain usually find 
significant relief because when the needle is put di-
rectly into the trigger point, it releases the tension in 
the tight bands of muscle in the back and spine so it 
can stretch and contract with more ease.

The results are decreased strain in the muscles 
and spine, improved stimulation of blood flow and oxy-
gen and increased strength in the muscle. Besides low 
back pain, treatments are effective for sciatica, plan-
tar fasciitis, knee pain, rotator cuff syndrome and oth-
er muscle strains. Effective treatments are commonly 
supplemented with other forms of physical therapy 
and by seeking help from a trained therapist, you can 
expect to benefit from a customized treatment plan 
that may include the option for dry needling upon 
your initial assessment.     

Craig Goodwin, physical therapist, is president 
of Kenner Orthopedic and Sports Therapy located at 
3921 Williams Boulevard in Kenner and at two other 
locations in Metairie and on the West Bank. Goodwin 
graduated from LSU Medical School Department of 
Allied Health Department of Physical Therapy in 1987. 
The professionals at Kenner Orthopedic and Sports 
Therapy can be contacted via email at kennerortho@
gmail.com or by visiting www.orthosportstherapy.com. 
Alexandra Goodwin is co-author and contributing 
writer to the Kenner Orthopedic column.

Dry needling relief for lower back pain 
By Craig Goodwin

CITY OF KENNER
   Council Meeting Schedule

First Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m.
Third Friday of each month at 11:00 a.m.
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Airport

Sports

It has been quite 
an offseason for the New 
Orleans Pelicans. Talk 
about a prolonged win 
streak!

The arrival of David Griffin presented New Orleans 
with a proven winner, a man who has been part of out-
standing teams and an NBA championship.

Then came the memorable NBA Draft night and 
Zion Williamson falling into the lap of the Pelicans as the 
Good Lord looked out for our city and team once again.

A good trade to erase a bad season and bad mem-
ory of Anthony Davis brought a sizeable, quantifiable re-
turn of talent. Signing J.J. Redick, a proven sharpshooter 
helped. Acquiring Derrick Favors was important.

Then, the preseason arrived and New Orleans won 
every game it played. In the process, a host of players 
looked quite good, most notably, Williamson. The young 
man-child looked the part of being all man, no child, in a 
dominant, impressive run of performances.

The stage was set.
Then, Williamson exited stage left, the victim of 

torn meniscus in his right knee. The initial thought pro-
cess was that he would rehab the knee and perhaps miss 
two to three weeks. The stoic, startling prognosis stung.

Of course, it is far better to arrest the bad devel-
opment fully then to kick the can down the road with a 
temporary fix.

Now, the incredible anticipation and excitement 
surrounding Williamson will have to wait.

New Orleans has 30 games televised, in some ca-
pacity, outside of their local originations this season. That 
was all about Williamson. Make no mistake about that.

A massive amount of tickets was sold. That was all 
about Williamson. Make no mistake about that. The hype 
machine for the Pelicans was ticking in full. It was hard 
to turn on television and not hear about Williamson for 
more than a day or two. He is that type of person and that 
type of freakish talent.

The concern is his long-term health.
At Duke, he blew a shoe and flew the coup for a 

few weeks with a knee problem. He was shut down in 
the Summer League after just one game with health con-
cerns, though cautionary.

Now, the other knee is an issue.
Social media exploded about Williamson perhaps 

having chronic health problems, with the ominous name 
of Greg Oden appearing frequently as a comparison. That 
is a dreaded thought and prognosis. I am here to strongly 
encourage others to perish that thought process.

Of course, I have no way of knowing if Williamson 
will overcome this injury and remain healthy for a long 
period of time but he is a young man of character who 
burns to succeed. The naysayers will point to his body 

type as a load to carry on his knees and ankles. Still, it is 
unfair to say that he may incur injuries regularly.

Now, the Pelicans must mitigate the damage in the 
very tough Western conference. Fortunately, there is an 
abundance of young talent on hand, led by the veteran 
presence of Jrue Holiday, Favors and Redick.

Brandon Ingram can get his shot on just about any-
one in the league and he can score. Lonzo Ball can run 
the floor, sees the floor well and can distribute the ball 
with the best of them. If he can improve his shooting just 
a bit, he can be a truly outstanding player. Nickeil Alex-
ander-Walker is a long, intriguing player who is confident, 
can distribute the ball and can score it. Frank Jackson is 
healthy and is a very good athlete. If his shot improves, 
he can be a huge asset. Josh Hart is a solid option off the 
bench with solid experience. Jahlil Okafor provides size 
and a low-post game off the bench at center while Ken-
rich Williams proved he can play in the league a year ago. 
E’Twaun Moore is a good scoring option off the bench. 
Nicolo Melli is a big body and a proven talent at the in-
ternational level. Josh Gray has the ability to contribute 
as well. Zylon Cheatham is a good athlete. Jaxson Hayes 
can run the floor with any big man in the league. He is a 
superb athlete who can block and affect shots as well as 
he grows into his body and develops an offensive game.

The trick for Alvin Gentry will be finding a solid 
nine or ten-man rotation. He truly has 12 players who can 
play and contribute on a nightly basis and two or three 
others who could do the job, if called upon as well.

The suspicion is that early on, Gentry will use a lot 
of different combinations while searching for chemistry 
among his capable roster. It is the deepest roster New 
Orleans has had since the franchise relocated here from 
Charlotte. It may well be the deepest roster Gentry has 
ever had in his NBA career.

He will not be able to keep everyone happy. Every-
one wants minutes. It will all sort itself out.

Regardless of who plays, look for this team to play 
at a breakneck pace, getting up and down the floor per-
haps faster than any other team in the league and rank-
ing among the top scoring teams in the league.

The challenge will be on the opposite end of the 
floor with Holiday hopefully setting the example with his 
superb effort and execution defensively.

Meanwhile, the wait for Zion is on.
The Pelicans have their prime example to lean 

on in their brethren, the New Orleans Saints. The NFL 
squad had to do without Drew Brees for over a month. 
The Pelicans will do the same with Williamson.

The Saints handled it in fabulous fashion.
While no one expects the Pelicans to live up to that 

lofty status, there is still reason for optimism that this 
team will compete well without its young lion.

Don’t sell your tickets. Show up at Smoothie King 
Center. I have the feeling that you are going to like what 
you see.   

Ken Trahan serves as owner and chief executive 
officer of CrescentCitySports.com and as sports direc-
tor of WGSO, 990 AM. Trahan hosts sports talk shows 
nightly as well as “Ken Trahan’s Original Prep Report” 
on Friday nights during the football season and “The 
Three Tailgaters Show” with Ed Daniels and Rick 
Gaille Saturday mornings from 10:00 a.m. until noon. 

Trahan is the general manager of the Saints Hall of 
Fame Museum in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome and 
does morning sports for all four Cumulus radio sta-
tions in the New Orleans area. Trahan serves as the 
president of Joyful Noise Ministries and works with 
Life Resources Ministries.

Pelicans spirits dampened without Zion but still reason for optimism
By Ken Trahan

• Motor Vehicle Accidents
• Personal Injury
•  Admiralty &  

Maritime
• Traffic Tickets
• Notary Public

Free Consultation
Let us help you!

Dennis E. Rinck, Jr. - Attorney,  
Tiffany Callaghan - Office Manager/Paralegal,  

Bianca Rios - Legal Assistant, 
Jose Martinez - Legal Assistant

1824 Williams Blvd., Ste. C • Kenner, LA 70062
Corner of Williams & W. Metairie across from Kenner City Hall

Airport runway to close temporarily for 
scheduled maintenance

Since October 21 through November 3, 2019, 
the Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Air-
port (MSY) will close one of the two runways that it 
maintains for flight operations. The North/South run-
way (Runway 2/20) will close to allow contractors to 
conduct pavement maintenance. All aircraft arriving 
and departing from MSY will use the airport’s longest 
runway (Runway 11/29) during this time period.

Local businesses and residences in certain parts 
of Kenner and the surrounding areas may experience 
an increase in aircraft noise during the temporary 
runway closure period. If the work is completed ear-
lier than the announced schedule, normal aircraft 
arrival and departure patterns on both runways will 
resume. This temporary runway closure will not im-
pact any airline operations or flight schedules.    

3540 S I-10 Service Rd. W, Ste. 300
Metairie, LA 70001

Cell 504.250.1610
Office 504.883.5252

Fax 504.883.5172
dkorn504@gmail.com

Danielle Korndorffer
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$556,000
86 Victoria Lane, Mandeville

$99,000
121 Oak Avenue 

Nine Mile Point, New Orleans 

$4,000
Lots 13-24 Colorado Street

$619,000
77 Chateau Palmer Street 

Kenner

SALE PENDING

COMMERCIAL LEASE

$449,900
73 Chateau Du Lac Street 
Chateau Estates, Kenner 
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Jefferson Parish Schools students graduate career-ready; earn nearly 3,000 more 
industry credentials in 2019
By Cade Brumley, Ph.D.– Jefferson Parish School System Superintendent

In Jefferson Par-
ish Schools, we exist to 

provide the education our students deserve to succeed 
in life and make our world a better place. To keep that 
promise to our children, it’s not enough that they sim-
ply graduate from high school. They must do so ready 
for a career or college.

I’m proud to report that the class of 2019 saw a 
62% jump in the number of career and technical edu-
cation (CTE) credentials earned by our students. The 
class of 2019 earned 7,444 credentials compared with 
the class of 2018 who earned 4,578. These industry cre-
dentials certify that our kids have the skills to enter 
the workforce in a variety of fields.

This remarkable increase does more than  

 
 
 
just put us over halfway to our goal of doubling the  
number of CTE credentials our kids earn by 2024. It 
means that more of our students are graduating high 
school prepared to take that next step in life.

It’s my opinion that career and technical educa-
tion has gotten a bad rap over the years. If you think 
CTE is “just an easier way to graduate for kids who 
can’t go to college,” then you need to take another look. 
Regardless of their path after high school, CTE is for 
all students. Not only are more of our students earning 
industry based credentials through our CTE program, 
they are earning them in high-demand, high wage 
fields like engineering, medical, automotive, computer 
technology and digital media.

With the help of leaders in business and  

 
 
 
industry, we’re continuously auditing our CTE pro-
grams to make sure we’re focused on the career fields 
and the high-need skills that are in-demand. As indus-
tries evolve and job markets shift, we are making sure 
what our students learn reflects those realties.

Our strong ties with local professionals have led 
to paid internships for our students. Many of our CTE 
students have jobs waiting on them after graduation 

– and even before – thanks to the industry based cre-
dentials they are earning in our schools.

And most importantly, these credentials serve as 
a bridge to even greater opportunities for our students 
after they graduate. We’re working with industry pro-
fessionals to make sure the credentials our students 
earn serve as the foundational first step to advance 

their skills in college or a trade school.
By the end of next year, nearly six in every 10 

jobs will require some type of education beyond a 
high school diploma. The work we’re doing to enhance 
career and technical education in Jefferson Parish 
Schools will ensure our students are prepared to excel 
in the high-demand, high-wage jobs that will move our 
community forward.   

Dr. Cade Brumley is superintendent of the Jef-
ferson Parish School System, the largest and most 
diverse district in Louisiana, serving around 50,000 
students. Dr. Brumley is a true product of the public 
school system, educated in Louisiana public schools 
and spending his entire career serving children 
and families as a public school employee. Follow Dr. 
Brumley on Twitter at @cadebrumley.

Jefferson Parish Schools announce principals of the year
Jefferson Parish Schools named its district win-

ners for the Louisiana Department of Education’s 
Principal of the Year.

The following principals are now eligible to be-
come the 2021 Louisiana Principal of the Year. Christi 
Rome from Schneckenburger Elementary School, 
Jason Beber from John Q. Adams Middle School and 
Danielle Yunusah from Riverdale High School.

“These three educators are making gains with 
the teachers and students on their campus,” said JP 

 
 
 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley.” Having 
served as a principal myself, I know the responsi-
bilities they hold and the opportunities they have to 
make lives better for children. I’m proud to have these 
three instructional leaders represent Jefferson Parish 
Schools.” 

In partnership with the Louisiana Association of 
Principals, the Louisiana Department of Education 
annually honors the state’s most exceptional educa-
tors through the Principal of the Year program. The  

 
 
 
Louisiana Principal of the Year awards program pro-
vides an opportunity to acknowledge those educators 
who are making exceptional gains with students.

Schneckenburger Elementary Principal Christi 
Rome is the JP Schools Elementary School 
Principal of the Year. Rome is in her 
fourth year as principal of Schneck-
enburger. Her school has been 
recognized by the Louisiana De-
partment of Education as a high-
poverty, high-performing school 
and a Top Gains honoree for stu-
dent growth.

“The team here at Schneckenburg-
er is outstanding,” said Rome. “We do a lot 
of things with our community. We put kids first.”

Adams Middle Principal Jason Beber is the JP 
Schools Middle School Principal of the Year. Beber is 
in his second year as principal of Adams. He was previ-
ously a principal in St. John the Baptist Parish, where 
he was named their elementary and middle school 
principal of the year in 2017-2018.

“My teachers and staff are always engaged in  

 
conversations about how we can get better for kids 
and the kids are showing that they are motivated and 
want to learn,” said Beber. “This speaks to the team 
that I have here at Adams. Principals need a great 
team to succeed.” 

Riverdale High Principal Danielle Yu-
nusah is the JP Schools High School 

Principal of the Year. Yunusah 
has been the principal at RHS 

for five years. Riverdale High 
is an A-rated school by the 
Louisiana Department of 
Education. Under Yunusah’s 
leadership, Riverdale has 

seen increases in the school’s 
graduation rate, ACT index, col-

lege enrollment and in the number 
of students earning an industry-based 

credential prior to graduation.
“Riverdale High School epitomizes equity in every-

thing we do.” said Yunusah. “We are an open enroll-
ment high school, whose mission is to empower all 
students to achieve excellence. In doing so, we teach 
students to push themselves beyond what they think 
they are capable of accomplishing.”  

JP Schools superintendent hosts coffee chat 
November 7

Jefferson Parish Schools Superintendent Dr. Cade 
Brumley is inviting community members to join him 
for a cup of coffee and a chat about Jefferson Parish 
schools as part of his Discovery Days visits. His fourth 
coffee chat of the school year will take place November 
7, 2019, from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. at Panera Bread lo-
cated at 2444 Manhattan Boulevard in Harvey.

Along with a one-on-one conversation with the 
superintendent of Louisiana’s largest school system, 
community members can enjoy free coffee and pastries.

Coffee chats are part of Dr. Brumley’s annual Dis-
covery Days where he spends the day in a JP Schools 
district. Each Discovery Day begins with a coffee chat, 
followed by a school visit that includes meetings with 
students, families, teachers and administrators.

Schools in each district are drawn at random 
by each board member. Woodland West Elementary 
is hosting the Discovery Days visit on November 7. 
Schools hosting the remaining Discovery Days visits in 
2019-2020 are Grace King High (December 12), Green-
lawn Terrace Elementary (January 23), East Jefferson 
High (February 13), Metairie Academy (March 12), 
Bonnabel Magnet Academy High (April 16) and Ter-
rytown Elementary (May 7). Additional details of those 
days will be shared at jpschools.org.

Discovery Days are a way for Dr. Brumley to stay 
connected with the communities he serves as superin-
tendent of the largest school system in Louisiana. This 
is the third school year he’s hosted Discovery Days in 
Jefferson Parish. For more information about Discov-
ery Days, visit jpschools.org/discoverydays.  

Give your family
Peace of mind Today

Pre-planning your funeral should be a natural part of life, because 
it provides you with time to make end-of-life decisions in a 
calm and rational atmosphere

call Today: 466-8577
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Expect th
e Best!Enjoy free live entertainment at Treasure Chest’s 

showroom during the month of November
Treasure Chest Casino offers free live enter-

tainment in the casino’s Caribbean Showroom. 
Treasure Chest Casino is located in Laketown at 
5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner. The casino is 
open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday and from 
8:00 a.m. until 5:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday. 

The casino’s phone number is 443-8000. Visit the 
casino’s website, www.treasurechestcasino.com, 
for more information.

Below is a list of entertainment with schedule 
and times subject to change.  

Fri., November 1
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Good Feelin’ Band

Sat., November 2
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Short Circuit

Sun., November 3
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Recuerdos:  
Latin-American Night 

Thurs., November 7
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Black & Gold Loteria

Fri., November 8
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Escalade Show  
& Dance Band

Sat., November 9
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

The Wiseguys

Sun., November 10
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Recuerdos:  
Latin-American Night

Thurs., November 14
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Black & Gold Loteria

Fri., November 15
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.
Bucktown Allstars

Sat., November 16
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

New Suit

Sun., November 17
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Recuerdos:  
Latin-American Night

Thurs., November 21
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Black & Gold Loteria

Fri., November 22
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

At Fault

Sat., November 23
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

The Topcats

Sun., November 24
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Recuerdos: Latin-American 
Night

Thurs., November 28
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Black & Gold Loteria

Fri., November 29
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Seabrook

Sat., November 30
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Blue Eyed Soul Revue

Get up and autumn at Treasure Chest this November 
By Rodney Miller 

Come this time 
of year, it’s tempting 
to start hibernating. 
While we love getting 

cozy as much as anyone, you also don’t want to miss 
out on everything this season has to offer. With outdoor 
festivals, oyster season and the magic of the coming 
holidays, it’s no wonder that so many people claim fall 
as their favorite season. And that’s why your Treasure 
Chest Casino has some great events this November 
you’re sure to “fall” for!

If you get tired of raking leaves this Novem-
ber, take a break by getting to Treasure Chest for our 
$30,000 “Raking in the Cash” event! Fridays, November 
1, 8, 15 and 22, 2019, join us from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 
to win your share of 30,000 in cash! Every hour, on the 
hour, six winners will be selected to win $250 cash! 
That’s a total of 30 winners each night! And you can 
win multiple times, so don’t stop playing once you’ve 
raked in the cash once!

Need even more weekend fall excitement? Then 
come back Saturday, November 16 as our $777 “Spec-
tacular Giveaway” continues! Every seven minutes from 
8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m., we will select one winner of $777 

B Rewards! That’s over 30 winners, each receiving $777 
B Rewards in just one night! 

Looking for something to get you through the 
autumn mid-week doldrums? You know 
Treasure Chest has you 
covered with our 

“Great Turkey Pick!” 
Join us Wednesdays in 
November from 10:00 a.m. 
to 11:00 p.m. to receive a B 
Rewards Bonus. Check your 
mailbox to see if you qualify 
for free or simply earn 100 “Tier Credits” each Wednes-
day to swipe and win B Rewards!

With the holidays fast approaching, it’s time once 
again for one of our favorite traditions, “Trees of Hope,” 
where we’re giving away over $13,000 to local charities! 
From November 25 to December 12, local charities will 
be decorating a Christmas tree that will be on display in 
the front walkway of the casino. Based on your votes, a 
winner will be chosen and a contribution will be given 
to their charity. Visit any kiosk every day you play to cast 
your vote. The ballot box will be located in the front 
walkway by the trees! Vote as often as you can to sup-
port your favorite charity!

Of course, the best part of this season is the food. 

That’s why every Thursday night in November, Vista 
Buffet is laying out all you can eat of all your Louisiana 
fall favorites, featuring shrimp creole, autumn beef 

stew, cider braised chicken, brussels 
sprouts with apples, mari-

nated pot roast, jam-
balaya, pork roast 
with apple and wal-

nut salsa, and much 
more! For just $21.99, it’s 

sure to warm your insides! 
And don’t miss out on our 

Thanksgiving Day buffet for just $27.99!
Add up all that along with our phenomenal enter-

tainment schedule, including brass-driven party band, 
Bucktown Allstars on November 15, and you’ve got one 
heck of a November! We look forward to serving you this 
fall and, as always, we’ll see you on the lake!

Treasure Chest Casino guests must be 21 or older 
to enter the casino and become a B Connected member. 
Membership is free and rules and restrictions apply.  

Rodney Miller is the Treasure Chest Casino 
Marketing Director. Treasure Chest Casino is located 
at 5050 Williams Boulevard in Kenner on Lake Pon-
tchartrain. Visit the website at www.treasurechestca-
sino.com or call 443-8000.

Entertainment

455-2355
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3409 Williams Blvd.

We Shop For You!
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Homeowners insurance provides  
coverage for your home and personal  
belongings. Liability coverage is another  
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WE HAVE YOU COVERED 
THURSDAY-MONDAY FOR FOOTBALL. 

Come watch 
your football at 
Stepbrothers. 
Nobody does it 
better than us!

WE HAVE YOU COVERED 

We are the place 
to watch LSU & 
Saints games 
on our 19 TVs. 
Not a bad seat 
in the house.

WE HAVE YOU COVERED 

Beer bucket specials, great 
food & special giveaways 
throughout the season. DJ 
before, during & after the 
game. NFL Ticket. WIFI.

WE HAVE YOU COVERED 

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856
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OPEN 11 am - 4 am

Come early on Sunday 
for our Bloody Mary 
Specials & pregame 

shows on so you 
can make sure your 
Fantasy Team lineup 
is the best it can be.

Come early on Sunday 

4971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-98564971 West Napoleon Ave. Metairie • 889-9856

Jefferson Parish Schools teacher wins 
presidential award for excellence

Greenlawn Terrace Elementary’s Troy Hobson 
has won the nation’s highest honor for a K-12 math 
and science teacher. The fifth-grade math teacher 
is one of four Louisiana educators announced by 
President Donald J. Trump as a recipient of the 
Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics 
and Science Teaching (PAEMST).

Hobson is in his tenth year as a teacher at 
Greenlawn Terrace Elementary and Jefferson Par-
ish Schools. Hobson, along with the other Presiden-
tial Award winners from across the nation, will re-
ceive a trip to Washington, D.C., where he will attend 
a series of recognition events and professional de-
velopment opportunities. He also receives a $10,000 
award and a Presidential certificate.

“Congratulations to Mr. Hobson for being recog-
nized as one of the very best educators in America,” 
said JP Schools Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley. 

“It is an honor to have him represent our district and 
our many talented teachers on the national stage.”

Hobson has spent all 10 years in the classroom 
at Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, where he started 
as a substitute before being hired full-time. Along 
with math, he’s served the school in a number of 
subjects including science, social studies and Eng-
lish language arts.

Hobson has also taken on leadership roles at 
his school. He mentors other educators and leads 
professional development sessions through the dis-
trict’s Ignite Teacher Leader and a Content Leader 
fellowship programs,

“I really like the light bulb moment when a kid 
starts to get a skill,” said Hobson. “I love it when I 
can get them excited about learning math and mas-
tering problems.”

Three other JP Schools teachers have won the 
Presidential Award since 2011 – Metairie Academy’s 
Claudia Suazo won the award in 2018, Ruppel Acad-
emy’s Kristen Mason received the honor in 2016, and 
Terrytown Elementary’s Paige Falcon was honored 
in 2011.

Established in 1983, PAEMST is the highest 
award given by the U.S. Government to kindergarten 
through 12th grade teachers of mathematics and sci-
ence, including computer science.

A panel of distinguished mathematicians, scien-
tists and educators at the state and national levels 
assess the applications before recommending nomi-
nees to OSTP. Teachers are selected based on their 
distinction in the classroom and dedication to im-
proving science, technology, engineering and math 
(STEM) education.

Awardees come from schools in all 50 States, 
the District of Columbia, the Department of Defense 
Education Activity (DoDEA) schools and schools 
in the United States territories of Guam, the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and the United 
States Virgin Islands. Nominations and awards are 
facilitated by the White House Office of Science and 
Technology Policy (OSTP) and the National Science 
Foundation.  

JP Schools awards nearly $250,000 in target 
school grants

Over 11,000 Jefferson Parish Schools students 
will benefit thanks to a new district initiative target-
ing around a quarter of a million dollars in additional 
funds towards the schools that need it most.

JP Schools has awarded nearly $250,000 in mini-
grants to 21 target schools in the district. These in-
house district grants are for creative programming 
to enrich the student experience. Target schools 
are schools where 90% or more of the students are 
economically disadvantaged and/or 30% or more are 
English language learners.

“It’s important that every child who enters our 
doors has the same chance to fulfill their potential,” 
said JP Schools Superintendent Dr. Cade Brum-
ley. “Some of our schools need more support and 
these mini-grants are a way to strategically direct 
resources for these schools from an equity agenda 
standpoint.”

Schools will use these additional funds for initia-
tives like academic tutoring, STEM enrichment, art 
enrichment, wellness, character development and 

ACT support.
Each target school developed a plan for the 

funds and submitted an application to the district. 
The approved programs support the goals, priorities, 
and action items outlined in the district’s strategic 
plan, “2024: The Future our Kids Deserve.”

Prioritizing access, equity and opportunity is a 
goal outlined in 2024. JP Schools is supporting its 
diverse and struggling learners by offering targeted 
schools mini-grant opportunities for creative pro-
gramming to enrich the student experience.

The schools that received Target School Grants 
are the Benson School, Birney Elementary, Bridge-
dale Elementary, Bunche Elementary, George Cox 
Elementary, Grace King High, Greenlawn Terrace 
Elementary, Johnson Gretna Park Elementary, Lin-
coln Elementary, Marrero Middle, Mildred Harris El-
ementary. Pitre Elementary, Riviere Elementary, St. 
Ville Elementary, Strehle Community School, Terry-
town Elementary, T.H. Harris Middle, Truman School, 
Washington Elementary, Woodland West Elementary 
and Worley Middle.  
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Attention Business Owners
Be An Achiever!
GENERATE 
SOLID LEADS

LEARN 
LEADERSHIP SKILLS
BE A CONFIDENT 

PUBLIC SPEAKER
IMPROVE 

PROFITABILITY

THE EXECUTIVE ACHIEVERS ASSOCIATION
Call Randy Lovitt at 836-7136 for more information on becoming a member

The Executive 
Achievers Association meets 

for breakfast bi-weekly at 7 a.m.

November 14
Copeland Towers Suite 
& Conference Center
2601 Severn Ave, Metairie

https://eaanola.org

  Parran’s
PO-BOYS

                                 of Kenner

Family owned and operated since 1975

2321 West Esplanade 
between 

Power & Williams

M-Th 11-7:30    
Fri 11-8:30    
Sat 11-8

Come Take A Gravy Bath!
Dine In or 
Take Out
305-6422

www.parranspoboys.com
Parrans 1/8_0316.indd   1 2/27/16   9:30 AM

 

Kenner Business Association 
www.kennerbusinessassociation.com 

Networking Breakfast 
Thursday, November 21st · 7:30am - 9:00am 

The Crossing 

1325 W Esplanade Avenue - Kenner 
Contact Teresa Liuzza: 450-3253 

 
4th Annual Holiday Party 

Tuesday, December 10th · 5:30pm - 8:00pm 

519 Williams Boulevard - Kenner 
Judy LaBella  416-7637 

Zea’s Rotisserie & Bar 

Admission: $30 per person 
Proceeds to benefit local nonprofits Sponsorships Available Mary-Sharon Howland  452-0477 

Prescription drugs prices out of 
control    
By Rafael E. Saddy

The out-of-con-
trol prices that the 

pharmaceutical industry charges for prescription 
drugs are a crisis touching nearly every American and 
it is an issue regardless of borders, political and cul-
tural beliefs. It affects all of us. There is no reason for 
Americans to continue paying the highest prescription 
drug prices in the world. We need immediate action to 
lower drug prices. Older adults are particularly hard-
hit by outrageous high prescription drug prices. Pre-
scribed drugs can’t help you if you cannot afford them.

A new report by the AARP Public Policy Insti-
tute (PPI) has found that retail prices for a set of 754 
widely used drugs increased faster than inflation ev-
ery year from 2006 to 2017. And in 2017 the average 
annual increase in drug prices was 4.2 percent, which 
was double the rate of inflation.

Soaring drug prices can be hidden from those 
for whom health insurance covers all but the co-pay. 
But the costs have a major impact on the health care 
system and ultimately affect everyone by driving up 
health insurance premiums and spending on taxpay-
er-funded programs like Medicare.

States across the nation are leading the way in 
the fight to lower prescription drug prices. To date, 33 
states have enacted new laws aimed at lowering the 
price of prescription drugs.

Lawmakers at the state level are employing a 
variety of innovative methods to lower prices, such as 
allowing safe importation of less expensive drugs from 
Canada and elsewhere, allowing drug-price transpar-
ency and volume purchasing.

Something else stands out about the efforts of 
state lawmakers – the fight to lower prescription drug 
prices is uniquely bipartisan. It is happening in red 
states and blue states, in states with primarily rural 
and semirural populations and in states that contain 
some of the nation’s largest cities.

The drug companies argue that they need this 
money for research and innovation. Surely, we can 
find a way to strike a balance between continuing 
the very valuable research pharmaceutical firms are 
engaging in and the high price consumers pay for pre-
scription drugs. We need the drugs the pharmaceuti-
cal industry develops, but we also need them to be 
affordable. Medicare beneficiaries and taxpayers are 
footing the bill for unjustifiable drug price increases. 
And that is not fair.

While the battle rages in all fronts, let’s call Con-
gress, the administration and states to pass common 
sense legislation to lower prescription drug prices now.

When the price of prescription drugs fits within 
a family’s budget, everyone is able to live and work at 
their healthiest. On the other hand, when people are 
unable to afford their medication, this negatively af-
fects their health and their lives and exacts a heavy 
toll on society and puts their lives in danger.

There is no reason why Americans should con-
tinue to pay the highest drug prices in the world. No 
one should have to choose between buying groceries 
and filling a prescription.

Community announcements
November 9 – The Guatemala Association cor-

dially extends an invitation to their gala dance and 
crowning of Miss Adriana I, Senorita Guatemala 2019-
2020, at the Jefferson Orleans North from 9:00 p.m. to 
2:00 a.m. Music by Julio Y Cesar. For information or 
reservations call 888-6537.

November 21 – Thanksgiving is a holiday set 
aside to give thanksgivings for the many blessings 
we enjoy. It is a time for families and friends to get 
together, eat probably too much and give thanks. It is 
also a time to remember the many families who can-
not put on a Thanksgiving feast of their own. We can 
assist with giving back to our community by sponsor-
ing a Thanksgiving basket to a needy family. There are 
many organizations taking donations such as our own 
Kenner Food Bank.

Kenner Hispanic Resource Center – The center 
is located at 4312 Florida Avenue and offers various 
programs as well as access to information and refer-
rals for all sorts of issues. For information call 469-2570.

Hablemos Claro – Kenner TV (Cox Cable chan-
nel 76 or U-verse channel 99) Hispanic TV programs 
air every day at 8:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m. and 9:00 
p.m. For more information and program schedule, go 
to www.kenner.la.us and click on the Kenner TV logo 
or go to the Kenner TV Facebook/YouTube page.

I leave you with this thought. “Of course, democ-
racy is good, but it is a process, not a prescription.”   

Rafael E. Saddy is Kenner’s Cultural Diversity 
Coordinator, public relations officer for the Latin 
American Civic Association of Louisiana (LACAL) 
and serves on the governing board of directors of 
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner. Email Saddy at 
lacal1234@bellsouth.net. Correspondence should be 
sent to P.O. Box 640284, Kenner, LA 70064-0284.
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Community
Social Security benefits increase in 2020 due to 
Cost-of-Living Adjustment

Social Security and Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI) benefits for nearly 69 million Americans will in-
crease 1.6 percent in 2020 due to COLA, Cost-of-Living 
Adjustment. The 1.6 percent cost-of-living adjustment 
will begin with benefits payable to more than 63 million 
Social Security beneficiaries in January 2020. Increased 
payments to more than eight million SSI beneficiaries 
will begin on December 31, 2019. Some people receive 
both Social Security and SSI benefits. The Social Se-
curity Act ties the annual COLA to the increase in the 
Consumer Price Index as determined by the U.S. De-
partment of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Some other adjustments that take effect in Janu-
ary of each year are based on the increase in average 
wages. Based on that increase, the maximum amount 
of earnings subject to the Social Security tax (taxable 
maximum) will increase to $137,700 from $132,900.

Social Security and SSI beneficiaries are normally 
notified by mail in early December about their new ben-
efit amount. Most people who receive Social Security 
payments will be able to view their COLA notice online 
through their mySocial Security account. People may 
create or access their mySocial Security account online 
at www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.   
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Entertainment

The website foodieforone.com is a food blog dedicated to the enjoyment of 
food with gusto by Joy Fontenelle Hirdes and Gustavo Gonzalez. Comments and 
questions are welcomed and can be sent to foodieforone@yahoo.com. For 
detailed recipe directions and step by step photos visit foodieforone.com.

Recipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe CornerRecipe Corner
PUMPKIN ROLLS
By foodieforone.com
Grace your Thanksgiving dessert table with a 
couple or more Pumpkin Rolls! Simple to prepare 
and glorious to present. Garnish your own way!

CAKE
3 large eggs; 1 cup sugar; 1 teaspoon cinnamon; 1/4 teaspoon nutmeg; 
2/3 cup pumpkin; 3/4 cup all-purpose fl our; 1 teaspoon baking soda

ICING
8 ounces cream cheese, softened; 3 tablespoons butter, softened; 1 cup powdered sugar; Whip 
until fl uffy.

DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Mix fi rst fi ve ingredients. Slowly add the fl our and baking soda 
and mix just until blended. Layer parchment paper on a jelly roll pan, creasing around the 
sides and corners. You can use a quarter sheet pan. Pour batter evenly over parchment and 
bake for 15 to 20 minutes just until done.

After about fi ve minutes, when cake is touchable, gently roll, from the short side, into a log, 
leaving the parchment inside the rolled cake. Allow this log to cool completely.
When ready, unroll the cake and place a layer of icing all over the cake. Roll again, this time 
leaving out the parchment paper.

Wrap in plastic wrap and refrigerate an hour or a day before slicing into thick slices and 
serving! Garnished with a dusting of powdered sugar and walnuts.

Blessed Holidays to you and yours from our Foodieforone Family!

Sports Injuries

Shoulder and Knee Conditions

Minimally Invasive Arthroscopy

Physical Therapy

889-2663 4921 Airline Drive www.nolasportsmedicine.com

Hablamos Español

Orthopedic Center for
Sports Medicine

LUIS M. ESPINOZA MDLUIS M. ESPINOZA MD
WILLIAM SHERMAN, MD

LUIS M. ESPINOZA MD
CHADWICK MURPHY, MD

www.georgyssalonspa.com • 701 West Esplanade Avenue • Kenner

Visit
georgyssalonspa.com

and Request 
your appointment 

at your 
convenience on 

the New 
Salon Web-App

Professional wrestling 
comes to Kenner in 
November

Wildkat Wrestling, a professional wrestling or-
ganization, will showcase Revolution Rumble, the 
group’s biggest wrestling event of the year, on Sunday, 
November 3, 2019, at the Pontchartrain Center from 
5:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.

Wildkat Wrestling relocated to the city of Ken-
ner in June 2019 and a recent wrestling event held at 
Butch Duhe gym was sold out.

Luke Hawx, Wildkat Wrestling’s founder and chief 
executive officer, grew up in Kenner and went to el-
ementary school in the city.

Hawx said the Revolution Rumble features three 
Hall of Fame wrestlers, as well as local talent and 
wrestlers from all around the world. The event also 
celebrates Wildkat Wrestling’s 8th anniversary.

Revolution Rumble will include Harlem Heat, 
MVP, Stevie Ray, Honkey Tonk Man, Rob Van Dam, Psi-
cosis, Pump Patrol and many others.

Tickets are available on the Wildkat Sports web-
site, www.wildkatsports.com.    

Education
JP Schools awards nearly $250,000 in target 
school grants

Over 11,000 Jefferson Parish Schools students 
will benefit thanks to a new district initiative target-
ing around a quarter of a million dollars in additional 
funds towards the schools that need it most.

JP Schools has awarded nearly $250,000 in mini-
grants to 21 target schools in the district. These in-
house district grants are for creative programming 
to enrich the student experience. Target schools 
are schools where 90% or more of the students are 
economically disadvantaged and/or 30% or more are 
English language learners.

“It’s important that every child who enters our 
doors has the same chance to fulfill their potential,” 
said JP Schools Superintendent Dr. Cade Brum-
ley. “Some of our schools need more support and 
these mini-grants are a way to strategically direct 
resources for these schools from an equity agenda 
standpoint.”

Schools will use these additional funds for initia-
tives like academic tutoring, STEM enrichment, art 
enrichment, wellness, character development and 
ACT support.

Each target school developed a plan for the 
funds and submitted an application to the district. 
The approved programs support the goals, priorities, 
and action items outlined in the district’s strategic 
plan, “2024: The Future our Kids Deserve.”

Prioritizing access, equity and opportunity is a 
goal outlined in 2024. JP Schools is supporting its 
diverse and struggling learners by offering targeted 
schools mini-grant opportunities for creative pro-
gramming to enrich the student experience.

The schools that received Target School Grants 
are the Benson School, Birney Elementary, Bridge-
dale Elementary, Bunche Elementary, George Cox 
Elementary, Grace King High, Greenlawn Terrace 
Elementary, Johnson Gretna Park Elementary, Lin-
coln Elementary, Marrero Middle, Mildred Harris El-
ementary. Pitre Elementary, Riviere Elementary, St. 
Ville Elementary, Strehle Community School, Terry-
town Elementary, T.H. Harris Middle, Truman School, 
Washington Elementary, Woodland West Elementary 
and Worley Middle.  

Election Day is November 16

Early Voting through Nov. 9
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HAIR & SPA
Pamper yourself 

or gift a service to 
pamper a loved one!! 

BOOK TODAY!!

Baniiz Beauty Spa
Hair-Spa-Nails

Full Service Salon (Ladies Only)
Appointment Preferred & Walk ins are Welcome

T-F-10-7 / SAT-10-8 / SUN-11-6

                  Please follow us @

Call us today and get 
15% OFF for $100 or more

332-3190  |  905-0873
3804 Williams Blvd. • Suite J • Kenner

This public service announcement is sponsored by the Shane Family Foundation.

Kenner School Spotlight:  
GREENLAWN TERRACE ELEMENTARY

Greenlawn Terrace Elementary is a school focused on the growth of all members of 
the community; students, teachers, and families 
a like. It is a diverse learning environment, seeing 
each student’s experiences and personalities as 
individual strengths that should be built upon and 
not disregarded. The students at Greenlawn are 
provided with the skills necessary to develop and 
pursue opportunities for their own growth not just 
here at Greenlawn, or in school, but for the rest of their lives. Students are provided 

with opportunities to diversify their experiences 
through individualized reading learning programs, 
keyboarding, library, health, physical education, and 
many other computer learning programs. Through 
this wide variety of learning experiences Greenlawn 
is intent on Growing Students, Growing the World. 

The principal of Greenlawn is Kevin Nanney. 
Greenlawn is represented on the Jefferson Parish 
School Board by Sandy Denapolis-Bosarge. 
Greenlawn Terrace Elementary is located at 1500 
38th Street in Kenner. For more information, visit 
greenlawn.jpschools.org or call (504) 468-1016.

KENNER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexander Elementary, John James Audubon, Bonnabel High, Chateau Estates 

Elementary, Clancy-Maggiore Elementary, Greenlawn Terrace Elementary, 
Kenner Discovery Health Sciences Academy, Schneckenburger Elementary,  

Tom Benson School, Washington Elementary STEM School, G. T. Woods Elementary

Bagneris, chair of the New Orleans Aviation Board.
“We are thrilled to announce the opening of the 

new terminal. With modern conveniences like a con-
solidated security checkpoint and an inline baggage 
screening system, the new facility will be a major im-
provement for travelers. When we open the doors, pas-
sengers will feel the spirit of the New Orleans region 
throughout the facility through the presence of local 
restaurants and shops that characterize our distinct 
culture,” said MSY Aviation Director Kevin Dolliole.

The brand new, world-class airport terminal will 
serve as a crucial economic driver for the New Orleans 
metropolitan region and provide a lasting impression 
to visitors with its modern design and open architec-
tural concept.

The new MSY airport terminal spans 972,000 
square feet and features three concourses, 35 gates, 
two new parking garages for short-term and long-term 
parking, a surface parking lot and an economy garage 
with shuttle service. Concessions, located past secu-
rity checkpoints, will feature more than 40 food, bever-
age, news, gift and specialty retail options designed to 
cultivate an indulgent experience for locals and visi-
tors alike.

Other amenities available at the new terminal 
include fast, free Wi-Fi; chargers available at 50 per-
cent of the seats in the gate areas, water bottle refill-
ing stations post-security, three mother’s rooms, fully-
automated restrooms with sanitary seat covers, a pet 
relief area post-security, music venues located pre and 
post-security, in-line baggage screening system and 
three curbside check-in locations with easy access to 
the short term garage.

Once the terminal opens on November 6, travel-
ers will take a different route to access the airport. The 
new terminal is located in closer proximity to the re-
gion’s main thoroughfare, Interstate10 (I-10). Travel-
ers will exit Loyola Drive from I-10, cross over Veterans 
Boulevard and proceed on the new dedicated airport 
roadway. The state’s Department of Transportation 
and Development (DOTD) in close coordination with 
the city of Kenner recently completed improvements 
to the roadways to accommodate traffic flow through 
the Veterans/Loyola corridor.

From downtown New Orleans, take I-10 West 
and exit at Loyola Drive. Turn left at Loyola Drive and 
continue straight across Veterans Boulevard onto Ter-
minal Drive, which is the airport’s dedicated roadway 
system. From there, follow the signage to access the 
departures curb, arrivals curb, parking options, etc.

From west of the airport, take I-10 East and exit 
at Loyola Drive. Turn right at Loyola Drive and contin-
ue straight across Veterans Boulevard onto Terminal 
Drive, which is the airport’s dedicated roadway system. 
From there, follow the signage to access the depar-
tures curb, arrivals curb, parking options, etc.

From Airline Drive, turn onto the existing Air-
port Access Road, continue straight toward Veterans 
Boulevard. Turn left at Veterans Boulevard and turn 
left onto Terminal Drive, which is the airport’s dedi-

cated roadway system. From there, follow the signage 
to access the departures curb, arrivals curb, parking 
options, etc.

Once passengers arrive at the new terminal, they 
should follow signage to the designated area for trans-
portation options such as personal vehicle pickups, 
taxis, rideshares, limos and public transportation, as 
well as hotel, parking and rental car shuttles.

Travelers who departed from the existing airport 
terminal before the opening on November 6 will arrive 
at the new terminal facility. Shuttles will be available 
to take passengers to the former short term and long 
term garages located on the south side.

With over 8,000 spaces, there will be four dif-
ferent parking options to choose from and more than 
enough space to meet the airport’s parking demand 
for coming years.

The new short term garage will feature 2,190 
spaces as well as a walkway directly from the fourth 
level of the garage to the ticketing and check-in area 
on the third level of the terminal and ground level ac-
cess to the baggage claim.

The new, 2,750-space long term garage is located 
across from the arrivals area on the east side of the 
facility.

Another parking option adjacent to the terminal 
is a 685-space surface parking lot, which offers conve-
nient parking just a short walk away at a lower rate.

The garage that currently operates as the long 
term garage at the existing terminal will become a 
remote 2,438-space economy garage with optimized 
shuttle service available to and from the new terminal.

The Louis Armstrong New Orleans International 
Airport constructed a new terminal to better meet the 
needs of the traveling public now and into the future. 
The original terminal building was constructed in 1959, 
making it 60 years old. In addition to the challenges 
that arise from maintaining an aging building, airport 
security requirements and aviation industry best prac-
tices have changed drastically since that time.

To provide the most efficient and cost-effective 
facility the city desires, the airport has replaced the 
existing terminal with a new, $1 billion terminal on the 
north side of airport property.

In August 2011, the New Orleans Aviation Board 
conducted an in-depth and robust analysis of the op-
tions for a new airport terminal facility. The analysis 
focused on: design, financial feasibility, environmental 
impact and land use. A team of airport consultants 
evaluated four different alternatives – refurbishment 
of the existing terminal, expansion on the south side, 
a new terminal on the west side and a new terminal 
on the north side. Each of these options would allow 
continued use of the current runways and would be 
located within the airport’s existing property footprint.

On April 17, 2013, the airport announced its 
decision to move forward with a plan to construct a 
new terminal facility. The “Northside Alternative” was 
chosen as the most feasible option for a new terminal 
facility.

Construction of the new terminal began January 
2016 by a joint venture of local and national construc-

tion companies, Hunt Gibbs Boh Metro. The project 
created thousands of new construction jobs and sig-
nificant opportunities for local businesses and disad-
vantaged business enterprises (DBEs) in the region.

Commercial air service began in 1946 at the 
airport when it was called “Moisant Field,” named for 
aviation pioneer John Bevins Moisant and formerly 
used as an air base during World War II. In 1959, con-
struction of a terminal building with two concourses 
was completed and dedicated. The official name of 

the airport was changed in 1960 from Moisant Field to 
New Orleans International Airport, but its three-letter 
airport identifier remained “MSY” for Moisant Stock 
Yards. The original 1959 terminal is still in use. The 
concourses were built and reconstructed at various 
times over the past 40 years.

Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Air-
port is owned by the city of New Orleans and governed 
by the New Orleans Aviation Board.   

Airport
 from page 1
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Century Title, Inc.
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Mark Spears, the two people that represent the city 
of Kenner in districts, along with another Kenner res-
ident, Keith Conley, and all of his colleagues and the 
parish administration for what they do for the city of 
Kenner. I want to recognize our state legislative del-
egation, State Rep. Joe Stagni, Senator Gary Smith 
and two new legislators, State Rep-elect Debbie Vil-
lio, and State Sen-elect for the northern area of Ken-
ner and other areas of Jefferson Parish, Kirk Talbot.  
I appreciate you all being here and what you all do 
for the city of Kenner.

It’s cooperation from all these people together 
that makes us what we are in Kenner. Keeping us 

“Kenner Proud” are my staff, directors, assistant 
directors, our Kenner Police Department, our Ken-
ner Fire Department, led by Terence Morris and also 
Ryan Bergeron, for what they do, and also all the em-
ployees of the city of Kenner that make everything 
happen every day. I appreciate that. As 2020 nears, 
more and more exciting things will happen and I will 
now touch on all we’ve done this year and also what 
to expect in 2020.
Quality of life
Citywide beautification

Let’s start with quality of life and citywide 
beautification, which is a top priority of mine and 
everyone on the council. Keeping our city clean 

and making sure that all our rights-of-way, neutral 
grounds, the painting that we do, the consistent work 
of the street sweeper, everything that you see going 
on is extremely important, as well as putting borders 
around the gardens that we’re doing throughout the 
city of Kenner. I know Councilman Branigan is work-
ing on one and Councilman Sigur is getting ready to 
work on one with me going into 32nd Street. That’s 
important because if you brick around those gardens, 
it just looks a lot better. This group is led by Jimmy 
Dennis, and I want to thank Jimmy for what he does. 
Just one instance on beautification - when you just 
take the trees alone, we’ve trimmed over 100 trees 
in 10 months. That says a lot because there’s a lot 
more to do and I know Councilman Brennan wants 
a lot more done in his district and we’re getting to it.
Code sweeps continue

Code sweeps are a very big thing for me and 
everyone involved in Kenner. We sweep different dis-
tricts in the city on a weekly basis. We jump around 
the districts. So far, we have had 1,800 violations on 
33 sweeps in the last 10 months. We’ve had 742 warn-
ing violations and 187 court summonses. This is abso-
lutely a team effort led by our director of code James 
Mohamad, and our chief of police, Mike Glaser, be-
cause the Kenner police go out there with these guys 
for a little protection while we’re doing the sweep. 
Keeping our city blight-free is an extremely big is-
sue. If we have blight, we don’t attract people and 
we don’t get done the things that you’re about to see, 

so that’s why that’s always top of a list of the admin-
istration.
Future of recreation

The future of recreation is here. We absolutely, 
positively moved out of the Barbre Gym in south 
Kenner. Mold, mildew and rats were the biggest 
reasons. That’s what our kids were exposed to. So, 
Chad Pitfield, director of recreation, came to me 
and said we’ve got to move out of there and we also 
need to increase some of our recreation programs. 
The programs were lagging a little bit. We needed to 
do something about that, so we chose the Old Navy 
site next to Macy’s in The Esplanade mall. Gymnas-
tics, cheerleading and martial arts have been taking 
place there since early June. One night in July, I be-
lieve we had about 500 people go to The Esplanade 
mall’s Old Navy site. That’s probably the most that 
mall has seen in a very long time, probably since 
Katrina. And they went there because their kids 
are there. That’s growing activity in the mall, so if 
anybody thinks we did it for other reasons, we did 
it for our kids first – but we also did it to help some 
economic development in that mall. That’s why that 
spot was chosen.

It does cost us around $4,000 a month and I’ve 
had some nay-sayers say, “Well, why is that?” But 
in the first registration, we covered our first three 
months of rent. We did over $16,000 in fees because 
we were able to go from a 6,000 square foot facility 
at Barbre Gym to 14,000 square feet. That’s enabling 
us to increase the programs and that’s what we’re 
doing – we’re increasing participation in those 
programs. We’re going to offer more and more pro-
grams at that spot. We also moved our Recreation 
Department there to help some traffic flow and also 
because the department’s previous building was in 
disrepair.

Everything that goes into that building, and 
Tom Willmott has been one of the council people 
asking this question and I appreciate it, is every-
thing removable? To date everything is, so anything 
we’re investing in that building we can actually pull 
out because we are renting. I want to thank Coun-
cilman Willmott for staying on that but I also want 
to thank Councilman Branigan for donating about 
$50,000 worth of new equipment – it’s his district 
where that facility is located. So, if anybody says that 
we can’t take anything, to date we can take it. That 
goes for the pads, the equipment, even the flooring. 
The flooring can even be removed the way it went 
down. I appreciate the support of the council and 
also the support of the councilman of the district to 
make this move and I’ve got to say Chad Pitfield had 
a great idea doing that.

Because of that move we’re starting to attract 
different events. The program is getting bigger, and 
everybody remembers Mary Lou Retton from back in 
the 80s, I think it was. Her daughter, McKenna Kel-
ley, is coming to be the speaker at one of the events 
coming up and that’s going to be October 23. So, the 
new move, the new facility is really, really nice and 
state-of-the-art. It is attracting other people to come 
and we’re getting that from out of town. So, I appre-
ciate that. 

There are other recreational upgrades through-
out the city. We’ve done stuff in every district, start-
ing in District 1. Improvements have been made 
to the A.P. Clay Center. Improvements in District 5 
have been completed in the press box at Woodlake 
Playground and the Kenner City Park huts. If you 
have seen those huts that were left out there from 
Christmas, we actually finished them off trying to 
attract different events there and with the help of 
Councilman Brennan we were able to do that. So, I 
appreciate Councilman Brennan’s support on that.

We made improvements at the Greenlawn 
playground soccer facility in District 2. Mike Sigur 
stepped up to the plate with Chad Pitfield and actu-

ally made that a soccer facility. Improvements were 
made at Muss Bertolino softball field with the help 
of Councilman Branigan. We installed equipment at 
the Arizona tot lot, Erlanger Pocket Park and the La-
ketown tot lot in District 3, with the help of funding 
from Councilman Glenn Hayes. There is a lot going 
on in the city of Kenner’s Recreation Department 
and again I want to thank the council people, and 
of course the two at large council members for sup-
porting their district council people on those capital 
improvements.
Ochsner Medical Center-Kenner

We want to talk about health care in the city of 
Kenner. We need to talk first about Ochsner Medical 
Center. It is very important to me that Ochsner is a 
great partner and a great friend of the city of Ken-
ner. I thank y’all for what you do. It’s out here in our 
own backyard and it continues to give back to our 
residents. The facility has over 700 employees and 
has a 110-bed acute care facility and they continue 
to be a partner on everything that we do. If we do 
an event, they’re right there for us. One thing that 
comes to mind is Freedom Fest, besides other things, 
so I appreciate it all.
Treasure Chest Casino

Treasure Chest Casino is another good partner 
of the city of Kenner. They’re always there for us. 
Boyd Gaming owns the facility. They always step up 
to the plate with us and, let’s just be honest, without 
the Treasure Chest Casino, our capital improvement 
accounts for the districts would probably not exist 
and the same goes for the Kenner Police Depart-
ment for capital. So, I appreciate the money and the 
share that we get back from everyone who visits that 
casino, another proud sponsor of Freedom Fest.
Educational investment in Kenner

Our educational investments in the city of Ken-
ner you can see it happening throughout Kenner. We 
just recently went to St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, who 
has first through seventh grades that are now open 
since mid-August. Great facility, another state-of-the-
art facility in the city of Kenner on Joe Yenni and Sal 
Lentini Boulevard. The Archbishop came out there 
and blessed every room. I was there, Councilman 
Branigan was there, Councilman Brennan was there 
and I think Councilman Hayes was there. We were 
glad to be part of that because that’s what’s helping 
to attract families and giving back to our community. 
Kenner Discovery High School will be right down the 
street. They’ll also be right there on Sal Lentini, so 
that’s another option that we will have. They’ll be 
open sometime in 2020. Having those two schools 
right down the street from each other is helping us 
attract younger families to the city of Kenner. You 
have subdivisions right next to it, you have subdivi-
sions right across from it and it helps attract more 
residents, so we fully support those two schools. I 
don’t know if they are here today but I want to thank 
Joan Kathmann and also Patty Glaser and her staff 
for all that they do. I see two people here right now 
so thank you for being here.
Infrastructure

You can see infrastructure improvements go-
ing on throughout the city of Kenner. As far as road 
repairs on concrete panels, we’ve done 47 through-
out the city in the last year. There’s a citywide road 
bond that was paid off last December 31. Now, we 
took that money with the previous council and we 
actually dedicated it to a plan. The plan was to go out 
and determine which streets need to be repaired on 
a priority-based system and we’re doing that. That 
should be in this month or sometime next month. I 
will meet with the council and it won’t be this coun-
cilman gets more than that councilman because, to 
me, it’s all the city of Kenner. But it’s going to be 
priority-based. I’ll meet with them, make sure every 
district gets something and the good news is more 
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money will be in this December 31 starting for the 
year 2020. You’ll see a lot more road repairs going on 
throughout the city of Kenner.
West Esplanade improvements

You’ll see a lot of road repairs right now going 
on West Esplanade that have nothing to do with what 
I just talked about. The first project that was just 
completed, which was actually a Jefferson Parish 
project and I want to thank Councilman Impastato 
again for doing that because he replaced, along with 
the parish administration, culvert boxes at Canal 10. 
That is right by A.C. Alexander School. I know it was 
kind of a pain when the school was open and it took 
a couple of months, but we were able to get it done 
right before school opened back up. Those improve-
ments are done by the parish but of course it’s right 
here in our city.

Another project is the Duncan Canal project. 
It’s part of the 2030 plan that a lot of people ask 
about. Well that’s happening guys – and that’s one 
project and we’re getting ready to do another one on 
Williams Boulevard for a median. But for the Dun-
can Canal project that you see right now that would 
be between the two Greenlawns, between District 2 
and District 3 on West Esplanade. That is a $12 mil-
lion dollar project. We are replacing the timber pile 
support bridges and also the box culverts. Now, I al-
ways say this – progress is inconvenient. In order to 
have that and have the safety for our residents, it’s 
going to take a little while. I know you might be ag-
gravated with the traffic. I know you might be aggra-
vated with all the mess. But when it’s done you are 
going to see a beautification project there also and a 
safety project. The good news is that money is going 
in there and it’s being spent. The news that might 

turn you off a little bit is that it’s going to take until 
2021. It’s a long project but these things have been 
long unaddressed so as we address them, it takes 
time to get to them. And this is a 2030 project that 
we’re doing and we’re making sure it’s getting done. 
You’ll be very happy with the end result.

The West Esplanade U-turn is almost complete. 
I know a lot of people had complaints that, you know, 
the parish covered up the canal and the parish and 
the city left it alone for quite a while. This is a project 
that I started when I was actually the parish council-
man. Dominick Impastato jumped in right after me 
and completed it with me as the mayor of the city 
of Kenner. I want to thank Mike Sigur for being the 
mayor in the interim part of that and getting it done. 
There’s going to be some beautification. The lights 
are the only thing that are holding us up and the 
lights will be coming very soon. Again, it’s a million 
dollars from the parish, about $500,000 from the city 
of Kenner and $500,000 from the property owner, Mr. 
Kahn. So, I want to thank him for his commitment 
to that. And the reason for it, is for convenience, 
for our residents. But as you see, more stores have 
come in to that shopping center. It’s the one that’s 
kind of peach-looking where Salad Station is going to 
come and El Paso restaurant is there. More restau-
rants and more businesses are opening up. They’re 
starting to close more doors in there, because the 
businesses are going there because of that U-turn. I 
appreciate again the parish’s help on that.
Odette and Beaux find a home in City Park

Another quality of life thing that I think is im-
portant, although some people laughed a little bit 
about this when we got this, but I want to thank Mi-
chael and Stephanie Fitzpatrick for their investment 
and what they gave the city of Kenner. They gave the 
city of Kenner two mute swans. Their names were 
Odette and I don’t know if he had a name at the time, 

but unfortunately the male died. Now, I didn’t know 
this, but if you have a mute swan and one of them 
dies, they will never mate again or bond again un-
less you get another one within three or four weeks. 
Because they are beautiful for the park, and to me 
it’s a capital improvement, it attracts people to the 
park. Our Recreation Director Chad Pitfield went to 
find a male. Now I’m a big animal lover and I could 
not think that Odette would be without a male or 
a mate for the rest of her life, so, he got him from 
Florida. He was $1,500. Some people laughed about 
it and some people criticized it. I stand behind that 
decision. And I think this room stands behind this 
decision. Councilman Brennan and I were there 
when they brought the swan in. That was interest-
ing seeing Chad Pitfield carry this swan out of a cage 
and put it into the water. Once the male hit the water, 
the female and the male looked at each other, and 
Brian, you know, you saw it, it made you want to cry. 
I mean, seriously, am I right? Okay, here’s the secret, 
Brian actually cried. I gave him some Kleenex. We 
got him! No, but Brian and I loved seeing what hap-
pened. I mean they kind of looked at each other, they 
put their heads to each other and they took off and 
they’ve been inseparable ever since. So, I think it’s 
a good improvement, I think it’s a good investment. 
And thank God nothing has happened to the other 
male or the female. His name is Beaux, because 
that’s her new beau. Odette and Beaux. So, if you 
haven’t seen them, make sure you see them.
Attractions and events continue

As far as attractions and events, we have a lot 
going on in the city of Kenner. We just recently held 
our third Freedom Fest, which was very successful. 
I’m going to be honest with you, without the sup-
port of Jefferson Parish on this one, it’d be hard to 
pull it off in this capacity. I never was the guy, and 
look, I’m not knocking fair music, but I never was 

the guy that wanted to have an event with fair mu-
sic, right? So, I wanted to always attract, from my 
days with Uncle Sam Jam and the parish, attract 
nationwide talent. This past year, between Dominick, 
Mark Spears, Ricky Templet and Paul Johnston and 
three of his colleagues, they donated $200,000 to 
the city of Kenner for this event. With that kind of 
funding, we’re able to put on this type of event. And 
throughout the day, not at one time, but throughout 
the day we attracted anywhere from 15,000 to 20,000 
people. With help from the Pontchartrain Center 
with parking and Visit Kenner, Friends of Rivertown, 
this city council, everyone who sponsors, Treasure 
Chest, Ochsner, and numerous, numerous vendors 
that sponsor, we were able to pull this off. This is a 
good event and I hope we continue to get that fund-
ing from the parish and all the workers that go out 
there and the directors that give up their time to 
make this event for people. This year we had Clint 
Black, John Schneider, High Valley and also a local 
favorite, Jenna Hunts, who sang a few songs and she 
sang the national anthem. If you haven’t been, I sug-
gest you come.
Music and Movies in the Park

We hold Music in the Park and Movies in the 
Park every Friday and Saturday night in the month 
of May.
Lundi Gras

Lundi Gras, where Zulu meets Argus on Lundi 
Gras, is held in Rivertown each year.

Hot Diggity Dog
Hot Diggity Dog has been moved to Kenner City 

Park to where the dog park is now.
The Planetarium anniversary

The planetarium anniversary was something 
we did this year. We celebrated the 50th anniver-
sary of the Apollo 11 landing and also the 20th  
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anniversary of the planetarium so it kind of worked 
together which is really interesting.
Italian Heritage Festival

The Italian Heritage Festival is sometime in 
April or March most of the time. Former Kenner 
Police Chief Nick Congemi did a great job with his 
Italian Heritage Board. I know Mike Sigur is part of 
that, too. It’s a great event.
Outreach – Communications

With outreach and communication, I think we 
do a really good job, and I’ve got to say that because 
I see the council people putting stuff on, we put on 
stuff every day on social media so I think we have 
one of the best social media programs around. That’s 
important because we’re able to tell people what’s 
going on.

KTV’s crew with Charles and Robin and Bob 
Ross, the public information officer, we also get a 
lot out through KTV. Live streaming has just started 
with the council meetings and I want to thank KTV 
for doing that and expanding our coverage.
Stats

The statistics cover the last 18 months and we 
have nearly 200,000 views on KTV – produced, video 
views. I’m sorry but that’s significant outreach for 
the city of Kenner.
Public feedback

Our public feedback is pretty good, sometimes 
it’s not always the best but we kind of don’t really 
listen to the regular 10 people in the city of Kenner 
that don’t like what we’re doing. We tend to listen to 
the other 70,000 that are pretty happy. I like those 
numbers and I think we’re going to keep with those 
numbers because we get a lot of more positive com-
ments then we get negative. And look, it’s not like we 
don’t want constructive criticism, but we just don’t 
like the continued “you just don’t like us” so we just 
move ahead and we continue to do the best for the 
residents that really move this city forward.
New council meeting schedule

I want to congratulate the Kenner City Council 
on a lot of things, but particularly showing leader-
ship on moving one of the council meetings. When 
this group came in they started meeting three at a 
time with me and talked about making council meet-
ings in government available to those that work at 
night, because historically, I don’t know, for I guess 
the last 15 years, it’s been the first Thursday and the 
third Thursday of the month at night at 5:00 p.m. 
They took it upon themselves to pick probably the 
day they’d like to be relaxing – Friday – and actu-
ally did at 11:00 a.m. on a Friday. They chose Friday 
mainly because it’s kind of a down day and people 
are able to make that. And coming from the parish 
system where they meet during the day and I see the 
activity that the parish gets, I absolutely supported 
their decision. These guys took a lot of flak for that. 
It’s incredible because what they’ve done is they’ve 
actually made school groups available to come. We 
see school groups probably every third Friday when 
they come. We see people from retirement centers 
that want to see what’s going on because some of 
the elderly can’t get out at night and they like com-
ing during the day. Meetings are the first Thursday 
at 5:30 p.m. of every month and it’s the third Friday 
at 11:00 a.m. in the morning. Again, it shows a lot 
of leadership because the council took a lot of com-
ments that might have been negative for that and 
they stuck with it and they did it and I really appreci-
ate y’all doing that.
Kiwanis Rewards for Reading

There’s a program that reaches a lot of schools 
in the city and also the parish. It is the Kiwanis Re-
wards for Reading, a fantastic program. I just thought 
I’d put that in there and say thank you to the Kiwanis 

group. I think Marcel Lashover is part of that group 
that comes out and gives away bicycles, gift cards, all 
types of things. I think you see there that Council-
man Branigan, Sigur, myself and Captain Clean our 
mascot, at all the spring and fall ones. I know Domi-
nick attends a lot, other council members do, too. It’s 
a good program if you haven’t seen it.
Emergency management

Emergency management in the city of Kenner 
is led by Doug Dodt. He’s done a great job with this. 
He plays a leading role at our first responder training 
events. We’ve hosted more than 1,000 first respond-
ers, cyber emergency awareness programs, and he’s 
gotten nearly $184,000 in grants for the Emergency 
Operations Center. He’s got more planned training 
classes coming up and that led all these things with 
the help of the fire department to a Class 1 rating 
system for our fire department. I said it before, the 
fire department led by Terrence Morris and the chief 
of administration, Ryan Bergeron, along with their 
staff, have done a great job in taking care of the Ken-
ner Fire Department. 
Class 1 rating for KFD

This past summer we received that rating 
– just the eighth department in the state. It’s from 
the Property Insurance Association of Louisiana so 
there could be a possible savings to homeowners de-
pending on your insurance company. Your insurance 
company has to make that decision but you do have 
a possible savings on your homeowners insurance. 
Because of the leadership of these two gentlemen 
along with their staff and all the firemen, or firefight-
ers I should say, all the firefighters that cooperate 
and work for the city of Kenner every day. We now 
have 24 new firefighters because of the SAFER grant 
and 27 new air masks which was a $85,000 FEMA 
grant. So, thank you, I appreciate the hard work that 
you all do.
Kenner Police Department

Speaking of first responders, our Kenner Police 
Department is the best. I mean these folks do a great 
job. The men and ladies of the Kenner Police Depart-
ment under the leadership of Mike Glaser make sure 
that we stay safe. Six new officers were hired this 
year. Chief Glaser and I are working on a new train-
ing facility for the Kenner Police Department right 
next to the headquarters. We’ve been rated as one of 
the safest cities in Louisiana by backgroundchecks.
org and also on safewise.com. That says a lot about 
what’s going on and tonight is Night Out Against 
Crime, so if you’re out and about make sure you’re 
out there, put your porch lights on and be supportive 
of all police departments throughout the state and 
in this area.
Future for Kenner

In our future we are gaining a lot of interest 
from people who want to come here and invest in 
the city of Kenner for either events or programs or to 
live here or a build a business here.
Wildkat Wrestling chooses Kenner

One is WildKat Wrestling. It’s a group that 
came to our director of recreation and they have 
held two events in District 2 at Butch Duhe Gym. 
They’re going to have a large event coming up at the 
Pontchartrain Center on November 3. 
New fire station

Our future’s also going to bring a new fire sta-
tion to us with a state-of-the-art $3.4 million dollar 
project. Federal and state monies paid for this. My-
self and the council went through a lot with moving 
that fire station or selling that property and making 
sure we had the funding for a $3.4 million dollar proj-
ect and many times Nicky Nicolosi, who’s here with 
me, told me it’s a gift from the feds and the state, so 
take it and let’s go. And we’ll be able to do that very 
shortly. Right now, it’s under design. The new station 
final plans are expected in April of 2020. Construc-
tion will begin in May of 2020. Ten months of con-

struction will put us opening potentially in March of 
2021. This takes time, this is not like building just a 
regular building as this is a fire station so it takes 
a little time and the patience from the public is ap-
preciated.
New airport terminal and flyover

This leads me to discuss the airport and the 
flyover – a $1.3 billion dollar project right here in 
our own city led by Aviation Director Kevin Dolliole, 
who’s here with us. I appreciate your hard work. We 
just recently broke ground on the flyover. Many of 
the elected officials here today were here that day. 
It’s something we absolutely need. The good news is 
it might only take three years instead of four years. 
Hopefully, it takes three years. We’re working on 
other solutions. Myself and Councilman Sigur met 
recently with Sen. Cassidy’s office to make sure that 
we have another way of getting in and out of the air-
port. We are working on that.

I want to thank the aviation board members 
along with Kevin. I know I made the right choice 
when I chose Nicky Nicolosi to be the Kenner voice 
on that board. For maybe a little bit over a year be-
fore I got here we had no voice on that board and 
it wasn’t led by Kevin at that time so I didn’t have 
Kevin either. Kenner has needed that. Nicky has 
been in Kenner government, Nicky’s been in parish 
government and Nicky’s been a longtime friend of 
mine. So, when I put his name top of the list to give 
to the council, the council knew what I was asking 
for and the council did that. They sent it to LaToya 
Cantrell and she understood it. So, I thank you Nicky 
and Kevin and also Gary Smith, Sr., for all the work 
he does.
New Levee District headquarters

We have a new Levee District headquarters 
right here in Kenner that’s going to be very helpful 
and a great addition because it’s right down the 
street from our EOC. I’m appreciative of those guys 
moving here to the city of Kenner. Our economy will 
grow and it’s growing right now.
Kenner economy grows

Economic development is very big to me. We’ve 
all been involved in the economic development of 
the city of Kenner. Since 2017 when I took office, 
we’ve had 92 ribbon-cuttings to date. We’re averag-
ing about 3,100 occupational licenses each year 
since then. Since 2017, a total of 561 businesses 
have asked for occupational licenses. That’s a lot and 
that’s not because of me. It’s because of the work 
that the administration, the economic development 
department and this council – and our chief doing 
a good job keeping our city safe, attracting people. 
If you look around you see the progress that’s hap-
pening. If someone does not see it then they must be 
blind because it is happening in the city of Kenner. 
I know this presentation right now is showing you 
stuff that hasn’t even come yet, stuff that is coming 
and businesses that will be here very, very soon ei-
ther at the end of this year or next year. It’s clearly 
here and what shows up are not just the signs of 
the businesses that are up but it’s the change in our 
sales taxes. In the first three quarters of 2019, our 
sales taxes are up by 7%. That might not sound like 
a lot to you but I’d rather be up by 7% than down by 
7%. But when you put it into dollar figures it’s about 
$650,000 more than this time last year that can go 
into a general fund, maybe going to some capital 
projects and continue to provide the services that 
you deserve.

Because economic development is very big to 
us, I hired Candace Watkins, a former mayor from 
across the lake to come in and actually head up our 
Economic Development Department. Before I did 
that, I asked the council for an Economic Develop-
ment Department and the council agreed. Before 
that, myself and the council developed an economic 
development board. We put all those people together. 

Sharon Augillard and Marie Clesi lead the board. 
Candace leads the department. Together you’re 
seeing a difference in the city of Kenner. They just 
recently hired a consultant to come in, with the help 
of the council, and I want to congratulate each and 
every council member for taking the funds they had 
not used throughout the year and put it into a retail 
study and a hotel motel feasibility study. So, that’s us 
working with the council, the council working with 
economic development and giving it to Candace, giv-
ing her the tools that she needs. This will direct us to 
how and where we need to go and also help with our 
Main Street program in Rivertown.
Hollywood comes to Kenner

Hollywood has definitely come to Kenner. We 
all know that we’ve had major TV and film projects 
going on way before I was the mayor, way before 
this council was in but I think that you see that they 
continue to come back. “NCIS: New Orleans” just re-
cently filmed throughout the city of Kenner and also 
the Kenner Police Department. “Queen Sugar” has 
been part of this for quite a while but just recently 
we had a very big motion picture filmed here. Russell 
Crowe came to Kenner. He stayed here about maybe 
two of the three months that the crew was here. 
They went into the Macy’s building. They used that 
as their home base. Russell Crowe was seen through-
out the city of Kenner visiting different places. The 
crew, besides the permit fees, the crew has to stay 
here for three months and this is why I’m big on this 
and I hope everybody understands this, because you 
always hear about, you know, the film credits, it’s 
such a terrible thing and all that. Whatever. This 
is what it does for the city of Kenner. When they’re 
staying here they have to eat here. They have to shop 
here. They have to buy gas here. They have to do all 
these things in Kenner and in Jefferson Parish be-
cause they were going into other parts of the parish 
too, and even the city of New Orleans. But they were 
here and Russell Crowe was living here and doing 
those things. That’s why it’s important to me. That’s 
why it’s important to all of us in Kenner and we will 
continue to call it you know Hollywood comes to Ken-
ner as long as we can.
Rivertown update

We keep revitalizing historic Rivertown. We’re 
doing a blueprint and that should be in very soon and 
we’ve added a new store. It’s not open yet, but Amy 
Sullivan has opened up Sullivan’s General Store. Be-
fore, it was just a prop, it was cute, that’s wonderful. 
It doesn’t create anything for us guys. Sullivan’s Gen-
eral Store will actually be a general store so that’s 
going to do something adding to our sales taxes.
Laketown update

We will continue – not to fight – but we will con-
tinue to try to overcome the roadblocks that face us in 
Laketown. I talked about it last year and I was hoping 
we’d be a lot further by this year about Atlantis com-
ing here. Atlantis is still interested but there’s a lot of 
roadblocks. We don’t own that property in Rivertown. 
The state owns that property, so we’ve got to get past 
that. One job for Senator Smith, Senator Talbot and 
our state representatives, Villio and Stagni, will be to 
help us as much as you can. I’ve got to say I’ve had a 
lot of help from Joe Stagni on this issue and it’s not 
even his district. I’ve had a lot of help from him in 
the past. I look forward to a lot more help from Deb-
bie, too, but we need to get past these roadblocks and 
whoever the next governor is we can work with that 
governor and make sure that we are moving forward 
with changing the way that property is leased and put 
it back into something that we can all be proud of.
Cooperation from Jefferson Parish

Cooperation. I talked about this before, but 
this is probably not just events, not just parties that 
we’re throwing and things that attract people to the 
city of Kenner. The cooperation from Jefferson Parish  
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council administration is extremely impressive. Dom-
inick and Mark – I don’t know what I’m going to get 
in District 3. I guess we’ll wait and see – but I know I 
have Dominick at least for the next four years. Work-
ing with the parish District 4 and District 3 council-
men is extremely important, along with the parish ad-
ministration. I look forward to working with Cynthia 
Lee Sheng as the new parish president, who walked 
in. I want to recognize Cynthia, she is here, thank you 
Cynthia and congratulations.

So, right now working with Dominick and Mark, 
Kenner is going to get about roughly $30 million dol-
lars in capital improvements and I’m not going to 
stand here and tell you everything, where it’s going 
to go, because we’re still working on that. We know 
pretty much we’re going to start at Laketown and 

we’re going to do some things around the airport and 
some things around District 2. Because airport flow 
is going to be extremely important while this flyover 
is being done. Laketown, improving Laketown on the 
things that we can do with the monies that Dominick 
was able to get, along with the support of Cynthia be-
ing on the council, all of his colleagues, not just Mark, 
to bring that money back to the city of Kenner in 
Laketown, I want to say thank you and I think each 
and every Kenner resident should say thank you to 
the parish council and the parish administration on 
what they have done. Thank you for that. It’s much 
appreciated, Dominick and Cynthia.
Closing

In closing, we talked about a lot and I know it 
took a little bit longer than probably usual but there’s 
a lot going on in the city, and I said from the begin-
ning this was one team doing this, not just me. It 
shouldn’t just be a State of the City address from me 

and that’s why I like to include these guys who are 
getting up, who have been very instrumental in some-
thing I’m about to re-announce. Last year I talked 
about Captain Klean coming to the city of Kenner 
and being a mascot of Kenner. 
Krewe of Isis coming to Kenner

This year I want to talk about carnival coming 
to Kenner. It’s no secret that the Krewe of Isis will be 
part of the city of Kenner from now on. It’s a krewe 
that’s been around from the ‘70s. It’s an all-female 
krewe and it’s been in Jefferson Parish for quite a 
while. We worked with the parish council and par-
ticularly in this case, Jennifer Van Vrancken, the Jef-
ferson Parish councilwoman for District 5, where all 
Mardi Gras happens. We worked with Sherrell Gor-
man for the Krewe of Isis to find a new home. Actu-
ally, everybody says it’s a new home, but it’s a home 
that they started back in here a long time ago. That’s 
where they started – in the city of Kenner. They’re 

coming back on February 22. Yes, it’s the night of En-
dymion. I get it, not everybody, but some people want 
to stay in Jefferson Parish. Hopefully, they will want 
to stay in the city of Kenner. February 22 of 2020 the 
Krewe of Isis will be here. I want to thank again the 
parish council, the parish administration, but most 
importantly Jennifer Van Vrancken for her support in 
losing a parade. But she also gained like two or three 
more, but they have helped us get through this. The 
Kenner Council and also the Krewe of Isis are here 
today and I want you to help welcome the Krewe of 
Isis to the city of Kenner. I’ll be back next year.

A video of Kenner Mayor Ben Zahn’s state of 
the city speech can be viewed on the city of Kenner’s 
television station’s Facebook page @kennertv.  

especially proud that I have been Kenner’s go-to-guy in 
Baton Rouge for 25 years. Whenever the city called on 
me, I was able to deliver. That was very important to 
me and I’m proud of my unblemished record.”

Senator Martiny said his achievements at the 
legislature grew out of two principles that he adopted 
shortly after first being elected to the House of Repre-
sentatives in 1994. “Although I was proud to be a Re-
publican, I never hesitated to go across the aisle and 
seek support from Democrats. I also never declined to 
support a proposal by Democrats because they were 
the other party. And, I always rejected the argument 

that because we are conservatives, we must be op-
posed to every new idea. What is the point of going to 
Baton Rouge if we’re not going to pass legislation that 
advances the state?”

A key person in Martiny’s career was the late Jef-
ferson Parish Sheriff Harry Lee. They had practiced 
law together before Lee was elected sheriff in 1980 
and when Martiny ran for an open seat in the House, 
Lee was there for him. Martiny also served as a legal 
advisor to the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office. Sena-
tor Martiny and Sheriff Lee remained the closest of 
friends until Lee’s death.

“Harry Lee was a great man who had a vision for 
the JPSO,” says Martiny. “Under his direction, it grew 
from an under-funded, under-equipped suburban po-

lice department to one of the best sheriff’s offices not 
only in our region but in the nation. Sheriffs Newell 
Normand and Joseph Lopinto share in that credit.”

As chairman of the House Criminal Justice Com-
mittee in the House for eight years and chairman of 
the Judiciary B Senate Committee for four years, Mar-
tiny has been in the middle of every criminal justice re-
form movement in the legislature for the last 25 years.

During his tenure in the legislature, Martiny was 
one of the leaders of Louisiana’s efforts to minimize 
abortions. Senator Martiny said he was proud to be “a 
champion of the rights of the unborn.”

Martiny also championed the rights of adoptees 
and, at times, took on such special interests as chemi-
cal plants and the oil industry. “I really hated it when 

the big guys, with all their resources, hammered the 
little guy who had few if any resources.”

Throughout his legislative career, Martiny was of-
ten hailed for his humility, a quality often in short sup-
ply at the legislature. “When you’re in there battling, 
you might think no one else could do that as well as 
I’m doing it. Then, you take a second look and realize 
things are going on fine without you,” he says. “In the 
end, I’m indebted to the voters who gave me 25 years 
to participate in our unique democracy.”   

Allan Katz can be reached at allanlkatz@bell-
south.net.

Danny Martiny
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Ochsner
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Robert Ramirez, D.O., Philip Boudreaux, M.D. 
and Pamela Ryan, R.N. represented OMC-Kenner’s 
NETs treatment team at the recent North American 
Neuroendocrine Tumor Society Medical Symposium 
in Boston. This annual meeting brings together neuro-
endocrine specialists and other medical professionals 
from around the world to discuss the latest in treat-
ments and therapies of this disease.

Dr. Ramirez moderated a session about the 
treatment for neuroendocrine tumors of the lung, an 
uncommon cancer that ranges in degrees of aggres-
siveness. The session focused on patients with a rare 
kind of tumor that represents only two percent of all 
lung cancers.
NETs treatment at OMC-Kenner

To meet the growing demand from patients 
across the country, OMC-Kenner recently opened a 
new, dedicated infusion space to administer the re-
cently FDA-approved Peptide Receptor Radionuclide 
Therapy (PRRT) for the treatment of neuroendocrine 
tumors (NETs). OMC-Kenner is one of about 100 sites 

in the country to offer PRRT and is the only site in 
Louisiana.

“NET diagnoses have tripled in the last decade 
alone, so there is a huge and unmet need. Treatment 
is multi-disciplinary, with local and systemic forms of 
therapies available. With new agents on the horizon, 
the challenge now becomes to shrink the disease, 
while continuing to improve the quality of life,” said 
Dr. Ramirez.

One such advancement is the treatment option 
of PRRT, a targeted radiation that halts tumor growth. 
For years, OMC-Kenner has been administering this 
therapy via an Internal Review Board-approved clini-
cal research trial, but it was approved by the FDA 
in July 2018 to dispense commercially. Up until the 
summer of 2018, patients seeking this therapy had to 
travel abroad.

The Neuroendocrine Program at OMC-Kenner, 
NOLANETS, is an affiliation between Louisiana State 
University Health Sciences Center and Ochsner Medi-
cal Center and specializes in the diagnosis and man-
agement of all forms of neuroendocrine tumors. For 
more information visit www.ochsner.org/nets.   

“Grinchmas,” a pizza party filled with games, arts and 
crafts, pictures with Mr. Grinch and more. Tickets are 
$7 for children and $10 for adults. Children under two 
are admitted free.

For more information on the above events or 

to register for the three holiday events, go to kenner.
recdesk.com, click on “Programs” and then under 

“Category” select “General” or call the Kenner Parks 
and Recreation Department at 468-7211. For more in-
formation on Christmas Village in Rivertown or for the 
full lineup of entertainment, call 468-7231 or visit www.
kenner.la.us.   

Kenner’s Christmas Village
 from page 1
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Cash
RAKING

in the 

$30,000

© 2019 BOYD GAMING CORPORATION®

YOUR KIND OF PLACE  |   BConnectedOnline.com

Restrictions apply. Receive one entry on promotion day only. 
10 Tier Credits = 1 Entry. Check in at any kiosk starting at 6:00pm on promotion day.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 8, 15 & 22 
7:00pm - 11:00pm

Fridays in November is your chance 
to Rake in the CASH!

30 CASH WINNERS will be selected each night!

6 Winners of $250 CASH
6 Winners of $250 CASH
6 Winners of $250 CASH
6 Winners of $250 CASH
6 Winners of $250 CASH

7:00pm -
8:00pm -
9:00pm -

10:00pm -
11:00pm - 

DAY BUFFET

Children aged 3 -10, $1999. See Buffet for details.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28
11:00am - 9:00pm
Enjoy a delicious Thanksgiving Day feast 
featuring all of your holiday favorites 
for only $2799

Thursday Night
Enjoy Louisiana favorites featuring shrimp 

creole, autumn beef stew, cider braised

chicken, brussels sprouts with apples, 

marinated pot roast, jambalaya, 

pork roast with apples & walnut salsa.

$2199

See Buffet for details.

$100,000 NEW MEMBER SCRATCH & WIN
You’ve only sc ratch e d th e sur fa c e of  your B C onn e c te d ben ef it s !

New m embers c oul d win up to $10 0 ,0 0 0 ju st  for  joining.


